University of Richmond

UR Scholarship Repository

Master's Theses Student Research

1964

The Vﬂlage revolt in American literature

Gerald Kerr Wells

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses
b Part of the Literature in English, North America Commons

Recommended Citation

Wells, Gerald Kerr, "The village revolt in American literature” (1964). Master’s Theses. 1237.
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/1237

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Research at UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact

scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.


http://scholarship.richmond.edu?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/student-research?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/458?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/1237?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu

THE VILLAGE REVOLT IH AMERICAR LITEZRATURE

BY

GERALD EEBR WBLLS

A THESI3
SUBMITTED T0 THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF THE UHIVERSITY OF RICHMOWD
IR PARTIAYL PULPILLMEST
FOR THE DEGREE OP
HASTER OF ARIS

LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
VIiRGlLWA

JULY, 1964



D0 OHY PAREATS
whooe agalstance and eacouragement

made this yesr's graduate study possible

LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
VIRGHNA



Approved for ihs
lepartment of ngliash

and the Sreduste Cchool by

“_*T?ggﬁééigzp).;?;“/536127,/
Thelrmen™dgf thez nglish Depertoment

/2,C, 7#0}:&&‘{

Dean of the “raduate H2hool




FREPAGE

American literature concerning small towns snd small
town people has been voluminous, These works have centered
on community life in all sectlions of the country. The Hew
Ingland town 19 deploted in the works of Sarah Orme Jewets,
Dorothy Canfleld Fisher, Thornton ¥ilder and Hary E, ¥Wilkins
Freeusn, to mention a fow. The Southern town ia portrayed
by Ellen Glesgow, Williem Gilmore 3imms and Hamilton Basso.
The most analytical handling of the subject has deen centered
in the Western towns, principally by Sherwood Anderson,
Sincleir Lewls, and Edgar Lee Masters.

Host of these towns have shown individual character-
iatlcs. In the soclety of New Englend there is the settled,
traditionsl atmosphers, where family ancestry and FPuriten
culture are evident. The Southern town, with 4ta inegualities
among fasilies and races, plceturos 8 warm aristooratic manner,
The most significant characteristic of the Western town is
‘its pioneer spirit as the population struggled for existence
under 4ifficult natural conditions. Individual treits are
iaportant in these works representing each particular arsa.

Although each community has its individual charactere
Asticas, there are certain tralts which apply to the small
town regardless of its location. OSinclalr lewic states in
his introduction to ¥aln Streets

The town is, in our tale, salled Gopher Prairie,

¥innesota. Iut 1ts ¥ain Street is a continuetion
of Haln 3Streets everywhere, The story would bs



the same in Ohio oy Yontana, in Xanasas or

Kentueky or Illinols, and not very d4iffere

ently would it be tgld Up York State or in

the Carolina hille,!

Grace Hetallious reiterates the eimilerities in small
townsi

“Iisten, is Peyton Fluce ot all 1llke the town

in the boox?"

"tes, Whyy"

"Oh, nothing. Sxcept that it must be one hsll

of a enake pit.”

"FPayton Place is no different from any other

small town, Brad, sand noither 13,5ha towm
in the book. They're all allke.”

This thesls will concers thyee facets of small town
lifer {1) The communities in thelr development have sssumed
cartein zenaral oharsoteristics vhich’apply to the small
town regardless of Lts locatlion end which are unique to a
gmall town. (2) ¥ithin the community certaln members have
obtained soclal prumiuénne beonuse of thelr professional
position. Their treining in most instances waa taken outside
the town, and thelyr status was assured by the noeds of the
community. Anong these are the minister, the teacher, the
doctor, the newapaper edlitor, and the town magnate, (3) In
gmalletown literature ceriain "characters” oftea appear,
They are not necessary to the functioning of the community,
it somehow they are assocliated with the communal 1ife.
Among these are the drunk asnd the town skeptle,
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Sinelair lewila, Main Stroet (New York: Harcourt,
Brace and sompany.;19203. Do
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Grace Metalious, Return to Yeoyton Place (Wew York:
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CHAPTER OHBE
THE 8¥ALL TOWH

¥hat 12 a amall town? The suthors of szall towm
llterature give the reader littles satisfastion for in fow
cases 4o they attempt to define their subject, ‘Hore often
they expect tho reasder to ¥uow this town &8s 1t appears in
the story iteslf, Floyd Dell in hile novel oon Calf falls
10 let you know that you have baen in o apall town untlld
you have laft 43, and ho compares the city to Maple, the
town of hia childhood. Zona Gale's Friemdohip Villsge is
navor fully deacribed and hor only concern is with & dozen
or 80 peoople whoe form 2 small-%town acolal asot. 7Ted desplte
this neglegt of daosoription thera is 1ittle doudt that the
aommnlities valoh are the settings of thesge novols are gmall
towns, The paople, thely intarests, and thelr astivitiaa
are clearly defined in the anall-town tradition,

it 1s gven more 41ffisult to nake a clear distinotlon
vacauae of the confusion of terminology. NHone of the suthore
in the stuldy atteompt 40 zoparats the words "villaze"” and
ttown." In fact, in many instances the terams ars used intore
changeably. Ginclalry Lewls in Maln 3trest and Shaxwood
burs, Ohig usze toth terms to describe thelir

inderson in iine

toyms, Mary B. ¥ilkins Freezan in her {atrodustory sketoh
to Iembroks uses both terms in the sane paragraph, probvabdbly
trying to aveid redunianoy:

Pambroke ia intended %0 poriray a typleal

few ngland village of some sixty years ago,
as meny of the characters flourished at that



time, dut villages of a similar desceription

have existed in Hew Ingland at a muoh later

date, and they exist todey in a very considere

sble Gagrae, There are at the present time

nany 1ittle townas in Wew Eangland whone pleasant

eln or maple shaded strsets are goattsred chare

sata:s a8 pronounced 28 any in Fenbroke,

Ina derron in tho stgﬁy of the town suggpests that
“Village is & teym whioch is outmoded and small town & more
modern term,"? Certainly this would be consistent with the
above guotation, dut Lor the purpose of oxaotness s more
careful distinetion should be made, As an arbitrary
eriterion we ulght atate that the)villaga i3 little more
than e group of farmers engaged in ferming on szall holdings,
and shat the town oxists as o definite political, religlous,
and socisl unit., Such 2 definition foouses our attention
on 2 definlite subjeet rother than just stating thet "Somew
where between the country and the clty lies that which
‘kartakua on & petty scale the nature of bothe"?

0ften we do nod reslize the value of a possession
until $t has boen lost, Although viliagee and towns are as
old as oivilized nan, 1% weo not until this community life
began to digsolve that writers turned thelir attentlon to
1t, Oliver Soldsmith as he traveled through the countryside
in IZngland 4n the middle of the eighteenth century was doeeply
noved by the repid migration of people f{rom small villages

t

4sry B, ¥Wilkinas Zreeman, Fembroke (¥ew York: Harper
and Bratgera. ‘899); Pe Vo
Inn lonsker Herron, Ihs 3usll Toun Anesricen
teraturs {Durhem, North oaroliner  Duke U versity rreso,
95973, Pg Se
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to the oitlies or the New ¥orld., Renenmbering hls own
experisnces as a youth in his village of Iissoy, he wrote
in "Uhe Degeyted Villaze':

Swest iubura! lovliest villaege of the plain,

¥hera h@gizh,ﬁnd plonty cheer'd the laboriug
BYaL0, _

Yhore smiling spring 1ts sarliest visit paid,

And pexrting sumner'e linsering blooms dalay'd

Jear lovely bowexs of inunocoence and ease,

seats oi‘my youth, when svery sport could
blebng, .

How often have I loiter'd o'er thy gresn,

Whore humble happineszs endear’d each acone!

How often have I paus!d on every charm,

The shelter’d cot, the cultivated farn,

“ha never-{alliaz brook, the busy mill,

The aaggﬁi ohuren that topp'd the nelpghboring
Aeded g

fhe hawgggrna bush, with seats bheneath the
ghedg,

For talxing age and whiapering lovers madel

How 0ot have 1 blest the comiug day,

Wnen toll remitilng lent its turn to play,

dué el) the village train, from labor free,

wad uptthaig gports beneath the spreading
ree}

The ¥nglish poet Goorge {rabbe crected a more
replistic ploture in "The Village," pointing out the 4iffie
cultien under whioh the fayrmers toiled, but Goldamitn's
poem wos ecceptod as oherscteristic of village life., "The
Deserted Village” set & precedent in szmall town literature
vhich laoted until after Vorld war I,

The 14yllic pleture of the small town readily
found & place in the colonial writings of Amerliea, Then
writers, in imitation of the Tuglilsh, applied ths theme to
Agsrican small towns, wbich et the tizs included Roston,

@ A N W A G W W A e Wy o W
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dew ioris, end Chaarlestén. 7Fuilip Frosesu, one o America'e
sarllest poety, conaolously coples Goldemith in hls wor:
"ino Aperican Villase”:

“here yundoy strean divides ihe fertile vlein,

Hads fertlle by the latours of tho swolng

and h&&laﬁana woods hizh tow!ring oler the
vagt,

Tohold a villaga with faiy plenty bleat:

Zach yoar tall horvest crowa the happy flelds

Janh ys%rlzha,maaaa.thﬁir gtorlas of fragrance
7isls, -

And ev'zy joy and ev'ry bliss ia thers,

And nesliniul labour crowns the flowing vear.

Though Goldanith weeps in nmelancholy strains,

Deseried Aulurn spd forasaken plains,

And amourne his village with a petriot aigh,

iod dn thet villaze sees Dritannia dle:

Yot ghell this land with rising ponp divine,

In L%ts oun gplendovr snd Fritennia's sblne,

9 %Muae, forpgst %o paint her ancient wooy,

Hey Indlen bettlea, or hey Saelle fousy

Hegane the pleasrass of the yural asene,

Degerits the village rising iu the graen,

It's harzlese people, born to gmell naagana,

lopt in the bosos of this western land,

Tinotny DIwight even more closely follows "The
Degerted Villuge,” Tavring the exanple gset by the Inglish
poex, he easily applios the lavish descriptlon and romentic
susll towa ploture to o Connectlcut landseape in hiy poexm

*oreenfield HtllY:

Falr Verna!l lovliiest villaze of the westy

Of overy ;&y, end every chaym possesp'ds

How pleas’d omid thy varied walks I rove,

ﬁweet, ehearful walus of innocance, and love,

And o'er thy smiling prospecis cast ny eyes,

And sa;iths sents of peaca, and pleazuvres,
89,

And hear the voloe of ladustry ressund,

And maric the smlile of competence sxround!

Hall, happy villaze! 0'er thy chearful lawna,

with saritest tesuly, apring delizhited dawno)

W ok W NS MR AR We A W W N MR e
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The nmorthwerd sun begins his vernal amiiai

The spring~bird carole o'er the oresay riil:

The ghower, tust patters in the rufflsd eatyreanm,

ihe yligghzay’a'vniea, that chides the lingere

By

Phe boe, industrious, with his busy sonsz,

the ﬁmcaaan‘s axe, the distunt groves among,

The vapon, ratiline down the yrungad stesp,

The light wind, 1lulling every cave to sleep,

411 these, wilh mingled susio framébelow,

Lecelive Intruding sorrow, ee I go.

Thens early writers accepted Goldsmith's exsuple
and generslly obmerved & "hends off" policy toward the
town. Few writers glorified the saall town in the manner
of the poets, hut nost aaéagteé theiy example in feeling
that these towne were less sinful then other places., “The
villege seemed Yoo cosy o microcosm to be gisturded, There
it lay in the mind'’s eyo, neat, compact, orcanised,
tradisicnal." T

fSovlety in those liteyary townso was consldered by
anﬁt to e a picture of contontment. The world was changing,
revolting, woging wars, tut with 1ittle effect on the
gpothetic poople of these snell boroughs. Their lives
pagped without foelling the offects of world events, end in
most cases they were not at all concerned with them, Thaese
peonle wors go self-gntiafisd that they vievwed others as
gomavhat leas fortunate thon thenselves,

Zven the comsoncogt fishernen felt o gatliae

funtion, and seecmed t0 renlize their privilese

in belnx residenig of Dasphavesni but among the

6
~Lines 120,

Carl Van dorem, Contemporary American Hoveldst
(wgz-s 920) (kew York: The Loomilien LOMpany, 1922),
Pe 147,



nobility and gentry there lingered a fieree

Rizaly ponceaied oonpeapt sad rity for’ people

ggg zgggagglzga& to live in other parts of
It was this eelfish pride which first caused writers to
question the "godliness” of the amsll town.

The f£irst harsh oriticlsm of this attitude wans
"rhe Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg,” by Hark Twain.
Hadleyturg was fanmous for one virtuee~-honesty. Throughout
the land the name of the town and virtus were synonymous,
Honesty was instilled in the ohildren, &nd they grew up
with the attitude that of the world's sins, dishonesty was
the greéteatg So outstanding were the townspeople in dally
scconplishnent of thely task that they developed & ocaloue
inted gelferighteocus attitude, They were honest, but not
fyiondly. ZThe short story relstes how one man destroyed
the idol of the town and Aits attitudes as well, The reader
38 left with the opinion that the man who corrupted the
town 434 it & great sorvice and restored some of ita lost
humility.

This aloofmess and pride are the sane attitudes
which Carol Xennlcott experienced in Copher Fralrie, As
she listened to her proespesctive husband discuss the proe
greassivenoss of the towa, she visualized her 1life an a
mssningful part of an fmportant movement,

of course, I may be prejudiced, dut X've aseen
an awful 1ot of tovns=eone time I went to

WO Mk W W W WS W R e e e e e
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Jarsh Orne Jewett, Deesphaven (Dostons Houghton
MALL14n Company, 1877)s Ps T1e



Atliontie City for the Anerican Nedieal Asgoe
clation meeting, and 1 spent prasticslly & week
in New York! Put I never saw a town that had
suoh upeand-coming people as Gopher Frairie,
Brosnahdn«-you knows-the famous auto manuface
turere~hs came Lrom Gopher FPrairie. Born and
btroupht up theret And 1ts a 4arn pretty town.
Lotg of fine maplses and boxeelders, and thers's
two of the dandiest lakes you ever saw, right
nesr townl Aind we've got saven miles of cenent
walka already, and bullding more evory dayl
Courge a 1ot of these towns still put up with
plank walks, but not for us, you btesl9

%11l XKennicott imows 1ittlo of 1ife deyond the
narrow reacheg of Gopher rrairie. ¥Will, unlike Soorgze
Babbitt of his later novel, iz not a hypoorite. Ths
impossible thing about him Lo that ho actually telieves it.
Juoch 2n wnoritical mingd is charasteristic of snmalletown
people. He has beon iandootrinsted with sanlletown ideas,
and 46 uanable to see its faulis, Carol, however, nans boon
raared in the Twin Jitles, and is unoble to oloze her oyes
1ike her husband, Although 1t may be scknowledged that ahs
is overeoritical, she does polint out some obvious faults.
One of these ie¢ the town's coaplacent pride or, as she
taras 4it, "smugness.”

1% 18 an unimeginatively standardized
background, & slugzlishness of speech and

manners, & rigid ruling of the apirit bty the

degsire to appear respectabls, It 18 content-

ment « «» » the contentment of the qulet dead,

who are scornful of the living for thelr

restless walking. It 48 negation casnonized

a8 the ons positive virtue. It is the proe

nitition of happinens., It 1s slavery selfe

gouzht a8nd self-defended. It 1s dullness

made Gode

A savorless people gulping tasteless

" M W W M W R N o W M N S e
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Jdaln Streel; Pe 13-148,



fond,; mnd sitting afterward, oareless and
thoughtisns, in rooking ahaira priokly with
inone thinge abont the exeellence of Ford
natomobiles, and viewing th?maalves a3 the
greatest race in the world,10

Human pride which had overcone Hadleyburz was not
ualike that 12 Gopher Prairie. Hoth communities had beooms
80 engrosgad in thelr own affalirs that they had overlaooked
sore important values, Lowls explains that he was not
attacking the town 43 guoh, but that he expected nmore of
1ts inkabitants, He wanted them to look hoyond thair
1ittle rools of dally existonce and seek 40 know the world
and the true meaning of thelr own 1ife.

levwlez was aoct wazling o war with the

snnll town, nor was he outlandish in hie

oriticisn. He 414 not wish to ssce 1t doge

troyed; nis maln desire was that the town

take the exanple ¢f the book and corrsot

iteelf?, “What he asked of the Sennlicotts,

he sald, was merely that *they should know

8 1ittle more historys that they should

better understand the differonce betveen

irish gtew in America and fried mushrooms

at Schasner's in Venlee} and that they

should talk of the quest of God oftener

than of the queat for the test contracter.'"!!

£4zor les Magters recognized the fallure of Spoon
River to understond 1tgelf, Griffy the Cooper oomparas the
townspeople t0 g tub, steting that thoso who assumed a
lizmited viewpoint of 1ife were only "looking sround tha
interior of the tub.”

aRIFFY THE COOFIA

The Coopaer should lmow about tubdas,

O AN G A MR W ke AR e e Rk W
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Mig P 265«
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lewls Gannett, "Sinclair Lewls: Main Street,”
Zhe Saturdsy Revlew, iugust 6, 1949, p. 32.



Zut I leornsd about 1ife as well,

And you who loiter sround these graves

Talnk you mow life.

Tou think your eye sweeps about o wide

) hﬂ?iﬁaug perhaps,

In trath you are only looking arcund the
interior of your tub.

You easnmot 1ife yourself to 145 »in

ind see tha outer world of things,

ind at thoe same Sime mee yourself,

Tou are submorged in the tud of yourgself -

Toboos and rules and appesrances,

Are the ataves of your %Lub.

Treak them and dispel the wiitchoraft

Of thinking your tub 1§.§ifal

And thet you know lifetls

Haln Street and Zpoonm Flver Antholozy are mastere
plenes in amalletown writingy, and sre caslily separated
fron nemy later senastional works on the subjeet, Thoy
evoided the obscene which is 2o evident in novels such asn
Fayton Flocs. Horman Cousing 1llustrates the diffsrence
in hls article, "Heln Otrest Comes into the Home”:

¥r. Lewls apparently realized thad he could

moke an impaot on his yeaders without dee

poralizing an adult with fanmiliarity and

with the cbsoons, oy G1ld he feel that he

eould give & reader his money's worth only

by making a ateze sel out of the conjuzal

ved and by offerinz literary aphrodisis for

tnoore. His purpose was not to chaa?gn noxr

brutalize life but to gorutinize it,

The town had long boen representod as the ong place
8 pernon could feel that iis life wes apprecliated. These
people caredweyour sorrow was thelrs and your heppiness
could be shared with psople who felt that snother's succoss
waz laportant to thelr lives alse, Carol Kennilcott feit,

M A e mE NE N e W R A W e W R
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Bdger Les ¥anters, Spoon Eiver Antholony {(New Yori:
Ihe ﬁﬁCﬁi%lﬁa Jompany, 1930), Pe 222,
1

Horman Jousins, "Hein 3%rent Zoues Into the dome,"
Ihe Zaturdey Heview, December 17, 1955, p. B2,
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upon sntering the soclety of Cophair Prairie, that shs
izmadiotely becane o perd of the town, aud ande friends
auloxly. I% was not long after thet she rsalived such
friendphipn were avallalle 4o oaly & psrt of the people of
the town. Sha had been ageopied a2t Zave Talue becruse ahe
was the wile of a highly raspavsed dootor. Zor her friend,
¥iles Bjornsiem, the saud sooial atatus was lupossibles
partly because ol hias earlier osndamantion of the towm,
tut more pariticulsrly vecsuze of Nis nationallty, Swedish,
he wag rejented by the fashlonadle mat. Miles, before his
marrisge, had teen a oynicsl mar who repoznized the town's
faults and wag oubupoken ebout them. After narrying fercl's
meid, Dea, he had made a succonsge of his 1ife and hoped to
be inecliuded in the town's gocisl set. The Hjornstams found
that friendahip with the ellte wams impoasible., Finally ao
hin wife ond ohild wese dying, these sazno poaple, with whom
they had wanted vadly to bedome a part, came %0 visit.
#iies could not realst ths iapulse %o be rude,
A% tan, while Carol was prajyariag an
ise-bag in the kltchon, ¥llss aasvared a
mock. A% the dcor she assw Vide Gherwin,
¥auda Dyer and ira,. Zltteral, wife of iha
Tapiist pestor. They were carrying zryapes,
and women's mmrazines, magezines with alghe
polored pictures and optimlatic fietlon.
“vo Just nheard your wife wes slok,
we've come %0 seo 1€ thore Lan't zomethiug
wa ¢an d40," chirruped Vida,
Hiles looked steadily at tha three
woman. "Tou'rs itoo lata. Tou can'i do
nothing now, FPea's always kind of hoped
that you folizs would come seq her, She

santed to have & chance o e friends, She
uged Lo ait waitlag for someb.dy o ook,
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T've moan L@r sluting hera, wallilng. Woue
Chy you a%a*t worth Jodedamning.” He shut
tha doox. 1+

The wonen Isdt, fesling that fhoy hod been treated
cruslly by Blomstaa snd naver roallisging thay hnd injured
the wife of the bim 3wede,

Tagraton Willdey, whass {reoatmant of tha toawn in
enythdess Wt ordsioal, solatsd ouf that social ineauality
axiatad in SrTovers vornoers o well, and 1n 8 gentls way
ghowed the town's apathotic stiituds tymrd the sitnaticn.

Zall mon.  Io thore no one In town avmre of
zosial lajuadlice and indusiriasl insgualily?

¥p. Yebd. Oh, yoo, everytody iLo-w-somethin'
cerritle. Seon3 1ike thoy agend zoat of
thelr tlme taliing ahout whn'a rleh and
who's poos.

281l magz. Them why don't they do sometling

aboud 167

dr. Hebd, Hell, wa're resdy to listen %o

T gvarybodry's susssstion es 30 how you oan

psza thad the 411izent ond gonsiblotld
rhiaz 0 the 2op and ths laky and quarzele
agsd aink to the ettam. Ye'll lisson %o
aaytely. Neantime, until thot'a soisled,
e LY Lo taxe carg of thoss that oan't
holy thenselvss, and those thal can we
loavs alona,la

e ¥abh'z srgunent was sounds ot oll zroups and
individusls cnn ba wealthy ead satisfloed) inegqualities
exist ai 21) levels of organiszs? sonlsty. Howewer, thers
wag 8 ssetion of “he 1ittle town called “Zoliah Town" which
waa spokon of aa though 1t was su entlzely diflorent unlt.
The dootor esrvad the andiesl naeds of those poople, tut no

123
aln 3grent, p. 301-322,
15
“rhoraten ¥ilder, “Our Towm" in Advensures &
Amerinan Iiteraturs, ed. by Rewvey Belie §nglia {few torks

Harcours, siaoe Bad company, 1958), pe GG,
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mention fs nude of thelr baing & part of the town soclety.
They ware probably considered mich ss the Swedish people
of Hain 5
In Zeyton flace the amplogment of Hr, Rossl as the
sehool principsl caused o eonsiderable atir ewong the
peorles fis Italisn degoent Ineviisdly mtosd in the way of
genersl stceptance of hia schuol policlem, Hig 1dess were
sound and loplend, Yut the fact that he was s forelgner was
seldsm forgotiten, Ounly by his physicosl menlineass and his
suthoritotive asnner was he able to ovevcome this soolal

j-ﬁ&ﬁw

drswtock.

Ths colduens and lesolation saperiencod by these
peuple wors not 8 result of sots which they bod committved,
but rather ¢lass distinction. Yorally theme psople wers no
worse than others An soolety, hut bocause uf nationsl or
racial differencesn they were consldersd the lower olasy of
the commmitye In the Western town thers wag plten the
problon of foroismers, but pther sections had thelr pre~
Judices sleso. The Hegroes in the South mnd the Jews of
many forthern settlements formed a ascond-clags eltizenshlp.

In Yompoy's Hezd the Hegross bad held proctioally
no status, sed divisions were nade Yo saparate this oless
of pesple from the whitess

Kars 1%t wag azalnes-tha grismy esation with

1ts walting room of yellow brick} the rows
of wooden beogohes divided by the Yrass rall

demanfed by Jin Orowi the two tlecket windows,
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one on oither s1do of the rail.ld

This iz not a oharachezriutic of the sznll %own sinoce
aogresation of the two races is comaom to all parts of the
South, Hore typieal is the attitude of Tonmpey's Yead
toward the Irish Gescendenty, or as the pesple roferved to
theme=the Chanmel peopls,

The Thonnel was hard So explaiv, "ihat you
mean,” ¥eg asid once, “is thot it's the other
side of the xellroad tracks. Vhnt's so unususl
adout thet? Why do you have to insist on 4t
balng songthling apeclieol elmply becanas it's

in Fompey's Head?" Hag, howsver, was wrongew
the Chanasl wor speolial, It was Inpossidble

39 zyrow up in Fompey's Head without 4its
heconling part of your tconsoiousnean, and 1%

wag J1L0i0ult to belleve that 1t would have
acoulired 448 nartlculer noaning anywhere slae.
inliks the 01d lowey Enpt 5lde 4n FNew York

Tlsy durlag the years of $ha graat femiaratlons,
it was not a ghaette, nor, like the French
mayrser In Yev Crleans oy Chninstown in <Gan
Pragelses, had it ever been a city within a
eity, saparats o iiself., The Channel could
nat he called the poor part of town, since

the ascflon south of the dopet was considerably
poorer {Heg's otheyr side of the railroad traocks),
and L4 wan not avén arelunively Irlshe-not
wnless the Ssoteh-Irlish mlgrents who drlfied
down fxom the BLll counliry %o work in the
thread faotory and the four or five industries
tihat provided eaplovaent in Tompoy's leaqd,

post of vwhow alag lived 4n the Thannel, were
siven sn 1daatific?%ian whioh thoy themsalvas
would have denled,’!

The Irish imigrants had coms o Fompey's Yead before
the Givil ¥ar. As there was no enployment in the pontle
trades, they were forced toe do work with thelr hands, which
wag conpldersd baneath tho whlte zma's dignity. Ty scoepting
W e N e we W AN R e e sk W W e

18 )

Hemilton Tasso, Ihe Visw from Fompey's Heand, (Hew
York: Doubledsoy and Companyl, Pe T

17
Ibid., pe 161,
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the work, they had "earned the mark of Oain."

The town proposed to Wulldl a channsl, and thens
gsgpla were hired to do the work. Negroes wars not used ae
alaves eoat over §1,000. This placad ths welus of an Irish
LiZe beneath that of » slave. Waen yellow fover set in,
the asotion in whloh they lived and worked was blooked off,
mad thus Chaunel wan orested.

Channel had burned in 1872 wut the people siill
ware tranded by the repubation of thelr forefunthers., Anson
Tngo, the protegonist of the novel, wished to dote a gixd
from the "other side of the trooks" and was reninded that
zany people still regordsad the Chsunel poople ia the same
pannor they hed before the uivil war, iHis father vas
ifverasl in his approach Zo town prajudice, Yut svon he
hesitatad ¢o allow Anson t0 bocome aszociated with these
people.

Yhile conversation had 4aken plaoe o ghort
tins velfore and Anscn ocould romeaber every
word of it. He lmew botier than %o imasine,
however, that his father would be altogather
happy 4f ke knew about hls date with "idse,
The genorosity of his view would have made
it nard for him to disappyove (a view
undoubtedly conditloned Ly those whips

and bagy of ¥ew Srieans coffee that young
pevid Fage onees hawxed throuzh the streeis
of Fompay's Head, Anson had come o realize)
end certainly he would never go 8 far sz %o
forbid hin to sep Hidse. 2ut s%ill, if he
rrnew about the date, he would not be alipe
gother happy. ie would say that with a

boy of sizhteen there wan alvays the denger
of some entangling slllance &and that 14 had
to be recoxnilzed, for thoe sake of everyone
sonceynod, that the danger was probadbly a
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%ﬁ?ﬁie.grgater ;fﬁthg young za?g in quagtion

ppaned 0 b0 & Chuanel girl,

In the rizld cscte systen of Tompey’s Head, 1%t was
practically Lapoasible to rise ahova the snvivonmenial
ptandsrds lapoasd wpon a1l mesbers. The Irdgh, thousn
nelisher poor nor without high hunng gstandards, wers the
soze yegardlosz of their locatlion., Nlco 3igzins, vho owmed
whe largest smansion in %own ond whose money supporied the
Lo, vas uneble $0 bacont o manser of the exclusive [ighe
Infantyy Club, decouse of his descent. He £8lt that his
marrioge Into oas of the foromost familliss would assuyre
hin of complete social aceepbtance, tut even this was not
enovghs  His Irish rackground still kept hin out,

thers won 11ttle asyone could do %o belon: to the
most exolusive group in Fompey's Hend. It just happened
by inheritance, or it naver happened, It was schieved only
by having an aacestral relation to the members of tho
Rovolutlonary btattalion from Pompay's Head which hed Lfought
under General CJarvel., inszon's fathor ocalled the prastice
of enlistment Shintoiam decauso 1% was baged on ancestor
vorship. Those who belonged felt little of Lo Lzportance,
but those who ware asoluded trled desperately to eraze this
prevaequisite. “ihat 1t offersd was & ready-made ldentity,
soneshing that couid be slipped into as one slippsd into &
coat,”

The Robbine femily, newcomers t5 the town and very

W NG e W SR e N o M W W e W -

Zblg LXK | FQ !50.
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soclsleconaoions, tried in every way %o overstep this
boundary, « they sntertsined lavishly and decorated their
home to mexe it one of the most Zashionable in town., These
were not enough, however, and the family suffered grest
tnhappinesa, |

A1 beocsuse ¥it dida't have ancestora. It
sounded sllly when snid asloud, but 4% wag
nonathelesy true, Xit'e beiny the prettiest
girl nar age wag not onoush, IYruly to daszgle,
ney radisuoe had te be looksd down upoa by
porsralts from the walle. Joo Aan Willlans
¢ould afford to Jest, that bright, oheerful,
boppywzowlnoky clrle«it booane part of heyr
Jegend of lamzhier when ohe nald, "We'yve

Just 1ike the Japanese., All we do is worehip
our ancestoras and est rice.” And 4t vas
gronted to 1i4tle Dinah Blackford, Wyeth's
thirteensyearw~0ld alater, aslso %o guastian
the incenus and the aitars, “"vhat's nmo
faporiant asbout ancegtors?” she demanded of

8 gathering of the lumediste vlan around the
dioner table one Junday afternoon, and then,
in the midot of the asmtonished peuse, "I
think thoy’re dull!® 3o Joe dan and ao
Dinan. Bat not Xit. Bhe had only thet
distant cousinshlp Lo suataln heri no matter
pow close sha came 19 the Lunox circle, she
eould not step within that final, guarded
rinpe-unless she narried into it, of couras,!d

The eods of aszceptanced also aprlied to the poor vho
wore held in servitude docause of thelr oconomic status,
and to the soneenforming individusls within the community
whape 1deas and hadvlits conflioted with the approved
rractioes,.

In tha graveyard of Spoon River there wars many
goeially isolated people who vwore unable throughout their
1ives to satisfy a deonp need 40 be acceptod, Habel Qaborne

W R P W W e W A6 e BN AN e

13
;b’eﬁlg P. 39
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coupores her 1ife o the geranium whioh needsd water. TFeopls
would pass snd notice the wilting Llower, but thay never
obagszved the starved 11fe that needed thelir love when it wan
poong thoxn. Her 1ife wap walting to be given %o the Sown

ghe loved, tub 1t vouo not wanted:

Your red hlocaoms suld gyeen leavas

Are drooping, besutiful goraniuut

Bat you do not ask for water.

Iou oammot epesk! You do not masd 4o opealiiws

Evoryone knows that you ave dying of thivast,

Yat they do not bring watey!

They pass on saylngs

"fhe geranium wonta watar,®

Aad T, who hed happinens to sharo

dnd Jonged to phore your happiness

I, wiho loved you, 3poon River,

And eraved your love,

Hithered before your eyes, Spoon Riverws

Thirsting, thirsting

Yolesleas from chagienesa of soul to ask for love,

Tou who kanevw ond gaw me perioh bafore you,

Iike this geranium which soneone has planted
OVBYT ney

ind left to aia.20

Halter Iritt wos nover o part of the town and its
people slthourh peorle lster remenderad hls imporicnce,

Eany of you poas no¥ on Sunday afternoons
And gayr I wish ha were here,”

"1'3 1ike to talk 0 him tee-day,”

Yet for years I walked the strests of Spoon River,
And foungd but few who had time for a word;
gr I stayed at home, and no one called,
And when I %00k to ny bed at lasy

You di4n't come much, snd thers I lay
Tonaly and longing for friendly handa,
Your time is past, fellow oiiizensg

four day of graog with me 1s sinned awaye.
I hava dapartedt=!

W s W de W R IR W A W A N S

20
apgon Biver intheloxy, p. 222,
21 ‘
Edzoxr let Mastevs, The Xew Jpoon Rivep, (Hew
{95%% TgT:E._Exggn

Yorizy Donil and Iiveright, » Vs
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ids Priokey reletes hey szperiences upon sutoring
the eommunity, "8 penniless zirl from Susmun.”  She found
nong 0f the deors eopen o hor hecaunse of her finonoinl
standing.

Botnding in 1ife 1s oailen to you:

I vos & pornilens girl from Summun

¥ho stepped fron the morning 4raln in

Bpoon Hivar,
411 tho houses stood befors oo with
slosed doors,

g draen shadesw-I was barred outy

I hed no place or port in any of then,<e

The “Shack Dwallora,”™ as the author of Ieyion Ilage
raferred %0 the paople of lowereincome groups, vere Cons
gldersd 113%1s botior thon sommon bensis of burden, capable
of nny soral oy social coryuption. 7The homea of thoese
were vondenned a2 aafit Yiving anarters and firs hazards,
s 1ittle wns ever done %o sid them, for thors wns &
general attitude that the poor ilived on the other side of
the world, awsy from "Haln Styreet” and wore to be left
alonee=ss long 89 they padld their bills. Hone of these
ware gopapted by the soclnl set of the toun, and assocliation
with thexm was 4iscourzszsd. Foth Allison HacXinsey and Ted
Japter wore in frequent arguments with their parenis begauae
of thelr aasgointion with the beautiful bdut Lispoverlished
Zalana Crosg.

Thoge people whose ootivitlen 414 not oonfora %o
seoppiad practices wers showvn the same cold indifferonce 29

T L
22 i
Abldss Pe V75,
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the forsigners and the poor. The tallor, Brik Valborg, who
vorked for o tine at the Zon Ton Shop o Hain Street, was
an ageréssive tut senalitive young men whoso only shorte
coming waz orsativenoss. Tho man regsrded him ag queer
‘bacouse of his &nterest in vomen's fineries-w-eu otoupationm
raserved for women, He strugpled in wvaln to overaons thisz
hondleap, bt fow could accept elther his Swedish natione
ality or hio umnmsual sccupation. He triad i vain to f£ind
gogapiante, Along with Corol Zeanicott he formed 2 temnls
tournament, Wt the tennis "entihusicote” of the towm played
elpevhere aand excluded him. As ke hod no other to tura %o
he bonané too fanilinr with Caroel, Pinzlly goosip forced
hin t0 leave Gopheor TProlrie.

finpvey Yorrick, in 74lla Cather’s “The Soulptor's
Puneral,” was anothor pen who wag artistic and cremted
sreat boasuty, but by the standards of the town be waz o
fallure.

®r4's too bad the old man's son 4idn't turn

out batier,” fanwsr Thelps ronarked with

refloctive authority. '"7They never hung

tozothers He apenit enough momey on Harve

to otock a entitle ranch, and he night as

wall have poured 1t into 3and Creek, I

HZarve nwzd stayed at home snd helpsd nurse

whet 11ttle they had, and gone into stoek

on the old wan's bottoz fggg. they might

6ll have deon well fixzed,”

The apulptor had tecome worldefamous and was the
only man to bring recomitlion %o the town by Lte amasociation

23 .
i1lla Cether, "2he Sculpter's Puneral” {Bostom:
Houghton ¥ifflin Compeny, 1937), pp. 201-232,



20

w¥ith bis name! PFud he 414 not practioe ons of the ascepited
ooeupations by vhich the town measured success, axd he wen
thorefors considered s fallure,

Ivbetoon found the gane situation existed in Spom
BEiver. Tho people could adsire a akilled craftsmen, but
art was & weote of his tine, He benane 2 plumber to oloan
the town of 3ta sounge whon sctunlly bhe wizhed to drain it
of 18 ignorances

I falled az a peintey of meadows and hille
About Spoon River: ,

Yor they hated srd, and believed in worky
ind they left s aoul in paln alone,

Tut umted 8 nen who wag hepor.

And the end nf 1t was thay starved me out,
3o I set to wark 106 dreiln Spoon Biver

ef 211 Ate deadly rofuso,

with plpes ond gewers and porcelain tubs
ind the boon of running wabter:

at, Ok, Seoon River, whers is the plumber
Ta make you olesy of ionorance,

ind oruelty, and the nmoney lust,

That splors 1ts yollow bhacherial plots
¥ith pulplt apoved moraliiy?

ABg who onn mend (he sovers of nate

That keep you slok, Spoon Rivert*

In sddition 10 sooisl exclusion for meny of the
town's inhabiisnts, thers was o suspiclous atmosphere from
which no gne could escape, Zech sxprassicn of individusnlisy
was cerafully welghed deforn a peraca dared exerd hizsels
for feay of having his neme “dispioyed on 4he courthouse
door”

There were faw people in the fown whose rspulstion
¥ea not ot one tlme or snothar jeopardized by Sown zoseip.
e h e e e e W W e W

24

the LZew IZnoon Ziver, p. 8.
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"io0in' down o et that ookl of hers s0ld,
wi% t ghet"

\5“?&

”*ali. 14 don't @x&a *Q“ﬁve% ta gell somothin'
1ize that, Soves Lo buy tas round 4rin.’

*ouk 3&3 mey decids to fl“ tank, or drive, or

<

unliny Lor thet natier,
"Hen't wuran no dLifrrnnte. She saa cosh in tho
imaev i* gne doa't use it.”
ALL ient,” sold ¥ite, reslonedly. "Une rounds

v%raﬁ 73 aia Lo liew ﬂcra{

man had ne ?aﬁﬁiﬁ\ around g leﬂlﬂﬁ
whea I first cone hers,” sold o
they were oubside, “znd I've naver
manzzed 4o ot the bent of Bis yed, And
now Lhe hell does ne Waow why Allleon o
, solns te New York??

"ryeryoedy In fown kmows,' sald Sonstance.
"loed thot %ﬁrﬁ”iﬁv yoult”

Hixe adzpitted. ii% Lfvs never been,
2 Bt Y oy, 18 g
able to fioare oud how 11T happens,’'-

Lowls took a different view toward Towa
sossie, e £231% that poople were uo bored iz tholr dull
1ittle own that a jJuleory plece of oosglp wos B way of

o

vroakins oo monotony of the svoryday routine. ol is

*

> oF Uayol Founloohth,

Lf-‘

F.] F. 3 P9 & A -
gvident in btne desallad orxiticisn

oot of the faults which people found with the youno dnczor's

flaansisfantion vl Corells attitude ”ﬁ& revolutionary

innovations %o the sottled aih;sfi 135 of the towm.

i st TR e

- Y ned &
111 %ell you the whole mtory: hey thiak
- - s F el L -~ N
gau‘re howing off whon you 54y 1hariﬂ’a
Pt 2

Smmurrison™t Uhay thint you're
500 frivoloua, Life's 5o oerious So Lnew that
Lhoy ﬁ&ﬁ‘t aasine ony kind of loushier excep
gguvuﬂit;r ;SN vﬁ.ﬁ T Lthold :illﬁ‘tﬁ ¥ag sure
you uere ﬂLﬁTQLiZi', nAr WASH . . .

]
™
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“Shy, I was nobt”
e « » you talked nbout encournoins readlnr

snd Mrs., Slder thouzhit you %ew@ patronisinns
when you s2id whe ani 'such & pretiy 1little
eord'  She thinks 1t's on enoramous oar!
And some of the =aerchants say you'rs oo
1lim when you talk to them In the stora
Fmiitt ‘ '

"Toor me, when I was trying to be frlendly.”
”. « » Gvery hounswife 1p town 43 doubtiul

hout yaur bein“ B0 ohunny with your Ton.

mll rizht to ha kind,. but they say you sed
&z Jﬁsu h ghe were your oousin. {ia2lt now!

Tnoya's ;iﬁﬂ“y more. )  And they inlnk you
vere escentrlieo in furnlshin: Shis PocGes
they think the broad oouch and that daronnge
dinmus are abwurd. aad I ocuesg ITve hosrd o
dazen oriticize you teosuge you don't 7o to

ohureh ofianer ﬁn* £ v o8 7

OUpo
228

slisnt pressures exert

"

S oa, B " . -k & e amt So Ty
asd been stirooeted o the sirl from Channel town glnceg the

a7 $ 3 e - ‘ » - kA
prade, tut be asw reallzed tne dsnsers involved in
A ; 1,
5‘:’ £ ; »iﬂ?}ff &

Alsnousn all the =iris in Jompay's lizo
fﬁaa&antl? identified by tghir éaﬂz LY ZANGSew
"eha 15’3;{2":’0"‘"*’{ rirl,” "the “illimaos sird,’
Yehe Carpont #ilrl weghanever ! i}*e Wi
“the Niszing ri”l” 1t hed & difforent sound.
Angen weg razinded of the colorad “1;c.zﬁs ta%
Foard of Mealth used Lo ook up on th
af o nouse in wiileh sonmealsdy kel an

o
.

$1linegge=ning ;3? measles, blue for *1ﬁnt;.

red for scarlet fever, and yollow for muap

”SLJ don't you nlud your oun tuninessy”
¥

0id Lo ;**iaq TV not “u% dns ddea :
e” anybody. Te uiins, L T wmnt to, 1t's my own

e B
e i'\ws‘

'-#u‘s AR A
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Anson realiced thnt zothin: o entively a2 privaese
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ingon Fasae related a welleimown story in Tompey's

B, Tven with

of almost two condturles, the toun asill

1

renanbeored the evenss in vivid desall.

Toll, fnooa sndd, thig Indlan zipl, Yooy,
w%a wag saryosed to be gulte bes ugi?u¢m«
thers vos oa old naing iww in the Yonvey's
Sond dlotorionl ussusm Shot won suprosesd
49 be a porbralie of her, ond Tor an Indian
#1»l ghe wog resily gulte atitractlivo~e-tnlg
vary, 2s he wos 3&;& e phokoed up
vgriis. ,» eazi*v that she booane qim
Zamual Alwyn's intsroreter,  This didn
kgag her from b&iny a rool ﬁxii@m %ﬂrl,

s} The youns men of the colony used

=]

pg ﬁ«VE font Toces, snd Hory alvays waced

with then, ,tﬂ Just o din”?ﬁ Qﬂt e

wgr @mt and nothinz undernoath, She used
ta wreotls *“&u way too. You would think
thot alter 51l thess yoaars 1t would hove

ﬁhapg;u weing a scuzﬁml, tut it hnd no
Jary fiaolly oerriod one of the colonls
g man naned €¥riﬁﬁi % attamley.e The

were ng lonser any ﬁemic 763 iﬁ amueg's
nead, btub thers *&3 & zanETV n&aed Jarpeatsy
that was degeended fron tm*w &ﬁ* hoe Wney o
2Art, erwy Larpentery who o ﬂais day had

iﬁ sort of apslosize becouge of the way

fe
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sy hg

» Ll o - - £ o Y
e oy Sira for whon Anson vorzed In Jew Yornk
y . o T A g b Ly gy
receivad 41y oaln business from pabllsniny hounog. nen

am Aneldont involvins the writer, Tarvin Yales, arose,
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of smallw-tovn soclety and the rosiricilons these pressures

erontad,

"The hell I don't,” Dliss replied, %iting
on his pips. "24d I evar aeﬁl you the ns
ol the plece I oaae from? It's l&cf%iﬁﬁ,
dinnegota, Dotk my *ﬂ”ﬂ&zaﬁdeva sore from
ne inst. Ous waﬁ %a%& in uppay 5ﬁw Tory
Sttt and the other in ! ﬁaasylvanza. ﬁhﬁg
eouldn’t nake 1t where %haw HEPEww10t Wal
encuth ﬁa sult then, aaywagmuanﬁ whoen uua
iz alorntion cmme alons they went Wast
whith 4% Thoy were both doctora, One was
% zood doctor and the otheoy wag o d“&ﬁ&.
4 roal ongd o honkptetoeiod heller Srom
way baok, And you oy wiat?” e bit on
his pipe ageln, ”?héﬁ' wag o givl in the
Hlackuwing Uish dchonl I thousht I was 4n
love with. onousht? I've never loved
gayone half go sueh in oy li*a. i wasg
in oy senler yosy then, and 1 neorly wenb
crasy becsuse h&r family wouldn't let n
so out with meweln oy éﬁy, and in :1ﬁcgaiw;,
Jinneaota, fanilies ned that power. ing
why wonldn't they? ‘esmse of ay grande
fathap Eliaa, They 2bill ronembored nls
bouky with the aautle ond wore afyaid thes
e tolat had been pa saed on to oo, IO
don't tell me I don't lmaw amall Sowast 49

ﬂ'

-
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Ashoush the town solden forvzot the Information

it nkad leowmed by the back door noup anency, the enthusl

& ey

Por sellins 1t ropldly dimlinlalied. Thie proceas ocourrsd

'nwv,nm#

more rapldly when there was now meterlel to raplace it,

“5f course, thers wore thoss who remeabored and talked,

tut whth eveyy nassing yesr the story grev less znd iloss

*

Intorontin-. ond there were always new poorle in new

dndh W
nH0

situntlons to be sosoiped atoub,
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she ptore opened

conver-

suddonly, letting in = gweep of cold
air that immedintely stifled all

4 Ty

gation around the aiove.
looked up
and the only 3
¥nown Shal ”1ﬁﬂ*aﬂ wag unaed
kept his vipe ﬂ&* of
ﬂvaﬁ"aﬂa aqﬁuqﬂ «ha ntove aould

9% *r*;;f

ne nadn't drawn on his pipe an
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I thought wes right, That's all,”

Sheriff Tuek Melracken glancsd at Gerry Gaze,

"Whyn't you do the business you coms for,"

he said, and be 41d not msk 1t 23 a question.

Gerry bsgan 4o make check merks next to the

items listed on 8 5iip of papser in his hand,

"Ho need for any of you guvs to hold a

pradee spalnst me,” he sside YA man dolng

what he thouzht was right.”

"sin't novody in Peyton Place holdin' o

grudge spalnst you that I uow of, Mr. Gage,”

said Clayton Fraszier. “It's just that soue

poople talk a God-awful lot, sud that does

get ti in!? l“*’"t

Town gosalp was not the only oritioclsa on whieh
the writers ware i genoral agresment. They also found
thet while the people of ths Soun were deeply concerned
about thelr lives and the iives of others in the come
runisy, there was a4 general indifferences toward outsiders,
whom they pitied only bessuse thoy d4id nod have the good
fortune to 1live amonz the "ehildren of Sod."

Day ofter day, year after year they performsd
the same tasks, visited the sanme peorle, and dlscussed
the game subjsote. How menbsrs were born amons them,
older ones died, and a fev outeiders would come to reside
in the town, %ﬁ% the pane face was prosented to the world
generation sfter generation, 1% is no vonder that the
active Carol Xemnicott felt the town was "dullness mads
ﬁﬁﬁvﬁ

In Deaphaven, 3arah Orne Jeveit found a state of

totel siscuation. 7he small fishing villaze had once

- N e W W N W W . w W e

1
> Return to Jayton Floca, P Gl
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been & flourishlng community, but now 4% was isoloted and
the people were spending thelr inslenificant lives apart
from the vost of the world,

It seemed as i€ 8l) olocks in Deephaven
and all the people with them, had stopped
yeara azo, and the people had been dolug
over and over what they had dbeen tusy
about during the last week of their
unagbitious progress. Of

Deephavan wag in o gomewhat different situation,
for this villaze had geen 1ts poris sbandoned by
commoraial ships, but the ladiffersat atiltudes of ite
reople toward tha outside world way characteristio of
nany other towne, The sltuation ezisted for Hawthorne
in Zoston, which was 1i4tle mows than & fown 2t the tipe
of bhis writing, e saw the ineffootunl efforts of the
people when weighed ssainst the provlens of the world,
and he apparaatly felt that thelr petrifled exlstence
f£811 for short of his sXpectations,

In all thatir varlety of occupntiones
the cobbler, the blackeomith, the poldieree
4hme Indy with her fan, the toper with his
bottle, the silimald aitiing by her coves
thiz fortunate 11ttle scaloty might truly
e seid %o enjoy harmoniocus existence and
to nake 1ife liternlly o dancé. + +
rossibly some oynle, at once merry and
titter, had decired to sicnify whatever
our business or amussmente<howevar serlous,
hovever trifiing--2ll dence at one identical
tune, and, in ospite of our ridiculous
antivities, bring nothing finplly to pase,
For ihe moat renarkable aspect of the affailr

g#gmau*uﬂnn#*"
52
Deanhaven, D. The
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wag that, at the csssation of the music,
everybody was petrified, o% once, fron
the zwost extravazant 1308 iwto a dend
torper. Nelither was the cobdblar's shoes
finished, nor the blackanmith's fron
ghaped out, + + + All wepre pracisely
in the sanme conditlon as before they
made thenselwes so ridlculous by thelr
hoste to toll, bo angag, to socumuilats
gold, =nd to be wise.n.

The toun of Twin “ounds wos also B "vozy nloro-
coan" ast apnrd and obllvious of the outelds world.
Ze We Howe Lol that Indiffcyenca was oharaoteristic of
21l town®.

Thare was one thing I notliced of Twin
Hounds which 1g probably true of every
ather connairy toum-~1% wayx oonstantly
thareatened sither with great prosperity
or grast danger, but whether the svent
threatoned the prosperity or the danger
cgny to @%gg, the Yown progregses choud
the sane,~

Sinclair Lewis fooused his attention on the toim's
apathy by alizning himself with tho maledjusted Caroel
fennicoti. In a discussion with her husbend Tarel asked
&hy the towm wae conplotely out of eironlestion end would

ot correct itsell.

"7an't there any woy of waring them up?
¥hat would happen if they understood
getentifie agriculture’® she besged of
Eennitott, her hond propiny for his. « +
#4s hand svallowed hers as he
started from thourhis pf the practlice to
which ho was yeturning. "ﬁhes? people? w585
Wake them up? Uhat for? They're happy."d

e N AR B WS W WK ek e Ak U6 a8 e

55@&6 fiougs ¢f yhe Jeven sablea, PP« 196+197,

L)
7 7he Story of o {euntry lown, P. 209.
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¥ill Kennleotd could ges aothing lsokinsg 4n his
13t%le soolsty. o was yelozed in 1t presense and
poxrfectly econtented. Ho 414 not wiah to lsave, oven if
were for only o vecsilion, and he 444 not do so until he
was foroed to by his restless wife. Taring cave of the
people he loved and bolung & part of thely trifling
netivities was his life's desire. iie had atudied in
another part of the country, and Zarel expected him to
phsre in her desire to inprove ns ovn 1ife and that of
otbers in copher Freirie. Instend he hod come back %o
thia town, 8%t up hias praciice, and deslred nothing more
than to live in contontment, This attitude 3inoleir Tewls
loveled the "Village Virus."

The ¥illage Virus iafected sveryone who lived
in the suoll toun., Thip orseping malignouney particou-
1&rly worked on the enerzetlic reformer end the restlecss
untili they wveslsted ne longer.

1)

“vou, why 4o you siay here?
YT have the village viyus,”
"14 gounds danzerous.”

*T¢ 4g. Yore dengerous than tho cancer
that will certelaly get ms st fifty unless
1 stop this smoking. The Yillaze Mrusg s
the rorm whlch 43 extraordinarily 1ile the
hookeworaeelt infests anbiftious peopls who
stay tac lonz in the provinces, fou*ll
£ind 1% epidemlc among lawyors end dootors
and ministers end college-bred merchantge-
a1l thess people who have hod a glimpse of
¥he world that thinks and lsuzhs, but heve
saturned ta the swemp. I'm e perfect

exzaple,

s & & @ @



Enen I first cane here I swore 1'd reep
up my laterssto., Very lofiy! I resd
Frowning aud woat to Dimneapolis for the
theatera, I thought I was ':eeplnz up',
ut I wes reading four coples of chesp
fletlonwnuzazines o one poan, I%d sut
off the Hinaeapolis trips t11 I had to
£0 there on a lot of lezal nestters,

# & & 4 @

1 dsolded to loave have, 3tern resalution!

Grasp the world, Then I found 4hat the

VAillaze Yirus had me, ebsolute! I Jidnf't

wvant to foce noevw strecis and younser monwe

real competltion., It was too easy 1o g6

on 2sking out conveyances and arsuing

dltohing tases, JSo~sthat's all 8f the

blegraphy of a living dead nan,S

Champ Perry szplelsed to Carol the conseguences
of remalning in the szell town. It destroyed the
initiative of the people, even professioasl men like
¥41l Xennicott, It made thes ghun opportunity and shrinik

from "reel competitlon,”

Georze Sray in Opoon River wes affected by the
sune dicezse, Tho opportunity to sive his 1ife mesning
and purposse was offersd to him, but he would not respond
beeause he elthey fecred fallure oy was unwillling to take
the mecssgory risks, &3 & reoult he lost the chance to
remove the tunger for meenizng in hls 1ife,

T have studled meny tines |
fmo marble ¥hiech wss chiseled foo' mew- '
4 bost witk o furled seil ot rest In a hardor,
To truthk 1t pleotures not my destlaatlon

fut ny 1ife,

W A e W W e S de e M e e e A
56
Ibid., ppe 155157,



Por love wag uffered na an& I shrank f£ron
ito dislilualonnent;

doryow mooied a* zy door, but I was alfrsid;

bLueltlion ealled %o ne, uut I drseded the chances,

Yet all *?e whlle I huageresd for meouing in

and now z &nmw t0at wo nust 1184 {the moll

And cateoh the winds of dostiny

sharavey they drive *ha boat

To put moaning into one's 1ifa nay end in
m&ﬁ%%ﬂg

Uy lif@ ‘Wﬁqua bt »mﬁivgw 1o ths Lortury

(6} raatlnaanﬁas and vagus éaﬂir€*~

I% %8 & bont loncin: for ges and yab afraid,sT

The Reverend Mr, Tltalerald in Zsyton Zlaoce, efter
e lifotine of study in theolopy, zave kls synpathies to
the Catholic sause, it would not make o chanza beoause
he wag wavilliin: to relinguish kiz poager poine. 49 a
result ae vepained 2 frustrated Zpiscopnl ninlater whose
volisious Influonece woa loat,

The apingter in "4 Jymphony iz Iavender™ had an
opportunity o be happy tut shrmmk froa 1t becaune of her
indeoision. She had a drean in which she paw the nan
ahie wan later to love, This nan appeared, they courted,
and he asksd nar 4o marry him, 3he hosiiated, "I don's
now what I oaid, bud 4% st have ozprossed ay repulsion
very stronzlys for afier o Zew bltter words, he left ne,
and T went into the houss, I nmever sow hizm agaia,"58

ehe T41lzscs Tiruy corried over into other areas

af town social 1ife, The towns had nony clubg unlay such

e W SR Wk GR W T o e e W W W

£,
J?m Ziver Antholosd, . £5,
54

o ”;. w
wpwy ¥, Wilking Trooman, & Syzaphony in Lavender,
1n & Humble ?généca {ztew York: ,3~par and Zrothers, !887),
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distinguliched nanaey o5 "sociel surdiy Club, darried Women's
Cemetoxy Improvouweni .odalliy, aud the Ibaaatopsis Clud,
Wt taelyr sostlvities ware gelden parried Zorther than

8 seclal zossip asemsiocn. Thoy geaorally hod o very high
purpess, wit ln aowaslity tnoy 4id very 1litile for the
improvenent of the town and 1%a pecple.

Qarel lenanloott was lavitod o jJoin the Thsage
topais 2lub, which wag designed ap o women's gtudy olud.
It bad beou d2fined by @ friend, Vide Zhsruin, ss "such
& Cony group, and ysi it puts you in douch with all the

ntoelloetusl thouzhss averywiers.’SY Carol uriefly
asasosisted with the 2lub, Wt after Zinding thot the
aroup soldom undertook tultural esctivities, sho drifted
away, Onz? sftornoon ahe boceng very exolted by the
digoovery sned the Jiny way golag to atudy fnglleh
POOLTY «

" nat poat do you tako up Loduy?® demanded

sarol, in hoy livrary tone of, "¥hat book

do you wish to fake oui?”

“Way the Ingllsh onss.”

Aot all of thew?” .

ewhy rot, volre lesyning ell of Duroepesy

Literature thls yeors wWhe Clubn gols such

6 nice smezasine, 'Culture Iints', aod wo

follow 458 »rozvans. Tost yoar our subleas

was Hon and desen in the OLlble, asd nexi

veay wa'll srabadly take up furnlahlings

and Tnlna. My, 1t does make & body hustls
£ xasp up with ail thege nev cg%tura

&

sublonsa, byt 3% 19 Laprovinz,Uos
W N e e W WA SR W DR ek W e W

ﬁi&i}}. $t§’ﬂﬁt, P 124,
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I$ took Carel only a short time 4o raalize that
these people vwere alther far sut of toush with eultural
events or had nevey imown what they were. IZrief reports
om "Shakeapears and Milton," “"Byron Yoors snd Pinne," mnd
"Tennyson and Trouning” were one afternoon's programi and
sven worse, the next week's study would concaern “Enclish
Flotlon and Zssoys,” Only Carol was sble to sse the
absurdlty of this astudy. The othor participauts weye
satieficd that tholr afternoon had desn well gpant in
sultural exchange,

In Spoon Elver, Arohibald {4zble found no culture
and left to seek earichment in the art centers of tue
world. Althoush he possesaed Yslent, his backoround stood
in his way and he was unable to develop ths techalque for
which he strived, He pould not saparats true art fronm
the "westsryn solil,"

I loathed you, Spoon River. I tried %o
rige above you, 4

I wes ashened of you, I despised you

An the place of my nativity.

ind theye in Rome, among tuhe artists,

Speaking Italicn, spesklng French,

1 meemod to myesif at times to be free

0f svery tyace of zy orkgin,

I secmad to bve reaching the heights of art

ind to breathe the ely that the maslers
breathed, _ A

And to sae the world wiih thelr cyes,

Put still they'd pass gy work aad gaye

Yyhet ars you driving ot, uy friend?

Somotimes the face looks 1lke Apollo'se"”

There was no culture, you imow, in Spoon River,

And I burned with shane and neld oy poace,

And wnat conld I do, all covered over

And weighted down with wesiern soil,
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Ixespt maplre, ond pray for mother

gégzgaigﬁzhgfwg§lgagiggtall of Spoon River

The gmall town 1 not fully the "prousinsd land”
thnt ths Joldsmith tradition plotured, nor 48 4t the
conter of the zex and cormuption that Grace Hstallious
splashes over the pagen ¢f hor anovela, The town is an
eagoelstion of people who depend upon esoh other for all
thely dally nesdn, It in notursl fhat fragueatly certain
sembare will £8ll gshort of the etandzrds which the town
nos iaposad upon then, and when they do, they are exposed
to criticlisn by the community. The tntentions of indie
viduals are often distorted ond they ocuffer because of
humon error or naliclous gosalyp, ut Ain most cases the
eriticlian 48 an everydey vroceay and ghows that the
taﬁu’ia Antorested in each individual.

The town poagsensen B certaln avtraetivengss or
invizible force whieh draws people %o 4%. In splite of
the coyruptlion that Alllson Mao¥eanie found in Peyton
Plaée, phe wag slwnye glnd 4o retucrn., "vhy 1s 1t alwaye
éueh & rellef to ne when I coms back?” wondered Allison.
"Peyton Tlace in small-town Americea at 1is worst.
Serrow, provinclel, gossipy. Yet, I never fecl really
safs snyvhere olse, nor contentsd,"t2

Angon fnge, after returming to ?émpéy'a flend
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with ity gouslip, prejudice snd snoblshness, realized thas
this wos 8tlil his home. Jinah Zlaokford ashed hlm why
he left. "He uondared 12 ho should have. He mew all
the faulste of Ffompoy's aald and the 4hings 1% could do
to peopls, and yet, since he kacw, he misht have been
able to work out his own solution., Tompey'e Mead was
the only place ke svar belonged, and not ontoe sinoce he
1284 nad he Lot that he belonged anyﬁheree”53

W R Sy e A YR MR s W W e W W
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THE THOPLGIIOHAL FEOPLE

Zvery town has ceriain nmembera who are indiaspens
gable to $he functioning of the community. T7f the snsll
town is an indersndent un&t, 1t 12 thepe gaaple'wha malke
1t possidle. In most instences, ﬁh&y live in the hest
seotlon of town and usually osn the ﬁﬁme gtraet, In Yeyton
Flace, 1t was Chestnut Street, but in eech town 1% is
about the same. | |

Chestnut Street was & wlde, tregephaded
svenuo which ran parallel to £lm Strest,
one block South of the nalzn thorsughfara.
Chagtnut Street had aiwasa>b&eng and still
wag, considercd o be the "best" atreet in
Fayton Flage, Every town has 1ta Chegtnut
Street, On the hottast sumnoer day, the
Chasinut Streets &re coolexr then &1l the
othera. 7%The houses thnt llne theme streets
always indioats, unzistakably, that they
wore btuilt 8t a tine when servants wore
ehend nnd plentiful, aad that the owners
eould afford them., 7o the paople who live
on the gther streets, these houses are
alvays mysterisus, One thin;s of gacret
rooms and bidden stelrceses,. '

Thave peopls wore the backbone of the town,

The resideate of Cheatnud Gtreet rezarded
thenaelves &n the backbone of Peyton ZFlaove,
They were of the old femllies, paople whose
anpeators remeabersd when the towa and been
nothing tut wilderpess, with Uazuel Peyton’s
eastle the only tillding for mlles around,
Betwean them, the men who lived on Chestnut
gtrest provided jJobs for Feyton Flacs., They
sonk cays of 1tz echeg and palna, stralightened
out ite lezal affalrs, formed 1ts thinking and

T T T
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52

apent its noney. Ustween themselves, thege

?ggnkgggoggrglggfgt the town end its people

Zhe people who live there ars the life's blood of
the cozmunity. They are the nsn with money, position, snd
influence, and iﬁ a real way contrnl the town., In addition,
the distinetive ocharacteristlic which each town possesses
are siven it larcely by Yheess men sand women, 7Thae profese
sional people incilude the minister, the teacher, the dootor,
the newapapar edlior, and the finaneciel magnate.

The minlater, the dontor, and the tescher are
generally raopla who werse trained ontsilde the cozmunity
and have come thers %o Iive., In traditional towns of New
England end nany parts of the Zonth, they may not possass
equal soeial status with those of Iaéal anceatral connsction,
ut thelr Amportance in the everydny shaping of the community
cannot be underestimnted, |

The newspaper editor is generally & product of the
toun itself. Ag & sohoolboy Ho probably bagan his training
dainé odd jobve and local reporting, and later worked himsels
inte the position of editar. iis knowledge and undsrastending
of the town and its people 1z unsurpassed.

The finoncisl macuats usually rose from the town's
inhaditents. Throush hersdily or gosd luock or & certein
financtal penlus, he has bteen able to rise above his rompote
{tors. Decsuse ha controls the livellhood of so many, his

W W A ek B W N e Y N W Rk W
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prestige and suthority aore greai,

The atudy of these cheracters shows o definite
developaant in literature. The writings which appeared
vefore thz Firpt Yorld VYar concerned mninly the externsl
hunasn behkaviors-~thodr dsily soconvlishments, thely assocl-
ation vith othera, and thelr Involvensnt in the plot. After
thls period, the enphasiz shifted 4o the poyeohologics)
ayprosnh. The astiono of ths 4Andividuals becmne subordinate
+0 thelry thouzhts and the motivetins forces behind thelr
bahavior,

The MWinloser

The country preccher wos highly respected in hia
community. In most ingtancos ke was o Protestant, ond he
wvaz me of the fow poople who tould bonst of pnsoegsing
anything above & secondnry sducation,

Goldanitn's racolleootion of the country preacher
wag most sympathetic. o was respocied ng a nmen whose
education and authority excaosded that of the other men in
the community.

While wardg of learned leasth and thundering

soun

Amaz'd the rpozing “uat op vang'd nrounds
And still thoy gas'd, and e3ill the wonder

graw 3
That one gmell bhezd could carry all he knew,
tne deseription of the mreacher 1n “The Doserted

r we Wl G G W W W WP e N e
3 |
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Villeze” 1o reainiscsat of the parson in Shaucer's "Centere
tury Teles.” He was o shapherd to bils psople, alvays
extending hic hand 40 lead she Zlooh 1o the paths of rishle
edusnesne  fhe door of his homs was open to 8ll bls parishe
foners and the womeless poor. Hils ainlotry wez simple and
dirent, but She pover of inly mesessze touched eyen the noat
girentical,

The villaze prescher's nodeogt munsion yose.

4 uen he wes to all the countyy dear,

ind passing ylek vith forty pownds a yourg

Remote from Zowng ho ran hle ¢odly race,

tor e'er nad chanz'd, nor wish'd to chanze
his placog

Tapractictd ne to faun, or seek for power,

Iy dectrines foshlon'd to the vorylanp hours

Yoy other aiwus his heart ked lezimed Lo prize,

Yore axill‘d to ralse the wretched than %0
TLog,

¥4z houss was xnown o 811 the veozrant traln,

ne ehid zh&i? wanderinge, bui yelieved thelr

ging

he lagg*reﬁﬁmaﬁr‘& besger was hlg guent,

whope benrd descending swept hile azed btreaats

The ruoin'd apendthrift, now ny loaser proud,

~ipin'd kindred there, and had hilsg clolms
allow'dy ' |

The broxesn soldler, kindlg tads to atay,

sat by nis firs, and talk'd the nishi awayy

Yept o'sr hiz wounds, or, tales of soryow done,

noulder'@ his oruteh, and show'd how flelds
waTs Won,

At ¢hureh, with meek end unaffacted crace,

¥ig looks adorn'd the veneratle plsoes

Truth from tis lipe prevell'd with doudle sway,
ind fools who came to ssoff remain'd to pray,
tha service pmaob, sround the plous man,

witn steedy zeel, each homest rustlo rang

S¥an childven foilow'd, with endearing wile‘
ind plucked his gown, to share %he rood nan's

gaile,
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i roady suzile a parent's warnth exzrrsss'd

Thelir welfare ?leaa‘a bim, and their cares
diztress’y;

To tham*hiﬁ heart, his love, hio griefs wors

‘ Fiven 2 . » )

¥at all his serlous thouzhts had rest in hoaven,t

The relizious influence of the Frotestant Church wag
duat as atrong o imerican gnull-town liteyature, dut the
pinizter ag a public 2igure fulled to aoguive the proninence
or sanctity of the ninlster ia Goldamith's poem,  ¥ill Rose
in "The Iz 2tick of the Snall Tawn™ points out the cuthority
exerted by the chureh over tho comminity 1ife,

Feepins cavefnlly in the background, the

erurchn 1s, nevartasless, a donlaant ine

fluence in the small towi. 3% L blopew

then the hank, then the elubg, than ihe

schools, than the homes, then the polltics.

¥onay ond lmngd fear to grappie with 1t

It overshadows every historical traditlon.

Yes, rarely doog 1t losue an ulilnadunm,

never ineso-far %@ my personsl exparience

with it extands.”

The ghrangth of 4he chureh cannat be undereatinzated,
tut ite force wan loza epperent in the lives of the people.
They atiended remular services ¢a Sunday end ctserved the
ordinsnces with dutiful sare, but they lasked the enthusiaszm
which i3 such sa importsnt part of the Turistlon religlon.
Their practlces wers mot hypoorizlicsl in the ususl sense
bacause they 4id not Live contrary to thelr tellefa, A

wors accurete appraisal 1s thet thelr faith lacked the depth
ﬁ*“ﬁﬂﬁ%“n“ﬁ&ﬁﬂ.

e
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necessery for a relizious 1life. I% wes a practical raligian’
with paritloular omphasis on how thoy lived thelr iives in
the everydasy material world, rether than thelr degree of
felth in God. |

Zhere wan thus a distinet diffevence betwesn the
megsage the minister dellivered and the understanding of the
apathetic members. ie emphasized falth as the gulding
rrinciple in 1ife, and the congregetion epplied this only
to their dally 1ife., They could not couprohend the two
Bapects &t onoe.

| Although Senrge Masteraen was ndt o minister, he

clearly 1llustrated the dlstorted views ol the people townrd
relizgion. The people of Spoon River could accept the sase
and comfort wnioh electrio lighis gave them, but when lizhts
were proposed for the strests, B conmunity project invclviﬁg-
expense, they turmed to thelr “duaty” Bibles for a foruldding
BRAWETr.

Stranger! I saw alectyio llghts come to

Spoon Eiver without & protest,
fud whon I inouguraied kerossne laaps for
the atrents
gg;;gg?ggﬁgaiﬂéa inteorference with the divine
Which gagngrﬁa&aaﬂ darimess for the nizht}

And that lighted strests would ¢ause pesople
To remain gut late, , | |
Producing rheumatisa end Ltumoralityy

And that thieven would be emboldenad,

And hoyseas frightened.

You were wrong about oll these things,

mut you never learn anythlng.

You are still obstrueting
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7he lighting of the strsots of thousht and 1ife
¥ith your idema sbout the digina ylan,
snd your idesa about morsis!

The unifying thene of the Spoon River nministers is
that ecch was misunderstood in some yhase of his work or
34fe. Freanont Deadmen tried eveyy mothod he could o bring
his congraegation t¢ ohurck. He¢ first toned dowvyg his ﬁaasaga
snd deslt with human problems, but this wes not enoush %0
£111 the pews or the colleecsion plate, He tried church
suppors end even dencesz, tut only he wad willing to cone
promise. Finally, he wes forced to lesve the minletry for
iscx of financoisl suppors.

I tried thenm with sermong: ’

"ranptation,” "Chosing a Character,”

“$he Unmarried Yoithor,” All no goodl

I zave them theolozy, “ods«head demonstrations,

The gacraneats snd scheme of salvastlofe=

Eapty pews and thoe ohureh ia dobil

I gave thea 2 travelopue: Yellowatone fark
with Viowaws

Quite & crowd: 4the movie was cloged for
repalrs that nizht.

The Nev. Altheff Fllge and I

Joined hands %o save the churches:

¥e pot up suppers at She Peklu Tes Gordens,

&£1lowad the youns to dausve gguars dances

To sarzophones, gerved glazere-slet

It wouldn't do, for 1t waen't realj .

¥s couldn't compete with tho children of darimess.

I quis ot lagt and tegen to lectuXdes

You see I needed moneyl?

¥illiam Shipley was dedionted to the ninlstry. He
gave his entire 11fe serviaz the needs of the people, and
now he lies forgotten in the graveyard of Spoon Biver, iHia
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chief repret s that his 1ife has been spent in vain, for
the lives he wished to influencs do not have o clesr under-
standing of his nessage.

Do you know who I was, 0 riotous generation,
Lliow when thoughts and beliefs errange themselvos
in no order of beauty,
Eut are pleces of droken mirror gcattered upon
e transient {loor,
Reflscting no heaven, nor sven thea roosm of 1ife?
diave you thought of me, & weary mesgenger of peace,
A parvant in tho house of God,
A noart dissolved in gzospel love%
How 1 llved in poverty, upon theo bounty of friends?
Visiting the sick, conlorting the oppressed,
Jounseling love, forglvenssa, chardity, the
: blanmeless 1ife,
A shepherd of men to the fol4 of heavent
Then broucht to this humdle grave aand forgotten,
Loat in the weeds and sgnken earth of fifty yearsge-
Do you know what I was?

The church wes considered by some as a soelal ageney,
a place for peopls to mest and dlascuss the events of the
past week, "We sre an old-fashioned folk in 3weet Aulurne
wo g0 to church. ¥e think ®we ought toestesides, we can't
help 1t. + + o To obey the insistent behest of the church
bell is perchance to leasrn that Jim Asa medltates shingling
his bern, or that Ichabod Alderney is stricken with the
gout, or that Descoa Adaas has slain his fatted Chester
Whites."d

ous critics of the mnall town were careful in denle
inz with the religlous aspects of the town. They made few

S % 0% de N N 0 s es S W W W
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accusations, but thelr attitudes were obvious, Sinclelr
Lewis, for instaonce, has 1ittle %o say about the relizlous
proaoctices of Gopher Frairie, but as he aligne hinself with
the rebellious {arol Remnicott, he stends amalnst religlon
ag 1t was practlced in the town, Carol seldom attended the
gervices of the church and wap sharply eoriticized, The
peopls whon lewis satirizes in the novsl vere resular in
attendence. |
In Zhe Searles Leiter The Deversnd r. Dimmesdale

tocans invelved with one of his parishicners, Meater Prynne,
Frognancy reauitad, snd the girl bore the child 4{n shane,
She pocepted full responsibility for the morsl feollure and
would not reveal the foather of the ohild, even after a
public denuncistion. The young ninicter was freed from
certain destruction snd was abla to acquirs nlgh eatoen in
the comounity by hig eathusicstie preashing. Inwardly,
however, he wag a btroken man, The passions of the mlnistor
ars not reveslsd, bul eash time ho appesrs he 1o more
withered and old. Tilnally, this burien of guilt was too
great, and he 4isd, confessinz his 2ino to the people pube
1iely.

Hawthorne's works show the actlons of the chare
astars and how they are affected by the clrcumstances
ravenled, but 11%tle attention 1s ziven to thelr emotions.
The charscters appear veyy human, even without a psycholo-

gleal approach.



The Reverend Vir, Dimmendale is repreacnted np a
covardly mon vwho will aot face thoe responslbility for his
moral fallura, e had pany opportunities to lessen Hecter's
humiliation, tut he alweys shrunk from it. The suthor does
not condemn him for his woazimessy the pan 1s to be pitled
rothor than jJudged, for his judement of himself ig more
hersh thar sany which goclety could plocs upon him,

dokn Vestlock, in The Ztory of 2 Zountry Iawn,
tells of another ministor who f£ell into evil ways and wos
foroed to besr the burden of bis inigquities. Westlock wes
& lay preacher of Polrviov and was honorpd and respected
by the poople of the conmunidy. He held o position of
suthority in the tovm, aud most of the people looked o
hin fbf guldence, e alone knew the gecret passlons which
grew daily in his heart. He left the towa and became 2
printer, giving up hio positlon in the church. This
happened guite suddenly and the roesson is not revealed
until zueh later. He fourht with hls consclence end was
finally overcome and forced to ylecld %o his temptation. In
the note he left for his son, the reesen for hils ecctlons

48 yovenled.

shether vou knew it or not 1s not inporw
tant to %hs purpoge of this letter, but
for scven yeors I hove been infatuated
with the women who im my compenion in
this wleked business, and she has been
the temptation azainst which I have
fouzht and prayed, but 1a splte of my
sfforts end prayers it han gpovm on ne,
untii I an no lonzer a man.

o W W e S e W W A A e e W
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The confession of John ¥estlook was as much & shook
to the roader as to hiw zon, who received tha mote, I, ¥,
Howe, like Hawthoyne 4n The Zesrles letter, deslt only

¥ith the outward appearances of the struzeling man., XNo
one kaew of hle inner toriuree-his Just for “ra, Tremalne,
a aembar of his congrazation, He was siaply portraysi ag
8 faraeyr worklaz hard 4o make & sucosas of his aaall
holdinge. When nls day's work wee dons, he would spend
long hours reading hie Zible sud meditoting. Jeldom 41d
he apsak to snyone; and when he 414, he apoks in short
Zunbled gentenses. Ye ses the man only throush the eyes
¢f bla gont

Suping this %time, too, I first noticnd
thet ny father was nobt llke other asn who
cane to gur houss, for he wag always grave
ond quies, and hed 1ittle to sny ab any
time., It was o rellel %0 me t¢ have hinm
ask the bdlessing st the table and pray
soxninz and evening, for I sgeldon heard
uin volce mt =ny other tine, I bolleve
I rezarded bis gulet mannory only 88 an
avidence that he wag mors plous then
others of his clsos for I could make
nothing slue out of 4%, tut often re-

- gratied that his religlon 414 not pore
mit him to notlos mé nmore, or Lo take
a8 wit ib&m ¥hen he wont away in the
wWaTon, '}

ned Westloek's obaervation of bis father would apply
to the minister in most susiletown 1iterature, In nany
instences the country preacher stands s direst contraat
to the livaly sotivities of the town, and appears only when

P . I I B B
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somne relislous observance is vequirsed. They are not a real
part of the soclety that go badly needs thelr leadsrship.

The Reverand Soode Shepherd, vho replaced Vestlock
as the minlster, wag & kind man, but never was able to win
much gsteem. He was llked, but few would have sought his
guldance in aolving thelr probvlems. “tYhen his t2ll form
and ptle face appoared above the pulplt at Falrviow for
the first dime, the inprescion was general among the people
that he wag older than they expected.”'? He remsined
insignificant, thouzh he performed his duties falthfully.
¥hen the marrisge of hie daughter ended 1n separatlon, he
acoepted the %raggd& with stolosl silence.

Mr. Paysweather of The Erimmins “up vas the patri-
arch of the town, He kmew the history of Vermont and often

1aakad down his pose st enyone who 41d not. He "put the
sunday school rubbay ataa? on everything he talked about,”
These ninisters, like the church, may have been a
hidden force controlling the conduet of the people, tut
they werse not a part of thelr averydey 14fa., They wers not
the vigorous Uhristian examplea of the {ighting =martyrs
sbout whose 1ives they preached, They ecemed to have been
vietima of the Villege Virus alsg., They carried out their
duties faithfully, but naver exerted themselves to win men

o thelr cause.

ﬂ*maumuﬁﬁﬂ-qwn
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Curtlis Hartman, the Fresbyterian minlcstoer of Winese
turg, is very diffevent from moat of the country preschers
in the small towns. He posasessed real Christisn enthusziasm,
and 4%t Lo quite pozaible thai he exerted great influence in
the commnity which he served., Shorwood Anderson does not
relate this to the reader, but his meaning 13 apparent.

| This mon had beon vesred very susterely. His formal

oducation had been ¢losely asupervisad, and he was marrled
under strict soclal conventions. In ell his llfe ho had
not knows real temptatlion, but there was no doubt that ho
preached freguently on this subject, His 1dess on tho
subjeet came from his study not his experience,

| One night as ho sat in his study, he ssw the young
schoolteacher, Hote 3mith, thrduga the window of her voon
next door. Sho wos lying on her bed smoxzing & elgerette,
her ghoulders wnscovered. He struzgzled with hinmself, tried
to turn away, bwut tomptatlon wag too great, iHis first
{mpuloe was to blame God for lettlng this sla enter into
his 1ife. "Throuzh oy doys as a youn: man and all through
oy 1ife I have gone quietly sbout my worit,” he declared,
M:ihy now should I Ye tempted? What have I done that thls
turden should be laid on me now,"!3

e pext blamed his wife, who was evidently s cold
individual, and who had not considersad hor husband as a

1
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man. In these condermations there was 13tile satiafaction,
for he knew that this wes his own mnsn fallure, In aplte
of hils entangloments with his esstions, he raturned several
Times to the room to wateh for Zate, whose habis 4% was to
1ie aoross the bad and anoke befors retirinz.

On o nizht iz Jenusry he walted for the il %o
appear, She was Inter than uounl, but when ghe d444d cone
she wns conplotely nude, Instend of assuning her ususl
nogltion, she knold in prayer teslide hor bed. that wighd
have bean for the minister the quintesnsenilsl nonent of
pansion became o nighimore. Suddenly he felt chilled and
reclized he £inslly knew the temptetion that had bveen the
sublect of bis work.

Tho ways of Cod arvs beyond husan wndore

standing he erled, running in quickly and

olosing the door. Ie bBegen to advance

upon the younz men (Seorge ¥illord), his

cyes gloving and his volce ringing with

fervor. "I have found the 1izht," he

eried, After ten yeors in thio town,

God hag wanifeoted hinmgel? to me in the

body of & women,"?

ke minlstry wos doubtless more effective for
furtis Hovsman efter 4hie incident, because he then knew
from hig own experlence the strensth of humen enotlions, end
the senction which his relizion could afford hia.

“he 3Schooltezcher
the iaportance of the schoolteacher to the small

town i3 escond only to the minister, Doth were educated

e "I L B B
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outnide ths town and assumsd places of importsnce on tho
strength of thalr profasstion.

Dliver Toldsmith recocnized the position of estoen
held by the village mapter. The man who Saugh? in tho
schoolhouso comannded the respect of the studonts both by
his undarstanding ond by the otiok wiich he held over their
heads,

The villaze master tausght his 11ttle achool,

4 man severe he vag, and gtern to view:

T mew hinm well, an& avary trumt new:

Wall hiﬁ'tﬁa voding tremblers learm'd to

PACEH

The day's disastors in his morning Inces

Full wa%l they lauzh'd, with counterlelited
gilea,

A% all his Jokes, for many a joka had hey

Full well the busy whigper, cireling round,

Sonvey'd the dlamnl tidings whea he frowm'd,

Yet he was Rind, or, 1f severe in oucght,

the love he tore Yo legrning was dn faalt,

The villaze all declar’d how muoch he knows

tovas certaln he could write, and olpher toos

Lands ke oould meosure, tersa and tides
preange,

4ind e'an the otory ron--thet ho could pauge:!d

The Anerican Leacher of the szall town was froe
quently & wozen. £She alsp commanded much respect and vas
congidersd an intelleotusl authority in the community,.
¥apt of those teachers ssgsumed & specisl place in the town
and found that thelr ideals seldom conflicted with the
local sociaty. vids Sherwin in lain 3ireet was a regular
membor of the social cluba and partles of the town. 7arsl
renaleott found intellectusl stizulation in her companionship

”ﬁ*bﬁﬂﬁﬂbﬂ“
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end trusted her as a friend. It wes she who wns honest
enough to tell the ambitious Carol of the town talk whish
hed Jeopardiged her reputation.

The teacher usually had high ideals and espirations
for his students., He realized thot his waep & posltion of
importance to the malntenance of the educational standords
of the school, and he felt thaet his influence with the
students would help them to find & mors sscurs ploce in
the world. The teachers' ldeas were not so strictly coa-
fined to the little town as were those of the children's
varsaots. This vislon enabled them to mse their studenta
in life's business far beyond even the students’ expectations.

Elsie Ynornton, the olemeatary schooltoacher in
Peytbn Tlace, dictured a2 few of her students in places of
estoen in the world, snd having influence far greater than
har owm. Her frustration wag soevere waen she realliced that
most of then would settle in the %own and accouplish nothing.

At timeas like thess, when Mlss Thornton

waz very tired, she folt that she fourht

a loging vattle with imnorance and was

overcone with a sense of futility and

helplessness, #hst sense wag there in

nagzing & boy into memorizing the dates

of tha rige snd full of the Roman Emplire

when the boy, grown, would ailk cows for

a 1iving, as had his father and srandfather

vefore him? %hat logic was there in pound-

inz deocimal fractions into the head of a zirl

who would eventually need to count e?éy 20
numbar the months of esch pregnanoy?

 de WR G G W en e W
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In the gravoeyard of Spoon Niver lzy Zmily 3parks,
contemplating this ssae guestion. Had heyr gtudent, her
favorite, accomplished even a part of whab she expected?
She feels that 1f tho gtudent did not fulfill her axXpace
tations for him, her own 1life was meaningless,

Yheras 1g my Yoy, my bHoyme

in what part of the world?

The boy I loved best of nll in the school?ws

I, the teacher, the old meid, the virzin
heart,

¥ho made thea all my children.

214 1 xmow my boy aright,

Thinking of hin sg spirit aflanme,

Active, evor aspiring?

Ohy boy, btoy, for whom I prayed and prayed

In nmany a watehful hour at aight,

g you remenber the letter I wrote you

Of the beauntiiul love of Thriat?

And whether you ever ook it or not,

¥y boy, wheraver you aro,

York for your soul's make,

That all the clay of you, all the dross
of you,

¥ay yleld 4o the fire of you,

t241 the fire 13 nothlnz but lizht! . . .

Hothing but 1izht! 7

fmily Sparka' anxlety for hor pupll was rewarded,
for when he was in tha depths of despalr, he rameabsred the

days of his youth and tha inspiratioa he nad received undexr

hia former teacher,

Well, Zmily Sparws, your prayers were not
wagtad

Your love was not all in valn,

T owe whatever I wag in life

To your hops that would not give me up,

7o your love that sow 20 stlll as zood.

Dear Lmily Sparxs, let ms tell you the story,

I pass the effect of my father ead nother;

““‘“‘gpaﬂﬂﬂ
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The milliner's daughter mode me 4roublo

And out I want in ths world,

“here 1 passed through every paril known

0f vine and women aud joy of life.

One night, 1n & room in the Rue de Hivoll,

I wan drinking wine with 2 blackeeyed cosotte,

snd the tears svam into uy eyes,.

Ine thousnt they wers amorous tears ond smiled

Jor thouzht of hor conguest over ne,

Fut ny soul was three thousand miles away,

In the days when you tsuzht me in 3pooa Hiver.

snd Just because you no more could love me,

dox pray for ma, nor write nme letters,

The sternzl silence of you spoke ingtead.

And the blackeeyed cocotte took the tears for
noxrs,

A9 well ag the deceliving kisses I gave her,

Somehow, from that gcur, I had 2 new visione«

Dear :nmily Sserksi!

People regpescted the teachsr, tudt thelr adsiratlon
414 not oome without its vesponsibvilities. The conduct of
the teachsr was expsctsd to e a nodel for her studenta.
It 19 no wondayr that so often she was an old meid. PBut the
tencher was husas and had wesknespes which made the soclol
regtrictions difficuli st tlomes,

ﬁﬁ%e 5mlth was conslidered a2 settled wonmsn of thirty
who carried out her dutles in sdmirable fashion, but she was
a passionate woman who needed love. "In resality she was the
zost eagerly passionaste soul among thea, snd more than once,
in the five years oince she hud come back Irom her travels
and bLecome a schooltsacher, had been

to settle in Hinesburg

compelled to go out of the house and walk u2lf through the

nlght fizhting out some battle raging within,"19

g . T .
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Hate needed companionship, and the object of her
admiration was George Willaxd, the unifving oharacter of
the book, The nizht when she was geen nude by Curtis Hartman,
she had slmost lost control of her emotionsz. She had gone
into the newspaper office and found George alone at his
work. Goorgs was a former student, hut now she saw hin as
8 man who oould matisfy her passionate drive, Zate forced
herself upon the editor and he kissed her. She suddenly
regained control of herself, slapped hinm, and ran home.
Her sobbing and praying at least temporarily quieted her
emations, ;

Xate wag more fbrtuuazé than Fera Yullen 1in Main

Stxest, end also more zullty. 7The youny schoolmistress in
her first year at Sopher Prairie school went to a dance with
the 1mma£ura sud irresponsitle Oy Zogert, iHe forced her to
have a drink ané tried ta‘molaat her, but shoe resisted.
5ho was £inslly ébl@ 0 carry the boy home slthouch he haed
Zbeaomé Arunk snd rebellious. FHumors spread by hils mother
next doy plsced the blama upon the girl, und she lost her
3ot as a result. If she hed not been o teacher, it is
doubtful thet the opinlons of the town would have affocted
ner, but elnee she was supposed to be & symbol of virtue
and rightecﬁs 1iving, ehe was ostracized. She lost her
roaition in Gopher ¥rairie, sad she was unable to find

anowhar pecouse of her first fsilure,
dot only wos the reputation of the teacher endangzered
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by loose practlces in the %town, dut nlso she was under oboere
vation in the elrsaroon. Tertain gubjects were forbidden
and ahe pyesentod then %o tha class at great risk, DJatherine
0z3 in Spoon River was firaed for tesching the birth process
and the theory of evolution.

"Tombatone” Johngon, heed of the school boaryd,
Aphaned Lnat he sprang fron an egg,

and a wxrlagling soerm,

sut proud that man weas orested fron duss,
Though dust ig dirtier than enps,

gusted me from my place in the school

For showing a picture to the puplls

Of & onild emerging from an exg skell,

And tellinn them all the beauty and wonder
Of evolutlon taat umaikes a mind

ut of an ege and sperm,

Jo I retived and siwwruspled alons,

And starved a 1ittle, and btrooded much

70 the ead of thoe favcels"

Tha ~ooboy
Another imporiant person lu tha gaell town was ths

doctor. i3 eooial poslilon waea guits differeat from that

¢ +he minlstor and the bteecher, for the towm wus dependent

upon his gorvicus: o wag a peli=cupioyed profeasional

men. This afforded hin more f{recedon witnout placing his

socinl posision in jeopurdy., Idke the othars ne nad teen

treined outside tho comaunity, and thisc tralulng allovwed

nim to ve objectlive withoutv gocial restrictions beins placed

upens hin.
Sptthew Swaln bpd bocoms &
hosplsal, the Jeyton flece Loapltal, but few

£ixturs ia the towm,

which had oue

20 ) ’
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consldered it more tham Xatihsw Jwalin's office, e dille
gently performed his duties and sometlues exceedod nls
lawful professional Iremedon. %y perforzin: aa abortion on
Selena Trogss, he risked hisg rerutation; but vhen the inoi-
dent won discovarsd, no cotion wag contemplated. The
community realirzed hovw dependont 4% was on the doo%or.
"Cane back in e year,” he asald, Yto see 1F lntt Swalin 4o
111 4n tusiness. I'11 bet you o 50244 rold key to Feyton

Floce that Ba'll o83811 be living on “hestnut 3ireet and
soin: out on nizht ealis, "l

N, “weln was not 8 man who oould lookx at the town
without vealizing 1ts schortcomings, e volnred hle erliiclonm
freely and wea willing to support any worihwhile rofora.
His poaition earped for him the esteenm of the tova withoul
the responsibility of plessinz its peovle.

uhem the school board was contenplating ranoving

ﬁiehael Rosal hecouss of Lilison's book, latthew Swaln

votoed the strongest disapproval. His couragoous support

of “he underdog persucded one of the threse-zenber hoard, bhut

the others were ilmmovable.

I4 was &t thet moment that Doc Swaln
enteved the achool bourd orfic? and saia‘
"ir noon 4§ the prayer mecting's ovor, I 4
1ike to say anfswkwgraa about the raoprointe
nent Hikg HoBBie
ﬁ?ﬁ&'?i‘%&ﬂ iate," said Aoberta, ~
vT¢ty already been put to the vote,” darlon
told him. 'ihe sonool board 1s mow on record,

i

“ﬁﬂﬂﬂu&‘-&-
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&3 of this date, ageinst the renewal o
contract of %1&3 Rgaai.” b of the
Charles Partridse shrugzed his shoulders,
indlecating to Matt thal he had tried sad
falled, o

"How thot I'm here,” Mottt sald, "I think
;:11 gay ny plece anyway.”

'If you have anythinz to say, you can say 1t
at town meeting, Natt," Roberia told him,
dett ismored her. "Mr., Chalymen,® he sald,
and Charles gulckly eaid, "The ohair recope
nized Dy, ¥Fatd Swain.”

Hatt atood at the lonz bosrd table soross
fron Roberta and Herion. "It geens we aren't
content with pillorying 4Allison Mac¥enzle
toeause she had the courace %o hold up s
nirror and wmake us look &t ourselves, we have
to atteack her tarpugh her stepfather and
punisi og innocent man btecause he has the
courase to stond by his child,”

Doo Swain put hls hands in his pocketn, bent
his body forwerd snd looked down at $hae tabdble,
“"it's a pud day for sll of us,” he said in o
low volee. "we'lve come o long way from our
garly dsys in this lend when our grandparents,
thoge migcuided fools, thought that couraze
waa & virtus.,” He ralzed his volive, "I ask
you this, ladies., I ask you thls. Uill we
now reward cowardice? Since courage has
bacome a puniohadle offense in your eyes, I
proponss we get up statues to the men whcggeat
thoir wives and sbandon thelr ohildren.”

%111 Zennleott 41d not have the objJectivity of

Hatthew Swaln. He was & good dootor and gerved the needs

of all people indisoriminately, sand in hla town he could

find no wronzs vhon the shortsighted cltizens described

Gopher Frairie as the moat sdvanced tovwn in tho area, he

readily azyeed, iHle dedication to the medical profesalon

snd to his people is certein, snd the only noticenble

gshorteonming was hls neivete., o could not understand his

O TE T TR R
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restless wife. Ohe nesded a source of fulfillment, 2 goal
toward which to work, & m&ﬁ&ian‘in 1lfa, 3he waa unadble to
asccapt the settled 1ife of the other women. His fallure to
recosnize her needs alzost cost him his marrlage.

fna chsractoristic shared by smalletown dootors was
the impartialidty showvn %o thelr potients. They generally
sspociated with the towm'’s elite, btut professionzlly they
iznored sny such rasirictions, Hatthaw Swaln cared as cone
golentioualy for the shoek dwellers, the towm drunks, and
foreicners sz ne 414 for his own nelzhbors oz Chestnut
Ityeet, Will Zemicott served +he Swedish laborors with
equal diligonce, Dr. 34tbs of "Our Towm" mede the peogla
of Polish Town & real part of Crovers Jorgers professionally.

In geasral the life of the town dsolor was dodloated
to the people he gorved, snd the authors aé tovm literature
acknowledged the sarvices he performed. With few exceptions
he was & trusted and syapathetio friend dedliceted to the
welfers of his pablents.

The 3ditor

The editor 4id not reqﬁira the professlonal tralning
necessary to the minlister, the teacher, or the physiclan,
Ho often mrew up in the comzuniiy, ond as 8 youth became copy
oy for the tawﬁ nowespapers. If he possessed a talent for the

tasiness, he beceme an understudy to the editor, and succeeded

him upon retirement,
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ide lack of formal education in no way lessened his
inportance as & town personality, sud whils he was greastly
adnired ag 2 rule, he was often feared by the poople. He
stood oo the stromgest link in {he choln of ocommunicasion
koth for the comasundiy nnd the world. IV wes oftsn his pen
that detormined the trend of town opisnion.

P4itor Yhedon of Spoon Hiver was aware of the power
of bis popsition. Thyouzh hia eight-page paper as destroyed
the reputation ¢f many people and often perveriod the truth,
e became the instrument throusk which zmany rose and fell,
for ke was "the glant.”

%o ho able to sen gvery olde of every
quention}

Po o on every side, to be everything, to
va nothing lonng ;

?o porvert truath, to ride it for a purpoge,

To uge great fselings and pesalons of the
husan fanily

For bose designs, for cunains sads,

g wenr o mesk like the Greok acliorges

Your eiznt-poge paper-=behind whlch you
huddle,

Pawling throush the magaphona of bl type:

tants 48 I, the glant, ,

Thereby siso living the 1ifa of a sneak-thlief,

Tolaoned with the anonymous words

of your olandsatine aoul,

¥y & & & »

=g ba an editor, as 1 wag

7hen %o 1le hera close by the river over
the place

where the sewage flows from the villace,

ind the enmpty cans and gagbage are dumped,

ind arortions aro hidden.<

P . T I R ]
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0laf IAndbloom was also o corrupt editor who increased
the olreulation of his paper by supporting popular causes
while froely particlpsting in corruption, He fouzht orime
while "eangngzed in land thefts,” he supported cepitaliois
znd condemned orzenized labor, he opposed ariakiﬁg. but
gathored bhis friends in his private cellar-~"s Christien

gantlenmanl”

Here am I, an editor of the naw Spoon River,

Son of an enlgrany to america

FPor iliberty and opportunityse

Alwoys feeling my way.

Fublishing Glrondiat doctrines of the largest
sgoeptanes,

Thereby luereesing my olrculatlong

Thon selling advertising speoe

Gu the basis of ay olirculation,

advocsting tepid reforns,

Like just taxsiionww-dodzing my own taxes
the wille.

Fighting orias waves, and oriminalsa,

Tut nyself ennsged in land thefis,

And forzing hlatory throuzh the writing
and seslling of nevus

By & monapoly of telegrepus.

Azainst o freo press, execept mine and my kind.

4 leader of the unions of noney,

A fos of the unlona of labor,

Causlng them o0 be Jslled and xililed,

an sdvooate of slick laws,

Against the saloons and the panbling house,

il fyiend to the private cellar, the
pack room ¢of the bank.

Unknown snd elusive,

Inpatiable ss to money,

A Christlan gentleson, ol

in editor of tha new eral~

iateon Stellnger recognized the ruthleas and hypoe
eritical practices of the editors, wood and Lindbloom, but
W W W W W e G AP S A M Sk s W
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hipg accusstions were not heéard among the graves in Spoon
River.

If any zareze had hirsd g chauffeurs
aecalﬁsa boys or murdercus hoodluas,

o hed barried the streats 1ike ﬁattle chariote
&rmed with seythes . , ., would you have stood it?
If mercplanns in the hands of inps
Had skinmed the streats, and ruined the yoofs,
tinile theily seorst owners laughed at toryor,

Or called 4t fate when 1ife was taken,

would you have suffered thiﬁ, Spoon River,

Or gone Lor ths toroh; the ax, the yope?

&nﬁ yet these aditors, ¥Wood and Iindbloon,

Turned thelr engines of preagses and papor

over to innoz vant vr&tara, vag wrecked

The names and pesos of helnless peoples

And you hired for critica of art and boolks

Yenonous womon and envious men,

Wno golled the truth and tortuxea besuty,
7?0 please themsslves and youted

“he corrupt editors in Hagters' poems are not chare
sotaristioc of moat toun editors, but the éstima%e of the
yowers they possesngd 18 pbﬁaibly no exszreration. He
often guided public oplinlon, and nis endorsement waz eagzerly
sousht after.

The gdltor of the small-towsn paper was generaily B
lgvel-bonded man end exercised wlsdom in his Judzment, This
is possibly vhy two of the principal novels whioch suatirized
the small town were writien from the sdiltor's viewpoint.
Thess were ihe dtory of 8 Zountry Towvn, and linesbure, Ohig.
In the former, Led Yestlock was the central character, and

the book wes his blogrephy. Georze ¥Willard vaza the masn

character of only one gtory in iinesturs, Onhie, but he

M MR W e R W NS W W % Wk W
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unified the work as o vhole,

Ned Vesilook wue & ferner's son vwho was apprenticed
¢ the editor from whon his fasher bousht the paper. He
aftaerward worked with hisz Lfather until John ¥estlook yzu
away with iirs, ITremoine, his parishionsr. I1ttle 48 told
of his sctivitliop ng the editor of the Zwin ¥oundn newapaper,
except that he worked hard ond used wisdon iu his selsction
of moterial.

Yo know more of Goorpe ¥illard., Mo waz not sotunlly
the editor: but the town ldentified hlam with the neowapeper,
The polioy of nis paper furnishes insizghl 1ato the funce
tloning of the swmall-toun deoople:

The paper on whlch Zeorge worked hud one

policy, It strove €0 mention by name in

enel isoun, &3 nany an possibles of the

{nhablteonts of the village, Iike an

excited doz, Seorve ¥Willard ran here and

there, notins on his pad of papor who

red zone on tusiness to the county seet

or vwho hal returnsd from o vislt to &

neishtoring villaze., All day lopz he

wrote little faots upon %the pad.<v

Ragardlens of how trite the news, 1t weg ezsential
that mont of the town'’s asciivitles be recorded, for thls
was the basls on which sales wore nmade. 7he people nizht
yand of world events, tut their main interest waa the
town ond its people.

Seth Fushwell of the Peyton Flace Tlmes was n wlge
snd intelligent editor. He helped Allison Nacikinsey in

a5 o
Andernon, De 153
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hey efforts to bocome a writer by allowing her to contribute
articles of local Snterest., His jJudgment was sound nzd his
suthority was firmly established. }

The paople of northers New mgland wers 3ethls
people, ond he lmew theam woll. His tolerance,
nis seeming indifferencs, succeeded with then
where force and salesnmauship would have faliled.
Everyone in Feyton Ylsce anid that Seth nevar
used the Timeg sz & wWeapon, nor even during
politiezl) campalpns, snd this was the truth,
jeth published ltenms of interest to the yesie
dents of his town tnd the surrounding towms.
Whatever world naws he printed came Ifrom the
wires of the Assoclaeted Press, and Setn cone
mented or enlarged upon 4t in his editorlals.
"Sooial itenms and town sousip of o wateredw
down pasure, that’s what you got in the times,”
otheyr nevwepaper odltors in other parts of the
state were apt to soy. Yet durdng the first
fow years which Seth bad owned the paper, he
had not only succeedsd in getting o new high
school bullt in nle town, btut also in geiting
Hemorial Foark built and funds appropristed for
its care and melntenance, He had raised mch
of the monoy thet went inds the bullding of
the Teyton Flace Hosplianl, and throuzh the
pagaes of the ZTlmes wolunteers were recrulted
for the duilding of a new firs houae. For
years Seth, in hig tolerant, unforoeful
fashion, say to 1t that his town zrew end
prospered.e

Alshouzh the town editor possessed a ceartain indirect
powar over the people, tho usual comment about hisn wag that
ne vas sound in his Judsment and gserved the vest interests
of biz community,

The Town Yagznate
| The distinctive fosture of & mmall town is its
ability to subsist ags an indspendent unit. The village,

7 , .
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defined se a grouy of farmers 1iving closoely fosether,
suppllied its needs from the land around, but for & small
town sertaln industry is necessery. The waln population
is supported by the industry end not from farming., It is
often o factory, mill, or plany, cenirelly locnted, and
locally owned by one mon in the communliy.

The industrial ﬁagnate in the town exerts muoh
influence, for he controls the lives of 2 large part of
the population. His position glves him an authority no
yrofessional mon possesses. A9 is the blg sticek in the
snall town. |

smelletown Lliternture does not present the finaneis)
dictator faverably. He is orented as a cold and cruel man,
capable of illegal t¢ransactions for his owa bvenefit. In
most instsness he has risen to the position he bolds elther
by inheritance or through & sories of auccesasful oppor~
tunitles. |
| In Spooan RAver, Thomas Rhodes held his eaployees
in aorvituds, He dlotated the tusiness policies, and con«
trolled slmost evory sapect of thelr lives. His power
spproached the sbaclute, for 1% included not only his store
sad bonk, but 3139 the church, Tugene Carman, a olerk in
his store, recollects his own waated 1ife under the feet of
his boss. when his frustration is too zrezt %o bear, he

drops dead from apoploxy.
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RHEODESY slave! Selling shoes aad ginghan,
Flour snd beoon, overalls, clothinz, all
day long :
For fourteen hours a day for three hundred
end thirteen days
For nove ithan twenty yeors.
Saying "Yes'a" and "Yes, sir" and “hoak you"
A thoussnd tiunes & day, 2nd ell for fifey
dollars & nonth.
LAving iun this stinking room 4in the rattiow
trap “"Oommercicl,”
ind compelled to go to Zunday Sehool, wud
%o llisten
7o the Rev. Atnor FPeot one humdred sznd four
times & yeor
For more thin an hour at a tige,
Tecausg Thonmas Rbwodes ran the church
A8 well ag the store ond the bank,
3o while I wag tying oy necktle that nornlng
I suddenly sav myself in the glasg:
iy haelir sll grey, oy foce like a godden ple,
30 1 oursed and cursed! Tou dsuned old thing!
Tow coverdly dog!  Zou routen paupsr!
You Rhodes slavel 7111 Roger Taughman
Thousht I was Lhaving o flzhd with gomeone,
And looked throush tihe transcom Just in tins
Yo pee pme fall on tha Lloor in g heap
¥rom o broken vein in ny hend.?

Zzrs Fiok in Zov Spgon Hiver t21ls of his rise to
On his tomb 48 ingoribved “Ilessed are the dead which

d44e in the Lord,” He hao spent his life in achieving hia

personal ambitions, snd has been successful beyond the

wildest expootations, bus what he hasg contrituted to life

is negligitle. All his scconplishments ara embodied in his

eladorate tombee-tut he left nothing to the living.

REaised in the falth of Elllott Rawkins of olg,
teking oy way o3 & hand on the fayrn,

Then teaching school, then baconinzg a lawyer;
Interins pollitlos, cultivetlug the good people,
A church nenbay L00=w

{Cboerve my lecture on the fall of Athens

Jue to her imsoral and un~Christisn 11£e.5

25
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Elected 8 Judge st last of the City Court,

Then lifted up to & law partnership in Chiecsgo,
Flghting the eight hour day,

And consolidating industriocs.

On and on, up and up~«always busy.

Avstenious, the husbtsnd of one wifew--nothing else!
Called ot 1lsst to the presidency of the Trust,
Hfagter now of tens of thousands of workers,

And hundreds of millions of gold.

Teking gver the little canning worke of Spoon Hivers
fullding a churoeh in Spoon River,

fead of Spoon Alver's library board

And supervising the selestion of its books.
Bullding nmyself a grewt tomk in Epoon Hiver,

Por which these words are the iasoription:
"Blessed are the dead which die in ths Lord,"e9

In The View FProm Fompey's Hesd “ico Higgine had e
zolden touch. ZEvery entorprise he undertook becane & good
investment, Although he had once 1lived amonz the Channel
people, he had achieved distinction., A4As & boy in the Irish
sotilement, he nad discovered that a drink served dy & loosl
evanzalist had certain medicinal velue., He developed the
product into o health deink and called Lt Peppo. The
endeavor becems immediately successiul,. Within a short
time the profits mede hinm the richest man in town.

while Mico was growing up, he suffered under the
sociel restrictions that were 2o etrong in Tompey's Head,
When weslth came his way, he was doternined to control the
people znd thinge which had slways bveen denied him., He
married into the Blackford family, one of the oldest, most
eristocratic famlles in the community; he controlled many

of the nembters of other famllles by taking them inte his

29
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business; oand he purcohesed Mulberry, the old mansion formerly
ownad by the Plockfords. His ons rentining sobition was o
vecoue o member of the exclunive Iizht Infantry Club, sand
he ned hiz eanployees working on that,

Angon iage attonded o perty aiven in his hopnor at
fulberry., Hico had aluays looked up to Aneon, but while
the lawyer lived in Pomper's Jend, ithe two were of differont
social strata. angon thug yroprazented one of the few people
vho wers untouched by ¥ico's influences 2i& the party proe-
greased, Mico offersd Anson 10,000 a year to repressnt the
Tappo Company $u Hew York, The fee was axorbitent, 1&rge»
enough o opuze Ansnon to beoome ausplcious. e suddenly
was horrified when he reolized ¥loo was Srying to buy his
29 he had the others he wished to covtrol,.

& ¥ind of f£ilm dropped seyoss Mico's ayes,
and 4t wag not untll Then that Anson undeyw
ghoond., It necded the montlion of ten thousand
dnllars to drive it home, Ilco was trying to
tuy him. He bad bought Ian Garrlox and all
the other Ian sarriels and he hed bousnt
Malbveryy end in his own mind he nad tought
Dinah slasokiord sund God knows whait olss he
nad bouszht, and now he was trying to duy

nizm. To buy & person was to breax nin, io
effeet a very special kind of humiliation,
and there st be & 1ot of peopls whon it

nad pleaged Yioo Hizeins to btreek,

inson feld that ke hed bad 3 nerrow sscape,
daving bingelf naver wanied to break or
nuniliate snyons, 1t was monentarily une
nerving to think that Nico Zizgins would

nave liked to bvreak znd humiliste hia, That
gnclent srudes must still ranklie, o2, if nox
that, coldly and dlgpasslonately, floo wansed
t0 see what happenod when he turned the serevs,.
e pmust have heard that every man had his



price, snd hé nust heve wanted to see 1T the
price in this instance gould bo mot et ten
thousand 8 yosr.

Leslie Hervington held the power in Feyton Place,
e wags an otnoxious person who wes always coasclous of his
influence and would not hesitate to use 4% to satlsPy his

QU 5.

LY exclted Deslle lasrrinsion to kuow that
people who hated him nevertheless felt 4a-
palled $o tolerate hin., 7o lHarrinsion, this
wayg the praof of his sucosas and 1% renoved
2 alm, every time 1t happeoned, a viokh sense
of the power he wielded, It was no secres
in Peyton Flace thaet there was not a single
issue that could come to 2 towm vota with
tay agsurance of success wnless Narrington
wag firast in favor of 1t. Hs wvas not in the
least ashaned of the faet that on various
soonsiong he oslled his millworkers tozatherp
and sald, "Vell, fallars, I'4d feel protiy
dummed zood AP we didn'$ vote to put up o
ney zrade sohool this yeor., I'd fosl so
goddammed pood thas I'd feel inelined to
*3va aeveryvody in this shop & five par cont
bora the woek allter noxt,” Joth Tuawall,
in whose veins flowed the 3lood of a oru-
sader, was a3 helaleass bafors Harrin-ton as
wag & fnrmer ¥hw h%ﬁ fallen bohind in his
mortsase payaendy,s!

Ho 1ived on Tuestnul Stread with hils sheliered
saansze son, and guve the Loy whatovar ha dasirad. Jongew
quently the boy grow up aerally éarrupt and dospised by
practicnlly everyone.

He beceme Involved with Zetty indorson, the daughter
of n nill olerk, and Leslle pald ths zirl {250 %o keep the

ineident quiet., Instoad of sesking an abortion, ns Leslie

#0880, Pe 2352
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had recomuended, the girl went to New York, zave birih %o o
son, and worked 4in a cafe.

The Zather of the child was %illed shorily afterwerd,
and the 014 man was left without a family. ie found Detisy
ond persuaded her to return to the town. OShe was adble to
extract many concesslions from Ieslie, including & house and
rezulayr allotment, ILeslis wanted the mother and child to
live in the house on Chestnut Ztrset. Az the epluode ended,
Leolie was certaln that he would eventually sed hls way,

Loaglie stopped and looked at 1%, stared

8t 1t ag if his syss conld see right

through ths wellgweand right into the

bivter, unforziving heart of Retty

Anderson, his grondson's mothers It

wag not only litile Rodd's love that

made Ieoslis appear younger these dayos

1t wan pleo the snell of battle. de

was looked wlth Petty 1n o clash of

wille, Sothling nade hin feol younzex

than & good fizht.

He looked at the house and thousht,

gou've won the first batile, Botty, dbut

the war isa't over yet, Zefore I die,

13ttle Roddy W%%l ke living iu the big

houme with ma,

The precedinz choracters ars necessary 49 the
funcrioning of the town as en individual and distinot entity.
From 8 spclolozlical stendpoint they are the town, for without
thelr lesdsrship there would be 1ittle more than 3 mere
group of peoprle. The minister, the teacher, the doctoyr, the
editor end the finanelal nmaznate moade the town snd gzave 1t

its unique charactoristica,
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DHAFTER THAREE

TREL HMISFITS

The town hans other personalities who are not neces=-
gary to its progress btut nevertheless ars characteristic,
Shese are tha sikeptic end the drunk. If they had lived in
the layze oitles, they would have gone praotically unnoticed,
tut 28 they sprear in the dally 1ife of the communlsy, they
are constantly brought %o the town's attention.

The authors of smanllestown literature treat these
characters sympathetioally. 35 they often amtand in dirent
pontrast to the town's ambitious sotivities, these rajected
people are usged %o revenl the town's dofects. For tnis
reagon thoy are izportant in this study.

The Zown Shepilc

Hany of the towms had an obatinate individual whon
they called the town atheist, but the term vas not always
aocurately mpriied, Tome of the skeptlcs had no real quarrel
with Jo0dy they were robellins against what the town had
established as "God." The aﬁzeet af thelr rebellion mey
hove bees ths peoprle vwho formed snobblah little cligques in
the naze of relliglon,

Pom Hard of Winesburg declared himself an agnostic
and wag ardent in his efforts to convince othera., Tomz haed
teen married, tut his wife died, leaving him with a dsughter,
The apnostic was s¢ busy in his philoscphy that he neslected

the zreatest blessing in his life,
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fier father zava her tut 1itile atiention,
and her motheyr was dend, The fathor gpent
his time talking sand thinking of relizsion.
He proclaimed himself an azncotic, and wasn
80 abgorbed in desiroying the 1deas of dod
that had orept into the ninda of hls nelshe
bors that he never saw Jod manifesting
nimeell in the 11t¢le child that, half-
forzotten, lived hsre and thers on ths
bounty of her dead mother's relatives,!

A4 siranger cane to the town. In the olty ha had
teen sn sleohollo, and ke folt that 1ife in a szall community
would help end kg drinking protvlem, Jle peeded more than a
new location: hez needesd sn objent to love, end foxr thia'ha
envied lon iard, anderson drave 8 anntf&s% hebween ths
Lo men. The sthelst owaed 2 treesure ond was usadble %o
roalize 1te value whilo the girancer vho resllzed the value
414 not have the posuession.

The villaze atheist of Hastors' poen defends his
geareh for 4od throuzh the poetry of Jesus and the Upanle
ghads a3 beinz more sinecere than the formel orthodor worship
of Spoon Hiver.

YTe youngz dabaters over the doctrine

Uf the goul's immortallisry,

I vno lie here was the villaze athelst,

Telkative, contentiouns, veraed In the

arspunents of the infldels.

¥ut through e long slcuness

Caughing ayself to dealz

I read the Upcnisbads and the poatry of Jesus

And they lizidod & toroh of hops and

intultion
And degira which the shadow,
Leading nme awlftly throush the covers of

darineas,
fould not exztinculed,
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Listen to ne, ye who live in tho genacs
ind think throush the senses only:
Immortality 1s sn sohlevanments

ind only those whg etrive sightily
4hall possoas Lt.€

Yincent Harsh in Zhs Primming Cup 444 not devote

his coriticlenm to roilglon alone, He approached all subjesis
and people oynieslly, btut in his oriticlam there was often
goma truta,
Yook yaar the people of ashley gathered to observe

the snnual biooming of the cereus, Hearly everyone ocame o
view the avesn%,; thouzh few reslly csred. They praised the
proud owner snd willinxly scknowledged thelr aduliration for
the woman tirouch whoas efforts thoey wers able to enjoy the
apecsacle, VYiacent Narsh, hovwever, saw this as an escape
from boredom, and as for their love for the wonan, "They
don't love her! Thoy're not capable of 1%."7

| Tneve was gome truth in Marsh's eristicism, but his
appraisal is bitter., & more likable mon ia lilles % jornatanm

of Yain Street, He perforsmed odd jobs in the community and

was very outspoken. He yecommized the faults snd falseness
of Copher frairle and was forever reminding the people of

their shortcominss, OSlncleir Lewils gives this description:
"7he universal sizn of vwinter was the town handynane-3iles
tjornatam, & vall, thiek, rademusiteched bachelor, opinion-
ated atheiay, zeneralestore arzuer, cynical Santa Claus,"?

2
sposn ?i-?ar Antholo~v, Te 249,

3
Dorothy “anfield Fisher, Ths “rimmins Cup (HYew York:
E&rcaurta Brace -omapany)y p. 98,

¥sin Sirset, p. 8t.




The author often chosa thls discontented 3wade to
point out meay of the town's faults., His judgment, in apite
of Lewis! description, was sound and reveslins. ¥aturally
he wag admired by Corol Keanlootd, for they had much in
coanon. Aftar his mparriege %o Bes, Osrolts mald, he tried
‘o ohance, %o koconms more like other peanle, bBubt he never
wos accepied in the sown, He left the connunity after the
death of hls wife and ohild,

Juliug Hrink was yegarded as a2 pesalmist and skeptie,
ot ha d4id not condemm tho town for Lts shortolighiednass,

He realized that time would chansze $4s atitiitude,

Hoat of you in dpoon River

Wore oritics of sneh otheyr, while I wmas

a oritic of 1ife, ‘

And you wore optinisss and bellavexrs

and I o skeptlc and pseninist--Toasl

Byt Rers wog mony million of ryears

uilding itself froz nist o soll,

And 4t Sook A half a million yearas

Yo turn she ape man inte o Greek,

30 what does 1t prove %0 show n0 prooyrsay

Within ohe timg of wrlitten reocorda?

I£ 4t tokes as lonz %o olvilise zman,

ind nake his soul stand up with hia body

A7 1% took to btuild the eaprth, what wondar?

Thora's tine anead o0 do0 1t inwe

ind that woas my faith to the last.>

The Town Drunk

Drinking was no real prodlsem in moagt szmall towns,
Thers ware cortnsin occaslons when drinkinz wes expented, and
mogt homeg ¥ept enough linuor on hand %o earve av private
celabrations, hut besides the towm drunk, few mado 4t a
rezular habit.
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Thopnton ¥ilder desoribes the alooholic probvlen in
srovarg LCoraers. He feels that thars 1¢ no cause for slsra
ag aleoholics in the suall towns are fow, ond even these

are penitent durin: evangelistin rovivals,

Yoman on the balgonyr Iz thavre mueh drinking

in traversy corneys? , :

Mr. lMebbr Yell, ma'amm, I wouldn't Jnow what

you'd enll mueh, 553144y nichtas the ,
far= nands meat down in Zllery Srenoush's
stable and holler soas, Fourth of July
I've ueen known to tasto o 4Arop nysolfwe
and Decoaration Dey, of courass, Vvelve gob
one or two towm drunks, btut they're
alwnys having rvamorns evegy tine an
evonsaellist comes to town,

Drinming may not have boen o genercl protlem, but
oy %whe Srover'e Cornors cholr diresctor, Jimon 3timson, 4t
was o regular zobit. s often ationded rehearsals slightly
inebristed. Yo gome the proviem was an outrlizhd disgrace,
but most of the people resliszed it was sonetibing they must
1ive withs 48 Joo (ibbs owid, "Gome people ein't made for
annll towm 1ife.”

Deany Jaylor of itelnbecx's rhe Iinter of Jur
Dlacopnsont is more appropristely labeled the town drunk,
e wss the boyhood friend of finom idavwley, the protoconist,
azad 1% was uaderasoosd that some day he would sttend the
United itates Saval Acadeay. "iHla father sewed up the
appointnent every tinas we ot 2 new Jondressman,® He wsg
ayarded honoxa for hls firsi three years, bt weo expellsd
in the final years, "1t Zilled his parents, they say, and
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it killed most of Samny. A1l that romalned was the shaffling
sorrow~«~thla wandering alznt sorrovw oadaingy dimes for a pint
of sxullebuster,"?

19 owned o eaall pilecs of land on the outskirts of
Baytown vhich was the oaly remsining portion of nls family
fortune, The loud bocans vzluable, 28 1% was the only land
ieval enoush for a propossd alrport. Hr. Daker, ithe loeal
banker, realized this and attespted to aelze 1% with &
bottle of liquor. Sthan Havley also recoznized the value
and was able to scoure ths remsinderman's interest fronm
hisg friend for 52,000, As this was Danay's last posssesion,
he logt his dasirze Lo 1ive nnad dled shortly aftey in an
abandoned aellar. The death oausel Fthan to realizo his
own zulls and the axient to which he had compromized hia
valuede

Nomny was 8till a centlenan desplie his fallures.
ug romalned selie-conscloug ond was sensltlive waen begiins
freom others. "when he agks for 3 quaritsr Por siull buster,
bis eyed bez you ta forziva hlm bacsuse he can's forsive
himgels,” 4o had nod sunk to the laowest level of anuzan
dgeency.

| ¥ap, the father of Huekleberry ¥inn, was a more

nordened drunik, mad nsvar hegitated to break the lau,
twain thus descrlies rap:

da was meab £ifty, and he looked 1%, i
halr was long and tansled and greasy, ond
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hunz down, and you could see his eyes
ghining through like he was btehind vines.
It was all black, no grays 9o was his
lonz, mized-up whiskera., There warn't
no color in bls face, wherve his face
ghoweds 1t was whits, not llke another
manty white, btut a white to make o
body slok, a whits to moke 8 body's
flesh oravie«n trea-toad white, a3 fishe
belly white. 43 for his clothes«~just
Yags, that wee all, He had one aukle
rogting on t'other Imaegy the boot on
that foot was busted, znd two of his
toes atuck t@geugh, and he worked then
aow and then.,

Fap had no soruples where money was concerned, He
loft 3¢. Fotersdburg snd desmerted his son. Huokleberry
Finn wes Baken in by the widow Douglas, and reared as a
gentleman. Yhen Huok received 36,000 reward for helping
to capture & oriminal, ¥ap roturned for the money. lie
could net beer to think his son was batter off than he.
Mot only 41d he have no azbtition himself, but he 444 not
want nia son to rise above his ovmn poslilon.

“3terchy clothes--very. TYou think you're

a sood desl of o big bugg don't you?*

"waybka I an, nayve I sin't,” I says.

"Dont4 you give me none o! your lip,” says he,
"vyou've put on consideradle many £rilla since
I been nway., I'1l take you down & peg defore
I get done with you. You're educated, too,
they say--can yread and write. Tou think you're
hotter'n your fother, now, don't you, becauge
ne can’t? 1'11 take 1% out of you. vho told
you you mizht meddle with such nifalut'n

foolishness, hey?"

$* & = ® »

“ind looky heree=you 4rop that school, you
pesar? I'1l learn pecple to bring up a boy
to put on airs over his oun father and let
on to be tetter'n what he is, You laumme
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catoh you foollnz mround that school aszain,

you hear? Your mother couldn't resdi, and

sue couldn't wriite, nuther, befora she died.

Sone of the famlly couldn't tefore they

dled, I can't; and hiers you're a<swalling

yoursslf up like ﬁhis» I ein't the oen to

atand ite~you hear?”

The people of the town wers willing to help a dese
perate person vhenever possible. In splite of the past
rocord, the Jjudge took Pap at his word when he promised to
raform, IV waas a8 joy to hear Pap's huudle words of reverence,
The humility, however, lasted only until the family retirad
for the nizght. He slipped out of & window wesring the new
clothes given him by the judge, snd returned to his former
WAYSe

The judze ssld 1t wes the holliest time on

record, or something lixe that. Then %they

tucked the old man into & veautliful room,

whilch wag the spare room, and in the nizht

gonotine he got powerful thirsty and clumb

out onto the porch roof and slid down a

stenohlon and traded his nevw coat for a

juz of fortyerod, and olumb back agaln and

had a zood 0ld time; and toward daylight

he erewlad out szain, drunk s e f£iddler,!0

fap nad the legal autnorlty to rezain custody of
Huek and the money, but the judge, aware of his scandalous
tahaviour, postponed the ¢ivlil sction and made the welting
unbearable for the drunkazrd, Hs dld teire the voy from
#idow Douglas to 3 cabin along the river., Yap treated his
gon oruelly, beset him flercely during his extended drunks.
Finally, whea the punlshment becape unbearable, the boy

ascaped.
7he prodlem of drinikins in most smalletown literature
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was gilven little attentlon. In Gpoon Eiver and Feyton Flace,
however, the subject is tresated in more dedall,

hoe conflict whieh took plucs in iSpoon Hiver tetween
the "wet” and "dry" advoostes made hypoorites of many. Such
men g8 Zditor Idndbloom spoke mealnst driaking snd uwsed his
yaper to Ainfluence public oplaion, while he was actually a

friend of the saloon,

Apainet the szloons and the gasbling house,

tut friend to the private cellar, the baook
room of the banik.

Unknown and eluslve,

Heet Wheelond tells the situstion of the newspaper
under EZditor Wheson, his newspaper carrled the motto "fhe
home againat the saloon," The crusade t0 eliminate drinking
only shifted ¢the business fronm tﬁa galoon o the home.

Zd3tor whedon used to corry

A% the herd of his editorisl column

Por mottor "ihe home against the saloon.”
And a1l of hig life he stirred then up,

ind wrung their nosesg to nake them flzht,
They gquarreled Lo be sure, asnd seemed at war,
Put really at heart they werse always frienda.
For when the battle wap over, the fleld

Was gwept, it geemed, of the vile seloon,

And %aken him in to nurse his wounds,

ind tmd him petted from cellar to garvet,
%hers hone made beer and home mode wine,

And whiskey dlatllled from corn and potatoss
WYere served as freely, as gnee t?gy vare gerved
In Purchard's roearinz srosz shoptle

Dsnar Hunmel was killed one alght when he mistakenly
went to the judge's house insteed of his friends!. The
judse adninistered jJustice throush the loaded stick, wntil
W AE A W B W AN R o R A oW M
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the drunk dled.

1 staggered on throuzh dariness

There was 2 hagy sky, o few stars

“hich I followed as best I could

iI% was nine o"elook, I was tryinz to get honme.
Eut somehow I was lost,

Though really keeping thes road,.

Then I reoled throuzh & gate and into 2 yard,
And eallied at the top of my volce:

“Oh, Flddler! 0Ok, Yy, Jones!”

{I thouzht it wes his house and he would

- ghow me the way hone,)

Eut who should astep out but L. 0. Elood,

In his nizht shirs, waving o stiek of wood,
And roaring about the cursed asloons,

And the oriminals they made?r

"fou drunken Ouoay Hummel,” he sald,

A8 T 2tood there weaving to and fro,

Taking the blows from the stick in his hand
7411 I dropped dowm dead st his feet,id

Practicelly sveryene in Feyton Flace drank socinlly.
The HacXepnzlies perved cocktalls evsery evening, and no one
took parsicular notice. The viclent drinking in the town
was amons the shack dwellerys, who stayed drunk most of the
time., The most nensational scene ocourrsd in the basenent
of the Sterns' home. Xenny Sterns was the town drunk. iHe
was unable €O undeyatand hie nmorally loose wife, ond when
she would leave home, ne resorted to drink. Tho four men
sﬁayéd drunk aund disorderly in the cellar for sevarasl weeka,
Turinz a moment of genieconsclousness, Xenny had halluw
cinations of an attacker and chargaé the enpty spoce with
on oxe in hand., The weapon fell on his own foot and he
almost bled to death before Jooctor 3waln could gave him,
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12
gpoon River Antholosy, p. 141,
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The town drunk in smalletown litersture is to be
ritied, In most instanses ks had suffersd o grest tragedy
in nis life and was not responsible for nis fallure o

bacome ax upstanding citizen,



The wrltere after the Flrat Yorld War wers not in
revolt azpinst 3he town as mueh as tho tradition which had
pregentaed a false ploturs. Idtersturs following the Golde
anith tradition created an 1lluslion rather then & coamunity
vhere husan deinzs 12&&&. A town was not the ultinate
haven where people were less sinful., These psople were
numen, and passions, deaives, and other limitations apply
to them as well, Yet when the writsrs of the revelt era
showed this human elament In thelr work, 1t‘crentad & anarp
contrant,

I writers 1ixe Twaln, ¥agtors, inderson ond lewls
ned a diotatic purpose in tholr writinzs, it was more to
roint out the shortcomings in the hope that the people
would correct existing undesirable situations than %o

eriticize or damase the town's reputnsion.
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