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ENRICO A, NBISON: His Work in Brazil

NVIRGINLA

Thisvis the partial story of a man who devoted his life to
preaching.the Gospel in foreign lands as a Raptist missionary.
The material was gathered from Mr, Nelson's letters and reports
written to Rev, W, J. Willingham and Dr. Ray, secretaries of the
Foreign Missions Board of the Southern Baptist Convention from
1893 to 1925, Mr, Nelson began preaching in Brazil as early as
1891 on his own, representing no denomination and receiving suppoxt
from no one, His first letter to Willingham, therefore, is in
“the form of an application asking if the Board will accept him as
their missionary in the Amazon Valley, and he writes a brief sketch -
of his life for the Board's information. This is on March 3, 1897,
and is written at the behest of two Baptist missionaries, Ginsburg
and Entzninger, who are working in other parts of Brazil., Mr, Nelson
- was born in Sweden on December 17, 1862, His father was a preacher
also\and the father's influence no doubt affected Enrico Nelson's
decision to devote his life to the same cause, In 1869, when Enrico
was only six, the family emigrated to the United States, settling at
Rehaunts, Kansas. His father continued preaching in this country
until his death on June 3, 1896 at seventy-five years of age,

Mr.bNelson says he was converted when.fourteen years old, was a
member of the church for five years, and was active in the Sunday
School and Young People's Meetings. ‘However, itvseems‘he had
trouble with the‘Devil for he tells us, "I found myself strﬁggling
against the Demon of youthful pleasures and my conscience'cqndemned
me for partaking of the Lord's Supper., So I asked the church to erase
my name, but not having doneranythipg the church could condemn I was

permitted to stay another six months. But my doom was sealed. I



could not get strength for the conflict and so I left home for a
numbef of years, running cattle on the plains."l HoWever, during

the winter of 1888-89‘he visited his folks and because of his love

for his father he decided to stay and take care of the farm., As a
result he came under the influence of the church again but, as he
tells us, "the Devil still bothered him," How he finally Won>this
struggle with the Devil is best told in his own words for4it_in-
vql&es an emotional reaction that is hard to explain id words, "Once
more, under the influence of the Gospel, I was leiged to take a
stand, Of course, the Devil having driven his victim as an assktp
slaughter was afraid he would lose me, and put the Weapon_of'infidelibr
in my hands., Put I had no rest nor comfort and was not satigfiedeith
its conclusions, and made up my mindkto read fhe Bible through once
more. While reading thoughtfully, page by page, nightvafter night,
till two or three in the morning, I arrived_at'thé marvelous bock of
Joshua. But before I was through I was convinced of its veracity.and
all my sins of doubt.aﬁd_unbelief.rolled up before me, So I was
able_once-more to have Communion With'Him‘who I had so shamefully left,
but my joy waé}mixed with sadness,vremembering that I had wasted so
many years of my life»inrsin and'disobedienée."?’ From this time on
there_is_no mention by Mr. Nelson of struggles With the Devil or of
doubts concerning Christ and his‘teaohings so apparently the bock of
Joshua cleared everything up for him as he explained. His peace of'
mind established, he at once organized a Young Peoples Society in the
church, but this»did not satisfy him;“he‘felt he was not doing_enough‘
and sordecided to spend his life preaching the Gospel. However, he wm

uneducated and totally unprepared for. being a pastor, and so he hesi-

1, To Willingham, March 3, L897.
2. Ibid.



tated to say anything to anyone of his decision. The first thing
he‘did was to write to churches at Morgan Park, Chicago,and;at
Atowa, Kansas, asking for an opportunity to preach for them, but they
told him to preach elsevwhere first_and acquirersome expgrience. So.
he preached in various parts of Kansas for three months, and had not .
been‘at it long when he decided to go‘to’Brazil, He»giVes“npbexplana-
inn whatever of what prompted this decision, but a good supposition
would be that he wanted to do still more for his Master, whom he had
drifted éyayAfrom so often, and felt that the heathen naiives of
Brazil were in greatér_need of Christianity than thé peoplevﬁfvhis
adppted country. Hé/made up his mind definitely on the matter in_
Januafy, i891, and thereuppn began corresponding with several training
schools (seminaries) in an attempt- to enter one, ‘He felt some seminary
training would be necessary before going to Brazil, He was invited .
by a Dr. Gordon, through a mutual friend, to come to Boston and enter
the seminary there in October, 1891, He accepted the invitation and
passed the iptervening time by preaching in Chicago, ILa Porte,_Indiang,
and Missouri. Then in May he was_informed that the seminary had changed
from a term of nine months to two years, Thisvwas‘lqnger than he'
wished to delay his sailing and since he had_gotten a fair amount of
preaching experience and had saved some money after preaching five
and six times a week in both Swedish and English, he determined to go
to Brazil at once, Furthermore, he was not accustomed to indoor work,
and he had no promise of future employment frém Gordon, He planned
to "work with his hapds""till he learned the language and to do what
missionarj work he could,

Mr, Nelson arrived at Pard, Brazil on ﬁovembe: 19, 1891 and found
in this seaport city large numbers of poor foreignersAand sailors to

work amongst. He began his work by preaching aboard vessels in the



harbor Whioh‘muét have been trying work to say the least., He con-
- tinued workiné on'his own for some time but he next tells us that
’findiﬁg it impossible to work among Brazilians as a single men I
was obliged to marry;'? T | T
His wife was a nati#é of Randolph, Kansas, born of Swedish parents.
She was converted at sixteen years of age and at seventeen she ap-
plied at Miss Burdett's School in Chicago, but was rejected because
of her age, Mr, Nelson first made her acquaintance guring his
preaching tours in Kansas, She knew of his plans regarding Brazil
ahd Wantgd to devote her life td'missionary.activity also, so she went
tO'Brézilvalone after spending some»months in a training school at'v”
Kansas City. The future Mrs, Nelson was a member of the First Swedish
- Baptist Chgrch Of_Kénsas City, Missouii; aﬁd she had a fair éduca@ion
including training at a Business College at Lawrence, Kansas, 1r,
Nelson met her at Paré éhd they were married by the American Consul
on January 7{11893,4
| Together now, they continued theirwactivities, preachingqon board
vessels of maﬁy different nations as they came.to Paré to discha:ge‘
and take on cargoes. In addifion to this,:they helped_support them-‘/
selves by selling Bibles, and in less than two yearsﬁfhey sold nearly
four thousand Bibles, texts and Gospels. By now they were looking
for a hall in which to hold meefings in the city, and it was only after
much diffiqulty that they secured a hall ip which they could preach inf
Portuguese., The difficulty of their work was added to by much pgréecu;L
tion both from the civil authqrities and the Roman Catholic officials.
This persecutton took the form of having rocks thrown at their house

and being arrested once, As mentioned before, they were in Brazil

3. 1bid.
4, Thid.



representing no parficular denomination and»they_supported them-
gelves entirelyvby selling Bibies, by the volunfary help}of séme
ships' captains, by contributions from‘the fo?eign populgtion of
Paré who contributed about_ﬁzod,oo, and also by the aid of churches
and personal friendé in the United States, England, Sweden,_and___
Brazil., Strangely enough, the cost of living in Paré‘was much higher
than in the United States, often being twice as high., During the
first six yeafs, Mrs. Nelson suffered from yellow fever twice and
climétevfever once, Aithough living and traveling were..so expensive,
they never had asked help of any one bhﬁrch or society, beliéving
that "God would take care of us.'_’5 |

It took the Foreigh Mission Board over nine months to make up_iﬁs_
mind about Mr. Nelson's request and it was not unt11 December.11, 1897
that the Board's Secretary, Rev,. W J; Willingham, was able_to w;;te
Nelson telling him that the Board had.agreed to accept them.év Thus
it was that Mr, Nelson, believing he was not going to get a reply,
earlier in the year accepted an offer by the Christian Alliance’ to
takg charge of a proposédrwork on the Amazon on condition‘that; Mr,
and Mrs. Nelson would organize Baptist'churcheg,_have»Baptist helpers,
and have fullLliberty”to be guided by their own convictions, These"
conditions‘wereximposedrby the Nelsons, and a Christian Alliance re-
presentative gave them a certificate_to that effect and they were
asked to sail on July 14 for thevUnited_States to pick helpers and
get necessary supplies. However, when,the agreeﬁent signe@vbengen
Nelson and the, representative reached the Christian Alliance Board
it wa.s not éccepted by;fhem. After waiting six‘weeks tbe Bogrd_asked
them if phey "wished-to Jjoin the Alliance with or without the work",

and application papers were sent. Mr, Nelson replied that he was

5., 1bid.
6. Tbi

-
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since July 1 "Superintendent of the Amazon mission, and could not
think of’making appiicatipn for something we alreedy‘had, and as far
as seﬁaratiné from'our work that was out of the question.”v ‘He heard
no more from the Christian Alliance and finally gave up the idea of
working for.them.8

When this affair with the Christian Alliance was finally closed, -
Mr, and Mrs.‘Nelson made a trip to ﬁan&be, eigh? hundred miles up the
Amazon_River,_aﬁd etayeq for fifteen days. Theywheid meetings every
evening and baptized five. ~They were asked to go back there end‘bep-
tlze others and found a church, whlch they expected to do. - The next’
time they return" from.Nanaos fhey hope to_ stop at Santarém to see
if work can be started there, Santarém‘;s an old American colony,
with some Americans still there who invited him to stop.

Their cﬁurch at Pard grew slowly but due to tiouble'with the
Christian Alliance theyywere hindeied“apelhad no hall to meet in from -
July 1 to Novemﬁer 15, They were also cﬁt off from.friends'in‘ibe
United States since they were expeeted to return home; and suffered
for a time from 1ack of means, but they finally acquired a well-
located hall, On New Year's Eve (1897) they had a splendid meeting
and he felt that thelr position was then very promlslng.. They had
a Sunday School that»was well-attended, and their church membership was
seventeen.9 S 7 o

"As for joiningvthe Southern Baptist Board, that is in the hands of
God;_but I will give you to ﬁnderstand, thet we have believed_that'God'
called ue to the Amazon Valley and now we know it; hence we will not
consent to 1eave_the Amazon Valley under any 01rcumstances unless God

10
shows us different." However, ¥r, Nelson was willing to go further

7. To W1lllngham, April 12, 1898,
8. Ibid,
9. Ibid,
10. TBIH.



up the Amazon River and eXtablish work if the Board wished to take
over the work in. Pard., He believed that Pa:é was a city with a big
future, | |
He hoped now to return tp the United Stateg and interest some per-

sonal friends in the Work, and if possiblg tp get‘a~1itt1§ steame;qur
traveling on the upper Amazon. He was figuring on returning to Brazil
. before winter set in agaln.ll

On the twenty-fourth of January Mrs, Nelson wrote thanking the
Board for its interest and sympathy, and reiterating their desire to
ﬂhoinvthe Board if ﬁhey were not senf}down the coase away from the
Amazon Vailey. The work at Paré, started.by S. L. Ginsbufg, an important
'field, should be developed, Mr. Nelson is now at Mana®s and may fouhd
a church_there.;2 _" v » ‘> o » ’ ’ v

On his return to Paré, Mr, NMelson on April 12 acknowledged the receipt
of a letter from Willingham telling the Nelsons that theyvﬁad been_gp-
pointed by»the Foreign Missions Board to work fof a salary of %500.00 ‘
a year, Willingham also said that help was being sent to them, (One of
the biggest difficulties faced by the Nelsons was their lack of good mgn
to help them in the work, Time and again Mr, Nelson implored Willingham
to send help, and moreiofteﬁ than hot help neverrarrived.) He>told
Williﬁgham of the hardghips they went th:ough’becausé of the“higthost -
of living but added that‘God ha¢ not forgotten them, They are also facing
difficulty in the férm of persecution from Catholics and even Protestants,
"We have been tried hard in many ways bﬁt_now it feels especially gbdd o
to be in remembrance by the Brethren (Board)'as the Methodists are trying
everything 90351ble to make us detestable in the sight of the people

13
of this eity and country."”

11, Ibid,.
12, To Willingham, '
13. To Willingham, Apr11 12, 1898




They held a series of meetings that were will attended, as well
as Sunday»afternoon meégings in the outskirts of the}city in a shed
built by‘one of the deacons. When their series of meetings‘ended,
they'hopedvto open”services in several parts such as lMaranhao (down
the coast and Manads (800 miles up the river),

He received a letter fiom a Miss Jennie Edwards of Ieicester, North
Carolina, saying she»would be joiniﬁg them_in.August_With no salary,

Mr, Nelson-hpped to open a day school in;EngliSh when Miss Bdwards arriv-
ed and expectedfto put her in charge of it.14

Mr. Nelson wrote to the Foreign Mission Journal telling them of the
need of a steamer on the‘AmaZOQ,“but now a prayer of éix years had been
answered.f:omhan unexpected source. A Mr. Wilt had arrived via England
and was trying tovfind some man to run a steamer, since an Englishman
would build one for him,

Theyjhad morevtrouble with the Methodists., "The Methodists have
publicly challenged us to prove our right to baptize. They also
ask vhy we exclude all who are not baptized from the Lord's Suppef:"ls
This challenge had been accepted and they did not fear the outcome,
Such a state bf aptagonism betweén two religious groups with so little
difference between“theﬁ is hard to understand; and how the Brazilians
were willing to accgpt~the'teachings of either vhen they saw the fight-
ing going on between the two groups is harder still to understand.,

He concludes his letter of April 12 by saying that theyrhave Sent‘
to New York for one_thousand Bibles to help them in their work, They
They are both in good‘health, although so many years without a change -
has to;d‘heaviiy_on‘them,r7They have now‘been Brazil for sex_ren_years,16

In June, 1898, Mr. Nelson wrote to the Foreign Mission Journal from

14, Ibid.
15. Ibid.
16, Ibid,




Paré,_telling_of a terrific drought and lack of food in the two
states of Ceara_and_Piébhy. Every vessel from these states was
crowded withepassengefe and"there wa.S great euffering,‘whieh was in-
creased by the breaking out of yellow fever in the interior. The
people of these two states crowded into the states of Amazonas and
Paré and the state of Paré opened colonies on the islands of the
Ama.zon Rlver for these people, Mr. Nelson wished to visit these
ielands and scatter the Blble amongst these unfortunates, and also
to visit'the vessels, as in past years, distributing the Bible, At
present he has l,loo‘Bibles_ip the Custom—House>and expeeﬁs another‘
lot by the last of August from the American Bible Society. However,
it costs ébout two and one-half cents a pound in duty to get the
Bibles out of the Custom-House, or ebout five cents for each Bible which
is sold for fifteen cents; .but he asked not for help or money, but
for prayer that their work may be carried'through.lv_ (They may}haye
been harrow-minded in the "good o0ld daysﬁ, but they certainly had a
stronger faith in God.) | |

His next letter is dated August 2, 1898, and is written from Pard,
Their ﬁeetings werevwellfattepded but there v¥as 1ittle_:equnse;f;om
therpeople.' From fheir membership they chose three_deacons, onexof
which lived fqrty-five miles into the interior, This Qee¢on held
meetings'at his village and they visited him and sold some Bibles
there. "We have also incorporated the church (in Pard) and have now
been offered the columns of one_of_tbe daily papers for any announce-
ment we wish to make, free of charge. The authorltles have_also
offered us protectlon from ruffians disturbing our meetings. "lé Ap-

parently the civil authorities were taking more kindly to them.

17, Ibid,
18, To Willingham, August 2, 1898.



They prepared to make a trip up the River and if pos51b1e move“
their headquarters to Santarém, which lies half way between Paré and
Mantads. "We hope to be able from there to look after the work better
on the whole Ama.zon,f‘l9 Also, the house_rente at Santerém were much
cheaper, which was of necessity a prime_consideration.v The work at
Manads had stopped‘tempofarily'because Qf the illness of the young
man (BraZilian)»who‘was preachinglehere. As usual, they were short of
means but trusted in God to care for them. The sale of Bibles.was
still good, which he indicated in his letter of September 2 1898"
from Pari, In two months they sold 550 Bibles and over 800 Gospels
and testaments, and_sales keptblnereas;pg.go

Mr. Nelson's attitude toward the Roman Catholics is clearly indicated
in this letter in which he cites the case of a Catholic merchant who .
accepted the Protestant ideas about religion, "He (the merchenp)"sént
forlquite a number of Bibles and gaﬁe them to his friends., He read it
through several times, then took his 'Saints' (images of gold) that
he like all Catholics worship if they Wlll but admit it, and ground
them into Qust and threw them into the_Rlverl"?l Such an attitude
shows not only narrow-mindedness and ignorance, but is also ve;& B
harmful»to both groups in the eyes of the "heathen" @razilians, Today
in missienary fields this_bld,attitude'is practicelly extinet and all
’groups %ork in greater harmohy for a common cause, Mr. Nelson tells
us that the Governor of Paréd cooperates'in every way with the Bishop and
vice-versa,‘and thus many priests are”coming into‘the area, ﬁOne @f
our greétest drawbaeks here is»the ﬁo:d 'Protestant'._}?he people call

us 'Protestants' because we protest against the errors of Rome, but they

call our (Protestant and Catholic) Bibles the same and thus thousands

19. Ibid.
20, Ibid,
21, To Willingham, September 2, 1898,



are afraid to buy, and they say, f'Look, all the foreign sailors
andvﬁerchnts (nearby) are Protestants and they care neither for
Rome or God.'“22 He repliedv to the natives_firmly declaring his
Bible is written by the Apostles and Prqphets and not by Luther,
"We are the children of God, no£ ovaalvin or Wesley, hence Christians
not Protestants."zsl This view of the question helped them sevefal
times with tpe natives,

Mr., Nelson made the trip to Santarém and returned to Pa?é on January
9, 1899, and wrote to Willingham_on_January419. "He sold 539 scriptures
and parts in Santarém in thirty days. He took nis family to Santarém
with him but left them_therevwhen’he‘returned to Pard. On his return
to Paré he baptized five more converts in the presence of fifty
people, A young Braziiian»ﬁho wa.s doing.ste preaching came alpng
fine and Nelson felt hé could leave the work at Pard to him if no one
from the States came to help, Hé hoped the church at Paré could soon
PRY its own expenses, and in Santarém he hoped to continue with a hall
for the meetings., Ie expected to go tb Maneos the next month to try to
organize the work, and return there_next(year if it was possible to
go to the United States that sovring, “?The Brethren in Mana®s would
do well if I Were»with them right along. I hope to make our home
there."24_ He stayed in Mana®s till the end of March with the hope
that it could be arranged for them to return to the United Séates.
They were practically worn Qut and could do no more without rest;
he got little sleep and Mis. Nelson was so weak she could hardly get
up. They had no money for traveling expenses but trusted in God to
provide the means, He left.for_Santarém on January 29.25

On February 20 he was again back in Pard and wrote Willingham of

3 - B A 08 s

23. Ibid. '
24, To Willinghanm,
25, Ibid.




what they had done. When they left Santarém,»it had a hall for
meetings, weil-lighted and good enough for several'yea:s.b Its rental
cost was only $3.00 to $4.00 ver month (according toﬂexchqnge.which
is changing almost constantly). They had no one to preach there yet
but hoped to have SOmeone before long. From Santarém“thevaent to
Mana®s, but things were so’high-there”they could not gtay.with_thgir
limited ségle since there was no one who could‘preach, They decided
to let things stay as they were at Mana®ds for the present since they
hoped to leave f@r the‘United States on March 14 and retqrn.to'Brazil
beforg cold Weather set in again,“ The work at_Paré wa.s getting along
nicely. The young Braiilian preacher was»@oing well theré,.and g}thgugh
a betfer hall was needed, they could fix up éuite a place with $1000._
It is almost impossible to rent a hall at Mandds because the reht WOuld
be at least $50 a month}(a living house the same) , Thérefore, they pro=-
posed to try to raise enough money.to buy a house for living in and also -
a beginning for a hall, 'The Brethren at Manabs.had $100 ready to'sta:t :
with, Paff of the gurpoge.of.their trip to the United States would be
to raise th;s ;noney,26

The Nelsons arrived in New York on April 9 and expecfed,to leave_.
for Richmond in a couple Qf'days, but some money they_weré expecting
was sent to Brazil instead of New York. Algp, the Christian‘Alliaﬁce
owed them $200 and they had to wait a week for it. They finally got
to Richmand on April 20 and met Willingham for the first time. He
listened with interesf té their report and promised them all the aid
at his comm.and.z_r7 They stayed only a few days andrwere back in New
York on April 28, After retufning to New York, they decided to a#tend
The Southern Baptist Convention to be held at Louisville, Kentucky.

26, To Willingham,
27. Ibid.



There was no information as to what took place at the‘Qonventiqn
and -the next time he writes is from Chanute, Kansas, on May 25,
After leaving the Convention they went to Kansas City to visit hig
family and in a few days they hoped to leave for Randolph, Kansas, ‘5
where Mrs, Nelsoﬁ's people lived. They‘got‘to Randolph early in June, °
| on Septemﬁér 15 Mr. Nelson wrote from Randolph stating that on
August 14‘a son was born, and that the mother and qhildeere doing
well, As for preaching, they have not been able to do much work
'as yvet due to their run-down condition. The week before he spoke at
a meeting of Swedish Baptists ét_Leonardville in_ﬁhich he spoke of
Brazil and their work. At the end of fhe meeting 520 was collected,
and half was éentkto the ébutherﬁ Baptist Convention, the other half
was sent to the Home Mission Society. He hoped to visit Missouri
the next month and inﬁerest the people there in his work.

As mentioned beforé, he hoped to return to Brazil before §dld
weather set in again but now he realized it was necessary for them
’to stay in the United States till the_following Spripg‘in Qrdef»ﬁb
regain sufficient strength. Wheh they returned to Brazil he hoped
to take a printing press with him, a small organ or two, and enough
‘money for two moveable halls for their»work at Para and Mana®s.
ﬁwe have great hopeé gor the future, ahd expect to stay a long time
in Brazil next time.“~9

On September 21 Mr, Nelson'qute that he had just returned from
a thirty mile trip, and found there was some secret oppositiop_to
missionary work although no one oppdsed him openly. He continued 4
_this sort of work fof some time with the help of Mr. Nelson, and on

December 21 she wrote Willingham that they had been greatly encouraged'

28, Ibvid.
29, To Willinghamnm,



by the response they received in their travels through Kansas and
Hissquri.so .

The next letter written by Mr.‘Nelson was on January 9, 1900 from
Randolph.in which he says théy expected to_return.to Brazil'in April,
They wanted to return earlier but feared the change would be too
sudden and too great. The news'from Brazil was thatnthings have'not
been going so well at Pard although the deécops»still carryhon the'
meetings. They have secured the promise of an organ for Paré'and_.
one for Manods, and he also wanted to get one %or Santarém in possible,
They bought a small printing press for their work in Brazii,wwhich_
was badly needed since there were no others near them, It took them
twelve days to get to Bahia'from Paré,and sixtgen days to Campos.
During their’lectures in the United States they didinot take collec--
tions, but many people personally handed them contributionsiof from
one'dollar to tén dollars, "You will understand that it takes means
to work the AmaZO? Valley which has»heaf;y eleven thoﬁsand miles of
navigable rivers and ovér thfee millioh»people??l

On Eebruary 15 Mr, Nelson wrote again, asking if anyone was to bg\‘./
sent_tq Brazil with them to aid in the work. "Since we now have a work
extending one thousand miles and our Bibles have reached one‘thouSand
miles further ’ we almost stagger at the greatness of the work before
us,"32 They decided to’make their home at Mana®s (900 miles from Pard),
Brother Aranyb (a Brazilién helper) promised to.put up a building if
'permanent work was established there;A Also, from Manads the& reach
all parts of the Amazon Valley Witﬁ the least expeﬁse.’ "We consider
it the wisest thing to go direct to Mana®s and while my wife is getting
our home ready there I can look over our interest in Santarém, then

‘straighten up our church in Pard and get here in working order, and

30, 1bld.,

3h: £ Tiiiinghan:



finally return to Mana®ds and take up the work in earnest there,

By hbldihg’these_tbree places (ornchanging‘ffom_Santarém'tobObidos_ B
on the north side of the Amazon) we éan have a great deal ofhinfluence
over the whole Amazon Valley., This gives you an idea of our plans

for thé near future."33

In his letter of March 5 from Randolph Mr. Nelson reported that he had
‘ingquired about'a boat sailing for Brazil and steamer "Hubert" of Booth
and Company‘sailsiApril 25 and they decided to take. The cost for

Mr., and Mrg. Nelson and the children was $288._ Their strength:wag not
Wha£ they had hoped it would be_by_now but they datermiled‘tp;gailr“
neverthrless, They left Randolph on April 4 and went to Chanute to
say goodbye to his famiiy, and expected.tq‘be in New York about the
nineteenth of April.34 On May 7 Mr.“Nelsonvwrotexf;om_New York that
they.had missed the April 25 boat becauée their furniture had not
arrived in time, but_theyvleft for Mana®s on May 9;‘ They took 500
Bibles, 200 testaments, and 500 Gospels wi’(;h_vfchem.:’)5

- They arrived safely in Mana®s on June 5 aécprding to his letter

of July 5, The meetings hadAbeen kepi going by Qrother_Aranyé apd his
wife, and on their return Mr, Nelson baptized five more converts, Al-
together, thirteen were baptized since their réturn, They renteq a
xbetter Hall at Pard for 335'a month. They had not visited Santarém _
but hoped to soon, Their salary did'not help their traveling expenses
much since living costs were so’high. Mr, Nelson again implored
Willingham for help. For oﬁe man to care for the territory under his
charge was well nigh impossiblé. ~"Oh, that our Bfethren atfhome_wher§6

the Gospel is so plenty would come and help us in the Amazon Valley."

So far, this time, they had experienced no persecution.,

33. Ibid,
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It was not until October 8 that r, WNelson again wrote to
Willingham, At this tlme he reported that the- work at Paré was going
hard but some converts~were being made, including an ex-Catholic
priest..<With the aid of one of the deacons and the ex-priest, the
church athéré fared well., The work‘at Mana®s went ahead, and he '
baptized eight people on September 30, this made thirteen for Manabs,
ten for Paré or twenty-three since their arrival from the United States,
~"Last Friday, the fifth of October, we organlzeq the Second Baptlst
iChurch in the Amazon Valley7W1th‘twenty members."S? They 1ooked_for
a larger hall gnd the sale of Bibles in both Portuguese and Spanish -
languages was good, "My quk during the day is selling Blbles and at
night preaching the-Gospel "38

’Onbiénuary 11, 1901, Mr, Nelson had more good news from Mana®ds. .
He baptized a total of twenty-four in Manads and twenty in Pard, _@1-
together forty-four. The'ex-pfiest led the meetings inanré, “They
They had a good hall but had difficulty meeting expenses, They had
spent ouer $200 on the church at Pard, ana%;anaos raised $250 and they
had 850 in the church treasury. "We cannot afford to pay $100 a mdnth
for hall rent so We~preach in our'dwelling house. We have now thirty-
one members here, forty-flve Sunday School scholars, and have sold
2,200 scriptures, and 2,600 tracts.“sg On Christmas day they had a feast
for tue children,

The next 1ettér dated January 25 conatined a complaint, Brother
Ginsburg at ?ernambuco organized a union of the churches under him,

which included Pard and Man2®s. Mr. Nelson did not like the idea be-

cause such an arrangement was of no benefit to either Pernambuco or

37. T0 Wllllngham..
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Paré and Mana®s, It meant he would have to make trips to Pernambuco
to make reports and attend meetings. It cost at least $IQO for a
return trip to Pernambuco and backkto Mana®s and $15Q from Pari
It took tﬁelve_toufifteen dayg to make the trip and no one ever
visitéd them from other parts, He did not beiieve money should be,.
spent in making'éuch trips unless absolutely necessary, "We hope by
the Grace of God to have a union of the churches of the Amazon Valley
and if possible as far south as Maranhao. If Ginsburg can get.as‘far
north as Ceara we will then be able to control the whole coast,"éo

They expected to go'to Pari in»ﬂay or June, to give the eprriest
some help, and they had some young men (Brazilians) who wefe a great hed
to them later on.l41

According to his next letter written on March 13 he decided not to
ask the Board ﬁorrfinancial help. Things improved. They now had
plenty of means to pay % 80 a month for a hall if necessary. "We are
now thirty-seven members and are looking for two families with means
from the interior who have been believers for some years but not
baptized.42 They hald meetings in four different parts of Manaos,
but they were persecuted, He had four othe; members who_helped him
with the preaching, and others were ready to Bé baptized. ﬁWhile ) '
we are waiting for a suitable hall we are preparing the cityA(Manabs),"
In a nearby colony they scattered many Bibles, tracts, and Gospels, but
the priest there 5urnt all he got hold of, and promised to have
assassihs ready to greet them, but they hoped to preach there soon

anyway., The printing press they took to Brazil was being used occasion-

ally to print invitations and arguments against the priests. The
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church at Mane®ds voted about $25 a year to-help the publishing housg
in Rio de Janeiro that prints the Baptist paper. They also sent $20
to aid one of their neighbqriné churches, and to the persecuﬁed ‘
brethren at Pernambuco, However, the work at Pard was not faring
quite so well and needed constant care, but he expected to visit Pard
in a few weeks, He mentioned the birth of his fourth son, Ira Spurgeon
Nelson, which occurred on February 27.44

In a letter written to the Foreign Mission Board on the same day,
March 13, Mr., Nelson explainéd why the work at:Paré wa.s notp;osperiqg.
Paré had a business crash and was not iiable to rise for meny years.
4“Our members there are_éqor'and cannqt poss;bly‘do anything fo?
themselves for some time., Our salary of A5 a month does not make
it possible for us to do justice to Pard and we therefore ask the .
Board to consider why we have not the same privileges asjoﬁher missjon-
aries in Brazil. S8ince our territory is lérger than any, hotter than
any, ‘and the cost of living is tW1ce that of otaera, sendlng someone |
to Pard would be a wise step if not 525 per month for hall rent, "45
He also wanted to have their traveling expenses paid by the Boapd_és
the expenses of other missionaries are paid., "You will remember that
two years ago when ianichmald, Isaid, 'TherAmazoanalley is to Brazil
what the Vest was to Ame:iéa a few yeérs ago.' Since then thousands
have arrived in this valley and the Gospel is aqceptable to the peopie. J
In a few years‘it will suprort itself, TJust now is the time to help -
the Amazon Valley, The outlook for our field has never been so brigﬁg."
By saying that the Amazon is to Erazll vhat the West was to Amerlca

Mr, Nelson means that the Amazon is just beglnnlng to be ooened up,

and that people are now mlgratlng into this area in thousznds, The
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wealth of thig'region is immense and the possibilities of expoloration
are limitless, |
On March 18 Mr, Nelson asked Willingham to send a_man at once to
Pard since the ex-priegt could handlg‘things and he could leave Manads
long ehough to help Parsi as he wanted.47 |
Mr. Nelson wrote on June 1 that he arrived at Pard on May 13 and
found things in poor shape. He had to put the ex-priest out of the
church for immoral living. However, Brother Thomas Lourenéiovde
Costa came from Bagby's church, and he had charge of things when
Nelson left. Also, a young Brazilian from fanats Went to Ea:élgnd
sold Bibles under the guidance of the deacon, Mr. Nelson received
offers from friends in the United States to support a native<(Brazilian)
preacher, apd‘he recommended this young’man whose name was Angostow
da Silva Lima. So he asked all who Wish,to help this man to send their
money to.Willingham, and Willingham could then send this money when he‘f
sent his salary. To support a man e;ery month at 1east,$50_was necessZ;
The work at Mana®s was at low tide but there was a good prospect
for the future. The outside meetings there had been closed by per-
secutors. Therefore, he had to go back to Manaﬁs\ahd open them again,
since the natives had more respect for foreigners.48
On August 12 Mr., Nelson was ahle to'report f;om.Manabs that three
more young men had been baptized and aﬁYoung Mens? Auxiliary_éociety
with sixteen members founded. "Our aim is to give special instruction
to young men and through them reach the hundreds of clerks in this
town."49 Oné of the deacons fitted up a2 hall in his ﬁome and they

preached there once a week, and he expected more baptizms before the

end of the month, The weather was excessively dry and hot but they
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. 50
were inifair health,

On Auguét 27 he had further good news fromlﬂanabs. They now had
a good hall in ﬁhe cehter of the_city}that holds 150 people,. They‘
paid $75a month rent, but there were other rooms to. the building
and they lived there., They hoped to start a school as soon as possible,
The church.paid $50 pef month and they paid $#25. The Women's Auxiliary
Society paid the light. The church was not a yeérvold butvit“raised_
more thanA$75ya month, He also had a fund for a new church amounting
to #1,500, They expected to baptize'several young men the following
Sunday N

"The church at Mana®s raised over $ZQOO.1ast year, Wellook for a
sfrong church here,~énd now sincé we have beén'able to'persuade.Bfother
\Flnsburg to take charge of the churdh in Paré (he expects to move there
with his family in November), we feel that we can do Justice to the
ipper Amazon, We hope the Brethran will contlnue to send_out men so
that we can havevat least one missionary in each capital, "?1.

In December Willingham informed them,thatvthey were td receive
during 1902 from the Boardv%QOO for which Mr, Welson, in his letter.
of January 7, 1902 was nost thankful. On top of this, Ginsburg in-
formed them that they would no 1onger have to carry the burden of the
Pard church, o2

At Mana®s they now had fifty-five members and were in_the middle
of a prayer week, - He concluded by saying they éxpected to make some
extensi#e trips up the River this year.53

They left Mana®s on February 5 (he brought his wife and two babies
with him to Pard). On arrival at Pard they hoped to rest for a”féw_

days but found the work in such poor shape they were kept constantly

50.4113&.
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busy. "But thanks to God, things are quieting down and today

(February 26) we babtlzed the last four of the candidates, seven

in 211," The big need in Paréd was for men (Americans, not Bra21lians)
to preach in the state of Pard. "The field is ripe in this Wﬁo}e o
state, We have visited two places nearby and at both'we could preéch
had we men. It seems strange that no one wants to come to Para, a
city of 200 000 counting the suburbs, with opnortunltles for winning
souls unequalled in the United States and wlth a grqw1ng_future_?5é

On March 7 they were back in Manadbs after/selling thirty Bibles,

thirty.testaments and eighty Gospels at stops on the way. He hoped

to make many trips this year but wanted to have a man with him to

sell Bibles, The work‘at_Manabs continued satisfactorily. :Hé was T
in fair health but Mrs, Nelson was suffering from catarrh in the head?Gv

A little over a month later, on April 15, ¥r, Nelson wréte asking

Willingham to give the following message to the Convention of the
Southern Baptist Board meeting at Ashville: iye are still alone on

this field after ten years of labor. One missionary and his ﬁife,on
11,800 miles of navigable rivers, twq churches and only one pastor
(American), and the churches nearly one thousand miles apart. Who

will come and help us? Who will take charge of tﬁe work in ParéO

Who will send us a steamer for the Amazon? We need both the man and

the steamer this year. Our work is prospering. God is w1th us, "57
'This certdainly shows most eloquently their position and the vastness

of' their task. There is no mention of what happened to Ginsburg but
ayparently he did not go to Pari as intended.' On June'zs they were still
at Mandbg and busy as ever, They preached every night'and the meetings\
were crowded, They baptized six lastmonth: and seven this month (June)

58
and the sale of Bibles was g01ng strong.
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On July 29 hé reported that he was now in Pard again aftér being down
with fever for two weeks, He had visited the mouth of the Amazon to
bathe‘in'the salt water and get the sea breeze, énd felt the better for
it, He expected tp;baptize some candidates at Pard and on July 31 he
returned to Manaﬁs.sg

When he arrived at Mana®s he got worse instead of better and was very
weak, but after taking medecine for a week he improved and soon was
getting streﬁger and back td work. vTheir hall at Manavs was now too
sm2ll and he looked for a néw‘place. They had hoped to build a
n:w hall but did not have much success in raising money. Four were
baptized last Sunday, and the membership was then seventy-two,é?

In a’September letter, Willingham informed him that a Brother
Familton was coming to Pard, and Mr, Nelson in his reply of October 21
was most joyful. Further good news Was.that Mr, Nelson's church in

Chanute,‘Rhnsasvhad of fered to raise the'money needed to buy a stggmer?l
Unfortunately, he took sick.again, as well as many of the chu:ch
members, and Mrs, Nelson'had to work so hard she nearly gave out., Under
such circumstances they found it impossible to continue the care of
the hall, so they turned it over to the church, and rented a huse
fbr'themselves. The expenses were as follows- house}reﬁt per month,
?%50; hired girl, $13; flour, $8; wood, $5; and correspondence papers,
atc,, $5; a total of $ 81, This left them $19 for sugar, coffee, meat,
vegetables, clothes, medecine, collections, and the education of the
children. By living away from the meeting hall they had 350 more to o
pay. The Boérd sent them $25 but that still left them $25 under the cost
of living in the hall. "It takes about three times as much to live

here as in Pernantuco (a common clerk in a hardware storehhas $100 to

$125 a month and can lay aside no money if he has a family), ¥ow do
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not take this as a complaint, but take it as a statement of facts,"

He hoped to raise $25 a month by selling Bibles but was not able to
since business was at a sténdstill; "But let me warn the Poard that.
hnless God gives sﬁpernatural strength IAWill not hold'but many’mpnths,
wvalking the streets in this sun and traveling thése sickly streams
selling Bibles, and.for the Board to have a man ready vhen I break -
down;"ss ‘He believed that if he could concentrate on preaching instead
of walking in the sun selling Pibles he might hold out for years,

The cﬁurch now had seventy-eight memters, with béptizms conducted every
month.64 ' |

On November 22 from Manads Mr, Nélson announced the birth of another
child, Eunice orviila'Nelson.Gs _ | | |

They hoped to start working a few dayévlater in the small villages
in the interior., Mr. Nelson was feeling much better now but he could =
not stand the heat as he used to, andAhe had had'tp quit selIing Bibles.66

It was not till January-§, 1903, that Mr.'H§lson again wrote to
Villingham. At this time he ﬁés able to say he had seen Brother
Hamilton at Pard and was very pleased with him, »

On New Year's Eve they had a'Sunday Séhool feast which was a big
success with plenty to eat for all, Fbur moré people were ready to be
baptized, and the church had voted $25 for the Public House and $25 for
& printing press for the same house.67 7

On Janﬁary 27 from Mana®s he wrote: "By the time this letter reaches
you Iram in Iquitos, Peru, to see what can be done there for the ancient

people, the Incas, who are still robbed and sold on the east side of the

Andes (one of them is coming to our meetings), and also to see vhat can

5 : - 68
te done for the territory lying between this point and that,"
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By Margh 5 he was at Iquitos, Peru, and wrote Willingham of what had
happened., He left Mana®s on February 3 én an Amazon River boat,

There are many places on the way of from 200 to.600 people and he
stopped at several of thepy, selling 200 Bibles and_testaments. The
first Peruvian town on the Amazon is Caballococha of abbut 1000 people,
and the next town is Iquitos of about 10,000 people., Ocean liners
from Liverpool come this far up the river twiée a montﬁ. "All through
this region you find small villages, mostly rubber gatherersg. and

now let me tell you that slavery is almost openly carried on, that is,
it's known to. everybody although it is against the law. They will kill
the father and mother if they resist the capture of their children (I
have this from good authority). They bring them dovm here (Iquitos)
and dispose of them."69 Many of the Indians could read and he sold
seventy Bibles while waiting for thé steamer, ‘

From Mana®s on March 12 ¥rs.Nelson w:ote‘Willingbam that the work
was progressing nicely in ¥r, Yelson's absence, Five young Brazilians
wefe helping her with the work but they needed training. "We hope to
start a échool (daily)vfor children this year."vo She expected Mr,
Nelson back on April 7.

¥r. Nelson got back to Manads on Apfil 4 according to his letter of
April 13, after an absence of two months, vAltogetherwhe gsold 300 Bibles,
testaments and Gospels on the ways and 1200 in the Republic of Peru. He
was well-treated and the leading men of Iquitos wanted to see work
started there. "Tet me say that we ought to have missionary{who could
take up the work as soon as possible."71 He prepared a young Spaniard

for that field who studied for the priesthood, but if he proved‘faithful

Nelson hoped to go with him and start him unless Willimgham could send
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another man, At Manads things were going as Wellgas could be ex-
pected, and several were waiting to be baptized.v _

By June 3 they'had baptized twénty-seven_that year at.Manabs.-
They had materials for building a hall but no money to construct., They
were going to build for 500 seats with room.for,a gallery later.v:5

He had been sigk again with "gastric fever"»but was now recovering,
"I hope to hold out till next year when I exfect to spend some months
in the Southern Brazilian mountains, My wife will go home to leave the
children in school, and while she is at home I will ssek my_health.?vé

Many times Mr, Nelson implored the Board for help only to be rebuffed.
Again on June 16, 1903, he writes to the Board and tries to impress on
%it the impossibility of one man covering the area under his care. The
ine states of.Paré and Amazonas are both larger than Texas, A man was
;needed to help Brother Hamilton at Pard so he could devote’mbre‘time
to teaching and working in towns near the capital, 1In Manads the work
was progressing so well that'he hoped to work almost entirely in the
interior in the near future, since they now had a Brother Kern with
them. They also had two other helpers who were doing well, but the
work was not small, By traveling censtantly it would still be impossible
to reach all the rivers in one year. - There was now a new state called
Acre(the territory_in question between Brazil and Bolivia), and this
needed a strong man since the climate was almost unbearable, Also,
he says Iquitos should be opened up'before the priests get in there and
prepare the people against us,

His health wvas imggoving and he hoped to work snother year without

a change of climate,

¥r, Nelson spent some time now in Mana®s helping the work along
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and on August 31 he wrote that tbe Wprk vas still going well. One
of their young men,rEmigdio Bento Alves, was going to Santarém to
start the work, Mr, Nelson was going to St. Isabel to sell Bibles and
see vhat coﬁld be done in that region. He was gone about ten days.
The neW‘printing press was working well and they hoped to accomplish
much with it,
¥rs. Nelson was troubled with catarrh in the head and the doctor
said an operation was necessary. If so, she was to go to the United
States and the children go with her. If the Board granted her a few
:months leave, they planned to delay the}opening‘of'a reading_roomuand
book store, otherwise they would have opened a store by January 1.
"There is no book supply this side of Rio de Janeio: and it's too far to
do business t‘ne"re."'76 They hoped therefore to have a supply of Bibles
and religious books and journals in Wana®s, but he Wouldrnot_start_the
store in the absence of his family. Mrs. Nelson wanted to leave about
March 1, 1904,71f that is all right with the Board. He is glad to say he
is enjoying good health.v'7 |
Wllllngham on October 10 wrote saying they had been granted the right
to send the children to the United States, and on November 12 Mr. Nelson
replied thankfully. He had just returned from Santarém where one of the
helpers had gone for his health and after preaching and interesting some
‘people he wrote to Nelson asking}to come at once. Together they preached
for a week and baptized several people., "Hamilton agreed»with‘mé.that we
ought to continue work there, as I had done s me work there five years
ago and the field is ripe."78 When he returned to Manadbs more people
were waiting to be baptized, "The rainy season is coming so I have
rented a good house for %53 a month, We hope it will help us keep our

79
health,"
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Three weeks later he wrote concerning a trip to a place cal led
Piriquito. One of the churéh members went to Piriquito a year before
and preached., Things went so well then that they deéided.to visit it
and there was much interest in the Gospel, vsix were baptized and a
church was founded. There was also encouraging news from Santarém,
Emigdio sent word that Hamilton was there»and hoped to organiza a church¢‘
As for Mana®s, Mr, Nelson wrote: "Our church here continues ﬁo work with-
out any extraordinary occurences, persecuted but not overcome."BQ

By January 22, 1904, Mrs. Nelson had decided to sail about April 4 with
the children, ¥r, Nelson hoped to embark for Rio Madeira as far as
Rio de Janeiro in April, since he felt weak again and needed a few days
near the ocean., Brother Hamiltoﬁ was still in Santarém doing good
work but was being persecuted.s1

March 16 brought bad news to Willingham for Mr, Nelson was down
with fever and ague again and was useless for work. He had deqided_@o
go with his family as far as Barbados and await the steamer's return,
This gave him about fifteen days on the island and put him in shape
again. "The Amazon Valley is ripening for heavy work and I am anxious
to get strong, and also to get help for the work."82

At the end of April Willingham was surprised by a letter written by
Mr, Nelson from‘New York on April 26, They left lManabs on April 7
and vhen they got to Pard they found out that they would probably be
quarantined at Barbados. Five days later Barbados was reached, and all
of them so sick they could scarcely get up. He could not leave his
wife with the children to care for since she was very sick herself.
Also, it would be useless for him to be quarantined on Barbados for
ten days, so he resolved to go to New York to récuperate and to help .

83 .
his family,
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They reached New York on April 25, the children feeling bétter
but Mrs, Nelson quite sick., After resting a couple of days_she Wenp
to Randolph, Kansas‘where her folks lived. He hoped to return to Brazil
about May 5., He was still weak_but_better and hoped the few days rest
and the return trip would fit him for a few years work., "I feel I have
done the best I knew how under the circumstances and hope the cause
and all concerned will be benefited. The church at Mana®ds at its last
meeting resolved to help Sameiras with $37 a month in his work in
Iquitos, Peru."84

Since Mr. Nelson was in the United States,‘Willingham invited him
to stay for the Convention to be hald at Naéhville and Nelson accepted
the proposal, In his 1ettervof April 28, Nelson said he would go to ‘
Richm nd on his way to Nashville, ¥rs, Nelson left that evening with the
childrenfor Kansas, and she planned.to meet him at Nashville. After the
Convention they went to the Rocky Mountains, He expected to be in
Richmcond the fourth or fifth of May.as

There was no information on the Convention in his_letters, and the
next news from him is from St. Louis after the Convention had ended, .'
They arrived here May 18 and he decided to stay in the United States a
few months., While in St. Louis they éonsulted a. well-known physician on
Mrs.rNelson'svtrouble and they were told she had catarrh of the head
and throat., He gave her a medecine to give her relief and advised
her not to return to Brazil this year at least, The children were well
except the oldest boy who was under a doctor's ca.re.86

They were back in Randolph by May 31 and on that day Mr, Nelson
wrote that he expected to go with Mrs. Nelson to Colorado Springs for
about six weeks and then prepare to return to Braziliin October, He was
going to use his salary to bu& an organ and a bicyC1e, for the work in

Brazil. When he returned to Brazil, he planned on leaving the children
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in a home in this country, but they were having difficulty finding a good
home.gv |

The next day, June 1, Mr, Nelson went to Chanute where his mother was
seriously ill. He'stayed here for about five weeks and during this time
attended a preachers'! summer school for two weeks. His mother passed
away near the end of J’une.88

On July 22 he wrote that they had been in Colorado Springs a week, He
was enjoying it buters. Nelson's catarrh was not 1mprov1ng, anml they
expected to return to Kansas in a few dayé. He hoped to be back in
Brazil by October 1. ‘ )

When they got back to Randolph they were informed that there is a
missionary home for children in Greenville, South Carollna,‘but ;t would
not be ready for some months, Whereupon, he decided to fix a homefor
his wife and children to live in till the home in Greenville was ready.
¥rs., Nelson was improving and they hpped she would be perfectly well
by sprmg.89

From Chanute on September 12 he 1nformed Willingham that he had
decided to leave New York on October 5 and would be in Richmond after
twenty-fifth., He needed $30 for his ticket to New York and $100 for
his trip to HMana®s. Willingham, a short time previously, had promised
that his traveling expenses would be paid.go

He visited Willingham on September 28, spoke in Washington the next
night (there is no mention of whom he spoke to) and then proceeded to
Yew York., He sailed from New York on the night of October 5.

His first letter from Pard is dated October 21. In his absence

Brother Hamilton had gone ahead with the building of a new hall, and

already the walls and part of thé roof were in place., It was to seat
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400 people, and with the recent anonymous contribution of $500

which was needed to complete it, they expected to open it by January 1,
He left Pard on October 23 and hoped to be home (Mana®s) by the twenty-
eighth.gl

There was no more news from him till December 13 at which time he
was back ianaré, having arrived that day from Mana®ds With‘EmigdiQ who
joined him at Santarém., He hoped later to send Pinheiro to Santarém, and
ordain one of the deacons at Mana®s to be pastor there, and he traveled
vetween the churches and helped both. However, he kept his home at
Nana®s since that was the center of his work, unless Willingham insisted
otherwise. He pianned to follow this plan unless someone was sent to
Pard. However, he asked that Ginsburg not be sent since they did not
agree very well., He was given an increase in salary and replied thus:
"I am thankful for the increase in salary. Sorry it came too late for
Brother Hamilton (Ifound out he had eaten only one square meal a day for
some time as his exoenses Were‘so heavy, and this was tﬁé brincigal
reason‘why he could not stand the sicknessg he was too Weak)."?

Brother Hamilton had died of overwork and lack of food (as just.de-‘
scribed) after doing a noble work both at Pard and Santarém, Mr. Nelson
was most sorry to lose him, However, he hoped to keep'thingsAgping at
Pard till the hall was finished since Emigdiorwas‘a good manager,

Y. Nelson helped the work at Paréd along for some time and did not
return to M¥ana®s tilllJanuary 7, 1905, He was again short ofvfunds_and
had had to borrow 8125 to help himself along, and although conditions
were fair he felt that unless more missionaries came to Brazil things

93
would go downhill, He expected to go to Parid agzain in February.
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In his letter of January 16, 1905, from Mana®ds, Mr. Nelson
tells of some of the financial problems facing him. The already high
exchange was getting higher and they had to pay_%lo to $15 a month more
for eent, Houses were getting scarce and he could not find one for his
family at less than $75, and he asks Willingham to make the following
proposal to the Board: "A house»buiit on a sanitary plan for this
country would cost $8,000 to $10,QOO. A house built of poles and mud
plaster will cost $é,0001to $2,000 and will 1ést with care about 15 to
20 years, After that you still have the lot and brick tilings for
a roof, These kind of h-uses are as healthy as others while they
last but must be built in the outskirts of towm. Now my plan is this,
Would it be against the rules of the Board to advance me $2,500 to
$3,000, I paying off at the rate ofk$600 a year, capital and interest,
That would save me from paying %75 a month to a Brazilian’for a house
that has no night ventilation whatever, and the same or $50 a month
would go back to the Board for money advanced, and at the same time give
me six years of comfort and throw the house iﬁ at a bargain. In two
months time I sould be living in my own house’and by January‘léos
I would begin to pay off the capital so that you would hold bagk $600.
I am willirg to pay as big a per cent as you can get and more if you
like since here Ilwould have to pay 24 per cent. Our health depends
on bur dwelling place a great deal."94

On February 7 he reported that he was ready to leave for Pari to open.
the new temple.95 From Pard he wrote on February 20 saying that the tempk
would be opened on March 5 and that they went in debt about $100 in

building it., The helper at Santarém became sick and came back to

Wana®s but he planned to send another man next month, and wanted to go
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there himself from Pard., A woman at lMano3s had agreed to give money
for the work at_Santarém and he planned to see about the chances of
of building a tem?le gsince it was almost impossible fo rent a hall there,
e expected to be back in Mana®ds by April 5, and was still in good
health.96

Mr, Nelson arrived at Santarém on March 11 and was holding meetings
every night with good audiences. He had a good helper there but was un-
able to find a hall, however, he thought he could buy 2 lot on which
to build one. There was a great need for a man at Saptarém which had
about 20,000 people. "It is a good location for a seminary, the most
healthy place on the Amazon now, and can be improved. It is growing fa§Zr
He left for Mana®s on the twenty-second,

On April 5 from Mana®ds he was able to report that he had received
some monsy from friends in the United States to pay off tﬂé debt incurred
in building the temple at Pard, Soon after writing this he was off
again for a trip into the interior and visited_three small churches
and baptized four. He preached in a new town called Anamd and hoped
to have a church there soon.98 He returned to Mana®s on April 25 and vas
haypy to learn that the brother of J.BE.Hamilton was coming to Santarém.
He claimed they were still perSecufed and hindered in their work by
civil authorities and by other denominations.99

On July 21 he was back in Parid and in answer to a question from
Willingham he wrote that he believed he could build -a house for $4000
at the present time., However, a business crisis was taking place and
he hoped to be able to buy a small house at a morgage sale,loo

The hall at Santarém had been started and he wanted to go there next

if possible dedicate it the last part of August. There were candidates
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for baptizm in all the churches and he did not get_back to Manabs
for a month, According to the Religious Herald, H.L.Hamilton was
going to Bahia instead of Santarém and Mr, Nelson was very disappointed
at this report. He stressed the difficulty of his job due to high living
ahd traveling exvpenses, He had to travel third class, everyWhereﬂwith
the cattle, "It is nof the climate altogether, but it's the expense
that drives such men as H., L. Hamilton to go South, and shall I say it,
J,J.Hamilton to the grave, as it seens, "101

It was not till October 26 that FWelson wrote again and he briefly
writes of his planse for the near future. IHe planned going to Santarém»
on the eighth of November to open fhe church there, About December 1 he
hoped to go as far as Paré and try to be back in Manaos by January l,légg.

A few days later, October 30, Mrs, Nelson wrote from St. Louis th at
she arrived there on the twenty-seventh and was staying Wlth some frvends.
She planned to leave for Greenville, South Carolina on November 1 and leaw ;
the children at the missionary home.lo3

Mrs, Nelson arrived at Greenville on November 6 and ﬁrote that she was
leaving the three youngest children at the Hargaret Home and was taking
the oldest two with her, The ones left at the home were Ira Amazon
ﬁelson, age 11, Inor Gordon Nelson, age 9, and Carey Hawthorne Nelson,
age 6. ¥rs, Nelson exoected to stay in Grezanville till November 19
or 20 when the Home was Sormally opened, o

The next report from Mr, Nelson is that of Wovember 7 from Manads.,
Alves, his Brazilian helper at Pard was sick again and Nelson feared he

would die and leavg him the work to do alone once more, Once again

he implored Willingham to send a young man to the Amazon where thry
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105
were so greatly needed,

Soon after, he was on his way to Santarém and opened the new meeting
house which seated 100 on November 19, and since his arrival he and
Emigdio had been preaching every night.los

Mrs. Nelson arrived at Paféd from New York on December 20 and Mr,
Nelson was there to meet her, He arrived at Pard on December 8 and held
very good meetings, and he hoped to use the basement of the church for
a printing office. A further improvement had been the addition of
electric lights and a tank for baptizm.107

They were back in Haneds by December 70 but there is novreport from
him till Janvary 26, 1906, He exﬁected to @ back to Santarém a few days
later to help the young man preaching there, In Nanabs the rainy season
had come on and théy were forced to move out of their house and move
info a suitable home which cost them %80 a month, The work was going,
fairly well all over the field, they had had some conversions during
prayer week and planned to have more baptizms, Also, the sale of Bibles
was still going very we11.108

On February 25 he wrote from Santarédm of the receipt of a letter

from a Mr. Parrack at Louisville, Kentucky, saying he was coming to the

Amazon., ¥r. Nelson inquired of Willingham if the Board wa.s sending him or

if he was coming on his own hook. He hHad been in Santarém since February
10 and was preparing things for the arrival of a new helper, Almeida
Sobrinho, who was to arrive the fifth of March. He expected the church
here to do well under Sobrinkho's care. The work at lfanads was going well,
but would go better if he could be there constantly.lo9

On March 17 Mr, Nelson left for Solimoes to work for two weeks
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but thefe is no report from him while there. He next writes from
Mana®s on April 5 after his return and he points out that if he could
get two men from the United States, one for Pard and one for HManads
he would be able to spend‘all his time in the interior. On April 16
from Manats he had sone good news to report. They were having a series
of meetings and hoped to keep it up for a month for the interest is
good. Those baptized so far in 1906 vere as.followsef Pari, 19,
Santarém 1, Mana®s, 3, and Solimoes, 3, a total of 26.110 o

Mr, Nelson went to Pard on May 10 according to Mrs, Nelso%lindlon
June 11 Mr, Nelson wrote from ther that Mr. Parrick had arrived the
night before, He waé delighted with Parrick aml stayed a few days_with
him, The church at Pard now had 114 members and expected more soon, |
By July 4 Nelson was back home in Hana®s and Mr, Parrick with him
gince Parrick was to live with them while he was learning ‘the language.,
Mr. Nelson asked that the Board to pay at least all their house rent from
October on for it would greatly ease their financial situation,llz

On July 11 Mr. Nelson wrote once again bo the "Board reminding them
6f his need for men., The weather in the Amazon Valley was not svitable far
Brazilians from other parts and_théy therefore did not 1ast many years,
andhe needed two more men at once. "I would also remind the Board that
we have been in the Valley almost 15 years, It may'be necessary before o
many years to seek a differenﬁ climate; We may therefore find it necessaly
to go south into Motto Grosso."ll3 Mo Protestant work was being done
in that state. Furthermore, they still had no men for Iquitos, Peru.114

He was still at Manads on August 17 and he reported at that time that

the chu-ch had chosen a regular pastor and paid him»$85 a month, Mr,

Helson and his family decided to move to Sanﬁarém for the wofk at
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Mana®s was safe and there were several towns near Santarém which

could be worked only from there. Also, house rent at Santarém was

- cheaper, which they had to crnsider, A piece of bad news for Mr,

Nelson was the sudden resignation of Mr, Parrick for which no reason
whatever was given, "It surely is a blow ﬁo our plans, but we are
getting used to surprises and God khows what is best."lls

A little over akweek later Mr, Nelson was laid up with hemorrhage,
and_it was not uétil'September 8 thzt they were on their way to Santarém.
Before they left, the'church at Mana®s presented him with a gold watch,
and Mrs. Nelson received a gold pen 2nd pin. By September 8 Mr, Nelson
was better but still very weak.116

On September 21 Mr, Nelson was at Pard and he wrote that his family

was at Santarém but due to the difficulty of getting a good locaiion they
were not permanently settled yet. He finished by saying he believed the
allowance for 1907 should be the same as this year.l?v One month later
he was still at-Paré helping the work but said he . would be in Manads by
Christmas, and then spend at least three months in Santarém helping the
work there.x _
Qgiyovember 21 he Wroteqfrom Pard that his helper there, Alves, had to
be thrown out of the church for "living a double life" and he was still
there straightening things out. In a few days a Brother Aguiar g%gnned
to take charge of the work and Mr. Nelson was to go to Santarém._

He was béck in Santarém by December 11 and then made a short trip to
Mandﬁs, but returned té Santarém on December 20 with the news that they
We¥e 21l well, but the town was full of leprosy. In his first letter of
1967, dated January 7, he says that half the families of Santarém had

leprosy, ahd they'necessérily came into close contact with them, This
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situation added doubly to their work and made it far more dangerous,
To add to this difficulty he had just received word that Aguiar at
Paré_was i1l and could not stay there any lénger, so Mr., Melson decided
to go to Pard in May or June. To »ffset this news, Mr. MNelson was’able
to report that the Women's Audiliary Society was doing good work and that
the Sunday School at Santarém was doing well, but as for Pard he believed
"there is a tough. figﬁt ahea.d."119

Soon after this ﬂr..Nelson fell sick again and on February 6 he asked
that Entzmi ger be sent at once for ne was needed at Pard and lManabs. Mr,
Nelson was fearful that he would have to return to the United States again
to recuperate although already he felt better, A little over amonth
later, on lMarch 16, things were worse for Mr. Welson had been sick for
seven weeks and could hardly walk, so they decided that he was to go to
Sao Paulo or further in April for his health, Furthermore, Santarém
was being ravaged by smallpox Which they had to he more careful of
catching. They expected their home to be finished in a week, and the

120
church also.

One month later he was in Pard having arrived on March 14. How he
menaged to recuperate the way he did seems well-nigh miraculous, for now
he tells us that he is better so is not going south as planned, The
work at Péré seemed to be doing fairly well and the church was still
active, but Pard still needed a good men to take care of the work there,
He was to preach at Pinheiro on Sunday, and then proceed to Solimoes in
April, On March 27 HMr. Nelson made his report for the first quarter of
1§07 and made the following statements as to his plans and conditidms .
in the Amazon. There were fewer churches in Solimoes now since so many
people had moved up the River. As for Pinheiro regular services were

being held there now and members were being added every month, There was
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a conference to be hald at Bahia but he was too busy to attned
much as he wanted to,_and for the same reason he found it impossible
'to go to Pernambuco forva week to preach as he was invited to do. He
hqped to go to Sqlimoes the next week, March 14, and to the headwaters
of the Amazon (Aere Regibn) in December, and he hoped to have a church
in Anamé the following year., These are the things he prayed and hoped
he ‘could do but their accomplishment would be assured if he had more
men to help him, workers were still needed badly. He félt much better
now and the climate at Pard agreed with him.121
It was not until June 1 that Mr. Nelson again Wroté to Willingham
and he_said that they had finally found a good house in which to settle.
The work was progressing nicely and he still felt fit., His worker at
Solimoes, Gomes dos Santos, was at Pard since his wife was sick, therefors
with Santos to watch things in Pard Mr, Nelson could go to Bahia aftef
all, and on the way he planned to stop off to see what could be done to

122
other points to the gouth,

¥r, Nelson did not write from Bahia but waited till his return to Pard
oanuly 31; He much eﬁjoyed the trip to Bahia and his first Brazilian
convention., He stayed there for two weeks and did some preaching, and us
stops on the way showed him that the district between Pard and Bahia
around Pernambuco needed men to open up work., Gomes dos Santos had to go
to Ceari for his wife's health and so ¥r. Nelson wanted him to work there’
for he believed it would become a big mission, since so many people
went there to live. It had the added atrraction also of being a health
resort; He stated that the work at Pard and Mana®s was ahead of Rahia,

Pard now had railroads and streetcars and ge wanted to see Christianity
123

strongly entrenched in this growing city.

In his letter of Bugust 20 written to the Foreign Mission Journal,

Mr. Nelson merely reviewed four books thayhad been sent him and in the
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reviewing agaiggindicated his dislike of Catholics and other Protestant
denominations. This attitude was prevalent everywhere at this time
however, so Mr. Neisqn's attitude is hardly unexpected or strange.,

On September 6 Mr, Nelson made a brief report to the Foreign Missioq‘
Board which included the folldwing figures for the second quarter of 1907,
"They have baptized eleven, one has joined the chuch by letter, and four
have been reconciled_(those who had joined previously but strayed from
the church and now come back), making a total of sixteen., However, nine
were excluded from the church for straying, and one member left to join.
another church, a total of ten. Therefore the total increase in member-
ship.is &ix. As for finances the& nave raised about $650 on the J‘.‘ield.lg5

Mr. Nelson does not write again fof almost four months for his next
letter is dated December 2, He moved his headquarters 250 miles south
of Pard to establish Baptist influence in the states of Maranhao, Pinhy,

and Ceara, Another consideration was that he could regain his-full

strength from the sea breeze in this region. "You Wili tell me that we

have too big a field now., This is a fact, but we believe we can do better

work in the Amazon by having our home outside at thisstage of the work,
The time has come in Prazil when missionaries must take a back seat as
Pastors, or cause divisions and criople the efforts of the natives. 1t
ig therefore not altogether necessary to have a missionary at the head of
a churéh; We should give our time to instructing native preachers and
opening new fields.126 He planned going to Castanhal the next Sunday to
baétize; twelve were baptized there lately and he hoped to organize a
church there in February. It seems that persecution was going on in
Santarém and he was needed there but could not go there till they were

127
settled at Maranhao and he had regzined his full strength.

124, To Willingham.

125, To Foreign Mission Board.
126, To Smith,

127, To Smith,



On Decemberlso Mr. Nelson wrote to W. H. Smith (acting secretary

of the Board in Willingham's absence) a¥k ing him to present the following

: gonsideration to the Board. "The Amazon Valley Baptist Conveation had

just closed its second session. Iast yeaf we met in Mana®dsy; we were then:
six ministers. This year we were only three because one could not come
for lack of means, oné had been excluded for sin, and one, Mr, Parrick,
had ‘'skipped the country'. We have had a tumultuous year of it, but we
have come out ahead so we thank God and take:courage. We respectfully
present to you the following table which represents agtual_needs.

Since we have lost all hope of receiving any reeinforcements from the
States, in the form of missionaries, we must utgtize native helpers,

and in order to do that we must pay them a salary commensurate with the
needs of the Amazon V&lley?lzs ¥r, Nelson suggested thelfpllpwing &early
salaries: for Mana®s %400, for Solimoes $500, for Santarém $#500, Pard
$400, and for Castanhal $5OO.129

Mrs, Nelson was almost worn out physically and it seemed impossible
for them to hold out another year. Therefore, if they could not go to
the United States they plannedrtolgo to Maranhao or Ceaza to recover their
health and to bpen a new station, %

By January 16, 1908, they had moved to Maranhao and ¥r, lelson writes
asking for %ldb for moving expenses and 5100 for seats and lamps for:-the
missioﬁ; The churches at Pari, Mana®s, and Santarém were doing Well; and
he ﬁas to visit them a couple of times a year, and he again asked for a mm
or two if the Board could send them, At Pinhy one of his old converts
got sevefal éther people there interested in the Gospei so Mr. Nelson

went there to start a church, At Maranhao, they had preached several

times already in the home of a convert, and also a coup;e of tlmgs for
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131
the Presbyterians,

Théy received the right to come home in the spring and the money
tlo bring them home, but fir, Nélson writes on January 20 that they had
changed their minds and were staying in Brazil, ‘This changing of plans
is hard to understand when only two weeks before he had written that
éhey could not hold out aﬁother year._AThe only explanation given is that
they were needed  in the field. The previous evening, Jahuary 19, they
held_a megting i n the home of a convert and made bencﬁes with their~own
hands, bought a 1amp and prepared the first meeting room at Maranhao,.
They were looking for a hall to rent at %25 a month and he asked Smith to
send #25 a month and also to pay their rent till they could build their‘
own hall, thus they needed $500 for Maranhao this year. He hoped to get
a man from Pard to sell Blbles here, and in the Spring of 1909 a man from .
Manads to take charge. He bathed daily in the salt water and felt bet%gi
The next news from him is on March 7 from Pard where, he arrived a few |
days bvefore., Before going to Parid he went into the interior by railroad
and started a church of 21 members and bought a good lot for 5100 on
which to build a hall later. He felt well and planned to proceed fo Santa
fém in a day or two. Another two months passes before he writes aga;n
on May 5 from Maranhao, and the letter is to Willingham again who had
taken §ver his post as secretary to the Board. Mr. Jlelson sent his quartee
1y report a% this time as follows: 15 had been baptized on the field:,
two churches had been organized; two new fields opened (Obidos and
Maranao; Obidos is about 100 miles up the river from Santarem); one
worker had been ordained, he had acquired three new workers, one lot
for building a church had beeﬁ bought (at Castanhal), and one building

had been put up in the Acre country which he had not yet visited. "Our
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quarterly report is<no£ much but its our very best., Iack of and the
field expanding all the time of course make things scattered."l33 While
he was traveling he left the work at }aranhao to a young inexperienced
man with Mrs, Nelson helping. He had been preaching in a cabin to large
crowds but they later rented a hall and by the last of the month they ex-
pected a young w rker from Santarém (Pastor M. noel Gomes doslSantos) to
take dhmge of this field., He expecteéd to visit Rio de Janeiro next
month and after he returned he planned taking up the work in the in-
terior and visit the states of Pinnhy and Ceara. One of hislconverts
from Manaos had started work in Pinhy, and in a few days a deacon of Parid
went to Cearé, to ﬁe hoped to establish work in these states before the
end of the year. He had just returned to Maranhao from a trip uo the
Amazon Where he started a church at Castanhal (22 members) in the state
of Pafé. He also visited Obidos and baptized five there, but did not
organize a church because there was no one to take charge., 1In the
neighborhood of Manaos a church was started withvthirteer rerders and

a young man ordained. They needed a man to take charge of Maranhao and
start a school for it was too far to send a man to Rio de Janeiro to be
trained, "We need a supply for the Amazon Valley and this is the vlacey
living is cheaper, but especially the cliﬁate is good (he must be refer-
ring to the coast). Eesides, I must take my family home next year and

someone ought to be here in my »lace to lock after the work in my abe

134
snce "

On ¥ay 30 lr, Nelson aaid that he was leaving for Rio de Janeiro to

attend a convention., He also reports that a man had gone to Ceara to
‘135

work and that $500 g&ear was needed for that state,

On June 17 1'r. Nelson wrote from Rio that he had teen to Sao Paulo
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for three days visiting Pagby. "He (Bagby) has a fine field, a good
school &nd a good book store."136 On July 1 he was still at Rio and wrote
that he would stop at Ceara a couple of weeks on his return trip , and
try to organize a church, He had decided to make Maranhao their
psrmanent home because of its good climate, It was near enought to the

Amazon Valley to make it possible to look after that fields house rent
and other expenses were less; it was the nearest point to the Amazon
Valley; and finally since they were estending their work to Pinhy and
Ceara, it was a central location, "The state is populous, it raises cot-
ton and has three big cotton factories and still exports raw cotton and
a cotton of exceptional qmali’cy."ly7

The reason he visited Sao Paulo was primarily to see how the school

work was carried on in the different fields., "We are convinced that very
few of our Amazon Valley men will study in Southern Brazil;z it's too
cold., Customs are different, the Amazon Valley people are too much
Indian to put up with strange customs readily. Therefore, we must -
prepare a{séhool nearer home. Manats and Pard are expensive and not
healthy, therefore Maranhao is the place. Any missionary cen live there;
our workers in the Amazon need to come to Maranhao now and then to re-
cuperate and they would then stop a year and study. Changing about we
could have a str-ng force of workers in 'aranhao who would study and work
2t the same time, Many families from all over the Amazon would willing-
1y send their children to Maranhao if we had a permanent institutionlgg’
college for children. laranhao classes itself the 'Athens of Brazil!."
¥r . Nelson said he would open 2 school at ¥Faranhao on his return to

Yaranhao if they were not so run dovn physically and forced to return

to the United States the next year. "I wish to say a work here without
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reflecting on my Brethren. We missionaries must not be Pastors, Ve
must get Braziliansvto do that work and only practice makes perfedt.‘
Therefore, let me have a missionary to educate the young preachers and
pastore. I can open fields and supply the school with students and only
thus can we save Brazil through Erazilisns, If wé do not look out there
will be a split between missionaries and workers, the same as has hap-
pened with the Presbyterians, and that will be unfortunate. (It has
happened in our churches in Pernambuco, }aceio, Bahia and Rio to a large
extent), I do not believe it will happen in Sao Paulo and I have no
fear inkthe Ama.zon as I rut Frazilians to work, buﬁ especially I will
have no fruck with masonry."139
- The son of Hr. ¥rs, Raguy was thinking of going to Brazil and ¥r,
Nelson was gqing to write to him and try to get him to take over when
they went home the following year. The ccnvention had ended and he
returned north on July 9.

On July 28 Mr. Nelson was back in MNaranhao and while in Ceara he
preached three times and went 100 miles into the gountry. Tow that ?ZOWRS
back in MNaranhao he prepared for an extended trip to the state of Pinhy,

‘One month later he was in lfaranhao. He wrote to Willimgham that
young'Bagby'ﬁas not coming to Brazil since he wished to go to a seminary,
but he (Bagby) advised Nelson to try J.J.0liveira, He expected to start
for Pinhy and Ceara in three days, and he hoped to go to the Acre terri-
tory in Decémber. Pars had had twenty baptizms lotely as had Hahaod
and Santarém, Physically he was still run dovm and although not actually
sick he could not preach ten days in succession. T1e concludes thizlletter
by inviting Willingham to come down and see their work next year,

Because of his condition it is vot surprising to hear on September 10
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that he was obliged to stay at home due to illness, and lrs., Nelson had
been sick also. However, he said he hoped to be off by the end of the
week. He wa s also still paying the hall rent for Maranhao and Ceara
and was surprised at the delay of the Board in helping these two states.
He warned that the work in these two states would fail if the Board did:
not come through since his private means were used up. Theywere working
in a territory equal to two-fifths of Prazil, but in spite of these
difficulties he hoped to ppen more fields on his next trip.142
We next hear from lr, Nelsonvthree months later, on November 10, at
which time he was aboard th9é.S.Jaboatés. He left Maranhao on September
16 for the interior passing the state of Maranhao and crossing on the
ohly railroad in thet state, about sixty-five miles, He went to Pinhy
first, baptized four and ssarted a church at Jerumenha, on the way back
he baptized four at Floriano, preached at Amarante and hoped to have a .
church there in the near future for there was much interest. No one had
ever preached at these places before and this interest showed the possi-~-
bilities for{spreading the Gospel in Brazil., After this he went to
Therezina, the capital of the state, and preached for a Presbyteriaﬁ_
éongregation; and hoped to open work there in February. The chief means
of transportation in t™is area was by horseback or on the Parnahyba River,
"The sfate is not populous but the people are the most liveral of any
state in the uhion."145 There were eight good-sized tovms of from
5,000 ﬁo 25,006 people. On the eighth of November he spoke at Camosim
in Ceara, but the persecution was so great he resolved to embark on the

steamer Jaboatfo to save his own life and those of a number of Catholics

wvho were resolved to defend him, He asked for protection from the
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Governor, but got no reéponse; however, he hoped to go back to Ceara
in March or April.

On NWovember 11 he reached Ceara and preached there that night.
On November 12 he preached and baptized several and organized them into
the First Béptist Church of this state., He acknowledged receipt of Will-
_inghém’s estimate for 1909, forwarded by his wife, "It surprised me
not a little. I am extending our work infive states, the last quarter
of this year we have the necessary means to work our field., Now for next
year you cut us down to $500 for two new states, How can the Roard exw.
pect a church of_ten members to sustain a pastor, where we fight against
odds? I ﬁill have to modify our plans for the states of Paré and Ama.-
zonas, Robby¥ing them to supply the states of Pard and Amam nas, But I
am not going backward., If I can get a compentent man for the new state
of Pinhy I will ask for five hundred dollars for that state alone."_l44

Mr., Nelson was in Pard on November 21 and he reported that a young
min from the Présbyterians with two years study had come to him and
would take care of the wox in Ceara, On November 22, he left for
Santarém and Solimogs.l45

About the middle of January, 1909 M¥r., Nelson sent'Willingham his re=-
port of the Amazon Valley Mission for 1908, They traveled more than
15,500 miles, took part in the convention at Rio de Janeiro and visited
churches south as far as Santos. He visited and established a church
in Maranhao, in Pinhy and in Ceara, Altogether, five churches were formed
during the year and 146 were baptized, the total number of converts
in his field was now 412, and he had some very good helpers amongst

them. The work was branching out still more, and he hoped several of

the churches would be self-supporting in 1909, Dur1ng the year many Bibles

and testaments were sold and over 42,800 were raised on the field, The
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vastness of the task is well shown by his expression: "Oour field
from Ceara to Mana®s and Rio Acre would cover fromAGalvesﬁon, Texas to
New York and Boston with one missionary at Atlanta, Georgia."l46

On February 10 Mr., Nelson told of a letter he received from olliveira
who offered to come to the Amazon as a missimary. Nelson was much
pleased but pointed out to Willingham that what Brazil‘neéded was pastors
more than missionaries, The pastors stay in one place, become one of
the people and thereby gain advantages in training the people, Mission-
aries have to move about too much and have to put up with much opposition,
However, he had asked Olliveira to come and help, also because they had
to go to the United States in the spring and someone had to take charge
of things in his absence, _

Since they still had no hall at Maranhao he preached in the parks on
Sundays and on the streets week nights., Howéver, in spite of these dif-
ficulties, there was a lot of interest and three were taptized the nexf
Sunday. Since lanats was self-supporting he used its $400 allowance at
Maranhao, but if1011iveira came he said he would need $500 alone as he
would have to travel a lot.l47 _

Almost & month later, on March 4, he pleaded with Willingham to find
out what had happened to his children in the largaret Home in Carolina
since he had not heard from them since December 2 when scarlet fever
bréke out there, He ends by insisting that if someone does not.relieve
them in a few weeks they will have to leave as they cannot hold out any
longer. ‘ _

Two weeks later, on March 18, he was happy to report that he had
finally heard from his children who were well, They had made definite
plaﬁs to iea&e waranhao about June 1 for lanads vhere they planned to catd

a steamer for New York. On March 23 he wrote to the Foreign Mission
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Board expressing his elation over their promise to give $12,000 toward
the building of a seminary in Rio if the Brazilian churches provided

the amount to raise the total to $50,000 which was the amount needed.
Mgny of the Baptist missionaries in Rio who thoﬁght that the Amazon work
was of no account and kept other missi naries from going there, calculated
from the number of members nd previous contritutins how much each section
of Brazil should contribute=and fuund that the Amazon River section was
secnnd only_tq Rio iniimportance, and this from 1,000,046 square miles
containing 3,000,000 whites and one missionary family., This statement
indeed shows eloquently the great piece of work being done by Mr. Nelson
with fhe able assistance of }Mrs, Nelson and a few good native helpers,

On May 12 Mrs, Nelson at lMaranhao acknowledged receipt of their pass-
age money for home and explained the necessity of their returning to the
United States, Mr. Willingham had told her that the Board was in debt
and in her repnly Mrs, Nelson offered one dollar a month to it and hoped
other mission stations would do likewise, This seems a small offering
but bonsidering their own posifion it is far from small, Xany times Mr,
Nelson had bought equipment for the mission at his own expense and never m
once complained of the fact.

By the twenty-eighth of May Mr., Nelson was once again back in Maranhao
and writes Willingham of his latest trip., He had just returned from
Pinhy where he held splendid meetings in three different town and even
preached on two big ranches and baptized two. In Amarante he spoke for
fifteen davs and made fifteen converts there. ¥r., Nelson said a man
was needed in Pinhy to take charge over that large territory for much

work could be done there. At Jermenha the priest with half a dozen

assissins ordered him out of the towvn and as he was alone with no police

protection in that area he left, ' However, he had secured government pro-

tebtion in that area now and he believed it would not happen again. In

Maranhao they now had thirty members, all won in one year,



A few days later they left Maranhao to begin the trip to the
United States. They_proceeded first to Pard where "the church is
doing well", reaching here on June 20. TFrom here they went to Santarém
and then to Mana®s planning to get the steamer‘about Jﬁly 17.148

The Nelsons arrived'in New York about August 15 after vhich they Wgnt B
Richm'nd on the 18, There is no information as to what happened here,
merely postcards_telling of fheir arrival, From here they proceeded to
Greenville,.South Carolina to pick up their children and then they went
home to Chanute, Kansas arriving there on August 27, tired but happy:
On October 2 Mr. Nelson wrote to Willingham and listed their travel ing
expenses from Mana®s to Chanute and tbhtal amounted to $504-50 and this
sum the Board was willing to pay. On October 26 YMr. Nelson expressed his
joy at hearing that a Rev., C, F. Stapp and wife had been apnointed to the
field in Pard and he asked confirmation of the report. The Board had
also agreed to pay the expenses incurréd by keeping three of the children
at the Margaret Home. On February 8, 1910 Nelson was pleased to report
that Olliveira had'acgepted the Board's offer of 5500 to work in Brazil
and. he-was to leave in May or June., "The Amazgigwork‘is spreading fast
and needed good\men in Pard, Pinhy and Ceara." A month later on March
7 Mr, Nelson sent to Willingham a report of the money raised by lanads
dﬁring 19b§. During the year the Sunday School raised %191,50, the
Women's guxiiiary Society raised 4228, and the Young Peoples' Union raised
#217. ATter all expenses had been paild for the year, the church- -hald
852 of this amount, However, this was by no means all for the church mem-
bers had raised nearly $3,500 for a new church making their net assets
in 1§6§ ovef gs;oob. This church at ¥ana®ds was ten years old and self-
supp§fting; its members were planning to build another church and four

of its members were preachers who were helping to evangelize the Amazon
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Valley. This word picture is surely another tribute to the_magnificent
work so thoroughly started by Mr. Nelson inthis equatorial land.

A week later on March 14 Mr, Nelson replied to Willingham that he
would be willing to go anywhere in the United States under Southern
Baptist control to speak on missions if Willingham 0 desired., He had
decided to move to Waco, Texas soon after May 15, On lMarch 29 he was off
for Hobart, Oklahoma‘to speak‘andron April reported that he was being
Well—receifed. - However, he had not heard from Texas and it seemed he was
not wanted there,

Mrs, Nelson in Chanute on April 5 sent to Willingham a report of the
Amazon WQrk for 1909, admitting that it was incomplete, During 1909
about 100 baptizms'took place. In addition, a church was organized in the
Acre territory in 1908 with 23 members (this had been omitted in lr,
Yelson's report for 1908)., At the end of 1908 the total memberbhip in the
Amazon Valley was 412, by the end of 1909 it was 538, an increase of 126,
The churches all over the Valley were doing well,.with the church at
Vanaos prospering the best.,

Mr, Nelson next wrote from Sawton, Oklanoma on April 13 where he wa.8
having good meetings, and was being invited to other places. He planned
to be a Chickasha on the fourteenth, Ardmore on the fifteenth, and at
Denisdn, Texas on the seventeenth, and from there he planned going to
Dallas; He added that if Olliveira went to Pard he would stay in the
United States during 1911 and speak all over the country, but he wanted
to return to Brazil after that. He also told Willingham at this time
that he would like the Board to put $500 into motor boats for the Amazon

Valley field.

By April 29 ¥r. Nelson was vack in Chanute and in his letter to

Willingham reports that his trip was very successful with the churches

responding weli, and he believed it would be a very good idea to always

have some missionar¥ies touring the United States and in this @ay keep



up interest ip themissionary work. Wis expenses amounted to 47,50
vhich were paid by the Board, and on this amount he visited twenty-three
towns and cities in Oklahoms and Texas. The hotel bills ranged from
twenty cents to $1.80 and averaged fifty cents, quite in contrast with
hotel rates today.

¥r. Nelson did not write again till May 16, and he urged that Olliveira
be'sent to Brazil at once. Also, he again posed the question of the
motorboats and asked what the chances were. From here he went on to
list the n eds of the Amazon Valley: (1) a kerosene molor boat for man
and wife on Hadeira Rivef, (2) a three horsepower motor for a canoe
to run on the Acre River, cos* %200, (3) a motor for a canoe on the
Solimoes River above Mana®s, cost $300, and (4) one motor for a canoe
for personal-use, cost 3300, This would make the total cost‘$3,900 and
the grand total including freight costs and duties about $5000, :

About the end of lay Mr. Nelson wrote to Willingham saying he had de-
cided to go back to Brazil in August., (0lliveira was still inthe United .
States énd ﬁhere wa.s no explanation as to why he had pot gone to Brazil),
The Board decided not to aporopriate the money for the boats requested
so Mr. Nelson asked for $500 expenses in the lfadeira River area es-
pecially since the Madeira Manicoré Railroad was to make the river the
thorqughfare of Bolivia,

On June‘s he was at Rendolph, Kansas and wrote that he hoped to raise
enough ﬁéney for a boat for himself, He had learned that 0lliveira had
finally gone to Brazil but he had dscided to return anywey. IHe was
well and strong again and longed to get back to his chosen field., On
June 22 from Chanﬁte he requested that Mrs, lTelson be allowed to remain

in the United States another as "no American worman cagsgtand the climate

in Northern Brazil during the age of change of life",
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A week later Nelson discovered there was to be no Boerd meeting in
July and 80 he asked Willingham to lay the following matter before the
Board, “A church of twelve members has been organized (ifay 23) on the
Madeira River, The church was organized by the pastor of the Antes
Miri church on a small tributary of the Madeira River, = this ﬁakes two
churches with no pastoral help from the Bo°rd. We ougnt tb help.this
man and work on this river, “151 On his return to Brazil he hoped to
make more of the churches self-sufficient, but he also hoped to open
new ones which would require money; therefore, he asked that allowances
for 1911 be the game as that for 1910, He planned to leave New York
on August 15, 1o

He sailed from New York on August 16 and arrived in Paré on August 31,
He met Olliveira who was well, and planned to stay in Pard for a week,
A month later on September 29 he was in lMaranhao and reported that the

church at Paré had secured a Pastor and so Olliveira had ovened up work

in another part of the town, and was also working along the railroad

‘area, Another helper was working from the coast towards  the interior

and together these two men covared 100 miles and ten towns. With éhese
men in Pard no missionaries were needed, but he asked the Board to send
soneone to Manads or llaranhao. He also made another financial request
of %100 forblgterature and incidentals since other fislds were allowed
this a.mount.l:):3

The next letter from Nelson is not till November 26 in which he acknow-
ledged receipt of his allottments. He did not receive an appropriation
for the Madeira River area dbut he hoped to make both ends meet until next

year when new appropriations were made. The reason for his being kept in

Maranhao for two months was the illness of his helper who would never be
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able to erk again, However, he exnected to get a2 new man who was
ordained in Pard last September, and then he hoped to go to Manabds

to dedicate the new brick church. On December 17 he was at Pard preaching
every night,

7 H%s next letter is dated January 20, 1911 and is from Para and he
explains that he intended going to }anada but things went wrong at Pard.
Olliveira couldn't handle them so I sent him up-river to do evangelistic
work., Here is where Hamilton died, where Parrick got scared and where
the Devil has his headquarters.ﬁ154 He was preaching three times every
Sunday, led the Sunday School and preached every night except Saturday
(a rather full_schedule to say the least particularly considering the
climate in which he is working).

TWQ mqnths passed before he wrote again on #¥rch 25 from Hanads.
The second church at Mana®s had been dedicated and he expected a third
chufqh to built}soon. Both churches were having excellent meetings., He

planned on going back to Pard for three months as things were still in

bad shape there., From }ana®s he planned on going to Pernambuco to
‘ - ‘ 155

attend a convention,

On May 2 he wrote from Pernambuco that there was a young man in Pard
who had been accevted by the Northen Board to go to Assam but he had soon
resigned and went to Brazil. The young man how wished to be accepted by
the Southern Board and Nelson requested that this be done for 2 man

| 156
was badly needed at Pard.

There is no news from Nelson again till June 20 at which time he
was at The?ezina in the state of Pinhy. He arrived thirteen days before
and was preaching every night. The priests tried to disturb him but this
time he had government protection and large crowds listened to him,

1

"This is a good place for a man as the authorities are cooperative, and
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' 157
a school is needed there as the priests have a seminary." He

fiﬁished_by saying he was gong up~-river 200 miles, then to Maranhao
and Pard,

Another three months pass before<Mr. Welson writes again, this time
from Pard on September 14 with the sad hews that one of his finest
helpers, Pastor Thomas Aguiar, died that day. He wrote again five days.
1ater rather despondently,., He realized the Board was divided as to what
tb do about his field so he determined to work harder with less materials.
"Pinhy desparately needs a man, A Pentecostal movement under Vingren
has arisen. Forget my other petifions but send someone to attend that‘
m.ultitude."l58 .Since Thomas Aguiar had died he could spare no one, As
usuval he was preaching svery night and twice on Sundays,

| Mr. Nelson stayed in Pard doing what he could to strengthen the
work till December 4 at which time he was ready to leave for Manads ac-
cording}to his letter of that date. "Unless I get a helper from the Board
I cannot advance, and might go backward. I am well but cannot handle it
a.ll‘!159

‘On December 16 he wrote from Man®ds saying it was important to get
a pastor for this church, The church vas se1f~supporting‘and could pay
a salary. ﬁr. Nelson‘received word that a seccnd miséionary had been
sent to Espirito Santo and that he inquired as to why the Board could
not affdrd to send one to Pard or Pinhy. "May God have compassion on
this lone worker abandoned to this vast region."lsq Certainly it
seems his field was being slighted and after the splendid work he had
done in the past ten or more years he had good cause to utter such a
request,

¥r, Nelson did not write again till February 21, 1912 which letter
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he starts by saying he was sorry he wrote the above of December 16.
Things Were not going well with the Board, and he explained that working
alone he gets nervous. The Mana®ds church offered a saiary ~of 32,000
yearly for a pastor and he wished the Béérd could get someone to come.
As soon as he leaves a state the work begins to fall. The territory

was too big and unless he got at least one man the work would decrease
since it was 1mp0351b1e for him to cover it all alone.161

On April 10 he was able to report some good news, namely that three had
been baptized in Pafd this year, and also three at Cestanchel, .

Two months later on July 5 he wrote from Pard that he had just returned
from Manaﬁs, They were holding a convention on the 24th and he hopéd that
s ome ofAhis-problems would be solved,

- However, just ten days later he had to report that the convention was
not held since tooffew reople could come, This turn of affairs left
him very disappointed as can be very easily imagined since it was the
first one to héve been held in his territory. He hoped to leave on July
16 for Pernambuco to confer with his fellow missionaries,

On his way back from Pernaﬁbuco he stopped at lfaranhao a fegsgays
before going on to Pard, but he was back in Pard on August 21, )

Mr., Nelson spent the next nine ﬁonths doing his best to strengthen the
work in Pard and he does not write again till Yay 27, 1913. Toniz Reis,
one of his helpers, had been sick for some time but was now well and had
been chosen pastor of the Pard church, and he (Nelson) was going to try
and get a man from lfanads from Southern Brazil., Hr. Nelson tried to
impress on Wllllnpham the 1mportance of the Amzazon Valley by statlng-

"The great American financier, Farquer, thinks so much of the Amazon

Valley that he has about fifty steamers, the adeira iranicoré Railroad
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and the ports of Pari and Mana®s and a large tract of land on the north .
bank of the Amazon in his hands."163 He constantly héd trouble primarily
because of the lack of good missionaries to aid him, It seems the
Foreign Mission Board d4id not think his field as important or fruitful
as some of its other fields of endeavor;

 Another three months goes by before lir. Nelson writes again on
August 4. This letter also takes up his worker problem, "I think
that the Board ought to send Rev. Kirchner who is in Southern Brazil
in Victoria, There are two missionaries there and it is the smallest
field in Brazil while mine is the largers, therefore two missionaries
are not needed in Victoria but two are needed in the Amazon Va.lley."164

This letter is written from Mzranhao just after he returned from a trip
to Therezina and Codd in Pinhy and HMaranhao (states)‘respectively. HTs
helper at Codb was doing a fine job and eight were baptized during this
visit., WNWow he was back in Maranhao and was preaching nightly.

On September 3 he wrote to Willingham that he had heard that Dr.
Sangston was going home for a rest, and ne was wrndering if Dr, Sangston
could not be sent to the Amazon Valley after his furlough ended, "Send
him to Pard to open a school as he is a natural teacher, a second
Hamilton."165 By November 10 he still had no reply fbr missionaries,
and on fop of that he writes that the financial situation was bad,

He also took this opportunity to make a formél application to go to the_
United States in April, 1914 for just a few months. "I wish to bring

Yvack my wife, She is a poor sailor so it is not best for her to come

alone., Also, i wish to put mr children where they can get an education
: ' S 166
away from their parents,"”

From December 21 to 25 the Brazilisn Baptist Convention met at Paréd

and on the thirtieth Mr. Nelson writes jubilantl:” of the results.

— e i - S e -
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"very field was represented and the Amazon Valley showed up

excellently and lots of work was done. A splendid spirit of

union was manifested. All missionaries present agreed that the field .
(Amazon) has a great future and must be manned at once., We need a per-
manent man and wife at Pard and a man frqm the South is willing to cpme;
I feel mugh yoﬁnger since ‘h=2 convention."lsv Mr, Nelson wrote again

the next day, December 31 expressing his regret at hearing of Willingham's
illness, He was at Maﬁabs and street preaching constantly with more
response every night. However, financially there was a depression in the
Amazon Valley., All houses were closing down since the price of rubber
Wwas very low and there was no rise in sight. There were over 1000

houses vacant, but in spite of this state of affairs he determined to
meet all expenses if possivle, BRoth Dr. Sangston and Dr. Kerchner were
to come to the Amazon but had as yet receivéd no reply_from either,
Having received the permission of the Board to come home he planned

to leave Pard on March 30.

He arrived in New York on April 19 and went straight to Stillwater,
Oklahoma dnd on the twenty-seventh wrote that he was preaching there
and in the neighborhood. He was sorry to see that Mrﬁ. Nelson was not
so well as he éxPected. On May 9 from Stillwater, Mrs, lMfelson wrote
that ¥r,., Nelson was then in Kansas attending a convention,

Ur, Nelson wrote next on June 13 when he was back in Stillwater. He
preached several times a week here but found it too expensive tp travel'
around. A piece of}géod news for him was that a Rev. E.F,Trip of Hicory,
Oklahoma wanted to go to Iquitos, Peru., "Isold eight boxes of Bibles

there in 26 days eleven years ago. It is a good field and needs a good

. 168
man,"

On June 16 Mr. Nelson learned from Dr, Ray (temporary secretary in

Willingham's absence due to illness) that the Board would be willing
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to pay his touring expenses if he spoke in.behalf of the Board on his

leotures.

On August 7 Hrs. Nelson wrote that Mr. Nelson wvas in Kentucky attending
a convention,

The next report from Mr. Nelson is on September 10 from Stillwater,

He enjoyed the convention at Kentucky and was very glad to be able to
taik there and in Tennessee. "The Campbell County Baptist Association
resolved to buy a motor boat for the lMadeira River."169 He was now
anxious to get back to Brazil as the news from there was encouraging.
However, on‘September 16 Mr. Neléon was told that the Board probably
Wouldrnot bven be able to send him back to Brazil this year because.of
financial difficulties, Therefore, on September 21 Mr, Nelson replied
that since he could not go back to Brazil at present he would continuz
lecturing since he felt that was the way he could do the most good,
During the following months spent in lecturing Mr, Helson received $129.1é
from the Board per month plus his travelﬁng expenses,

Mr. Nelson next wrote to the Foreign lMission Journal from Ifobile,
Alabama on February 20, 1915 stating he had greatly enjoyed his stay in
the United States because it gave him the opportunity to speak to thou-
sands of people and to create new interest in miigionary work, but he
hoped that he could return to Brazil this year,

On March é ffom Fayette, Alabama Nelson wrote that the campaign in
Alabama would be over by the fifteenth, Dr. Graves, the man with whom
he was working, had asked him to go to Tennesseé and heiglin a campaign
there but he said he was anxious to get back to Brazil, On March 12
Dr. Ray informed'ﬂelson that he could probably return to Brazil in May and
asked him to continue nelping Dr, Graves until then,

On Aﬁfil 26 he received bad news from BRrazil. Hamilton at Pernambuco

s5id that matters were serious at Pard, and he was not taking steps to

solve the diffiCultyAtill Welson returned. He Was afraid a division
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would occur in the church. Dr. Ray informed Mr. Nelson on May 6
that he could sail for Brazil in early June, and on l'ay 25 Dr. Ray
wrote that Nelson could travel on June 10 from New York and eﬁclosed
the passage money. Dr. Ray had to refuse the $SOO Nelson asked for to
buy motors since the Board was in debt,

Mr. Nelson arrived in Pard on June 28 after enjoving a good trip
and he Wasvgotvg to Maranhao in a few days after he did what he could
for Paré.l He wrote again on July 1 from Pard saying that two
Pentecostal missionaries were there with another expected soon, This
makes his job all the harder but he was hopeful. He now had two
outboard motors to aid him in getting around but two more were needed.
He was having difficulty settling the dispute that threatened to divide
the church, However, hg hoped to go to Santarém this week and on the
way stop at Parintins and try to locate a2 new helper,

Mr, Helson found he would have to stay longer in Pard than he figured
on for he writes from there again on July 20 with the news that the pas-
tor of the Maranhao church would soon be lzaving to go to Pernambuco

to study, and on top of this the two pastors in Paréd could not look

after their field by themselves., In addition, the pastor in the state

of Amazonas was not well and could not possibly cover his field by him-

self which was three times as big as Texas, so lMr, Nelson decided to

léave Pard and Maranhao for Amazonas and the Acre territory. "A men willi

be desparately needed in Pard by 1916 as I am going to be in Hana%sl75

then, The missionaries of Pinhy and Pard can look after Maranhao,"
Rach year that he went to a convention he planned to s*op at

Maranhad for a month if he was needed. "The new missionary to Pard will

have t§ opén a school there to keep students in Para. All northern
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Brazil realizes the need for this and I consider it necessary."
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The next day, July 21, Mr. Nelson replied very hotly to news
he had received that day., "I thought there was no money for new
missionéries‘but other fiélds get them and not mine. That makes a
liar of me to the churches where I spoke while at home. I was also
under the impression that no one offered to come to the Amazon but now
I know that Sangston offered to come, but still he was sent to Argentina.
So I shall leave Pard so that I won't be in the wayg this for the love
of *he cause, Send a man at once to Parid, God will not abandon meg
send me anywheres I'll work in harmony with the brethren. 1I'll go to
Iquitos, Peru where we have severdl Baptists and sold several hundred
Bibles thirteen years ago."175 Mr, Nelson's attitude and bitter
letter are well justified after what he has gone thnough in the Amazon,
and after requesting aid year in and‘year out and getting practically
no response, The reason hesaid he would leave Paré and go elsevhere
was because he thought he had done something to alienate the Board
and that it did not want to help him. One month later on August 28
Dr., Ray replied to Nelsoﬁ acknowledging receipt of his letter of July 21,
It was true tha? the Board refused to send Sangston to Parda but Dr., Ray
promised to show them his letter. Dr. Ray continued as follows: "I am
sincerely éorry. I had no idga}Sangston offered to go to Pard. He
never expressed his desire here. If we have money we will send a man
soon. I am hot aware that anyone thinks you are in the way. e in
Richmond heartily appreciaté your endeavor and desire to cooperate
fully. If some new missionaries are sent it might mean a shift of men
but not'through a lack of appreciation of you, I believe you are the
pioneer; you desire to open new fields and go into the interior where
the oppértunities are, If you go I hope it is not with a feel'ng that
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we want you to eliminate yourself, but by the call of God."
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A month later 53 September 29 1r, Nelson repliéd to this

sympathetic letter thanking Dr. Ray for understanding his position

and the stand he took. The pastor at Pard was ill so he planned to stay
tﬁere until & new man arrived..

On October 7 1lr, Nelson received a letter from Dr, Ray suggesting

that he work Wit?vghe oiher denominations in the Amazon to help him

co#er his field, Mr, Nelson re:lied on October 23 saying he could

not cooperate with all denominations. "Rirst of all an Englishman

opened a mission in Maranhao =znd called himself Baptist till I arrived,
and then‘oalled himself a 'free Baptist'., He was never a memberof the
Raptist Qhurch or ordained. He belongs to no organization and gives

‘the Lord's Supper to all even Catholics. Secondly, the Pentecostals
(Holy jumpers and rollers) have tried to work with the Baptists and
Presbyterians_buﬁ the peoﬁle always .drive them away as fakers. Thirdly,
the Presbyterians sell shiskey, tobzcco and go to the theatre. They are
‘missionary and anti-missionary and their churches don't work together,
Fourth, the Adventists are here and they only work amongst Evengelical
Denominations. TFifthly, the Plymouth Brethren (Darbyists) baptize in
overy way, and they are divided into groups. And sixthly, the Prazilians
are Roman Catholics, faﬁatical by nature, and it is hard for them to 178
be liveral and true to the Bible at the same time, They go to extremes,"
With these sort of conditions it was practically impossible to agree with
thevother denominations or to work effectively with them for the common
cause. "If e can't wok in union at home how can we preach union in the
foreign fieid, Also,‘missionaries are_stubboro and teach only vha§7ghey
believe., They can't compromise or teach vhat they don't believe,"

Mr., ﬁelson's next report to Dr. Ray was on January 5, 1916 from Pard.

He had substituted the Castanhal workers for Pard since Pard was still

e e e
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1acking a pastor, and he had moved Angelo Banos from Santarém to
castanhal. "Castanhal is 45 miles from Pard and is a splendid center,
Raimﬁndo Nomggg went to Santarém in Fanos! place and I know he-will do
a good job." Manuel>Gomes dos Santos of Itacoatiaca was looking
after the work at Santarém, at Solimoes, and at Rio lMadeira, He also,
had t%o students helping him, one at Pard, the other at )ana®bs. He
had jJust returned from a successful trip to Pernambuéo, and on the way
preached to interested crowds at laranhao,

On the twenty-sixth of January Dr. Ray had to write and tell Ielson
that tecause of lack of money a man could not be sent to Pard this year,
Ir, Nelson did not reply till lay 10, He had been touring for two
monthsg all was ngl‘at Santarém and Itacoatica was building a church
house, The Mana®s church gave %600 toward the prcjects, and rama®bs
was full of interest for eighteen were baptized last Sunday in the river,
In 6ne month twenty-eight were baptized there., Fe expected to go to Pard
and Maranhaé from Manads a.few da&s later but teturn as the lenads
work is "ripe for harvest".

On Hay 12 . several of the preachers in the Arazon Valley wrote
collecH vely to the Foreign Mission Board praising the work of }r,
Nelson; "When he goes to Pard and Maranhao, Yansds misses him and needs
him, He baptized twenty people in one day and there are several more
candidates every Sunday. Nelson's intense preaching is bringing tre-
mendous results and many more will come to Jesus. Please send Pard
a missionary."lal Dr. Rey replied to this on June 1 congratulating
Nelson on his fine work but saying it was impossible to send anyone,

The Board finished 1915 with a debt of $180,000 and they were doing

their best to lower it.
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¥Mr. Nelson continued working at Par4 and on July i9 he wrote
that the owner of’theuchurch house in Maranhao would sell out at the
end.of the year and the Board should try to buy this or another location
ndw. "1 is:necessary to act now as I will have to rent a house in
¥anabs and'yé%l need extra money for a new‘hall in Maranhao if yw don't
buy a lot." On August 1 Dr., Ray wrote to Nelson that he hoped to
send a man to Pard soon but expenditures'had to e kept down to get the
3oard out of debt. However, on October 9 Dr. Ray had to retract his
prohise to sénd a man and said he poﬁld not send anyone till next May, ‘
¥r, Nelson replied.that since a man could not be sent to Pard he would
continue to work there,

- On October 31 he wrote that he was gomng to Bahia for a few days
and would try to-get 2 men there for Paré. Dr. Ray replied that if such
could be done that the Board would agree to the transfer, The group of
Northern Brazilian missionaries gathering at Pala wrote to the Southern
Bfazilian missionaries pleading for greater cooperation. " A better
distribution of missionaries and fuller cocoperation will strengthen
both sides."183

By Depember,ls Nelson was at Maranhao and reported that the North
Brazilian mission had decided to takeﬂover HaranhaoVand was sending a man
here, The North Brazilian mission had also decided to let Dr, Downipg
g0 to\Paré and when Downing got to Pard, Nelson planned to take a2ll his
belongings to Manads. On January 1, 1917 Dr, Rey writes to Nelson that tle
Board approved Dr. Downing's transfer, and’the taking over of Iraranhao
by the mission. On January 22 Mr. Nelson wes at Yaranhao with the good

news that Dr. Downing had finally arrived at Pard and he vwas much re-

lieved., The North Braz lian mission was to meet in lanabs in December

182, To Ray.
183, To South Brazil Mission,



so they would 'be ablt to sée what progress he had made., "Next year

I hope to penetrate f%glher up the rivers and preach to the Indians

closer to the Andes,"

On February 5 JMr. Nelson reported briefly on his vork at fana®s.

"T am getting settled and Worklng hard. There were 66 baptizms in
yanaos last year and its 480 members ciggrlbuted %4,800 for all purposes
and they hope to do hetter next year,"

Once settled in Mana®%s Mr, Nelson bought a two-story house to live in
‘and cooks his own food.  He did not expect to travel much this year but
would try to build up the church. During this time when }rs. Nelson and
the children were in the Uniteéd States they recelved ;91.50 every month
-from‘the Board.l86 By June 12 he was able to report that things were well
and that he was preaching every night to hundreds of people with vaptizm
being hel@ once a month regularly,

Aftér his letter of June 12 there was no letter from Melson until
Januvary 18,’1918 from.Mana%s. There is no explanation of whe.t happened
to Dr. Downing at Pard but apparently he had left for Mr, Nelson insisted
that Downing must return to Pard, He hoped to give most of his_time to
working in the interior. On Harch 4 Dr. Ray wrote to Melson informing
him.that Dr. Downing wpuld probably return to Pard iﬁ the fall, According
to Dr, Ray's letter, Dr. Downing was forced to re urn to the United States
due to his wife's illness, On April 23 ¥r, Helson replied, He had just
returned from a six weeks cruise amongst the islands and lakes, and two
churches were organlzed and thlrty-flve in all were baptized, "I preached
1n a number of places both on Rio Solimoes end Rlo Vadelra. Bveryvhere

I was well received and we have calls for a number of places, I will try

to go up to the head waters of Rio Yadeira in June and work domn the riven
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Gomes Wwill go With me, I expect to travel together with him from
now on for we do the best work thet wéy. Gasoline is very high now,
almosf sixty cents a gallon but‘it's the only way to travél and we will
go as far_as money will take us."lsl7

On June 6 from Santarém Mr, Nelson wrote té'Dr, Ray telling him vhat
appropriations he needed for next year., "Santarém will only need 160
ﬁilreis”per month, while Monte Olegre will need 125 milreid a month,
I will need more traveling expenses since I must travel constantly in the
motor boat and gasoline ishigh, I will have to go over every river in the
whole Valley next year so I need a good launch and a boy to help run

188
it. I need %7000 in order to do my work,"

Mr, Nelson did not write again till December 6, 1918 with the news.
that he had been sick with the "grip" for five weeks along with qlmost
2ll the members of the church at 1fana®s and the rest of the city, "VWe
closed our church at once and I have my time to the sick. Though
run dovn a couple»of times, I escaped with a slight soreness of throat,
out of a population of about 30,000 some 3,000 are under the sod."189
Mr. Nélson did not receive Dr, Ray's letter of October informing him that
most of the money he asked had been granted by the Board till Januvary, 191
and on fanuary 8, 1919, Mr. Nelson thanked the Board‘for their considera-
tion and vowed to do his best to make the most ofit, He was leaving
for the interior in a few days. Tt seems that Dr., Downing did not return
to Pard for Mr, Nelson pleaded with the Board to send a man there, 1In
Dr, Ray'é 1et£er of February 7 he explained that Dr, Dovming was going
to Corrente since a doctor was badly needed there, "He - (Dovming) believes

and all of us believe that we can find a man more easily for Para than we

could a doctor for Corrente, so we are looking now for someone for Paré.
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T do not think it is beyond the range of possibility that someone

from the Pernambuco St§gé°n might go to Pard, though this has not yet

een determined upon,"

On April 28‘Mr. Nelson was at Presidente }Marques and reported that
He had been very successful here. "Yesterday I baptized two and there
are quite a number Who would follow if they were legally married so in
time we Wlll have a é%%'work here, "191 |

On July 26 from Manab%s Mr., Neison wrote again optimistically of the
opportunities in the area covered by the Madeira NamoreARailroad, and
asked for a Brazilian preacher for that zone, and another men for Ita-
coatica to take Gomes' place who was going to Obidos, "My furlough should
come next year but unless these two men arrive I do not See how I can .
leave though ‘T have had two months of malaria and am more a skeleton
than a man."192 Since the malaria prevented him from traveling Mr,

Nelson used his twe months traveling expenses to buy a boat, and built

a cabin that was rain, sun, and moxquito proof, He planned now to drift
700 miles down to Monte Alegre and ~help the preacher there, return to Man
a%s by Octoberbzo and then go up to the Acre territory by Christmas,

Dr. Ray on October 9 was able to inform Nelson that ihe Board had agreal
to grant him a fﬁrlough to begin the summer of 1QZO: The Board also
decidéd to provide him with a motor launch., Mr. Nelson replied on
.October 29 thanking the Board for its consideration and thanking Dr. Ray
forhis éfforts. Mr. Nelson had decided to stay in Brazi 1 for the next
year since no men had arrived to help the work, and it was therefore
necessary for him to stay in Br3211.7 Oon January 17, 1920 he was at

Pbrto Vilho, one of the stops on the Madeira Mamore Railroad line and he

‘wrote that he was going to the end of the line tomorrow and would try to
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pe back in Mana®s by April 1. He also stated in this letter that he hag
changed hig mindvabout staying in Brazil thi s year. There was no clear

explanation fo; this and it»may have begn due o this run-down coﬁditi§n
since he repbrts still haﬁing occasional attacks of malaria in spite of

quininertreatmént.k

He must have left for Wew York dlrectly after the wrltJng of the above
1etter for he 1s next heard from at Stlllwater, Oklahoma on Yay 19, He
¢xpected to travel and preach in different places in that section of the
country. On June 28 hevwas at Anna, Illinbiskarriving that day from
Corbinville Where hg spoke twicé\to_a fine crowd. Today he preaches
at Anna and tomorrow proceeds to Johnson City, and then winds.up about
July 21 or 22 at Illinois Assembly. "I notice you had your Bbardlmeeting
and hope of course that you found the right man for Pars, énd another
couple for school Work on the upper Amazon, \Surely we have waited long
enuughv"193 However, on July 3 Dr, Ray had to write Welson that the
Board had notvfdﬁnd a man for Paré..‘ﬁI(Dr._Ray) am mighty sorry we
were unablé tp find a man at‘our’last apppinting season_for'Paré. Wy
belief is that such a man will come through duriﬁg the year, I hope'l94
you Will beron fhe lookout for him and it may be you will find him,"

Mr, Nelson spent the next coupie of months restiﬁg at home at Stillwater
and on September 15 w1th a knowledge that the Board would te meeting again
soon he wrote thus: "I will expect liberal plans for my field., Ve
will need a man for Itacoatica and therefore 100 mllre;s a monthgz also
a man to, travel with me on the 1aundh. He will:need 200 milreis a month,
You will not forget that we need school men and women for the Amazon

- 195
but they,'pf course, must be missionaries.” He expected to leave soon

for Tennessee and Kentucky, and leave for Prazil sometime inNovember,
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»Affer Workingvabout a month in Kentucky and Tennéssee with Dr,
TayloT, Mr, Welson returned to his home at Stillwater, Oklahoma, but he
did not stop to rest for long for one November 16 he was off to Chich-
asha to attend the Oklahoma»State Con ventlon.196

During these months the secretary of the Board was tryﬂ{g to arrange
¥r, Nelson's paésage back to Brazil but they were having trouble since
vefy few boats were runhing and fewer still were $topping at Pard which
¥r. Nelsonfs destination. As a resu1t it was not until November 30 t§Z§
the secretary was able to inform Nelson that a reservation had been ob-
tained on a ship traveling about‘the middle of January, ¥r, Melson was
in NeW'York_by Jaﬁuary 11, 1921 but there were further delays and the boat

did not leave New York till about January 22, He wrote from Paré on Feb-

ruary 12 and said he was helping the pastor as much as possible, The

"launqh was being built and would be ready for service inside of a month,

On March 29 he was still in Paréd partly because the launch had not
yvet been conpleted.” "My object in writing at this time is to show the
Board conditions here. You know I am the only missionary in the Amazon,
The Presbyterians and Lethodlsts have none but the Dentecmtals have had
five for years and twelve arrived this menth, How can we look after
thisywhole Vélley?‘ If T can live here and these can live why can't
you see to itAthat‘wevhave help! Whét isthe matter? Is igvthe Board
or the missionaries? What zre you going to do about it?"' ~ The
corrésponding secretary replied to this appeal on April 20 with the
news that if it were possiblé at all, that 4t the June meeting of the
Board apD01ntments would be sent to the Amazon.

There is no further work from Mr. Nelson till July 20 at vhich time

he was at Mana%s., He was preparlng to leave for a three months trip
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up the Black and White Rivers no?th and west of Mana®s, Mr. Nelson
did not write again till October 18 from Porto Vilho. "I am having splen-

did success and have Qrganized 2. church here with thirteen members, The
198

‘launch works like a top and is. a real help éo the cause," On

December 10 he was back at Manads, "We baytized thirty-nine on this
triﬁ ha#@ng beptized sixteen from Paré‘to Manabs. We now have believers
séattered along the.whole Madeira River.far up into the stéte of Motfo
Grosso 2nd we are looking for a2 man for tﬁat region."199 On January.25
from Yanads he made a partial report of his work in 1921, "e have or-
ganized th churches and baptized something near 296 on the field
during 1921 though‘we are only four pastors, I have just returned
from Rio Brancé near the Venezuelan border where I baptized four and with
members from Manabs organized a church at Boa Vista."goo

Mr. Nelson does not write again till Auvgust 31 from lfana®s, He had
just returned from a trip to Rio de Janeiro but there was. no information
on what took pnlace. However, it seemé ﬁﬁat once again the Amazn Valley
wa.s to»govwithout‘help. "It did disapppint me extremely to learn you
could promise no help forthe Amazon even though the Holy Rollers invade
all our field ahd now thrée missionaries of the C.M.A. are at Pard, ‘hile
the Board can send tﬁree missidnary familiés'to settie in Southern
Motto Grosso, we here work half of Motto Grosso from the Worth though
,not‘Quite S0 populous.'"?o1 He had just returned from snother successful
trip up rivers he had not traversed ﬁefore, and four were baptized,

His letters were much less frequent during these 1ast‘few years
and it was not until August 9, 1923 that we hear fro~ him again. He
had just returned from a trip to Rio Branco and had "splendid success”.

Hys next letter is dated January 3, 1924 and comes from Itacoatica in

Amazonas, "I am writing to say that three of the Kentucky missiocnaries
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are on the field, two in Pard and one in Santarém. Yow that I am
1iving in Mana®%s and that is the real center of the amazon, I am hopig.
that ybu will consent to let one family come and live in lana%s, Since
I am always traveling in the interior I can do nothing for wchool Work;
¥iss Hunt and Miss Fuller spent a.few days in Mana®s and I am sure they
agree as to the advisability of our Board controlling Mangbsqgog

On October 18 of the’year»1924,»the secretary of the Roard informed
r. Nelson that he‘had been granted a furlough to begin in the fall of
1925,

Mr. Nelson was at Porto Vilho again on November 28, 1§24 and he said
that he had been attacked by beri<beri. However, he hoped to finish
this frip up the Madeira‘Mamore.Railroad, but if the disease got the
betfer of him he would have to return to ¥anabs and thén to Ceara, On

December 20‘Mr. Nelson Was‘glad tp report tﬁat he had overcome the diseasd
and expected to be perfeétly well soon, At this date he was still at
Porto Vilho.

There are no more 1etter5féi%her from NMelson or the secretary of the
Board except a short note by Nelson Written from Stillwater, Oklahora
on July 3, 1925. "I am preaching some and will be at Your orders by
September, I hope you can get work for me from thepy on till ve go back

203
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in the Spring,"
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