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The University of Richmond Law Review is honored to present
its 2022 Symposium Issue: Forming a More Perfect Union with
Public Health Law. Each year, the Law Review hosts a Symposium
for scholars and practitioners to engage with a specific area of the
law. The past two years of the coronavirus pandemic have raised
sirens around long-extant health inequities, inefficiencies in regu-
latory agencies, and public distrust surrounding local health gov-
ernance, and it has forced us to face urgent questions about the
way we legislate, regulate, and adjudicate health in this country.
This year’s Symposium aimed to explore some of those timely and
important questions.

On March 25, 2022, the Law Review virtually hosted a group of
passionate and intelligent minds to address a range of important
public health issues. Yael Cannon, cofounder of the Georgetown
University Health Justice Alliance, gave the keynote address on
social determinants of health. The day proceeded with presenta-
tions by Professor Jessica Roberts and Dr. Chris Ghaemmaghami,
who discussed public trust in health governance; Professors Na-
talie Ram, Lance Gable, and Jeffrey Ram, who presented their
scholarship on wastewater surveillance; Professor Polly Price, who
spoke about tuberculosis control; Dr. Evan Anderson and Professor
Scott Burris, who speculated on a better public health response to
the coronavirus pandemic; Professor Govind Persad, who proposed
reformation of Medicare age cutoffs; and Madison Harrell, who pre-
sented her student comment on expanding Medicaid coverage post-
partum.

Many of our presenters also wrote Articles for publication in this
Symposium issue. We thank Professor Yael Cannon of Georgetown
University Law Center; Professors Emily Berman, Leah Fowler,
and Jessica Roberts of the University of Houston Law Center; Pro-
fessor Natalie Ram of the University of Maryland Carey School of
Law, Professor Lance Gable of the Wayne State University Law
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School, and Professor Jeffrey Ram of the Wayne State University
School of Medicine; Dr. Evan Anderson of the University of Penn-
sylvania Schools of Nursing and Public Health and Professor Scott
Burris of Temple University Beasley School of Law; Professor Go-
vind Persad of the University of Denver Sturm College of Law; and
Madison Harrell of the University of Richmond School of Law.
Each piece is a thoughtful and compelling contribution to the schol-
arship at the intersection of law and public health, and we are hon-
ored to publish it.

The Law Review expresses its sincerest gratitude to the faculty
and staff at the University of Richmond School of Law. First, to
Professor Rachel Suddarth, for your thoughtful guidance in your .
capacity as Richmond Law’s leading scholar in health law and pol-
icy. To Carl Hamm, for your endless patience and knowledge in the
technical aspects of this Symposium—not to mention fielding ques-
tions and needs every single day, from every corner of the law
school, from each and every one of us. To Mary Ruth Keys, for your
event planning expertise and thoughtful guidance in helping coor-
dinate this event. To Leigh Deignan, for your professional coordi-
nation of the budgetary needs of the Symposium. And to Professor
Joyce Janto, for your enthusiastic support of our journal and your
assistance in helping us secure CLE credits and an open office for
our Zoom needs at the event.

My most heartfelt thanks to Volume 56 of the University of Rich-
mond Law Review. Most importantly, I thank Hannah Burton, the
Associate Symposium Editor, whose warmth, dedication, and ex-
pertise in putting out fires made the Symposium one of the great
successes of our academic careers. To the members of the executive
board who were instrumental in publishing this issue: Chris Sulli-
van, Editor-in-Chief, you are such a capable, sharp, determined,
and compassionate person, and I could never express how grateful
I am to call you my very good friend. Mary Grace Whitten, Execu-
tive Editor, you are the life of the office, a masterful editor, and
your boundless dedication to your work is an inspiration. Caroline
Jacques, Managing Editor, you keep this ship running, and your
budgetary work on the Symposium was vital to creating a seamless
event. Tesia Kempski, Online Editor, your sunny, joyful character
1s a blessing to everyone who has the opportunity to work with you.
Andy O’Connell, Maya Ravindran, and Emily Fahey, your enthu-
siastic support made this path a pleasure to walk. And finally, to
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Kelly Boppe and Seneca Tsang, I am so excited to attend your Sym-
posium next year.

I extend my utmost thanks to the staff of Volume 56 for their
nitty-gritty work on melding law and public health in these fantas-
tic Articles. This was not an easy feat, but we had the opportunity
to expand our scholarship to support a necessarily transdiscipli-
nary model of lawyering and public health—and you all knocked 1t
out of the park. I am so proud of how far we all have come.

To Glenice Coombs, your presence, expertise, kindness, and sup-
port were sorely missed in this first Symposium after your retire-
ment. Thank you for giving your all to generations of law students.
After your forty loyal years to the University of Richmond Law Re-
view, we hope we make you proud.

Finally, thank you to my friends and family for their endless love
and support over the past year. Particularly to Dr. Deborah
Hughes Warden, whose encouragement of my goals, emphasis on
empathy, and medical conversations at the dinner table have
guided me to where I am today—and trained me to see the value
in asking the important transdisciplinary questions we bring for-
ward in this Symposium.

The University of Richmond Law Review hopes you enjoy the
Volume 56 Symposium Issue: Forming a More Perfect Union with
Public Health Law.

Ren Warden
Symposium Editor
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