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PREFACE

The University of Richmond Law Review proudly presents the
twenty-eighth edition of The Annual Survey of Virginia Law.
Unique in Virginia, the Annual Survey brings the critical analysis
of law review articles to topics that are immediately useful for
practitioners. Each survey chronicles recent legislative, judicial,
and administrative developments in prominent areas of the law.
Survey authors are practicing experts in their fields and bring
with them invaluable expertise and practical insight. Additional-
ly, the Annual Survey provides a forum for practitioners, judges,
and professors to write on critical Virginia topics. This year's edi-
tion considers the right to bear arms in the Virginia Constitution,
protection for parental rights in private adoptions, reforming Vir-
ginia nonsuit practice, coextensive interpretation of the Virginia
Constitution, and the symbiotic relationship between wineries
and their localities.

The Annual Survey only exists because of the dedication and
support of its community authors. Your willingness to donate
your time and expertise is the foundation that underlies this en-
tire issue. I cannot thank you enough for the care you have put
into producing these articles. It has been an honor and a pleasure
to work with each of you.

The Annual Survey further owes its success to the efforts of
those within the University of Richmond. Thank you to every pro-
fessor who lent insight and advice. Thank you to the staff of the
Law Review for your diligence and hard work. I could not have
asked for better support or companionship than I received from
the Law Review Executive Board-Sam Fant, Nathan Kramer,
Ryan Murphy, and Kate Rennolds, with special thanks to Melissa
Wright for keeping track of it all and Robert Farlow for keeping it
all on track. Thank you to Tracey Theret, the 2012 Annual Survey
Editor, for your guidance and mentorship. I owe great thanks to
the backbone of the Law Review, Glenice Coombs, whose wisdom
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and good-humor uplifts our office every day, as it has for so many
before us. Finally, thank you to my family for your steadfast en-
couragement.

Serving as the editor of the twenty-eighth Annual Survey of
Virginia Law has been an honor. I hope you enjoy reading this is-
sue as much as we enjoyed producing it. On behalf of the entire
Law Review, thank you for your continued support and patron-
age.

Christopher W. Bascom
Annual Survey Editor
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