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"Andrew, take a hit, 

man - it won't kill 
you." 

"It's not that I don't 

want to, I just don't 

think I can . They ran­

domly drug test us at 

work, and weed stays in 

your system longer 

than anything. You 

know that. You did go 

to college." 

"Listen, if you only 

take one or two hits, 

you'll be clean by 

tomorrow. I know how 

this stuff works, and 

come on, I'm offering 

you free pot and we're 

at the rope swing. That's 

got to count for some­

thing." 
I know I shouldn't 

smoke, but for some 

reason I don't want 

Billy to think I'm still 

paranoid about cops 
coming. I grab the joint -m~ /..c~- ~km- 'l~ 
from him and press it to my lips, telling myself not to suck in too hard. Of course, I do, 

and as I'm bent over coughing and trying not to puke up a lung, Billy sits on the bench, 

feet in the air, cracking up. I can't talk, so I just lift up my middle finger and keep 
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