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RECONSTRUCTION IN RICHMOND CITY GOVERNMENT
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It 15 ironic to read in the Saturday morning Dispateh
en April 1, 1865, concerning the fight in Peterasburg:" All
continues and seems likely to continue, quiet in the Nerth
glde of the James rivere" The writer could not forses that
on the following day there would be no issue of the Dispatch
in Richmond, nor any other Richmond papere

The next day Genersal Ewell received from Lee the
following ceommunication:

'Gene Ewell;

Move your command to the south side of James

river to-nightees,t road to fmelia Court~houseess
The cavalry must;;;(destroy) bridgese.."l.

The news of the defeat at Petersburg fell like the blow
of a bludgeon on the oitys As soon as the shock had been ab-
gorbed, things began to happen. PFresident Pavis snd his
associates prepared to leasve. At four peme the City Couneil
gsent out an order that the Mayor should surrender the City
to the Federal General and that all liquor should be destroy-
5&.2. The Confederate Congress demanded that the evacuating
army of General Bwell burn and destroy all of the cotton and
tobacco in the City in order that it might be kept out of the
hands of the enemy. All protests to this order by Mayor
Mayo were useless and at three a.me the torch was applied
to Schookoe, Public , Mayo's and Rebell's warehouso;-

By this order was brought about one of the greatest
fires in American historye Due to the change in direction of
the wind, the fire got unexpectedly out of control.. The rest

wags a riot of confusion, factories being broken into, merchan=-



dize being strewn over the streets, and a magazine explesion
killing twelve personse By noon all of the City bounded by
Seventh and Fifteenth Streets, and Main and the river was a
desert waste:

The Pederal cavalry entered while the conflagra-
tion was at its height. The American flag was placed on the
Capitsl and General Weitzel ordered his troops to aid in sub-
duing the fire. %Hoon order was restored and the fire was under
controle The deportment of the conquering troops was orderly
end no violence was noted: On April 3, Mayor Joseph Mayo and
his flag-of-truce party met the Union military authorities at
the junction of Ogborne Pike and Hew Mgrket Road and pre-
sented the surrender lettere.:

‘General,~The Army of the Confederate Govern-

ment having abandoned the city of Richmond, I res-
pectfully request that you will take possession of
it with an organized force, to preserve order and
protect women and children and property.
Regpectfully
Jogeph Mayo, Mayor{'é.

The deed was done ¢ Now , for four long years Rich-
mond was to experience the humiliation of reconstructiom. a
catastrophe worse thal ware

The military authorities were quick in restoring
things to some semblance of their former activity. No paper
had appeared in Richmond since the first of April, but on

7.
April 4, the Whigreappeared in a reduced form. <+he paper

1l.Christian,WeAs, Richmopd, Past and Pregent,p.260.
2¢1bid.,pes259.

3eThe Richmond Whig, Apre. 4, 1865

4.1bid.

b.lbigd.

eolbido’Aproﬁo

7elbide ,Aprede



stated that it would hence forth be a Union organ. Stores
sprang up offering food at lowered prices. But these were
8t1i11l too high and hunger was on all sideg: & bread riot was
led by Mrs. Jackson, a painter's wife, because of this faote
fhe disturbance was, however, soon put down by the Federal
troops:

Mgny formerly wealthy and prominent people wore
wondering from whence might come their bread. To take care
of starving people a relief commission was formed which divid-
ed the City into thirty-four districts and organized house
to houge vigitinge Ration tickets were issued to entitle the
bearer to pork, fish, beef, corn-mesl, flour, sugsar, and tea.
By A{g%l 2l more than one hundred thousand rations were issued
dailye.

The utter lack of value of all €onfederate money was
early realizeds On the day following the capture , the streets
were littered with wor thless bonds. "The¥ were picked up by
everybody who had any inclination to subject themselves to the
trouble, andlgﬁn be purchased prom the boys for a very insig-
nificant sum."”

No problem was more acute than that of the freed negro.
Halleck wrote Grant that there were some " thirty to thirty-
five thousand idle negrg%?, free but with no kmowledge of what
to do with this freedome™ These negroes on the loose remained
and ever present problem during the whole period of military
rule.. They refused to work as long as they were assured that
they might not starve and as long as the " Freedman's Bureau”

continued to fumotion.

8eChrigitian,WeA. ,Riche,Pagt and P;egentt ° 264

Q.Walthal ,Eo S ,Higgen mm B;ought :EQ izht,Po 24 .
tt ¥8¢The Whig,A Tebo ‘
103d «3tanard ,MeNe Rich.,Itg People and Its Story,p.212.



13.
Marshal law had been proclaimed in Richmond April 3,

and on April §, orders for the military rule for Richmond
arrived from Waghingtone By the orders the City was divided
into four military districts. bt the head of esdh was placed a
Provosts Marshal whose duty it was to preserve peace and good
order, to conduct registration, administer oaths of allegiance
and to issue such orders as were necessary to carry out these
dutiese Arrangements were made for the food,water, and
gas supply; all loyal persons were allowed to reopen public
hotels and restuarants under licenses granted by the Provost
Marghal Genersl of the department; the sale or &se of intox-
icating liguors were prohibited, and supervision of all permits
and licenses for trade were placed in the hands of the Pro-
vost-Marshal -Genersle Instructions were forwarded forlthe
organization of the fire- departments and military couzté:
Thus by these orders , military rule in Richmond
started in earneste On April 6, The Whig announced that the
function of police and Mayor had been suspend ed, but ex~
pressed the hope of resumption of municipal government upon
a "Union"™ foundation at an early date. In fact the whole
tone of the papers of this period seemed to be expectant
of quiok deliverance from militsry rulee Richmond carried
on in an every~day mannere. gg?rches were opened the Sunday
gfter the evacuation, April 9.
April 11 , Gene. Weitzel commanded the order be sent

out:

12.Carrington, ReW., Bichmond in By-gone Daysg,-
13+.The Whig, Apre 13.

14.War of Hebellion, pp.1£10-1211.

15+The Whig,Apre10.



"Protection is hezeby extended to all Churches and
laces of public worshipe.
ligious services may be continued without inter-
ruption as in times of peace. This must not , how-
ever, be perverted by utterances (in) forms of wor-
ship of treasonable sentiments or (expressions)
when thus perverted it will be withdrawneee'"l6e.

The Whig expressed the hope that prejudices or custom
would not influence the clergy , but that they would yield with
ready compliance to this not unreasonable order of the military

7e

guthoritiese But on the second Sunday the Episcopal Church

was not gllowed to open becsuse during the war it had changed

its creed to include the blessing of the President of the

Congederacys The Clergy was unable to change the prayer with-

out the express permission of the Bishop Johns, who was in

Canada. By the following iunday, howefer, things were amend-
Be

od and services were renewede

In this time of depression the possibilities of re-
building thet part of Riochmond destroyed by the fire seemed
almost insurmountables But on June 20 all owners of real-
egtate within the limits of the "butnt district" were re-
quested to meet to0 study means of pro curing capital for

19,
reconstrucgion. jBy the second meeting it was reported

that sums to the amount of $250,000 had been gatherfg:

To borrowing there developed an obstacle. 2The Attorney
General of the United 3tates had given his opinion that cit-
izens with more than $20,000 property who had not been par~
doned or taken oaths were unable to sell their property,

make bills of exchange, or promissory notes. The meeting,

therefore, adjourned to come together again the twenty-
eighth. for the purpose of drewing upon a plea to be given

to Pregident Johnson. This ples was ignored by the President



on the ground that the opinion of the Attorney General was

justifie%lbeoause of the aid of the rich to the cause of the
L ]
rebellion.

An early revival of business was forecast for the
Citye "With unrestrioted introduction of goods," wrote the Whig,

" bisiness will start in Richmond, the 1li,ke of whieh has not
22
been witnessed since the war begane" "There is a disposition

to rise Fhoenix like from its ashes and to reassert itself in

iron and marble fronts. We wdnt..Richmonde..to sit proudly
23
again , l1ike BRome, upon her seven hillse” The streets which

were regaining new life. "Drays £1ll the streets";there is a

contagious activitye 0ld warehouses which had been closed
24e
gince 1861 were Opening on e very hande

Soon mogt of the bridges destroyed by the fire and the
Confederate troops were replaced. The Timeg reappeared April
2l. The banks of the city had been swept away by the fire. On
April 17, the First National reopenfg: The railroads began to
revive mnder Union supervisione A court of conciliations was

appointed to decide in all caeses not crimingl nor invoolving
26
public property. All restriction s on domestic commerce and

trade except as to articles contraband gf war, were removed
Te
by authority of the President on April 26.

By s military order of April 28, 1865 all clerks

of courts of _ecords in Richmond were permitted to resume their
16.Ibid. ,Apr.1i3.

1%7. 1é Apr.15-

18.Christian ,HeAo Rich.,Papt and Pregent,pp.263=267.
19-2gg __ggg_gi Timeg, June 20, 1865,

20, bigo June 23

21+0p. Gito Christian,pe.272.

22¢The Ehig,épr.ll.

Ezolbido Ap!ol7o

24. Ibid. ,Apre+18.

26¢The Elggg Apre.2l.

26009



duty on taking oaths of allegiance. This granting of privelege
was a%g? extended to attorneys amd all persons meking the practice
of lawe

It was thought by Richmonders that it would be only
a matter of a short time before the Alexandria government of
Virginia would be returned to its old Capitol. This step
having been taken, it was further believed that Virginia would
goon fulfill all requirements necessary for readmission into
the Unione The fact that the President and his cabinet were
determined to masintain the loygl government of Governor Pier-
pont gerved to givezg?ditional hope of an esrly reinstatement
of Virginia's statuse

May 9, 1865 Governor Pierpont was recogn%zed by the

*

President ss the head of the "Restored Govermment™, and on the
31.

twenty-fifth the new government arrived in Richmond.

Among the first acts of the Governor were those of
restoring the City government of Richmonde On May 31, he is-
sued an order recognizing the need of law enforcing officers
and designated: "that such civil magistrates as have been
(ochosen) by the militsry authorities™ should execute the police
poweg?. Mayor Mayo was suthorized to hold court on June 7, the
first court since April 1. The to-ne of the Mayor as he ad~
dressed the court waes hopefuls He spoke with determination of

3B
the restoration of the civil gOoOvernment snd law snd ordere

The Governor further appointed a manager of the City
26+0p.Cit.,Christian, p- 268+
27-%29_ Timeg, #pr.28.
28. big, May 1.
29 bii, ﬁpr. 29,
30.Cary,H. ,Obgervations on Parties, pe7.
5102_112 Timgg,may 2be
32.1bid.,June le



24.
gas and water works and a1l other City offices.

Another important event of 1865 presaged a speedy readmis~

gion of Virginise. On May 26, elections were held for del-
egates to the State lLegislature. As a result of the election
not a single person was chosen for the Senate and only one for
the House of Delegates who, during the war, had professed opposition
to the Northe With such a sympathetic legislature , opposition
to its entering into the Union could hardly be exPectgg:
The first municipal election since the fsll of Richmond was
held July 26« In this election it was also noted that no one
of the Cgndidates for office had been prominently identified
with the ocause of secessioi?. Things went off quite smoothly,
Williem Taylor was elected Mayor by a vote of 1,685 to 921, and
John We Wright was elected Sheriffe. Judge Lyons was chosen
to preside over Hustings Court; attorneys for court , and
council were also electiz:

The military suthorities had expressed no desire
to interfere with the results of the eXection and things seem~-
ed "rosy". Jubilation was short lived, however, for when the
Cou neil met they were read the followlng letter, written to
Captisn Hager by Genersl Turner at the consent of the Gov-
ernor of the State of Virginiae.

Ye.oyou will present yourself at the council
chamber and notify them tght no action looking
toward an organization will be permitted."
Captain Hager further read an extract from the order suspend=-
ing the orgenization and declaring the eleotionsgull and void,
with the exception of the Clerk of Hustings Cou&to General
33+1bid.,Junes.
34¢0pe_Cit Cit. Christien,p.272¢
36« The nggg,June 2e

3601bido June 25e.
371 Bid- J nQ 26



Turner promise 4 , however, that c¢ivil authority would be

reeatablished in October, his reason for the above order being
39
that some of those chosen ha 4 been in the Confederate Army.

HusZings Coutt waes allowed to meet the second Mon=-
Oe
day in August. The only other courts during this period

being the court Zf conciliation, the Provost Gourt , and the
1.
Freedmsn's Gourt.

Bichmond took a step definately towards its own
civil control when on December 18, 1865 Major Clarborne was

appointed Chief of Police , and civil officers were sub-
42¢
gtituted of the military police.

38+.The Whig, July 29.

39.0pe mo, Christian,po 284+
40. Eho T , July 28.
41+0pe it., hristian,pe274.
42._T}_1_Q—ﬁ.m , Decel8e
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The year 1866 brought to the hearts of the people
of Richmond a mixture of emotionse Certainly they were just-
ified for the bright outlook which they expressed for the return
of local governmente. The Mayor's Court with D.J. Saunders,
elected by the Council, presiding, had been opened and the
military police had been withdrawn. FPresident Johnson had
issued a long list of persons whom he pardoned for the part
they had taken in the Confederate Governmeﬁ%: Early in 1865
the people had come to the conolusion that "thete is no pos-
gible alternative but to return to the Union snd to make up
logses in the mogt expeditious manner possible%%. No words
are more prophetic than those written at this period:

"The heavieat blow which has ever fallen upon

the people of the South has descendeds Abraham
Lincoln, the President of the United States, has

been assassinatedl "4 5.

The last obatacle having been removed , the tide of
radicalism began to rush forwarde ™"Every where in the South,"
wrote the Timeg," the people are slowly submitting to the
gstern verdiet of the sword, accepting the alternativzsgf
fortune and adapting themselves to changed conditiong.™

In the tone of the papers we note that there had
crept into the ordinary mind a feeling of despalir and hope=-
4Tyl 4oe 5221066
46.The Whig, Apr.17,1865.
46eJune 13,1866



lessness, fear of the radical groups in Washington.

"If radicalism is not successful in gtripping
us of the consolation even of hope, we are ready to
make 1866 forever and nobly memorables.., by honest -

toil and determined energy.

"lo hail the New Yeare..., while a merciless
congress tramples upon the patriotic polioy of the
President, and degrades us to the status of taxed but
unrepresented colonies, would be unworthy of the
Southe. “47.

Before the end of 1866 military authority and a
radiocal Gongress had becoms symbols of terror and one person
wrote:

"Morgetting that abstinance from all interfer-
ence wi%h the politios of the country , which usage
demands of military authorities, many of these men
have been violent snd embittered partisans, and have
not besitated to feed bye..., the devouring flame of
revolution and sectional hatred, which have been

kindeled by such monsters of depravity as Thaddeus
3tevens. "48,

To add to the fears which Richmond and the “outh
entartained toward the Congress in 1866, was the wide spread
and growing impression that high rates of rent brought on by
the depression and the crash of southern money, were not only
oppressing individual merchants, but crushing the business
prosperity of the City. It was the feeling that led to =
meseting of "anti-high renters” on January 9?. 4s a result of this
meeting rents were lowered within a few months throughout the
City..

Another abuse of the stringent conditions was the
high rates of interests asked by banks and other organizations
for loanse 4 public meeting was also held to try to rectify
this handicap on returning business. &t this meeting reso-
lutions were passed asking that the legislature change the

existing laws, which allowed as much as twenty-five percent,



- Bl
in order ﬁhat e rate of six percent might be the maximume

To this not unusual request the radioal Legislatu:e turned
a deaf eare Wrote the Egy; f
. "™Phe potion of the Houge of Delegatee on the
usury question brings us reluctantly to the concluse
ion that .a majority of the members would be better
enmpdoyed in anything else than in msking laws for s
Beople situated as those of the State at present.
oor Virginia-"Szo i
Ag if- Riohmond did not already have enough on its

hands, an epldemic of A glatic Cholers struck to arrest re-

- viving business. On August %, 1866 a wazning oféthe plague
3

from the New Ybrk was accepted with apprehension. By the
middle of the month the City was rife with th;(ia dzead diseases
Every paper carried a lbng 1igst of the cases and the list of
the deade. PeOple ceased to come {0 the City from the oountiy.
and those who were able left, so that by mid-aummet}it was
eparoely populatede The preaﬂ*ofﬁéhe dgsease. did'iead to
one good resulte That ‘wag the thorough cleaning of the City

.

st:eet gewer gystems, eto--

-The greatest-dhange in the oivil government in

-Riohmond in 1866 wa the appointment by the President of Gen.
chhdfield,to‘sncceed Gen. Halleck. With this appointment there
was e genersl ohangingsgnd ghifting of military officials

presiding over the Citye..

47oIbi ® Janol 1866'

4801bido Augozo

50.T§ t.,Christian, P°275!m
[

gg %_ ﬁ Oh?xils?aian e 2750

52 hig.,Jda.22,1867.
53. T"' Timeg. Auge3.

54. __;l_o Augel6e
550 big.




1867

The Jouth stood by during the year 1866 to witness
the struggle between the FPresident and his radiocal cong-
resse "The 0ld year pasaed without repairing the breaches
in the American Unione.s%the yesar 1867 @awns upon a dismem=
bered countryd Still, there is & strain of hope forc"
while there is little in the aspect of affairs to cheer
us, wenmust not despaire Who shall tell what a day may
bring forth? Man proposes, but God disposes, and with
one touch of his finger he can change the whole face of
affairs-"se.We find the South entering into 1867 with not
too bright aspectse A radical congress, seemingly bent
on breaking the back of the South,was cloaking it under a
cloud of gectional hatrede The federal armies gge ingtruc-
tions to lease every memory of the €onfederacy.

By an mct of congress of March 13, 1867 every sem=
blance of local and state government in the South passed
awaye Hichmond and Virginia entered under military recon-
struction, acvording to the plan of Thaddeus 3tevens and
the Sherman Shellgbarger dct) on that daye Below is quo-
ted in part that act which introduced the darkest pages

in American historye

560 g Jano 1 1867
57 it., Ghriatian. pe 281.



"Wheras no legal State governments or ad-
equate paotection for life or property now exists
in the rebel statese.e.eBe it snacted by the Sen~-
ate an House of Representatives of the United
Stotesesethat said rebel states b = divided into
military distriots and made subject to military
anthority. oo

Section Beeabe it further enacted, that it shall be
the duty of (the commanding general of the dig-
triot) to (prose:ve the publioc order and law)

and to this end he mgy allow local tribunals to
teke jurisdictionesewhen in his judgement it may
be necessary for trial of offenderse«.All inter-
ference under color of State authoritye..shall

be null and voide.

Section 6« Be it further enacted that when the
people of any one of said rebel states shall

habe formed a constitution of government in con-
formity with the constitution of the United 3tates
eee, framed by delegates elected by male citizens
of said state twenty-one years old or upward,

of whatever reee, color, or previous csonditionee.,
and when such constitution ahall provide election
franchise (for alllees, and when such constitu~
tions (have been approved b? the congress), and
when such state ?hall havd (ratified the four~
teenth amendment/, such gtate shall be declared
entitled to representatives in congresse.., this
act shall be inoperative in said state.

Section 6 And be it further provided, that
until people of said rebel state shall be by law
admitted to representation in ocongress of the
United States any civil government which might
exigt therein shall be deemed provisional and

in all respects subject to paramount authority
of the United “tatese"58.

By an order of the President, in accordance with this

act of congress, General Schofield was appointed &s comman-

58« The Richmond 2ispatoh, March 14, 1867.



60,
6l
68
63

59.
der of the first division on Msrch 12, 1867.

The machinery to carry out the measures of this act
were soon set in motione Under an order of General Scho~-
field the council requised that elections be held off until
negroeseh?d been properly registered under militaty super~
visdon. To ensnare th negro vote two opposing factions
goon appearede On the night of th fifteenth of April a
gathering of colored and whites crowded a political meet-
ing at the Theatre for the purpose of choosing sultable
candidates fo the legislaturee This group was made up of
a higher clgas typgx;gh oonservative whitese. .On the
night of the seventeenth a gathering of unrespeotable negroes

and whites met at African “Yhurche The convention was tak-
en up with incendiary and wild speechese Pogsibilities of
cooperation between the two branches of the party dimmed.ﬁz.

When the registration had come to an end in Richmond
there were found to be five thousand sixty three white and
six thousand one hundted and twenty negroese This one sided
result may be attribuped to the fact that many of the
white people refused to register, feeling tggf it would
hawe been cooperation with the Republicanse In the state
of Virginia, however, in 1867 there were 45,000 more whites
capable of voting then negroes. In liew of this faot one
Ope %;uy, Christioan, pe281e
[spatch, Apre 16

o, Christiam, p.290.




man wrote:

"I+ the white voter with thia very large
majority in their favor, permits the 3tate
Government &0 pass under the control of the
pestilent sete«e I have only to say that they
will most richly deserve their fate. "64.

As 8 result of an order from General Schofield on
October 22 for the election of delegates, two distinct
opposing tickets appearede The Radiocal ticket for del~
egates from Bichmond contained the mames of J. We Hun-
nicutt, Je Ce Underwood, James Morrossey, Lewlis Lindsey
(colored!), and Joseph ©®ox (colored}e. The conservatives
named M. Johnson, Thomas Je Evags M. Ae gturdivant, Wille-

Se
iam Taylor, snd Ales. He Sandse

Of the respsctive merits of these two tickets the
Whig wrote: " There ar but two tickets before the people
of Ricgmond-tha run~mad Radical and the conservative tic-

G
ketse "

In gpite of the admonitions of the newspapers, the
Redical® swept the field through-out the whole state.
This caused the conservatives to comment:

"We look forward to the approaching con-
vention in this stat with no pleasure. It will
not be a Virginia State Convention, but a mass of

black ignorance and Humnmoutt bresstliness and in-
cendiarisme "67

In the meantime, Riohmond was stillpressing forward.

64¢ The Whi June 7.
65¢ Ibi a_.,'%ét. 26
66¢ Ibide, Octe 22
67+ Ibide, Oct, £9¢



The limits were extended by an act of the legislature;

the Tobaceo Exchange was organized, The Corn and Flour
Exchange was organ&zed July 18 There were by this time
eleven banks: First National, National Bank of Virginia,
National Exchange Bank, Flanters Nationel, Union Savings,
Richmond Banking and Insurance €o., Insurance and Savings
Bank, Merchants and Flanters Saving Bank, City Bank, Mer-
chant and Mechanies, and the Bollar Savings Banke Sepp-
ember 6 the Bichmond Chamber of Commerce was established.se.
InSeptember also the colored popuddtion had their first
opportuni ty to exercize the right of suffrage on a munioc-
ipal matter. The ©ity Cowcil was trying to decide whether
or not it should subscribe to $2,000,000 of Ohesapeske and
Ohio railway stocke The vote authorized the council to
follow such aetdon by a count of 1,806 to 175. Thig vote
was set aside by General Schofield, howeverosgéecember 21
another election on the gquestion was allowed. In this
ballot the orig%%al vote was strongly reaffirmed and the
act was passed. )

68¢ Ope Gite, Ghristian, pps291-292.
69+ The Whig, Septe 17.
70« The Digpatch, Jane 1, 1868
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Somcerning the South in 1868, Je Me Hanna wrote:
"Moreover, the sword hath beocome the politieal scissor
that cutteth and shapeth the lawe " l.However, by 1868
in Richmond and Virginia the dawn was becoming barely
perceptihle. "The past three years™, wrote the Whig,
"have been frultful of all that oould harass, depress,
end afflict the southern people, and the year just end~
ed has abounded in the severest trials of our patience
and oonstanoy.” Wheras the outlook for 1867 had been
gloomy, the more and more apparent inabillity of the
oongress to conviot the President and the continuance
of his liberal policy in spite of them gave the South
to believe that "= conservative reaction has ocouredee.,
which promises to triumph over Radicslism and to frus~
trate its nefarious projeots of negro domination in the
ten excluded Southern Statﬁso"72.

January 1, 1868 the four year term of Governor
Pierpont legally came to an ende The people were now
faced with the question: who is Governor of Virginia?
Ho provigion had been made for the election"a new man
to fill his place, and Virginias was virtually without

73
8 head. It was decided to place the problem of Gover-

72 The Whig, ganol, 1868
73« Ibide, Jane8.



nor Plerpont's right to ;z?ain in office before the Sup-
reme Zourt of the statee On the fifteenth of January the
court affirmed the right of the governor to continue with
the discharge of his duties until asuccessor might be ap~
pointed.

April 4, 1868 General 3Jchofisld issued the following
order:

" The office of the Governor of Virginia

having become vacant by expiration of ihs term

of service of His Excellenoy ¥ranocis He Pier-

pontes, Hig Excellenocy Henry He Wells has this

day been appointed Governoy of Virginiameee"75.

This appointment was rdghtly interpreted by the eonser-
vatives to be the result of pressure brought te bear by
the radical groupse WVells was mat a Virginian, having
migrated from Michigan; he was a radical in his views
toward reounstru,?gon and in his sympathy for the radi=-
cal legislaturee.

Phis period was one of general removal and replace~
ment by the commanding generasle The only bright spot in
Bichmond c¢ity govermment had been the well run courts,
the Gourt of Appeals, presided over by Judges Monoure,
Joynes, and Rives, the Girouit CGourt, Bresided over by
Judge Esghdith, and Hustings Court, présided over by
Judge Lyons.TVIJanuary the twenty second the recorders
74¢ Ibld., Jane Gde

78 IEido, Apre 4.
76s 1Ibig ’
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and judges of Hustings eouztvg?re removed, and military
appointees were substituted. Ag might have been expeated,
the municipal officers of Richmond were made to walk the
plank for the sake of the 8arpet-bagger. Outstanding
among these were the €ity Sergeant, the Superintendent
of the‘ias7g?xks, ths €ollector of @ity Taxes, and the High
Constabdee Nor were the people surprised that on Mayl May-
or Mayo was removed from offéce and that Msjor €ghoon, a
Radioal, should be substitutede The citizens might well re-
gret the removal of their mayor for he had been faithggfly
performing the duties of his office for twelve yearse

Prior to 1867 the only organized party in Virginia
was that of the Republicanse 4 new party of Democrats and
0of the 0ld Whigs held a convention in Riohmond December 1ll,
1867o81.This partyaent out a state wide oaéé.for a convent-
ion to be held in Richmond on May 7, 1868 In his inaug-
ural address to this convention Alexsnder He He Stuatt oute
lined the purpose of the ¥irginia Gonservatives. "We have
met", he said, ™ to appeal to the North not to infliet this
disgrace upon use Our rights may be wrested from us, dut
we will never submit to the rule of an alien and inferior
race (meaning the negro and Garpgt:bag legislaturele We
prefer the rule of the bayonete"

The prospeots for deliverance from the "black plague™

an—

;8. b ' ' Jan. 220

e igo Ma,y 40

80. bid. X
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had by this time brightened to such an extent that there
was sSome hope of fullfilment of the €onservative pleae
The registration, which in 1867 had given a majority for
the colored folk of the oity of 961, was made null gnd
void by an order of General Schofielde PBy a gimilar re-
glstration during the early weeks of March, 1868 it was
found when the wark was finished that the colored lead had
been reduced to 36e¢ This filled the hearts of all Conser-~
vatives with Jéy, and they were certain thst they could
ocarry the &lections for state appointments and for gover-
nor after the ratification to the ngZ.constitution, thus
saving the state from Radical rulee.

On the day after the Conservative convention the Rade-
icals assembled to0 nominate Governor He He Wells for re-
eleotiOn-BB.

Gene ral Schofield by this time had become very unpop~-
ular with the Radiocals becgause of comparatively liberal
viewse He had actually been booed out of the convention
hall of the Gapitol when he had plesd thatthe "iron clad
oath", an article which disqualified from holding office
and Jury trial mearly every white men in the state and
which disfranchised several thousand of the states most
capable man, not be included in the oconstitution. After
this event he had further expressed the desire that the

84+ The Whig orch 16e
85« Ibid, Ma& 8e



voters of Virginia should nge down the constitution which
the convention had framed.

The Genersl was opportunely delivered from " the slings
and darts" of his oritics when on Mgy 29, 1868 he was chosen
by President Johnson to succeed Stanton as Secretaty of

87,
Ware. In his place as commander to the firat distriot was

placed another liberal, ®Benersl Stonemanoes1

No news of 1868 was more pleasing to the ears of the
liberal than the news., received May 18, of the failure of

conviot

congress to impemeh-President Jogg?on- That meant the
continusnce of libersl policiese On July 4 B resident
Johnson proclaimeda general ammesty, granting full and
unconditional pardont to all persons who had participated
in the rebellion, except those under indictment for trea-
son or felony before federsl courtse This ammesty also
restored property rights, except ex~slaves and property
legally divested by the United Statese This prooclamation
was & boon to the people who had been deprived of pa:ticigg}bn
in government by "iron clad oaths", and disfranchisement.

Novembexr %, 1868 the election of the President of the
United States was to be voted upon « The €onservatives met in
the €gphtol Square and ratified the nomination of Seymour,
and the Republicans did the same for Grante That was all
that Virginia could doe Her status was a question, and
o7, T4, ifky so.

e ibide, June 2.

89. ibig., May 18.
90. Ibigo, July 4
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Grant was eleoted without her assistance.
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With the advent of 1869 the scene had had little
change, but Richmond maintained her hope and trod forth to
future dayse "The 0ld year", commented the Whig, Mike 014
Mglley, is dead, and we are not sorry for it, further than
that three hundred and sixty five days unprofitable to our
3tate ani people have bee n bugégd with eighteen hundred
end sixty seven predecessors.” Because of general laxity
and military interference ocrime had become rampante Hold-
ups,gt?efte, burglaries, and murders were the order of the
daye.

The gubernatorial election drawirgnigh, the Radiocals
held a convention in Petershurg in which om March lo they
reiterated their ndmination of Governor Wells for candidate
for Governor and a negro, Dr. Je He Harris, for Lieutenant
Governores Regolutions were adopted favoring the restoration
of the State under the new constitution, without change or
amendment, and asserting he equality of rights of all oit-

irens and jury for all males no matter what color, race, or

creed.

Many Republicans were dissatisfied with the nominations
of the conventionin Petersburge The conservative Republi-
cans, there~-fore, renounced the Radical ticket and put forth
one of their owne Ror Governor they proposed Gilbert G. Wal-

9%+ Jane 1, 1869e
93+ Ope 6it., Christian, pe303.
93+ The Whig, March 1ll.



ker of Norfolk, for Lieutsnant Governor, John F. Lawis #¢
Bockingham eounty, end for Attorney General, James C. Tay-
lexr of Montgomery 9ountyo

"e beliewe”, 3Stated the party"”, that large

majority of intelligent and refleoting people of

Virginia areeeedegirous of adopting the great

principles of the Republican partye..The time

has come when a determined effort shoulq be

made to resocue the Republican party of "drginis

from the management and control of designing

and selfish politicianase. ™4.

Twelve days after his nomination by the Eadical con~
vention Governoyr Wells was arrested on the charge of hav~
ing interfered with the United States mail by purloining
a political lettere Inreference to this arrest the Whig
remarked : "If the Barpet-baggers remain in power, they will
teach us & thousand new tricks- very laughable onegeee
Wells 1is decidedly g wag of the first water."His jokes are

5e
sly- develish sly."

Less surprise than pleasure was alicited by the re-
moval of Governor Wells by General Stoneman on March 27.
No reasmwas given for the agtion, but it was not hard to

Be
guess the why and wherefore.

The case of Wella came before Major €ghoon and on
March 30 the United ¥tates Bistrict Attoeney ardered Ea~-
hoon that the prosecution sgainst the “avernor be drggped.
This request was readidy complied with by the courte

Mysteriously enough, erders arrived to “eneral Stone=-

94 1bide., March 22
95+ May 26.

96+ lbide, March 2£9.
97. 1bide., March 31l.



man March 31 to proceed with his regiment to €alifornia,
thus relieving hinggf his duties as Sommander of the first
militeyy district.

Things then began to happen fast and furious. By an
order of General Sherman and of the President of the United
States General Webb was made provisional Pommander until
the arrival of General €anby, both strangeras. The firat
official aot of the provisional commander was t0 place Gov-
eror Wells back into offdoce, fu:nisgé?g a suspicion of
the reagon for Stoneman's dismissal.

The feeling was more more beinpeXpressed in sympa=-
thetic mewspapers that the conservative Republicans and the
Democrats must unite if, under the constitution proposed
by the legislature, they were to predominate over the Car~
pod-baggers and Scally-wagse All members of these two
perties were urged, regardless of their pride, to take oaths
of allegiance and to remounce their C¢ivil War Status in
order that government might finally be restored to the
hands of the people. Already there was evidence that the n
negro was losing faith in thesCarpet-bagger and that he was
turning for the support of the conservative Walker Ticket.loo.

The first days of July were accupied with a series of
political meetings, conventions, and barbecues on the part
of both partiese By July the sixth, the day of the elec~
tion, the union of the Gonservative fg{gblieans and Dem-
ocrats on Walker was almost certain.
98+¢1bide., Apre le
99+ Ibide, Apre 3o
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July 7, 1869 might well be aday for feteing in Vire-
giniae The people of the State and of Richmond awoke to
the reality that that day the radical forces had been
defeated in the 2lection and that conservatism had triumphed.
Walker's ticket swept the field and the more conservative
expurgated edition of the constitution, ggg?out the test
oath and disfranchisement , was adopted.

In 1iew of the adoption of the liberal constitution
without the test oath, the oi¥izens of Richmond were some-
what mystified when General Sanby removed the whole Gity
Council and appointed on himgelfe. "We used to have "City
Fathers™, wrote the Whig, "but they have been gathered "to
their fathers", and, like orphan ohildreniog?r people have
to ocontent themselves with step~fathersg."” Cenby's ruling
that no council~man could teke his seat without first tak-
ing the "iron olad oath" was repudiated by orders from Gen~
eral Grant and {gZ.Attorney General--Richmond breathed a
sigh of reliefe.

Septe 21 Governor Wells resigned from offéce and Ganby
installed Walker as provisionsl @overnor tolgg?t until the
acceptance by congress of the constitutione.

By an order of Commender Canby the legislature was ine
voked to adopt the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to
the Gonstitution of the United States. All members were
seated on taking the oath of allegiance with the exoeption of

lo2es Ibide, July 7.
loZs 1bid., Auge 23
1lo4. J te, Ghristian, pe307.
106+ The Whig, Septe 21.
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twenty sevenlmembers whose ocertificatss were witheld by
06
the General. In his inaugural address Walker asked thask

the legislature asdopt the amendments as speed11{°$? pos~-
gible that the statemight sooner be resdmitted.

The Qourt of Appeals, presided over by military ap~
pointeas of General “enby, met on Octobexr 12 of this yeare
Out of deference, however, for the popular opinion and the
work of the legislature the court decided to adjourn until
January,expecting that bylgg?t time the stat'e would have
beeome part of the Unione.

lo6es 1bi .o, Octe Be
lo%7. Tﬁ’ gito, shristian, P«309.

108« The Whig, Oote 13.
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By 1870 the "corner" had been roundede The end of
reconstruction was in full wiew and was momentarily ex-
pectede 3t111, the hope for the reestablishment of
Virginia's former status was based entirely upog'g?mor.
It was a period when people held their breathse. Re~-
admission was being fought bitterly in the congresse.

To 3umner the 8leotion in Virginia had been just one biE101
fraud and the state was still "smoking with rebellion".

But on the twenty fourth the act to admit Virginia
was passed by congresse This aot was amended to the
extent, largely through the work of Alexander He He
Stuart and his "oommitteelg{.nine" 590 that it was more
acceptable to the people. The smendment changed the
clause on the taking of the oath so that the oath should
represent no more then the affirmation on the part of
the signer that Virginia shoulglgfve representation in the
Congress of the United States.

The general attitude of the press on receiving the
news of adnittance was some~what philosophice TAll's well
that ends well"”, noted the Whig," the result is one, if
not for rejoioing, at least for that sort of than%ggfving
which a great deliversnce prompts and justifiese."

109« Ibid., Jane 1, 1870
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Richmond was not to get off as yete Early in the
gegsion of the new legislaturea bill was passed, known
ag the "enabling act", empowering the Governor to appoint
a new council for the city to serve until July 1. The
appointments for councilmen by Governor Wglker brought
about a thowough reorganization, 8ll the former military
appointees with the exception of three being replaced.114.

When the new council met on March 16 they elected
HeKeEllyson the Mayor and Major Foe the Chief of Polioe-115.
Great was the surprise of the community on leasning that ine
stead of yielding to the majesty of the law th late mili=
tary mayor, Major C€ghoon, refused to resigne Even further
was there smaszement at the arrest of MajJor Poe and Mayor
Ellyson by the ex~Chief of iiéfce, Egberte Here was Wa
nice condition of affairs™e

Poe and Ellyson being released, two local governments
were set up, Cshoon clsiming one and Ellyson the othere.
Cahoon applied to the Governor to maintain order, but the
®overnor sustalned the election of Ellyson. Magjor Poe
then sent a foroe which placed €@shoon under voluntary arreste
General Ganby, as a result, sent a military force to sustain
€ahoon and Poe was forced to retiree "As Governor of the
CGommonwealth"”, wrote Walker, "I ag%vfy what law or author-
ity have you taken such action?}"
114. Ibid., March 16.
115+ Ibide, March 17.
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Canby admitted that he had transgressedhis powers and €g=-
hoon applied to Judge Underwood forlig.injunotion to res~-
train Ellyson from assuming office. The Injunction was
granted but Ellyson continued to hold court and keep his
police on dutye. lg.An order of ejectment was issued ageinst
Ellyson on £pril 4 to which order he failed to comply and
the council applied to the Chief Justice of the United 120
States, Justice Chase, to dissolve Underwood’s injunoction.
Mgjor €ghoon on April 11 suggested that the case be sub=-
mitted to the newly elected Virginia Court of Appealse.
Ellyson sgreed and Chief Justice @hgzi.consented, saying
that it was purely a state problem.

During the hearings on the case the floor of the
court room, which was located in the Gapitbl, broke through
injuring some two hundred and fifty and killing sixty one.lzz.
This catastrophe put an end to all thoughts of the case until
the @ourt of Appeals met May £9 igsfhe @ity Hall, deciding
that an slection should be held.

Ellyson won the election by thirty nine votes, though
there were no returns from Jeffersonwsrde Ellyson re- 1o,
fused to take office wntil properly and fairly elected.

On July 5 the court decided asgainst an investigation of

fraud in the election and on July 29 the city offices were

125.
declared vacant end a new election was ordered. Ellyson
118. Ibide.
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was defested in thislvgz‘fe by s Mr Keily who ran on the
CGonservative ticket. At last Richmond had been re=
constructed and a long, dreary, wearisome period in
her history had come to an end.

126« 1bld., Jepte 2.
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