
The Messenger
Volume 1995
Issue 1 Messenger - Spring 1995 Article 6

1995

On the Burning of Anger
Mike Gifford

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger

Part of the Poetry Commons

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion
in The Messenger by an authorized editor of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.

Recommended Citation
Gifford, Mike (1995) "On the Burning of Anger," The Messenger: Vol. 1995 : Iss. 1 , Article 6.
Available at: https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol1995/iss1/6

https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol1995?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol1995/iss1?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol1995/iss1/6?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol1995/iss1/6?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol1995%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu


On the Burning Of Anger 

Anger --- Black and burning fire 
consuming my soul and fueling the heat of passion. 
Violence wicked and vicious 
comes easy and vents my rage 
Destruction, chaos 
Splinters and shards 
I throw my raw emotion 
against the world 
Hurling it with cries of frustration 
that escalate into screams and curses --
Who is at fault, who can be blamed? 
Does it matter? Even if the transgression lies 
within, it does nothing to quench the fire 
which will burn unabated until everything is consumed ---

Only then will I slump down 
to the ground with the last gasps of emotion 
Wracking my body with their departure 
The silent desolation around me, 
mute testimony of vented expressions of 
Helplessness and uncontrolled Anger. 

In the wake of the scourge, 
I must fit back together the parts of 
that which lies in broken heaps around me. 
Now, as always, the fragments are less than before, as 
my rage has forever banished 
Valuable pieces of that which once was 
And I sadly realize that the parts can never again be greater than the 
sum of what has fallen into the abyss. 
Rebuilding the shattered structure, 
Into smaller and smaller frames ---
Each deemed sturdy only until the black ire 
Lashes out again and chaos reigns. 

---Mike Gifford 
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