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Fluvanna County of Virginia was formed in 1777 from
Albemarle and is bounded on the north by Louisa and
Albemarle, and on the south by Cumberlend and Goochland.

The James River serves as southern boundary znd the Rivanna
River, that extends north and south, divides the county into
two almost equal parts. Palmyra, the county seat, is on the
Rivanna River about twelve miles from Columbisz where the
Rivenna empties into the James-l Fork Union lies inside of
the V shaped territory formed by the Jumes and Rivannz and

is cbout eleven miles south-west of Pulmyra-. The area of the
whole county, however, is me#4 but two hundred and eighty-one
square miles, or one hundred apd eighty thousznd, eight
hundred znd forty-three acres'a

Most of the inhabitants of Fluvennz were of English
descent therefore their customs were very much like those of
the English. Most of the people tilled the soil for a living

and their children grew up to take the plzces of their parents

as farmers or house-wives+ Others were carpenters, blacksmiths,

1- Scleter, williem, Clessified Business Directory, (kept at
Fluvunnz County Clerks Office-)
- TIbid
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oued some cr=ft. The county officers,.
louyers, doctors, clergymen, and the lorge lincdownsrs made
up the celect group or uricstocratic cluse. kicst of the
children worked on the iorms Lub some of them vere "bound
cut" as apprentices to the cercftuen until they beczme
tventy-one. They worked for the crafimen :nd zg ithelir pay
they got their board, clothing, and leirned the trzde, while

others worked =s =seistants to lowyers =né countv officials.
J

I

gt

The pearents thszt wunted to give their chiléren schol

ct

training, «nd vere able financially to o so, employed
crivezte tutors.

Gn Februosry 2, 1810 the Litercry Fund wzs ectabliched

:n€ this formed the nuecleus of the support of the free
iz
o]

schools in Virginta. This act orcered that 11 "escheats,
confiscutione, fines, pentlities snc forfeitures, and &ll
rights cceuring to the stute =zs Cerelict, shzll be set asice
for the encourszgement of lezrniug- The Legisluture added

to the Literary Fund the wmount of $1,21C,55C, which repre-

sented & loan to the federel government for the Jar of 1812
4
"

and was returned to the stete- The constitution of 1851

d- Heatwolfe, Cornelius J+, A History

of B
Virginia, p- 1

4= Tiid



*roVided that cne-hcli of the cupitation tax should go to
the Literesry Fund alco, znd the Generazl Assembly of 1852
appropriated all the capitation tax to this fund- TIn 1811
an act cefined the purpose of this fund as "providing
schools for the poor in any cocunty of the state-" The
Legislature provided that when the income umounted to
$45,000 annuzlly, it should be used to educzte “indigent"
chilaren distributed on the basie of the white population
5
in the counties of the stute- The Literzry Fuuds were
distributed to the counties by the second =zuditor of the
6
state cccoraing to the orcer of the General ngsembly-

In each of the counties the respective County Courts
appointed commissioners, varying in number from wWo to
thirty-two, accorcding to the size of the county, whose duty
it was to seek out all of the "indigent® children in their
respective communities and to employ a teacher for these
pupils at the rate of three zna a half to four cenés a
pupil for each day they were in actuzl attendance-

Soon after the act of 1811l "indigent" or "poor schools®
were egtablished in Fluvanna under the terms of this act-

6- Tbid, p- 105
6- Toid
7-Ibid, p- 106



This 4ct did not provide for the building of school
buildings but an act passed by the Generel Assembly in
1829 declered that ten per cent of the fund allotted
could be used for building or equipment of schoolhouses,
or if the local community should pay three-fifths of the
total cost of the house, $100 of the fund could be used
provided the peatrons should rzise a like amount-8 Most
of the schoolhouses and their equipments were financed
under this plan-

As early as 1832 there were eighteen "indigent"
schools in the County of Fluvanna but the enrollment was
very small-9 The poor people did not support the schools
whole heartedly because if they did they would be classi-
fyirg themselves as peaupers. They thought that ctate =24d

was cherity =z=nd to accept charity would hurt their pride.

o™

Therefore most of the children of the county were educated
in private schools or by privste tuters for = number of
years until the attituce or idezc of stute supported
schools was decidedly cheanged.

Tt £s true thut a lerge per ceunt of the children of
the county received almost no "schooling® uut yet education
weg fairly generel in the county. In the edrly days those

g€-Tbhid, p- 106
9- Snead, Mrs+. E- J+, A BHistory of Fluvanna County




that could afford to do so hired private tutors for their
children- This system of each family hiring a private
tutor gradually disappeared and the larger private schools
held in some of the best homes in the county took its place.
Farents would send their children to these schools or board
them in that home and let them attend the school- This
type of school grew into the Academy and these flourished
during the nineteenth century:

Great educational work was done in thece academies-
lost or at least many of the teachers were resl scholars,
guite a few of them were clergymen. The children in these
acedemies not only received scihclearistic training obut they
also received cultural treining. Tn Fluvonna there were
two outstandéing academies before the Civil War-. The first
of these two was a military school established by lre. David
Farrar, Alumnus gf the University of Virginie, near Palmyra,
the county seat-io This schocl wes organized in 1850 and
continued to operate until 1861, the time of the Jar between
the States- The most importznt aczdemy of the county wsas
known as the "Fluveannz Inctitute-® This school was founded
tnn 1854 neer Fork Union by Rev- Jdohn Jaller Henson, a baptist

10~ Shepherd, Mrs. J. O., (Informztion furnished by.)



11
minister- The school was maneged Ly Mr- Robert A. Hughes.

Rev. Lir- Liondy, another Baptist minister, was its most
beloved teacher. This was primarily & girlts boarding school
but toys attenGed as day pupils- The atmosphere of this
school was excellent and,until & number of years after the
Civil dar,was the leading educationzl institution of the
county. Tt brought culture and joy to the community.

The private echoocls were numerous in Fluvannzs for a
number of yezrs ufter the CGivil Jar. In the following
peragrzphs the most oulstanding ones will be mentioned. Tn
the lione of IDr. George H- dnead, Pector of Fork Union
Ghurch, kiess annie V. Glevelsnd, who lzter was & Luatin and

rencih tezcher &t Hollins Institute (now Hollinms Gollege)

held 2 privete school for girls. Liise Cleveland wugs Gs-

13
sisted by Lr- George H- oSuezc¢ znt Miss Sue ~incer- Tuis
wus known zs the ite Rock" school: Aicther girlts

N

bozrding cchool wes held in the spzcious hcme of wre Mirion
Norvell at Breme Bluff. Thigc gcchoel wag comjpocec of =

smell gelect group of purils and they were wllowed Lo aé-

vence as fact =g they were able znC =g come people coid
12

Yunhouipered by cuatzlogueg znt units. kics Roce and liss

11l- Clevelindé, Elizzbeth, (Informstion furnished uby:.)

12— Tlic

16-1bid

lé—- Toid

16=TLid




Luty Shepherd held = ¢ipili.r school «t "Mountazin Viewt
1G
their home in Palmyra- Mrzs. L. Le Groy hod o cchiocl
17
in her home near Falmyra for several jyears. These

schools above mentioned were known ag clagsical schools-
The most ocutstunding school for boys wee held oy
Mir. James ke Miller inm his home near wilmington. lur.
Miller was = true ccholar zna & gentlemzn In every cense-
He enjoyed tesching enc devoted hic life to this work.
His great educstionzl contriivutions enc hie churscter

1 -

treintng will Ve rewembered LY the pecple of Fluvanna and
mzny others for meny mony years+ Dre John snly, now head
of the Englich Department 2t the Universiiy of Chicugo, wes
a*tutor in the Cuk hill Home ut Czrysbrcok, =nd Dr. -
Broazcus, & former presicent of tlie southern Buptist Theo-
logical Seminery &t Louisville, Rentucky, wos e tutor at

Bremo Bluff.

h
c*
('.)
b

Tomediately the wWaer between the otutes very
few of 4the vest femilies ccoculd =fford to hire a privzte
tutor or cend their children to 2 private school: The

members of each communitiy deciced to cooperzte for the

O
t

purpose of ecucuiing their hildren. The memvers of ezch

CJ

commurnitv pot together &nd consiructed = school

AV & & ullcing

o

~

jn come louely spet or avandoned fielc that wae in & central




position. The leuding members ol the community employed

the tescher =t a ctijulsted sum or fee {for each pupil or

a streight salary. This type of schicol wos populzrly
kriovn as an "0ld Field School." The asuthority for the
establi shment and control of thesge schools was in the
hands of the local community-.

A new constitution which contained the first
provision for & comrlete system of public educstion in

18

Virginis woes adopted July €, 1869- These free public
schools were to be financed by interest on the Literary
Fund, capitztion tzxes, zn annual taX upon the property
of the state of nct less than one mill, or more than five

mills on the dollar, and each county anc cdistrict was

empowered to levy an additional tex not to exceed five
10
nills on the dollar. a4 State Board ol Educction wus

crezted and Rev. williem H- Ruffner wzs celected to be
20
the superintendent of Public Tnstruction-

In thts nev syctem of free public schools Mr. Jzames
O- Shepherd of Felmyre in 1862 wac mude the first super-

el
intendent of schools in Fluvenna County- Tn 18%0

18~ Heatwolfe, op- cit., £+ 2l4
19~ Thia
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Superintendent Shepherd nauguratea the public school
Py

system in Fluvannsa County-u al this time & mujerity of
the people favored the free schools but when they had to
pay the swall sum of one mill on the dollazr tax to cupport
the public schoocls many of them begzn to compl:zin and

23
protest. Mrg. Jemes O. Shepherd, his widow, scys thzat
"some of the people opposed to the taxetion for support
of free schcols went so far =s to threzten Mr. ohepherd
because he wzg esteblishing such & syctem-® hre. Shepherd
eniisted the help of & number of the most intelligent
and influencizl people of the county and uncer his lezdler-
ship cucceeded in estzblishing elementiry cchools all over
the county. Some ¢1 the "0ld Field Schools®™ were converted
into public schioole unCG in some czces the purenticontinued
to help to support the cchiocls. . three-rcom tchool wus
establicshed =t Palmyra w=nd schoole were estsblizhed 2t

,}

Columbiea, Couryebrook, “Lt1OCh Fork Urnion. within a2 few

3

years & number of gmell one-room schiocols were ecstulblished
here and there in the County wsherever there were enough

1

&

[ h)

o,

pupils to justify one- 1In 1873 hr. Shepherd resigne s
rocition in order to continue his ctudies ¢t the University
ol

of Virginia- Lr- - d. Jinn of Fork Union wzs then

fﬁ

e v am

al- Shepherd, Mrs. J. Q-, epe Gite
256~ Tuic
24~ TDig



azppointed Superintendent to succeed him. wre dinn held

this office until 1882 and the schoole ifncreszted in
c5

mumber end in cunlity during this period. In 1882
Lr-. John R- Hazden of Falmyrs wse appointed to succeed
Dre dinn,ené Mre Hacen the following yonr wus cucceeded
by the former superintencent, lr. Juges O ohepherd.

#hen Mr- shepherd took office for the geconc tiume

he wwo cetermined to give the county wn scucmtionszl Dboom.
Tn discusesing schools with kr- Thomas Clevelznd ur-
Shepherd s2id "“In Fluvenns we have pood clelcniuary schools
and, in sight, at the University we huve educuiion ot the
top. But we must have & way to Lridge the gup vetueen the
two. Je must hzve & School---a Cerntral School in rluvenne
where the boy cun be sounlly prep:red, ¢ll eround, not just
in Lztin etc: for successiul work =t the Universiiy. Thig
school must be accredited--must Le zcltlosleG,et o8 &

licensed prepurastory schocl for the University. e must

(“

have the work and the legwl sanction of the worked

In 1886 hir. Shepherd cucceecded in gstting through
the Generzl Assembly & specisl bill meking rrovisions for

a "Centrcl High School" =t Palmyra, the [irst legzlly

- - — -

25~ Va. School Rejports

26=- TbLic

27~ Glevelend, Elizateth, "The Fotency of IC
Cerbinenzl of 1lhe u
c¢i Virginia, 1819-18<1




accredited rurcl high school in Virginia. Uncer the

Board of Tructiees the Central High School at Pulmyra

weas organized znt¢ openec Ior the cession of 1887-£8-

The Boara wes compoced of Jes- §- oShepherd, Thos: E.

Bashew, Jas. L. Loving, Henry o. Suéler, Thcmos Clevelond,

Richard H- williems, &né Col. B» w- Teylor (secretzry).
ITn the {211 of 1287 the school opened with = total

cf one huncred and tweniy-nine purils. There vwere eight

teachers, Thomes H- Heden, (principel), Miss K. G-

Shepherd, Micses anns Guines, vinn, John K- Perkins, Miss

29
Wwe Blanche Morris-“ The cetelogue theat wee gotten up
by the Beard of Trustees hezced by Mr. James Q- Shegpherd
gives the organization znd curriculum of the school-
"The Schoeol is divided into three departments-—
Primary, Tntermediazte znd Senior: vut no pupil is con-
fined exclusively tc zny one of thece. He muy have some

classes in the lower znd some in the higher depsrtments,
according to hie stuge of cdvoncement in ény given subject-
Promotion from lower to higher classes cepends uron
familarity with the subjects taught in the lower. This is
tested by daily drill, =nd by cuarterly and {inzal exami-
nations+ Tn the Frimery and Intermedjate Departments zre

——— s —

@8- Cleveland, cp- cit.

€9— Centrsl High 3chool, (gotten up by the Board of Trustees
of Fluvaenna headed by James O-
Shepherd.)




embrased all subjects ordinerily taught in a public school
of the highest grade- 1In the Senior Class, such studies
are pursued as will enable students to enter with advantage
the University of Virginia, or other higher institutions

of learning. Those who do not propose to take regular
collegiate course, yet recognize the insufficiency of an
ordinary public schocl training to fit them for business,
will finc 1t highly profitzble to mszlie uce of the oppor-

0
tunities offered by this zchool.®

"5ince there ure muny of our studcents whno expect 1o
become teuchers, apecinl reference is mute to Uhis Iwel ir
the {ormztion of the cluasgee, wnd in the ingtruction aiven
in' thew-"

The Frimary Depurtuent

Tustructers

w

Geo+ li+ Baighaw Jozeph F- oazdler liss Blanche horris

4

"Gech instructor in the Depuriment cevotles Lo hLcours
o Gay-— one hour in the morning «nd cne in the evening- to

tewching, the resuv of the time teo reguler Jork ol ¢ stucent-

N

The Bourd of Trustees uppcinte thece inttruvctors Irom zmong
the gtubGents of the Senior Depzriment, they firct having

— ——— ETa—




jeen recommenced Ly the Focully, :=ué wloo huving steoed

xeminstion before the County ouperintendent

L

liss R Br Glevelond, (teach

(g
3
-

“Tr this Depertment the tezcher cime Lo give

therough instruction in arithmetic, English, Gropmor,

yeoyrsphy, History of Virginis, History of the United
o
3tutes etc:®
ochool of mnglich
Intermedizte Department -—— Mise Clevelznd

"English sund First Lessens in bnglish Composition
sre taught in this Depurtment. =anzlyeis of English
centences ie incluced in the Griouwcr by meznt of & text-
book on that cubject, =re given ¢ knowledge of the formztion
end use of words by orsl =nd blackbtourd instruction, siuple
cictzation exercises, &nd cowe elementary text-book words.
The dictation exercises ure coutinued slter the stuly of

&3

Gremmzr has regulurly comielced-"




"Text-Books~Holmes' English Gremmszr, Juackenbos!

First Lessons in English Composition, Tzles from
G
Shekespeare, by Chuarles znd Mury Lamb.t
Senior Department

"Tn this Depzrtment there zre two clusces-Junior

and 3enior."
Junior Class--—-liss Shepherd

"Rhetoric; dritten Exercises in the Analysis of the
Subjects; Dictation Exercises; Compositicns; Study of
English Clacseics "

"Text~book Quackenbos! Rhetoric-. GCther books to be
added-"

Senior Glass-—-lir-. Huden

"History of English Literature, and in commection
with this, study of specimens from leazding Englich
Authors; some of the plays of Shakespesre rezd and anzlyzed

26

critically; essays-

"Text-books-—--Backus!-shaw'!s English and smerican
Literature-. 3Separate plays of Shzkespeare, edited by

37
W+ J- Rolfe."

B4~ Tbid
Z6- Thid, p+ 10
37- 10514



School of History
“This school is divided into six classes. To
graduate In the school it is necesscry to steond an
approved examination in each class-":‘38
"History of the United 5States =n¢ History of
Virginia are taught in the Tntermedi:cte Department;
Histories of England, Rome anc¢ Greece in the Zenior-
Tn the latter part of the course, portions of the
History of the United Stztes =2nd History of Virgiuia
are reviewed and speci&l attention is given to the
constitution of eac:h-“a9
*Text-Books—-Holmes!' History of the United States;
Magilts History of Virginia; Markhemt!'s History of
Englend--—----~History of Rome;==—--=—=- History of Grecce,
Labberton's Outlines-"
School of Mathemztics-
Mr. Haden
“Tits school 15 civided into three classes—--—Junior,
Tntermedicte and Senior:
Junior Class—-Arithmetic is completed and algebra
commenced. Arithmetic, 2s studied in this class, is of
special importance to those who have teaching in view,;

38— Thid
30~ Toid_



in fect, to 211 who would have =z thorough knowledge, not
only of Arithmetical operaztions, but of the principles
underlying them-

Text-Book~-ihite's Complete arithmetic; Venerztlds
Basy Algebra-éo

Tntermediate Class---Algebra, completed; First
four books of Geometry with the easier Original Exercises-

Text-Books—~Venablet's Elementary algebra; Venable's
Legendrets Geometry-"41

"Senior Class—-The subjects taught are Geometry and
Trigonometry- 7TIn this class of Geometry, not only the text,
but the Original Exercise zt the end of each book, are re-
quired of the class-. A good knowledge of the Elements of
Trigonometry with Logerithms, is required-

Text-Books—~Venable's Legendre's GEometry; Todhunters
Trigonometry for Beginners-"

"Should any student wish to pursue his mazthemztical
studies still farther, ample opportunity will be afforded
him to do so-"éd

Mental Arithmetic
“Believing that readiness and zccuracy are secured by

no study more than by Mental arithmetic, this subject receives

specizal attention- XEach teacher gives daily drill on it.

40- Tbid, p- 10
42— Thid



No scholar in school is considered too young or too old
to belong to one of the Mental Arithmetic classes-
Text-Book.~---Venable's Mentzl Arithmetic-“43
School of Latin
Mr. Haden

8This school is divided into three classes--Junior,
Tntermediate and Senior.

Junior Class--Tn this class the pupil is supposed to
have had little or no previous acgquzintance with the language-
He is drilled in the declensions, the simple verbal forms,
and in the translation of simple sentences of English into
Iatin and of Latin into English-

Text~Book: -—Gildersleeve'!s Latin Pri.mer-“44

"Tntermediate Class--Tn this class an effort is made
to give an accurate knowledge of the leading prineiples of
the syntax and a hetter knowledge of the forms. WJritten
Exercises---Blackboard Drill-

Text-Books:—--Gildersleeve's Primer and Part 1 of
Grammar; Gildersleevets Latin Reader; Caesar's Commentaries-"45

#Senior Class--Syntax more fully and thoroughly taught;
more difficult Latin authors read: written exercises- These

43~ 1bid, p- 11
44-"Tbid
45- Tbid



exercised will be partly original and partly selected from
Gildersleeve's Latin Exercise Book: They will be varied
as the needs of the class may demand-

Text-Books--—;Gildersleeve's Grammar; Gildersleeve's
Latin Exercise Book; Sallust, Livy, Cicero, Virgil-"46

tSpecial attentioﬁ throughout the course is paid to
drill in ihe forms and syntax, and to the translation of
English into.Latin- The Syntax is not taught as a theory
only, but practical application of the principles learned
in the Grammar is made by numerous yuestions on the parts
of the text read in the class—room:s

School of German
Mi ss Shepherd

“This school 1s divided into Junior, Tntermediate
und Senior classes, and is arranged 2s a three years!
course, as follows:

Junior Class--Tn this class special attention is given
to the Etymology of the language, and to the acquisition of
& feir vocabulary, but the simpler and more essential points
in the Syntax are brought out-

Text-Books.---0tto's Grammar and Sprechen Sie Deutsch?

— . —

46-Tbid
47- Tbid, p-. 1ll-lx



Tntermediate Class—-Prominence is given to the
study of Syntax, but Etymology is by no means neglected.
Vocabulary enlarged by reading in the class-room, and by
parallel reading-
Text-Books.-—--0Ottots and Whitney's Grammars, Bilderbuch
ohne Bilder, William Tell and Undine-"48
vSenjior Class—-An effort is made to give more critical
knowledge of the structure of the language, and to secure
readiness in translation.
Text-Books—-Whitney's Grammar, Minna von Barnhelm,
Maria Stuart, Egmont or other selections from Goethe and
Schiller-“49
"Tn the Junior and Tntermediate classes, written
Exercises are required from the Grammars--Blackboard Drill.
Original Exercises are given in the Senior Class-"50
School of French
Miss Shepherd
vthis school is divided into three classes to be
taken three successive years-
Junior Class--0tto's Grammar-

48- Tbid, p-, 12
40- Thig
50~ Ibid



Tntermediate Class-—-Qtto's Grammar, Telemuque, Paul
and Virginia, or Corinne.
Senior Cluss--Grammar to be supplied hereafter.
Lu Literature Francaise Contemporaine; Plays of Corneille,
Racine and Moliere. Written exercises required throughout
the course--original in senior-"51
School of Natural Science
“No classes have been organized in this school, but
should occasion demand, instructions will be given in
Chemistrv and the Elements of Natural Philosophy-"sa
Department of Music
"Tt is the aim of those who have charge of this
Department to give & thorough knowledge of music in the
branches taught, rather than a familiarity with a few
pieces~"53
Insturmental Musie--Piano
Miss anna Gaines Winn
“In this class the best instruction books and selections
from the best composers will be used, care being taken to
have them adapted to the needs of the pupils.

A new upright grand piano, of excellent tone, has

been secured for the use of the school: Most of the boarding

51~ Tbid
5¢- T bid, p-, 13
53- Ibid



houses are supplied with instruments, and those who prafer
may make arrangements to practice where they board.® o
Vocal Music
*Glass instruction will be given in Vocal Music by
Mr. John N- Perkins- The lessons will be given once a
week through the entire session-"55
Theory and Practice of Teaching

"Mr. Jas- O+ Shepherd, County Superintendent Schools,
has consented to deliver a Series of Lectures, extending
throughout the session, on *Psychology in its Relations to
Teaching-*

Sullyt's *Teachers' Hand-Book of Psychology! is
recommended as a text-book-

Cceasional lectures on Anatomy, Physiology and
Hygisne, especially in relation to the work of the teacher,
will be given by Drs- Geo- H. Snead and John F- Winn, and
possibly by others.

These lectures will be open, not only to the
regular pupils, but to the public generally- Teachers

56
especially will find it to their advantage to attend-*

54— Thid
55- Ibid

66— Tbid, p-, 14



Examinations

"At the end of every two months Written Examinations
(except in the strickly primary, where they &re oral) are
held in the classes, on the parts of the text passed over
during that time. Final examinations are held on the
completion of the subjects. These generally occur near
the close of the session. These examinations are intended
ta test the pupil's knowledge of the subject, and to test
and aid his powers of reproduction. None need expect to

be successful without having done faithful work-57

Pupils are required to staend their examinations.

For those students who may contemplate standing the
Annual Teachers' Examination, the Superintenéent of Schools
will co=-operate with the teacher in prepsring and conduct-
ing the exeminations on certain subjects. These applicants,
if successful, will be exempt from standing on the same
subjects at the Regular Teachers! Examinations-"58

Reports

"At the end of each quarter a circular is sent to
the parent or guardian of each pupil, showing his or her
daily average in each subject, the results of quarterly

examinations on the same, and deportment. Patrons will




greatly aid the teachers by inspecting these reports, and
promptly giving the necessary admonition or encouragement.
After doing this, they will please sign the circulars and
return them to the Principal'"59
Distinctions and Certificztes of Graduates
"Certificates of Distinction will be granted in
each subject to those who have made 75 per cent on both
quarterly and final examinations, and at the same time 2
satisfactory class record. highest Honor Certificates are
conferred on those who zre neither absent from nor fail
on a single examination during the session. Certificates
of Graduation will be awarded to such as have received
distinctions on all the subjects of a given school-“60
Local Examin=tions
(Luthorized by the University of Virginia)
"iritten examinations are held at different centres.

These exzminations are prepared by the authorities ol the
University of Virginia, and conducted by exeminers sent
out or appointed by the University. They are oren to
toth males ané femsles. Candicates who pass an exeui-

nation will receive certificates to that effect, specifjing




)]

the subjects on wiich they hsve pagced. This is the onlvy
method by which 2 young 1= Cy cun receive 2 certificats
61
from this University."
"Twenty Gold ledzle huve heretofore tecen oifersd for

¢istingudshed merit on the popers Ir

M

sented. TU is pre=-
sued thot the scme offer 5ill Le continued. The lrtest
cey of entry for the eximinction of 1888 was Gpril 1Cth.

G-
Tt 7111 be about that time for 18280.w

T
}—
0
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o
oy
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"The Central High Zchool hess been ze
centre for these exzninctions. 7o defray the exrenses
incicent

the exerinstion w111 hove to poy 2 fee of tvo collors.:

Gentlrzl High School of riuvoenna
(5 b4

i
e

b]

Ly Lear Sir. T write in order io

e
e

55 ..y rrofournd

o
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interest in the success of the Canlnel 08 G owonlChl, o0 i
the aim cnd otject of itz founders 41 thus eptolliishing a

o e ey sttt

6l- Tbid, p-, 114
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comnecting link betvern the yrimcry end the hi ok
educ-.tion in our Stztie 343L5¢ of Iuniic Zchools. T Ceem
Tt 2 wost fnrortant enterrrise, 21.d T fecl 2ssured of 44
success under the mansiersnt of.its excellent Frineipsl,
LR TiChino He Rallle

Yours very truly,

ia D e V i PRI y

WCheirmon of Lhe Fecolty-)
Thisrnév Gentrzl nigh wchool wous orge
operzted =zccording to the provisicis of the Cotaloue of
the Centrzl High School thet have teen given in the alove

aragrarhs. TL wes a bipgh school and clre

-’

'v.

legree & trafning school for teachers. The crrzrization of
the uchool dze very scientific zand s;stemzctic =nd the stords

were very high. Suyerintendent Jeg. @+ Lhe:herd zc-
compliched -something rezlly wrrtﬁ.uwle whern: he estatlished

4.

a gchool 1o 1311l in the g2p in Fublic Zduc:tion

-

the elementory schools end the institutions of hiiher

lecrning such ag the University of>Virginia- Fluvenna w:as
lucky to have such on ensr;e
leader 2s Lir. Zhepherd.

The Centrzl High School =t P2lmyre continued orerating

unttl 18€<. At this lime the Treasurer of the county fziled

G- 1Tbid



G&
and the schiool head to close Lecouse of lack of funds -

After the Centr2l High Zchool clozed the children of
Palmyra atterded the *Llgevocd™ school thot was only
about a wile Tfrom the village. Some few high school

subjects or so c2lled nigh cchool zubkjects wvere taught
C

hizh school course vag offcred.

there Ttut no reguler
Tn 1€92 Mr- Re J- Faris of Scottsville w2z -1 .cinted

Superintendent of Schools of the county to succeed KNr.

Shepherd. The Zlementary schools under the {irection of

lir- Parls rrospered but no attempt wes m=ce to orgeonize

a high school in the county. Tn 1904 Lr- Thomes H.

nted Superintencent.

aplb
Tn 1828 Dr. "#1li=m T. Hatcher Tounded & =ccondn

"3

<y
school at Fork Unjen. This weg a striekiy priveote fuosti-
tution and wnn Jinmnced by me2ns ol tultion and by the

Southern Baptist Association. Under the z2tle dirsction cof

Dr- Hatcher the school grew and prrospercds Tn 1902 militer:

treining wes offered 2nc¢ the schoecl veceme Fork Unien

L4 iitary Acadewy. The zchcol Ling vecn in contiruous opreratd

stnce 1898 and since +that é=2te hes offered excellent nizh

school and militery treining. Fupils from all cver the

66~ Sherherd, Lrs. J. O-- op- cit.
y r
67— Clevelend, cr- cit



county, stzte, from wrny statles, =rd some forei;n countries
have attencded Fork Union Military Acacemy.

The Acadeny prer=red siucente lto enter the higher
institutions of learning and the aduinistirotors have always
tried to trein students for later life 2and build chrigsizin
character+ The Zouthern Bartist help to support the school
and therefore a number of winicters Lave been educated

there. Richumond Jollege, another Bajp

tiet institution,
received most of the groaduates from the sciicol from the
Under the le=aderslhip of (ol: L+ J. Perking and Dre

Jd- . Ficker the school hiers increaced 1is cnrcllient to

cy

more then too huncred stucdents and Licg ¢rovrn to be one of

+

the best Freraratory Zchools in the =t=te or in fact the
Unitec States- Tt is one of tne [ew *Horor" military
schieoles in the Urdited Stetes. This cchicol hag Lsen the
most fmprortant private institution in the county and it
hag up until this time has offered seconlary training that
s far sujerior to that offered Ly the Fuulic Zchools of
the county-

Le of tne county becames educctional

congecicus and bvegan lo make prlong {or another Hich School

at Falouyru. Tn this jesr hovever, the reeple of Fluvanna



and particularly those in and around Palmyra J/ere anxious

to Torm a High School District ard u #Higsh 3chool-

)

3

Flnally alfter much dilberation and many éiccussions w

e

ct+

¢lestrict wes formed, taking in part of several other

districts. Lessrs. Faul Tettit, ¥. P. Haden, and Dr.
ca

T

P« A- Kennicott were aprointed trustees: Trey organized
a high school ut Falimyra and had a high school huiléding
constructed in Palmyra. The school building wss not
conrleted in the fall and school was opened in the Court

70
Housge bLuilding- Cn Cctober 12th filfty-tuo purils
ascembled at the Court House und school began. This
building was not sulted for scheol surpcsce tut under the
5ki11ful aznrgement of Lkies Roge Shepherd, Trinciral, and
vicses George and Tettit,ascistants, the schiool [rogressed:-
By the Tirst of Jenuzry the new sclool building vas completed

J

and the school zoved from the Ccourt Louse to the nev building.
According to an editeorial of the Felwmjra lormal Iifgh
5chiool Echocs, the course for the =chool wes as folliovs:

—— o — —

66— Hollan¢, Salliie Wills, “Hiszoy; of Taln,ra liigh Schoel™,
Pali-ra woreal lii:hh School Belices, 1t 2
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Hork ¢f the Grades
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"Primary--Grade 1. Reoding (rom rriue
sriting from the board and irom resler,
stories orally, additior and subtraction, t=lks on nature,

~orriate Lo the sessons
2

subjectis ayp , 1essons on morals

'\7"“

[

and nanners-

"Grode 2. L&

(ﬂ

ond reader, syrelling book, cony book No. 1.,

- I

adcition, subtraction, multi;ijcetlion, =znd division, siaple

mensures, draving, lsnguage lessons, n=ture stucy, and

lessons on mworsls and manners #3111 be continued throughout
V3

the gradeg-"

"Grade T. Third Reader, 3pelliig, driting, arithucstic,

T4

Sleumertary Geography- "

"Cracde 4. Fourth Reader, Spelliing

(S0 )
s
Senrternce ueking, Fractions, 3tories in mistory, Geogra hy."
"Grammor Gracde 1. Re=ding, Speliing, Gowposition and Letter

""rwde_g; Reacding, Speliing, Writing, Grommar, Common Tecii

———— e

=]
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”
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=

1
7

72—~ Pzluyra lLormel Ligh Zchool Zcheoes, (editorisl by Cleveland

Sadler.)
73-Tuid
74~ Thid
75— Tuid
76- TLid
77-Tuid



Lo

“Grade 3- Reading, Jriting, spelling, Grezomer, Percentage,
and Review of previous work in Arithmetic, Hyglene, and

78
Geography-"

“High School- Grade 1. Comrlete Arithumetic, Algsdb

"
lJt
o
j
(]

Ancient History, Inglish Crammar and Compositicn,
79
Geograrhy "

Grale z— Algebra, Geowmetry, Latin Grammar and Caesar

¥ - H
&0
Agriculture, lMedieval and lLiodern History-!
“Grade Z- Alcevre and Geo.etry, Cicero, Znglish History,
&l
raysics, Zngiish Litersature, Composition."
"liormcl Course-Fedegogy, Feychology, Lzture stucy in scdition
ae
to Hipoh School Cource, 2nd sowme practice in teaching.n
This high echool located in the rter of Palumyra

continued to operate under the grue organizaticn. The

-

provle of the commuwiity wers deligh

ct
T
o,
+
(e}
&\
! )
fde
o
-
!
0
<
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©

school that vould train their children for the higher

institutione of learning and 2lsc give some troining to those

.l-
(]
9]

that were going to teach- The te=chers, ru

U
cooperated with the Superintendent sznd Tructees. During
the school sessions a number of plays ord minstrels vere




given and tihe proceeds of these were giver %o the school

to buy books for the Litrary or {or come ol the other

needs of the school: The school grew in enrollment sud

new

Hi

gh School at Falmyra wa

-

courses and new teachers were =dded. Tn 1213 the

1]

sceredited Ly the State Board

S
57

ol Educztion of Virginia-

Tn 120¢ high school subjects were =2dded Lo the course

84
at Colunibia The pecyple of Columbia met withh the School
Board anc =grecé to pay BE0-30 with the state for 2 nich
b
schoeol huilding- Tn Columbia a Parent Teachers' associ-~
ation vos organized and this orgarnizztion nelped to supple-—
penit the sslaries of the high school teachers. They continued

to do this for & number of years and rsised money for the

g¢

school by mezans of pl=2ys 2nd entertairusents. Tn 1208~
a voung man was Princip =2l a2nd he taugiit only the firet and
v 87
vears of high school work. Miss Susie Sheypherd

second

Wos

year three years of h
followiny seés
taught:
Palmyra that

PR

g5- #public High

g4~
85~
86~
87~
58~

appointEG Principel of the echool i 1910 2nd in this

igh school work wes tzugnhit. The

1

sion all four yecrs ol njgh school Jork was

ac

The course of stuCy was very simiisr to that of

nes alrescy been given.

———

5chool ané rublic Gradtd Schools Teaching
Some Liigh School Brarnchest, Virginie School Reports,

L. LV, (190‘»—5) ﬂ

Elepherd sSusi (Tr.form=ation furunicshed by.)
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Columbia High School dicd not have encugh purils
and teachers to meet the aceredited recuirements of
the St=te Board of Educction until 1912- The State,
however, sent a men up to the school to see what kind
of work #=% was doune there =nd he declared the work
so good thzt the stote gzve the groduntes of the school

-

credit for their work =nd they wvere =dmitted withecut
89

entrence examinstion to the colleges-

Tn the session of 1212-12 there were sever:zl
schools in the county thet ft2ught high school subjects
but only Falmyra High Gchool was 2cceredited by the Stote
Board of Educ:ztion- The following st=tics show the number
of years of high school work that was taught, if the school
was not accredited, the number of purils in the High School
Department, the number of tecchers engzied wholly in high
school work and in most of the years the number of gr=aduates

of the different schools in the county. Tn some of these

years, however, the ngmber of gradustes azre not recorded.
ears

School Session e Ho+ Pupils KNo- Teachers cos
Columbia 1913-14 4 g e
Falmyra " acc - 40 2 4
Carysbrook * 4 18 1
Columbia 1LO14-15 4 29 2

———

59~ Thid
00~ Virginia High School Reports, lst., n. 1p




Palmyra 1914-15 acc-
antioch u 2
Fork Union & 3
Carysbrook o 4
Columbia 1915-~18 4
Palmyra . acce.
antioch " 2
Fork Union 3 P4
Carysbrook s 3
Columbia 1916-1% 4
Palmyra v acc-
Carysbrook u 2
Antioch n 4
Columbiu 1917-18 acce
Palmyra i n
Columbia 1918-19 acce
Palmyra 8 »
91— Tbid, 3rd-, p- 27
92—~ Tbid, 4th., p- 32

03— Tbid, 5th, p- 44-45

94~ Tbid, 1, p- 69

95~ Tbid, 11, p- 54

37
17
19
20
44
4z
30

<G
47
31
26
23

t SR =Y SR SV % I VR VIR IR SR 2
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(91)

(9%)

(93)

(94)

(95)



Columbia 1919-20
Palmyru ¥
Columbia 19220-xl
Paulmyra ¥
Fork Union *®
Columbia 1921-22
Palmyra u
Fork Union #
Columbia 19xe-<3
Palmyra ¥
Fork Union %
Columbia 193~-i4
Falmyra #
Fork Union ¥
Columbia 19<4-C5
Palmyra ¥
Fork Union .
Columbia 1925-x6
Palmyra d

Fork Union ¢

96— Tbid, 111, p- 69

97- Toid, 1V, p- 31
o8- Tbid, V, 37
99-Tbid, V1, p- 40

100-Thid, V11, p- 44

101- Tbid, V111, p- 52

10z- Tbid, 1X, p- 64

31
30

4.

17

34

36
44
32
44
54
35
64
54
49
75
49
43
68
54

. () (6] (&) (6}
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13
10
13
11

14

(96)

(97)

(98)

(99)

(100)

(101)

(10%)



Columbia 1926-27 acce 40 3 4

Palmyra u u b3 3

Fork Union " " 50 3 14 (103)
Columbia 1027-28 ¢ 46 3 1z

Palmyra = ¥ 48 3 3

Fork Union u u 57 3 7 (104)
Columbia 1028-29 u 37 3 4

Palmyra % “ 47 4 8

Fork Union L # 55 3 8 (10%5)
Columbia  1820-20 = 50 ) 8

Palmyra ¥ u 50 4 9

Fork Union # 8 53 4 10 (1086)
Columbia  1930-31 s 45 ) 11

Palmyra i u 69 ) 13

Fork Union u u €9 ) 11 (107)
Columbia  1931-32 u 43 3 9

Palmyra 8 u 41 > )

Fork Union » a 68 3 13 (108)

103-Tbid,X, p- 46

104-Tbid, X1, p- 46

105-Annual Report of the Superintendents of Public Tnstruction,
of Commonwealth of Virginia, X1l

l06~Tbid, X111, p- 34

107-Tbid, X1V, p- 32

108-Tbid, XV, p- 30




Columbia 1932-33 acce 40 3 13
Palmyra u b 51 3 5
Fork Union u & 73 3 8 (109)
Columbia 1933-34 “ 39 3 9
Palmyra u k 74 ] 9
Fork Union & 8 79 3 &l (110)

Since about 1920 high school subjects were taught in
the Kents Store School. This school did not have quite
enough pupils or buildings and it was not accredited by the
State Board of Educztions All four years of high school
work was taught there however and the graduates could take
the state examinations and if they passed this they would
be given certificates or diplomas by the state- The
Superintendent, Mre. Jd. P- Snead, who became assistant
Superintendent in 1925 and Superintendent a few years later
at the death of Mr- Thomas Shepherd, recognized the Kents
Store School as & Junior High School and pupils that attended
this school for three years,and then attended one of the
accredited High Schools of the county the fourth year were
given diplomas just as if they had attended the accredited
gchoal for the whole four years. This school for some
unknown reason is not listed as a Junior High School in
Virginia State Reports-

109— Tbid, XV1, p- 34
110- Tbid, XV11, p- 30



For a number of years Superintendent, J- P. Snead,

worked trying to combine all of the high schools and have

a centralized high school. The majority of the people

of the county were in favor of this plan if it could be
arranged but the people in the vicinity of Palmyra wanted
the school at Palmyra and the people in, and in the

vicinity of Fork Union thought that it should bte at Fork
Union. The people of other portions of the county thought
that nelther Palmyra nor Fork Union should be the location
for the school but favored Carysbrook a more central
location: This was the situation for several years but

Mr. Snead worked on the plan faithfully and finally succeeded
in getting Carysbrook selected for the new centralized
school: By this compromise he won the support of the people
of the county-

Bzfcre the session of 19834-35 Mr. Snead succeeded in
having a $74,000 Centralized High School building erected
at Garysbrook-lll This is a modern, up to date building,
with modern equipment and new furniture throughout, and
motion picture equipment. A federal grant in the form of

112
a gift provided for 30% of the cost of the building-

111~ Snead, J- P-, (letter to author of paper, May 2, 1935)
112- Thbid



The old high school buildings at Columbia, Palmyra,
Fork Union, and Kents Store were given over to the ele-
mentary grades in the fall of 1934 By means of buses
the high school pupils of the county are transported to
the Centralized High School known as "The Fluvanna
Centralized High School:" TIn the beginning of the school
session of 1834 this school opened with an enrollment of
240 high school pupils-l13

This school is very much superior to the 0ld school
and offers the pupils many more educational opportunities.
The people of the county seem to realize they have some-
thing really worthwhile and they are proud of the school-
#Within a years time it has become the socizl center of the
county. The people cooperate with the teachers and ad-
ministrators and the school seems a great success. Fluvanna
has been called one of the backward counties of the state,
in eduecation, and perheps this was true. This, however, is
not true now for the county has surpassed many other counties
that heretofore have been thought superior to Fluvanna- The
people of the county are indeed indebted to Superintendent
Snead for most of the additional educationzl opportunities
now offered by the county.

———— = —

113- Thid



Last year for the first time in the history of the
county high school work was given to negro pupils—llghis
was given only in a one-room building but Mr. Snead says
"iWe are getting rsady te build a high school for negroes
which we expect to have ready by next fall-"ll5 I'n
general it can be said that the people of Fluvanna County
are thoroughly educational conscious and that they are

making sincere efforts to educate their children &nd that

they are rather succegsiul-.

114~
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