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35 
the soldiers. But at the time he wished Congress 

would do something to make V1r(1n1a1s �~�o�n�e�y� acceptable 
36 

in all the Thirteen Colonies. He felt this could 

be done by esta.b11si,i1nc:. an Exchange for the Continental 

�:�~�o�n�e�y� which was to a certain extent based on the 
37 

credit of each colony. Consequently he thouc;ht the 

individual colonies should accept the money issued 

by other colonies.. Besides, he ea.id tti t io expected, 

and l think with the greatest Reazon that a just 

pror;ortion of the Expenses 1ncurr'd for the necessary 

Defe:ise of this.country will be made a Continental 
38 

Charge!' 

Early in 1776 Nicholas acknowledged receiving. 

the paper for small notoo but complained about its 

He felt the people would not honor the 
39 

poor qua11 ty. 
4C 

money since they were so influenced by appearanceo. 

ln connection •"ri th tl".is Nicholas felt 1 t would be 

35. Hobert carter Nicholas to the continental consress. 
November 10, 1775, Julian Boyd, editor, Papers 21.: Tho:nas 
tTef.i'orson, (Princeton: .Princeton University Prcsn a 1951), 
I • 254-256 • 

36. !!4Q. .. 

37. lb1d. -
38. Ibid. 

39. �~�.�,� l, 266-266. 

40. Ibid. -



17. 

wioe for Congress to take under its charge as soon as 

convenient a.s many Virginia troops a.s feasible and 
41 

supply them w1th Continental Honey.· such a move 

would allow V1rsinia to use a great part of its 

money for other purposes. 

Shortly after this. Nicholas summed up many of 

the financial problems of Virginia in a letter to . 

Geore;e V.Jaehi11g,ton. He had euggee ted to the General 

Assembly that they raise money to help pay the expenses 

incurred in defense of the country in the northern 
42 

Colonies, but they had been unable to do ao. 

lndeed, according to Nicholas, the relegates had 

been forced to borrow money to pay for arms purchased 
L+3 

for Virginia.· The remedy, however, was in sight. 

congress had agreed· to take over.part of Virginia's 

troops on continental pay which would allow Virginia. 
44. 

to exchange its ~oney for continontal money. To 

Niche.las, :1 t was surprising in light of the u.11ion 

41. 1.!?.±Q .. 

42. Peter ,iorce, editor, American brc 1·1ves, 
(~aahington: M. Gt. Clair Clark and Peter Force, 4th 
Series, lBl.~4) t lV, 920. 

43. lbid. 

44. Ibid, 



Of the colonies in other respects, that Virginia's 

currency was not acceptable at ua.r value in other 
45 

colonies. 

soon after this Nicholas was forced to resign 

18. 

as Traa.surel:" by a provision which forbade members of 

the House of Burgesses to hold a remunerative state 

office. I~ was undoubtedly with a great senso of 

personal pride to him when the House accepted his 

resignation with a. note that he had "faithfully d:ta-
46 

charged" the duties of his office. 

Thia praise along with others of a si~11ar nature 

was certainly justified considering the condition of 

V1r31nia. • s finances after t!·ie Robinson debacle. Nicholas 

wa.s able to re-establish the Treaoury on such a firm 

foundation that .Richard Bland commented tho.t the English 

merchants who formerly opposed paper money were now 
47 

th0 chief obstacles to its return to the Treasury. 

46. ~t'illia.m w. Henins, ~ statutes At rar5e £!: 
Vire;inia, (Hichmond: J. and G. Cochran, 1821), IX• 199. 

47. Tyler, William and Marv ouarterly, XX, 227-228. 



19. 

CHA.P'l'~H 4 

DEFENSE OF PAPER MONEY 

Throughout Nicholas•a reign as Treasurer the 

Currency Act prohibited the issuanco of money as lesal 

tender. But it was legal to issue paper money for 

the pa.yment of public and private debts if acceptable 

to all parties concerned. 

Though Nicholuo wo.s fur from being an ardent 

advocate of pa.per money he vigorously defended the 

emission of it when necessary; provided it was ably 

managed and ·bac1tod up by sufficient funds. In answer 

to an extract of a letter addressed to the attention 

of the British Merchaats in the Virr:;in1a Gazette 

on July 29, 1773 which attacked Virginia's fina.ncial 

policy Nicholas published a history of paper money 

from its first introduction 1n Vir01n1a. 

The extra.ct stated the Assefl'lbly wa.s recltlessly 

emitting almost 37,000 pounds in new po.per money 

when 8,000 pounds was still outstanding, although 

taxes rind been collected for the purpose of rodec:ninG 
48 

them in 17.70. Nicholas ts history declared he had 

48. Purdie and Dixon, QE.• ,ill., J11ly 29, 1773. 



never been an "Advocate for Pa.per Money" and the great 

,majority of the members of the House of Burgesses was 

opposed .. to it except under the most urgent necessity .. 

However, 1 t was the "Opinion of many ,Judicious 

Persons that a moderate Quantity of Puper established 

upon competent Funds, if i~ could be effectually 

guarded against .F'orgor1es, would be of great Ut:i.11 ty 
49 

to thi3 country~' 

At the beginning of tho French and Indian war, 

Virginia preferred borrowing until there were so 

mo.ny requi s:l ti on a from the crm;in, there "arose an 

absolute Necessity of having recourse to a Paper 
50 

currency~ Then Virginia, long after many other 

colonies, issued pa.per money which was backed up 
51 

by funds va.~ued at less than their actual value. 

But the demand was so great for several successive 

years that during the war it was necessary to issue 
52 

various amounts at close intervals. Since each 

issue had different.Red0mption dates,·it became 

49. Tyler, .kll:lliam and Hari quo.rterl:t. XX, 231-232. 

50. Ibid., P• 232. 

51. l bid. 

52. !bid., p. 233. -
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iopoooible to levy tnxaa which would oink un ontire 
53 

e~1ao1on at one time. 

The great vnrioty of money in c1rculnt1on mndo 

1 t noccoeury for t~1e Treanurcr to accept whu tovor 

money wc.o offered for taxes-otherwise tho wholo 
54 

systc:n t-.oulcl have collo.paod. ln addition tho 

Robinson o.ffa1r had cnuocd a gront dco.1 of confuc.ion. 

From tho end of tho weir U!1til 1769 no papor 

money was 1eoued. Then aue to a noyo.l roqu1o1t1on 

of 2,500 pounds atcrlinc to po.y oxpcnooo for t 1 ·0 

C:ro.wins of a. line between t!ic Colo:iy and Chorolrnc 

country, 10,0CO po~nda of non-lagnl tender par.er 

mono:>-· wr.o issued v.nd r:iudc rcdeo:':lnblo on ilovcmbor 20, 
t: c: . 
.,/.,,1 

l'I 71. 

In 1771 t~~ rivcro flooded and dcotroyed lnrcc 
56 

qun.nti ties of tobacco ntorccl in public wo.ro:-iouDco. 

The !iouoe of Bureossca was required by luw to pay 
57 

for all tobacco do."';1a0od in public wo.rohouooo. Thuo 

53. lliil· 
54. ~. 
&:.. , .•. l tid •• p. 2;6. ~.;• 

56. 1.£1.Q.' p. 237. 

57. 1.!ll&· 



22. 

the Aase:nbly convened 1n July C.'1d 1onuod 30,000 poundo 
58 

of paper money which wna rcdeoina.ble r:ecc-nber 10, 1775. 

N1cholan statod tot~ of these e~1ss1ons woro 

"6enoro.l~ prefei reel to any other :~oney in tho Colony" 

o.nd morchantG and t~e public Bupportod the~ by cx-
59 

chu.nc1n5 eold and silver for the notco. 

Enrly in 1773 ~1chol~n d1ocovo~cd thnt both 

cmi~Gions tcd been expertly countcrfoitcd. Governor 

Dunr:lc..rc, on tho advice of :ric::olns, :Peyton z:nndolph 

und John i\:.ncolph who all 11vcc:: in ~i11Un.mobur5, 
62 

culled the AB8e~bly to doo.l with the problc~. Tho 

House of BurgeoE.cn mot in l~o.rch and after connic1cr1nc 

othor poso1b111t1oo eec1acd ti~o only o.ltcrnntivo wna 

to 1soue mere p~pcr money since 1t wo.a i~posa1blo to 
61 

borrow money at a reo.nono.ble rnto. 

ln ordor to dotor::iino how ;,uch ;;o~c:; nhould bo 
62 

e~1ttod thero wuo an nud1t of the fundc 1n c1rculnt1on. 

lt wo.o found t~;nt fror:i the o-,1rrn1on3 of 1769 a.nG. 1771 
63 

36 ,834 pounds were Gt111 outstn.·~c!ins. The roaoonn 

58. lb1u. 

60. John r. Kennedy, cC:1 tor, ,iournn.ln of .!:..:.:.£ ::ouoo 
of DurfjOGncs, (i\1c:1'.:lond: 'Ii1e Colo;.1al l'ronr;, 1~11:..), ):JJJ,X-.Xl. 

Gl. Tyler, ~11111a.::i er.cl :-'.c.r': Quo.!'to:~ly, XX, 238. 

62. ill.£. 



for such a large sum etill in circulation were as 

sto.tea above-the grent variety of money and the fa.ct 

that people pa.id their taxes in whatever money they 

had. 

1 t was dec:tded to give the frreasurer one month 

to borrow whatever sums he could to redeem f:irot tho 
64 

notes 1osued in 1769 and then those of 1771. lf 

he wus unable to borrow a sufficient amount of funds 1 he 

was empowered to 1osue new notes which wel:'e redeemable 

June 1, 1774 to be exchanged for the notes of 1771 
65 

but not tho.se of 1769. Thus the total amount to 

be emitted would not exceed 29,000 pounds s'ince this 
66 

was the total amount of 1771 notes in circulation. 

In add1 tion Nicholas was hopeful the sho1"'t life span 
67 

of the new notes would allow h1m "to do with less ~1 

In early ;.)eptember of 1773 another letter signed 

a 11Virg1nian t• from Stafford County appeared in the 

Gazette that complained about Virginia's fiscal 
68 

policies. It stated paper money ca.used 1fnanifold 

64. lbid •• p. 2il·l. 

66 • 1.E1£l. , p • 24 2 • 

67. 1b1d. 

6b. Purdie and Dixon, Ql2• cit., September 2, 1773. 





25. 

and supplied and Stafford County "would speedily have 
73 

become a frontier~' To back up the money a tax ·we.a 

levied on such articles as tobacco and Wheel Carriages 

und would have boen redeemed on time except for 
74 

. Robinson.ts mismanagement. 

l:icholns conceded the issut:i.nce of more than 

500;000 pounds in the war.was "perhaps more than this 
75 

country could have conYeniently borne!' Hut in 

answer to the "Vire;:inian 1 s 11 charge the main reason 

for the rise of the Exchange was an excess of paper 

money• r:e argued that, although this was a contributing 

factor, the primary reason for the rise was Virginia.•s 
76 

unfo.vore.ble balance of trade with England_. 

While a5reeing with the Virginian that prices rose 

as the a.:nount of mone:y in circulation increased, 

Nicholas pointed out that other factors also increased 

prices. 1£he mo.rketa.ble value of traded goods and the 

fa.ct that as the planters' debts rose there was more 

competition between merchants for the planters goods 

73 .. Ibid., p. 24·7. 

?Lt-. ~. 

75. J..1&fi. 

76. Ibid. 



77 
were just as important in determining prices. In 

addition it wo.s just as true that as prices rose the 
78 

planter received more for his products. 

As further evidence paper money did not absolutely 

affect. the exchange rate, Nicholas reviewed briefly 

the fluctuations of the Exchange. From April, 1751 

to April, 1755 when no paper money was in the colony 
79 

tLe Exchange varied from 27t% to 30% above par. 

While 1n 1766 when 2oc,ooo pounda of notes were in 

circulation the Exchange was at 25% and 1n May, 1771, 

was at 201~ and continued a.t the same rate in October 

even though 30 1 000 pounds of new notes were issued 
Bo 

to pay for the tobacco destroyed in public warchous_es. 

Nicholas contended the fluctuations of the 

Bxchan5e ware not due to paper money but in proportion 

to the number of Bills of E.xoha.nge compared to the 
81 

quantity of money available to purchase them. For 

77., ! bid., p. 249. 

78. Ibid, 

79. !.!&Q.' p. 255. 

80. Ibid. 

81. 1!?1f1.· 



example, after the increase of British imports in 1771 

the bills became scarce and the exchange rate rose~ 

Thus Nicholas stated the monetary ills of Virginia. 

were not due to paper money but to the a.dvGrae 
b2 

balance of trade,. He felt if this were corrected 

thore \'muld be no rise in the exchange rate even if 
83 

tho quantity of money wa.s greatly increased. 

ln an attempt to correct this adverse balance 

of trade Nicholas was a member of the Williamsburg 

Society of f;:anufa.cturt:~rs. Thi a wa.s p1 .. oba.bly an 

organization similar to a t1ot.1ern day Chamber of Commerce. 

ln addition he was on the Committee to Encourage 
Bl~ 

Manufactu.rin5 in Virginia 1n the House of Burgesses. 

b3. ~·, p. 256. 

8lt-• John Pinckney, ed:itor, ~Virginia Ga.z.ette, 
(Microfilm in the Virginia state L.J.brary), H.arch 30t 1775. 
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Ctr·· ?T'"R 5 i ii,.;: k~ ' 

NICHOLAS VS. RANDOLPH 

Moot boolrn that mention Hobert curter Nicholas 

describe him as a typical conservative of ·the Tide

water rlanters group and a few 50 so far as to call 

him a reactionary. It seems apparent that the 

labels applied to Nicholas and possibly the time at 

which they are applied depend in the final analysis 

on one's m·m clef'inition. Nicholas, as shown in 

Cht.:iptor I was one of the first Virginians to oppose 

.Enc;land's levying of internal taxes on the colonies. 

But it is true that he wa.s conservative to a certain 

extent in opposition to the stamp Act. It is lrJlown 
85 

that he opposed Patricl: Henry's f3tamp Act Heeolution. 

Thoush a la.ck of records fail to confirm definitely 

whether or not ho oupported the stamp Act boycott, 

h1a future vigorous cha.mpionine; of the boycotts 

o.fter the Townshend a.nd Coercive Acts makes it almost 

certain he did support the boycotts after the stamp Act. 

85. 'fyler; William a.nd Mary Quarterly, !XX, 258-259. 



Nicholus was not one to ch~nge his mind. ·In fact his 

opposltion to £n.gland was based on the same h'lsic 

principles and bc11ef s throughout his career. 

He was convinced that the American cause was just 

o.nd sacrificGd both ti;ne and money to the effort; 

however, he was much more reluctant to sevet- the ties 

with .Sngla.nd than the va.ot mn.jol"i ty of Americans. 

Nicholas himself furniahed the bent summary of his 

pos1 tlon in a letter to Jolm riorton shortly after the 

enactment of the Townshend /;.cts 11hen he said: 

Let but things return to the:l.1~ old Channels,. 
thl:'ough which mutual and recip:rocal Advanta5es 
flow to us all, and I shall ever be happy in our 
Connections. we affect not, we have not the 
mont distant Wioh of un Indopendency. We only 
want a free enjoyme~1t of our Birth Rights; 
poosibly they mu.y be wrestled from us, but the 
Amei.,ic~ns, r 86opc l a.m persUl<l.cled; vdll never 
rosisn thom. 

Nicholao wo.s firmly committed to opposine; the 

'l'ol'mshond ;\eta,. He i·:e.s not for any procipi t<.>.te a.ctiono 

but he strongly supported the colonial boycotts. 

Although hG 0xpressed concern for Britaina who wore 

advcrnely affected by the boycotta; he justified 

86,. Robort carter Hichola.s to John Norton,. October 
); 1768, Norton I'a.pers, (Hanuscripts in the colonial 
Willia~nsburg Archives, Willio.msburg, Virginia) .. 



30~ 

America's actions on the grounds that Farliament through 
87 

a s:1ne;le act could rectify the situation. 

ln .Novcraber 1769 Governor Botetourt notified 

the House of Burgesses that the 'Iownsl1cnd Acts were 

to bEJ pa.rt:1a.lly repealed. This paved tho way for 

friendly relations between the Governor and the House 

of Burgesses and Nicholo.s exnect0d a rapprochement of . Bo 
Amer·1can and British differences. This was apparently 

realized in the spring of 1770 when all the duties 

except on tea were repealed a.nd the country nettled 

d.ovm to three years of peace and quiet. 

In the spring of 1773 Englund passed the Tea 

Act which br'Ju5ht on a. storm of protent in America. 

Then in an efi'ort to punish and 1sola.to I:oaton for the 

Boston Tea .Party the Coercive Acts were paaoed. But 

1neteud of isolating the city a wave of sympathy 

sweot through America for the beleagured city. 

Thus on May 24, 1774 Nicholas introduced in the 

House of Burgesses a. resolution conceived by Tho:na.s 

87. Robert Curter Nicholas to Arthur Lee, May :;, 1769, 
"Excerpts from Lee Papers~· John Thompson, editor, 
southe:rn. Literary Messenger, (Richmond.: Ma.cfa.rla.ne,. 
Ferguson and company, 1858}• XX.VII, 184-185. 

88. Ibid., Robert Carter Nicholas to Arthur Lee, 
December 29, 1769, 



Jefferson, to make June 1st a. day of Fasting, Humiliation 
89 

and l'rayer, i3.S a show of sympathy for the people of 

Boston who were bearing the brunt of the Intolerable 

Acts. Shortly afterward there appeared an anony:nous 

pamph~_ot that defendGd England's action and ridiculed 

the Day of Fu.sting and I,;aer·ica.ns in general. lt 

hus since been pr>oven that the author was John 

nundolph, Attorney Goner£.:i.l of the Colony and brother 

of .Peyton Handolph. 

Bandolph believed thu. t the so-called .Pa trio ts 

were merely poli ticia.ns who wore rrrunning . the Htl,ce 

of I·opuluri ty 11 to gain the f 1ckle act: laim of the 
·90 

crowd .. Although the American leaders were the 

1'grea.test sticklers for the liberty of others;' 

they were "the most abject Sla.ven in l?oli ticks 1t 

91 
with no opinion of theil ... 01m. 

The actions of the champions for legislative 

supremacy in America, Randolph believed, were up-

setting the balance in the Virginia Constitution 

which with its tripartite division of Governor, 

89. Kennedy, .Qll• .9.l!.,XIll, 124. 

90 • .Swem, .Q.Q• cit .. , p. 17. 

91. Ibid. 



council and House of Burgesses compared favorably to 

E;ngland'a constitution. Thus the true patriot was 
92 

one who worked to preserve this harmony. 

The dispute over taxation between America and Great 

b'r'1 tain, according to Randolph• had cut off the 

interchange of ideas on the subject and ha.d become a 
93 

moot question. 2a.rlia.ment could enforce but neVGJ:' 

convince the Colonists of the l(:;gality of their 

actions; while the Ame1~1ca.nn could 11argue till 
94 

Doomsday" and find Parliament deaf to their pleas. 

The only sensi blo al terna.t1 ve wc-:.s for the Colonl sta 

to acquiesce since l:..ngland «'ill.S the ii.lost powerful 

countr;y on earth and even "the most stubborn must 
95 

yield to superior Force~ 

Then rather strongly Eandolph asserts the erowlng 

strength of America. m.al-ces it evid(;)nt the day will come 

when she 11will acknowledge no Superiority to another" 
96 

and beco111e independent. Yet 1f' England would govern 

tho Colonic::; to their satie:ra.ction, tho result would 

92. l bid.; p. ··20. 

93. J_t&Q., p. :21. 

94. illQ .. 

95. 1 bid. 

96. Ibid. -· 



be mutually beneficial; while a continued quarrel 

would muk:e a split inevitable. England would be 

ruined and ilmerica would fall to the will l!of Eiome 
97 

desi:o tick Prince~' 

33 .. 

In the recent Gaspee Affair Randolph thought the 

Lritish had been very moderate even thoush the Gaspoe 

::i:::.d been at ta.cl~ed in a violent manner. A court of 

inquiry ho.d at tc:npteu to persuade 11 th0 bot tor clasn 

of people" to turn the offc:aders in; but failing to 

de thin they proceeded no further dispite tho fact 
98 

' they were insulted in L1.ll the nowspupers. 

1n Boston the populace had uctod so .unwarrantably 
99 

1 t was i;:npos si ble to defend thei.r actions. Handolph 

fol t ti:1e Bostonians should have refused to buy the 

tea if they <lid not w<l.nt it. Instead. they i1ad 

illegally boarded the s~ips and thrown the tea 

into the sea. T!:is to Eandolph was a.n indofonsible 

excess by headstron5 people and should have been 
100 

publicly condemned by all the colonies. 

97. l bid. t p. 22. 

98. lb1d •• p. 24. 

99. 1 bid.' P• 27. 

100. ~., p. 28. 



According to nandolph, the Bri U. Dh Hini stry 

passed an net to punish the Bontonians for two reasons .. 

F1rst, the people of Bocton attacked the ships on 

the m1stakcn belief the C:rown was engc.ged in behind 
. 101 

the scenes activities for th0 East India CoMpany. 

This vras a. m:tstv.lrnn assumption ni:nce &.n English 

Admiral present at the.time of the Tea Party refused 
102 

to intervene, 0ven thouc.h he wa.s enjoined to do so. 

rs.rlic.ment, therefore, cons~dered the Bostonians acted 
103 

d1.srespectful to the crown and worthy of censure, 

Secondly, the G·aspce t.ffair had shown that ':vi thout 

Parliamentary 1nterv~ntion justice would not be 
104 

ce.rried out. · Ancl even if by some chance the offiZnders 

were co.ucht "whnt reason was there to expect on the 
105 

Trial a dispussiona te Judge or a disinterested .rury? 11 

The Acts h&d been aimod only at Boston to show 

there was no intention.of harmin3 the other colonies 
J..06 

£.ts lone as they did not commit the same offenso. 

Randolph admitted tl1e stipulation that the whc .. rf be 

101. l bid.' p. 28. 

102. lbid. 

103. -b'i d 
~· 

104. 1.1?1&· 
105. ,lbid. 

106. .;r bi cl. ' p. 27. 



closed was extracting pr1 va.te property from people 
107 

who wore perhaps in."1ocent. But he wn.s convinced 

that when the East India Company was p.'.lid back the 
108 

entire Act would be repEHJ.leC.. 

Randolph believed, as stated above, the colonies 

should he.ve publicly condemned t:::te Bostonians' actions. 

Instead, the Vir3inia House of Burgesses had proposed 
109 

e. <f)E;.~' of Funttnc i'ihich ac carried out was a s'".u.m. 

~11 the observers had done wae to delay their meuls 
110 

until nisht. 

In adc i tlon. the House of Bur50ssec, i:mned ie. tcly 

aftor being dinaolved for proposing the Fast Dey, 

h<~d entcr·od into an Association u.g.s.inst 2n5ln.nd 
lll 

which \R?.s extrc:ne. If the Association had been 

leveled only tt t the future it1po:cte.tion of too.• :t t 

mi5~1t have bec:1 reasonable enoush; but to proposo 

tho.t even the tea a.lreacy in the country Wl'.'.s r.ot 
112 

to be usod wc.s mu·0asonable. It wr.s poscible the 

sudden stop::;)ine; of such a he.bit would cndan30:r 

101. 1.l?l.£1 •. 

108 • .11!Q. .. 

109. l.J21sl. t p. 29. 

110. l..219.· 
lll. 1 bid., p. 30. 

112. Ibid. 1 PP• 30-31. 



113 
the health of the people. 

nevertheless Randolph was convinced the Association 

would fail. England was too strong to be seriously 

o.fi'ected from the decrease in her trade. 'l'hus the 

colonists should apply themselves t.o farming, peace, 

the encoura.5ement of manufacturing and look to Enc.land 
lJA, 

for protection. 

On August 4, 1774 a notice signed "A £~ember of 

the late and present House of Bur5osBes 11 appeo.red in 

the Virginia Gazette which announced a reply to na.n-
115 

dolph 1 s pu:nphlet. This o.nmver to Handolph 's 

pamphlet wo.s written by Nicholas nnu represented 

a detailed rt:-'futat1on of his basis contentions. 

Ao sta tecl above, !Iicholas contor,dcd his adversa:i:y•s 

display of the beauties of the ::.:nglich Const1 tut1on 
116 

wa.a utri tc ~' I_;'urthermore Randolph's faccou~1 t of the 

Ga.spec Affe.ir made it appear to someqnc unacquainted 

with the facts that all the colonies hud actively 
117 

taken part in th0 cscupadc. Nothing wclf:i further 

113. ~., p. 31~ 

115. PUrdio e.nd Lixon, 912. cit., /,u;;;ust 4, 1774. 

116~ L\'10ID$.£ill.• cit., p. l~2. 



118 
from the truth. 

Although it was true the ministry had been insulted 

in the newspapers, Nicholas reminded Randolph of a 
119 

few 11trifling Circumstances" i-1a had failed to mention. 

A court of lnquiry wa.s set up in a country where courts 
120 

were regularly established. And under the law the 

guilty would have beon tranaportec)_ to England whore 

without witnesses, friends, relatives or benefit 

of trial by their peers, they would have beeµ tried 
- 121 

for their lives. It was these un-important details 
122 

that alarmed the entire Continent. 

In commenting on the Boston Tea Party Nicholas 
.. 

advocated a suspension of judgment until all the facts 

-.~ere known on whether or not the actions of the Boston-

io.ns wero unwa.rru.ntb.ble. He agreed the wanton 

destruction of property was abominable but could 

eaa1ly imagine a. situation in which an a.ct of oppression 

forced the·viotem to retaliate with whatever means 

118. 1bid. 
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120 .. Ibid. 

121. l Lid., pp. 53-54. 

122. Ibid., - p. 54. 


