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Preface

Temperance as an oraanired reform beaen &t the end
of tle American Revolutionary War, its leaders inspired by
the ravaces declt by @alccholis to the soldiers ancd sailors.
At first self-control was desired; later self-denial was
its dominant theme. Limited as it was, the temrerance
crusade, led by the aristocracy ard tle cleroy, was natur=
ally gracdual in accuiring acceptence and .strength. The
course of its development from tlel780's until the mid-
1830’'s was one of moderate demands, as compared with the
later extremism, and one led by the fiery clerics and their
assenblies, compared to the later common lay leadership.
" v These crusaders saw their land in &gredt_ need of

immediate reform,

.-» in @ country where there is no excuse of
want on the one hand, or of hahits of convi-

viality on the other... Certain it 13 ttat the
vice threatened to poison society.

They recognized the possibkbilitircs for reform; trev were
vast and unknown, excitirg and exhilerating. The American
concitions were a challenoe and an oprorturity for social

reformation which, in tre long run, did not go unmet.
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Michaud, a Frenchmen travelina in America at the turn
of the nineteeuth century, observed a widespread passion
for hard liquors among those he met. This habit, he no-
ticed, often resulted in excessive drinking, particularly
since rum, brandy ahd whisky were readily obtainahle. 2
Many other forelgners, among them John Melish, Harriet
Martineau, James'Stuart and Charles Janson, had similar
thoughts and exeerieﬁces. 3 These men and women traveled
through every sectiou of thegcountrv and, althovgh they
might not have cehsciously realized it, they saw the rea-
sons for such heartyfcensumption.

The benevoleneevand generesity of nature was the cause
The fertile soil the abundant'rainfall and the excellent
GIOWlng seasons bro‘aht r1ch harvests to many farmers. -
Vast surpluses of qrclns and fruits were availabh'e for
those unable: to purchase the imported wines and brandies,
Cider weas always avallable. Peaches grapes, blackberries
and cherrles were 1ncred1ents for delicious cordials and
wines. Easily grown gralns made excellent malt and brewed
beverages.4 If there was a lack of any necessary ingredient,
the farmer simply made substitutes, creagting their own
concoctions, some harmful,kmany distasteful anc a few desir-
able. |

If barley be wantiug to make into malt,
We must be content and think it no fault,

For we can make liquor to sweeten our lips,
Of pumpkins, and parsnin»s, and welnut-tree chips. ©



Such new beverages were mead, mulled wine, cherry bounce,
sling, perry, toddy and flip, the latter a combination of
beer, sugar and rum given its particular flavor by the

e oo
insertion of a hot poker. ©

Each region, because of its reletive proximity to the
ocean, its particular economic concitions and its subse-
guent trade, had its favorite beveraces. In the MNew Eng-
land area, where the triangular trade was a major source
of comierce, rum or “Jamaica spirits,” 7 a product of
distilled West Indian molasses, became very popular. It
beceme so desirable and so genernally consumed that verses
were composed to perpetuate this demendence on rum.

Their only wish and only prayer

From the present worlc to the world to cgome

Was a string of eels and a juo of rum.

Besides rum, cider was a welcomed refreshment in the
Northeast. According to Horace Greeley, a karrel of cider
a week was the usual allotment for & Vermont family. 9
Since it could be produced quite easily wherever there
were apple trees, it was consumed in quite large ‘quantities.

In his Recollections, Greeley characterizcd the predomi-

nance of these two drinrs in rural Vermont.

In my childhood there was no merry-making, there
was no entertainment of relatives or frirncs,
there was scarcely a casual gathering of two or
three neighbors for an evening’s social chat,
without strong drink., Cider always, while it
remained cdrinkable without severe contortion of
the visace; rum at seasons and on all occasions
were recuired &énd nroviced. No house or barn
was raised without a rountiful suprly of the



latter and generallv of both. A weddinc with-
ouvt tocdcy, 'flip’, ’sling’, or ’'vunch’ with
run undiscuised in abundance. would have been
deemed a poory mean affair, even among the
penniless~-ld

The nmore wealthy, and often the more thrifty, of the
northerners distributed wine, gin and brandy at gather-
ings. These thev had imported from Eurooe.

The seabosrd planters in the South, Ieing the weal-
thier element of the population, also imnorted vast quan-
tities of wine and brandy. However the men of the back-
countryvdrank corn whiskXx, a less exnensive local brew,
or peach brandy, asz in Georgia. The author of an old
treatise on early citizens of Georgia stated that the pro-
duction and distrilwtion of brandy were the most profita®le
of all employments. He told of Micaiah lMcGehee, the first
settler on the Broad River to plant a&n orchaxd, the,peaches of
which annually netted him $1600, a large income for the
period and location. ' ' . Juch peaches made a delicious
brandy.

On the frontier, home grown products and homemade
liguors weie'universally consumed. Instead of rum or
peach brandy, corn whisky was the principal canse of drun-
kenness. Originally distilled from grains for home con-
sumption, it soon became a comnmerical favorite, James
Finley, the famous Methodist revivalist, notecd that it
was substituted for currency in some sections of the

West.12 The settlers around Lexincton, Kentucky paid



their church cues with whisky. Ofter in the hill regiors
whisky was the ornly product common to everyore, and there-
fore used as barter. '

The popularity of all these beveraces, corh,whisky,
peach brandy and rum, was greatly enhanced by the Revolu-
tionary War periocd. This was especially true of whlqky
which was readily aveiléble, whereas good rum was very
difficult to obtain. When the war broke out, each gélony
was requested to provide the best licuor attainable for
its militia; records show that poor whisky was the cﬁiéf
product furnishted. The strenuous efforts made to accuire:
it indiccte the widespread use of whisky.14

Following the war, the American social conditions
and customs were altered, All of the immediate and inevit-
able results of warfare, laxity in soci&l controls and in
the religious restrictiors, the example of the immoral life
in camp and on battlefielc, led to a w1de acceptance by |

15..

farmers, soldiers and merchants of drinking to eyceos.:

The first serious, thouch ineffective, effdrto aqalnot
the use of distilled liquors as beveraaes began at thlc tlme.
During the ‘ar of Independence the hahit was qrow1nq 1n 1nten-
sity and demanded the attention of public leaders, andwthelr
influence toward restriction. The politicalrleaders; trose of
the aristocracy ard of wealth, were the first to recoqnize‘

and openly move against the evils associated with



drunkenness. The moral leaders of the established churches
and of the new sects, and tlose of the mecical nrofession
soon identified the crusade as their own and became avid
organizers of tlte temperance movement,

The major political leacders of the periocd, Georae Wash-
ington, John Adams and Benjamin Frarnklin, were resoiutely
oprosed to drunkenness and the evils it produced. John
Adams, as early as 1761, reflected openly on the preponder-
ance of drunkenness and the evils of the "tippling taverns.”
Then only twentv-five years old,. he recordecd in his “Jour-
nal”

(I) discharged my venom to Bill Veasey acdainst

the multitude of roverty, ill-government, and

ill effects of licensed houses, and tre timor-

our temper, as well as the criminal 6¢siqn, 0{6

the select men who grant them aprropriation. -

With such an influential person presentinc strong oprosi-
tion, 4+t—4s—not-surprisina-that Adam’s villace of Brain-
tree, lMassachusetts voted to allow no person in the town
to be licensed to sell spirituous liquors. 17

Benjamin Franklin, a champion of all progressive
reforms, was anothcr man desiring more imoderation among
his Americans. He was a man of morc abstemious halits
than was Adams. As a journeyman printer in London, Frank-
lin often admonished his fellow workers on their drinking
habits. Throvchout his later life, *’amid the allurements
of exalted stations, even at the dissivated court of

France,’"18 he remained oprosecd to all liguors.



These men, along with other volitical leaders in the
1774 Contincntal Con-ress, wrote and adopted a manifesto
against the evils inherent in and caused by intoxicants.

Resnlved, That it be recommended to the several

Legislatures of the United States immediately

to pass laws the imost effectual for putting an

imnediate stop to the mernicinus practice of

distilling grain, by which thle most extensive

evils are likely to be derived, if not quickly

preventea.

Little was accomplished by this somewhat weak direc-
tive. Only one state, New Hampshire, chose to follow the
advice of the Continental Conaoress. Eighteen months
after tte manifesto was issuecd, in Avgust 1775, the New
Hampshire legislature passed a preamhle and resolution in
which it lamented the great prevalence of intemnerance,
and sucgested thet the liquor given to soldicrs on muster
days shoulcd ke reduced, and that tley should le comnletely
eliminated on the dzvs of the officers’ elections. This
made little impression on the puklic, it beinao too supcr-
ficial and unenforceable to restrain the contemrorary
social customs. 20

Durinc the war, Genercl George Washinoton exerted lis
influence to moderate the soldiers’ drinking. On March 25,
1776 he issued orders at Cambridge, Massachusetts recommen-
ding trat all officers of the Continsntal Army do their
utmost to prevent soldiers from visiting the numcrous
tiprnling rouses.

Washington’s firm exam—~le wés followed by many leading
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militerv men and legislative bocdies durino t'e war. The
Pennsvlvania Colonial Assembly on April 4, 1776 recuced
the daily rations to one guart of small beer per soldier.
Maryland set the rations for the Maryland militia and
troops in the Continental Army &t one-half ~int rum daily
per man, The other colonies followec these examples, that
of Pennsvlvania being the more popular, perhaps ecause
of the cuantity. The Continental Congress in September
1776 Urohibited the sale of all liquors to soldicrs, thus
recognizing the work of the colonies &nd attemntinog creater
uniforuitv.zl

These politiédl and military attemnts to limit and
eventuwally restrict intemverance were followed in the carly
national period by Congressional'action.‘ Interest in tem§
perance, as a reSuit 6f drinking excesses in the camns and
on the battlecfields, haé increased greatly. This wes illus-
trated clearly by the féct that fiéures on *the importetion
and production of hard liguors frem the early census rerorts
were widely quoted among those well-informned @nd interested
nembers of society. Alexeéndrr Hamilton, the first Treas-
vrer of the United States, was one of the most well-informed,
He was quite conderned arout procuring revenues through
taxcs ancd imposts on distilled ligquors. In 1787 he urged
Congress to acceot such a tex. He published this sugges-

tion in the Federalist two years later. 22

Hamilton wes not alone in his efforts, & fact verified

by a 1789 Congressional dekete on taxing imposts. Homorekic



Rocer Sherman of Connecticut sugrested a tax on West In-
dian rum of f{ifteen cents per gallon, A HMr. Lawrence of
New York felt that this would probably result in more smuca-
alirg. A Pennsvlvanisn, Mr, Fitzsimmons, replied that there
were
No object from which tley could collect revenues
more to ke subjected to a high duty than ardent
spirits of every kind, and if they could lay the
duty so hicgh as to lessen the consumntion any degrees
the better, for it is not an article of necessity
but og lwiury, and a luxury of the most pernicious
kind.23
Madison of Viroinia agreed with Fitzsimmons , saying
I would tax this article with as hich a duty as con
be collected, and I am sure, if we judoe from what
we have heard and seen in the several parts of the
Union, that it is the sense of the people of Ameri-
ca that this arti”%j should have ¢ dnty imrosed upon
it weighty indeed.
ith such growing unanimity on this question end
the subsecuent pressure for a law, Congress included in
the Revenue Act of 1791 an excise tax to limit ligquor sel-
ling. 25 Hamilton felt that this mioht bring to the govern-
ment as much as $826,000. However before it could be enacted
nationally the second Conoress in 1792 amended tlis act by
the addition of more restrictions. They includec 6 sped al
tax on foreign liquors, stricter licenses for distilleries,
aré an increase in the amount of duty on distilled liquors.26
Reagretably, the immediate resvlt of this law was the
Whisky Rebellion in western Pennsylvania in 1792, onnosition

which dramatical'ly revealted the local irportance and pre-

dominance of domestic distilling. The farmers were encour-



acded in tleir actions by the Pennsvlvania state legislature
wlich publicly questioned the richt of tle Federal govern-
ment to tax the local rrodu-tion of hard liguors. 27 From
then on it was evident that the ligquor problem could not

be solved simply by national action, that versoral and local
aid was desperately neecded for & successful refornm,

The most famous of the first individuals who realized
this need, whlo publicly demonstrated and nationally cam-
paianed for temperance was Doctor Benjamin Kush. A refor-
mino physican for over twenty years, Benjamin Rush was nation-
ally known &s "“the true instaurator” and the “prophet” of
the temperance reform, 28 From 1766 until 1769 tlis cdistin-
guished Philadelphia practitioner was travelinag in Enclend
and on the Continent, associsting with such influential per-
sors was Mirabeau, Samuel Johnson, Sir Joshua Revnolcds and

23 On his return to Arerica he was elected

Oliver Goldsmith.
a member of the Provinci-l Assembly of Pennsvlvanie. Foliti-
cally adept, he rose to the position of chairman of the
Committee for Incependence in the Second Continental Congress.
As such he moved the important resolution for nationel
independence June 23, 1776 and signed the Decleration of
Inderendence,

Rush was influenced to direct temperance reform not only

because of Lis sense of responsibility in a public station but

also because of his involvement with the inebriated element

of society and his early contacts with anti-intemperance groups. /\s
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a physician he okserved frecuently and cdirectly the reslts
of excessive cdrinking. The harsh reality of these scenes
struck him more forcefully than did anv factual account of
the raveges of alcoholism., A Quaker hv birth, Rush was

influenced by the teachinags of his faith, teachinas which

emphasized the evils of hard licuors. KAlso @s a vouno man,

he frecuently associcted with tre early Metlocist leaders,
Asbury, Coke, Whatcost and McKendrew, who like the Quekers
taught strict temperance to their followers. 30

In 1778 Rush, then the Physican-General of the !Micdle
Department of the Continental Army, began his campaicon bv
publishing a document éweainst intemrnerance among soldiers.
It was immediately adopted Y}y the War Board of the Conti-
nental Conoress. This appeal, the first recognized offi-
cially by the United States government, was circulated
throughout the Army cémps during tlre remainder of the war

Directions for Prescrving the Health of Soldiers wes a

refutation of the commonly accepted belief that ardent
spirits relicved faticue and protected against heat and
cold. Rush was certain that drinking provoked certain
camp diseases such as fever and ‘aundice. His proposal

that beer and ale be substituted for the stroncer and rore

common intoxicants was the basis for latcr, more scientific

writings on this sukject. 32

Six years later Rush published arother wamphklet which

received wide puklicity, An Inguiry into the Effects of

—

Ardent Spirits upon the Human Find and Body. — . .

31



Here he presented a lucid explanation of the effects of
drinizing on the habitual &and non-habituwal drinker, social,
phvsical, mental &nd economic. IMental énd nervous dis-
orders we:e caused by excessive drinkino, @ voint empha-
sized by several graphic case histories. He sucgaested
substitutes such as coffee, tobacco, beer, wines or
cider whiclk would have less harmful effects. Rush recom-
mended both that Americans ignore the “brandy doctors”33
and imitate the Germans wro preferred malt over otler
intoxicants. These were several of the alternatives
andé remedies that were discussed in this enlightened treat-
ise. He ended this pamphlet with distressing statistics on
mortality due to excessive drinking and a heart-rending
plea for moderation, 34 Krout colorfully sum-arizes this
essay and Rush’s opinion of the drunkard when he states
that here ”“Rush compares the drunkcerd to the celf in folly,
the ass in sturidity, the skunk in fetor, the hog in filthi-
ness, and the tiger in cruelty.” 35 (see end of work)
Forceful, slarming an¢ dramatic, this essay attracted
the attention of many public officigls end of many converted
inebriates. Owing to such great interest, this great tem-
perance document was republishecd in tre latter pert of

36 14 gave

1789, again in 1794 ard circulated extensively.
birth to +the first local temperance organizations. Its
influence was unmistaliable at the celebration of the adop-

tion of the Fecderal Constitution July 4, 1787 where no
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ardent spiriis were incluced in the refreshments; only beer
and cider were consumed. <The popularity of the pamphlet
also led to correspondence between Rush and “the elder
Ad-rms” of lMassachusetts and Reverenc Doctor Belknar of New

Hampshire, all avid temperance men concerned with the wide

spread of this social reform, 37

Benjamin Rush, also influential as a menker of the
College of Physiciens and Surgeons of Philadelphia, was
able to induce its other members to add their names to a
message scnt to Congress in Decenbcr 1790, 38 his commu-
nigue expressed the Collece’s op-osition to the use of
intoxicatinag licuors in any form and for any reason.

«..the rabitual use of cistilled spirits, in
any case whatever is wholly unnecessary;...
trey neither fortify the body &ocinst the
morkid effects of heat or colc, nor rencer
lakour more casy or productive; and...

there are many articles of diet which are
not only safe &nd verfectly salutory, but
preferarle to dictilled spirits for the
above mentioned purroses.

The authors of this memorial to Conagress continuec, noting
the obligetions of the Federal governnent in this ficld

of refomm.

Your memorialists have beheld with regret the
feeble influence of reacon: énd religion in re-
straining the eyils which theyﬁbave enunerated.
Lthey center their hopes, thercfore, of an effec-
‘tual remedy of them in the wisdom ancd vower of
the Lecgislatuvre of the United States; &nd in
behalf of the interests of huranity, to which
their profession is closely allied, tlev thus
publicly entreat Congress, by their obliga-
tions to protect the lives of their constitu-
ents, enc by their regard to the character of
our nation, and to the ranlk of our species in
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the scale of ieings, to imrose sich heavy
duties upon all cdistilled spirits as shall
be effectucl to restrain threir intemnerate
use in our country. =

Doctor Benjamin Rusk, a strong advocate of temper-—
ance-- for mecdical reasons, was also one of the first to
realize the impact of relicion on refom. He saw this
reform connected to the spread of revivalism and evangelism,
these being practiced primarily throuch the new religions,
the predominént one lkethoeclism. The Great Revivel in the
early part of the nineteenth century brought evancelism
to its heigtt, emphasizing tte rpert played by the common
man in savina his own soul and in bringino salvation to
his fellow beings. The religious fervor filled meny Ameri-
cans with & crusadine zeal, an ardent desire to ric their
world of @ll vice and corruption. The temverance reform
was one natural asrect of this crusade. Rush, in & letter

4] , . :
to Jeremy Belknap, élsclosed his views on tie neceg-ity of
such relicious &@id in temnerance reform,

From the influence of the Quallers and ketlodists

in checking this evil, I em cisvosed to bhelieve

that the business must ke effected finally b

relicion alone. Human reason hés been emnloyed

in veéin...we have nothing to hopre from the

influence of law in meking men wise and soher.

Let trese conosiuerations leac us to address the

heads of tle governing rodies of all. the

Churches in Anmer:ica.

The Methodist Episcopal Church was the first to answer

the apreal and adcress itself directly to the temperance



reform. From early in their history the Amecrican Methocdist
societies under Wesley followed what became knowm as the
"original rule of 1783”: "all Methodists in aood standing
were subject to disciplinary measures for ‘drunkenness,
buying or selling spirituous liguors, or using them,
unless in cascs of extreme necessity.’” 43 This proclama-
tion was ill-received by the public until after the Revolu-
tionary War, after the effect of excessive intoxicants
became more apparent.

From then on temperance was a centrel element in sermons
and a topic of conference discussion. A scrmon preached
by Reverend Elenezer Sparhavk in Templeton, Massachusetts
1776 wes typical of those of the period. It waz an unscien-
tific but vivid denunciation of the waste of money invelved,
the misuse of valuable timc and the ruinous effect of exces-
sive drinking on the community, both morally and plysically.
According to Sparhawk spirituous liquors, specifically rum

puts the blood and juices into a most terrihle

ferment, and cdisturbs tre whole animal economy.

It vitiates the humor, relazes the solics,

spoils the constitution, fills the body with

cdiseases, brincs on meagre looks, a chastly

countenance, and very bad tremolings: yes,

when the abuse of it is persisted in, it quite

ruins the health, destroys the strength, in-

troduces cecay of nature, and hastens cdeath

faster than hard lakour. 4
Besides physically ruining a marn, intemperenrce leacs to
equally harmful destruction of his spirit. He is left with
no feelings for religious duties; he is pulled away from

the Holy Spirit and tte Church which stron~ly bears witness

against intempe rance, 4°



During the 1780’s other vrominent Methodist speakers
preached, acmonished, sugaested, aprealecd to tteir congre-
cations condemning intemperance and the ”“Demon Rum.” Among

<

these, Thomas Coke and Bishop Asbury were the more distin-

guished and prolific, Their ~ermons were effectual both
in influencing the impressionable publ c against the evils
of drink &and in publicizing oprosition aroused against
intemperance,

Some locezl church groups organized temperance societies;
others disagreed audibly and vehemently with their ministers
and the radicalism with which t hey identified, After one
guite stronog temperance sermon, the Metlocdist minister
noticed & barrel of rum located on the church steps. This
was definitely a practical joke, one clear illustration of
contempt for and disregard for the reform attempls. 47

These precchers and their semmons were most effectual
in creating enthusiastic audiences in the West, some arproving
and others disaporovine. There revivalism and camp mretinas
were at their height, such popularity beirg due mainly to the
warnth énd friendliness of close cémp life in contrast to
the loneliness and isolation characteristic of frontier life
in general., During the 1780’s Peter Cartwriolt, James Finley
and other Methocist itinerents broucht evancelism with its
tigh emotionalism to the rouoh, steady frontiersmen w'o

gladly welcomed its apmearance. The well knovn Jemes Finley,:

an experienced revivalist with years of conversion experience,



- 16 =

stated that &t & sinogle revival meetina he hacd over one
thousand converts sign the temperance pledae. These
"lMethodist fanatics”, defined as Westerners refusinc to
drink, were often harassed and condemned unmercifully by
the less moralistic element of western society, 48

Peter Cartwright also recognized the growing split
among the frontiersmen concerning temrerance. He had a
difficult time tryino to retain "non-dram drinkers” as
Methocist pastors because there were on the circuit so
many who drank heavily, so few who abstained. One parti-
cular case illustrates this conflict. A well known &nd
popular minister was also a confirmed drunkard. When the
tempcrance issue presented itself, he and thirteen lovyal
mem}lers broke from the church. This split continued un-
til & revival was held. Then the obstinate thirteen ard
approximately forty other reformed drinkers returned to
the original congrecation. The unfortunate prescher

"alas, was unregenerate and ‘lived and died a drunlard;’”49

’
At the same time conferences were being held in the
East where Methodists met and organized their efforts-
against intemperance, these often featuring such enthusi-
astic speckers as Cartwricht and Finley.
The first General Conference of Methodist preachers
on record was held in 1780. Two cuestions werc raised

concerning alcoholic beverages: “Sheall we disapprove of

the practice of distilling grains into licguor? Shall we
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disovn our friends who will not renounce the practice?”90
The ministers chose to "disapprove koth,”Sl

Again in 1783 the Methodists had a similar conference
where a decision was made to suggest that the meubership
abandon the manufacture, sale and use of intoxicating
drinks; however because this was but an admonition, a suaages-
tion, @nd not a command, it did not effectively revove from
the lletlhocdist societies all drinkers.

Another conference was held in 1788, its importénce due
prrimerily to a visit by theiminent phys>rcian, Benjamin
Rush. Doctor Rish’s appearance &nd his message were alluded

to in the biography Life of Reverend Jessc Lee:

—
The celebrated Dr. Rush visitedcg5and cielivercd
an earnest and animated address on the use of
ardent spirits, taking the broad ground then so
strongly occupied by the Conference, and since
then so signally taken and maintained by the
temperance reformation....He insisteu that aliow-
alle cases reguiring their uce were very few,
and setdom occurring, &ana, when necessuiy, but
very little ought, in any case, to he used;
and he besoug:t the Conference to use their
influence to stop the use, as well the abuse,
of ardent spirits.,.

For the next several years, no one general conference
was of particular significance until that held in Virginia
in 1797. At that meeting the delegates of the Methodist
Episcopal Church passed a resolution which drew them and
their congregations togetter in a common union against the
evil alcohol.

Resolved, that we ... do pledoe our honor, as

vell uo our word as Christians, not only to

abandon the use of ardent spirits ourselves

cxcept as & medicine, but also to use our 53
influence to incduce otters to do the same.
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In the early Jdecades of the nineteenth century only
two General confercnces of the Methodist Episconal faith
were memora*le, tlose held in 1812 and 1816, 1In 1812
Revercrd Jamcs fAxley presented a resolution declaratine that
”"no stationed or local preachers shall retail spirituous
or malt liguor without forfeiting his ministerial charac-
ter among us.”%% This was a more advanced idca tféf pre-
vious ones introcuced as it included fermented licuors with
the distilled ones, A heated debate was followeéd by a
vote against the resolution. o9

A similar resolution, with the elimination of the
reference to malt licuors, was presented to the repfeson-
tatives at the 1816 Conference., It was easily passed ahd
accepted. >0 R

From t hen on steacdy advances were made until fin;
ally the Mettodist Conference, along with other religfous
organizations, d-clared for the total prohikition of“éll
sale and use of intoricants. The clergymen of newiEnglamﬂ
were particularly responsive to the apreals and suqqestions‘
made at these conferences. Many Qf them gave up drinlting
comple?ely; most recuced the drinking &t the ordinations
which had previously been excessive. 57

Two of these self-reforming Methocist clergymen, later
to become distinguished figures in the temperance movemert,
were Heman Humphrey and Hustin Edwards, Humphrey, later a

famous president at Amherst, preached a series of six ser-

mons on intemperance at his home church in the towm of Fairfield,



Con-ecticut. This was rrobebhly the first such series of
sexrmons, an idea later made famous by Beecher’s six ser=
mons, ©°8

Reverend Justin Edwards, the more well known of the
two, begen as a pastor in Andover, laszachusetts in 1815. >9
A preacher of powerful scrmons, Edwards was also a force=-

ful temperénce writer, being the author of several papers

and tracts. In his Temperance Manual Ecwards advanced

the icea, later common to all temperence reformers, tlat
"entire, perpetual abstinence” 0 was tlhe only means to
prevent drunkenness and eventual ruin, Written in the
micdle 1820's, the menual was instrumentel in brincing accep-

tance to this idea of abstinence. Edward’s Well-Conducted

Farm, published in 1825, was more widelv circulated than
tte manual and was the main reason for Edward’s rise to pub-
lic attention. This tract was a descrirtion of the farm of
I.V.35, Wilder, esquire, of Bolton, which he conducted accor-
dina to strict principles of temperance. Covincindgly it
advocated abstinence of farm laborers for moral and econonic
reasons. o1

The Presbyterians also urged temrersnce on their fels=
los, as they too were influenced by the socicl break-
d>wn after the war.and the partial success of the early
natioral reform attenpts. Their orgenized eftorts lLowever
gegan &t a leter date tlan the Methodists, clearly indi-

cating their derencerce on thle initiative and the aggres-



sive leadership of this earlier groun. It was not until
1797 that any unified move was mace by any Presbyterian
Synod. In that year, the Presbyterian Synod of Pennsyl-
vania advised its ministers to pnreach against the evils
and causes of intemperance.62

Four years later the General Association of Presby-
terian Churches appointed a special committee to report
on conditions of the liquor traffic. In 1811 the celegates
to the Association, urged by Rush, appointed another comnmit-
tee ”’ to devise meas:res whick, wien sanctioned by the
General Assembly, may have an influence in preventing some
of the numerous and threatening mischiefs which are experi-
enced throughout our country.'”63 This committeec’s response
to this directory was quite noncomnittal and guarded. It
noted that there wés a definite increese in intemperance;
however “’after the most feithful and prayerful ingviry,
they were obliged to confess thev did not perceive trat
anything could be done, r"64

This pessemistic attitude aroused Rush who demanded
another commiitee be appointed to re-analyze the situat on,
AR report made by this new committee registered the pre-
valence of drinking:

We are ashamed but constrained to say that we

have heard of the sin of drunkenness prevailing

— T prevailing to a great degree - prevailing

even among some of the visible memkers of the

household of faith. What a reflection on the

Christian character is this; that they who con-

fess to be bought wih a price, and thus re-
deemed from iniquity, should debase themselves,



by the gratification of appetite, to a lcvel
with the beasts that perish!

A vyear later in 1812 another report was delivered
urging all Presbyterian ministers "’ to deliver nublic
discourses on the sin and mischief of intemperate drin-
king.’”66 This report also stroncly protested against
tippling houses as public nuisances and demanded action
against them. The Presbyterian Church from this roint
waé comnitted to an aggressive policy. Later sessions
emphasized this policy and pushed for further enactments
anc restrictions against intemperance.67

The Quakers were another religious grouv publicly
opposed to the use of intoxicating liquors. Rush reflec-
ted his Quaker background as he led other individuals who
recognized the need for immediate temperance. His ideas
were similar to those stated at the 1794 yearly meeting
of the Quakers; the body declared that all those wto
imported, procduced or sold distilled liguors would not be
allowed to contribute to or he emrnloyed by the Society of

Frienc‘s.68

Another Quaker and friend of Rush’s, Anthony Benezet,
was also influential in #e- temperance reform. In 1774
he puklished the first attack against the habitual use of
ardent spirits. This small pamphlet had the cumbersome
title: “The Mighty Destroyer Displayed in Some Account of
the Dreadful Havoc Made by the Mistaken Use as Well as

Abuse of Distilled Spirituous Liquors.” It was a simple



araloagv between the raveges of stronag drink and the havoc
wroucht by prolonged war. Althouch a man could encure
untold horrors of armed conflict he could not as easily

or satisfactorily encdure the desolation and apathy effected
by spirituous liouors. Benezet felt thet distilled licuors
"’steal away & man’s senses and render him foolisl!, iras-
cible, uncontrollahle and dangerous."'69

Other religious sects, ones developinag with the Great
Revival, also took & lead in promoting temrerance reform,

In 1814 the Universalist Church reguested its local socjie-
ties not to allow liquor at their meectincs. Previously in
1800 they had declared against holdina their meetinas in
taverns, as had been frecuertly done.

The African Methodist Church, organized in 1816, set.
forth in its discipline strong statements opposing cdrunken- .
ness and drinkinc unless necessiteted by medical reasons;

Another, the Baptists, in 1797 resolved to kecep church
members and their associstes away from the influence of this
evil habit.

The United Brethren and Dunkards made a similar reso-
lution in 1804 against the selling of intoxicéants. The Breth-
ren a decade later insisted upon totel abstinence By all of
the membership. In the 1820's this sect declared against the
promotion of distilleries by their own laymen and their
preachers and admonished their ministers to strive dili-

gently acainst intemperance. Such an aggressive policy was
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strengthened in 1833 w:th the adoption of a firm resolution
for the totel rrohikition of all licuor traffic. 70

Lastly, another and more uniqgue sect was also aware
of this problem and attempted in its own peculiar way to solve
it. Led by William Miller, the Millerists saw Christ’s Second
Coming introduced by the ”elimination of the curse of
drunkenness."71 Demanding such a chanae, Milior declaréd:'
"'Behold the Bridegroom cometh! For your soul’s sake drink |

72
not another droucht lest He come and find you drunken.’” '

The support of thesc new and later dominant sects was
very necess’ry to the eventual success of this movement.
However the basic drive from the established Conqrvgational;;
Church in tte New England area was of sinaulér imrortance
because it demnonstrated @ desire for reform from withinlthé}l
more matvre 2nd less emotiondl element of Socjoty.

The Conorrgational minister who so ably and fordéfullv
led in this campaign &nd, in doing so, strengthened his
church’s position among the other religiors, was Lymanj
Beecher, Born in Guilford, Connecticut in 1775 td én eccen-
tric blacksmith and hris fourth wife, koth strict abste¢iners,
Beecher was &lways such a”piony size” that he was often

"

forced into @ silver tankerd, "the indicnity for which in

73

later years he took revenoe on all wine corteiners.”’" At Yale,

under the influvence of its presicdent, Timothy Dwight, he was



noted move for his enthusiastic and vicorous activity acainst

drinking than for tis scholarly actievement, 74

In 1808 when he began tis ministryv in East Hamrton,
Long Island, his tltonchts were stirred and his resolutions
became firmly sct by obscrvations and readincs, srecificel 1y
nf Doctor Rush ’s panmptlet on ardent spirits. Laterhe hased
mény famous attacks on knovledre accuired from Rush’s
works, mocif‘ed by Beecher’s on leaminas, 79

Two years later he moved to Litchfield, Conrecticut
where he Lecame provoke with the licuor-drinlinag cleray. 70
His protests wvere made pwilic in 1811 at a mecting of the
General Association of the Litchfield Congregetional
Church. Following this a comnmittee was aprointed to study
intemperance; it could find no solution., Irritated, Bceecher
moved that this committee be disbanded. A second comnitlee,
of which Beecher was the chairman, was amointed. Sonr this
grour rerorted recommendations encouragino total abstinence,
a decision which satisfied Beecher, 77

In 1812 at a simi’ar mectino in Sharon, Connecticut
Beecher influenced the acceptance of the followine strong
recomrmendatiors: the district assemblies, church menbrrs,
farmers and mechanics were to abstain from alcoholic hever-
ages and voluntary associctions were to be sct up Yo aid in

78

such endeavors,

The next year he formed a committee desioned to eradi-
cate intemperance, some of its members being Calvin Chapin,

+

Heman Humphrey, Asahel Hooker, Timothy Dwight, &nd

, 79
Tapoing Reeve,
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Beecher was responsible for many such local organizations
during his 31xteenyears at Litchfield, truly ”’the most
lakorious (years ) of his life.’”80 During these years hls
persuasions and demonstrations were decisive in their |
effect on his contemporaries. His opinions were quoted
often; his name was highly regarded in every educated
household. |

After 1826 his forcefulness and vigorous enthuSiasm

result of the publication in America and England of Beecher s
famous ”Six Sermons on Intemperance.” In the autumn of 1825
tthis wassuggested whenxtwo’ofahle‘}ntlmate;fr;ends.begane“'
drinking leavilyiand became:total ~drurkards 81 5dvocating

total temperance, Beecher put complete responsibilifyeupon

!

the moderate and temperate ind1v1ouals, placed hlS rellance
on moral principles and moral persuasion. o

What then is this universal, natural and national
remedy for intemperance? It is the banishment of
ardent spirits from the list of lawful objects of
comnerce by a correct and efficient public senti-
ment, such as has turned slavery out of half of .

~our land and will yvet expel it from this world.
It is the buyers who have created the demand for .
ardent spirits and made distillation and importa-
tion a gainful traffic; and it is the custom of"
the temperate, too, whlch inundates the land with :
the occasion of so ‘much and such unmanageable
temptations. Let the temperate cease tokbuy and
the demand for ardent spirits will fall in the
market 3/4ths, and untimately will fail wholly, '
as the generation of drunkards shall hasten out
of time.... Let the consumer do his duty, and
the capitalist, finding his employment unproduc-
tive, will qulckly discover other channels of use-
ful enterprise.... That no medgres)w1ll avail
short of rendering ardent spiri g a contraband

of trade is nearly self-evident. 2
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To emphasize the destructive nature of alcohol, Beecher
drew a colorful picture of the phvsical and mental deteri-
oration resulting from this, In one of his six sermons,7 
“The Signs of Intemperance,” he described the following‘;i
physical characteristics of the inebriate: full and red
visage, tremors of the hand, rheumétic pains, liver con&:.:
tractions, inflamation and laceration of the lungs, all
#filling the stomach with air and the head with fumes and
the soul with darkness and terroxrs"83 |

To avoid such cons equences Beecher suggested "The
Remedy of Intemperance,” & selection of numerous recommen-
dations. Information on drinkinc should be universally ex-
tended; associations to supervise this great project shbﬁiaﬁfk
be organized. All acricultural and commercial establisﬁ;
ments should exclude liquor as a form of payment to théi‘
lakorers. Young men should set "‘glorious examples'”,m1d
all professions should “’volunteer in this cause. ’#8%

And now, I would say, Resolve upon refor-

mation by entire abstinence while the argu-

ment is clear, and the impression of it is
fresh, and your judgment is convinced and
your conscience is awake, be gersuaded,

not almost, but altogether. 85

No other temperance declarations had such wide circp-
lation and publicity in the United States and throughoﬁt;
the world., Acting as a call to arms for the temperancé
forces, Beecher’s sermons profouncly affected the work
of such organizations; the numker of them and their acti-

vity increased manifold within the next several years,;fruly

beyond all expectations.



- 27 -

However before realizing the relative importance
of such rapid advances, the situation following the
Révolutionary War and the growth from that period must
be considered. By so doing, the gradual and later
accelerated increase is more easily understood.

The idea of temperance societies was a new one calling
for man to exhibit his intelligence and responsibility for
his betterment. It demanded much of his will power and
patience. The first organization of men wit h such charac-
teristics were actnally notable revolters, shunning the
customs of society and striving for an idealized perfection,
They were ordinary men whose laborers, not receiving their
daily ” ’leven o’clock bitters »86 not their rum after
plowings or raisings, ﬁrotested with trivial annoyances
and denunciations. Early temperance men werr marked men
for whom no one worked, who wre ridiculed and cheated, whose
property was demaged or destroyed. Even the more moderate
were viewed as the worst fanatics, 87

The courageous men who formed the first sociéty were
two hundred of the more respectable citizens of Litchfield,
Gonnecticut. Some of the memebers were Frederick Wolcott,
Daniel Sheldon, Tapping Reeve and Benjamin Tallmadge.

The banding together of this assscociation was first re-

corded in the Federal Herald of 18 July 1739. The auttor

of this account, although unaware of a constitution or

by-laws of the society, acknowledged its temperance pledge.
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We do hereby associate and mutually agree that

hereafter we will camry on our business without

the use of distilled spirits, as an article of

refreshment, either for ourselves, or for those

whom we employ, and that, instead thereof, we

will serve our workmen with wholesome food .and

the common, simvle drinks of our productlon.89

This great first however was not lmmedlately followed
by the development of similar organlzatlons. In_fact over
fifteen years lapsed before any‘fﬁrther steps Wereptakeh.j
In 1805 two societies were organizedkalthough the w}a;x.gn.te-yq,i
ness of their purposes, membershlp and influence’ remove,‘»;‘
them to obscurity. An assoc1atlon of paper manufacturers;”
in Philadelphia was established - wlth objects to ”'rmpzove |
their art’” and ameliorate the COndifions of "'worthy ﬁnfore<
tunate journeymen’” and their famllles. Also they resolved
to put all threir efforts to "'restraln and prohibit' the
use of ardent spirits in their respectlve mllls.'”90 In ,f
Allentown, New Jersey an assoc1at10n called “The Sober
Society” was formed little is known of it,91

| The.nextis;;n1f1cant temperande group and<actuallyzthe

most: 1mportance inrearly temperanoe hrstory,<therefbre,,was
the onelformed.1n1808 This society, formed in Noreau,
New Yorkd2 was the first with a constltutlon,fbyflawsaand
anti=intemperance aim, | |

Doctor Billy J. Clark was the ledder of the Moreau
reformers, a young, enthusiastic aqd daunflese ghysiolan
He read Rush’s essay, as did Beecher, and realioedﬁthat‘

. . S 5 9
his own observations were indeed correct. 3,
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Also the lumberjacks who dominated the community fo und
"too much compensatién!? for their discomforts and hardships
with run and other distilled liquors. 94

Realizing the need for advice, Clark soughf out his
minis ter, Reverend Libreus Amstrong, pastor oflthe First
eongregational Church in Moreau, One March evehing he
appeared at the parsonage.* He was so deeply froubléd
that he abruptly stated: "Mr, Armstrong, I have come to
see you on important business,’” Raising his handS'in
hopelessness, Cla rk continued, "We shall all bedome}ali
- community of drunkards inthis town, un1ess something rs done
to arrest the progress of 1ntemperance."N':95

The discussion and agreement that followed'this'Outé a
burst led to a meeting to form a‘soeicty.‘ On éO Aprill‘
1808 the citizens of Moreau and Northumberland congregated
in a schoolhouse near Clark’s home.’ ‘There a constltuhlonv
and by-laws were adopted and ratified by the signatures‘of
forty-three men present"there wereﬁne women in the |
society which became known as the Uhlon Temperance Soejety
of Moreau and Northumberland Saratoga Sprlngs New;Ybrk. 96

The feebleness of th;s beginning effort was illustratea
in the writfen constitutioa of the society.V'Artlce v
Section I stated that | | |

- No member shall drink, rum, gin, whlsky, wine or .

any distilled splrlts or compos1t10n of the same,

or any of them, eycept by the advice of a physi-

cian, or in case of actual disease (also excepting

at public dinners,)...provided this grtlcle shall v
not intringe on any rellglous rite. «
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As such, this does not refer to the common social custom
of furnishing strong drinks at funecrals andvveddinos. Clergy-
men could continue their drunkenness at ordinations and instal-
lations of church pastors. The reputation of a town, the
Moreau leaders realized, was proportionate tofthe quantity
and guality of rum, brandy, gin and wine furnisned. In a
sese, these early brave reformers were "very temoéfd?e
with their temperance.”98 o

In spite of the constitutional weakness, the influonce‘ 
of this society steadily spread, a fact reflected 1n the |
increased membershlp. Very early 1n its hlstory, the soc1cty
elected Benjamin Rush and John Murray to honorary membershlp.'
Judce Cowans was one of its first and most actlve members.'
Author of an admirable treatise on law, Cowan was chosen
president of the Saratoga County Temperance Soc1ety in. 1829
Dorclester characterized these three 1nfluent1al greot |
Clark, Cowan and Amstrong according to their occupatlons.;

...{in the mind of the doctor) convictions formed

from the effect of ardent spirits on man’s physi-

cal constitution, in the mind of the lawyer from

the effects on human society, and in the mind of.

the clergyman from thggeffect on man’s moral and

religious interests. : Lt

With such impressive members,t'hé societ&vexefCised]
an appeal both wide and comprehensive, althonoh‘the«resé
ponse it received was disappointingly small.l.O By 1810
only about one thousand circulars were sent outl ;Ol Thev

use of such circulars, other pamphlets,’broad51des andtzb

speeches, the pledge.and constitution, all such propagan-
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(é;;tactics used by the orgenization, becaine characteristic
of the later, more aggressive crusade.

One result of such exertions was the formation of an-
other society in the towns of Milton and Greenfield in
Saratoga County. On 19 April 1809 Sidney Berry, surrocate
of Saratoga Countw and first president of the Moreau society,
established the neighboring organizations. 102 Little is
known of this society except that it followed a princivle
of total abstinence from distilled spirits.103

These closely connected groups had no influence on the
formation of another in Massachusetts. In the early months
of 1813 several notewvoxthy citizens called for a convention
which ultimately resulted in the first temperance society
in the state of Massachusetts. The leadership of this
reform body, all menmters of the Congregational General Asso-
ciation of Massachusetts, included Jeremiah Evartsl04 Samuel
Worchester, Jedidiah Morse, Abiel Abbott, Reverend Benjamin
Wadsworth, Doctor R. D. Mussey, and Doctor J. Storey. These
men net 4 February at the State House of Boston where tley
drew up a constitution. 105 K week later the Massachusetts
Society for the Suppression of Intemperance was formally
foundedlggth the stated purposes

to discountenance and suppress fhe too free use

of ardent spirits ancd its kindred vices, profane-

ness and gaming; and to encourage and rromote

temperance and general morality...

As the society grew its leadership gradually became

stroncer, .more impressive and influential. Besides
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Jedidah Morse, Jeremiah Evarts, Eliphalet Porter, all

di stinguished clergymen, there was Samuel Dexter, a

Cabinet officer under John Adams, and Timothy Pickering,

a Cabinet member under Washington and Adams. Caleb Strong,
another associate, was the governor of Massachusetts from
1800 until 1807 and again 1812 until 1816, -°8 These

and others led in the development of over fortyylocal auxil-
iaries between 1813 and 1818 109 4ng humerous‘committees
of correspondence which attemptéd to maintain contact among
the locals, 110 | | R

The enthusiasm however that characterized thétearly

growth soon diminished and the organizationifell into

inactivity. Reverend Doctor Marsh in his Autaobiography
emphasized this change.

'The society did little beyond observing its anni-

versary, the preaching of a semon, after which

preacher and hearers would repair to tables

richly laden with wine, and was therffire W1thout

efficacy in rooting out the evils .,

The one lasting accompl!ishment of this, the first
society for temperance formed in Massachusetts, was the
publication of several tracts and pamphlets to enlichten ¢
the unknowledgeable public., The most famous were written
by Mason L. Weems, an Episcopallan cle rgyman and traveling
book agent who had a very active and livelvy imagination, 112
The famous biographer of Washlngton Weems published in
1812 an urbane and slightly ribald treatlse with the qualnt

and curious title of
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The Drunkard’s Looking Glass, or the Drunkard in
Sundry very Interesting Attitudes: with Lively
Representations of the Many Strange Capers which
He Cuts at Different Stages of his Disease, At
first When he has a drop in his Eyes, second,
When he is half stewed, thitrd, When he is get-
ting a Little on the Staggers or so; And fourth
and fifth, and so on, Till he is quite Capsized
or Snug under the Table with the Dogs aTd can
Stick to the Floor without holding on.1l3

Weems presented here: some advice , ”“Six Golden Receipts

against Drunkenness,” xéach’.ils  fmterestingr for its unique-

ness, ingenuity, wit and wisdom,

l. Drink no longer water, but use a little wine
for thy stomach’s sake. Also cider, beer, ale, etc,

2. Never fight duels. Nine times 4in ten memory of
the murdered drives the murderer to the bottle.

3. Never marry but for love., Hatred is repellent;
and the husband saunters to the tavern.

4, Provide against old ’‘Bachelorism.’ Age wants
comfort,and a good wife is the second best in
the universe.

5. Never stand surety for a sum that would embarrass
you. Bnd if you want, suffer a little rather than
borrow, and starve than not pay; for debts and

- duns have filled the world with sots.

6. Hot coffee in the morning is a good cure for
dram-craving. And a civic crown to him who will

- set the fashion of coffee at dinner,l

Newspapers, as well as tracts such as Weems; were pub-

lis hed with the principle/aim of examining and condemning

intemperance. The weekly Netional Philanthropist, its
motto'”Temperate drinking is the down-hill road to intem-
perance,"'aroused educational agencies and young people.115

This was succeeded by the Journal of Humanity, establisted

by the society at Andover, edited by Edward Hooker.116 The

religious journals, Christian Spectator and New York Obser-

~ ver, were also coricerned with this reform. 1’ Another was
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the Connecticut Observer which contained several strong

temperance articles. Of these the most percertive and
challenging was written in 1826 by Reverend Doctor Calvin
Chapin, “Total Abstinence tl}e only Infalljble Antidote.”118
Such literary abundance, and the clerical strength
behind the movement, led to the creation of hundreds of
local temperance societies;ii%F constitutﬁgcs, pledges and
by-laws similar to those oquorea%ﬁgnd‘Massachusetts. The
majority of these were independent reforming bodies, united
only in their similarities and not in their organization.
An attempt to centralize and to unite such groups
was made in 1826. Then the American Temperance Society was
organized; it became for a short time the voice and con-
science of a militant, orfganized union. The leaders were
national leaders expressing a national sentiment openly,
more courageously than ever before.119
This "organized army“l%gs formed as. a response to
Beccher’s six sermons. In Massachusetts several of Beecher’s
associates on the American Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions decided the time for definite action had
arrived. Justin Edwards called a meeting for 13 Februvary
1826 to discuss ”"What shall be done to banish the enemy
from the United States?”!2l At the meeting this society
was formed, its purpose as stated in the constitution being
vehement opposition to intoxicants.
...believing that tle use of intoxicating liquors
is for a person’s health, not only unnecessary, but
hurtful, that £ is the cause of forming intemperate

appetites and habits, and that while it is contin-
ued the evils of intemperance can never be preven‘ced.lz2



The sponsors of this society were well known, educated
men, militantly driven by high ideéls, skillea in the arts
of emotional appeal, influence and pfOpaganda. Leonard VWoods
was a ﬁheology professor at Andover nginary; Justin Edwards,
another membér, was one of his students. Frances Wayland
was later a great president of Brown University, then & Bap-
-tist ‘pastor. Benjamin Wisner was the influential minister
of the historic 0l1d South Church., S. V. S, Wilder was an
internationally recognized businessman and director of the
Ameri can Bible Society.123

‘ The vigorous.activites of these figures were aimed at
ey high ideals, much higher than those proposed by earlier
societizs. Salvation was no longer possible*thfoughvthe
doctrine of temperance alone; total abstinence was demanded.
The moderate attempts that had dominated between the Revolu-
tionary War and 1820’s had absolutely failed. Heavy drinking
continued; to the great majority of drinkers, moderation was
only a meaningless groucing of letters.

Through the Society this new doctrine was publicized,
»taught and re-taught in. order to convert the public. The
mine of information of letters relating personal experiences,
ndny treatises and meeting reports were excellent propaganda
materials used by its members. Such thorough activity led to
the signing of thousands of pledges promising total abstin-
ence. By 1835 the Society asserted that over 3000 ministers,
schoolteachers and othéf professionals had signed. Medical
societies urged compliance with this doctrine by heartily

endorsing the campaign; over one hundred doctors signed pledges.l24
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The effectiveness of such exertions was widespread,
far reaching both in time and in miles. There was a vast
increase in the number of temperance societies; small cells
and large units were drawn together in a well regulated
system, Local societies, both of religious and mecical
natures, combined to form state societies and chose dele-
gates to attend regional and state conventions. From infor-
mation easily ascertained from such unified work, unre-
formed areas were discovered to which agents and mission=-
aries carried their doctrine and pledges.

By 1827 there were 222 local auxiliaries located in
the area bordered by North Carolina in the south, Maine in
the north, and Kentucky and Indiana in the west. This num-
ber was increased to 1000 in 1829, 125 of whiéh the most
noteworthy organization was the New York State Temperance
Society.

Formed 17 January 1829 by a wealthy, liberal business-
man, Edward C. Delavan, this New York society contributed
an abundance of pamphlets and testimonials, as well as coura-

126 The Reverend Jeremiah Day, president

geous leaderstip.
of Yale College, and John March organized a similar society
in Hartford, Connecticut a short four months later; many
ofiits members beloncged to the New York society and brought
to the new society the prestige of the older. 127
Other state socigties were formed by the end of this

yvear in New Hampshire, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Virginia
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Valuable men, Dr. Hassock of New York, Dr. Sewall of Wash-
ington, D.C., and Lewis Cass of Michigan, joined the ranks
of the temperance crusade through tlrese sociéties.128

Such growth, secen as the end result of earlier endea-

vors, was notevorthy of success, but ,seen as an example of

future activties, seem insignificant in comparison. By
1831 the number of local societies increased to 2200 with
a total of 170,000 mémbers, Within twelve months 800 more
locals were added, Within yet another year the addition
of 2000 increased the total to 5000 locals with & total
membership of 1,250,000 citizens.129

The growth of lLocal societies was not the only means of
registering the progress; the everyday zeal and enthusiasm
of common men and women exemplified it as well. House-
wives boycotted stores distributing spirituous liquors,
Manufacturers and sellers abandoned businesses that caused
them to lose the respect of their contemporaries. Temper-
ance houses became well known as taverns or hotels which
accepted the temperance standard, that being abstinence
from spirituous lic_ruors.130 College commencements beccme
serious occasions not disrupted by the usual hilarity
common to excessive drinking. College men organized.

Spodivibow by ‘ ' i ‘ ;

Amherstﬁwas neenthusiastically 'dry;” 75% of its student
body members of the temperance society. Dartmouth and
131

Oberlin also organized diligent temperance bodies,

The population was enthusiastic; the local societies
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were zealously attempting to convert all drinkers. But

what they were converted to depended on the localities.

?he American Temperance Society had succeeded almost too
well. An impetus for greater reform, the Society was

unable to control the enthusiasm that resulted; it became
only a céntral clearing house for most temverance literature.

In 1833 an attempt was made to clarify the objectives
and coordinate all local programs. The executive comnittee
of the American Temperance Society ¢alled for a mecting
in Philadelphia of delegates from all local and state
societies, The response received was mcst optimistic, over
four hundred delegates representing twenty states and one
territory accepted.

Chancellor Reuben Walworth of New York presided at the
convention. He was so tactful and so wise that harmony
was preserved in spite of the multitude of opinions voiced.
Phe very first discussions exposed these pasic differences
of attitude and temperament.l32 The type of pledge, tem-
.perance or abstinence, was the first question. A conserva-
five minority voted for no pledge.at all, retaining the
right for the individual to pledge purlidy or privately
according to his conscience. A radicol minority desired
a pledge that would prohibit the use of fermented, malt
and distilled liguors, Both groups had some backing.
However it was soon obvious that the majority wanted
neither extreme; it would accept only a pledoe to refrain
from the consumption of spirituous liquors,133

The superficial unity evidenced on this point of dis-
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cussion was carried through in the next debate on the
liquor traffic, Gerrit Smith introduced a proposal that
beganthis heated debate,

Resolved, that in the opinion of this Conven-
tion, the traffic in ardent spirits, as a drink,
is morally wrong; and that the inhabitants of
cities, towns, and other local communities
should be pemitted by law to prohibit the said
traffic within their respeciive jurisdictions.

134

The discussion which follow8d brought out more differences
of opinion. The.convention had began on a note of unity; it
closed with much discord and disagreement in the air.

After this convention and & similar one in 1836 the
delegates returned to their states, many in full agree-
mént with the Convention, many opposed to its proposals.,
A large number of these returninc reformers were met by
factions oprosing agreements made in Fhiladelrhia. The
New York Society refused to agree to the Convention’s
decisions; 2000 New York loctls ¢'id not accept the new
plerqe; The temperance element in Ohio split betﬁeen the
two extremes. Such dissention resulted in a general
decline in the temperance movement. 135

There were other social reasons for this new disinter-
ested attitude toward temperance tlat occurred in the
late 1830’s, Such temperance advocates as William Llovyd
Garrison and Gerrit Smith were also extreme abolitionists,
The Southern temperance leaders felt that both refomms,
temperance and abolition, were identical, denied both

because of their impassioned feelinas against abolition.
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The Northern alholitionists were disapproved of by the

more moderate temperance reformers. Thus the temperance

movement suffered from this universal reform leadership.
Another reason for the decline was the economic panic

of 1837 and the successive long years of depression. During

these unfortunate times the basié necessities of life

were demanded and not the luxuries, which included moral

reforms. Also people turned to drink simply beczuse of

the hardships suffered and the compensation found in the

alcohol, All major réforms, therefore, including temper -

ance were pushed into the background for several years. 136
When temperance as a strencgthened movement next appeared

to the public, its character'had chanved ; it had taken on

a more extreme element. This was due to its recent

decline., Temperate metlods used to gain reforms until

the 1830’s had appreared successful at firstl but when

further change was attemptecd,the shortcominos and surface

unity were evidenced, Because no concrete change was effected

in the social drinking patterns, more extreme measures were

demanded. By this is registered the failure of the moder-

ate phase of temperance reform.



Benjamin Rush’s "Essay on Effects of Ardent Spirits;

Moral and Physical Thermometer of Intemperance
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Scale from Zero, Showing the Progress Downward

Drinks Vices Diseases Punishments
O | | ,
i ?
’ i Idleness
10 . Punch Gaming Sickness Debt
i '
E?, Toddy ’ Hand Tremors
20 Egg Rum Peevishness Morning Puking Jail
‘
" E Grog Quarreling Rags
30 | Brandy & Watefr Fighting Bloatedness Black eyes
' Inflamed eyes Hospital

40

51)?

60

!Flip, Shrub

Bitters infus
“~ in Spitits
& Cordials

Drams of Gin
Brandy, Rum
In Morning

Day & Night
|
i

%

Same, during

’

Horse-racing

d Lying
Swearing

Stealing
Swindling

Burglary
Murder

Red nose & face

Jaundice
Sore & Swelled Leg

Hand Pains
Hands & Feet Burn

Madness
Despair

Poor House

T Bridewell

State Prison

‘ Gallows
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