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LITTER FROM THE EDITOR

Forum Magazine

DEAR READERS:
EARLY SPRING IS A TIME FOR new
beginnings, renewal, and for many - college
acceptance letters.
For many of us here at the University of
Richmond, we were eagerly awaiting only
one letter in particular - our first choice, the
university that we would call our home for
the next four years. Of course, having known
that the University of Richmond was my
top choice, it was the last acceptance letter
I received.
This Spring Issue of Forum Magazine
celebrates the "Best of UR." Not its accolades
- of which it has many - but rather the places
on campus, the classes we take, and the food
we enjoy that make the college experience
here at the University of Richmond one of
the best. From the sights and sounds in the
bustling city of Richmond to a quiet run
around Westhampton Lake, we gathered
"Best of UR" votes from students, past and
present. Check out the winners on page 17.
With the "Best of UR" theme in mind, this
issue also delves into topics that affect every
student on campus, such as the importance
of GP A and the popularities of certain majors
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across the three undergraduate schools.
Tracy Akers explores the fears and realities
about GPA in "GPA: A Number or Identity?"
on page 5, and Mia Hagerty' s research
shows the popular spans of majors and why
some students choose them in "The Major
Question" on page 26.
Before you pick up your phone and check
how your latest Yak is doing, see how our
university's Yik Yak feed compares to other
colleges in "Digital Graffiti" on page 33. You
may even be surprised at the comparisons!
Please enjoy this issue of Forum Magazine,
and feel free to contact me or the staff at
richmondforum@gmail.com.

Our mission at Forum Magazine
is to create an impactful, revealing,
and balanced magazine designed
and reported with students in mind.
In awarding time and space to the
most impressive people and projects,
we hope to make something that
strengthens the community by inspiring
pride in every student, faculty, and staff
member at the University of Richmond.
Through sections focused heavily
on career advice, national issues,
superlatives, and culture, Forum will be
a place for conversation-both serious
and light hearted-that leaves students
with a deeper understanding of both
the college world and beyond.
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THE BEST
OF UR

THE MAJOR
QUESTION

We asked and you voted.
See what makes for the
best of the University of
Richmond.

It's one of the most important
decisions you make in
college. No pressure, though.
By Mia Hagerty

on campus

in our world

sponsored

GPA: NUMBER
OR IDENTITY?

STDS ON COLLEGE
CAMPUSES

CENTER FOR STUDENT
INVOLVMENT

How much do grades really
matter after school?

Many college students
have a lot to learn
about safe sex.

Learn about the intriguing
changes at this hub of
campus life.

PRESIDENTIAL
SEARCH UPDATE

A look into the secretive hunt
for Edward Ayers' succesor.

around town

DIGITAL GRAFFITI:
A LOOK AT THE ROLE
OF YIK YAK

It's an app that's taken the ........ ··
country by storm. See what
makes Yik Yak so appealing,
and how Richmond students
are using it.

BEST RICHMOND
COFFEE SHOPS

When you're sick of
8:15 @ Boatwright,
check out some of
Richmond's excellent
coffee shops. \.
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ON THE COVER
PHOTO BY BRITTANY CLEMENS
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Westhampton Lake once divided the
university's men and women, but it
now serves as an iconic unifying feature
of campus, and a "Best of UR" winner.
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(ON CAMPUS ) ACADEMICS
(··· From the very beginning, one's age has
been an indicator of where one is in life, what
one might be experiencing, or what one still has
to look forward to.
For most of us at Richmond, the numbers 19,
20, 21 ... they sound familiar, right?
What about 2.3? 3.5?
4.0?
We walked through those doors back to
high school freshman year, knowing that, when
our four years were up, we would be going to
college-or maybe we wouldn't. When schoolwork became overwhelming, we let numbers
begin to define us, more than they ever had
before.
You need this SAT score to get into
this college.
You need this GPA.
You need this many hours of community
service.
We began our journey as a number among
a lot of other numbers. The only way to stand
out was to have the best number. But college
GPA-where do we find ourselves here? We
have forgotten most of those high school numbers. Maybe we show off one or two, but most
are shoved in a drawer or under the bed.

level head-a balance between being overly obsessed about GPA and not caring at all. "Some
degree of stress is natural and normal, but students with abnormally high stress should (a)
seek help from CAPS, our student counseling
center, (b) consider a less competitive major,
and I or (c) remember that grades are important
but not as important as enjoying a balanced
life."
Not only does a high GPA play a pertinent
role in the field of psychology, but GPA also
influences the success of a student after they
leave their undergraduate experience behindno matter the major or field of study. Junior
Arnelia Mitrotz, a double major in leadership
studies and anthropology, holds her GPA in
high esteem, knowing that it is an indication
of her hard work. "Keeping up my GPA is really important to me at Richmond. I think that
ultimately GPA is a reflection of how well one
does in school and how seriously they take their
commitments. As a humanities major, I think
the better that my GPA is, the more employers
will see that I know how to use my skills and
that I have learned how to think critically."
Mitrotz realizes that keeping a high GPA
will not only benefit her in the long run when
applying to graduate school
programs or looking good
to future employers "but
it opens up a lot of opportunities on campus for entrance into honor societies.
Ultimately, it comes down
to [that] it looks good on a
resume." In the end, a high
GPA leads to many of the
extracurricular activities and
-Artonique Nelson, USA Today
leadership positions on your
resume. Employers will alHow much does college GPA matter when it ways appreciate a candidate that can excel in
comes to scoring our dream jobs, entering grad academics while also excelling as a team memschool, and/ or sending resumes to employers? ber or a leader.
Outside of the humanities, GPA can certainWill it soon be forgotten, or is it one of the final
numbers we have to show for ourselves before ly make or break you in the medical or scientific world. "I'm planning on going to physical
we enter the 'real world'?
Scott Allison, a professor of psychology at therapy school," said junior Jacob Shapiro, a biUR, believes in the importance of college GPAs ology major. "Until I go interview at the schools
when it comes to a student's admission into I'm applying to, all they really know about me
is my GPA, and what is in my letters of recomgraduate school.
"I can't speak for other fields, but in psy- mendation."
USA Today published an article in March
chology, GPA does matter. A high GPA is essential for admission into graduate programs, and of 2014, informing readers about "4 reasons
employers expect to see an applicant's GPA on why your GPA won't matter once you graduate." Reporter Artonique Nelson writes, "You
his or her resume."
If it were not for his high undergraduate stayed up all night studying for finals, and even
GP A, Allison· wouldn't have gotten into the skipped that toga party to review flashcards for
graduate school program of his choice. How- your philosophy class. But the truth of the matever, he mentions that students need to keep a ter is, those countless hours spent slaving over

"But the truth of the matter is, those
countless hours spent slaving over
your textbooks may not matter when it
comes to the real job market."
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your textbooks may not matter when it comes
to the real job market." Nelson then goes on to
list and expand upon the top four reasons why
GPA after graduation is practically null in void:
1. GRADE INFLATION. Nelson explains that
"According to a recent study by the Teachers College Record, 43 percent of letter grades
given are A's. So while you may think that having a 4.0 cumulative GPA puts you in the top 2
percent of all college grads, you may actually
only be in the top 43 percent." It is not uncommon these days for college professors to award
their students with higher grades because they
realize it affects their students' ability to get an
internship or a job after they graduate.
2. ACCESS TO OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS
is limited and slows the hiring process for employers. Some employers might not ask for
your official transcripts because often they are
a hassle to get a hold of, or do not arrive before
their deadline to hire.
3. JOB EXPERIENCE COMES FIRST. Employers want people who are capable of excelling at their work without having someone constantly monitoring their progress. They want
someone who has previous experience in the
business or the field. This can make the difference between your 2.3 and your internship at a
consulting firm and your competition's 3. 7 and
a summer spent on the beach.
4. YOUR NETWORK IS MOST IMPORTANT. Knowing the right people is what gets
most people their first job, or jump start into the
real world. You might not have a 4.0, but you
did make friends with an editor from Time Inc.
at that Richmond alumni dinner last year.

Nelson does a good job of calming our anxieties about the importance of GPA, helping us
realize that there are often other factors that
determine our success. The reality though, is
that the links between GPA and our success is
a constant balancing act. GPA matters when we
apply to jobs or grad schools, but it is not the
only thing that defines who we are.
To achieve your dreams, you need a GPA
that proves that you are willing to work hard, a
GPA that proves you' re willing to put yourself
on the line for a future that is important to you
and soon arriving.
To those who think that GPA is not worth a
darn thing, you might want to think again.
For those who think that your GPA will
forever make or break you, maybe you should
think again, too. IUI
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(ON CAMPUS)

The Search Continues:
Finding Richmond's Next President
BY BEN PANKO

The future of the University of Richmond is
being determined in hushed secrecy this year
as a group of 18 trustees, alumni, faculty, staff
and students search for a new president.
Nearly seven years after assuming
the office, Edward Ayers announced last
February that he would resign as president
of this 175-year-old institution in June 2015.
"As I reflect on all that we have accomplished together since Abby and I arrived at
Richmond, I have decided that these culminations provide a natural conclusion to my
term as President," Ayers wrote in an email
to students, faculty, and staff.
Three months later, the Presidential
Search Committee was formed by the Board
of Trustees to "ably represent the interests of
Trustees, faculty, staff, students, and alumni
and [... ] recruit an outstanding new leader
for the University," in the words of trustees
Charles Ledsinger, Jr. and Patricia Rowland.
The committee comprises six professors, seven trustees, two staff members, one alumna
and two students, senior Alex Holva and
sophomore Mia Hagerty.
After its first meeting, the committee selected Witt I Kieffer, a Chicago-based executive recruiting firm, to solicit nominations
and recruit potential candidates from around
the country. The committee has convened
multiple times in person, co-chairwoman
Allison Weinstein said, to review candidate
profiles and eventually interview them.
"I think my family's hopes for the new
president are exactly those of the university
community as a whole: another outstanding leader who will build imaginatively
on the foundation of excellence here," said
Weinstein, the daughter of two Richmond
graduates and notable donors. She pointed to
the position profile crafted from input from
the university community as strongly consistent with the views of the Board of Trustees.
In particular, Weinstein noted that there a lot
of concerns being discussed about higher
education nowadays, including affordability
and campus safety. "So we know the new
president is going to have to lead the institution in navigating these kinds of issues, and
other challenges that higher education may
face in the coming years," she said.
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THE PROFILE OF A
RICHMOND PRESIDENT
There have been nine presidents of the
University of Richmond in the 175 years
since its founding as Richmond College.
Though each was undoubtedly a different
person serving in a different time, a profile
of the Richmond president has emerged, one
which the Presidential Search Committee
may embrace or disregard.
Every Richmond president has been
a white, American male from the East
Coast. Six of them were born and raised
in the South, including Ayers. Only
Richmond's first two presidents, Robert
Ryland and Tiberius Jones, were born in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, however.
Richmond's presidents have varied
widely in age - Frederic Boatwright was just
27 when appointed, while Samuel Banks
was 58. In recent years, however, Richmond
has tended to appoint presidents in their
late 40s or early 50s, including Ayers, who
was 54 when he assumed office.
Since the retirement of George Modlin in
1971, Richmond's presidents have all come
from positions at other universities, and all
except Ayers have come from private universities. All but one of those presidents
came from universities in states bordering
Virginia, or within Virginia in Ayers' case.

BY MEGHAN ROBERTS
Many UR students know some variation of
the history of the Richmond Spiders' mascot. When I asked a couple of students
around campus what they knew about
WebstUR's origins, I received a lot of shrugs
and the occasional "Something about a
baseball player, right?"
Well, Forum Magazine is here to set the
record straight.
From 1876 to 1893, the university baseball team was known as the "Colts" due to
the players' enthusiasm and energy on the
field . The term "spider" wasn't associated
with the University of Richmond until 1894,
when Ragland Chesterman of the Richmond

Times-Dispatch likened UR baseball pitcher Puss Ellyson to an arachnid due to his
"lengthy arms and stretching kick."
Since then, the name stuck, most likely
because of its uniqueness. To this day, UR is
the only institution in the United States with
the spider as its mascot.
For a while, the Richmond Spider was
affectionately

ED AYERS' FUTURE
Speculation has murmured for most of
Ayers' tenure at Richmond that he is a favorite to become president of the University of
Virginia, where he was Dean of the College
and Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
and had taught for nearly 30 years.
"In many people's minds, it would seem
pretty natural. ... for Ayers to be a good fit
as the U.Va. president," Richmond political consultant Bob Holsworth was quoted
by Style Weekly in 2009 after the retirement
of Virginia president John Casteen. Current
U.Va. President Teresa Sullivan has not said
what she plans to do after her contract expires in July 2016.
For his part, Ayers said that he intended
to remain as a faculty member at Richmond
after his resignation. Ip]

CJ)

known

as

"Spidey,"

until

Marvel Entertainment objected; "Spidey"
is a trademarked name for Marvel's superhero Spiderman. In the late 1990's, UR developed a clever new name for its mascot
With this new name came the need for a
new identity. In 2011, students, faculty, and
alumni were encouraged to vote
on WebstUR's new design. The
first option depicted WebstUR
as a tough, aggress ive competitor, while the second
showed a more benign
WebstU R with rocketlau nchers attached to
The former

won, reflecting students' enthusiasm for
UR's athletics.
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(AROUND TOWN ) MUST SEE RVA
10 Italian Cafe - 3200 West Cary
Street (9 minutes)

Lamplighter Roasting Company 116 South Addison Street ~
(12 minutes)
..................)

This Carytown cafe' s quality comes in
large part from its authenticity - it is owned
and operated by an Italian immigrant with a
passion for coffee and cuisine. Those used to
the light fare of Starbucks will find a variety
of delicious paninis and other Italian dishes
to choose from, not to mention quality coffee and espresso drinks. Its large, streetside
patio is the perfect place to grab a drink and
rest your heels during a Carytown shopping
excursion. Good for: People watching, paninis, hearing Italian accents.

Independent coffee shops often get unfairly stereotyped as hipster havens, but Lamplighter is the closest thing to a Brooklyn cafe
you will find in RVA. Locally roasted coffee,
cold drinks in glass milk jugs, freshly made
pastries and yes, bicycle courier service - it is
all here. As one of Richmond's most popular
coffee shops, it might be too busy to study
in, but its food and drink are worth the hype.
Good for: Extremely strong coffee,
Portlandia references.

Cafe Caturra - 5817 Grove Avenue
(3 minutes)

RostovJs Coffee & Tea - 1618 West
Main Street (15 minutes)

Just up the road from campus, Cafe Caturra
blends a classy, yet comfortable atmosphere
with an excellent menu and coffee selection.
From salads to sliders, there is something for everyone to get with their drink, and a variety of
couches and armchairs make it a relaxing place
to sit and talk or do a bit of reading. And when
coffee is not cutting it, Cafe Caturra also has a
full menu of wine and beer selections. Good
for: Meeting a friend, taking parents out.

This Richmond institution is celebrating its
35th year of roasting, brewing and selling coffee, and its longevity is well-deserved. With
more coffee flavors and accessories than most
people can imagine, Rostov's is the place to go
for whole bean and ground coffee and all kinds
of tea. Feel free to pick up a cup at the shop's
coffee and espresso bar too. Good for: Seeing
a vintage roaster in action, supporting a
family business.
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Crossroads Coffee & Ice Cream 3600 Forest Hill Avenue ·
(15 minutes)
Over the James and a few miles down Forest
Hill A venue lies this cute coffee shop that dishes up ice cream, milkshakes, and some amazing breakfast treats. Most evenings, Crossroads
also plays host to a variety of musical acts, including some Richmond adjunct music professors. Though it is a bit out of the way and can
sometimes get crowded, Crossroads is worth
the drive. Good for: Music, feeling cozy. [Pl
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(IN OUR WORLD ) HEALTH

olly Aaronson sat bewildered as
she tried to answer basic questions
regarding sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) on college campuses.
Aaronson, a Westhampton College sophomore from New Canaan, Connecticut, has never taken a sexual health class at the University
of Richmond nor has she ever been tested for
any kind of STDs. Out of the nine questions I
asked Aaronson regarding STDs, she answered
eight of them incorrectly, demonstrating her
lack of knowledge that reflects the misunderstanding shared by many Richmond students
about this grossly under-discussed topic.
Nearly 20 million new STDs are diagnosed
each year in the United States, half of which

said. Bisese, who oversees many different
departments including the Student Health
Center, has had to deal with the growing STD
concerns of the university, he said.
In the spring of 2013, the university conducted a campus-wide health assessment, said
Slade Gormus, a nurse in the Student Health
Center. The survey was the American College
Health Association - National College Health
Assessment, which collected responses from
633 students on campus through mass email
requests. The study results revealed that 44
percent of males and 40 percent of females said
they had sex in the past 30 days. Approximately
15 percent of males and nine percent of females
also reported having four or more sexual partners within the last 12
months.
In the whole year of
2013, the student health
center had 4,249 visits
and only in 260 of those
visits were students tested for various STDs. Of
those tests, 33 came back
positive, which is higher
than the numbers in pre- TRACY CASSALIA, Health Educator
vious years.
Between 2009 and
are found in people aged 15-24, according to 2014 Richmond's student health center had
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention positive results in tests for Chlamydia, gonor(CDC). According to NursingSchools.net, ap- rhea, syphilis, and HIV, Gormus said.
"Numbers of positives have increased over
proximately one in four college students has
the years," Gormus said, "which makes sense
some type of STD.
Nationally, 80 percent of people who have because more people are getting tested, which
a sexually transmitted disease have no notice- is what we want people to understand."
In 2009, 122 students were tested for STDs
able symptoms according to NursingSchools.
net. In a study by nursing students, more than and nine tested positive. In 2013, 260 students
half the participants believed they could tell if were tested and 33 were positive, Gormus said.
someone has an STD by looking at their physi- "There are STDs out there and it's just what we
cal appearance, and 60 percent of women said are uncovering and identifying," she said.
they would still have sex if the man refused to
lthough HPV is the most
wear a condom.
common STD found on college
According to the Huffington Post, approxicampuses nationally,
mately half of sexually-active young people
at Richmond
will get an STD by the age of 25, and most
young people with STDs do not even know the most common
they are infected.
When asked whether he thought the average Richmond student knew about the
basic statistics regarding STDs, Steve Bisese,
the Vice President for Student Development,
said, "No."
"I think students would know generally
about the issue, but as far as particular names
and data the average student would not," he

"You wouldn't judge someone for
getting their cholesterol levels taken.
It's scary for some people to go for the
[STD] test just to find out the answer."

14

Forum Magazine

STD is Chlamydia, Richmond Health Educator
Tracy Cassalia said. Chlamydia is also the most
common STD in the city of Richmond, according to the CDC.
Chlamydia is a common STD caused by
bacteria that both men and women can contract during oral, vaginal, or anal sex with an
infected partner, according to the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.
Chlamydia usually does not cause symptoms,
but if it does, one might notice a burning feeling when he or she urinates or abnormal discharge from his or her penis or vagina, according to the National Institutes of Health (NIH).
In women, infection of the reproductive system
through Chlamydia can lead to pelvic inflammatory disease, which can cause infertility or
serious problems with pregnancy.
According to the NIH, a lab test can tell if
someone has Chlamydia and antibiotics can
cure the infection. Correct usage of latex condoms greatly reduces, but does not eliminate,
the risk of catching or spreading Chlamydia.
Experts recommend that sexually active women 25 and younger get a Chlamydia test every
year.
Cassalia, who specializes in sexual health,
said that sexual-health classes at Richmond
look at the hookup culture on college campuses. This includes coverage of STDs, sexual
responsibility, birth control, media and music
impact on sex and sexuality, and topics of student interest. STDs and birth control are the

HEALTH ( IN OUR WORLD l

two topics students ask most frequently about,
she said.
In any given semester 90-100 students are
emolled in sexual health, one of the available
options for the required wellness classes at the
university. However, there are other courses
that cover sexual-health topics, such as Men's
Health, Women's Health, and Relationships.
"Most students have a good understanding
of the basic information but there are students
who come here with no knowledge of sexual
health," Cassalia said.
Being nonjudgmental and open to students'
questions and concerns is one of the main priorities of the health educators, Cassalia said.
"We try to meet the needs of everyone and
give everyone the information so that it best

suits them wherever they are in their life,"
she said. Whether a student decides to abstain
from sexual behavior until marriage or explore
their sexuality soon, the health educators want
to supply students with the information they
believe is necessary for every sexually active
person to know.
"I feel like I definitely learned a lot,"
Westhampton sophomore Jill Dupree said
when asked about her experience with her
sexual-health class at Richmond. "The classes
make you aware that diseases exist on campus
and are not just a myth," she said. "Private
high schools also are not required to have sexual health classes and I know this because many
of my friends know little to nothing on STDs."
Cassalia also said that there are some societal issues regarding STDs that need to be addressed. "We as a society have a lack of discussion of these things. As a society we are not as
open," she said in regards to sexual conversations between students and educators.
Cassalia also agreed that there is a stigma
against STD testing. "You wouldn't judge
someone for getting their cholesterol levels taken," Cassalia said. "It's scary for some people
to go for the test just to find out the answer."
Pleasurefest is an event in the spring where
the Student Health Center offers free testing for
most STDs, which students would usually have
to pay for at the health center. But, the event is
held either in the Tyler Haynes Commons or
the Forum, which may make many students
feel self-conscious because people could see
them getting tested and assume they have an
STD, Gormus said.

1in4
Approximate amount
of new HIV infections
that occur in youth
ages 13-24

91%
Percentage of women
with HPV who do not
show symptoms

45%<
Amount of college
freshmen who
fail to consider
contraception when
intoxicated

,,

n all frankness it has not been a topic of ongoing focus, which suggests it's not a crisis,"
Juliette Landphair, dean of Westhampton
College, said when asked about STDs and
their relevance on Richmond's campus. In staff
meetings, Landphair even admitted that STDs
are not huge topics of discussions, although the
health center does mention them occasionally
throughout the year.
"STDs, like alcohol, are part of college student health," Landphair said. And during
freshmen orientation, the administration tries
to incorporate sexual education into the information sessions that students are required to
attend, she said.
"During orientation I remember briefly

touching on the topic of STDs," Eric DeZaio,
a Richmond College freshman, said when
asked about his experience during orientation
in August. "I think that students at Richmond
have a good understanding about STDs and
how to practice safe sex," he said, "but I guess
they could always learn more."
DeZaio, who has never taken a sexualhealth related course at Richmond, had no idea
what the most common STD on Richmond's
campus was and underestimated the number
of college students who have STDs, guessing
that it was close to 15 percent rather than the
actual 25.
Senior Hannah Hayes, although she has
never taken a sexual-health course in her four
years at Richmond, did know that Chlamydia

"STDs, like alcohol, are part
of college student health."
- JULIETTE LANDPHAIR,
Westhampton College Dean

was the most common disease on this campus.
When asked if she thought Richmond students
had enough information on STDs, Hayes said,
"Yes, I think they have a sufficient understanding but don't practice safe sex accordingly."
When asked why, if students have a sufficient understanding of STDs, do they not
practice safe sex properly, Hayes responded,
"Because they' re drunk."
Gormus said that students should be more
proactive, use condoms, and get tested regularly. "Students should not be ashamed or
embarrassed to get tested," she said. "Getting
STD testing should be like making a dentist appointment - you don't go just when you have
a cavity to prevent a cavity. Much like cavities,
STDs can go without symptoms so it is important to diagnose and treat promptly."
The Student Health Center also has 10,000
condoms that they "can and want to give
away," Gormus said. _If students wish to take
advantage of these _resources they can stop
by the Student Health Center located in the
Special Programs Building or schedule an appointment by calling (804) 289-8700. ljl
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Our mission is to
create and ensure
the highest quality
of life for the Inen of
Richmond College
at the University of
Richmond

WCGA

WF.STI-IAMPTON COLLEGE GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

Bel Iis Fest!
WCGA's Sgring Kickoff
April Iltti 5-7 at the Forum

SOBAC .Jnfo~mation!

RCSGA
Richmond College Student
Government Association

For student org,aniza'tions•••
Sessions m-eet In TH'·e 305
Feb. 23rd @6pm ans,Feb. 24tb Cl8pm

Applications due Friday, March 6th

A LERT KNOWS:
WHEN WINTER COMES,

RESOLVE TO BE READY.
WINTER

Co~ING

ARE YOU ALERT?
Sign up for UR Alert. I ALERT.RICHMOND.EDU I W @URAlert

-·

D

BEST CLASS
TO TAKE FOR FUN

FAVORITE FIRST YEAR
SEMINAR (FYS)

1. BASICS OF ACTING

1. GAMES, GAME THEORY,

2. Contact lmprov

AND LEADERSHIP STUDIES
2. Wrongful Convictions

3. Anthropology &Mammalogy
(TIE)

3. Where's Cuba?

BEST STUDY ABROAD
DESTINATION

BEST WELLNESS CLASS

1. SPAIN

1. STRESS MANAGEMENT

2. Australia

2. Survivor

3. France (Paris)

3. Sex, Lies, &Communication

BEST PLACE TO STUDY
(OTHER THAN BOATWRIGHT)

BEST SOPHOMORE SCHOLARS
IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM (SS IR)

1. GOTTWALD

1. GLOBAL HEALTH

2. Ryland Great Hall

2. Business of Science

3. D-hall

3. Technology, Cognition,
and Behavior

BEST LIBRARY FLOOR
TO STUDY ON

1. SECOND FLOOR
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BEST UR TRADITION

1. PROCLAMATION NIGHT
2. Ring Dance
3. Pig Roast

BEST SEASON ON CAMPUS

••••••••••••••••••••••
1. FALL
2. Spring
3. Winter

BEST WAY TO PROCRASTINATE

1. WATCHING

NETFLIX

2. Going to D-hall
3. Hanging out with Friends

URForumMagazine.com
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BEST WAY TO SPEND
DINING DOLLARS

1.

ETC

2. Passport Cafe
3. 8:15 @Boatwright

PRETTIEST ACADEMIC
BUILDING

••••••••••••••••••••••
1. RYLAND HALL
2. Gottwald Science Center
3. International Center

'

BEST DORM TO LIVE IN
( N OT APA RT MENTS)

FAVORITE ON-CAMPUS
A CAPPELLA GROUP

MOST PHOTOGENIC
ON-CAMPUS LOCATION

1. LAKEVIEW HALL

1. OCTAVES

1. WESTHAMPTON LAKE

2. Lora Robins Court

2. Sirens

2. Gazebo on the Lake

3. Westhampton Hall

3. Choeur du Roi

3. Boatwright Library _

'

I

BEST CAMPUS JOB

1. LIBRARY

20
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-:\ MUST•HAVE DORM
DECORATION
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•
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• • 1. FAIRY LIGHTS
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BEST CHANGE OR ADDITION
TO CAMPUS IN 2014

1. GATEWAY APARTMENTS

2. Tour Guide

2. Photos

2. 8:15 @Boatwright Remodel

3. Academic Skills Center,
Center for Student
lnvolvment, UR Museums (Tl E)

3. Posters

3. Westhampton Hall

ForumMagazine

BEST PLACE TO GO
FOR A RUN

BEST WEEKEND
TRIP LOCATION

BEST PLACE TO PEOPLE
WATCH ON CAMPUS

1. AROUND THE LAKE

1. WASHINGTON, D.C.

1. D-HALL

2. Along the James River

2. Virginia Beach

2. Tyler Haynes Commons

3. Around Campus

3. Charlottesville

3. Boatwright Library

BEST UR SPORT TO WATCH

••••••••••••••••••••••
1. BASKETBALL
2. Field Hockey
3. Soccer &Baseball (TIE)
BEST ON-CAMPUS
EVENT IN 2014

1. HOMECOMING CONCERT

2. Pig Roast
3. Midnight Munchies

URForumMagazine.com
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BEST WAY TO SPEND
A SATURDAY NIGHT

BEST PLACE TO SEE A MOVIE

1.

1. WITH FRIENDS

BYRD THEATRE

2. Regal Cinema at Short Pump

2. At aLodge

3. Movieland (Bow Tie Cinemas)

3. Watching aMovie

•
••

BEST GUEST SPEAKER
ON CAMPUS IN 2014

BEST SPRING BREAK LOCATION

1. SHORT PUMP

1. LAVERNE COX

1. FLORIDA

2. Carytown

2. Carol Smith

2.Cancun

BEST CA ALTERNATIVE NIGHT

BEST PLACE TO TAKE A NAP

BEST SHOPPING CENTER

:
•

- - - - - - - - ·•

3. Stony Point Fashion Park &
Regency Square (Tl E)
BEST LODGE THEME

~

u

1. PAINT LODGE
2. America
3. Highlighter

1. CARNIVAL NIGHT

1. MY BED

2. Movie Night

2. Gottwald Couches

3. Jumpology &Scavenger Hunt
(TIE)

3. Library (First &Second Floors)
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BEST OFF-CAMPUS
RESTAURANT

BEST PLACE TO GET
A BURGER OFF CAMPUS

1. PASSPORT CAFE

1. THE DAILY

1. CARYTOWN BURGERS

2. Lou's

2. Sticky Rice

3. Tyler's Grill

3. Chipotle

BEST FOOD LOCATION
ON CAMPUS (NOT D-HALL)
~

(f)

w

••

•
•
•
•
•
••

&FRIES
2. Burger Bach
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3. Cook-Out

~
(f)

0:::
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BEST DIV D-HALL CREATION

BEST PLACE TO GET COFFEE

BEST SPECIALTY STATION
AT D-HALL

1. PIZZA BAGELS &S'MORES
(TIE)

1. 8:15 @BOATWRIGHT

1. PASTA

2. Starbucks

2. Panini

2. Quesadilla

3. Lamplighter

3. Tex-Mex
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3. Chocolate Chip Waffles
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BEST SEASONAL 8:15 DRINK

1.

PUMPKIN SPICE LATTE

2. Spider Cider
3. Peppermint Mocha

BEST LATE-NIGHT
FOOD DELIVERY

1. JIMMY JOHN'S
2. Chanello's, Christian's Pizza,
Papa John's (Tl E)

BEST LOCAL BAR

, ••••••••••••••••

1. SINE &TOUCAN (TIE)
2. Star-lite
3. Fish Bowl

24

BEST D-HALL DESSERT

BEST D-HALL
SPECIALTY PANINI

BEST D-HALL THEME DAY

1. JERSEY DIRT

1. HAWAIIAN

1. HALLOWEEN

2.Cheesecake

2.Cuban

2. Sushi

3. Cookies &Ice Cream (Tl E)

3. Nutella and Banana

3. Thanksgiving

Forum Magazine

FAVORITE PHONE
APPLICATION

1. INSTAGRAM
2. Snapchat
3. Vik Yak

'.:::(

u

:J

0

FAVORITE MOVIE OF 2014

BEST ALBUM

1. INTERSTELLAR

1. 1989 - TAYLOR SWIFT • • • •• 1. H&M, FOREVER 21,

: FAVORITE RETAIL BRAND

•
•

J. CREW (TIE)

2. Guardians of the Galaxy

I
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3. Hunger Games: Mockingjay
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BEST SERIES TO BINGEWATCH ON NETFLIX

BEST ALBUM OF 2014 OTHER
THAN TAYLOR SWIFT'S

FAVORITE FAST FOOD

1. ORANGE IS THE

1. FOREST HILLS DRIVE -

1. CHICK-FIL-A
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NEW BLACK
2. House of Cards

J. COLE
2. X- Ed Sheeran

2. Chipotle
3. Cook-Out

3. How I Met Your Mother
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ACCOUNTING

INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES

BIOLOGY

PSYCHOLOGY
26
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Bubble size correlates to the
number of student enrolled
in the top ten majors at the
University of Richmond.

LAIS
HISTORY

ENGLISH

BY MIA HA GERTY
In a schoo l w ith more th an 60 und ergraduate majors. the ·typ ical Un iversity of Richmond
st udent is bound to feel overw he lm ed by the declarat ion of a major. This is no surprise-Richmond
boasts three o utstand in g und ergradu ate sch ools fro m which to choose. along with many
poss ibl e ways to maj o r and mino r in a com b inati o n of fields. Add in the pressure of choosing a
degree that w ill b e valuabl e in t he workin g wor ld - displaying both know ledge and ability-and
stud ents may be p ron e to throw th eir hand s up in frustrat io n. Because the question on nearly
every underc lass man's m ind - "What do I major in?"-is so popu lar. Forum Magazine decided to
invest igate th e iss ue furt her.

URForumMagazine.com
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Student Population By School
7.5

The Schools: Three are
Better than One
Many community members have observed
a rigid divide between the three undergraduate schools at the university. President Ayers even regarded the integration of the five
schools as one of the commitments of the Richmond Promise that had yet to be fully realized
in a meeting earlier this year with representatives of Westhampton College Government
Association (WCGA) and Richmond College
Student Government Association (RCSGA).
The School of Arts and Sciences (A&S)
boasts the highest number of students, which
has stayed relatively constant since 2002. The
Jepson School of Leadership Studies has,
however, experienced an increase in the number of students since 2002 and continues this
upward trend. Though we may not initially
take note of the fact that the Robins School
of Business and the Jepson School of Leadership are dominated by women or by men, a
clear gender preference exists within the two
schools. Females make up 60 percent of the
Leadership School majors while males make
up 64 percent of the students pursuing a Business School major.
Since many students feel strongly about
the major they have chosen to pursue, it seems
obvious that they would show a primary allegiance to the school they are affiliated with.
Some students immediately connected with
their field of study and knew exactly how they
wanted to utilize their education.
"After a tragic experience with blindness, I
became fascinated with the field of medicine,
specifically ophthalmology," said senior Kenton Meronard. Some students, however, believe that certain values lie with one particular
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discipline. "I think a math major teaches you
how to critically think and address problems
that you may have originally thought were
impossible," senior Jake Earle said. "These are
skills that you cannot pick up in a job and are
transferable to any career you choose."
However, some students curious enough
to step outside of their curricular bubble find
they can access even more of the university's
amazing resources. Senior Paige Schaefer decided to switch out the business track to an
art history degree with a concentration in arts
management, which allows students to take
classes in the Business School. "Without my
art history major, I would not know about
the politics in 16th century Rome, Hinduism
in South India, or Japanese tea ceremonies,"
Schaefer reflected. "My arts management concentration allows me to combine the knowledge and skills I've learned in my art history
courses to a business setting, and the courses

-Kenton Meronard '15
Forum Magazine

2013

Year

"After atragic experience with blindness, I
became fascinated with the field of medicine,
specifically ophthalmology"
28

2012

I've taken within my concentration have directly applied to internships I've held."
In order to break down the barriers between the schools, faculty and administrators should continue to create interscholastic
programs of study such as arts management.
While students often affiliate themselves with
a particular school, the resourceful student
will draw upon all three to create a personally
relevant course of study.

The Major
Distribution
Over the past six years, the top 10 most
popular undergraduate majors have barely
changed. Most notably, business administration has been the most popular major at the
university, with accounting and international
studies consistently among the top five each
year. Despite the broad-sweeping notion that
the job market favors degrees in science and
math, many University of Richmond students
are displaying their ability to think critically
by declaring humanities majors in history and
English. In fact, only two science majors are in
the top ten: biology and psychology.
The most popular major, business administration, has actually increased in the number
of students pursuing it despite the fact that
the number of students in the Robins School
has decreased over the past eleven years. This
implies that though students are beginning to
favor A&S or the Jepson School, the students
in the Robins School are congregating to the

business administration major. This may be
attributable to how, within the business administration major, students may choose from
five varied concentrations.
At the University of Richmond, there is a
strong sense that in order for a student to display their wide range of ability, they must major or minor in at least one other field. There
are currently more than 1 in 5 students taking
on a double major at Richmond, with the most
popular combination being a business administration degree with a second major in leadership Studies.
However, this mindset may not necessarily benefit every student. "Often a student has
genuine interest in several courses in a second
or third major, but not in other courses in such
majors, and ends up taking courses that aren't
of interest simply to get another major. What
for?" posed former Dean of Arts and Sciences
David Leary. "He or she would probably be
better off majoring in a single field and taking a wider range of other courses, ideally
revolving around some central topics of interest, rather than limiting himself or herself to a
more restricted range of subjects."

The Value of a Liberal
Arts Education
While students enjoy their experience at
the university, many are concerned with the
value of their degree. This concern comes with
good reason; the average college student graduates with $29,400 in debt, while the total stu-

dent loan debt has surpassed credit card debt
in the U.S. at over a trillion dollars. Students
are flocking to the business school with good
reason: The business-related industry sector,
along with information services jobs, will experience one of the highest growths in hiring
college graduates this year as compared to
other industries. A smaller group of students
is choosing to pursue a definite lucrative path:
According to the U.S. Department of Labor
Statistics, the top 10 highest paying occupations are specialized doctors. The 11th highest
paying occupation is a chief executive.
However, do students truly need to worry
exclusively on the title of their degree? Analysts at the New York Federal Reserve Bank
have revealed that a whopping 72.7 percent of
college graduates work in a job that does not
require having a college degree related to their
major. This means that regardless of major, a
successfully earned college degree in any field
may be the ticket to dozens of seeming!y unrelated professions.
According to the National Association of
Colleges and Employers, employers rate the
ability to work in a team, to make decisions
and solve problems, to organize and plan, and
to communicate effectively as the most valuable skills of a potential employee. This skill
set can be obtained through every major at the
university, regardless of the major it is branded through. The Office of Alumni and Career
Services agrees: "I believe UR students of any
major are well-prepared for the workplace,"

"He or she would probably be
better off majoring in asingle
field and taking awider range
of other courses ... rather than
limiting himself or herself to
amore restricted range of
subjects."
-David Leary
said Leslie Stevenson, director of Career Services. In the end, students will benefit in the
long-term from choosing a subject that genuinely interests them.

The Bottom Line
At Richmond we are fortunate to have a
plethora of academic paths to pursue. Ultimately, the value of a University of Richmond
degree lies in the liberal arts education, which
prepares students for the world of work by
providing them with an invaluable set of
skills. In the end, the surest way to know that
you have chosen the right path of study is to
ask yourself why you picked it and be able to
tell others the same. [Pl

Women
Women

Business

Arts & Sciences
URForumMagazine.com
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It is a period of reevaluation, rebranding,
and growth for the Center for Student Involvement. Numerous transformations have been
made, such as the rebranding of SpiderBoard
with a new logo, the expansion of SpiderFest,
and the homecoming concert featuring Sammy Adams. But the changes made have been
mission-based. With the rebranding of the
Center of Student Involvement (CSI), the office hopes to create opportunities for students
to connect with each other and the campus
through involvement, with the ultimate goal
of enriching student lives.
"In 2013, our office went through a re-organization. [We started] to look at what our function was, what our purpose was, and what was
our best utilization," said Anthony Crenshaw,
Associate Director for Student Organizations
and Leadership Development. "[The rebrand]
was designed to put the student experience at
the forefront of what we do. We used to provide a lot of services, and we still do; however,
the services are secondary now to ... working
with student [organizations], leadership development, and doing programs that impact
students' lives every day."
According to Director Alison Bartel
Keller, the revamped Center for Student
Involvement functions under the idea that
there is "more to developing students than
the perception of moving chairs and setting
up rooms." Rather than being seen as a place
solely to attain basic resources for student
organizations, the office hopes to provide
opportunities for educational growth for student leaders to allow students to be the catalyst for positive change in the University of
Richmond community.
"We have started to see that... our goal is not
to provide programming for students, but to
teach students how to do programming," Keller
said. "We are the mentors and the teachers."
" [CSI is] trying to teach students how to
run programs on campus rather than just
develop programs," said Brad Groves, president of the Richmond College Student Government Association. "This past fall, student
govern1nent worked alongside the Center for
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Student Involvement to put on the homecoming concert. I know as a part of that there was
a lot of coaching, teaching, and helping students who were interested in event planning.
They were really teaching how an event like
that on a college campus comes to fruition."
CSI is also renovating its offices to make
them more accessible to student organizations
and has provided students a wider range of
experiences this year through events such as
the homecoming concert and Step Afrika!, as
well as higher caliber speakers, such as Laverne Cox and Judy Smith.
"These are not the types of programs that
we've traditionally had," Crenshaw said.
"And even when we've had people who have
name recognition, the level of engagement
within the student body has not been what it
is currently. What we are trying to do is mesh
the needs and desires of students as well as
the outcomes of our office to create a better
overall campus life experience for students."
"We have already seen strides in the culture," Keller said. "In some ways, students
are surprised when they are successful. We
saw that big time at the concert. A comment
was made, 'People are
coming!' like they were
surprised. It's a work in
progress, but students
are starting to see the
value of holding otherstheir peers-accountable
because they see the benefits of doing such."

"Even when we've had people who have
name recognition, the level of engagement
within the student body has not been what
it is currently." -Anthony Crenshaw

SPONSORED CONTENT
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ABOVE: Step Afrika!, the first
professional stepping company,
visited the university in January 2015.
PREVIOUS PAGE: Students attended the
homecoming concert in October 2014,
with Sammy Adams as headliner.

Students and faculty members who work
with and alongside the Center for Student
Involvement see these improvements as influential in shifting campus culture. Although
involvement is not universal, the office hopes
that by providing venues such as SpiderFest,
emerging leadership programs, and a spring
bootcamp for student organization leaders,
there will be a continuing momentum toward
an engaged student body.
"We are all Richmond students and there
is a drive that we all come into college with,
but I definitely see a lot more students coming
in and taking on these bigger roles like managing finances and program planning," said
Theresa Dinh, who has worked in the Center
for Student Involvement since her freshman
year. "I think people are taking these opportunities seriously and using it to their full
advantage, and more so every year because
students begin to learn what they can do and
[explore] the options that they have."
With the rebranding of the Center for Student Involvement, a new look, new energy,
and new responsibility given to students has
been brought to the University of Richmond
campus.
According to Keller: "It sells itself." !Pl
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(CULTURE) VIK YAK
(······ A COLLEGE STUDENT sits down
to start their homework, but before they do so,
they take out their phone and check Yik Yak,
an anonymous smartphone app that allows
users to share their thoughts, and has rapidly
taken over college campuses across the nation,
including the University of Richmond.
Yik Yak allows users to post anonymous
Yaks, short posts limited to 200 characters,
to local feeds that cover a radius of 1.5 miles.
Readers then have the option to upvote a post,
and thus increase its rank on the hot list, or they
may downvote it until it receives a score of -5
and is deleted.
University of Richmond students recently
voted Yik Yak the third most popular mobile
app, behind only Instagram and Snapchat,
in Forum Magazine's "Best of UR" poll.
Everywhere around campus, students can be
seen using the app to share what are usually
funny or observational thoughts, but on many
campuses across the country, Yik Yak has taken
a dark turn.
According to the Huffington Post, at least 11
Yik Yak users were arrested and charged for
threatening violent crimes on college campuses
in the past six months. At Michigan State
University, a freshman named Matthew Mullen
posted "I'm gonna [gun emoji] the school"
on his campus' Yik Yak feed. After causing
lockdowns on several nearby campuses,
Mullen was found and arrested.
Regardless of the fact that his post was a
joke, and that he had no intention of doing
anything of the kind, Mullen plead guilty to
terrorism on January 15, 2015, and will be
sentenced in February. While this is an extreme
case, situations like it are becoming a more
frequent problem on campuses throughout the
United States.
Yik Yak also has tremendous potential to be
used for anonymous bullying and hate speech, a
reason for which the app has been banned on all
high school campuses. In September 2014, The
Colgate Maroon-Neius reported that an unknown
user posted to Colgate University's feed "White
people won life, Africa lost, sorry we were so
much better than you that we were literally able
to enslave you to our will." This Yak sparked
mass protests across the university's campus
and resulted in the condemnation of Yik Yak by
th Colgate president and the administration.
This behavior could be seen again at the
University of Maryland where The Hoya reported
that a guest speaker was met with several rape
thr ats during her visit. This disturbing pattern
is app aring at a majority of colleges around the
nation; how ver, the University of Richmond
n1s to be trending in a different direction.
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Richmond's Yik Yak
"BEST OF UR" TOP YAKS
feed typically consists of
funny observations and
clever jokes, and to most
it seems unimaginable
that someone would post
I love Triceragoose
something so hateful
or
violent.
Though
offensive comments do
appear occasionally on
the campus' feed, they
Trying to fi~d- the- library bathroom ~i~k·S~ ~l
are almost always voted
hand sensor is harder than finding the g-spot 198
down within seconds.
"I have seen some
22h
-- ""'
pretty offensive and racist
posts on UR' s fe~d, but
they almost never catch
"This is Jake from VCU." "What are you ,/'.,,
on and tend to get voted
132
wearing, Jake from VCU?" "Uhh ... cargos."
down pretty quickly," said
V
a sophomore who wished
to remain anonymous.
Disclaimer: Yak votes randomly generated.
Richmond seems to
have almost entirely
refrained from making
Yaks extremely personal, while on other still maintain a level of discourse since
campuses people are often called out and they know that their peers will be the ones
harassed by name. Given the option between viewing their thoughts.
hate and humor, University of Richmond
In fact, Richmond students have even
students have overwhelmingly chosen fostered a sense of community on the app.
the latter.
When asked about her thoughts on Yik Yak, L.
In Forum Magazine's "Best of UR" poll,
Elizabeth Crawford, a UR psychology professor,
students were asked to vote for their favorite
said, "I have checked out Yik Yak due to the
Yik Yak posts. The most popular Yak on press about it, and I noticed that somebody had
campus was "I love Triceragoose." The second posted about depression and got supportive
most popular was "Trying to find the library replies. I was pleasantly surprised because
bathroom sink' s hand sensor is harder than I had heard about the situation on other
finding the g-spot." And rounding out the top
campuses. I think we should remember that
three was "'This is Jake from VCU.' 'What are this app has many purposes." These comments
you wearing, Jake from VCU?' 'Uhh ... cargos."'
echo the opinion of many Richmond students
These types of Yaks are common on UR' s feed
that although Yik Yak has potential to be used
and, as one can see, they are far more innocent for bad, it has great potential for good as well.
and funny than what has become expected at
In the wake of the devastating terrorist
other schools.
attacks in Paris, both the United States and
Why is it that while other colleges are the world are having conversations about
attempting to ban Yik Yak, if they have not done the limitations and potential dangers of free
so already, Richmond students are maintaining speech. Regardless of what it is that makes
a relatively clean and open feed? When asked Richmond students maintain a cleaner and
why she thought Richmond had a better Yik safer Yik Yak, they should be commended for
Yak, freshman Angela Lam said, "Richmond has it. Our campus' Yik Yak is by no means perfect,
less tolerance for sexual assault and violence. I but for the most part, it is significantly better
than most. Richmond has thus far avoided
think that's because of the environment set up
by the school that encourages students to be any major discussions about the role of Yik
Yak on campus, including potential bans, and
inclusive, considerate, and respectful of others.
Most schools don't pay much attention to the hopefully will avoid the need for one in the
sense of community but Richmond does."
future.
In a time of uncertainty over the limits
The result of this sense of community
contributes significantly to the content of of free speech, the fact that Richmond can
Richmond's Yik Yak because, even . in an maintain a totally open forum truly represents
anonymous forum, Richmond students the best of UR. Iii
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