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’ll EKiss Him for his Wife.

An incident, During the Late War, in the Life of Col. Geo. D. Alexander,of the Third Arkansas Regiment.

The long-stemmed battle o’er and lost, Come softly, shake our Captain’s hand,
The order came, *‘Retreat ! ”? For he’ll be dead ere night.

But many hearts lay cold and still
On beds of daisies sweet, And boys, the flower of Arkansas,

And thrilled no more at the ouset bold, From text-books to the rauks,
Nor heard retreating feet. Filed past, with misty eyes, upon

The Shenandoah’s banks,
And gently pressed their Captain’s hand—
And meanwhile damned the Yanks.

The living left the lonely dead
Upon the gpot they fell,
And turned with saddened faces back

The tale of rout to tell ; . A big, gruff, bearded Irishman
But on the kindly daisies there Brought up the rearmost file,
The dead slept soft and well, ‘And knelt beside the suffering man,
"The steady tramp wore through the night And sobbed and sobbed the while ;
Into the cheerless day, - And as that farewell band looked ony
And wearily they kept the pace Through tears there came a smile.
That led away—away,
For who could face an iron foe The Sergeant turned unto the boys,
That swept their ranks like hay? i His face with grief full rife:

¢ Begorra ! boys,”” while they gazed down
On that fast-waning life,
¢ We’ll niver see the Cap’n agin—
. I’I1 kigs him for his wife.”’

Beside the road an officer |
Lay wounded like to death— e

All pallid, faint, and helpless he, ‘
With scareely strength for breath ;

And ’twas his company plodding by,

The kiss of that rough soldier there
As one to the other§ saith : ; e

Thrilled through the Captain’s soul,

‘* Be casy, boys; there lies the man | And started fresh the sluggish life
Who led us in the fight ; From heart-fount to its goal :
We love him, and we won’t pass on And one less grave kind Nature sods
Until we’ve done him right; By Shenandoah’s roll.

Shreveport, La., Nov. 4, 1886. [.. R. HAMBERLIN.
L4
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Frecedom’s Glory.

Standing amid the ruins of Athens and
Rome, where once have been the scenes
of mighty confliets, the traveller calls to
mind the grandeur and renown once pos-
sessed by those potent cities, whose fame
once spread over all the Eastern land,
whose names have come down to be cher-
Though at these names
wonder and admiration is excited, yct no
name or word has caused the hearts of
millions to threb with such feelings of
emotion as the simple word freedom. Is
it a word of imagination and faney, soar-
ing far above the hope of realization to
vanish away in actherial mist 2 Ask yon
nation groaning and writhing under the
fierce yoke of oppression ; ask that coun-
try which lies burdened under the cruel
rule of tyranny ; ask that subjeet who is
cruelly treated by his lordly master, and
the answer will come back from a heart
that knows its meaning. '

Freedom and liberty are words cher-
ished and nourished in every huaman
breast, fostered with care that engenders
love for that shich is noble and grand,
and implants a feeling of sympathy’ for
the downtrodden and oppressed. Behold
the Parthenon of old adorned by the mas-
ter hand of Phidias. Completed, it is
grand to behold, but no perceptible change
could be seen as each stone was lail in
its respective place, still it grew in sym-
metry and form till finally it burst forth
in all its gorgeous splendor.

And so every generous act for the wel-

ished forever.

fure of a nation, every deed for the alle-

viation of the downtrodden and
pressed, is a stone set in the temple of
liberty which adds to the beauty of that
noble edifice. Revered in all ages and

op-

climes it hos been sung in the sweetest
strains of melody by poets of all gene-
rations ; it has been the theme of orators
and statesmen, while the pages of history
are filled with adoration to the Goddess
of Liberty. The history of nations is
but a struggle for freedom, a struggle for
liberty from ’neath the tyrannical sway
of some lordly master or the oppressive
rule of some opulent few. Like the
vestal fire at Rome, which, by continual
watching, was kept burning from year to
year, so that the desire for liberty, hand-
ed down by generations, should be kept
burning in every human breast, ramem-
bering hosw their fathers’ blood has moist-
ened the ficld of battle in their defence
The pages of the
history of every country are filled with

for freedom’s glory.

contests [or freedom.

The political and individual liberty of
every inhabitant of Greece was at first
meagre and narrow ill through the broad
view of Solon that restraint was in a
great measure removed, giving to the
Greek that freedom of mind and thought
which resulted in the gift to the world
of some of the grandest works of
philosophy and art that the world has
ever had. Had Greece been bound
together under one republic instead of
separated into different states, she per-
haps might have continued longer. But
still are we proud of her gifts to the world,
and look with admiration upon her vie-
tories in war,  The history of Rome is
but a contest of liberty, a contest between
the poor and the wealthy aristocratic
patricians..  When countries fell under
the fierce Roman yoke, when Rome was
in her height and grandeur, then it was
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that the freedom of the people rcached
it highest acme, soon again to be trampled
under foot, causing the grand old Cicero
to exclaim, ¢ O Liberty, once sacred, now
trampled upon.””  But the histories of
Greece and Rome, of her noble sons who
were slain by the hand of violence, only
showed that freedomn could not exist
where Christianity did not wield its in-
fluence. . Soon after the downfall of the
Roman Empire, a new era was at hand—
the dawn of Christianity had now burst
forth to wield its influence, so mighty,
0 great, that the whole world would feel
its power ; but not until myriads of noble
men had moistened the ground.with a
martyr’s blood.

In France, everything was submitted
to the will of the king, and the national
assemblies never regained their power.
This accounts for their past and present
condition. There was a time when, if the
French had been prepared for liberty.
they could have burst forth from the
shackles of their bondage. It was the
time when Charles the Seventh, opposed
by England, preserved his crown by the
wonderful and heroic deed of that grand-
est of women, Joan of Arve. Thus was
the golden opportunity for liberty forever
lost. ’Tis the name of Switzerland that
brings enthusiasm to the heart of every
lover of freedom. Small in area, and
with but a handful of men, it stubborn-
ly resisted the attacks of its enemies and
maintained liberty for its citizens. 'Twas
a brave Swiss who rushed forward into
the enemy’s ranks, leading the way to
victovy, about whom the lines were writ-
ten —

Make way for liberty, he cried,

Then ran with arms extended. wide,
As if his dearest friend to clasp.

Ten spears he swept within his grasp ;

Make way for liberty, he cried ;

Their keen points met from side to side,
Ile bowed among them like a tree,
And then made way for liberty.

Tongland’s sons, too, had a love for lib-
erty, and the history of their country is
but a steaggle between the people for
freedom and the king for supremacy of
powver.  The execution of her cruel ty-
rant, Charles the First, is but an exam-
ple of the hatred the English had for op-
pression and subjugation. Imbued with
the high prerogative of his predecessors,
Charles ruled the people with an iron
will,causing them to groan under the fierce
yoke of oppression. Submitting as long
as possible to the cruel tyrauny of his
reign, a large class of people, and among

- them some of marked ability, rose up in

resentment, which léd to the eivil war,
gaining for the people of England those
principles of freedom which was handed
down to their posterity. * And thus Eng-
laud, upon a firm basis, governed by the
principles of freedom, began to rise in all’
her greatness, soon to become one of the
mightiest nations of the globe.

But liberty was destined to have a far
more extenisive area, a place where tyranny
was never known, a home where it should
blossom and bloom ‘in all the beauty of
its nature. ' The landing of the May-
flower on the shores of America filled
with people who had fled from the per-
secution for religious prineiples, was but
the forerunner of a nation where liberty
should reach its acme. The growth and
presperity of this colony caused jealousy
to England, and not satisfied with the
oppression she held upon her citizens at
home, she cndeavored to tax' these
colonies, to make them pay tribute to her
when not even allowed representation
in her Parliament. This attenipt to tax
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the American colonies was opposed by
some of the greatest orators and states-
men that England has ever produced, and
the colonies with pride and indignation
rose up in rebellion, and gained for them-
selves that freedom which we now so
richly enjoy. And what is England doing
to-day ? She is grinding down Ireland un-
der her fierce yoke of oppression, nor
listening to the warnings of her Glad-
stone, the grandest man of to-day.

But we cherish no ill-feeling towards
England ; we rejoice at her prosperity:.
We do not, we would not, forget it was

from our English ancestors that we im-
bibed that love for liberty. Milton and
Hamden, Chatham and Burke, are names
which we will ever hold in remembrance.
We are to-day basking in the warm sun-
shine of freedom so dearly bought by the
blood of our ancestors. Qur Jefferson,
Washington and Henry will ever be held
up for imitation to future generations.
Yes, let liberty and freedom be the mon-
archs of our nation, then will our own
symbolic eagle soar high in exultant
strains. ; 6

DunBAR.

‘The Trade Spirit—Shall it BBecome a Curse ?

It is a generalization of Guizot, that
those nations of the world whese civili-
zations have been developed through the
predominance and ruling influence of one
idea have either never risen at all to a
high plane of national life, or meteor-like,
have flashed into a brilliant existence,
and as quickly declined into decay and
death. On the other hand, those coun-
tries in which no one constituent princi-
ple is predeminant to the exclusion of
the due influence and activity of the rest,
but in which there is a harmonious blend-

ing of all the elements which go to make |

up a healthful national existence—those
countries are they which have attained to
the true standard of greatness and lived
through long centuries of influence and
power. It was the predominance of one
idea that gave for a time to Athens the
hegemony of Greece, and to Sparta the
power to wrest it from her. And it was
the ruling power of one element that
made Carthage the short-lived mistress of
the Mediterranean.

It is those countries in which the
minds of the thinking men—they rule
the destiny of a land—are proportionately
turned upon all those elements, and the
development of all those ideas which go
to make up a well-rounded national life,
that are destined to rule their sister na-
tions and even live to see their downfall,
As the blending of myriads of discordant
sounds may make music, 80, in the make-
up of a government, the union of ele-
ments apparently antagonistic, may work
out a magnificent harmony, and be the
cause of healthful and vigorous growth,
As the man of one idea is to be dreaded,
so the fate of a nation of one idea is to be
deplored. Take Turkey, a country in
which the ruling influence is the authority
of the will of one man, and we have a
case in point. Take also Russia, a coun-.
try in many and important respects
richly endowed, and we find its strength
greatly dwarfed by the great excess of
the principle of monarchial authority.
Take a glance at Spain : though the home
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of a powerful and robust people, she
lags behind in the onward march of na-
tions, because of the excessiveness of the
authority of church and state. Why
have not the South American Republics
been successes ? Their people are ener-
getic and their resources abundant. Why
have they been conspicuous failures ? Be-
cause of the complete control which the
majority exercises over the minority. If
it be true that “ Nobody is so undemo-
* cratic as the people,” then we see why
the South Anerican Republics have been
failures. In them is found a majority
‘ruling with an iron hand—a democracy
run mad. No tyranny can be more ter-
rible than a despotism of a majority.
The rule is severe, and redress difficult.

On the other hand, if we call to mind

the greatness of fngland, the influence

of Germany, we have illustrations of
what nations may become, where there
is a proper blending of the elements of
real strength. Where there is a union
of governmental authority and democra-
oy, science and philesophy, politics and
morality, trade and agriculture, benevo-
lence and justice. Where there is felt
the influence of the political thinker and
the theologian, the logician and the poet,
the scientist and the artist, the man of
muscle and the man of brain. There no
one element can stifle the others, or by
undue growth choke them out of exist-
ence, but each developing side by side,
aiding, modifying, and regulating the
rest.

Let us now come nearer home. Our
country has, in a brief existence of but
little more than a century, reached a po-
sition among the nations of the earth, to
which it has required others, century at-
ter century to attain, and to which many

7

have never and can never hope to attain,
a position in very many respects second
to none. From the very time when she
first raised her infant hand against ma-
ternal oppression and conquered, she has
been treading onward and upward stead-
ily and with unprecedented rapidity, till
we have the glorious inheritance—AME-
RICA OF T0-DAY. [Her sails sweep the
seas ; her factories rival the world ; her
exports reach every land; ler name is
everywhere honored, and her power re-
spected. All this in a century and a de-
cade !

How do we account for this most phe-
nomenal development ?

Is i¢ that the United States is but an
instance of the abiding trath of Guizot’s
generalization ?  Has it been an unnatu-
ral preponderance of one element that has
caused the rapid progress which we, as a
country, have made? Arewe under the
influence of one idea? If so, what is
that ruling principle? 1 answer, the
trade spirit.  Is it not that which is to-
day chiefly engaging the minds of the
American people ?

Think of the large commercial and
manufacturing cities, which have sprung
up in this country almost as if by magic
hand. Think of the metropolis of the
great Kmpire State, and what a stand it

takes among the great cities of the world—

itself the youngest of them all. = Think of
Chicago, risinz pheenix-like from its own
ashes, and in so short a time becoming
the city that we find it te-day. What has
done it? ‘The answer must be, a com-

. bination of the trade with the industrial

spirit.  Our eountry has made wonder-
ful progress in its schools and universi-
ties, but in the thorough-going educational
idea, she does not rival Germany. Her



progress from a literary point of view has
been very great, but in furnishing to the
world its literature she does not rival ling-
land. She has done much for scienec,
and given to the world some of its most
wonderful inventions and grandest scien-
tific discoveries. But what has been their
nature? They are not the electrie-ma-
chine, the aiv-pump, the telescope or the
microseope, but the steam-cngine, the
steamboat, the railroad engine, the sewing-
machine, the cotton -gin, the telegraph and
the telephone—inventions just as great, it
may be greater, just as wonderful, it may
be more wonderful, yet it shows how our
scientific mind has been largely directed
to those points which aid or promise to
be conducive to the greater development.
of the commercial interests.

Liet us now inquire how this greal zeal
for trading and money-making affects our
country. |

Iirst, let us consider it with regard to its
effects on Education. In what way does
the zealous trade spirit affect the educa-

_tional spirit of our country ? - As soon
as the boy of America rcaches the age
when he must think for himself, he finds
that he is in the midst of the great bustle

He cannot

but be influenced and moulded by it.

and flurry of business life.

The great influence of mercantilism is in
the very atmosphere, and he cannot bat

be reached by the infeetion.  With mind
ill-stored and ill-cquipped for life’s duties,
he is caught on the whirl, and with his
shallow barl is tossed hither and thither,
with little sail and less ballast.

Why is it that in the large cities of our
country, the number of those taking a
collegiate education ' is so alarmingly
small 2 The answer is the trade vortex
has ‘caught the young men, and by its

~ment. They love to speculate.

6 . RICHMOND COLLEGE MESSENGER.

busy whirl they are hurried almost in-
voluntarily along. = For this reason it is,
that the country, rather than the city,
boasts of the birth-places of o_hr great
national leaders. Thespirit of trade has
distorted so many of the young men of
the cities from their proper channels,
while the country youth has in a great
Our

preachers, our college presidents and pro-,

measure escaped its inftuence.

fessors are and have always been largely
countrs-born and country-reared- men.
The cities have not furnished their jast
quota to these higher callings. It is the
influence of the trade spirit.

As an instance of how this influence

Caffeets social life, read the following,

clipped from one of our dailies, referring
to social life in the Great Gotham :
“Society is once more fascinated with
the craze of speculation. Its favorite
themes of discussion are pailoads and
mines. ¢ Can you tell me,” a young lady
asked me at dinner, ¢ whether Jay Gould
really controls Jersey Central 2 ¢Is it
true,” demanded another, ¢ that Mr. Con-

" nor has found a bonanza in the Pheenix

mine? Our school-girls are getting
versed in the intricacies of options, priv-
ileges, and first-niortgage bonds.  Our
school-boys are growing like Fanfar
Benoitor, in Sardon’s play, who specu-
lated iin-matbles at nine. . Wherever you
go, there is an incessant babble of Wa-
bash and Reading, of Lake Shore and
Nickel Plate,” &e., &e.

The eraze of speculation! It 1s said
that the American people live on excite-
Our old

men deal in futures, our young men gam-
ble in stocks. It is because the Ameri-
can people feel impressed with the su-
preme importance of money-making.
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With such mental mottoes as ¢ Get
money, honestly if possible, but—gét
money,” and ¢ Business is husiness,”
we are fast becoming a people of one
idea.

Throughout our country, more cspe-
cially in the large cities, we are con-
stantly hearing reported cases of mal-
feasance in public office. Instead of be-
ing on the decline, the number of such
Even the
most exalted representatives and ‘the
most trasted officials are found to be af-
fected by the taint. Why does this un-
fortunate state of affairs exist 2 - Because
the best and most worthy men cannot be
induced to accept the offices in onr muni-

ases seems to be increasing.

cipal governments. And why is this true ?
The answer must be found in the fact
that the most competent men arve not
willing to spare from their business the
time and thought whieh they might give
to the interests of their city and good
government. The spirit of mercantileism
has made them mniore eager for wealth
ghan desirous of honest rule, has made
them the possessors)of more cupidity
than patriotism. Asa matter of pecuniary
interest (o themselves, they would rather
pay a few hundred dollars more taxes to
make up the deficits oceasioned by dis-
honest office-holders, than give a part of
their time in making sure that the public
funds are not misappropriated. But is
this the true spirit of republicanism ? 1
trow not.  Every good citizen should
esteem it a privilege, I do notsay a duty,
to lend a helping hand to honest govern-
ment. ~ But often it is much easier to

find out the source of disease than apply

an effective cure. How to remedy this
evil in the existing state of affuirs is o
difficult question.

st and demagoguery.

Should the state or municipality pay
to legislators or councilmen salaries suf-
ficient to demand the services of the best
and most able men? This might seem
a solution of the question, and yet the
motives which would actuate unserupu-
lous, designing men to put forth efforts to
obtain a lucrative office would then be
greatly strengthened. What is to be
done? The members of the House of
Commons of HEngland receive no pay at
all, and yet the office is sought and ob-
tained by many of the eountry’s ablest
and best men.  Although this plan may
shut out from England’s legislative halls
many able men, who cannot afford to be
members of the House of Commons, yet
no such prize is there offered to self-inter-
In New York
city the town council is well paid ; but to .
find out the character of the men who
draw the pay, we have only to look at
the proceedings of the recent trials in the
New York eriminal courts, where the as-
tounding and humiliating intelligence
was brought to light, that nearly the
whole body was more or less concerned
in the acceptance of a gigantic railway
bribe. While in Berlin, a e¢ity which
may be compared with New York in
population and commercial importance;
some of the ablest statesmen, who are
connected with national affairs, arve also
members of the town council. The dif-
ference is this. In Berlin affairs are in-
trusted to the hands of men who have
given thought and attention to political
economy and the science of government ;
while in American New York they are in
the hands of demagogues and street-cor-
ner politicians, bummers and professional
tricksters.

The fault is with the people. They
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will not take time from business pursuits
to engage in any donsecutive, political
thought. If they may only run their
business with success, the government
may run itself without it. In a form of
government like our own (thanks to our
fathers for so rich a legacy), every mau
should be a student of governmental sci-
ence and the principles of republicanism.
Then it will not be necessary ‘that the
reins of governmental authority fall into
the hands of men ignorant of the firs
principles of government, men unappre-
ciative of the animus of our institutions,
men unscrupulous in their methods, and
who think that the whole ship of state
was created for their peculiar benefit, and
must be steered into their own little ports
in the interest of their own self-aggran-
_dizement. Then, we will not be at the
merey of “ boodle aldermen” and ‘“ab-
sconding treasurcrs.”’’  Then we will not
hear the noise of *pan-electric scandals”
and  Broadway bribes,” norv live under
a regime in which it is only necessary to
“embezzle” and “abscond,” and Canada
robs Sing-Sing.

Our statesmen have become wonderful-
ly dwarfed till, whether statesmen be an
appropriate name for them is a question
of serious doubt, if we do not unhesitat-
ingly decide in the negative. Our coun-
try has become rich in wealth, and poor
in statesmen; rich in platocrats, and
poor in political thinkers. ~ With Gold-
smith we may say, A
111 fares the land to hastening ills a prey,

Where wealth aceumulates, and men de-

oy

Why is it that both political parties of
our country are afraid to touch the much
agitated ¢ tariff question 2”7 Because the
commercial elements of our land are

“question of Labor.

- trade-ism.

clamorous for ¢ proteetion.” T'he trade
element is protected and others go anpro-
tected. A system of taxation which was
adopted to support a gigantic war is thus
fustened on us, and a tyrannical trade
spirit debars from our people equity and
Jjustice to all classes.

Our land is to-day stirred from centre
to circumference by the all-absorbing
The perturbed and
restless condition of the working classes
betrays that there is something wrong.
Labor’ and capital, which should be fast
and inseparable friends, are at war the
one with the other. The breach is wide
and widening. = What is at the bottom of
this most unfortunate strife? I answer,
the spirit of monopolisin, which is ultra
It is that grasping spirit of
the capitalist that pays starvation wages
and oppresses the poor employee. What
an unjust distribution it is that those who
do the producing should receive such a
small share in the profits of the produc-
tion! The man who furnishes the capi-
tal becomes a millionaire, or perhaps a
“railroad king,” while the * bone and
sinew ”’ can scarcely keep the wolf from
the door. ‘

There is something wrong.  The times
are out of joint, and that man should be
hailed as hero, who can set them right.
The “ Knight of Labor?! has tried and
thus far failed. Henry George would by
some enactment have the wealth of the
millionaire distributed, and by a sort of
“horizontal method,” equalize the pes-
session of wealth—a design that at

.once, no doubt, touches a responsive

chord within the soul of every loafer in
the land. The honest laborer makes no
such demand. He asks honest wages for
his own toil, not the fortune of another—
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justice, not charity. But suppose so wild
a dream as that of Henry George were
put into actual execution, how short a
time it would be before the Sages and
RFields would again be the possessors of
their millions, and the Goulds and Van-
derbilts of their hundreds of millions,
and the masses as poor as ever ! If there
were buﬁ one commodity of life, and that
were as plentiful as the sparkling water
we drink, would it be long, think you,
before a few men would own the world’s
water supply, and the rest go thirsty ?
As water seeks its level, so this matter
of the accumulation of wealth adjusts it-
self, and no artificial means can avail for
its regulation. The evil lies deeper than
that a few ten have the wealth, and the
masses are poor. It lies in the spirit
which inclines men to strive for riches at
all hazzards. The Ethies of business is
become abominably corrupt. To the poor
laborer neither mercy nor justice is meted
out by the oppressing capitalist. Women
and children whom harsh-handed Neces-
sity has violently forced into unmatural
channels of business, are oppressed un-
feelingly by hard-hearted Capital. Eight
hours work for twenty-five cents | Eight
cents for a pair of pants, and five cents
for a shirt ! :

Ob, if Capital and Monopoly would
only remember how much of life-blood

ebbs away with every stitch of the nee-
dle, how much is drawn out at every ply
of the thread! Do they feel that they
are trafficing in flesh and blood, and—is
flesh and blood so cheap? It is

“ Work ! work ! work!

’l‘iil the heartis sick, and the brain benumpbed,
As well as the weary hand,”’

Do pricked fingers, eye-lids heavy and
red, and the swimming brain, send no
softening appeal to the heart of King
Capital 2 Has his soul become 8o shriv-
elled as to rattle in a pea-shell—untouch-
od by the plea of the poor laborer when
his children cry for bread 2 Alas, how

‘¢ Man’s inhumanity to man
Makes countless thousands mourn.”’

Let not glorious America become a
nation of one idea. Let not her mer-
cantilism usurp more than its rightful
place in her bosom. Let her arise and
shake off from herself the tyranny which
the growing trade spirit threatens to fasten
tightly about her. Let her fear to grow
fat, pampered by the meat of one element
of growth and sustenance alone. Tet her
give more attention to eduecation in all
its phases, to the education of the heart
and of the hand as well as of the mind,
to literature, to science, to philosophy, to
morals, and to the fine arts as well as to
trade, and then Ameriea will not be the
evolution of any one dominant principle
which shall exercise a despotism over the
others and develop her civilization in
subordination to itself; but many strong
elements existing and working together
in grand unison, stimulating and restrain-
ing each other, will cause her civilization
to be, not one-sided, distorted or short-
lived, but rich, full, everlasting. Let
America do this, and thus supplementing
her civilization with bigher elements, she
shall become worthy of higher destinies.
Let her do this, and—long live America !

E B P
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Words.

There are good words, bad words, and
indifferent words., Men use them as
conventional signs for ideas. In the ma-
jority of cases men use them without ever
stopping to think whether there is more
in the word than the mere idea they wish
to express.

These reverend gentlemen are treated
with contempt, as only nonentities fit for
serving the present purpose of conveying
the thought to the listener. The fact that
most words in common use are far older
than the oldest of the human race, and
that they are thus, at least, entitled to the
respect due to age, is lost sight of in the
hurry and bustle of life. There is more
in words than the simple idea which they
at present designate. They have been
bandied through the world for “lo these
many years,” serving human beings in
the most docile manner, while being
changed and mutilated, yet many of them
retain enough of their former self to be
traced through the ages of the past baclk
_almost to the time when they sprang from
the brain of some inventor. One may
well admire the genius and poetical fancy
of him who said of words, “They are
fossil poetry,” or “fossil history.” We
can but admire the beauty of the expres-
sion, and yet the term fossil seems to ex-
press too much.

There are words full of poetry and
history which are in daily use and have
never ceased to be used since they were
coined. They are still living, and their

age only lends beauty and symmetry to |

their form and power; gives the last
finishing touches as some great artist to
a masterpiece. I would offer a protest

against speaking of such words as “ dilap-

idated,” ¢ frank,”
cinth,” and a host of others T might men-
tion, as being fossil. We think of a fossil
as something that has been hidden away
through countless ages and at last brought
to light.  Why should these living words
be termed fossil ? Ts their poetry dead,
or has it been locked up from the human
race? It seems to me that we cast a

_slur upon our ancestors by saying that
‘these words contained poetry and they
did not have sense enough to appreciate

it. And when we speak of a “dilapi-
dated 7 fortune, the poetical idea of a
man’s fortune falling away piece by piece
and crumbling to the dust, comes out
just as fully, and has always done so,
now as it did on the first day the word
was used in that sense. So, too, when we

| see and speak of the beautiful hyacinth,

the touching legend that originally it was
a noble and beautiful Laconian youth,

whom Apollo loved, bat who was unfor-

tunately slain by that deity while they
were playing’ a game of quoits, when
making an accidental pitch, and that
from his blood sprang up the flower
which bears his name, comes up before
our minds in all its beauty.

Are the beautiful thoughts which clus-
ter around these words to be thought of
as having lain for centuries hidden from
view and just recently brought to light ?
Are they not as truly living to-day, and
have continued to be, as they were on the
day they began their &areer? True, all
men do not recognize the poetry, but that
does not prove its non-existence, or, bet-
ter perhaps, its existence in fossil. All

men do not appreciate poetry when clothed

in the recognized garb. Some are unfor-

“sincere,” . “hya-

3
e
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tunate in not having the necessary train-
ing ; others are too lazy to go to the trou-
ble of searching for it, however much they
may be capable of appreciating the same.

Now a word or two on the history in
words. Each word may be said to em-
body along with its own the history in
part of the nation. Some words are bet-

ter formed to give up the facts contained,

but a diligent study of words will always
repay the student of history. By com-
paring the words of one language with
those of another we find traces of kinship
which we would otherwise never suspect.
Thus can be traced a close connection
between nearly all of the languages of
Burope and many of the Asiatic tongues.

The rise and fall of nations may be
traced by their words. Thus among the

barbarous tribes of Africa may be traced
a gradual degrading process. Words, or
traces of words, may be found which ex-
press higher and nobler ideas than the
people at present can appreciate. In our
own language “cabal,” “lynch,” “hoy-
cott,”” ““federal,” ¢ moonshiner,” and
many others, bear testimony to some im-
portant fact in history. How much more
interest we feel in listening to a discourse
or perusing an article when the words not
only present the ideas intended, but also
introduce a whole series of other thought.
Indeed, the intellectual feast is more than
doubled.

If these things be so, why use words
as though they were simply signs of ideas

and nothing more ?
QUISQUAM,

My Purpose in Life.

Nothing so powerfully influences a
man’s life as his life purpose. Associations
and surroundings, advantages and oppor-
tunities, really affect the usefulness and
nobility of a man’s life only in so far as
they first affect his purpose.

The practical question, Howshall I live
or, What shall I accomplish in life, is al’
ways determined by the personal question,
What is my purpose in life? Every
effect must have its cause, and in regard to
human actions every result may be traced
to an act of the will as its ultimate cause,
which involved of course a purpose. Pur-
pose, therefore, is the germ from which
every human action springs. This is not
" only true of our single actions, but it is
true of life taken as a whole. Asis our
purpose so will our life be. Surely, then,
nothing so much concerns us, if we desire

to live a useful and noble life, as the de-
cision in regard to what we shall live for,
Here we are liable to make one of two
great mistakes. In the first place we are
liable to live for the wrong purpose, and
such a mistake is very easily made, be-
cause every man is evidently created only
for one spacial work, for one single mis-
sion. There are not a number of differ-
ent spheres for which he is equally
adapted, and from which he is free to
choose one tolive in.  But for him there
is but one sphere. If he fails to get into
this, he gets into the wrong place, and
lives for the wrong purpose. Just as is
the case with a large and intricate ma-
chine. Every part has its own place and
its own work to perform. Every wheel
must revolve upon its own axle, every cog
must be accurately adjusted to other cogs.
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Should any one of these parts become
dislocated, get out of its own place, it
cannot, of course, in any other position
aid the working of the whole machine,
but in fact it becomes perfectly powerless
except to impede and interrupt the other
parts in the discharge of their functions.
So it is with humanity or society at large,
to which every individual man sustains
the relation of a part to a great machine.
He can only be an efficient factor in the
work of the whole by occupying his own
peculiar place and by performing his own
peculiar functions. If he fails to do this,
he not only renders himself powerless to
aid by his life in the progress and devel-
opment of society and humanity, but by
getting out of his sphere he necessarily
gets in the way of others, and in this way
he causes friction and discord. DBeing
out of the place for which God created
him, he is out of harmony with the whole
world. Here doubtless we find the rea-
son why so many lives are useless and
unhappy, and, worse still, why they also
render other lives useless and unhappy.
Of all the mistakes or blunders that we
can make, this mistake in regard to our
life purpose is the greatest. It is a mis-
take which we will never be able to cor-
rect, because we cannot live life over
again. The man who misappropriates a
million of dollars or by some bad invest-
ment, loses it, is regarded very unfortu-
nate, but how much sadder it is to think
that many men misappropriate the whole
of life itself—time, talent, opportunity,
being. How sad to think that so many
invest these, which alone constitute real
wealth, in such enterprises that make
them absolute bankrupts at the close of

life when they balance their accounts with

God and their fellow-men.

The other great mistake that we are
liable to make is to live without a pur-
pose. Every one will readily admit that
to do this is a great mistake. God has
displayed a2 purpose in everything that
he has created, and nothing therefore is
fulfilling the design of its creation which
is not either blindly or intelligently striv-
ing to accomplish this purpose. Hspe-
cally is this true of man, the most high-
ly endowed and thoroughly equipped of
all of God’s creatures. If the tiny sprig
of grass is blindly striving to perform its
mission, surely it is a great mistake for a
man to live without a purpese to falfil
his as best he can. e

But it may be said that everybody has
a purpose in life. This, however, I think
is a mistake. I suppose everybody has
something like a daily purpose, a month-
ly or a yearly purpose; but this does not
constitute a life purpose. It may be the
purpose of most people to provide for
themselves the comforts of life, to secure
as many pleasures and to avoid as many
troubles as they can, but this cannot be
regarded as a real life purpose. Nothing
can justly be considered such a purpose
which doés not in some sense look upon
life as a whole, and, like a continuous
thread, may be traced through all our
varied situations and actions. Such a
purpose aims at the accomplishment of
something while we live that will leave
the world when we die at least different,
if not better than before. But if we live
with no other aim than simply to be self-
sustaining, simply to support ourselves,
simply to have a good time and succeed
in accomplishing nothing more than this,

when we die we will leave the world just
where it would have been had we never
lived, and it may be truly said of us that
we lived without a life purpose.
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Edeals of Blappiness.

Every youth has his ideuls of happi-
ness which he hopes to reach in after life.
From his earliest boyhood they come to
him and grow upon him as he gets
older. In proportion as his thoughts are
developed and mind expanded, in that
proportion do his ideals increase.  His
ambition gets greater, and along with that
he hopes to attain to greater ends, and
his ideals include more than ever.

It is as nataral for him to build air-
castles as it is for water to flow down-
stream. He spends moments—-yea,hours—
in contemplating the great heights he will
reach, and in musing over the time when
he will startle the world with his great-
ness and see the people bowing at his fect.
Wlhatever trials may come, whatever dis-
appointments may meet him, whatever
cares may weigh down upon him, he still
clings to his fancies, and the bright star of
Hope, which glitters ever before him,
causes him to overleap all difficuties
and keeps his mind intent upon the no-
ble fancies his imagination has conceived
of. If one hope is cast down, he builds
up another even greater and more mag-
nificent than the preceding. In hisdarkest
hours he broods over what heis going to be-
come, and is comforted. The frown leaves
his brow, and instead, peaceful thoughts
comfort him. He meditates that though
now the clouds may be hanging over him
with threatening mien, yet they will break
and the golden orb with all its grandeur
will burst forth and bring joy and glad-

ness when his ideals have been reached.

It is good for every youth to have his
ideals. It is good for bim to have some
lofty heights to strive after. It ennobles
his life, it causes him to work harder and

strive more strenuously, and leads him to
consider that he has something to live
for. Every youth should have some goal
for him to reach and some purpose in life.
A youth without a purpose, with no am-
bition, is a pitiable sight, and no success
awaits him in this life. He will always
wander around trying one thing and an-
No pros-
perity will be his, no happiness awaits
him, and the world has no need of him.

other, but succeed . at none.

It is therefore fortunate that these are
not so numerous. The welfare of the
country demands that its youths should
be ambitous, and with that sort it will
prosper, and the fewer the other class,
the better for it.  But, thoughall youths
have some end in life, yet they differ in

_ their ideals of happiness, and one looks

to one ideal, another to another. They
differ from one another in disposition
and character, they are unlike in their
amount of energy and perseverance, and
on account of all these differences their
ideals differ. The great aim and purpose
in the life of one is to a‘tain great wealth.
He looks forward to the time shen on

. some fashionable street in one of our large

cities he will possess a marble palace.
He hopes to have his halls filled with
the noblest works of art, to have the
finest paintings on his walls, and his
rooms filled with all the grandeur his
mind can conceive of. Liveried attendants
will be at his hand to do his bidding and
his least command will be obeyed. His
parks will be filled with ever-flowing
fountaivs and the evergreen will enhance
their beauty and grandeur. = His conser-
vatories will contain the most lovely
flowers, whose perfume will shed an en-
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chanting fragrance through the surround-
ing air. Oriental magnificence will be
his, and everything his heart can desire,
“he will possess. His daughters will be
sought after all over the land, and his
sons will be the leaders of fashion. This
is but a poor picture which has been
given, and does not approach the con-
ceptions of his imagination. No one,
though he had the pen of a Shakespeare
or the cloquence of a Chatham, could de-
pict in sufficient terms the golden dreams
of his imagination.

Bat let us now turn to a different class.
They do not look at wealth as their ideal.
They consider that as below their thoughts,
and turn te the more ambitious field of
fame. All their thoughts tarn in this
direction, and they look forward with all
the pleasure their imagination can afford
to the time when their name will be on
everybody’s lips, when the whole world
will unite in sounding their praises.
Then poets will rejoice in singing of their
exploits and orators will paint their lives
in glowing periods. The whole world
will be at their feet and everlasting hon-
ors will be heaped upon them. History
will carry their names down throvgh the
ages, and future nations will admire their
deeds. They will outstrip Alexander and
Cesar, the glory of Cicero and Charle-
magne will fade before them as the stars
before the rising sun. '

But though they all hope for fame, yet
they look for it in different directions.
One looks forward to the time when he
will be a great statesman ; when he will
occupy a high position in the country’s
affairs ; when the people will elect him to
their bighest honors and look upon him
as their deliverer. He hopes to exceed
Clay and Webster, and even to reach a

more exalted position in the ranks of the
famous than Gladstone himself, the great-
est name of modern times, _
Another expects to strive for glory in
the ficld of arms. He intends to be a
great general and lead his troops on to
victory. He reads the lives of Napoleon
and Washington, and an enthusiasm is
aroused in him to be like them.

Still another hopes to wreap golden
honors in the field of letters. He cares
not for wealth ; he does not desire emi-
nent positions, but longs to have his books
read by the people, and be handed down
for the instruction of future ages. He
hopes to oceupy an exalted station among
the literati of the world, and to have his
name coupled with that of Macaulay, and
Hume, and other such men. Another in-
tends to be a poet. Even now he spends
his time in writing off snatches of poetic
rhyme, but in future years he hopes to be
a brilliant gem in the diadem of poetry.
Another hopes to be an orator, and to
sway the people by his eloquence. An-
other awaits his renown in the field of
science, where he will make some new
discoveries for the benefit of mankind.
He will either in astronomy, or geology, or
in some other branches of science eclipse
all former discoveries and inventions, and
present to the world something new.

So we see, in one way or another, a
large class of youths are awaiting the mo-
ment which will make them famous.
They look to this as their ideal of happi-
ness, and are striving to reach this goal.
But the classes whom I have mentioned,
those for wealth and fame, are selfish in
their hopes. It is for the emolument of
self they are striving. They are sacrifi-
cing on the altar of self, and worship it.
But we must-rejoice that there is a class
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of youths who entirely forget self in their
ideals, and intend to strive for the good
-of mankind. But there is sadness in the
thought that this class are so few, alas!
too few. There is sorrow that so many
are wrapped up in self and so few who,
in all their dreams neglecting self, think
of the human race. But yet this few, this
noble few, will accomplish great good.
They hope in future years to become
great philanthreopists, to elevate the
human race and ameliorate their condi-
tion. They hope to make the world bet-
ter because they have lived in it, and to
cause many a poor, broken-down human
being to rise up and bless them.

They do net look for glery in this
world, they do not strive for the flattery
of princes, they do not consider this
world’s honors of any value, but only
hope for the time when they can make
other people happy. - What a sorrow that
these are so few. If this class were great
in numbers and earnest in their endea-
vors, how different would be the condition
of things! The poor, ragged urchin

would not be walking the streets with no -

shelter to cover him, the disconsolate
mother would not be giving to her ¢hil-
dren the last morsel of bread, the for-
saken wretches would not be sunk in
misery and vice, but a helping  hand
would be extended to them and homes

would be provided for them. O that the
youth of our country may strive more
for this! O may they have, as theiy
ideals of happiness, to help their fellow-
men, and in making them happy they
will obtain happiness therselves! May
they not strive only for selfish ends, but
let all they attain in this world tend to
promote the welfare of the nation,

We have hastily sketched some of the
ideals of happiness of the youths of our
nation.  There are many others which
have not been mentioned, but the largest
class are those who hope to attain to
wealth or fame, or to benefit their fellow-
men. Few are they who strive for noth-
ing, and the fewer the better. All will
attain what they strive for. Those who
hope to have wealth, if they strive with
all the energy in their nature to attain it,
will be successful. Those who hope to
be enrolled among the famous, will ob-
tain glory and honor in proportion as
they strive for it. And those who hope

 to be philanthropists, though they may

not be rewarded in this world, yet in the
world to come, shen all this world’s
honors will fade away like the mist be-
fore the rising sun, they will receive a re-
ward which will never grow dim nor
pass away through all the endless ages of
eternity.
Aun Taere!
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‘A Stuady of the Classics.

The question of classical study has long

leen a subject of debate, and its import-
ance has frequently been vigorously
denied.  Yet, in spite of stern opposition
it has risen in importance and favor.
Many of the most beautiful and in-
structive works of the classical writers
have been carefully and elegantly edited
by American scholars. At present the
classical course in many of our colleges,
instead of being limited to a few extracts,
embraces a sevies of entire works in all
the eminent departments of ancient litera-
ture. The manner of studying antiquity
has been changed, and now we have the
history, the arts, the domestic life, the
private and public usages and the educa-
tion of the ancients concentrated upon the
literary remains of antiquity. Thus,
slowly but weleomely, the light of the
importanee of classical study is beginning
to dawn upon America ; classical scholar-
ship is now breathing the same spirit
which inspired it in the Old World ; it is
now regarded as something higher and
better than a mere study of words and
grammatical forms ; itis a wide and grate-
ful appreciation of the greatest works in
history, poetry, and the arts that the
genius of man has ever given to the
world. But there are those who would
leave-in peaceful silence the writings of

the Grecian and Roman authors, and who

are vehemently opposing their study.

Let us, then, with all due respect for
such, notice some of their objections and
endeavor to refute them.

1st. Modern literature, throbbing with
present life, impassioned and tlirilling
poetry, which the strong and exciting
character of the age kindles into fiery ex-

pression, stir all hearts, arouse all minds
and the time left for the severe study of
the classies is too short.

This objection may well find a respon-
sive echo in the mind excited and de-
luded by the pernicious literature of to-
day ; it may meet the hearty approval of
the mind that loves to revel only in the
realms cf faney, and that finds time to
read nothing but such as is pleasing to
the imagination or favorable to sentiment
or feeling. DBut even in the field of
fietion, in the excitements of modern
literature, there is an agent that adds
new ardor to classical study. The vital-
ity of modern literature has sent a stream
of living light into the frozen veins of
the dead languages. That attractive, that
exquisitely beautiful poem of Goéthe’s,
Iphigenia at Tauris, has encircled the
name of the great German with a ringlet
of eminence that even Milton would have
fondly cherished. |

What, we ask, was the beginning, the
source, of Huaropean cultare? A voice
comes in response from the highest circle
of refinement and illte]‘li‘gence: the Greek
and Roman classics. Nothing can tram-
ple them in the dust. The immortal Ho-
mer gives vent to his poetic genius in the
richest of Buropean poetry. Though near- -
ly thirty centuries of continual progress
have passed away, he stands, venerable

~with age, touching his gifted harp to

strains of unsurpassed, even yet unap-
proachable excellence and grandeur. He
pictures with magie skill all the features
of a great and changing age, all the chi-
valry of the classical world, and it is only
by a persistent, careful, and thorough

"s_t-udy of the classics that we can see these
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things standing forth in living reality and
perceive the real beauty of his immortal
pictures. Who is there, that favors the
abandonment of classical stady from our
colleges and universities, that can drive
him from his station? Who can erase
his name from the memory and hearts of
a thoughtful people ? His name has been
lauded throughout the literary world, and
that nation or people that shall banish his
works from their schools will lose an en-
chanting instrument of thought and mind
culture, for which a subétitute_wi]l be
difficult to find in modern literature.
These ancients, of whom we study in
the classics, have been the teachers, the
examples, of the civilized world from time
immemorial. They form a connecting
link, which unites the cultivated, the in-
telligent and developed minds of all na-
tions and ages in one unbroken chain
And he who breaks this link, who ecuts
himself off from the claseics, bars himself
from a world of delightful associations,
and from contact with some of the great-
est minds that have ever adorned and
elevated the world by their gems of
« thought. He is an alien from the great
school of letters. ~ He may be a learned
man, he may speak the modern languages
fluently, but if he has not imbued his
mind with something of that exquisite
taste exhibited in the classics, he will
inevitably find that there is a blank page
in his intellectual culture.

2d objection. It has no immediate
connection with practical life.

In some respects we grant that this is
true. Yet, while it may be true in some
ways, we do not believe that any man (no
matter what may be his profession or
calling in life) will gain enough by giving
his attention entirely to modern literature

and exclude the classical, to justify his
departure from the almost universal
opinion of intellectual minds. Often
do we hear such expressions asthese
coming from those who should be the
last ones to express such an opinion, viz. :
Students, “imperative duty is not to be
neglected for an elegant pastime. The
lawyer and physician must direct their
energies to the business on which their
living depends. A religious organization
seeks for a good theologian and pastor,
they care nothing for his ciassical achieve-
ments.”  In our opinion this process of
reasoning does not accord with the facts
of history and practical life. Some of
the most wonderfully successful men in
all the professions have been highly ac-
complished classical scholars, pursuing
the study of ancient literaturein the very
midst of pressing duties. Edmund Burke
said that Virgil was a book which he
always kept within his reach. It is said
of William Pitt that he was thoroughly
versed in the niceties of construction and
peculiarities of idiom both in Latin and
Greek. Curran, amid the conflicting
scenes of business and ambition, was all
through his life returning with delight to
a perusal of the classics. Robert Hall,
the world’s pulpit orator, whose elogquence,
powers of close discrimination, and ma-
ture thought have been felt and cherished
wherever his voice has been heard or his
works read, in the most active and
pressing part of his ministry devoted
several hours a day for many years to a
careful study of the classies.

T'o the Bible student it is indispensa-
ble. A mastery of the original languages
of the Bible was probably never attained

‘by any one who was not versed in classi-

cal Greek. Many of the standard commen-



\

every

18

RICHMOND COLLEGL MESSENGER,

taries on the Scriptures have been written
in Latin. © To the medical and lcgal stu-
dent its benefits may not appear <o obvi-
ous. Yet history informs us tl.at medi-
cal science first sprang from a germ
planted in Grecian gcil ; an eminent Aner-
ican physician has said that the best de-
scriptions of the symptoms of digease are
found in Greek language. It is said that
not even Napoleon himself has done so

“much for the science of law as tlie Greek

emperor Justinian. No language contains
so many of the sources of scientific legis-
lation as Latin ; even down to the present
it is an inexhaustible treasury of facts and
principles, the parent and germ of every
code that has been formed since the Ro-
man law existed. And thus without
number we might enumerate the direct
benefits of classical study. But we pro-
ceed to motice only one more ohijection,
viz. : :

3d. “Thereis no necessity for rcturning
to the old classical authors, since their
works have been carefully translated into
our own language.”

The answer to this comes at once to
mind that has endeavored to
thoroughly master a subject. Just as we
cannot understand the beautiful situation
of the spring until we have followed the
brook to its source, so we cannot see the

living beauties of the classics until we

have traced to its source the little stream
that has flown down to us through the
ages.

Mere information is not the only thing
that is needed. There are American sen-
ators and political speakers whose heads
are filled with encyclopedias, but whose

)
high-flown bombast harangues have no
other effect than to thin the Senate cham-
ber and insult the cultivated ear. A’
statesman needs that close, vivid appre-
hension of a principle or theory which &
study of the clagsics alone can give.

No one is so well prepared to make
accurate distinetions in the sciences of
law and medicine as he who is well
versed in the languages from which the
greater number of medical and po]itic&ll
works have their origin.

But we close this feeble cftort to main-
tain a study of the classics by citing only
one more benefit.

Though it may be an indirect good,
yet by far the most important is its
effect in d veloping character, both intel-
lectual and moral.  The mind has sus-
ceptibilities for all things beautiful and
sublime in nature and art, and a man
may be so absorbed in the pursuit of one

- thing that one faculty alone is cultivated

and expanded, while his ear is deaf to
the music which emanates from every
part of the visible creation, or those finer
and more delicate sti*;‘xins which flow from
every well-attuned haman mind. To
avoid this is to stady the easy, cultivated
style of Greek expression, so beautiful
and musical in its movements as to charm
the most practiced ear. This, if nothing
more, should stimulate and inspire every
human mind to repair to these primary
sources and true models for instruction
so as to cultivate his powers for sweet
sounds and delicate thoughts, and thereby
refresh his weary spirit and unfold some
of his better faculties by classical study.
Puinoa.
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NEGATIVE.

There are some who deny the moral
growth of the United States by assum-
ing for themselves a rising ground, a
stand-point, of prominence, so to speak,
and then, viewing the political sky of the
nation with microscopic eyes and
stretched imagination, exclaim to the
people that they behold vaporous ele-
. ments of immorality afloat in the political
horizon— which, they hold, denotes a de-
cline of the nation—gradually forming
the cloud of internal corruption. Vapor-
ous indeed! Such men, closing their
oyes to the light and willing to look into
darkness, evolve their argument from the
various little disturbances and political
disagreements which may chance to oc-
cur over the land. )

It is true that in vie .ing the past his-

tory of our country, as of all other coun- .

tries, we are apt to judge of its moral
character, as a nation, from eulogistic
histories of those who have a title upon
the enrollment of greatness, and from
memorable events which have stood forth
_as favorable to the people; in this we
only see portrayed the bright side of the

picture, while the dark side, in which ex-

ist intemperance, crime, and vice of the
age, is kept back ; they are screened from
our view. Now, in judging of the pres-
ent, we have the evils of to-day, from all
over the expansive arca of this land,
converged in upon our knowledge by in-
numerable facilities, by facilities which
did not exist in former times, and con-
sequently under such circumstances they
have a tendency to incline us to believe
that we are not as moral as in the past.

However, it cannot be denied that this is
a moral world, and that the United States
is a portion of it; so to affirm that she,
at present, is not equally moral as in the
past fifty years of her history, is to assert
that her present prosperity in improve-
ment, and in striving for national perfec-
tion and happiness, which depends upon
an increased morality of a people for its

_ aftainment, is a mistake, and that she has

been greatly degenerated ; it is also to as-
sert that our patriarchs and fathers of ed-
ucation, whose duty it has always been
to elevate and ennoble a people from a
lower stage, have failed, and instead have
stood inactive to see her sink deeper than
before. We know that this is not true,
realizing the present exalted position we
occupy in both education and Chris-
tianity. il .

Behold the rapid and progressive stride
of our country toward the apex of na-
tional glory ! See how she has - stepped
onward in growth from the past, culmina-
ting in unparalleled prosperity amoung the
nations of earth! Can we attribute this
rising growth to a people who have de-
clined in morality ? Can it be held that
we have been permitted to. progress to
such a position, and have warred against
morality, the principle of all right ? No!
For if the United States has morally de-
clined, she would have lost, to a great
extent, her national character, and with
it would have toppled the mighty fabrie
of her grandeur. _

Now, if we view collectively the pres-
ent history of this country, as it is pre-
sented to the eyes of other nations, it will
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present to our gaze a fairer picture of
morality than ever before. We see these
states forming the undivided links of
the great empire chain which has its
termini riveted into the everlasting foun-
dations of the turbulent Atlantic and the
calm Pacific, beautifully harmonizing
around the common center of our con-
stitution, which sheds forth freedom to
the humblest of all classes, and unto the
remotest recesses of our land. But in
forming the comparison of the present
and past history of this country, we have,
as mentioned above, the evils of to-day
present  before us, while we have lost
sight of those of thirty-five or forty years
ago. So in order to have a conception
of the immorality of those times 1t will
be well to indicate the nature of some of
the vices ‘which were then characteristic
of men, not to decract honor from that
which 18 worthy of praise, but merely to
show that they were as prevalent and
degrading then as the worst are now ;
and that some which were then the quali-
ties of human nature have since been
eradicated by moral suasion.

As events rolled on, we have a faint
glimpse of the internal corruptions from
the revelations of history, for in 1806 the
conspiracy of Aaron Burr suddenly burst
forth upon the people as one of the worst
political crimes of his corrupt career, and
added one more dark chapter to his coun-
try’s history. As a public man, he sought
means of triumphing over his enemies
and attaining distinction at his country’s
detriment. And all through that period,
men urged on by passion were ready to
duel with their fellow-man, and, incited
by those who were desirous of fame, were
willing to_ wage: war against humanity ;
how different from to-day, when arbitra-

tion is taking its place, and peace, the de-
light of mankind, reigns abroad. Dur-
ing the years 1820, ’25, and ’30, pirates
and smugglers then startled the world by
their bold and atrocious career upon the
high-seas ; their deeds are still read of,
rehearsed and listened to with the same
wondering interest and involuntary shud-
der as when in the days of their actual
occurrence they broke fresh upon the
ears of an outraged community ; a career
which waged crime against mankind, and
for years defied and baffled justice. And
keenly twas the heart of universal Amc~
rica wrung in 1842 at the story of the
tragedy and mutiny of the United States
navy, an act ‘which stands forth by itself
without a' parallel or precedent; and
surely no pen of romance could weave a
tale of imaginary erime equal in ghastly
horror to this startling scene. Nor was
this age free from intemperance, for the
tables and sideboards of every houschold
groaned from the heavy weight of their
decanters. ' ;

And again in 1849, memorable almost
beyond a parallel in the eriminal annals
of America, is the great crime committed
by one of the instructors of Harvard,
who, instead of disseminating the princi-
ples of morality among those who were
in his trust, set a most treacherous ex-
ample and left a dark stain upon the es-
cutcheon of his country. These are but
the indices to a volume of the more nu-
merous, representing to us an idea of the
character of the people from whom we
had to advance; and I am certain that

“these cited facts are sufficient, when right-

ly considered, to offset any that ean be
presented from the side of the affirma-
tive. It is true that in our retrospective
view we see the first in greatness, but
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when compared with the first of our pres-
ent, they only appear first in order of time.

Realizing the fact that one generation
commences where the preceding one left
off, it must be maintained, upon the very
st tement of the past by these who de-
piet it in glowing colors, that we have ad-
vanced in every principle of life, unlesg,
on the other hand, it ean be shown that
the preceding generation was greatly de-

creasing, and we have pursued its dis-

aster. Education, which in those days
was only extended to a few, has since been
placed within reach of all classes, in order
to enlighten this nation; colleges, semi-
naries, and schools of all elasses have
been erected in greater numbers than ever
befcre, and to denote this increase, statis-
tics have submitted facts to a candid world
which show that at the close of the revo-
lution there were only seven colleges, and
in 1807 there was only one theological
seminary for this extensive country. The
present number, as reported to the Bu-
reau of Education, is 507 colleges and 110
theological seminaries. Can it be thought
that we have grown wiser, and have
morally declined? For an exampletakethe
unlearned, who adhere to their evils, and
educate them; will it not be thought that
they, who then know better the difference
between right and wrong, will increase
in morality in proportion to the increase

of their education; if not, why be edu- |

cated ? Has not the wonderful increase
of her Christianity, which has illumed
this once darkened world, tended rather
to promcte the people, instead of seeing

them degenerated ? Since it has, we must .

attribute to this increase of Christianity a
moral growth; and when I say moral
growth, I mean a greater conformity of
our people to moral law. And again,

statistics show that in 1850 the number
of churches in this country was 38,000,

and the valuation of church property was

$87,000,000 ; and according to the report

of 1870, the number of churehes had in-

creased to 63,000, and the valuation of
churelr property to $354,000,000. Now,

if calculation is made accordingly, it will

be found that, considering the rapid in-

crease of her population, she allows a

greater number of churches to a propor-

tional number of inhabitants, and alse a

greater number of people will be found

more active in Christianity. Does not

this rather show a moral advancement
than a moral decline ?

We know that the majestic influence
of Christianity has been more deeply
rooted into the hearts of the people; for
We recognize its outgrowth in various
temperance societies,which are vastly abol-
ishing the great evils of to-day. We also
recognize it in Christian associations and
charitable benevolences. And beautiful
was the scene of morality in which Chris-
tians convened from all parts of the land
during our civil war, to minister aid to
dying thousands, the pride and flower of
every social circle. We see its majestic
influence bursting forth from the narrow
confines of our domain to meet the cries
and to emancipate the sin-cursed of other
nations. Behold our ship fashioned to
float the bottomless sea, as she sails
across the trackless waste of the mighty
deep, carrying the enlightened American
to those dark, beniglited regions of the
carth inhabited by our unfortunate fel-:
See the influence of Chris-
tianity upon seciety, which, characterized
by intelligence, is a friend of the poor and
the honest; while it frowns down all
concurring crimes of to-day !

low-men.
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The fear of God and the love of man
alone can maintain such a republic of
equal rights, of law, of peace, and of
power. - Our liberty lives not in the sys-
tem of our government, but in the wisdom
and wvirtue of those who administer and
of us who are governed by it. Now, if
the United States has morally declined
by viciousness and corruption, she would
not have wise and virtuous governors to
administer her lawsas we have. She would
not tolerate wholesome laws, and would
not be governed by them. The governors
and the governed must alike be trained
to wisdom, virtue, and knowledge. And
for a government like ours at present to
exist, the whole or a greater part of the
people must be leavened with these essen-
tial elements, or it could not live. Our
laws, established upon the rock foundation

of these granite principles, are better con-

stituted at present for administering jus-
tice to all classes, while they peaceably
witness the mutual exchange of property
among our people according to higher
laws of morality. According to the census
report of 1860, looking backwards, the
number of persons convicted of crime
was 98,000, and according to. the report
of 1870, the number was abated by more
virtuous laws to 38,000, notice. This
certainly shows an improvement in our
laws, and a moral increase.

We can alse detect a moral increase in
the industry of our people ; for in action,
is contained the existence, improvement,
happiness, and the perfection of our be-
ing. So in looking out upon the activity
of the people, which is evidently greater
than it was fifty years ago, in conse-
quence of a wider extended knowledge
and a higher education, we see them in
their various pursuits utilizing the gifts

of nature for the proper ends, greater im-
provement, happiness and perfection, the
success in which must necessarily accord
with!a proportional increase of morality.

As an illustration of the people in the
performance of the duties of their coun-
try, we have beheld the forest of the far
West turned into cities, its lands con-
verted into garden-like fields, its rivers
and lakes made the pathways of commerce
before the hand of civilization. We have
watched the progress of our free institu-
tions until we have seen them cover the
land far toward the setting sun, and
we see her waters swarming with the
inventions of human art. The sun of

prosperity, sent by Divine Providence,

seems to radiate a blessing apon this
growing nation, for a little more than two
centuries have passed away since this

' whole land was a wilderness; but now

we behold it covered with a mighty na-
tion, whose possessions stretch from the
Atlantie to the Pacific, and whose influ-
ence is felt throughout the world. Our
commerce extends to every country, and
the sails of our merchant ships can be
tound -in every sea and in- every port.
Our canals, railroads, and stupendous
palaces, which float on our vast waters,
seem almost: like the work of magie, so
quickly have they been created in our
midst. Our population has increased to
an extent unparalleled in the history of
nations. Our manaufactories rival those
of Burope, and many of the most impor-
tant applications of the sciences have been
made by our citizens. . The mighty utili-
ty of steam, the lightning telegraph and
the telephone, which bring the most re-
mote parts of our country within speak-
ing distance of each other, and the elec-
trie light, rivalling the sun in brightness,
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are among the triumphs of her skill. In
literature, the arts, and. the sciences, we
are taking a proud rank among the old-
est nations of the Old Warld. Colleges,
academies and schools arve scattered over
the land, and the blessings of education
placed within reach of all. Our govern-
ment, free from the titled nobility and
hereditary sovereignty, is founded on the
principle that a sovereign can govern
himgelf.  As that sovereign is the people,
the stability of our free institutions rests
not on the power of the rulers, but on
the intelligence, virtue, and intellectual
strength of this people. If the time ever
comes when this mighty fabric shall tot-
ter—when the beacon, which now rises a
pillar of fire, a sign and wonder to the
world, shall wax dim before our eyes—
then may my opponents exclaim, that the
cause of it has been found in the grasp-
“ing avarvice, vice, and ignorance of ifs
people. »
The decline of a nation in morality, the

loss of national character, or the degrada-

tion of a natiow’s honor, is the inevitable
prelude to her destruction. For behold
the once proud fabric of a Roman em-
pire, an empire carrying its arts and arms
into every part of the eastern continent,
the monarch of mighty kingdoms dragged
at the wheels of her triumphal chariots,
her cagle waving over the ruins of des-
olated cities. Where is her splendor?
Extinguished forever ! Her mouldering
temples, the mournful vestiges of her for-
mer grandeur, afford a shelter to her mut-
tering rulers. Where are her statesmen,

her sages, her philosophers, her orators,
her generals? Go! inquire from the en-
tombed bodies of her sons. She declined

in morality, she lost her national char- .

acter by the immorality of her own peo-
ple, and her destruction followed. The
ramparts of her pride were broken down,
and vandalism desolated her elassic
fields.

Greece, “the land of scholars and the
nurse of arms,” where sister republics in
fair procession chanted the praises of
liberty and the gods, where, and what is
she? For two thousand years the op-
pressor has ground her to the earth. Her
arts are no more. The last, sad relies of
her temples are but the barracks of a
ruthless soldiery. The fragments of her
columns and her palaces are in the dust,
yet beatiful in the ruins. She fell not
when the mighty were upon her. Her
sons were united at Marathon and
Thermopyle, and the tide of her triumph
rolled back upon the Hellespont. She
was conquered and fell into the awful
chasm, from which we hear of her groans,
by the immorality of her people. Can
any one affirm that the United States, a
growing nation, has likewise taken that
fatal plange? No! for let us remember
that no nation can flourish like ours,
except her children are taught to fear
God and practice virtue and wisdom ;
and that in our exalted position we are
in harmony with the language of inspi-
ration, which says :

“Righteousness exalteth a nation,
but sin is a reproach to any people.”

NoxpLus.
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Pride.

There are two kinds of pride.

One is commendable ; the other con-
demnable.

Pride, as a noble self-csteem spring-
ing from a consciousness of real
worth, is commendable. It is right that
men should be proud of such accom-
plishments or feats as are creditable to
them. IF one has attained special skill
in some art he should be proud of such
skill ; if he has performed some brave
or valorous deed he may be proud of the
same. A father or mother may be proud
of a bright and talented son who bids fair
to become a distinguished man.

If one has no pride, then it is evident
he has nothing to be proud of. Yet
there seems to be a self-depreciation in
many people who have real worth, and
this self-depreciation often commends
them to our admiration. But this does
not show a lack of pride so much as an
inclination to be just to others and give
them credit so far as they deserve. Some
of the most accomplished people seem to
value more highly the attainments of
others than their own. This may. be ac-
counted for on the assumption that they

have too much good sense and too high a
regard for real worth in general to value
their own attainments beyond those of
others. ' _

But let us look at pride in the other
point of view, that inordinate self-esteem,
conceit of one’s on superiority in beauty,
wealth, accomplishments or talents, swhich
manifests itself in lofty airs, in reserve, in
contempt and depreciation of others.
Their insolence and arrogance is only
surpassed by their want of sense and
modesty.

Such people have no friends whe are
worthy of the name and are only objects
of pity to sensible people. Nor do they
deserve to have friends or to bhe pitied
even, for they are beneath the notice of a
true man.

It might be well to find some means
to bring these deluded creatures to their
right minds. But generally the mere
pittance of brains possessed by such men
cannot be reached by the ordinary means
of reaching mankind. Some new plan
must be discovered, and he who discovers
it will be an everlasting benefactor of this

unfortunate class.
Ros.

“Do you hire college dudes to wait
on the table at this house?” asked an
elderly gentleman as he stepped up to the
desk of ene of our summer hotels,
“ Well, yes, we do, but I am afraid
youw’re a little too aged to come under
that head.” The clerk saw his mistake
when he glanced at the afternoon paper

and saw that Hon. Josiah Jumper and
seven caughters were registered at the
rival hotel |— University Cynic.

Adelbert College, Cleveland, O., has
had the great good fortune of securing
the late Prof. Scherer’s private library of
12,000 volumes on the German Lan-
guage and Literature, said to have been
one of the finest collections in Germany.
The university of Berlin expected to
purehase it and the faculty were much

chagrined to find themselves left in the
lurch by the Americans. The price paid
was 28,000 marks.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

To you who may not have noticed it
before, we take this opportunity of stating
that a new list of names s to be found
upon our front page, and that you may
interpret this as’ signifying that a new

“ corps of editors have undertaken fo steer
the Messenger’s -course during the re-
mainder of this session. That we are
inexperienced you may take for granted.
That we are aware of our incompetency
and the immens¢ responsibility resting
upon us you need not be told, for when
did men in our situation ever say any-
thing else ?

We offer no apology for saying that we
shall, following the advice of ofir pre-
decessor and emulating his example, have
a plan of our own. Not that we con-
templafe attempting, to introdace any
radical change in this department of the
Messenger.  We would not if we could.
But in giving shape to our idgas we shall
try always to keep in view the intersts
of Richmond College and such things
as conduce to her prosperity and growth.

Qur colleagues who have charge of the
other departments have gone to work
with a will, and evince a determination
to make the numbers of the Messenger
which remain to be published this ses-
sion rank among the few college papers
which are readable beyond a limited cir-
cle. Through the labors of former edi-
tors the Messenger has altained an envia-
ble position among college journals, and
should we not succeed iin reaching the
standard already established, we will have
the sad satisfaction of having tried.

The question as to what grade of pupils
‘shall be admitted is one’which’confronts

every college faculty. At many, if not
at most, of the colleges in the United
States this question is decided by entrance
examinations conducted with more or less
rigor. In many cases, however, these
cxaminations are almost mere forms—
examinations in name and nothing more.
They offer no hindrance whatever to men
who desire to enter the school. In some
colleges and universities, our own among

* the number, no entrance examinations

whatever are held. Such an examina-
tion here would be an unnecessary ‘bur-
den, for such care is taken to informally
ascertain- the fitness of each applicant for
admission that those who are unprepared
to profit by collegiate instruetion are in
most cases saved the expense of coming
here. ‘“Should, however, an unprepared
applicant matriculate, as soon as the fact
is ascertained his matriculation is es-
topped or cancelled.”

But our purpose is to speak more par-
ticularly of those colleges which admit
young men and boys who are but poorly
prepared, and in some instances totally
unfitted, to be benefited by a college
course. The chief cause of this deplora-
ble state of affairs scems to us to be the
rivalry and competition between neigh-
boring institutions, which cause them to
forget, in their greediness to swell the
number of matriculates, their reputation,
their duty to their matriculates who are
prepared to cnter college, and perhaps,
above all, their duty to the academies,
high-schools, and other schools .of like
grade to which they must laok for their
best students. i

Another cause may be found in the de-
sire of the young man himself, seconded,



26 RICHMOND COLLEGE MESSENGER.

perhaps, by an indulgent parent, that he
should enjoy as soon as possible the
honors, freedom, and other imaginary
pleasures of college life. But with this
phase of the subject we are not concerned
at present. We have more particularly
to do with the course to be pursued by
the college in reference to this class of
applicants for admission.
lowing the course mentioned above, which
18 caleulated to sap the very life blood of
our best academies, the college should
foster and do all in its power to upbuild
and strengthen the schools of lower grade
within its range of supply. By go doing
it is strengthening its pillars, and laying
broad and deep its own foundation. Ior
every unprepared young man who seeks
admission and is directed to a good acad-
emy to prepare himself to enter college,
it will reap for itself o fourfold benefit,
besides the assistance given the academy,
the good done its own students,and

the benefit the young man himself
receives from such a course. If our

academies and high-schools are to be de-
prived of their best students before they
have completed the academy course, it
follows as a natural consequence that the
course itself will be shortened and thus
harm be done to those who never in-
tended going farther than the academy
course. Men of less ability will come to
fill the position of teachers in our acade-
mies, and the very foundations of our
educational system will be in danger of
disintegration.

Such a state of affairs is not altogether
imaginary. Its workings are to be seen
unmistakably in our own State, and if we
are correctly informed, its bad effects and
influences are more claarly secn and felt
in the Northwest. If a- college admits

Instead of fol-

“was as it should be.

men unprepared for a college course and
puts down its standard of graduation to
suit the attainments of such men, it

‘should change its name, for it is no long-

er worthy the title of college. DBut let
the standard of college admission be
raised, and thereby let the college help
those who' furnish it its best trained men,
men who are competent to lay hold on
and make the most of its advantages.
When this is done we will bave better
academies, better colleges, and there will -
be fewer failures at the college examina-

tions.

To one who sketches the columns of the
Messenger of sessions prior to that of ’85-6
its improvewment in many respects will
seem phenomenal.  Previous to that time
its editorial column was but little more
than an annex to the loeal department. -
Tt then occupied a position held by some
college journals of to-day, which treat in
their editorial columns enly subjects of
local impomance. With the opening of
session ’85-"6  ils size was increased, a
larger number of editors were elected,
and several new departments were added.
Following closely upon its enlarged size
was a radical change in the scope of its
editorial matter. The subjects treated
were other than those oft mere local in-
terest. The editors, seemingly mindful
of the magazine’s improved form and ap-
pearance, dealt with a much wider range
of topics, and succeeded in publishing a
paper worthy of careful perusal and cal-
culated to incite interest in the college
where none had previously existed. This
A college paper is’
necessarily to a greater or less degree the
standard by which the grade, and espe-
cially the spirit, of a college is measured.
The paper gives you a breath of the air
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surrounding the college from which it is
published. It bears upon its face the
stamp of its birthplace, with its tradi-
tions, its environments, and its learning.
Since these things are true we rejoice in
the forward stride our paper has taken.
We by no means claim that it has attain-
ed to perfection, but we confidently be-
lieve that & move has been made in the
right direction.

We recognize the fact that the large
majority, perhaps all college papers, loolk
almost solely among the students and
alumni of the college for their support-
“ers.  But does not the reason for this lie
in the fact that they contain nothing of
interest to the reading public? Of course

a college journal cannot compete with
such mzigazines as the Forum, Harpers,
and others of like grade, which employ
talent of the highest ovder, and whose
field is so much wider, b\ut_, on the other
band, it should not descend to the posi-
tion of dealing with gchool-boy squab-
bles and play-ground chat in its editorial
columns.

Last year a professor from a North-
western college remarked to us that the
students of Richmond College looked
more like men than boys. They are
men intellectually as well as physically,
and they can make their college journal
the peer of any if they choose.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES.

ApEs A8 WORKERS.—It was reported
by telegraph the other day that Mr.
Parkes, a farmer at Kingston, in Ken-
tucky, had succceded in training seven
large monkeys or apes to work in his
hemp fields, and to break and prepare
the hemp for market. Mr. Parkes, ac-
cording to the dispatch, has found that
they do the work more rapidly and better
than the negroes, and at one-quarter the
cost. The apes, it is said, were sent to
him by a brother in Africa, who had
seen them put to similar uses there, and
Me. Parkes is so well satisfied with the
results of his experiment that he has or-
dered ten more of the animals.

Whether this particular story be true
or false, there is no doubt that the more
docile and 1ntelligent of apes have been
instructed to perform work very like that
to which Mr. Parkes is said to have
trained his seven monkeys after four

|
|

months of patient tuition. Mme. Clem-
ence Royer, in a recent article in the
Fovue Seientifique on the mental faculties
of monkeys, shows that they are well
adapted for some kinds of domestic
offices and acquit themselves gracefully
in them, and she cites cases where they
have been made excecdingly useful in
field and other work.

Pyrard, the French traveler of two
centuries ago, says that in his time the
colonists of Sierra Leone employed e¢him-
panzees in carrying water and beating of
mortars, and Breton has in his Chinese
pictures a representation of monkeys
gathering tea leaves on the tops of one of
the steep ridges of Chansung. The an-
cient Egyptians, too, obtained considera-
ble services from the cynocephalus, or
varicty of babboon,an animal so remark-
ble for its intelligence that it was selected
by them as the symbol of intellect. Buf-

o
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fon' describes a female chimpanzee at Lo-
ango which could make the beds, sweep
the liouse, and help turn the spit. Hou-
zeau expresses the opinion that these fe-
male monkeys would make excellent
nurses for children, their milk being ex-
ceedingly rieh in butter,

Mume. Royer, therefore, comes (o the
conclusion that a time is coming ¢ when
these races, bred by man, will render
great services in daily life and industry,
and will contribute to the general pro-
gress,” There is nothing in such a pre-
diction, she continues, which does not
rest on scientific premises, and nothing
in it to laugh at, after the manner of the
smart young men who are now getting
up funny articles on Mr. Parkes’s ex-
periment.

The ape is unquestionably the most

intelligent and the most manlike of the
lower animals, both physically and men-
tally and morally. He may be far away
from the superior races of men in intel-
lect, but the difference between him and
the lower races is much less marked.
The black chimpanzees of Africa have
feasts like those of the negroes. They

live in communities, fight in concert, and

care for their wounded. They are very
clever in the use of their hands and arms,
throwing stones better than street boys.
Buffon’s black chimpanzee knew how to
unlock a door, and if he did not find the
key in the lock, would hunt for it. The
monkey took his meals like a well-bred
person, ate with a spoon and fork, used
a plate, and served itself with wine. In
one of her letters from the Malay Penin-
sula, Miss Bird deseribes a dinner to
which she was invited, and at which her
companions were two apes. “ The apes
had their curry, chutney, pineapple, eggs,

|

and bananas on porcelain, and so had I,”
writes the enterprising lady, who speaks
of another ape, which was an important
member of the family of the British resi-
dent at Klang, as walking on its hind
legs, and going along quietly by her side
like a human escort. It had not even a
rudimentary tail, and when it.sat with its
arms folded it looked like “a gentlemanly
person in a close-fitting suit.”

The worse defect of monkeys is that
they are inveterate thieves. They look
upon stealing as fun, and therefore, will
pilfer even when they have no desire for
what they take. Mme. Royer tells us
that  they are capable of sacking a house,

- and carrying off everything movable in it

with the system and concert of a band of
robbers. They observe a kind of dis-
cipline in their operations, and post their
scouts to inform them in season when it
is time to run away.” The monkeys in
Sumatra, according to Cesare Moreno,
steal fruits and vegetables from gardens,
and will- plunder liouses. “Forming a
line, in order to pass their spoils from
hand to hand, they scale the walls, enter
at the doors or windows, and leisurely
pillage all they can find.” They are also
very greedy, and will get tipsy when they
have the chance, and a drunken ape seems
more like a man than ever. |
If; therefore, Mme. Royer’s prediction
is verified that the time is coming when
apes will be added to the industrial force,
it will probably become necessary to in-
crease our police’ protection, unless pious
education shall succeed in conquering the

-natural depravity of the monkey.—N. Y.

Sun.
A BomB TEsT.——A washington dis-
patch says : »
¢ The inventor of a new kind of bomb
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for which a patent is pending canie to sce
the Commitsioner, who happened to be
out. He brought with him a spedmen
Lomb, which was incloscd in a pastebeard
case, and he showed it to the Commis-
sioner’s private seeretary, Mr. Will Mont-
gomery. The inventor said that it would
oo off as soon as it touched water, and
this specimen would make a noise when
exploded like a fire cracker. The private
secretary had some curiosity to see the
bomb tested, and cent out and procured
a pail of water.. When the bomb was
thrown into the water, the effect was
startling.  The water was forced up with
violence to the ceiling and fell in a show-
cr pretty well all over the room, while
the noise of the explosion was like the
report of a cannon. As soon as the few
spectators could wipe the water out of
their eyes they pronounced the test a great
suceess.”—Scientific American.

A GreAT Barnnoox.—The captive
balloon proposed by M. G. Yon for the
French exhibition in 1889 will have the
enormous volume of 60,000 cubic meters.
The maximum altitude for the ascensions
will be 1,000 meters, and it will be possible
to take 100 passengers, a winding engine
of 600-horse power being employed. In
the construction of this balloon, the fol-
lowing point is of some interest: The
surface of the balloon must always be
tight, in order to prevent the damage
which otheryise a strong wind migl‘lt
cause.  To preserve tightness, notwith-
standing variations in temperature, an-

other small balloon is placed inside the

large one, and the volume of this small
balloon, which is filled with atmospheric
air, can be increased or diminished by
pumping in or exhausting air by means

of an air pump, worked by an eleetric
motar on the cary the current Leing sup-
plied by a twin eable from a dynama cn
the ground.—Scientific Amcrican.

ProGREss orF ELEOIRIC STREET
RATLWAYS.—The Van Depoele electric
strect railways geem to be taking the lead
in this country, being now in operation,
with mueh suceess, in  the following
places : Minneapolis, Minn., Montgoni-

_ery, Ala, Detroit, Mich.,  Appleton,

Mich., Port Huron, Mich., Serauton, Pua.,
also in ' Toronto and Windsor, Canada.
In a short time the company will have
electrie cars running in Lima, O., and
Binghamton, N. Y. More miles of elec-
tric railways on this system are now at
work than all other systems put to-
gether.—Seientific American.

InPure IcE.—That ice does not pu-
rify impure water is a well-known fact.
In a report made by the State Board of
Health of New York on the purity of
ice from Onondaga Lake this is again
conelusively proved. Into this lake is
discharged the sewage of the city of Sy-
racuse, amounting to 5,000,000 of gal-
lons a day. At the time the inspection
of this lake was made there was a mar-
gin of from one to four feet wide of black,
putrefying organie matter along the
shores. The anulyses of the ice from
this lake showed that it contained proba-
bly from 10 to 12 per cent. of the sew-
age impuritics dissolved in the same
quantity of unfrozen water of the lake.
This ice also showed the presence of bac-
teria in great abundance, retarded some-
what in their growth by the ice, but not
destroyed by it. It is, perhaps, needless
to say that this ice was pronounced to-
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tally unfit for any purposes where it is
liable to come in contact with food or
drink. ‘
The report, valuable for what has al-
ready been mentioned, is still more go by
reason of the numerous references to in-
stances in which impureice has been the
ause of dysentery and other diseases.
The earliest of these was that at Rye
Beach, N. H., reported by Dr. A. H.
Nichols, of Boston, in 1875, in which
there broke out among the guests of a
Jarge hotel at that place an epidemic of
astro-enteritis, caused by impure ice
Anotlier instance of

g
from a filthy pond.
sickness caused by impure ice, referred

to in the report, is that of an_epidemic of
dysentery - which oceurred in 1879 at
Washington, Conn., investigated by Dr.
Brown, of that place, and by Dr. Ray-
mond, of Brooklyn. The ice had been
gathered from a pond whicn nad been
used as a wallowing ground by the pigs.
Other instances are quoted of the inju-
rious effects of impure ice upon the public
health, and sufficient evidence given to
show that, in the process of freezing,
water does not purify itself.  The report,
taken as a whole, is a very valuable con-
tribution to this subjeet, and a complete
refutation of the old idea that all ice must
of necessity be pure.—-Seientific American.

LOCALS.

On entering upon the duties of his new
office, the Tiocal editor begs that the
many readers of the Messenger will not
be too severe in their criticisms. We fre-
" quently hear gentlemen remark that the
DMessenger fails to be interesting, and
they seem to attribute the fact to the ed-
itors. The success of the Messenger de-
pends, in a high degree, on the hearty

co-operation of the students, In order

to make the next two numbers as inter-

esting as possible, we must look to you
for good pieces. Never hand in an arti-
cle until you have hecome thoroughly ae-
quainted with your respective subjects.
Sometimes the editors are troubled with
badly written articles, when, with a little
more labor on the part of the contribu-
tor, all this could be avoided, and his ar-
ticle would be an honor to himself as well
as the Messenger. }

We do not hold oursclves responsible
for the unpremeditated wit which may ap-

pear in the Local columns, though we
must be excused if we depart from the
seemingly modest and thoroughly Saxon
style of our predecessor. '

What’s the matter ? Holiday, Easter

What has become of that ¢ novel as-
sociation ” ?

The boys must smoke the ¢ weed,”
you knosw.

Prof. «“ Mr. T., why did the English
first call the “turkey” fowl by that
name ?

Mr. T.: ¢ Because the first fowl they
of that description resembled

ever saw

the people from Turkey.”

Owing to the fact that only a limited
number of nanes could be procured by
the gentleman who had the matter in
charge, the exeursion to Washington was



a failare. . A number of gentlemen, hoy-
ever, express their intention of going, and
as the “editors” failed to get their
“passes,” we can at least wish them a
pleasant trip..

We are glad to hear that the gentle-
men who have the Jollification in charge
are putting forth theic best efforts to make
it one of the most interesting that has
ever been held at college. A part of the
programme has already Leen decided on
and the boys are not at all bashful in an-
swering to their names when the ¢ drill-
master ” calls the roll.  All we ask is a
liberal  contribution from the students,
and we assure them that they will be
more than thrice repaid in the shape of a
+ good jollification.

Mre. M. wishes to go down to the
‘Medical College to see the students in-
tarsect.  No doubt Mr. M. would take
great delight in seeing the ¢ demonstra-
tor” prove that the ‘“latus rectum,’” or
spinal chord (of contact), is intersected by
an infinite number of parallel lines, and
all these interseat—well—somewhere else.

Can any one iuform Mr. J. when the
letter Xenophon was introduced into the
Greek language ?

* s

The annual public debate of the Mu
Sigma Rho Society was held in the Col-
lege Chapel Friday evening, March 25th.

Many friends of the College and lovers
of oratory had assembled in the chapel
by half-past eight o’clock to participate
in the exercises of the evening. Of
course there were quite a number of

ladies present to inspire the speakers of"

the occasion with fascinating smiles, such
as could have been enjoyed to their fullest
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extent only by these who had the plea-
sure of addressing them on that occasion.
How could it be otherwise ?

There was an interesting “ overture”’
rendered by the ¢ college orchestra,” af-
ter which prayer was offered by Profis-
sor Harris. Then the president, Mr,
H. F. Cox, arose, and with an appropri-
ate address of welecome introduced M.
R. C. Stearnes as reader of the evening.
Mr. Stearnes, in a highly interesting and
Jocular manuer, read a selection from the
“Bad Boyv” entitled the “Youth of

“America.”

Though some of us had previously
seen the “bad boy” playing his pranks
on the poor “grccery man,” we wel-
comed him with delight on this occasion.

M. J. M. Wilbur was next introduced,
who declaimed “ Bernardo Del Carpio”
in a very striking and highly commenda-
ble manner. Seldom has it been our
pleasure to listen to such a treat in the
‘“tragie art.”’ '

Next in order was the debate.  The
question—*¢“ Resolved, That the United
States, as a nation, has morally declined
since 1850,” was discussed on the affirm-
ative by Messrs. M. A. Jones and C. W.
Trainham ; on the negative, by Messrs®
T. 1. Edwards and S. L. Kelley.

Notwithetanding the fact that this was
the first time most of the speakers had
appeared before the publie, they were
thoroughly self-possessed, and their man-
ner was so pleasing that each soon gained
the entire attention of the audience, and
was greeted with applause at the round-

“ing of almost every sentence.

Mtr. Jones set forth political corruption
in colors so vivid that his points seemed
almost to defy answer. = This scemed to
have been one of his strongest points,
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but surely he did not take an open and
impartial view of the sulject.. His
speech, however, evineed thorough pre-
paration.

Mr. Edwards, after delighting the .

audience with quite a number of humor-
ous profusions in the superlutive degree,
gave us a rare treat in oratory. His
illustrations sere happily cliosen, and
his arguments well grounded.

My, Trainham evidently made ¢ wo-
man-kind the study of man.”  He was
right hard on the “Senegambian race,”
and even presented ‘fair woman” ina
light which elicited sympathy from every
one present. i

His quotations from a ¢ eertain Pro-
fessor of Chemistry” were highly enjoy-
able.

Mr. Kelly, in his own affable style,
presented the subject in a new light. He
took a fair and impartial view of the
whole matter; gave the much-abused
Trishman his just dues, and endeavored
to reconcile the conflicting opinions caused
by the gentlemen who had.preceded him.

The arguments of his opponents were
well met by him, and his whole speech
was one of true worth.

The programme was rendered much
more enjoyable by some well selected
music from the ¢ College Orchestra.”

The debate was acknowledged by all
to have been the best that has taken
place for years, and the oceasion was one
to be long remembered by all who parti-
cipated, although the * Local Editor”
did get left.

The number of recent railroad disas-
ters on some of our Northern roads is
alarming in the extreme. Probably the
most destructive that has yet taken place

was on. the Bostan and Providence rail-
road, March 21st, when upwards of fifty
people were killed. Our railroads should
be better cared for. Who wants to in-
gure his life every time he wislies to take
a short trip on a railroad ?

Prof. of Chem.: “ Mr.- H., what do
you mean by a mollusk ?” ‘

Mr. H.: “They are great long ani-
mals, with necks as long as this room.”

An extra session of the State Liegisla-
ture has been called by the Governer for
1887. 'The principal subject of discus-
gion will be the *“State Debt.” Students
who have the time will find it very bene-
ficial to attend the sessions of this bedy,
but don’t ¢ eut ”’ classes for this.purpose.

Owing to the fact that the time for
final ‘examinations is fust approaching,
the room prayer-meetings have been sus-
pended. These meetings were a source
of much joy and religious benefit to those
who took part in them.

On Saturday evening, March 12th,
there was quite an interesting meeting
held in the Chapel. The services were
conducted by Rev. Mr. Brown, who
gave us an interesting talk. e were
all deeply impressed with his style of
delivery, and we do not hesitate to say
that all present were greatly benefited.

Mr. L. is morally opposed to having
refreshments in church; he “should rather
prefer ” Pizzini’s.

Within the last few days we notice
quite a number of improvements about
the old college building. The walls with-
in have received a mew coat of highly
mixed paint of various hues. Even the
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chairs and desks were not neglected. This
seeems to be an improvement void of ap-
provement by—you know.

On Friday evening, April 1st, Rev.
Howard B. Gross, of the New York Ex-
aminer, delivered one of the most im-
pressive and instruetive lectures before
the Literary Societies it has ever been our
pleasure to hear. His subject was ¢ The
Power of an Idea.” ‘He presented the
subject in a clear and forcible manner.
He seemed to emphasize the fact that
every man should be in a manner self-
made. No subject could have been more
suitable for a college student, and we
hope few lectures have ever been more
instruetive. i '

BASE-BALL.—At a meeting of the
Athletic Association the members of last
year’s nine who returned this session
were elected a committee to select the
nine for this season, the five members of
the committee to compose five of this
year’s nine. The following will com-
- pose the nine: Cullen, Edwards, Greg-
ory, Harris, Hill, Lewis, Pilcher, Sowers,
and Williams. One of last year’s nine,
Hazen, was first elected captain, but was
compelled to resign his position and
withdraw from the nine on account of
press of study. H. H. Harris, Jr., was
then elected captain, and he hopes to lead
the club to victory as often as he did last
year. ;

At the regular meetings of the Literary |

Societies held Friday evening, April 1st,
the following officers were elected :

Mu Sigma Rho Society : President,
W. C. Tyree, of Amherst county ; Vice-
President, M. A. Jones, of Richmond ;
Censor, K. M. Pilcher, of Petersburg;

Recording Secretary, J. W. Whitehead,
of Pittsylvania county ; Corresponding
Secretary, L. A. Slater, of New Kent
connty ; Critie, W. C. Robinson, of Sus-
sex county; Treasurer, H. H. Harris,
Jr., of Richmond ; Chaplain, R. L. Gay,
of Albemarle county ; Sergeant-at-Arms,
H. F. Cox, of Richmond ; Hall Mana-
ger, H. T. Louthan, of Clark county ,
Final President, R. C. Stearnes, of Pu-
laski county.

Philologian Society : President, J. D,
Martin, of Pittsylvania county; Vice-
President, A. M. Austin, of Brownsville,
Tenn. ; Recording Secretary, E. M. Whit-
lock, of Powhatan county ; Correspond-
ing Secretary, C. T. Kincannon, of Bed-
ford county ; Treasurer, J. B. Tompkins,
of Fredericksburg ; Critie, R. D. Tucker,
of Powhatan county ; Censor, J. A. Smith,
of Richmond ; Chaplain, W. C. Foster,
of Cumberland county ; Sergeant-at-arms,
W. E. Wright, of King William county ;
Hall Managers, C. F. McMullan, of
Madison county, and*W. E. Farrar, of
Greene county ; Final President, O L
Martin, of Henry county.

At previous meetings the following
editors of the Messenger were elected :

Mu Sigma Rho Society : - W. F. Lewis,
J. P. Massie, W. C. Scott.

Philologian Society: F. W. Boat-
wright, J. D. Martin, R. D. Tucker.

Prof.: “Mr. C., if F pluribus unum
means one out of many, how would you
render one from a few into Latin ?”

Mr. C.: “I guess it would be ¥ fewi-
bus wnuwm.”

City Sunday-School Teacher : ¢ Well,
I am quite sure that artists have all
made a great mistake in representing
angels in female form ; the Bible nowhere
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teils us of a female angel.” Student,
somewhat ‘amused : “Do you suppose
they look much like John Sullivan 2’

Prof. of Greek: ¢“Well, Mr. Q., do
you see any marked difference between
a sentence in Greek and a cat?”

Mr. Q.: “ Pl give it up.”?

Prof.: “ A cat has claws at the end
of his paws ; a sentence has a pause at
the end of its clause.” '

On the 7th instant Dr. Edward Jud-
son, of New York city, delivered a highly
interesting and instructive lecture in the
College chapel. He spoke for the most

part on Man’s Relation to the Divine
Law, emphasizing the fact that God’s
laws are fived, and it remains for us to
adapt ourselves to them. At Professor
Harris’s request the Doctor gave us a
brief account of his work in the ¢ Great
City.” He is evidently possessed of
that same missionary spirit which 8o
thoroughly characterized his noble father.

On April 5th the ¢ corner-stone” of
the City Hall was laid. This was an oc-
casion of much joy to the citizens of the
“Old Capital City,” and will be highly
gratifying to those in other States who
still hold her in fond remembrance.

OUR LETTER-BOX.

[My predecessor has kindly consented
to aid me in this department, and de-
sires to say that he will be personally re-
sponsible for any insertion he sees fit to
make. |

¢ Moss.”—Sorry you could not come

by to see us.

“ Reporter.”—Mr. John W. Avery, of
Alexandria, is spending a few days with
friends at Richmond College.— Whig.

Mcr. Avery should make himself known
to the chairman and see something about
matriculating.

“ Black Knight)’—There used to be
an old black mule on my father’s planta-
tion by the name of “ Don Quixote.” 1
must say, however, that I am unable to
tell you anything of his ancestors.

“ Isabel.”—Mr. C. has never been
married, though he says he has been en-

gaged fourteen times. You should not

despair, as he still has a big heart and
5 9

strong arms.

“ Inquirer.”—We are not very well
acquainted with the personal history of
“ David Copperfield.” Mr. D. suggests
that he was an extemporary of “Alfred
the Great.”

“ Constant Reader” has furnished us
with a long document on how to convert
a black-board into a map of Greece. It
reaches us too late for this number.

“ Haded Flowers”’—Your case is cer-
tainly a critical one. We take pleasure,
however, in offering the following remedy,
which, we hope, will prove beneficial :
On one of the uninhabited islands of the
Pacific there grows a beautiful little
flower called “The Female Tormentor.”
(et one of these, and soak it in a solution
of eudaimonoxide and tetrophiloxide a
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few days, then mix a little extract of
banana peel with this, and take a gallon
in a teaspoonful of water early every
morning. This will prove a sure cure
against post-office elerks and cigar drum-
mers.
¢« Juno’—We are sorry that a typo-

graphical error mutilated your syllogism
in’our last issue. We reproduce it, and-
ask again for you that the fallacy be
pointed out:

CO, is inodorous.

Respired air is CO,.

.*. Respired air is inodorous.

“Subs””—A month ago we would
have answered you that Mell or Cushing
_are generally the authorities consulted for
parliamentary practice ; but now in some

instances we find that very satisfactorily
these manuals have been superseded by
the unwritten law of common sense. The
presiding officer generally assumes to be
the standard of this law. One advan-
tage, at least, is that it cloaks successful-
ly ignorance of Mell or Cushing.

“ B F. G., Jr”—It has never occur-
red to us that a “ Puzzler’s” column in
the Messenger would be profitable.

Our “funny man,” however, ventures
now and then to insert an enigma in the
way of a joke, but enjoys a monopo]y’ of
this privilege. :

To open interest in the matter, though,
we will offer a handsome prize for a solu-
tion of those appearing in any number.
Contest open to all but the aforesaid
“funny man.”

PERSONALS.

W. T. Hudgins (M. A, 1879) is mak-
ing his mark in the Legislature of Texas,
as he had already done at the bar. The
Houston, Post, of March 5th, alluding to
" a recent speech on the railroad bill, com-
pliments him as “one of the fairest and
clearest headed members of the [Touse, a
fine talker, and very popular,” and adds
that ¢ if there were more such men in the
House, it would be vastly better for the
people. An able man, who is also a fair
man and a popular member, is a legisla-
tive jewel.”

We have always counted of * Bill
Hudgins.” Good blood and a good edu-
cation will be sure to tell.

Among the list of names which make
up the graduating class of the Richmond

. Medical Clollege this year, we were glad
"to see those of W. Warren Talley and
Henry DeB. Burrell, both formally of
this college.

Edward B. Pollard, 86, was up tosee
us Easter. He only spent a few days in
the city.

We were glad to see the smiling coun-
tenance of John A. Barker on the col-

lege campus a few days since. He seems
to be enjoying life hugely.

The friends of Rev. J. B. Cook were
glad to see him at college a short time
since. IHe is preaching now, and reports
himself doing finely.

Dr. F. L. A. Wilson, son of Rev. M.
A. Wilson, has just returned from col-
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lege, where he graduated in medicine and
surgery. He is now a full-fledged M.
D., and ready to hang out his shingle.—
« Prineeton Jowrnal. !

We wish you unrivalled success, ¢ Tug.”

Marion H. Chalkley is in business with
his father down in the city. -

W. O. Carver, who was called home
on account of the very low condition of

his mother, will not return to college this -

session. |

George M. Bashaw, ’86, is teaching
and attending school in Fluvanna coun-
ty. :

John V. Dickinson, ’86, was in the
city some time ago on business. He paid
his friends at college several visits while
in the city.

EXCHANGES.

After reading the Literary Department
of Wake Forest Student we reached for
our chestnut bell. The subjects of
“(Classies” and ¢ Prohibition’’ have
long since been exhausted, and as to the
“Lost Cause,” we implore it to “ Furl
that Banner, for we are weary.” How-
ever, ““ Why Leave North Carolina” is
something new, appropriate, and well
written. The Student thinks that the
munificence of Mr. Bostwick has given
“ Wake Forest” quite a boom. The
Student is deservedly considered one of
the few first-class college papers.

The Exchange editor of the Yankton
Student gives us good hints on the man-
ner in which the exchange column should
be conducted in college journalism.

The editorial department of the North
Carolina University Magazine should not
contain so much nonsensical chit-chat
with the College Message. 1t is entirely
out of taste and disgusting.

The University Argus gives us siw
pages on “A “Myth of the Plains.”
However, it is well written, and no
doubt an accurate and -graphic descrip-

tion of an optical illusion on the prairie.
That is right, drgus; give us something
else of the kind. Our college papers
should be more interesting.

The Nussau Literary Magazine is
among our oldest and best exchanges. It
was founded by the class of 1842,

The St. Charles College Grazette says that
if there were no hobby-riders in the
world the human race would not be fit
to associate with. Surely this is a bit of
encouragement to some of our profes-
sors. ’

The Swarthmore Pheenixz expresses our
gentiments exactly in regard to the ac-
tion of the faculty in repressing the pub-
lication of the Pacific Pharos. Our col-
lege world will sadly miss the Pharos.
It was an admirable paper.

The Varsity has an interesting ac-
count of a Princeton cane-spree in its
last number. We have long wished to
know exactly what a cane-rush is. The
Varsity is one of our best exchanges.

¢ We have been very highly enter-
tained this week by the presence of our
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companion, the Richmond College Mes-
senger. Every department of the paper
is filled with interesting matter, which is
the result of much diligent and earnest
work on the part of the respective edi-
tors.. We congratulate the outgoing edi
tors, and hope for their successors the
same abundant success as has attended
the paper heretofore.”— University Re-
porter.

We thank the Reporter for the above
kind mention, and trust that by careful
attention and diligent work its hopes and
the lopes of our other well-wishing
friends may be realized.

The Alma Mater, ove of our most
highly-esteemed “lady” friends,” is full
of interesting and instruetive ‘“reading ”’
matter. The editorial on “The Crowned
Kings” is excellent,and the two articles,
-« The Influence of Women” and ¢ En-
thusiasm,” show considerable thought
and ability.

The Wabash contained last month a
prize article on ¢“The African in Ame-
riea.” For prejudice, narrow-minded-
. ness, and ignorance it is certainly enti-
tled to a prize. The writer’s entire ig-
norance of his subject is especially no-
ticeable, and would be laughable were it
not pitiable.  Of course his ideas are
borrowed ; but he should use more judg-
ment and not borrow from some anti-
quated fossil who should have been hung
with John Brown. Doubtless he sticks
50 close to his text-books that he has no
time to read the papers. If he did he
would know that labor in the South is
more stable and in a better condition
than in the North. Perhaps this very
learned and original (?) writer does not
know that in the South the negro is be-
ing educated entirely by the whites, and

that the Blair bill would have largely
assisted them in their self-imposed labor.
Strange that these whites who so rob the
negro of all his rights, and whose sole
aim is to keep him debased, should ex-
pend their own money in educating him,
and should refuse national assistance
without weighty reasons! Did the
writer ever think that the South could
not alone defeat the Blair or any other
bill? And if he knew anything of the
views of the Southern people he would
know that they heartily endorse that bill.
But if he displays his ignorance in all
other respects he shows his very unique
genius in this: he has evidently disco-
vered a plan whereby both majority and
minority may be represented in the Electo-
ral College, and seems surprised that the
South has not put ic in practice.  But it
must be humbly confessed that we do
not know how Virginia, with 10,000
majority one way, can cast her vote for
that candidate, and still let the minority
be represented. Will this brilliant dis-
coverer tell us why the whole vote of
New York was counted for Cleveland,
though half the votes cast were Repub-
lican ?  Will he inform us how many
votes were cast by the Demoeratic mi-
norities in Illinois, Towa, and Massachu-
setts? These minorities hayve no voice ;
then why should or how can the minori-
ties in the Southern States hayve any ?
But it is really a refreshing piece of
monumental impudence to hear a Hoosier
talk of election frauds to any one who
ever witnessed a eampaign north of the
Ohio. He evidently labors under the
impression that no one in the South
knows any more about the North than he
does of the South. But no wonder an
Indianian loves the negro—about elec-
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tion time— especially the Kentucky ne-
. gro: he can use him so profitably.

We would advise our young genius to
learn something of the negro in the South,
before he writes again, or we will be
forced to the conclusion that it would be
a blessing for the country if the souls of
all such heroes were ¢ marching on” in
company with the soul of that other
traitor and fanatie, John Brown.

Canxto I.—Seme Facts.—Several
years since the Messenger determined to
establish the department ¢ College News
and Fun,” in which nothing but selec-
tions from other papers should be put.

Those who originated this department
seem to have thought that a collection of
short items, followed by the long names
of the papers from which they were
taken, would simply render the sheet
unsightly without doing any practical
good. Moreover, it seemed best to them
to have it understood that all the matter
in this department was second-hand, and
to omit the little, insignificant “Hx.”
after each item.

College journals at large sanctioned
this idea, both by practice and their ex-
pressed approval, and all went well.

CAxto IIL.—Meanwhile, however,

there lived in a remote village a youth
of an enterprising turn of mind, whose

highest ambition was to rise to the posi-
tion of ¢ Prince of Jokers.” His name
was Johnnie Looksharp, and he was
noted for his keen appreciation of the
small faults of his companions.

He used to exercise his talents on the
editorial staff of the Randolph-Macon
Monthly, and produced so many fine
jokes that he finally attained the honor

of being styled Hon. Sir John Look-
sharp, N. G, Prince of Jokers and Good
Fellows. But in his elevation one thing
worried him, He saw that in the Rich-
mond College Messeriger one of the edi-
tors in ““ College News and Fun” pro-.
duced (as he thought) more jokes each
month than he could. He wondered
how this could be, and set about to solve
the problem. Finally he succeeded.
Listen !

Canto III.—In one number of the
Messenger he found one of his own jokes,
and then light and peace came to him,
for he could now satisfy his mind that
the boy whose talents he had so long en-
vied was only a common trash stealer af-
ter all.

We appreciate our good friend’s ad-
vice, but think he was looking too much
on the dark side, when he predicted that
our present way of doing would materi-
ally injure the good name of the Messen-
ger.

This plan has stood the test of a long
trial and the general opinion seems to be
that the good name of the Messenger
hasn’t suffered at all.

We shall establish it as a rule in our
office, however, that anything clipped
from our neighbor shall have the special
label,

Pure and Simple.
Just imported from
The Randolph-Macon Monthly.
(Department, ‘‘ Cellegiana.”)
Ashland, Va.

The Monthly accuses us of plagiarism,
and then, speaking of the two magazines
together, kindly says: “Great minds al-
ways run in the same direction.” We
feel honored, but must, in the light of
the above facts, deny the soft impeach-
ment. |
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The first LL.D. at Harvard was be-
stowed upon George Washington, in
1776.

The State of Ohio has more universi-
ties and colleges than all Europe.

Socialism and anarchism are among
the studies at Vassar.

The annual expenditure of Harvard is
$620,000, of Cornell $246,000, and of
Yale about $200,000.

“Yes,” said the small boy of the La-
tin class, “ yes,” lapsus may be the La-
tin for slip in a book, but when mother
laps s, it means a slipper.

Amberst is reported as represented on

the Faculty of every college in New
England.

Yale is said to have more graduates
engaged in journalism than any univer-
sity or college in this country.

Mark Hopkins, the venerable ex-presi-
dent of Williams College, has taught all
but 31 of the 1,726 living graduates of
that institution.

Thirty-nine cadets were dropped at
the last examinations at West Point.

Professor : ¢ In order to make a good
speeéh you must be full of your sub-
ject.”

Student: “If we were speaking on
¢ Liquer,” would you advise us to be full
of our subject ?”’

Professor : “ By all means, but not
full of the object.” :

Ladies have gone into the hazing busi-
ness in the Maine State College.
have been expelled from the Sophomore
class for getting caught at it.

The literary societies of the University |

of Missouri have invited Postmaster-

Two |

|
|

| of physics.

|

General W. F'. Vilas to deliver the June
oration before those bodies.

Daniel Webster paid his second year’s
tuition at Dartmouth by acting as loeal
agent in Merrimae county, N. H., for
De Tocqueville’s ¢ America.”

Professor Turner, the celebrated anato-
mist of Edinburgh, receives a salary of
$20,000 a year, said to be the largest
remuneration received by any professor
in the world.

Students at Madison University are
not allowed to marry during their course.
Freshmen evade this by marrying before
entering.

Henry Ward Beecher’s grade at Am-
herst on a scale of 100 was 57.

The new catalogue of the University
of Penusylvania shows a total of 1,088
students and a corps of instructors num-
bering 136. :

It was a Vassar girl just graduated
who inquired whether the crack of a rifle
was the place where they put the pow-
der.

Georgia chartered, built, and con-
ducted the first college for females in the
world.

The Yale faculty fined a Sophomore
two dollars the.other day, for cutting his
name on a tablet in a recitation room.

The University of Moscow, the largest
institution in Russia, now has on its
rolls 1,600 students. The university was
founded in 1755.

At a college examination: ¢ What is
the best insulator ?”” asks the professor
“ Peoverty.”

America has 333 colleges. Of these
155 pronounce Latin by the Roman
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method, 144 by the English, and 34 by
the Clontinental.

The girls of Vassat College *chaw ”’
one-half ton of gum every year.

It is given on good authority that
every two hundredth man in the United
States takes a college course.*

Princeton’s new triennial catalogue of
240 pages is out and contains the names
of 6,000 graduates. It is in the Latin lan-
guage. :

In Zurich twenty-four ladies are study-
ing medicine; in Loudon, forty-eight;
and in Paris, one hundred and three.

Six leading dailies of Boston employs
forty-two college educated journalists.
The New York Sun alone empoys thirty,

In the college slang of Princeton a per-
fect recitation is called a ¢ tear”; of
Harvard a “squirt” ; of Bowdoin a
““gail ” ; of Williams a “rake ”” ; of Ham-

ilton a “ blood ” ; and of Amherst a ¢ cold
rush.” Failures are called “slumps,”
“stumps,” “flunks,” and ““smashes.”

The University of Michigan has come
into the possession of the Rogers Art
Collection, valued at $200,000, the Lewis
Art Gallery, valued at an even higher
figure, and the Chinese exhibit at the
World’s Exposition.

The tuition at Amherst has been
raised from $100 to $110 per annum.
This is to go into effect at the commence-
ment of the next college year,

Co-education is not so popular at the
University of Mississippi. The male
students have petitioned the faculty that
the female students be removed.

Of the fifteen thousand students who -

are attending the medical colleges in the
United States, four thousand will gradu-
ate this year.

The oldest student in the Princeton

Theological Seminary is aged 71, the
youngest 17, both being in the Junior
Class. One graduated from Lafayette
College in ’44, the other from Lincoln
University in ’86.

An Egyptian university at Cairo had
an attendance of over 4,000 students in
986, and ten years ago had a faculty of
231 professors, and an attendance of
7,695 students. Its library contains
many old and valuable manuseripts.

There are thirty Yale graduates on the
Hawaiian islands, several of whom oc-
cupy important positions under the local
goverment.

Of the five hundred universities and
colleges in this country only nine can
boast of existence before the Revolution.

The University at Jena has received a
bequest of $75,000, to be applied to zoo-
logical research upon Darwin’s theory of
evolution.

The student who was expelled from
Dickinson College without hearing the
charges brought against him, has been
successful in a law suit against the fac-
ulty of that institution.

A party of students were once attend-

ing a performance of Richard III. .

When the scene came where Richard
rushes upon the stage and shrieks, “ A
horse, a horse! my kingdom for a
horse ! ” immediately twenty books, with
covers of dark blue, went flying toward
the footlights.

Ex-President Noah Porter, of Yale
College, superintends the revision of
Webster’s Dictionary. Among the new
words are to be “ boycott’” and ¢ dude,”
but the ex-President is pnzzled to clearly
define the latter.

Harvard has received recently one
million four hundred thousand dollars ;

—
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four hundred thousand of them the be-
quest of the late John Q. A. Williams.

Several games of base-ball have al-
ready been played in New Orleans under
the new rules, and much dissatisfaction.
is found with them.

The total number of teachers in public
schools in the United States is 307,804.
Of these 198,000, or nearly two thirds,
are wonien.

Nearly half of the 10,933 graduates of
Harvard have graduated in the last fifty
years. ,

A young woman of California,who is a
student at the Paris Medical School, has
the honor of being the first female to re-
ceive the appointment of house surgeon
in an hospital.

Hugh Stowell Brown’s advice to Chris-
tian students : “ Young men, take care
that whilst vou are putting off the old
man you do not put on the old woman.”

Student : ¢ How is it, Doctor, that I
always take cold in my head ?”

Doctor: “ Itis a well-knwon principle,
sir, that a cold is most likely to settle in
the weakest point.”

One hundred and twenty-four students
at Harvard University are working their
way through college.

The rules in William and Mary Col-
lege in 1772 forbade the students to drink
anything but “ cider, beer, toddy, and
spirits and water.”

The National Inter-Collegiate Prohi-
bition Association announces a series of
oratorical contests to be held during the
summer vacation in connection with tem-
perance camp-meetings.  Any student of
any Américan college—ineluding gradu-
ates of ’87—may enter. :

Between three and four hundred pupils
are gradun’tcéi from the mind-cure col-

leges of Chicago every month. That
city has five chartered colleges of this new
school and twenty that are not chartered.

It is thought that ten thousand dollars
of the Peabody Educational Fund will
go this year to South Carolina, on accouns
of the earthquake disasters at Charles-
ton. : :

A careful statistician reports that there
are in America 1,801 institutions devoted
to higher education. Attending these are
163,570 male and 30,587 female students.
In 1880, 154,375 of our 227,710 school
teachers were women. |

President McCosh, of Princeton Col-
lege, and Geo. W. Cable, the well-known
novelist, have recently joined the Prohi-
bition party.

First College Student: Where were
you last night, Fred? I didn’t see you
at the gymnasium.

Second College Student : No, took the
two Griggs girls to the theatre. By
George, they’re beautiful girls, but I
can’t make ’em talk. They didn’c say
half a dozen words all the time we were
gone.

First College Student: Oh, well, you
had you practice on the dumb belles all
the same, I see.

Prof. : “What gender is lex?”’ . Fresh-
man : ¢ Masculine.” Prof. :.¢ Oh, no, it
is feminine,” Freskman: “If I had
known that, I should not have obeyed it.””

Of last year’s graduates of Yale, 35 are
studying law, 8 medicine, 22 in business,
17 reading post-graduate courses, 6 study-
ing theology, 5 traveling, 2 editing pa-
pers, 2 teaching school, 1 in Congress,
and 1 at leisure. J

There are one hundred and forty-nine
American students at the University of
Berlin. Nine are in theology, four in
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law, six in medicine, fifty-eight in philoso-
phy, forty-seven in mathemathics and nat-
ural seiences, and two in political science.

Mercer University, Macon, Ga., is the
recipient of a legacy of two thousand
flollars from Mrs. Amanda B. Johnson
for the education of peor young nen.

There are now 140 young men plesenla
at this institation. ~

Dartmouth is the only chartered col-
lege in New Hampshire. The Legisla-
ture of that progressive State will not
grant a charter to any new educatlonal
institution.

SELECTIONS.

CoLLEGE CHEERs.—One: of the col-
lege papers has compiled a list and his-
tory of college cheers. According to it
the original shouts of the colleges were
repetitions of the names of the colleges.
This gave an advantage to the colleges
that had sonorous names, and as the con-
stant aim of cheering is to make more
noise than the other cheerers, new yell-
ings were evolved by a process of evolu-
tion. These came into existence a quar-
ter of a century ago, when Yale and
Harvard had their boat-races on Lake
Quinsigamond, when the ’Rah ! "Rah !
'Rah ! thrice repeated was heard. Har-
vard sounded the ’Rahs full, and added

¢ Harvard,” pronounced so that the

“ar” and clipped “d” were all that
were heard.
New Haven college’s Rahs with a long
howl on the “a.”
 Princeton’s cheer was developed soon
after, as Princeton came into athletic rela-
tions with the other colleges. They took
the three ’Rahs for a basis, and added
the skyrocket siz-boom-ah, which they
hold on. to as long as the nine ’Rahs of
their opponents hold out, and then yell

“ Princeton” as a calliope climax. Dart-

mouth has one of the most novel cheers
of all. Some Indian must have invented

it, and stout college lungs give it the
right afflatus. It is Wah-hoo-wah! It

“Yale ” was added to the

" Here it is:

is very picturesque, and only a sopho-
more can Wah-hoo to the best advantage.
The hoo is like an owl’s hoot.

Everybody has heard Columbia’s

Hooray ! Hooray! Hooray! C-o0-l-u-m- .

b-i-a! The name spells out rythmically.
Johns Hopkins University, at Baltimore,
has taken the ground plan of the cheer
and built on it, adding J-o-h-n H-o0-p-
k-i-n-s, instead of C-0-1-u-m-b-i-a. Ste-
vens Institute at Hoboken and Union
College, Schenectady, have similar cheers.

Rutgers has a cheer almost as original

as Dartmouth’s. Itis’Rah!’Rah! 'Rah!
Bow-wow-wow! Rutgers. Williams has
an entrancing and resonant ’Rah ! "Rah !
’Rah! Will-yams ! yams! yams! Penn-
sylvania University has a wild Philadel-
phia cheer without any special charm. It
is the three ’Rahs and Penn-syl-va-ni-ah.
The College of the City of New York
cheer better. They say ’Rah three times
and G CLNL YD oo

Cornell has a cheer that, once heard,
cannot be forgotten. It is like the rhyme
of the passenjaire.
per emphasis only in times of excitement.
Cornell! Cornell! Cor-cor-
cor-nell! T yell like—! Cornell !—N.
Y. Sun. '

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ‘ANN
HARBOR, M1cm.—In the lmder:gradtlate

It is given with pro-
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department of Michigan there are about
six hundred students. = The courses are

largely elective. Degrees are conferred

in Arts, Philosophy, Science, Letters,
and Engineering, the A. B. degree being
the most popular. In the Law, Medical,
Pharmacy, Dental, and Graduate depart-
ments there are about a thousand stu-
dents. Women are admitted upon the
The university
was established in 1841, and is con-
trolled by the State.

The list of Canadian and A merican
college colors, as we learn from an ex-
change, is as follows: Toronto Univer-
sity, navy blue and white ; Trinity, red
and black; Queen’s, red, yellow and
navy blue; Harvard, crimson ; Cornell,
cornelian ; Columbia, blue and white ;
Princeton, orange and black ; University
of New York, violet ; Dartmouth, green ;
Brown, brown ; Ambherst, white and pur-
ple; Bowdoin, white ; University of Cal-
ifornia, pink ; Hamilton, pink ; Univer-
sity - of Pennsylvania, blue and red;
Williams, royal and purple; Lehigh,

bm‘wnv and white ; Lafayette, matoon and
white ; Hamilton Ladies College, butter-
cup yellow and brown; Manitoba Col-
lege, Turkey ' red, sky blue and light
blue. i ] e A

fa

MAINE StATE  CoLLEGE, ORONO,
MEe.—The Maine State College of Agri-
culture and Mechanie Arts owes its ori-
gin to the national land grant, and is con-
trolled by the State. By the will of the
late ex-Governor Abner Coburn it re-
ceived one hundred thousand dollars in
1886. There are courses in Civil Engi-
neering and - Mechanical Engineering:
leading to the degree of B. C. E. and B*
M. E.; and there are courses in Agri-
culture, in Chemisiry, and in general
Science and Literature, each leading to
B. S. Almost all of the students choose
the courses in Civil Engineering, Me-
chanical Engineering and Chemistry.
Women are admitted, but only a few are
in attendance. There are ten professors
and about one hundred students.

: CAMPBELL & CO., -
ARTISTIC PHOTOGRAPHERS,
525 £. BROAD STREET, RICHMOND, VA,

% ‘None but First-Class work allowed to leave this establishment. © Portraits finely finished

in Oil, Pastel, Crayon, and Water Colors.

College Book Store!
629 K, IBROAI Sy RICHMONIDy VA,

INexxr Stoxel

INe<xr Storel

Everything Fresh and New- Direct from the Publishers and Manufacturers.

BOOKS AND STATIONERY.

Oxford Teachers' Bibles and Pocket Bibles, Hymn Books and Prayers and Hymnals, Fine Gold Pens,
Pocket Books, Writing Desks; Autograph and Photograph Albums, Blank and Memorandum Books, Latest

Styles Fashionable Stationery.

I'he Professors and Students of Richmond College are c¢ordially invited to

see us. Any book or article not on hand furnished at short notice without extra charge.

HUNTER & CO.,

629 E. BROAD STREET, RICHMOND, VA,



Grl WL Bl T INC LR
U CiC ie T

Toilet Arﬁ@@@g Qigars and Tobacco.

Prescx‘iptiors uuefu]]y compounded at all hours, day ornight. ’lelephone orders, and C. O D. orders by
mail or te]egraph promptly executed.

: lclq pllone No., a4y, S00 W. MARSIHALL ST, o RICHMOND, VA,

Richmond Steam Dyeing Scouring & Carpel CleaningWorks,

308 N. FIFTH ST.. -~ ~ RICHMOND, VA.

Special nttcntwn pnid to Cle'ming Dyeing and Rf pairing Gentlemen’s Clothes. Orders by mail or express
carefully attended to.

Mrs. A J. PYLE, Proprietress.
Em@ c@@ B. & Chas, L. Steel,

DENTISTS,

723MA1N STREET, - - - RICHMOND, VA.
 CONSTABLE BROS,,

W0, 410 BANK BEoAD STREET,
SEHIRT NMA XK E ns,
Dealers in Gents’ Furnishings.

JOHN MORTON, Florist,

Corner Main and Reservoir Streets.
CUT FLOWERS A SPECIALTY,

Green-house and Bedding Plants, Basket and Om‘uncntnl Desxgns fllled at short notice at low rates.
All orders plomptly attended to. TELEPHONE 303.

O N SN &6 SOV
No. 823 Main St , Richmond, Va.

Fine Watches, Jewelry and Silverware, Holiday and Wedding Presents, Plain Gold Rings, &,
Call and see our NEW If{ITML RING and TEN-DOLLAR SILVER WATCH.

STOKFES & DUNIN,

Merehant Tailors,
211 E. BROAD STREET, - - RICHMOND, VA.
FINE WORKX AT LOY PRICES,

IDEN B. TYLER & CO., Jewrelers,

Have Removed to their New Store, No. 807 Main St Pace’s Block.

. Call on them and see the finest stock of

W@ﬁ@[}u@sg @uam@m@]sg Selid Silver and Plated Ware

In the city or elsewhere. ' Watch Repairing done at the lowest cost and in the best manner.
Spectacles and Eye-Glasscs and Badge Pins and Society Medals, Specialties
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