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YREPACE

The deeision of the Pennsylvanis Railrosd Authorities
to edasden the ferry service of the Elisha Ige, prior to
the bosts annual inepeotion by the United States Coast
Guerd in March, 1953, orested & bilt of excitement on the
part of the Zastern Shore Inhabitants. This feryy servics
connected the Shore with 01d Point Comfort snd NHoxiollk,
Tirginies The forry made two tzips a day ecrous the Doy,
earrying the mail, freight, cars, and passengers.

Twa Cozst Cuard Inspectors, Crom Marine Inspection

in Horfolk,; stated the Elisha Lee necded sowze oostly ropairs

vefore the Coast Cuard could issue a Certificate of
Inspection deelaring the vessel safe as o feryry. The
Penneylvanina Fallroad Authorities 444 not belleve the
income Lrox this eommerciel enterprise would sompensate
for the expense of these repnlras Therefore, the ferry
wag disoontinued in violation of a e¢ourt order rendercd by
the Honorsble Jeff ¢alter, of Horthampton County CGourd.
The writer of this thesis vas serving an enlistment
In the United States Const Guerd at this tine, an&‘waﬁ
ctetioned in the ¥arine Inspection OfCico in Horfolk,
Virginis, The ferry conbroversy orested an interest and

desire to do some detalled reseerch in the ferry systons



iis
vhiech connocted the ¥asbern Shore of Virpinis with the
55040,

The importance of proper forry service connsobing
the two isolsted countles on the Shore with the State of
Virginia contt he s%ar@stima%a& in the prosent dny, The
ferry system wee eguzlly importont to the Inhnbitants of
the Shore in the post. From the time of the first sotiloe
menty on the Penlnsuls, there vwas o constant domand lor
pone bype of ferry service, From A705, to the presont
dey there has besn an established feryy crossing tho
Clhuoeapeake Boy from the Shores. The purpose of thls history
is 4o ahd& that there vas a conotant need snd effort to
maintain goutact with the people on the western side of
the Bay, for cconomle, pollitical, and sooisl purposesg.

¥y indebtedness lo acknowledpe to Dr, Susie M, Ames,
a2 noted historian snd authoriiy on Bastern Shore History,
and Lo Er. Jumes T. Menrs, who hng gpent much of hig time
in historieal rosearch concerning the Shorey Lfor thely
tine and kindness in corresponding with me, end giving
both information and sugsestions. I an grateful to my
professors, Dr. Ralph Ce HoDanel nnd Dr. Wesley . laing,
for thelr guldance and leadership in dirceting my research,
reading end corroctbing my manuseript, snd giving

gonstructive oriticlom, My thenks is expressed to Mrs.
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Henry bDaldwin In peraitting me to see the Scvern Ey

Venorandun

EBook. To the gtaffs of: the Otate Librory of
Virginie, the Worfolk Pubile Librery, the Univercity of
Virginia Libeery, ond the University of Richmond Libraryd
I shall ever repenber your kindness and willingness to
asglet in every way possidble in meking my reosesreh &
plegsent adventui,.

Clarence lee Hoohe
August, 1664
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INDEX TO GOUNTY LOCATION

Northampton County, first called Accawmack, was one of the eight original Virginia
gshires of 163L. 1In 1642 the name was changed to Northampton, perhaps for an English
county. The earliest English exploration of this area was made by Captain John Smith
in 1608, and the first settlement was probably in 161l. Court records from 1632 are
said to be the oldest continuous series in America. The first county seat was Town-
field near present Cheriton where a courthouse was built soon after 1664. Iater the
county seat moved several times before being permanently set at Eastville where the old
courthouse, still standing, was built in 1731. Also standing here are the clerk's
office and debtors! prison, built around 1770.

In 1950 the population of Northampton County wae 17,300; that of Eastville was 31l.
This county lies on Virginia's “Eastern Shore," the peninsula between the Atlantic Ocean
and Chesapeake Bay. It has a land area of 226 sq. mi. or 1LL,6L0 acres and a water area
of 131 sq. mi. On the ocean side it consists of islands, bays, and inlets., Tempera-~
tures average 39° in January, 78° in July. Precipitation is L3 inches annually. Over
one~-third of the generally flat land is wooded; there is a good deal of lumbering.
There are no minerals except beds of sand, gravel, and clay. Fine oyster beds and other
commercial fisheries furnish a livelihood for many. '

Northampton is one of Virginia's leading farm counties and in value of products
sold it ranked ninth in 1949. The productive sandy loam soil, aided by long growing
seagson and mild climate, permits intensive cultivation to the extent of two and some-
times three vegetable crops a year. Truck crops and field crops are the chief sources
of income. In 1949 Northampton was the top county in vegetables raised for sale. There
is a great variety of these — tomatoes, green beans, lima beans, cabbage, sweet corn,
green peas, sweet peppers, broccoli, spinach, and others. Irish potatoes and sweet
potatoes constitute the biggest field crops, but corn, soybeans, and small grains are
also raised. Northampton has long been one of the leading potato counties of the nation
A large anmnual crop of strawberries is shipped direct to big eastern city markets. In
the nursery business Northampton ranks sixth among Virginia counties; it specializes in
fruit trees, ornamental shrubbery, cut flowers, and potato and tomato plants. The
Eastern Shore Produce Exchange provides a local market for potatoes, berries, and vege-
tables.

Most of Northampton's manufacturing is closely tied to its natural resources. larg
packing houses produce canned and packed oysters and other seafoods and many kinds of
canned vegetables. A large plant packages frozen foods, both vegetables and seafood.
Nonfood manufacturing includes a growing enterprise that makes radio and television
electronic equipment, a newly established shirt factory, and numerous lumber plants.

The tourist trade is an important industry. Ocean Highway, U. S. 13, runs the
length of the county and brings hundreds of travelers through here each year. Kipto-
peke is the Eastern Shore terminal for the ferry steamers that ply across Chesapeake
Bay to Little Creek near Norfolk. In addition to beach and saltwater sports, Northamp-
ton has points of historic interest. The Northampton Memorial Library is at Cape
Charles. The Northampton-Accomack Memorial Hospital at Nassawadox serves the entire
Eastern Shore. Fort John Custis of the U. S. Department of Defense is near Kiptopeke.
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The Eastern Shore of Virginia,
originally known as "Ye Kingdom of
Accawnacke," was explored by Captain
John Smith in 1608, settled in 161l,
made one of the original eight shires
of Virginia in 1634, and divided into -
Accomack County and Northampton County
in 1663. The first county seat of
Accomack County was at Pungoteague.
later it was moved to Onancock, and in
1786 to Drummondtown, now the town of
Accomac. In 1950 the county's popula=
tion was 33,832 and the county seat's:

' was 500. In the American Revolution,
militia barracks were at Onancock, and in the War of 1812 a British fleet and 12,000
troops were stationed on Tangier Island and moved out to action in Chesapeake Bay to
attack Fort McHenry. A battle was fought on Pungoteague Creek between the British and
the Eastern Shore militia. X

INDEX TO COUNTY LOCATION

This county (land area L70 sq. mi. or 300,800 acres - water area 132 sq. mi.) is
the northern of two counties on Virginia's Eastern Shore peninsula between the Atlantic
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay and is a flat or gently rolling region, fringed by islands and
cut by countless creeks, bays, and inlets. Temperatures average 39° in January, 78° in
July. Precipitation is 43 inches a year. More than one-fourth of the land is wooded;
there is much lumbering. The only minerals are deposits of sand, gravel, and clay.

The productive sandy loam soil, aided by the unusually mild climate, is capable of more
than one vegetable crop a year. The extensive beds of excellent oysters and clams fo
a rich natural resource which provides a livelihood to many local people. , :

, Accomack ranked third among Virginia counties in value of all farm products sold
in 1949. Principal sources of income were field crops, especially Irish and sweet
potatoes,. poultry and poultry products, and truck vegetables. Not only in Virginia but
in the nation is this county a leader in the production of Irish and sweet potatoes,
broilers, green beans, and tomatoes. Its strawberry crop is important also, and forest
products such as standing timber and poles, posts, and firewood, produce considerable
farm income. The Eastern Shore Produce Exchange at Onley, the Farmers' Exchange at
Tasley, and the Seaboard Supply Company at Onley, and other local organizations are
outlets for potatoes, berries, and all types of vegetables, and there are direct rail

. and truck lines to Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York.

Second to agriculture in giving employment are manufacturing and trade which em-
ploy about equal numbers. Large lumber plants, seafood packing houses, and vegetable
canneries utilize Accomack's raw materials. Other manufactures are men's shirts and
cinder and concrete building blocks. Trade employment is found in many wholesale
houses and in retail stores of the numerous small but thriving towns, many of them
located along the busy Ocean Highwey, U. S. 13, running the length of the county and :
bringing hundreds of north-south travelers through here.

Not only is there the transient tourist trade, but more and more vacationists are
coming to enjoy the beaches, yacht harbors, deepsea fishing, hunting, and seashore
eating-places for which Accomack has long been known. There are colonial homes and
churches to be seen. Tangier Island in Chesapeake Bay is a unique community which, as
yet, has been almost undiscovered by tourists. Settled in 1686, it was formerly so
isolated from the mainland that it still retains much of the quaint appearance, cus-
toms, and dialect of earlier days. '

The Northampton-Accomack Memorial Hospital at Nassawadox serves the area. There
are public libraries at Onancock and Tangier. The U. S. Naval Auxiliary Air Station
is a large military establishment at Chincoteague.



CHAFIIR X

A HISTOHICAL SEYTCH OF THY RASTERY BHORE OF
YIRGINIA IY THE SEVERTRENMYH CEWIURY

4 history of Virginla would nobt bo conplete withe
out a study of the Factern Shore, yet this Feninsuls In
the eurly written histories has merely been mentioned by
the hiszborians. There had been ne detalled pesearch done

this section of Virginla's history prior to 1911, In
fact, few people lnow where the Eastern Shore ic located,
and 0till less of its people and its bistory. In spite of
thisc faot the Fastern Shore con boast of a history almost
equal to thet of Jamestown, Captain John Smith declared,
"Heaven and enrth scemed never ¢ have agreed bﬁ’i}tﬁk‘ 0
have framed e ploce for mon's Commodlious and delightful
hﬂmte%icﬁa.nw*’l&m could be found on thie Fenlnsuls,

The Eastern Shore of Virginia is located on thé

enst slde of the Chesapeske Baye. It 18 separated from
the rest of Virginis by epproximetely fiftecn miles of
water to Hampbton, ﬂrgmm, and twenty miles to Frincess
Ame GCounty: vhere the present ferry runs from Kipboneke
to Little Creek, Virginis. The southern part of the

1, Jennings Cropper Vise, Ye Rinedore an Ty
or Fastern Shore of Vireinia in Ths 1 HEVEREoEnth CONTUT
Tiichmonds ~The Bell Look end Stationery Company, 491l

Pe &




Shore i very nayvow in width, having the Chepapecks Iay
on the wont side, end the Atlantle Ocean on the eavt, The
length of the Peninsula from the Capes to the Harylend line
is approximntely seventy-five miles. The Eastern Shore of
Virginis hes an ares of 696 sguure miles, or 445,440 acres
of lond, snd 263 square miles of vater areny gﬁi& conprises
the two countles of Accomock and Northampton. The
geographical location of this Penlnaula, with its many
harbors, made 1t an excellent place for ghipping produsts
to forelgn ports in the Colonlal Ere,

The first exploration of the Peninsula wos node by
Captain Jolm Smith in 3.69&5 On thiz first voyage they
enaountored, "o, two grim and stout Salvages upon Cape
Charless with long poles like Javelings, headed with bm‘ﬁﬁanaﬁ
These Indians brought Ceptain Smith and his orew before
their chief at the village of "‘Meclﬁﬁ"ﬁ The Chief of
the Indlan tribe on the Shore wan named "Debedeavon,” or

2. "Beonomlo Deta of Acoomack County,™ April, 1953%
and "Heconomie Data of Herthampton County,” Moy, 19063,
Pamohlets, Printed by Virginia Division of Planning and
weononle Developnent,

8, Zdward Arber, Travels and ¥orks of Captnln John

Snith President of Virginds ond Adalrel of Now Lngis

TECT (The sl Sradley eaitione |o0inburghs Giiver an
terg) 1910), I, 109.

4¢ John Smith, The Travels, adventures mnd Ubservetions
of Capteln Jobn Smith In burone, asin, Africke asnd azerle
FTOMm GRe Lonaon €aition Of 1689, niohmond: The frenk
Press, 1819), Xy 173.

Bs This nome is spelled many differont woyz ast
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"lauzhin: Eing of &eanm&ak;“ﬁ His tribe wma connected €0
+he tribe of Powhatan and they spoke the Povhaton lapsuagts

Captein Smith contimued his exploration of the
Peninsuls northward on the Bay side es far north as the
Poconmoke ﬁ&veyga Here he wma oveprteken by 2 squall, whieh
carmo upon them suddenly. After thils frightenicpg storm
Smithis erew inaisted that he return to the colony et
Jemestown, ond the explorers rowed across the Bay end down
‘the western shore of the Chesapeske to k@&pﬁﬁhﬁ&ﬂ,vﬁmﬁ
 inovm es Eﬁm@%&n, virginia.g

The friendshlp created with the Zastern Share Enﬁiﬁnﬁ
by Captain Smith and the lasor white inhabitants who
ﬁﬁtﬁlﬁﬁ on the Penlnsula proved a very #almablﬁ &ﬁﬁéﬁ 0
»tkﬁ sebtlere at Jamsstown, for on several ocoasions when
?ﬁ%ﬁaﬁanﬂa trive wvas plotiing to destroy the white sotilers,

Acahaw&ahmﬁ Accawok, Accomacke, Acchavmacke, Acoomae, and
Achomate Yhe correct | spelling ls Accomack £Or tho aauntyg

ond Acconmoe for $he town withlin the countys The correct
ay&ilin% will be used in. thiﬂ thesio,. : _

6+ Arber, 1_26 thq I, 6873 and Robert I« Swain

@rei *rhe 2hg2§§§§@atﬁmy~$€igin gf&ﬁhﬁlﬁamm agd ;he ?iﬁ%t
orers ¢ Eastern Shore o ryiondg and ¥Vired

¢charles Bi 157Kk, tor (hew York: Tovis Hlst
?ublishing eamyaﬂyg Ino., 61850 ), I, 12,

7. Arber, She £ibey I, 110,

Bs Ibid., Smith calls this River hi%%&ﬂ@ﬁmﬁﬁﬁa
e Ibide, PP. 111-114,




4
the Indisn Chicef Debedenvon snd hls tribe were foithful to
the white men ingmwaling those nlobs and providing food
for the Colony.

Robert Tyndall, made a trip %o the }’immx‘% Shore of
Virginie in 1810, to obbain fish for the Golony. In
1812, Captain Argsll énﬁ 51y Thonnz Dele visited the Shore
and Smith¥e Island to ﬁ%&mﬁn& the pospibility of mebking
a sebilensnt on the Feninsuls, These men reported that

| the Shore waa a very good plage for a getilement and
abundantly supplied with fzah.%a’ | |

Jonn Pony, Secretery of the &z}lmy, sent Lisutenant
Craddock with epproximately twenty men to make o sebtlow
‘ment on the Peninsula in 1814, for %the purpose of mmm;
galt and catohing flsh for the Colonys This first
a&t%mgzzn% mg at ¢14 Plentation Creeck and eallezé, ‘?‘I}aia*a
Gift." The "Dale's Gii‘?s" sottlenent was one of .aﬁ,x‘;

10, ﬁussiez&. mg
Shore in the Sevenbeenth

- i mﬁs
z’; E# -...Ilii i I E auli' Hnlw

’ts Fﬁ@mm Sho

L ﬁiﬁ«'ﬁﬁt}@ of %c}mhammm a }immme t,:éum: 28 Lidoimond
Virpinio Hisvoricel Uooloty i»m 2% and shopperscn, Frinters,
1861}, I, 18.

11, Alezander Brown, mw
(Doston: Houghton, BLfflin mzzm:,r;

12 Ibiaaw Pa 1'?36
18. Ibid, ,
l4. wise, Op» 01t., Pe 22} and Brown, Ope £lbe, De 229,



8
gettlements in virginis by 1616, The salt factory

entablished on the Shore ceamsed to function aftor o fow
years, but its supporters in the Colony had groeat czp%%mism
in the possibility of such a plan even in the 1l620%s,
Seoretary Fory m%giwn five hundred acres of lend on
the Shore in 1621, and in 1682 Governor Yeardley pluced
one hmﬁiga tenants on sa;wtain‘ Wilcoek's Plantation near
Acoomacks Theore were approximetely seventy-six porsons
on the Shore in 1623 end 1624, snd the settlement ranked
£ifth among twenty~three places in the Gaimyig

The large body of water that separsted this seetion
of Virginia from the other settlements made 1%t necossary
to develop some sort of water conneotion between the

Peninsula end the Jamestown areas The seclusion of this

15, "Virginie in 1816," Heprinted from the Southe
Litera u%aaan oy for Juno 1&39 cited in The *I’irg;. 718

SLELLY
storica stey and Litora éﬁvermﬁarg
parel ec‘i mr chmond s %o%&r ne ergunson, 1840w
1853), I, 110,

16, Wize _%; citey pp. 2435 end Edward D, Helll,
g{%ﬁ of the Virzinis Compe ef‘ mn&m with Lett am o
an oIy Bevey Lo Trted (ALDANYS <

q from the Co
gu’ﬁa"ﬁ” 'IEE@'}T Pe 404

17 Arbery op. olt., II, B&Y73 and Brown, oD« ci%.,
Phe 4211; 4835, s S0e 2234y ¥ § £Ds Clley

18, Brows, Ibids, D« 420¢ and Ames, oD« oit
Pi”&*&*ﬁt’ ¥ AD1Gsy Da H $ O« BLGay

19+ Virginis D, Harrington and Evarts B. Greene,
nmerican Po um"aifm Before the Federal Census of 1980
%ﬁw ?@z‘k Colulibla University rress, 1992 )s Ds 45634




&
part of the Colony can be noted by %he monner in which the
King of nglsnd pddrossed his dsorcees to the people of
Yirginla. ™o our folithful subjects in Yo Colonie of
Virginin end Ye Eingdome of Acwwmﬁkm“w

In 1818, o sbip bullt under Caplein Argallis
gupervinion in the Hempbon @reai mede its maiden vovase $0
the Yastern SBhore of '@‘irgiﬁiaf This was perhaps one cf
the first vessels constructed in the Colony, The early
type of boad uaed&%n erosaing the Bay to the '-f‘-‘mm was
called a shallop. ‘*‘hﬁ.zs ty;;e of vessel wae a very light
opon boat, propelled by cars, salls, or both, The voynge
to the Shore, which Ceptain Jobn Snmith mede in 1608 we
In a 4wo ton open tsaréga propelled by nara.ﬁa

The need Lfor transporietion of goods and people
aeross the rivers end the Bay wms evident as early as
1621, when the Governor snd the Counell of Virginla wrote
Fw the London Company urging $hat ship bullders be |

80 wise, 0p. clt., pe vii,

El. Fnilip A, Bruce, Eeonomic Histor
in the Seventeentn Century \Now York: Lecm
g}' II* %all #

284 Axthur P, hiﬁdietcm Tobaeoco Connt, A Maritlise
Hietory of Ghﬂm‘sxsazwa Bg *x tha {;smnml Lrn \Newport Newas
%}zg ﬁgmrm* Kusoumg 87y Da 623 Lrowm, Mg. ni‘tz;, gm:
1 . *

g@& -ias-rb'ﬁr’ P‘E& ei‘tw, I’ 1690

of Yireinds
AT COMponyy




transported to the Colony:

+sa 707 the bullding of Shippg, Pymnacos, mmd small

vasaalls, without the wnh{égéflm%& eannott well

pseaute ouy digesuverie snd gesnkinge to Trde whkh

oup neighﬁ&urg, or Tg@ﬁﬁperte @y@hﬁr %2r$ﬁlves, or

ouyr Condes from ong Flace Yo anoither,.’

The ecrly settisre estebliched themselves elong
the mhoraes snd oveeks on the Penlnsuls and they were
poon engaged in building thelr own smull orafts and having
thedy private landings along these erecks nnd rivers. Some
of thece sottlements were found on 0ld Plantetion Creck,
Kings, Craddoek, Handum, Cherrysione, MHattawaman, Hungars,
Nassavwadox, Cooohannock, Fungoteapgue, Onanesck, iunting,
and Deep ﬂrﬁﬁ&@gs
The firit forry to be mentioned wos across King's

Creck in 16$éa“ ¥illinm Yard made & complaint to the
gourt of Horthomoston thet according ¢o the agreenent of
ths 014 Flantation inhebitante he hed been keeping a
ferry on Kingts Creck, but would have to he reimbursed
for keepling this ferry or elne discontinug the same. The
gourt gave derd the power to attach the propexty of those

B4. Nelll, ODs glhtuy De 288,
23&; mtip %‘ ﬂ_itru! pp& Mt

B8, Acesvmnck County Orders, Wills, Doeds, EiGa,
Wo. 1, 1638.IC40, De 24, (irenseript), Originel ou pasge B




who 414 not pay bim for thelr tfaﬁﬁgartatiaﬁ'aergﬁa the
preck, cecording o thelr sgreement, These smoll ferries
ﬁerﬁﬁg the eresks wore an pbsolute necossity for the
tronsrortation end comminiestion from one plantatlon o
ancther in the HBeventesnth éanﬁury@ Tho nethoed by which
“these ferries came aboub and by whom they were construsted
‘must have veried a great desls for Joln Fope was presented
“before the court in 1638, on the charge of sommivting
fornieation with Ollive Taton, and was a&m@aiiea to build
g feryy within a month “..éger the passing of people ovnrp
the 0ld Plantetion Creek,Y I Pope 4id not desire to
build the ferry, he was to have forty lashes =nd nmoknowledgo
his fault before the gongregation on the next Sabboth.
Aoocomack was one of the eight originnl Virginia
éhirea established in 16954, and hed 8 pggulati@n of
- aprroximately 398 persons in that yesr, The eounty
changed itas neme to Horthampton in lﬁ%a;ggyr@f@rring to
have an English nane. In M¥orch of 1863, the county of
Horthempton was divided to form two counties, the northern

27. Ibid,, Po 123 Original p, 160,
28, Harrington and Greene, Ops gite, Do 145,

29, Willlam W. Henlng (ed.), The Statutes at Levpe
Belns g Collection of mll the Laws of ViecInin {ron Flrat
Feorion of the Legislature in Lhe fear 1640 | Phlindciphind
Thomas Desilier, CTintor, 1L00o=lo28]y L, 049 This wos
in 1648 scoording to the prosent colendar,




one to be ¢called Acoomeck mnd the southoern poxt of the

Tt

Penineuln retnining the neme of MNorthompton.  With the
contineus influx of zettlers on the hore the populetlon

had renched approzisuiely one thousand by 10849, &ﬁ%r%kﬁ

*.

white pan began to settle throughout the Feninsula.
The Housa of Burgesses passed an Aot in Jenunzry of

1641, eatablishing ferries in mrﬂ§§ t0 provido better
o

transportation within the Colony,  These ferries wore
t0 be kopt at public expense.

That all the oountry respectively provide end
raintaln fferryts and bridges snd the leavy for
payment to the fferrymen to be mnde by the
Commispioners where the fferry is kopt, and where
one creeke porte two eountles, there each of then
to contribute towsrds the mointensnce of the anid
fPerrictesas And that all gzaﬁﬁn@ers whebhory
strongers or others should be fresd from payment
otherwise then by the leavies, end thet the
ffoyremon should glve thelr dug ettendonce from
sunne riging to sunne setitinge v

This Act was repesled by the Asa&mhly in 16474 and

permiosion wes granted o the county eourts 1o ostablish

o according to the old calendar.

50 County Order Bogl, Mo, 8, po 16G.
The date *«;@a T mm s Oy Do

Sls "4 Perfect Deseription of Virzinie,® Printed in

London 1049, odted 4n The Viroinia Historical degloter end
EENNE EYT . cor (1010 43

Litarsry sdvertiser
FACLoriane and o

G2 ﬂﬁﬂiﬂ&g‘gﬁn cltes I, E09.

o> 99 ihiﬁh
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Porrics vhere necescity demanded. The rates to be charged
were nlao set by the county at this time, In 1684/55, the
pover to lie%me a ferry keoper and ordinaries was granted
0 the county courts, with the county Commissioncrs ‘
granting the 1&66!18@3&65

Colonel Hormood made & trip bto Virginis in 1043, and
pasged ﬁhrézégh Forthampbon County, He stetes the site i
the "essbeost of the whole. for nll sorts of negegsarices
for human nmmw The Colonel resided et Yeardley®s
house while weiting for & pagsage across the Bay., He
ramined there for ten daye snd erossed the Chesopeake in
February, by sloop, to Ludlow's Plantatlen on the York
Eivems?

The Iastern Shore was represented in the House of
Burgesses Tor the férﬁzt time in 1G£8, by Johm iWilloookes

i3
and Henyy Watkins, Ap the bransporitetion from the

B, _Ibi{itg Pe 548

PS5 hm., Ps 411. An orxdinsry was & tavern ox
eating house lor public sonvenience during the Colonisl Hraa

56, Horwood, Colonel, "A Voyage to Virginis in 16{%9,
Reprinted in Ghumhill’a Gaﬁ@ctiaﬁ af‘ V me and ‘Erﬂw
olted in The Virgin iz; s - £ 100

Advertisor, Wil
27, Ibid., P. 136

38, John Pendleton Xennedy (ed.), Journals of the
House of Burgosses of Virginia (Richmond: ihe Coloninl
Tronn, 1000~1910]1, I, The names are listed at the front of
the voluns,
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Feninsule $o Jamestown was difficult ond ot $imes imposolible,
the Horthampton County Courd wae glven a great desl nore
puthority to try 4ifferent types of cases than the avernge
courts in the Colony. The Genersl Courht ol Jonestowm grented
the Northampton Courd the power to hondle all cases not
gxeeceding the sun of "bwenty pounds sterling or four
hundired younﬁs of tobocoo,” graviﬁeﬂ %ﬂﬁall Yenrdiey, or
ﬁathaniel Littleton were gr@wantﬁ

The General Assembly in 1678, p&@&éﬁ g law that the
nenbers §f~ths House representing the countles of Accomnck
and Northampton, should rﬁgeivﬁ sizty pounds of tobacooe
helf as much sg $he othey m&mﬁa:&»@@r dny éias an allownes
"y aefor the charge of a asloope two men to #ﬂﬁl@ {vic) the
sald sloope, and their prﬁvﬁaianmﬁngwéa B

The Eastern Shore of Virginia wms soon producing
tobacco and other crops in large quentities by the latter
' part of the Seventeenth Cent ury, and there vere a number
of wsrehouses for the storing of tobaoso, and sevoral ports
of entry for the Colony on the Chore. In Accomack Caunﬁy,

the mout praminent port wag at Calvertts Heck on hﬁﬂ%ﬂ”*&

i c 39, g; Re &gzéw%im?aiﬁﬁﬁ) iﬁiﬁu ﬁﬂibf The Gamvai&
end Canern ourt o alon Vircinis { RioDHonG | Sese
Titsary o Virginie, T054], De Z%

40, Hening, op. gib., II, 398-390,
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Creele, and in Hovthempbton County the flourishing pors wai
"eeotit  the land bolonging to iye. Secretaryes 0fTice,” -
which vma locaded on $he north oide of Hing's COreel,
The Act Tor establishing porte in the @mimny whare veogsels
could load sand unlosd tholr csrgo, clioved fox o trenendous
expansion in commerce for ﬁh@ newly created portss Dy the
Eighteenth Century the prominent ports for the Zasiern Shore
were locstod at Cherrystone, ﬁ&wﬂéﬁ@&@%& Hungars,
Pungotbeague, Fittg, end Guilford. ?

The population of the Zastern Shore at the ond of
the Seventeenth Contury was sore fthan five thousand p@?ganﬁfa
These people were primarily formers, but many of them wero
alno shipbuilderss A large numbey of the inhsbitents of
the Peninsula ﬁwnéﬁ their beatg,-w&im& could be uged for
trangporting thelr femilien or others eeross the Bay vhoh
o desireds These voseels would range In size froana
saall cano?, used on the creeks; "...t0 the threo-mested
vesgols, the bﬁfkgnawg Thers were ceveral types of veusels

uged ot this time by the peditlers of the sShore, some of Lheso

41, Ibid., Ds 473

42, He Re Mellweine (ﬂﬁ@ Jxecutive Eaurn )
The ﬁaﬁncil of Co ani¢ 1 ir wichmond s aﬂwuw“&I

5?:;.
braxry
of virginia, 1980),

430 2’?5.‘?@3 DBs giﬁv, De 848
44. AmES,; 0De OAbey Do 144,
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types vere: "The pinnsce, the sloop, the ﬂhﬁl%gg3 the kelah,
the brigantine, the gallot, and the f‘rigat@a”“ The nize
of the sloop end the other vesselns varled, yot some were
lavge enough to sarry'thiyﬁwaiva hogheads of tobzoco and
ranged og heavy a2 Tifvy ﬁa&ﬁ;£

Eeg&r&lmsﬂ of the faet thatkth&ra were o srest many
privately owmed yessals h? the end of the Sevonbeenth
- Century, there was & need Jor a ferry safviae. The ,
tromendons amount of business and the steedy lnorsase of
tobaseo shipping, made some sort of public fTerry system a
necesoiby In order that these people might keep in congtant

contact with the Virginlans soross the Chesapooke Bays

- &Be Lhid., A Ygallot®™ wes ¢ small swift galley, and
& "ketoh" was sinilar to & yawlj having the mainmast snd
the migpenmost,but the mismmernmast slightly larger and more
forverd than on the yowil.

46, Ibid., D. 142,



CHAPTER II
THE FERRY HYSTEZ IN TUE EIGHTERNTH CENIURY

The Goneral Agsembly of Virginie passed an Aot fg@
the repulation and esteblishment of new ferrles in 1708,
This Act was for the dispatch of Public Expressss and to
maks 1t possible for a qguiek transportation of traaysain
the Colony acrops rivers and orceks in tlme of danger,
Ferry siﬁaa»ané,ratag wers saet forth by the Assembly in
thiz Legliolativo Aots

In 1705, the General Assembly re-enacted the 1702
ferry laws In $his low & ferry to the Fastern Shore of
Virginia was first established. |

From the Port of Northampton to the Port of York. 4
From the Port of Horthsmpton 4o the Port of Banpbton.

The fere charged for erossing the Boy was fifteen eshillings
for & man, and thirty shillings for & man and a horse,

The forry was to be constantly maintzined a4 the place
speeified by th&.ﬁaagmhly?

l. Hening, op. gilt., III, 218,
2. This was during queen Annevs War.

3. Hening, op. git., III, 218 et szog. Subseguently
when discussing a particular Act or pé%f%%ﬁg} o footnote !
at the end of the parvagraph will indicste that the authority
for all the material within thet paragraph ecan be found
wlthin the foobtnobe,

bes xbiﬁrg Pe 473, 5. Ipid,
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The oounty courds where the ferrles were looated
hod the power to issue licenses to the ferry keepers, snd
thoy hnd the suthority to presoeribe the number of boatg
to e umeds I a Torry was ostabliched on one aldo of o
river by the Agsembly, then the county courts had the
power to appoint a ferry op the opposite alde, Ths leryy
keepers were reguired to perform thely task properliy and
T4 there wos zny evidence of negleet or omission of duty,
the county courd could ﬁggg thelr forry frenchise and
grant it to someone eloes
The ferry keeper was %o glve bond in the sun of
twenty pounds Tor security. s wag €0 bg T...free of
Fublic and County levles, end from ell other Public
gervices, as musters, constables, clesring hi@h@&yﬁ% being
impressed, and other things of the 1ike natureees.” In
-addition to there privileness the farry proprietor could
obtain his license free of chargej this wms done in arﬁeg‘
to encourage the developrent of privately ownsd ferries.
The county court could grant the Terry kecepers
perminsion to have en ordinery. Onece such ordinery was
established at a ferry there aguiﬁ not be another for

a distance of five miles: unless the counby court or o

B, Ihiﬁgg‘ B 473874, .?.E Qﬂﬁﬁmai
7s Ibide, De 474, 8. Ibig,
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tovm required the llconsing of additional tavewnaag

ihen s ferry systen was establiched ot a given
polnt, no other porson wos permitted to transport any
travellers scross the rivers or Bay for a fee, If anyone
wviolasted this part of the Aot he was pubject to - fine
of Pive pounds: one half of this sum wes to g0 to the
nearent fervy-usn where the offence ocourred, and the
other half o the person who reported this vioelatlion., If
the fTerry keeoper had reported the aeb he recelved the
five pounds, The viclator of this Isw wan regulirsd to pay
any court expenses which might heve been charged foy
moaking the proper geittlenent of the violatlons The one
exasptian to this gage wes the transporting of a parish
Priest, who ocould require immediste farriege to atbtend
ahurahalﬁ

The Terry keeper wam to make an agreement with the
eounty court to put hils ferry at the dispomal of the
militis on muater days and st eny other time when nocessiby
required such transportation, The county cowrt was 1o pay
the ferry keeper for the transportotion of the militin,
All official maill, the sheriffs of the countles, and
- militery offlcinls down through the rank of major were to

9« Ibid,
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n
be transported on bhese forvrles freo of gharge,

The feryy sysben establiched st the Port of
Xorthampton in 1705, was located aﬁﬁ”tﬁ@ moubh of Eingls
Creck,” upon the Seorctary?s Lﬁnﬁnlwxn August 1707, the
establishment of the "Fort or Town known or oalled Town
Fielda® wop mede in sccordancs with the Act of the Goneral
btssewbly passed Ootober 23, 17205, whieh allcw&d‘gmr the
establishment of towns and portz in the gﬁlﬂﬂyal& Town
Flelds wag losated on the land formezrly ownoed by the
Secretary of the Colony on Cherrystone Creek, hence 1%
appears that thiéfirsa ferry oysten was {ron the seme slbe

A,

a8 Town Fields, This feryy connected the Shore with the
kR
Foyts of York and Hompton.

The Aot of 1705, extablishing ferries in the Colony

12, Ibid., p. 418, The Secretary for the Colony
An 1708, wnmg Zdmond Jenings, and it wae on his land thet
in 170% the esteblishment of Towm Flelds was nmede. The
name is also spelled Townflelds, but the spelling Town
Plelds will be used in this thesis,

1%, Northsmobon County Orders and ¥ills, Dite., o
14, 1698-1710, p. G54,

14, Ibld., Town Flelds was located on the point of
land where Xing's Creek and Cherrystone Creek{omiled then
Cherrostone) empty into the Chusapeake Bays tauerefore the
town could be referred to ag beling looated on elther King's
Creek or Chervystane Cresl.

15, H@ﬁiﬁgg ‘9‘21 Qitgg. IE,X, 4‘739
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of Virginis, wan made perpotusl in 1713. By this tiue,

the produstion and trenspordaticn of tobacco on the
Eogtern Shore of Virginis bad begonw a vory profitable
buginess, There wore storchouses and other poris of sutey
established for the transporbing of this eorop from the
Shore, George Harmenson, an inhabitant of Horthsupion
county, w8 an egont for & storshouse in 1715, “on
Mettovmman's Creek. The size of this bullding wes forby
feet in length end it had two me«a??zm eneh mide for the
viewing and recelving of tab&aaa,“'

Advancenent in the field of {renevortntion within
the Colony ecan be noted in the Act passed by the General
Aspembly in 1720, concerning ferries, Ferry XKespels wore
encouraged to provide convenlent boats for transporting
gonches, carts; and wgeonsi in addliion to horases and
g@ﬁa@n@eré a8 had been previded for in the 1708 ichs. The
entablished rates for the transporting of these earvisgen
Were:

For every Coasch, Chayiot, or Chslse with four
wheels, or wapgon, the same yates ag orlnic] by
1&W'esiahlishad, at such fervieu respectively, for

the ferriage of six horses; and {or every two
wheel Chnlse, or Jard, the some rabe sg 1o by law

l&t }195113{};; .?_QQ ci,%{t, ﬁfﬁ 4.‘6@"

i7. Ibiﬁs,§p¢ 2681 and Ralph T. Whitelew, Virgpinin's
Eastern Shore, 4 History of Horbhampton and Acgonmack Counties
THletmond: ?irgiaqa ulstorionl S0Ci6LY, WOALLes and
Bhepperson, Printers, 1951), I, 208,
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emﬁab&i&%gﬁ for tho forrlase of four horses ang
no wors,4

with the stondy dneresse of draveling wvehlcles; an Act

wes pagsed, in 1722, in which the county courts vere Ho
gseo thoei enough bonte wers kopt et the entablisbed ferpies
to @?&?iﬁ&lgﬁﬁquat@ trangportation for wegoons apnd
carringes,

[

sobebllished Lo

ok

From the time the ferry gysbem was

the Destern Shore of Virginis, until 1924, theve ds ao
record of ity success or ownership. Howevewr, it apponrs
that the £irst fevry service was not monsged properxly, or
furnished Insdeguate transportstion acyoss bthe Buyy for
Jolm ingterz pebitinned the court of Rortharmlon Gounty
on Segptembor 11, 1784, %o koep s feryy frosm the port of
Hungers to the pords of York and Hampton. His petition
was granted provided he would keew o good bont for "moa

o
M‘h{}

3 2

Colonel Hermongon wan Lo agsuns the sscurdty of the feryy

£

on besall of John Masters, snd soe that allﬂ§he cutlen
2
of the feryy keepery were propoerly cxeputed.
This ehanged the location of the ferry Tros Town

Flelds to a site spproximately five miles farther norbh on

18 Hening, ope glt., IV, 235-04,
19, Ibid., pr. 112114, ot poosim,
B0, HNorthamplton County Court Order Book, Ho. 18, B

21, Ibid,

e
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the Shore., The location of the new ferry landing inorecscd
+he distonce across the oy to the Pori of Hamptou sboutd
peven miles, but the digbonce to the Port of York reimninod
aprroximately the smmes The ferry wes to dock at the
Port of Fungars for the remalnder of the Dighteentlh Tonbury,
as geveral gfforts to ro-eateblish a ferrey fron Cherryotose
Creek and Xing's Cresk to the ports aseross the Hay wmre 4o
prove unsuccessful. The new ferry site wes probably
located at George Hzrmanson's Landing, for Colonel
Harmanson hed assumed the security for John Masters. This
would place the ferry landing et the mouth of Mattewamnn
Creck whers the Barmanson warehouse was loootods

An interoesting ncoount of o trip ecrosa the Doy van
pade by George L, Compbell while on a voyape Yram New York
in 1756, Campbell states thot the rosds on the FSastern
Shore were as good or agusnl %o those in nglsnd, He
deacribea the Chesapenke Bay as lnrze enough o harbor the
British, Frenech, snd bDutch Fleets at one time, and he
estipatesg the distance frow the feryry landing on theo
Peninsula to gga entrence of the York Rlver as aspproximately
twenty wllesa, »Thﬂ trip down the Peninsule was made by two

stoces {rom Yicomoco [3id] Court Iouse,® to "rongotses [piel®

82, G» Lo Campbell, Itinewont Obsorvetions in

Ameriea, Reprinted from the London Hogszing, i740wLi40
[Fevannahs J. H, Bstill, Printer, 1676), de 5L
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Lrt i

the Pirst night, snd then $o the "Ferry House at Magldl

Bay®3 where o "Chnloupe sttends to transport Passengers
and their Horses to York, Horfolk, Glosester [siel, James
£

Town, or othor Forts, at & Pistole a Horse and Man.e..”

Travellng was a:ben hazardous on the ferries in the
Coloninl Period, and especially on the ferry across the
Bay, a8 can be geen by the Tollowing emperience:

Hn sooner the Vorning davne'd than we rqu”*ﬁ Prom
our Beds, and addressg!d curgelvesn Lo our VOyGiCeese

After being Viebualled for our Voymge, which
generslly emuployas three or four P@urﬁ, and we had
gotien our Pagpapge snd Pard of our attendants on
bonrd, we ourselves RLG?‘@ into a small Punt{a very
small’end dangerous Sort of Canos lsle], Lisble 0
be overturntd by the least Hobtlon m? the Sitters in
it. Tue Hegrces mannge thesm vory des ifnn&if, with
a Peddle), and put off to the “hﬁlleﬁ* wnich by
Feason of the Ghellownese ol the Water, lay et
Anchor near a Mile fron Shore, and beyvond s very
vgly beef, on whioch the Waves brara with grest Fury;
ettended by Seores of Forpolses, who were wanboning
about us. Ve had vory nes rlg gained the Veseel,
when twa of these stupld Hogs came sousme ngainst
one 8lde of the Funb, @gu overturntd uag just uvpon
the Beek of ths #hoal,®

It was with greast @iffioculbty thnt the writer of

this scoownt was resoued, when the Punt wes overturaed,

23« Ibid, a piaﬁﬁle vian the old gkmrtﬁx doubloon
of &pain, worth about $4, The Chaloupe wae French for
sloop, being a deep dralt vessole

24, “Qbsmrvatians in Several Voyoges and Travels
In Ameriea in the Year 1738,% From the Londop Maeasine
July, 1748, eited 1n wi11iam and b ALY UOLLIere LunihoILy,
Flrst Seri&s, Lyon G. %yler, editor (Villlonsburg:
Willisam and Mary Ccll,% e, 1892.1620), XV, 217-218.
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and with such an experience he pives the following sdviceo
to fTeture travellorss

%erﬁ, then, iz one princivle Quelificatlion of a
Traveller, so to gondusht bis Steps ss to he ready
ot every Stasze Lo enter thet Fternal Mansion or
Regting Flace, whore Fain shgll lone % %ﬂiv Bhing,
and carep shnil vex no aore,”™v

an Act of the Genoryal Assenmbly, in 1745, gouve

Littleton ¥yre the ferry franchize for the Dastorn Sholcs
This ferey was $0 yun from the lsnd belongling fo Ldttlston
Eyre to the townz of York, Hampton and Norlolk. Ny, Byre

8 to walntain the proper boats for convenlent transportation
of wogsons, coaches, and sarrisges. The rabses to o cherged
were: twenty shillinge for 2 msn paeuning singly, for n
man and hisg horsze Pifteen shilllnga enel, Tor eazeh ooach,
¢harlot, or waggon and the drlver, the rete vwas the sane

a8 Por olx horses, for every tart or four wheeled chalse

and the driver the rate wag equal to Tour horarcs Qﬁ&iﬂ%

roross the ferry, and Tor every two whesled chaise oy
26

chaiy the rete wes the some o8 for two horoes,

v saszod an Aot which

@

In 1748, the CGenerasl agsembl
repeclod 211 previous Acts relating %o fervies. Thin
Lot was o beoome effective after June 10, 1751, and it

seb new rates for the ferry yunning fros the land of

85. Ibid., Dpe R1E-219. [This Centleman wns later
to lose him 11fe in Jamailen o]
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Littleton Byre to the porte of York, Hempton and Horfolk.
The rates ag esteblished in this Act included the tranpe
portation of tobacco and other types of anlmals beslides
horseg, and were ag lollows:

For every hogshesd of tobsceo gg for one horse,

For evaery hesd of neat gattle as fuf one horsa,

Fer‘evary sheep, goat, or lamb, one £ifth por

the ferriage of one horse.

?Qr every hog,,one fourtih part of the Fervlage

of one Horse.”

Tha 1748 ﬁ@t rrovided for the free traansportation
of publlie messengers, espresses, sheriffs of the eounties
and milidary and governmentel officizls, as the previous
Lots had vrovided; and a fine of five @Quﬂﬁn wan ast Tor
the 1llegsl transporiing of passongers ﬁy nou licenss
peroons aoross any‘plaﬁﬁ whers a ferry had | been eatablished.

-

If & violatlon of his type cceurred, haif of th

&2

Tive
».@auﬁ g went to $ho nosrest forvy kﬂ&pﬁr‘whgr& ha et was
agmﬁitﬁaé and $the other hall to the j eriqn whe had reported
the violstion. | |
| Littlieton Tyre wa iven the monaaaly fax %xamearﬁinb
passengers and mainteioisg the ferry ﬁy:t@ﬁ,aarﬂs" *nﬁ
Qhﬁﬁﬁpﬁ&kﬂ by & legleintive a0t in 1Y565.

.~ Be it enacted, by the aubhority aforesaid, that

no person whatsoeovey shall Tor rew&rdf slexn +88Y e 14
PETSON OF PErsSons over the sald Bay, *rom Tactes

375 113_153«;' F W; 19"“83, g}}. ,ﬁfﬁﬂf»‘fimt

28, Ibide, Pe 23,
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county of Horthompton, o the ganld towne of Yeork,
Hampton, or Herfolly ov eny othor unlzee adjacent

to the snld Towmsd and 1T any person shall offend
hereln, he or she, o offending, shell forefrit and
may five pounds current money, for every offonee, Lo
e recovercd by the keeper of the eald fovyy, for
hin owm use, by action of debd argéﬁfmwmatimn, in
any county court in the dominion,“?

The inhabitante of Aceoomoek County Deld thet o foryy
running Crom one of the towne in the northern pard of Yhe
Peninsula would be more convenlent for then Phsn she lyre
Ferry, neﬁée levin Hogeres and supdry inhabitants of scenmack
petitioned the ﬁ&m&rg&,ﬂﬁgemh%g en Hovembor §, 1L70&, fop

x
the establishment of & fﬁxrya‘ This Lerry wos o run from
the town of Gnancock to the towms gg Tonetoli, Homphton
and Horfolk, aend adjacoent ﬁi&aaﬁ.”w' Johm Tlso Jr. ﬁm@
sundry inhabltante of Accomsek County =lso subalited a
patition at this tinme %o the Asgsomblye vise deslyed to

eatoblish a forry from hie lsnd on Uheseongoosy Uresk Lo
Lol e
£ g

the towms of York, Hompton and Horfoli, Listlebon Lyre

snd his son Severn sehnitded o netition $o the Cenernl

P

Azsembly in opposition to the potitions of Levin Ropers
33
and John Vise Jr.

29e Ibﬁ.@a, Ds &80 5

80s John ¥, Kennedy (ed.}, Journals of The ilous
Burgocsos of Yimpinia, 1761-1765 Zﬁiahmﬁnﬁz Yhe Colonisl
Teat, Lu05«1910],; Ay Z0% e

31, Ibld, 52, Ibid,
55, Ibid,



The three petitions were referred to the Cormilttoe
of Fropogitions and Grievances in the House, The
Committee repoyted thely ﬁ@oiggzé concorning the petitionn

§r
to the House Hovember 8, 1?&%.¢ The pohitlions of John

#lse Jre. and Levin Rogers were rejeoted, nnd Litticton

[ v
85
and Hevern Eyrets potition e declared as remsonobleo,

agg@?n Evre was 8 membor of the Houge of Burgossos
in 1766.  On November 10, 1766, ho and his faother,
1ittleton Byre, subnitted the following reguest fo the
Gepneral Asgsembly in order to galn the f@rry’meaopaly fran
Accumack County: that, Tseeno skipper or owner of Veuseols
may bo sllowed to carry passengers from thgvﬂaﬁt@xm Shore
over the Doy to York, Hompton op ﬁawfﬁlk.”&?

In gpite of the Eyre reguest, Luke Lucker submitbed
e petition to the Assembly on December B, 1706, "esspraying
that he may bo adnltted to keep a Lorry from Pungotengun,
in the said county [ﬁea&ﬁggﬁﬂ to York, Haompton, end Norfollk,
and the places adjscont,®  The Kyres roguest and the

Lucker petition were brought before the louse by the

B4, Ibide, Ds 245 55, Ibide
g@i ihiﬁiﬁ’ 1?65%1'?6§3 Ei‘:, 1&@

57. I‘bi‘:}ig E}ﬁ ali
38 1Ibddsy DPe 49
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Conmittes of Iropositions ﬂgg Grievances Decembor 10, 1760,
Ly

and decloved as ressonable,

Agaln Littleton and Severn Eyre submitted a potition
in March, 1767, %o the Assenmbly in opposition o Luke
Lucker'ts petlition, They stoted:

They have been at a great expense in erceting
convient [oiq] Houses for 4he intertelnment of
Travellers and Commodloung Boatg for thelr speedy
Pagaspe from the Publlic Forry at Hungar's in
Horthanmpion ﬁ@antyg to York, Hompton, end Hoprfolk,
snd praying that the poople of Accumack may be
prohlbited L1 mAﬁganaparting Travellers fron

the said countys

This petition was also reporied as roassanble by
the Commitbee, and was to be incorporsted in a BL1L fﬁ§
ineressing the ferrisge at Jemestown end Swems Fainﬁ»é'
The General Assembly passed the set in 1767, which gove
the petitioners the ferry monopoly for Accomack Gﬁmnﬁyaég
This monopoly was similar to the one Ldttleton Zyre hnd
been grented by the Ascembly for Herthampton County in

1785, Luke Luckor's atiempt to galn o feryy Tranchlae

30, Ibiﬁaa Pite Glwble &l Z:t’*is:‘s., Te 87
41e Ibiflag e 108

42. Honing, Ope i, VIII, 2063«Z64, "Thnt no
person whatsoever gha cor roward sob any porson o persons
over the sald bay from the eounty of Accomack{othar then
the inhsbitants of the seld County) to the seid Towas of
York, Hampton, or Horfolk, or othor plucen zdjacent to
the said Towngasess™ This Aot o doted 1786, og the
Gesslon of the Assembly began in that yoar.



2w
for the inhabibants of Acoomacely was defented like thope of
Levin Rogers and John Wine Jz.

P

The Severn Eyre Lemorsndum Book has reoorded tae

nunber of passengers crossing the Bay, thelr destinabion,
and the amount recelved for ferrloge from November 15, 1748
to Pobruary 27, 1767. Thers were twenty trips ande in
this period; transporting epprovimately fifty~two personsg,
ﬁ%?@ﬂ%@ﬁﬂ,hﬂfﬁ&ﬁ; one oheriot and some letters.s The amount
golleoted by Severn for the period sms forty nine poundg
and two shillings. Tho destinstion of the poosengers wore
as follows: one to Gloucester, sevonbteen to York, two to
Hompton, thlrty-one to Morfoll, and one passenger reburned
from Norfolk to Hungers, but couldnt®t pay his ferricgd.
Three Indlane were passengers golng to York on Docomber 8,
1ves, end it appears that they were nobt cherged any fervinge.
The rate at thies tlno was one pound for m pusscngor or
horse paesing singly, or g%ftgﬁn shlllings for each if
there were more thnn ong.

Littleton Eyre wos in bumlneas perinerships with
John Bowdoin and Isasce Smith ot the 4ine of his éﬁaﬁhaﬁé

Bovdoin and Severn Fyre setiled the esitote and took an

43, Uevern Eyre Memorondum Book, OCuned Ly Mo,
Henry Raldwinl, & descendent of tht oyse romlly. Hyre Hall,
Forthampton County, Virzinia,

44, Horthsmpton County ¥ills and Inventories, Noa




inventory of the properby. The inventory shows thet he
owned halif of o zehooner nomed Mﬁﬁ Eyre¥s Hungers
Flantation wae loft 1o his only son Séévemﬁﬁ

The ferry oysten asppears to pass Lrom the Dyro
?mily in the 1970's 4o tho Bovdoin Fomily., Sevorn Tyro
g0ld the Mungera trasct of land, which wms 486 scres, o
John Bovﬁmiméﬂ At Johm Bowdelnts ﬁem%m 1775, he lofb
the Bungars Flantetion to hils son Jehnsé Jolm Bowdoln Jr.
died Intestate and gm ferry passed to hin doughter Frances
Bannister ﬁmﬁfﬁamﬁ Peter Bowdoin, brothey to John

owdoln Jr.; was puperintendent of the ferry from 1786

wnbil 17988, and ‘%cmm sole tonant or werd Lor hls nisce

rances In 1798.

45« Iblds, DDe BEGEZ0. 46s Abid., pe 175,
47 @hiﬁa@lﬁ?ﬁ?, '%a @:&.@yg 1,3 294,

é:au Northamoton County ¥ills and Inventories, o,
£8, 17781 Ve A0Ge 10 BPOOATE Lhab THE LOrdy donding
wa maa'hmi am thls 486 soven of land thot Bevern Yyre
s0ld to Johm Dowdoln, as the Hungars ferry wes referred 4o
fram this time on am being located on the Innd of the
Dowdoln heirs, devern Eyre wmg in business parinership
with John }5@‘?&?&5,1} as can be geen in John Dowdedn's will
in 1778, Vhether the ferry wag owned In parbnors *:3.3;2
botween these two is not Enown, however, i'@ appears thab
Severn hed sold his ferry rizhis o Joln Hovdoln prior Lo
his death in 1773.

49. Whitelaw, o 0it,, I, 294§ and Horbhampton
county Desds, Noe o&, "% Qwiiéf:};, ii;,. 18, '

50, Petistlon of Peber Howdoin Yo the CGenepal
Assembly ﬂf iz’iminim Pecomber 21, l’?ﬁ?ﬂ{&%iﬂnm’m
Petitions, State Library of Virginia),
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An Aot Tor ostablishing several new ferries posecd,

in the Colony o & fine of ten shillinge, for overcharging
any person the amount thet hod been establlsghed by bthe
&%g&slaﬁive Anbe of the Asgembly. The ferry keepor wag B0
forfeit the smount charged o the person he bzd offcaded,
plus the %&glshillimga end any court expenses which might
be incurred.

During the Hevolutionary War the Chesspeske Bay
Perry was in danger of being eapbured by the Britlsh Floote
It was an abpolute noecesaity o take every presaution in
making the trips soross the Bay. The nimed Torcesn of the
Virginia Colony stotioned on the Eastern Shore were authorized
to purchase or procure enough boate for the gganayarting of
troops across rivers end orecks on the 3harafﬁ A petition to
the General Assenbly by John F, Turner roveals thet his
gohooner the Susannn was capbured by the British in l???i
while tﬁmnayﬁxﬁing troons soross the Bay. Mr. Tﬁrn@ﬁ r@gﬁegﬁaﬁ
the Assembly ﬁa‘pagéhim for transporting the troops and the

loga of his V%&ﬁ@l§

58e Wm. Pa Falmer {od.), Calendar of Vireinia Stote
Eagarﬂ and Other Manuseripts, 1655-1701 (Hichmond: Re ¥a
walker, Superintendent of rublic Printing, 1875-1893), VIII, 110,

£3, Poetition of John F, Turner 4o the General Assembly
of Virginie, November 81, 1704. (Subsequently, all Legislative
Petitions olted will be found in Virglnia Stete Library.)
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The Genersl Asgenbly in 1778, posced enother fowey
sets which ropesled the Lot of 1748, This Aot sllowsd
the goundy courts to avthorize o fixed rote for the
ferries within the jurisdictlon of their countles, ir the
present rate was found insulficient to allow the Texry
keeper Lo provide for the proper boats and hends in order
+o melntalin lomedinte posgape of public exprescen and
othar travellers, The feyrry koepor on the Shore Hock
gulel advantsge of thls Act, a8 he regquested thelb the tourd
of Yorbhampbton allow hin to incerease his roies to "...08%
pounds for a aimg%a-mﬂaggqanﬁ four pounds and ten shillings
12 two or murﬁﬁﬁéd‘Tﬁ@ gourt granted the reguest.

Tha present generstlion hes learned Ly exporicncs
thet during s wor there is Inflation, end during the
Revolutionary wer inflstieon %@a eapecinlly orovalent in
the Esgtern Shore Feryy cysben. ?heif@rry proprietor i
granted permizeion by the Northoempbon County Cgﬁrt o
increese the rates egeln on December 15, 1778, © Thls
was the second tlme the ferry rates hod been Inorcsoed

within less than a yesr. The rates wers lneroased fzom

54, Hening, ops oib., IX, 546-847,
5%, Borthampton County Minute Boolr, 1779-1783, ps 148,

56. Ibid., Pe 218,
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six pounds for =« single poasenger to twenty pounde, and

if thore were nmorve thon one the inerense was from four

57

pounds snd ten ghillings to Fifteen pounda, From these
figures 1% in guite evident that the risk of making this
voyage across the Day during the war wos groot, and ITom
these rates establishod for & passege therewsre probably
vory few trips made.

William Wise and sundry inhebltants of the county
of Accomnck submitted a petition to the General Agsesbly
ovenber 4, 1788, for the establishling of a "Packel Doat®
t0 caryy pansengars {rom $he dowm of Cnencock o the towne
of York, @ﬂmgtcﬁ,gnﬁ Horfollz, aad aleo o the elly of

5a '
Richmond, fhis pstition rovesls the status of the
Hungers? Ferry in 1788, and mekes $he following oritlelsm:
The distance of the sd Terry IHungnrs Trom bhe
Counyy of scoumeck, the Incertainty of lindiug $he
ferry bout oz this gide the bay, the expsnce
necessarily incurred in case of & dlasppointmeny,
the 4ifficulvy of procuring horses or obhor mesns of
conveyance upon a return from the vwestorn Uhore,
Yyender the sd ferry so inconvenlent Lo She
Inhabitents of the County of Accomack, thet they
rayely make use of 1%, but rather, as they are
allowed by law, hire vesgels in their ows county
wherecver thelr occanplions regulre o transport

them acrossg the Bay: suoh vesssls whon hired, belng
caloulataed for other purposes, axe genernlly bulb

57. Ibid,

58, Petitlon of Willien wilse and Sundry Inhnbitants
of Accomack o the Ceperel Azsembly of Virglnis, NHovember
4, 1788, _
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$1ly acoomadeted Cole] for passengorst the inhabitents
of the Couniy of Accwwmelk shereforg suffer a real
incenvience [pilod in ihls respect,>d

Thig potition wiz signed by John Teaskle, Chas. Dagwelld,
George Corbin, John Durton, Jomn Cuztis ond 119 other

perzons of the ceunbys 4 nctlee of the petition wan

published in the Virglnis Canstie and Indepundent Qhraaimiﬁ
for three weeks prior te being subnmitted to the Agcembly. |
The House of Delepstes read the filze pebition and
it was referrsd to tﬁgicammittﬁe of Propositions nnd
Grievances for study. The Committee reported the
petition baok to the House with the following resolutions
Regolyed, thad in the opinion of this Comnltles
patltion of divers inhadbltants of the azld
gounty; across the bay, to the Towns of York,

Hampbon, and Norfolk and to the Clty of ﬂiﬁh%@ﬁ%,
be deferred $o the nexd session of Assembly.™

iwf

The doferment was agreed upon by the iHouse and there is
no mention of this petition in the next secsion of the
ApsenblYa

The populetion of Accomnck County in 1790 was

13,959, and Horthampton County hsd e populatlion of 85,8803

59. Ibid,

vt 1?160. .Affiﬁﬁvitng Auggﬁtim@ Eav%a %fhlishegjﬁflﬁhﬁ
rrinia Goapette snd Independent Chrenlole{iiclmond], 1765w

6l. Journal of the House of Delegates of Lhe
Cormonweslth of vir@iﬁin 1766-1790 Gessions (Hichmonds
THOnoe Lis WRALG, ITinter, 1528}, pe 24,

ﬁgg I‘hiﬁ., }33; Q‘%u
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making a total population of 3@,8@§% a8 compared with
747,610 for the State of Virpginia, e to the renotenens
of the inheblitents of the Peninpule from reguler Bdabe
Lines and Public Foub Offices there wne o necd for soms
sort of transportatlion to be ssbablished on $he Shoros

In 1790, the inhabltants of the Shore submitted s pabtition
t0 the state leginlature on behall of Joseph wilsey of
Horth Carolina, Jemes Rosekrang, of New Yorlk, and Zobort
Twliford of Acecommek County, For the esteblishmont of a
sbaze~line o yun from Horthampbon Courd House L0 Inow
1411, Harylend and mmwmnma%

The exelusive meiviicse for thls stage line wao
regueasted for seven yeavs, anfd the rate wns 40 b throo
pones per mile for ench papnenser. The ouceess of this
line would devend a gyeat denl on the efficliency of tha
ferry serosas the Bay do Horfolls thercfors, those
petitioners requented pormiscion %o keen n "Paokebt Doath
8t Cherrystone in Horthsmpion for transporting passcnoers
to Horlolks The price set for this new ferry ling wos
to be twelve shillinge for each passenger; the seme for a

horse, snd three shillings for e vlave. The pebition vwee

. 85« Cengus for 1790: Dopartment of Commerce und
%ﬁbar Bureau ol ‘the Censug, 1700 Vimdaln (weonibobons
” - ’ o . ) o o Maagp-m e
Govesmients Lrinting OL1ic0, 1900)s De Je

84, TFetition frow Inhabitents of the Fastoern Shore to
the General Assembly of Virginie on behel?f of Jomeph tileey,
Jemes Rosckrans, and Robert Twiford, Hovember 11, 1790.




signed by Ddwerd Her, Jobn hogers, ©lijah vatcon and
eighty=-seven other inhaditants of the 3h§f§o$5

& duplicate of the pebition was sulmitied to the 66
House of Delegates containing forty-nineg moro Qi&ﬂ.%ﬁfﬁﬂpl.
Theae two petltions wore referred ¢o the Comlttes of -
Propositions and Grdevancen for the proper considerantion,

Grace Bowdoln, the wife of John Bowdoln 8.,
submitted o petition to the Asgenmbly in opposibion %a the
potition from the inhabitants of the Shore om behslf of
Wilsey, Rosekrans, and Twiford., Uhe declared thait the
granting of such o forry frnchise to the proprietors of
the new stage~-line would ",..terminote in the entire
destruction of the present esteblished f@rryg“ﬁa The
ungoerst Perry derdved its support from the fow travellers
going north and south by way of the Isgtern dhore and the
gonsequence of suchk & new ferry ilnc would mensn that future
peogensors would use the new line in prefervouncs to %a@

ferry at Hungerse This yaﬁiﬁ%&a wap submitted to the

63, JIbid, The manuseripts zve not mumberaed.

66. Ibld. A ﬁﬁ?liﬁﬁ%ég not dnbtods

687, Journnl of sho House, ops clbe, 1790 Sessilon,
PPe 24,51, .

88+ Petition of CGrace DBowdoln to the Gensral
Aegexmbly of Virginia, Hovember 1¢, 1720,
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pame Comnittee to which the othors had been peferred for
atu&ysﬁg

On Deocenboer 1, 1790, the Committee presented ite
opiniong to the House of Delepates concerning the two
Zastern Shors petitions. They resclved 4hat the notition |
af the inhabitonte of the Zhore in the intersst of the
- gtage line and packet boot agross the Bay was reassonable,
and that Crace Bowdoin's pebition in opposition %gg%h@
establishing of this new packet boat be rejeoteds The
fouse resolved itsel? into a Coamittee of the whole House
Decanber 13, 1790, occneerning the BLll “..l.giving Joseph
Wilsey and others the exelusive privilege of Conveying
Persone in gisge carrisge, and for obther ?ﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁg”?& W
Beckinridgey & member of the Coxmittee of Propositions
and Grievencos, reported the Blll. After several amonde
ments hod boen mede to the Bill, it was reed pnd delivered
%0 the Clerks %abia, waers it wee reresd snd agrecd upon
by the zzmea.?

The Bill wms made & law on December 21, 178Q, and

Joseph Wilscy, Junes Rosekrane and Hobert Twillord got the

69, Journal of the House, o Qibe, 1780 Sesslon, pe G5
7{}0 I«b&-ﬁ;‘ i)g 1ﬁ%§ qlt xbiﬁ" Pﬂ lﬂgu
72, Ibids



exelusive franchize for the ptoge-line to run from
Horthempton Courtd House to the Merylond Line, The feryy
et Hungars weg o rotoin its exelusive risht of tronge
porting pegcengera scrogss the Bay to MNewfolk pnd othew
porte, provided:; the Lorry Leeper of the establishod
ferry would give bond in the sum of five hundrsed pounds
on or before the comlng July, and that the proprietor
would faithfully ezeecute nis duties In attending the
egtablished stege., If the ferry keeper at Hungers lalled
40 exeoute these dutles he would lose the forry monopolyy
and Wileey, Roselkrang, nnd Twiford wnmla?gﬁ parnitded bo
gatablich a ferry on Chorrystone Ureel, "

In the Act whiech esbablished the stage-line on the

Tirginia, to the Isstern Shore when the Hungarat Ferry
wes nod in Portenouth 4o transport them, Thoy vere
pernitted to chorge the same rate as the Shore forey
received for transporting passengers.

The ferry rates soross the Chusapeske were set ab

$3.55 for & man or horse passing singly end £2.50 for eseh,

T3 ﬁ@ningy 5}2& %’9 ﬁﬁ:, l%évlgﬁgﬁ
74, ZIbld., DP. 106-197,
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78
it there wore more than one, by o Leglulative 4det in 1798,
After the stege-line had been established in 1790, the
Gourt of NHorthampton folt that one forrydboat was ine
aufficient, and 3@Q$%r@ﬁ the proprictor at Hungars $o
mﬁimt&ia A @ﬂ&t&@' Peber Bowdoln, who was nsebing wmrd
for his nicce Pranses Bunnistor Rovdoin, submitted a
petition to the Cenersl Aszgerbly in Deaﬁm?éf 1787, Tor
an increase in the Mungarst Ferry ra#asa??
| The ﬁ@tiﬁiaﬁeﬁ-iﬁf@?m@d the Apsonbly of the
gonsiderable @x@aﬁéw inocurred in providing the nocensarpy
boats for the transporting of percons, horses, em&fiﬂ@ﬂa;
and obher commodiiiesn, The present vohes wers not
suffigi@nﬁ to provide for the maintenancs of the h@aﬁs,
and paying the wages of the eklliful navigatorss e
Sowdiolin requested thet the proprietress of the ferry bo
given the exelusive pight to run the f@pry?gymm the Shove
%o the ports of York, Hempton snd Norfolle,
The petition wog reselved by the House of Delegntes

znd en Act was possed Decenber 89, 1787, whlch sllowed

76, Semuel Shepherq {(eds), The Statubes ab Larp
Virginia from Uctaber Sepslon 1793,  £o Lecoubor Lcas
T1eOnond | DEmUel LneDHeTd, Printely; A16oD)g Lg 1004

76, Petition of Peter vowioin to the General Asgenbly
of Virginia, December 21, 1793,

77, FPetition of Petor Howdoin to the General Assenbly
of virginis, December 7, 1797,

78. Ibide
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for an increase of the ferry rates. The new rates established
werei for a man or horse passing siogly $8., for more thon
one, but lesz than five §3.50 each, for more than four
83, each, for every coach, chariot, or wmggon and the
driver the same ag Tor five horses, and for every two
wheeled chaise or chair the 'sama as for two horses. IKiss
Bowdoin wmg granted the monopoly of the ferry rights
agross the Bay, and & fine of twenty dollars was Lo be
imposed upon anyone who tmnmmrmﬁ pagzengers for a Iee
across the Chesapeake, This law did not prohibit the
inhabitants of Accomack County from conveying each other
in their own bmts;%' - |

- AS the stoage-line franchise from Horthampbon Gounty
Court House to the Meryland Line wes granted for a seven
years period, in 1798, the ownors of this ﬁﬁagav pobitioned
the Assembly of Virginia for the ‘aata‘s‘lismmﬁ of a.
permanent stage~line on the Shores This petition contained
four depositions end one hundred snd five sie;:mwmﬂ.m

Robvert Twiford of Accommok County and f!f oventon

79 Actn ?msa the General Agsondl s:h. tho
Commonwenlth of Virf ’“'K ‘I?mﬁ'ﬁmﬁ‘%‘ﬁ‘ I
ATEUSTINT IEvIE, 798); pe 36,

80s He Ja zaehenreﬁa. ®4 Calondzr of Legislative
Pﬁ%ﬁims azran e«dtby Gcantﬁs, Ascammo=iedford,® in the
Fifth Annual Report of the Librar ﬁam of t‘m Vive
TEete Library, 19071008, T T e (s‘%‘%a;%?m‘&:
Davis Bst,mm, Superint em of Fablia Printing 1603), pe 10.
Petltion number 4-3D.

el . 3
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Simking of Northampton, petitioned the fspembly on
December 14, 1798, for themselves snd the other proprictors
of the stoge-line running from Philadelphia to Hungsrst
ferry, to cstablish a pacliet haﬁglanraaa the Chosapeske
from the harbor of Cherrystone, Thomna Hendale granted
the proprietors of the stage-line on the Shore the
periseion to have their ferry landisg on his "™lown Flelds
Plantation,®” 1f they were granted the Lranchise by the
Assenblys. He declared that he would keep a Publle %gaae
and provide, Y...tntertainment for the Passengers.”

¥ith the transportation furnlshed by the stoge on
the Zastern Shore in 1798, & pansgenger was able to make
8 trip from Hungers to FPhilsdelphin-a dlstance of
aprroximately 820 mileos~in thyree days. 'The proprietors
of this line deazlred to accelerate the time in making this
trip to forty-eight hours, or three days including the
pasgsage across the Bay to Norfolk, The success of such a
plen dependad on the asaamm@ﬁatieaa received from the

8l. Petition of Coventon Simking snd Robvert Twiford
to the Genersl Assembly of Virginie, December 14, 1798, The
neme Sinkins is also spelled Sempiting end Siwmpkinz, but
Simkins appesrs correct and will be used in this thesis,

88, Affldnvit of Thomas Kendsle taken December 8, 1798,
The neme is also gpelled Kendell in the petition of Coventon
Simkins and Roboert Twiford, December 14, 1798, (Thls ond
subsequent affidavits, depositions, statoments, and letters
cen bs located in the Virginis State Library, with the
Leglalative Petitions for the countien of Accomack and
Korthampton,.)



ferry keeper ot Hungars, and they belleved that these
accommndantions were not beling provided for properly by
the Hungars? Ferry. The followling eomplaints were made
concorning the Bowloin Ferry: |

The Smallness of the Pacquets now kopt do not admit
Cabing sufficlently Commodious: thet the Perniture
within as to beding end other Partieulars have been
greatly Complained oft thet no Provisions or liguors
are laid in by the Propristors to be furnished to
Passengers at reasonable rete in case of s Tedious
Passage by adverse winds or foul weathert that the
Sald Pacyuets are Cuommanded and salled only by
flegro Slaves and thet the Fare, as lately raised, is
nore move [picl than a ressonable Cempensation for
the Services rendered., Upon some of theeoe heeds
Pertioularly ss to thoe Compmand by Negro Slaves
remonsirances have been made to the ymesaﬁasF?ayrietar
“of the said Ferry, but without Effet [nlgl®e

1P the assembly would grant Zimicins end Twiford a
frenchice to keep a packet scross the Chesapeske, they
proposed the following: :

“weebhot there Shall be kept three Packets, each of n
- burthen not less than thirty 8ix Tons, well built
for for [Bicl] Sailing and completely equipped, Lo be
comnanded by decent white men of competent e
~ responaibllity: that the Sanid FPecquets Shell huve
- darge and Commodlous Cnbins, Contalning each not less
- than ten Berthe furnished with good and decent Beds
~and coverning with Curteingi and that each Cabin
Bhell be devided into two roome for the scoommedatlions
of femnle ?&aaenﬁarsi that they be Supplied, alsu.
with Sufficent Quentities, from Time to Time of
good provisions and Liguors, to e, furnished to

Passengers as they ray require ¥ g ronzonable
Compen a@gan, ﬁaﬁyihag iagho»%nataaca there shall}

83, Patition of Coventon Simkins and Robert Twiford
to the General Assembly of Virginia, Decomber 14, 1798.



be demanded or taken, from any Passenger for his
Ferriage more then Two dnllers aaéugifby sonbs
waether there be ome only or :0re.

The petitioners presented the advantages of the
harbor of Cherrystone over the herbor at Hungars, as to
its loestion, depth of wmiter cnd the protectlion It would
provide for vessels during a storm. They deslred that the
General Assembly give eareful consideration to thelr
petition in esteblishing the new packet route asross the
Bay, ‘The petition was submitted to the Commlttee of
Pregcéitiﬁgg and Grievances after 4t h=d been read Lefore
the House,

Peter Bowdoln submitted a petition to the House
of Delegabtes on December 21, 1798, on behall of his word,
kles Bmwacisp in oppogivion $o the Coventon Simking and
Robert Twiford ye@iﬁien,aﬁ There were five affldavits
sulaitted at this time also, to substantlete the Bowdoin
petition, The affidavits of Thorogood West z2nd Henry
Harmanson were taken 2t the Northampton County Court Houne

December 7, 1788, in the prenence of Peter Bowdolin and

B4. XIbid,

85s Journal of the ﬁoaga af Delezntes -of $ho
Conponwenltd o1 ¥i§ﬁ$”ia, m&ﬁb on (He publicher

BhA N ORLe d?"bu lcation biven), P 24

- 8%, Petition of Peter Dowdoin to the Genersl
Aszsubly of Virginia, Degember 21, 1798,
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and Coventon Simkins and were witnessed by J. dotoon,
The deposition of Ispac Smith was made in the prasence of
Peter Bowlioin, Coventon Simkins, ané,ﬁahart Twitord at tae
Court Houce of Worbhampton on Deceuber B, 1?98@88 Henry
Crogts and ¥illliem Eyre's depositions were taken in the
preegence of Isaac Smith, a Justice of the Peacy, on the
10th snd 14%h of December 1798, reﬁgaetivﬁlyuag

It i inberssting to note in these depositions thst
four of the men deolared they were satisfled with ihe
progent ferry conditions and hed found ths sexyvices
rendered very satisfactory. Three of the men declared
that Hungarst! Harbor was supsrior to that at Cherrysione,
and the road to Hungars wasg mncn‘hatﬁer for the transporting
of passengers by the stage-line than that to ths Cherrye
stene Harbol. ,

The question of uging Hegroes ns Commander, or
pilotn, on these ferries wes defended by these dopositionss
The use of Negro deokhands sboard these ferrvies can be

noted a8 early as 1738, when @ traveller nmade &8 voysse

87, Afrridavit of Thoregocd West, December 7, 173583
and the Affidavit of HYenry Harmanson, Desenber vg 1798,
Taorogood is also spelled Thorgood and Thorowsood, but his
slgneture is written Thorogood,

68, Affidavit of Iscav Smlth, Decenbar 8, 1795,

88, Affldavit of Honry Grey, December 10, 17983 and
the AUfidavit of willlam Kyre, December 14, 1798,



aoross the Chesapeaks Bays On that trip,the itraveller
declared the Hegroes handled the Punten sasll bont which
transported the passengers to the sloop-with ﬁkilligg The
noemes of bhese Hegro glavers used sg Commanders of the
Borfoly ferry were: Jem Grey, Jem Buck, and Tony. Theoo
wmen were ovmed by Peter Baw&oin,gl

Feter Bowdoin hed used white nen ae pilobts for his
wards ferries at Tirety but they proved unestlclectory in
the majority of cesesy then he began 1o uge hiﬁ,ﬁagraﬁﬁ
for pllote aboard the ferries. The slaves proved "...most
sble and skilful Pilots for thuse parts of the Bay aad
River to which those Boatg are by law conflned,®™ and they
wore, ", . sexPETE w&texmﬁug"gg Thorogood vWest hod been
a Commander of the Fungars! Ferries for two years, and he
wag vell acqualnted with $he Negro hands used abosrd these
vossels, vest knew the slaves to b6, "...skillful Pliots,
and expert hands, and thinkﬁ‘them\in.thﬂaﬁ parbiculars
grently euperior to any white-men which can possibly be g@ﬁ.ﬁs

Igzaoe Omith sbated that he had oresged the Doy nany

80, COf. ante, ps 2l.
91, Affidavit of Ysmso Smith, December 8, 1708.

92. TPetlitlon of Peter Bowdoln to the General Assenbly
of Virginia, Deoember 21, 1798,

83, Affidavit of Thorogood West, Decembar 7, 1708,
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timeg while Jam Cray wag sklpper of the ferry, and with
the other slaves as comnenders alsoc, Sgéth had found them
to manage the ferries with great skill. William Byre
defended the effinlency of the sleves used abosrd the
forriec and stabed that he had been satisfled with the
Ty eeskillswnttontion end good conduct of the Coumwnders!
of the said Boats, who have, in genersl been, the blsck
men, who now Comaand aﬁiﬁ ?@rrybaaﬁs*“%ﬁ
| The Negro ﬁ&iﬁta wore accused of belng addicted to
gitrong drink by Simkins and fwiford, willism Eyre declared,
sTom Gray; is Tond of strong-drink,” bubt he hsd not seen
the slaves intoxlieated on bozrd the boats to the extent
of being insapable of performing their duty; end he feld
at ease while undey the pillotage of Jam ﬁray&ga Thorogoond
west remarked that he hand scen these Neogroes drunk on
ghore, but not abonrd the vessels, sc as o be incapsble
of performing thelr duty., wWest belleved they were no
more addicted to girong drink than were, "esemany other
Seafearing m&n."g?

To the accusation that thesge slnves had enborzeled

94s AfPidavit of Isanc Smith, Deocembex 8, 1798,
85, Affidavit of Williem Eyre, December 14, 1798,
86, Mﬁ |

97. Affidavit of Thoragood West, December 7, 1798
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sroperty while on board the ferrles, west declared, thers
v only one btime when such offense ocecuryed to his
kniowladge. Eamgﬁ;aa #,ssdravmont of a8 Cosk of Bum, some of
the eontents.” When West hed questioned Jem, he acknowledged
he "...had token five or sir quart Bottles-full end o case
Bmﬁtlﬁnfally“gg This was approxiostely two gallcns of the
Tam. Igase Swmith ﬁafénﬁ%ﬁ the honesty of Jun Gray by
&@alaring that he had intrusted Gray to take money on
thirty-six different times to morehants in Horfollk, Virginis,
in the tﬁi@% amount of 1567 pounds and 34 shillings without
any losss

Peter Bowdoin's petition of December 21, 1768, on
héhalf of nis ward Prences B Bowdoin, gives a strone
- defense for his forryy the use of his slaves as deokhands,
and gommanders, the expense of maintnining three ferry
boatn and the superiority of Hungers'® Harbor over that of
Cheryystone, This petition reveals that the average gréfiﬁ
per yeor of the Hungerst Ferry from 1786, until two boats

, : 101
were maintained as ferries, to be one hundred pounds.

- 98. Waether it wasg Jam Gray, or Jam Buck 45 uncortain,
but 1t appesys to be Jam Gray, as nost of the accusatioms are
agninst hime :

99y  AfTidavit of Thorogood West, December ?; 1798

100. Affidaevit of Isano Smith, December 8, 1798,

’ 101, Two ferries were maintained ofter 1790. Cf. onte,
}3‘&3% » ’ ’
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After the two ferries were asmm&aged the profits averaged
approximetely 195 pounds annually, Az the Bowdoin Yerry |
had been established for yesrs with a good record, Peter
Bowdoin requested that the Assembly continue to grant his
ward the monopoly of the ferry route to the ports of York,
Hampton and zzm*falk%% |

| The Bowdoin petition was suhmigtad @g sz cm‘itiseev
of Propositions and CGrisvances by the House, I, Tﬁz‘g&"g%l,
a Delegate of Horfolk, was a member of %hig&(}umittm, and
s defender of the Bowdoin Ferry franchise, The Cumilttee
reported that the petition of Coventon Simkins and Robert
Twliford should be rejected, and Fma:é Bowdoin’s peﬁiﬁ%gg
on behalf of his ward was oonsldered to be reasonnble.

On January 16, 1799, an Act to emend an Act was

i

, 102, The petition shows that a three was written
instead of a two in regards to the number of boats, but had
been oresed, This sould mesn that the third ferry hsd only
been used Tfor s ghort perled of time prior to this potition,

103, Petition of Peter Bowdoln to the General
Agssmbly of Virginia, December 21, 1798,

104, Journal of the House of Delesntas of the
Goumonwealth of Virginle, 1796-1799 Secsiony De S0s

108, Ibid., p. 58,

106. Poter Bowdoints letter to Joseph Preantls Jr,,
August 11, 1821, Bowdoin Papers (University of Virginia
Librery)s The 1eTier moxes TeTeronce to Hrs Tazwell who
helped Poter Bowdoin maintain the ferry franchise in 1798,

307, Journnl of the House, 17981790 Session, ps 48
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panzed by the Genernl Assenbly concerning the feryry on
the ﬁbﬂ:ﬁ*@%ﬁg‘fsi,g Act allowed Mlas Bowdoin to rohaln the
mnonopsly of the forry. The efforts of Twiford and Himkins
to break the Bowdoln monopoly were to no avail, The Act
provided for a fifty cent reduction in fare if there were
pors than ons m,ﬁ%mg&? making the tris scrosg the 3oy, and
the btond 4o be posbed sz a asgurity was redused fron five
hundred pounds, s had been established in 1790, to two
hundred dollars. Thin lsw x*em&laé all previcus laws
concerning the Chesnpesie Bay Perry 4o the Zastern Shore
ol %’ir%miaf%

- The type of boete used as fervies across the

Chesapenke were very di"i‘era&t frem the type of hoste
uged by the majority of ferry systeme within the Colony
~of Virginia during the iznimml Eras The farryboats used
in crossing the rivers or orecks were called "acevma"lm
The peows wers & large flat-botbosed type bont with broad
sguare onds, end drew very little water which permitbed

them to get nesr the shore or the bank of o river for

108, At:t% Pagsed ot a Ceneral Assembly of the
Commomwenlth BT JA3 ffw Tnln, L7og-1708 hession (Hionrond?
TerIwether Jones oug goun Di.mn, Printars, 2!3)'%3:.%)iﬁ Pe 18,

109, Ihiﬁ&

110, Arthuyr Plerce Middleton, Tobacgo Coast; A
Morditine History of Chesepeske Bay iy The Colonicl ara
{Newport NCWB, Vess The Larinerst E&bmmﬁ 1058 ¢




taking on carriages, horses and passengers, This type
of Eaat wag not able to withstand the dlstance across the
Bay, where squaells end rough seas were often encountored,
. Phe ferry vesselg used in orossing the Chesapeske were
rigeed as sloops, schooners or shallops. These salling
yvesgels vere more sesworthy end larger than the averape
forry used in the Colony. They were referred to aii
by asage-Boats, "Pecket Sloops," or "Packet~Boats.®

The Cheaapeake Bay ferxy had to provids for ihe
acconmodation of pussengers for a longer perled of tine
than the ordinary ferry, as it often took a complete day
or even longer to make the trip of epproximately twenty
mil@a%lgwhe negesgity for having provisions aboard and
the proper cabin was evident, as the time it would require
in msking the trip depended upon the conditions of the
weathor, There was a Packet Sloop in Virginla In 17869,
which was bﬁilt exnotly for the purpose of a ferry snd
¢clained to havilg..*tha largest and begt Cebin of any boat

in the Colony." The tonpage of the three sailing vossels

111, Ibid., p. 62; and the term "Packet~Bost" is
referred to i Che petition of Simkins and Twiford.

112. Palwex, op. git., IV, 378 Cilting extracts
from & journal kept by Bolling Stark, in deseribing a trip
across the Bay in 1787.

118, Niddleton, op. eite, De 62, Oibing V.Ge{FD)
Septenber 7, 1769, 1 T St ) G ’
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used as ferrice scross the Bay in 1798 wass 35 7/95 tons,
B4 45/98 tons, and 29 tons, The largest of these ferrics
had six berths and the other two had four borthe easoh ¢o
acoomodate thelr gaaaﬁngersilé

The eailling vessel used ez a Teryy acrozs the
Chosaposks in 1786, was ealled e “Chaloupe,™ end beling &
deep Araft vensel 4% wes unable to come near the shore to
load and unload its passengers or horses, A sualler type
of boat was used in transporting passengexrs or horses Yo
snd from the larger vessels Thig amall boat was‘callaa
2 "ﬁunﬁ,”llﬁ Ioang wWeld, who travelled In the Colony of
Tirginia in 17905, describes the crosasing of a forry fron 118
Hampton to Norfolk as; "ew«eo most irkcome pleoe of businesg."
wrhere is not ome ferry in six where the boats are good
and well meaned,” Veld declared, "and it is necessary to
employ great elroumspection inm order to guard againet
aeciﬁentﬂ;"ll?

In order to transport & horse across the Day, it

114, Yetition of Peoter Bowdoin to the General
Angembly of Virginia, December 21, 1798,

1154 ﬁﬂfﬁi}b@n; £ clte, Do 524

118, Isaac Weld Jr., Travels ggeuga the Stotes or
Horth smsrica and ﬁhﬁ Prﬁviﬁca F Upper and Lower Congta

During tﬂﬁ Ykar 1 [Seaond sdition, Londong
Tranted for John ’%aﬁﬁﬁaie Piaaa illy, l?%ﬁ}, 1, 1?09

117, Ibid,




wag neceseary to pud the animel on a amall flat type of
boat, whioh was ablé to meneuver neer the shore. This
small bost was thea brought clong side of the sloop or
schooner, and the anlzal vwas forced to Jump aboard the
1arger vessels Weld stated, that he hed ",.heend of
numbarless instances of horses belng drovmed, killed and
having @h@ir.laga broken, by getting in and out of boats,™
in this wﬁﬁﬁ&t%ia

The Bowdoin Ferry at Hungars waz not only used to
transport passengers, btut tobacoo and other needs of the
inhabltonts on the Shore., Preeson Bowloin, of Norfolk,
Virginin, irn o letter dnted June 18, 1785, reguested thag
his relativea én the Shore send him, *,,,a fow pounds of
good frosh Duttor weekly by the Paecket which we are told
iz to0 bve brought in Eﬁ?kﬁ%&iiiwllgﬁ% to the expeotation of
a slove revolt in 1702 on the Shore, Smith Snead, the
Horthanmpton County Eaglstrate,; requested that the governor
of the State send him a hundred pounds of gun powder end
four hundred yaunﬂ&laf leadégga be transported to the
Shore by the Hungers' Ferrye

118. Ibid,

119+ TPrecson Zowloin letter, June 18, 1785,{This am
subscguent Bowldloin lettors are part of the Bowdoin Papexra

ot the University of Virginia Library.)

1204 E.%lm&r, OPs Gf»ﬁog V; 5344



In spite of the efforts throughout the Elghteenth
gentury to establish new forries scross the Chosapeake Bay,
the ferry franchise remained in the hends of e few fomiliesn
for the complete Centuryg with the Lyre and the Bowdoin
Familics having this monopoly for fifty-five yearsgs The
ferry system was to remaln in the hends of the Dowlein
Famlly for almost a querter of a century longer, but the

nonopoly wme $6 be broken in the first quardter of the Hinge
teanth Century.



CHEAMTER TIX
PHE CHESAFEAEE BAY PFERIAES FROM 1800 TO 1828

Prances Bannigter Bowdoln was the owmer of the
Hungars? Ferry at the close of the Bighteenth Century.
Her Unole Poter Bowdoin had been her ward and the carge
taker of the ferry since 1788. On September 4, 1800,
kisg ﬁawﬁain;mada an sgreement with Johm Stratton te pell
her Hungors? Plantation for the sum of thirtye-three
hundred pounds. John Stratton sgreed to pay the sum in
the following msnmer: ¢thirteon hundred pounde on Jamuary 1,
16801, one thoupand pounds on Jenuery 1, 1802, and the
remainder on the first day of 1808, without interest. Thig
aproement was witnessed by Elizeboth Savogo, ﬁ%?ah‘aiggea,
%1llliam Byre, Thomas L. Savege, and Js iinder, |
Exsotly why Frances Bowdoin did not make her salo
of the Hungars? Plontation %o her Unele Peter, rather than
John Stratton, is unknown, Howover, on the 6th of Saptember
’Pﬂﬁarvﬁawaain mede an agreement with Stratton to purchase

1. In 2ll references pricr to 1200 the name of Jolm
Bowdoln Jr.'s dasghtor appears ss Frances Bannlster Dovdeln,
bubt in this ngreement and the deed made to Feter Bowdoin on
Septenber 8, 1800, the neme eppenrs as Fanny B. Bowdoin,
Fauny is probsably the diminutive of Frances, but for the
purpose of this thesis the name Frances will be usocd.

2, DNorthompton County Doeds, No. 24, 1800~1805, p. 18
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+he plontetion on the oame tYerms thnt Stratton had agroed
$0 obtain 4% from HMiss Bowdoine Thils agreenent vas herdldy
neconnary, for 4t was on the sane day thet fitratton yreleaned
Troanees Bowdoln from the sgreenment made betwoen them on
Septembar 4, 1800, This relesse permitted her to selld
$he plantadion to z?ezter.ﬁ

The purchase of the 480 acres of lend contalned in
the Tungers?! Plantation wms mnde by Petor Rowdoin for the
gum of thirty-three hundred pounds in ourvent ¥Tirginia
money, on the sene doy that Stratton had made the agreement
with Feter and also released Frances from the agreement of
salos With the purchape of this plantstion Peter Dowdoin
ovtained, T.g.the ferry thoreto belonging end sll woysn,
wmibers and appurteances [ﬁziﬂj to the sapme belonglng or In
any wise appertaining unmmufaz*emm"@ Isace Smith,
411iam Tyre, and John Stitt swore that this property
belonged to Prances Em*xmimﬁ

Peter Bowioin's correspondence with his nephew
Joseph Prontis Ir., a lawyer residing in wiliismeburg ond
lateyr in Suffoll, Virginin, has rovenled a groat deal of
information concerning the i’wry systém while Petvor wng
the proprictor, In a letter to Joseph from Hungars dated

T Ih?lgag Ps 19, & Ibiﬂo; DD 1920,
Be xiﬁiﬁa‘* De 20



February 17, 1803, Petor statesn?
 pear Joseph/

I dispatehed my Boat a day soomer than Mr. Bassett
agked, that a day might be mllowed you to gel the
trees, but a head wind...deteined hor a day in
mobilot Hay & thus I got diseprointed & no person Lo
blaim,. :

«»el onnnot now send to York, as this dreadfull

Snow Storm hes put two of my Boats on Mr. Whites

point up the Gulph, rather, but have suflfered no

injury except parting =1l thelr Cables, I think

I never knew it to blow so hard in all my life

for so long o time say two deys & nights & they

rode it out untlell the scoond eawvning, I shell &

be plagued to get them off at this cold se2a0lises

¥ors convenient service was provided by the Dowdoin

Feryy for passenzers wheg Peter began to maintalin o packed
¢n each zide of the Bays, This provented eny undue delay
in wmiting for & ferry as had been experisnced by many
passengers in the Tlghteenth Century. In eplte of this
fact, the distance {rom Hungars to the towns of York,
Hompton, end Norfolk, plus the weather conditions, made
it alnost impossidble to meintain a constent forry
schedules The uncertainty of the ferry service can be
seon in the following letter to Josephs

I recd your and ny sistors letter a few deys since
the 13th and have had no opp to say when the bost

will go the day appointed she shall be sent if st
home otherwlse as soon as she does come and shall

6s FPoter Bowloln to Joseph Prentis Jr., February 17, 1803,

7« Yotlition of Peter Bowdoin to the General Assembly
of Virginia, Deocember 21, 1813,
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order up a letter to give notice kag& it wlll be
on Saturday she will goy or Sundays.

The nunber of passengers travelling to the port of
York was less thsn thogoe bauad for HorfTolk, making 1t
haydly worth while for the ferry to stop at York on each
+rip to and fron Horfolk, The Bowdoin Ferry appears to
have mnde one 4rip & week $o York ms its regler schedulo,
wWhen anyone desired passapge 4o the Shore fram‘?erk at any
time other than the regular weekly trip, the custom wms
to inform gome of Peter Dowdoin's relatives living in
¥illismsburg, who would write to Peter reguesting the
packets to stop for the paaaengﬁra? Often the weekly
schedule was not even maintained as ean be seen from &
letier dated May B5, 1807
Judge Tyler wrote me on the Sixteenth recd the
2lat he had been walting st York from the 18%h and
supposed some accldent hod prevented the Boats going
155 o standing rate not to mend over wnless orderedesee
3 ve
Once the ferry had beon requested to stop at York, 1t was
cunitomary to pay the ferry keeper five dollars, whether

the passnge was made acrosg the Bay or not. IMr. Bowdoein

Bs Peter Bowdoln to Joseph Frentis Jr,, Moy 19, 1803,

8. Peleor Bowdoln to Joseph Frentis Esqr.; ay 25, 1807.
Yetor wes to be Informed by his Sister or Hicoe.

10. Inid,
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believed 4t was not worth sending the pecket from Hungaras
to York for sny sum less than ten dollars, and for even
this sum he probably would not make oxtras stops at York
for paﬁ&engﬁ?ﬁ%l

The General Assembly of Virglinie passed an Act on
January 82, 1802, which pleced o fine of two dollars egalngt
any ferry keeper who demanded a ferry rate hlgher than
the rates established by the Aasembly%a’rhis penaldy wms
inereased to five dollers in an Act passed Jamuary 2, 1808.

The county courts of Virginis were glven the power
to esteblish ferries and to regulste the rates of forriags
within tholy respective countles by an Act of the General
Asasemtily passed Jenuexry 17, 1807. This Aot explalined in
dotall the proper procedure in petitioning the gounty
courts in order %o be granted permlssion to keep & ferry.
Any person who owned land on both sides of e river where
& roud was locsted, or where e roed wss to be ostablished,
could petition the court for the keeping of a ferry scross
the river. The ocourt would then order the sheriff to
impanel a Jury of twelve "disinterested free holders,®

11, Peter Bowdoin to Joseph Frentis JIr., September
20, 1£03,

A12e f%;.@phnzxﬂ, P_R. 01?&&, x:{’ 379
13, Ivild., ITI, 158,
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whone duty wns to determine whether such a ferry establishe
ment would be a convenlence to the publice The jJury's
opinion was delilivered to the sheriff who informed the
gourd of the decisions The court would then declde upon
the petition, and if approved would establish certaln rates
for the new ferry. The establlished rates were to be the
game Tor e men, horse, or a heed of neat cattle, For
every wheel of a carrisge the rate was to be the same as
for a horge, and for every hog, sheap, or goat, one Tifth
the rate gsot for & hars@ié

The applicant was reqguired to edvertise his Intention
nf establishing 2 ferry by posting a nobiee at the courd
house door on two court days, This pame prosedure was o
be followed 1f the applicent 414 not own the lend on both
sides of the watercourse where he desired to have his ferry,
¥hen a river or wateraourse sepsrated two eountleas, then
the approval of the other county court must be ocbiained
before a ferry franchise coculd be granted, or the rstes
changed for presage aorogs any such ferry. If any porson
felt himeelf agerieved by the declsion rendersd in a eounty
court he wes permitted to nppeal the deciaion to the Distriet

14, rots Pessed at 8 Cencrel Assembly of the
Cormmonwealth of Virpinia, 1B0G-L1G07 session (Hicrmmondt
Trinted by cemie aasant Jre, n.d.), p. 14,
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16
Court.

The penalty for fallure %o transport passengers within
g reesonable time was two dollars, half of this fine wns to
£0 4o the informer snd the other halfl to the poor of the
precinet where the offenne was committeds The forry keeper
wag nod reguired to transport passengers when any dsnger
nizht have been incurred by ice or rovgh weather. All the
gounty magletrotes were requlired 4o be sumoned ig& a
najority present in order to act under this law. On the
bases of this Act, an attenmpt was to be made in establichimp
n ferry from the Eestern Shore,

The Dowdoin Ferry was used to transport freight ovey
the Bay, a8 well as passengers, Therse wore no aaﬁ rates far
transporting freight ss the General Assombly of Virginia
had pasaed conceraing carrisges, horses, or pﬁﬁﬁeﬁg@rﬁﬁ
hence My, Bowdoln wag able to gset his own rates and %o'
obtain a eﬁnaiﬁggable profit in this comseraial enterprise
with his ferry, The vast variety of producte transported
to and from the Shore is shown In a letter to Joseph Frentls
Esqrs dnted March 7, 18071 |

15 :ﬁbiﬁa. PPe 1‘&*15. 1é, Ibid;; Pe 15,

17. Fetition of Northempton County Citizens on
behall’ of John K. Floyd, Jacodb G, Parker, and Severn E.
Parker, December 5, 1623
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¥y Bont will go up to the Cepitol Isnding for the
purpese of bringing s number of trees from Belletts
for myzelf snd friends end I will take e fow hundred
buss of oats to sell aa I suppose they will commend
g price there which will serve to pay for the troem.

& # % ¥ ¥ % &£ & F # ¥ A 8 B F & ¥ & K 3 & & &k & & ¥

Drs Lyon reguested me to write you and ask the
Tavor of you to aelect such trees ag you would
recompmend for him sending four of each kind to the
amounts ««0f twenty DollBaeses |

: Fhet I wanted and J and Wm Eyre I have enclosed
a nemo of'e You will not forget the ealicanthos and
wost DBay you weres g0 good %0 promise me and losh
bega 1f you have asny flower Hoobs or seed to spare
- to send her soze, If you oan spare some Hesburhium
seed & Asparizus sle roots will be muoh indedoted

pla O YoUsees -

You will plesse accept the bhalf of a nubton and
igﬁz gggﬁgsmgiig‘%mmr bag been so bed or would

The pmmaég& aeross the Bay was often slow and
sedious, depending on the weather oonditions. In a letter
dnted Yay 85, 1207, Feter Bowdoin staten, ",..wn shall set -
put in the morning for York if the wind end westher is |
favorable to meke 8 good paséage,“lgut the trip wasa't
completed until the fbllawing days When the pachet arrived
at Yorktowm, Kr. Bowdoin wrote the following letier to his
brotherein-law:

18, Peter Bowdoin to Joseph Frentis Eﬁisq:ra, Hereh
?, 1&9’?0

1807 1%+ Peter Bowdoin to Joseph Frentis Lsqr,, May 25,
07 ‘
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amooth bt Sediony passace mill you be 5o Good ab 5o
Do on T ho Rost oF his, 88 Algo a cart For ihelr
bﬁﬁgﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ iy s$ﬁuati?n iagguah I am obliged to
~yebturn home this morningesss
Other trips aoross the Bay were made in mueh less tine,
T T, Bowdoin went to Yorktown on July 28, 1812, for Peter?s
sisteré Sugan, and made th@ return trip t0 Hungars in seven
hours, : Thore could be no assurance given as to the
1engt§ of time necessary in making this trip scrosa the
Bay. ir. Bowloin, himself, disliked the voyage for he
declares, "1 am 0ld & dislike crossing the bay so eftengﬂy
Somotines conplaints were made by the peesensers of
the Dowdoin FPerry, but these comploints were nol considered
geriounly by the proprietor; for there was no other
alternative in getting over the Bay except by this ferry.
ire Feuleony, who wag #waﬁain@ the Bay with a group of
psssengers on July 231, 1811, made a complaint to Lr. Thomas
Savage concerning the packet boat 014 Jims, Mr. Savege

informed the ferry proprietor of the complaint who gent

1807 20, Peter Bomdoln to Joseph Frentis Baqr., May 26,
AL &

1618 £l, Peter Bowdoin t0 Joseph Frentis Jr., July 23,
. .

22, Peter Bowdoin to Josoph Prentis Jr., aévambsr 22

1&18; and in a letter to Joseph Preutis Jr., December 18, 1@13,

Foter sayas: "Ho consideration can induce or tempt me to
orous the bOYsesa"
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&3 |

Jim +to inform ¥r. Fauleon that, "...the Boat 014 Jims
esols the best Sailor and best accommodation tho don't look
8o large, nor is she. a..The other Hoat is &t Norfolk end
must olean when she r@ﬁurnﬁ.”gé

The aAct of Janmuary 1807, which granied the county
gourts the power to ostabllish ferries and regulate rates,
wag amended Janusry 4, 1808 The sectlon of the 1807 Act
whioh hed based the rates for all types of carriages
according to the number of wheels, wng repealed, The
county courts were glven the power to regulate the rates
for all types of vehlcles; provided a mejority of the
maglistrates of the county were present when sueh change
of forrizge was mgga, This Act beoame offective on or
aftey HMay 1, 1809, Another amendment was paased to tho
1807 sct on January 14, 1813, A majority of the county
maglotrates were not reguired to be present in order for

the county court to establish a new feryy, or change the

23, Jim won probably one of Peterts slavee. Hr.
Bowdoin ovned eighteen aleves in 181), as shown in the
florthampton County Personal Property Tax Lint for 1811,

1811 24. FPeoter Bowdoin to Joseph Prentis Jr., July 21,
: ]

28, Acts Posged ot & Cenersl Agsembly of tho
Comuonwenlth of Virzinla, 1608-1609 Session Eﬁimﬁmﬁnﬁ:
TTIntod by Semuel Dleasant Jre; Nedal), Do 4
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ferry rates, However, all of the meglstrates were to be
purmmoned by the county sheriff, befareagh& gourt could act
on any application concerning ferries.

A8 the Logislative Act of 1807 had granted the
county courts the power to establish new ferries, Thouas
Re Jognes, ienry Pafkarfa sttorney, made application %o
the coupty sourt of Aceomack for the establishment of n
ferry on behnlf of Yr. Parkers This applieation wms
presented to the quarterly session of the acurt held on
Septenber 5, 1812, The ferry was to run from Henry FParkerts
land on Pungoteague Creek, in Accomack County to York, Hampton,
and the Borough of Norfolk. It was proved to the courd
that Mr. Parker hod sdvertised his intentlon es required by
lowe Petver Bowdoin on m motion of hiz two attorneys, Major
S, Pitts ond Severn ¥, Parker, wag declared a defendant to
this applleations The court ordered that the sherlfif,
*inpannel [alc]) & Jury of twelve disinterested frescholders
wno shall view the place proposed for the keeping suoh
Terry ag% make return of the inquisition so taken %o the
court.”

The jury rendered a favornble opinion concerning the

28, Actn Pasged a2t a Cenernl Assenbly af tha
Commonweslth nf"?irfin.m, 1B1Z-1615 sesnion (Richmonds
Trinted by Samue ensant, 1813), p. 23,

27, Accomnck County Crders, 1812-1814, ppe 155«134,
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establishment of a forry from Henry Porkerts land, and the
sh@rigg presented the opinion to the court on December 2,
1812, The courb, upon receipt of the opinmion, ordered
that the sheriff summon all the Justlces of Accomeck
céunty to agyear‘at court on Februsry 2, 1813, in order
to act uyaﬁ the Parker a?pliﬁaﬁiﬁﬁ.zg&t a seapion of the
county court held Februsry 23, 1613 the sheriff reported
that o summons hed been presented to all of the Justloes
of the county as ordereds In spite of thls faet, tharo
was not a majority of the Justices present in order to
ocect on the $3tabiianm@nﬁ of a new ferry moross the Bay,.
Agaln, the sounty court ordered the sheriff to summon.
all the Justices in Accomzok County to appear at the noxt
gourt session on March 8, 1813, for the purpose of acting
- on the ferry ap&liaaﬁi&agsg

| Ab the quarterly session of Ascomack County Court,
held ¥arch 50, 1813, a majority of the Justices were
vprﬁﬁanz ond the ferry application vos noted upone Afggmsﬁt@
against the ostablishment of & new forry were presented by
Peter Bowdoin's attorneyse After the oourt had heard all
the argumaﬁta Tor end against the new ferry, it was decided

ﬁgﬁ Ibiﬁ *§ pﬁt 159‘181*
ggc Ibiﬁ LE ] p?q 181~1f32¢
30, Ibide, PPs 208-209,
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thet public oconvenience would be promoted in the establishe
ment of & new ferry from Parker's land 4n Accoomack County
to Norfolk, Hampbon, and York. The new ferry keoper was
to anbide by the following regulations:

There shall be conatantly kept two boats of st
lenst twenty five tons burthen, the Captnin of each
of which and at least one hand of esch phall be
white persons, ‘The rartes of ferriage shall bo as
follows: 7For a Horse or men passing Singly Tive
dollara, for s men or horse if there be more than
one lesaz than five three dollars £ifty cents, for a
man or horse if there be more than four three dollars,
for overy coach charliot or waggon fourteen dollars,
for a?erg two wheeled carrisge or chaise seven
dollars. 1

The seurt of Accomack ordered that the courts in

the counties of York, Ellzabeth City, and Horfolk be
notificd of this declsion, with & copy of the rates end
rogulations sent to each county ﬂaurgain order that these
courts could ast on the application,

, The decision of the court establishing o new forry
wag not scceptable to Peter Bowdoin and he reguested an
appeal to the Superior Court of law of Acoomack Couniye
- The appeal was granted by the court and Fajor S. Pitts
and Severn E. Parker, Fatar-samﬁainiggat%arneys, gove an

appeal bond for two hundred dollars,

51, Ibide, Dps 222-228,
:SQQ Ibiﬂl’ ?ﬁlwt
33, Ibla.
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The appeal caso ceme before the Superior Court, or
District Court, on May 6, 1815, and the Honornble Thomas
Xvens was the Judges The attornsys for both Henry Parkar
and Peter Bowdoln presented thelr cese before the Judge,
and with sareful inspection of the records the ocourt
decided that the county eourt 4id not have the power to
esteblish a ferry awéw ‘t;'}fze Chesapeake Bay. The Duperior
Court considered the deocision of the county court %o be
eprronecous in grenting Hemry Parker a ferry franchise and ”
declared the decision should be, ".serevised and annulled,”
All expenees ineurred by Mre Bowdein in defense of his
ferry monopoly were to bé recovered from Henry Parker in
the county caxzrﬁ.ﬁs ‘

Even *t;haugh Henry FPorker hed falled 4o obétaln n
ferry franchise through the county court, he was stiil
detoermined to Ex'm&: the forry monopoly whiech had been .
held by the Bowdloin Family for more than forty years. He
deelded to petition the General Assembly of Virginis,
requesting an Act to !:sé pacsed granting him the privilege
to maintain a ferrys The odde were against i;ha Ifm'}.mx#
petition, for this method hsd been used unsucosssfully

_ . 54, Acconack County Order Book, Distrioct Court,
1805-1816, Py BZ0s

B0s JIbids, ppe 319-521, et w.
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36
pines 1764,
A notice of Henry Psrkerts intentions was publighed
in the Norfolk Cazebie and Publlck Ledper beglnning ¥ay 28,
1813, end appearing in evggy issue of the paper, except four,
until Soptember 25, 1613: The notlce read as follows:

A Petitlon will be presented 4o the General
susembly praying that s law may pase to establish
Ferries Trom the lands of Henry IParker, in Accomack
County, %o the towmns of Norfolk, York and Hempton,o8

Tha petition submitted tagthe General Assexmbly by

Bre Fark@r on December 21, 1813, plsced sn emphasis on
the extensive forelgn trade carried on Tfrom the Eastern
Shors of Virginia to all parts of the world, meking it an
abzolute necessity to keep in contast with Norfoli, the
chief seaport of the State, for commercial purposes. A&
regularly established ferry from the county of Accomnok wmn
needed In order 4o tronsact busineas of a public nature in
Riovhmond, and to attend sults in tho Superior Court of

B38. CFf. gntes,; Do 24

”’a @ha four Lfasues of the lorfolk Gagzette snd
gliek in which the notice dId nos Gooeay Wore?d
ig%gguat 11, 1813, August 18, 1813 and
»

38. Notloe in the HNorfolk G&zatta and Publiek Ledger,
Mﬂy 38, 1813,

859. Journal of the House of Delesntos of the
Commonwoalbl of virtpinia, 10L3-1404 Sesoion [(Richhonds
Yrinted by bamuel Ploasan ts, n. ﬁ‘), Ps 704

Maytmmber 1,
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Chanesry for the Willisnmsburg nistriettgﬁ

. Parker informed the Genernl Assembly that there
vas no estoblished ferry for the aﬁunﬁy of Accomack, and
the recidents of this county had to hire s private vessel
at 8 conniderable expense in making the trip across the
Bay; or elsey travel o the Hungars' Ferry. The dlstance
40 the Hungars? Ferry from the nearest polint in Accomnck
County was aepproximetely twenty miles, and from the nost
renote point in the aounty the inhabitants would be roquired
to travel slmost meventy miles, Ths establishrent of e
forry in the county would enable the inhadbitants of
sccopack 4o eross the Pay in the time it would éﬁﬁinarily
take to make the ¢rip to the ﬁungars*_?@rxy. There were
approzimately 1290 signatures to the petition which
requested the Assembly to slleviate this inconvenience by
gatablishing s new ferry from Pungotespgue Greek.%1

In the poetition Mr. Parker made note of nis attempt
to obtaln a ferry frenchise from the county court; but
states that the Superior Court of Law of Acooumack,

+esTevized the decision of the eounty court, on the
ground that the Act of Jenuaery 17th 1807 414 not give

40, Petition of Henry Parker to the General Apsenbly
of Virginia, December 21, 1813, The msjority of these
petitiong are not deted and the Assembly had dsted them
according to the time subnitted to the House,

41, Ib‘ig M
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the county eourts authgﬁity to establish Ferries over
the Doy of Chesaponle.

Therefore, the General Assembly waai% have to pasg an Act
in order %o estoblish such a ferry.

feter Dowdoin subnmitted a petition to the General
Assombly on the pane day ¥ye Parker's petitlon was presented,
Degexber 21, 1@13,&%?h$ Bowdoin petition wms in opposition
to the granting of o ferry fraaeniﬁé to Henry Parker. Both
of these potitions were reforred to the Committeo of
Propogitions end Grievances, to be rapmr%@ﬁ‘béa& to the
Houne aftey eazgful gtudy and with the recommendstions of
the Commitiee,

The vehement argunents of the Dowdoin patition
rolute that the Hungars® Ferry had always pendered a
beneficlal service to the inhabitants of the Shore. The
initial cost of the ferry had been high, ¥Wr. Bowdoin statesn,
and in providing a apeedy paseage across the Bay the
gperating expensen had lneressed, Peter thinks the benefits
and convenionoces galned by the establishment of a feryy
Trom Pungotesgue Creck for the inhabitants of Accomack

would not be very great, as it was necevssry to pass by

42, Ibid. 43, Ibids

44, Journal of the Houzme of Delepntep of the
Commonwealbh Of Vitginis, lolo-1614 Sesocion, Ps 70e

45, Ibid,
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Horthampton County, whethor the trip wes made by weter or
land, in golng to Horfolk, The majority of all business
tronsactions between the Eastern Shore and other places
across the Bay wms in Norfolk, end the thirty miles
difference batween the Pungotesgue Harbor and Hungars
could b2 trovelled by land in five hours on & geod road
during all the seasons of the yesy. Henece, the advantages
golned in going thls ﬂigt&aﬁ& by bont was not egual to
that in going by land,

The distance across the Bay would be increased for
the ferry xunning from Pungoteagues This inorease in
distance would make the passage over the Bay more difficult
and 2ls0o mean an added expense in maintalning the férry;
Poter Dovdoin rominded the Assembly that the Inhablitants
of Accomack had glways been sllowed by law 4o hire private
tronsportetion across the Bay if they d4id not desire %o
use the Hungars?! Ferry. ?his privilege was prohibited %o
the people of Worthanmpton County, The recelpts of the
ferry in the past twelve yesrs had convinced Mre. Bowdoin
thet btwo ferries could not be estedblished on @ profitable

47
bagdis znd one or thoe other would be foreed out of business,

46, Petition of Peter Bowloin to the Genmeral
Assenbly of Virginia, December 21, 1813,

47. Ibid.
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To substantiste the statement thut the profita
recelved from the Terry would not support two ferries, an
asgeount of the yearly profits of the Hungars? Forry wans
submitted with the Bowdoin petition ¢o the Assemblys The
statement showed the profits of the ferry from 1801 through
Deconber 51, 1818, and was certified to be correct by Jomm
Eyre, a Justlce af@gﬁ@ Peace in Horthampton County, on
Novenbver 19, 1813, The aggount shows the follewingt

1801 Am@un@ of neﬁ prﬂfita thia years £ 1086.17

1802 v e o Cn 959,80
1803 " “ “ " " il 3508.12
1804 w o on 0 " w ol 11435.68
1806 o L 5 " hid 1081.74
1308 " o " i w 1224414
l%v L] “w H " 4 o4 1ims ‘ 94
16808 w n 8 bl " " 643,59
1809 w "o " n u 58015
180 * mowm w  m ow 921,84}
1g8il " "o " w " 12996805
igl2 w " = " n " 1993;30

Total = §11,948,32
The Parker snd Bowdoln petitions were rﬁyggteé to
the House by the Committee on December 31, 1813. Np,
Parkerts petition was declared ¢o be reasonable, t the
Bowdodn petition was to be rejected. Both resclutions from

48, An Account of the Yearly Profits of the Hungars?
Ferry from 1801 through 1812, November 19, 18135,

49. Ibld,

0. Jonrnal of the Houge of ﬂ@lﬂgﬁtkg of tho
Commonvienlth of Virgiﬂia, 1815~1¢14 Consion, Pe 99a
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the Committee were to be lald ou the ¢table, Mr, dlse, a
member of the House, made m motlion on January 21; 1614, that
the Comuittee's resolution concerning the Parker petition
be brought before the House sgain, HMr. Wingfleld; anothey
member of the House, made a motion that the words %is
reasonable be oblibterated and the words ¥be rejected®
inserted in the resolution concerning the Parker patition,
Thia'qaﬁs%ian wvas put to 2 vote and the House Aeclded in
the negatives The Houne voted, at thiz tiwme, in the
affirmative to have the resolution reported as a bill,
The Bi1l wos reported on January 24, 1814 before the House,
ana by'%%nﬁﬁry'ﬁl, 1814 had passed both the Housme and the

51

Senate.
The Aet of 1814 provided:

That it shall and may be lawful for Henry FPerker,
his heirs assigns, and he is hereby euthorized and
empowered, to establish and constantly keep o Publie
ferry from his land on Pungobesgue Crgek in the
County of Accomaclk, across the Bay of Chepapeake %0
the Towng of Homptou, Norfolk, and Yorkj and he may
denand and receive the sane rate of ferrinse for
pansing the same as 48 allowed and precoribed by
law at Bowdoint's ggrry aorose the said Bay to the
plages eforesald, '

514 Ibid,; pe 139,

82, Ibid., pp. 141,147,151; and the Acts Passed at
8 Genernl Assenbly of the Commomwealth of Virginis, 1613
T8IT Tecelon, De 95s

53, Acte of the Ceneral Ascembly, Ibid,.
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Mr. Parker was required to koep two boats of twenty
£ive tons burden or more, and the Copbain and one deok-
hand of eseh were o be white persons. A penalty of twenty
dollars would be charged the proprietor of the feorry for
overeharging nay possencgers The sus was to be recevered
bofore o Jusbice of the Peaccs The privilepe of the Derry
fronchise would be denled the ferry keeper A he failed %o
maintain the boats properly, or to furnish constent
trensportations The Aot beeonme effectlve afber Febtruary 1,
1&1&:§&

When the United States declared wor against Cront
Britein in June, 1812, the Chesupeake Bay Ferry was sgein
placed in & constant fear of beinz captured by the British
Fleet, which maneuvered in the Bay. Petor Bowdoinfts lotter
of Februery l4, 1813, refers to his boats golng to Horfolk
on Februery 7th snd being retained there unbil tho 13ty
becauose of the danger of boing eaptured by the Britishe °
Throughout the war attacks were made by the Dritish against
vengels in the Chesapealke Bay, Peter relates $o his
ﬁaphﬁ%*sueh,an'aﬁtack in the following lethenr:

+ss0n0 of their Tenders [British] on Mondsy last
captured s vessel in sight of Hungars & party of

B4, Ibld.

1613 G5s Peter Dowdoln to Joseph Frentis Jr., February 14,
*
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ladys vho dined with your aunt saw the engegment [sig]
which lasted one hour and twenty mts elght mlles off
the B{Briﬁian prevailed and carried her prize down.

I am f&aggu}. of moaing my Boats and all 1s alam
& i’lﬁ“ﬂoipa

its Cole John Cropper, of the Beoond Regiment on
tho Zastern Shore, addressed a letter to the Governor of
Virginia on March 20, 1813 stating that the Shore was in
need of more troops to defend it from the British Fleot,
fhips were @Wimg the harbors and plunﬁﬁring tgg property
~of the inhabitonts, taking snything they desired, On
Horeh 9, 1813, a British ténder and gome barges had entered
Cherrystone Harbor. Tacy "...t00k a parge of flour out of
one Schooner and set fire to anctheri but as zoon as the
militia ﬁﬁllecstﬁa, the amzzsy fled, ta&im;' with them, howe
aver, tm miloh eows from Mrs Savago.”

As the danger of aag&tmx& inoreased, the mwaem
Ferrlez stopped rumning on April 4, 1813, and tlw f’erx'y
service from Hungars to the{ tmggawass the Bay was
- dizoontinued until March 1, 1815,

In 1814 the number of British vessels located in

57+ Palmer, 8D« olt., X, 208,
58, JIbide

59 Statement of the Hungars' Fe Acgounts for
1802 to 1821i;¥wemmz‘ 20, 182 ?& Filed v«d. h Horbhampbon

- County legislative Petitim, ?irgginm State Lihmrmfi
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the Chesapeske had increased, A Horfolk newspaper in
April, 1814, stated the enemy forces in the Bay consisted
of ".asthree ships of sgvengg four gung, seven fri@atea,»
one brig, snd two %@néaraﬁﬂ‘\é lotter from the Eagtern
Shore of Virginia dated May 31, 1814, printed in the
Hexrfolk Coazette and Publiick Ledser gives the following
doseription of a British attack on Pungoteague Creslcs

On Sundey morning, about sun-rise eleven men,
effected a lunding on Pungobeapue Ureelk, near the
houge of Mr, Smith, where stationad a guard of fifby
or aixty men, who fought bravely for helf an houyp
and r@treateﬁ with the loss of one plece of
artillery. The eneny took posseasion of Smith's
house, and plundered him of everything - et 1 o
clook, about 1000 militia end volunteers assenbled;
attaoked the enemy st Smithts house who mode thelr 61
gpeape and got on boord thelir barge in o few BINULEScess

It wae during this perlod that Jemes, Peter Bowdolin's
Son, attempted to cross the Bay in one of the packebs.
James Bowdoin had recently gradusted in medicine and ho
Wl %rwﬁn%ato got across the Bay In order te steyt a
business, Thisz attenpt failed with a loss of the Bowdoin
packed to the British, Peter dessribed the attack on hin
forryboat to his nephew Joseph in s letter dated June 1,184,

60, News in the Norfoll Gazebtte and Publick Ledger
April 16, 1814, SRS Publick Ledger,

61, Ibid., June 4, 1814,
62, Wwhitelaw, ODa g}:}_’g. Ig 297
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The letter reads ss follows!
Dear Joseph/

I enclose gou a letter writton to go by James, but
poore fellow he got into the Bay e few niles & vwas
chaised by a By [British] Tender & efter he got
within the harbouy, the hands were so sdared they
run the Boat sground, too far to be protected from
the shore & after saving his cloathes, boy & 2 horses
& books left the boat not untll the barg was within
60 ynrds of them the Tender sonstantly playing an

18 pounder on them with Grapes &¢ & the muskets ns
soon as bthey got nenr enough, the Tender lay within
a Quarter of a mile, Poor James lost all his medicein,
Shop furniture, Chailr harnis, wheels &e to the amount
of 3003 at least and now to ride round the Bay will
make it too late in tho Sesson, he thinka of golng
round & settling in Gloster or MHathewssses _

¥y loss in the Boat is for 9008 its the rirst time
I hovo risked her since the wor and nothing could
heve induced me to risk now but to have ggotggn Jomes
ovey & gaved hinm 1003 riding round the Bay.b2 '
By the surmey of 1514 the British had established
a fort on Tangler Iasland, in the Chesapeske Bay, and weye
cmaﬁ.ﬁnﬁgly making attacks againet the inhebitents on the
Shore. ILbts Col. Thomas M. Bayley, of the Besond Regiment
on the Shore, requested thet militia supplies be sent by
wey of Annapolis to Cambridge in Dorchester ggamy, ¥aryland,
and then brought to Acecommck end Horthampton. In May, 1814,

65« Poter Bowloin to Joseph Prentis JTr.

84« Charles Bagwell letter to Governoy of Virginia,
June 9, 1814, cited in Palwer, op. cit., X, 357, : |

- 856, 1t Col. Thomas M. Bayley letter to Governor of
Virginie, June 11, 1814, cited in Palmer, op. oit., X, 359,
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he had 21l smell boats and canoes on the coash of the
two eountles seized and msmrad,ﬁéﬁi& travellors were
required 40 give an scoount of themselves before entering
Ascomack County. Tho fsland inhnbitants on the Atlantie
alde of the Fepinsula were not allowed to come to the
nainlend, since 1t svvesred that the islanders were giving
the ﬁriﬁiﬁg?&iﬁ, and for compemsation were supplying then
with fish.

The proprietor of the Hungarst® Feryry was not the
only Inhabitsnt on the Shore thet suffered g loszs of
propercty t¢ the British during the wer. For afber the
war many petitions were submitted to tho Genersl Asgonmbly
by ¢ltizens of the Basteryn Shore asking for compensation
for property selzed by the British, The Schoomer Hebsey,
ownod by William Jonesg had been Inpressed for the LransSe
porting of the Twenty-seventh Reglment across the Bay in
1814, and had beon eaptured by the cnemye. IHr. Jones
requested that the Stete compensate him for the loss of
the 6ch§¢nar.&a The British had taken Willism Scottts

69
horse when making sn attaok on Cherryetone Barbor. Thonmas

86, 1biﬁ.nj Pie 340«341, 674 Ib&_#

68. FPetition of willlom Jones to the General Assembly
of Vivginis, Dsoeomber 238, 1818,

68, Petitlon of willlawm SBoott to the @an&r&l’ﬁsa@mﬁly
of Virginia, Decomber 24, 1827, '
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Underhill requested that the Assembly pay him for duty
performed in the defense of the Pungoteague Harbor from
the British.vo

In 1813, the Legislature of Virginia placed a tax
on the ferry keepers for thersuppart of the $tatequverﬁmentZl
An Act pggsed December 81,L1814,‘continued the tax dn
ferriea, If the yearly rental rate, or the walue of the
ferry excesded five hundred dollars, it wasvsubjéct to
taxation, The cwnér ef a ferry was no 1ogger7§xempted
from military service after January 10, 1815.

Kany siaves had taken adventage of the numerous
snall boats in the harbors of the State during thé war in
order to make.théir escape and had allied themselves with
the British forces. To prevent slaves from using such
boats for the purpose of dssértion, the State Legislature
granted the military leaders 6f the Statevpermission to
gtation guards at places‘wheﬁe thé presence of enemy

forces prevented the owners of ferries or bosts to render

' 70, Petition of Thomas Underhill to the General
Assembly of Virginila, Jeanuary 1, 1845,

71l. Acts Pasged at 2 Cenersl Assembly of the
Cormonweslth of Virginia, 1812-18135 Session, D..4.

72. Ibld., 1814-1815 Sesslon, pp. 12-13.
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the proper protection of thelr property.

pue 0 the ciroumstandes of the wer 1t appenrs that
Honry Parker's Perry was not put in operation until after
the enemy forces were removed from the Chesapeske BEaye.
The Bowdein Perry had taken s lerge logs for the years of
1813 snd 1814, There had been a loss of 2513, in 1813,
and the losg of & paeket valued at {1050 in 18&4.75 The
gontinued expense of keeping the ferry in proper condition
and manned by deckhands, caused a complete losa of profit
during the year of 1314?6 The Hungrrs?! Porry begen 40 moke
its reguler trips across the Bey after March 1, 1815, and
1% wwop in this year thet ¥r. Bowdoin purchased a new
pagket for %s@l,??wh@ expences for the year of 1815, ineluding
the new bost, were estimated to have been $20413 while the
eredits wvero $2834, giving the proprietor a profit of ﬁl@@@ya

With the olose of the war between the United Stotes
and Britain, commercial transactions botween the Esstern

Shore end the towns aeross the Chesspeake could be resumed,

74+ Ibid., ppe B3-84. 4ot paszed Jenuery 6, 1815,

78« In the Peter Bowdoin letter to Joseph Prentis Jr.,
June 1, 1814, the boat is eatimated at nine hundred dollars.

786 Statement of the Hungars' Ferry Accbunts for
1808 to 1821, November 30, 1821,

77s Ibid,
784 Iblﬁ{v
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The ferry estebliched from Honry Porkerts land on Pungoteague
Creek could now glve the Hungers' Ferry sharp competition.
 The two ferries, one from each county, were able to provide
more convenience for travellers and the residents of the

Shore.



CHAPITR IV
THE CHESAFBAXE BAY FERRIES TO 1824

The next nine yesrs in the history of the Lastern
Shore Ferrvies running ¢to York, Hampton, and Norfolk were
to be marked by two important eventsy The establishment
of & new ferry in Northampton County, and the discontinuance
of the Hungars.
The General Assembly of Virginis reduced sll prior
feryy Acts for the rogulstion and settlement of this type
of public conveyance into one Act passed January 50, 1819,
All Torries named in this set were to be constantly kept
anfd proporly maintained, This sct established the following
rates for the Bowdoln nnd Parker ferriest
seeFOr 8 man or horse paseing aiﬁgly five dollarsg
Godlara; for overy onoh, Cherlogs oF fogeon, And the
driver thereof the same ss for five horses, for every
two wheeled Chaise or Chalr the same a8 for two horses,
A penslty of twenty dollars was to be placed on sither
proprictor who overcharged passeengers. Two boats vere to
be kept at each ferry, of not leas than twenty five tong,
and the Captain and one deckhand of esch boat was required

to bs & white porson. Unless the ferries were constantly

le Znrolled Bills of General Assembly of Virzginias,
1018-1619 Sesgion (1In Ghe ATEhives oOf the virginin otate
Librery), I, 100.
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kopt in proper order, the feryy keeperts franchise might
be rﬁvuke&-g

The proprietors of the Eastern Shore Ferrilea were
not required to send both dboats, owned by the same ferry,
across the Bay to the ssme place on the same dayj nor
were two boats, owned by the same ferry, compelled to
leave elither Norfolk, York or Hampton at the sane tine,
The Bowdoin Ferry could not land or take on passengers,
horses, or any type of vehicle in Accomack County, nor
¢could the Porker Ferry do the same in Northempton Countyy
unless weather conditions necessitated such discharge of
passengers, horees or vehicles, For violation of $his
regulation the ferry keeper was to pay to tho other ferry
proprietor twenty dollars, This sum was recoversd by
voarrant before a Justice of the ?@ase*5

A Tine was imposed upon any person in elither
Acconnelk or Northempton who trensported any person, horse,
or carriasge across the Bay for compenseticn, The'ferry
keeper injured@ by such violation could recover the twenty
dollars by varrant before a Justice of the P@ace‘é

The proprivtor or keeper of each feryry wvas to have

2e X'bid, S» Ibié:o, PPa 100101«
41» Ibidl’ PQ’ loln
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at leanst one porson as his seourdity, end he was required to
give & bond of five hundred dollars Yo the eounty court
vithin = month afber the passege of the Acts This bond
was!

sesPayable to the getting Justices snd thelr

sugeessors, with condition, that he will keep hisg

boats, or packets, in esmﬁiate order 4in their hull

and riggings keep the cabinsg and the beds snd

bedding used thereln, in cleanly end comfortable

ordery keep sober and sikllful Capbains, and hands

+o navigste said Bostsd and that he will in 21l

things so keep, or cause to be kept, his boats or

Packetiny as to_conduece to the Comfort and safoty

of Paasengers,
vhen any porson was injured bocnuse of neglect to perform
eny of the above oonditions, he could bring sult against
the ferry end recover the full paaﬁlgy. The bond 4id not
become vold upon the first recoverys

If the ferry proprietor failed to give bvond within

a month he was 6o be flned ten dollaers for every month in
which he delayed in giving the bond. When the seourity or
proprietor of & ferry d4ied then the court was o require s
new bond to be glven, and if this bond wms not given within
a month then he was subject to a fine of ten dollars ror
each months delay. Before thie fine could be levied the
court must summon the proprietor to show any resson vhy

the fine should not be levied zgainst him. The fines

6o Ibids 6« Ibid,
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. V4
received in this manner went to lensen oounty tnxos,

In order to encourage ferry keepers, they ware freed
from all county levieg, publle services as constables,
elearing highways, improvements, and works of like nature,
Mo chaprge was nade by the ocounty court to ferry keecpors
for piving a hm&dé and for the granting of a ferry or
tavernts license,

when any ferry was not in use for a peried of two
years it could be discontinued, A perled of six monihs
wag allowed to resctlvete o ferry, or to obbtain the proper
equipnent in estsblishing & new ferry. hen a ferry was
to ve discontinued the proprietor of the ferry was to be
gummonad to present any reasons he mlght heve in nob
desiring the court to discontinue his rerry.g

The mejority of the ferries in the State under the
Aot of January 30, 1818, were required to pay s penslity of
seven dollars for not glving a bond within the proper time,
as gompared to the ten dollars reguired from the two ferries
running across the Bays The bond required for thoe river
ferrics yme only sixty dollars, while it wns five hundred
Tor the Chesapeake Bey Perrieca, The 4ot was $0 be effectiw
after January 1, 1820«16

7+ Ibla, ‘ 8. Ibld,, p. 115
9, Ibid., P 3.164 10, Iblid., PP« 115-118,
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The Assembly also reduced the several Acts glving
the county courts power ¢o establiszh ferries and regulste 1
the rates of ferriape into one Aot passed FPebruary 10, 1619,
" This Act is parsicularly interesting in that it sets forth
in detail all the precedures necessary in oblaining a
ferry franchise from the county eourts, exeept for the
forries running ecross the Chesapeakes Concerning the
forries on the Emstern Bhore of Virginis the Act estates the
followings
Hothing in this Aot contalined shall be construed
to authorize eny county or Corporaticon Court, upon
or adjacent to the Chesapeske Bay, or the wmters
thereof %o esbablish sny ferry scrossz the said
Chesapeake Bay, or to increase the rates of ferriage
zt those ferriee mlready established, or whioh may
here after be established seross the said Chesapeako
Bay$ nor shell any of the Provisions of thils act de
construed to extend to the ferries now eatabllshed,
or which may h&ig after bo estebliched across the
Cheasponke Baye-
This vmg the Tirst reference showing that Chesspeoake
Pay Ferries were ezemph from the provisions of the Act
passed Jenuary 17, 16807, whieh nadlgranﬁed the county
courts power to establish ferries. However, ag has already
been showng the Superior Court of Accounck County had
rendered & decislion on may 6, 1813, stating that the 1807

Act aid not grant the county court of Aecomack guch

1ls Ibide, Ds 157, 12, Ibid., Do 168,
13:, Cf, ante., ps 58, ‘



authority 4o establish the Parker Ferry on Pungoteague
Erﬁ&kq&%

Henry Parkerts Ferry was loented at "Locust Crove®
in "Yeo's Heok," on Pungoteague Creel., This tract of land
consisted of aporoximately 127 acres, znd waa locoted in
the far%ﬁ&f Pungotesgue and Taylors Creek, in Salnt Ceorge
Parishe. "Yools Neeck” was purchesed by Heury Parker on
Gctober 30, 1799, for 430 pounds of current Virginls nmoney,
from George Ker, Jobn Shepherd Koy, and David Bowman, sll
of Accomack enantyale

The progress of the Parker Ferry is not known, but
it appears that ¥y, Parkey wme successful es a ferry kespor
until his death., In his will reccorded Jenuary 25, 1819,
the "Locust Grove™ plantation was left to hils son George
est Parker,

svsbogether witﬁ the risht to the Ferry establlished
from my Saeild land by an Act of the Ceneral Assembly,
to the Townms of Horfolk York and llasmpton together

with my two Paoket Boatm Accomack a%é Horfolk and
everything belonging to said Doatm.17

4. cf. ﬁﬁtﬁ:g e 65,

15, James B, Mears, "Hacks Neok and Its People, Yast
snd Fregent" (Unpubliszhed, Virginia State Libdrary, cl937),
P» 85, (Mimeographed.)} end Accomack County Deeds, Now 9,
1797=16800, p, 377. »

16e Accomaol County Deeds, Iblde, ps 878.

17. Acocomaclk County Wills, 1818-1819, pp. R21,225,
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18

¥re Parker left his wife Agnes all rights ghoe would
have beoen entitled to had he died mteamm,m There wore
two Negro boys named ¥ott ond Patrlck, who were left to
two of his dcughters. 'These two slaves had ﬁeen deckhands
on the ferrics and Henry requegted that they be allowed o
remain on the boats untlil hls son George became of lawful
ages For the use of these Ywo boys, Georgets guardlen
wae to pay eighteen dollars annually. If the feorries
should be rented to eny other person, except his wife,
the twogglswem were 0 go to the two daughters for thelr
OV UG,

The majority of Henry Porkor'ts children wore minors
at the tlme of his death, eand Agnes, his wife, was made
gusrdion of Sarah, Anne, John, ceargaélmimbstq and Henwy
by the counby court on April 1, 1819. On February 30, 1620,
Ag;m:é geve a bond to the court for the sum of five hundred
dollerg, with Willlam R. Custis as her security, for the
keeping of the ferry left to her son G@grg@.%‘?he profite
of the Farker Ferry from Janvary 1, 1821 through Docember 8y

18, This neme is spelled Agness in the court records,
19 Accomack County Wills, 1818«151%9, p. 220,

20, Zbld., p. 224,

2le Agecommek County Orders, 1817-1819, p. 3%4.

22¢ Agoomack County Orders, 18191822, p. 79.
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ig21, were %llﬁﬂaggﬁhﬁ two bonts, Agcomack and Horfoll, were
55111 being mainteined) slthough the Accomagk had been
%1awn‘%2k¢rﬁ on September 3, 1821, snd was not uzed for o
monthe

& petition sicned by approximately 441 citizens of
Horthompton Counby, plus three minors, wae in eiraulgg;on
during the months of August through Decomber of 1821, This
petition was in favor of establishing a ferry frg@ the land
of John K. Floyd on King's Creek, or Tomm Flelds,to Horfollk,
Hampton, York, and the Xast River in the county of ﬁgﬁhaw3¢2?
John Stratton, & netive of Horthampton County, declared
that the names on this petdtion had been, *,.¢farilylsic7
end puhl&éilgé[eigj obtained and 1t cxpresses the will of

the peoplo.”

23, Certified Account of Agnes Farkerts Ferry for
1821, made by Isase Smith, Deconmber 8, 1831. (Filed with
the Legisintive Petitions of Horthampton County, Virginia
State Library)

84, [Jbid,

28, Petition of Northampton County Citizens to the
General Aggembly of Virginia, on behalf of John K. Floyd,
Jacob G, Parkern and Severn E. Porker, December 5, 18213 and
Feter Bowdoln letter to Joseph Frentls Jve, August 11, 1821,

26, John K. Floyd purchased the tract of land ealled
Towm Flelds, for two thousand pounds of Virginie currency,
from John Stratton on August 29, 1801, as found in Horthampton
County Deed Book, Ko. 24, 18001805, ps 108,

27, Petition of Horthampton County Citizona, loos cite.

28, Statement of John N, Stratton, not dated,
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gne of the reasons for desiring the establishment of
another ferry in Northampion County was tg alleviete the
inconvenience in obieining a passage aeross the Bay for
the inhebitents of the southern part of Horthampton. These
regldends were required 4o go to the Hungarst Ferry or
the Parker Perry in Accomscek in order %o get o the towns
of York, Hampton, or Norfolk, Often these residents were
able to obtsin pasoape on 2 merchent vessel golng into
Horfolk, hut if they were required to travel the Hungars?
Forry, which was in the northern pert of the coundy, the
distanes for s round trip to Norfolk or any other place on
the western side of the Bay would be inorsased by approxe
imately sizty miles, Therefore the new ferry would have
been a great ag%vaniﬁnca 10 the people in the lower paxt
of the county.

The petitioners belleved thore vme o need for more
coampatition with the Hungars? Ferry in Horthempion County.
The one forry systenm had proven auffiei@nﬁ for the past,
but with the Inercase in commerce, travellers, and the
population on the Bhore, there wme a demanding need to
provide for more convenient end speedy transportation than
was belng furnished by the two established feridica. The
Hunpars? Ferry obtained econsiderable profits from freight,

29, Petitlon of Northampton County Citizens, los. git.
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and all types of goofs being shipped Crom Horfolk via the
Yastern Shore to Fhiledelphis end Hew Yorkj and meany
articles for personal consumption were purchaszed in Horlolk
by the residents of the Peninsuls, These commercial profite
received in traaing with the ports across the Chesapeske
were thought to be sufficlient to maintain two ferries,
Howgver, |

If one ferry gaing superiority of 1ts gystenm over

the othar due to better vessgels and convenience then

it would reveal thet 1t is serving the convenience

of the poople of the county better than the sthoer,50
These statements wers presented by the petitioners in order
to ghow thet the relationship between HNorsrolk snd the Shorg
roguired more competlition for the purpose of galning a‘
more efficient ferry sarviae.sl

The harbor on Kingta Creeck wes closer $o the towns

across the Bay, end the pmssage could be made in much less
times 7The poetitioners believed the passengers would rarely
have to spend the night aboard the boats in making a trip
from King's Creek, snd the ferry would be sble to dock
at Floyld's wharfd for the loading and unlosding of passengers,
horses, and carriages. There had been other ferriea
established by the Assembly oloser than this new ferry

would be to Hungargs. The distance ncross the Bay wap

30, Ibvla, 31. Ibid.
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greaster than the average ferry route in the State, and
would compensate for the proximity to the Bowdolin Ferry.

32

Yeter Bowdoln was dlsturbed when he heard of the
petition, which was to be submitted to the Goneral Assenbly.
In & letter to his nephew, Joseph, he declares:

Deay Foseph/

I heve $0 ¢all on you for your friendly rid and
egsictance in a matter that will come before ouy
next Geg&.ﬁas@mbiy} A petition is drawvm up to be
presented Praying for a ferry to be estnblished on
Eings Oreck a branch of Cherzy-Stones at the Landir
of a My John Ks Floyds they have been handing ¢
industeriously about, before I hardly knew 1t vms
drawn, Nay I applyd to J.KFs for a Copy on a
gnturdsy and he said it was not mede out but on
onday he commenced poting Subseribers by golng
from house to house and on Saturday nizht I was
informed of this and that he had even treated on
that day et the tavern below where there were
thirty or forty persons sasembled & he had scoursd
from the point to Scobis branch a distance of
fittesn miles=~ The petitioners are Severn ¥. Farkew,
docob Ge Parker and John K. Floyds In a day or two
after thls I sent a Cenjlemen 40 Dootr J.Gs Parker
to ask the favor of a Copy of his petition he gwore
I should not have one, they have been now three
weeks in motion and by thelr cumning end lying
artirices, obtained $wo hundred subsoribers and
atill I ecan't get a Copy 8o as 0 answer 1% ny
zﬁa%g dependence is on tho Assembly their Justice
Al n

Yeter Bovdoin belleved the petition was drawn up beeause
of personal enimoasity, He had not supporited Severn B,

38, 1Ibid,
33. Feter Bowdoln to Jogeph Prentis Jr., August 11,

lagl,
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Parker as a ocondidate for an appointnent es clerk of the
gourt, Y"All this ism done fronm envy hatred and moallice to
[ sss ' Poter told Jﬁae§h¢343¢hnvﬁ* Floyd had stoted, thei
he 444 not expect to make any profits with the ferry until
Mr, Bowdoin's ﬁa&th@ﬁs

Floyd and the Parkers wdvertised thelr intention
of establishing & new fexry in Horthampton igﬁf@ur iscues
of The Ameriesn Beacon, published In NHorfolk. The notice

read: .

A Petition will be presented, to the next Genoval
Ansenbly, proying thet e Ferry may be established
from the lands of Jolm K, Floyd, on Xlug's Crook, in
the County of Worthampton, to the towns of Norfollk,
‘Hampton and York, and to Yast River, Mathews Countye37

Feter Bowdoln was determined to prevent the establishe

ment of the new ferry from King's Creek, oo he began to

- eolleet depositions to support the petision which he
would present to the General Assembly in oppositlon to the
Floyd and Parkers petitions There were six depositions
taken showing the superiority of the Bowdoin Ferry and

harbor to that of the ferry to be established on Ring'e

36, Hotice in The Amoricon Beacon and %prfnlk and
Portomouth Daily Advertlser Eaﬁﬁ%ar U, 1621, Octover Li, 1e21,
Gotober 18, Ibg%, and October 16, 1821,

57, Ibid. |
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Creek, and several other substantinting documents.

A deposition was taken from Captain George ILsghon
on Hovember 15, 1821, before Levin Y, Winder, a Justlice
of the Peace, supporting the Bowdoin Perry. Captein Eshon
estimated the dlstance from the mouth of Cherrystone
Harbor to Floyd's landing on King'a Croeek to be 4% miles,
The depth and narrowness of the ¢reek would not permit
the ferries to land at Floyd's wharf, and the distance from
th@'Floyﬁ landing to Bastville, where the stage line
stopped, was geven,milea; w%greas, it was only threec from
the Hungarst' Ferry landing.

John Floyd and Jacob Parker swore before Sautney
Goffigon, a Justice of the Pemce, that they had not been
pragent and did not récaive any notiece that Petér;ﬁmwﬂoin
was taking a deposition from Captain George Eshon. Mr..
Bowdoin had notified these two men that a depogition wo g
to be taken from Captaln Thomas Evans on two different
ocgasions, and they had attended, but the deposition was

not token as Ceptain Evans had been sick and could nob

38. The depositions were taken from Captain George
Eshon, William Frost, Josias Willes, George Holt, Major
5. Pitts, and Rohert Cordy. (These and subsequent dopositims
are flled with the Northampton County Legislative Petitions
in the Archives of the Virginia State Library.)

1851 39, Depasition of Captain George Eshon, Hovember 13,
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testilys As of December 11, 1621, these two men swore they
414 not Xunow whether Peter Bowdoin had later token a deposgitlon
from Captain Bvans to support his aausa¢%8

¥y, Bowdoln gave notice to Jacob Parker end Floyd
on Novexber 20, 1821, that a deposition would be token from
Captain william Frost at Mre. Southey GAffigon?s house
baﬁweenlﬁwﬁlva and four én that day. The deposition was
teken in the prosence of William Satchell, Peter 5. Bowdoin,
Yeterts son, and John K. Floydﬁél | | |

Captain Frost testified thaﬁ it was more difficult
to mévigate a salling vosael td Flbyé*a«lmnding than o |
the Bovdoin landing, but in 2ll other resgﬁcts the Floyd
landing was the better, The passage across ﬁﬁa Bay from
014 Foint to Cherrystone Creek was approximatoly four
houzs less than Hungars, and often vessels eould sall to
Cherrystone when they would not be able to resch Eﬂn@arﬁg

If the new ferry anchorage was to be et the “Grassy
Ground,™ in Cherrystone Harboy, then Josiss Willss bhelleved
thot herbor to be the best in Northampton County, However,

40, Statement of John K, Floyd and Jaoeodb G, Parker,
concerning the Kingts Cresk Ferry, December 11, 1821, (All
statements and notices used in thip thesis are filed with
the Legleslative Petitions of Aocomeck and Northempton Counties,
in the Arehives of the Virginin State Library.) :

41, Hotice of Peter Bowdoin, concerning the deposition
‘of Captaln willlam ¥rost, November 20, 188l.

42« Deposition of Captain Willlem Frost, Novomber 20,
1823, '



94
if the vessela were to maneuver in King*s Creek it would
be 4ifficult to get a s2iling boot out of the oreek except
with poles and only then at high tides Willes steted that
grain veszels would run from dlfi Polnt to cm:rggtcm,
when they wouldn®t atitempt to gross to Hungars.
~ In the interest of Peter Bowdointn Ferry, Goorge

Holt testified on December 1, 1821, that the distance
from the @ﬂsm’mé of Cherrystone Creek to the Floyd landing
maméh gm;éwr than 40 the Hungers' landing. Tho depth
of vater at Floyd’s wharf was ebout 4} fect at low tide, end
there was a sand bar at the entrance of the oreek, Hungars
was nore in the center of the county and closer to Zastvilie
by three miles, "He considers Cherrystone and Kings Creek
above Sanﬁy l?oint a bamer Harbour thon Hungars, ’aut thot
Hunﬁam is oqually mf‘an s e ntt |

¥ajor 5. Pltts, with the congent of the petitionexrs
for the now ferry and the proprietor of the Bowdoin Fe@m,
stated under oath before Thomas 8. Satchell that if there
were sufficient depth of water in King's Creek then he

would believe the new ferry landing superior to mngm,
Phe slope of the Sand hill from the Bowdoin landing to the

434 'l}emsltiﬁn of Josias Willes, December 1, 1821,
44, Dopoaition of George Holt, December 1, 1821,
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house caused great difficulty for teams pulling loaded
waggons and carts, even though the ascent was gradual,
However, he dogen't believe public convenience reguired
two forries, nor would support them:
B T o binare ene eanmuniortion
2§ﬁ§§g§f§g§tgf%32§5auth by the Bastern Shore rout,

The deposition of Thomas Rippen in support of the
Boaiodn petition estimates the disbence from Floyd's
Ianding to the "Grasgy Ground” to be four hundred yarda.
A veseel could not maneuvey this four hundred yords without
groct difficulty snd only »n high tide would the forxy
be able to get to the landing. The passege across the
Bay to Cherrystone Creek is estimated to be one hour
ghorter, or.fiva hours shorter when any diffioulties
would be encountered in going Yo Hungnrs, Yeb, he
balieved Cherrystone was more likely to be blooked by
ice then Hungars in the wintar;mnnthsfﬁ

Poter Bowdoin olirculated six copies of an "Expression
of Oplnion Concerning Floyd?s Perry,” in oxler to obtain
signatures to support his casuse before the General Asscembly.
These six doouments contained a total of 238 sggnaturea and

48, Bepoaitian of Malor &, Pitts, December 3, 1821,
46, Deposition of Thomns Rippon, not dated,
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resd ag follows:

ye the undersigned hnving understood that o pehition
will be presented to the next General Assembly of
Virginla by John K, Floyd Jacob G. Parker & Severn B,
Parker for the establishment of a forry, from Cherriton
[cherrystone] or Kings Creek Harbour in the County of
Horthamnpton, o0 the Towas of Horfolk Hampton & York,
& being calied upon {for sn expression of ocuy opinion,
fesl no hesitation in giving it as our opinion that
pubile sonvenlence will not be promoted by the
establizhment of a ferry from any port of Cherriton,
there belng already one, am§ly sufficlient for seneral
gonvenienes at fungarse A place from i%s conblauivy
to the Court House where the stege stops & Ibs central
aituztion in the County gggreﬂaia in our opinion
greatly to be preferred.

John K., Floyd hod solieited signatures for the
petition to establish s ferry on Ringte Creek, Floyd
would read the petition aloud first, asnd then reguest
those vho thought it reagonable to slgn thelr nomas,
Severn and Jacob Perker 414 not solicit any signatures,
William Dunton dezoribes Floyd¥s attitude in presenting
the petition to the public as, .. humble, falr and without
any attempt to mislead or impose upon anyone and itl
[ petition] expresses [the] will of [the] people.t® |

Mrs Dunton, & native of Horthampton, states there

vere neveral minors' nomes on Peter Bowloin's petition, and

47. The number of signafures on each copy wast
eighty~two, fortye~sixz, eighty~six, Pourteen, two, and eight,

- 48, FExpression of Opinion Concerning Floyadte Ferry.

.. 49, BStatement of Willlam Dunton concerning the
Eing's Creek Ferry. ~
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e, Dowdoin hed ettempted to get the psople %hayga& glegned
W
hic oppenents petition to withdraw thelr nemes, He was

suceessful in getting & few people to wlthdraw thelr nomss
from the petition reguesting the new ferry, There were
two copiecs of the followlng statemsat clroulsted in tho
interest of the Bowdoin Perrys the first signed by Hobert
Cérﬂy§§$& the second eopy having nine signaturest

We the undersigned, heving subscribed our nemes
to a petition intended Yo be Presented to the nexb
General Assenbly of Virginia by Johm K. Floyd Jacod
Ge Farker & Severn B. Parker Esquires for the
eatnblishment of a ferry fron Kings Creek on
Cherriton [Cherrystone] to the towns of Horfolk
Hempton & York & to Tast River, upon further & more
mabure consideration and with better dnformation in
relantion to the Comparetive advantages of the two
harbours of Hungars agd Cherriton feel no hezitation
that injuctice to the Public«to the Proprietor of -
Hungars' Ferry & periicularly we owe it to ourselives
%o stete, that in subseribing the aforesald petition
we sebed hastily end without due reflectlone- we
thoerefore feel no hesitation in giving it =8 our
opinion that Public convenlence will not be promoted
by the esteblishment of a ferry frou eny Fort of ,
Cherriton, there being already one, amply sufficilent
for general convenlence, a{ Hungers~ 4 place from ‘
its Contrasl situatlon in the County ggareﬁai&; in
our opinion greatly to be preferrod.”

On Hovember 30, 1821, Levin Y, Winder, a Justice
of the Peace in Horthampton County, exsmined the Bowloin

51« The name i2 spelled Coody in the Poroonal
Froperty Tex List for Northampton County, 1827,

- B2, GStstement of Opinlon signed by Rodbert Cordy, not
dated; and the second copy dated December 18, 1821,
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Ferry Account Books end made a statement afggha proftits
and losses from 1808 through November, 1821, This statow
ment included the money obtained from:

sesforringes, freilshts & the Carrisge of the Fall

£ by ohersing the same with all expenses originel

or incldental, whieh they may have inourred inoluding

the bosts, originelly puprchased & the riggen from

time %o tim& wanted, ropairs, honds 23£&$mnyuh§

atatementeesomitting tions of a dollar in the
agaregate of caoh yoar.~

The stetement shows gge average profits for the ninsteen

yours t0 be §870.56« Thls account of the profits waries

in several inoidente with the statement glven by ive

Bowdoin in 1al$¢§§§h§ statement on the followling pags ghows

the profits and losses of the Hungarst Ferry as presenbed

by Feter Bowdoin to the General Assembly in December, 1821,
The expenses incurred in the maintenance of the

Tungarst Yerry, as shown by the Bovdoin acoounts, was

53, Certified Statement of the Profits and lLosses
for the Bowdoin Ferry from 1802-1821, Hovember 50, 1821,
{Filed with dozthamntan County ZQQisi@tiva raﬁitﬁans in the
Archives of the Virginia State Library.)

4. Ibid. 55« ZIbid,

50, C1s anto., Ds 70a
The Prorit varlation is as follows:

Profits as glven in 1815, In 1821,
Yoarst Zﬁﬁg 6 % 0 3 0 & 069,80 s » o %, 730,
1808 o 4 o s o o 1824,14 o & o 1838,
1805 2 % % 8 & 9 Wcsg * & = @43::
1811 4 ¢« % » 3 o 12899,20 & » » 1599,
1812 5 o 6 0 o » 1200,00 « » & 1148,



STATIRONT OF PROFITS AND LOSSES FOR TUE BOWDOIH

FERRY FROM 1808 THROUGH NOVEMIEER 30, 1821

YEAR CREDITS DEBITS PROFITS
1802 3 £41B, $ 1685, & 950,
1608 2173, 1557, 630,
1804 2890, 1228, 1143,
1605 1991, 910, 1081,
1806 2106, B64e 1552,
1807 2466, 1276, 1189,
1808 1857, 944, 943,
1809 1755, 1178, 580,
1610 2749, 1627, 922,
1811 2754, 1155, 1599,
1018 2062, 920, 1342,
1813 337, 850, (Loss  B13,)
1814 [7a% FERRIES DID KOT EUN THIS YEARD
1815 2234, 2041, 193,
1616 2365, 1463, 900,
1817 2289, 1289, 1000,
1618 2397, 1257, 1140,
1619 2301, 1300, 1001,
1880 2155, 1225, 830,
1621 1751, 1169, 5626
TOTAL $ 16,710,

R orrect Totol
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thought to be rether high in the Assemblye. IIr. Richarxd L.
Morriss, a Delegate of the House Lfrom Gloucester in 1681,
stated that he had owned vessels of thirty five tonz for
four years. His boats were manned by two men end wo
- boys, buggﬁh@ expense hod never exceeded four hundred
doliars. Fre John P, Drummond, @ Delegate from Acconsceh
County, testified that he had been engaged in the Vest
Indles trede for ten years,; and with this experience, ho
felt that eight bundred aallara should have been %gple 0
cover all the expenses of the Bowdoin Ferryboatss lirs
Williem Dunton, a native of ﬁortmmmﬁtan County, owned two
boats almost the same size of the Bowdoln boats. Ho states,
that with the same mumber of deckhands as were used aboard
the ferryboats,; the expenses in the maintenﬂnee/af his boais
had nevey ezceeded $550. each per 3eara5g

There were three depositions tsken to support the
petition of John K. Floyd, Severn and Jacob Parkar.ﬁaﬁn |
November 10, 1821, Captein Thomas Hosier, of Northampton

County, in the presence of John C. Parramore, a Justice of

87. Stetement of Richard L. Morriss, January 26, 1832,
58, Statement of John P Drurmond.
59, Statement of William Duntone

60, These were the Depositions of Captain Thomss
Hogsler, Thomas Downs, end Southey Gofflgon.
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the Penon, John X. Floyd snd Peter Bowdoln, testified that
he had salled on the Chesapeske Bay Tor the past twenty
years, and he considered Klngt's Creek a better harbor than
Hungars. He belleved Kingt's Creek sufficlently wide
enough t0 maneuver vessels in and out,; and the depth of
water ot the Floya wharf to be deep enough for the boastse
to dock even at low water, Vessels returning from across
the DBay hed often been required to take smlter during
rough wenther in King's Creek., There was better anchorage
in Chﬁmgratgrie snd it wme easler ¢to land passengers than
at Hungars,.

' Shomas Downs hed eailed out of Cherrystone and
Hungarg?! Harbors for twelve years and thought Cherryotone
to be guperior to Hungerss The distance from Cherrystone
to vhe towns across the Day was much shorter, and the
navigating of a vessel into this harbor was much easier
than at Bungars. Mr, Downs has ectimated the ¢inme saved
in making e pessage to Cherrystone, rather than to tle
Bowdoin landing during muggaweatmr or unfavoerable
conditions, to be five hours.

Southey Goffigon testified as to the advaniages and

. 6l. Deposltion of Captain Thomas Hosler, November 10,
SSke :

82. Deposition of Thows Downs, Hovember 24, 1821,



102
superiority of the Cherrystone and Xing's Creek Harbor, as
compared with Hungars on December 3, 18281, in tho presence
of Thomas S, Satehell, a Justice of the Feace of Northamptone

John K, Floyd had Southey Goffigon to survey the
course from the mouth of Cherrystone Harbor to Floyd's
landing, nnd measure the dlstance for the gama¢6$ The
survey vne presented to the Asgembly to sgettle the disputen
ng 4o the eourse and distance from Floyd's wharf to the
Bay, in comparison with the Hungsrs' Harbor,

Fetor Bowdoin submitted e petition to the Ceneral
Angenbly of Virginia on Decexmber §, 1821, in opposition
to the petition on bebhslf of Floyd and the ?&rkara,ﬁﬁTha

three main arguments of his opponents petition were refutod.

83+ Doposition of ﬁoutﬂﬁy Goffigon, December 3, 1821,

64, Certificote of Survey tanken of Cherrystons
Creck by Southey Goffigon, November 8, 1821, (¥Filed with
Horthanpton County leglslative Petitioms, Virginis State
Library.) The Survey reads as follows:
From the Polnt shoals which 43 et the entrance of
Cherrystong Chamnel the course is Hoprth 5™ East
distance 113 four Poles Choing from the Tibow ¢o
P, Sandy Polint 18 Chains of four Poles from P,
Elbow to the Anchorage at the Enrance of Hings
Creek course East distance 41 Choins from thenoce
to Jno K. Ploydts landing 400 Yords from the
Entrance of Ghagryﬁtﬁnevta Entrance of Hungsrs
Course North 15 Esst distence 8 miles and 20
polea-from the Entranoe of Hungars to the
Anghorage_134 Poles Cheins, {4 Pole Chain is slxtye
six feet.)

85, Journal of the House of Delegates of the
Commonwealth 0f Virpinia, 1GEl-l1B28 Gesslon (RiChmondl
§e 8 ati? 1

FFinted by Lhoma tohle, 1821l), pa 164




The arguments includeds

1. The natursl advantages of the Cherrystone
Harbor as compared with the Hungars Harbor,

2. The focllity of getting on board the boats
at Floydta landing,

3. The greategkpreximity of Cherrystone to
Norfolk,B8

Peter felt that the three joint owners of the new
ferry would foree him out of businems as they were wesltihy
wene He was skeptical as to the amount of influence his
petition would earry in the Assembly, and to substantiate
the petition he forwsrded & remonstrance with several 7
other documents to the Assembly on December 15, 1881, The
concluding paragraph of the remenstrance 1ls Bowdoint'sg
final plea $0 maintein the ferry monopoly for ﬁ@rtham@ﬁﬁm
County, and states the followlng: |

Tour remonstrant flatters himself thet upon a due

conpideration of the premises your honorable body J
will be sensible of the great public injury independent
of the injustice to himself that musd attend the ,
establishment of another ferry and ag the one kKept

by your remonastrant has been conducted 8o long with
general satisfoaction he indulges the plessing hope
that the Public Convenience as involved, at Present

in the Partiecular intercst of himsell may still be

consulted by your honorable bm%y in the rejection of
the Prayer of the Petitioner,.®

86, Potition of Peter Bowdoin to the CGeneral Asszembly
of Virzinlie, December §, 1821,

67, Journal of the House, op. git., 1821-1022 Session
Pe 55, The Blx copics oF ﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁaﬁﬁgéa.an of Opinion CQnae&miﬁg
Floyd's Ferry," and the two coplez of the Statement of Opinien

glgned by William Cordy and others were sutmltbed at this time,

63, Remonstrance of Pater Bowloin to the Coneral
Assenmbly of Virginia, Docember 18, 1821,
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All of the potitions, depositions, statoments of
factse, and eoxpressions of opinions concerning the ferry
to be esteblished on King's Creek, were submitted to the
Committec of Roads and Internal Navigation 4n the Rausgﬁﬁg
| The Comnittee reported their oplnion to the House on
January 5, 1822, in favor of the establishuent of the
ferry from Floyd's landing, &gg they reosolved that the
Bowdoin petition be rejected, Ur. Stratton, a member of
the House, mnde a motion that the petition In the interest
of s ferry from Cherrystone be taken up on January &, 1@3&,71
The petition wes teken under consideration on that day, and
& Bill ordered to be brought before the House on the swmﬁgva
The Bill was written by the Comittee of Roads snd Inteynal
Eavi@aticn,?grﬁnghﬁ before the House, pasged and sent to
the Senates The Sonate passed the Bill and 1t becamo a

74
law January 30, 1822,

69, Journal of the House, op. eit., 18211822
Sespiong DPe X0y 00e R '

70 Xbiﬁog Pe 104, ‘ 71, Ibid., p. 109,
72, 1Ibia,
93& Ibiﬁ. 9 3,31% lll, 131’ 153’ 139@

, 74, Journel of the Sonate of the Commonwealth of
Yirginie, 16CI-T6CE Sesslion (Ricamond: rrinted oy mlmp"
herrocks 1821), Dpp. 61,62,68,69,71,72; and the Acts Passed
at a General Assgembly of the Commonwealth of Virinias, Jload=
g?@%gae&aien %Hiehmanﬂ: Printed by dhomas hitohie, 1822),

] & .
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The leglslative Lot permitted the FPloyd Ferry to
go to Tork, Hampton, Norfolk, end the Bast Blver in
Mathews County, The rates £or & man OF hKorse wore sob ab
three dollars, for s coach; chariot or waggon, ten dollars,
and the driver of the vehlole two dollsws. ALl two wheel
chalses were charged flve dollars, During rough weabthoy
the Hungors and Pungoteague ferries were allowed 4o land
passengers, horses, or any type of carrisge at Eing's Croek,
end these two forries were granted the same privileges as
the Ployd Ferry in golng to East River in Hothows Countye
The ferry proprietors on Eing's Creck were pllowed twelve
nonthe to put their ferry in ﬁ?@f&tiﬁﬁqu
IZr. John P. Drummond, a Delegate from Locomaok

County, had been detained for elght days at the Pungoteogme
Forry lsnding while on his way to Richmond, ae the ferry
packets were absent from the Shore, He had beon informed
that the proprietor of the Pungotesgue Fexry 4id not oblect
to the establishment of a ferry in Northampton, and
bolieving that such a8 ferry would prove beneficial to the
inhabltants of the Zastern Shore, he voted in favor of the
new ferrymga

7%« Acta Pasned ot n Cenernl Asgenbd Ihid
DDy 50-51s - =~ = A2 1258w

76. Statement of John P, Drummond, not doted,
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Hre Tully R ¥ice, also a Delegate from fceomack
County in 1821, had beoen unable to obtain paseags across
the Day from the Pungotengue Ferry. He was forced to wlb
from Sunday evening until Tuesday morning et Hungars belore
leaving the Shore for hichmonds MNr. wise felt that he
expresaed the opinion of his constituents in voting for
the establishment of the proposed ferry from Kingfs Creek,
The new ferry, lr. Wise belleved, wggiﬂ excite competition
end promote the publie convenlence,

John K. Floyd end Jacodb G. Parker, proprictors of
the publle ferry from Hlng's Creek, entered into and
aclmowledged e bond for five hundred dollara, with Severn
E+ Parker ap ﬁh@irseeurggy before the Northampton County
Court Hovenber 11, 1822, Floyd was grented an Ordinarys
license for the maintenance of & publie house, by the
county court lay 12, 1ﬁﬁsﬁvg This llcense wasg reneved upon
his giving ¢ bond and security in the county Clexrk's 0ffice
Jung 14, 1824, and apgain on May 9, 1&25¢80

The new ferry landing woe located ab Town Pleldss

77. GStatement of Tully R. Wise, January 26, 1622,
78, Horthampton County Orderg, No. 37, 1822.1828,

De 1.
70 Zbiﬂag Ps 8%, 80, Ibii’icg Dhe lﬁl;ﬁl’?@
8ls Cf. ante., Pe 87
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John K, Floyd built =2 house on this tract of land in 1808,
whiech goss by the nsme of Town Flelds elso, and it was
at this house that ferry passengers weg% entertained while
walting for & passaze soroess the Bays One of the f@rgieﬁ
ovned by Floyd was a schooner named Genoral Jaeksaga%&
Bishop Meade, the Protestant Pplscopal Bishop for

the Diocese of Virginim, in one of his visits to the Shove
vea reguired 4o walt for several days at the Floyds for
pessage across the Hay, due to bad salling weather, The
gtory is relsted, that while having prayer one morning
with the Floyds, |

Captain Jake Outten, master of the fLerry veasel

then in use, rushed in, seying "Bishop Meade, git

up off your marrow boneg) wind's ready and tide*a.

gﬁigzégg%é génd and tide wmilts for no man, not even

The ferry established from Eing's Creek soon becnme

known as the Floyd Ferry, and 1t appears that John Kn Floyd
became the sole propriotor of this fexrry by 188$¢8§ Sevarn
E« Parker hed no interest in the ferry but lent his name
%0 the petition in order to win influence in the Assenmbly,

£2. Whitelaw, op. ¢it., I, 175, The name"Town
FPields™ io gpelled in THitETnw s "TowmPisldn.”

83 Ibid.y p. 174, 84, Ibld., pp. 174=178,
85, Petitlon of John XK. Floyd to the CGeneral Assonbly

of Virginia, November 23, 1824. This petition makes reference
to Jacob G, Parker being a part owner to the ferry,.



108
e ¥r, FPoarker hed been a member of the House, Sennte and
csagress.ﬁﬁsaaob G, Parker had sgreed with Jolm X, Floyd
that 4P ¥loyd desired to be the sole owner of the ferry
he would release his rights to h&ma$?

Yeter Bowdoln hed made a trip to Richmond 4in an
effort to defend his forry monopoly in the county of
Northampton, He desorlbes hls stay in Bichmond asz; "eee
vory leng end to no gurpose....“ggﬁe states thet hie
opponents won by, Mees@VOry moan, aiggy untruth and
clectioneering out of the House...,"™ But he had nob
condescended to suoh "horse mﬂansgﬁgg Believing thot one
of the ferries in the two counties must £ail, he thought
hia chances were as good as the now forry in getting
DASBENLOTS iglﬁarfolk, and on the Shore he would have less
competition,

Tho steanbost service between Norfolk end Baltimore

was maintaining a regulsy sehedule by 1820, as can be seen

88, Peter Bowdoin to Joseph Frontls Jr., August 11,
1821 and the Statoment of Wililsm Duntone

87. Peter Bowdoin letter, Ibid.
88s Peoter Bowdoin to Joseph Prentis Jr., April 6,

1882,
89, lbid. 90, Ibia,
91, Ibig.
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‘ £8
in the Horfoll newspapers. The steemer Virsinia, with

Captein John Ferguson as the skipper, left Horfolk at ©

femy for Bsltimore on Mondays and raggm@ﬁ on Thar’aaaya,
leaving Baltimore at 9 a.m, that day. Iajor 8. Pitts
had testificd that there was no need for a ferry Ifrom
King's Creck since the establishment of reguler stoambont
gservice dotween Horfolk and Baltimore hod taken %&gmm
deal of the trade from the Eastern Shore Packets,

The steamboat services between Horfolk and Baltimorse
41d not make regulsyly scheduled stops to the Eastern Shors
of Virginia in the 1820%s, However, paasengers wore
transported from Baltimors to the Shore as early as 1821,
by the stesmboat} for The Amerlcan Beason gives the followlng
nows on Eay 19, 18218

rimts Steomien plamials, Brom, Jitionrs,

beyond the usual hour having stopped to land
 Passengers on the Eeotern Shore of VYirginia, 96

Occasional stops were made on the Shore by the
eteamboat going Lfrom Horfolk to Baltimore, as the following
advertisement appenred in The Horfolk end Portsmouth Hopald:

a3, Zéi * g&g Cf, anfsan Pe ‘95@

8¢ HNows In The Ameriesn newm and Horfolk ond
Portsmouth Daily Advertiser, sy B2ls .
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The Steam Bout Horfolk, Capt. Owen, will leave Horfolk
at 6 o'clock, m.m. on Lhursdey, 22 inst. (for this
trip only) = touch at the Eastern Shore of Virginia
the Bovnins bost to Philadolphin.oE T vie for
The two ferries in ﬂarthamptgg County sustsined a
loss of 3450, for the year of 1883, Tho cost to establich
the Floyd Ferry had been six thousand dollars, snd the
expenses incurred for the maint@naﬁea of the ferxy in 1823,
includins the inteorest ogggh@ original cost, had been
sixteen hundred dollers., The receipts obtalned form the
ferry for that year had been approximately fg%rteen hundred
dollers, including the carriasge of the mail, T%ggﬁowﬁein
Fexyy had sustained a loss of approzimsbely $850, This
wvas sufficlent evidence tc gonvince both the proprietors
of the Hungears snd Floyd ferrics that ths two men could
not meintein thely ferries at a profit,
As Feter Bowdoin was quite o0ld by 1824, he 4id not
feel qualified to maintain a ferry across the Bay, and to

64 Adverticoment in The Norfolk and Portsmouth

Terald, June 19, 18263 and John Cy LMIOTSON, dTss LLOOI

Evlintion in Virzinie and Hortheestern Mordh CavoTion
o8] Hoprinted Irom B Lypod ¢opys CA9E0),

9%, Petition of John X, Floyd to the General Assenbly
of Virginia, November 23, 1824,

98, Ibild. 99, Ibid,
100, Ibvid,
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cope with all the problems involved in being a ferry keeper,
With threa ferries running from the Zastern Shore acrogs
the Chesnpeake Bey, the competition was too grast to reander
any prolfits for the ferry services, and FPeter Bowdoin
proposed to sell his ferry to John K, Floyd for threc
thousand &aliars%ﬁa The agreemﬁnp for the sale of the Bovdlein
Ferry wos made April 12, 1@34w165

In the memorandum of agreement made betwsen John X,
Floyd end Peter Bowdoin, Bowdoln counveyed mll his rights
and titles as ferry keeper to Floyd, and was not to be
engnged in any further commercial trensportation es a ferry
owmer. Ir. Bowdoln also conveyed to Floyd in foo zimple all
the land on the Hungerst Plantation, ",..as lies between
ordinery nigh.watef mark and ordinary 1&% water mark
throughout the whole exﬁeﬁt of the seid Bowdoin BhoreSasss”

104

101, An 1llustration of the lonz drawm out business
effoirs as ferry keeper can bte seen in the six dollars owed
Peter Dowdoin by John Groy-"...8 worthless debtor,” M,
Bowdoin declares. Grey hod orossed the Bay on ey 22, 1819,
and agsin on January 16, 1820, in the Hungars? Ferry. Latey
he merried a ledy with some property and left the Shore
st1ll owing Bowdoin the ferrlage for these two trips., The
debt was Linally collected after six yesrs. Cilted in
Peter Bowdolin letter to Joseph Prentils Jr., April 8, 18223
and a letter to Joseph Prentis JIr., January 13, 1 ”éa

102, Petition of John X, FPloyd to the Ceneral
Aszembly of Virginia, Hovember 283, 1824,

- 103, Northempton County Deeds, No. 287, 1016-1824
TPe 553“55&4. L ¢ + e *

104, Ibld,

Vauveuainue
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This éid not deprive Petey Bowdoin from using the shors,
except for the right to land passengers; horses or any
type of carrisges. The conveyance of Lhe shore was for a
perdod of two thouzend years. Mr. Floyd was f@rbiﬁaén %0
use the shore as a ferry lending slsc, es the purpose of
the conveyance was to prohibit any person from esteblishing
g ferry from Hungarss Thls gave the Floyd Ferry on King's
Croek a monopoly for ﬂarthamytanlggunty. The agrecnent
beecame effective April 20, 1824,

Floyd pald Peter Bowdoin three thousand dollars,
and the receipt was given for the abollshing of the Hungars?
Ferry on April 17,l%§2439%rne deced w=o signed nnd recorded
on April 20, 1824,

Hence, the yoar of 1824 nmarks the end of the forry
franpchise in the hands of the Zowdoin Famlly, The franebise
had been held by this family for nore than fifty-two years,
From this period on,the sailing packets used in erossing
the Chesapeake Bay chanped ownership very rspldly until
they go out of exlstence and the steanmboat tekes their

place.

166, Ibld.
106. Ibld., PP. 534-538,
107, Ibid.



CHAFTER V
THE CHESAPERAKE BAY FERRIEZS TO 1840

The mumber of ferry proprietors running packots from
the Shore greatly inoressed botween 16824 and 1840, This
sixteen year period sow the ectablishment of four new
ferries from the Peninsula, the discontinuance of three,
and the failure of two Shore citizens to obtain licenses.
In zpite of the many ém‘ngea; by the end of the period thore
wag 8till & ferry in operation from cach of the two ﬁmﬁm
- to York, Hompton end Norfolk. |

_y John 1{; Floyd had invested half of his esfate in
thé ferry, %%;mh the purchase of the Dowdoln Ferry righte,
E‘ﬁé&e mvestméama amounted €3 nine thousand ﬁalwm.a Floyd
ned gonstructed a new wharf on Xing's Creck at ﬁcimiéemme
expensce in order to provide better loading facilities for
corrisges and horses. The two packet boats wers furnlshed
é@i@%} tho best accommodations end had skillful éagzmmga
‘The rates charged were below those set by the law, For the
amaé,atmn of his memm, the rates were as follows}

Phree dollars [for]Merchant or Tradesmen, two dollarg
if e Labourer, Sallor oy Servant. doliar end hslf, for

1. Petition of John K. Floyd to the Genersl Agsenbly
of Virginla, Novenber 25, 1824,

2, JIbid,
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a horse throe aallaga, and for a earrisge a dollar
and half per wheol,”

Tha dayern prices at Towm Flelds were of a moderate
genlo, The nelghbors and sounty vesidents roreoly paid
enything, ond strangers were charged anywhere from 18 5/4
cents to twonty-five cents for a,m&al, end 12% cents for
their lodging. Oréinary liquors were furnished withoub
charge, &nd the passengers were transported free of charge
from the lsnding on King's Creek to fastville by tho Floyd
carriaget a distance of approximately 64 mlles. A horse
could be obtalned for £ifty cents a day, a horase and glg
for seventy five, snd n carriage with two horses for &
dollar and half a 6&&3&

Floyd had peorcely put his forry in operntion when
¥r., Avthur Upshur, a citizen of Northampton, decided to
petition the lLegislature for & ferry franchise, The
Upshur ferry wes 40 run from Hungars Creelk, with the landing
loosted oloser to the mouth of the creek than the Dowdoin
landing. The petition was circulsted sucecessfully for
signaturen, although. Floyd had been informed that the
@ﬁtlﬁian@réwaﬁ not sericus in his atitempt $0 obtain the

franchice,

Se z‘hiﬁig Cfy antce., P« 105,
4, JIbigd. B. Ibid,
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When Ployd realized thet bhe hed been misinformed
soncerning the Upshur petition, he prepared a petition
in opponition to his opponents for submission to the
&aﬁémbly; Floyd apprised the Aszembly as to the oonsliere
able expense inecwrred in establishing his ferry and the
aﬁﬂ*%ﬂﬁfﬁ%iﬁﬂﬁg rates and improvements. Ho stated thatl
#de 1z opponed ta,mﬁndgéliaa but he believes thnt hils
rrofits will not be takgn to enooursage g useless spirit of
speculation in others,”

An eceount of the Floyd Ferry receipts for the first
ten months of 1824, revesls that the income was $1512.873.
For the two remaining months of the year Floyd estimoted
to recoive approximately three hundred dollers, The totsl
| receipts for 1824, including two hundred for the tronge
portation of the mall, wap estimated to be §2018.8%. 7The
expenses were estimated at §1840.3 being $400, for the
maintenance of the two peckets, 5540, for iﬂﬁéreaz nﬁ the
establishmont cost, and {900, inoluding ell other expenses,
This would give s net profit of $172.37, which Floyd eiaimaa’
would not compensate himyfcr the tr&nagartﬁﬁzan of the
pascengers to Bastville,

The Floyd and Upshur petitions wore presented to

6. Ibld.
7. Statemont of the Floyd Perry Accounto fopr 1824,
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the Fouse of Delegates December 14, 1824, anﬁarai‘emﬁ to
the Committee of Propositions and Crievances, The
Committee reported thelir opinion to the House December 28,
1824, in favor of the Floyd wﬁgim snd resolved that Hr,
Upshur's petition "be refected.” lNr. Upshur wap given
pormiesion on Jonuary S, 1825, to withdraw his petition
and the ascompanying ﬁmumemtga which requested the ferry
franchise fras Hungers Croek,

4s Peter Bowdoin had sold his forry rights to Floyd,
the House ordered on a motion made by Mr. Upshur, that a
711} be prepared to réyem the law which had established
a ferry from the Bowdoin lands in Northampton Countye
Hensrs. ﬁpahux-, mman, Drummond, Floteher of mamak .
County, cﬁlliéx'g James, Digzs, Jones of York, and Russell,
éll membera of the Housme, were to propare the 33&:.3.%1 The
Bill was revorted by Mr. Upshur to %ngz House Januwy 10,
1&5, received and 1nld on the ta bles By Janunry 24, 1825,
the Bill entitled, YAn Act to disoontinue the feéry from
the lands of Qﬁwr Bowdoin in [the] County of ﬁar&h&m@ﬁ&n
to NHorfolk, Hampton, York anﬁi East River,” had passed the

8+ Journel of the Houge of Delesates of the
Commonwealth of Virpinin, 1oc4-1828 session (hichmond:

Printed Oy Thomas. iitehie, 16824), p. 38, A
9+« Ibld., F& ’?ﬁa | 10. Ibide, De 94
11, Ibid., p. 105. ‘12, Ibdid., De 107
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Housze and was sent to the &maw;m In the Genete the Bill
pansed two roadings but was rejected on the third reading
and never beoame & kamm

Johm K. Floyd died in 1828, and william 8. Floyd,
hiz son; geve a bond of forty thousand dollars in certilicete
to the oounty court, with Jacob Parker, Severn E. Parker,
and Goorge F. wiline as hls securities, i‘ori% letter of
administrstion on the estate of hio fauther, Willlan
became the proprictor of his father's forry, and gave a
bond of five hundred dollars to the court Mareh 9, 1650,
as required by law, with his brothor Samuel as his waaz?ity%s

- The twenty-Tirst section of the ferry Act pamped by
the Goneral Assembly Jenunry 30, 1819, which exempted sny
feryy-men, of owners, from the asscssments and payment of
county levies wan repesnled, This aéa;:ézmamm to the ;&19 Act
became effootive Februery 3, 1829,

13, Xvid., pp. 118,122,128,
. 14, Journal of the Senste of the Conmommalt
Yirpinis, 1604-167E T Senglon (Richmondi Printed by —K
’mﬁa ¥ 1&?&4)‘ ??t 59,‘733‘??:

> %é 15, Northsmpton County Orders, No. 38, 1826-1851,
- & .

16, Ibld., pe 598,
l’? ¢ta Passced at a Gonera
1t of YIzeIn: '*1

peembly of tho
%eﬁfs Ricknonds

i)
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The transportation faecilitles to and from NHorfollk
had grostly inereaped by mﬁﬁia For the eonvenlonce of
travellors The Noxfolk snd Portsmouth Hersld published
wihe Travellerts Guide.® The information glven by the
Culde included the different conveyances by land end unmter
$o and from Vorfolk,. V’?lw Guide gave the following informatiom

concerning the ferrlics from the Shore:
m :&amem Shore Fackets arrive and depert for
mpton end sccomuo Loiel, generally three
tima a woeks. They lle st Iﬁw‘am*a Whar ¢+

;w

The number of passengers and profits received by the
Floyd Ferry at York end East River in Hathews County, did
not Justify sending packets to these places in 1829, To
reliove mm of the responsibilisy tat‘ stopping at these
two ports, Mre bunton, a Delegate in the House and a member
of tm Comnittes :sgg Roads and Internal Navigatiom in the
1828-1850 session, was given the pemmaicsion to entey a
B111 smending the Act which established the Floyd F&m.z
The Blll wme prepered and pessed the House and HSennte to

| 18, "me Travellerts Gulde,” in The Norfolk and
Portenouth if!e%mlé, Hovember 18, 16293 end Lmasrsoon, Op.
CITsy bDs I ,

10, Ibld.

£0¢ Journal of the House of Delexates of the
Commonwealth Of viralnis, lﬁ; i’*s;uﬁi mietmicm (Wichmonds
T¥inted by Thomas Tﬁ%"‘iﬁ.’e, 1829}, ps 11

&la Ibiﬁ;g Pe 1B,
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&3
become 8 law on Deoember 17, 1829, This sct provided that
the Floyd Ferry would not be compelled to go to Yorktown
and East River, but would eanﬁigga the regular trips asroos
the Bay to Horfolk and Hampton,

The first regularly soheduled stoambont asorvice to
be established bebtwoen Horfolk end the Esgtern Bhore of
Firpinia was bogun in 1&50*% The Marylend and Virginin
Gteoamboat Company, upen a request of several gentlemen on
the Shore, declded to run the Stesmboat Poonhemtos from

mrm%;‘g to Chorrystone, once a woek, bogloning Juns 10,
1830, | The Poenhontos had been used on rogularly ﬁf‘:hﬂduﬁﬁﬁ

rung &%gfew Baltimore and Emrfalk,ggut was idle at ﬁi’%m
time this new service was proposcd, The weekly trips ta
the Bhore were on Tuessdays of one week and Thursdays sﬁ"
the next} leaving Noxfolk at B B4ty and depariing Cherrye
gtone at 1 p.m, the same day. The vessel mﬁappéﬂ at 014
z}aint Confort to mim passengors going and mtézming,‘

284 Ibld.; Dpe 19,20,22,273 and the Journal of the
Sennte of the Cosmonwenlith of Virginin, 182d-IB00 Tension
(Fichmond sy Frinted by John Warrock, 1029), pps 18,19,

23, Yirginin Ceneral Amsmblx Enrolled Bills, 1680w
1830 Sension, Ds de o

24, Advertiooment ln The Horfolk and Portomscth
, Juns 11, 1830,

26, Ibia,
28, Ibid., Hovember 18, 1829; and the 2%@3@%@1*&&::@

of william B, 2”1 oyd to the General Asgembly of Virgiola,
Decenmber 26, 1838,

Horald




and the Terrisge was three dollars,
at the risk of the ownor,

months wasl

Thuersday,
Tuesiny,
T iiuﬁ'ﬁﬁ H y’
’?maﬁay,

Thursfay,
Tuesday,
‘i‘hw:'sﬂﬁy,
Tuesda I

Juns
10%h
16th
24th
£29th

July
gth

15th
28nd
87th

120

All baguage vms taken

:?h&raday;

Tuesday,
ﬁ'hurmiay
Tuesday,

Thuraday,

. Tussday,
Thureday, .

Tuesdny,
Thumaﬂy,

The proposed schedule for four

August
Sth
10th
l9th
24th

Septanbor
2na
7th

lgth

Bhis o

The z&aryismﬁ and Virginia Steamboat Company sdvertised
this ferry service in The Norfollr end Portsmouth Eerald from

June 11, 1830 through August 20, 1830,
this enterprise did not Justify its continuation,
S. Floyd stated that,
folly in point of profita.”

The reccipts from

Meu gtg short months demonstrated its
The gervice was evidently

diccontinued after September 50, 1830, as the Focahontns
wat put back on the regular anheﬁgé& mumning between Horfolk

and Baltimore by October 5§, 1830,

ﬁazfalk gteamboats often made excursions to the

| 27. Advertisement in The Norfolk and Forbemouth
Herald, June 11, 1830,

283, Remonstrance of f'&lliam
Assexnbly of Virginia, De s X

gég?my& to the Genornl

£9, News in Zhe ﬁﬂx’fﬂlk and Portemouth Her 1:3,

Octobor €, 1830,
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Bastern Shore of Virginia, gwing%g}mir paszengera a full
days entertainment st a low emﬁ; Thene plessure cruizes
often stopped in Cherrystone Harbor snd went ap for north
g# Chineotesgue Island on the ocean side of tho Feninsuls,
The following is an advertisement of muoh 8 eruvice:
The gplendid Stomm«-Bont Pocahontss will lesve

Harsdents Wharf on Thursday, the GLO August TLE30]1,

4% 8 ot olock AL, Tor Chinootengue, Fastern Shore,

{Va.) roturning the same evening, FPleasure pariles

can be ascgommodated at 31,60 per each individual fere

included,old
The excuralon to Chlncotespgue was deseribed by The Horfollk

gnd Portsmouth Hersld as follows:

Ag wne expected the Pocshontng hed & very muwrercus
snd agreeable party on hor lzst week's trip to the
Bagbern Shore} about twenty=five ladies and gentlemen
were received on board ot Fortress Honvoe, with the
¢legant Band of that place, the sen broepe wns delighte
ful, and the company returnad highly gratified with
ﬁﬁ@i’f‘ oxoursionesse”

The ferry whieh had been cstablished by an Aéi; of
the Cenersl Assenbly of Virginia from Henry Parkerts land
on Fungoteague Creek In 1813, end hnd been left to his son,
Ceoorge We Parker, was discontinued by mm*m With only the

30, Advertisements in The Norfollk and Portsmouth

Berald, Aupgugt 9, 18303 and Julie 28, Lbols

81, Ibid., August 2, 1830,
38« 1Ibide, August 9, 1850,

93, Fotitlon of the Citlizens of Accomok County on
behelf of ¥William Parramore Jr., and Joln We Cuctls, February
8, 1851; and the Remonstrance of William S¢ Floyd to the
General Assembly of Virginla, December 26, 1832, The Floyd
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one ferry running from King's Creshk 4in Northampton County,
the inhabitants of Accomack wore reoguired to travel farther
than when the Bovdoin monopoly had been held, in order to
obtain pessage sorons the Bays

The citizens of Aecomeok County submitted a petition
to the Goneral Assembly on FPebrusyy 8, 1831, roguesting
$hat Willian Perranore Jr. and John %, Custis be pormitted
to run & ferry fram>$hﬁ lands of "Raymond Riloy on
Cheseonesces creek.”ge Parramore and Custis wore willing
to run & ferry provided they were granted the explusive
privilega‘anﬁ obtained the same protection as had bﬁaa
given the proprictor of the Parker Ferry. They mé;t;éﬁﬁzzd
-yérmiagién to run only one boat, rather than %w@ a£ the
Parker fromenise had stipulated, end the ferry was to make
‘anly aﬁ@ trip a wook ascross tho Baye. ‘The Aasembly‘waa to
soet the certain day on vhich tho ferry would go to Horfolk,

Remonstranco states thet in 1829, upon application of the
proprietor of the Parker Ferry {ron Pungoteague, tho
Legislature dlscontinugd that ferry, However, there 1s no
record of such in the pournal of the House, Senate, or the
Aots of the Assembly for 1829, or tho county court order bHook.

3 * i T of Delerates of the
T ﬁ?wﬁggia, YeC

JoUwlElT Teastion lHichnondt

7 DY Tuomab nivelio, 1830}, ps 1563 There is some
doubt as to whaether the ferry would run froam Chesoonccsex
Creck or Pungoteague Crecls In a lotter written by Geoorge
Searburgh to Wme Parramore I, dated Harsh 1, 1831, Scarburgh
states: "Having agreed to join you and Jno We cuatia Koorss
in running e Packbt [ele] from Pungotesgue Creek I am willing
that such Packet should be run from the land lately devised
%0 me by my Tatheor,?
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and the proprictors were to be permitted to luand and teke
on paszengers ab 014 Point and Homptons The signers of the
pebition believed that the uge of o gingle bont on &
specificd day of ench woeok would prove pore convenlentweto
the ferry kecpers--than being required to mmke constant
trips soross the Day st the passenger's re%séeam 'mmm
were fifty-one signatures on the poetition.

| When the petition was submitted to the House,it was
reforved to the Commlttese of Propositions and Grlevances
for %ﬁaﬁy.aﬁ On February E2, 1631, the ﬁammitgga reparted
the petition back to the House az reanonables. The Houso
ordered the Committee to propeve a ﬁill* which was recoived
and laid on the table of the iimmef The House later voted
favorably on the Bill ond forwmrded it ﬁ@lﬁkﬂ Sanata??whﬁra
it wag possed imé%a amended form end sent back to the House
for oconeurrenc&, 'The Bill was then sent to the Comaitteos of

38, Petitim of the Citizens of Accomnok County on
g&az%ilef %1&11&& Parvomore Jrey, and John We Custis, February
¥ '

6. Journol of the Mouse, op. git., 1830-1831 Session,

De 1834
37, ZIbid. 38, Ibid., D 275,
39 Ibid., pp. 877,282,

40+  Journal of thw d@m ta af tg ﬂmmﬁg th of
cAnin, 1630-1E01 Sewslon (Lichno nted aim

Iy 1830), ppe alﬁ,am,asm.
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General lLews in the ﬂmae?xma on a i;gtim of v, Bayly,
was again veted upon April 14, 1831 The first amendmont
was rejected, but the second anendment made by the Senate
was aceepited,. The Sennte wams then requested to sonour on
the amendnent, dut on a motion mede by ¥Mr. Joynes, in the .
Benate, the Bill wng m;a on the Senste table where 14 dled,
Willlien Forremore Jr. »311& John W, Custis hed falled
in their effort to cobiain o farry franchise, but Samuel
Ce ?’?zim, of Accomack Gaunty, was nob to be aiscmagvaﬁ by
this feilure., Mr. White petitioned the ﬁagmblzr to grant
him & Tranchise to min s packet from thoe town of Cnancock
to Norfolk, with such restrictions as the Legislature thought
propers There were twenty-two slgnatures to. the following
puregreph in the petltion:
| We the undersigned believe o Packet as above
praoyed, would be a great conveniecnoe to the oltinmens
of Accomnck County, and otheys and as the village of
condiaily unite in ¢ho said potition.dd '
Sarmmel White's petition was submitted to the House

Decenmbor 17, 1631, and was referred to the Comittes of

801 41, Journal of the House, op. cib,., 1630-1831 Session,
Pe X

42 Ibld., D. 3953‘
Journnl of the Senaots, ops cit., 1301831 Session,

Ps 260,

44, Petition of Samuel C, White %o the Ceneral
Assenbly of ‘:fiz:ginia, isfo%mb@r By 1831,
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Rosds and Intornal E%*avigatimméﬁ The Cormittee reported
the petition as ressonable end a BA1l was prepared grenting
a fronchise to ¥re Whilte, The Bill passed the House and
Sennte and became o lew Janvary £1, l%zaw

The Act empowered Samnel C,. White to keep a public
ferry from Onancock to Norfolks. The rates were to e tho
game as for the Floyd Ferry, and white was, "...ontitled to
nll privilesges and rights as granted in a'ammry 30 Mﬁégf
1819, and subsequent Acts relating bo Publle forrles,”
The same regulations were Yequired of the smmfzk Pocket
ge had been wmmmmﬁ for the Floyd :ﬁ'em, with the
exception that the new ferry keeper wns, "...compeiled
" ¢o send his packet from the towm of Onancock every Tuosday
to Norfolk, end returning shall lefzgg Horfolk every Friday,
unless prevented by the weatheX,... He wme not ocopellied
to send his bost across the Bay st any other tine. Mr.

45, Journal of the House of mlwa@“a of 3}:1@
mmmaith’ OF Vaireinin, 1boleloos Toosion b

PriiLea by X mﬁ"}‘{%‘aﬁe, 1831}, Ps 8%

46 xm PDe 72,74,79,62,105; Xﬁa'ﬁf tk‘:;a
| a‘ ,#t‘ ith » # g ‘ , S, e,
ﬁ'?* amﬁ t}m xfwi mm%g
w&a&hh of VirzIn' -
Thonas ﬁzghﬁa, a), F..
47 hgte of the ‘%mm; Apsembly, Ibid.
48, Ibid.
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White was gi%a the privilege to change the Qays of leaving
elther Worfolk or (mancock, provided he published such change
of sohedule in a Norfolk paper. Any cltizen of Accomack
was glven the privilege of tranaporting pessengers from the
county to Norfolk, whenever the Whlte Paokot z*ﬁég abgont
froa the Shore or the capiain refused to sall,

The county court of Accomack was glven the power
in the Aet of January 81, 1832, Yo grant llcenses upon
| application to yvessela of not less than $wenty-Live tong,
to run &8 Paokets from any oroek or harbor in the county
to Horfollts DBefore the ammean% could be granted a
liocaense he '&w raquired to give a five hundred dollar hond
with sopeone as his security. A1l of the restrictions and
regulations gat for the Bamuel Wh&w Ferry were to apply
to any person who wap gmnwd a ferry license by the court.
Once the applicant was granted gﬁlﬁ,ﬁmuse he wng mgui&mﬁ
to run his packet for one year,

It 1o evident by an Act passed in 1832, that the
steamboat scrvice between Horfolk and Baltimore at this
time was causing the privately owned forries on the Hastern
Shore to have difficulty in maintaining thelr business on
a profitable besiss lr, Fisher, a Delegate fm the Shore,

49, Ibid.
60. %ybiﬂ,ﬁg De 212,



‘ izw
on n motion made bofore the House, was given the privilege
é? preporing a Bill %o jamnﬁ the Act which establishod the
Floyd Perry on King's Creek., The Committee which prepared
the E111l consisted of Mepsrs. Fisher, I}rmmm%mid, Grimmﬁ,
Jones, Eing, Smith, Shield, and Holyburton, The Bill
ws prepared, passed thué;;@uﬂé smﬁ the ﬁe%mt;@, ‘and bocana
8 lsm wbm&ry T 1&53,

: This Aot provided that the proprietor of ﬁw ¥loyd
%’e:rz-y was no- lenger mquimd to gend his boat aemw ‘the
,m* ev@z«y day w mquirm by Panoengers, but hr» emm
‘ﬁﬁaiﬁﬁﬁtlﬁ t'm aays in ench woek, “”mn which um nf hia
. beats ‘shell:eross the Bay to xmzrfam or Eam:wm sm& tm |
aaya in aaah weck on which one of m.a boats simli re'&um
to Kingt's Croek,” o I he accepted this prwia;an ;x;;a.:m:z
-f'*&a &d%rﬁwa’ the deys on whiech we‘boata mum mwmmh
‘%&rfalk azxﬁ ng*sz Creek, and he wan emmlleﬁ ta s&zm& |
one M‘ his farmma across the Bay on the aayi; ﬁﬁver%&mﬂ, '
'zmlem ‘32'**"9‘!321"3@& by weather conditions. If m baszw
faﬂea to mam t}m plaaas 8o a&mm&m&, sny :g@mm

1y Jmmax of the House, g _2. ety 1&53&-»3.%% ﬂagsim,

| De 108,

o 82, Ib‘lﬂ.. Pps 116 119,1;& iz8, ms' Jouyns
Senate, op. g%,_ 851»1&35 &a&amn, m&. ?G *::? XK
a

L5 10 m@* 3t o Cenoral Ass 3;3, op. a@m, 1831»1&3‘5;3 ﬁﬁﬁaim,

‘ wlat
83 ‘A;ﬁﬁs Poosed ot a General Aspenbly, Ibid.
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.agg,rimd gould recover twenty dollars before a a‘mme of
*bhe Yenne m Northempton (’mnwf‘&

" Garter M. Brexton of Northampton County thought
monopolies were destructive to publie interest, thorefors
he decided that the ferry mangg@ly as held by}’%illi@zm Be
Floyd should have conmpetitions Mrs Braxton had been a
momber of the State Senate representing the Distriot which
was composed of the counties of Gloucesber, Eﬁéﬁhw@,
#iddlesex,; Acoomack, and ﬁmrthammm;% S8ines Fotey Dowdoints
death, ho had purchased pert of the land whers the Bowdoin
Poarry had been loeated in order to satablish a ferry from
the ssme publie mmiing 7

Carter Braxtonts intention of petitioning the

Apgenbly for permission 4o establizh a ferry was pubdlinhed
in The American Benoon. Mrs William C. Shields, of the
Shlelds and Ashburn Publlshing Company, publishers of the
Beacon, sertified that the following notlce was ,puhl;izsmﬁ
wookly in that peper from Hovember 12, 1852 through Deganbey

B4y Inid,

BS. Although the privilege of maintaining a forry
from Accomsck County had been granted Samuel €, White by
the Assenmbly, White's Ferry was not in operation a% the
time. CL. pisties Do 134

56_, Journal of the Senate, op. oit., 1881-1522 Sessien,

Pe 15,

87, Petition of Carter M, Brazton to the ,@nemi‘s.
Assenbly of Virginis, November 20, 1832,
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59
1, 1893y

will be Presented to the next legisloture, o

Petition for the establishment of a Ferry from

Hungarts Creek, in Horthampton $o Zsat _Bilver,

York, 014 Point, Hempton, snd Horfoll,®

The Braxton petition makes reference to the fact
that the Floyd Ferry will bear inquirys "ss.to the number
of bosts ag reyulred by 1&§bgna if they are kept in proper
srder for the publle use.® John Ky Floyd hed strossed
the harmfulness of the Bowdoln monopoly in 1821, Kre
Brezton deolared, bubt after the Floyd Ferry was put in
cperation the horrors of = monopoly had censed for the
proprietor. The petitioner believed two ferries were
necensayy for fouy reasonel

-1+ General convenlence of passengorns,

2, Competition will insure dispateh and eonmfort.

%« ¥ail can be transported more oheaply and with
greanter repularity. ;

4e If two ferrles were necessary in 1881 whoen there
was only one ¢lrouit, and soomercianl profits of
Norfolk snd Portemouth wera low, then there 1o
a need for two now, sincs the new arrangement
of the Judleial systen, and since Hampton, 014

.,faigtélﬁartamauﬁh,anﬁ Horfolk are mwore industrale

k= 17 PR T : .

The epllogue of the petition noted the adventagos

58, Certiried stetement of Willlam C, Shields,
Deaembey 5, 1838,

59, HNotioe 4in The Ameriean Beocon and é@rfgix and
Portemouth Dally advertizeT, Novembor L2, 1098, NovVenber 19,
105Ey ond NOVENDOT Loy Looos

60, Petition of Carter M. Braxton to the General
Assenbly of Virginis, Novenber 20, 1832,

61, Ibvid. 4
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of two forries in providing for, "...S5cclsl intercourse,
the political connections, snd the,..comuercial benofits
which flow from an easy ammmnnicatioakggtWﬁen different
parts of the same stato or community.®

Arthur Upshur, whose petition for a ferry fronchise
in 1824 had been refected by the Genoral Aszembly, was
a {iram supporter of the Braxbon petition. IHe was convinced
that another ferry was absolutely necessary for public
convenience, for the Floyd Perry had gradually dotoriorated
ginee the purchese of the Bowdoin Ferry rights, There had
been many complaints with respect to the evcommodeptions
of the ferry from King's Creoke Mr. Upshur stetesy
It is within ny Imovledge, that a great number
of persons havs sbsolutely refused %o oroszz on hisg
[Floyd1s] boats, in eonsegquence of the extensive
unoerteinty of their movenments, and the 1ittle
attention whieh is paid, %o the Comfort and
acoommodations of the passengers. UNot unfrequently
ten deyn elapne, without a meil froz Norfolk,
although we are entitled to twoe every weck. Indeed,
it hag been publicly stoted & ¢annot I belleve be
denledy thet one of the Packets is often diverted
from her proper employment, & used gs a lading
vesgel to Baltimore and other plmces, I decidly
sie think that the very worst condition of Bowdoin's
Ferry waggnot B0 bad ag the present ¢ondition of
Floydts,

Such eondition of the ¥loyd Ferry was the effeots of a

52 & xhiﬁ -

. 83s Arthur P, Upshur to Carter i, Braxton, November

24, 18524 Thia letter wag used as a supporting dooument o

the Braxton petition, (Filed with Nerthampton County Lege
islative Petitions ia the Archives of the Virginia State Library.)
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monopoly, W¥r, Upshur belleved, and he felt he exprossed
publiie sentiment in pupporting the Braxton petition,

¥r, Dunton, & Delegate, presented the Draxton
petition to the House on Decenber 17, 1&38.65 The Committee
of Roads and Internal Navigation took the petitien under
considerotion, Wre. Dunfon presented o remonstrance from
¥Willlem 8, ¥loyd %o the louse, Decenber &6, 1833, in
opposition to %hé Braxton y@titiauﬁﬁa

The remonsbtranee reveals thsat 4he Parker Ferry had
been discontinued becmuse there wesn't enough commerciel
trencactions between the Shore and the Lown across the Bay
to support the enterprise, Nr, Uhite's Ferry was required
to have only one boat a2nd 4o oroed the Bay from Accomack
ence a week, The Eloyﬁ_?&rry hed been gronted the right
| to make only two tripu o week aoross bhe Boy to Horfolk
and Hampbtony az most of the trede from the Shore was
betweon these two places. Floyd elsimed that m&ﬂy'peréaas
obteined free passego to NHorfolk by trading vessels, whioh
had reduced the ferry profits m grest a@ﬁlo$?

ﬁ%q Zbiﬂt '

60+ Journal of the House of Delepates of tho
Copponwealth of Virpinin, 1BoL-1855 Heonion (RichEond !
TIntea Oy LhomaS hitenie, 1838), Da 41.

68 Ibid., s 56,

67+ Remonstranee of william 3, Floyd to the Ceneral
Avsembly of Virginia, December 28, 1892,
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Even if the publioc demand required another feryy,
Mre. Braxton could not estadlish suoh from the lend purchasod
from leah Bowldoin, Febtor's wife, The dced mede botwoon
Peter Bowdoin nand John K. Floyd in 1@3&?3 had granted the
shore lend of the Hungars! Plantetion to Floyd and his
hedirs for two thousand years, with the stipulation that
nu ferry could be established from that shores 7The gite
~ where Mr. Braxton desired to eatablish his ferry was the
ﬁxaa§ §1aae mentioned in the deed. Willism &, Plowl
a@yziﬁeﬁ tHe Assembly of this deed snd supgentoed thet the
granting af'a ferry right to Carter Bravbon from HMungers
would be broaking the “obligation of a&gﬁr&eta;“ﬁg
| - On December &1, 1832, the fouse Committea of Roads
and Internel Havigation reported the ?lmyﬁ‘f@mﬁnstrﬁnea ng
reasonsble, and to be diseharged from further conniderstion
of the ramma&trmﬁa&, but the Brazton petition was 1o be
rejected. Bobh reguests Wﬂr@_l&iﬁ on the table of the Hbﬁﬁﬂga
| The expediency of emending an Act ostablishing a
f@rr?'frqm'ﬁnannoﬁkkwas brought to the attentlon of the

68 Cfs ante., p. 112,

69s Remonasirence of william 8. Floyd to the General
hsgenbly of Virginia, December 268, 1838, .

70, Journal of the House of Delemsteg of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, LOoa-Lo58 JC65L0d, Ds GL .




Cormittee of Roads nnd Internal Navigation Pebruary 8,
1&’53»73‘ The Committee presented a Bill to the Housze
cdncemiﬁ@g the Gnan@mk?gerry. whioch was passzed upon and
foremrded to the Senate, The Bill became a law Harch 5,
1803, |

The title of the Act was, “An Act to amend the Aot
entitled, 'sn Act establishing e ferry from Onancook Tovm,
in the coungg of iccomack to Norfolk, and for o thew
purposes. "  This Aet provided that all of the provisions
and regulstions as established for the Floyd Ferry, both
in the 1828 Act and the amg%ing Aot of 1832, wore to
apply to the Onanecck Ferry. This msmt that Sampel White
wo uld be required to keep two padkets and moke two trips
across the Bay a week, rather than the one feryy and ﬁhe
one trip agﬁrequimi by the 1832 Act, which granted him the
franchise, ,

In an edvertisement of the Summer schedule for the

71, Ivid., p. 158[180].
Inid., pp. 173,817,826,241,

surnal of tha Sonate af the Commamwenld
ze%mmv Feoslon (Kichmond: Prinsed y

Pre 171,1974 and the Acts Pnssed &
5. of the comamm th % R ""} oo,
ehmend: Frinted Thomne i’if’i&f}fﬁ.ﬁg 1835},

m&'

74 Acty Papsed by the Genersl Assembly, Ibid,.
75« Cf. nntos., pp. 105,127, 76, Cf. onte., pPs 125,
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Stearmbont Bichmond rumning between Horfolk and 014 Point
Comfort twice a day in May, 1833, there appoared the notice
of a contemplzated weekly run €0 Hungars on the Eastorn
‘ ﬁézmra.w This gervice to the Shore was begun in Juno of
1833, end the bont left Norfolk for Cherrystone rather
than Hungars et & o! clock Tuesday and Saturdsy mm%%n@s,
returning from the Shore et 1 P.Ns on the same day.
However, it is belleved thet this service was discontinued
by the end c:f the summer.

Samuel C. Wnlte hed been gronted pormission to
establish a ferry from the Lown ot Onancock %o Norlolk by
tmyt‘sﬁsmml Aspembly Janusry 81, 1%58,?%% the si'em?y had
not been put in operntion. HMr. Poulson, a Delegnts frm‘
Elizabeth City County, wos glven leave by the House §n
¥areh B, 1834, to bring in e ?3%%1 extending Mr. wWhite'stime
to _'gat his farrglin operation, The Bill paszsed the House

and the Senate, and ellowed Samuel White siy months from

o 77, Advertisement in The Norxfolk and Portmmouth
Hepald, May 20, 1633,

78. Ibld., June 19, 1633, 79, Of. anite, ps 185,

80, Journnl of the House of Delegates of tho
Commonwealth of Virginin, LBoo-l064 Session (Richnendl
Trinted by rhomas Titon Te, 1833), p. 241, )

8l. Ibid., Pp, 243,259,26855 and the Journsl of the
geunte of the Comnonwenlth of Virpg nia§ 183831854 Ceosion
(Richmondt Printed by John Warroek, 1803), pp. 216,218,




155

Maroh 12, 1834, to put hils ferry in opexmmm,% The bond
of five hundred dollars for keeping a ferry from the Shore
wae glven by Samuel White 4o the Northampton County Court
on February 24, 134, with Henry P. Parker as his security. |

Henry Pe P&rmr% had purchaged the Onangock Ferry
from White by 1835, and had reguested permissiom from the
General Assembly 40 meintain only one boat, since the
maintonence of two ferries wams foreing him to Tun the
boatas at o deficlt. A petition coniaining twenty-threeo
sighatures was submitted to the Assembly requesting the
chnnge in ownership. This petition vme &ntggﬁuwé in the
House by Mr, Drummond on December 15, 1835, 4 Bill »
prepared by the Committee of Bords znd Inbernal Impmvemnw??
permitting the ferry keaper to run one boat, was passed |

82, fots Passed ot 2 Ceneral Ascenbly of the
Commonwenl bt GF Vil inii, loSowlO04 S6LBIL.00 (RICHAcHa !
Printed by Thomab ditonle, 1634), pe 179

83, Agcomnek County Orders, 1832-1836, pe 257,

84, bi o5 Da 512, In a oourt held Moy 29, 1554,
Henry P. Perger was ordered to appesy in court o show
¢ause why the liconse granted to him to retell wines and
spirits should not be rescinded.

85, %ﬂtmm of Henxy P, Pm*ksr to the General
Agsenbly of Virginia, November, 1835,

‘ 88, Jowrnal of the Houso of Delesntes of the
omponwenith O Virginin, 1Bob-l005 bession LWlonanndl
AR y oanmel Shephérd, 1635), pe 26

87, Ibld., p. 42,




February 9, 1@3@?8 and entitled:

An Act furthey to smend the Ac¢t entitled, "An Act

to amend the Act, entitled, tin Aot esﬁaﬁiiahinr 8

ferry from Onancock Towm in the County of Accomack

to ¥orfolk, and for other purposes,¥n8d

e Parker, supposing the Act passed in February,

1836, to be o new Act rather then an amendment to the
original sct, canecelled his feorry bond on Hareoh 29, 1834,
This bond had beon given to the court by Semue) C. Widte,
upon offering the court a new bond, however, Farker wag
informed that he had relinguished all rights gronted by
the General Assembly to run a fﬁxgg from Onancock 40
Horfolic as the aspignee of White, In order to regaln his
ferry rights, he petitionod the Assembly on January E3;
1837, for permission to give 2 mew bond, which would
enﬁig%g hin to 81l the privileges granted by the provious

Avte

88, Ibid. B@w 45,58,54,68,100,118; and the 3
of the Sensic ot %hﬁ Cormomrealth of Vgr*inia‘ 1638w ias
”Eﬁsi&n {Wichwonat Frinted Dy John Werrooks 1036}, DDs 58,69¢

80« Acts of the Ceneral Acsenbls Virzinia,
Pupoed at the Dossion Of LOBG~1850 (K enﬁ§§a* ﬁriktaﬂ by

Thorase Eﬂfﬁ@hiﬂy 1&35), Pe E50,

Acoomack County Ordors, 1638-1836, p. 592,

91 Jaﬁrﬁﬁi of the Houee of Deleeates of the

[+ ol Trcinia, loobwifoy Sesaion HE“EZ%?&*

A X3 v Thomas nitohie, 16838), De 119§ and the Fetition
of ﬁ@nry’F, Parker to the Generni Assombly of Virginis,
Januayy 10, 1837,
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The pebition was sont to the Committes of Propositions
and Griwﬂmes; and an Act was passed March 31, 1837,
vhieh provided:
That the said Henry F. Porker, his heirs and
assigng, be restored to &ll benef Fits and privilegoen
af tho sgveral hota foresald; so,uiit o gugoy Suo
ggggggyng ﬁ?ﬁg mi&aquixsbmem as aforesaid ma baen
Before the General Assembly had passed the Act
restoring to ¥r. giarimr’ his rights, he s0ld t;ﬁe ferry to
Thomns Underhills A sand ber had formed across the moubth
of Onancock Creek, making it aifficult to maneuver the
salling vessels in and out of the oreek, and causing Parioer
to abandon the privilsge of runaning a ferry from the town
of Onancocks IMrs Underhill petitioned the Assemdly of
Virginis for ms privilege of keeplng one forry, which
wag bo run frad a slte on Pungoteague Creesk to Horfolls,
Portamouth, end Hompton, with the privilege of uelng an
additionel bont igﬁth@ proprictor mliw@ﬁ business demanded

guch an addition.

92, Journal of the iHouse, Ibid 180,883,303
52,540, 345, 594,515, Shge - Loires Zhides TP 150,882,303,

85, ;‘ww of the Genernl Assermbly of Viry %
18536-1837 Session m“ﬁ: Printed b%z Thomas R%ﬁﬁ%%

1@?)3 Pe 3.6*3&

B4s Potition of Thomas Underhill 4o the General
Assembly of Virginla, Mareh 17, 1837.

95, Ib Qﬁ«g
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¥r, Dayly, o Delegate from Accomnck, presented the
Underhill petition to the House Harch B3, 1837, and the
House ordersd that the pobition be r@ferggﬁ to the
Commdttee of Propositions ond Grisvances. As the request
had not been submitted to the Assenbly until late in the
sesglon, the Committee 414 nobt report the petition back
to the House,

- Thomas ﬁnﬂaﬁhill moved the ferry londing from
Onancook Creck to bis land on Pungotengue Creek in 1838,
and pobitioned the Assembly for the approval of this changos
He aloo requented permisclion from the Assembly to koep one
or more vessels as neoded. Seventeen eltizens of Accomaclk
stoted, "e..8ince he [Mr. Underhill] has owmed the line of
Yackets from this place o Horfolk he has glven genersl
satiofaction to Passensers arag&i&g the B&yg”gy,Thasﬁ
citizens recommended that the L&giﬁl&ﬁmré giva a favorable
conslderation o the Underhill petition.

The petition was submitted o the House on January
6, 1838, angﬁﬁant to the Commitiee of Fropositions and
Gricvances. Mr, Hill, o membor of the Committes, prosented

De B1by :

97, Fetition of Thomes Underhill to the Genersl
Asgembly of Virginias, October 21, 183%,

| 98, Journal of the Houne of Delesates of the
Commonueslbh of virpinin, 1098 Seesion (lilohmond 1 Trinted vy
dnoman sitehle, 1838}, pe 80, '

96, Journal of the House, op. oib, 1850~1037 Sessiom,
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a Bil1l to the House on January 18, 1838 authorizing a forry
from Pungoteague to Horfolk and other glacam% The Bill
pangsed t}ig{}ﬁ@m and the Senate and beceme a law February
¢, 1838,

The Act granted the proprietor of the ferry fron
Pungoteague all of the privileges and rights which had '1
been granted to other forry owners on the Shore and mt‘ the
some rates as were esteblished for the Floyd Fexrye. The
forry vos pammitteﬁvta go té~ﬂor£aikg Hampton, and York,
¥rs Underhill vas allowed six months to put bls ferry
in'np&ratiau. and on July 30, 1838, he gave bond ta the
.aahntg gourt for the keeping of his ferry anlggg@atvmﬁua

Creek, with Jemes B, Poulson ag his security,

The Underhill Ferry had searcely begun to opersnte

mg the steamboat running between Norfolk end Bsliinore

09, Ibiﬁig P. 58,

100, Ibld., pps 100,104,107 3.152J0u1 wl of the
umﬁﬂt& ﬁf tne ¢ Omnonwes 1% of Vir#ia 1n, 100 Geesion

¢ Printed by WarToek, 1648}, Dpe 50,51,53%
anﬂ *x:.lm ai,a of the Gemml Asem:z‘bi of Viycinie 1&""
session (Hickmonds Printed by i kamaas {itehie, 1838), pe 197,

101, Aotn of ﬁhe Genernl Ascenb 1 bil, DPs 15Ve
1523; snd the Emmmﬂ"uunﬁg Order Loc 23 \3@%{} a:@p.

%’m gﬁﬁﬂgﬁ is r%qﬁ%mﬁ%?t Iﬁiﬁ' ighgag ’}W
1:'#;- appeays that, 11:: was 8 mistake on the part mf’ the eourt,
as no' law hed beon passed ohanglng the smount of the mm
o be given to the county courts for the Chesapeake Boy

Ferriaes,
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hegan telxé%ka stops % Pungoltengue for passengers and
freights The service wsg continued until winter began
and then vms Qiscontinuedj but the ferry keeper at
Pungotengue had been deprived of aggﬁyroﬁﬁa whlch might
have been obtained for t¢his periods With the loss of
the summer profits and being forced to malntaln the ferrles
during the winter months, st which time there was very little
trade, #r, Underhill felt that he would be compelled to
diseontinue his ferry unless his rights as o ferry keeper
were ;;mteewd»mge petitioned the Assembly to grant hin
this protections

¥rs Bayly presented the Underhill petition to the

Agsonbly, and it was reforred to the Committoe of Koads and

102, Petition of Thomas Underhill to the General
Asgenbly of Virginie, Janusry 185, 18394 The Steamboat
Vireinds wos to stop ot Mathews Gourt liouse end lungotesgue
Tor passengers on April 15, 1838, Pasgsge fron Horfolk to
Pungoteague wes three dollars. This trip was probebly the
declding factor in establishing the regular stops on the
a%x.;m for the summer m%:%a of 18:5&. zﬁvaﬁiﬂczn@n» in Tho

oon and Norfoll and Portsmouth Dally sdyertificy

103, Adverticements in The mwi@gg Sﬁrcwa and mrx' 3@
and ?orts»mut& Drily Advertiser, AUgLET TE3E, Cohonar
13, i%:& y and December 21, 3,638 statess ”Eamagm
to mtham C:our‘b Housme and IPungotesgue ﬁecmma? County
Virginis, The Steam Packet Virginis vi1l leave as mwi for

i1l
the above places, tomorrow(Soturday) at 12 oY oclodk."

104, Petition of Thomas Underhill ¢o the General
Aosenbly of Virginila, Jonusry 15, 1859,
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Internal Hovigation on Jamuery 30, 1839, On a nmotion
made by M, VYatkine, & member of the Commlttee, the House
discharged the Committee of the Underhill petition and
3% vos laid on the table, therefore the proprietor of the
Pungoteague Ferry received no asalstancs from the
Ls&gmlmurﬁ%%

The 1819 ¥erry Act wos mnda& by an Act passed
January B, 1838, This smendment prohibited eny ferry
kecper of anothor State, within e distence of fwo miles |
or oppesite a ferry estnblished or thereafter to 'ém
established in Virginia, from talting passengors, horses,
or eny type of sarrisges froz the State without the oonsent
of the owner of the established ferry in Virginie. 4ny
violator of thism ammﬁmn’s would forfeit twenty dollare
Tor each effexmm Aalf of the recelpts {rom such violantion
were to go to the smmizggmamh for the nwx*ary fund, and
half 0 the Informer,

By 18359, the slevery question had become an Laportent
issue in politics and soeinl aircles throughoub the United
Stotes, The slavory issue had brought forth Jolm C. Calhoun,

105, Journal of the Housze of Dalemates of the
Conmonwealth OF %"Ir‘;é,iﬁffax €59 Gesslon (L %cz?ﬁamn'{?? Printed
oy Thamas Hitohle, 185Y9), Ps 60e

106 Iblde, D 178,

107, scts of the Cenoral Assembly, ODe Clle, 1635w
18356 Session, De 60« » SRe Cilies
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and his firm supporter Robert Y. Hayne, to defend the
logplity of slavery, while Daniel Webstor wes thelr ardent
opponents To prevent olaves from deserting and obteining
an essy passage across rivers tho Aszembly pasced an Act
prohibiting owners of ferries apnd bridges to allow slaves
ta erons ﬁaiggin water gourses without pmrmiﬁsian‘fram
their owner.

Before a slave eould eross a ferry or bridge which
separated Virginia from another State, he was required to
ﬁava a written permiselon signed by the owmer, overseer,
or ogent and verified by s Justice of the Peaes, Or the
eclerk af'ﬁhﬁ sounty or corporation gourt in vhich the
glave rosided. If any ferry keeper permitted a slave to
pase without the proper ayeﬁenﬁials,\h@ vwong desmed guillty
of falony and subjfect to confinement in a 5ail oy
panitenﬁ&&ry from two to five yoars, and 1isble 4o the
owmer of the glave for all damepes Emﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁ@gg

4 Ferry Act passed on Morch §; 1840, mede it unlawful
to establish two ferries within a half mile of cesh other,
and set the fine for illegal transportation of passengers
&t two hundred dollars. The two hundred dollersz was to go

108, _Aots of the Oenersl Agsembly of ¥irpd 139
session {%i&ﬁﬁ&ﬁf: Tnted by Samuel Shepherd, 1690), Ps 47,

109, Ib &ﬁn
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t0 the noarest ferry where the offense had ocourred. All
ferrinsge psld to & slave or servant of the 1llegal ferry
keeper wasz to go 4o the seid keoper) while s legally
ggtablished ferry proprictor could demnmnd the fﬂwiigga in
adyance of the trongportation over a water CouUrte.s

' The ferry proprietors, by 1840, had begun to feel tho
eiffects of the steambont eerviee between Horfolk and
Baltinmores With the gradual expension of the services, the
private ferry keepers were having a difficult task in
maintaining thelr ferrics on a profitsble vasis. The
Underhill petition had failed to cheok the stoambost
expansion in transporting passongers and froight Lo and
from the Shore, The conveniences of the steamers, and the
@xﬁﬁt@xvaﬁwtainﬁy of a quicker passape, was to prove its
advantogen an a fgrry by forcing obaolete enlling vessels

out of business.

, 1104 Agts of the Genersl Assembly of Virginia,
18391840 Sevsion (Richmonds irinted by gsmuel Shepherd,
. 1840}, DDe 5659, |




CHAPTER VI
THE SAILING PACKRTS BECOME ORSOLYTE

The two decades prior to the Civil war sow the
Underhill Ferry go out of existence, the establishment and
disecontinuance of two other ferries in Accomack County,
and the gradual ebandonment of the Floyd Ferry in Northampbon
Countys The privately owned ferries were forsed out of
buginess due to the superior services rondercd by the
steam packets runnlng to the Bhores

7illiem B. Floyd was trying to obtain thoe renowsl
of his ean%r&cﬁ to carry mall 4o and from the Shore in
January of 18&1,1an§ an February 8, 1841 he wrote to Kr.
George Te Yerby, & mﬁmh&r&af the House, Torvarding &
petition vith the letter. The potition contained twenty
signatures of prominent cltigens in Northempton, and
roquested the Assenbly to grant the proprietor of the
Floyd Ferry permission €0 run a steamboot across the Bay,
The pebitioner aid not desire any alterstion in the Aot
whleh granted him the privilege of malntaining ssiling
vessels, but desired to be st liberty in deoiding vhother

. de Willianm W. Thompson to [George T. Yerby/, Janue
25, 1841, ) ge T4 Yerhrl) i

. 2. Williom S, Floyd to George T. Yerby, February 8,
®
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he would use steom or saillng pao}mgs on dAifferent occaslons
in crossing to Norfolk and Hamptone

¥r., Yerby prescnted the Floyd potiticn to the House
February 13, 153&1;& A Bill was prepared by the Committeo
of Courts of Justice, and pasped the lbuse Hareh 17, 1&%2{;4
The Senaste poesed the Bill end it was mode effective as s
law lareh 18, 1%1.'3 The Aet provided thzt in the event
Willianm 8. Floyd purchased a steamboat he vos granted
permission to use the boat as a ferry, making one trip a
week acrose the Boye He was releascd from all flnes and
penaliies incurred by law for not running his packeta
agross the Boy twlee a ?&@ﬁ};’:g?

wWhother Floyd purchased s pteembont to0 use as a

mm is not lmown. However, the steomer 2%or begsn to

8¢ Pobtition of Willium 3. Floyd to ¢he Genoral
Asgombly of Virginia, Februwry 18, la4l,

4, Journal of the House of Delesaten of the
Commonwealth of Vi r’*"i'niﬁ? TE0=-1841 Copaion (Yﬁ'amﬁmﬁ*
Trinted by semuel snephord, 1840), p. 154,

S+ Ibide, PP 146,204,213, 216,218,

Tirs ) ¥i T"Eéasian cnisnamaﬁ. Ew&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ b *?Ehg
Tayi i@éﬂ), Pps 175,186, 1 4

7. hots of the Genoral Apsembly of Virpinis, 1840
1841 Sezsion (hichmond, Frinted by oamuel Shoplorcs 1861),

?cm



140
meke regular trips from i’%axi‘g}.ﬁ to Cherrystonge twice a
week beginning Mey 17, 1841. The Stor left Horfolk at 8 of
glock on the moraings of Mondey snd Friday for 014 Point,
dempbon and Cherrystone, Frelght was carried st reasonable
robos and ghe ferviasge to the Shore wes throe dollars per
pasgengers It it belleved thst thile sorvice wos diccontinued
after the summer months of 1841,

The Undorhill Ferry from Pungotesgue Oroel had been
discontinued by February, 1’343% Sixteen clitizens desiring
that a ferry be kept bebtween Accomaek County and Hoyfoll
pupported s petlition %o the isssenmbly on behell of ILowis

% Opead and Hothenlel Teopping, who roguested a Pranchize
to keep one ferrybonbs The ferry lsnding wss to be locabed
on the lends of John %. Hubtchinson, on Pungotcague Creel,
and the petitlicnors desired the some rights snd privileges
as granted to the Underhill 'ifem*yﬁm

The petition was acted upon favorably by the Goneral
Apperbly, =nd an fot of MHaroh 27, 1845 gmﬂ.ﬁaﬁ Jfax* the

Be AGvortisenment in The &mf’i{zﬁm Beagon and Horfollk
and Pertemouth Dailyv Advertifer, Wny i1, Iiéde

9. Ibid., The sdvertisement continues through
June 20, 16ZT. ‘

10, PFetition of Lewls 5. Snead and Natheniel
';gggim to the Genaral A: jqwﬁﬁly of Virginia, Februsyy 13,
[ ] .

11, Zhid.
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establishment of a ferry in Accomack caan§§ from the land
of John ¥, Hutchinson or Thomag Underhill, on the same
termp as the Underhill franchise had been granted. The
proprietors were required to keep only one packet in
congtant use, unless they desired to mainteln twon; or
unlens publialgﬁaaaé£%y} as determined by the county court,
dennnded twos

Bvidently lewls B8, 8nesd and Hathaniel Topping were
not successful as f@rry keepers. DSnead sold his forry
right to Laapiﬁg, ané.?aypiag transferrved all of the
rizhts ond privilezes ags granted by the Ceneral Assembly
in the Act of %@@ah'lﬁy 1843, to George O. Eappg Jnmes
He Harxrison, and John H, Chandler on January 24, l@é&.lﬁ

On the ﬁ&mﬁv&&y‘%hﬁﬁ Mappy Horrlson asd Chandler

12, The vwhart o called "Dock Point" on the
Mutchinson land, and wes locsted on the south slde of _
Punpotesgue cr@@k slightly east of "Underhill Creck®™ or
lap Kii& Gug 'ms it iy now calledy which i3 on the north
gide of I a%@agﬁe Creek. Clted in &ﬂawﬁ, o0s gite, Pe 55,

lﬁ& Journnl of the House of Delecates of Virsinis
18421845 Besgion %ﬁﬁﬁhmanéz FTARLEA 0Y Lomiel SNophoTi,
1842), Dpe 166,200,247,8248,2041 Journal of the Sencte of
the ﬁowmﬁnmaalﬁh af“viyg %ia 18483 Bid Havoion (Hiehmonc?
T5Inted by Laniel T ,.;mmﬁa“‘i 2}y DDe l%i 1957 snd the

eto of the General ﬁﬁﬁ, f Vireinin ﬁéﬁ»lﬁ%ﬁ Session
?”2 1 : Bhapher ﬁ Tﬁkﬁ}g Do Bk

Tiichnond: Frince
14, Stoatoment of Hathanlel Topping and Sarah A S,
Topping, Janusry 25, 1844,

15, Statement of Nathenlel Topning and Sarah 4. 8
Topping, Janunry 24, 1844, S
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purchased the Topping farry, they drew up o petition rew
guosting the Assembly to paas an Act granting them the
Topping ferry righta, The pestition included spixbeemn va
signatures of porsons approving of the new proprictors,

Cn January 20, 1844, the petition was forwarded to John 19
Be Allworth and wWm, He S« Custis, in Hiehmond, Virginia.
¥r. Allworth, & member of the Houso, was the vehemens
supparter of a Bill which transferred the Lerry rigg%a to
fhga, Harrison snd Chandler on February 15, 1844.

The Aot permitted the forry proprietors 4o keep
theiy packets at either the Hutehineon landing or the land
of Thomas Underhlill, whichever wes more comvenient to
Norfolk, Hempton and York. i, John Hotohinsonts landing
at "Dock Polint,* appears t6 have been the site chosen, and
he was grented an Ordinaryts licenge by ihe county courd
on  Yay 25, 1848, which was renewed until 3&@9&3 A poobion
of the Act pravi&@ﬁ that the ferry could pass to the

16, Puﬂitian of Goorge Se Napps Jenes He Herrison
and John He Chandler to the General Apsembly of ﬁ&rﬁmmia,
January 84, 1844,

i7. Ibid.

18, Joural ﬁf the House of Delegntes of Virsinde,
18431844 Sesuion (Wiehmondt Printed by fommel bhepherd, 1043),
pnq 146 8&,1&a,1@3 1973 and the acts of the ﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁl ﬁsﬁrrh%g

Virginda, 1845-1844 Sesoion (Tlokaonds T Orinton Gy Lomue
a E ?ﬁ 1844) ; Pe 75,

19. Mears, Oﬁﬁ oibtsy Pe 351 Jccomnek County Oxdors
184541848, Dps B {Tend Aocomack Tounty Uincrly LOaow
1651, pe 113,
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proprietors helrs and asgigng, or the helrs and aspigns of
either of the awners¢ga On June £4, 1844, o bond was glven
4o the county court for the keeping of the Pungotoague
forry by HapDp, Chanler, end Herrison with John B, Gnith
ns thelr security. ) | A

An Act conceraning ferry rates was passed Lareh §

1846, which gave the county courts the power to reduss
ferriage on appliecation of any person asaa%rﬂéég ié’ﬁh@
gepe mammer as the court had been granted the au%ﬁﬂf&ty
te increase rates, Any person aggriéwﬂ ﬁy' the m:”mc%t;imz
of fvrmy rates nauld appenl to the ﬁuyariam Gourt in their
‘rﬁép cotive sounty. ?ﬁ& Terry kman@r must be ﬁuﬁmsn&a Lo
- atiend the ﬁéxﬁ session of court ﬁmd ghow couse why any
'reﬁmetiaa in ferry rotes should not be m%%&,b&fﬂrﬁ'§h§
gourt could sctuslly make the reductions |

. In the apring of 1846, the stesmer Thomas Xéffﬁrgmg

began to make regular stops at 014 Point, Cherwysbone,
~ : £17%

ad

Pungoteague, and whitehaven, on its runs to Baltimore,

20, Aots of Lhe Gonoral Assaohly, 100 cdb.
Gounty Orders, lO42-104%, p. 460,

2ls geomnok
PRe Aotn af ﬁhﬁ gﬁne % Azpepbly of Viveinda
1845-1846 Session rinted DY Ll onopuexd,

18&{5} ¥ yﬁ E#

23, ravertisement in The Amerdean Bescon ond
and Fortsmouth Daily Advertider, Tay 20, AG4t %ﬁﬁﬂx@ﬂ
:i “Iy :u&»r’ Em¢
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The boat left Southgnte's Wharf in morfolk on Vedneaday
morning at 8 of clock and departed from Beltimore on
Bonday morning ot 6 o' cloock) stopplng at the above pleaces
gt‘:}im to Balticore and on the return trip 4o Horfdolks The
pasgage from zzagmm to Cherrystone wag $2.88, and 53.00
to Pungotesgue, Henls were included in the pausage. The
sstmmhggt alse transported frelszht to the Shore gt modernte
texms. This service appears to have beon for the summer
monthe only.

On Hay 26, 1847, the steamer Osiriy began malcdng
tripe to the Bastern Shore of Virginis every Monday and
?riﬁayfg The boat lefd Wright¥s Wherf st 8 o' clock, stopped
st Porismouth, Humpton, end 0ld Folnt godng and returning,
to land or take g‘z% passengors, and returned from the Shore
an the seme days 4 chengs wag mode in the schedule of
the Osiris to the Ghore on August 2, 1847, After thia date
the stezm:eg went to Cherrystone @mry Tuesday and Priday of
pacgh weoks This service wss not discontinued after the
sunmner months of 1847, bul the regular pohedule wag malintained
throughout the winw,r?ﬁ Hepairs woere made %o the ﬁgiﬁg in

84, Ibid. | 28, Zbld.
28. Ibid., May 26, 1847, 2%7. Ibid.
28, Ibid., August 2, 1847, 29, Ibid.
80, Ibid., January 1, 1848 through April 14, 1848,



151

31
March, 1848, end the stemmer continued to cross §§@ Bay

every Tuesday and ﬁriﬁay'until Hovember 13, 1&%8¢‘ A
new stesmer, the Coffee, replaced the Oulris on Hovembey
14, 1848, and continued to moke réﬁﬁégﬁ tripo to the
Eastern Shore through June 86; 1853,

The Coffee wos advertised for cale with sli its
rights and privileges in Mayoh, 1853, The advertlcenent
nbatedt

- The Bteemey Coffee, with her valuable nmail contracts
for service betWoen Hamptom, 01d Point snd Mastern
Shore, Virginia 411 July 1855, including-wharves,
leascsy privileges and interest of overy kind

belonging to the sompany is for sale,

The Boat is nearly new apnd hes juet been pub in
complote order for the summery travel. TFor epoed,
eomfort snd economy In running, the Coffee will
favorably compare with any steamer ¢T bor clans
in the country. She is 143 foet long, 208 bons,
Custom House measure, bullt of oak, cedsr, hears
pine and locusgt, and fs in first rate condition,

To eloge up the eoneern she will be s0ld chesp

and on accormodating torma.S
The steamer was evidently purehased by some other conoern
for its services wore eaatinuaéggaﬁii‘reylaceé by the

¥illiom gelden on June 27, 1883, This service wms not

51, Ibid., Mereh 20, 1848,

38, Ibid,, Hovember 14, 1848,

85s Ibid., asdvertisements of servise to the Shore
runs Lrom Novembor 14, 1848 through april 11, 1855, =nd
sune 3’7; 1855, :

:’36' Ibid, Y June g?‘ m%o
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perforned by the Baltinore steamey, dbut by o diffarent
line going to the Zastorn Shore of Virzginie on Tucodeye
and Fridays, to Hathews County on Wednesdays snd Daturdays,
and on Mondays snd Thursdays to 01d Polnt and Hampbton
twiece &aily%ﬁ

An advertisemont in the Baltinsore tun during the

spurmor of 1049, stated that the Iueh Jenkins wne running
to ¥nitehaven, Moryland, and Pungoteague, Viecgisnias The
stoomer left Baltimors every fridey at & a. me and
departed Pungoteague ﬁgyﬁ Rele On Saturday, Loking
paspengers and fmigh% Ia 1880, the steaner

Mamgaouth

appears 40 have been sailing weekly from Baltlmore o3
essPUNgOLEAEUO, Accomack Counbty, Bast River, Mathews
County, Yorktown, Gloucecter Polnt, snd all Antermeds
jate landlngs on the York Rlver es far up ag
Valkerton, Eing end Gueen County, Vireinin,o8

The Monmouth returned to Daltimore by the sa;e Youte; this

5]

sorvice was in operation until 1854,

$6. Ibid., May 17, 1858,

3%, Jomes T. Mears, "The Bastern Shore of Virginis
in the Hineteonth and Twentieth Centuriecs,” The lasbe
Shore of i‘%rﬁsmﬁ and Virginie, ed. by Charl@s H, Clark
{Hcw Yorky Lewls Historical Fublishing Company, InCa,
al@’éﬁ}, 11, bed,

88 Ibld.; and John Bergesnt Hise, The ¥nd of An
BEra (Boston: Houghton, MLLTlin and b%}ﬁ:&}, LO0T o Es’? W

39« ‘Mears, Ibld. Citing advertisements in the
Daltinore Sun for yoars of 1868, 1653, and 1884,




The eaﬁg_mf(Virﬁinia_fmr 1849 ptates:

Perries shall sontinue as heretofors entabllshed
from the Counties of Actconack and ﬂggﬁh@wﬁtaw to tho
Towns of Norfolk, Hempton and Yorlk,*

The Bastern Shore ferry keepers were reguirsd by the Code
to give bond in the mum of five hundred dollays to the
gounty eourt for the keoplng of thelr ferries. If the
proprietor fuiled to glve such bdond after s uoblee hnd boen
posted by the court nesy the ferry landing, he wes to be
fined fifty dollars, and tem,&azlar@ for esch months further
doloaye. The estoblished rates In 1849 vare: ten dolisrs fov
& coachy wWegon or charict, flve dollers for o {wo vhacloed
ehaise or chaly, three doliars for a a horgse, one deliay
ond A hall for o ohild or servant, wnd all obher Qﬁrzama
three &allars«él

A change in the swmmer sehedule for the ¥illiem
Selden shows that on June 86, 1854, the ﬁteamem started
making gbops at Pungotespue every Tuesdoy, wﬁilﬂ it
eoenbinued izg rogular runs to Cherrystons overy Tuosdey
and Fridaye. The Baltimore and Vest Point Lines weze
running the spenmer Gladistor from Beltimore to Dungoteague,

40 Cﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ' Virginin, 1849 (Richmond: @rzn*@d 1P
Willlam wiﬁeﬁx TE48T, Do OOl ) d

41e Ibides De 552

43, Adverbisoment in The AﬂwriaanVﬁea@aﬂ« zind Daily
gommerelal Advertiser, June £I, 1504,
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East, North, York and Mattaponi Rivers during 1855 and
3.85&?3 In ¥ay, 1866, the steamor Bixd mnds conneotions
with the Gladistor et Yorktown, in transporting passengers
from Norfolk %o Hm&aiswm?:% The Sca Blrd departed Dorfolk
every Thursday morning at € o' glock, btrensported paogenyors
$o the Gladiator at Yorktown, whieh arrived at Punpotengue
at four in the aftornoon, ;mmm to Rorfoll wre
recoived at Pungotesgue by the CGladistor overy Yuesday.
The ferrispge wns three dollars bebween Norfollk and
Pungotesgue,

.~ The stesmer Coffee replaged the ¥illiam Sciden on
April 21, 1888, in meking regulsr trips %0 tho Shore cvery
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from E!arxalkfﬁ The bost

depsrsed Horfolk at 7 a.m., stopped ab Portououih, Hemphon,
and 01d Peint amﬂrﬁ; both golng to and returning fron
the Shore, to land or receive z;&smwgsma On Tuosiays
éz;ﬁ Saturdays the Coffos went to Mathews aoun%y%?

 The Coffee continued to moke ﬁham regular trips

t0 the Enstern Shore three times s week until the spring

o 43, Mears, "The Eastern Bhore of Virginia in the
Nincteenth and Twentleth Centurles,® on. elt,, IL, HO4-H0U,
Cliting edvertisemcnte in the Baltinor® Lubi.

44, Advortisement in The Southern Arpus(lorfoli,
virginia), ¥ay 8, 1858, - -

45, Ibid, : 46, Ibid., April 15, 1956,
47+ Ibide |
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48
of 1860, The steamer Northompton was chnriered June 1,
1860, to meke regular trips to the Shore on konday,

@@e&nasﬁig and Friday of ¢ach waeek for June, July and

Auguste. This service was evidently continued by the
Horthampton until the beginning of the war in 188L, an can
b asg;é by the winter schedule sdvertised in Zhe

2

iotcbhg 3¢

ARENS .
Paspage could be obtained on the Horbthompbton from

Cherrystone to all stops mede by the York River, Jomnes
River, or Vest Point Lines, and the fare to Richuond was
88.50, Through tickets from Norfoll to Drumpmondtown,

runpgotengue, Bellbaven, Frankbtown, and ﬁ‘amzsmwm e
s0ld aboard the steamer Horthemtpon, which connected
regularly at Cheorrystons with the Jarvis® Lines of sioges
running to all of the above named places on the Bestorn
Shore, The yates from Horfolk {:a thoee places wores
Drnmondtown §6.50, Pungoteague Mtﬁsﬁ,s%anmwn $5050,
Franktown $3.50, and Johnsontown $2.75.

The Code of Virginis for 1860 states that all
Terries proviously established by law from Accgocmnck and

48, Ibid., Mareh 30, 1880,

49, Ibid., June 1, 1860,

50, Ibid., October 12, 1860,

51, Ibid., October 12, 1860 through Decczber 22, 1660
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Horthanpbon were to continue with the sene ratoes and
ragnlaﬁi@nﬁfa However,; 1t appoars that the prlvately owned
eailing paokets had ell been forced out of existence by
the steanboat service which had continuously comnected the
Shore with Norfolk for more than thirteen yoars,

Thie porlod of twenty years brought grest ohanges
in the ferry syﬁtama from the Eastern Bhore of Vir*imia¢
The stemmboats had proven thelr efflciency and sdventoses
over the ealling v@msela¢ Hon no longer depended on the
wind to meneuver his boats, but ecould, with the vower of
steoon, now ply acromr the FPay with ease. The lormation

oe bo

1*"

of steamboat compenies had forged private entornz
abandon the ferry business,. The advaniages these companies
gffered for public convenlence were grester than those
afforded by the salling packets, The ferry sorvices %o the
?@niﬁsula I inﬁﬂrruﬂt@d by the war, and by the latter
pord of 18681 the Shore was again iaal&%cd from the reost

of Virginia,

52s Goda of Vireinin 1569(313&&&“&« Printed b
Ritchle, Buanﬁvmnﬁ“énﬁ %amgang 1&50}, PPe BTIG?34 v
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