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INTRODUCTION

The literary interest in astrology, which had been gredually
increasing during the fourteenth century in pngland, culminsted in the
works of Gooffroy Chancer and John Gowere It is not eurpriaing that
theso two poats have used astrology very exteneively in writing storles
for their medioval sudiences since the aversge man in the niddle Ages bee
lieved that his 1ife depended upon the iafluences of tho seven planets
in their various positions in the zodiace It is the purpose of this the-
sis to present a comparison of the uses of astrological matorial in the
works of Geoffroy Chaucer and John Goware. JIo this comparison it will be
necessary to divide this thosis into six parts in which passages from
their works will be presented =s evidence of ﬁ:e ways in vhich they have
used sstrology in writing for their medioval audience. It will be neces-
sary to refer to some paossagos more than once. In the first part a com~
perison will be made of the porsoml bgliefs of Chaucor and Gower concerne
ing astrologye In the eecond part a compariecn will be made of the ways
in which these two poets have used estrological infiuoncos as motivating
forces in their storisse In the third part a comparison will be made of
the ways in which Chaucer and Gower have used astrological matorial im

describing thoir characters and explaining their actions. It is the pur=
b §



poso of the fourth part t o compare the powers and influences of the
various planots ns they are presented by Chaucer and Gowere. In the
fifth part 2 comparison will be mado of tho distinction in theory and
praciice between astrology anl aetronomy ms they are presented in the
works of Chaucer snd Gowere In the sixth part, an effort will bo made
to determine whothor or not Cheucer and Gower confusod the scvon planets

with the anclent doities of the same names.



CHAFTER X

Chaucer’s curiosity end extensive learning in ihe sciences
gtand out in striking contranst to thoge of Gowere It is not merely that
th: extent of Chaucer's ‘knowledge ie much greator. | It is clear that
Chaucer had studied the seiences until ‘he had be&we st homo with thea
and wag capable of thinking in torms of them. In chaucer, tho stuff of
aéfroloar ig woven into tha fabric of lﬂu }ator:lee. In writing for hig
modieval audience, Chaucer found it necdaaai;v %o discard wuch of the
ancient mythologieal machinery and to substitute as a motivating force
that formative end impelling influence of the stars in which his age be=
lievede In order to substitute such a mdtivating force for tha final
stoges of actiong Cheucer han skillfully gone sbout transferring the
power of the arcient gods of hia sourcea to the astrological plencts

of the same maol

le 7ele Curry, Chaucer and tho Yedineval Sclences. How
Yorks Oxford Universily Press,1926, ppe1i9-120.

To thinkers of the uiddle Ages, myths about tho nncient gods
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were morely figments of ‘the poetie imagination or creations of the philo-
sepkic mind put forward to expreas an esoteric maaning. As oarly as the
twelfih century Albaéi.eua, philosophug, arrunges the gods whose parsons
he is describing in their astrological order end iudicates that they are
to be considered as plonots and not as godse He eays, for example, that
“Venus holds the £ifth placs smong ths planets, and on that account sho
in described £iftly.="

2o Ibide, ppe 149-150.

It 1a difficult %o generalize concerning Chaucer’s bellef in
estrology from the evidence furnished by tho scattered passages in his
telocgse This can bo plainly seen in comnection with his beliefs regard-
ing judiciasl astrology and astrological magice The two maim branches of
Judicial netrology are called “genethlimcal® and “ioary”. Genethlimcal
astrolozy has reforence to the determination of a vﬁqréén's character and
fortunes from the poeitiong of tho heoavenly bodioes at the moment ot his
birth, Hoary astrology is the art of choosing suitmble timoe for inme
portant undertakingse Thip choice or *election” depends primarily upon
the situatiom st birth, called the root, and consiats in finding a time
when the colestial bodies dominating the birth ehall be in a favorable

situation for the. particular undertaking coutm:aplzﬂsa:l..3

3¢ Jeiie Hanly, ede, Chaucer's Cantorbury Tales. How Yorks
Honry Holt and Company, 1928, ppe 140«14l.




The wife of Bath ascribes hor amorous disposition to her

horoscopes
Hyn ascendant was Tour, and j¥ars therinne-g

Hyperanestra derived her besuty end her charscter from Yenus and Jupie
ter and oved hor doath in prison to saturn. Criseyde, lamonting her
fated departure from Troy, accuses the "corsed constallacicun” under
which she was borme The asirological system of "slections” is sl8o
taken }for grantede In the "Squire's Tale” the lusty children of Yenus
dance wvhen that planet is in hor exaltations Troilus spoeds well in
love because Venus 1s in hor geventh house. FPandarug chooses a moment
.for dolivering a message to Crisoyde vhon the moon is "in good plyt.+
The nisfortunes of Constance in the *ian of Inu.'s Tale™ are partly due
to the fact that the voyage was undertaken under an "infortunat as-
cendgnt.” Chaucer*s characters hold such gpinions on tl.e subject of
magic as might be expocted of medieval folk., The Parson denounces geo-
mancy and divination with the usual orthodox vehomence, although he is
willing to moderate his condemnation in the cass of modicinal charms, if
they really accomplish curess Chaucer's Franklin is likewlise eareful to
guard himsolf sgainst the possible charge that ho would countenance oc-
cult practices. 1In commenting upon the astrological magic of the Orleans

Clerk, he seéka ghelter under the orthodox doctrines of the Hother churchs.

4. *®The ife of Bath's prologue,” The Complote Torks of
Geoffrey Chsucer, ede by F.l. Robinson. Now
Yorks Houghton #ifflin Company,1933, p«98,line
613»

Se T.0. TUodel, The pedinoval Attitude Toward sstrology
Partlcularly in Pngland. Now Havens Yalo Unie
vorsity Prees, 19205 ppe. 148-150.




Although, in the persons of the Parson and Franklin, Chau-
cer deferred to ecclesiastical hostility toward magic, he accopts a mode-
rate judiciasl astrology, and fho system of ~olaections,” without protest.
In turning to the "Treatise On The Astrolabe,” wo find him holding a view
regarding astrology in practice that is ultra-conservative. However, he
rotains certain astrological doctrines which had become insoparable from
astronomical sciencee Ho adopts such notions ao the charactoriatlice of -
the signs of the zodiac, the correspondonce between tho constellations
and the parts of the human body, and the rule of the planots over the days
and hours. Chaucer tells us in the prologue to his *Treatise on The As-
trolobe” that the work, whon comploted, would include tables of astrologi-
cal housos, of the "dignities" of planets, and other "usoful thingesg.=
All these admissions are more than offset by an outright condemnntion of
Judicial estrology 5.%301!.6 After discussing ascendants in goneral, and
the various "aspects™ which render the lord of the ascendant favorable or
unfavorable, Chaucer exclaimas

Ratheless, thise hoen observauncez of indicial

matiere and rytes of payens, in which my spirit

no hath no foeith, ne no knowing of her horoscopm.v

6. n)id.’ pp. 150-151.

e "4 Treatise on the Astrolabe,” Robinson, op.cit.,
Pe 648, lines 62-65.

Judging from the references to astrology spart from those in
his "Troatise on tho Astrolabo,™ Chaucer subecribed to all the doctrines

of science as it was tought in his day. Judicinl astrology, in so far
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at least as it undertook to dofine the individual*s inclimations accord=
‘ 8
ing to the configuration of the stars at birth, is novhere condemede

8. wedel, Ope Cite, pe 149

John Gowor's use of astrology is very euperficinle It is in
his formal troatment of the various sciences rather than in his gtories
that we must look‘ for his astrology. The fullgat stgtement of gowar's
astrological feith and practical knowlodge is found in the -deseription of
the education of Alexandef in tfm sovonth book of tho “Confosnio amantig.e

The Inform=tion in this diecussion may bs consldersd undor four headss
Planets, signs, the fifteen stars, and the authors who wrote about ue-
tronanye. He tokes each of the seven plaqeta in its correct Ptolemaic
order and deecribes its wverious chamcteriaiica and influences upon the
affairs of mans He nlso mentions the particular rogion of the world which
is dominated by the planets The planet Jupiter is describedvin the follow-
ing lines:

The eexte Flanote of the soveno,
Stant Jupiter the delicat,

Thich causeth pes and no debate
For ho is clepid that Flanete
vwhich of his kinde softe end swete
Attempreth al that to him longethy
ind vhom this planete underfongath
To stonde upon his regiment,

He schal be meke and pacient

And fortunat to Marchandie

And lucti to delicacilae

In overy thing which he schal doe
Thie Jupiter is cause nlso

Of the scienco of lyhte workes,
And in this wiso tellen clerkes



He is the Flsnote of delices.

Bot in Ezipte of his officee

He rogneth most in specials

For ther be lustes overal

Of al that to this lif befnlleths
For ther no stormy weder falleth,
¥hich myhte griove man or boste,
And ek lond ia 23 henasste

That it is plentevous and plein,
Thar ig non ydel ground in veing
And upon such felicite
Stant Jupiter in his dogre.g

9« 0.C. Hacaulay, ede., The Cmglete Zorks of John gowor,
Oxford: Clarendon Proes, 1901, Vols 35 Peibly
Book VII, linos 679-684e

The description of Sagittarius may be taken as typical of
the entire pnssage in which ho desoribtes the signa of ths zodiace

The nynthe signe in nombre also,
¥hich folweth after Scorpio,

In cleped Sagittarius,

The whos figure is marked thus,

A mongtre with a bowe on hondes

On whom that gendrl sterres stonds,
Thilke eighte of whiche I spak tofors,
The wvhiche upon the tail ben bare
Of 3corpic, the hoved al falre
Bespraeden of the Sagittaires

And eighte of othre stonden evene
Upon hip wombe, and othre sevene
Ther stonde upon his tail behindee
And ho 45 hot and draie of kindes
To Jupiter his hous is frae

Bot to ifercurie in his degre,

For thei ben noght of on assont,
He worcheth gret empeiremonts

This Signe hath of his preprete

4 monthse, which of duste

Aftor the segoun that befalleth

- The plow8d oxe in wynier stallethj
And fyr into the holle he bringeth,
And thilke drinke of which men singeth,
He tornsth must into the wynj
Thanne is the larder of the swyns



That iz Novembre which I meone, 10
Fhan that the lef hath lost his groone.

10e Ibide, vole 3, p. 264, Book VII, lines 1140-1168.

In iheso linos Gowor tolls us the shape of Szgittariug, the
nunber of stars in oach of three subdivisions of the sign, and the "quali-
ty* of the gign. Ho slso tells ue that Sagittarius is the house of Jupi-

tar and that tho month over which the sign rulea is Novembere

After this unusual treatment of the zodime, he next deassribes
the "fifteon stars." Although he was aware of the fact that this material
belonged to the realm of natural magic, he includes it in vhat Alexander
lerrned of astrological lores "Some have said that there is no herb om
earth, which has not a eter in the skys which ie concormed for it and
ceuses it to gm-“n Gowsvor, howover, nowhere gives an explsnation of
the efficacy of these stars, stones, and herbs nor 01; the means by which

they become efficacicusne

1le Goorge G Fox, The Yodineval sciences In The works of
_John Gower. " Princeton: Princeton U Unliversity
P!'GBB. 1931. PPe B0=Ble

Gower concludes his discussion of ths astrological education
of Alexander with a 1list of authorities on astrologye ToO his previous
citztions of Ptolsmy, the Almagest, Albumezor, and Herhes he adds Himrod,

Araches Alfraganusy Gobuzy Alpetragus, Abmham,v and osase

According to Fox, Gower was not acquainted with tho authors



whom he lists. He gives several renvona for this opinion. Thess are
suthors of difficult and technical works on mastronomy. Only a man with
a koen interest in aptirology could wade through them. Any possecsing
such an interest would mover have turned cut as puerile a performance

as the asirological porticn of the education of Alexandere The works
of eome, or all, of those writers may have passed through Gower*s hands,
but it 1s not likely that ho had mastered theme Gower's mind was not
deaply affected by astrological theory. On the contrary, it is falrly
cortain that his acquaintance with astrology was of a suporficial and un-

important mriety.lz

124 Ibid., pe 836

Although Gowor's principal treatment of aotrology is contained
in his doscription of the education of Alexander, he also mokesg use of his
knowledge of astrology in the tale of Nectanabus, HNectanabus was primari-
ly = magician, but because eastrology was so closely associntod with magic,
the story must be considored here in regard to its astrologicel dotails in
order to get a complaete picture of Gower’s astrological loree The first
indicntion that Hectanabus is an astrologer as woll as a sorceror appesrs

in his vieit to queen Olympiase



Sche ssnde for him, and he com,
fith him his estollabre he nom,
¥hich was of fin gold precicuse
%ith pointz and cercles morveilous;

13« Hacauley, @.ﬁc Pe 218, Book VI, lines 1889-1892.

Rectanabus also t&es with him an illustrated book describe
ing the stars and entertains Olympias with a lecture on setronomy until
the opportunity cm& to speak of more personal matters. An astrologle-
cal interrogation is made on the proediction that Olympias will bear a
child to the God Ammon. According to Gower, Nectenabus protends to re-
coive this information while worshipping the God in his temple in Egypi.
¥hen Nectanabus goos home, he makes & wax image of queen Olyunplas ond
places it on a beds Ho anoints it with certain herbs and by moans of ine
cantations causes the queen {0 dream of tho entrance of Ammon into her
bede Gower reproduces these features and emkes thig additions

He loketh his equaclons

And ek the constellaclons

He loketh the conjuctions

He loketh the recepclons,

Hiis signe, his houre, his ascendent,
And drowth fortune of his assent.l%

4. Ibide, pe 220, Book VI, lines 1959-1964.

211 Nectansbus hap done 1s to consult the stars as to the fa-
vorablenogse of the tinme for hip undertnking. Having found the favorable
time, he anoints the image and begins to conjure. Those are the emplaoy~

ments of ordinary magic. The doception of the queen and her justifica-
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tion before the king and courtiers ars all accomplished by this magic art.
Ae the queen lies in childbed, Nectanabus ccans the heavens. He prevents
the delivory of the child, saying the first time that a child born in that
configuration of stars would be half man and holf chicken. The mement fi-
nally arrives Qhen ths pbaiti‘onkof tfxe sﬁrs promisoa a mighty emperor, and
Hectanabus allows the suffering Olympies to give birth to Alexander the
Grante Gower explains the aetrology in the following linssa:

Noctenabus, in privete

The timoe of his pativite

Upon the congtellscion

Awnitoth, the relacion

Uakth to the quseene hou sche schal do,
And every hours spointed so,

That no mynut thereof was lorece

5o that in due time is hnrgs

This childye ¢ o ¢ o s ¢ »

15+ Ibide, pe 22T, Book VI, lines 2251-2259s

The death of Nectansbus is of extreme interest in reference to
Gowor's attitude toward mstrology. As far as it is known, gower was ac~

quaintod with two versions of the story: the Roman de toute Chevalerie

arnd tho Latin Historia Alexandri de Preliis. In both the fomam and the

Higtoria Alexander pushes Hectanabus from the tover in oxasperation for
his protension to knowledge. This is the featurs which Gowor selects for
asplification. The facts of the story furnish material for moralizing on
the inevltabliity of one's dostiny as ropresented in one's horoscope. In
the listoria, Nectanabus is aware of his approaching deome =Ny fatesa

threaten mo with approaching doath at the hands of my son,” he exclaimss
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The attitude of Gower is not one of admiraticn for the oternal order of
the univorse, but one of condemmation of Hootanebus for his megical prace
tices. A wore sympathetic nature, either toc Hectanabus or to astrology,
would say that he had a great deal of “"knowleching® about himself and his
degiiny, but Gower does not conceive Hectanabus'e death os part of & casu-
al series over which hs had no controle On the contrary, it is the Just

pun:shment for a life uloapsnt.m

16e Foxy Opecite; pps 86=-B7.

In a long passage in the ¥irour de*l Oome, Cower expressly re-
Joectn astrological theory snd asserts the dependence of all nature on tﬁa
conduct of man, fHature is examined and acquitted of sll rosponsibility
for man's miefortune, and the celestisl bodies are included in the review.
~ Believers in mstrology like Albertus dagnus end Thomas squinas did not de-
ny free will to men, They were at great peins to sxplain that the two bee
liofe wore conpatible, and thciinx‘—fi‘je‘xplnnntions are in sccord with their one
tology and psychologye GUhen Gower atiompts to vindicate free will, how=
ever, he does it by argumente that are anti-setrologlicai 2sad uon~scienti=
fice Ho insiste upon the purely obvious influence of colestial Lodies and
tacitly denies the occult emanation upon which all astrology is basede
Gower gives his most comprehensive expression of astrological doctrine in

the follewing lines:
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Bsnethe upon this Erthe hisre
Of ®lle thinges the natiore,
Ae tollen ous thei ben lerned,
Of thing above it atant governed,
That is to soin of the Planets,

The choles bothe and ek the heles,
The chances of the world also,

That ve fortune clepen so,

Among the monnee nacion

Al is thurth constellaclon,

Yherof that som man hath the wele,
And sow man hath descsss fele

In love ele wel as othre thingess
The stat of realmee and of kinges

In tize of pes, in time of sorre

It is conceived of the sterreg

And thus soith the maturiun

¥hich ic an astronomion

Bet the divin seith otherwise,

That if mon woren goode and wise

knd pleasont unto the godhede,

Thel scholden noght the gterreos dredoj
For o man, if hin wel befalle,

Is moro emrth thsn ben thei alle
Towardes him that woldeth al.

Bot yit the lawe originml,

%hich he hath set in the natures,
Mot worchen in the creatures, ‘
That therof zal be non obstacle,

Bot if it stonde upon miracle 17
Thurgh preiere of som holy man.

17. Nacauley, opscit., pps 250-351, Book VII, linos 633-~663.

These lines conicin ms sirong o caee for astrology as tlower
cen mekee He introduces a discussion.of the science. The case he actunle
ly pute ig thiss astronomers say that all sublunary mature is governed by
the stars; priests say otherwise. He doeg not taks sides but contents hime
eolf with esnying th:t men {s possessed of a body which operates in accord-

ancs with the *law original.” The source of this law is not the stars but
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Gede In other passages in the Hircur de*l Omme, Gower takes sides strong-

ly with the Divine-w

18 Fox, 22._(3_’_.&-, Pe 93e

There are soms atriking a!,milaritiaev in the perczonal beliefs
of Chaucer and Gower concorning sstrologye Although Chaucer’s knowledge
of agtrology 1s cuch greater ihen Gower's, both of them accept & moderate
Judicial astrology ﬁnd the gysten of "elections™ as 8 basis for their
storfogse Thoy also take pides with the acclegiestical suthority in their
hogtility toward the practice of magic. thile these two poets do use ju-
dicie) astrelogy in eheping the fortunes of their characters, thoy leave
the final outcome Yo the grace of Gode Although those men reject asirolo-
gy in varicuz passages of tholr works, if can be gaid that their interast
and \bauef in astrology represent the generai attitude of the educatoed men
of the itiddle Ages toward astrologye



CHAPTER XIT

Chaucer mekes use of the influences of astrology es a meoti-
vating foree im hie storics much more frequently than does (ower. %hoe
characters in Chaucerts ptorles scok to understand theoir miefortunes or
to justify their conduct by tracing ihem back to the determinations of
the heavens at their birthe Chsucer uses the suppossd influences of the
plenots Mare and Saturn in the “Knight*s Tele.” Tho real conflict be-
hind the surfrce action of the story is a conflict between these two plan-
etse The kinge lycurgus snd Pmetreus are, respectively, Saturaslisn and
Yartian figures who arge introduced to champion the causes of the hereces.
Nenr the beginning of tho story Cheucer indicates that there may be a
planetary 1nf1ueneo §§ﬁ£ing.heh1nd the miaofortunos of the heroes. ala-
non hag Just basn stung to the hesrt by tlie.sight o "frosghe pmelye" walke
ing in the garden outgide of the prizon wails, 2nd has cried out in paing
whereupon hic fellos prisoner, Arcite, not yet knowlng the source of the
troubls, udviégs_him»ta be pationt becaus2 a wicked planet is caueing their

misfortune. He says that complaining will not help the situation.

14



15

For CGoddes love, tak al in pacience

Gur prisoun, for it may non other beg

Fortune hoth yoven ue thisc adversitee.

Som wikke agpect or disposicioun

0f Saturne, by sum constellacioun

fiath yeven us this, although wo hadde it sworn;
S0 stood the heven whan that ve were born; 19
o moste endure it; this is tho short end pleyn.

19+ *The Xnight% Tale,” Robinson, op.ciis., ppe 31-32,
lines 1084-1091. .

Chaucer doliberately builds up an astrological influence with
which he supplants that of the divinitiess He first describes the power
of dars the plaonet and later in tho story he gives a description of the ine
fluence of tho plenst Saturm. He mentions some of the disasters which
arc cauged by the influence of Mars in the following lines:

Yot saugh I brent the shippss hoppestorssg
The hunte strangled with wilde beres

The sowe freten the child right in the cradels
The eook y~scolded, for all his longe lndel,
Noght wos forysten by the infortune of Hartej;
The carier over-riden with his carte,

Under the vheel ful lowe he lay adoune

Ther were also, of Hartes divisioun

The barbour, and the boucher, and tho emith
And al above, depsynted in a tour,

Saugh 1 conquest sittinge in greet honour,
¥ith a sharpe evorde over his hoag

Henging by 8 sotil tuynos threade. 0

200 Ibﬁ-. P- 43' 11305 21?‘230.

Chazucer is corroct in his agtrology; in the uiddle Ages uars
was supposed to produce just such catastrophes ss ho mentions in these

linese MYars is e planet by mature hot and dry, fiery, nocturral, and
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violent. He is & destroyer and a conqueror, delighting in slaughter and
death, in quarrels, brawls, disputes, and contests. He is stupid, quick~
ly moved to vehomont and dovastating angers abnhdoning himself completo-
ly to the execution of whatever he plans and nover withdrawing his hand
from gccdmplinhing that which he begins. Vna is instrumental in atirring
up séditions: ha inepires wars and battlos and rules over the ravaging
aad laying waste of lands, over pillage, plundering, ruin and destruc-
tion by land and sea. Ha rejoices in thé outpouring of blood, in afe
flictiona of the miserable, and in ell kinds of 9pprassion. The poet is
also corrsct in his enumoration of the claseece of mon in the profes=
sions to which ilars is supposed to be patron. William Lilly gives an ex-
tonded list as follows: "Generals of Armiesy Colonels, Captains, or any
Souldisrs having Command of armies, all manner of Souldiers, Fhysicians,
Apothecaries, Chirugions, Alchemists, GCunners, Butchdra, Armourers, tatche
makers, Tailors, Tannors, and Carriers.® Choucor selects from “uartes
divigion™ only the barbor, butcher, and th: swmith who forges ewords,

2
though he montions also the cock snd the carters

21e UeCe Curryy Chaucer and the Hedianeval Sciencese Hew
Yorks Oxford University Press, 1926, ppe 123«124.

Saturn, as Chaucer prosento him, is éntirely tho planet ox-
copt that his being the Mther of Yonus suggests a myth connected with

godship, Finding that his deughter Venus, who is mors powerful in mate
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ters pertaiging to lovev end peace than war, cammot properly support her
warrior Palamon, he mngea himself upon her side and preparos to fight
her batile against iars, the var star. The conf).ict, therefore, rages
nntil the final ecntastrophe, betwaen Mars, the supporter of Arcite, and
Saturn, the protector of Palamon. Saturn is well equipped for cuch a
eonflict according to the lines wﬁieh follows

"ty dere doghter Venus,” quod Saturne,

"iiy coures that hath so wyde for to turns,
Hath more power than wot any mane ‘
- ¥yn 1g the drenching iv the soe so wang
#yn 1s the prieon in the derke cotej

#yn is the strangling and hanging by the throtej
The murmrs, and the cherles rebelling,
The groyning, and the pryves empoysuningg

1 do vengemnce and pleyn correccioun,

vhyl I dwelle in the signo of the leocun.
¥yn is the ruinsg of the hye halles,

The falling of the toures and of the walles
Up~on the wmynour or the carpenters

I slow Sampsoun in shaking the pilers

And myne be the maladyes colde,

The dorke treaons, and the casice oldog

Uy looking is the fador of pestilences” <2

22« *"The Knight*s Taley” Robinson, Bp. _0_5_.30, Pe48, linesn
2453-2469,

Satﬁm'a tmaat' of an overvhelming power for -evil is well
authenticatod by the best medieval astrologerse According to somo of
‘the medieval astrologers, Saturn is masculine, evil, diurnal, signifye
ing old age ﬁ' he be in the west znd the beginning of old age if he be
In the esst. He controls n cortsin heaviness of cold and dry, and from

a combination of these quallities under hie influence is produced and
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fostersd the wise man of melancholio complexion. He signifies darkness
of counsel, profound silence, and ancient and precicus things pertaining
to judgmentse He is desorving of mistrust and susplcion, moving sen to
couplaints and mutteringse He is old, chanzeable, and of evil taste} ho
has power over dirty waters, long wunderings, prisons, chains, slowness
of lobors, afflictions, and dead men. Ho is walicio.s in any positiom
but is moat powerful in the fixwd signs, espocially as Chaucer has him
inform Vemus, in the sign of the Lion. Guido Bonatus says, *If satura
be in the fixed signs, he is powsrful in producing destitution and death
far those born upon the earth. But in Leo he is etromger, hardier, and
more persistent than in other signs.” Albumasar further remarkss “zad
if his position be equidistant in 1so, it signifies that infirmities and
death will come upon women, that wars and misfortunes of sll kinds will
trengpire, end that bandits will be active, If he be wmoridional, you
uight expect the rise of rivers and floods of great wntersj if he be re-
trograde, corruption of air, mortulity, and t‘ho vehenence of hot, de-
structive windsy if under the rmys of the sun, conflicts, wars, fevers,
and other diseases Lringing death to men.® Thon in lso, says willism
Lilly, he is responsidle for "sll impodiments of the right ear, teeth,
all quartan agues proceeding of cold, dry and ®elancholy cletexpers,
loprosies, rheums, consumptions, palsies, tremblinzs, vain fears, fan~
tasies, dropsie, the hand amd foot-gout, apoi:hxl.eu, dog-hungor, too

zuch flux of the hezmorrholids and ruptures.® HRoe visite onc of his most



19

walignant distempers upon the ummded.&reite.zs

330 curry, 92.2_15;.‘ Pps 129=130e

It has already boen suggested that the imprisonment of rala-
mon and Arcite was caused by some wicked mapact or disposition of saturn
at the time of their birth. Lator in the story Palumon specifically states
that hie imprisonment is caused by Saturne

But I mot been in prison thrugh sstuma.zq'

24« *The Kbight’s RIG;Q E;ﬁbl::sm; _gp.g_i_._&-, De 34, line 1328,

Al) tho dates in tho story except iay 3 are determined abso-
lutely by the astrological schome of planetary hours and days which cone
trols the events of the story. The firast meeting of Palemon and Arcite
is appropriatoly on Friday, becsusa that is the day of venus; and at the
first hour after sunrise, becsuse that is the day of saturn, and apporente
ly at the first hour of the day, wﬁich is the hour of gaturn. The tournae
ment cannot occur on Sunday, the day of the sun, but since Arcite,; who wore

ships Hars, is to be victorious, it must occur on Tussday, the day of ﬁaraz.s

25¢ ﬂa.nly. -(-,‘E'EA'-E-" Pe 5510

On Sunday morning, says Chaucor, apparently aftsr the most
careful astrological calculation, shon Palomon hears the lark sing, ale

though it is not yet day by two hoursy, ho prepares to make a pilgrimage



to the temple of Vonuee

Then Prlawmon' the lerke herde synga,
Althoupgh it nere nat day by houros two,
Yot scng the lurke, and Palamon also

%ith hooly herte end with an hoigh corage,
Ho roos to wouden on his pilgrimage

Unto the blisful Citherea benlgne,

1 mens Venus, honurable and dignoe

#nd in hir hours he walketh forth & pas
Unto the lystea ther hire temple was, 26
Aind doun he kneleth, and with huzble cheerss

26e "Tho Knlght’'s Tule,” Robinson, Op.cit., pe 45, lines
2210-2219.

At the "thridde houre inequal® ih¢ sun risovs, wund pmily
goss to pray in the temple of Diane§ and "the nexto houre of uars fole-
winge this" Arcite goes to do sacrifice to Uarse

The thridde houre inequal that Palamon
Bigsn to Venus tomple [or to gon,

Up roos the scuna, and up roos kuslye,
Aud to the tewple of Dyans gan hyos
Tho noxte houre of lars folwynge this,
Arcite unto the teaple wnlked ie

Of fieres Uarg, to doon his aacriﬁceﬁ
#ith all the rytes of hies payen wysoe<?

27« Ioides Ppe 46, 47, lines 2271-2274, 2267~2370.

"'ro apply this dootrine of astrological hours to the present
case", says Tyrwhitt, ~the firat hour of the Sunday, reckoning from sun=
rise, belonged to the sun, ths planet of the day; the second to Venus,
thve third to Yercury, and continuing this method of alloiment, wo chall

£find that the twonty-second hour slso bolonged to the sun, and the twone
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ty=third hour to Venuss so that the hour of Venuas was, as Chaucer says,
two hours before sunrige of ths following day. Accordingly we are told
that the third hour after Palamon set out for the temple of yemus, the
sun rogse, and Emily began to go to the temple of Dilance It is not anid
that thls was the hour of Diane, or the Hoon, but it really wasj for, as
wo huvo goen, the twonty-third hour of Sunday belonging to Venue, the
twenty-fourth must belong to Uercury, and the first hour of Monday fell
in course to the Moon, the prepsiding hour of the da&. After this, Arcite
is; degcribed ag walking to the temple of are, in the next hour of yare,
that is the fourth hour of the day. It ie nocessary to teke these words
togothor, for the next hour would signify the second hour of the days but
that, according to the rule of rotation montionod above, belonged to
Saturn, aa the third did to Jupiters The fourth was the next hour of gars
afier the laoet hour nameds"-8 prom this enalysis it appesrs that Chaucer
has not confused the gods and ths planets but that he is with painstaking
accuracy calling attention to the fact that, in the action of this story,

thoy will function as planots alonee.

28s Cu!’l'y, 22. .ﬂ_il_t’-. PP 125«126«

with meticulous care and with peinstaking accurncy of dotail
Chaucer has esucceeded in transferring the motivating pover in this story
from the pagan gods, who are to him probably little more than poetie
fancies, to the plansts of the same meme, in order that the unusual ending

of the story*s actione~ victory to each of two knights who fight for the
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hand of the same lady--might be made reasonable to the readers of his own

day, who belisved in astrology but not in the divinity of tho sncient gods.

Kot only in the "RKnight*s Tole" but also in the "Legend of
Hypermnostra® end in the *Man of Law's Tale,” where the incidentsof a
story are already fixed and the olements of chamctar aro largely deter-
mined, Chasucer introduces the motivating power of the stars. _In these two
narratives he attempta to explain to his sudionce the action of a ready-
made story and to rationalire a given character by the process of refere
ring then to astral influenco, snd by interpolating mativities which seen
to govern and direct the prescribed action. Ho sels up such a mativity,
which to some oxtent explains Hypormnestra®s character aud hence her une
usual actionge

Ypermnistra, yongest of hem alleg

The whiche child, of hir nativitee,

To alle godo thewes born was she,

Ag lyked to the goddes, or she was born,
That of the shefe she sholde be the corng
The irden, that we clopen Dogtines,

Hath shapoen her that she mot nedea be
Pitousne, seddo,wyse, and trewe as steol,
For, though that venus yaf hor great beauteo,
¢iith Jupiter compouned so was che

That conecience, trouthe, and dreasd of shame,
And of her wyfhood for to kepe her name,
This, thoughte her, was felicitoe as herse.
And rede Umrs was, that tyme of the yore,
S0 feble, that his oylice is him raft,
Repreased hath Vonus his ecrusl crufts
%het with Venmue and othor oppression

Of houses, YMars his venim is adoun,

That Ypermnistra dar not handle & knyf

In malyce, thogh she shoulde lese hor lyf.
But nathelea, s heven gan the turne,

To badde aspectes hath she of saturne,
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That made her for to deyon in prisocun,
As I shall aftor make menciouns

29, "The Legond of Good Vomen,” Robinson, op.cits, pe 6095
linos 2575-2599. ‘

In the ®"legend of Good Women" we aro told that ﬂypemneatra
was "born to all good things” or qualiti.ea, and thon tho various influe
ences of the particular plnuota are mentionede. The purpose of this ape
trological pagsage is plainly to shor why Hypormnestra was doomed to 'die
in prison. The qualities givon by the plansts, as ebM by her horoscope,
wero such that she weo unsble to violate a wife's Jduty and kill her huse
bend in order to gave her owmn life. _VBnné grve hor great besuty and was
also fnfluentisl in repressing the influence of ¥ars, wuho would have
given her fighting qualities if his influenco had boon stronge The myth
of the emour between Venus and ¥ars, which Chaucer makes the btasis of his
poem the "Comploynt of Mareg", would explain why Vemus wans able to influe
ence ¥ars in"this ways The fecble influence of‘!iars at Hyperunostra‘s
nativity is accounted for .'m enother wy. Hig Influence is feable be-
cause of the timo of yoar and through the “oppression of housos,* both
of which amount to the same thing, namely, a positidn in the zodiac in
wvhich his power is at & minirum. Eara; mansions were Aries and Scorpiog
his exnltation was called Capricornuss his fall; Libra and Tourusy and
his depression Gauceﬁ At the time of Rypomnéatm's birth, then, vo
may suppose that Uars sms in Libra, Taurus, or Cancor. If he was in

Libra or Teurus, his influonce would be suppreeaed by venus, ag thege
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eignsiara in her mansiones The influsnce of Jupiter was to give Nyporue
nestra consclance, truth, and wifely loyalty. That of Saturn was evil sad

the cause of her death in prlson.ao

30« Florence . Grimm, Astronomicsl Lore in Chaucers
Iincolns University of Hebraska Propss 1919,
PPe 51=52¢

, In this mnnax? Chanéer rationalizes the life and character
of Hypormnestra. Having provided s horoscope for her, he procesds to
lay great stress upon those elements of hor maturs which are accounted
for in the root of hor nativitye She ravels through the day of her mare
riage footivitios like & true dgughter of venus and Jupifers end when
evening had come, che prepares to go moekly to the bed of her lord. But
her father Mtermpte her and threatons her with death unless she will
ea.rry out his command and slay hor msband that night. The fatal kni.fa
is pro:iucad, from which she shrinks away in torrors Howovor, because of
foar, she hideog the instrument in her robes and promises that 'hur huo«
band nhail not 1ive. The qualities that hor stars have haétbwad upon
her couse her to rovolt agninst tho infamous deeds She warme her huse
band, and he escapes tfxrough a window, Aftoi' he hﬁa departad to safoty,
‘she calmly ewaits hor punishment. Hor angry father sends hor sway to
prison, where she must dise Choucer is moved at the pathetic epectacle
of Hypormnestrats suffering, but he refers the cutcome of the atory to

the utau.’&.ax

31s Curry, Ope Eig-' PPe 169=1704
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Baving satinfied himself thuot the ratiocnslisation of a given
story is made possible through the introduction of ustrological meterial,
Chaucer procesds to place an exceddingly intricate and effective horoscope
in the “ian of law's Tale.” Ho eays in the following linces

0 firste moaving cruel firmanent « » »
Thy croeding get the heven in swich array
- At the beginning of this fiere vinge,
That cruel ¥ars hath slayn thie sarringe.
Infortunat ascendent tortuocus,
Of which tho lord is belples {alle, allasi
Gut of his angle in-to the darkest house.
0 iars, O Atazir, as in this casd
0 feeble mons, unhappy boen thy pash 32
Thou knitteest thoe ther thou ari nnt rsceyveds;

32. *The Uan of 1aw's Tale,” Robinson, Ops Cite, peTB,
linesg 299=307,

The mscendent, tortuous sign which is just rising above the
horizon is Aries, one of tho mansions of Marse ‘The lord of this sign,
Mara, has just passed from en angle i.nfo & succoedant 50:;80, in this caso.
from Libre into Scorploy, which is his othery, derker mansioun. Iluna, also
falling from an angle into a succeedent, is found to be in corporal cone-
Junciion wiih Hars without reception in Scorpioe. When the horoscope is
in Arieos, the sign Libra will correspond with tho seventh house of the
horoscope end Scorpio with the oighths This 1s & conjunction of Rars end
Iuna not only 1:: the eign of Scorpio but also in the oighth housoe of the
horoscopes In order to understand the power of such a natlivity upon the
life and fortunos of Constance, the folloming data mugt be interpreted;

the horoscope is in Arlesj Mars ie discovered in Scorplo, which occupiles
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the eighth houses tana is aleo cadent, having puesed from a favorsbls signe
angle, Librawveventh, into un unfavorable gipn-succoedant, Scorpio-eighth,
vhere sho is fp conjunction with Harase Yc may be reasonmably sure that the
horoscope in question reprasuntafha conjunction of eotars &t Constance's
birthy thie is the “root nativity.® Alresdy at the beginning of her life,
ap any astrologer might have forotold, arcel Mers had alaixn' bor merriages,
both the first and the gecond, vhich wers gtfll in the future. Cheucer
lements the fact that no election was wade in preparation for ths journey
to the Sultan®s country, pointing ocut that the root of the nativity is

known.sa

33 Curry, ope cite, ppe 171,172,175,1%6.

Of viage is ither noon slaccioun,

Romely t0 folk of hoigh condiclouny

Rat when the rote is of a birthe y=knowa?
Allast we ben to lewed or to slowo.

34+ "Tho ¥Wan Of Inw's Tale,” Robvinsgon, _:_72. cite; ps78,
lines 312=315.

Tha favorable moment for beginning a voyage was one of the
points on which it ma considored desirable to have an astrologer's opine
ion. Traveling in Chaucer's tims was concidered a gerious matter. The
0ld astrologers used to alter their predictiona almost at plezeure, by
otating that their results dopended on sovernl cmusoe, which pertly counter
acted one anothors. Thus, if the aspoct of the planete at the timo imne

quired eatout appecred to be adverse to 2 journeoy, it might still be the
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- cagse that such an cvil acpoct might beo overcome by the fortunate aspect
of the inquirer's horoscope; or conversely, an 111 aspoct in the horcecope
. eould be counteracted by a it olaction of time for actions  Such a horoe
scops dopended on the aspoct of the heavene at the time of birth or “nte
tivity,” and partiml#rly,’ upou the “ascendant® at that time. It aulso do-
pended upon the planets lying mourast to the point of tho zodiac which
happened, at that moment, to be asconding or jpet appearing above the
horizon, !xediavﬁl astrologars, cho usually drew figures of the heavens re=-
presenting horoscopes in all the signs of the zodimc, are agreed that a
nativity in Aries prodestines for the native = rather chockored and pre=

earious 11fe.35

35. W.¥s Skeat, ede, The Complete Yorks of Geoftroz chaucors
oxford: Clarondon Frepm, 1900, vOl. 3, ppe 151-15Zs

Iﬁ the éasa of a horogcope in Ariés. it munt be obgerved the
“aignificator” is the eign Scorpio, in this instance located in the eighth
housee The casual position of this sign in the eighth house of the nativi-
ty produéas paculiariy violent and adverse conditions. With regard to the
eiphth house Haly says: "This houne is the significator of doeath, murder,
gstrangling by esuffocation, tho dostruction of men by fire and poison, of
feebl.eneaa,. infirmity, and the brenking of bodies by poverty, of great
fear, dread, anxiety, and human zisorles in this worlld."36 Thus & malig-
nant fortuns préparod for Constanse io indicated by the nature end posi-

tion of Scorpio. In Constance’s nativity Mars is found to be cadenit. from
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an anglo, situnted in his darker mension, Scorplo, occupyimg the sighth
houses This moans definite misfortune, for, says Haly, “if the infor-
tunes are pogited in the eighth house, thoy signify the destruction eand
death of enemiss and manifold captivities, lunas %s sleo found to be
eédent fros an angley having passed from the seventhelibre, where Chaue
cor sajs she was well gituated and therefore poverful in ecxorting & bone-
ficent influemce, into the oighth Scorplo, whore she is not only without
recéptian but in conjunction with M¥ars, the lesser fortunes Any benevo-
lent planet l& weakened and debilitated in paeaing from an angle into a
:aucceodant house, or when it is &n corporal conjunction with either of the
infortunes, Saturn or Mars, without reception, Haly says: Lhen in addl-
}titm,' a debilitated luna is found to be in corporal conjunction with uars
in his cwn msnoion where his dominion is eupreme‘aml undisputed, the re-
esultent Influence is disastrous, particularly in matrimoninl matiors.
Chaucer indicates that, in this conjunction, the resultant influsnce is
all the more virulent because the "fecble” moon is not “roceived® by the
lord of the agcendant, Hars. Since luna is not woll received by the ine
fortune #ars lord of the eighth house and cadent from an angle, he may
well cry out, es Constance prepares for her nuptinls, that “eruel gers

hath slayn this uarr!nga.“sq

36. cum’ Q.Cit.' Pe 177
37 Currys Ope Qit.' PP 1824
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The word Atazir or Atacir is the Spanish spolling of the
Arabic of gl_—tueir, meaning influence. It signifies the influence of a
star or planset npon"'othar stars, or .upon the fortunecs of men. In the
present case it is clearly used in s bad sonce; it can therefore be trang-

lated ne "evil Influence," the influeunce of iuars in the house of soorpio.sa

38e Skeat, ops cites ppe 150-151e

Considering the fact thet Aries w~e inst rising in the sust
at the birth of Congtance, it is not éurprising tha§ her life is precar-
fous and besst with dangers. She is sontinually being raised to positlona
of honor and as ofton cast downe She is married to the Lord of Syria, but
no soonor hag she arrived in this pagan country than’ the wicked Sultsness
begins plotting against the happineaﬁ and the very life;pf iV'itha young wifee
A gront feast is prepared, at which both pagens and Christians are enter-
tainod; but in the ond the Christians and all the pagans who are on the
point of betraying their faith are murdered ané hown to pleces. Constance
alone bacapos the vengeance of the Sultaness, to be sot adrift in an open
hoat, without sails or rudder, She errives on the shores of pngland after
many terrible hardshipse. Thus, she escapes tho decress of the stars.
living a devout 1ife in the new country and winning many'saule to Christi-
anity, she ig entertained by Alla and Hermengild, his wife, with respect
and honor. However, she doog not remain there in peace very longe 3
young knight, having conceived an unholy passion for her and having beem
repulsed, takes his revenge by surdering Hermengild and placing the bloody

knifo in the hend of sleeping Constance. New Ronors are later showered
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upon hor in the form of marrisge with Allse, and she rejoicee afresh in the
birth of & child. But Hars, cadent from en angle, powerful in Scorpio, and
ruling in Opproéeiou over Luna, proves malignant tu this marriage 2l80e
4lla*g Jealous mother, Donegild, by a skiliful interchange of lettors works
the downfall of the young wife, who i torn from hor child snd agaim set
adrift upon the sea. In the course of her aimless mndar:l_rige ghe is tore
tured by bunger, threatened with the lust of mon, besot round about with
pirates, and broken with grief. Indesd, she 1a"'atf11cte&'by_: fortune. Her
marriages are accompenied not only by har persomal sorrows }but also by wars
and 'thé struggles of men in armes, by ascassinations, and by misfortunes of
whols peopless 5Scorpio and the eighth house have tgken their toll of the
afflicted and the deeds thoy with Mars heve worksd destructicn. Tho final
happixieaa of c&uatance. after all her suffering at the haned'a' of a malignant
fortuhé, is prosented ag 8 free and pathetic gift of Christe Chaucer here
atonds with the best of medieval mstrologers, who recognize, in their darke
est prognostications, the fact that cortein combinatioﬁa of atars which
ssem to‘foreten inovitable death are subject to the intervening and ar-
bitrﬁry hand of Gode By emphaslsing this bollef Cheucer has made reasone
able not only the escapes along tho way of Constance*s life but also her
final happinesse > | |

39, Curry, Ope. _t?_i_i-. Pp« 187188, ‘190"19_1.

The "Franklin'e Talev faila in the group of tnles mlied by

Professor Kittredge the "Harriage Groupe” If the critics have boem right
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hi placing the “Franklin'e Talo" whers they do, it was Chaucer's purpoge
to héﬁe the Franklin soothe the ruffled feelings of certein members 9! the
party by telling & tale in vhich a Lusband and wife, a squire, and a clerk,
all prove themsolves mapable of truly generous bshavior, JIf the tale wag
to accomplish Its purpose, the clork must éccompush his magic feat of re-
moving the rocks ~1‘z-mn the coast of Brittany. He must nlso in the end gener=
ously refuge %o accept pay frow the squire when the latter had been too
magnanimous t0 profit from his sorvicese ‘chaucer'a{ most iﬁtaresting rofe
ercncos to the moon are found in the prayer of Aurelius t§ tho sun in theo
"Franklin's Tale.® Dorigon has Jestingly promised to have pity on sureli-
‘us ag soon ag he chall remove ail the rocks from alomg the cosat of Brite
tany, and Aurelius prays to the sun to help him by enlisting the aid of

the moone The m'e sister, Luocinay; or the moon, is chief goddess of the
goaj a:;d Just as she desaires to follow the sun and be quickened and il

luminated by him, so the sea desires to follow her-‘m

40« Grimm, op.cite, pp. 40, 58.

Your blisful suster, lucina the shoney
That of the see 1s chief goddess and quone,
Though Noptunus have deitoe in the sece,

Yot empross aboven him is shes

Yo knowen ®el, lord, that right as hir desyr
Is to bo quiked mnd lighted of your fyr,
For which she folwoth yow ful bisily, '
Right so the soe desyreth maturally

7o folwen hir, ag she that 1s goddesse
Bothe in the see and rivores more and lesses

41« *The Frankliti's Talo,” Robinson, Ope citey, pe 167,
: lines 1045-1054.
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In calling lucina chief goddess of the gea and speaking of
the sea's desire to follow her, Chaucer is alluding to the moon's effect
upon the tides.s Ingtesd of leaving it to the sun-god to find a way of ree
moving the rocks for him, purelius proceeds to givo explicit instructions
aé to how this may bo accomplisheds 4s the highest tides occur when the
moon in opposition to, or iﬁ conjunction with the sun, if th§ woon could
only be kept in either of thece positions vith regard to the sun for lemg
enough tiwe, so great & flood would produced, Aurelius thinks, that the
rocke would b6 washed awayes S0 he prays Fhebus to induce the moon to
slacken her spoed at her next opposition in loo and for tvo years to trave
orse her sphere with the me'ﬁolocity ag thut of the sun so as to remain

: 42
in oppogition with him.

42 Gl'im’ ODe cif--, Pe 4ls.

“herfore, lord Fhebue this is my roquestoe=-
Do this miracle, or do nyn horte bregtige=-
That now, noxt at this oppoolition,

Yhich in the signe chul be of the Leoun,
Ar areysth hir so greet a flood to bringe,
That Pyve fodme at tho leoste it ovorspringe
The hyoste rokke in Amerik Briteynes

And lot this ondurs yeres twoyne§
...".O....Q...‘.

Proye bir she go no faster cours than ye,

I soye, prayoth your suster that she go

No faster cours than ys thiso yerss two.
Than shal she be evene attc fullo alway, .44
And gpring-flood laste both night snd day.

43+ “Tho Frenklin's Tale,” Rohinson, op. cit., p.167,
1ines 1055«1062,21066-1070.
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In ay, tho sun is in Tourus, and the moon, when in opposition,
would be in the oppomite sipgn, which is Scorpio. Howover, the .text means
et the next opposition that takes place with the sun in Leoj not at the
very noxt opposition, with the sun in Taurusj nor yot after that, with the
sun in Gemini or Cancer, The reason for the delay is mstrological. leo
is tho mansion of the sungy ond the sun's power is greater i.n thet sign, bo-

sideos the fact that the sign Leo greatly increases & planet's influsnce.

The gun's declination changes from day to day, snd with it the
golar power and in the ecliptic causee his meridian altituds to be high or
love If says Aurelins, the sun and moon could always remain in opposition,
by moving at tha esame rate of speed, the moon would alvays be full, and the

44
spring-flood would last all the while.

44 Skﬂst’ ope. 2!-5_0' PPe 390~391e

Chaucer describes the astrological knowledge of the clerk in
the “Franklin*e Tale"™ in the following liness

His tables Tolleotanes forth he brought,
Ful wel corroctod, ne ther lakked naught,
Reither his colloct ne his expans yearis,
He his rootes ne his othere geeria,

As been hie centris and hie arguments

And his proporcioneles convenientz

For his equacions In every thyng,

And by hie eighte spesers in his wirking
Hie know ful wol hov for Alnath was shove
Fro the heed of thilke fixe Arles abovae,
That in the ninthe speer considered isg
Ful subtilly he kalkiuled al this.

ghan ho hadde founde his first mensioun,
He know tho remenzunt by proporcioun,
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And knew the arising of his moone weel,

And in vhos face, and torme, end everydeals
And know ful weel tho mocnes munsiocun
Accordaunt to his operaciocun,

And know also hip othora obesrvaunces

For swiche illusiocuns and swiche meschauncos
As hethen folk uged In thilke dayesg

But through his megiks for s wyke or tweyeas
It soemed that alle the rokkes vere 2wuyee

45« "Tho Franklin's Tale,® Robinson, op. cite., Pe 170,
lines 1273-1296. .

The mont widely used astronomical tables of tha uiddle Ages
wore thoge originally calculatod for the latitude of Tolodos According
tb the "Troatice on the Astrolabe,” if the time for which the change in
a planet's position isvheing rackoned i{s more than twonty yoars, the
yeers from one to taénty must bo conaidered as “expange years® and those
from tventy to three thousend must be considered ms "collect years.*

The changes in »positim of the fari@a planets wore obtained from these
tabless The quantities denoting the amount of a planat;a motion during
round periods of years, such se twenty, forty, or sixty years, were on=-
tored in & table headed “collect years.” Similar quantitios for lesser
periods, from ono year up to twenty, wore entered undér the headings one,
two, throe, and such yoars were called “expanse,” meaning single or sep-
arato yoars. Tho “root™ is the tabulated quantity belonging to a givem
fixed date of ara, frnm which cp’rreéponding quantities can be calculated
by addition or subtraction, Thus the longitude of & planet at c givea
date is the "root®s and its longitude at another date, for example, twen-

ty-three years later, can be obtained from the teleton tables. fThis can
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be dene by adding its change of latitude in twenty years, as gives ia
this table of “expanse yun.‘“ “Centre* is a tochnical name for the
end of the emall ball projection of the retes of an astroladbe wvhich de=
notes the position of a fixed star, usually of the first megnitude.
®"Argument® is an astronomical term which is still in upse, and seans the
angle, arc, or other mathematical quantity from which another required
quantity may be deduced. The proportiomals convenients, or fitting pro-
portionals refer to a table of "proportiomnl parts,” by which fractional
parts of a year can bo taken into considoration, in calculating the mo-
tions of tre planotse Equations are probadbly usod hero in the sense of
"exact quantities.®” Thus the "exact quantity" of a planct's motion dur-
ing a given time can be odbtained by adding togethor the motion during the
“collect years” and the “expanse years.® In old astronocy there were
anine imaginary spheres. Sevem of the s;heres wore of the seven planets)
the oighth was the sphere of the fixed sters and was supposed to havs a
slow motion from west to oast about the polss of the zodinc, to account
for ths procession of the equinozes. The ninth sphore or primum mobile

had & diurnal sotion fros east to wost carrylng ewrything with 1t.“

46, Sk“‘. op. E_i&-' Pe 3%4.
47. My.__OR. _c_i_t-o. PPe 136-137.

*Alnath™ is still the pame for the bright etar Arietis, of
the first mgnitude, which nocscenrily was situnte-in the eighth ephere,

but the head of the fixed Aries, or ths trus equinoctial point, was in



36
the ninth sphere above it. The oxact amount of the procession of the
equinoxes, which is what Chaucer alludes to hero, could be agcertained
by observing from time to time the distance betwson the true equinoctial
point and the ster a:limth, which was conveniontly sctuated for the pure
poss, boing in the head of Ariese In the time of Hipparchus, 150 BeGes
thf§ distance of Almath from thé true sguinoctial point was tut a faw de=
groes; but at the present time it is “ghove,” in longitude, some thirtye
five dogrees from tho same. Choucor says that the clork knew in vhose .
face tho moon arose, and in what term urid all about it. =xach 'sign of thok
zodiac, containi:g thirty dogreea. was divided into threa eqnal. paria or
ten degrees each, called racea in the astrological Jargon of the tinee
Hot only each sign, but each face, wns assigned to some partiwlar planet;
Besides the equal divieions of the signs, thare are unequal divisions
called termg. Ono of the pigns, conslidered as a whole, 15 called the man-
sioh of a planets This aaaignm;ht of torme end feces wme »fvirst impoaged by
arbitrary authority and aftorwards kept up by tradition.. Chaucerts oxplana~
ti‘on of the process of thie astrologer is mccurate onough but wes probe
sbly no more intelligible to the ordinary fourteenth century reader than

48
to one of today.

48§ Skeﬂt'_ﬂ- _‘_3_1_?'9. p.395:

In writing the story of "Troilus And Crlsoyde,” Chaucer has
drawn on his very conesiderable knowledge of astronomy and agtrology.

The sun's progress through the signs of the zodiac marke out for the. poém
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the semsons of the your. The pascege of the moon from Aries to the ond
of 180 i3 to measure the poriod of Criseyde*s returm to Troiluss A con-
junction of Jupiter, Saturn, and the crescent moon in tho oign Cuncer
cauaai the heavy doempour of rein which makes impossible Criseydets do-
parture from the house of Pandaruse ¥Without exception those mfamces
tu'hatta@gmgv and mstrology are accurately in sccord with the best scien-
t’};fié‘l}mwleﬁga of Chsucer*s day.w ‘

49. Robort K. Root, ede, The Book Of 'rroﬂue snd crisovdes
: Princotons Princoton University Froas, 1945, Peo7s

Troilus undertaken scarcely a single mct without first implor-
ing sowme one of the caloatini pmra for help. ~then ke haé confessed his
love to Pandarue end the latter has promised to help hin, 1roilus pruye
to Yonug.

Now blisful Venus holpey er that X aimﬂ,

Of thee, Pandare, I may zom thank dmna.so

50+ *“Troilus And Crieeyde,“ Robinson, -O-E..E.i:-t-" Ded6Ty
lines 1014«1015.

Pandarus goes to his niece Criseyde to plead for Troilus at s
tize when the moon is fevorably situated in the heavense

And gan to calle, and drease him up to ryse,
Remenberinge him his erand was to done

From Troilug, and eek his groet emprisej

And caste end knewz in good plyt was &e qONG=
Un=-to hig neces paleys ther bi-gyde.

5le JIbide, pe 469, lines 71-76e
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In the matter of Journeys, the »plight,” or condition, of the
woon was of pﬂmry importances. A complete magician, such ss Calchne,
would have conotructed @ figure of the hoavens, with the mocn and other
planete sccurately disposed mecording to the sodisce Pandarus was probe
sbly content to calculate the dey of the lunar month and then to consult
¥ Lﬁnai‘ixm, or "moon=book™ ae to vhether the day wax propitious for his

undertaking.sz

52« Rebert XK. ROO‘E, Op. E-i!‘." Pe 430,

Chaucer says that Fendarus had suppected that there was %o be
e rain the day bofore it sctuslly happened. Ho based his opinion on the

condition of the roone.

Right sons upon the chaunging of the mone,
Then lightles is the world a night or tweyns,
And that the welken shoop him for to re;mag
Be streight a-norwe un-to hie nece wont .

53« "Troilus and Criseydo,” Roblnson, Oop. cit., p«499,
lines 549-552.

Pendarus triee to li¢lp Troilus by going to seq Criseyde and are
ranging for him to geet hoere He 1lnvites Crisoyde to have suppor with him,
telling hor that Trollus is out of towm. In order for this mosting ta
take place, a vory heavy raineto‘m is necessary so that it will be impos-
sible for Criseyde to go homo aftev suppers. This raingtorm is cauged by

certain planetary influcnces which are described in the following linoss
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The bente mone with hir hornes pale,
Saturne, and Yove, in Cancro loyned were,
That swich a rayn from hevene gan avale,
That every maner womman that was there
Hadde of that smoky rayn a vorrar feree

544 ;Eid.' pe 500, linog 624~628«

In these linos Chsucdr has set up a conjunction of Jupiter,
Saturn, and the crescent moon in the sign Ciucer. Conjunctions of Jupie
ter and Satumm toke place at intorvals of approximately two hundred yearsg
but the poriodicity of thess conjunctions is of such vature that there
are periods of over six huhdrod years during which the eonjuncﬂon never
occurs in that signe Chaucer®s life fsll at the very ond of one of these
six-hundred-year periods during which Jupiter and Saturn are unot conjoined
in the sign Cancer. Such a conjunction had mot occurred since tho year
ADe 769« The conjunction which Chaucer supposes Savolves not only Juple
ter and Saturn, but the crescent moon also. In order that the moon shall
appear ag a thin croscent, "with hirs hornes pale,” in the sign Cancer,
the esun must be in, or approaching, the noxt preceding sign, Gemini, and
the time of the year must be May or early June, According to Chaucerts
calendar, the sun entersd Gemini on or about the twelfth of Hay.

An approximate calculation, bazsed on Nowcomb's planotary
tablos, ehows that on April 13,1385, Jupiter and saturn were in exnct as-
tronomical conjunction in latitude of 86° 3trg that ia,inear the end of
the sign Gemini, only three and a half dogrees from the beginning of Cane-
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cers It is not necessary that the conjunction be exact bacause the ase
trologer would regard Jupiter and Saturn as being in "platice conjunc=

tion shen they wers not more than nine degrees of longitude apart. In

1385 Jupliter ontered Cancer on May first, and Saturn entered Cancer om

Hay fourteonths On the latler dato both planets wore in the aign of Can-
cor, two and a half degrees of longitude apart, and hence still in ®platice
conjunction. The moon was new ou'o:; about May tenth; and on or about May
thirteenth the pale horna of the crescent moon wore visible very close to ‘
Jupiter and Saturns This is the very diapoﬁitlon which Chaucer has repre=~
sontod in bis poem, and one previcus to 1385 had not occurrad for more than
six hundrod yearse. astrologically the “platic” conjunction tn Cancer,
which began on Nay fourteenth, was much wmors significant than the exact ae=
tronomical conjunction of the preceding month, aince it invnlvad what the
astrologers called & "permutation of triplicitics," that ias, a change in
the scdiacal place of major conjunctions from the "tr!.plici;ty" of Gomini,
Aquarius, and Libra to the *triplicity" of Cancer, Piscos, &nd Scorpioe A=
mong tha astrological results of this particular change &xould be floods
ané heavy rains, preclsely the influence which Chaucer has supposed in this

pasaagacss

55 Root, Ope clte, ppe xvifi-xvii.

It is nov necessary to consider the astrological implications
of this conjunction of saturn, Jupiter, and the crescent moon in the sign

of Cancere. Chaucor hag hizgoelf said that its eflfect was to cauge a vioe~
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lent "smoky rain,” which terrified Criseyde and her atiendant ledies.
This also was accompaniod by thunder. The moon alons in Cancer should
be favorable to wot weathers for the moon is "watery” as a planct and
Cancer belongs, together with Pisces sund Scorpio, to the "watery tripli-
city.” Also, Cancer 1o the "house™ of the moon, that %e, the sodiacal
sign in which her influence is most powerful. If Chaucer has transferred
to his Troilus, as it secms clear, an astronomical event of uUay 1385, he
has given to it an astrological import which must have boen the gsubject
of mich talks As he and his readers saw Jupiter and saturn in the western
sky less than three degrees mpart in the sign of Cancer, whers they had
not been conjoined for many centuries, they must have asked thezgolves
with sone anxisty what coumotions of kingdoms, and what inundations of
wators were in store. In Chaucer's poem the immediats effect of the cone

Junction is & gtorm of rain and thunder of terrifying ‘violmeoose

56, ReKe Root and H.M. Russel, "A Planetary Date for Chan-
cer's Trollus,” Publication Of The Hoderm ianguage
Asgociation Bf Americae XXXIXy March 1924, ppe
48-63. '

Chaucer says that the ability of Troilus to win the love of
Criseyde in the boginning was due to the influence of Vomus at hie nativi-
ty an;i aiao to the position of Vems.

And alsgo biisf;al VYenus, wol arrayed,

Sat in hire seventhe hour of hevene tho,

Disposed wel, and with aspesctes payed,
To helpe sely Troilus of his woo.
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And soth to seyne, shse mas g; al) a foo
To Troilue in hig nativitea.

57« "Troilus And Criseydo,” Robinaon, op. cit., p. 477,
linep 630-585, v -

Venus is the most benoficent of the planots; thorefore he re-
fers to this planot as “blisful.” She wac woll placed in her "seventh
houso.® ‘The torm "house® haa two different aatrological senses. It may
moen the gign of the zodinc in which a givem planet exorts ita greatest
influences In this sesnse of the term, the sign Libra is the "houee® of
Vorus. In *hoary” astrology, howaver, a “house” denotes a one-iwelfth
gection of the heavens, &s essen from the point of observation. The whole
sphore of the gkies is cut in two equal portions by the circle of the horl-
zon, half being above, and half belows These hemisphores are again di-
vided in half by a great circle, passing from the morth to the scuth points
of the lorizon and through the genith. Each of these quarters is trisscted
by other great circles; paseing through th§ north and south points of the
horizon, 'hxo twelve "Souaoa' are numberad consecutively, beginning with
the "house” immediately below the sastorn horlrom, and ending with the
"house® immediately above the eastern horizon. ‘fhe "goventh hovs of heve
on"‘ is, therefors, the portion of the heavens just above the western hori-
sone The astrologer will inquire vhai plancte are at the moment in the
seventh house, which "gives judgwent of nnrri.ag; end all manner of love»
questions. A malefic planet, such as Saturn or Mars, in the gsventh house
ceuses 311 fortune in love. Venus is & bhenefic planet, and enpedal‘ly con-
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cerned with the affairs of love. 4t the time whon Crissyde is making up
hor mind, Venugs ie¢ in her soventh hbusa and is also "with aspects payed,*
that is, othor planeto stood in favorable aspects to her. Moreover, Vems,
favorably placed at the present moaunt, had also not teen entirely hostile,

' 58
*not al a foo" to Trollus at his nativity.

58, Root, op. _cj._t_., Ps 4464

¥hen Troilus is about to undertake a step that will either 'd.n
or lose Criseyde, he prays to 1l the planetary gods, but especially to
Venus, vegging her to avercome by her aid whatever evil influcnce the plane
eis exerclasd over him et bis birth:

Yit blieful Venus, this night thcu me enppyre;
Quod Troilus, "as wis as 1 thee gserve,

And ever bet and bet chal, til I sterve.

And if I hadde, O Vonus ful of larihe,
Aspects badde of Mars or of saturne,

Or thou combust or let wore in my birthe,

Thy fader proy &l thilke harm disiume..®

$9. “Troilus ind Crisoyde,” Robinson, ope cit.; p. 501,
Yines 712-~718s

Yhon Criseyde learns that ehe i3 tc be sont to tha Groeks in
oxchange for Anbemor, she attributes hor nisfortune to the stars:

Alasi quod she, "out of this regioun

I, woeful wrocche and infortuned wight,
£nd born in corsed constellaclioun,

dot goon, and thus departen fro my knlght.

60s "Troilus And Criseyde,” Robinson, Op. cit., p. 527,
linos T43-T46e
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She is overvhelmed with sorrowand concludes that she must
have been born "in an evil constallation,® that ig, when the planets were
in unfavorable "hoﬁses" and in unfavorable “aapocts one to another,.”
Thore is no doubt that Chaucer feols the tragedy of tho story as he writes.
Throughout the poam he disclaims responsibility for what he narrates, say-
ing that ho 1g simply following his author and that, once begun, somehow

be must keep on.sl

61, Grim, op. f_l_t.c' Pe e

Although Gowar usa;a astrology as a notivating force for write
ing stories much less than Chaucer, there are a fow astrological references
in hig works which have beon used for this purpose. In tho diacussion of
the Gorgong, Gower attributes their mslformations to celostisl influences

Boet upon hers nativite

Such wns the conntellacion,

That ocut of mammes nacion

Fro kynde theil be so mimntfz

62+ Hacaulay, ope cite, vols 2, pe 46, Book 1, lines 391-39%4,

The principal source here is Ovid's "ietamorphoges,® but cere
tain details of rondoring have led Pacauley to conjocture another sourcce
Thers is no reason to suppose, howevery that the explanastion is not Gowerts.
In the tale of Florent, the wiss men of the realm are unable to solve the

problem on which Florent's life depends:
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Such o thing conne thoi noght finde
Be constellacion no kinde.

63. JXbid., ps 77, Book I, lines 1505~1536e

The introduction of the tun mounted for astronomical ob-
sorvetions in the story of Alexander's visit to Diogenes appears to be an
original contritution of the part of Gowere

(Diogenos) « « o aduclte at hom in auch a wise,
That nyh his hous hoe let devise
Bndlong upon an axelire

To settle a tonne in such degre,
That he it mihte torne aboutog
Yhereof on hed was taken oute,
¥or he therimme sitte scholde
And turns hingelf so as ho wolde,
To take their and so the hevene
and dema of tho planetes emneg
Ae to which cowtho mochel vhat.®4

64. Ibide, p. 259, Book III, lines 1207-1217.

On two occasions in the dialogues botween the Lover and the
Confessor, the Lover's lack of success is attributed to planetary influe
ence. The Confossor sayes

Per cap the revolucion

Of hevene and thi condiecion
Ne be noght yit of on acord.t?

65« Ibid-'v Ps 349' Book IV, lines 1783-1785.

In the eighth book the Lovei- sayss
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Ovids ek seith that love to perform

stent in the hend of Venus the goddess,

Bot whsn sche takith hir counseil with Satorne
Ther 1g no grace, and in that timo, I guesse 66
Bege.nmilova...........-.....

66, Ibide, pe 447, Book VIII, lines 2273-2277.

The prayer of Caephalus to the sun and moon, which seems to be
of Gowor'se iixventian, shovs cortoin astronosical knowledgee. Cephalus

prays to the sun

And in the Signe of Capricorn,

The hous appropred to Satorne,

I preie that thou wolt sojourne, 67
Yhor ben the nihtes dorke and longe:

67« Ibide, pe 388, Book IV, lincs 3222-3225.

As the sun enters tho gign of Capricorn at the winter sol-
etice, t~e appropriatenons of the prayor 1a apparent, however stertling
the request. To wake sure that the nights be dark and long, Cephalus
further implores the sun

That thou thi swifte hors restreigne

iowe under Erthe in Occident,

That thei towardes COrient 8
Be corcle go the longe woioe

68+ Ibide, pe 388, Book IV, lines 3233-3236.

He prays to the moon with a differsnt intent.
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And in Canero thin oghne hous
Ayein Phabus in opposit

Stond &l this timo, and of dolit
Bohold Venus with e gled yhee
For thanne upon astronomie

0f due conatellacion

Thou makst prolificaclon,

And doat that children ben gogetea69

69. Ibid., pe 388, Book IV, lines 3242-3249,

This configuration would be favorable for the bogetting of
children. 1In the tale of Aciilles and Deidomia the need of Achlilles in
the siege of Troy is discovered by aatrology.

That Proteus of his record
thich was an astronomien
And ek a grot waglicinn
Scholde of his calculacion
Seche after constellacion,

How thei the cite mihten gotes'O

70. Ibld.. Pe 31’ Book V, linos 3082-3087.

There are two illusions to the identification of an evildoer
by "calculacion,” but the technical process is not described. The Grecks
diacover the cause of pestilence in this manner,

Thoi soghten thanno here evidence

And maden culculaclion,

To knowe in what condiclon
This deth can in 0 sodainly.’d

' 71e Jbice, p» 124, Book V, lines 6458-646l.




48

When tho Rowens discovered the thoft of the ring, mantle, and
beard from the etatue of Apollo,

Thel soughten help upon the nede
And maden calculacioun,
v#heroof be demonstracioun

The man wne foundewith the goode 2

72, Ibide, pe 143, Book V, lines 7162-7165.

There are sevornl astrological allusions in the ®iirour de'l
Omme,” Adultery is caused by the plenet Saturn or the "planet of pestie
lence” which brings mon to evile The virtue of Prowess is moro untiring
than tho sun, which in ono day runs through all the “cercles et degres”
of the skye Tho offoct of luxury on a man is conpared to the effect of
the sun on tho star known as “cuer du lion* (Regulus), which, although
cold by mature, goes 80 near the sum in its orbit that it kindles from
the sun'e warnthe. Although there is & posaioility of some allusions be-
ing expluined in reference to their sourcos, there is a residuum that can
be interpreted only as Cowor's voluntary and indepcndent uee of astro-
logical mtarul.n

73« Fox, op. cit., ppe. 90-91.

Both of these pocts have used astrological influences ag moti~
vating forces in their etorios. The conflict betwsen Filamon and Arcite
in the "mnight's Tale” is actually a conflict between the planets Saturm

and Mars. Through the use of astrology Chaucer brings victory to both
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these knights in the end. 1In the "lsgend of Hypermnestrs® and the “Han
of Law's Tale,” he attempts to oﬁcplain to his audience the action of a
ready-made story through the use of astrologicnl influences. Hypermnes-
tra io uneble to kill her husband because of the influences of the vari-
oug planets upon hor characterj thorefore ghe is gont to prison whore

she must dio, In tho "#an of Law's Tale,” Chuucer sats'uﬁ a horoscope
that «ill bring ahoﬁt wisfortune in all Constance’s marriages. she fie
nang hag hor 1ife spared and reaches o state of happiness, howover,
through the grace of Gods Chsucer also makes use of astrology in the
"Franklin's Tele” and "Troilus And Criseyde.” 5Some of his most interest=-
ing reoforences io the moon ars made in the "Franklin®s Tele." In
*Troilue And Criseyde® the eun's progress through the eigns of the zodiac
warks the seasons of the years Chaucer also aests up a conjunction of Jupie
ter, Saturm, and the éreacant woon in the sign Cancer that cnuses a dowme
pour of roin which mkes impossible the departure of Crisoyde from thé

houge of Pandaruss

In the discussion of the Gorgons, Gower attrivutos their male
formntions {o celesiial influence. In the “Confessio Amantis® the Lover's
lack of guccess is attributed to planetary influences There are also
soveral prgrers o the moon and sun in the "'Confeasio Amantis™ shich have
been cited as evidence of Gower's use of astrological influences as moti- ”
vating forces in hie stories. %hile Chaucer hos get up intricate horo-
scopos for somo of the characters in his stories, Gowor has not gone in=-

to as much dotail in the use of antralogy as a motivating forces



CHAPPER 111

¥hile Chaucor was &t one with tha educated men of
his contury in hies ettitude townrd astrology and viih them had a strong
distﬁate for certaln aspecte of Judicinl ngtrologj, novn_rtheleaa he made
wide ume of thatgraater faith of the wajority __gf psople of his tiwe in
portraying cheracter in his pootry. He knmé vory well that mn‘§ ideas
and beliefs constitute 2 vory important part of thoir charzcter. Wen be-
;iaved that whatover happened to thes, vhether fortunate or unfortunate,
could in peme way be traced to the influence of the stars, tho agents and
instrumente of destinye Tho configuration of the heavens at the moment
of one's birth was considored aspecially important, since the positions
and intorrelations of the differont celestial bodles at this time could
detormine the most _aonmhtouu events of one'e life. Thess ideas are fre-
quently expressed in Chaucer, when the characters are aaeking to under-
stand their misfortune or to 5uat1fy thelr conduct by tracing them back

%

to the determinations of the heavens et thoir birth.'

T4+ Grimm, ope citey ppe 58-5%
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In the “Enight's Talo,” Chaucoer provides his herces rith one
champion each; with Palamon comes Lycurgus, King of Thrace, and with Are-
cite appoare Emetreus, king of Indims Theso iwo champions are porsonal

roprosontntives of Saturn and Mars, and they are described as products of

‘the influsnces of these two planots. Enotrous is descrited in the follow-

ing lines:

His erispe hoor lyk ringos was yronne,

And that was yelow, and glytered as the sonnos
His nose wag hoigh, his eyon bright citryn,
His lippos rounde, his colour wns sangwynj

A fowe frekenss in his face yspreynd,
Bitwixon yelow and somdel blak ymayndj

And ag a lean ho his lookyng caste,

His berd was wel bdigonne for to eprynze;

His voys was ug = trompe thondurynge.

75« "The Hnight’s Tale,” Robinsoms op. clte, ps 44, lines
2265~2174

A man born under the influence of Mars in a esangulne mativity
will be very well featured. round faced, flaxea-hnimd, green oyaed, bold
of spaach and vory proud and menaqing. Tho martial man*s hair varles in
shudeg of color according to circumstences 'fr§m dark brown to chestaut,
reddischy red, yellow, pandy, or whitish ﬂéxen, end it is ériap or curle
ings Chaucer says thet ®hie criasp hair, curling in rings, was yellowr and
glittored in the sun<" His comploxion is s fine pixturs cf white and
deop red, ueuaily tanned as if by exposure to the sunj Chaucer merely e=ys
that “hig face wne sanguine.® Hio face is full and round, which Chsucer

suggoots, when ho speaka of the "lippes rounde,® His sanguine complexion
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ig darkened, not only as if by a sun tan but by the appesrance of a few
t’recilaa.- Chaucer says, "He had a fow freckles sprinkled in his face,

in color somevhat betwoon yollow and blacke® His eyes vary in color from
hagel to yollow or light green, and-chancer selects bright citron. Hie
voice is fim and strong or, &s Chaucer hag it, "as a trowpe thunderinge.
His countcnance is fierce, proud, bold, snd menacing, with sparkling pierc-
ing oyes or, as Chaucer says, ™@s & leoun ho his lboking canste.* Thess
ere the characteristizs of a man born under the influonce of Uars and
Choucer's description of Mmotreus seems to it a porson born under this

76
phnet,

76e Curry, mo _O_EE_Q' PPe 131~134e

Lycurgus, king of Thrace, is in physical appenrance striking
and magnificents

Black was his berd, and manly was his face,

The cercles of his eyen in hig hoed

They glowedon botwixe yolow and resdg

And 1ik s grifphon looked he mboute;

with kempe heres on his browes stoutoe:

His lymes grete, his browmes harde and stronge,
His shuldrey brude, his ames rounde and longej
& % & & & ® » & » & & 9 S @ ¥ &G HO e
Hin longe heor was kembod bihynde his bak§

As any ravenes fether it sheen for blake’

77« "The Knight's Tale,™ Robinson, Op. cite, pp. 44, lines
21312136, 2143-2144.
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These are some of the characteristics of a man bora under the
influence of Saturn in warious positions. His halir, on the head and elee-
whero, is always a deep black, socmotimes coarse, crisp, or curling. 1In
the cass of the royal sanguine nature it io softer and hangs dm‘atnight;
ore As Chaucer says, "his beard was black, and his long hair, black as a
raven'g feathsr, was combed bbhind hie backe." His complexion is usually
gwarthy or perhaps honey-colored, a mixture of black and yollow as if from
a touch of Shck and yellow jaundice, or in case of the sanguine tempora=-
ment the color of a ripe olivee His eyes aro aomotimes large, sometimos
emll, dbut alvays doép sot in the head, in color red like those of a cat,
or in sanguine natures, rod with bloody spots in them. Chaucer does not
say that tho eyes are ysllow and red, but that the "circles of his eyes in
his head glowed between ysllow and red.® The effect ic produced when the
“red eyes with bloody spotn in them” of a sanz:ain§ saturpalisan man are sst
deep in a dark yellowish complexioni the red eyes have yellowish circles
about them, His eyebrows are excoedingly thiock, rugged, joined over the
nose, and hang lowering over the eyese Chaucer remarks that, *"lyk a grife
fon he looked stoute, with keape hares on his browes sfouta.‘ Although
his body is of modium stature, it is well formed with broad shoulders and
& slender waist. Chaucer describes him by saying, *his lichs are great,
his muscles ars broad and strong, his shouldors are broand, and his legs
are long and rounde® Such is the man born undor the influence of saturng

and it seoms that Lycurgus, king of Thrace fite this pattem.

78« Curry, Ope cit., ppe 136-137.
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Chaucer also makes use of astrologioal saterial im btuilding
up the character and personslity of the ¥ife of Bath in the “#ife of
Bath's Prologuo.® She attributes the two principal qualities of her die-
position, armorousnese and pugnaciousnsss, to the planets Venus and ¥are

Gat-tothed I was, and that bicom me wesl:s

I hadde the pronte of Seynt Venus seel.
As help me god, I was a lusty cong

And feire end riche, and yong, and wel bigoong
® & ¢ ¢ © & 9 & & 0o © * & o & * 8 S » O o 4O
For certos, I am al Venerien

In felinge, and myn herte ig Marciene

Vonus me yaf my lust, oy likerousnesse,

And Mars yaf ce my sturdy hardinossee

Myn ascendent was Taur, and Mars therinne.
Allas! allagl that ever love was sinnel

I folwod ay zyn inclimacloun

By vertu of my constellacioun:

That made me I coude noght withdrawe

iy chambre of Venus from a rood folawe,

Yet have I lartes sark up-on ay fagc,

And also in snother priveg place.

79« "The ¥ife of Bath’s Prologue,” Robinson, Op. cit.,
Pe 98, lines 603-606, 609-620,

From this pasoage it appenrg that the cauge of the Tife of
Bath's peculiarly contradictory character lies not so such in horself as in
hor stars; possidly she is not to be held morally responsible for all her
asctions. For at her birth the sign Taurus, one of the "housss” or “"mane
sions” of Venus, is said to have beem in the ascondent ovor the horizom,
here being what the exponontes of natural astrology would call "the horo-
scope in Thurus.® Her domimant star or rulirg planect is Venus——she

sperkg proudly of the wiedom taught rer by “my dame,” the love atar—
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which, being posited and at home in itc own house Taurus, may bve considerad
"wolledignified” or particalarly boneficont in mapect toward the “native.®
Most unfortunately, however, tho comhin‘ed good Influence of the ascendent
sipgn and the dominant star iIs vitiatod by the preaehce in porhagps platiec
conjunction of Mars, one of the most "malofic” and evil of planets. Both
uarg and Venus and tho aign Taurus have left their “mrke"_updn her body

0
ag well ae upon her _chamctana

B0« curry, 0P g_j-._t_h’ PPe 93-91.

Instead of having the naturally baantimi and welleproportioned
figure-=-gtatoly and tall, plump but never stout, graceful, with shite skin
touched delicately to pinke-vhich might heve been hers under the free, bene-
volent influence of Vemus, ehe is endowed with & stocky build, wmore or less
ungrioceful, and a buxom form of medium height. In place of the atiractive
face==round but not too largs, with finely chisoled featurecs, black eyes
and nrched oysbrows, and with a lovoly peachbloom comploxion set off by
thick, curling hair of a dark shade, which Venus night have gvivan, ehe had
inflicted upon her by the malignency of Hars s slightly heavy facé ig-
c?l:ined to fetness, and characterized by coargened features and by a suse
pic.touslyA red or florid complexion, which indicates that the woman is ime
modest, loquacious, snd given to drunkenesse Her voice, which ghould have
been gweet, 10v and well-modulated, is hareh, strident, and raised cone
tinually. Such a voice 1o especially signif lcant in its botrayal of the

tife's voluptuous and luxurious nature. Hars is responsible for the long
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spike-liks testh, set far apart with gaps between, vhich she ponseezes.

HNot less remarkable than this distortion of the #ife of Bath's
body is th® warping of her cbamctér wiich nsﬁl@s from the Nare~Venus
conjunction in Taurug. ¥Yorst of all, Mars has given her & "sturdy hardi-
neese" and a body 20 full of "ragerye" that even et tho age of forty she
is still "faire and yong and woll bigoon.® The ¥ife of Bath appears in
tho Prologue to her tales a fair Venerien figure and charactor :lmpoaéd up-
on and oppressed, distorted in somo meagurs and warped by the power of

8
Mars.

8l. Ibide, PPe 108=113.

A little lator in her Prolosue the Wife contrasts the influ-
ences of Morcury and Venus. As a jibe at the Clerk who was in the coapany
of Cantorbury pllgrims, ehe has jJust suid that clerks carmol possibly spoak
well of wlves, and that women could tell tales of clerks if they would.
She upholds her atatmeht thuss: ¥ives are the children of Venus, Clerks of
Hercury, two plnnafa which work contrary to each other. Venus has her ex-
eliction in the sign in wvhich Mercury has his depreossion. Therefore the
tvo signs have opposite virtues and influences, and the chlildren of cne

can gee little good in the children of the other.a2

82, Grimm, Ops citey, pPe 6de
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Chaucer says in the following lineos:

The children of Mercurie and of Vemus
Been in hir wirking ful contrariouss
Mercurie loveth wisdom and science,

And Venus loveth ryot and dispence.

Andy for hir diverse disposicioun,

Ech falleth in otheres exaltaclicunjy

&nd thus, got woot! Morcurie ia desolat
In Plsces, wher Vonue is exaltats

And Venus falleth ther liercurie is reysodj;

Therfore no wocman of no clerk is preyaed.83

83« "The wife of Bath’s Prologue,” Robinson, op. cit.,
Pe 99, lines 696-706«

It has been pointed ocut earlier on page 22 in this study
that in his story of Hypermmestra, Chaucer attompte to rationalize a
given character through the process of referring to astral influence,
and by intorpolating nativities which sesa to govern and direct the pre-
scrived actione He used the nativity which ho builds up in explaining

to hip audience the character and unusual actions of Hypermestra,

Although Gover, too, saw artistic possibilities in the astro-
lozical learning of hig day, and msde prompt use of these in the retelling
of the Alexander legend, most of his astrological referonces are mere
etatesonts of facts and theories. Gower does make use of the supposed in-
fluence of astrology, however, in his tale of Nectanabus. According to
the story, liectanabus, as previocusly stated on page 10 predicts the birth
of Alexander the Great through the use of astrology and magice He scans
the heavens in order to lcarn when the gtars will be in a favorable posi-

tion to cause the birth of a mighty emperor, and thias time he allous
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Olympias to give birth to Alexander the Great.“ Gower also tells us the
story of how Alexander pushes Nootanabus frbm’a tower because of his pre=~
tensions to knwleﬂga. Gowor makes use of the facts in this story for
moralizing on the inevitability of one's destiny as indicated in cne's
horoscopee His attitude townrd Nectanabus is one of condemmation. He

8
says that his d}eat,h is caused by the result of a life i1l spont. 3

84+ Foxy Ops citey Pe 85«

85. Foxg Opa g_i_.t_.. PPe 86=870

To summarize, both Chaucer and dovar have used astrology in
expleining the actions snd uppaarancés‘ of the characters in thoir storiege.
Ih tﬁa “Knight's Tale™ the planets Saturn and iars have porsonal repre-
sentatives tho are described as products of the influence of these tweo
planctse Tho character and pergonality of the wife of Bath are explained
as the result of the influence of the planets Mars and Venus at her bith,

In the “lsgend of Hypermnostra” Chaucer has set up a nativie
ty which helps to explain Hypermnestra's character and actiona. Although
Gower confines himself, for the most part, to a bold rehearsal of fscts
end theories, he does make uso of astral influence in the tals of Rectans~
bus. It can bo eaid, hwsﬁer, that Chaucer hag used astrology more fre-

quently than Gower in building the characters in his storiese
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The termes "nstrology” and "astronouy” meant practically the
sane thing to the average wan in the HMiddle aAges. Astrology, though re-
gonbling a science in that it makes use of observations and eeaké to op-
tablish lnvs governing ite data, is in roality & faith or a ereed. It
had its beginnings, so tradition tells us, in the faith of the ancient
Babylonians in cortein astral doities who exerted an influence upon
terrestrial ovents and human 1ife. The basis of this faith was not al-

togethor 11logical and contained a gorm of truth.

Of all the heavenly bodies, the sun exorted the most ob=-
vious effect upon the earth bringing day and night, summer and winter.
His raye lured growing things from tim earth and g0 gave sustenance to
wankind. -'ro the ancient pesoples of the Orient the sun was also often a
banaful powori he could destroy as well ne give life. The anclents,
therefore, came to look upon the sun as a grest and powerful god to be
sorshipped and propitiated Ly mun, If the sun was so powerful, it was
patural for them to believe thut all the othor bright orbs of the sky

wore lesser divinities who exorcised more limited powers on earth. From

59
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this boginning man extended more and mors the powors of those sidereal
divinities, attributing to their volition and influence all the most in-
’aignii‘icant as woll as the most important terrestrial evant#. If the
heavenly bodies, by revolving about the earth in ceaseless harmony, s{f-
fected the recurrence of day and nipht and of the seasons, and if their
configurations wore renymnsibie for th&minhtaﬁ ovents in nature, it wms
natural‘ to auppceetts:b, beoaides affacting man thus indiractly, they also
influenced him directly and were re;sponsiblo for hig conduct nnd- for the

86
vory qualities of his mind and scule

86+ Grimm, op. oite., ppe S51-52.

On 1ts philosophical slde astrology wes a systeam of astral
theology developed, not by popular thcught but by caraful 'ébservu@ione
and spoculations vof lcarned priests and echolarse It was a puroly Eastem
science which came into being on the Chaldean plains and 1;1 the Nile vale
leye As far asg it is kx‘xm, it was ontirely unknown to any of the primie
tive aAryan races, from flindostan to Scaudimvia.' Astrology ac a system
of divination never gained a foothold in Grewece during the brightest pae
riod of hor intellectual life. However, the dogma of astral divinity was
zoalously manintoined by the greastest of Groek philosophorse Flato called
the stars "visibvle Gods™ and ranked them just below the suprome etarnal
beinges Flato thought that thésa celestial gods were infinitely superior
to the anthropomorphic gode of the popular roligzion, who resembled men in 4

their passions and were superior to them only in benuty of form and im
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pover, Aristotle defonded with no less zeal the doctrine of the divini-
ty of the stars, secing in them cternal substences, principlea of move-
monts, and therefore divine béings. In the Hellenistic poriod, Zeno the
Stoic and his followers proclaimed the supremacy of the sidereal divinie
tios even more than tho schools of Flato ahd Arigtotle had done, The
stolcs dovelopud the v‘df.c"octrino of fatalizm, which 1a the inevitable cut~
como of faith in stellnr iﬁtluanoea on human life, Yot they proved by
facts that fatoliem is not incompatible with sctive and virtuocus living.
By the end of the Roman Imperial period astrology had trznsfermed pagane
ism, replacing the old society of immortals, who were scarcely superior
to 'mort‘ala excopt in being exempted frdm old age and death, by faith in
the seternal beinge whose power, regulated by unvarying colestial motions,
extanﬂed' aver all the earth and determined the destiny of the whole humsn
rnyéé, : Aatralogy, as 8 scisnce and a system of divination, exerted a pro-
rdumi influence over tho medisval minds Mo court was without ite praoce
ticing astrologer and the ﬁhiversitiea all had their professors of ag-

trology .8?

74 Ibide, PP» 53=54«

The practice}ot astrology was an essontial part of the physi-
cian's profeossion, and before proscribing for a patient it was thought
quite as important to detemino' the popitions of the planetis as the nmature
of the diecase. Thers is an intoresting example of this fact in the "pro-

logue to the Canterbury Tales® whore Chaucer spsaks of the Doctor's
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knowledge and use of astrology as if it were his chief excellence as a
phyeicians

In al thig world ne was ther noon him lyk
To epoke of phisik and of surgeryes

For he was grounded in astronomyee

He kopte his pacient a ful greet del

In houres, by his magik naturel.

#el coude he fortunem the ascendent

Of bis images for his pacient.t®

88« "The Prologue to Centerbury Teles,® Robinson, Ope cit.,
Pe 23, lines 412-418. o

In medieval times, mstrology was one of the vital Interssts
of mene Tho ordinary man of the siiddle Ages knew much more than do most
men today about the phenomena of the heavens. The conveniences that we -
have such as clocks, nlmanacs, and charts repraaenting colestial phenomena
vore rares Therefors the diract observation of the heavenly todies was
necessary for the regulation of man'e daily occupationse 'rhé belief in
a geocentric system of the universe, which in Chaucer's contury was almost
universally accepted, was one of vast eignificance in man'so woy of thinke
ing. According to this view, all the heavenly hodien seemed to have beon
crested for the vole benefit of man, who inhabited the central position in
the un;vmaj thoir movenents, always wifh rerei'enca to tho earth as a'
center brouzht to man light, haat, chengos of season--all the conditions
that mede human 1ife poesible on earth. Not only did the man of the uide
dle iges see in the 'ragulér movements of the celestial sphoros the instrue

ments in which God granted him physical existence, but in the variousm age
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pects of the heavenly phenocmena he saw the governing principles of hie
zmoral life. The arrangement of the heaveonly bodies with regard to one
enother 2t varicus times was supposed to exort undoubted power over the
course of terrestrial eventss. 3ZS=0h planet was ihought to have special
attributes snd a special power oi- Mflﬁehco over wen'a lives. The
plsuet’s influence was believed to vary g&atly according to its posi=
tion in the heavens, so that in order to determine a man'é destiny ec~
éumtely it was necessary to congider the mapect of tho wholo heavans,
aopecially at the maﬁont of his birth, but also st othor times. This
was called "ematingz the horoscope™ end was regardéd as of great impore
tance in enabling e man to guard agalnst threatening porils or bad tone
dencies, and to make the bost uoe of favorable.opportunit‘ioa. It fa not
surprising them, that the great movements of literature in tho medleval
times and even much later are filled with astrological allusions, for

thezs are but roflections of tho vital human interests of the timaa.ag

89, Gl‘im. OE. g!-_t..’ PPe 3~4e

The bseudo—aatrnnmicul science of astrology, which was called
“Jddida_l astrology” was pursued duﬂng the Roman Bmpire and throughout
the Widdle Ages with much greater zeal than theorstical motronomy. shile
tho‘ interest in astrology did encourage the study of cbservatlional astrono-
oy becsuse the “casting of horoscopes” required thét the heavenly bodioes
be cbserved and mothods of calculating thoir positions at any time or

Place be known, thore vas no desire to inquire into the underlying laws
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of the celoatisl motions or to investigate the real nature of the heavon-

1y phencmem.go

90s 'Ibid.' Pe Ga

The contact of urops with Arab culture through the crusades,
the Saraceng in Siclly and the Hoors in Spain, results in an increased
sense of the importance of astronomy and astrology. thile the acholars
of the Christian wrid had been devising mllegaorical representations of
the world baaed on sacred litorature, the Arabian scholars had been delve
ing into Greek science, translating Ptolemy and Aristotle, and trying to
pake 1mpmimente upon ?tolemaic agtronooy. The real revival of Greek
agtronony took place in the fcurteenth century when scholars began to
realize that new worﬁ in asfronomy must be preceded by a thorough knowle
edge of the astronomy of the Alexandrian school. It was then that Greek
and latin Macripts ’of works on astronomy began to be esgerly scught for
and deciphered, and & fire foundation conétmeted for the fovival of
theorctical estrononye. It was in the fourteenth century that Chaucer
lived and workedj therefore, it is not surprising that his Qtoriu contain
a congidersble emount of mstronomical lore. Although the theorles of as=-
tronony carrent in Chzucer's century have boen made obsolete by the De
Révoluticmibua‘ Orbium of Copernicus, and by Kepler's discovery of ths
laws of planetary motion; although the inaccurate and.unsatisfactory
methods of astronomicsl investigaticn then in use have been supplanted

by better methods made possible through G2lileo's invention of the tole-
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acope and through the wodern use of speotrum analyeis; yet, of all scion-
tific subjecta, the astronomy of that period could most nearly lay claim
to the name of science according to the present menning of the term. The
study of obsorvationa) astromomy, which resulted from the interest in as-
trology, furnishad the sclence with a basis of fact and observatlon which
far‘ Qnrp&asad in detail and accnra#y that of any other subject. FPracti~
cally all of Chaucor's writings contain mome referonce to the movement s
and relative poﬁitions of the heavenly bodies, and to their influence on
human and mundane affairs, and in saae of his works, especially in the
*Troatige On The Astrolabe,” a very technicsl and detailed knowledge of
asirononical and astrological lore is displayed. Thers is évery roason
to believe that, so far ss it sat:laﬁéd hig purpogses, Chaucer sade hime
self familiar with the whole literature of astronomical sciences s

91le 1Ibide, DPPe 9-10.

John Gower is sometimes credited with having re-ostablished
the di.st:lnétioa botween astronomy and astrology, made by Isidore of So=
viile, in the soventh century, snd commonly obscured through the intere
voning time. Ever since the introduction of Arsbian science, the dis-
tinction betwean astrolopgy and astronomy had becoze hopelessly confused;
#4114m of Conches and Rozer Bacon had even inverted the accepled usages
It ie interesting to find the old Isidorean definitions reuppesring in
Gowsr. Probably for tha first time in English, astronony and astrology

ars defined according to the denotatlions which tho words bear todayoga

92. @odel, Op. Cite, ppe 133~134




66

Although Gower dofines astroncoy and astrology according to
tho modorn usage in his Confessio Amantis, this distinction is verbal
only and represents no difference in his uctuasl thinking. He defines

astroncoy in the followiug liness

Astronocaie i1s the scilence

Of wigdom and of hih connynzo,

ghich makith a wan have knowlechinge
of sterres in the {irmement,
Figure, corcle and moevement

of och of hem in sondri place,

And vhat botween is of space

Hou so thol moave or stonds fas ta§
Al this it iolleth to the laste.?

93. Hacsulay, ops cit., pe 251, Book VII, linos 670-678.

cover'es definition of asirology as taken from his Confessio

Amnntis appoara in the following liness

Agsembled with asironoaie

Is ok that ilke asirologie,

The which in juggmentz amonteth,

And hou thei causen many a wondeyr

To the climatz that stonde hem under.

94, Tbide, p» 251, Book VIIs lines 679-684.

By the fourtesenth century the acceptanca of astrology in the
wostern civilization was widespread. Gower is awars of th: opposilion to
divination by dreaws and to magic, but astrology is the science without
which all knovledge 1s in vaine He cays in the following linesas

The sclence of astronczie

I thinke forte specefie,
%ithoute which, to telle pleinm,
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£1) othre science 1s in vein
Toward the scale of erthli thinges:
For ag en Fgle with his winges

Fleth above alle that mon finde

So doth this science in hie kindes’”

95. Ib’-do, ps 250, Book VII, lines 625-632.

During the Middle Ages, the terms astrology and astronomy
meant practically the same thing. The atudy of astrolozy brought about
the study of the heavens known as astronony. There are numerous reof=-
erences to both astrolozy and astronomy in the works of Chaucor; how-
oever tho distinction between the two terms was not vory clear to men of
(:hauc?r's daye Gowoer re~-establighed the definitions of astrolozy and
astronomy according to the modern usage} howover, he continued to think
of both these terms as meaning practically the s=me thing. Both theseo

posts thought of astology and astronomy as interchangoable terms,



CHAFTER ¥V

The chief sources and causes of influoncs in astrology are
the seven planets, singly or in combination; the north and south pointe
in which the moon crosass the ecliptic, technically called the Dragon's
Head or the Dragon’s Tslly tho signs of the zodiac, with various gub=
divicions of theng and cortain fixed segments of the heavons, indeponde
ently of thoir relations to the zodisce To oach of the planets are
asgribeﬂ particular qxauties and the capacity for variocus influences
upon the charactors and fortunes of men under certain favorable and un~
favorable circumstances., Each of the plenets is sgald to gov;m gertain
parts of the body and regiona of the earth, and to exert sspecial influe

once upon certain diaeasea.%

96 xanly, 22.9_15. » PP 0137-138.

Instead of presenting the planets with their various influ~
snces in an orderly fashion us- they are presented by Gowsr, Chaucer
elaborntes on the influences of the varicus planets in writing his
stories. As we have seen earlier in this study, Chaucer has built up

the astrological influences of the plancts Saturn and pars in the
68
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"fight*s Tale.” The planet Mars is by nature hot and dry, fiery, noctur-
nal, and viclent. Anyone born vhen the influence of Mars is predominant
will have a strong,well-set body which will be short, lean, bony and muscu-
lar. If Mars is well situated with roference to other heavenly bodies,
f.he person will be fond of war and contention, but in other respects pru-
dent, rational, and even gensrous and magnanimous. If, on the other hand,
Kars is 111 situated, the peraon will be vhoylly destitute of any virtue.
The planet Saturn is by nmture mascul.’mo,‘e'vil and diurnal, signifying
ol"d,age if he be in tho west and the beginning of_ old age if he be in the
cagt. This planet is malicious in ﬁny position, but in the fixed signs it
is capable of producing death and destitution for those born upon the
sarthe According to Chaucer, the planet Saturn causes many evil plagues

a7
to come upon mens

97 curry, op. 2&.. PPe 129-130.

The planet Vemus is déscribed es hot anl moist, feminine,
nocturnal amd temperate. Those born under her influence are said to be
elegantly formed and extremely beautifuls They will have sparkling hazel
or black eyes, & round smooth face, light or chestnut hair, dimples in
the cheek or chin, & sweet voice, and a very engéging address. If Vemus
is well dignified, the person born under her influence will be even tem=
pered, kind, and gweet, vefy merry and cheerfulj neat and & lover of
dreaq. He will be fond oi_' music and very elegant amusement, very prone

to loie, yot truly virtuous and much inclined to be jealous. If Venus
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is 111 defined, the native will bo lowd, profligate, shamsless, and wholly
v g8
abandoned and inclined to every specles of lust and deprevity.

98e mly, Sp. ﬁo' Pe 136,

A good example of the way in which Cheucer used astrologicel
influences in bduilding his characters is his presentution of ths character
of the wife of Bathe In thie passage the good qualities of the wife'sm
character aro attributed to the influence of Venus and the evil @131«
in hai- éharaatm" are attributed to the influence ofvmra. s!:i' gays that
both iara and Venus and the sign Taurus have left r-t_hoir‘markavupon‘her body
as woll as her characters In other passages which bave been cited sarlier
in this study, page 22, Cheucer makes mrthér', use of the influsnces of
aatrdloy in his explamation of the actions of Hypermmestra in the *Legend
of Good Tomen,® the foat of magic which was performed by Aurelius in tho
“Franklin*s Tale,® and the heavy rain which occure in the story of "Troilus
gnd Criseydos™ In each of theéa atorieé we leam something about Chaucer's
ide# of the influonces of the variocus planetse- Ascording to Chrucer, the
pﬁﬁt Nars _7i9es podple to bo warlike and very large in physical appeare
8nce. Venus causes poople to be very handsome in appearunca and governs
one's love affairs. The planet Jupiter influences a.persén to be véry prue
dent and to be of good‘ consciences The :mﬁuenéas of the planet Saturn
ars veq’ evil. sntam is' capable of préducing doath and destitutica for
th&ao bors under his fnfluence. The moon causos the tides to rise and fall

and is vary influentisl in the matter of long Journiese The sun rules
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over the grosing things of the aarth.”

99 Curry, ops Site, Ppe 93-94+

Gover disgcussss the inflnyences of esch of the nvwrpianats
in their correct Ftolemaio 'ordéi in the seveath book ot nis conf§aai§
gmentic. He begine hie discusalon vvuith an oxplanation of the movesents
of tho vericus planets, which appears in tho following liness

The more that thel stonden lows,

The more ben the cercles lassag

That congeth why that some passe
tisre due cours tofore mn other.i%0

100, Hacaulay, ope cite, pe 252, Book VIX, lines 706~709+

~According to these lines, the mearsr the planet is to the
sarth, the shorter is its orbit. The moon is nearest to the earth and
controls the tides of the seas The moon also controls ell shellfish,
thich- thrive or waste away in accordance with its phases. The light of
the moon is unique smong the sters in that it is reflected !‘m the ﬁm.
In regard to the influence of the moos upon men, Gower describes travel
as the lotr of thm}a under ita powers Tho influonces of the -oon"tn par-
ticularly strong in Gormany and ¥nglande Although the moon is not treated
as a planst .today, it wae treated as one of the planets in Gower's day.
Beéaua the moon is nesrest to the sarth, Gower describes the influence

of this planet firete
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Benethe alle othre gtant the mone,
The which hath with the See to donss
0of flodes hihe and ebbes lowe

Upon his change it achal bve knowej
ind every fish which bath & schelle
ot in his governance duelle,

To wexe and wane in his degre,

Ap ba the Mone & msu mal soj

And at that etant upon the grounde
0f his moisture it mot bte founde.
Alle othre sterrss, as men finde,
Be echyende of here oghne kinde
Outake cnly the monelyht,

¥hich is noght of himeelve bright,
Bot as he tekth it of the Sonne.
And yit he hath al fulwonne

Hie lyht; that he nys somdiel derkp
But what the lette is of that werk
In the Almageste it telleth thisa
The Hones cercle so love isy
¥hereof the Sonne cut of his stage
¥e goth him noght with full viesage,
For he is with the ground boschaded,
50 that the ¥one is somdiel feded
And may noght fully schyne clere
Bot shat man under his power

Is borey; he schal his places change
Aind egche msnye londes strengoes
And es of ihis condicion

The ¥onos disposicion )
Upon the lond of Alemaigne,

Is got, and ek upon Bretaigne,
¥hich nou is cleped Englondj

For thel travaile in overy lond.ml

10le Ibide, pe 252-253, Book VII, lines 721754«

The second planht. Hercury, influences mwen to be gtudious
and loving of ease and moneye The inflnence of this planet is strongest
in Burgundy and Frances
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Cf the Planetes ths secounde
Auove the lione hath take his bounde,
Hercurig, end his nature is this,

That under him vho that bore is,

In boke be gchnl be studious

&nd in wrytinge curiocus,

4nd slovh and lusttes to traveile

In thing which sllecp myhte avalles

He loveth eso, ho loveth ruste,

§0 is he noght the worthieste}

Bot yit with somdiel hesineszas

Hies herte ie sot upon richease.

And &8s in this condicion,

The effect and disposicion

Of this Plnnete and of his change 102
Iz most in Burgaigne end in France.

102« Ibld-, Ps 253-254’ Boo& ?II. 1lines 755-770,

The third planet, Vemus, *gwémethval the naclion of lovers,”
end 1a soft and swoet. The unfortunate thing cbout Vemus is thet in mat-
ters of sex, it loses all sense of right and wrong, and its influence h
powerless to denj the demands of loves The pmr of Vemus is péevul’eut
in loabardye |

noxt to Mercurle, ae wol bafalle,
gtant that Planecto which men calle
Yems, whos constellacion

governoth al the nacion

0f lovers, whar thel spiede or non,
0f whiche I trove thon be énz

Bot widerward thin heppes wende,
gSchal this planele achewa at ende,
Ap it hath do to many mo, .

To some wel, to snome wo,

And natheles of this Planste

The moste part is softe and svetey
For who that therof takth hie berthe,
fie schal desire Jole und marthe,
Gentil, courteis and debonaire,

To speke his wordes softe and faire,
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Such schal he be weie of kinde,

And overal wher he may finde

Plesance of love; his herte Blowsth
#ith al his myht and there he woweths
Re is so foerforth amourous,

He not shat thing is viclous
Touchende love, for that lawe

Thor mai no paner men withdrawe,

The which venerien is bore

Bo wnle of kinde, and therefore

VYenus of love the goddessce

Ie cleped} bot of wantouncese

The climat of hir lecherie 102

1s most commmn in Lomberdies

103, ; Eidc’ PPn 254-255. Yince T71-8004

The noxt planet i the sun, giver of light and increagse of
the earth. According to Fox, Gower describes the aun as riding in & car
of gold and vearing on his head a golden crown eet with precious stones,
The sun's chariot s drasm by four horsess Eritheus, Acrtabaf,fm’pen‘,
and Philogeu&a The sun is tho chisf planet and from the middle place
rixlaa the other sixe The man sho is born under the influence of the sun
will bo of good will, libersl, subtle of wit, sble in goldesithing, and
ﬁiwer in financial affairs. Groece is the mmtry}m-t'nn&u itw sun's

e
lnﬂmnmi’oa

104« . Fox, Ope _ci‘_t_a,, Pe E4a

| The fifth planet is ¥ara, the “planete bataillous,® and ef-
feéts those bora under his with fierce mariial spirit. His influsnce is

most folt in the Holy lande
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Mars the Planste bataillous

Next to the Somns gloriocus

Above stant, and doth mervaliles
Upon the fortune of batalles.

The conquercurs bo daios olde
Fere unto this planate holdes

Bot uwho that his nativite

Hath tak upon the propratie

Of ¥nrtes dicposicioun

Be wele of constellamioun

He schal be fiers and folhostif
And desirous of werre and strif,
Bot forte telle redely

In whnt clicat most comunly

That this planete hath his offect,
Seid, ic that he hath hins asgpect
Upon the holi lond ocast,

That there is no pes stodefaet 1O

105« Ibide, pe 257, Book VII, lines 888-906,

Jupiter makes men meok and patient, fortunate in bLusiness,
and "lusti io delicacie.” Fgypt comes under the influence of this plan-
et. Gower describes the inflnence of thip planet in the following lines,
previously quoted on page 5 of this study:

The nixte Planet of the sevens,
gtant Jupiter the delicsat,

thich causoth poes and no dedat,
For he is clepod that Flanete
¥hich of his kinde softe and swete
Attenpreth al that to hin lengethg
And whom this planste underfongeth
To stonl upon his regiment,
fHe schal be meke and pacient

And fortunat to Marchandis

And lusti to delicacis

In svery thing which he schal doe
This Jupiter is cause also

Of the eclence of lyhte workes,
And in this wise letten clerkes
He 18 the planets of delioces.



76

Bot in Egipte of his offices

Be regneth amost in spoclelr

For ther be lustss overal

of al that to this 1if befalleth}
For ther no stormy woeder falleth,
¥hich nyhte grisve mun or beste,
And gk the lond is £0 honeste
That it &s plentevous and plein,
Ther is non ydel ground in velng
And upon such felicite
Stant Jupiter in his dogro.108

106s Ibide, ppe 257-258, Book VII, lines 907934

The highest nlanel 1s Sziurn, cold of complexion. His ine

fluence makes wen eruel and malicious, and his domnin is in the Orienmt,

Tho influences of ths plenct Saturn arc doscribed in ths lines which fole

low:

The heyeste and aboven zalle

Stant that planate which wan calle
Saturnus, vhos complexion

Is cold, and his condition

Csuseth malice and oruslte

To him the whoa nativite

In sot undor his governsunce.

For allo hioo workes bon grovance
And onezy $0 mannes hole,

In what degre that ho schal dele,

 His ¢limt in in orient, 107

Eher that he is most violents,™

107 Ibid.y pe 258, Book VI, lines 935-846.

$hile Chaucer doss not progest the emppoccd influcmces of tho

seven planets in order as .thay are presonted in the works of ,Gmi-, he

does progent them In his gtories. The influence of the variocus planets
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as they aro prosented by these poets are generally the same. The planet
¥ara is vory influential in mattors of war, while saturn causes muny evil
plagues to comeé upon men, The planet Venus hes poweyr over affairs of
love, and the moon ia influontlal in matters of travel and owver the tides.
The planet Jupiter causes people to be vory patient and businesslike, und
Hdercury causes paople to be rich and easygoinge The sun causes men to be
of good will, subtle of wit, and clever in financial affairs. 5ince these
poets lived in the same pariod, it is not surprieing that they have pre=

sonted the plancta as having the eame influences and powerse



CHAPTER VX

In writing stories for his medieval mudience, Chaucer found
it necessary to discard mach of the anclent mythological machinery and
to substitute as a motivnting force that foramtive and impelling influe
ence of the stars in which his age bolisvede In order to substitute such
a motivating force for the fimal stages of action, he has skillfully gone
about transferring the power of the anclent gods of his sources to the

astrological plenets of the sume mme-loe

108« Curry, Ope cite, ppe 119=120.

To thinkers of the #ilddle Ages, myths about the ancient gods
were woroly figments of the pootic imagination or creations of the philo-
sophic mind put forward to express an osoteric meaning. As early as the
twvolfth century Albvericus, phiilosophus, &rranges the gode. whose persons
he is describing in thelr astronomical order and indicates that they are
to be congidorsd as planets and not as godse He eays, for oxample, that
"onus holds tho fifth place among the planots, and on that sccount che is

09
deseribed as fifthly.”l

109 Ibmo. PDe 149;1500

78
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Although Chaucer does not confuse the planets with tho ancient
deities, there are some examples of the "oarry-evors® fron the ancient gods
to the planeta in his storiese In the “Knight‘s 'mla," Satum is presonted
as the planot except for the fact that his be.lng tho fathar of Vanus Bug~
gosts a myth connocted with godsh:lp. Finding that his daughtar Venue, who
i9 more powerful in matters portaining to lova and peace than uar, cannot
properly suppoert her warrior Falamon, he rangen himsolf upon her aide and
prepares to fight her battles against Mars, the war star, The conflict,
therefore, rages until the finsl catastrophe, between nafa, the supporter
of Atcna, and Saturn, the protector of Prlamon. Saturn addresses Vemus
tolling Vher that he is well equipped f‘or. suhh a cunflictﬁ.

miy doero doghter Venua," quod Saturn,

"y cours, that hath go wyde for to_turne,
Hath more power than wot any wan-~110

110e. ®The Knight's Tale," Robinaon, op. cit., pe 48, linos
2453=2455.

Chaucer hag his characters to go to the temples to pray to the
various planotas, which suggests again, the relationship of the planets %o
tho ancient deitiese All the dates ip the story except iy 3 are doter-
mined sbgolutely byv the aétrologlcal schome of planotary hours and days
which controls the events of the gtory. The first meetiing of Palamon and
Arcite is apprﬁpriately on Friday, bocuuse that is the ‘day of Yems; and
at the first hour after sunrise, hocauge that is the hour of Venus. The
interrupted combat occurs on the next day, because tﬁ#t is the day of s5a~

turn, and apparently at the first hour of the day, which is the hour of
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Saturn. The tournasment cammot occur on Sundey, the day of the sun, but

since Arcite, who worships llars, is t{o be victorious, it.must oceur on

Tuesday the day of Sxaraclu

111. Kanly. 22- 2—1-5-.. P 551

On Sundey morning, says Chaucer, apparently after the most
caroful astrologicel calculation, when Palamon hears the lark sing, ale
though 1t {s not yet day by two hours, he preperes to make a pilgrimsge
to the tomplo of Venusa

%han Palemon the larke horde synge,
Although it nere nat day by houres two,
Yot song the larke, and Pnlamon also

with hooly horte and with an heigh corage,
He roos to wanden on his pllgrimapge

Unto the blisful Citheros henigne,

I mone Venus, honourable and dignae.

And in hir houre he walketh forth a pas
Unto the lystes ther hire temple was,

#nd doun he knoleth, and with humble chooere

112, »The Knight’s Tale," Robinson, ope. cite, pe 45,
lines 2210-2219.

At the "thridde houre insqual® the sun rises, and Enily goos
to proy in the temple of Diane; and "the nexte houre of Mars folwinge
thig" Arclte goes to do sacrifice to émra.

The thirdde houre inequal that Palemon
Bigan to Venus temple for to gon,

Up roog the sonne, and up roos Lwelye,
And to the temple of Dyana gan hyo.

a ® ® & & & 9 & ¢ ® 5 ¢ O .
The nexte houre of Yars folwynge this,
Arcite unto the tozple walked ia
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Df fierse uars, to doon his sacrifice,

#ith lle the rytes of his payen wysasil®

113. JIbide, ppe 46, 47, llnes 3270-2370.

Anothor example of the "carry-overs™ from the anciont deities

to the seven planets as they appear in Chaucer®e works can be sesn in the
following passsage from the "Franklin's Tale.,*®

Your blisful suster, lucina the shone,

Thet of the soe is chief goddess and quene,
Though Neptunue have deitee in the gee,

Yot eupress akoven him is ghes

Ye knowm wal, lord, that right as bir desyr

Is to be quiked and lighted of your fyr,

For which ghe folweth yow ful bisily,

Right so the ges dosyroth naturally

Tu folwen h}r, ap she that is goddosse 114
Bothe in tho see and riveres more and lessoe

114« “The Franklin's Tale,* Robinson, Ope cite, p. 167,
linas 1045«1054,

surelius praye to the sun to help him to romove the rocks from
the coast of Brittany by enlisting the eld of the moone

therfore, lord Fhebusm, this is my requeste~~
Do this miracle, or do my herte breste~=
That nowy next at this opposiciocun,

%hich in tho signe ehanl be of the Leoun,

As preyeth bir so greet a flood to bringe,
That fyve fadmo at tho lesesis 1t overspringe
The hyeste rokke in Amerik Briteyne;

And let this endure yeres tweyneg

® & & 5 % e e N ® a9 B e L e S E P s e
FPreoye hir she go no faster courme than ya,

I seye, proyeth your eustor that she go

No. faster cours than yo thisoe yeres tuoe
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Tran ehal sho boen evene atis fulle almy,ns

And spring-flood lagte both night and day.

115. "The Franklin®s Tale,® Robinson, ope cit., ps 167,
‘Yimeg 052-1055, 1070.

In the story of “Troilus and Crisoyde,” Troilus undertakes
scarcoely a single act without first Mplodng gome ono of the celestial
powers for help. then ho 'hab canrassed:ﬁiu love to Pandarus and the late
tor hag pronised to help him, Troilus proys to VYenus.

How Blisful Vormus helps, or that I sterve

0f thoe, Pandars, I mey som thank daaorva-hs

3116+ “Troilus and Criseyde,” Robineon, Ops cits, pe. 467,
linos 1014=1015 ' '

E}ﬁan Troilng is about to undertake n step that will eithor win
or loge Crigeyde he praysm to all the plgnatary gods, but sepacially to
Yerus, bezging her to overcome by her ald whetover ovil influence the
planats exorciged over him in his bLirthg

Yit blisful Venus, this night thou me enspyroj
quod Troilus, "ss wis as I theo sorve,

And ever bot and bet ghal, til I sterves

And 1f I hadde, O Venus ful of purthe, .
Aspects badde of lars or of Saturne,

Or thou combust or let wore im my birthe,

Thy fader prey al thilke hamm disturme.,” M7

117 ™Troilus and Criseydo,” Robinson, Ope cite, pe 501,
~ lineg 712-718. : -
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Chaucer hag not confused the planets and ancient deitiesj how-
ever, he has suggested a vague relationship between the deities and the
planets ag he presents them by having his characters offer prayers to the

various planets asking them for help in their problemse

John Gower does not confuse the planets with the ancient dei-
- ties in his worksj however, he like Chaucer, has his characters offer
prayers to the various planets. The prayer of Cephalus to the sun and
moon, which seems to be of Gower's invention, 1s an example of this.
Cepbhalus prays to the sun

And in the Signe of Capricorn,

The house appropred to gatorne,y’

I preie that thou wolt sojourne, 1
VVher ben the nihtes derke and longes

1_18. Hacanhy. 2. _Cg_t_.' Pe 388. BOOk Iv. linen 3322-3223.

As the sun enters the sign of Capricorn at the winter solstice,
the appropriatoness of the prayer is apparent, however startling the re-
queste To make sure that the nights be dark and long, cﬁphalus further
implores the sun

That thou thi swifte hors restreigne

Lows under Erthe im Occident,

That thel towardes Orlent 119
Be cercle go the longe weils.

119, Ihido. pe- 388, Book IV, linos 3233-3236.

He prays to the moon with a different intemt.
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And in Cancro thin oghne hous

Ayein Phebus in opposit

Stond a1 this time, and of delit
Behold Venmus with a glad yhe.

For thanne upon astronomie

Of due constellacion

Thou makst prolificacion, 120
And dost that children ben gegetes

120. .EP&E:. Pe 388, Book IV, 324223249,

Although Chaucer and Gower do not confuse the seven planets
with tﬁo ancient deities of the same names, the planets in their stories
do posgess some “carry-overs” from the ancient deities. In the "Knight's
Tale, Palsmon and Arcite pray to the planets for victory. Chaucer hap
Aurelius to pray to tho sun in the "Franklin's Tale,” In the story of
*"Troilus And Criseyde,” Troilus undertakes scarcely a single act without
first imploring some one of the celestial powers for help. John Gower
does not confuse the planets with the ancient deities in his works, but
he does have his characters to offer prayers to the various planets. It
can be said that these two poets, do present the seven planets in such a
way that they remind us somewhat of the ancient deities whose namos they

bear.
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Since these two poets lived and wrote during the uiddle sges,
it is not aurpfiaiug to léém that their attitudes and beliefs congerning
the theory and practice of astrology are very similar. Both of than-. have
used astrology in various ways throughout their works snd it has been the
purpose of this study to point cut soms of the similarities in thoir uses

of ngtrologye

Although toth of these poots made use of the influonces of
astrology in writing for their wedieval audience, they did not bellove in
fatalieme They took sides with the Church in their bdbelief that God has
the power to save a man regardlecs of the nature of his horescope. The
general nttitud_e of theso poets toward astrology reprosents that or the
oducated man living in wedioval times. It can be said that Chaucer and
Gower were very much interosted in astrology and its supposed influences
upon human lifej however, both of thom expressed an attitude of condennae

tion toward the practice of astrologionl maglcs

The use of the influonces of astrology as & motivating force
is very prosinant in the works of those two poetse The “Knight's Tole,*

which is actually built around the conflict between the planets Saturn and
85
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¥arg, is an ampie of Chaucer's use of astrology as a motivaiing force
in his sturies. Gower made ugs of astrology as a mbtiiating force in hig
*Talo of Roctanabus™ when he hae Hectanabuas to consult the heavens for a
guitable time for the birth of iloxander the Creat.

'chaucer'a presontation of the auppoaed influences of the seven
plnmis is zuch the same as Gower's; hawmr,"chaucor prosents the planeis
with their various influences in his stories, while Goﬁar lists the cevan
“jzianatn.togethar with thoir gupposed MInemo as they might appoar in a
aéientific dictionarys The seven plenets, as they are presented by these

two poots, ars very sinilar to the planets of modern astrologye

These poets aleo used astrology in the creation of their chare
acters as it has boen pointed out previously in this study. The uwife of
B&th is an oxample of a character oreated by Chanéur through the usse of tha
influences of astrologye Her total porsonality end ections are influenced
by tho configuration of plancts st the mowent of her hiﬂh. Gowor has uged
agtrology in the creation of the character of a great smpérur in his tale
of Neotanabus. Although Chaucer made use of astrology in éreétlng and pore
traying character more freguently than Gower, both of ti:eaa poets capitale
ized on the grentér réith of the majority of people of their tinme in the
influeme a‘r astrology upon huran lifos

In the Middle Ages, the terzs “astirology” and “astronomy” doe
noted practically the same thing. Actually astronomy, or the study of the

heavens, grew ocut of men's interest in the heavenly bodies which was
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caused by hie bellef in the influence of these bodies upon his life, or
astrology. Therefore, these torms ne#nt the sama thing to Chaucer and
Gowere There are numerous referonces t0 astrology and ugtrbmmy in the
works of Chaucers however, his primary .ﬁ:tqroai in ‘the hoavenly bodies
soous to be centored in thelr astrological influcnces upon human life '
rather than in the study of astronosy as we know it todayg Alt!wu@ Gowar
ic somstimep given the coredit for re-establiahing the digtinction betwsen
the terms of astrology and asironomy as we kaos them, ho, like Chaucer,

actually mde no difference in those two terme in hie omn thinkinge

¥hile Changer and Gower do mot confuse the planots with the
ancient deities of the same z&ma, their planets do bave soue of the “car-
ry-overs” from the ancient deitieé vhoet nomes thoy bear. s it hes bén
p‘o’inted out in this study, both of these poets have thoir characters to
préy'fo the plémte. Thia suggests the relationship of the planats to the
anciont deities, although the people of the uiddle ages 'no longer beo=
lieved in the anclent deitles. Howover, the ssven plenste asz thay have
boeen presonted by these poets have not boon confused with the ancient

deltiose
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