University of Richmond
UR Scholarship Repository

Master's Theses Student Research

1948

The need for dergy in seventeenth century Virginia

and the methods adopted to supply this need

Wayland Horace Jones

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses
(o} Part of the History Commons

Recommended Citation

Jones, Wayland Horace, "The need for clergy in seventeenth century Virginia and the methods adopted to supply this need" (1948).
Master’s Theses. 1233.
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/1233

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Research at UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact

scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.


http://scholarship.richmond.edu?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/student-research?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/masters-theses/1233?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmasters-theses%2F1233&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu

THE “LED FOR CILERGY 1N SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY VIRGINIA AND THE METHODS
ADOPTED T9 SUPPLY THIS NEED

A Thesis
Presented to
the Faculty of the Denartment of History
| University of Richmond

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

Master of Arts

by
wayland Horace Jones

August 1948



CHAPTER I

THE RELIZIOUS BACKGROUND OF THE
SETTLEMENT OF THE COLONY AT JAMESTOWN

During the reigns of Elizabeth and James I,

there was no question ¢oncerning the legal status
of the Anglican Churchj 1t was the Eatablished

Church of England and ns such 1t was rrotected by

law and sunnorted by the State. = There was,

however, some question ns to what direction the

Church of England’wonld take, S8ince Henry VIII,

the Chureh in England had been made ur of conflicting

parties snd factions, cach one with its own ideas

and ‘none willing to be tolerant or comnromising

toward the others e
Of the three groups into which the Church was

divided, the:group which followed the Pope and

the Roman Church was the firat to lenve the

Natidnalfchurch; 3 This body of pebvle'had'StaYed

in the Church honing to help it return to the

lGeorge M. Brydon, Yirginia's Mother Church,

pe 6°

James 'S. M. Anderson, The History of the
Church of England in the célonies. o, 98-153,

%Brydon, op. citeyne 7.
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Roman fold, but after the Bull of Pius V, in 1569,
in which he tried to excommunicate Queen Elizabeth
and absolve her subjects from their éllegiance to
hef, they had no choice but to leave,? This
departure elenred the Church of one bf.its radical
elements ahd:gnve'it a chance to develop 1ts
institutional 11ife 1ndependenﬁ49fvﬁomé and outside
auﬁhority,

'8t111 within the Church, lowever, was another
radical group which could see nothing good in the
old forms of worshin, men with a calunistic out.
look on religious thourht, who hrd studiied in Geneva
and brought back with them the very rigid concepts
of the Geneva School of Theology. ° The influence
of these men sgrew stronger as the Roman element onposed
certain rituals of the Church, As they grew stronger
they wanted to change the form of government of the
Church, many of its fundamental beliefs, in fact,
to do away with the Chureh of England., © These

4Anderson, ops ¢itey pp. 112-113,
5BrYd0n, on. Q_i&i"b. e’
thderson, ops eit.y po. 116.117,
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extremists, ealled Puritans, at a later date did
separate from the Church nnd start their own church
government,

In the large middle group, which contained
the majority of the vreople, we find those
Englishmen, vho desired to meintain their church
as a Nationnl Church without dependence on Roman
authority. © As early as 1558-9, the civil
government, vhich was in the honds of this midile
group,‘téok steps to nroteet the Church ~nd to
give 1t a legel status by rassing the Act of Conformity
and the Act of Supremacy. S The first forbade any
changes 1h-the worshivp bf the Chureh, sn? the second
made the crown the temporal head or governor of the
thrch, 9 Inese ncts were implemented by two judicial
agencies, The Star Chamber and the Court of H'igh
Commission: both of the-e agencies dealt with offences
not covered by the common law, both had jurisdietion

over versons and property and from both the crown had

7Brydon, one citey Do 7,
BAnderson,-gn. cltey e 99,
ﬂQAnderson, on. cit., p. 99,
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the next and final jurisdiction. 10 These .courts .
were used, to the great disadvantage of the Church
because of their narrowing effect to try to prevent
schisms, heresies, snd other offencesj to try, in
general, to keen the Church from further decentrali-
zation, That this system could produce abuses is
easily seen, but it did prevent the completerbreak.
down of the HNationrl Church during the trying veriod
after the break with Rome,

During this period, Sprin and Portugal were
having a flourishing trade with their colonies in
the New VWorld, nnd with other ecountries throughout
the world, Pope Alerander VI in 1493 hnd divided
the New World bétween Svain and Portugal; Portugal
had trading posts in Indiaj England had. almost no -
foreign trade, With the stability and growth of
wealth under Elizabeth there was a new interest in
exploration and Xdlonization as the geopoliticians
and merchants drehmed of great new land and fabulous

wealth., The Churech considered its duty ‘of spreading

10aAnderson, ons eitey Pe 99
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the Gospei. The Angliesan Church saw how the
Roman Church snread i1ts teachings throughout the
known world =and how the Eurorean ¢ivil nower was
thereby enhanced; it also wanted to work for God
and COuntryQ With the accession of James I énd
the termination of the war with Spain, in which
rthat country was much weakened, England was in a
rosition to rush exnlorations and eolonization;
individuals in the Church, 23 well as merchants
were‘among the first to join in a company for
colonization, 11 A

These farsighted men formed themselves into
a company for colonization and started through
the legal stens to obtain a charter, which was

granted April 10, 1676, 2

Contemnorary references
to the granting of the charter usually evrressed

a religious motive, William Strachey, in

"The First Decade of the Histolirie of Traﬁaile

into Virginia Britannia" written in 1612, says that

11Edgnr Legare Pennington, The Church of
England in Coloninl Virzinia, Part I, n. 3.

12, 1exander Brovn, The Geneais of the .
United Statea, pe 52. & =
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, - "(The plan for .colonization) ...
called forth many firme and harty lovers,
and some likewise long affected there.
unto, who by coming therefore, humble
peticioners to his Majestie for the
advancement of the same (as for the only
enterprize reserved unto his daies that
was left unaccomplisht, wherens God might
be aboundantly made knoweng His name
enlarged and honouredj a notable nation
made fortunstej and ourselves famous),
4t well vleased his Majestie (whoe in
rractizes and consultations, hath ever
sought God more than himself, and the
advancement of His glory, professing .-
deadly enmity-~noe prince soe mueh--with
ignoraunce and errour), adding to her
Chriatian dominion, Virginia, the surname.
of Britannis, to eause his letters to be-:13
made patents, the tenth of Aprill, 1606",

In "A Breife . Deelaration of the Plantation. of
Virginia During the First Twelve Years", we find
that 1t was published in Englands

 ¥,..that.a plantation should be
settled in .Virginia for the glorie of
God 4n the propagation of the Gospell
of Christ, the conversjon of the savages,
to the honour of his Majlestie, by the
enlargeinze of his territories ag& future
enrichings of his Kingdomegese"

Article III of the letters patent states:

~ "We greatly eommending, and graciously
accepting of, their desires for the

13 : _
197p1d,, np. 4748,
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furtherance of so noble a work, which
may, by. the vrovidence of Almighty God
hereafter tend to the glory of his divlne
Majesty, in propagating of Christian
religion to such peonle, as yet live in
darkness and miserable lgncrance of the
true knowledge and worshin of God, and
may in time bring the infidels an& savages,
living in thogse vparts, to human civility,
and to a settled and quiet governmenty do
by these our letters vatents, graciously..
accept of, and agree to fgeir humble and
wvell intended desires",

Since this was a public document, ‘such praise=
worthy sentiments are not in themselves too reliabdle
as indiecative of the true motives for colonization.
However, the same sentiments are expressed'in the
ﬁArticies; Instruetions, and Orders made, set down,
and established by us-~for the good Order and.
GoVernment of the several colonies and plantations
to be made your loving subjects, in ‘the country
commonly ealled Virginie and America" in which 41t is
stated:

"+eenand wee doe specially ordaine

charge, and require, the said nresidenﬁ

and ecouncells, and {he- ministers of the

said several colonies respectively,

within their geveral limits and nrecincts,

that may, with all diligence, care, and
respect, *doe provide, that the true word,

15i2i§-’ ppe 5354,
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and. services of God and Christian faith

be nreached, nlanted, rsnd used not only ,
vithin every of the sald several colonies,
and plantations, but alasoe as much as
they may amongest the savage peonle which
doe or shall adjoine unto them, or border
uron them, according to the doctrine,
rights, and religion now nrofessed and
eatabliahed_within our realme of Englandj.
and that they shall not suffer any verson .
or persons to withdrawe any of the subjects
or people inhnbiting, or whiech shall
inhabit within any o%~the'sn1d several 16
colonies and rlantations from the samey...".

That the religious motive was nut forth as the

most important motive by the ecovernment is borne

out. by. a. letter from the Smanish Ambassndor to

England, Don Fedrode Zuniga, to the King of Smain

dated December 24, 1676 in which he acouaints the

King of Sprin with the vlens of the English for

¢colonization in Americn and stntes:

 MeeeThe nretext wnich they assert
13, that the king over here (James I) has
given them vermission nnd hils patents to ‘ 17
establish their religlon in that ecountry,...".

Poésibl& éhe.beﬁt reason for believing that the

efforts toward colonization had a true religious

motive is the character of the group interested in
this effort.

e

171p3d, v, £8
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One of the main backers, who did much to
intofest the country: in exploration and missione
ary work was a churchman, Richard Hakluyt, who
was animated by a desire to spread the Gosvel
and to extend English influence, 1 Hakluyt
was of the original company to whom the letters
patent were granted and continued to serve the
company until he died in 1616..19‘ Among the
subseribers to the undertaking we find many
notable churchmen along with the merchants and
public leaders, This was one of the expressions
of the religious spirit of the agei the Church
had been eleansed of the Roman element, the
Puritans were vorking within the Chureh, the
civil government protected the Church and the people
respected her, This religious motivation coupled
with the new political and material well being
in Engl=and were responsible for the efforts which

resulted in Jamestown.

18Anderson, 151g., ppe 153-189.

191b1d., ppe 162-163
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CHAPTER 1IIX
RELIGIOUS .CONDITIONS IN THE COLONY
UNDE 1 THE COMPANY
-Richardfﬁakluyt;:Prehend of Yestminster, and
member of the company was according to -John Smith
", ,.confirmed by the Archbishop
of Canterbury his Grree, Primate and
Metropolitan of all Enrland fine 1605,
To Master Richard Haclult, prebend of
Westminster, who by his suthority sent
Master Robert Hunt, an honest, religious,
and courageous Divinej during whnae 1life
our factions were oft nuqlifieﬂ our
wants and greate~t extremities so COMm
forted, that they secmed essie in
comparison of what wc endured nfter his
memorable death',
This practice of anvointing one minister to
a position #nd he in turn ~ending someone else
waa not at all unusuazl in Englandj that'this‘
appointment by the Archbishon of Canterbury and
not by a bishop is exrlained by the fact that no
bishons hnd Jurisdiction over lands outside of
England. Mr, Hakluyt's selection of Robert Hunt
seems to have been an excellent cholce. In writing

of him the President of the First Council of

1Anderson v OV cit, rp. 168-169 quoting
John Smith, dVET tisemr g for the Unexperienced
Blapters p. '
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Virginia, Edward Maria Wingfield says of this.
appointment:
"For my first worke (which was to
make right choise of a spirituall pastor)
I appeele to the remembrance of my
Lo. of Caunt, ‘his grace, who gave me very
gracious auvdience in my request. And the
world knoweth whom I took with me, truly
a man, 4in my opinion, not any waie to be
touched with the rebellious honor of a

papist spririt, not blemished with the
least suspicion of a fractious schismatie”, -

2

The 6pinion of Wingfield seems to be the
genefél‘concenSus;-by 211 revorts Mr, Hunt wna a
godly man, zealous in his spiritual work and
practical enough to ‘mend differences between orposing
factions in the young colony, ° He did not last long
in the colony, but died early, 4 just wvhen is not
known, leaving the colony without a spiritual leader
until the arrival of Sir'Thomas Gates who brought
with him\ae.chaplain, Master Riechard Buck who had been

recommended to 8ir Thomas by the Bishop of London.'5

Zgayard D. Neill, Notes on the Virginia Colonial
glergy, p. 3

3 : | , ,
Franeis L. Hawks, Protestant Episgopal Church
in Virzinia, pp. 17-°2.

SNeill, op. cite, D. 5.
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V31r Thomas Gates and Lord Delaware brought
new instructions with them for the government of
the eolony. Up to this time the colony had been
governed by a president and council in Virginiaj
under this arrangement no attention seems to have
been paid to the religious affairs of the colony
other than the instructions already quoted whereby
the colonists had been enloined to conform to the
rites, ceremonies, and doctrines of the Church of
Enéland.~6‘ By the nev instructions the colony was
prlaced under the direct control of a governor
responsible to the company. Lord Delaware left the
colony soon and Sir Thomas Dale came out as governor
bringing with him Alexander Whitaker who according
to Crashaw, "Without any persussion (but God's and
his own heart) did voluntarily leave his warme nestj
and, to the wonder of his kindred, and amazement of
them that knew him, undertooke this hard, but in

my Judgement, heroleall resolution to go to. Virginia,

?Hawksg_gp._giﬁ, p 23,

7&hdéfson§_gp.*giﬁs‘p‘2§

and helquto,beare the name of God unto the Gentiles", 7
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Mr. Whitaker was one of the four clergymen who had
answered'the comranies call for ministers, To |
"A True and Sinecere Declaration of the Purpose and
Ends of the Plantation Begun in Virginia", which
11sts the reasons why the colony was started was
added a list giving numbers and occupations of men
needed for the plantation; heading this list is
"Foure honest and learned Ministers®, & 'These four
vrlaces were filled by ‘the Reverend Messrs, Mease (Mayes),.
Whitaker, Glover,. and Wiekham, who:were respected
men at home and were carefully selected by the
hompanyifg

The company realized:that the eolony needed’
tighter"controlx'that’sglf-government would ‘have a
difficult time in this neﬁ‘énvironment until some
permanance and stability was secured, They ‘began
selecting the nersonnel to send to Virginia more
earefully, their occupmation, their way of 1life, and
their,religiousﬂViews}"For'Virg;nia, the company set
up a code of lawse known as the "Lawes Divine, Morall,

and Martial" which were laws that had been used to

8Browh, ope cit., . 337.353,
%00dwin, op. git., p. 34,
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govern ‘soldiers in the low countries and were
very strict, 10
A1l capntains and officers are charged to
gee that God 19 duly and daily served -throughout
the whole colony and that they set the example by
going to morning and evening prayer themselves,
Anyone not attending to be punished by law," 1l
Upon prniniof death d4id anyone spenk impiously or
maliciously against the Trinity or any of the three,
God the Father, Jod the Son, and God the Holv Ghost
or againat any known article of the Christian Faith.
The third law deals harshly with blasvhemers
or the :users of unlawful oathsy it orovides a severe
punishment for the first offense, for the second
offense "To have a hodkin thrust throueh his
tongue"; and for the third offenseé, death., 1°

101 L os Do’ 34%5

1lpgter Force., Eoreets Historisa] fracts
YPor the Coliny in Virginia Britannis.laures. 61v1ne,
Morall and Nartiallq\ete."

;2 14., e 10:

131p14.

12
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Number five provideé death for any derision of
the Bible and three whipvings coupled with asiing.
publie forgiveness "in the assembly of the eongregae
tion three severnl Soboth dales" for any disresrect
to a minister, %

It then vrovides for attendance at.divine
servicesy, Twice on a working day prayers were to
be held: for the first time missed, a day's allowance
was lost, for the second, a whipping received, and for
the third there was six months in the galleys., Missing
divine worshin on the 8abbath was punished much more
severely; the first time loss of a week's provisions,
the second time, the same plus a whipping, and the
third time, death. 15

The ministers are then instructed in theiw
duties; how often to preach, when to catechise, the
proper way to keevo the church building and their duty
in repairing the "abuses and neglects" of their veovle.

They are further ordered to keep a record or

141bid.
151p44., vp. 10-11
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Chureh Book of all births, christenings, marriages,
and deaths of their people. .All this to-be done in
pain of losing their position. 1©

Finally these laws provided that every man or
woman in the e¢olony, or who shall come into the
¢olony, shduldugo to a minister and make a statement
of his faith and religion, Should his answers and
aceounts be'not:accebtabie to the minister he would
have him.come in often for instructions in religiong
if the offending verson didn't show up he was to be
whipped for the first offense, twice for the second
offense along with a publie confession of.guilt
before the congregation and for the third offense
he was to be whinped until he mrde a publie econfession
and did repair to the minister and enawer all his
questions.i17;

These loavws were unusually striet even for
England of that day and we find no record of their
having been enforced to any grest extentt however.
some'contemponaries’aﬂprbved.heértily of these laws,

One writes:. "Gnod are these beginnings, where in God

161p4d., p. 11
171bid., vp. 17-18
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1s thus hefore, gobd are these lawes, and long

may they stand in. their due execution®, 18  gyen

Mr, Whitaker writess "I marvaile much that any men
of honest 1ife should lean the sword of the magise
trate, which is unsheathed only in their defense", 19
He eould be writing here of the laws themselves or
of the manner in which Governor Dale did,not strictly
enforce these moral laws, which were supported by the
martial lows,

Under the new charter the colony grew and:
prosperedj with .a larger population and greater
distances the colonists felt the need for more clergye
men, -In 1611 Whitaker writes to his friend Crashaw
1n England:

"If there be any young Godly and

learned ministers whom the Chureh of-

England hath not, or refuseth, to sett

a worke send them thither. Our harvest

is froward nnd great for want of such,

Youns men are fittest for this country,

an? we have .noe neede either of cere-

monies or bad livers, Discretion and

1earn1ngel»z§61”with»knowledge:would do
much good%,

1Bbedwin, op« cit., pPe 35,
19 o : : .

Anderson, op. cit., De 241, quoting Purchas
v‘°1¢ IVQ,,%O»].??O. " ’ ?

20F°rce 9 Qﬂo g}_‘_t_’ ,pv . 499-500 °
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In 1613, however, there were =till but three
clergymen in Virginia, at Henrico, Mr, Wickham,
at Bermuda Hundred, Mr, Whitaker, and a2t Jamestown,
Mr. Buck, 21

On RNovewmber 28, 1618, the newly anpointed
governor of Virginin, Ceorge Yeardley, received new
instructions form the company for the governance of
the colony in Virginia, Among the-e instructions
were many vrovisions for securing and nrovidiug‘for
clergymen. 22 In order that "Godly learned snd
neinful ministers may be placed there for the service
of Almighty God and for the spiritual benefit and
comfort of the reovle.” It provided that evéry,city
dr borough gset 2side one hundred acres of land for
Glebeland and that besides the revenue from this land
that the minister chould receive an amopunt of money
from the parish necesaary to glve him a total sslary
of two hundred {(200) nounds per year.

Annther of the important nrovisions of this

charter wag that a representative assembly should

glﬁewks, one citey pe 32,

223usan M. Kingsbury, Becozg of the Virginia
Company, vol, I1I, ppe 98-109
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be called in the colony to a<sist in the government

of the colonye. One of the first acts of the legislaw-

ture which met in 1619 <3 was to comply with the

instructions of the charter and establish the Church

in Virginia according to the conditions set down in

‘the charter. Heretofore, the only instructions

regarding religion the comrany had received wns that

worship should conform to that of the Church of England;

now the comrmany and colony had a definite oblipation

(to see‘that ministers wvere vprovided and vnrovided

for.‘24
At this time (1619) there were but five clergye

men in the colony; Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Stockham,

Mr. Mease, Mr, Barquaue, and Mr, Wickham, 25 flad the

nopulation been concentrated as in England and not

spread out for one hundred and forty miles on each

side of the Jrmes five clergymen would have been

sufficient but the large territory of Virginia was

divided into eleven borouchs or varishes each one

234. W. Hening, Statutes at Large, p. 119,
2453wks,vgﬂ; elt.y v. 36,
251b1d.
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of which should have had its own minister, 26 with
this new resronsibility the company turned to the
Bishor of London, Dr, King, and asked him to help
them to orovide pious, learned, and painful ministers
for the colony. 2/ This seems to be the firzt instance
in which the Bishop of London had any religious
connection with the colony, The Bishor did help in
procuring ministers and exercised Episcorsl control
over them after they arrived in Virginia and we2s also
chosen a member of the King's Council for Virginia, 28
Whether this was the basis for the jurisdiction of
the See of London'over the eolony of Virginia is not
definitely known 29 put 1t seems to be a rensonable
and partisl exrlsnation,

In a "Brozdaide" dated May 17, 1620, sent by the
"Treasurer, Councell, and Company for Virginia" to
"the Governour of Virginia and Councell of Estate

there residing” it 1s clearly brought out that the

2§Anderson, Q. clk.y vpe 2604261,

27121$-sp‘ 261,

zslbida
29 ... .
,HBVkS’ 0pe citey Do 36,
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company retained the right to select ministers for
i1ts lands and the owners of Particular Plantations

ﬁhe right to seleet theirs, A vart of the “Brondside"
is as follows:

»,..And to the end that the People,
both present and to come may be faith. -
fully brought up in the true knowledge
and service of Almighty God, and so learne
to frame their lives and conversations,
a9 not onely, not to vrovoke the Devine
4indignation, which pursueth the falthless
and disobedient soules by sundry kinds of
-punishment to everlasting destruction{
but also by their goold cxnmple, to allure
the Besthen peonle to submit themselves
to the Scenter of God's most righteous »nd
blessed Kingdome, rnd so finally to Joyne
with them in the true Christian profession:
We doe hereby.ordaine snd require, thst in
every Burrough there be provided 2nd rlaced
‘at the least one godly and learned Minister,
to be chozen in each Particular Plantation
by the seversl Adventurers and Planterss.
And for the foure ancient Burroughs, to be
‘provided and nominated by us, end our .
Successorss As also for the ienants and
Inhabitants of  the Companies. Land whereso.
ever: Leaving alwales to the Governour
to rrovide a - Minister for his Tenants, nnd
to the Colledge for theirs. All which
Minigters and their Successors, we earnestly
oray and require to try themseives with all
diligence, to:.the training up of .their charge
in the wav of righteousness, as the s2me is
now profesced, and by Lawv established in .
this Church of England, =nd other his -
Majesties Dominions, avoiding all factions,
and neadlessa,Noveléies, tending onely to
the disturbance. of pesce »nd unity. And
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whereas we have ordmined heretofore, the
one hundred acres of Glebe landj whic

sixe, for the Ministers belonging to the
Publike landsj ‘that 13 to say, the
Governours, Colledges, and Companies Land,
shall bee sent and furnished wholly at the
comnmon charges of the Company, And for

the Burrouphe ae well the anclent, as
those of Particular Plantation, the Company
1s econtent to furnish out at their charges,
three Tenants for each, unon condition that
the severall Burroughs furnish out three
more: which sive, for each Minister being
once 8o furnisha& the Ministers themselves
c¢hall be: afterwarde charged each to main-
tain that number at the lenst,_and so to
leave them to his Succes=or?, 3¢

In ‘the records of the Virginia Company there

are many instances 4in which a minister is recone

mended to the company: for a parish in Virginia and

of hig accepntance for work in the colony. It serms

that 4n some instances theg company had the candi-

'date;ﬁreach g trial sermon before he was anproved -

for the eolony.

81 This eareful screening wss most

important because of the grest distances involved

between the colionizing priests 2nd any controline

authority and alsoe because a strict adherance to

the forms of worshin of the Church of England was

aoxingsbury,,gg. gitey PPe 2768277,

31Ibid'v De 575, Neill, Ol m.’ Pe B
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mnrde a condition of ~arch chorter to the comrany.
It i8 nslso reasonable to sunnose that indifferent
ministers who had not done well in the Hother
éountry would try to t-i'e ndvantasze of the ornore
tunities offered in the nev settlement,

In 1621 Yeardley's comminsion exnired and
84r Francis Wyat, a man of high character was
anpointed to talke his nlance =25 Governor, Wyat
brought with him from England some new instructions
for the Governor =ni Council in Virginia, 3z2. They
were ndmonished "To tae intn earecial regard the
service of Almighty God, and the observation of His
Divine Lewsj an? that the mneorle should be trsined
up in true religion and virtues And <'nce their
endéavoﬁra for re-estrblishment of the honor »nd
rights of the Church ani miniastry had not yet taiken
due effect,'they vere required to emnléy their
utmost care to nivence all things annertnining to
fhe order and adminigtrntlon of Divine Service,

according to the form ani discipline of the Chureh

32\ nderson, op. cit., n. 265,
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of England:... and to cause thnt the Mlinisters
should be duly respected and maintained, and the
‘Churches. or vlaces apvointed for Divine Service,
decently accommodanted, according to former orders
in that behalf®, 33

Sir Francis Wyat in a letter to the compony
in January, 1621, confirms the impression that the
company had stated in his inetructionj thet their
endeavours to establish the ministry had not taken
much effect, He writesa:

"The information given you of the

want of worthy miniaters here i= very

true, and therefore we must give you

gren%‘thanksffor sending out Mr, Thomns

White. It 1s our enrnest request that

you would be plenased to send us out many

more learned.and sincerc minlisters, of

whieh there is so great want in so many

varts of the country."

However, .  the commany seemed very welliple=sed
with the way things were worliig out in the eolonys
kmore,immigrants-were arriving, more products were

being sent home ani the veople seemed hanpier,

331bid., pe 267, quoting Stith, History of
ginla, arpendix No. Iv.

&N3111’ ON. Qi&.’ Pe 9
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They were =0 nrotified with the new outlook for
the colony that they arranged to meet together in
Bow Church, April 17, 1622, for a commemoratory
gsermon by the Reverend Mr. Copelsnd, who afterwards
ceme over to tha colony as an gvangelist, 35

The Indian mnasacre of 1602 left the colony
4n an unsettled . .state, hopes for exransion nnd for
the education ol the natives were dvshed. The
troubles between' the company.and the King also
added to the. genersl unrest felt between 1622 and
1624 when ¥ing James I disbanded the Virginia
Cbmpany‘and‘Virginia;became a Royal'Ccﬁl.ony;:""6

The 1last lews respecting the Church which were
passed while the colenv was under the comvmany were
those of the assembly of 1624, These laws strenthened
the Churech.in the coleny without being as hard and
despotie as those of Dale, 37 They not only provide
for. the duties of.the peovle to the Church and

ministers but for the minister to his parishj; they are:

35Anderson,_93, cit, p. 287,
asﬁawks y Ope. cite ne 45,
37Anderaon,'op. eit. p. 287,
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, I. That in every plantation, where
the people wers wont to meet for'éhe WOre
ship of God, there should be a house or
room set apart for that purpose, sand not
eonverted to any temvoral use whatsoever;
and that a place should be emraled and =
gquestered,{only for the burydi of the
aead,

~ I1I. That whosoever should absent
himself from divine service any Sunday,
without an allowahle excuse, should fore
feit a pound of tobacco; and that he who
absented hinself a month, should forfeit
fifty pounds of tob=cco.

II1I, That there should be uniformity
in the chureh, as near as might be, both
in substance and eircumstances, to the
canons of the Church of England; and that
all persons should yield a ready obedience
to them, upron vain of censure,

: IV. That the twenty.second of Mareh
(the day of the massacre) should be
solemnized and %ert holy§ and that all
other holydays should be observed, except
when two fell together in the summer senson,
(the time of their field 1labours,) vhen

the first only wns to be observe&, by reason
of their necessities and employments,

Ve That no ministzr should be absent
from his cure above two months in the whole
year, upon penalty of forfeiting half his
anlary$ and whosoever wa= absent above four
months, should forfeit his whole salary and
cure,

V1. That whosoever should disparage
a minister, without sufficient oroff to
justify his reyports, whereby the minds of
his parishioners might be aliensted from
his, and his ministry prove the less effectual
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should not only pay five hundred pounds

of tobacco, but should also ask the

ministert!s forgiveness vublicly in the

congregation,
ViI. That no man should disnose

of any of his tohaceco before the minister

was satisfied, unvon forfelture of double

his part towsrds the salaryj; »nd that one

man of every plantation should be armointed

to collect the ministerts salary, out of

the first and best tobacco and eorn.

The adontion of these laws was the last nct
of legislation which affected the church, under the
government of the Company. It was 'in 1624 ‘that,
under the forms of a judielal proceeding, the
ichartar of the Comnany was arbitrarily resumed by
the king, and the proprietary government ceased in
Virginia,. 38

At the end of the company period we {ind a
strong, established church in Virginia surported
and regulated by the state but derendent on the
Mother country for its ministers, even though the
agsenbly and the parishioners are beginning to feel
that they heve some rights in their selection and

retention, During the entire time of the company

gaﬁeni_ng,_-g_p._q_i__t.,"vol. I, p. 122,
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we find that a total of twentytwo ministers
came to Virginia, 3.9

sgBrydon, ohs gltey D. 46
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CHAPIER II1

IT'HE PERIOD FROM 1625 UNTIL
THE RESTORATION
After the dissolution of the company
Governor Wyat was,continued‘as the provisional
governor and vhen he left for Irelsnd King Charles I,
who hnd ascended the throne in 1625, anpointed
Ex-Governor Yeardley to be governorj unon his death
in 1627, the king appointed 8ir John Harvey. I These
ranid chrnges in governors coming at the gsmne time
ng the change from a proprietary colony to a royal
colony made for unsettled conditions in the colony
in governmental as well as church affairs, With the
dissolution of the company the tie between the
colonial church ani the Bishop of London was broken,
Since Virginia was in no diocese, the church had no
one to look to for heln. The king alone had the
right to nut Vircinia in a diocese or moke her a
diocese and that he neglected to do, 2 This lack of

interest at home in the colonial church and the lack

]Anderson, L2D» Cigo, ne 457458,

ZBrydon’ Qp_. cit., T 870
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of a Bishopr threw the church on its own ~nd was

the cause of much of the nezleet and general bad
reputation of the church and churchmen in the

eolonys. Since there was no one in England to'secure'
competent ministers, the parishes fended for thema
salves and tried to interest good men through their
friends in England, or else tried to get along on
whet came, Many good and bad ones did comej they
presented their rapers of ordinstion to the Governor,

rroof that they had been ordained by some Bishonr in

England, ~nd then he assipgned them to vaecant cures. 3

It i3 of this period that John Hammend w-itess

%, ..They then began to provide and
send home for Gosnel Ministers, and
largely contributed for their main-
tenance; but Virginia savouring not
handsomely in England, very few of good
conversation would adventure thither,
(as thinking it a place wherein surely
the ferr of God was not) yet many came,
such as wore blaclk corts, and could ‘
babble in a Pulvet, roare in a tavern,
exact from their.Parishioners, and
rather by their dissolutenesse destroy
than feed their flocks,

Lonth wae the country to be wholy
without tenchers, snd therefore rsther
retain these men to be destitute; yet

3Gobdwin, ore citey Ds 80,
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8till endeavours for better in thelr

places, which were obtained, and these

rolves in sheeps cloathing, by their

assenblies. ﬂueetione%g silenced, 3nd

some forced to denart’the countyy

This passage from "Losh ~nd Rachel" shows the
task that Virginia had in getting good ministers
and also in dealing with bad ones.

Under Governor Harvey the harsh laws pertsine .
ing to the Church »nd relizious affairs were enforeed
and in the Qeneral Assembly of 1629.30 a law was
prasgsed which stated that there should be uniformity
in worship and thet 2ll the old lrws vertaining to
religion were to be strictly enforced. 5 Most of
’fhese4laws were those of Dale which hmd never been
strictly enforced, To add to this the General
Assenbly of 1631.32 nasg~ed new laws which further
regulated religion, 1ife in the colonles, organi.
gation of the Church and the duties of Ministers,

‘By these laws uniformity was agnin stressed,

people were nenalized for absences and church wardens

4Pater Force, Iractg nnd Other Paversg, vol. III,
Nos 14, Pe 2,

Sﬁening, op. cit.y p. 144,
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were giVen'uolice rowers. The duties of a minister
are dealt with in great 1ength; how often to preach
and where, records to be kent and stnndards of |

behavior to be met. One of "these acts takes 1nto

Lconsidoration tha 1ow nny of the clergy and nrovides
‘that in every narish the priest should be given |
"the 20th calf, the EOth ki@ﬁﬁbf’goates, and ‘the -
2ch.p1gpe“ to supnlement "his salary and ‘that the
'minister eould eollect the following small fees:.

"Imprimis  For Marriage e o

For Christeninge O O
1

For Churchinge 0

For Buryinge 1 on®
It should be.considered that Governor Harvey

had reasons for his dtrict observence of -the laws

and for passing the new regulatory laws as well

as for the laws for the benefit of the ministers.

There was much tension ‘in the government and church

in the Mother eountry, and he wanted to prevent its

€Ibid,, vp. 165.162
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7 There

occurrence in the colony if possible,
had been an influx of Puritans and he wished to
stamp out this group befome tiey could cnu-e
trouble. Also wany undesiradles werc st thia time
cominz to the colony. No longer wos there the
company to screen the immigrants or niek the
ministers so this vut nn addzl burien on the eivil
authority in the conlony. However, it was an un-ise
volicy to try to use the civil nover to enforce
religious 1nws although 4t did firmly estoblish the
Chureh and made it dependent on the saculnr rower,. &
In the abaence of all spiritusl control, that
18 a Bishop, the Church wns left to its own devices
and became resnonsible only to the secular nowvers,
The vestries began to take on more rower and in most
cases the minister of any parish was responsible
Vbnlyhtoithe vestry., The General Assembly continied

to make laws for church governnnce. nnd served as a-

7Brydon. ar. cit.n. 88°

Binierson. op. cit.1v, 4C8°



34

court of avpeal in church affairs since there

vere no ecclesiastieal courts, 9

In the session of the General Aszsembly of
164243 we find the following act:

"That the vesrie of evrie rarish
with the allowance of the commender =nd
com'rs of the county living and resideing
within the daid parish, or the vestrie
alone in the case of their non residence,
shall  form henceforwvard have rower to
elect and meke choyce of their ministers,
and he or they so elected by the commander
or com'rs, or by the vestrie, in case.of
non residence as a foresald, to be recom.
mended and presented to the said commander
and -com'rg, or vestrie alone, to the
Governour and so. by him admitted, vrovided
that i1t shall be lawfull for the Governour
for the time being to admit and elect such
a ministsr.as . he shall ‘allow of in
James-Citty vparish, And in any parish
where the Governour and his soceessors shall
have a nlantation, nrovided he or they
enjoy not.the vrivilege but in one parish
where he or they have a plantntion, =nd
upon the neglect g&bmisbecomeing behaviour
of the ministers any of them. Complid
‘there of being made by the vestrie, the
Governour and council are recuested so
to proceed against-eny such minister or
ministers by.suspension or other nunishment
a3 they shall think fitt and the offence
require., Removeall of cuch ministers t» be
left to the General Assembly®, 10

9Ibid., pv. 468-471,
10Hening, op. cit., v. 240,
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Such provisions were looked on in England as
being very radical snd unfair to the clergy and was
rossibly one reason why ministers were wary sbout
coming to Virginis vhere such provisions prevailedj
on the other hand the colonist hzd to be protected
against unwo thy priests, and, since there was no
Bishop to remove this seemed the best way out. It
may have been unethicalsacceording to church standards
but very few were ever dismissed ecxcert for outrageous
behaviorj and since there were so many vacant parishes
in Virginia a aqualified minister could always find
another place;nll

In 1641 8ir #William Berkeley was enpointed
governor of Virginia and brought over the same instruc-
tions regarding the church that had been given to Wyat. 12
He enme at the time thet revolution was breaking out
in England and being a loyal Royalist he wishad to
rrevent the 8same occurrence in the colony, so in the

Generrl Assembly of 1644.45 we find laws pag=ed to

~ 1lpnyian A, Bruce, Institutional History of
Virzinia ig the Seventeenth Century, Yol. I. v. 141

1?Andarson.;an‘.cita Vol, II. pe D




3%

try to help the Church more necarly to meet the needs
of the people;lalt was vrovided that had the minister
two or more cures he should visit emch at certain
times, that he should reside in his cure and carry
on his rightful work such as visiting 2nd bantizing,
and that he could use a substitute minister to preach
if his cures were very far apart, 14

In the early nart of Berklev's term of office,
some of the peovle of Virrinia, msde resentful and
vnruly by the severity of the church regulations,
apnrlied to the General Court of Massachusetts, nsking
them to send ministerz of the gosrel from that region
to Virginia "For the better enabling the inhabitants
of this colony to the religious worshir and service
of Almighty God, which is often neglected »nd slackened
by the inconvenient nnd remote vastness of Farishes",

This request wns for three men to 11l three
newly mnde parishes nnd by the law of 1643, already
cited, was entirely within the right of the vestry

13Hening, ov._cit, p..277
141514, ».. 289
15“9111,_31’9._“931:,. Do 1‘3
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which had been given the right to elect their own
ministers, The General Court sent threce good men,

John Knowles, William Tomnson, =nd Thomas James to

minister to the needs of Vipginia, 16

These men did not stay long because the
General Assembly passed a law atating:

"That for the vreservation of rnurity
and unity of doctrine =ni diseinline in
the chureh,. nni the right administration
of the sacrements, no minister be nermitted
to officiate in this country, but such as
shall rroduce to the sovernor a testimonial
that he hath received his ordination from
some Bishor in England,:and shall then
subseribe, .to be. cnnfnvmnblp to the orders
and con-titutions of the Chureh of England,
and the laws there est2blished: uron whieh
~the governor is hereby requested to induct
the saild minister into any vn2rish that shall
make presentation of him: and if ony other.
person, pretending himself » minister, shall
contrn”y to this rct, rresume to teach of
preach publiecly or nrivately the governor.
and council are hereby desired and empowered
to susnend an?! silence the verson so offend-
ingy and upon his obstinate versistance, to
compel him to depart ;he country with the
fi+~st eonvenience",

This net made it impossible for the ministers
to stay in Virzinis becoruse they were not ofdained.

and would not econform to the prayer book.

16Ibid.
1Hening, ope ¢ites Pe 2774
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Although the church had been treated severely
in England and had her nossessions seized »nd her
prayer book preseribed, Virginia held firm to the
establishment and insisted that all lawa reswecting
religion heretofore made should be obeyed and thot
parishioners did not have to pay "Tythes" or "“"dutyes"
to any nonconforming minister who did not abidé by
these. 1aws, 18 Even after the execution of
Archbishon Laud and of King Charles I, Virginia
continued to be loyal tn the church,

In 1651, under duress, Virginia submitted to the
Parliamentary forces »nd sighed the Articles of
Su-render which vere very lenient; the use of the
Book of Common Prayer could be eontinued for a year,
and the clergy could remein in their same places and
receive their same pay. Richard Bennett wns elected
Governor in place of Berkeley. 1%

Church affairs seemed to be but little changeds

mnny parishes had no minister but the General As<sumbly

181114, ,p. 341,
IQAnderson, ope cit., vol. II, pp. 18-19.
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provided "That since so many parishes were without
ministers and should have them for nrorer devotion
that the colony would pay twenty (20) vrounds to
anyone who would bringz over a 'sufficient! ministers
they also rrovided that NMr, Phillip Mallory asnd

Mr, John Green should examine prosrective ministers
and 'certifye thelr abilities to the Governour and
Councilly who are to nroceed according to their

20 Thie was the first examining board

Judgementt,
get ur on the colony =nd the only other since conm-
pany doyss it 41s interesting to note that this
examining authority wrs set up by the seculsr mower
snd not by the Church,

Since Mr. Mallory is 1listed a2 one of the
examiners, we sre led to believe that the Church in
Virginia conformed to the modes of worship of the
Church of England throughout the commonwealth period.
Mr, Mallory was one of the lending Anglican churchmen

in Virzini» ond would certainly discourage non-conformists.

DHening, on. cit, np. 418424
@lpnderson, ov. eit. Vol. II pp. 192D

21
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This examining board was the first near at hand
ecclesiastical authority thnt Virginia had ever
experlenced, and 1t showed that the colonists theme
selves renlized the necd for some person or body
reaponsible for the clergy and for them to be
responsible to,

To suvply the resl need of the colony for
minigsters, the General Assembly tried other devices
besides providing twenty (20) pounds to the nerson
bringing over a good ministerj it increased the nay
of ministers, and it mnde them »nd their families
free of publie levies, <2 These acts are good
evidences of the real need for good ministers,

There are many ressons why the colony was so
hard pressed for ministers during this period.
Virginia still had none toogood a reputation among
churchmen in the Mother country., Besides thinking
of them ss ungodly as has been quoted from
“"Leah and Rachel", the churchman was ant to be

suspicious of any place vhere the vestries had =3

22Hening, .ap. o1t TP. 418-424
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much rower ns they d4id in Virginia and where a
secular court could try a clergymsn on r gpiritual
question. They were anccustomed to being nresented

by the owner of the living and being inducted by

the Bishop; in Virpinin the vestries claimed the
rower of presentation,and the Governor, that of induc-
tion ,but neither wns often used so that tenure in
Virginis wae a very uncertnin thinz and absolutely
dependent on the will, in the 1last resort, of the
parishloners.

Another renson for the lnrck of clerzyren in
Virzinia wns that very few new ordinations were
taring olace in England, €3 The Church hed been
disestablished in England, 1ts ministers driven fro=
their cures, its Bishons displaced and 1ts Archbishop
executed; there was not much incentive for sanyone
to become a priest in the Church of England, HNor
was there much more incentive for a priest to lesve
England for the colony where the same conditions

might prevail as at home,

233rydon,.on, cit. rp. 136-137
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The basie reason, hovwever, for the short supply
of priests was theuabéence of s hoola =2nd treining
centers for vriests in Virginis and of a Bishon in
Virginia to ordsin suitable candidates. This wns
the problem, to develop a native priesthood, that
wag never solved during the entire colonial period.

During the early nart of the revolution some
eavalier clergy 4did flee to Virginie vhere they were
received with open arms’but they never cnme in
sufficent quantity to supply the wacant parishes, 24
However, this suprly soon ran out and the growing
colony was as needful of ministers as before.

Under the Commonwealth the Church tried to
adapt 1tself to the new conditions without losging
any of 1ts attachment to the old establishment. -0
Nothingz definite is s21d about the Book of Common
Prayer %2nd the vestries are given more nnd more cona
trol until we find an act of 16567 stating:

"Bege 1t enscted by ‘this rresent
General Assembly concerning church

241513, v, 121 °
251p14. . 129 *
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governments as followeth: That all matters
concerning the vestrey, their agreements
with their ministers, touching the church-
wardens, the noore snd othe- things CONe
cernin? the rarishes or narishioners
regsrectively be referred to their owne
ordering and disynoseing from time to time
ag they shall think fitt",

Thus the General Assembly washes its hands of

regronsibility ~nd lets each vestry decide ijust

what 4t wants tn do about its form of worship, 27

At the death of Mathews in 1659/6€0,

S8ir Willinm Berkeley was re-nmnnointed gbvernor of .

Virginia by the assembly which took the affairs of

the colony into its own hands until such time »ns a

lawful cormmission should nrrive from England, ¢

Lo

26Hen1ng, on. cite., p. 433,
278!‘)750!’1,_@.._0_1&., 131'
Z8pnderson, op. eit., vols II, p. 25,
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CITAPTER IV
FROM, THE RESTORATION UNTIL 1700

‘When Charles II took the throne in 1660, the
Church was re.established snd the Book of Common
Prayer returned to use, 8Since very few Angliecan
oriests had been ordrined during the veriod of the
Commonwealth and since over two thousand ministers
of Presbyterisn or Inievendent ordination were
forced to rive up their rlaces becnuse they would
not ennform to the rites of the Established Church,
there was a great shortage of qualified clergymen
in England, 1 Under these conditions, it is hardly
to be exvected that many ministers would come to
Virginia, One writer stantes th~t cut of fifty narishes
not more than two had ordained ministers, 2

One of the first acts of the General Assembly,
which met in March 1660.61, was to request
Governor Berkeley to go to England to plead with the

king for several concessions among which was one

IBTYd_OYl, an m., PDe 173-1740
2Porce, gpe Cites vol. III, No, 15, p. 4.
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asking for "Letters patents to colleet and gather
the charity of well disposed veople 4in £ngland
for the erecting of colledsges nnd achools in this
countrye, =nd also for his majesties letters tn
both universities of Oxford »nd Cnmbridse to. fur-
nish the church here with ministers for the
nresent".3

This assembly nlso sent Mr. Phillin Mallory
to be their svecial agent in Engzland to take eare
of church affeirs, This nct rends:

YWHEREAS Mr, Phillir ¥allory hath
been eminently faithfull 4in the mine
istry and verv dilipgent in endenrvouring
the. advancement of all those menns that
might conduce to the advancement of
religion in this country, It is ordered
that he be dazired to unéertnke.the
solicitation of our church affaires in
England, & that there be vnid him as a
gratuity for the many p2ine? he hath
allrendie 2nd hereafter 14 like to take
sbout the countreys busines< the sume
of eleaven thousand nounds of Xobacco,
to be naid in the next levy."

with these beginnings, the new covernwent

was underterking ‘to do all 1t could to support the

SHening, Vol., 1I, np. 3031,
4v1d,, ve 34
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Church at home in England., The next session of
the assembly, in its revision of the lnws, took
more definite stens to sustain the Church »nd
help mnke 1t:strong in the colonyy the rreamble

strtess

"And beecause 1t is imnossidble to
honour the king as we should unlesse wee
serve ond fenrrve God, »s wee ought, and that
they might shew their equall eare of church
and state they hnve sette downe certaine
rules to he obeerved in the government of
the ehurech, until God shall nlense to turn
his mejesties nious thoughts towards us,
and provide a better suvnly of ministers

among us",

Some. of these rules sffecting the Chureh

follows

"pAet II, Vestryes apvointed, That
for the ma~eing nnd wnronortioning the
levyves and assessments for building and
répayring the churches, and chaprels,
vrovision .for the. noore, maintennnce of
the minister, nnd such other necessary
duties for the more orderly manageing
211 paroéhiall aff=irs, Be it enacted
that twelve of the mos% able men of esach
rarish be by the major rvart of the said
parish, chosen to be vestry-men out of
which number the minister and vestry to
mnke choice of two churchwardens yearly,
a9 alsoe in the case of the denth of any

51bid,, vy 43,
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veatry min, or his departure out of the
parish, that the snid minister and
vestry make choice of another to sunply
his roome, And be 1t further enacted
that none shall be admitted to be of the
vestry that dce not take the osth of :
allegiance and supremacy to his mnjesty
and subscribe to be conformable to the
doctrine ani discivline of the Church
of &ngland," ©

"Aet III, Glebes to be laid out,

That for the better encourngement
and accomodntion of the ministery there
be glebes 1aid out in every varish & a
convenient house built uron them for the
recention 2nd nhonde of the minister
aceording to his majesties instructions
and that such rrovision be mnde for his
maintenance in the wvaluable and current
commodityes of the country ns may be
really worth at least ffourescore nouhds
‘per ann, beslides his rerquisites ~nd
glebe viz, If in tobacco at the rate of
twelve shillings the hundred, in corne
att tenn shillings per barrell, if in
money by bills of exchange, an& security
to be given for the certsine rayment,
And in case of rrotecat to be recovered
here with fifty percent for demnges." '

"ret IV, Ministers to bee inducted,

That for the nreservation of the
nurity and unity of doectrine & diseipline
in the church, & the right administration
of the seeranents now minister be ndmitted
to: officinte in this country but such as
‘ahall vroduce to the governour a testi.
monisll thet'le hath received his ordination
from some Bishorp in England & shall then

C1pidi nn, 44-45

————

7Ibid. n. 45,
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subgeribe to be conformable to the

orders and constitutions of the church

of England, ani the laws there established,
upon which the governour is hereby requented,
to induct the said minister, into any varish
that shall mnke presentation of him, and

if any other person pretending hiyself a
minister shall contrary to this zct nree
sume to teach or vrenach wublinuely or
privately, the governour and councell are
hereby deaired nnd impowered, to susnend

and silence the rerso-n soe offending .and
upon his obstinate reraistence to comrell
him to depart the country with the first
conveniency as 1t hath beene formerly
provided by the 77th nct maga nt Jrmes Citty
the second of ¥arch 1642," ©

, "Aet Vo To nrovide Renders. That
every parish not haveing a minister to
officinte overy Sunday doe make chonice
of » grave anl sober person of good life
and conversation to read divine service
every intervening sundny nt the porish
church, when the minister nreacheth at
any other place," ~

"Act XVIII. Provision for a College.

WHEREAS the want of nble and faithful
ministers in this countrey deprives us of
thone great blessings »nd mercies that
always attend upon the zervice of Godj
which want, by reason of our great.-distance
from our native country, cannot in rroba-
bility be nlways surnlied from thence:
Bee it enacted, that for the adrance of
lenrning, educnation of youth, sunnly of
the mintstry, =»nd rromotion of riety, there

81bea, DPe 46
DU ¢

9Ibid. pv. 46-47

————————
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be land taken up or nurchased for =
colledge and free school: And that there
be with as much sveed ns may be convenient
houseing erected thereon, for entgrtain-
ment of students and scholars." 1

What with the helvful attitude of the as-embly
as shown in these scts and the demonstrated loyalty
of the peonle to the church as shown during the
period of the,commonwealth, with a 1ittle coovers.
tion from the Mother country the Church in Virginia
could have taken on a full and vital growth, This
cooreration was not forth coming and we find an
account of the true state of the Church in Virginia
and remedies for it being vresented to the Bishop
of London in 1661, The object of this narrative

wass

"To shew the unhanry State of the
Church in Virginia, and the true Remedy of
it, I shall firet give a brief Descrintion
of the Manner of our Peorles scatter's
Habitations there; next shew the sad unhapny
consequents. of such their scatter!d Living
bothin reference to themselves and the
voor Heathen that are about them, and by
the way briefly set down the cause of
scattering their Habitations, then proceed
to nro~ound the Remedy, and menns of pro-
curing 1t} next ascert the Benefits of it

101p44,, p. 560



in reference hoth tn thamselves and the
Heathenj set down the cnuse why this
Remedy hath not heen hitherto comnaszeds
and '1astly, ti1ll it c»n be »rocured, give
directions for the nresent ‘sunply o% their
Churches,

That rart of Virainia which hath at
rresent eraved your Lordshirs Assistsnce
to preserve the Christian Heligion, ~nd
to promote the Building Onds Cﬁurch among
them, by surnrlving them with sufficient
Hinisters of the “osnel 41 bounded on
the North by the great Aiver Patomelk
the “outh by the fiver Chawan, inolu&i
~1s0 the Land inhabitedon the East side of
Cheairiack Bay enlled Aceomack, ond con-
tains above helf as much Lond vs Enzlandg
it 18 divided into several bonntieq qnd
thiose Counties contein in nll qbout ¥ifty
Parishes, the Families whereof are dis-
persedly and scrtteringly seoted uron the
sides of Rivers; some of which running
very far into the County, bear the Lnglish
Plantations ahnve 7 hundred Miles nnd
being very hrosd, cause the Inhnbitﬁntq
of elther side to be liated 4in several
Parishes, Every such Psrish 45 extended
rmany Miles 4n length unon the Rivers side
and usually not above a mile in Breadth
backwerd from the River, which is the
common stated brendth of every Plantation
belonging to each Particular Proprietor,
of which Plantations, some extend them-
selvea half a mile, Some n mile, some two
milaes, some three miles, ~nd upward unon
the sides of those Rivers, meny of them
are garted from each other by amnll Rivers
and Creeks, which smnll Rivers and Creecks
are seated nfter the manner of the grent
Rivers. The Families of such Parishes
being sented ~fter this manner, at such
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distences from ench other, mnany of them
are remote from the House of God, though
rlaced in the middest of them, HMany
Parishes ns yet want both Churches and
Gleabes, =and I think not nbove :a fifth
vart of them are sunnlyed with Ministers,
where there are Ministers the People

meet together weekly, but once urnon the
Lords dny, nnd sometimes not at 211

being hinéred hy Extremities of win& and
Weather; ~nd divers of the more remote
Families being discouraged, by the lensth
or tediousness of the way, through ertre-
mities of hent in Summe», frozt =nd Snow
in Winter, ~ni tempestuous wenther in
hothy do seldome rep2ir thither.

By which brief DPescrintion of their
manner of ~e~ting themselves in that
Wildernesse, Your Lordship may easily
arprehend thet their very manner of Plante
ing themselves, hath enused them hitherto
to rob God in a great mensure of that
publick Yoranir and Service, which as a
Homage dure to his great name, he-requires
to be constantly vaid to him, at the times
arpointed for it, in the rublick Congre.
gatione of his neonle in his Houze of
Prayer. Hinc. Illne Lachrymne."

~ “Lastly, thelir almost genernl want of
Schooles, for the education of their
Children, 13 another consequent of their
scattereé rlanting, of most sad considern.
tion, most of all bewailed of Parenta there,
and therefore the arsuments d-awn fron
thence, most 1ikely to rnrevall with them
chearfuly to embrace the Remedy, This want
nf Schooles, 23 it renders a very numerous
goneration of Christisns Children born in
Virginia {(who naturally are of berutiful
and comely Peraong, ~nd generally of more
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ingenious Spirits then these.in England)
unserviceable for any great -Employments
either 4in Church or 8tatey so likewisge

it obstructs the horefullest way they have,
for the “Yonversion of the Henthen, which
i3y by wi ning the Heathen to bring in
their Children to be taught and instructed
in our Schooles, together with the Children
of Christians, For ns it 1s the beauty and
Glory of Christisan Graces, shining in the
livas of Christisns, which must mrke the
Heathen that are men, in love with the
Christisan Religion; so it 1s that love,
which ean only rerswade:-them te b:-ing in
their Children to be taught and instructed
in 1ts but ag 1t is unlively that such love
shouvld be wrourht in them by the vlory of
Chriatian Graces, arpenring in Christinsn
l1ives; who (29 now planted) are for the most
part destitute of the ordinary means of
Oraces g0 granting that this might be, yot
1t 1a very unlively thet any rntionali
Heathen should be nerawnded to commit their
Children to the teaching »nd eduention of
guch Christinans, whom they shall nerceive
to want. Schooles of learning (the means of
both) for their own,"

"ihat way scever they determine to be
the best, .I shall humbly in obedience to
your Ler&shins command. endeavour to contria
hute towards the comrWiasning this Hemedy by
propounding,”

HBFifthly, Thnt for a continual supnly
of able Ministers for their Churches after
n set terwm of years, Your Lordshin would.
rlesse to endenvour the nrocuring an Act
of Parliament, vhereby a certain number of
Fellowshins, a3 they harpen to e next
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proportionably vacant in both the
Universities, may bear the nome of
Virginia Fellowshins, so long ng the
Needs of that Church shall require 1t;
and none be ~dmitted to them, but such
as shall engage by vromise to-hold them
seven yenrs and no longer; nnd a2t the
erxpiration of those seven years, trans.
port themselves to Virzinia, and serve
that Church in the Office of the Minis.
tery seven vears rore (the Church there
providing for them) which being expired,
they shall be left to their own Liberty.
to return orsnot: and if they mne-form
not thé&onditions of their Admittnnce,
then to be uneanable of any Preierment,”

"For encourngenment therfore of Ministers
to mdventure thither to help them, I humbly
nropound,

First, ihat your Lord<hiv be plenged
to nrocure, that the next Grand As-embly
in Virginia may enact. Thnt whrt Tobaceo
sny Perish sgrees to pay their Minister,
shall be payed of the best Tobacco of
every Mang own Crop,and with Caslc, otherw
wise exverience hath shewed, that a
Ministers livelyhood there will be very
uncertein,

Secondly, That at the serme Assembly
it be Enacted, that every Parish chuse a
Vestry(in ecnse thay have not one alrendy
chosen) and the Veatry of each Parish be
enjoyned to subscribe what quantity of
Corn nndl Tobaceo of the best of thelr own.
Crops with Crak, thay will allow 2 suffi.
cient Minister ye~rly.

Thirdly, *hat in the next and eve-y
Agsembly, the Act for vaying 15 nounds of
Tobreco ver annvm, for every Tythable rerw
son, in every Parish deatitute of a Minister
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(which Act was made at an Ascembly

March 27, 1656i) be earefully .executed,

and strict Enouiry mnde, whether the
Tobacco due by that Act, be duely eonllected,
and emploved to the ends exwnress'd in that
Act, viz, Buildine Churches, nurchasing.
Glenbks, nnd stocks of Cnttel to helong to
them. ‘And if any Parish hath imnrloyed any
rart of such Arrears to anv other use, that
they be enioyned to make them goond again,

~ Fourthly, That the Act made in the
gsnme Asgembly concerning disyvosing intew
gtate estates to rublic uses, (in case no
Administratour of Xin to the disensed
Pronrietour anpenrs) msy serve in the first
nlace the needs of the Church, for furnish-
ing enrch Parish with Glenbes, 2nd the
Gleabesa with Stocks of Cattel, before any
rart of such estates be emnloyed to any
other use,

Fifthly, ‘hot there being divers
persons slready in the “olony fir to serve
the Chureh in the office of Deacon, a
Bishor be =ent over, so soon as there
shall be a City for hig See, ns for other
Needs of thet Churech, so also, that after
due Probertion ~nd Ix~minntion, such rera
song may be ordained Dencons, m»nd their
duty =nd Service be annointed by the
Bishovp.

Sixthly, That the Ministers that go
thither, be not hired by the yesr, ~s is
nov usual, but firmly Instituted and
inducted into Livings of stated value by
the Subscriptions of their Vestries,
acecording to the second Fropositinn,



Seventhly, That all desirous to go
to Virginia, and not able to. transport
themselves, be scquainted with anfAct of
Assembly o% that Country, whoreby it is
provided, that whatgoover sufficlent
Minister, shall not be able to pay his
transnorbation, any Merchant that shall
defray the charsge of 1t (if such lMinister
agreo not with him uvpon other conitions)
shall receive 20 pounds Sterling for his
pasgage, from the Tarish that entertains
him, or two Thousand vounds of Tobacco,
who shall also revay rny “ums of money
diburs'd for his aceommodation, and the
Minister to be free to chonse his Parish,
;ﬁ?ich shall make such disbursements for

LM

This i3 2ll I ean think meet to
rropound at pregent, only for a “onclu.
sion I shall »dd for the Encourngement
both of Bishop and Hinisters, that ghall
adventure thither out of nity and ebme
passion tn the sould of so mony of their
roor Brethen, that as thelr rewnrd will be
great in Heaven, so 'rlso, they s-all (in
& very vlessant and fruitful Land) meet
with a Peonle, vhich genernlly bear n grent
love and reanect teo thelir Ministers; 4nd
(if they behave themselves as becommeth
their high calling) they ghall find their
ready heln, anl assistonce in thelr Needsy
and (which should be much more encouraging)
they will find a Peorle, vwhich generslly
benrr a frent love to the stated Conatitutions
of the Church of England, in her Government
and publik Worshing whieh rave us (who went
thither unde~ the.late Persecutions of 1t)
the advantage of Liberty to use it constrntly
amons them, nfter the Naval force had
reduced that Colony under the vrower (but
never tn the obcdience) of the Usurrers,
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Which Liberty we could not have
enjoyed had not theyPeoprle generslly
exvrress!d s great Love to 4t. And I hope
even this will be a consideration (not of
least regard) to move your Lordship to use
811 possible care and endevour to surply
Virginigts needs with sufficient Orthodoxe
Ministers, in ‘the first place, and before
any other of our forraigne Plantations
which crave ydur heln, because in the late
times of »ur Churches Persecution, her
people alone, cheerfully and joyfully
embrnced, encouraged, and maintained the
Orthodoxe Ministers éhat'went over to them,
4n their vublic Conformity to the Church .
of England, in her Doctrine_znd stoted
manner of Public Worshinp,"

Ndne of these recommendations were carried outs
however, laws were passed for the induction of
ministers but they were ignored. "Virginiat's Cure"
does give & clear sighted picture of 'the Chureh in
showing eolonies weaknesses and needs.

That the ministers, although not always worthy
men, were well paid during this time is brought out
in a 148t of questions and answers completed by
Governor Berkeley in 1671, To thé,question,

"What course 13 taken about the-
instruecting the people, within your
government in the ehristian religiony

and what provision i1s there mnrde for the
paying of your Ministry 2"

1lPorce, on. cit., po. 1-19.
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"Answer, The same course that s
taten in bnglnnd out of towns; cvery
man according te nis abhility instructing
his children, ‘e heve fforty cisht varishes,
and our ministers ~re well vaid, 2nd by my
consent should he better {f they would rray
oftener and nresch lezs, But of 211 other
commodities, so nf this, the worst are aent
us, and'we had f:w that we eould boast of,
since the rersicution in Cromwell's tiranny
drove divers worthy men hither. But, I
thanlt God,y there are no free schools nor
printinzs, and I hone we shall not hnve
these hundred yezrss for lesrning hes
brought disobedience, ~nd heresy, »nd sects
into the world, nad rrintinz hng divulzed
them and 1ibels ngeinst the be=t government,
God een un from bothi®

In 1675 flenry Compton beeame TBishop of lLondon,
He was thé first Bishon of London ~ince the days »f
the company to show nny great interest in the Church
in the colony;ilaiﬁis intere~t in tho colony led him
to}mﬁke~a report in 1677 to the Lords of Trade nnd
the Plantnations in ~hich he told of the plight of
the Church in Virginis and 2s s regvlt of this renort
he‘was»given'the'problem of securing'ministers for

the colony. 1% Later he received the right of

121ening, ope cltw vp. 511-51%

Yprydon, on. eit. P. 217
143rydon, op. eit. o, 88 aquoting A. L. Cross,
snd the Americen Co‘ianim}. D26,
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certifying ministers for the colony through
instrugtions given_to each governor stating:

"And our will and nleasure 4s that no minister be
pfeferrédiby you to any ecclesiastical Benefice in
6ur-colony without =a certificate from the Lord
Bishop of London, of his being conformable to the
Doctrines of the Church'ofv}?.ngland".."15

Before long Compton had persuaded King Charles
to start the custom of giving twenty (20) pouhds,
called the King's Bounty, to every minister or
schoolmaster going to the colonies, 16.

‘The instruetions given to Lord Howard of
Effinghém,”in 1685; also broadened his power’by_nro-
viding that the Bishop of London should have
ecclesiaétical jurisdiction "o~ far as conveniently
may be", 17 However, this did not make him the
Bishop of Virginia becnuse Virginia was never made

a diocese. 18 Although these acts strengthened his

151bid.
1€1p44., pr. 28-30.
171b1d., v, 30.

;BBI‘Ydon, fels X wo, U.230¢
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position, Compton 8ti11 d1d not have a free hand

in the ecclesiastical affairs of the colony., He

was a screening agent but still the highest power
over the Chureh was vested in the Governor, A
revort to the Comrittee of Colonies by Lord Culrpepper

statess "The ecclesiastical government is under his
y 19

Majesty's. governor.
'} 8ince Comnton had not been given full nower over
the affairs of the Church in the colony, he took the
nextAbestjaction by.arpointing as his commissasry, in
1689, ‘James Blair. 20 As commissary of the Bishop
of London:Blair had the power to make visitations
and to correct.the.digeipline ~»f the.churches and
pastorsy. however, he lacked the authority to confirm,
vordainJJOrﬁconéecrate.:21 This 1lsck of authority
limited him a2 great deal but. Mr, Blair thoroughly
éxblored all the posgibilities bfihis/position;

_ 19Apderson,‘gn. eit.y p. 376, quoting Chalmers,
355-357 '

zohﬁdérgbn,:gh; cit.y Do 383?

ipig,
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FProm the very first Mr, Blair m»de frequent
visitations or inspection tours to see how the
churches and clergymen were getting along and to.
help them with any nroblems. He also enlled the
first cqnvention of the clergy to be held in the
colonysfzz These things had a strensgthenina effect
on the Church and gave it more unity and some
contgolg_

.The two vrolects in which he was most interested,
however, were the establishment of 2 college in
Virginis and the stayilizntion of minister's salaries.
In 1693 the Royal Cherter wns granted for the founde
1ng'pr,the;collage. 23 The szecond nroject was not
accomplished for some time.‘

In 1694, Blair was appointed a member of the
Council of State of the colony, the first‘clergy-,
man ever to hold an official nosiﬁion in fhe cblohy,

which Eeve him much prestige becnuse it w23 ¢,

221p1d,, ne 509,
2311144, pe 310,
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comvarable to the offieial position that a Bishop
would have in the House of Lords, 2%

The law of 1661/62 havinz to do with the
salaries of ministers was still in effect and
Mr. Blair thought the sum too small, Blair worked
to get the salaries raised and becruse of some
iﬁdisdretion,1n'his"fight~was suspended ‘from the
ébuncil-for-ovér a year, . There 1is some evidence
that Mr. Blair might have been wrong about the
relative smallness of the salaries, since when the
price of tobaceco fluctunted everyone was affecteds
however, in 1696 the éalary of a minister was
raisqdyﬁo'lﬁ,ooo.pounds of tobacco, 25

Atthe close of the seventeenth century, the
Church in Virginia was stronger, better organized,
and more strictly regulated than it had been since
the days of the company. - Through the efforts snd
interest of Bishop Compton and Commissary Blair, the
colony was getting better clergymen, who were more

diligeﬁtuan&,effective,1n their duties, more mindful

of the Church's needs.

241p44,

251pi1d., rp. 309-319,
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