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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

There is a wide variation in the utilization being made of the room
included in many elementary schools, which was designed by architects
for use as g cafeteria, auditorium, gymnasium, or any combination of
these, comamonly known as a multipurpose room, Available research
failed to reveal any study in Virginia to determine how well the
facilities meet the need or what type of equipment is best suited for

neeting the requirements of the educational program,
I, THE PROBLEM

The purpose of this study is to Investigate the utilization, organ-
ization, efficiency of operation and value of the multipurpose room as
a part of the elementary school buildings in the Commonwealth of
Virginia and to determine the value of this facility in meeting the
needs of the students enrolled in schools which include a multipurpose
LOOR,

This study includes an analysis of the activities and facilities
which are currently provided in the schools in the Comnonwealth of
Virginia and indicates the use that is being made of these facilities at
various schools, This is an attempt to show what use can be made with
the facilities provided, what facilities and equipment are best for

meeting the educational needs of the students, and how it can best be

utilized,



II. PROCEDURE

The sources of information were interviews with principals and
superintendents and a questionnaire which was sent out to all elementary
school principals in the state whose school building plans were approved
by the State Department of Bducation during the years 1954 through 1958,
if such plans included a multipurpose room. The final 1ist was made by
checking approved plans as listed in the Bducational Directory of the
State Board of Bducation for the school year 1958-359, Other sources of
material included magazine articles, material from the United States
Office of Health, Education and Welfare, state departments of education,
school equipment supply houses, architectural firms, and visits to
schools which according to the answers on their questionnaire indicated
they had a well developed program in the multipurpose room.

There was a total of seventy-nine questionnaires sent out to the
principals of elementary schools which had multipurpose rooms, These
schools were selected from the architects' plans which had been approved
as indicated in the reports of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
for the years 1954-55, 1955-56, 1956-57, 1957-58. This list was then
checked against the Bducational Directory of the State Board of Edue
cation for the school year 1958~59. This procedure provided a list of
all the public elementary schools which had been built during this
period, were in operation as of the school year 1958-59, and had multi-

purpose rooms. Of the seventy-nine questionnaires sent out sixty-five
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were returned completed, Five principals reported they had no multi-
purpose room and ten did not return the questionnaire,

The questionnaires wvere divided according to the size of the
student body enroliment as follows: fewer than 300, from 300 to 499,
500 to 700, and more than 700. This means of division was used for
convenience in determining whether or not there was a school of the
pize for which the multipurpose roon more adequately fulfilled the
educational needs of the students., The distribution of schools built
during this period with multipurpose rooms included all areas of the
gtate. There were more and larger schools in those areas around the more
thickly populated places such as Norfolk, Richmond, and the northern part
of the State, This is what was to be expected. The distribution did
indicate that ali areas of the state tended to include such a room 4in
their elementary schools. The accompanying map on page 4 shows the
distribution of schools reporting. The legend used was ag follows:
black indicates schools with enrollment of fewer than three hundred,
blue indicates schools with enrollment from three hundred to four hundred
ninety-nine, green indicates schools with enroliment from five hundred
to seven hundred, red indicates schools with an enrollment of more than
seven hundred,

The questionnaire was made up and sent out in a pilot study to six
schools in Henrico County., 7The effectiveness of the questionnaire was
discussed with the principals of those six schools, As a result of their

evaluation and the result of suggestions made by members of the Thesis
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1. Ashlawn

2. Glencarlyn

3. Jamestoun

4. Lee

CAROLINB

5. Dawn

CHARLOTTE

6. Charlotte

7. Phenix

FAIRFAX

8. Flint i1il1

9, Glen Forest

10, Jermantown

11, Lillian Carey
12, Lynbrook

13, Horth Springfield
14. Rose i1l

15, Timber Lane

16, Wakeficid Forest

PREDERICK

17. Robinson Memorial
GRAYSON

i8. Blk Creek

19, Pairview
HEERICO

20, Baker

21, Bethlehem

22. Crestview

23. Dumbarton

24, Ratcliffe

25. Maude Trevvett
26, Maybeusy

27. Skipwith
HIGHLAND

28. Blue Grass
NORTHAMPTON

29, Hare Valley
QRAN D

30. Orange

PrINCE NIiisad
31, Yorkshire
PRINCESS ANNE

32. Aragona

33, Linkhorn Park
34, Seaboard

35, Woodstock

36. Cak Grove
ROCKBRIDGE

37, Central

38, Highland Belle

ROCKINGHAR

39, Bergton
40, Ottobine
41, Newsoms
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42, Lebanon
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43, Wytheville
FALLS CHURCH CITY
44, Mt, Daniel
GAALAX CITY

45, Rosenwald-Belts
HAMPTON CITY

46, Bethel
LYNCHBURG CITY

47, Bedford Hills
48, Perrymont Avenue
MARTINSVILLE CITY

RADRORD CITY

55, Belle Heth

56, RXuhn Barpett
57. McHarxg
RICHMOND CITY

88, Pairfield Court
39, Maymont

60. Whitcomb Court
SOUTH NOREOLX CITY
61. South YHiil

62. ¥aterford
STAUNTON CITY

49, Clearview
RORFQOLK CITV

50. Lansdale

51, Oceanair
PORTSMOUTH CITY
52. Douglas Park
53, Mount Hermon
54, Port Norfolk

63, Morthside

64, Westside
HWAYNESBORO CITY
65, Westwood Hills
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Seminar, the questionnaire was revised before it was sent to the schools
throughout the state, The replies to the questionnaire indicated that
it was fairly well understood. Some replies indicated that the person
filling out the questionnaire did not read the explanatory statements
concerning the questionnaire very closely.

The questionnaire was divided into two sections., Section I dealt
with general information which gave a picture of the school reportings
such as, the type of comounity served, grades taught, enroliment of the
school, number of classrooms, and the number of multipurpose rooms in
the school,

Section II dealt with specific information concerning the multi=-
purpose room, Through this section information was gathered to determine
whether the general trend of the use of the multipurpose room is towards
expansion; what type of furniture is being used; how well the furniture
filis the needs of the schools; and where it is stored, Next, the
questionnaire deals with the activities being held in the multipurpose
roome 7This is an attempt to determine how the multipurpose room is used;
what provision is being made to facilitate the use of the multipurpose
roomj how much time is required for making the changes necessary to pro-
vide for these various uses; what labor is needed to make these changes;
and how the school people, who are in the best position to know, feel
about the overall operation of this faecility in the elementary school.

The questionnaire next deals with the use of the multipurpose room

by community groups. This part is designed to determine what community



6
groups are making use of the multipurpose room; whether or not they are
making use of the kitchen facilities; and, if 8o, how much use is being
nade of the multipurpose room and kitchen facilities by these groups,
The use that is being made of the multipurpose room in the summer is then
determined, These questions are so designed as to determine the use
being made by children and others; whether it is being used in the day-
time or evenings, or bothj and the amount of time involved in this use.
The regulations by which the use of the multipurpose room is controlled
are also determined,

The final questions in the questionnaire are designed to determine
the local administrative control of the use of the multipurpose room
and how the administrators feel about the value of the multipurpose room;
whether or not the location in their building restricts its use, whether
they would include a multipurpose room in a new facility if they were
planning one; and the types of information the administrator would
suggest be included in this thesis that would be helpful to superine
tendents, principals, and teachers.

Thus, the method is that of studying all available material, inter-
viewing all available resource people, and observing in other schools
with a view to recording facts that will present an accurate account of
what utilization is being made of the multipurpose room in the elementary

schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia,



I1I. DEPFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Multipurpose Room. This is the room in a school building which

wags designed for more than one use, a combination of any or all of the
following: gymnasium, auditorium or cafeteria.

Educational Needs, BEducational needs are those things the school

attempts to provide for meeting the requirements for optimum develop=
ment of the pupile-intellectual, physical, moral, emotional, and socinle-
both in his interest, abilities, and level of achievement and in re-

lation to the probable future demands of the individual and of society.
IV, ORGANIZATION OF TiB REMAINDAR OF THE THBSIS

The information gathered from the United States Office of Health,
Bducation and Welfare, state departments of education, school equip-
ment supply houses and architectural firms, is incorporated in Chapter
II under the heading, "Background Survey of the Multipurpose Room."

Section I of the questionnaire is not dealt with except that this
jaformation is used as a means of determining the organization of
tables znd whether there is anything which stands out as pertinent in
the analysis of the use which is being made of the multipurpose room.

Information gathered in Section II of the questionnaire is used in
developing Chapters III and IV of the thesis, entitled, "Program in the

Multipurpose Room™ and "Adaptability of the Multipurpose Room to the

School Program,™ respectivelye.



The material in this section is dealt with in Chapter III as to
the sctivities which take place in the multipurpose room, and what
activities could be better provided for by having separate facilities,
The material was also used to determine what schools to visit in order
to study their program. The purpose of these visits was to observe how
well the furniture and facilities served the program, The results of
these studies are included in Chapter III,

The questions concerning student activities in Section II of the
questionnaire are again dealt with in Chapter IV. Here they are treated
with respect to how well the facilities serve the activity engaged in
by pupils,

The questfons dealing with how well the recipients of the questione
naire think the multipurpose facilities serve to meet the educational
needs of the pupils and those questions dealing with community activities

are also incorporated in this chapter,



CHAPTER II

BACKGROUND SURVEY OF THBE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

I. SURVBY OF THE LITERATURE

In 1954 the Office of Education of the Department of Health, Bdue
cation and Welfare made a national survey of the multipurpose room. Out

of this survey came a publication entitled Planning and Designing the

Multipurpose Room in Blementary Schools from which the following para=

graph is taken,

Planning school buildings is a challenge to the best
thinking of educators, lay leaders, and architects., Planners
today are more concerned with functional and economical
neasures than ever before in the history of this country.

The increased cost of construction and the changing currie

culums demand that instructional space be emphasized and that

ornzmental “gingerbread™ be de-enphasized.1

If this is taken to reflect the thinking of the school plant

planners of today,it seems that the inclusion of multipurpose rooms in
the elementary school is here to stay. There has been a very limited
amount of literature written on the utilization of the multipurpose
toom, As a whole, the articles which have been written were favorable
towards the use being made of the multipurpose room, Some of them were

unfavorable. The major criticisms were voiced about the physical edu-

cation program in the multipurpose room and the combination of 1library

Lraylor. James L. Planning and Designing the Multipurpose Room
in Blementary Schools. U. S. Office of Education (Washingtons Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1954).
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facilities with these other facilities. In an article in School Manage=
ment entitled “The Truth About Multipurpose Rooms," the editor cltes
the case of an elementary school in New York State in which he states:

The school was occupied in early 1957. Since that

time, except in very mild weather, the children have averaged

less than one period a week of physical education--although

the state mandates four,®

This was 3 case in which there was not enough room in the multi-
purpose room %0 provide for all the children in a proper physical edu=-
cation program. The failure of the program was admittedly the result of
poor planning but served to illustrate the fact that the multipurpose
room 18 not the answer to all problems,

In an article by A, Wofford in American School Board Journal, the

writer is not in the least sympathetic with the idea of combining the
cafeterin and the school library. She says they have nothing in common
with the exception that they both have tables. The time element is in
conflicto3

Some articles cited substantial savings by the inclusion of a
multipurpose rocm rather than 3eparate facilities., For example, an

article in the December, 1959, issue of the American School Board

Journal entitled "Well-Planned Cafeteria Seating Equipment,™ dealt with

Z"rne Teuth About Multipurpose Rooms,™ School Management (April,
1958), 40-44.

3Azile Wofford, "Concerning the Library-Cafeteria Room,"™ American
School Board Journal, CXYXIV (April, 1957), 76,
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this facet of the problem, This article is about Kina School in
Scottdale School District in Arizona, EKina School has an enrollment
of 800 pupils. The multipurpose rooam which is 50’ by 75' provided
seating capacity for 240 students. This article includes the following
statement which illustrates this point,

To accommodate this same number of students with equipment
used in the older buildings, Mr. Merrill figures it would take
forty tables and two hundred and forty folding chairs,

This is where the annual savings of approximately $800.00
is realized, for with fewer pieces of equipment and the folding
portability of the table-bench units the cafeteria can be cleaned
and straightened after a lunch period in about an hour, less than
balf the time it takes with the other equipment which is still
used in the older schools,?

This is the type of thinking which is predominant throughout. the
country concerning the use of the multipurpose room. In the final

analysis, whether to include such facilities in a school building should

be determined by how well it meets the educational needs of the students.
II. SURVBY Op SCHOOL EQUIPMENT SUPPLY FIRMS

Of the letters sent to fifteen school equipment suppliers replies
were received from six.s None of the six who replied had done any ree-

gsearch to establish the time involved in making changes from one type of

4"We11—P1anned Cafeteria Seating Bquipment,” American School Board
Journal, CXXIX (December, 195%9), 37,

sAppendix‘A, pPs 57.




arrangenent to another. The material which was sent covered a wide
variety and types of furniture. That which was designed as especially
suitable for the multipurpose room fell into three general categories,
Pirst was the folding table and chair combination, either a foldinge
chair or stackingechair, Second was the combination table and bench
designed for folding into the wall and third was the table and bench
conbination which is designed to permit a portion of the apparatus to
be adjusted to serve as a table top or as the back of a bench. There
were some variations to each of these, In the first category some of
these tables were designed so as to not use chairs but had an accompany=
ing bench which folded up along with the table. The tables and benches
in the second category were all the same but were designed so they could
be fully recessed into the wall, partially recessed, or not racessed at
all, In the third category the table and bench was of only one princi-
pal design, This does not fold up for easy compact @torage but lends
itself to casy conversion from auditorium to cafeteria or vice versa,
Table I shows the use distribution of the wvarious types of equip-
nent in the multipurpose rooms in Virginia, The coluzm “Other” was used

where a school did not make a report as to a specific type of furniture,
III. SURVEY OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATIMN

Of the thirty-four letters sent to state superintendents of public

6
instruction twenty-two replies were received. Of these twenty-two

6Appendix By p. 58.



TABLB I

13

TYPE OF FURNITURB USED IN THB MULTIPURPOSE ROOM AS RBPORTED
BY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

Kuzber of Combination

Size by Schools Table and Table and Other
Enrollment Reporting Chairs Bench
Fewzr than

11 1 1
300 12

300 - 499 15 9 2 4
500 « 700 24 19 -1 1*
Over 700 14 S 6 3

TOTALS 65 43 14 9

#One school reported it used folding chairs in addition to tables

and benches,
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replies thirteen stated that the multipurpose room was considered
satisfactory in their state., Pive made statements indicating the
school people in their state would prefer separate facilities. Two
made no comment as to its acceptability, Only American Samoa, one of
the places studied, did not have any multipurpose room. One referred
the letter to someone else who never answered,

The general idea conveyed by these persons was that the multi.
purpose room meets the requirements of the program in the elementary
school and they try to include one in each new school building, In the

3 letter sent to the state sSuperintendents of public instruction they

% were asked for their reaction to three questions concerning the multie
; purpose room, These three questions were as follows:

1. What use is being made of this room?

i 2¢ How does your school personnel think it compares with separate
i facilities?

3. What is the reaction of both school personnel and the lay public

as to its value as part of the elementary school building?

In order to convey the reaction obtained from the replies to these
questions the followine quotations are submitted as representing most

nearly a general answer to each of these questions,

Question Humber One

Perhaps the greatest use of this facility is for cafeteria
purposes., Thie limited use cannot be justified. The nature of
the cafeteria equipment and the ease with which it can bs removed
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usually dictates the amount of use the multipurpose room receives
for assemblies, rhythmics, games and the like,?

Question Number Two

We do not have direct sources on which to base our answer
to the question: how do School personnel feel about its use
compared to that of separate facilities?, but general ime~
pressions will be given. School staff members are very sympathetic
toward the problem of providing adequate facilities for the in-
fluxed school population, Even though converting a lunchroom into
an assembly consumes time and effort, causing delay and interrupe
tions in the organized activities of the school day, they think
the combination of these activity spaces to be a wise solution,

Question Rumber Three
We have received no adverse reaction to the use of these
rooms by 2ither the school personnel or the lay public, and

nost of the new buildings are desiéned to include such a room
if school finances will permit it,

IV, SURVEY OF ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS

Of the twenty-four architects or architectural firms to which
10
letters were sent, replies were received from fifteen, In this letter

the following questions were asked, (1) Can you give me any ideas as to

7Letter from Mr, James S. Tresslar, Director, Bureau of School
Buildings, Department of Public Instruction, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
dated April 7, 1960.

8Lettet from Mr. Leon R, Graham, Assistunt Commissioner for Ad-
ministration, Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, dated April 7, 1960,

9Lettet from Mr, James C. Schooler, Consultant, School Buildings

Department of Public Instruction, Pierre, South Dakota, dated April 6,
1960.

loAppendix C' Pe 59.
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the origin of the idea of the multipurpose room? (2) What stimulated
this idea? (3) Did the idea originate with architects or with school
people? (4) What are the major eriteria for determining whether a
building will include a multipurpose room or separate facilities?

There were varied answers to all of these questions as to the
origin of the idea of the multipurpose room and what stimulated the idea.
There were no statements which indicated that any of them knew, In
answer to question number three most architects thought the desire for
econony stimulated the outgrowth of the multipurpose room as a joint
solution between architects and school people,

There were more definite answers to question number four than any
of the others. Many of the architects expressed a belief that economy
was the major criterion for determining whether or not a building would
include a multipurpose room or separate facilities,

The following quotations are given as representative answers to

each of these guestions,

Question Number One

The origin of the multipurpose room was a matter of economics;
namely, getting as much use out of an area as possiblelio avoid
providing duplicate areas which could not be afforded.

Question Number Two

We can oaly surmise what stimulated the idea. It is assumed
that. it was a natural result in striving to reduce cost by naking

multiple use of space.l2

Lij . iter from Mr. Samuel N. Mayo, Architect, Richmond, Virginia,
dated April 12, 1960.

lzzetter from Baskervill & Son, Architects, Richmond, Virginia,
dated April 5, 1960.
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Question Number Three

I cannot say whether the idea oziginated with Architects or
School Personnel, but it was probably a combination of both
working towards obtaining a lower cost facilities,!

Question Number Four

Where separate spaces are provided, the time~-use period of
each is relatively small when compared with t ime-use of multi-
purpose areas., While multipurpose space may not provide the
ultimate facility for use as any of the individual spaces it
replaces, it is still usable within reason and used for a larger
part of the school day. From this standpoint, it would appear
that the economic factor plays a prominent part in the inclusion
of such a space,

One other factor applicable has to do with use of the
public school facilities for community programs, principally
public recreation and public health and welfare, With the public
school facilities becoming more widely used in various community
programs, the multipurpose Space comes to the forefront because
of its flexibility. Returning once more to the factor of econonmy,
we find one building being used for a longer daily time, Serving
more people, and yet still p:ovidigg the necegsary services for
which it was originally designed,

V. SUMMARY

Reports concerning the multipurpose room are critical of including
the physical education program and library program in this room,
however, they are favorable toward other programs which are included in

this facility.

13E.ettet from W. Irving Dixon, Architect, Richmond, Virginia,
dated March 31, 1960,

14Lette: from B. Tucker Carltom, Architect, Richmond, Virginia,
dated April 7, 1960.



Furniture used in the multipurpose room falls into three general
classifications: folding table and chair comdination, combination
table and bench designed for folding into the wall, and table and bench
combination designed to permit a portion of the apparatus to be ad-
Justed to serve as a table top or as the back of a bench,

The state school officials who replied to the questionnaire, ewn
pressed the belief that the multipurpose room was a partial solution to
the problems arising caused by an increased school population. According
to their replies they thought the school personnel and 1lay public were
also favorable to the inclusion of a multipurpose rfoom in elementary
school facilities,

Bconomy was expressed by all as a major reason for the origin of
the idea of a multipurpose room and for the inclusion of this facility

in elementary school buildings,



CHAPTER I1I
PROGRAM IN THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
I. GENERAL

It has been stated previously that there is a wide variation in
the kinds of activities which take place in the multipurpose roon.ls
This variation is from the minimum program of its use as a cafeteria
and an auditorium to an expanded program where such activities as
community square dances, musie, dramatics, workshop space and physical
education take place in the same multipurpose room, It can be seen in
Table IX that music was the most frequently mentioned school activity
zeported as being held in the multipurpose room. There were fifty-
three schools out of a total of sixty-five reporting that stated they
used the room for this activity, The next in order of usage was
dramatics, Thirty-three out of a total of sixty~-five reported the
rooa as being used for this activity. Table II shows it was used for
physical education, twenty-nine out of e total of sixty-five; workshop
space, twenty out of a total of sixty-five; study hall, eight out of
sixty-five; library science, one out of sixty-five and others, twenty out

of a total of sixty-five,

1SSugta. pPe le



TABLE IIX

USE OF THB MULTIPURPOSE ROOM BY SIZB OPF SCHOOL

Mumber of
Size by Schools Physical Music Dramaticg Study Library Workshop Other
BEnrollment Reporting Education Hall Science Space
Less than
200 12 5 o 6 2 1 2 3
PFrom
300 to 499 15 ° 12 12 2 o 6 3
From
500 to 700 24 7 20 17 4 0 9 9
Over 700 14 8 12 8 0 0 3 5
TOTALS 65 29 53 43 8 1 20 20
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The other aetivities which took place in the multipurpose room
included the following in orxder of their most frequent mention: visual
aids, assemblies, S,C,A., general meetings and dancing, glee club and
band, special programs, rhythms, plays, bus pupils, chapel, special
classes, group meetings,

The question was asked in the survey, "What activities do you feel
could be better provided for by having separate facilities?™ There were
forty-three achools who answered they felt some activities could be
better provided for by having separate facilities, The activity most
frequently mentioned was physical education, Others which were
mentioned in the oxder of their frequency, were: assembly programs,
nausic, dramatics, visual aids, cafeteria, rhythms, Although the re-
cipients of the questionnaire ware not asked to give a reason for their
answer some of them did, The most frequent reason given for their

answer was the conflict in schedule with other activities,
I¥. HULTIPURPOSB ROOMS WITH IN-WALL TABLE AND BENCHES

A study was made of the program which took place in several multie
purpose roons, One of these was one day’s activities which took place
in the multipurpose room of Glencarlyn Elementary School, Arlington
County, Virginia. The following program took place during the zchool
day on which that school was visited.

9:00 -~ 10:00 unscheduled

10300 =~ 10:45 film and lecture

10:45 -« 11:00 putting up benches
11:00 = 11:30 Spanish folk dancing



11:30 « 11:45 putting down tables and benches for iunch

11:45 -« 1:30 lunch

1;30 -« 2:00 clean up after lunch

2:00 -« 2:30 tumbling

2:30 = 3:00 Safety patrol meeting

The classes came and went with ease and a minimum of confusion,
The film and lecture from 10:00 to 10:45 was a film concerning safety
which was for the entire student body. The facilities were adequate,
The period from 10:45 to 11:00 was scheduled to permit time for cleaning
and putting up benches so the space could be used for folk dancing. All
of this change was made by one custodian, The observer timed the putting
up of benches and the entire operation took three minutes. The next
instruction period was for Spanish folk dancing for which a record
player was used. A fifteen~minute period was allowed for putting down
the tables and benches for lunch, The observer timed this operation
which took only five minutes and was done by the one custodian., The
lunch time was divided into two periods of forty~five minutes each as
only half the student body could be served at one time, Thirty minutes
w2s allowed for clean-up time after lunch, Then instruction was given
in the multipurpose room again. From 2:00 to 2:30 there was a class in
tumbling and from 2:30 to 3:00 there was a meeting of the school safety
patrol,

During this day every child in the school participated in one way
or another in some activity in the multipurpose room, The school day

was from 8:45 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., a period of six hours and forty-five

minutes. During this time the multipurpose room was used for instructional
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purposes for two hours and fifteen minutes. Thirty minutes were used
for cleaning, one hour and forty-five minutes were used for lunch, one
hour was unscheduled and thirty minutes were used for changing the
set-up of the facility,

This multipurpose room measured 68" 8" by 30'. It was equipped
with a stage, The floor was marked off for basketball and ring games.
The furniture consisted of folding tables and benches, Folding chairs
were stored under the stage for use by adult assembly groups. Miss
Lera Griffith, the school principal, states, "It takes ten minutes to
change from a cafeteria set-up to an auditorium."

Pigures No, 8, 9, 10 and 11, show the activities which were taking
place during the time the program was being studied, PRigure No, 2

shows the physical layout of the multipurpose room,
I1I, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM WITH FOLDING TABLE AND CHAIR COMBINATION

A study was also made of the over-all program in the multi-
purpose room of the George Francis Baker Elementary School in Henrico
County, Virginia. This multipurpose room has a stage, dressing rooms,
storage under the stage, and has furniture consisting of folding tables
and staking chairs, When not in use, these are stored beside the walls,
The space under the stage is for storage of folding chairs to be used
when additional seating space is needed for large assemblies.

The schedule for this room is flexible as the schedule for most

places for large gatherings generaliy is. There is a schedule for play
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i __i.

FIGURE 4

FURNITURE IN THR MULTIPURPOSE ROOM BEING

STORED BY THE CUSTODIAN



RIGURE $

ARRAN EMENT OF THE MULTIPURPOSE ROUM WITH TABLE AND BENCH

COMBINATION FOR AUDITORIUM USE



FIQURE 6

ARRANGEMENT OF T & MULTIPURPOSE ROOM WITH TABLE AND BENCH

COMBINATION POR USB AS A CAPETERIA



FIJRE 7

ARRANGEMENT OF THE MULTIPURPOSE ROUM BOR

INTER-CLASS ACTIVITIES

19



FIGURE 8

USE OF THE MULTIPURPOSE ROUON POR FILM AND LECTURE
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FIGURE 9

USE OF THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM AS A CAFETERIA



PIGURE 10

USE OF THBE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM FOR

PHYSICAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIRS



PIGRE 11

USE OF THE MULTIPURPOSB ROOM FOR SPANISH POLK DANCING



FIGURE 13

USE OF THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM FOR ART ACTIVITIHS
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periods on rainy days which takes precedence over other activities in
this room on those days designated by the principal. This schedule is
divided into thirty-minute periods around a two-hour period reserved
for a three-shift lunch period. PFigure No., 13 shows a copy of this
schedule. About once a month a play assembly is held at 9:30 AM. The
facilities are then used to give the children an experience in dramatics,
Some other activities which take place in this room are: art experiences,
figure 12, p. 34; Junior-Senior prom of a neighboring school, figure 7,
p. 29, rhythmic dancing, P.T.A. meetings, fun festival given by P.T.A.;
audio-visual aids; outside speakers; etc,

Teachers wishing to use this facility may request the use of the
room in advance., The schedule is divided into thirty-minute periods
and a teacher may 8ign up for more than one period if her activity will
1ast longer than thirty minutes,

This school has a student body of five hundred and eighty pupils
with grades one, two, three and four, Children in grades three and
four are used to stack chairs and occasionally help set them up for an
auditorium, The other help is one custodian and one maid, By using
three children assigned by each class to stack chairs following an
assembly program, and the custodian handling the folding tables, the
change from an auditorium to a cafeteria can be made in five minutes,
This causes practically no delay in starting classroom instruction
following an assembly program. Likewise by using theee children for

each class section after lunch period to stack chairs, the multipurpose



9:00 - 9:30

9:30 ~-10:00

10:00 -10:30

10:30 -11:00

1:30 - 2:00

2:00 - 2:30

2:30 - 3:00

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
¥Winn L) 7
Heath

Frayser

8V

Hister 3 1
Beadles
Sweeney

(2)

Cosby 7 4
Dotson
Pitts

(3

Longacher 2 2
White
Childrey

4

Harris 4 ]
Enroughty
R. Nelson

1€))

Dewbersy 1 6
G, Nelson
Miller

6

Martin 5 3
Chapman
Ball

(7)

FIGURE 13
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Thursday Priday
H 6
3 3
2 2
4 1
1 4
7 5
6 7

PHYSICAL EDUCATION SCHEDULE DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER

POR THE GEORGE P, BAKBR SCHOOL

NOTE: The number in parentheses under the names indicates the number of
Thedr time schedules are indicated by number only for
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and PFriday,

the group.



roon can be ready for use by groups fifteen minutes after the lunch

period is over. This includes cleaning by the custodial staff, By

careful scheduling there i8 rarely a conflict in the programs in the
multipurpose room.

The floor layout to this room is shown in Pigure No. 3, p., 25.

IV. MULTIPURPOSE ROOM WITH TABLE AND BENCH COMBINATION

Another school visited for this study was the Harold Macon Ratcliffe
School in Henrico County, Virginia. This school uses a combination table

and bench type of furniture, This combination is easily converted from

a bench for assembly purposes to a table and bench for cafeteris purposes.

The space is seldom used for activities which require cleaning the floor
as the furniture has to be pushed to one side of the room and then it
takes up about one-fourth of the floor space, The furniture i3 beavy
and not easily moved, The room is used for a variety of activities,
however, Some of these activities are: music, dramatics, lunch,
assenblies, occasional dances, band, and chorus, 7This room can be cone-
verted froa an auditorium to a cafeteria set up or vice versa in
approximately five minutes, The principal states that he is well
satisfied with the multipurpose room as it is but would like to have
another room for physical education activities, PFiguresNo, S and 6,
pages 27 and 28 shows the multipurpose room with a table and bench

combination.
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V. SUMMARY

There is a wide range of activities which take place in the multi-
purpose room. It is used most frequently for music activities, dramatics,
physical education, workshop space and study hall. According to most of
the persons reporting, it served all of these activities well with the
exception of physical education.

The three schools studied were selected because of the effectiveness
of their programs and the three different categories of furniture with
which they were equipped. 7The programs and the furniture served their
pucposes wall except the table and benech combination which could not be
cleardd easily from the floor for large group activities such as dancing,
physical education, etc, This school had the advantage that the change
from a cafeteria to an auditorium or vice-versa could be made with less
effort than those using the folding table and chair combination or the

in~wall folding table and bench combination,



CHAPTER IV

ADAPTABILITY OF THE MULTIPURPOSB ROON

TO THB SCHQOL PROGRAM

I. ADBQUACY OF THB PACILITIES

Of the activities which take place in the multipurpose room, lunch
consumes the most time each day of any une activity. Of those schools
reporting time allocations, they report that from an hour to an hour
and a half are devoted to lunch period alone following which there has
to be about fifteen to thirty minutes allowed for clean-up. As &
result, this space cannot be used for activities from an hour and a
half to two hours, As this is a daily activity when school is in progress
other activities have to be scheduled arocund lunch period. Out of a
school day of approximately six hours this leaves about four hours in
which other activities can be scheduled, or a total of eight thirty-
minute periods, For a physical education progranm in inclement weather
in a twenty-one classroom school, this means that three classrooms have
to be in the multipurpose room at one time in order for everyone to
have a time in which to participate. Where there are classrooms of
thirty students each this means that ninety students have to use the
space at one time, When the floor space is 54’ by 75', as at the George
B, Baker School, this gives a total of about thirty-nine square feet
per student in which to play. This is more space per student than is
recomnended as a ainimum by most of the state departments of education

reporting,
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As previously stated, it may be noted from Table II, p, 20, that
out of a total of sixty-five schools reporting, fifty-three reported
they had a music program taking place in the multipurpose roon.16
This was the most frequently mentioned activity besides lunch which is
regularly scheduled. The room contains adequate space and facilities
(stage, etc.) for & music program, The major problem which might arise
from such a program is the sound interrupting other classes., The
question was asked in the questionnaire, "Does the location of the
nultipurpose rooms restrict its use?” No one said it did, so evidently
this is not a problem, The multipurpose room Seems adequate for the
music progran,

Tne second program reported as shown iam Table II, p. 20, as the
next most often taking place in the multipurpose room i$ dramatics. The
multipurpose room seems to be well suited to this type of progran,

There is every facility necessary for such programs which could be found
in separate facilities,

The next most frequently reported program as shown in Table II,

p. 20, i3 physical education. This program is commented on in s number

of the questionnaires from principals and letters from the state super~
intendents, In answer to the question, "What activities do you feel could
be better provided for by having separate facilities?™ physical education

was mentioned twenty-nine times out of the sixty-five schools reporting,

168u £a, p. 20,
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Of those giving reasons for their answer the most frequently given was
the time schedule, Several of the letters from state superintendents
of public lnstruction expressed a lack of enthusiasm for s physical
education prograa i{n the multipurpose room. The following quotation is
given as an example of the type of comment that was generally made,
We feel that the combination of the auditorium and

cafeteria 1s desirable, or the combination of the auditorium

and gymnasium is desirable, but that the conbination of the

gymnasium and cafeteria is undesirablel?

There were no specific reasons given as an objection to the combine
ation of the cafeteria and gymnasium on the basis of sanitation but some
state school officials did state that such a combination was not recoe
mumended by their State Boards of Health. The following example is given
to illustrate this point. Mr. A, P. Saith, Director, School Building
and Transportation, Department of Bducation, Jackson, Mississippi, states,
"The Mississippl State Board of Health does not approve nor do we
recommend the use of a cafeteria as a gyuntclun.'la

The activity being carried on in the multipurpose room by the

next greatest nuaber of schools is using the rooam for workshop space,

17Latter from Mc, Leslie B. Trotter, Architect, Office of School
Plant Services, State Department of Bducation, Atlanta, Georgia, dated
April 1, 1960.

18 ctter from Mr. A. P. Smith, Ditector, School Building and Trans
portation, Department of Education, Jackson, Mississippi, dated April 1,
1960,
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With the usual type of furniture and its versatility in arrangement
the facilities would adapt well to this use, The recipients of the
questionnaire were not asked, "What type of workshops are conducted
here?" but assuming these are the type of study workshops nsually
attended by teachers, principals, and P.T.A. groups, it seems that
the space would adapt itself to the requirements of that type of ac-
tivity more readily than most types of facilities. There is adequate
space for having audio-visual aids., Tables are available, if necessary,
to have their surface to work upon. The tables and chairs can be
arranged in almost any kind of order and there would be less likelihood
of having to make a great number of changes from one place to another
to vary the activities in which the workshop might be engaged.

Library science was singled out in the tabulation in Table I1I,
pe 20, because it is an activity often provided for in the arrangement
of a multipurpose room, As can be seen from the table there was only
one school which reported they had library science in the multipurpose
room, There was no comment to indicate how well this space served
this purpose but according to the literature on the subject it is felt

that this combination is not very good,
II. USE BY COMMUNITY GROUPS

The multipurpose room is used frequently by community groups.
According to the report as shown in Table III, the Parent-Teachers

Association uses the multipurpose room more than any other community



TABLB IIIX

PREQUENCY OF THB COMMUNITY (ROUP USAGE OP THE MULTIPURPOSB ROCM
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Size by Nurber of Schools Name of Community Group
Enrollment Reporting PITA  Scouts Church Civic Organizations Other
Leas than
300 12 8 1 3 1 23
Prom 14 13 7 4 1 26
300 to 499
From 24 18 ) 9 8 36
500 to 700
Over 700 15 13 10 5 3 18
TOTALS 63 32 26 21 18 102
WA

4 4
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group. PFifty-two schools out of a total of sixty-five reported their
multipurpose room used for this purpose, The next commupity group
using the multipurpose rom most often was scouts who were reported as
using it by twenty-six out of sixty-five schools. It was used by
church groups in twenty-one of sixty-five schools reporting, Civic
organizations used it eighteen out of sixty-five schools reporting,
There were a number of other community groups mentioned. These groups
are listed here in order of the mmber of times they were mentioned by
the schools reporting; dance groups, women's clubs, Lions' Cluba,
Ruritan Clubs, adult classes, Association of University Women, teachers®
assoclation, dramatic groups, 4-H club, Citizens Association, special
meetings, Home Demonstration club, banguets, Y. M.C.A., art work, elections,
Cra=Y, political rallies, executive groups, high school junior-senior
proms, boys clubs, workshops, assemblies, teachers and principals
meetings, youth groups, Volunteer Fire Department, farmers groups,
fraternal organizations, League of Women Voters, Saturday movies, lodges,
Southern States Coop,, school board, City council, American Legion,
music recitals,

The activities engaged in by the community groups are meetings,
dinners, games and others which include dancing, school fair, classes,
prograns, projects, fashion shows, lectures, art, socials, filns, ree
hearsals, music, voting, flower shows, church services, demoustrations,
and refreshments, as shown in Table IV, It can readily be seen that the

multipurpose room would lend itself well to such activities,
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TABLB IV

ACTIVITIES ENGAGED IN BY COMMUNITY GROUPS IN
THE MULTIPURPOSE ROQOM

e —————————
— e e————— —

Number of

Size by Schools Meetings Dinners Ganes Other
Harollment Reporting
Fewer than

1 2
300 12 11 0 4
Prom
S 9

300 - 499 1 13 5 4

From
$00 = 700 a4 21 12 4 6
Over 700 14 13 9 1 3

TOTALS 65 60 40 13 15
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III, GBNERAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THB MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

The persons to whom the questionnaires were sent were asked several
questions in order that their thinking might be incorporated in this
thesis,

These questions were as follows:

1. Have the school and community activities in your multie
purpose room expanded, decreased, or remained gomewhat the same

since first put into operation?

2, Do you expect to expand, decrease, or maintain the sanme
use of the room?

3, 13 the school staff enthusiastic about the program in the
nultipurpose room?

4. If you were plannlnf a new elementary School, would you
include a multipurpose room?li?

The answers to the questions are tabulated in Table V. It will be
noted from the table that there were thirty-four schools out of sixtye
five whose activities had increased, only three had decreased, and
twenty-seven remained the same, There were twenty-six who expected to
increase their activities, two expected to decrease, and thirty-six
expected to remain the same out of this sixty-five who reported, Thirty
schools reported their school staff enthusiastic about the multipurpose
room, Seventeen reported their school staff not enthusiastic about it

and eighteen gave no answer. There were thirty-nine principals whe

19 s ppendix B, p. 61,



TABLB V

GENERAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
AS BXPREBSSED BY SCHOOL PERSONNEL

Bxpected Trend School Staff Would Include the
Size by Number of Past Trend of Activities of Activities Bnthusiastic Room in New School
Enrolle~ Schools Remained Remain Not in-

ment Reporting Bxpanded Decrcased the same Expand Decreass the saxe Yes No dicated Yes No Indefinits

Less
than 12 ] 4] 7 2 0 g 5 2 s 6 S5 O

300

From
300 to 15 8 0 7 9 (4] 6 7 s 3 11 4 0
499

From
500 to 24 14 1 9 11 1 12 13 5 6 13 6 S
700

Over
4 7 4
7 1 2 5 1 9 s 5 5 8 6 0

TOTALS 65 34 3 238 26 3 36 30 17 19 43 22 H

134
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stated they would include a multipurpose room if they were planning a
new elementary school facility, twenty-two who would not and five who
were indefinite,

From the answers to questions on the Questionnaire it is seen
that’practically every fype of activity which goes on in a school takes
place in the multipurpose room. The majority of those reporting indie
cated facilities were inadequate for physical education, The main
difficulty in the performance of other activities which takes place
there was the conflict in schedule. The recipients of the questionnaire
were asked to give reasons for their answer to the question, "If you
were planning a new elementary school would you include a multipurpose
room?™

Many of those who answered this question expressed the belief that
there was better utilization of the space which nhad been provided out
of public funds than could be obtained by having sepacrate facilities,
Others thought the space provided adequate facilities for a lot of
activities that needed to expand beyond the classroom, thus enriching
the curriculum,

Not all principals would include & multipurpose room in & new school
if they were planning one. They would include separate facilities, A1l
of the reasons given for this decision ran in the same general vein.
First of all, they cited the conflict in schedule; and second, the
amount of time lost in serving a daily lunch, cleaning and changing from

one facility set-up to another,
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IV, SUMMARY

As lunch {3 2z daily sctivity in the multipurpose room, this pre-
cludes the space from being used for other purposes during this time,
The time left is sufficient only for a physical education program,
Therefore, it would be better if other facilities were provided for this
activity, This would permit the use of the space for activities which
need to extend beyond the classroom. The multipurpose room includes
adequate facilities for most of these activities,

The sanitation aspect of combining cafeteria facilities and gyw=
nasium facilities is not lodked upon favorably by many school and health
personnel but no evidence, on the basis of sanitation, could be found to
support this attitude,

The multipurpose room is widely used by community groups and the
facilities appear adequate for the activities in which they engage,

According to the reports as shown in the data in Table ¥, p. 47,
the majority of those who are using multipurpose rooms believe the
facilities are adequate,

Conflicts in schedules and time involved in changing from one
arrangement to another are the two major problems confronting those who

are using this facility,



CHAPTER V
SUIBIARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Throughout this study there have appeared three major areas of
concern regarding the utilization of the multipurpose room, The first
of these s the confiict caused by the physical education program in
the multipurpose room, Two reasons have been cited why it is undesirable
to include this program in the multipurpose room, The most pressing
resson given was the time element involved, If a physical education
progran is included in the multipurpose room there is little, if any,
time left for other activities wnich need to expand beyond the class~
roon, Second was the undesirability of having a physical education
facility and cafeteria facility combined, There were no specific
reasons given as to why this i{s undesirable, but severgal state school
personnel stated they did not recommend this combination and neither did
their State Board of Health,

Another area of concern regarding the utilization of the multiw
purpose room is the conflict ln schedule, This was cited by many of
those persons answering the questioannaire as a major factor affecting
the utilization of the multipurpose room, As was expressed by many,
careful planning in scheduling can overcome this obstacle to a great
extent,

The other area of concern is the time involved in changing from

one facility to the other, As was pointed out in Chapter II in the study
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of the three multipurzpose rooms with different types of furniture, ths
amount of time needed to change from one faclility to another can be ro=
duced to a great degree by carefully coordinating the necessary changes
with the activities involwved,

The furniture in the multipurpose room fell into three different
categories, Bach category of furniture had advantages and disadvantages
but all categories were acceptable. The time involved in changing
from one arrangement to another did not wvary much with the different
types of furniture, With the same amount of help it takes longer to
change the multipurpose room from one arrangement to another with folding
tables and stacking-chairs on folding-chairs than it does with in-wall
table and bench comblnation or the table and bench combination with the
part adjustable for a table-top or the back of a bench, Tha latter does
not lend itself to clearing of the floor for large group activities
because of its bulk,

In the background survey which was made concerning the multi-
purpose room, the factor of economy stood out as & major reason for the
developmant of the multipurpose room and the inclusion of this room in
present day school bulldings,

With the exception of physical education and library science, it
appears that the multipurpose room is adequate for mecting the educational
needs of the students, Separate facilities should be provided for

these activities,
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The program of the school necessarily changes to meet new probleas

which arise, As the program changes, the facilities must change to meet
the requirements of the new program, Therefore, this problem of the
multipurpose room as well as all other areas of school building cone
gtruction suggests itself as needing continuous study in the 1light of

new developments and new ideas,
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HENRY D, WARD
Route 14, Box 392
Richmond 31, Virginia

March 24, 1960

Hamilton Manufacturing Company
Two Rivers, Wisconsin

Gentliemen:

In examining professional magagines for articles and advertise-
ments concerning school equipment I have observed that you have
furniture for use in nmultipurpose rooms., I would like to know whether
or not you have ever conducted any rescarch to determine the time
involved in making the changes for various uses, such as changing
fron a cafeteria to an anditorium, etc. I would also like to know the
procedures used on any other research projects your company may have
done to determine the usabllity of the type of furniture which yon
sell and the results of this research, If you have not conducted any
research, could you give me the naves of the manufacturer or pro-
ducer whom I might contact for this informatiom?

This material will be used in a thesis which I am writing in
partial fulfillment of the requirements of the Master of Sclence
Degree in Education at the Unlversity of Richaond, Virginia, Any
help you mizht be able to give me will be greatly apprecisted.

Sincerely,

Henry D, Ward

NOTB: Letter to school equipment supply flirms,
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HENRY D. WARD
Route 14, Box 392
Richmond 31, Virginis

March 11, 1960

Mz, James B, Allen, Jr.
Comnissioner of Bducation
Albany 1, New York

Dear Mr. Allens

In studying the literature in various publications and reports
concerning the room in schools designed for use as s cafeteria, gym=
nasium, auditorium, or any combination of these, commonly referred to
as a multipurpose room, I find that some of the schools in your State
have such a room,

1 am naking a study of .the utilization of the multipurpose roon
in the State of Virginia and would like to obtain some general
information about its use in certain other states., I am particularly
concerned with (1) wnat use is being mads of this room, (2) how your
school personnel feel that it compares with separate facilities, and
(3) the reaction of both school personnel and the lay public as to
its value as part of the elementary school building,.

If you have any statements of policy or regulations concerning
the specifications of the multipurpose room or data pertaining to it,
I would appreciate your sending them to me,

Thank you very much for any help you may be able to give ma,

Sincerely,

Henry D, Ward

38
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- HENRY D, WARD
Route 14, Box 392
Richmond 31, Virginia

March 24, 1960

Mr. John W, Allen
Virginia Building
Richmond, Virginia

Dear My, Allen:

In recent years there has been a trend toward the inclusion of a
multipurpose room in elementary school buildings to take the place of
the separate facilities., I am making a study of the utilization of
the multipurpose room in the State of Virginia to determine if it is
adequately serving the purpose for which it was intended. This is the
room in schools designed for use as a cafeteria, gymnasium, auditorium,
or any combination of these

I would like to know if you can give me any information as to
(1) the origin of the idea of the multipurpose room, (2) what stimu=
lated this idea, (3) whether the idea originated with architects or
with school personnel, and (4) what are the major criteria for deteg-
rining whether or not a building will include a multipurpose rocm or
separate facilities. When planning the construction of a new building
what factors bring about a decision to include one or the other, either
a nultipurpose room ox separate facilities?

The purpose of my study is to compile the findings in a thesis
which I am writing in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the
Master of Science Degree in Bducation at the University of Richmond,
Virginia. Any help you might be able to give me will be greatly
appreciated,

Sincerely,

Henry D. Ward

NOTE: Letter to architectural ficms,
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HENRY D, WARD
GEORGE R. BAKER BLEMENTARY SCHOOL
Route 14, Box 392
Richmond 31, Virginia

January 28, 1960

Mr, Joseph Rotella, Principal
Bethlehem Blementary School
5600 Bethlehem Road
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Sir:

In examining the Annual Report of the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction I notice that you have a multipurpose room in your
school, Since 1 am now engaged in some research work on the use of
such a room I would greatly appreciate your filling out the enclosed
questionnaire and returning it to me at your ecarliest convenience., My
regsearch is the basis for a thesis to be presented in partial fulfille
ment of the requirements for the Master of Science Degree in Education
at the University of Richmond.

Thank you very much for this kind service.

Sincerely,

Henry D, Ward

Enclosures

NOTE: Introductory letter mailed with questionnaire,
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HENRY D. WARD
GEORGE P. BAKER BLEMENTARY SCHOOL

Route 14, Box 392
Richmond 31, Virginis

QUESTIONNAIRE

The Utilization of the Multipurpose Room in the Blementary School

Please answer these questions about the toom in your school designed
for use as a cafeteria, gymnasium, auditorium, or any combination of these.
This is the room hereafter referred to in this questionnaire ss the
multipurpose room.

Section I, Ceneral Information

Name of School ‘ City or County

Type of community served: (check) Urban Suburban Rurlf
Grades taught Current enrollinment
Number of regular classrooms

Please indicate the nmumder of other general-use rooms available in the
above-named school in addition to the multipurpose room described
herein: Auditorium Gymnasiun Cafeteria Library
Other

Section I, Information Concerning the Multipurpose Room

1., Have the school and community activities in your multipurpose room
expanded, decreased, or remained somewhat the same since first put iate
operation? Bxpanded Decreased Remained the sanme

2. Do you expect to expand, decrease, or maintain the same use of the
room? Expand Decresse Maintain the sane use
3. What type of furniture do you use in your multipurpose room?
Table and chairs Combination table and bench Other

4, How do you rate your furniture as meeting your needs?
Good Satisfactory Poor

S, Where do you store your furniture?
To the side of the room Under the stage Another room
In the walls Other Describe

1Popuhtion under 2,500
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6., ¥hat activities are held in the mumltipurpose room?
Physical education Music Dramatics Study hall
Library science Workshop space Other List them

7. Do you have the floor marked off for games?

8. What games are provided for:
Hop skotch Shuffleboard Table tennis Dodge ball
Basketball Other

9. How much time is expended in making the following changes? Furni-
ture stored to cafeteria Cafetoria to auditorium

10, What personnel makes these changes? Custodian Students
Other How many are needed to make these changes? Custodian
Students Other

11, Do you feel that the multipurpose room is being utilized to its
fullest capacity?

12, Do you feel that there are 80 many activities in the multipurpose
room that its educational purposes are not being sccompliished?

13, What activities do you feel could be better provided for by having
separate facilities?

14, Is the school staff enthusiastic about the program in the multi-
purpose room?

15. Are they enthusiastic about just part of it?
If "Yes,” what part?

16. What community groups use the mmltipurpose room?

- I d. ge
b, o he
Ce fe

17, How often are the kitchen facilities used by community groups?

18. What activities do these community groups engage in in the multi-
purpose room? Dinnerg Canes Meetings Other
What
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19. How puch time is spent in the utilization of the multipurpose room
by these conmunity groups? Per week Per month Per year

20. Is your multipurpose room utilized by school children in the sumner?

21, If so, in what way?

22. How much time 18 spent by the children in the multipurpose rooam in
the gummer?

23. Is your multipurpose room used by anyone else in the summer?
24, If so, i3 it utilized in the daytime or evenings ?

25. How nmuch time is spent in the utilirzation of the multipurpose room
in the summer? Per wsek Per month Per year

26, Are there regulations for the use of the multipurpose room by
cormunity groups?

27. If there are, are they made by the schonl board or the local school?
School board Local School Other What

38, If the answer to number twenty-six was "Yes,™ please state below
where these regulations can be found,

29. Do you have a daily schedule for the multipurpose room?

30, Are these schedules made up daily weekly monthly
or for the entire year ?

31. Please send me a copy of these schedules, if available,

32. Does the location of your multipurpose rocm in the building restrict
its use? If yes, why?

33, 1If you were planning 2 new elementary school, would you include a
multipurpose room?

34, Please indicate your reasons for the answer to question thirty-three.
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35. Suggest types of information to be included in this thesis on the
utilization of the multipurpose room in the elementary school which would
be helpful to superintendents, principals, and teschers.

BY Title
Kame

Date

City or County
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