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CHAPTER I
CINTRODUCTTON

The hblaing'pcwer of the school is Justified and
bolstered by many factors which stem from our falth
1nvf6nma1 a&ucaﬁions This is quite‘sanerally regarded
a8 a basic method not only for a¢Qn1r1ng 1dess and teche
niqueg,’but for the development 6f ﬁeraonélitj end the
qualitieé'of good cltizenships Formal education ls
part of our msrea’ It 48 an indispensable soelal ad-
justment eo the incraaaing demands of our specialized
and technologieal sociaty. Nevertheless, in splts of
the pressure of public opinion, the dependence of modern
eaciety upon formal educatian, and the efforts of the
‘law and of the schual to keep children in attendance
long anough for them to enjoy the advantages of a fore
mal education, thare are still too many children who
pass on to the status of sdults without aaequate traine

ing through the agancy of the school.



One ot supposs, therefors, that there are other
forcos working in opposition o the ocultursl deal in
rogard to é‘bmml eaducations Thess forcaes may e thought
of ne residing in the conmunity, in tho nchool, and in
the nmakewup of Individuals. It i thoe purposs of this
papor to investipato cortain factora which may be izsiu
portant in weakening tho powsr of the school in ﬁa‘ps.eﬂ
| of the aupport tho achool now enjoys in our soolotys
fofors golng Purther with the presant aﬁbdsc&, “however,
Yot us roviaw Lplofly- ttm _émémﬁ of zm protlen of

school attendance in volation to soclal adjustments

Ay Eshopl Attendance and Boolsl Adfnstmont:

Only 8 few ss:.uﬁiﬁxs of aoolinl aﬂjgat&zém;‘ whloh have
& beaving on our pﬁab},m will o montionsds During the
deprasslon vonrn tha ¥atlonal Child Labor Cormittee Pound
- that‘ mcsm than f,\:wcé;%mllim ’tiay,a and 'g-;f!;rla of ages ten to
‘soventaon wers wwzme:} 4n 1050, und more than onoefourth
of these wore undoy a;‘xﬁmn yoars of afes This cmﬁtaa
8igo digcovercd that thres milllon oblldren bobtwoon the

agos of sovan snd soventeen were not attonding school at
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all.l 1 lgszkﬂinéhan, aﬁ$guised as a vagvent, found

that 120 boys out of & total of 604 wanéeriﬁg hemeless
youth never got beyond the sixth grade; ﬁh&la 231 falled -
to reach the e1ghth. only 26 out of the 504 had finished
hlgh schcol; Thrashor observed that “mgstvboya in
gangland quit atholjaa soon as the law allows them; elther
to loaf or f£ind a Job.“s' An analysis of penal commite
ments in theIStata df Virginié for leﬁﬁlrevealed that

only 22.6 per cent of the ihmatgs had completed the

aeventh grade as compared with 65 per cent fof‘hhs‘atate'

as a whole.

A

(1) Sidel, Jemes E. “qucation vs. Economy‘”
American Child. Vol. 14. September 1932, P. §

{2) Minehan, Thomass. Zoy and G;rl Tramps of Amerioa.
Fa?r&}?, 1954t P' ..Zfﬂo _

(3) Thrasher Frederic ¥, The Gang. Reve Eds
| chioaga,’Ohiveraity of UﬁIEEéEgPreas, 1936.
- P, 374. ‘ o
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¥ie cannot say that there 1s 8 causal relstions
ship between lack of schooling and criminal teﬁaendiés,
bﬁtzit'a@peara rather sipgnificent that the majority of
penal inmates are retarded in school and tend to drop
out earllier than the average yauthf‘A &n'individually
' gonducted study of 13,000 young poople 1ﬁ the State of
"Maryland a8 regards thelr social aajustmﬁhta and thelr
~ schooling revealed that those who left school at the
lowor grade levels in particular were far.the*ﬁaab part
unemployed and ganerally‘maladjusteé§" These faéﬁa may
" peflect more on the kind of sbhoalihg received than on
their 1ength,0f stay iﬁ aohnoi, but the fact remalns
'thattmany of thamadropped out of school rather eably
4n 1ife. |

(4) © Virginla State Department of Educabtion. "Expanding
g ‘Education to Meet the Needs of Rural Community Life
‘in Virginia." A statement prepared in the State
Department of Education for the Commisalon Appointed
by the Governor In 1939 to study the Curriculum of
Virginia Publioc High Schoola." {Pulletin « V. 22 No.5)
- 'Rielmond, Virginia, The Department, 1894Q0.

(8) Bell, Howard M. Youth Tell Their Story. American
RN Council on Education, 1030, o . :
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A roport issued recently by the Vipginia State Poard
of BEducation indleated that out of 52,315 pupils onw
rollad In the £ifth, sixth nnd.aevaﬁﬁh'ﬁraﬁes,vé,aﬁﬁ

| B
dropped oub prematurely.

By Lohool Attendsnce and Survival Hatess

A & aetting for our prodlom 1t Lo helpful 50 cone
slday gertaln tronds in sochool sttondance and survivel
rotods %&grm is an avray of atmﬁiaa which shows that
schaol survival rates are steadily &ncr&aaing.‘ Thorndlke
rmparts that from 1900-1504 only 20 per cent of thoone
entering elementary school reached the ninth prado and
only 17‘999 cant reachad the twalfhh?*whilﬁ Kline o
: yoznta ot thet in 1925 fully Vﬁvpgr sant 6€ those one

. 8,
tering elomentary acheol reachod the ninth yoar level,

A

{8} Virginia State Depariment of Iducation. "i Study
of the irop~Ouls from tha FAfth, Sixth and Soventh
SGradess” {Mlmeographod Neloasp. Auge 18, 1040,
hiclmond, Virginla. 7The Department, 1040,

Thorndike, Pdward L, "Bliminatlen of Fupils from
Sahools” (UeBs 0Cf, of Zdvos Dullotin, 1907, Yo.4.)
Veahington, & Ce Te He Governooent Printing Offe

Cant Y
=3
Bt

{8) Rline, s Ju, "Significant Changos in the Cuvve of
#lzmination Since 1900, Journal of Educ. Hesearch
Va gﬁ, FPo 208 « 2184 ﬁpﬂm;
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Yore rocently, Fostor assures us that the young people
of this country ars recelving half agalin mors schooling
than those of four 6seadaa 830 conaldering a&mplg tho
850 0; laaving achonl.‘ Jratilfying ns this trand may beo,
wo muat regognize thaf 1t 1o not dnctaivo. ﬁaﬁriy half
‘of our adultipopulation nover £inioh elsmentsry achcol.'
The problam grestod by these who do not romain long
éncugh for the kind of training which wo expeoct ouwr
chools to bostow 1s urpont and Soriouss

Cs Outline of Progont Investizatlon:

The prosent Srvasﬁ*ﬁat*on is on stiempt Lo analyse

’nrﬂ aypwaiaa soma of tha factorn that influanne tho r016~
in@ powar of tho achool, wo m"anﬁ aroups of facLors are
considered: thoso relating to the fomlly baclground of
ahiidran who lsave nchool pramaturaly and those dealling
with the oducational status of the ohildron thomselvos.
Sevantyuthfae subjlooty ara 1n§lﬁdad.£n this invaaeigation.
They are boys and girls who have droppod out of lettleficld
Park High School during the gsara 1638 through 1040, A1l
. of' the subjocts discontinued their formal achooling at

somg yoint betwesn the fourth and eleventh grados incluniva,

18)" roator, &, Me "School Survival Rates." Sachool Lifos
Ve 22 Py 13 w 1¢0a Sopt, 1056,

{#) Prossoy, Ss Le, Jhnneg Jo BEel Knhlen, e Ceyp
"ILifos A Paycholog! Survey,” Pe 674
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Table It Humber of btroken homes due to divorce,
soparotions or death of ona or more pearenis.

- Classification ‘ . Humbey
ﬁumhar of Panllies included LIn the study 45
Families brolen by divoree or sepsration &5
Famazien broken by the death af one paprent 13
Pamilies Lroken Uy the death of bLoth @arenta 2

“ﬁLaEAnumbav of rolken raﬂiliaa 20

L s

Tate given by Fressoy onnbles us to conclude that the
vorcentege of such families in rural aross is around
142 per cent, end in the pmetropolitan sreass aboud 5.6
per aenh%ﬁ It appears therelore, that fenily dia&niEy
operates ss n background feaﬁav in csusing children
of such fenllies Lo leave gchool prematurelys. This
oun bo undorstood In terss o the additional buwaéﬁa

- which would nocesusarily fell on the ohildren of sueh
fomillos and the general dislocstions which sush 6ddw
ed rosponsibllitios would creates The faet that 5C
por coent of the familioes studlied do not full into the
clasaification wo have Just considered, Indloabos une

doubtedly that other luoturs are alse involveds

(19) Pruaaay, Hs Loy Janney, Je Eeg &uhlan, Re Ge
Lifer A Paycholopleal Survey,” P. 31,
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Ge  Family Mobility:

Fhon famiiles move about children must nesesonw
rily cut short thelr stay in & partioular schwols
In ordex to appraise this factor in the present
study the bMrth place and length of residence in
Hanover Coumty of the purants of tho ssventy-three
sudjests wore investiznteds Table II 5.&33.&&%:&&
that slightly over hull of the purents were born

in Hanover Comnbye

Table IT:  Bixndh Place pf Pepranbas
Plang : Tathers  Hobther Total

Monover County 28 28 o3
ifaneloo County G 2 7
Tiew Ront Oounty 4 G 10
Tighmond (Gity) 2 2 1o
Tonehiland County 5 3 4
Caroling County e 0 2
Oranpe County i 0 1
vt of Htate 3 O 3

The oxztent to which thaao paronts and the others who
mirrated into Hunover romeiced anchwu& to the county
enn bo ssen in Table ITI, Putting the fmots in Table II

and III togethor we mey conoclude that discontinustion
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in school 18 not closely assoclated with excessive
moving about of the parents, since the mobility
rate of the familles concerned im relatively lows

Table IZI: ZLength of time which parents not born
in the county have lived in Hanover Countvy.

Duration . Pathers Yothers Total .
le=4 vyoars - 4 o] 7
Swug . M e 4 6
10-14 " 2 3 5
- 15-20 " 5 1 6 .
o0=24 O 4 3 7
3 3 6

o200 M

G, Leonomic Status:

The economic status of‘théae families;in'reference
to jobs, bccﬁpatiang;_wages'and auch 13'1ndlca£¢6 in
Table IV. - Zven though the avarage annual income of the
271§égaﬁea;§é;é (fathers) Investipated is aoméwhgt}
above the average income of tha_marginal fﬁﬁilies:rau
ported in Virginia; It 1s to be notod that two highe
way»patrolmaninciuﬁéd-in this study have an average
income of twelve huﬁdred dollars a year, while the
truck drivers have an annual income of seven hundred

twenty doliars,¢cthsrwiaa,,the;average annual income
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of those wage carners is scmewhat in keeping with
the ineome of those families reported in the state
survey as having mavsinal stabusetie

Table IV: Zeonomie Status of the Pamtlies Stundfed:
‘ AVOTE 0 ADDUAL

Family‘%t&tn3' , Humber - Salorv.

Pathers working as farmers 14 & 360.00

Fathers working as day loborers 7 432,00
Pathers working aa patrolmen 2 1200,00

Fathera working as tiuck drivers 4 720400

It 46 of inborest to note that in eleven of tho
fémiiiéa tha mo%ﬁaré wera working In stesn laundries,
rogtaurants, wnd tobreco factorles. In five other
cosas the mothera had boen proviously employed oute
gide the home at the time of the intarvieﬁ, Pifteon
of the wpsarriod Ipothers of the ohildran who had lefs
sohool worse working ab the time of the intorview. 5ix
of ﬁhis group wore duy laborers, throe woroe truck

drivers, snd two wers workers on conatruction jJobs,

Ay

{11) carnett, Williasm E, "Does Virginis Care? Some
Significent Population GQuostionse” {(VeFsls Vae
Aprlos Expers Statione. Himeo Hepord Ho. 8)
Tlacksburg, Viey, VePela, 1036,
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The average woelily @age af theno young wmen was
ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ'dﬁll&ﬁﬁ@ Eleven of the girls fﬁaﬁ,thaae
homes were working for weelly wages) two in &
printing offlice, and tha ramainﬁng in elgarotte
facﬁsvias; | _" ,

L ines the mejlority of these Panllies have a'
ralabiﬁmZy'zoﬁ seonoie sEntus, we may‘dana1u§o=th§%
economin prassure in the home opevatsd as & Proton
in withdrswal from sohools This ouservablon ia
In agreoment witﬁ,ﬁhﬁﬁ of Minehan sho found aconomie
faaﬁavg to ha very Important in his study nf‘sha» |
amount of gehéﬁling'gnﬁayeé by "oy and girl tromps

of Amoricss” 12,

Dy glze of Panilye

The mueh proater ratlo of chil&rﬁé”tc woults in
the South a8 compured with othev sections of the

sountry bas made the problem of sducsting southern

outh ona of srost magnituda,
¥ &

(12) Minohsn, Thomas. "oy and Oril Tramps of Ameriosl
Parrar and Rinehart, 1054. pe 262




Table V in this study will ghow that the lsrper
thie family the grevtor the tendensy foy chlldren to

drop out kofore the compleblion of thaly seooninyy

edusaiions
Table Vi Relablonship Dobwcen Siss of Panily and
o Uoprop=Oits”
0. Onildven  VBHLLY ) ,
Por Pamily Fraguency Totnl  "SraneOuts®
2 3 6 1
3 5 15 8
4 3 55 7
5 a8 28] ¢
6 7 42 13
7 7 9 15
8 ) 40 14
9 3 87 10

An analysls of Table V showa thet af the 73 studenta
tneluded in this atudy, 70 came from homes with our
or more ehildran In thons In families of G, 7, 8,
and § children, the Ifrecuency of "dropeouts” mna 54
or 32 por cent of 160 childrens This port of ﬁhﬁ -
»sﬁuﬁg, tharefora, would indicate that other Pastors
boing gquol, thore 15 & groster tendonoy for children
vho come [rom lurze families to withdraw %@?ava‘cdwn
ploting tholr gecondery education than for children

who comis from sonllor famtilien,
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A large pargontaze of ehildren Included in this
Cstudy are, In the mejoriiy of casecs, mumbors of
largs famlllss aznd ore, therafére, deprived of
many adusatlonal aﬁv&nﬁ&g&ﬁ wiiteh children Crom
r spallar fomily mloht onjovye |
Ascordling to & roport of thy Advisory Doow
nistaen on Hﬁuaatiaa,ls'thmva was found 803 chilw
dran per ops thousand ndulbs in the southeasstern
part of the nation conprisling such states ng
virginia, Horth Caroline, South Carcllne, Ueorgie,
Piorida, Nentueky, Toenneusow, Alabunma, Misnlsslppl,
Arhensag, ond Lauisignu, an contpranvted with 536
ehildren per one thousand adults In tho fur Yest
fnsluding the states of Heveds, Yeshinzton, Oregen,
and Uniiforniae This would indicate that Lhs proe
duetive workers of the southsastorn stntes cerry
g turden of child cave in e@uontlion rhileh 18 zbont
£07 proster tharn thet carrled bv the adull popuse

Jation of the nouthesgtern gtaten,

TITY ™ Advisory Committes on Zducation. “Hepors®,
ﬁasﬁingtan; DuCsey Ue So Governments Printe 07004,
3»933& Ps ﬁﬂ; :
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These flzures beco:éw more startling when woe Gone
sider {hat ln gubstantlially every state in the Unlon
the adult group In the rural populstion 1z carrying
an adult losd in terss of number of alldren to be
afueated that Lz a3y in cxecuus of the lond curried
wooha odugstionsl g;rm;x In the wsplioun urban rreas

of tho couninrye
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CHAPTER IIT

EDUCATIONAL AND PSYCHOLOZICAL FACTORS INFLULRCING
THE HOLDING POVWER OF THE 3CHO0L

A, Aze~zrade distributlion end retardatlions

T, Age-prade distribution:

Table VI shows the grade distribution of the
47 boys end 28 girIS‘lncluﬁed in thie study at
the time of thelr withdrawal,

Table VI3 Grade distributlon at time of withdrawal

Age o Groade Status . Total
4 o b i 8 g 10 11l
12 1l 2 3
13 1l 1l -2
14 1 2 2 5
15 1 2 1 1l 2 1l 8
16 3 2 4 l 2 1 13
17 4 3 1 1 2 1 25
18 1 4 6 4 1 1l 17
TOTAL 2 w15 14 10 B0 b 213

This tadle olearly indlcates that a larger number
of these children were below the grade norm for

thelr age., Only 4 of the 73 pupils were in the



17.

nornal grade for thelr age. The remaining 69 chile
dren were one or more grades below ths zrade norm
for their age. In other words, the great majority
of pupils included in this study had not made the

advancement sxpected under average conditions.

2y . Academic rating:

Table VII below indicates the academic rating
of the group included In thls study at the time of
their withdrawal.

Table VII: Academic rating at the tire of wirhdrawsal.

Rating Boyg £irls Total
Passed all subjects they were taking 3 4 7
Passed nmore than half the subjects 8 6 11
Passed half thoe sublects 8 3] 16
Passed lesa than half the subjects 19 5 24
Falled 211 subjects _ 12 3 15
- TOTAL o 47 2673

- A close analyais of table VII wlll show that only 7 of
these students were actually passing all thelr work at
the time of their wlthdrawal., Eleven were doling medie

ocre work in that they were passing more than one-half
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of the subjects token, while &5 vere eibhor pargie
nel or failing cooplstelys 21 L ressonthle, therew
fore to conclude that rebardation ia probably a
secomnd faator nantﬁi%uzilg to the withdrewel of these
children from the Pattlofield Park Schoole

Thig observation coneurs with that reporied by
the Virginia Gtato Doard of Daucatlon to the offect
that 21 per cent of the “ﬁ?gﬁmﬁuea” repoated one op
mors grades in thelr school experience, and that 12
vor eent of these dropping oub in tho seventh grade
haﬁ'baen tn thet grade provious to the prosent sobe

1%
glions

Pe  Froblevs of retardetiont

The problen of retardetlon doserves Iurther come
nents Une of the greatest problems Ln the systen of.
education 15 that of retardation of school children
whioch becowes & tax Durden on the one hand, and

soriounsly discoursges the chlld on the othore

TI4T vVirginis State Departnent of Hduentlone "Study
of "Apopecuts,” from tho PLLLh, Sixth, and Sove

‘ enth Urades.” (Yimeographod Relsase Auguat 18,
1040¢) Bilohoond, Va., The Depsrtment, 1940.De la
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In the eountry as g wﬁal& pvor onaw=third of the
pupila who enter slementary achnol reach hig
schonly and of thens only nbtoul one out of svery
seven sreduabkos. In & pomphlst ertitled "Tho Proe
araeg {for Imp?ovaxanh in Instruction® isaued by

the Virginia Gtate Dopartwont of Uducation in 1940,
4,223 childron In the [ifth, sixth, and sovanth
crades were held back during tho your 10871033,
and Ywenbyefour per coni o this nuxbar had proe

w15
viously vopsated one ;vade, Ga

e Intallsctunl Btntugs

In order to mnke & comparizson destuven noadamis
rating, mental abllity rotling, and the holding
power of tho school, the Intelligence tests of 51
students were examined. {(The teats of only 51

wore available at the timo of the invostizatlion,)

(I5) virginia Ltato Departasnt of Rducnbtion, "Study
of “dropesuts,” f1am the Fifth, Sixth, and SCeventh
Sradess” {neozrarned Telease August 18, 1940,.)
Mighmond, Virginia, The Departmont, 1040. ps 2
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™o dlatuiinutlion of Lntelll snee guntients besed on
ks Otly Classificnbtlen Tese s shown below in
tahle VIIL,

Table VIII: Distrilmtion of 81 puplls sceording to
thely zroup intelllirsnce guotlonts

Ta Gelasw~lnsed on the 0nis Classilloablon Popb
paszed passed pastad '

Iele 81l over passed lsss than fallod

vange work  half  helf hKalf oo all total

B0w4
Oh w0
Vi /7]
TEwTQ
80wt4
H5=59
alw=05
D04
100«104
105«105
TOTAL

e Lo

HQHNS@C} BN

Urlolelelnlofafnyolsp- S

YOHHBROOOOC
Hocooommuuen

OO LERROSS
NOCOBGBNO

bt

L

An snalysis of thts tablo roveals the matounding fact

that 15 of these studonts, ascording to Pintnerfs

Classification rating, ars ratod by tosts &8 footlom
ninded, 9 classod o borderline, 15 as backward,

-

and only 12 as normnl. If wo asaume, as many do,

that & ohild whoun Te Ge L0 70 or helnw cannot o
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expeoted Lo finish the fifth grade, i1t ic not sure
prising to £ind such children fncapable of sontinie
fn in the aonventional program of the sohool bew
yond thls lavel;

The importent role of low gerersl intelligence
in wolthoning the holding posor of the convontional
sehool Is obsorved by mzny writerys HMitshell reporits
that the mmber dropping dul in the hizh schiool level
ineresses rapidly with Zocrenss in intﬁlligenﬁcilg'
rable TX purmsrizes Hitchell®s findingas

Table IM: Rating of intellipenca snd sphosl survivel
{aftor 111tchall)

hunmer Kumber der cent

Tebin Admitted Drooping Gul Droppins Out
128 i 0 O
118w137 11e 4 3
104-118 234 23 8
02w=103 405 13 30
a0=01 287 188 ' 63
£8=00 41 , 27 €5

Torman 8lso shows that the average child falling

In the I.Ge renge of £0 to §9 leaves school at the

TIGY witchell, Claude. “Prognostic Value of Intellle
ngenca Testn," J. Educs Neosderch, Vole 208, p.s77-801,
ipril, 1936.



S0t grade level, and that 7% per cont of this
croup Are fone ot the seventh ipade lovele About
75 per conbt of ohlldrsn coming withinghe I.Ge
pange of 40 to 84 leave school at the ninth year
1@?@1@117*

A permphlebt sutitled, "The Program for Improvee
mant of Instrustion,” Issued by the Virginie State
Uanpd of Educetion lipts ¥arliout ressony £or drope
ping out of school tut low intelllgence is not
given g8 a direct cause. %o have zood vossons to
volleve, howover, thnt low gonoval intelligonce
wealtong geriounly the holdlng powsr of ths school,
Zoreover, thia factor i basic in the probleom of

rotardatlon, discourasenant, and othar relatsd [ace

OV,

(I7) Terman, Le s, "Tho Intellizencs of School
Childron,” Boston, Houshton MIfflin, 1816,
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Ce Ressons plven by the seventye-threoo svh#,cts
for TPoppLne auﬁ ol sehooll

Table ¥ susmarlzes roasona For wliishdwaual
given te the wribtedr through interview with giuw

dents and parenty,

w4

Takle Rapaong elven for withdrawnl from school

Teys . Uirds _ Totnl

Feilure to maus prades 1 G 8
To carn oun LBopaey i4 3 37
Pinancisl dif{lcultles e 4 10
To halp at homo 2 7 g
indifference 7 0 7
- Zphonl difficultles 5 1 6
Illness 3 2 2
Tao far to vwalk 1 1 2
To_cob marriaed 0 2 2
"%mz, ' <7 s TS

The ressons given In Table X and thelr frequency
cowmpars clogely with thoso listed for the State as
a whole, For exemple, if wa group the gsecond,
third, ond fourih roessons Ln Table Xg nanely, to
earn monsy, financlal difficultics, and to help at
home, under sconomle iflleunlties, we find that 36
or almost {108y gor cont of the entlive group of 73
gave coonomie eonditlions ag thely ronsons for withe

adrasenls
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If we sombine fars word, howe dutles; snd egonomic

o)

¥ ao R ]
rall luhed In

=

120 1gulttes, siven In the Stakts study
1040, a5 economlie reasons, 1% will be found that 54
per aent of the “dropeoutz? in the stete of ﬁirginia
zive seonomic 2ifficultles aug tholp raagon for dipe
gontinuing schonls A fuviher study of Table X ine
Aloaten thot sohool difflcultlesn and Tsilure to

mitlre tho gyade are Lo vory lmportant ftowms whlich aro
agsizned as onusos by the saventysthreo sublectse
Theve ara 33 per cont of tho total group who clalnm
thoy shoppod schiool hoosuse bthey wero alilier falle
ng the oredo or bocaute thyy ware havin somo kind
of trouble tn the school. Somo could nob geb slong
with the Seacher; obhers admitiésd that they c¢ould not
dn the works o fow sald that tley oould nob loarn ag
fast ng thoy shouldy two adnitted thut ihey had Lo
ntop sghool bocause of 1llncssg; btwo admitted thet
they atopped becnuse thay hod too far to wallk, and

twe girls odnitted that they atopped sehool Lo get



mersicds  lHeal reapzons and sgslignad raasons ars
sorebines two very <lfferent thinste ¥z cannot
+ FR

Prord, therclore, Lo overenphanize Lhedo Guatie

tionnalre data, but thoy are of intorests.
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CHAPTER XV
GOCZAL ADJUDTHENTE OF THE BHVERTY-THURE SURSEOTE

Sohools aro sometimes acsused of showing no Interost
in what happens to puplls after they drop out or even
graduates Cortainly more follow-up studies should be
made which wonld enablo a school o sppralse 1ts work
in relation to the later-life sdjustments of Lts pupils.
Linitation in time, money &nd personnel for rolloweup
iﬁve&tigaﬁiana, rather than the lack of intersst, oone

stitute the prineipal resgsons why more such work ia

" not donos

The_aghﬁor asought, haovover, %o invastiggta two age
paata,:vaaatzonallan& lolgure time activztién,.which}
together afford some ineight into tho soolal adjustments
of the soventy-throe cases included in thiip studye

One point is ar apociasl note in this oonnootlon;
the puptlfs sttitudes townrd the economlc situation Iin
which he finds himsell In reletion to his home ond the
neceasity of spouring sowe asort of employment, which,
1f possaibvle, will ensure a certain degroe of cconomlio

sonitys
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The older the student, the more clearly he sonsosn
the oconanic instobllity of hio fomily, the more
dangerous is poverty, or Lte prospects to hisg
enotional hoalth. YWhen a‘guyil boeomes senasltive Lo
the noed of his fexlly znd for his earning a 1livolie
hood, and porhapas cooperabting in tho support of his
family, attondonce nt school booomos a hardehip,
since it serves only to delay the timo when he will
he able to geot ouk on his owns Such students heuv
comp worrlod about the rroapeet of finding work, as
well as tho eoononic ostatus of thelr family. Thess
anxletles are often reflected as confllaots with the

nstauliahaé'ﬁragram of the achool,

As  Yogatlonal and Znnloymont Ltatus:

In apite of the fact that a 1avgé poroontags of
he students In this study gave f:nanoial»diffiaalv
tics as ihﬁir’rsaaonﬁ Tor dropping out of school, i1¢
is of intarest to nobs in Table XI that only eirhteen

par gent of the enbliroe group had heon eén%inunualy
onployed in o gainMl ccoupabtlone Table AT aluo roe

yaala thot elevan por cent hod besn continuously
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unenployed, while twenty-sir por cent, though proe
viously smployed, were nnemployed at the time of

tha Interviow,

Tablao Al %mpla?mant Ltnbus

Statug 2oys Girls Totsl
Continuoualy employed 8 G 13
foployed at tine of Intorview

but proviocusly wnemployed 10 4 14
Dmployed part tize b 6 10
Conkinuouely unemployed b 3 8
nemployed ab interview but

previcusly employed . 11 8 19
AL ) , &7 o) N

Wa hove hove o proup of studenta who have bwon sene
52tive to the noods of thelr Pamiling. it a rosult
thoy have left eohool %o 0 to worl, lowovor, the
majorttr of thew erc not ongoged in what sizht beo
celled n gainful cccupntion. In faat, sevoral have
not teen abls bto ©ind any Job, Evidently the sohool
has taught these ohlldren how to write o lotter of
agplicabinﬁ, nubt has not tought them how to fing or
hold & Jobs OSuch & situnblien contrilbutes readlly
to a fesling of felluro vhich may weaken pormsnently

the ego atrusture of tho individusl.
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B Inturests and oisure hotlvitliess

Puring the year 195038, 2,404 ont of the total
numbior of 3,263 atudonba roported by tho State Noard
of Sdugatlon ss heving dropped out of achool during
103738 éare tnventlicated by toachers in tholr come
munttys The puppose of this "followsup" wha 20 dee
t@ﬁm&ﬂ& tho recreational interests of thig large
groupe  The report indlesbtes that 207 gcave reading
ans the mejor lolsure activity, 510 gave group ganmes
ar their major interoots, whilo dancing, mevlnﬂ'niam
tures, hunting, sowing, and hase ball wore 1inted ao
othey outside activitlies encrzed tn Ly this graup?g’

Table XII suwmeriszes the findings roegardliny tho

lotsure activitlies of the pupils under dlgcussions

Table XII: Hecroantionsl ncotivities,

Type of eabtlvity Foys  Otrls  Toted

foving Plotures 8 10 18
ucmc..ng a 7 15
Hunting 15 0 15
#gse ball : 32 o 13
Mmic A & 3 8
Regading Q 4 4
Sewing , — 9 3 3
TG , 7 28 73

wawwn{18) V&r 2inia State Department of Zducations
ﬁuay of dropaouta from the {1fth, sixth,
and seventh gPadesn,”® August 18, 1540,
1meagraph flolaonsa. Fugo 3
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& closo study of Table XII Zoos not verify the results
nbtninéﬁ in the stato study to whioch we have Iusgt roe
farrede Jur pasults givo-f&r&& placa ao‘ﬁcvzﬂg ploe
tures, 'ﬁanéin@ somes ansond, and aweng boys, hunting
thlrd and boge ball fo given fourth place. It 18 Bige
nifioant that the motlon picture seems to hold rirsy
vlases in both soxes. Is thla an oscepe frem o world
which these young people ave finding too hn&t&ie,
bacauéa they are oo poorly equlippod %0 malo an adw
oguate adjuatoment to LL7T 'an1§ fupthor study oan doe
finitely angwar this interesting and iwgarﬁanﬁrquaaw

£ione
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COHCIIEILONS AND HECOIMMERDADIONG

Ae Dupmnry of Conplusicnad

- Xs  Tha sausss of school malndJustmont shonld
not b soushd exalualvely in the olasarcome. Tho
fuct that the ohild'a father hes bLaen unemployed
for mentho, thab his mother 48 an invalild, thad
‘the noighhorheood hed &'goar ernvironsent or that
thaﬂfaﬁher and mother are flnanniaily in nsod of
ngglstance or that the family unity s braken‘may
to cizcunstances of graater Laaring on the holding
pswo?'sf the sahool than any ore factor that may
ceﬂtmr tn the 0luss700M

Ba There i & oclogo relat’snsh p totweon the
eponcnic and asoclal advantazes of the homes gstudled
and the amount of schoollng the ehildren from these

honeg rooelive,
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3e Low intellipgenoe end retardstion stand out
fa the nost impo:tant factor in ﬁauaﬂng the sovontye
thren aubhleocts atudlsed to withdraw from Hattlefield
Fark High Schools Tractiocally ninebty per cont of the
studofits wore retarded in thelr school work, while
only & gsmall méjaritg were ac&ieving & full meoasurs
of auncasa in zhn workz thay wera taling at ﬁhﬁ_t&m&

thoy witharew from schonle

Ha ”Et\cm‘m}mia longs

1‘ “ha vaayans 13114y whioh the school ﬁhauld Y 2
aume in npeating tho noods of those pupila who have
beon slininated end oast upon scoloty without ade
oquate braanﬁnv La apporent ! aﬂ.soﬁa'maasura from
tho raaultu of this atudye Tho sohool must prow
éiﬁe for indlvidual ﬁif:arenuea in oapacitleon, apw
tttuden, nrd Iinterests through inﬁivi&u&lia&& L=
aéﬁuééicm. Yhen tho needs of these puplla are met
in o nore éahiafuctury'mannor the holding power of
tho achool will be groatly inoroamseds Such a pro-

gram should include experiences on an appropriate
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level, involving arts and oraflts, elementary agrie
culture, and homo making. Such opportunitica
would not 6nlyihald ehtldran in sshool longer, but
what is vaztly me?e)impcrtant, they would provide
Imporbant medle for th devaiapmenb of character,
cltlizenship and useful slillo. |

e ?ﬁa sehool shaulé‘ievﬁlap & conprehenslive
synten af voecabtional zuldance thet will help weak
nrd econfused puplls sa well aa the more able to make
Cthe most of tholr atllities and opportunltios. At
greéent too margyr pupils of limlited ability lesve tho
ﬁﬂhaal.p?amatwrély'ta leaf, drift, or strupsle in é
ﬁystém,ef social forces which they do not underoband,
arel Lo which they cannot adjust thenselves. Y%ith
an apparent Increase of pupile of low academlic
ability and of pupllis Irom howas of low econcmio
statug, 8 progran of zuldance would ssen rore ure
zant than evor, topsthor with a diversiiiled cupe
rloulin. So far as possidle the guidance worl of
thae school should correlate with the auldance agw

tivities of the home, tho church and other acelal
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}agenaiea tn the communitys The nesd of suoh corw
volation is espooially asppurent in the sron of
accupsiional aﬁjaﬁtmanﬁ¢ |

3« The Compiloory Sduontion law of Vieginia
nhould bo atrengthencde Tho law Yoquivring cooe
pulsory astendanco whicn now incluﬁea 811 ohil«
dron Irom sevan to fowrteon Inclusive should ba
chanzed to fncludo all oehildren from sovean to 5iXe
toone Moreover thoe law as 1t now stends oxenmpbo
children who live move than one and ona-half miles
from o sahiool o fron 6 s Thoudd not this 61&#
tanco bo abt least two miles? I8 ifa known that
pany children who could legally aboent thonmselves
from school on the grounds of ﬂiatanna 40 attond,
inereasing the dlstonce Lo two miles wonld sube
stantially veduce the rato of non-attendanocs due
o the lezul exemption of distanca,

4. How materiels ol inatruction and groanter
variety and {lexidillty Ln methods of learning aro
deftnttoly nesdade For the type of puplle included
tn this atudy there should be consideorsbly less |
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smphnpla on abstract meterisl, and much mors on
visoal, anditory, and ooncrote nstorials. The
achool should provide more opporbunities for tho
pupils to do things with thelir handes snd o pRarte
ticipato in cooperative group prolecipa

S5«  Perhaps the school should goek to atd
thoaﬁ'studenté w0 ars compellod Lo leave prow-
maturely becnuas of coononlc response Por exemple,
some type of gooparative syroangoment botweon omw
ployers snd tho school administration for part
time work and part time schooling might prove faa%_
gible in & number of oased. |

Be If tho achoel of todny fa to grapple with
the altuatlon indlested in this atudy, the acheel
must onmbrace 8 goainl phllosophy vhich w11l ine
tarvabe the pvpose and offerings of tho school
with the indtvidual é:fforenaeu of its puplls,
and thely needs in relstlion to the dewmandas of

aociabye
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