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PREFACE

This theais attempts to toll the story of the coal
mining industry in the northwestern part of Chesterfield
County, Virginia, The coal deposits in this area are
only a part of & larger coal basin lying west of Richmond
and covering several countles, but as thé title sugpests,
thisg 'pa;&er 18 confined entirely to the mines in the vicine
ity of Midlothians It 1s a history of the mines, and

no attempt hes been made to deml with the technique of
nining axceﬁt where such remaris have been inoluded be=
gasuse of theiz» historical intaréat‘;-»for* oxample, the
Iayout of the mines and mining methods used in the early
dayse .
~ In soveral places accounts heve been guotod in thoir
entirety, This was done because the sourcos from which
thoy came are scarce and not readily avallable, and as
- our preacnt viewpoint of coal mining is difforent from
those of earlier days, it was falt the quotations would
give & much better plcture of the feeling of those

c&é’ga then any paraphrasing of thom, or inferences drawn
from them, was likely to do. In moot places the word
fpit" has been substituted for "ming" in order to conform
to the terminology in use at the tine,



Material on this coal fleld 1s very scarce as
many of the ﬁecords failed to survive the ravages.of the
Civil War, :Some of the early.geolagical‘survey repoé;a;'
contain historic as well as economic data, but in the. .-
later reports all hiatoricel data has been omitted. 4
few of the early travellers and persons visiting tﬁe
mines left accounts that haveibeen helpful,  Early newse,
papers contain some material, but most of ﬁhese are in.
the form of advertisements of land for sale and help
wantedgf The most wvaluable sources have been the more -
recent newspapers and the accounts in sclentific journals

such as the Journal of Science and Arts, Tables of

production are almost nil and for this reason it has been
difficult to determine the amount of coal produced, This
18 especially true in the early days when data 1s lacking
altogether, and later statlatlics combine  the production
of the whole basin malking 1t impossible to judge the |
amount of coal mined exclusively at Midléthian; }

I am Indebted to_Dr;VRalphVC@ MeDanel, professor
of History at the University of Richmond, for suggesting
this interesting;subjpct and for his help which enabled
me to finish the work, though of all errors of which I
may be gullty he is innocent, I have also to thank the.
1ibrarian of the Virginla Historical Society and to &

i1



greater extent the able staff In the Virginia State
Library for their csurteey‘a:d indlspensable ald, Last,
but not least, I tender my thanks to many of my friends

for their interest and encouragements

‘nﬁ,.".‘v;"mh‘rz{ ;{_‘;
LNIvERSITY OF RICHMO!

141 VIRGINIA
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. Chapter I . |
. The Genesis of Coal lining at Hidloihlan 1725-1800

The coal mines in thoe vieinity of m&iatﬁﬁi&n oooupy
a unique place in tha history ai‘ ma?. in s:m nited |
8tatoa. Theno minaa, and othara in %:Em Richmond Coal |
Basm; cantain t:im youngeat coal gealo znauyl and are
"the oldest worked caniamae in amricau"a The m&n@s\
of féidlothian, althau@l ef meez'tam d&to, bagan baok
whon Virginia was & Royal 601ony of the English Grown.;/
Thie region lles about ten» mi’las went of Richmond and
the pit# aéﬁ«éiapavsad along the coal outerop beginning
on the :aeﬁth'ama‘f of the Jmaa ‘River and ending about
- & mile south »or' mtilathian Vimagegs'i‘ha aroa, once the

le See Ch, VI for remarks on the geology of this reglions
2; Richard Cowling Taylor, Statliotica of Conl, pp« 20«2ls
gee also, mgitg& u%gteg Geolog maiélgurvey, Hinepral 27
- Resourcos of the Unito Stawa, 1913, Part TI Pal
and 12 and Hunt's lMerchant!s Mapazine, g
. The first montion of coa 16 tor: t;om, wnicm now
‘gompripes the United States was made by Fathor Louis
. Honnlpin, a French ¥Vissionary, vho recorded in his
: Joumal in 1679 the fact that ten years provious ho,
- in company with other explorors,had discoversd the
gitsg of & ”co%g“ me‘?ﬁ? the Illinols Rlvere
v L8YLor, « Cllss Pe -
3. Set Hap P 175~




soene of extensive m&n&ng opemtlcrm. i@ now quiets and
the only visible remix:&er of its once busy aetivity are
azzemcus craters anﬁ d&e,p pits suattam& ovar the diﬁtrict
and - histurical mrker whi«:h carriaa t’he fal}.wins inacx'ip-
tiom e | |
mﬁlothiem Coal %ﬁnea _

. A mile south sve the aﬁﬁlathian Coal Mines ' f;

:_s;rchably the oldest conl mines in Ameriea, Coal

' une first mined here before 1730 and a rallwny vag

- budlt from the mines to James ERiver before 1830, -

" Operation went on gontinuously until 1866, and

~ the coal used in cannon casting at the Tredegar

Iron Works, R&chmcnd. wes. obtained here,

:i‘his mrker only ‘begﬂ.ns to tell zha atory. and one -
muat DUTEUS many Bources 1n order to underatan& and
Mﬁzreuime the histary of' these :ainm ‘&fhiah played an
imzzartans vart in tha early industry af thia country in
both peme and \az-. .

’l‘he firet rafemnw to the &mcevery of coal in
Virglnm 15 to be found in the vritings of Col, William
Eyrd who, in a regort of my 11, 1.’701,. to the Coloninl
cpunc:.l_ of Virginia, deswri’bes 2 viait he rade to the
French Huguenot Settlement at Ianskin Towni

The 10th of Iay, last, I will Coll, Rendoljh,

Capt. Tpes,s Copt, Yebb &o.s wont up to the new

settlement of ye {fronch hefugess at yeo Yanslan

Towraess Vo went up to yo cole, wleh is not above

2 mile and o alf from thelr settlament on the great

upper Creeke, wieoh, rising very high in great Raing,

kath washed avay the Banke that the cole lyes bare,
- othervise it's very &eep in the Earth, the land beling

B



verj higﬁ-amd near the aurt@;e in plenty of Slate,%
| v"zaw&z; a I’fbrth Cammm ‘historian, ascribes the

'aiaéovery oi‘ coal at Ihmkin Twn toa Euganat aettler.
" The S‘rene}mn, while hunting, ehot & foul which mll into
.the river near & steep enb@.n}m&nt, He deammﬁaﬁ the slope
to help nio dog retrieva tha fwl, "wﬁ had difficulty
in gotting back to the mmm.t. In his ei‘far‘&a he caught
hold of a shrub a.nd doing thia &ialodes it thus expoeing
‘some outeropping cesxl. ¥hen his discovery wae made knmm '
the land v&aw suyveyod ami patonted by one of the gentry;
william Byrd the older appeaxs to bave been the potentea,
for the founder ef the Byra fanmily in Virginia "mﬁeretanding
that there was a coal mine upon scme land lying neayr mmaan
toun, which had not been granted tu the Fronch, took out a
patent for D44 acrea, including the same, which patent was
dated Octobor 20, 1704,75 |

The French Tugenots, who pettled in the vicinityd
around 1700, probably mined or dug some of the coal for
%heir w;: use before 170L, 4t any yable; the feilwmg yeﬁr/
vormission was granted to a E‘raneh.mfug‘ae to use the coal tk

for commercial purposes, for in ¥y 1702, one David Menestrier,

4:’. Re A+ Broek, ".‘:}uamanta, Relating to the Hugenot Emie
gration te Virginie,® in Virginia Historical Society’a
Collectiong, New Series, V, 42«43,

Be Ibid.s fnutnot‘:é Pps 43wd44, Quoting from . Book

of the Titles of the Ianded Dosgesgions of William Bvrd
én ;:hgy Collections of the Virginia ?»Tiaturinal
oclety,



& blacksmith, patitionefi the ecouneil and gov_émm“ Lop
poralssion "to use yo Coal minos lat;aly; dis covered there
at [Luciansa] i‘o_r hia forga;;n” The governoe and Council
gave thelr oo;xsex{t;.m Menestiier~ to telze .whah, conl he wanted
out of the mine for use in his forge according to his
petition;b , |

An Engliahman of foresisht whille vieiting in the colony
in 170l or sarly 1705, mde the prodiotion that the best, .
richost and most healthy part of the country was yot to be
inhabited; for above the falls of evevry river, there wore -
several advantages not then generally known, "éa gon ﬁaa}.,'?
lately discovered noar the French Settlement above the
falls of James River,"0 |

‘The. country above the falla did not contain a papulatioﬂ
large enough to create a groat demand for coal in the early .
jeaz-a of the eighteenth centuryj and the coal mines, being

~ somewhat on the frontier, perhaps were not known generally

b¢ Executive J‘oumal of the Council of Colont a‘l Virginia,
g & i 111

Te In I:ng]mnd from the thirteenth century bitumenous coal
was called "sea coal" due to the fact that the coal
soamy of the Fife and Horthumbeorland fieslds outcropped
on the North Sea and the waves eroding the soil and
coal beds caused lumps of ool to be found along the

~ phoros Thess were gathered and sold for fuel to

" replece wood, Another reason for the ugse of 8 qualifying
word was the fact that the garly use of the word coal
‘meant wood coal or charcoaly Howard N¢ Eavensong

. Zhe First Centy and g Quarter of fmoricen Coal

8.._%%& M iy Porswasive to the Inhablitants of
. Virginia and Maryland, for Promoting Towns & Cohabitation,'
Vir;;lnis. zmmzine of Histm‘y and mom IV, 857.,




outside of the immodiate vielnityy, The lack of interest
in coal in the carly days may be due to the sbundance of
wood as indicated by the Witing,t‘i of Robert Bevar_ly who
wrote very maonragingly of wood, .bm;‘ held _Iittla hope
for coal, T This early historian \éas aware of the presence of
coal in tha "upper parts” of the Golony; but ho did not
think 1% likely that. 1t wm}.d"ever be used there in anything
but Forges and groant '}.’owns, 1r ever they ‘happen to ‘mva an;v,
bocaune, as he stated, wood grew at every mants door 8o
fast that often it had been cut down, it 'm:uld ”in soven yaars
timo, grow pp agein from sced to substantisl fire wwd*”g

The exact date of the eax-lieat cacmorelal mining of ao&i\
in the Richmond Basin still awaiis dlscovery and thore 5.5 a
diﬁ*érema of opinion aa to theo year in which it begau;'bu‘*p
1t was sometime before 1?50;16 probably betweon 1725 and 1750/
It s rapoéted that an 0ld historlcael map of Virginia is
marked, "f&imétman; pbobabw, oldest coal mines in the
United Statoes, 1730:"11

Jo}m Emmall, 8 vcitizan of Qalo Pamish. 32 vho ovned.

Qs ~Robort Bovorly, The History of Virpinia, pe 98+
10¢ United Statos Geo ogical Swrvoy, Linora Henourcea of
the United Statos, 1913, Part II, pe
11e Fe Re Wadleigng Tine Richmond Virginia, Caal ‘?3.&1&.
' in Part IX of The Nichmond Coal Basin' o'-gilation
in Three Parts, compiled DY 1ra Te Javis Le Gy Lvang,
. P 8unpu5i3.a‘£m§. I have been unabdle to- find such & map«
. 124 Dale Parish was thon & part of Hearico Countye. This
parish 1ying south of the James River became a part of
gegz‘;?ﬂgmeld vhen that county waa formed from Honrico
*




land near i#idlothian on ti:a' héads:atem of ¥Falling Croel,
loft land to his w;fa Saﬁah Pat a place called the c«alé
91@;""3 - The use ‘oi‘ the word "‘piﬁ" would 4indloste that

the actusl extraction vof coal had bogun, for at that time
the words mine s d pit had entirely difforent momnings,
Then the word "mine" always meant & deposit or outcropping
of mineralj but when the actual taking out of coal begam
1t was from pits, and this torm was then ‘and for many

years 1stor used in the sense We now use thfe word coal

mine;u" In The United States Gazagteég‘l_-,' pub‘iiahaﬁ in -

| 1795, Joseph Soott, in reforence to Honrico County,
Virginla stated, "A number of coal minos are in the county,’

#nd pita have been optmed by many- ;wopmawx's," This

is a good exemple of the’diffamt; maaninga.

During the Rev&imﬁimw War cosl mined in the -
vicinity of Richmond became & rosl asseb to v’v‘irginia and
the other colonies, In 1776, 'rh;maa Yharton, Jrs and
owen Biddle of Phi:{adalphia woro authoriged: to employ
lperaona to bx'ing x‘z'm Virginia, presumbly to the Penmyl»
vanin port, coal. for which the v:lvgmia Camii:tea of
Safety had contractod, probably to 1iquidate in part

13. Henrico Gauntg Deed Boolty 17&1(.,171;8, Deed dated
February 26, 1705,
- Eavanwn. O« cit,, Pe 10._



the Continental raquisition upon -Virginiaés The \
presence of mineral coal perheps led to the erection, of
a égmnon foundry and alr furnace at Wostham five miles
above Richmonde The furnace 1s sald to have used ccal/ :
from the Chesterfield mines in the manufacture of shob
and shells for the Continental ﬁm‘p% In 1700, when |
the socond British of fensive in the south wes woll under
way, cltizens were forcoed to curtall tholr use of coal
dus to the lack of transportation as indlested by tho
rono'cging; advertisenent vialch lappeared in the'vvz,rg inia
Gazette of July 5, 17003 '

. Hanchestor, June 17, 1700. A3 the power ~
oxorcised by some of the publick officers of 1me
preosaing waggons and horses provents worlking our
coal mines, we hereby give notice that no person
can be supplled by us with sny cool at present}
vhen we can with sslfeby, employ wapggons, and carry
our coal to navigable water, we chell give notice
in the publick paperse ’ ,

¥41liam Ronald
[_ Bamuel DuVal
In Fobruary 1781, the Continental Congress z*éciue sted
Virginia o furnish "1l,L92 hard dollars” to pay the

debts of American prisoners in Few Yorke Thomas Jeffer son,

15, Jameos Swank, History of the Manufacture of Ii'm; b
-~ Al} Apes p: 70 - =2
16, Tbid., Fe 2054



then governor of the Commonwealth, wrote to Benjamin
Harrison, Virginia's speclal agent to the Congress st
Philadelphias |

E ‘Wore we permdtted to send produce, we eould :

do ib for less than half of what the hard dollars

will cost us, & I think such articles wight be .

selected from within, especially when that of coal

is addod (whlch Col, latthows sssuros me will be
done) &8s would do nelther geoé to the enemy nor
S injury to use Cosl s ;?13 Hew York at si.x
' guinaa the chauldmn.

Ag ﬁw Riaimmd Basin wan t;he cmly plaea in vzrginia
whera conal was nined at t&mt t:i:aa, t:ha coal éxieh Jofforaon
apoka of was to be obtained {rom this fial&, i%*y 17681
coal or a vary axaal 1ant qual:lty wna obtalmd bcth north
and aoum 01' the Jawes River from ;ﬁ.ﬁs w‘hieh were in the
hands of many praprieeors ard wcrked to an e*:tenﬁ equal
to the demmd."18 | |

Samuel Du Val, ownor-of the Deep Run pitsld in
Henrico County, purchaseé on Fovember 2l 1778, a tract
of land in Chesterfleld from ¥illlam Amonet for & 3000.20
""har doed, which conveyed the land, did not mention any
coal deposits} but the following year on July 5, Sarmuol }

DuVel, Sr., sﬁm to his song Willlam and Samuel, for £ 1800

17« Paul: Leicestw Maditar. The %itigkna of Thomag

Jelfforgons II '
18, Thomas Eei‘rex*?son, Hotos on the State of Virpinia; p, 1;2...
19, Henings Statubes at Largo, Xilp
20. Chesterfiecld Countys Virginia, Eeed Book Noe 8, pa 256



"Virginia money,” ons half of a 100 aore ﬁmct lying on
P‘aliing' Creck near uidlothian, "with 81l Coalpits, lMinerals,
¥ines, housos, orchaprds ané Gardenm“gl Yo doubt this
was a part of thﬂ land’ pumbasea from Amanet in 1778.

The year m which the Treaty of Paz'is was signed
‘ending the Revolutziouary »¥az*, Jcham Schoepf, a dact:ox'
with the Haaaian troops, mda a jouz*nay through sono
of the stams, and; while in Virginia visited the mmes
near #iidlothian, In writlng about his travels,he nad ﬁhe
faliowing to #a‘y about the afifm*se in digging one of the
Sites _ , . .

Thera haa ‘been dlscovered a baci of pitcoals
12 miles from here [Richmond], on the south side of
the James River and above the falls, theo occasion
of dlacovery being the uprooting of & tree by
the wind, The repgion is low, and it ia probable
that the bed was formed from the plantesarth ochoked
up behind the falls, PFour feet bolow the surface
there is a whits claye-slate, Next a blacker clay
and then the ¢ gﬁla. Trenches are dug straipght
down,; and at 20»30 feet the bed is not yst gone
throughj these trenches soon filling with water, §
new ones are continually opened up, although this |
1labor might be avolded, The coals, however, ars |
not the best} all Richmond smella from them, They‘
are sold at gha river for 1 shill, Virgin, cmenﬁ
the tushel,?

2%, Joides How 9y De 101;«
22, Johann Schoepf, Travels in the Confederation 1281;1%@%
© Translated from the German by Alfred Morrisony 11, O7~08.
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The doctor d4id not glve the name of the pits nor
the person to whom thoy belonged, It was perbaps the
preliminayy operations in the area which later became
¥nown ag the Black Yeath Basin, The mines in this basin
began full scale operations about 17882° and were said
t0 bave been discovered by cosl adhering to the rdute | |
of an uprooted tree,2% But the dootor's v complirentary
remark about the cosl mnkes one doubt that it was the
Black Heath ¥ine, because most of the later reports, conw
cerning the coal from this mine, state that ,i*b wags of very
good gmlity. Perimps the inferior quuiity of the coal
at this time was due to the face that it wae faken frem "
a geam in thé top of the soil near the outerops

The year in vhich the Americon Constitution was \
adopted, 1789, Richmond coal was gelling in Philadelphis
at one ehilling, eix pence a bushel,?D and American

23+ John Grapmeyy Jun.s "An Accannﬁ of the Coal Nines 5.n
: the Vioinity of Richmond, Virgmia, "american
. Scdence and Axto, 1820, I, 120

24, 8ir Charles Lyell, *0On the atructure and Probable Age
of the Coale_inld of the James River, near Rickmond,
Virginin,” Geol. Soces London, Suurterly Journals
1847, 111, 563=~264, |

26, United States Burenu of the Consus, XEighth Census,
Manufactures of the United States in 1860, p. clxviii,




oconoriots were beceming excited over the future poscie
bilities of this mineral, The owners of ccal mines in
Chesterfield and Henrico Counties, according to Tench Caxey
a Pennsylvania economist, wers enjoying a monopoly of
conl usa& neay the sezcoast of the more northern statesy
for manufacturing purposes,; and the demand was increasing|
rapddaly,?® fThe collieries on the James River gave promise
of being able to auypl# the territory watered by the rivers
of the Chedpeake, and by the tay itself, besides affording
& voalunble supply for seamen in the transporxtation of theirx
goods to all the seaports of the United States, Coxe
believed thaty since the price of labor was declining and
a short vater comsunication between the mines and the
shipping place was nearly completed$? there wze no doubt
that foreign coal would be rendered a losing commodity,
and that 1t would finally be excluded from ouwr markets,2®
In 1790, 181,888 bushels of coal were imported into
the United StatessR? but in 1791 thie country exported
3,768 bushels, and the following year more than three times

26, Tench Coxe, 4 E&% the United Staten of Amexigaspe 296,
27« Thie wns the Jomes River and Xangwha Canal conpleted

8 é.n 1796, "
284 DXy ODs eit s DDe 18018
29% zbig.."%. 3, )



that amomt or 13,023 busheols were axporized.m of the
latter amount 5,228 bushels went direct fron Virginia,31
and it 35 highly probabla that mast of the caal oxported
oame from the Richmond Basgln; aim:e it i‘i&niﬁaa& almat
all of the Amaricau supplye

The f:iz'at Seerotary of the. "'maam-y, writ&ng in 1790,
mentionsd coal mining in Virginia and deslared tﬂ:mt the
.expmditu:'a of & ammt:y on ooal of home pracmation, a.nﬁ
of preamiwms on the opaning of now mines, under cortain
qualifrioations, appeaz*a& to be worthy oi’ particular
sxaninations I imuntma and premiums amaa:*ea to be
* necessary, ho thought & roasonable ozpense in thig yay
would be Jixstimedﬁ B

Thug, at tha end of the eif*’-ztaanm mn*aury,% mlothian*a
adeont coal industyry was well under ways It was completoly
undsr the éontrél‘ of loocal c&pital md vas beginning
to attract national atbentlons

30. Ibid vy Pu 5«

3 ,___,___Eny Pe 134

32, F. Vie Taussig, 00 mgilex*, State Papers and Speeches
: on the Tariff, pe
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~ Ghapter II
Porlod of Transportation Difficuliles 1001-182%

Around the turn of the ninoteonth contury the ownors
of the coal minom at Midlothim were concerncd with means
of transporting cmi:t fﬁam thelr plits to tmawatem oy
this purpose & nmbér of Chesteplield Counby residents |
Joired in forming a turnpllite company, and on Janaaz_*y 20,
18043 Peorninsion was obtained .fmm,, the Aéa&amy to cone
struct & turnpile from the fe?z*ylanding in tho town of
Manchogtor to Falling Croek dn tho Buckingham Roade33
Construction began immodiatelyy bub ,bafom' tho year
endod ,it‘ was gpparont to tho mine owors thot the divecte
ors of the companys in wviolatlion of the twrnplke law,
were 80 dimeting tho courso of the turmplike &s to avoid the
principal part of the Buckingham Roads Also the junction of
tho Westham 'icad with the Duckcingham Road, whilch had been
deslignated as g toll gaté point, was bolng bywpossed -
altogether; The inhabitants of Chestorfield in & pobition

33+ Chesterflcld County Petition, December 23, 1802
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to the Assexbly, dated Bee&mber 18, 1802, stated that
they belleved the ;mrpoae of establia}zing the twngike
vas to facilitate the txanazsortmion of coal and alse
for the accomoﬁa.tian of tmvelars; but, they course
w%iah the tmpika vae fallwing wmzld leave tha primipal
coal mmaa a mila ‘m the north of tha ﬁik@g %‘he
petitioners aomplainm that to puraue any othey ﬁixectien
tian the Bm:kingham Roads where it than crosped F&lung
creek, would be reduaing thme fourths of the pximiml
mines to nw.e or no volue, ao coal wagons wculd be »
cme&.e& to travel two milas gning to and retw:aing fz-am

zmhwter befom they entere& the tumpika road, Thia, they
oaid, would reduaa the coent ef wagonge fram some af the mines
and raise u; considerably from the athersg wherem, to |
keey the Bucmngmm Road ﬁhe aiatame emﬂ mgezmga would
mve beon s 1'& was then, "preaiaely the same fram each
enal nine,v34

| The Tumpike Bmmny wmmarad this petitim by ree

questingg of the Aaembly the right. %o emnge the.direction
of" the twnzsikg from the course aaaigmtw in the chaxter,

34, Chesterficld County Petition, December 17, 1802,



Then,on Desember 9, 1003, Martin Railoy, an ownor of &

conl mine, péeeeﬁtad & memordal to the Court of Chogtore

f101d County opposing the petition of the Turnpikte Companya

"I{ the peti{;icn should p}asa,«;”‘ cml&im‘d Halley, fthere

would be & mceasﬁ:y of cpening a now road to meet the

'I‘umpika through tha lands of ym.w mm&almﬁ for abaub

seven hundz*ed yarda where tha bcdies of coal az'e generally

about thirty feet thick,mb?mt the sald new road would

alao of moeasity ™Mun over a piaoa of ggmmzé which hns

alrondy boen mdaminad ard mgppartea only by sman woodon

propgs, & part ar vhiich has lately fallen ineeand that

there is evory appaaranee of tho same being on fira.ﬁs;

| Ho records exist to indicate what action was taken

by tho Acsembly, but in a1l probability the Turnpike

Company wag allowed to fanm the route w&xich 1t deaired,
Bettsz' and cheaper means of bxvmapartatim were

alec & matter of national importance, Albert Gallatin,

sécx*étary of the Tﬁmsur'y undor Jefforson, gove gﬁxmh thought

to this subjeot and in A report on "Public Roads and Canals"

h pointed out. that the Jomos River and i%’anaﬂhabaml had .

'baen ‘planned ﬁéiginally to terainate at tidéwater, according

to the marﬁw, but construction had been suspended by an

act of the Virginia Legislatm before this had been accomplished

351 Ibidq’ December 9,‘ 1303§ '




He was of the oplnlon thaf; the opriginel plan, which wmﬂ.d

have put cosal on board vessols at Rocke%aﬁé deaervad

’tha proferance, The caaal, oven in its ﬂmwhat incomne

plei:e state, hed reduced t-ba e*-npenm of tmwpoz*t&mon by

one-third. M: that; time ooal was "in no othe:' part of

the United ¢ tatea fmmﬁ in sbundance 1n the vioinity or

tidewatev.”?? o |
In the early par*t of 1810 mcmflsm, }feth & cm::my\

wag %n need oi‘ laborers and advertised for t.hirty or fcrt'g

able bodied mg;m alaves to boe hiroed for tho balance of

that year with 1iberel prices offercd to ‘the amerm38 /

That seme yoar tracts of coal 1land noer Black Heeth and

: Salleo's Pits and '*’*'aoldrixig;e end Fllysonts Pits wore

oi‘i‘cred for sale.:ﬂ | N
Members of the Rallcz;r fmi‘iy lenged W Haerry Hoth

in oy 1811, & tract of 103 acres lmown os "Ralley's coalplts.”

The loase was to begin Jenuary 1, 161}, whon a previous “

agrecment to Nicholson end Hebh explired, and rmun for five

years, Rent of two conts per bushel on ell coal relsed

was to bo pald in April end October of each yeare Heth wasg

to lwep & boolk, comaonly csillc& a "mggsﬁ book," in which

- he was to state the anount of conl rocelved at his shipping

364 Rockotts was the nme of the ssction in Richmond which
3.3 now ocalled Fulton Bobionie

37« Pideport of the Secrotary of tho Troasury on tho Bubjoot
of Public Roads and canala, Tenth Congress Filvat ’
8ossion 18080s Reprinted from 8tate Papers No. 250; pe 17

38, Richmond Enquirer, March 2, 18I0,
04 Ibide, ApFLLOa810. ot
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yard evory day, and also, a book at the pita wich was tg
indlcate all cosl sold thier‘e* These two bqaks were to | ghow
the true quantity on which rent was to be demanded, He was
to work from twenty«Live to thirty able bodied laborers,
exclusive of machine boys and mechanics and was not allowed
to employ more then eighty laborers, He was at liborty to
search for, and 1f i‘oﬁxﬁ, 'woxék, new bodies of 60&1; 5\1&1{
timber that was necessary to carry on the tusiness could
be cut, but 1in all his activitles he was to observe the ‘
same care ard _éccnomy- a's,&f‘ ha wore the sole propristor. 11‘0 .
In 1814 and 1015 one Cornelius Buck offered to soll
his intersst in three valuable coal mines on the waters of
Falliné Creok, His interests weore ss follows:
ton sixteenths of 142 acros lnown by the name |
of Buck & Cunliffe Coalwplis, bounded by Black Heth
Coal MNines, Thomas [‘I‘hompaonﬁ Blunt and othersg threee
fourths of 80 acres known ag the Creekepits, bounded
by the coal mines of the Hessrs, Ralleys on the north,
and the Stonserange coal mines on the southy and
ning=twont teths of 32,5 acres lknown as Union Coalepits
bounded on the west by the Messors, Ralleys, on the
east by mﬁzaoalaz,and nown by the name of the Dover
Coal Pltse
Sumer discounts were established early in the history
of the Midlothian Coel Minos, for in June 1817, the cwnors

of the Trabue Pits advertised grate and manufacturing coal

l;O. Chonterfield Coimiby Decd Boolty Nos 19y ppe T=104
1. The Black Heath Pits and oth Pite appear to have been

the samc, | |
42. Richmond Enquirer,. February 12, 181l and February 25, 1815.




at a discount to persona preparea to reaeive thair wim:ar\
supply in the course of t;}:xe sumer when " rregheralsed
and round coal" coulﬂ be furnisheds The admtiamant
stated that coal from these pits had been knowm fox' -} long
time to be "peculliarly excellent” for manufacturing purpcssea
and had been used end approved by the Bellona Furnace, the
Unlon Alr Furnace, the Crown ‘Factorz’r; the Rolling & Slitting-
- M11l, and the Nail Factoﬁy as ﬁ;mn ag many blackamithe: of
Richmond, Smiths, brickmakere, and othors who used small
coals were to be suppliocd on »”imry atzcomdating tém«s"m /
~ In 1818, whon & large part 61‘,’ the nation was aaﬁgh_f.
up in the enthusiasm of Henry Clayfs "American System” of
protective tariffs end internal improvements, tho colliers
of Midlothien made & bid to lmprove the navigation of the
James River from Rooketts pp fo Colonel John %ézayo’a Eridggl
and to conastruct & canal on the soath side of the rivors |

\“

- Printed petit:lcmam‘ wore circulated in the countlea on t:he
south side of the Jams, Those potitions called upon the
| Virginia Assembly to incorporate a company that would
"eetsbliah a constent, safe, end easy means of navigation
on the south bank of the river from the hoad of the mlla‘

}i. d., June 3, 1817,
esterrield Cou‘nty Pet;itiop, Decerizar 23, 1818.
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to tidewater," It declared that tho inhabitants of C&as&eA
fiald wore groatly interosted in tho ostablishment of & |
canal Mﬁch would not only destmy an Yodeous monoply,”

but which would bring a 8till grestor benefitj namely, that
of ensuring ,ét: all 'aeasona of the year,an sasior and safer
means afvnaﬁgat‘:io‘n than had hithavtﬁ ‘beon avalileble, The .
petitionora amnpléimd thet tho conal on the north oido
wag Qcarcoly navigable by empty boats at cortain neasonﬁ-

of the yt;az*. the ioc.!w wera nuﬁ of order, and navigation
hazardous, ‘I'ne Enguirer stated that it was not unconmon /
."to pee coal boats in tolerable tides grounded in a hundred
yards or perhaps less, from the gates "of the canal which
frequently made 1% nocessary to throw ohb soﬁze of the coal
in order to enable the boats to clem’;w ,

In rel ation to the mzpvbvemnt of navigation the L
chairmen of the Committes on Hoads and Canals in the Virginla
Sennte submitted & 1list of questions, sorme of which had
been proposed by the Frésidmt of the Jawws River campany;
to some of tho owners of the coal mines, The following
statement s wers made by Harry Hoth in ensawor to these
"~ questions: Thoe rate 01' boatage nover oxcosdeod throe eexxta\

45. Richmond Enguirer, Pebruary 28 and April 8, 16164



per bushelj the rate of wagonage was thon and had been for

somo tlme, twghe cente} the rate of cartage fron t’he basin
to the ‘shx.ppi,xg yard at Roc;mttﬁ h&d genorally boen two
cents per bushols One question asked whether the cosl mine
owners preferrod mving thelir eoal nt the muth of the pits
to havlng; ;Lt placed an the mar'gin of the rivsr. Toa this |
Heth replied mat, strange as 1t appamd, he hadj becmma
the obatructions in tha bad of the river and along the

caxml wuld not poermit hie boat.s. at low watav in the surmer
to bring more than 100 to 150 bushels at ,g loads Besidesy

the coal bai:ig ‘frequm Qy moved,' nqt only brbm into small
ploces; bﬁé beoame dirty and defaced so as to render 1t |

not only unal ghtlys but wvhat was worsa "unsaleablo " He

was not aware of t:hez fact. that his boats pasami through tzxirtyﬁ
iz lockas until this faoct was rmado immm to him by the
Prosident of the Jarps River Compmnys This prompad Heth: to
declare thet it struck him "as thirty~six reasons, at least,

in favaz' of a moro easy passages” Othor facts pgathoved

 from his anawers were: fis sales in 1012 oxoccedod 800,000
bushels, In the summor at low water the boats often fell
short of carrying one hundred buai:slsz -whéra&m his best teams
carried from one hundm& to one hundred and twelve bushels

in pood weather and others from olghty % ninty bushels, He
:mié 8 ‘aan of 8ix sﬁiumm three ponce on his coal hoats.,‘é/

L6e Chestersield County Petition, December 23, 10618, |



The Black Heath Mine was opened bout the time of A
the framing and ndopti'o‘n’ of the American Consitution; perhaps,
in 1788, but it is ‘possible that the mine was worked before
this date by very shallow pits.zﬂ As stated above this mine
wags said to have been discovere& vhen Ifragments of coal were
found a‘dher'ing to the roots of a fallen trees :Thia'led to
excavations and diScovéry at the depth of a few yﬁrdn a vich
bed of biturinous coal, thirty feet thick, and of excellent /
qualiby‘: its nearneas to  the surface enabled it to be w:mka&
wl th great profit, bub very exaggeratad notions were formed
as to the real thiclmess of the maln seam. Due allowance
was not made at first for the dip of the beds throue;h which
the shafts prassed.l“e | ) |
~ After’its opening around 1788, according to John Grammer,
Jr., who visited and wrote an acemmt of this mino, it was
worked to a conslderable extent, but in an unskilful™ and
thus unprofitable manner, For this reason, end experiencing
much inconvenience from the near spproach of the works to a
part of the coal which was on fire, the mine was abandoned .

and the shafts filled up. Sometime in the seventeen ninetles
Harry Heth obtained possession of the land, Imported two Scotoh

hg. Cf. pages ?9 and 1Q,aoove.
. Lyell, loc. eite, Pe 264
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niners, and comenced worlkzing the coal again, By 1818

he had sunk thres shafts in & line with each other; one

was three hundred and fifty feot dosep, and t;he‘ others throe
hundred feet each, In the mifidle pit, which wags the doopest,
a Bolton and Watt stoam engine punmped wabter from tho mine,
The coal, which negro miners loaded inte *‘ﬁwvas“h-g holding
about; two bushels, was raised by moana of ropos fratoned

to a almple wheel and crank turned by muless Two corves
were kept altemately rising md descending in each shaft,
The ppincipal gallery followed the coal veln past the mouth
of oach shaft a distmoee of 1350 feet, ond st each end it Ve '
wag terminated by a dyke of hard sandstons. The shafts

wera gunk to the lower surface of the coal and then turned
wostward whers a horizontal gallory passed through the inolie
nation of .tm vein, to the upper surfaces Thus, to use the
niners own teras, & "double cut" was galned, At convenient
digstances along the principnl gullery, shorter galleries
running westwardly wore cut abt right angles ond those wore
again connected by pansages parallsl to the main ganery..

Due to the moftness of the coal, plolkaxes were the only tmla/
used in diggings as 1t broke vory readily in the direction /

of thg gtrata.

9. Orammer called it a "cowe". He evidently misunderstood
the word. Tavenson, in his book The First Century and
a Quarter of Amerlcan Coal Indus page 10, states
that the word was in comaon use in England and meant a
box or basket containing a few hundred pounds of coal,
which could be pulled from the working face to the foot
of the shaf't, anl hoisteds The term was in use in the
Midlothian Hineosy references to it have beon found in
sovaeral accounts about the mines,




Tha roof's of some of the paassasoes ave perfeotly
gmooth, wrote the wWaltor of 1318, snd in such; the
1icht of the lamps, roflacted from the groat varlty
of colnura in the coal praaonuﬁ & very byilliant
sightey Thoe gloomy blacinoess, however of most of
tho gallerlesa, end tho strange dreas and appearmce
of the black miners, would mrnzsh sufficlont data
to the conceoption of a poet., for a deacx'iphlan a:i'

Plutota kingdon, .

The wrilter obaawed that a strong sulpnumua acid ran
down the walls of wmany of the gallories, and one drain was
filled with a reddish-yellow ,_,alabinaus substarce which he
ascartalned to be oxide of ircn moohanically suspended in
vater, Tio {ire, viich sore thirty years before bad caused
tho nine to be sbandoned, waz sbill burning. The vigltor
was unable to learn whem the flre was first observed, but
thought 1t not imaibie that the coal night have been
buming a contury or mores Even if this were truo, porhaps =
only & small quantlty of the coal had been consumed as the
lack of a sulficient supply of oxygen must have greatly -
retardod the combustlions. Hany atbempts wore mnde to extinguish
the fire by turning water into a hole loading to tho part
of tho mine that was on fire. After every attempt the pmoke
‘would disappear for sevoral woeks, but never for more then
three months, Consequontly these vain abttenpts wors stopped,
and by 1810 a disadventage had been converted into an ssset
by making use of tho facility arfforded by thoe existence of

this fire for ventilating the mine, This was accomplished



by opaniﬁg a vpaﬁs’ege ~fm£n the mﬁ«:iﬁg part of *‘16 uine to
the old dasert;ed works, This pasange coul& va opem&d or
closed by means or a tig:t rn;ting doors As the old works
wore very near the fire tho elp in thom becama very much
rarified by tho heat, and & considorable per‘bidn of it
was consumed as "the prinsipal pabulum for the cazﬂ:uétim;"
and a partigl vacuun wag ;Sra&ucaﬁ.; ‘then the é\ir' in the
" new works became impure, the door wap opened and a strong
current rushed into tho old workss 1&3 place was supplied
with fresh air through the shafta. This crude and primitive
‘mothod of ventilation, it was sald, successfully, rid the
mines of noxious gascs, shich had brought suiden death
‘into the Richmond Coal -Basin in 1017, when an oxplosion
occured killing some of the wwzrmn.ge |

In 1822,when tnternal fmproverent s vere étill an abso rbe
| ing topic of speakears and writers,a local paper-’q carried
‘an article discussing oanal Improvememntis vs, rallroadse In
this article the writer contended that it would be better
to build a railroad directly from the Black Heoath Piis to
Hanchester than to constract a track about four miles long

£0e Oravmer, 1oCe, ot Dps 125130
51: Richmond Cmr‘&'ﬂ.‘a’i Co*;zpnﬂrj %zay i, 1822,




to the river and enlarge the canal from there, The writer's

estimate of the hauling costs from the pits to the canal (
. : \

\
)
:

)
¢

was two cents per bushel, thence by canal thré‘e and & third
cents, a total of five and & third cents or one dollar | :
and thirty three cents per ton to Richmondj by wagon direq:tly/
to the dock elght cents per bushel or two dollars per ton. /“
The General Assembly was presented with another petition
in December 1823, Most of these pﬁaﬂ:.*-.*l:.:lc»nez‘as"2 were evidently
owners of teams hauling coal from the mines around Midlothian
to Manchester, 'I'heyvoompila‘ine‘d that the tolls charged on
the tumpike were excessive, and that the road was poor and
in dire need of repairs. The petition stated that_abouﬁ\
fifty coal wagons used the turnpile and that each one paid
$120 annually. They asked that the old road from Falling
Creek to Manchester be reopened for their use 1f the turnpilke
~company would not agree to reduce thelr tolls to such an
amount as the Assembly consldered satisfactory.53 /
The main pits in operation in 182l in the vicinity of
Midlothian, according to a Chesterfleld County'patitioq
dated December 15 of that year, were Black Heth, Ralley,
Stone Hinge, Cunliffe, Wooldridge, Malden Head and Union.

52, I have been able to identify some of the signers of
the petition as men who owned coal mines at that time,
but most of the names are unfamiliar,

53, Chesterfisld County Petition, December 23, 1823,
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coal annuhlly which ocost nine cents per bushvel to transport

These mines or pits produced a‘bcut one million bushels of

by wagon to the ahipping yard at Hancheater, ’I‘hg operators
of these mines foared that the obst of trénsportntioxﬁ would | |
incroase instead of dimixiiab since the price of commoditles
was lower at ﬁmt tim than they had been in ya‘az's, but |
showed signs of inoreasinge Even‘with vigerous 'ei‘forta

and the oxerclse of every posaible'edmemy‘,“ the profits of
the mine owne:?s.were oxhausted by the "enormous and burthene
some tax of land tz?ms;sortation;” This causod the operators
to view with deep regrot &ia unhappy and declining pmapeeta
produced in the coal tneiness. They felt that if the coal /
trado were cheriahed, it mum progper and undoubtedly
afford a source of great woalth to cibtisens of Virginia and
the vstaba at 1&!‘60.

With the coal trads in this unhappy state the colliers
again tried to get e canal on the south side of the James
River. Cary, Hill, Rénddlph,' ad ¥ills, representing
~ themselves and other oporatars, presented a memorial to
the General Aéaembly. They requested that a law be passed
to tnoorporate a company with power to raise adequate stock
to eatablish a canal on the south side of the river from

tho coal rmines to some convenlent polnt on tildewater,
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By building & canal, they hoped to redws the cost of
tranaportation to four centa por bushel ar‘ é total yaax*iy
transportation cost of fifty théusand dvllarss thus the
‘mine owners would be ensured g saving of foréy thousand

- dollars, The memorialists auggested that the construction
of the canal would afford the colllers of Hidlothian groat
and important advantages, It would enable them to ﬁelivai'
their coal without deley from thelr pits directly to the
shipping yard} - this would pm&ma a saving. in tranaportation,
and also proeserve ‘t}ie quality'_df the coRl, ‘“i‘hgy would then -
be eble to introduce their c‘oél :mto other marﬁet& much
cheaper and in a much botter eonditiian} and they would be
able to undersell and daétro:# the competition of forelpgn
coal, which at that timeo conatitutad about one halr of the
quantity consumed in the United States. Thoy stated thwh\
‘the canal on the north side of thar rivor did not offar. any
inducemmt for tham to use that mode of transportation,
because of its many disadvantagos, The canal containod

meny locks, whida coused grost delay, and ended & consider
able distamce from the shipping point, Thls compoled them
to keep up two yards, two officers, a double sot of hands,
oclorks, eoto,, and wvhen the coal was transpoétaa in carts
from Bagon Bank {the place of deposit) to the shipping point,
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the expenses were lincreased; while the quality of the coal
was so materially injured that it could mot 60@&‘!‘:@‘ with
other coal in northem mrkats.gz* Ag the canal building
fever was 'beginning’ to gubaid'é,‘ one is probably safe in
asauming that the petition, 1ike similar ones before,

was glven little consideration: At any rate, no cansl

was built 'on the south side of the James River,

She Chesterfield County Petition, Decembor 15, 182lL,



Uhaptez' Iy
The Zonith of Operations 1826-1850

One of the chief corperns of the mine ownors during
tho preceding decads had been the securing of better and
cheaper tranqaobtabion i‘oé t.héix* coal from the mines to
the shipping point on the James River balow Richmonde
They had sought in vain to have a canal constrcted on
the south side of the Janes and to have the navigation of
the rver improved, They now turned their attention to
another form of transportationw-a reilroad, James Plerce,
who visited the mines in 1825, supgpested that a railroad
wvhich would save $}0,000 annual expense of cartage and
give a fair profit to the atookholder, could be constructed
from the vicinity of tho coal mines to Richmond2® This
was the same saving that Cary, Hi1l, Randolph, and ¥ills
had hoped to enjoy by the construotlon of a canal as stated
in their petition to the Assanbly in Docembor 182l

55, James Plersce, "Practlioanl Remarks on the Shell Marl
Region of the Eastern Parta of Virginis md zﬁax'yland,
and Upon the Bitumenous coal Formation in Virginia
and the Continguous Reglon" American Journal of Scianca

and Arts, 1826, XI, 57«




Agitation for 'n_railméﬁ grow gteadily, and in 182;\\
& company was incorporated to build a railx'oad‘ from the
vicinity of the mines to Manchestor, Construction began
in January 1830 and it was opeﬁad for use in July 1831,
It was a horse-drawn, singie tract line with aevera_iv -
"turn-outs™ and g branch road t;o the coal pita‘. The cost
of construction was £8,000 per mile, and mluéing wapona,
horses, &nd other equipment the total cost was about isum,oco.
The road was so profitable that a ton per cent div!dané -~ |
was declared in the first six rgentha;sé. . ] !
But it was not long before the colllers of ﬁmlothian\ | E
wore dlsgatiaflicd with the Chesterfleld Heallroad, an it
was called, beosuse of the high transportation cost in
comparison with water transportation, The Chestorfield
Reilroad, st that time, convoyed the goal from the mines to
landings on the James River opposlte Rocketts, a distance .
of twolve miles or :mré. The cosl charpe was alx centa pexr
bushel of five pecks from the mines to the landingi dbub in
order to get the coal from the landings to the elty of Richmond,
it had to be carrled by carts or wagons across ayo Bridge.
This entailed an aedditional oxpense of ebout fowr cents per /

56w

Joseph Marbtin,
L roinis :_(i AgTs



bushels Thus, coal which sold abt the landings at fourteen \
cents per busiel cost eighteen or ninetesn dents in Richmondj
a total trmaportation cogt of about t_:m;aants per bushel
from the mines to R'ichmnd.‘ The cost of tmnszﬁmmaf:im ‘
by the James River Canal was about one and 0m~fmwtix cent
per bushel plus a toll of one amt, or a total cost of three
and three-fourths ocets por bushel lesa t:imn the enarg,a of
the Chesterfield Rallroad, Babatiae 'of this John Heth,
Alexandor Duvel, and tweabty-four othors petiti oned the |
Assanbly, early in 1830, for the right to construct & shord
ratiroad from the vicinity of their mines to & point on the
James River noar Boshers Dam, about ten miles above Richmonds
From this point they would ship their coal by way of the
canal, The mine owners believed, according to their petition,
that the lower transportation cost of the canal, even in its
imperfect state, would compesate them for thelr troubls in
using this inconvenient route.5T 1t is interesting to note
that the petitions did not mention the nmurber of times the
coal would have to be bhandled by this route, thez’eby “matarially
1ajur*ing" 1ts quality.

 The petition was gremted, and the stock for the construce
tion of the railrcad "from the codl pits of tho Chesterfield ,

e
s

/

57« Richmond City Potition, January 22, 1836.

~.
i,
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compnny‘ of Colllers, to Jamos ‘Rivex',‘:&bave Boshers L‘xam,\
. wag talten ixp a rew minutes after tho books wore 0;:&:16& w58
The bed for the railroad was marked and excavation began
..” " imncdiately.gg It was opened in 1838,60312& presmbly
most of the coal immded for the lron foundz-s.es and canu
. aumption in Riohmond vag aarriad over thia rallroad to |
the river and thence tranapox»ted by the canal to the cicy.
.Most; of the ooal intendod ta be shipped out was stin
brought dows by the Chosterftold Railroad o1

- Near the "New Rail Road," tho name by w’fxich cms ahort
lino was called in newapapez* acoounm, a bed ai‘ iron cz-a _
wag dlacovered in the neighborhood of Salleeta Pit by the
men laying out the bed of the railroad, John Heth was the
principal owmer of &u.a mine [rom whlch vaﬁy fino ocoal had
been dug, but the imn ore had aaaagec’i the observation of
the mimerss Huch was expected of this ore and Eiath prosecuted

the research on it with the "ubmost enorgy™, 62 2 but 1ittle /
: o | Y

58 Richmond Enquirer oy 3 1@36..
i R i
. . Fobiuany 22, 1&38‘
géc mmi July %n 1 371( :
« 1Ibid, |
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came of 1t.63 The men ongaged in the construction of .
the rallroad also discoverod, at the samo pit, "a large
and rich bed of natural eoké.”a" Hatwral 45&3{& has been
encountered.m several parts-;o‘z‘ this f:eié; | | |
By 1832 soms of the owners of coal mines at idlothien
were finding 1t d1fficult to manage ﬂzaibﬁmpe:?tm Due to
its lo:ig 1ife, ownership becare d;verea ';‘.:;hmugh éalea an&
| the willing Aoi' the pmpm*t.-y-to hai:;"a.., This fact was brought
out by Beverly Randolpﬁ, John flath, and Boverly %th in the
following potition asking for incorporation of thelr propertiocst
’i‘p the General Agsenmbly of Virginia, |

The petition of Beverly Raandolph, John Heth, and
Boverley Heth,~humbly showoth,« ’
" That your potiticners are the proprietors and
tenants in common, of several parcels of land, In
the county of Chestorfield, on wiich are valuable
coal mines, now extonalvely worked,-of a lot of ground
in the noighborhood of Hencheater, on which is a
coal yard, for the use of thelr plta,-and of
gome personel property consisting of slaves, miles,
carriages, machinery, other articles of visible
- property, and of a floating capital in.money, all

of which property, real and personal, conatitutes
the cepital stock with vhich they carry on the ‘
business of colliersi-that tho anld property is very
valuable end is now mangged with profit to the owners,
and they hopoe with sorw advantage to the publie,
supplying a large share of the fuel to operate in
our seaports, and of an oxport vory lnteroating to
the ocommerce of the state, This propordy coul

not even now when the owners are o fow, be dlvided
among them with any convenlence or justilcolesnd as
the owners multiply by descont devise and sale,

2&@ Iblde, June 1’ 183&;
. m;, February 22; 183&*




partition will bocore vholly impracticable, and
the diffioulties of managing it to advantago
thoy fear wlll be insufferable~thon the owners
. became strangers to each other, when thelr interests
become essentually differaent in amount, whon nen
and womon infants and persons realding at a dlstance
bocome part amcrs, your petltioners seriously
apprehend, that the harmony and soncert Indlspensable
to the profitsble mmnsagement of the property;. ‘
. cannot be obtalned, and that the property will
lose a great part of its value unleas 1t can be
placed under. aomd government not liable to be
- thwarted by the discordant views, the whims, the
. caprices, the disabilities of the individual ownerse
Such a govermment your petitioners ere persuaded,
~ would be suppliod, by a charter of incorporationss -
vhich while 1t would afford great facilities in
the management of the property, could be attended;
a8 they hurbly hope, with no possible dstpiment
to the publice - IR
- Your petitlioners arve deairous to divide thelr
capital stock into a number of shares, and to sell
& laorge portion thoreol, to such purchagsers as
would be willing to unite with thean; in a corporate
company for tho carrying on the businens of colllers,
on an intensivoe scale; convinced, that while they
would thus promote thelr owm inbteroosts, they would -
material 1y enhance the walue of an important export;
and do service to the comerce of tho Statom

Your petitionors would most respsctfully sugpest
to tho goneral assenbly, that the coal trade of
the state ls not altogether unworthy of publlie
patronagej-and that the competitlon which 1t now
encounters, and that with which it is threatened In
future, seem strangely o recommend the propriety
of granting to the colllera overy reasanable facllity
in the conduct of their businosse :

Your petitionors humbly pray that they may be
~permitted to divido their capital atock into a
convenient numver of shares, and s0ll a part of them,
gnd that the stock holders be made a body politic and
corporate, for carrying of tie business of collliers,e
with the usual powers of a corporate bodyie
And as in duty bound they will over pray eto.

(Signed) Bove Randoliph
John Heth 6
Bev, Heth 5

65, Chesterfield County Petitlon, Jenuary 25, 1832,




The colllars of Henrico County opposed the petition
" gaylng that coal mines were objects of espesinl care
and protact:.on, and if the petitlon were grantedy no
doudbt the logislature would have g&pplications for similarp
favors from many others.(’(’ The petition of the Midlothian
colliers received a favorablo report by the Cormittee |
of Agriculture and Hanufactures, but ths House of Dolegates
rejected it. In commenting on this action, the Enguirer
stated that the subject was ons which was "clearly entitled
to notice," The newspaper pointed out that the coal
business was one of great interest to Virginia bringing In
8 profit of nesrly half a million dllars without drawing
upon any of the cthor states for a single article, "except
& 1little 011, About this timo, conl from the Cumberland
¥ountains end from Pennsylvania was threatening to come
into competition with the cosl of the Richmond Basin, and
the paper asied why the right of incorporation should be
withheld if it was found advantageous in coping with these
compotitors, &7

There weore soven or olght nmines in operation sround

Kidlothian in 1835, which dippensed through the communiity
v

66, Henrico County Petition Pabruary 11, 1832,
67« Richmond In ﬁ}rer farah 3, .
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about a quartor of a million dollers and employed sevon
or elght hundred persons .65 Threo azmdz*ed horses and
rules, soveral steam enginos, and other machinery was also
used.69 Wooldridge's mino was the doepost and the only one
that had a steam englne to raise the coal ond wator out
of the pita, The others employed mules for this wrk, dbut,
no doudbt, used atéam engines for other puz?pc:éea. .‘I'he ;
mines were worked day and night, extept Sundays, at vhich
timo tho wator was dram-this being necosaary to keep the -
works below from being floodeds Hules, which were fed
and stabled in the chavbors of the mines, were used to
draw the conl to the foot of the shafts, The mines at this
time ralsed about two hundred tons of coal overy twontye
| four hoursﬂ? H /
Later the Leglel aturs must have been more favorably
disposed toward the incorporation of the coal minesy for
in 1835 the Enquirer carried a lotter signed "G" which
stated that, bvesides the mines owned by individuals, the

68, Martin, op. citss De152
69. Richmond I H‘S:?- Batober 13, 1835,
70« MNartin, opa. Oiﬁau pe 1524
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Black Heath Company of colliors was carrying on extensive
operations, but owing to the f‘dexiangemnﬁ" of the currency
and'tlpe irmens e expenses 1nagmd in boring and sinking
new aizatts, th;air dividends had not been as largé as might
be “confldently expactad.“ﬂ | | |

Anot;her company, under the tible of the mdlothian
Coal ssining Company, was then being organisad.?a Thisg
company procurred a charter in 1835 and was organized in
1836, The ZTend held by the company contiined four humﬂmd
_four and & half scores o a space nsarly equal to a mile
square immedistely south of the Maldenhead iines, aouﬁﬁwesb
of Ralley's and the Stonehimem!:s,\ west of the Crook
Company!s mn_wa,' and adjoining all these mines. In tho.
northeast corner of the property where the land réaa, a
shart had been sunk previcously and worked to & depth of
five hundred festj but faulty mining methods orushed the
pillars of coal causing it to settle dowmn, This forced
the pex-svnsJ then leasing the property to abandon the mine

7l. Richmond Enguirer, Ostober 13, 1835,
72+ The account of o mines in tho vicinity of Midlothian
©  described in the irmediately following pages is based

on A, S Wooldridgets "Geologioml and Statisticel
HNotlce of the Coal Mines in the Vieinity of Richmond,
Virginia®, Amviaan Journnl of Seionce and Arts,
October, 18 5§ te Only additional references
will haraax‘taz' be cita& :Lu the remainder of this
chapter, Hr, Viooldridge was the President of the
Kidlothian Coal Hining Company. Since his papor gives
the best desoription now in existence of conditions
and the oubtput at the veriocus mines, it 1s regrottable
that he was unable to scoure the necessary data to
malte 1t even more complete,
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1836 having mrked only rive or six merose

The formoer lossces appoar to have been Amz&b&‘m Lis
&‘Jooldridge. Gmtavus v.n Gm:*ke, and Honry Clarke psrtmra
and uolllor-s trading mder the firm. of a,&aﬁ %’{aoldridge
& Company; for on January 13, 1837, trustees were ngpoinsea
to sell various pmpertiea balanging to these mrnm.ﬁ
The truataes advertised tha fonowzng itama for sala at
the pits, near Falling Greek, 1:1 Gheatsrﬂeld, V&z:

one 30 horse powor Pumping and ‘féfinﬂing Enginey |
with extra parts, {lat ropes, twols and fixtures
thereto attachedj«Also, the Bulldings, Railroads,
Boglies, Craneg, Cowvaa, Slate Car, etos, at the
!:ud-l:.cthian Pits,
One B«-horse power winding no complote, and
the Buildings, Rallroads, otcs, ab e Stone “enga Pity,
. The x‘allcminc Coal *”Lnas and Lands, Vig:
. An interest of one-eighth in the Pits called
Buck & Cunliffe's, or Gmmliffa’s 014 Pits, adjoining
the Black Heath Pits, end containing about 15 acres.

- The coal from these Fi‘h& is of tho bast qualiby; 1ien
shallow, and though extensively wrought, is bolieved
to bo capable of much further workings

An interest about equal to onestenth in the
Union Pits; adjoining Mr. He Eills?! Groen Hole PAta.

The Laurel Pits, containing about 3 acres, also
ad joi iy e s’fzi’ﬁa' Greon Hole Plta,

An interest of threewsights in the Plts called

the Road or Weoldvig%a*a 014 Pitai on the Buckinghan

road, %gjoining Hr, He M1118Y Hei y’s Plta, containing(?)
 BCres.
. The mdlothiun ?&ming Cmgmy'a lsmd, which was divided

into two tmcta, wasg valuad at %300,00() and was owned by

Rieh:amd gnirer, I"ebma 1 1838
7& Ibldy S 2.




the heirs of Willlam Wooldridgownamely: Dre As L
Wooldridge, Jane A. Elam, Charlotte Wooldridge, snd As Be
Wooldr;dgq. The capital was divided into three bhﬁu&gxxd/
shares of & hundred dollars eschy A third of this or one
thousand shares was sold to some thirty shareholdears in
and eround Richmond, gencrally "qf the most rdspaetab_la
and wealthy ¢lass,” Four shafts were sunk, nearly in &
lino, on tho run of the coal, ard in tho eutumn of 1639
coal wag reached in one of these at a depth of 722 feet,
Tho coal in the shal't was thirty-six feet thicl, and
the sink below the bcgi wag sixteon and a half feet doep
meking the total depth 770 feot, Thus the coupeny was
ready to begin taking oub ocoalj but due t an explosion
in March of that year in the Black Heath Mines, Mr, Wooldw
ridge apparently found it difficult to secure laborers
a8 indicated by the following advertisement in the
Richmond Enqulror, January 9, 18L01 | A
~ Pit Hands Wantods+= In consequence of reports
having been circulated of the imsecurity of hirelings
in the Hid-Lothlan lines, the Company doem it
groper to malte lmown, that the mineg have reoently
sen oponed, and that not the slightest explosion
from gas has ocourred) the workings were laid out
and ars now progressing, under 4 plan furnished \
by Hessisurs Foster and ilall, two distinguished
English Colliers, sent over from England to reclain
the Pits of the Black Heath Company after the recent

explosion of gase-cnd the pregent underground oporations
are now conducted under the managorent of one of /




the Englich foremen lofb hero by these gan&lemm;\
and supervised by lir, Ume Hall, zho has under hig
superinterdence the Blad: Hoath Compands Jorks -
at present. The sklll and capacily of those gontlee
mon 1g fully svinced in their skillful reclmmation
of the [lack Heath lines, and their presont succospw
ful warking of sald Pitey and thelr confidence in
the safety of the hands in the lidelLothilan Minesy
will be seon, by rofercnce to tho aunnexed extract
from the Plan left by Hesnrs, Foster and Hall for
laying out and woriting the Nid<Lothlan ilines, and
Irom the certificate of Mre William Hall as to the
naney in which that plan 18 carried into effect,
This publication has beon decmed proper, as the
company are now in want of sormo ten or {ifteon
additional ablo~bodled; active Pitehands, or hire

the yoar, for vhich they will glve tho most
1lberal hire, The Company have not hitherto spared
any labor oy exponso, doomed necessary to secure
the absgolute asafeoty end comfoart of the hands in
thelr minag; nor 4o 1t disigned in futwo to omit
anything that can add to tho security of thelr
own handsg, or tho hired laborers of other poroms=
indeed thoy can, with great propriety; say, as fap
as thoy have progrossods that no mines in this
country exshiblt strongewy, if as strong, evidence of
general safetys Tho Company will rocoive on hipey
no hands who & not voluntarily onter thelr servicoe
and they requast of those having hands to hire out
- to remembeor that they wlll wani upon hire, mcaeasgvely,
at intervals of every ninebty days, some additional
four or five hirelings during the year, or to purchase,
progressively, that number of healthy,ableebodied men,

Owmers of slaves at o distanco from the Coal

Hines would do well to glve sow attention to the
subjoct, There i3 no place in thls country vwhere P
slave labor commands as much, whore their generagl
health 18 better, and where the treatnont and contente ‘
ment of slaves are surpasseds Ib 18 true tat within! L
the last few voars soveral dlaastrous accidents have
ocourred, but from the scientilfic and practical
alrill at%mnted to the minesy these acclidents will
be of rare occocurraice, it is8 to be hopede

4, 5, Wooldridge .
Prosident, 8t the mines in Chestorficld (‘:mmd;;gJ




Apply to Hessrs, R, Hill, Jr. and Co., Richmonﬁ;«\
Py M4 Tabb, dos; D, Hy Brawh, Esq., Petorshburgs
tWe are not swore that there 1z any other
- rexmeri ab present nececssary, but we conclude. by
stating ow firm conviction that if the operationz -
be carried out under tho above system, end the |
vaitilation offected according to the plan pursund
in the Forth of Il md, under the manspgement of
an oxperiznced mining agont,. the risk of accldents
in this deep pit is no greator than Iin minos ,
ngcegz in this nelghborhood by slopos or shallow.
PLiBe ¥ : .

Frank PFostop
?g ?o\ ﬁﬂlli

Hovember ;Zd,‘-.k‘1839 o

Since my arrival from Enplanmd, amd dwing oy
superintendence of the Coal Hines of the Black .
Heath Compeny of Colliers, Y have repeatedly beeon
in the working pit of tho Nidlothlan Cogl Hining
Company~the last time, the day befboro closing for
Christmas, I tazo great pleasure in stating that -
these mines are nov progrossing wnder the plan
furnished for working them, by Mossrs, Foster
and Hell, before thelir departuro for Englandy and
from the great care obzerved, and the strongth end
safoby of the wcerltns, as far as they have propgreased) |
and my cntire conlidence in the security of the .
plan adopted for the workings I feol satisfied that
tho plts of the Midlothlan Company pronises ag
mach gacurity to the hands enployed in 1t, an eny
mines in theo nelighbourhoods  Ow of the foromen
sent out from tho North of Ingland to asaist in |
voolaiming tho Black Heath Compeny's Yines, and ||
which are now entirely free from gas end successfully
working, will have charge of the undepground mining
operations of the Hldlothlan Company, ' /

/  ¥illfem Hell
Yhen the Midlothian Company reached coal in the deepost
shaft the other throe wore tanporarily suspended; one being
625 feot deep, another 300 feet, and the other 85 feety j//



Digging fm the latter shaft was. remmd at tho beginning
of 18L1s by Septexber of that :;tm:* 1t was down 350 i‘eat,
and the company expectod to roach the coal by Jumos 1842,
at a dopth of (00 féem The other tw uncomploted shafte
wore porhaps never woriced, &b any rato, there were only
two shalts workihg in 1813,6.,75_ The shafts were elovem
feot square, divided into four chasbers by timber. In
181;0,}11:}1 only one shaft working, tho company raised
about three hundred thousand bushels of coal and twice that
smount was oxpected in 18414 This was abtout all the demand
Justified @irlng; those dull years, The tobal cspacity of
the ghaft was about one million bushels of coal POT FOAYy
and with the g1d of éa socond ﬁ?;aém englne over the same
shaft, the capscity could have been raised another million
bushels, . ,
Ag stated adove, the manageaent axpeotzed to reach |
the cosl semm in the other shart in 1842, from which anothop
milltion bushels of coal wes expectod and that quantity
doubled by increasing tho stedm power, In enticipation
of this, two large a%;eam enzinng wope belng bullt for
use in the now shafty one was to bo used above groundyand
the other in the mine to operate on the i‘ixal ine.

The whole of the land owned by the company wes belicved

75 Richmond Whip and Publie Advertiser, Juna 26, 1846,
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to contain coal, and explorizig drifts, extending north
and gouth over a quarﬁexf of mi:m,-‘, .’;ndlaawﬁ ‘.grcat |
regularity in tne coai sosmy . A dplrt azi ‘the saut‘hmé‘k: N
indioated that the soam ﬂattmed out and 4id m‘k dip o
more  than one f‘oob in every tmg ,

| The %100,000 in cmital was " ment in aizzking the above
mentioned shafts,. in procurring &m stoan _engﬁ.ma,, buildinga,.
mules and muls power rachines; rallroads above and below
ground, mme eighteon lobarors, tnd a coal yord with fixe .
timea.f The shole offective lorce &t the mine, Including
tho coal yard hands, wap ome hundred and fifty nen and
boys and &bout wmty-five mulem o ‘

The ventilation of the mine was undor the aupawison

of Mr, Thomas Marshall, someiiwes referred to as "the Judge.”
e had been lin the coal mining tusinoss alnco bo vas aiaitén
years old, having served under the dis tingulshed :‘?43511511 | |
mining engineer, ir, John Buddle, in the Porcy Main Ninos,.
near Newecastlo~on=Tynes Englands, The ventilation wss impt |
up by mwans af' hmttiaa vorisy alded by a i‘zmnaae unﬁez':;rmmd,\:
Tho rmah aw wap takon down on one side of the ahaﬁ;, »
coursed the r:mle arift, and was mssxad out on the appaaita
side of the shaft with the aid of a aikx foob fumace, which
_sonauwmod t‘ifty busha} :3 of corl avery twonty=Lfow hourse _' _
The,upcast side of the shatt vas boxed up so aeg to throw
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off thc foul aiv fiftj fcat a‘bove uhe vnaut:‘ra ozt‘ txm ;::t:q
A visitoz' in 181;6 stataﬁ mt x:he mine was pemapa ‘the -
bost ve»ntilataé in tho v'orld; ”’ize aif:'amt a%m*mala,
‘wough mich ths alp cimulated 'i::efcre& 1% pass@ﬁ out
of the shaft ,anhraced & dis;uanca ar about oight mileay ,_
It moved at hlw mta of csne hundﬂed f‘aae avaz'y ten
soconda 0:' a rraction over aight mimﬁ:ea to tha mile.76
~ The Midlotalan 11 alng comyﬂny ma smsw*mt ofa
plonee!' in ths extens lve use of ma yaw saww 1amp.
bub tlwir uao oi‘ them was wore or less axparimﬁmtal.
Otnm* mines around liidlamian hed used thesgo lamps fop
a nusber of years but only in testing tm pite fox
Mlgméble gaa; v, Wooldridge stated that be did pot |
conglder eny mim éai‘e that fmd to vba worload uy auﬁ‘m%y
imnpa. e belleved that they aug;ﬁ: to be used only in |
going thréugghiha minos to ses that all was right before
the minéra went to work or to free tho miners in case they
becano overciargeds | | .

The inino contained fvon railroads of a vérs} .aimpla\
constructions Iron bars, two inches high and a half inch
wide, were inserted edge up into cross Vpiecea" of yﬁmb&m |
The iron was inserted about an Inch Into the timbar,‘no |
wedgling was m'casaary, md tho track oéuld be »ouz*ved véry |
oasily, Hulss were usod on these undarground roads, /

e Iotds
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In 1842 Professors 8111iman of Yale and Hubbard '
of Dartmouth performed a series of oxperiments upon
throe speclmens of cosl from e mines of the Midlothian
Company and wrote a vory Clattering report, tut it should
bo romembered that they spols before the discovery of
| the rich bltuminous fields to the west, They found
Midlothisn coal well adopted to the most Important pure
poses "m the Arts" and to the production of gas for
 11lumination, if & well mensged heat was maintained,

The ashes produced were of 8 kind, and in such a state,

as to offer no inoconvenieace in wsing it as a fuel,

Their report stated that the conl was substantially thé
same as the best coals of both Europe snd mnica; while
it was almost 1dentical with the Newcantle coal of
Englande It contained very little iron, thorefors, it
d1d not form slag or clinkers to obstruct the bars of

a grate nor did it mcoumulate 1ike a fungus upon the walls
of & furnace, It containod little sulphur and appearod

| woll ndﬁptad to the use of sniths, especlally when a
‘hollow fire was dosired and & pa&mrm heat wag necessary,”
for large work with a strong blaste The profossors

~ stated that a smnith, after having made a comparative
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trial of NMidlothimn and Hewcastle ooal, reported that\

the Nidlothie coal did not ignitoc as soon as tho Nowe

castle coal, but it gave a "surer good welding heat"

and lasted neax'iy ono quarter lonpers They added that

i1t proved to be & very desirable fuol for parlor grates,

and thought 1t would prove an oxcollent fuel for locomos

tives and stoem engines} as 1t produced a good mm..'lV
‘Henry Howe visited the Midlothisn mines in 1843

and commented upon the quality of the coal, He observed

“that the art of coal nmining had progressed rapidly in |

Cheaterfiold County, but unfortunately the trade was

then depresgsed. He believed that no bimgninans coal

possossed qualities so genorally adapted to all purposes,
because, as he sald, 1t had been "extonsively used in

the produstion of gas and coke, in the mmufacture. of

| iron, glass, copper; chonleals, for locomotives, stoamboatse
and for smiths and forges.” Even with all its good
quélihiea, preference was given to English coal in the
Horthern clties, This was due, lHowe thought, to the

large quantities of inferlor cosl that had been shipped
formerly to the northern ports from the mines on the north\ ’

side of the Jarmes River, which had created strong prejudices

against Virginis coal gemrallyaw

77+ Bes 811liman ard 0. P, Bubbard, "Chemical Examination
of Bituminous Coal from the Pits of the Midlothian
Coal HMining Company, South Side of the James River,”

Amorican Jonrnal of Scionce and Arta, (1842) XLII, 369=37l.
78, Wenry Howo, Historical Colloctions of Virginia, pe 231.
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It soems that 1843 was 2 favored year for visitors
to the Midiothlan mines, At any mta, a nuber of sccounts
wore written about them that yoar by viaitora' The
Revy Js Be Jater, evidently vhile préaﬁhing in t:ha ¢ome
munity, was invited to visit the "lower reglons,” His
nocounb of the visit in & local mwspuper79 desoribed
the J.ayout of the mine, the laborers, methods used, and
other interesting facts, thile in the mine he was invited
by the menager, presumably lr., Thomas Marshell, to preach
to the miners, Tals he dld and caused the mnéger to
remark that, vhile ho had oftm hoard prayer gald undore
ground, it was tho first sormon he had ever heard below
ground and was perheps the first ono proached under such
conditions in this country,

The following mines had been worked at one timo or
another but discontinued or worked out by 1841, "aéamding’
to A, S. Wooldridges 0ld Black Heath, Buck and cunlifi’a," 187
Roas and Curry, Weoldridge, Ralley, Graen Hole, %ills }
Creelk, and 01d Union Pits. o

The mines in operation in 1841, beoginning at the James
River and progressing south, were Trabruets old pits owned
by Thoras ¥. Burfoot, but leased to Standford, Duval and
Qompanm South of fomév workingsa, ﬁhia company had sunk

79« The Richmond Compller, October 8, 1843,
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soms smllov shafts £ifty to tuo humdred and Fifty feot
doep from widch fifty men raised about 125,000 bushels
of coal per years The coal, taken from the seim neay
the outerop, wao 5.nfarior tn that ef‘ maat of the other
mines around mdlai-m.am and was mt suitable fax’ anything
except domestio fuel, The aampany wvas oinking a new
slaft on the propertys but, z;exm:pa_ éwa »ta its naz;amesa .
to the river, tizey ware'trbu‘ble& by o érmt influx of
wvater, and a nm.u atmm engi:ne }né to be set up to pump
out the water while the digging was in progresa,; Southeast |
cf. these pits. on the land af zfajcr Glarke; mal had been
mined to a srmll extent some years m*avima.

_,South of the Burfoot property was Salleols Pit,
then umrorked, contalning e deposit ef iron ore which knd
been discovered by the men engaged in construeding e .
rallyoad from the Blagk Heath Mines to the river,S0
This minslwm ﬁ!wxx‘ eowned by an Inglish company, but
Colonel John Eefh retained s royaltly on one half of the.
iron ore as well oo m'tha c@ itself, About two mlles
‘Southeast of the Sallee PLt were the old Buck & Cunliffe
and Blook Heatk Dasino, Both were believed to be almost
exhausted in 184%,

—~

80. Cfy pages 32 & 33 above,.
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To the woat of the Dlack Hoath end Cunliffe Coal
Basins were the Gowrfe Pits, omed by Murchlo, MHosolys
and Brander, but.worked under a loase by‘ George By
Swarne This property contained ‘two shafts, one aboub
160 feet deep, the other about l;éo foot f‘c‘:!\e'ep with a
capacity of 8,000 bushels of coal & year and employed
forty men, Tho ooal was best suited for grates and stéam
engined, Ths coal seam in theso pilts was aix feetthiékg
but as tho ahni‘ta had boen sunk in troubled ground, the
proopecta were not promfasing, in faect, they were not
oxpooted to be worked aftor 1841,

A short dlstarce south of the Gowrle Pits woro the
mines form rly osned by Thouspson Blunt, They were worlked
under & lease by Heth, and were bost known &8 the pits |
of Wills, Brown and Company, from vhom the lease had been
pumhéaad‘- - Only one shaft, about LOO foot to the coal,
was in operation on the proporty. There were at the
bottom of the shaft, two inclined plenes which incroased
the depth about 300 feet more, ons worked by mules and - |
the other by steam power, About ninety men were employed
including those above and bolow grounds The annual coal
| output wasg Iwo,coo bushels -,t;a!%‘éh from a aeém: i:hirt:y feet
thick, Several explosions ccourred in this mine in 1840
and preceeding yemrs, resulting in the loss of lives and
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and injuring several men, It was supposed to be safely
warked in 1841, swhen the ventilatlon vas under the -
manegenat of & man trained in England at the mines of
Newcastle, Mr, Wooldridge gave ,16.316 s the year In whilch
the mine was openod, but thero was & coust order§1 dated
Septembor 25, . 18006, vhich grantod pamﬂ.ésian&d,?h@sah
Blunt to construct a road "from the sald Slunt's shaft
at work” to the Turnplle Road, Porhaps the plt to which.
Yiooldridge rerdrx"ad was opened eround 1016 ,' md anothop |
one on the gamo pmpérﬁy wag. in operation in 18(35‘ -,

The moat‘,pmdanﬁive‘ mine at. #idlothien in 1841 was
the Maidenhoad Pits,discovered in 102),and owned by the
Black Heath Company of Co‘l.}iera, There were savami
shafts on tho property, varying from 150 to 700 feet in
depthe In 1839, Colonel John Hoth, who was dmgimny.

a large shareholder, purchased this mine from the incoprpe
oratod commny, with all its real estate and other property.
At the sap tire he bought the Sallee Pit, end a large
adjoining tract, with tho intention of combining all these
various tracts so a3 to fom & now companys With this in
mind, he went to E&zgland to sce I1f ho could get English
capital to invest in these minoss  hille there, an m;;;«'lc:smzx,E

81e Chesterficld County Surveyor!s Bool, 1001-1811.




waioh killed forty persons, occurred in his nminse This
forced him to return from England s ’md'ha‘bmughﬁ with
him suitable mea to reclaim tho nlne, as woll as agenta
sent to exanine and report the value cff the ;Sx-ap'erﬁy«.- ‘
Aftep the mine was roclaimed, he went -back;to Engl\and to
close a gale of the ®wiole of this propertys The water |
was kopt ous of the mines in 18413 as the Eaé;lish company
wgs oxpected to begin operations at sm:f ﬁm. The shalt
in which the explosion took place was gbout 700 foel
deop, and another one,completed in 1840,was about 600
foet deop, The coal sean averaged 36 leet in thickmoss,
and the two shafts wero cepable of producing 2,000,000
bushels of coal of good quality each yoars On the property
wore all the buildhgas, anginés,’ and other machinery |
necessary for large scale operations, together with a
railroad leading from the pits to the James Rivers
Explosions occurred several times in the Maldenhead Pits
prior to the "great explosion” of 1839« In 1841 the
ventilation of the mino was undar the supervision of a
"Hewcastle gas-man" and was belleved to be entirely safe,
but this did not prove %o be the uagm;ﬁa

Direotly east and adjoining the Haldenhead property
waa the nlé Wooldridge Pt said to have boon discovered

82, ©f, Chapter V, bolows
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when ocoal was turnod up in tho ruts of the Buckincham Road
by wagon wheélm. Adjoining this tract was "Relley's Pits,”® :
the property of Hicholas Hills, This mine was abandonod
at the close of 1840 and had bem worized for a half dozen
yoars before this by H1lla, Reid & Company, East of this
mino were the old Union Pits, exhausted by 1841 having
boen worked not more than fifteen years after belng dise
covored, South of these were the exhsusted minas,owed
by Hicholas 41lls,end known as Hillas's Orecle Pits, which
like the Unlon Pits, had not lasbed more than twslve or
fifteen years after being discoverod, South of these
wore tho o0ld Creen Hole Plta, ong of the oldest mines
~in the vicinity, saild to have bean dlscoverod by a deoy
Junping across the croel and throwling up coal on the snowe
Immadiately south of the Green Hols Pits was the
Creek Company's #lme, This property was valued and sold to
an incorporsted compeny for $96,000, late in tho eighteen
thirties, Tho ons shaft in operation in 1841 was about 380
feot doop, worked with tho aid of & steam englne on the
ground and mules bolow, About seventy mon were employed,
and the production of cosl was between 250,000 to
300,000 bushels per yeapr during 1839 end 1840, This
company awned'kaﬁom thirty dlaves, all tho necessary
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machinery, mules, a sufficlent outfit of hnuses, two
coking ovens, and a branch rallroad connecting thelr
nine with the main coel rallroad to ?ﬁazwheawm

' 'To the south and frmodia tely adjolning the Creelk
Company Hins were the Stonshonge Pits owned by the heirs
of Martin Railey," Tmy”wemé"riaﬁ in:op'ex"'&*biénrin 1643, -
but old shafts on the ;;ro;:terﬁy ware numerous md varied
1n depth from 50 to 40O foot. The cosl from thoss plis
1gn1ted easily and turned fraaly and was best sulbed
for grates 'ami loccmotivea.‘ There wore three coal seams
on the pzvmp'ez'b‘ys the first from twelve to sixteen feet,
the next ‘twohtyeeight inches, the next four and a half
t‘eet in thickmons, Other seams wore known to axist o
below t.haae, but they had not been worked,

, Accox*ding to a statoment by the President of th/\
i&idlommn #4ining Company, incorpornted coal companies
were generally considered, by the public, as unworthy of
confidence; and the area around Midlothian was regarded
ag a place where the worst slaves congregatod and the
'pitn‘ as "dens of vice, orime, and eruelties." In order
to free the coal mines from these imputations, lir. Wooldridge
wrote at some lsngth on the virtues of his nines vwhen
advertising for "able wdied, healthy, and welledisposed
negro men," He stated that there was no service in w‘m%
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alaves were "better s;mat;’ea; fod, clothod, and attended
in sicknesas," or in which thesy anjamé batter haalth‘ |
Tha company provided a "well nondueted hospitalg under
the care of a careml ai:eward md da:ily sﬁﬁendad b:sr
throe phyad.ciana' Kedical mi aur-giaal vere was pro=
vided by the pgymant of three dollers ;sax' yz:ar forr each
slalve« Ko alaves were hi:‘c*ado who w‘erﬁ nob 33.;1&1:5 to

enter the company's service, and the p‘ra&iﬁeﬁﬁ asked that
none of bad character bo offered, a.; the company was

| then trying to mpmva the mwa:i ahmww of its m:m
sleves, %o which and t:hey bhad that yoar (181;6) mm

bhma diswderly mm Tha a&aws haﬁ a church oz‘ ‘their

own and services wore mnducxte& aaeh Svmﬁay by mw
ministers. According to Mr. ‘:ﬁfooldridg;a, &8t 1east one

half of the slaves employed by the coipsny vere ‘tonperunce
men, and the use cr liqiiox-s waé zia‘c' approveds The adverw
tisement stated that the slaves and other wrimen of

the company were a8 "orderly, woell behaved, and moral,
gesnamny, as 8 like number of laboring men-any whers to ,
be found," The company had in thelp eraplomenﬁ several

free noproes, who hired memalvaa mu&uy upon the same
terms mnd conditions as the glevoa and"téaré subjeoted to

the same diaciplim, tany white laborers were hired aia'o‘/
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The thirgs said conc erning tftlei(',kfidloi;hianr' ‘ming Company, |
~and the treatment of slaves mdhirel:{ngs, were :féi:pi:?.ﬂqable
to the othef dozen or more ‘differ"énﬁ, éstablishme‘zfzts’v‘}in ,
the sector, according to e %ooldr*dge. fTogether thesa
companies could have eznployed “rom one hundred to two .
hundred more laborers and thereby. distribu‘ced from $10,000
to @2(2,000, for that numbt_ar af slavqs, anong thelr 0’6!161’8:83
| There sppeared along with the adver tis ement ,affidaviféa
to subsﬁantiate the remarks made by i:he campariy‘ as followss
We, the undarsigned, being the Phyaicians |
referred to in the above advertisement, take
pleasure in stating that it cozrtains a fair
- statement of facts. . v
Ve B.s Ball, Eﬁ. De

Js Hancoczz, He Do
8. He ! ROYQ:LI, ﬁ; I)q

i

We vhose nares are hereto appended have for
wany years hired hands to the Midlothian Company,
- and belleve the facts sitated in the foregoing
advertisenment are true. Our transactions with’
the Company have always been most satisfactory.
The Company'!s solvency and promptitude in fulfill-
ing 1ts engagements, we regard aa unquestionable.

H. Hancock .
Jenos mm; c‘nesterr}ielgl.»
A\

Thomas Forses of Powhaten
Jnos Ce Porterg . - "

Nicolas Mills mond
Thomas Cowles 3 | Richmo

i

i

83. Rich-aond Yhigz and Publie Advertiser. Januaxy 2,
186,

SBAT
e



. In June 181;6 one John Smith visited the minea ana
wrote a description vihich 15 similar to those of nesam.
Howe and Jeter, but his comment s on the 1abo:o are interest-
ing and show som resentment against the vitupertive censor
:ship of Nortnhern abolitionist,

Along all the vain channols lamps ‘are hung\
;upon the walls to afford the necessary light to
work and travel by.~The cars drawn by mules &re’
always rapldly passing and repassingas...The mules
fatten while in the pita; they are the healthiest,
plumpest, and best looking animals of the kind
I ever saws The operatives all look well, and
seam to feel well.,.s«The laborers have each
their proper duty to performesome are eanployed
to dig coalesoms to blast rock, end others to
"attend upon the shafts, 11l and manage the cers,
- eto, . There are about two hundred in all-nade
up of Americans, English, Scotch, free blacks
and slaves.~ Though politlically aand naturally
thore is a difference in these operatives, yet
‘every tub here stands on its own bottomebut when

~ thoy get out of the jiits they assume to each other
their proper attitude. The free blacks in these
pita are Vvery respectable, and make money for
themselves and children, It 1s a pity that a-
groat number. of the free blacks in the State
will not or cannot be made to follow suit,
instead of being paupers to the counties, One
of these free hands tried the North but found -
thaet he could do better at home, and after
wasting $150 as an experlment, begged to coms
back, vhich he finally did at the expense of
the President of the Company, - Many of the slaves
lay up $50 per annum for work done out of the
regular hours,> This should teach some of those
abolition blatherskites at the North that many.
of their storles are too blg for this reglon
altopethers They won't go down any way, The worst[
slaves in the South are the men viho ctm them. /

P



The President of the Compeny, ¥aj, Wooldridge,
18 not annoyed and nerassed for a 'reaspectable -
ninister! to preach the Gospel to his peoploses
for ho has throe of four of ihom. Thoe colored =
operatives havo 8 mesting house and & church .
organized heres On Sabbath last three professed
to have 'new heorts md now hopes,' and ars | :
soon to be 'buried in bapilsme! The place i
in & high dogree moral and orderly and affords
“conclusive ovidece that all we need o change
the whole agpect of affalirs in thils Btate and
to better ﬁpr condition, ia tho WILL to change
our WAYS.,Eh T T T

| 8h# Ibid., June 26, 1846, . ¥
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Ghaptei? Iv
Trial, Error and Docline 1851«10L0

The Black »Haath Hino exporienced and exploaion on
Ray 15, 185l, which killed twonty porsons, This disaster
was the second that bad occurred in the mine since it
had been bakan over by the English 'Gompmy. 'i'ha expla'aion
mst have d@acowaged the English Compmy for late in
that yeax‘ tt;ey leased the mine to Joseph T, Tompkinfa
and ¥illiam L, Walker, Ths managomsnt ﬁmaimd‘undar
John Farrar, who for many yoars had conducted them aa / .
the agent of the Bnglish Company, .The new operators
expected to incrsase the productlon of the minej and
in addition to the ordimary oporations, the old Black
Heath Pits, formerly worked by Fajor Harry Heth, were
to be apemd,as

The Civil War trought about great incroasges in the
uso and domand for coale ABs the price of coal was high
at that time, about $10 & ton in Richmond, the owners
of tho mines undoutedly expanded oporationsj but many
of the attempts to operate in the o0ld shafts wore |
- faillures, due to their size, depths, and the» inability

85, Richmond Whig end Public Advertiser, Rovember 28, 185l.
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to px‘ovide proper ventiiaﬁidmaé Ho mocurate figures

exist as to the extent of operations before and during
" the _Civn Var as the account bcoolm were burned at the

evacuation of Richmond, »

The Richmond and Danville RailroadS? kept no reports
in consequence of the depreciation of currency during
tho wap88 Tat operations weore greatly axpanded 18
. evidenced by the fact that the Hidlothian ¥ining Company
had on hand in 1865 barrels of Confodorate monoyeS9

| ‘But by the end of the Civil Viay, the Biehﬁzﬁzxi
Coal Field had a woll-founded bad reputation, arising
from the cimmnabanéea' that many of its collieries had
had to be mbandoned, from time to time, if not entirely
on account of fires, caused by spontaneous aa::ﬁmation,
to whioh the character of the coal in the fleld rendered
them peouliarly liable, Because of the irrogularities

Al g B o e U

asin," in per o o Rlchr Coa ging A -

Jor iiabionng Throe Parts oompilod by ira is vavis

ﬁ% L, S, Evansy De 0.y unpublishods e
87« The old Chesterfield Rallroad was sbandonod whon

the Richmond amd Danville Rallroad was completed

about 1850, and 1t was said that tho coal operators

subseribed {400,000 to got this rallrcad to change

ikta?xg’mxz;e lecete by Hidlothian, Jonoa, locs citey

P e » , _
88 Oswald J, Heinrich, "The lLcsogolc Formation in Virginla,®
~ Amorioamn Institute of Nining Engineers, Transactions, VI,ll.
" 89a Jones, loGe cibes Do 77e |
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in this cozl field the regular square pillor syntemy
used in many Tnglish ccal ficlds with moderate and
reguiar dips and secxm of medium thickness, could hot
be mployed at x«zidzothmm ﬁ‘ the ab,seee mﬁ to @zin |
the greatest amount of um. Hwavar, mia wag the
system by which’ nearly all t‘he pite’ in tha axa@. were
| tomarly 1aid out; except in many caaas ne. syal:w at.
an was fonowed. "By ' the “square pillay oystam,s aftar_ .
the pits wore lald out , ahd werk commenced ﬁom‘mi‘d‘ﬁ;?‘“ |
the piilers of cosl could nms ’beaz- the wa:ig}:ﬁ m:d
ware crushed from abovesy or at ateay pitrmas a.aa an
troubled groumd, where they wera ‘3ike weﬁggaa, thay '
actmny slipped off ugan the imlimei f:!,aax‘. " Thus a
great daal of the aa&l wos | :.mt, dmgemum m;wnt.ia
mted ground. subject to ancummﬁm o gzm wﬁ
rubbich to stimlate apuntemaeus aomtmatim, e :wfﬁ
" behind. ‘ﬂltimmly. the heat aeaululatingg from a
constant grinding praesaa upon the wesak zaillaw, m
not enough aly belng a&mﬁ.tteﬁ to ratard this provess -
of slow combugtion by cooling, ceme of the pits caught
ﬁm. and a.i’tar mm and. coplly attampts to extinguish
" thenm they were mumaﬂma abandoned, o ‘battex results
were pittalned from the *Staffordshire systen® where
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openings 300 to 400 pquaye yards in bace, and 15 to 20
yordes high vere frequently effected, These lorge
openings were beyond the means of support by timber,

cnd often more coal tumbled than could be holsted

by the smll shafts before the top ‘breke dovn upen the
remaining coaly It was impossible to alear the charbors
of this dangeyous rubbish, and it md to be left behind,
Iarge breaks wore formed in the top rook; often extending
to the surface, vhich admitted sufficient air ¢o increave
the spontaneous combustion but prevented a regulny system
of wmtuaﬁion to cool the charbers, or an air-tight
damming, on tho other hand, to smothex embmtim,%

These and a seriég of other errorss too numerous to
be recorded, accoxding to Heinrich, “‘but all due to ignore
ance, want of system, and false econony s sconcentrated
all the vornt clements irmaginable io prevent the continuous
prosyerity of those mines, othemiaeg under good mmnagement
and lmproved systems of miniﬁgg the gupericrity of the
coal, the large yield per acre, and the close proximity

90, Heinrich, “The Midlothian Colliery, Virginia,®
Lnovican Inotitute of Mining Engineevs, Iransasctions
(1873) I, 546=348,
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tO’hOﬂﬂ and fbreiwn marketa, ought ta hava placod ﬁham
amonget tha most prosperous aad ranunerativa mines in
tho United States,"91 |
) “ha Midlothian Coal ﬁinin& Gaﬂpany‘ha& baan highly
successful and hadwmada a grbatfﬁaazqof noneys Colonel
George Wooldridge‘, awin@ to the death of his i‘athai*'
and Nicholas Mills, uaa put in dhargp of the company |
near the end or imdzately following !;ha close of tho
Civil War, fHe decided to eink & shart, later knowm as -
the Sinking Bhafl't, ln,tﬁa wostern part of the property
and for this purpose torrowed $180,000 ffnnx#,ﬁru‘anrrows
of Alblon, Hew York, MNost bf,tha,meney uns spent in
sinking a shaft 1,027 feot decp and toring 315 feet
dooper, but the oporation was absndonsd ss it would have
_roquired digsing 700 to 800 feet deeper in order to
reach the coal at this polnts% Thus in 1869 the property
was about to be sold at public auction arter an outlay,
during the previous two years of ylﬁﬂ,ﬁae without any
show of improvements On tho oonxrary the property had
been allowed to go to wreck and ruin.93 '

. Hire Burrovs bought in the property for hiaiean‘: N
and pub ¥p, Oswald Hoinrlch, a Solentific geological

9. Ibm. “
Jones, loce cibes De 7T«
Hotnrl dhr MThs Tidlothian Colllery, Virginia,"

103‘ Qi'b.g Pe 3!}9.



,en’ginoez', in charge, Heinrich eleamﬁ‘ out: the Grove -
Shaft, which had been sunk soma marn baror-a, but

too far east to raach the ceal- Frum the bottom of

this shaft ho drova two tunnels 530 foat long weat ‘aa

the coml, % gy 1671, 2,037,961 bushels (29 bushels =

1 ton) had been raiaed of whioh 1,1;14.8,862 bushels wors
obtained from one ah@kfﬁ nlom; The exponoes had been
large, often.amounting from $1,500 to §2,000 per month
for fixiej service alone, almost the year i*oun‘d: besidos
heavy gez;ex-al eicpensea incurped in ain ‘.ammsiva enterprise
8o peaulia:‘-i:_r aimateé and with & ;arga amound qf vatzé;é
to ba kapt‘a“*a. bay;k‘men arter :111 the eosts fap opening
the pits ..and_ repgiring the proporty ‘(héuéeag roads, and '
such achinory aé waa neoded) had braén gm, & profit h
as interest upon the caplital 1nveamém: in the late
purchage was lef't, over and 'ahové .ali renadning expensasﬂs
. fortunately a miscalenletion 'ﬁexzs od Helinrich

to bo ropleced by a ¥r, Dobbs, fThe ;;ttw had not bsen
in charge long when an explosion occurred which killed
thirty-two parmna; This was in Fab,xf{fm‘:vy 1862, aﬁd in

) Jonos, loos oAb T«
9§: ':Ieizw;.&'{ ”‘mfz:dlgthim Calliar*y, Virginia,

100/3 ﬁitwg Pe 356 3



the fall of 1083 the company wes raising only sufficlent
coal to supply thoir mginés; as thoy waro still direote
ing their encrgy towards the cieaa;mg up of the mine9¢
A few yemrs lator Mr, Burrows had an accident waich
causod hinm to be bed ridden in his Fow York home mcn
his G.eath-. "la Adninstrator ab ‘qnﬁé commencod robbing |
hla eatatey « ¢ «Mr. Dobbss s .«was roqulred to make oub
monthly pay rolls és i1f tho mines ware working, but the
men wore allowed pey for avaryv obhsy monthe The Adninie
stretor pocketod tho 'diff‘arenaaﬁ”w ‘ |

Arter the doath of Ir, Burrous the property of the
7idlothian Coal Company laid idle far same yoars, until
in 1894 soms Ponnsylvanis operators formed a company

of sufficlent capital' to buy the property. Thoy inaiate&

that ‘tiwy know more they auy of thelr prodocessopsy and
after paying about forty per cont of tho purchase price, .
they spent most of the ba],méa of thoiy caplial prospocts
ing for coal to the east of tho Grove Sheft in land

walch thoy had been advised was barrons After these vain

attempts, thay reoponoed tho CGrove Shalt, bub by this time

their oapital was used up; therofore thay wore forcod to
abandon opamticnaﬁs _

96, Hoinrich, "rhe Midlothian Colliery, Virginia,"
1o0Ca Oi‘b.' P+ 356¢

97« "The Richrond Virginia, Coslefiold," The Virpinias,
?01. IV‘ HO‘ 1.}-.‘ (1883) p.y 171‘ ' .

98. ‘ JoneS’ lOCQCitc, Pe 780
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 In 1902 a syndicate of Riclmond pecple took
hold of the property and put Mr, Heriwether Jenesy
a Richmond ‘éngineer, in charge, ‘The mine was pumped
out and a modern doudle track slope cmstructed, but
‘thcir money moon gave out,%® and the property lsy idle
until about 1920, vhen it wae taken over vy the Enrx;hy
Coal Corporation,l00 | - ' | |
" 7Thig corporation begzan to 'iﬁ@rwﬁ the property
and installed modérn equipment as followss TWo bollers:
of about 250 horoespover each for holgting and pumping,
high pover pwupss & double tracked inelire, & nuiber of
l-ton cars, tipple of 200 feet in length, one large bin,
‘ongine ond coiler hounes, and an office bullding, These -
vore located some 200 yords-south of the old Grove Shafs
which wang still maa*me m‘mmy purposess Modern
equipment sma used underground, and ﬁurmg 1983 the |
company mined approximately 50,000 tons of coal, Before
| 1925 the Hurphy Coal Corporation had ceased mining = |
operations, but the mine wme still mmmed, At the aamé
tine all aﬁmx mines at m&ethie.n vere quiei;, excap‘b |
vhers o faw pite weore worked for 3.&::&1 fucl awing the
£alle 101 :

,,99 |

m&.‘ Ro‘bextﬁ, Joseph K.y “The Geology of the Virginis ’

| - Triaceioc,” Virgsinia Geological Survey, E&Llﬂ&i& 29 Ds116.
.w:., -Ibide DD 95116,
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About ten ymm wem to alapaa befara &n%raa# w&a
revived in the malothian meld,. thig tima Y o grﬁuy af
Horthern eapitalisia who began prospecting operation ia
19364192 The following year a 17 foot seam of coal Was.
diccovered in the center of ¥idlothian Village by well
drillers on property owned by Chaxles Powell of Bostoms
Yascachesetts amrl cccupied by hiafsiata:,”msaﬂ' Zuln Powelly
& texcher at 1idlothian School for many yeers 203 .

 Tew eoal mining projects, started in April, 1957,
. were well under way by Deconber of that year under the
- direction of a group of cnpitallsts and usinces wmon,:
Aftor months of tecting, and other investigations the ' .
investors otorted the undertsking with large-seale ™
production aec thelr gools They believed modern mining -
methods and smple capital would imsure them egelnet
 the fate of sthers who had atiempted to preduce coal’
from tho area, | The firm was compesed . of Some of & .
the lending eapitalists of the country, ‘i‘heﬁa- intluded
several engineers of the Du &"ent»ﬁamny-ﬁf-%
Vilmington, Delaware, oo well as banlters, and othey .
business lendera of that clity, and Bdwsrd Be MeLean, an
heir to the Jchu R, liclean and Thams T, Walsh cstates,

102, Richmond Times nmm ey 24.3nd 31, 10364
103, id., Sy 16, 1057, _' o



Council for the coal irterests was headed by Ru.gar:k
Dobba, special péb'éecutné in the Depertment of Justice'
urder Presidents Harding. md 'Coolidpge and firab asaistant
Attomay Genoral under President z;oavamm
At that time the aperatars wore mﬁe" the f‘im ‘nenes
of John Re Molean Codl m:zing Oorpamtion and *bhfa Groat
Southorn b_iorgan Coal and Coke zg;inin@ Cozvpamsmn, but
those werotc be combinod and hoaded by MoLean, Soveral
thousand aams-ézf land were 19#3@& in Chesterfiold and °
Powhatan cbunties,w and the officials explored with satlise
faction the chance to supply 8 g@od pax?b of the nore than
1,000,000 tons of coal used 1in Richmond amh’year; The
Virginia State Corporation Commiasion end the ?eéaral .
. Seourities and Emhanga Commission goave the im'aai:ors gumoru
1ty to sell securities in one of the two eompaniee* vaimed
that tzmix* success dopended upon themselves rather than the
_ mem, oi‘ficiala oi‘ the Il peid 1ittle haad to the several
‘companies that had unsucéeasfully sunk fortunss into the =
‘Richmond Basin daring the laat half century. Thoy placed
" yuch falth in the f‘dllamng excerpt from a 15‘&1;6:' uritten
to them by & former chalman of the National Coal Board
of Arbitrattons = . f | | |
The abaﬁomenfz af this riold appe&vs to have'

baen due to two causose-ons, tho diacovery of wmore
oagily mined coal in the Pocahontes x’egion and

,\

10l. _Ibid, December 25, 1037
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and second, ths financigl support which the
railroads lont to those mines mors remote from
markets and which involved a material revenus fronm
froichts liob only were the rallroads active in
promoting the West Virpginia mines, but, at the same
time, they elrculated reports to the effect that
the Richmond Basin was worked out, Asouning &
froight rate of 35 cents per ton from Richmond
coal field to Tidewater, which figure should be
ample, you will atill have a frelght advanbage

of over %2400 per ton from any compebitive fiolds
To suzmarize, the Hichmond basin hag poasibly _
high mining cost due to physioal conditions, |
poasidbly 35 cants a ton above penoral West Virginia
fipures, Against this, howover,; there l1s a ’
fralght advantage of about §2,25, certainly a
sufficient mrgi;i Eo onable the recapture of
forelgn markotge Ll : ., ‘

In Narch 1938, another company, the National Induge
trial Engineers, Im., began Btﬂpping operations on
ninety-six acres of the old Bingly trasct loased from
Ee Jo Flippo, Sr. This firm was organized by financiel
interests of Virginia, Washington, Ds Cey Cloveland,
hio, and Erie, Peansylvaais, By October of that year
they had two 50-foot draglines and a erane in’operation,

A coal seam thirty-tws foet doep had bom unearthed and
drill tests showed the supply to extond dowward at leaat
forty-eight footel%

105, Ibide
© 106e TbId,, October 26, 1930s



In Octobor 1938 a third ﬁm, rade up solely of
Florida 1n1:ereats, was added to the number of hagtily
orcan:!zed companles alroady eshablishad and at wrk in
mchmond's historio conl basine. This “‘ix'm, the B.& H,
Coal COmpany, was omed by the B. L i, Flnamce Cmany or
Daytona Beach, F‘lors.da, orgmimd by Y. B, Cargon and’

Be Ly Wilders Tholr operatlions were ma 310 acre tract
bought from Yrs., J. We Jones of Ri&mén& and form ry B
Imovn as the old Sau‘v.hex*n Coal and Imn ccmpany pmperty,‘
losated a mile north of' Robious, Thia nine, as well ag
the mina of the Maiss.orml In&wtzrial Englnoers, Int., was
aibuated on the sita of old water-rilled shafts sunk
with slave la'bcr back in anti~bellim aayn. Timber was
cleared from a part of the tract and a mn& wig Opanea

to the near«by highm Ieading to Rabiaum Duping the
winter the company ezpooted tso drain the property in order
that full scale ‘stripping oporations could begin, The |
compmy expected to mine by stripping until it reachod
virgin territory, untouched by mining efforts of paat
gonerations, and L‘ahen ‘sink as many shaf'ts as would be
nécea-sapy@lm The plan to drain the laite covering the
‘mouth of the old Black Heath Coal Yine was dolayed by bad
weathor during the winterj and M Carsn, the president

107, Ibid.
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of ﬂhe company, ma foreea to raduea wwamﬁian wr}s m
8 dmimga aaml unt&l he cmﬂ.ﬂ ﬁn coa.lt amara mcaived
£rom the Rio!nnanﬂ mrkat.wa “ |
- .. The gwan song of, thesa cammnies aame in *t:ha i’m
of a. prcmine of mlief' in o thrmtemeﬁ cml ahermge m
Ric&nnond :ln 1939 dua to csmema& m'&ara brought a‘bnut |
vy e airike of the B’a&teﬁ ﬁina ?emrkars.. xn Agriz., 3.939. ’
; offs.cia.ls af the three cmpaniea snnamwﬁ ehat they '
"}ad 2 cmnbs.nad daﬁ.y eu‘bz:ut af at 1&3& zma humlxaé. ami
thirty tons and thae mmm a mth tmzz Woauemm "
vould be 1ncrmaa to znors tm.n *meaa Inmém& tona a
deye 3-03 But fsad to remt:a, thaw amiw mmt the vay
of all athm that mva triaﬁ ﬁa apamta in ‘bh:ie fiam
iaime the (31?9.3. Wms anci; M pmmmt; a.n. is quiat aa far
a8 mining :1s eamemad. wcapt i‘ur an wcaaicml mex' |
tmt ‘some sommny might ranw cml mining ogemtiana.
. An auemous writm' in m E&W ata.wd t-mt ha
"benma a mmoxy of nwl mining in Eastera ‘Viminia
wm:m '*‘ba f‘ﬁ.led ws.th hmam wm@awad in t}zeix‘
,;ghwt‘.unam :l.n t’m miniag ammla of tha warm. A mmary
’ of imumpetamy, felly, @m‘hling, dwnkannaw, axuelty, ‘
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laziness, and short-pighted avaricessof individual and |
icolated ability and. intelligonce of enterprise and
herolem Jurbled into one heterogenous whole,110 In
some renpects this writer was corrsot, but i‘b seems that
he wae somewhat overcritiecal, R
Before the Civil ¥Wer the coal trade at E%idlathian\

wos carried on exclusively with local eapaml; axeepb |
when Ingliish capital was drawn inte the ﬂeld around xam.,
It seems indubiteble that large profits wers realized
in the heyday of the coal tyade from 1830 through the
Civil Var, During this period more modern mchinery was
introduced at Midlothian, but, doubtless, the economies |
gained from the more modeyn machinery were offuet by the
increased cost of slave labor, The veason the field
wntinuec! to be worked, with only s one~sided drop in

the cost of modtie‘bicn, was, perhaps, the high profits
which were eayned whm the fleld canstituﬂad

o 7reglonal mmopolwwhan Riolmoend eeal m&
| aelmng at whaleaa}.a in Yiew. &’ox‘k foy twenﬁy-ﬁva pgenta,
or even higher the 'bushel,lu in 'hha Hatinml Fomdry

5o

Mm-..a.

110, "The Riclmond Virginin, Coal~field,® m Virsdinioe
Vols ivy Ho. 11 {1883) De l'?lg

111, F¥athleon Bruce, Yircinia Iron W in the
Slave Ixgs Pe 104s



Repart of 1838 1t was stated thet "coal could be furnished
“and pay & reagonsble profit to the colller at, . ,twalﬁa‘
and a hall cents (a bushol) on the south side of James
River," or from §3.,50 to $3.65 the ton,112

In 1840 1t was estimatod that the amount pald for 15&@9
in mining and transporting two milllon bushels of coal from
Chesterfield, Henrlco, and Goochleand countlos wns,ﬁﬁagﬁﬁﬁg
and that $120,000 vas spont upon supplioss!13 Thus the coal
trade oauﬁeﬁ;é.loaal turnover of 206,000 in cash or orodit,
and g'chta;n,am§un§ of Virginlan caplital invested In the
veal bﬁa;ness was sure to renain ot home, Wicholas Millg, .
who dled in 1862, made & fortune mining coal at Hidlothian
and.waa ona of the wealthiest mon In Virginila at that time.
The Midlothien Mining Compeny paid dividends as high as

twenty por cent and the average was eighteen par cent during

| its exiatannagllh

It 1s possible, also, that the coal industry atbracted

outglde comaerce; for northern sea captains coming up foonm

112, Taylor, ops cites Ds 50 o ‘

113, Druces ope oltes Pe 107, quobing Hazard's United
States Conmorcial and Statisticsl Reglster, VI, 296

11!{.; ?ama, 206w ClLay Do The
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" Now Orleans often dumped their eargpes at 'ﬁaskatté vhere
they could. eovnt on. & home fmighﬁ af GO&}-Q in z;wafarmea
to enterin@; Bome larger pmat i’rm whieh they nﬁ.ght hwe |
to gail out empty, exoept for. ‘ballaat.nﬁ |

In spite of the profita gained i’rnm %he m.,amm )
coal tmde. it may ba asked why v&.rg&nim » ia ﬁm aightaenth
and first Imlf of i:he ninataanth eentwiee wam rmﬁy te |
thyvow aa!de agrioultuxa far tha ceaz. %msinese, mning
at malothﬂ.an dou'bttl.esa ‘ba@a a8 an imiﬁwtax tn&wtxm
and,y aiuce 1& wa.s mztmative an& primitiva, proba.‘bly Mm
nore nativa to a people mtumlly ‘bre& to the land, Then
too, the mduatry must have ‘bean & wlawna &ivmim
for weeutiva mmgmt zmd azmre 1@.‘&@2 fram thn plm:‘batim
swtw; eapaeially during t‘he nﬁ.mwmth aentxmy when the
| eyetem was begiming to azaw minaua Mgm of brmkﬂwn.uﬁ
Bafem tha 6iv£1 Var tha mme. phia @.@ warks ﬁrw\
. their umef w@rﬁy eﬁ' eeal frm t.ha Mc}mmﬁ msiu. and
up and dm tlaa coast Riemana aeal am:paned nouee .tn
the Atwrm@m uaal tm&mnf? Tzzis dm.mtw mtianal period /

115, Toylory o ORe Giﬁ.; Pa 45& B
116, Bruces. Reat Lesg D 106, .
31174 Taylory gne Siles Do 45
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of IMdlothian coal onded wmm the Mchmond é&atrict\ ‘
ceased to ceutral the Azserican augm,y, but M had o
served a great purpase# anﬁ it mmtizmed to ccnﬁribizka -
capita!. and & mtumi aavantaga ta tha new smmmaﬁsriea
epringing w in Ric};mond.lm In 3.551 a awmﬁ dmtm
era in J.trs Matury vane whan it m&a mw:im.a the mnufmtm
of 1ron in t‘na nort%eaatarn smtim of the emzfmmcy
and there‘by “played & nigniﬁnant part m th&t eallwtim
of t‘arcas which mda ‘Virgim m 1862. maummuy azzmrier
and requisite to the other Confederate amtee..ulw |

| Host of the nining ngmtim ot ﬁi&l@fshim amea t!m
Mv:ll Var have been earrmd on by outpide intareatac These
. persons mva &ttampted to mine frcm the al& shaftm with
the w:qeptiap;afvth& strip mining eperations ixs *&ha nte 7.
nineteen thirties, All efforis since the czm Var mve
mot with failure, Yei Heriwlther Jones, who &irenﬁe& |
mining memt:cus at Mdlathiam mund the turn ai’ tha
| uantury, stoted that he ma ‘been umble to find mxy reason
why new operations with proper capital, amnty, and aatemio |
nation emmot ‘ba pwaued Just 88 well novw ae wao done ;arin:
to 1868, but me seall minea used then cannot Yo vorked
due to the imprwmangg 3_.:} ;a_iging methode, 120

118, ﬁee ua;secially. Richmond Enauireys June 2, 1846 and
Dispatch, Junuary 20 and Ihy Dy 1868,

119, Bruca, ONe Sites De 108109,

1204 Jones, loGe m“ P 67&
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Chapter V
Explosions in the Midlothan Nines

The following statement shows most of the major
explosions in this aroca,. ?hé information was takon Iyom
Richmond newspapers of the day and is tho best that can
be obtained although it 18 probably not complote,

Date Mino | Yo, of -

. | fatalitios
1617 Blads Heath Yo detalls
1839«Harch 18 Black Hoath Lo
18llgedune 15 ‘Black Heath | B -
Vw5 Egimgmie
1855«¥arch 19 Midlothian Company 39
1855-November 26  Bladc Heath | L
1876.ray 23 Midlothian Company B
1882« February 3 lidlothian Company. 32

The first mention of an explosion in the Midlothian
aroe was in 1817 when one occurred in the Black Heath Minea, 121

121, Grammor, locs ﬁ_ﬁd ps 130 v



76

No details are avallable, The next exploslon occurred
on Harch 18, 1839, lllling forty workors, The mine was
worked by the Black Heath Coal Compeny and waa ons of the
richest and most extenslive in the area, The shaft in
which the explosion occurred was 700 foot doop and prow
duced an average b: about 2,500 bushols of coal per day.i2e
This disaster took place at the time ﬁhat Cols John Ieth
was in England endeavoring to draw I:ngueh capit;al into
the Midlothian conl ﬁem.m«'-"

The blast was one of & most violent mtura, bua M:a
cause was nover datamined. The drifts and "air coas'aa" _
(air passagea from chamber to chanboer) were so avrangad
- as to keop up constant ventilation, and 1t was the general
opinion at the time that one of the doors of the "aip
coasta” must have beeon closed causing the inflammable
gas to accumiulato on Sunday to such an extont as to proe
duce the explosion soon after the laborers entered the
plt on liondsy mominge Theo Davy safety lamp was regularly
used in the mine, and 1t was usually. carried forward to

tost the pregence of the gas, The lamp used on that

122, The Richmond Enguirer, Harch 23, 1639,
123« UOfs page =0 a‘ncva



77

particular day may hava been out of aréer, for if a
alight rent had veen n its w&r& gauze Covering 1t-wogla
have readily ignitedkbhe gas.z Other lamps were used and
ons of these may have been taken into a chamber or arift
before 1t wus tested with the aaraﬁy lampe Either of
these causes would have invalvadkcareleaaﬁass. o
John Rynard, & Scotchman and one of the ‘superintends
ents with many years axparianca'in-aome of ﬁha most
famous of the English mines, was below when the oxplosion
occurred. Tho other unfortunats superintendont was John
Hancook, & native of Chesterfield Géuntyg ?he‘éxplasidn
was 50 powerful that it blew pieces of timber out of the
" ghaft to & dlstance of & hundred yax*ds,..lal"' Three mem
‘were demcending the shaft in & basket at the time of the
expioaion and were bilowm np to & height of some forbty or
risey fee‘b abave the top of the shaft, Two of them
foll out of the basket and wore killed; the third remained
in 1t anﬂ'eséaped daath¢1a5 "
Another explosion occurred &t 1:35 Al on June 15,
184}, 1n the Black Heath pitss Thore wore twelve men in

te The Richmond irer, ﬁarﬁh 23, 1839‘
125, Wooldridge loc. 5 Cites Po 2¢
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the mine at the t:imé; four Engliéhmm and 'eighﬁ alhvem
Jonathan Jewott, one of the Englishmen, was the only .
person mo‘aurvivad. Althau@:.thia blast caused soms
damage to the miixe, 1t did not long intorfere with the
operation of "bhe company.,m6 R B
The "English Conl Pits" sufered & major oxplosioniel
on Yay 15, 1854 -This was the mine formerly ownod by the”
0ld Black Heath Companye The pit was 625 feet doop and
axploéions hed occurred in it several timos bofore., This
explosion. took place about 12:30 P.M, end must have
happened  Just at the time when the minors -had ceasod their
labors, and were sating thelr lunch, Ho reports oxtiat
‘as to how it criginated; though the presumption was, as :
statod in the newspapor at that time, that some of the
men thoughtlessly spproached some of the old “demps®,
with their lamps, aend tho explosion wag caused by the ex-
éape’ Of gas fram unknown leaks, Mot ten minutes before N
the accldent two of tho minors omme from below, and up to
the time tﬁat they left, no gas or foul alr had been diacox;ered,

126, Tho Richmond Compiloy, June 15 & 17, 184,
127, Iniormation on thie explosion falten from the
- Richmond Dally Dispatch, May 16 and 17, 185l.
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After tho explosion, Mr, Job Atkins, an experionced .
minor and one of the superintendents of the iﬁidlothmnt
¥ining Company, voluntoercd to go down into the pit to
dotoraine the results of the explosion, and if possible .
roscue any of the miners who might not have been killeds
Frosh air wag g;mnpea into the pit, and ¥p, Atikring, with
other volunteers, stepped intec tﬁhav bagltet and was laﬁeréd;.
‘They had been dovm only & short timeg when the signal

was glven and the basket, éonts.ini;ag the crushed, ;mng;led,}
and 1ifeless body of ?:foses Cyrie, was drawn up. ti’he _

. basket wa_s. again ,lcwax"ed; the signel was repeated, and
| Willlam Flliott was drawn up, drosdfully burnod and brutsed,
ﬁu!: not dead, The thizfd body roescusd waz that of Jaseph )
Rightmw, aboub fourteen years of age, whose father was
killed by an explosion in the sameo pit in 1851, The
I‘ourth signal brought the blackened and charred corpse
of Robort Cmstiak; vhoy from gppeammas, was Just in
the act of putting his hand to his mouth, when the exploslon
took places o | |

| Hre Aﬁ!;im‘.thaﬁ;gm'e up and reported tﬁafs there wem'
five ar six other deed todies at the ed of the shaft on
 the first mélmeé plaing end that farther down there

wore others, a1l more or less blackened, disfigured and
charred by the accldernts
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- 'There wore twenty porsoms (all vhite) In the pit
when the exploslon occurred, ard Villdem Elllott was
the only one found alive, The following parséna were in
the pit: - o

Yosos Cyrle Jehn Thurom

Albact Branch _ Henry Godsey
‘Thomag Tompltlrag . Willlam Elllott
Breklel Dobbins John Elliott
Robert Williams = Sanuol Vest
John Jones - Joseph Shaw

. . Robert Crostick .  Jerenlah Hane
Henry Vest - Thomag Brown
W1lligm Palmer . John Peacook ‘
John Kiver Joseph Rizhishaw

a 'i'he siret twelve wore marriod men and tao last two

ﬁéreboyxis;_' | : "
. Tho Richrond Daily Dlspateh of Lay 18, 165h, mperta%
"thm: thi'ae éubscription lzéts wore opened to faisa manéy
for the relief of the familles of tho men who were killed,
Dr. F« Ve Hancoolt, who was well acquainted with the une -
fortunate famillos, took chargo of dis tributing the money/
among the noedy familles. | ‘ '

The first major exp‘.!.asion in the mines of the Hidlothian

Hining Coézpmy ocourred on March 19, 1855, at S otolock
in the afternoon, According to the Dally Diggatchlaanma
wnlte persons wore killed and two injured, Thirty nogroes

128, The account of this explosion was taken from the
. Richmond Daily Dispatch of Harch 22, 1855,




were kingd md eleven ‘i.njxmd and of these injured.

thres were not expes!dted to 31;:3;. Up %o the moment of

the accidmﬁ, the ,auperiz}tezidant ‘zn"‘t!:xé pits fe}.t A
porfoctly satiéfied that the mino 'wéa froe of foul air,
Lire _J‘oB .At;kins, one t:jff the azg:ermten&enta s maught them
80 safe that ho doclared that ho wuld not have nesltated |
to take his fauily into them to live, As In most of the
other axplosians, tho cause could nab be determined; but
at the t!.me &?z*. t*'ins expreaasd i:ha opinion %hat in
blasting the coal @ 0ld shald sink might have been aeci»
dentally breached i‘m:z widdh pom*ed a volume of gas, ,
that becm ignited and swapﬁ through the various drirts,
dealing daath with an unsporing handg ' '

The exploslion aauaad the aarth to quaka far aevam}.
miles around the pitas A man ﬂno s arasa&ng the ran.n
road about 4 mile from the plt stated that he felt the |
traciks real undey himjy and enother, vho was on horseback
doclared that the aancﬁséim oaused hig ﬁwse to stagger
and traubleo, The cenbter boards around the shaefts weres
. blown off "aa if thoy had bLeon paper', and at the western
shart, two large cable chains wore broken "as if they
had been pipe stemau" N

As poon as the oxplosion was heard, all the workmen
above ground, from the Hidlothlan and English Pits hastenoed



to the BOeNO, and pmpar*ed to descend the shaft to
roscus those who migm atsn}. bo. alive, | 1, Atl;&nn
volunteored, vith sorme oihor men, to descend the eastern
shalt,as soon ss 1t was safol29 in ordor to search for,
any of the miners vho might be allve, This was done and
thoy suscoeded in rescuing sixﬁean persam, more or twss
bu:'nod. Four white mon and welva nsgmaa were movaé
and takon to houses or to thoe naspital vhore they wore |
placed under medlcal care, Others were found later
and tho ‘aceae was described as hoart rending, Some of
tho doad men, the {lesh charred on thelr bones, hold |
their shovels in their hands, others wore holding to their
pieln end drllls, Sanuel Hunt, fourteen years of ;éo, |
wag fbmd alive but unconsclous, Those who were not dead,
as soon &z they hoard tho volces of tholr {riends, beogped
earnestly not to be loft and then crisd loudly for s
few drips of water to quench thelr burning thirats

: dut of the S5 porsons in the mine,at the time of the
explosion, only three escaped sorious injury; thougb
thers can be 1i4tle douwbt that many of then were suffocated
by the efter-damp, vathor than killed by the explosions
The white persons killed by the explosion itself or as

129, It was nececsary to rid the nine of the artarodamp,
an irrespirable gas remaining sftor an oxploasion

of firedamp in minsse



a rosult of 1t weret

63

Thonmag Dunn, an Englishwman
John Bvans, 31523311 Inglishmm
Sanuel Gouldin,+M3as Attendond
Johin Lestopr , : ,
Jonathen Jewott,13l thirteen years
of age

- Joseph Howe, eiphteen yoara of age
lilchiolas Haxm o

- Thomitg Fenoedloy, fourteon years o
are _
Willlan Virighi '

The M¥idlothian Xines had boen looked upon &3 freo

from dangerg therefore the' Coupany had exuperienced no
difficulty In employing as meny white miners as they

desireds, Fortunately, the men wore not allowed to male

overtlme, the supply of coal being greater than the demandg

consequently, most of the white men had left the ﬁita' at

twalve o'clock and therevy saved thoir lives, The accldent

threw a doep gloom over the mighbarhobﬁ and,no doubt, drove

many persons Lo seeck othor erployment than :mining,

Anctlioy explosion toolt place in tle same yoar on

Yovember 26 in the Black Heath Hinoa, killing thres persons

1304

131,

It wag sald that CGouldin had a dream on Sunday night
that woighed heavily on his nind, Before starting
to woriz on Kondey, ho talled freely with his wife
snd instructed her how to act if ho ghould rweb
Moo DAl 1y Dbl obasel’thab this lad's broth

9 ~ gpatch atate at th adfs brother
was kiiiled in tho English Company explosion of iay,L85l,
but the sccounts at that time did not Ulst any one

- by the nane of Jewett among thoso killods Thore was

another Jonnthan Jewott In the Black Heath oxplosion
of June 184, but at that time hd was liated a8 a surw
vivorg in faot, the only onoe It may be that he dled
later from injuries recoived in the accldent



and burning another so badly that he died sbout twelve

hours laters They wers John arshall, Charles Thoupsons

Nicholae Luke and Jozeph Bentom This exxalcéicn socurred

in an old upset where a road ud been mda through an

old working. which m& been on fire vome tima before,

¥re Job Atkine, a :!'omer superintendent of the Midlothian

Mining Compsny, but then employed by the Inglich Company

et superintendent in the Dlack Heath lines, Iad left the

plt at Bi15 Pulis. Ivorything was in order, amd the

greatest possible precaution,had been token, ifiorewér he

had piloced two extra %gasemen® on mrﬂ. vhose »&uty it was

to see that the ventilation wag kept up, and that g&a a:ld

not accumlate so as to endanger the z.ivas of the men.

Thamps on'e pafety lamp woe found with the f;op off, It

was believed that be unsorewed it, perhaps, bo 1ight his

pipe,1%2 It is inconceivable that the minere would neglect

those precautions which had been adopted for their protection,

and wvhichy with ér&inm care, would have warded off dm ger,
Almost tuventy~one years passed before another explosion

ccourreds but, on Saturdey afternoon, May 2,0; 1876, soon -

132, Riclmond Whig and Publig Adveotisexs lovember 30, 1855
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after 1 o'olock, & puiden aé&éﬁiﬁg aéémmn was heard
that siokened overy heart snd gave notice that an explosion

~ had taken place + the full howror of vhich aan only be

reallzed by those who 1ive in a eoal mining dﬁ.atriet,

~ The following sccount of the a’wlaaim wvag taken from t&ze
‘Richmond W of Moy 23, 18764 S

~ {"rne 6rove Shaft at this time s mme& ‘bsr a T, stx'm
‘of Albion, Hew York, We Gy Hoyt waus the aexzml agem, ‘
and Oswald Hendrick, o wining engineer, was in wﬁvﬁfaﬁe

'6mrge., The shaft was about 600 fect deopy at the ba%tem
of which was a tunnel nbout gix hundred fest longs At
the head of this tmmalg chanbers branched aﬁ' znorth and
south from which the cosl wap taken, ‘ |

Soon M.‘ter the m&nsﬁm a pigmal to s‘.m‘t the engina
was received fram the antt-.gmz of the shafte This gave -

" ‘hope tint the men in the mine wore still alive, 304 oo
'soon a5 & sydtem could be tmeugurated vater wae poured -
down the shoft to create o ourrent of adr i’ar thess that

‘might be alwm ' 4% soon 26 3.?!; ‘m safe, rvelief started’
down, Tho cage caught, hwever, and 1t had to be drawvn
up againy but as soon ae the difficulty could be cleared
avays Chorles Jones and Villlam ¥arstell, the Intier an
experienced ﬁiimi from the Bi‘aék Heath Hineo, mde ag
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effort to enter the pit. then slmost to the bottom of
the shaft they werse driven back by the gas, A third
~attempt was then mede by Hr, Jobn' Kendler, also fron
the Black Heath Mines, and he auezlcaaded in reaching the
bottom of the shaft where he found two men lying uncone
sclous on the plates, These men had been saved by the
vaﬁez' forced down to broalk the "after-damp,” When talken
from the mine they were barely breathing snd Dr, Philip
Banoook covered tholr lodics with earth in order to revive
thems Other miners then joined Kmdler and eight bodien
wore recovered from under the debrisge-wthose of Charles .
Holder, Thomaa Cournow, John &%aramll,ua Thoman Gpldin,
Robert Hall (white), Williem Horris, Philip Elbott,13d
and Joseph Hendloy (colored).

The body of Thomas Cournow, the gas attendent, was
found about twenty fect from whore 'th‘e explosion was thought
to have ocourred, Iis bones were broken and his watch
embedded in his flesh, As tho watch stoppod at 1122 o'clock,
it was supposed that this was the exact moment of the disaster.

Two bodlea wore found in the "sink™ which collected
the drainage from the mine,; and 1t was thought that they

133, John Harshall was the son of ¥William Harshall, the
Black Heath mirer who was among the first to try
to go down the shalft to ald in the rescue,

1344+ The Richmond Dally Fhig of May 23, 1876 gave thias
namo as Phillp Elletti,
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were drowned by the water introduced after. the explosions
The tw men who were found unconscious on the plates
later atated that those found in the "oink” wers the
once that gave the sipnal to stort tho englinoe, Aftor .
glving the signal they took refuge in the "sizﬁz“ td
escapo the "backedamp", Jack Valker end Edwrd Rc:asg L
the two men who wore roscuwd, statod that they mode en
attempt to got.back to tlwir companions, bub wers over
eome, by th'e cns8e | |
Cournow, the gas attendenty was describod as a vé:qi
conscientious and careful miner and surprise was expresged
that he should have talen any risis. In ezplanation, the
theory was advanced that ho wont his rounds and made his
marks (the denger lineg) and found evorything all rightj
but the gas ceme in behind him and he met 1t ag ho was
roturning to the gange If this were true, he must have
beon carrying & comon torch lamp, such a8 was commonly
used by the miners when at worit, Inatoad of ths Davy
safobty lampa B
It was m:x&arstoad that wopk was to have been suspended
in a fow days in order to Antroduce a now system of ventle
; lation and i:hz.s accounted for the ana‘l gang in the piﬁ, |
If it had been in full operation, somo- mvantwfive men

wculd have been at works.
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The Richmond Daily vhig of May 23, 1876, reported
that on each side of the shaft many of the supports were
blown to splinters, the tracks wore torn up in & nimber
of placos, and huge bouldera of coal and slate obstructed
the passages, | o

8ix years aftor tho explosion of 1876 another one
of far greater proportions took place in the saus mine i35
Soon after ons olclock on Friday aftornocon, February 3,
1882, a thundering ocho came fyom the Grove Shaft followed
by a cloud of duet waldh gave warning'ﬁthat‘ somoething
appalling had heppened, An alarm was soon given waich
brought Superintendent Dobbg end top handg to the seens.
The wives and familles of tho miners, most of whom 1ived
in the vicinity, were soon on the nceno. ‘

The pit had been considerod "gassy” for some timo,
but had boen ventilatod by a fan, with the aid of the
oxhaust and smoke from the stoameboiler bolow ground, The
air from the surfaco had to be driven a distance of about
3,240 feot aa follows:

Feob

Dopth of thaltesessseassosancsoneasorsosgse B0
Length of tumel (through bed of grenita).s 600

o

135, The sccount of this explosion was takon from the
igich:éagnﬁ Daily Dispatch of February 4, 5, 7, and
, 1882, .
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Length of incline q....,.m.m...meae S |
“Total dlstance from mouth of e T ‘
to the extremiiy of the ine

clinennnwuuunu mﬂnwﬁ:g@ﬁ
- . The men were pmmbly wbeu" 200 feeﬁ fmm the ﬁm
traity of the imlina, or about 3,000 fm fm tha fan |
on the surface, The shaft wes in tms charberps t‘m tmary ‘
was that frech aix wul:}. Yo doun one emft aod Poul alr |
rige out of the athex, %a “up mt“ e ama;ly a th‘mf,f;__;,
,ﬁtm'xber peneﬁrating frm the aurfaw to the tunaa!., am
“the heat £rom the boiler and the work of the fon ﬁr%ted
a dmﬂ t:meh caxriod aﬁ’f bad. aim It is quﬁ.te ukaly ,
tl ¢ efter tho explosich the claft vas illed with backe
donpy throu@ 'emieh freﬂh air could nat be i‘nmm meny
wvith the mn‘ ﬁa sm%ﬁ abm’m the mek»ﬁamp, nr “aftem
damp* op 1t i:: ematﬁmea mnm, hmi t0. be hmm with
.mtex' a.fter *me e:'pmaian in 16?6. "*hm:e were oix, wor!:ina
levelo in the mimatha ﬁmt m'; b&g&miﬂg 1525{} foet from '
‘the top of the incling, In theoe six levels thereyers
£iftoen coaldigzers vorking) the remaining seventoen men
wvere in other portions of ﬁhalyﬁ.t; The nishtLW'E iza&
been ralimreﬂ that mmﬁng a.t 3 a*alackg by tha m&n vho
were in the mine at the t..me of the. mplaaign. Ah@uﬁ thﬁ
‘bimﬁ At‘;;g shifts. changed, o machiniat end hie amaiatant
wwtinto the mine to ramove an engine, but they ceme out



at noons The mchinist aaﬁ.ﬁ tluh m oW ﬁilliam ihmhan.
the pit hasa, mxi tha ‘@mn“ near ﬁ}m mg :bw rom aﬁ ,.
i0 o'cloek. The assiemt to tha maiﬁn&a'& ww tald by
Mamlan that he could eema dwn tlw emi’t in the aﬁ‘tmam '
~and feel perfectly ae.fe, hut ﬂat ha ahmml absme dna
mutian 11: gaing dm %he imuna a.a *E%mm ms aa.ngar ci‘
being caught by the %mina whieh ware ;;mm 'uy the im.lina
by wire cables, A nephow af mmmz wan te mva gcma o
dovn with tha aﬁaiamut w’hieh soams to ‘be xmmf tha'h na
foar wvao entarmmed oy t&za mnwwent, as beth wm
umccmtcme& to tha plto,” R

'I‘ho night boas, Jaimam m:'amll, m‘o fher o:f w&uim
_mmhﬂ. 1y upen lemring tm mim that mormng; rezxowted ta
..mperimeu&ant X}omm t:tm.t 't;ha x:i*s wag. rrea af gw 3 %ut
tmﬁ during tha ght sons a:!.aw m& tamblaé on a perﬁan
~ of the brattice caxming sone domag m:: ha& umaﬂ a.u |
a.mwulation of a mu qmti%y of gzzzs in ﬁm lavel, ?
‘bu‘k w was rwwed B‘efez'a ha mft ami ﬁhe bmttiea :eatoreﬁ,

Tha them‘y af tm mluaim ma tha.t i% resuztm frm
armther &mlamha mr ﬁlata, whi.ch n&rxieﬂ :mz.y the bmttice."
t!ma cut.ting of’f thﬁ thmtim am aa.uaing mz mloaion
af ca.r“bmia g@m S o )
| Im«aéia.wly &ft;er the explnaian, aﬁtam;pta wam m&a
to enter the mina, | an the aecmd a.ttanpt it vas ramrtaa



that a large portion of the brattice in the shalt had been
broken, and & conslderablo quantity of dobrls, consisting
of timbor, .coal-boxes, water barrels, and other artioles
was at the bottom of the ahaf“b, The rescus crow listensd -
eagerly for som sound *“z‘m tha mtambad men, but all vas
ailont as the grave. Ventilation Bad boon entirely cut
ofr, and poisonous cerbonic gas had rolled back in volwmes |
to the shalt bottom, Thls backedsup drove the mon back

on this second reacﬁe \ierztures the savo thing happened on
the third attempt, end by this tims all hope was abandoned
of finding the men allves About nine o'clods that night,
the brattice work: was repaired sufficlently to restore

some ventilation to the minm |

- Snow fell to a. depth of about six inches during the

night, and Satmrcxay morning brolke drear and &mmal qver
Grove Shafts Hiners from thoe Beep Fun, Etna, szettg

am other mines in the cowdy sane carlyy plodding through
tho anow, to render any assistengo In thelp power towarda
the roecovery of the vodles of the unfortunate mon, A |
descent into. the shaft, with its treachorous aftor-damp,
was an undertalting of great porsonal risk, Hotwithatanding
this fact, there were numbrous volunteerss Repairs were
carried on all during the moraing, and by throee o'elqek‘
in the afterncon a. report was roceivoed that abbut: forty
fect of the first brenk-in had been repaired; but it was
found that the demage to ‘the brattice was greater than



had been anticipatad, and it: mquimc’i cnnamambla mbox*
and time to reach the bottom of the a’mﬁ:. Erforts wore
8150 hempored by a large mf‘:tux of wateor,. | ‘ N |
Two mombors of a rosous @'oup came noar ?caing ﬁzexr
livos. The party_cqmiatedpfﬁchn Kmé{..ar,, George Conrad,
Thad, Crum, and Johnson HMarshall, The mw two, Crump
and Marshall, w::xiié' ezxploring @ tunnel, ancenni:‘qrad' 'ar‘tser#
damp and wers ovéram by s Thelr companions ‘auéeeaémd
in bringing them btmk to tho cage, whero they wops hwlm‘i ,
upmthetapandmvived« - ‘ | L
The following day, Sunday, F'abz‘uax‘y 5, four todles "
were recqvemd; ong had been found the day before. On
¥onday morning the body of Isham Graves was takenbut m
a decpmpdaed condition which required it to be speedily
buried. At two ofolock that afternoon, the shift of whileh
John Rendler was the foreman, consisting of ten men, went
down, They had advarced down the incline a conaiderabla
distarce shen Kendler dlscovered a rapid passago af‘ froesh
air through the mnlim down below, Mo know thara wasg
no return a&x' course and was puszled to imaw what becg.m
of the supply of frosh alr, He pressed on. . determined
to solve the mystery, and when he and two companions had
gono about £ifteen hundred f‘eat:,froza tho shal't opening
and a 1little beyond a point known to the niners as Na; 15
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level, they encountered a volume of pmoke, The miners
became terrified, for they realized the azmger of a fire
in a mine full of inf’lam’blal gases, especially with &
constant supply of aiy, They turned and f:}.ed back to the
shaft demoralizing their companions who were in their rear,

The ery soon spread that the pit was on fire and
intense excitement ensuad' on the outside,  Reports that
soveral more miners had been killed by ancother mylaaioﬁ
gained circulation, and people flocked to the shaft in
greaﬁ numbers to ascoertain the truth, ?armmmlm it
turned out that the slarm, in its most scerious phase,
wap false, All rescue efforts were suspended and Superime
tendent Dobbe prompily gave ardm to close gll oyehinge
in the mine, so as to prevent the aﬂmiaaion e_f any airg |
It was hoped that ‘Ema would destroy the fire, Consequently
there wae no need for the twentyeseven coffins tint nad
been sent out, an the other men were slowly oremted in
the lower depths of the burning mine, B

The £olloving is & 1ist of the men lost in the mine,
| with their ;ixppésad ages and places of births o
¥illian Iaryehall, forty-five, of Percy Main, England,
Thomas ¥all, thirty-five, Chesterfiecld Countys
George Jowebt, JYr.sy twentyw-one, Chesterfield Qounty,.

Ae Ae Jewett, thirty, Chesterfield County.
James Brown, thirty-three, probably from Georgatown,D.C,.
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James Mall, thirty-three, Chenterfield County,

© Joseph Cournow, twenty~one, Chesterfield County.
John Horrisy twentyethree, Chesterfield County,
Jogeph Shields, fifty, Durbam, England,

. Riehard Cogbill, sixtywsix, Chesterfield County, -
Richayd Morgan, forty, Chesterfield Qounty,
Robert Binford, fortys Chesterficld County,
Samuel Cox, forty-five, Chesterfield County.

. . Pleasant Stewart, thirty, Chesterfield County,
© 'Joseph Cunliffe, sixty, Chesterfield County,

. Beverly Brooks, fifty, Chesterfield County,
Alexandexr Logany forty, Chesterfield County,
Peter Harper, forty, Bickhmond, Virginia,

" Tajor Pollard, thirty, Chesterxfield County,

- Solomon Taylor, forty, Chesterfield County.
Squire Bright, fifty-five, Chesterfield County,
John Green, fifty-five, Chousterfield County,
Lewls Tlobbs, fiftye~five, Dinwiddie County,
Daniel Hammond, thirtyetwo; Powhntan County,
‘Isham Graves, twenty~one, Chesterficld County,
Edvard Rovg, fifty«five, Chostorfield County,
Robert Booker, eighteen, Cheosterfield County,
Thomas Summels, forty . R . .
Albert Hughes, thirty - " ‘ ’ ‘

- James ¥ille, thirty, Chesterfield County,. o
‘Joff, Coleman, forty~five, Chosterfield County,
¥red, Anderson, tventyethree, Chesterfield County,

Of the above persons . John Groen, o negro, was :’l_u

the same mine when the 1676 explopion occurred, Fe and
Charles Holder were desoonding a shaft in & baskels lmq;n;ier
Y ehrw'zz‘aut, but. Green held on to the ré:ga and vas raised
to the surface, Ned Roes and ‘s::!.mm_ﬁaymr vere also in the
explosion of 1876, Joseph Courncw was the son of Thome
Cournow, the gns-attendant killed in 1876; - |

| As the mines at Midlothian ﬁ'eééﬁ never worked wct.en@iveltf o
after 1881, no other mdar?expl&aim wcmed a_.ftex: thé;t yeare

ve T
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Chaptor VI
Gaology of the Area

The coal mines in the viainiw»of Hidlothian are &
part of a larger coal deposit lying west of Richmond near the
ceater of Eastern Virginie, between Narth latitude 37° and
330.' This Richmond basin or coalfield 1lies near the eastorn
ma:'gin' of the Plodmont Plateau on the nopth and south sides
of ths James River, and extends through or into thé countios
of Henrico, Goochland, Chesterricld and Amellias. About onee
£irth of the area 1lies north of the James River and the
remainder sotth of it with the largest and richest doposita
in Chesterfleld Countys The structumre of the coal field
is that of en oblong basin extending thirtye-one miles north
and south ® ¢th & width of approximately ten milos in the
gouth middlo portion from which it tapora toward either
end, Its area 1s poproximately 150 square milas.mé

136e U Sy Shaler mnd J. B, VWoodworth, "Geology of the
Richmond Basin, Virginia," United States Geclogical
Survey, Hinetcenth Annual Report, 1697«1898, Part II,
Passim, Rogerds Ve Bsp 'ROpOrt of the Geologieal
?ﬁa@m" aigsenos of tho *Stato of Vir ginia," Al
&nnual -Repopts and Other P 8 cf‘ the Coo om
of the Virginias, py 03, (herinaftor referred to as
Geology of the Vir nisg) gives the length of the o
ield as abon rby-rive miles, VWooldridge, locs oit.y’
pe 1 describes the x‘ield ag flrty miles lcng an

twelve milea hrca&; .




The structure and geological age of this coal fleld
have boen a subjeot of much investigation owing to the
anomalous character of the beds of shale and sandstono
which overlie the cosls Authorities have explained
the deposits as being made under someshat dlfferent
geologieal conditions, and the theorles on the structurw
al formation are almost s mumerous as the investigations
thomselves; for it seems that oach goologlst who has
had occcasion to investigate and write aboud the area has
held a diffeorent opmim.m'? The geologists, after an
exanination of the vegetable remaina, are agreed that the -
Richmond coalfield 1z of lator date than the great carbone
iforous system found west of the Alleghany Wountalins, but
to just vhat later systa: it belongs has bosn a subject
of much debate, Emmy of tho earlier writers wore prone
to place ths coal material in the o51ite asoprlesy while
the moro modern writers ore more or lcssg agreced that it

is of the Triassic periods

137. Shaler and Woodworth, 100+ cites ppe ULiS-457, prosent
in condensed form the views of various geologists
who have written accounts upon this ares includingt -
Volney (1803)s Ws B, Rogers {1830), Lyoll (1847),

Taylor (1055), Daddor and Bannan' (1806), Tesloys
(1873), Fontaino (1879-1883}), Clifford (5888),
Howoll (1869) and Russell (1892),
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Professor ¥, B, chera made some explorations in
this region during his geologloal surveys of the state
in the elghteen thirties and oighteon fortles, Alded by
now and extendod mining operations, many interosting
organle remalns chioefly of vegoteble origin wers broughd
to light« Those afforded him the opportunity to accumulate
Important data for determining the epoch of this isolated
and renarkable coal formtlon; and led him to deolare
that ho felt "no hesitation in referring the coal of
Bastern Virginia to a place in tho Oolite systen on the
samo genorsl parallel with tho carbonucious beds of 'ﬂ?hi’hlay
and Brona,"138 s:lr Charles Lyoll was led to similar
conclusions after m exanination of ovidence on the spoty
but he ontertained scmp doubt as to whether the strata

should be referred to the Trlasslc or Oolite period.139
Both Rogers and Lyell wrote bofore 1850, Shaler and

Woodworth, who represent the more recent writers on the
age of this basin, state that the coal bearing rocks with
 their included plants "havoe been in recent years hold to

138, Rogers, ”On tho Age of tho Coal Rocks of Eastorn
Virginis,” Coolosy of the nginias, pe GL0,
139 I;yall, IDGQ c tt; Pe | :




be of Triassio égef“lun

 The area has the fom of a broad basin with the
coal oropping out on the oasborn and westorn mavging,
Within a fow miles on githar ai&e\af‘ﬁhﬂydﬁmea River,
where the coal appeara.ba be the thickest, it varles
from alnost nothing to as much as thirty feot and in
some places auen ﬁhickevblhl , |

' Section at the lidlothian Pﬁ.ﬁ,ﬂ‘z half @ mile aouth

of Blnckheath on the casﬁern nutcrap of the coals
~ Foot Inchea

Sandstona and 8hal0sssressosssrsnsesrressd70
S8lato with calamlteBevesesssssnconvissons
Sandstone and s8h8lBscescsvavenesscsrnrans
Sandstone with calanlitofessssssnssssnansa
Sandstone and slaty 8holBesesensessasnens
S5late and long vegotable stemBee s seseses
SanABlOND gus sassssstssr aervsssdnanssvasven
Slate with calamites, numorouBessesssnenr
SandstomP sssessesesvsossnndsansonsosssseni
Black roclk (carbonaclous?)essssesssessnss
31&t6¢¢-¢ntiaﬁgq*¢~##30:aibapwtntéauﬁﬂneﬂr
Eain coflesssssosnessssssnsnsnosnsssasnnde
Sandstone, not laminatodsscessavesserssss
81t 0csnsssrvnsonoosnssssnasessvissavsonnn
CORlywdontatsais asnsissassbvasinsnvesossd
BlatOsesessavra b st s beasnsssnssnensrarssass

Sandstono or grilassssssssssnssnsninvnns §E -

Granite « dopth unknown .

-
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Ui0e Jo Bs. waoawurtz "The Atlantic Coast Triassic Coal
Fleld," ﬂniﬁed States Geologlonl Survey, Twen%zn
second Annuanl Report, 1900«1901, Part III, De 33
Seo also Hoberts, ops ¢lt.s De

\ Pagsine
1112}%: Ly ell, doce 6lbe,s Da 265,




| Faulting east of Midlothian has formod small sube

ordinate or detached basins almost entirei& lsolated
from the rest of the coalfields? These include the
Black Heath, Cunliffe and Stonehinge Bagins, In these
mines the coal seems to have filled up hollows, as it
were, in the floor, boing acoumilated in saucaruahapa&‘
basins to a thicenﬁss‘of forty or fifty feet, and in ons
place to sixty feets The coal over the wiole area rests
upon a‘gvaniﬁe‘fleoﬁ or in aeparate&»rrom.it.dnl§ by a
thin layor of shale or sondstones The coal oesumes the
uneven outline of the granite, and the uppor surface 18
also affected by sinilar unﬁulaticn&, ﬂbouga to & lesger
extont, Thls would indicate that the coal dld not suffie
elently r£il1 up tho origtnal inequelities upon the floop
to meke a perfoctly level surface foy the doposlts which
succesded, ¥ |

The coal strata dips westward along, tho eastern

margin and mainly eastward on the western margin S as
the dip is usually st a considerable sngle, vertical

. ﬁaa&napth, loce Dlbes Pe 326
+ Rogers, Rapart of tho Gaolapieal Peaonnaiasance
- of tz? ugata Virginia,” Coolozy of the Virginiaas,
PPe Uil . . i
15, Woodworth, 10Ce citss Pe 33« |
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shafts from 40O to 800 feet are roquired to roach the-
coal at a distance of a few hundred yards inside the
odgo of the basine Ib is only.along a vory narrow band A
of country that the coal comea up to the smei’aca mtixrallyg,
and oven here it is for tho moot part burled under olay
and gravel often thirty or forty fuob thicks The conl 13
almost ovorywiere soparated inte two or more distinct
beds; the uppernost soam being usually the thickopte IG
is only east of Xidlothian in tho dotached basins that
the layers appear united into one saam,ﬁl-(’ The deposlits
wore never worked sufficiontly %o show whother the bods,
in thg basin proper, are continoous from mine % nim,
but those engaged in digcging tho coal did not think sc.'-u%?
According to Roberts, the once aimple sbruoture of
ths beds, alfter they accumulatod under mesophytic swamp
conditions, hag beon made more complex by faulting (buckling);
Jointing, intrusion by dikes and sheots, and orosion,
The wostward dip bag developod frequent buckling, or what
the miner calls "polla", which generally become further
apart with an increase in depth, The rolls ofton caused
intense fracturing of the coals Faults aro common ower

16, Iyle, Loce 0lbay pe 26l
lll}:?: Woad*?m?@i, 1oc. cit“ D 35.36,
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the coal arom; dus’ not only to the settling oi‘ the
Triassic scdiments, but the wxerlying granite is ine
volveds Tho stressss ariginnﬁea in the underlying rocks
and affected whataver covered the granitaalhﬁ The groate |
ost number of plts have beon upoh the eastern border of
the coal fiold, and 1% is hers that the faults, or troubles
as they were genorally called in thils ares, are best seen,
"Along this outorop of tho coal,™ accordiﬁg to Rogoers,
"thope would soem to extend over @ groat space one or
more very remorkeble lines of dislocabion, throwing up
the coal to the wast by a very heavy f{racture, 50 as o
mlte of the samo soms @ double outcrops"ld

. Vortical faults are indiceted by‘ﬁbe»uncertainty of
tho depths at walch tho coal can be peached by sinking
ghafts ae known dis tances from the natural oubcrops or
from previous workings., 2n examplo of this ocours in
comporing the depth of the Croock Pits with that of tho
vhite Chimney (old Bidlothian) Pits A gheft at the Creok
Mine was sunk 400 féeb;ha the main coal seam, wherc the
coal was followed for fifteen yards wostward in the dirsction

Be Rober*b#, ope cit, Ps 93 |
mg: Rogors, ’fia;;art g;f‘ the Geologioeal Reconnaissance of
the State of Virginia," Geplogy of the Virginims, pe 65
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of the dip at an aﬁgle of twenty degrecss If this dip
‘contlaued uninterrupted, shafts of & much greater depth
would bave to be sunlk west of this point; but the old
iZidlothian shaft was sixnk 500 yards wost of the Creok
shalft and the same gread bed of coal with the gz-aaiﬁa
velow it was reachod abt a8 dopth of 300 feot, An upthrow
ol considerable oxtent would ho roquired to sccount for -
tho poal tion of the coal so near the surfaceo in the wmorg
wosterly pit.lso ' | |

The following renarks conceraning t:ha phyaical propertiaes,
spocific gravity, and impurlities of the cosl are taken
from an sccount by Joseph HKe Robortsl The Midldthlan
coal is of & bituminous variety; and, as such, it has a -
very black color and o brilliant lustor, The coal 18
broken into cubical and rectengular blocks caused by joing
plancs doevoloped at right angles to the bedding planess
Shale partings are more common in tho thin geams of cuale
' In general the physical feai;ﬁrea.wahimlla: to thoase of
 the Pennsylvanian cozl of southwostern Virglnia, Its
specifioc gravity io woll under 24 Tho most roocent spocifio

©150.. Lyell, loc. gites pe 266e-
151e. Roberts,; Ope Cites pPe 112-113s
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gravity testa were made in July, 1923 from samples
taken from two mines in operation at that time, The
results of these teats were rfound to be simllapr to thone
made near the middla of the last century by W. Rs Johnson,
who found the general average to be 1,3 6.
Robert's teats of specific gravity (1923)

Specific Average
gravity ¢

Location of nine
How opening south of Grove Shalt,
one mile mouth of MidlothifNessees le362
Forbea plt, north of Hidlothlanseses 1292
_ - o 1.327
Hardness, a somowhat varlable feature in any coal,
i3 nodified in the ﬁzidlomim coals by the varying amounts
of shale and many othor factorsy The slaty portions of
the coal is rathor dully but the workable portions are
g bright blacks Thin sections of tho coal show plant
tissues with fairly well proserved cellse DBits of plant

stems, loaves, and roots ccour in the cosl and especially

- in the carbonacious shales which oocaslionally part the

 coal amd often serve a8 the roof, The principal impurie
ties are pyrite {FeSz) and slate, The Pyrite ocourrs in
| gmall maasses,; bubt it is sometimes disseminated throuch
the coanl, and is go abundent in some of the small sesms



that 1% becomos extremely unpleasant shen the coal ;'f.e
used in grates and stoves. Some of this pyrite can be
oliminated by washing the coaly Slate sneountered in
the mines of the Midlothian reglon is thick enough to
permit it to be separated by hand and 1s not a serious
dirriculty, |

The magnitude and pe raistency of tho ssams of coal
in the Midlothian area, some from 30 to LO feet in
thicknean, "consigbing of as puz*e g mags of bituminoua
coal as can perhaps bo found in the waz*ld, even in the
old car’boniferoua fcmationa, ara tz*uly remarkable:

espocially when wo take into account i3 geologloal ngo."152

152+ Lyelly locy cltes De 205,
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Henry Howa's account of his visit to the pits of
the Hidlothiea Coal Hining Company 18 given below. His
degcription 1s the most interosting and complete czia"in -
existenco of this mim when 1t was at the peak of produce
tion and 1s t:ypical" of the other large mines in tho areca,
(Taken from Howe's Historlesl Colleotions of Vimpinia,

PPe 230%232)4

~ Leaming that the Midlothlian nines were tho .
most extensively and as sXilfully wrought as any,

I paid them a visit] bub my remarks as to the
management and quality of the voal, will in genoral
apply as well to the ranainder, Four shafts have
been sunk by this company since 1833; in two, coal
hag been reached, ons st & dopth of 025, andths
othoyr at 775 feots The sinking of the deepest
ocoupled threo years of labor, at a cost of about
$30,000, The materials were raised by mules, and
it is supposed 8 like depth was never before attaine
ed by horse-power in any country, Theso shafts,
eleven feel nquarse oach, are divided by timbers
into four oqual chombers. At tho deop sharlt, two
steameenglinos on the surface operate in ralsing
cosls st the otheor, ones Tho extra englne at the
dosp shaft draws coal up an inclined plane dowm in
the mine, to the bottom of the shalt, This plane
reachest the lowest point of the mine, about 1,000
feot or a £ifth of a mlle from the swrlace, The
coil having thus been brought to the pit, the other
engines raises 1t perpendicularly to the surfacey
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when the baskets containing it are placed on
little cars on a smll hand railwsy, end are
pusied by the nogroes a few rods to whoero it
1a emptied, secroened, and shovelled into the
large cars on tho railroad, comnecting with
tidowater near Richrnd, 12 miles dlstant,
While the engine attachsd to the plane 1a
drawing up coal, it ias so arrenged that
punps, by the same motlon, are throwing oub
tho "surfaco water," which; by means of groovea
around the shafty i collected in & reservoir
made in the roack, 360 fect below the surface,
This water is conducted about twenty foet asbove
ground, to & oistern, from which it 13 used by
the different engines, =~ s

Through the hkindnoss of the presidest of the
conpany, I was allowed to descon@l into the minose
I was first conducted to a building where I put
on a coarse sult, which 18 porhaps worthy of ’
deseriptions Firstly, imegine & fipure aboub
five feot and a half Iin halghtﬁ incased in a
palir of pants of the coarsoat "hardetimeg"
cloth, coming up nearly to his shoulders, ]
with legs ue large as the wearerts body, Throw
over these & coat of the sanme mabtorlal, with
& very short aklrt, and over its collar place
a8 ghirtegollar of saileloth, turned ovor "a 1la
Byron,” being the upper terminatlon of a garment
oporating most uwnmercifully as a fleshebrugy upon
the tendor skin of 1ts wourors Hount thls intore
soting figure in & pair of nogro shoes, crowmn him
with a low black wool hat, stuck just on the top
of his head}; beneath 1% place a countenance sun=
burnt and weatherbeaten to the hus of unsoraped
sole~lenther,; relioved on each side by huge
masses of long light hair, and you have a tolerable
portrait of the writer as he was about making bis
debut, at l P.H,,; July 13th, A. D. 1843, into the
deop pit of the Hidlothisn coalenine, in Chesterfield
county, "0le Virginny," S

¥y friend, %gide, and self, each with a lighted
lanpy sprang into & baskei susponded by ropes over
pulloys and framgeworl, above a yawmlng abyss sevon
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seven hundred and soventy-rive feot deep. The
signal was givene-puff] pulfl went the stoame
engine, and down, dow, wenl woe I endeavored

to Joke to concesl my trepidations: It was ptale
buasiness. Rapidly glided past the wooden sides

of the ghalt,=~I bocame dlinzyye~-shut Tﬂ? OTOB gy
opened thom and saw, far, far above, the small
faint licht of day at tope  In one minutemwlt
secemed five~wwo cone to the bottom with a buspl

The undereground suporintendent meds hils appoars
ance, covered with coalwdust and perspivationy
hls Jolly English face and hearty wolcomo augured .
well for our subterrancan. rosearchess iim we
followed, ench with & lighted lamp, throuvgh mony

& labyrinth, down many & ladder, and occasionally
penaetrating to the end of a drift, where the men
wero &t work shovelling coel Into baskets on the .
cars running on railroada to the pouth of the pit,
~or boring for blastses We wilincesed ong or twoe
The match wag put, we rotreated a short dlstancoyee
then came the explosion, echoing and rew-ocholng
anong the cavernsy--a momentary nolse of falling
coal, like a sudden shower of hall, succeeded,

and then all was silence, P

- The drifits, or passages, are generally about
sixteon foot wide, and ten foot hipgh, with larpe
pillars of coal intervening about sixtly feet square.
I can give the idea by comparing the drifts o
the streots, and the pillars to the squaresn of a
¢ity in ninilature, ¥Whon the companyt's linmits are.
roached, the pillars will be taken away. The
 genoralinclination of tho passages is about 309,
Frequently obstacles are met wlth, and one hns to
descend by ladders, or by stops, cut in solid
rocks. Doors used in ventilation were ofton mot
with, through which we crawlod, NYuleas ars omployed
uder ground in transporting tho coal on the small
railwaysy coursing nosrly e1l the drifts. Thoy
are in oxcellont condition, with fine. glossy coats
of halr, nsarly equal well«hkopt paco-horaes, which
is supposed to reoult from the sulphur in the coal,
and the even tomporatwre of the minos. Vellearranged
stebles are thero built, and all requisite attention
pald thems Somo of the animals remeln below for
yoarg, and whon carricd to the sirong light of day,
ganmbol lilke wild horses.
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Partitions of thin planlk, attached to timbors

put up in the gentre of' the maln drifts, are omo
of the princlipal means by which the minos are
ventllated, aided by a strong furnace near the
upcast shafty FHear this 1s a blackamitheshop.
The atnospheric alr 1s'odnitted into the mines
domn the despest shaft, and after cowrsing the
entire drifts, Bad ascending to the riss-workings
of the minea, is thence conduscted to the furnace;
where 1t 1s rarefied, and ascenda to tho surfaceo,-
having in 1ts progress becomo mixed with the
carbursted hydrogen gas emitted {rom the coal,
¥ihen thils gas is evolved in unusumrl quantities
greater speed 1s given Yo the air by incressing
the fire, I the partitions in the drifts (known-
asg- brattice-work) should be broken, the circulae -
tion would be impeded, and the gas po strongly
impregnate the air, as in 1ts passage over the
furnace to ignite, and result in destructive ,
consequences, Or, should too much gas be thrown
out of the cosl when the circulation is impeded
from my cause, it would oxplode on the applicae<
tion of & comon lampe In such cages, the Davy
lamp 1s useds I heard the pgas oscaeping from the
coal malkte a hisalng nolne, and I saw it set on
fire in orevices of the walls by the lamp of our
conductors and althoug: & novice in these matters,
enough was geen to convince me of the skill of -
Kr, dapshall, the company's undorepround superine
tendent, in managing the ventilation,

Some years sinoe, vhen vontliation was less undere
stood then st preosent; an explosion took place T
in a neighboring nine of the most fearful charactor,
Of the fiftyefour men in theo mineg, only two, who :
happoned to be in aome crevices noar the mouth of
tho -shaf't, escaped with 1ife, licarly sll the
internal works of the nmino were blown to atomg,
Such waa the force of the explosion, that a basket
then descending, containing three nen was blown '
nearly one hundred foot into the air, Two feoll
out, and were crushed to death,; and the third
romained in, and with the baskot wag thrown some
seventy or eipghty feet from the ghal't, breaking
both his legs and armB. P& recovered, and 1is now
living. It i believed, Crom the number of bodlea
found grouped together in the bigher parts of the
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rning that many survived the explosion of tho
inflammable gas, and were destroyed by inhaling
the carbonic acid gas which succseds it, This
death is sald to be vory pleasanty fairy visions
float arocund the sufferer, md he &rops into
the sleep of eternity lile one passing into
dolightful droams. e .

To & person unacquainted with mining; no true
concept lon can be forwmed of the Interior of o
large and wellwarranged coale-mines unless by
examinationi and none but a thorough adopt can
glve a description of its complicated arrangemonts,
The art of coal mining has progressed rapidly in
this vicinlty within a fow yearsj but, unfortunately
the trade 13 now depreased, The Hidlothian coal
has a beautiful lustroe, similar to the anthracite.
It 1s belleved that no bituminous cosl unites o
qualities so generally adapted to all purposos.

It bns boon extensively uned in the production: ,
of gas and coke, In the manufacture of iron, glass,
- coppers chemicals, for locomotlves, stotnboal Sew.
and for smiths and forges it has no suporior, As
domestlc fuel 1t 1s oqual to the best English coals,
and far superlor to thea in strongth and durability.
It &8 strango, that with all theso qualitios, a
praference should be glven at the north to English
coale, This 13 acecountod for from the fact that

- formerly large quantities of inferior coal were
shippod to the northorn ports from the north eside
of Jamog River, and created atrong prejudices
againat Virpginia conl generally,

The Hidlothlian mines smploy, in all thelr oporae
tiono,; some 150 nogroess They are wollefod, clothed,
and treated, and in case of sloknoss aro sent to
a comfortable hospital, under tho care of a4 stoward,
and daily asttonded by physiciang. I could not bub
almost envy thelr wolledoveloped museular fipures,
The negroes prefer this labor to any other, enjoy
many perquisites, and generally theo labor of the
wool is performed in five days. Singular as it may
gseen, persons engsged in mining become excoedingly
attached to 1t, I nover lmew & porson more enanored
with his profession than owr conductor, He eloguently
descanted, in & rich brogue, upon tho plessure he
experienced in the mino, Was he sick, thoe pure alr
of the pit~-the thermomstor being aboubt 60° throughout
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the year-~would restors him. Was ho hoty there
ho could bscome cool, Vas he cold, there becors
warme Wag he lowe-spirited, his employment would
bring relief, In Cine, "tho pure alr of the pit"
was & universal panaces, the elixir of 1life, the
infallible remedy for all human 11lds If his
opinion were ganeral, farewell Saraiopga, White
Sulphur, and Rockeway-eyour glories would be
eclipsed by the glories of thisi -

- Our conductor, as he took us about, all geal to
show us every thing, and a determination that we
should not depart untll all was sson, would have °
keopt us thore I know not how long, had not the
ory of "All's welll" rosocunding from cavern to
cavarny echoing in the recosses ami dying in the
digtance, proelaimed that it was T ofolock, the
day's work finished, and tlme for us to ascond,
Glad was I, for although I had gons through dbut a
small portion of the dplfts, yet the fowr nmlles
I dld travel, of sucth "going," was snough even
for as old a peodestrian as nmysell, I returned
ag I came, entored the dressingehouse, ond on
looking in the glass, saw a face blackened with
coaledust, whlch, on a due spplication of map
and water, I secopgnlged as an old acqualnbance,
Being duly washody combed and dressedy; I lelsurely
wonded my way to 2 fine old manaion on the hill,
embowored in a grove of waving locusts, the abode
of elegant hospitality, Thoere, seated under the
poreh, with the delicious feoling & comfortable
geat always inspires when ons ls greatly ratipgued,
I passed "twilightts witching hour,” my sonses
lulled by delightful music from the adjoinlng
parlors: anocn, recovering from my revery, I llstenw
ed to the amusing adventures of Col, A.s [YOom ’
Texas, or treasured up the particulars of mining
operations, and anecdotes given by Hajor We The
musie I wust not gives: heavenly sounds produced ‘
by fairy fingers, are too ethereal to be materiale
1zed by the printer's impl but I will glve, in
conclusion an anecdote of the Major's of a most
trapglical occurrence, Unually comedy, but now
tragoedy will be the finaley sre the curtaln dropse

Some years sinvo, a gentlewman was one autumn

~evoning hunting in this county in the vicinity of
sone old coal-pits, Straying from his companlons,
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he accidentally slipped down the side of an
abandoned pit, and caught by one arm a projecting
“branch on its slope. . The pit was supposed to '
be about two hundred feet in perpendicular depth,
and 1ts bottom a pile of rocks. He heard in the
distance the cries of his companions, and the yell
of the hounds in the chase,: He shouted for help,
but no answering shout was returned, save the echo
of his own voice among the recesses of the surrounds
ing forest, Soon his companions were far aways

- Death awaited hime-an awful death, ' His mlind was
intensely excited, and keonly alive to the terrors

~of his situation, He thought of his friends-~-of

all he loved on earth}] and thus to separate; oh{
_bwas agony. Hoarsely moaned the wind through the
dying leaves of autumnj coldly shone the moon and
stars on high, inanmate witnesses of human frailty
fast losing its hold upon thig 1life, Nature could
. sustain herself no longser, he bade "farewell to
‘earth,"” grew weaker and weaker, released his grasp

. and felle-=fell about six incheés! This brought him

to the bottom of the pit, &s you, patlent reader,
are at the bottam of a long lettor--all about coal

too.
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Amount of Coal Mined and Shipped at Richmond, Virginia ,5153

Years . - Tons of 2,000 pounds
1822 | 21}
182 13%:8%
wzé . 552857
182 50571
= i
182 59:357
1829 83,357
1830 , 91,785
1831 - 93,143
1832 | 117,878
183 142,567
o S
E I
%335 | 5; zfnﬁ
wg rgiér!
012 9%

153, The Richmond Compllar, February 17, 1843, quoting
Trom Pottsville Minerg! Journal,
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Annual P:'dduct;ion and Shipments of Coal frgrgzgiichménd
COal Baain, in Tona of 2,900 Pounds

Fiscal 7em' - J/"/ed J., i - ,,,,C'a»sumel, at_ _:T‘tal_.,ﬂmauut  Tetal Hmawt
al (2 ¢ - Ra«aD.RR i Mwve. Est. 1% - Shipped ... “Froduced
Jcpf 30" } B of;;PrzoJZ;::;:: o .
%thfwae QAtAINcJ '
iﬁfém e ’192500950 192500000
: ) & -
18} | 6s255e57 . 00335100 . 955605 i
18 105383 mm 9.00 1i ,23)3 3
%g%a ﬂ*l 55&%2 - 2!7974»90 131 663-?9
1844. . 8: 2&:72 : 1?;’ :}g.o& ) . 133’ 1&7
1848 : #8993 1 © 120,717.36
18L9 3753436 125, ag 13380143
1850 gwaf;;xé 128,9 8400 138,017.16
1851 .2;32.12;0 + 07l 127, 82.12;
1852 ;% 55. 5 | g, 3 9 37070 - 6 68 Z%
N % sl CBER
s fle t i d
18 21 84201, 11? ?35- o 77«
e 17,2'95  GdlB ilostiy 2 ?so.a
_.,1855 | ,a -~ 7451198 Z,B 20430
165 29,918.,00 : gi -&ZO 3.0 g‘}. 112;731»3&.
1859 39,83)..00 65950407 100,337 71
ggg 32.:3%15,.09 Zggsaﬁ | 1 .n%o gg 112, ’5?;901
.. * )
1862 zq,:ﬁé 78 sig | 131'?938. 1154 ?68
186 00 ests®  7,331. - 6.16 112,007.6
18 hz,wo.oo / 13309.87 13% +20  111,742.07
186 ¢ ’0 + 00 eat.,C 3216*69 120 _ k?_s,?&?, 1
186 55918400 I, éZ‘Q? o 66,272. Sf | 7o.gn 89
%gzg | %E,;OO‘Z&D . gg .gg 8)1533* s %’1@"{3 '
' - ! » L
1869 20:11*33400 7:5 w23 IG jOOBOa% 115,563 51
. Oswald J. Helnrich, " %’asazolc Formation in Virginia
151}' Ax?:ggicm mic’iim of ning englnoePs, mm 157 8,

Xua&‘sa of hzm%m pibat have a beaping vpon pro-
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1872 29,175.00 6,278, 690,36 2,96
18ja 38,925.00 6' g o8 g,,h, - M95'97 '
187 690.21 Iu S T0:119645 83.,651.20.
72 3-08 5; 2#9031' %,706;2
187 6% 3,813.00 53,3069, g”!l le
1877 114.7241.1; 12,127.80 55,779.1;9 7,%7.3

Total 750,217.81 250,725.59 5‘;396.595.,03 | 5.61;7.620.61 |

8, Hidlothian mning Company, oot 35;700 fzms, on an Averago
from 1843, to 18523 bools burned at the evacuation of .
Richmond, - .

be 1863 Richmond and Danville Reilrond, no reports kept in .
gonaequenoe of doprecistion of currency during the Civil .

ar

Ce 1865 Richmond and I}mvnla Ranrcaﬂ, the same roason as

1863«
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Key to Map

Trabues Pites first mentioned 17903 working
1816-1819; 4n 1835 as Burfoot's Pits vorked

by Stanford Duval & Co,

E&Jor Olarke's mta’s‘ first antitmea 1842,
Sallee's Plies firet mentioned 1790, working
1608-18153 sold by Col. Jobn Hoth to Wills,
Brown & Cost vorking 18353 sold to Erglish
Company in 1841,

Gowle Pites first mentioned 1821s working 1839,
owned ‘by Yosely & Brander, leased by Geo, I,
Swanmn, ,

vills Pitss opened before 18063 aperating 1816,

 owned by Thompson Blunt, worked by vills, Brown

& OO0y dater 'by Col, JO}IY} Heth,
Buck & Cunliffe 1791y . first mentdoned 17903
aleo M'Call & Cunliffe 17913 callod Cunliffe’s

014 ﬁite 18:63.
Black Heath Pitss opened about 1788 by Heath

Mining Cos} working 18103 vorking about 1835
by Chesterfield Mining Co.$ working 1838-1840,
1842, 1854~-1868, |

¥aidenhead Pitss opened about 1821 by Black
Heath Co, of Colliers; later owned by Col, John
Yeths wold to ¥nglieh Co, in 18413 worked by
Toglish Co, until 18543 lensed to JoT¢ Tompkine
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and ¥, L. Walker in 185h.

Wa'bldriﬁgef'a Pitar first mentdoned 3.7903‘ working
18003 worked 1830 ns Wooldridge's O1d Pits,

Also nearby: Railey's Pits, warking 1802-1808,
up to 18193 Wicholson & Hath first mentionod
1790 as owned by Nicholas #ille} mw pits wovkad

about 1837 by Mills, Reid & Co,

Unlon Pitar medd about 182? mentioned 1830 -

& 181.‘2'
Green ﬁ@la P:‘Lta: firat nentioned in 3.’{90, lator

B ’:)18!;2; Also xzearbys Mills Croele Plts, flrst

13,

L1

15.

‘mentioned 1835, owwed by Nicholas Milla.

‘Graék Company's Minest first mntionad 1835,
ownod by Creck C’dg} mert Loned 18}12.

lammmng& Pits: owmed by E!ax’*tin‘aamey. started.
117963 atopped 18323 reopsned 1846 by John J.
Worth & 0ou3 working 2848,

‘Midlothlan Pits: openod 1835 by Midlothian Coal
Mining Company; worked fronm 1839.' to 10023 worked
»’3.891‘,; by Pennsylvania operatorsj worked 1902 by

8 Rlchmond syndicate; woriced 1920 ta by Nurphy
Goal corparation. ’
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16, ©Sinking Shafts On yreyert? of the ddlothian
Cozd Mining Co.y dug 18683 no cosl wae ever
taken from this ohaft,

. Sources of Information .
Ehaler and Voodworth, *Geology of the Richmond
Basin, Virginia,® U,5.G.5 Iinetcoenth Annual Ro

Part II, Pl, zxviy S+ Hs Debow's Fap 18583
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