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PREFACE

The purrogse of studying the Victorian women in pootry has been
to find sooe reolation botwoen tho historical womon and the literory womons
Louiso e lorobacher in a similar thesis considered. only the novols of
the day (Victorian lomen in Iifg and Fiction, University of Illinois,
1942)s Her purposce was $o detcrmine the validity of the concert of tho
woman in the novel 4n $erma of historienl foet. &he conciuded that the
fictional womnn was renl, in & norrod, myopic sence, bt that ghe did
not reflect the social chnngé. The pleture of hor acclal znd conserva
tive home 1lifs was accurato, but she was without intellectual or politi-
cal tondencicse ho was otercotyred. In fact, the pomular novel maine
tained tho agtotus quo to the debriment of refowm, for it retarded rather
than promoted changoe Tho worldrg girl ves encouraged to bo rationt
ond quict, since this wan how her ficticnal countorport met the vich
young man and lived hovrdly ever after.

A parallel study of the woman in peotry would be worthless
and impractical because it e nocessary to become acquainted with her
to dotermine her validitye. For the most mart, the Victorian poetry
dealing with women is strictly cbjectives It, too, is limited in ecopo
rogayding the phases of 1lifo it doelo withe In some dnstonces, it hag
boen ncceasary to construct composito women from varicus pooms. The
very nature of poatry restricts the pleture, also, bhocouse cven the

narrative poen is not required to have trensitions or csusatives. It
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con bogin in the middle of a situation without ever explaining the caucos
or decoribing tho rogsultss The poet pay nover reveal the motiven 6? the
uoran in pootry, nor hor destiny as a result of the cction in tho poems
So the pleture of her is,y. in fuot, incompleto and therchy objective.

Pug it ianot & uselésa pleture; it is important for another
purpose of this study, which is to discover whut influences postry has
had on the modern goncapdion of Victorianism.. Thin concoption oeoms
to be syncnomous with prio perfections From the furniture to the tea
party, the Victorien aocioty was aurrounded by precisicn and detail.

By today'a standarda, ﬁhé 1ife in 19th century cland seoms regimented
and lifolecs. Dut was it? Cortainly an orderly society is nothing to
conderm; but if tho order vaunts itsolf to the point of denying lhunane
ity, then the pystom io favlty. A close look at eome of the forma of
Victorian soclaty s well as at somo of ito members is included herc.

This otudy io limited, howover, to Viciorian women because,
more often than not, women are the focal points of esch standard of
livings Thoy sot tho pace and are in turn are the cnes who are foreed
to kecp up wvith that same pacee That igy, thoy not only locate the
narik, but also must toe it. The Victorian Age was not an exception;
the women vere indeed tm center of socloty.

Tho poet's attitude towand womon and their society is an
inportant factor in the consideration of t!m baais of the Victorian
reputation. & comparison or contrast of the Viectorien society, the
Victorian woman, snd the Victorian poetic heroine ghould be sufficiont
to find some rclationship that would honor or dishonor Victorionigs
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as it is thought of today. It will bo noted that covoral major poots
ore excluded, Most of theso arc the pro-Raphaclites. Thoy have been
omittod because their very rurpose was to break away £rom the Victorisn
socistly and dovote thomselves $o the sinnple, direct medieval themes
that preceded Raphmel.

For organisation purposos, the woman included in thia study
have becn sepnrated into three clusses: the fashicnable nobility, the
nereentile coomonors, and the poor laboring olaoge Hithin each clens
the atudy deals with the 5ociety and the real and-ficticnal YOO
Vhen procticaly blographies of the historical women are uaﬁd.. Thege
wonen wore not selected for thelir conforsity to any gattarn, but rathor
bocause they vore imyortant women and thercoby influentinl within thelr
grhoren of scclety. OF courpe, 1t was not practicnl to deal with all
tho wouen, nor in Lact with all the poomp of the periods 1Y has seconed
to the cuthor, howover, that the selection is gdoguate and that addie
tional resenrch would not change the rpoulis of the otudy.

It io impossiblo te talk about the Victorlan Aco without
conaidering the Industrial Rovolution. Its effects touched nearly
all phages of 1ife, from the oconomic to ths spiritusnl. Specifieally,
it influonced the pooition of the woman, for tho poriod witnessed a
cront change in attitude townrd hors This change is not as evidont
in the pootry of the time as it ls in tho lives of the contenporariecs.
The cultural log, which is generally accepted as being In effect at
all times, may bo responolble, then, for the discreponcies between

the historical woman nnd tho fictlonal onee It ig not the purpose
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here, houwsver, to oxplain discropencies, rathor merely to point them outls
Hor is the study concorned with tracing the reforn, becauso thls hes been
dono seversl timem. The Pevolution snd roforn affected the women of the
lowor claze more than eny other groupe The vomen ei‘ the piddle elesa
alae changed thely woys of living and thinking, btut the aristocrats took
little notice. The varying rosctions $o the eontomporary conditions

will be refleocted in the siudy thnt ia to follow.
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CHAPTER T

THY ARISTOCHATIC IADY

4 otudy of histopyr will show that, rogardless of canbury or
country, ench goclety in usuelly divided iato three eoclal levels.

The requirenents for mexhorshdp in the various sirata accordingly dif-
for in diverse eras ond lands, Sometimos the main qunlification for
bolonging ¢to the upper ¢lass 1o monoy; at other times it is fanily and
sooial position; 4n ntill another time i% may be favor of the rulers
and political popition; offon 4% is a combinatlion of all of these.

To define the upper class, then,; is first to opocify an hise
torical time and places The time is the azoond half of the 19th century;
the place is inglandes Nexzt, what wero the different standaxds of living
in Victorian fnglend? The Industriol Revolution which greatly affected
this period was a main factor in ranking ¥nglish people in soclety.

Only those who wero connectnd with the court or were otherwise finan-
cially indopendent wore in the uppor clags. Thesza wore the only psople
who could afford to be virtuslly unovare of the Hevolution. These
people shall bo called the aristecrats.

The srintocracy, it would secm, should include tho majority
of the poople resronsible for the Victorian reputation. Certainly,
the firpt thought of Victorian ingland would include an dmago of a

pompous socioty living in oversized mansions overflowing with overstuffed



furnitures This picture can refer only to tho aristocracy. Thin char-
noterization i roasonably relichle. The aristosratic claea, the lords
and 1ladica of tho Cueen's Court a:-'}é; of Parliamend, was edueated in the
extormal g;mm and the moat ostentaticus of the. in“cézml virtuos.
Theirs was a life dictated by established order. They it vm? nicely
in their highly decoratad surpoundings.

But the concamn here 1 with the arintocratic lady. It was
ghe vho wos most important for establishing tho manners of her class
and time. GQueen Victorla, indoubtodly, should bo conaidercd the primeo
exanple of Vietorian axistocracy. For the purpose of $his atudy, howsvor,
she is not included in thie chapters 7The interest hero is in the wuy of
life of the fenminine ariatocrst. ¥hat were her daily activitiea? that
wore hor relations with hor social peers and inferdcrs? How did she
affect the modern concaptlon of Vietoriamdlan? 4s will be aecn, {;s.mérn
Yictoria rejoctod the 1life of har socisl olass. Hers wore the ways of
the niddle class) her standerds detorminod those of the niddie clasae
It has seemed bent, therefore, to poatpone the study of the quoon until
a later chariars

Of relovance =t thias point is tho 1life of a typical young aris-
tocratic 1lody of Victorian Inglande Such a one waa the daughler of irime
Hindster Yilliam P Gladatone, lary }Glmlsmna, who recorded hor life in
o diary end in lottors. Included im tha study of Fary'a mature life will
be refersnces and incidenta which might not be trus In “Zary's caso but
which wore generally typical of her contemporaries snd peors.

Mary Cladstone was one of seven children, all of whoa grew up
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with. tbair’ttml% couging, tha Lyttletons. The girls wore taught at home
by govermnesses or viaiting tuters zm?:il they wora about scventown. Thoay
roceivod little or no attention or syapthy from thelr garents during
this time, being kept cut of tho way by the various servents who often
treated the girls harshly. Vhon the girls wero not ot their studios,
thay were talliing, drawving, painting, copying misle, doing noadloworl,
or practicing the art of lettoruriting.

Aftor theos yoars of propavation, neay the age of sovoentoon,
Mooy and hor friends "ocome oude™ Thds was an occasion for the girl to
o introduced by hor mothor, whooe socisl oblizntion was o find s o
band for her daughtors Vhat disiroos and esbarrassment she endured if
sho had not o son-in-lae within tvo yoars! For it was actually the young
married wonam who got the attention tham, not the young wnmrrieds, as
it is today. Tho socinl 1ife of the young debutanto thon bogan. O
cource tho ladien 8l had chaperons wtll they wers tronty-ono, and oo
the ballrouns wers complete with 4w0 tlors of red gofas arcund thoe room,
plased g0 that tho dobutantes sab demurely at tho fest of thelr respective,
protective chaperenss Hary, commenting on her first ball, suid ¢het she
was not permitted to walts, and that thore were only five quadrillcs the
whole evoning. She and her {riends also enjoyed dancing the polkas

The ball ﬁéseli‘ was governod by vary sirict protocols Mot
balls, alwayo big events on the social calendnr, wero given olthar Ly
the ¥hige or the Tories for their own groups Invitations were sent out,
sonotines proceded by announccnentss “ho hostess was imsedistely swanpod

vith applications for cuxds of invitation for friends and fricnds’ friends



84 Infinitun, Hvem olrongors apnlied; for there vas 1o shame agaocisted
%sith gediing cards, Yot only wes thore a atrugsle to obtain an invitoe
tiong there was Junt as much fusa on ths mrt of the hostess to assura a
guccosasful mrty, I the demsnd Sor invizatlons to her pardy woo not
croaty aha hired a socinl mentor whoso Job 14 was to securs guests for
the parlye oy or shg, had g lint of young sen who could daneo and who
also would rescue the wall flowew and keap the proper proportions oo
the dancos flocr and in tho dindng rooms  Thase youthy wora, however, at
an advantaga, gines thoy had the oholce of apryoving tho hostoss; hey
dinnar st be sufficlontly sueoulent 40 wareant their subjecting thonw
solves to a Sl night of denoing,

Thess woro the privwato bsllss But those that woro gonl--pablic
wors actually =moro exclusive, henco more deoipable, the ones glvan al
Almack's being the blognal and mont important. A ficket of udrdacior
for a Vednesday nipht ball at Almack's was a cherished scguisition, and
pards of a pooem by Henwy Lutﬁm?t’:, "sdrica o Julla, a lettor in Rhyng,"
pablished in 1830, und quoted by Matthow vhiting tosa in The Silvan-tork
fehosl, eoxplain boot Lta soelal sipnificance.

FYor oft I'we marked how og¢ rajaction
Bas opoiled a blooming nymph's complexion.
A pepond has bamm lmoun to leave hor

In atrong convuleiona or a fover,

I uaivo tae sbories I havo heard

Of what has happaned from a hird.

Hor marvel that a prise which, won,

Is copital, and ylelds to nong

In this world's loticrp--winon loot,

Not health alone, but life should cost.
All on thst magle LISY deponds;

Fame, Tortuns, fashion, lovore, friends:

rade that which gratifles or vaxes
11 vonia, all ages, end both nexen.



If once to Almack's you belong,
Iike monarchs, you can do no wrong;
But banished thenco on Uodnenday night,
By Jovo, you can do nothing rights

a0 8 & 0 » g e 98
Hence the potitions end cddrosoes
50 humble to the Fetronesoess
The mesoagos and notes, by douzens,
From tholir welch aunts ond twentioth cousing,
who hore to get their daughtors in
By proving they are fngder’ king
flence the smart mindatures enclosed
Of unknown candidates proponed;

Hlenow is tho fadr divin ot ¥illig's
Beset with Corydona and ridllises,
Trying, with poreorverenco stopdy,
Firet one, and then anothor lady,
who oft, Yiis rumored, don't asroo,
fut clagh like law nnd equity;

Some for the Pules in all their vigor,
Others to mitignte thelr ripor.

o % 0 & & @ 0 & %
The voinost Beauty will renounce
fler lost imported bionde or flouncoes
The gamester lonve a rav boginner;
The dincr-out foreso his dinner;
The storn yeforcer chnnge hils notiong,
And waive his notices of motions;
The bold become an abject croucher,
snd the Grave~egigrle for a Jouchor;
Too happy thoso wio feil to nick it,
In stunbling on o gingle tickeb,

Such were thoe pressures thab fary and her friends vore subject
to. But thelr soclsl life vas not restricted to foraal balls. Thore
were breakfaots and teas :xnd» laun rortlen and many other formas of social
fe, each with its rules of procedurc. Brosifsots wore held at ten
o'clock, in the drawing room, and wers {formal-dreos affairoe After oating,
the women rotirnd t0 the sitiing rooms with thelr sowing or thele chatting,
while the men engoged in seme sport, usually hunting,

Girlo wore not $:ken out o dinner as a rulo, but ven Sriends

vora invited to tem. Tons sesn to have boon the most provalent fors of



entortaining, from evidences in Mary's account, and thoy wero apparently
about the nost enjoyable form, too, for they wore stimmlating for 211
partskerass Conversation was one of -the sceinl arts taught to o young

girl who thercby becane the epitome, exaple, and leader of all conversing.
tShe not only conld keop up a brilliant flow herself, but she also could
tactfully encoursge others less clover to conbrituto. At other timon,

the teoos beesse vorbal contests, a gort of Yean you top this? intorcourso,
filled with flattery end false modenty. The male visitor had to bo alert
constnntly to prevent himcelf from bedng ungnllant to any of the ladies
rresents The complinents that wore uttered in wogt grocicus and polite
tones vore not taken soricusly, but were passod off ns part of the paxme
thoy were all playving,.

Mapy Gladstone had & lurge cirvele of close fricnds and aluays
noted their good talks. EBven whilo ghe was aware only of tho for: and
g;lmcﬁ ol povernmant and not ito difficultiecn, she was an excellent com-
panion to her father's friendse. Perharp one reanon for this io thoet no
restrictionn were npleccd on ber resding matter; hor fathor was in fuvor
of on orgnniged, dirceted edueation for girls, similer to the university
progran for the boys. This liberal attitudo tow:rd readin: mmttor ws
moast apperent in the uppor clusses, although the reading of novels wesn
conaidored by meny t0 be haraful, to bo a wepte of time, end to lead to
daydreanin:e [eading, it was thought, shauld be limited to studies and

to the ladies' Magaring, which proposed the popular ideas and gtandords.

Somo of the important 4nformation it peublished wuo the opinlon thot a

Zirl's education wop not comploto until sho completed a plcturo that wes



good encugh to be frased and gloseds It also warned youns ledies agninst
being seen running in public and agninat riding in ommitusea, tho foraor
becauce 1t was not ladylike, tho latter because of the donger from rude
male ridem.l Harys no doubt, read her sagazines devoted to fomales with
e Em M we e AR G XD Now NG MR S G WD R NN G W e

zeorge e Young, fariy Vietorion inglond, vole 25 pe 61e
The information on the jadicg' neasine was cited by Se Be Hollett in
hin chaptor on "Ihe Press” in Mre Young'o book from an article by e ¥
Gray appearing in the centenary muber of the Journsl, February, 1932

e groat deal of caree And althoush she aleo rosd much of the contompo
oy controvorsial mattors, her nind vas without an intollectunl adm,
as ghe picked up inaignificant bito of literaturc without annlysis or
improssione. Hevortholoss, hoer speaking scquaintonce with many subjects
ot hove boon increosed by this resding vhich led ultim:tely to hor
bocomin;, involved in iszuog, politliesl and socinle Mary had mony oen
frionda, but she wen proper and did not go into dednli avout their
convergations in hor diary.

Hory did not write atout attending many housno parties, btut the
contoaporary etiquotte bocks deseribo rathor precicely th@ir procodures
Tthe lady of tho house aluays wrote the notes of Invitation, being coro-
ful to includo omong the gucsts the indispensable witty man and n bache
elor or widouer who could conversa, pun, Or write socioty verces. “ho
hostess included precice timee for arriving and leaving, which were
nlvays obnervod by the gusstae The rurpose of the house party secned to
bo to give the clty guost o chonee to rolex in the cbtmtry, tv enjoy ot
hds letisure the property and the sporto of his hestse The influencs of

the hontess wae always folt althoush her presence woas not alvays arparents



She come without £a1l to eight o'elock dinner mand usually to the one
o'clock luncheon and aficimoon tsue “This latior occasicn was striotly
a sccial gathoring end wag very important to the hoatess. 'Tho cuccess
or fnilure of tho houne party derended on the afternoon tonoe

Dinner wag aluwsys full dress ot these or othor parties, and
vas semi~formal even whon there wus no company. Thore were rules on
entering the dinlng room accemin.g $o social runk, and n corresponding
seating arrongeosents funles aloo prescribed the nethod of serving,
drinking, and talking, as well as esting. The bringing ocut of a cortain
vort was the sign that dinner was ovor and that the women ahould retiroe
to tho drawing room, vhere ithey amised thenselves by singlng and playing
the pianoforte, oven if thoy did both badlve The men might stey in the
dining room for sore talt and drink and then Join the women in the next
roons Thore were novor complaintg or chastisononts direccted toward the
servants; all mishaps wore exoothed over ovr ’ignomd. This nt leant was
e vorthwhilo monner to cultivato.

0 adsitional duty of tho oristocmtio sot . was sometimes called
"garriago erxercise,” btut more often the protocol of “calling.” It was
8 oyatem of visiting and exchancing cardse A neweomer in town vas alvayn
oager to belong to the socinl sety but nhe zunt not wosert hovselfl by
sending out or dolivering too many cards too soons In fact, 1t was alvayn
betior for tho oldest residonts to make the first delivery. Tho etigquotto
books, specifically Mannors snd foeinl Usacen, told the women that thoy
should deliver the cavds in person, sending them only in extrens situge

tions, since the purpose of "calling™ wes t0 visite Fach of the ladice



had a reeoption day, a duy on which sho wan "at home® o hor callerse

If callors camo on other days, it was perfoctly accapbable for the ger-
vents to say thot the lady of the house was "not at home.” “hem deliver
ing cards on o ledy's recsption day, howevar, the callor was to ack for
the hostesn, enter, and visits On some oceabionn, nopocinlly if the
wanthor was bad, 4t was pormisaidle to leave aftor delivering tho card.
2fvor a flrat call hed boen made, it was 0 be roburnod within two wenine
If tho card contained an invitation to an entortaimment, it was to ansvercd
immodiately. If the invitation was rogretted or accerted, the nddressco
vas to vigi¢ within o week aftor the entertalimments A letter of intro-
duction gent by a mutunl friend alvays weant an invitation to dinnor;
howevor, the acquaintance noed not be continucd unless the hostess ves

20 inclined,

The ecards thomselves wore amally thin, and unsdorned. - A young
woman did not have cards of her oun, tut her nene was added to her zothor's
ciw:i. or t0 hoy father's if she was nmotherless, in uhich cone 4t was
‘always acconpanied by her chaperon's card,

In rotronpect, ealling seoms ovepdonc, although well intcnded.
fertrude Areds, who studiod the elogant woann through the ages, included
the following poen in her porcentive booke

A Socinl Retcepbion

Flowors nnd condles,
Toathorns and locen,
Namog with handles,

And onobblish facoa,
tlenrts behind corsots,
And shoildors in chavl,
Foch foamalo bore cita
*aying a callh!



Sons and ppougon
¥no've long frequented
Similar houses,

With monndnslieas siutlaor,
Or tonoa affected,
Painfully mittors
vVhat seoma expectod,
Tho hoatess's deushicr
doponses a stresn

Of ten like wabor,
With sugor and croam,
Footriza and taris,
And suchlike things,
T411 the mmour starts
That So~and-po singo!

The yirtuosi

Blurder ang gtumbls

Vrom high C to low €

While walters mmbdlo.
Tencups clatier,

m&’ L!!lﬁin’?!iﬂiﬁh@dg

The vonen's chatiore.

Thenl: Godleethatts finiched!

The room grovs hotler,
The air grovs stronger, 5
And Time gotse longer and longer and longer!

il
“Cortrude Avets, Tho Elosant bomwy

W e R S e W At T KN AP AW DD S WP e SN e G B R

s Pre 191=192,

The balls, tho tens, the week ends in the comtry, and 211 the
othor soelal events fock mach of the time of the Victorian &lites. Thore
Wwore plang to bo mads end custons to Lo folloveds. Surprisingly enough,
thero were alno rules of sorving humanity. It would seem from the busy
schedule of the mocianlifos that there would be 1little time for reform
gven thoush a groat deal was neededs. It would alno goen, as o pesuli,
that tho aristocmts wore thoughtlcess ond conpletely solfwcentored, pore

nitting crueltics and injustices to exlats Actwally they were genorally



icnorent of the situation, 4okdng part enly gradually in any type of
refornm until 4t became of nationnl note. For inatance, it was much
agzainoat the protests of hor soclal got and the clergy that Mary Gladstons
azitated agsainst the kidnapping and prostitution of childrens Hor mne
ticulor generation was prone 40 ko aware tml:,r of certain situstionn, not
all, for thore was a preseribed method of condasconsion set by "madden
amts,” patronizing women who detoruined the zoecinl policy regonding the
ideal of services The wonran vioited $ho village scheol and people
{such a trip was called "poor roopnling" by Florence Nightingale), taueght
cervice and neodleworke al the orphonages, tock flowern to tha old wosen
in the work houszs or hospidals, and ovon visited the fallen or convieted
weaen in the reforzatorics, Hary Gladstons, aceording to referonces
throughout hor disry, was one who nmade a point of doing all of those things.
1ittle of the expested romantic 1life of a young lady of nebility
can be learncd from Yary Glasdstons; she did not marry untll sho was thirtye
oights Prom hor obssrvations and descriptions, hownver, os woll as from
etiquetto books and other commentzry, 4t can be astused that theore was
much tradition involved in woddin;:a, as thers isg todnye The proposzal
itzelfl required an alo;‘;uent’inf:mﬁuctim follovod by a subtle lead and
then a ringe This ip guite in contrast with the practice of the conton-
porzry youth who would not risk the chance of an expenslive ring being
refuszed by offering it at tho swme time ho offered himgslfe The Vice
torian lady would toke the propor amount of time to dolibernte, although
sho had knmown the precise dny and moment tho young gontleman would bend

nis kaoe, snd the marriage plans would procoed owiftly. Plans differad
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according 4o status.

In England there are fouxr ways of petting
married. The first is by special licenas, which
enables two people to be married at any time and at
any place; but this is very expensive, costing fifty
pounds, and is only obtainable through an archbishop.
Then there is the ordinary license, which can be pro-
cured cither at Doctor's Commons or through a clergy-
man, whe must also be a surrogate, and resident in
the diocese where the marrisge is to take place;
both parties mst swear that they are of age, or,
if nminors, that they have the consent of their por-
entas But to be married by banns is conaidered the
moat orthodox as well ss the most economical way
of procecdinge The banns must be published in the
clhurch of the parish ir which the lady lives for
three consecutive Sundaya prior to the merriage,
also the same law holds good for the gentleman, and
the parents must have resided fifteen days in the
parish. Or the knot may be tied ot a licensed
chapel, or at the office of a registrar, notice
being given three weeks previomly.:"

umuunv-_un—tn———&“-—n-

“Manners and Socisl Usages, ppe T6~TTe
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June was the favorite month for marriage, a tradition still
popular, and the time for the wedding was in the morning, betweecn eight
o'clock and noon. The cercmony itself was well attended, for the pair
was usually well known because of their social prominence, end they wore
cheered by friends and adnirers at the church., After the service, the
couple would leave the church in the grocmt's carriage and procesd to
the wedding breakfast, where many specches were mados After about an
hour and & half, the pair would change into their traveling clothes
and leave bin ”the groom's carriage for their honeymoon spot. The carriage
was pulled by four bedecked horses and driven by flowered coachman and

footman. The bride and groonm were showered with rice and satin slippers.



3
A slipper landing on the top of tho carrisgo moant good 1uc§:.4 A quiot
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country home of & friond was the usunl destination of tho couple. Since
the bride was homored for thyee wooks aftor hey marrisge; mam? mrtica
uvere planned for the retuxm hoas of the newlywods.

Hothing hag boen eald thag fapr about the hone 1ife of tho Vig-
torinn woman and hor position within the familye A good place to begin
thia story is with hor nazeisge. Maprlago, held as a onerad and honored
inatitution in which both membors tock thely propor positions, wap bow
lioved 1o ba hapry ond blezm;ai o The poaltion accopbad by the young brido
%m; one of oubaipzions It was her duty to produce, in spite of dalthus,
and surrender herself 0 hor hoze and fasdliy. HNo defaulting vas poraittod;
even tho Guoen bore nine children, And when ancsthosia was Introduced to
caze tho pains of obildbirth, many hands uwent up in horror et tho very
idea of dofyinz God's Will es prescribod in the Carden of Eden.

The plcture of the Victorian man 1o often that of a tyrant,

a Reoverend Ire Bronte or an Eévard Parrotts This extyremo was probably
the ozcoption} there were no doubt an equal muabor of doalneering women.
Hevertheless, the father was tho cwater of the family, its head and 1o
laou. Tho mother was next in authovity, followad by the poverness or
tutargs Thoorotically the children were last, but in proctice they gob

tarjorio (nemmell and Ce He Be uommolly A Histore of Syoswday
Ti"iﬂm “111_ Iavlam}g vole 4p Do lﬁ_u

“M“‘““ﬂ"“”mﬂ““-ﬂﬁﬂ“““

their way more often than nots The lome waz the cenlor of life, of



4

lecrning, of religions The first ond nmost important lesaons $hat the
chdldron leoarned were duty and relipione. Thore uszre to be 1o argumeinis,
10 back-tallkty no fardinous. The fother was to bo sddresced as "oir)"
and conpany meont thal curtsles and bous were $a oxdevre The Victordan
Sunday wan almost unendurable for the childyien, for it vas austero snd
drebe The fenily atteded two long church sorvices and ppant the rest
of the day mﬁm:; tho Bible or [ayedise logt, memorizing froe these
books, or singing hymnse

The position of the wife and mother in this fa-ily circle
was g complex ome, for che had o be one thing while sesming to be ancther,.

Tho Victerien rmateron lived a secure amnd
untroubled 1ife as a rule, wrotoctod by her memfolk
from 81l the hard shooks of life, and exroetad in
roturn to lesve all business end public affairs to
thams The "ideal woman™ of the day waa & nodent,
rotiring croature who reigned supram in her owm
homaehold bub ook very 1ittle intorect in enything
cutside it. o nover moddled in politics or legal
mattors, and che nover droant of clalming equality
with mon in anythings $ho was quite content o bo
& good housowifegend a churming hosless, a devoted
mother, and, of courss, o loving and obediont wifo.
nopeovery in spito of tho foot that she led en
extremely busy life and often had a large fonmily
of ehildmem, che was alweys supoesed £0 bo & "delle
cate feanla” wio could not be oxpected o Lear sueh
nordship, and woald slumost cordainly faint at once
in eny shock Or esergoncys
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Actually the 1ife of tho wife and mother was very hard, since

sho was in churga of the children, tho cexvanto, end the gucsts; and che

had to take oire of the oateringy tho house accounts, and the mureing,

benidos her soeisl cuties with her class and with the poore tomotinmes
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oke was not only intorested in affeirs outside of the home b wns aled
iavelvoed ne 2 writer, feschar, or a meformers The woman was suproned o
erzate the Allosion thet noney vas indtlosse  She woe o aprear lelsured
and socure, and those dutlss rust have boon her foavorifcu.

Tho souso for a1l of ths seting, cophesis on sooied mroprdoty,
and otiguetlte bcmﬁmb wan that the peoople vere moving up roolully and dio
not know how to aot in thalr new positlops. Thorefors, miles and oiond-
ards wore seb up, nsually by the woemon, for whal soomed to be appropriste
actlon for the enfire daye The sristecratiie woman arosae in the morming
in time to rotive 10 her separate drossing room $0 prepare for tha formal
ten o'elock brealfast.. Af¢arwards, A7 it was not o wot doy, she counld
got har excrolze by wvallkding or rﬁ.diz@a Otheorwise, she gtayed indcors
with bor neelle and books amiil 4ho lunch bell range She had o lavge
room otriclly for sevwing, knitiing, and spdming vhore she uculd go AF
‘ ahe had nothing alse to do.

After lumeh, which waa from one o'clock to two o'elock, she
pade hor goclel ealls o visit or norhaps nlay oroquaet or lovn tennine
At afternoan ten she sesved oake and wine, 1f the ccension wan feemnle
Pinner was usually at eight o'clock, followad Ly any of her indooy noe
tivitlion, iﬁuhzding rlaving misicnl Anstrumenta or gamese.  If cha had
guests, they mighd dance or play eharadrs until tea time sgain at nlne
o'clock, About ten olglock she would retires This day, as prescribad
by the etiquette books, wss carteinly onc of lelsure; 1% hus beon learned,
hoverer, th:t even the aristocratic woman had many roaponsibilitise

and dutios, so thot her 1472 was not zearly as dull as 1% would seen
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$0 bos  Put alnce the 19th contury man 1iked his voman ignorant, subserws
viazﬁt, and charlinbla, there wan a cortoin anttitude that zhe did not
mind asmwming boczuse, for ths nost poard, she wae very willing $0 he
all threo, a2t leant past of the din.

How with g relatively connlode and accurste conception of the
1ife of thy medel Vietorimm woman of iho arlstogratie clasa, 1t should
be possible %o dizcern the dilfaronces batwecn and the variations of the
€able conuncted with this aseinl set and tho zctusd rometicss For instance,
1% is relatively 2erinin thai not oll of the woman had 211 of the qualities
desired, but that the agjority trisd to deeelop odl of ihe traits; the
majordty did not want any tvpe of sgquality with nen; thoy 44d not think
that they descrved ite Thors mast hove boon some wmm of tho arintogw
racy, however, who did want to shed the oleak of Vietoriaon proprioty end
exiot on a different lsvel, with 4ifforont atendards, szocial and peraonale
{ms of the prime examples of theue woesan wan Florence Fightingole.

#as Nightingale vas fron a wellwto-do famlly who oumed country
homea in Dorbyshiro snd New Forest bosides thelr rooms in Londom?
- g e

Iytton Strachoy, Uminent Victorimna, pe 135
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Florenea's social 1ife was like that of Yary Gladstome; she atisnded
portios and dances with hor slsters and cousing not only in fngland hat
alao in other countrien whors the fanily toureds It would sgen that
Florance would have Folleved the coclal paitomn, as hor kin did, and
contimied her socielizing with a sarriage at the appropriate age. Dut

Florence did not. Iven as & child she felt that God had e purpess for
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hery and this cuviotion never gubaideds lHer youth vas £11led with dige
satiafaciion, rondlesmmess; and wabazyinoss, oll nodad by hov perenis.
Sha was not happy to 3% with her neallesoris or o Zndulpo in m,im 16k
mare; sho roguired constent activity and often soughd oceantons 4o rosd
to hor fathor.

A% twenbpefive, well past ihe nsual marrying agey ohe announesd
har deslrs to go to Dolishury Yoepital as a nures, with the uitinnto pogl
of setting up a house near hox hons as a "rrolestint Sisterhood,™ ag she
called i%. Fer purents wers ghosted at the idea and rofused to conpldar
it or ovem fallr about 14, IT wun not eomnidewed proger for young womsn 40
be independent, and murses lad tha wellepurned re pugation for being i
moral, ignorant, dirty, and dranice

After thla firvet altenpt snd folluwre, Plorance Mnew that hey
dotoraination vaa piill stroyg cnoagh $o warzant enofhsr aprroach towarnd
her eallingz. For the next olght yerrs, then, ohe uas oubuerdly engagod
in a busy social 1ife bud spont her soure time vieifing hospitals, slung,
and workhouses, and reading medlenl ~nd saniftation reporis. Yhile ivav-
aling with her family sho still monegad to Xeop up with both her privaie
and pablic affairss In fagt, hilo the fenily was in Rowe, ohe spont
a fou days as s Sleter of Charity in a convent schoidy and sho svent over
three months 25 & nursze in ¥alearworth, ihis latier ezpuriengs bolng the
basis of the future of the *lady with tho lenp.”

£t thirtyethreq, Florenes bosave *he guperintondsnt of o chare
ity nurcing home, ier pareats had not given up tholr Victorien ideala,

tut they realized that sho uas old entugh ond atrong enough 4o do an sle

rleaved.



The following yoar marked the beginning of the Crimean Waras
T}w War Office requested Misa Nightingale's services st the sane time that
she offered them. ¥ithin a week she and thirty-sight other nursos left
f&r Constantinople, at Scutari, scross the Black Sea from the Crimea.
The nursea arrived there on Hovember 4, 1854, to find terrible conditions;
there were no provieions, equimment, drugs, clothes, or good doctors.
Florence had brought supplies and money from private sources, and she
bégzm to use them immediatoly. But she goon found that she hrd more to
ﬁghﬁ thon disease. She met opposition from government officials who
said that acoepting charity in tho form of private funds was admitting
that & public service could not take caro of itself. Hoth the officials
and the doctors resented ber presence, for she was & woman and an amse
tour invading the medical and military professions and procedures. She
and her nurses were subordinate to the doctors and could not help until
roquested to. The doctora ignored ¥Florence at first but soon recognized
her competence, tact, and gentle, friendly nature. Sho inastituted now
methods of supply, of ssnitation, of building new wards, of laundry,
and of cookings She quickly assumed a poaition of authority, being
woll awsre of the oxtent of her powers Her will was atrong and her
methods comuanding but ’quiet. Shey nevai' hositatoed, however, to donounce
or turn her bitter sarcapm on anyone. fHer wrath often fell on innocent
people whose actiona, although conflicting with her ideas, were perfectly
Juatifiable,

pedicated to tho hoalth of the soldier, Miss Nightingale vie~
1ted many of the hospitals in the Crimea. The terrible travel conditions
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and hardships suffered on this occasion led to a serious fever which
almost cousod her deaths She refused to return to England until all
of the soldiers were out of Scutard; no she stayed during her sicknesa
and wrote, even when ghe was delirioun.

Her personal problems did not ccaso sa she gained recognition
and respect, however, for she had continual fmda with doctors, nurses,
and olergymens Despite her troubles in tho Crimea, ‘when che returned
to England four months aftor the Declaration of Peace, she received a
brooch from the (ueen with the innoription "Blessed are the Herciful,n
an ironic twist, x‘ér sho was merciful to the undordog and merciless to
thoose who stood in her way.

Hiss Nightingnle never completely regained her health after
her experienceé in the Crimeas Her heart and nerves were spent and ghe
noeded rent badly, but she insisted on working with frongy, resding end
writing, although she did consent to stsy in bed for a few months. Hers
vas never an idle 1ife. Her dootors told her that if she did not die
promaturely she was sure to be an invalid permanently.

Even though her life wns restricted from this point on, her
influence was never strongers She publicized the Army conditions to the
court. Since she was of the upper cluss, hor social set included the
Cabinot Mininters, the War Office membors, and other important persons,
all of whom quiokly becane awsre of her opinjons. Florence used the
poot Arthur Hugh Clough, her brother-in-lsw, as her political mouthe
pdece in parlinmentary affaires. The first action that she caused to

be accomplished in Parliament was the appointment of a Hoyal Commission,
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vhich was to report on thoe health of the Army. Following thip, the Army
Medical Department wag reorganized, and then a Sanitary Commission was
appointed. Miss Rightingale's suggestions were also followed in tho ree-
vision of hospital construction end menagoment policles,

Her laot years wers apent in her rodm. but she was still the
powerful, dominsting in’s'aliﬁ, and sho knew it. Her roputation soared.
Hey illneas‘ was an ai‘fecﬂve barrier and she used if to her best adven-
tage; guests who bogged for audience wers subject to her whime ¥ithin
the confines of her room, she turned hor efforts toward revitalizing
Christianity, polating out its feults and correcting them in three big
volumes. The mcaptim of God she rresentod was not orthodox, because
sho seemed to control fim, too, and csll on Him whenevor she could use
Hims. However, she lost her dominating, vindiotive, sarcastic nature
with old age and beoame aan&immtal, kindly, and gentle., fuzbled upon
being awarded the Order of Herit, she was thoreafter grateful for each
small compliment and favore OGhe died at ninety-one aftor retiring to
her room for that very purpose twenty years previously.

Florence Hightinénla was an effective sooinl and political
foroe within her day, but she was alao an aristocratic Victorian woman.
Yot her lifo vas fer difforent from the accspted way of life, such as
that led by Mary Gledstone. #Hiss Hightingale never shoved ignorence
or pubmission, but did exhibit a groat desl of charity. Her conversa=
tion was probably rarely playful or clever; to hory conversation was
not a gamo, but a neanp towurd action. 4s a reoult she wan often oruel

and pearcastic in her fronkness in upholding hor point. Vhile the reat
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- of hor set became noted for their use of the art of conversing, Miss
Hightingale became noted for her misuse of it. Wwhile hor sisters were
home raising familiss, she was looking out for the interests of their
sons and husbands. Whlle her cousinas were taking flowers to the old
women in the charity hospitals, Florence was nursing these samo unfore
tunaten, While her mother wos fulfilling her sooial duty by making
calls, Florence was bupy with her aslf{-imposed duty of social reftmsing.-
Nevortheless, Florence Hightingale was a credit to her class; her contri-
butiona were of merit. It is appropriste that the conception of her today
ias as the "Lady with the lump,? the strong, quiet friend of the sick
soldier,

Thia is a genoralized picture of her but trus caough as far as
it goes. The constructed picture of the typical Victorion woman of the
aristocracy is jJust as generalized, for it has already becn determined
that the "typical lady" never existed but wes rather a synthesia of many
wottenie Both generalizatim appeal t0 the universal concern for human
intereat even though they nay not typify the real characteristics or
the most smportant contritutions of tholr models. Nevertheless, for the
present interest in ﬁhe validity of the Victorian reputation, both gene
eralizations and both models ere important for an honest picture of the
aristocrats of the period. |

From the available diaries of the Victorian period, it would
geam that & groat sany of the people, including the aristocrats, traveled.
However, & more accurate supposition would be that it was the travelers

who wrote diaries. One particular traveler of the aristocracy was lady
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Rugént. Shs wrote of the $ime che epent in Jamnica when her husband,
84r Georgo Nugent wes appointed Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-
in-Chief (1801-1806). Her personality and hor snalyeis of her position
are evident throughout the exerpts from her diary.
Shortly af'ter thoir tranafer to Jamaica, she wrote:

T would gg;ﬁmtly have proferred remaining _@t
Hampatend/instead of playing the Governorts
lady to the blackien; but we gro goldiers and
mnt have no will of our own,

u«*ﬁ-a-“uﬂﬂﬁnﬂuumduu

Arthur Ponsonby, English Idarien, pe 328,

An the Governor's wife, che was the hostess at sany dances and
ﬁartiea. 411 tho officials of the islsnd attended and lady Fugent, unfor-
tunately, hnd 0 danco with all the membors of the Council. Usually the
affairs werc quite conventionsl and boring. lady Nugent'p comzents on
variocus formal oceasions are very intereating.

But sfter suprer I forgot all my dignity eand with
all my heart joined in a Skotch resl--Many followed
my exanple and the ball concluded merriiy.

4 very large party in the evening and the cundi-

dates for the Chief Justicos situation particularly
endling and attentive. Some of them dunced merrily
on the occasion and purticularly whon they wero my

portnoera.

1 would give anything for o little ropt and quiet
but must exort myself at dinner to make the gg._g_?
agroesble to tho big wigs. -
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Lady Hugent'e insight into her situation and into the ways



and momngs of hor conoclates was cxtremely keens It 8 somevhnt come
forting to know that “apple polishing,” such as it was, was recognizged
ao sguch by at lesst some of the arigtocrats in an ape filled with flat-
tery end propriety. Yet it is posuible to conjecture that Lady Nugent
did not recognize the same sham when it gurrounded her in Hompotead.
Heverthaless, 1t in vith a credible and creditable porson that a pore
tion of thin study, that of tho historical Victorion aristocratic lady,
is completed,

The pootical portraysl of the Victorian aristooracy is limited.
The bost example is Tennyson's Idylls of the King. To be sure, his
legend is Arthur's, but his charactors are Victorians, and Victorians
of the upper class. How close Tennyvson's courtiers vere {o their hip-
torical counterperts is yot to be detormineds The first look should be
at Gueen Guinevere's activities end development through the 1dylls as |
an example of Tennyson's treatment of women. It is necessery to ignore
some of her inconsintenclen, sinco she appoars to bo warrled to differ-
ent types of men in the various poems, [However, it in generslly cone
sidered thnt che was tho quoen of tragedy, the tragic flaw in the no-
bility of the courts Xing Arthur hod continual confidonce in her honeaty
while ghe was just as porsistent in her unfaithfulneas to him. She con-
sldered herself worithy of loving only the boet glthough ehe herself
comnented, "But who can gazo upon the sun in heaven?” So she did, on
occasion, show some signs of humility. DBut Arthur was still not vhat
she wanted and needed; she insisted on moro that the conventional lovej

eho demanded & lovers It scems that here was a women who vas not satisfied
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vith the passive, subservient role of the Viclorian female. Uowever,
being a woman of Tennyson's design, nhe wns subject to chance, for
"5he did not choose Arthuri she was chosen in spite of hernelf; and

10

the result was digoster,® Guinovere, referring to the king,

Horton lLuce, A Handbook to the Works of Alfred Lord Tennyson,

pe 341. -
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thought him cold,
High, self-contain'd, and passionless, not like him,
*Rot like ay Lancelot®
("Guinevere")
But Tennyson was deteruined to uphold the Victorian principle, as stated
80 sucecinctly in The Princess, "Man to comeand, and woman to obey.®
Since phe hao been called the tregic flaw of the court, it
io logical that (uesn Guinevere's main concern, as she put it, wse her
rouponoibility in

The soxsbre close of that voluptuous day
which wrought the ruin of sy lord the king,
("Guinevaron)

King Arthur fell, and with him fell the entire court und thence the nation,
for it is not unugunl for the commoners $0 emlate the crimes as well as
the virtues of thelr lsaders and modelss The corruption rooulting fron
the pevelation of the love between Guinevere and Lancelot, then, led to
the downfall of the land a2 well as the court. Tennyson hsd no pity for
Guinevere, and in this ke was a iypleal moralistic Victorian, since he

changed her guilt from joliticsl treason, as Malory recorded ity to moral

unfai thfulness, writing



That ghe is weman, vhose disloyzl lifo
Hath wrought confusion in the Table Round.
("Cuinovers")
£he was not forgiven, nor offercd & now 1life ao wan Lancelot,
but waz left to her schame at the font of Ying Arthur. Tezmyaon vag of
the old school which allowed choice to the man but only chance to the
woman.  Sir Alfred Lysll, of the Viotorian Age himself, thought that
the. treataomt of the gueon was appropriate for tha contemporary society.
Thus in Tennyscn's poot we have the faithe
less wife and injured husband of our own soclety,
a vonan'e agonized ropentance and a man's stern
Juntice thut is neither hard nor forgiving; we have

the costumes, the ocenery and the dramatis personae
of the 0ld romance with a change of feelinzs and

manners. it
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Tmm&n, then, ‘refleoted rather accurately the Victorian atti-
tude toward women of Gﬁinwem's churacter. There is sore, however, that
can be said atout Cuinevore; sho wags real. Che was not a very strong
character, nor wao she particularly intellipent. She wan a good queen,

a ercdit to the king, becsusa sho was g good hostess. fho wns glately,
courteous, and plenpant to bo witha But ghe was also quite natural in
her reactions, and thie, in & sense, tonde to make her credible. That
19, she could pley the role of the Victorlan model in puklic, but in

her personal 1ife sho was avernges GShe was voin and pasoionate; che
showed poor judgment as & rosult; ehe becane Jealous st the appropricte
time. She ropented, but not until she stopped loving Lancelot and rocog=

nized her peal love for the king, If she had been truly a queon, she
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would have been strong enough to acknowledge her sin without the aid of
an erotiocnal involvament. But Guinevere is only one of the many women
thut Tennyson trested in the Idylls of the Xinx. |
The first women Tennyson deslt with in this poem was Lynette.

She was a fresh, frank young lady, often thoughtless and usually out-
spoken, Dut her bad mmwm not intentionnl, for she meant well.
¥ho would dare to bo bold and rude to Lancelot and the king? No one
would on purpose, e8pacially if ho were as soclety-conscious ag Lynette
wage Lynette thought that the moat iwportant thing about knighthood waa
the nane and that ir comparison tho deed was insignificant. Ao a result
she rebuffed Gareth's advinces until his putience and love lifted her
‘!‘rm hor narrownindedness end false pride end into love. Her shift of
character is so complete that some critics, such as Stopford Brooke,
think of her as two different people, since otherwise it is difficult
to know when she wes sericus and vhen not. They argue that, for example,
the following two passages dé not sound as if they wore spoken by the
same young ladye.

0 trefoil, sparkling on tho reiny plain,

0 rainbow with three colours after rain,

Shine aweetly: thrice my love has sniled on ne,

Dish-washer and b&oacb—tumer, loonte=to me
Thou smellest all of kitchen as before.

It is not unreasonable, however, to grant the girl & variety of paafsioqs.
In faot these reversals of mood make her humen and belicvable. Lynette
seeus to be a Victorian young lady who remembered the importante of socinl
status, was reminded of the principle 61' submission, but comrletely ‘forgot



hor lessons an the art of clever talk.

Enid, in "The ¥arrisge of Ceraint” end in "Coraint and Inid,"
grev consistently from a girl to a woman, A patlent Grimelda, she
socmed t0 be Tennyson's favorite, beosuss he was very careful and affecw
tionate in his delinestion: However, her qualities reaily do more harm
than good to men. She thought that she wns behaving properly and gra~
ciously as a dovoted wife when she remained silent, but this eame silence
encouraged her huabend to becomo tyronnieal, selfish, jenlous, and sus-
picious, little more than a brute. mnid was ruled bj love, vhich was
soon gsupplemented by fesrs Her love and silence were constant; she
knew that his actions were the result of his loving her. ¥hat she falled
to realize was thot it wee hor feult that she had not tsught bim how to
express his love in 8 more acceptable munner. 'Gamint encouraged drinke
ing and telling lowd storles in the presence of hls wife. He even invited
Limouis to tell Enid of him love for hers. Fnid was trying, it would
soem, to be ﬁhef submisaive, obedient wife, but she was coertainly not
getting the protection from hor husband that she read about in tho eti-
quette books. The constancy of Enid's love 1o an improbable phenomenon,
for even in ordinary marriages the degrees and types of love vary from
day to day. Just es people often question the depth of love of couples
¥ho "nover argue,” so do they tend to doubt the validity of a love which
" is inflexible, espo¢ially under the conditions placed on Enids Tennyson
1dked her constancy, howevor, regardless of its defecte; he admired the

Victorian ideal of feminine subordination.
In fact, knid had ell of the female qualitiesa that a Victorian



man could want, and she did not have to protend to have them nor to
develop them much further. She was not exactly ignorant but was without
depth and inaight, for she showsd no understanding of the situation.
5he never realized that shio wan in control, S5he was certainly subser-
vient; she rarely exhibited any sign of initiativoe or aggreasion. She
was patient and obeﬁiento And 1t ean be paid that sho wag charitable,
too, since she sacrificed herself and her humanity to her husband.
Pnid is an sccurate picture of the Victorizn man's ideal of womsnhood,
but she was slso a failure ss & woman and a wife. It has bean shown
that the Victorian woman masumed the ideal when in public, to the greut
pleasure of hor husband, but she was quite competent in her control over
the housa; this, too, it can be asecunéd, pleased hor busband. Iife would
have been dull and frustrating if a1l Victorion wivea were like Fnid,
and the Victorians knev it. Yet Termyson liked Fnid, and this is under-
standsble; ha wvas & Victorian man.

¥nid vas not stripped of sll hor humanitys It iz trus that
che wé.-z meant to be a syabol for patience, Just ao Guinevers reprosented
the human hesrt; but she also was moant to te a vital, 1iving person.
¥any of the things that she did are very realistic. For instunce, what
young girl daea not lie awske at night in her excitenont after being.
told sho i loved by a desirable youth? And what wife does nbt dress
to please her m.sband asi to make him proud of her in publig? ¥ith the
protective, motherly instinct, she warned her busband of h;a enenies,
guarded him while he slept, nursed him when he was woundeds And when ho
was away and she elone in the bandit hall, she thought the worst, that
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he wus doad. Becauss of theso sttitudes, 4t con be sesn that she loved;
her gtrength and porsistence in her love ic admirable; she was always
gezitle and cweet. Her falthfulness was finally recognized and thero is
hope for an lmprovement in her position. Her husband repented and offered
to phare his expsriences, his faﬁa, and even his horse with her., She
s8till rode behind him, howevers
And nover yet, since high in Paradise

Cler the four rivers the first roses bdlew,

Case pursr pleasure unto mortal kind

Than lived thro' her, who in that perilous hour

Put hand to hemd beneath her husband's heart,

And felt his hors aguin; she did not weep,

But 0'er hor nmeck oyes ezme a happy mist

Like that which kept the heart of Zden green

Befors the useful trouble of tho raing

("Ceraint and mid")

S0 Tennyson rowarded her not only by giving her happiness again but also
by having her personality help other people, too,

An altogether different type of woman is Vivien. For Tennyson,
she was a symbol of the sin of pride resulting in death, physical and
apiritual, She reprosented hate of the most deaspicable sort, for she
was falss and evil without csusa. The only thing she believed was that
there vas goodnesa in no ono; her actions were pverfectly consiatont with
this creed. She was sincere and honest in terms of her beliefs Hor only
£od wae sensuality and she waa brave and daring in ber worship. At court,
she quietly and artfully lowered people to their basest naturos by planting
gossip and breeding suspicion, managing to deatroy all sho approached.
She ruined Merlin by charming him into telling her his secrets and thon

vsed his own craft to entonb hin slive in the hollow oak, so that he
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¥ag "loot t0 life end use and name and famo." Perhaps Tennyson did not
have any of hie contemporaries in mind for the historical counterpart
of Vivien; che waa either insane or inhuman; her speech was no more
rational than her sctionss Verhaps she is & warning againat donineering
wonen, including thosa who meddle in things cutnide the home. Cevrtainly
Tennyson kunow some women who it this descriptions

~ In contrast to the contrived cruelty of Vivien wus the uncone
scious innocence of Elaines The center of her world of fantasy was lovg,
and gho was bold in love beonuze she was pure in love., ¥With her flrst
glinpse of lancelot sho fell in love with him, and as & young girl she
tock the precious porment inte hor imagination to tuild on, to pzfotect,
and to enjoy. The evolved emotion was her only experisnce with life and
¥as all che lived and died for. Tonnyson prasented o trus plceture of
a girl beconming a woman; hor love brought maturity to her snd meaning to
her oxiatence. Every action, svery thought, every moment, even the one
bringing denth was passionate and full, She told of her love unashanmedly
end it was never cheapened or taken advantage of by Lancelot. He was
alvays noblo, kind, mnd gentle to the girl, offering sincerecly his atrong
friendship. Hor paspion consumed her, for sho dled in utter devotion.
But her 1ife was not wasted, bocouse she hnd her grect moment of love,
B moment grestor than any experienced bty the other courtiers because
hors was pure. She died innocent and happye And it 1 Sdoportant to note

that she lovea a worsay mane Tennyson trested Flaino tenderly and Jjoy-

oualy; ho ianted to evoke no pity for hers It was, rather, lancelot who

lost the opportunity to live,
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Somewhat like Elaine wan Tennyson's "Lady of Shalott.” She,
tooy lived in a fanciful world supported by dreams and imagination. The
world she saw was reflected in & mirrors She rointorpreted the images
by weaving them into her tapestry. Hor 1ife wae in direct contrast to
that of the market girle and dameels outoide her window. ILike Flaine,
the Ledy created her own life; like £laine, whon reality forced itoalf
upon her, sho dieds 7To both, the death of the lmagination meant death
to the whole self,

In "The Hloly Orail® Tenoyson introduced enother woman, orcie
vale's sinters Hhe wes a vun, and a mystic esint to all who know her,
gven though she was very passionates 8ir Percivale, doscribing her,
sald:

and if ever holy nmaid
¥4th knees of adoration wore the stcne,
A holy maid; tho' never maiden glow'd,
But that was in her earlier maidenhood,
#ith such a fexrvent {lare of human love,
¥hich being rudely blunted, glanced and shot
Only to holy things; to prayer and preise
She guave herself, to fast and alms,

She wag the first to sec the Holy Grail and she turned to
Christ. She and Sir Galahad were the only onem who wore sble to lose
themselves in i:heir gearch and thereby attain the Christian ideal of
perfect love which thoy believed was aseparated from the fleshs COthers
tried and failed o succesd in their search for the vision and rosorted
to meanuality. Their leaving the Round Table for this apparently reli.
pious motive wao the first caune for the crumbling of King Arthur's
court, because the country was left unprotecteds The gecond cause wos

the failure of their mission which brought on recklesaness and sensuality.
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Percivale's sister was a force bohind the movement, bLut she cannot be
held rosponsible for either its outcome or the degree of devotion, or
lack of devotion, of the knights. Tennyson made her human, novertheless,
for there are suggestions of her love of meon before she turned to Christ.
To relate her to Victorian standaxrds of womanhood would involve pointing
out particm,am to prove generalities, for there is recally no alliance.
Any age, howsver, would respect and admire such a woman.

The last type of womanhood treated by Tennyson in the Idylls
of tha King was Etterre, whom the poet included as & warning to the
Victorian mnoclety which was becoming decadent. Ettorre was worldly and
cruel. She used Pelless for her own vanity und bslittled him whenever
possibles She never loved hiam but rocognized his devotion to her,
reslizing that he could introduce her into tho courtly circlon. ‘hen
she became bored with his love offeringzs, she becsse cynical. Hor vio-
tim, Pelleas, rofused to lose tho ideal he had built arcund her. Tenny-
gon fearcd the reforma taking place in Zngland, it would seems ¥hon
women left the boundsry of their homos and took interest in things other

than their familics, he feered troubla.
Temnyson's attitude towerd women can bo sumned up in the words

of Herlin:

For men at most differ as Heaven and earth,

women, worst und best, as Heaven and Hell.
hut ' ! (*Merin &nd Vivien")

Tennyson's women of the Idylls of the King ranged within these limits,
whoreas his nen rorely fell beneath humsn dignity. vhen tne men did

fall, it was tho fault or the beguiling snd treacherous women whom
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Tennyson nover forgaves The physical attractivensss of Guinevere and
Vivien in purticular led men first to jealousy znd greed and then to
their ruin. Vivien, the femme fatale, was one oxtreme of the women of
the Idylls, and Inid the True was the othor., The wickednoss done by
Vivien is Just as shocking s the unjusticen done to inid. Heverthelesa,
Tennyson tended to sdmire the strength of Gersint and his masterful
troataont of his wife. From the genersl outline of 'i'emxjaon'a aristos=
cratio women, it con be seen that he did not group them into one type
but rathsr pictured them, as in reality, with varying perscnalitioes.
Hie tondency, howaver, was to impose his own attitude on women regarding
their worth and position in society. [iis attitude would appear to
repregont that of the typieal Victordan.

¥illiam Xorris planned sn entire arthuriusn cycle, too, but
he did not finieb it., He did complete him poea sbout the queon, however,
and it is interosting to noto the differences between his treatment of
her and Tennyson's. In "Tho Defonse of Guenevere" Horris dealt only
with hor attitude end explanation after being accused of unfaithfulness
by Cauwaine. BShe was perspiring and flushed and 8 1ittle panicked bew
cause ahé know that sho hed to speak in ber own defense. And sho was
astioned that the only foelings she hid voro shome and guilt and not
shock at the insult. She started hor defense with an insincers apology,
for she planned to justify her sotionse She appealed to the sympathies
of the listening knights and lords by compering her position to a tenne,
dramatic scene in which she placed her audience rather thun herself.

¥hat would they do if they were offered two ¢loths, one red and the
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other blue, ono leading to heaven and the other to hell, but thoy were
not told which was which? 7This snalogy wbum geen to indicate that
Guenavere did not know the differenco between faithfulness and unfaithe
fulneso.

She did admit, as Tennyson's Cuinevere axhibited, that shae did.
not learn of her mistalen choice until aftor Lancelot hod loft. She
deseribed her whole oituation, following her progrossions of zjationa.li-
gations, wondering why she must remsin cold the rest of her life because
Arthur had bought hor with his "grest nume and his little love.® GSho,
like Tennyson's quoen, did not choose her husband but, unlike Tennyaon's
queen, she never learncd to Jove hime It would sppear thut her decie
slon was between faithfulness and unfaithfulness to herself and ber
fenininity, not to Arthur. During her speech Guengvere watched her
audionce, drematically holding them and winning them with her theatrical
delivery., She did not restrict her defense to wordes

&nd her great eyes begen to {ill,

% B & 2 & b s

With passionate twisting of her bedy therc:

stood

Turn'd pidevaysi listoningy + « » Eng lean'd eagerly,
4nd gave a slight spring sonetizes,

Hor extreme venity showed vhen she spoke of her obviocus porfoction and
honeaty by saying:

Being such a lady could I weep these tears

If this were truo: A great queen such as I

Having sinned this way, straight ter conscience sears;
Guenevere did not repents In fact she wore a gnile of sougness and view

tory as launcelot rode up at the end of her dranatic monologues ‘lMorris's
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Guanevere did not conform to any of the Yictorian standards. In fact,
forria’s vhole attitude toward Guencvere was different., His concoption
was neithor Malory's nor Teonyson's; his interest was in the thoughto
and resulting sotions of tho charsctors rather than in the romance end
adventure of thoe Arthurien court. He was not telling o atory as mwch
as ho wap creating effects. The beginning of the first veraion of “the
Defense of Guengvero” was colorful and interosting, tut Morris rejected
it in favor of the dranntic and abrupt scone he publiched,

Another example of Morris's trestuent of his charactors is
included in "The Haying of Gueen Cuenavero™:

Tho end of spring wap draving near

And all the leaves were grown full long;
The apple twige wore stiff and strong,
And one by one fell off from song

This thrush and that thrush by doylight,
Through lustily thoy sing near night.
Miis time s-naying went the {ueen,

Bt Mollyagrusnce acrons the groen
vpeah mendows where the blue dykes vero
stared out and thought of Guonevere.

sIf I could get her once,” he paid,
mwhatever men say, by God's hesd

fut I would hold her.* Hore he glanced
Across his etrong courts, for he chanced
90 be on a towver-roof thst tide,

And hie bennerwstaff up beside

Hiz vended knoo. v5ts Hary, though,
When T think well, I do not know

Why I should give myself this pain
About the (uesn, and be so fain

7o have her by me; God 11:; :iagé

I hava geon msny & COR9 o

Ah! and wolleborn too=-if I paid:

1Palr lady, may I bear your glova?t
weould turn round quick and lock all lﬁez
¥hile sho loughs at mee-lsughs sloud"

-uuuuwn-u—d‘“ﬁ‘ﬂ

ii11iam Horris, The Collocted Yorks of Willjam Morrds, vol. 1,
pe xix. Poem quoted by Hay Horris in the Introduction of her edition of

her father's vorks.
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Although many Victorisna of the arlotocratic clsss mey have cxperienced
such thoughto as Mellysgrusnces did, not cuny would admit it. Moot of
them preferred to linlt thelr avecch to the safely conventional, na
Tennyson dida

In "lady Clara Vers de Vore® Tennyson cane vory oloso to
chiding e type of arintocratic lady. Tennyacn wos not a reformer,
merely an observer; so he did not lecture. lady Clara, the daughter.
of centuries of porla, wen filled with pride over hor materdal possop
sions, her name, and her cont of armas Dub none of these thinpe could
compare with the value of the peasant's kindly heart. The yeoman re-
Jected her passes; ho had zpeon {00 many of his kind urt and even killed
ag a veoult of her Clirtations. He realized that she was extremely
bored, despite her wealth and hoalth, but thought nhe could find botter
things to do than to play tricke with the hearts of men. He suggeoted
that nhe give aid to the beggar at hor door or teach the orphan to read
and gow. His prizary vequest was, however, that she leave him aicne;
he kmew what che was doing and why.

The yeoman's comont of the heartless actions of ledy Clara
differ greatly from ﬁm fwkets stiitude toward hio late wife, as expressed
in Rodort Browning's "y Last Duchess." The yeoman wanted lady Clera
to apend her spare time and talents usefully by benefiting rather than
tormenting the unfortunatos; the Puke wanted the Duchess to spend all

her time honordng hin snd his nino-hundmd-ymr-oid nane rather than

bestowing kindnesses on the gervants, ler gontle, friendly nature wade

her a very happy person, easily plensed end flattered. lowever, she
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sndled equally on all; she did not rogerve spealal atientions for the
Dukke. 'Tho Duke was highly insulted that ghe did not treat him s the
superior hs thoushi he was. Ghe ot as much pleasurs from her vhite
mule and froa the sgunset as she did from his favors. Browning's Duke
wanted the Duchoss {o act like & rofined, snobbish aristoorat; Temnyson's
yooman wanted Lady Clara to sed 1ike the Duchess. Hero is an idea of
now the two differant clugses viowad the aristocratic lady of the
Viatorinn periods

Tennyson included soveral eontouporary attitudes tovaxd wopen
in The Feincosa, ¥ing Casa repressnted the "indifferent, half-contemptucus
treatment of the parnesiness of women by the nan, mingled with an irritate
ing profesaion of love fox thm."w Tha father of tho Prince said,

I Stopford A« Brooke, Tennvson, lis Art and Relation to “odem
M e 182

typically, that "Men is the lmunter; woman is his game.® Cyril represented

the romantic lover "who, whon ho loves, idealizes tho woman into the

tonchor of things whioh no knowledge can give him, but who alvays thinka

14
that his man's sirength is the natural victor over the woman,”

Yaid,, ppe 182157
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The Frince represented Tennyson's vievs in hin belief that the
Ran ought to be mastor. He did not strip the women of hor individuality;

both work epart for completion. The position of the woman, according to

the 19th century man, including Temnyson and the Prince, was as a wife,

mother, and nurse, devoted o her loved ones. The Frince corrected his



fathor's opinion that women were all alike by eaying thut he thought
they had as many difforences of chorecter as men dide He agreed with
his fathor to amé dogrea, howevers he did believe that men wero morally
superior.

The women had a still different conception of thexselvea.
1ilia had an answer ready for her brother ¥altor when he tountingly
asked the whernabouts of contemporary counterparts of the brave feminine
warriors in theiy family historys OShe retorted:

“rhere sre thousandy now
Such women, but convention beats them downg
It is but bringing up; no more than thats
You men have done its how. 1 hato you alll
4h, were I something great! I wish I wore
Some mighty poetesa, 1 would shume you thon,
That love to keep us children! O I wiah
That 1 were some grest princess, I would build
Far off from men a college like a man's,
And I would toach them all that zen are taughts
¥e are twice as quick!®

¥alter, very skeptical, answered:

nprotty were the sight
If our old halls could change their sex, and flaunt
¥ith prudes for proctors, dowagors for deans,
And sweot girlegraduates in their golden haire
1 think they chould not wear our rusty gowng."

Such a princess an Lilia dreomod of waa Idas 5She hnd dedicnted her 1ife

to freeing women from

The sins of emptiness, gossip and spite
And slunders

beceuse she wanted women to be sble to develop other talenta. As long

88 women vere considered incapable of more than emptiness and gossip,

they would not be respsoted ag individuslse. Frincess Ide remarked:
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"would this same mock~love, and this
HocleeHymen wero laid up like winter data,
7i11 81l wen grow to rate us at our worth,
kot vassals t0 be beat, nor pretty babes
To be dandled, no, but living wills, and aphemd
¥hole in ourselves and owed to nonos®
Princess Ida felt strongly that if women had the chsnce to
see what it was 1ike $0 be independent and self-sufficient, they would
not choose subserviences the did not have time, however.‘ to indoctri-
nate them thorcughly before they had a chance to revert to their old,
comfortable waya. 4ome contended that those ways wore a result of nate
ural inclination, Ida firmly held that they were o result of training.
After her experinent had falled, Frincess Ide still felt that
she could not asrry one who had scorned her caune of equality with wmen.
She asked the Frince not to Judge her theory by her fallure. Ho assured
her that he wes not a skeptic, that he would like to work with her to
achiove similar ends bu$ by less radicul means, becsusoe "The wosan's
cause is man's.” DBoth rise cr fall together, he told her; a man camnot
grow without & strong woman with hime He wanted to work to free woman
from forms and customs which werc meant to honor her but which enslave

here He felt that woman should be free to choose her own ways. The

Pringe agreed that woman should develop herself fully not only for her

own sake but also for man's sake. Reoo mizing that woman wags diverse

frum man, Le belleved that the two would grow strong togother because

of this diversity. There would be two minds but one purpose, two hearts

but one beat.
In epdte of its wany pleas for women's rights, ihe Princess,

published in 1647, was used as & bannor by the antifesinists.



Ironically enough, Temnyson hed intended
the poem to advancs the cause of women's education
and, indood, hsd hiz treatment of the univeraity
theme been serious and sympathetic no better prop-
agenda for organised education could have been de-
viseds 4 residential college with violet~hooded
doetors, gowned students, complicated courses in
avery subjact (anatomy excepted) and a sorority
motto “Fower through knowledge,™ wan /an anbitious
projeqt/e But Tennyson, firmly convinced that
"4if women ever were t0 play freaks the burlesque
and the tragic might go hendein-hond,” (letter
from Tennyson, Nove 21y 16u2), meraly raized his
elaborete modiaeval structure so high the botter
to enjoy the crash when the noment camo for him to
expose its fanlty foundations and to send tho edi-~
fice toppling %o the ground. As 4 result, the
Viotorian reacding publie felt at full lidberty to
enjoy the beautiss of the poem, the gontle ridie
oule, "Prudes for prociors, downgers for desng,”
the patronising approbation, the generous admirne
tion--gecurs in the certsinty of an ultimato
eolsiveignements Hor were they disappointed vhen
it coama. The couplet with which Tennyson surmed
up hin doctrines was mdmirnbly suited to Victorian
taste ond helpad {0 plmee manculine education for
women in sn unfavorsble light for many yoardgs ¢ o «

¥or woman is not undevelop't m,
Pat diverse v » o

» » « And oo the gospel of Ihe Yrincess was ebsorbed
into the nation's consciousncan——n goapal with much
in it that was progressive and tolerant but one
admirably calculated to discourare any real atteapt
at levelling-up wonmen's education with that of men.
As long as the baeie likenens botween men and women
was denied there could be no common educational

gtandard.1

pPatricia Thomaon, fho Victorian Heroing, A Changing Ideal,
PDe 59«604
Woﬂp”uwﬁﬁbhﬁuwnn-wﬁn
Another question in Victorian ingland was that of marrisge

betweon the clagses. Tennyson's trestment was typical, and he offered
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no eolution. He observed society without giving approval or disapproval,
for in gome marrlages, lady Clare's for instanco, the parties were happy;
but in others, such as the one described in "Walking to the Mail," they
wore not. Temnyeson apparently thought that the problem had no sure
solution. Mo did tuke & stand, however, on the wmotives for marrying
between classess "Ring out false pride in place and blood,” he sang
in In Hemoriams If & marrisge took place because one of the partles
wanted to raise his soccial atmdingr or if a marringe was prohibited bow
cause one of the partien was considered soclelly inferior, Temnyson indi-
cated his disapprovale

Such s marriage was disallowed by Sir Aylmer Aylmer in “"Aylmor's
Field«" 2dith; hls daughter and laat descendemt of the fanily, grew up
and fell in love with Leolin Averill, who came from a family of rectors
who had gerved the Aylmers for generations. Sir Aylmer was determined
0 pressrve the purity of the family, As a result, the dismissed Leolin,
was equally determined to make a nawe and fortune for himselfs ¥hile
he was sway, bdith was beseiged by suitors, whom she turned down. To
make his daughtor more subnissive, Sir Aylmer began denying her the
pleasures she got from 1ife such as “poor peopling,” gardening, end
finally the secret lotters from leoclin. Ulowly she wasted to death;
Leolin stabbed hinself with s doggor she had given him, a gift from
another suitor. Tonnyson vas rathor strong in hia criticiam of uir
Aylners

Tennyson recognized, novertheless, that the adjustments that

nnd to be made as the result of a chango in environment and way of life
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vore difficult for most peoples "Tha Lord of Purleigh” posed as a land-
scape paintery wed a villsge maid, and took her to his manor housa.
Although che learned her dutias and won tho love and respect of the
people, she could never reconcile horself ¢o her new position. Ghe
bore her husband throe handsome children, but continued to grow wesk.
¥hon che died, still young, her understanding busband buried her in her
villoge wedding dress to give hor goul rest. Tennyson understoosd the
problems involved in marrisges between clapses.

Tennyson's attitude townrd marriapge, however, is consigtent
throughout his poetry; thoe ideal expressed by King Arthur in "The Coring
of Arthur® is similar to that proposed by the Prince in The Princesn.
Arthur satd that without Cuinevere

I neew as nothing in tho nmighty world,

And cannot will my will; nor work my work

¥holly, nor make myself in mine cwn realnm

Yiotor and lord. But were I Join'd with ber,

Then mizht wo live together as one life,

And reigning with one will in everything

Have power on this dark land to lighten it,

And power cn this dead world to make it live.
Arthur needed someone te love to make his work worth while, and he
needed work to glorify his love.

what comparisons cen bo made now between the historical and
poetical woman of the Victorian ardstocracy? A typical lzdy of the class
van Mary Cladstone, Of course, not all the women followed the convens
tions as Mary did; Florence Nightingnle did nots 4As a rule, both men
and mn admized the established standard of living., Tennyson, a
Victorian man ae well as a poety also honored ite iis only poem that

suggoeated snything othor than the conventional was The Princess, e
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vag not convinced, however, that his srpuments were valid; so he dioe
nisned the ides of equal rizhts fur women. He really preferred the
women to atay at home and fulfill tho duties of wifce, nother, and nurso.
Tennyson's ariatocratio womeng for the most part, wore submissive and
feminine, 7The ones ho liked best, such as Enid and Elaine; wero opti-
mists and romantics. Nothing could discourage them; they wore in the
best of all possible situations and wore moat fortunate. Tennyson
adndired wonmen who were grateful for what they had. He did not like
those, like Lady Clara Vers do Vore, vho used their station in life
to harm others,

The pootic pleture of the contemporary woman as belng sub-
Jooted to the will of her husband is an sccurate ones The amount of
rebellion from this position is also recorded in the pootry; for every
nistorical Florence Hightingale thers was a poetical Frincess Ida.
The proportion of nonconforsists in real 1ife wns cboerved in the poetrys
the poats observed the changes but did not suggest theme The aristo-
cratic man, fncluding the poot, wes happy with the situntion and did
not promote nlterations. The poet consented to reflect the attitudes
as they arose, but tended to support the conventional opinion. The poetry
gupported the conteaporary sttitude tovard the aristooratic weman, but

it d1d not prescride her way of lifes



CHAPTER 11

THE LAY OF TRE ¥IDDLE CLAGS

The definition of "middle claas" must depend a great desl on
the specifications for the aristocracy. That is, where the aristocracy
stopa, the middle class begins. It hus been determinoed that membera of
the Victorian aristocracy wors left virtuaily unscathed by the Industrial
Revolution. It would follow, then, that those Victorians who depended
on weekly salaries for their living, and vere thereby affected by the
Induatrial Revolution, belonged to the middle clases Another dimtince
tion rust bo made to distinguish the lower claoe from the mivdle olush,
Thore is no cloar line betwern any of the clogzey, of courpej the dif-
ference batween the lowor middle elass and the upper lower class is en
arbitrary ona. NYevertholess, a genoral distinction betweon the two
classes would be based on the way of 1lifes The people of the middle

class, with their incomes, managod to st respectable standards for
living and actings, Those in the lower class could not afford to estnb-

lish standsrds, for theire was a daily hand-to-zouth existence,

The Industrisl Revolution, which affected most of the Victorians,
cansed a groat number of changes in the niddle~clase society. The mid-
dle clesa, ususlly the most populous in any gociaty, sets the standard
for the entire country in most instances; its voicc is the one that is

heard and romemboreds And the Victorian Lre wus no difforent from others
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in this respect, for the grovth of the poriod wes groatly affected by
and had its greatest offect on the middle cluss. Victorian inglund
undervent development and chanpe involving the majority of its inoti-
tutions. In politics, induatry, science, religion, and transportation
there were many movements for change, nome of which wore benoficial,
othera of which wero not,

The position of women changed correspondisgly within thie
society, It bad to changos It was o time when the rule of thumb for
e wonnn wap to supprese at all coats uny si;ms of health, wit, or learning
and to deovelop a strong relationship with God, bocsuse religion was her
only consolation for an unfaithful or otherwise unworthy husbande Eut
this ettitude wns not prooticnl for a grest mejority of the middle cleass.
There were many bachelors in Victorien Inglend (the low did not tax
bachslors). There vere also many supposcdly weak and helpless girls
without the protection of horer and families, They wero.forced. to sup-
port themselves for neny reacons. Those left with fortunes hed no probe
lomn. ¥hen Gueen Victoria asconded the throne, the ¥hig party bad de-
pleted the treapury. She found that tho country was without a budget.
Economic and industrisl diatress wag widesproad. Many peroons wore
affooted by the perdod of bankruptey and other fellings and were tvith-
out moneys They were forced to work for g living and the Industrial
Revolution made 1t poasible for some end impossible for others. Induo-
tﬁalizatim croatednew jobs vhile it destroyed others.

The feminist movement wus particularly concerned with the

position of tho woman of the middle clusza. It recognizod tho need for
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a change in her status os her responsibilities and interests grow out-
side the home. George ils Trevelyan wrote, in his History of Fn=lend:
The sdvanco in humanity, democracy, and
education, and tho changes in industrial method
bringing large crowds of wage~earnera of both sexes
togathar in offices end factories, led to a new cone
coption. of the plsce of vomen in society. The odu~
cation of women, from boing almost totally neglected,
became in o couple of generntions comparable to that
of men. The position of women in the family was:
altered in lav, and wue yot more nltered in proctico
end opinions Pinally the movement for, their political
enfranchiserent cessed to geem cbaurd.

eorge Macaulay Trevelynn, History of Fnpland, pe 61t

The law referred to ia the Married Yomen's Proporty Act of 1682, reine
forced in 1803, giving & vonzn contrel of her own property. Her hue-
band coudd no longer dispose of 1% az he would, Previously, if a
wonan married, she owned nothing; nelther her property nor her savings
vere hers any longer. Che could not write x will, obviously encugh,
pince she had nothing to will; she had no logal control of the children;
she could not -sué for divorce. In fact, legally she did not reclly
exint; but she wes usually ignormnt of thiu fact bscause she did not
worry about ite ~If sho vas not merried, she had legal status which
ineluded rights of ownership, but this did her 1little ;ood becouce it
vas a conatant strugele for the middlo-class single girl to keep out
of debt.

The action for the voting power for women, mentioned by

Trovelyan, wap largely stirred up by John Gtuart ill, a political

philosopher whose thome wos roomplete denocragy.™ ile x”eklt that a1l



47

men "and wonmen should be sctive in local as well us national elections.

Hiis advocacy of women's rights, in The
Subjection of Vomen, (1869}, though in his own day
it vas not allowed to affect the political frane
chise, helped to increase tho respect for women's
porsonal liberty, and the belief in the importance
of thair proper education which characterized the
later Victorian ages ¥ill and Florence Hightine
gale were the two principal pioneers 05 tho posi-
tion thut women hold in socliety today.
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Other legal changes swhich benefited the Victorian wife and
mother included The Infanta Custody Act, passed in 1839, This gavo
to a mother the right to keap her children under soven years of age and
the right of accoss to children uver seven if adultery could not be
proved sgainst her, Anothor legal rovision was The Marrisge and Di-

vorce Art of 1857.

Up ti11 this time thore had been no method
of obtaining a divorco except by Act of Parliament,
granted only on tho application of the husband and
founded on the adultory of the wife. By the 1857
Act, divorce was rendered less costly, by being made
available through the law courts. But the wife
oould apply for diverce only if her bushand were
somevhat of & specialist in infidelity. Adultery,
without veriations on the thome, was not encugh.

If, however, he carried his sexuesl delinquencies
to the point of committing incoest, rendering him-
gelf 1iable to criminal prosocution, or coupled his
adultery with legal cruclty or criminal desertion
for two years and upwsrds, then the law had consow

lation for the injurad wife,3
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Patricia Thomson, The Victorian Heroine, A Changlng Ideal
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Thus it is soem that tho cmuses for the improvemsnt in the
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status of women was the result of several concurrent sctivities, one of
which has been neglected thus far, The very fact thet England was under
the rule of & queen vho was loved and adnired somms to be significant.
Her reign was of such length that her pernistent character and code

of conduct could hardly help permeating her kingdom, The mannerisns

of a rospected person are often aped by people of lower degree, espe-
clally those sesking the recognition and approval of the revered indi-
vidual.

Victoris was possesaed in a high degree
of queenly instincts and dignity, but they were sof-
tened and popularized by a mind and an emoticnal
mature of great simplicity. In bhergself she was not
very different from her female subjecta in humble
stations of life--oxcept that sho was alpo a great
Quesn,  She was not at all an aristocrat; the samuse-
ments and life of the ariatocracy and thelr depend-
ents and imitators mesnt little to hers S£he was
above the aristocracy,; not of its #ith the other
side of hor nature she was & pimple wife and widow-
umn&ﬁ7avhomldhavebeenathminmw
cottads pd¥loure 3o, too, the intellectual and
artistic currents of the age flowed by hor unnow
ticed--except when Frince Albert was there to ine
struot hers The common people understood her in hor
Joys and sorrvows better than they understood tbose
who stood betweon themselves and her, rai on the
platforms of ariatocracy or of intellect.

Zﬁevalyan. e 6924

The (meen was an idoal to her people, for although she wes
not their peer and was not, of course, forced to support herself, she
was neverthelesa not beyond their reach, nor were they below hera.
The qualities that she combined with their own wore admirable, and so

che pet s desirable if not attainable gosl for them.
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From the Qwan‘-a own diary can be learned much sbout her
characters She wrote as a custom and & duty, and to help her own menory.
Beocause ber diary is sincore, unsophisticated, and without protense, it
can be assumed that she was not trying to creste a falso picture of her-
saelf for future genorations. She was genuine, intennoly sctive, and
passionate; she treated nothing ns unimportant or pansés She was not
moody, but she did experisnce periods of woe, wos which was Jjustifiablo.
Viotorlia regarded mourning for her husband as & sacrod duty, and she
could not be convinced that it was an excessive self-indulgence.

An interesting seloction from hexr diary describes her moment

of engogoment to Albert.

At nbout ¥ pe 12 I gent for Albert: he
came to the Closet where I was alone and after a
few minutes I said to him that I thought ho munt
bo awave why I wizhed him to conms here--and that
it would make ne too happy if he would consent to
what 1 wished (to marry mo)s ¥e embraced each
other and he vas go kind and go sffectionnte. I
told him I was quite unworthy of him--he said ho
would be very bappy « » « and waa eo kind and
seened 80 happy that I really folt it was the
heppiest moment in my 1ife.d
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3he was an exéallmt wife and mother. Her children came first
with herj she had nine in seventeen years and loved them ell very deeply.
The court ideals became the values and standards of the middle claas,
not the aristocracy, for the Gueon and the Prince Consort set the example

for the simple, respectable, happy family 1life.
Of course, the women of the middle clusa had neither the means



nor the opportunity to enjoy the diversiona of tho Quoon. Actually,
their suburben home life was lonely end monotonous.  Usunlly they had
one servant, but a grest deal of the work was done by the daughters
who were trained in zll of the household duties while their rich sisters
ware loaming needlepoint end carvings ¥hatever their status, the
young ladies were expocted to run their homes efficiently after thoir
wedding day. Harriagea in this class were made on the basis of eco-
nomics and convenience, In fncf., mogt of the things done were for
reasons of expediency or ozcape with little thought of rationality

or practicality for the future. Tho workingnen got a bare minimum of
education 8o that they could get jobss Bscause they were without ambi-
tion and creativity, however, they rarely advanced. If the girls who
had to work did not {ind employment in the cities, thero waa another
occupation waiting for their service. As Clara Middleton said to |
Laotitia Dale in Georgse Meredith's The Izoiat, coquettes were forced
by their Camilies, by society, and by thoir own femininity, into posi-
tions of insacurity. fThey had to capture men because there was nothing
else for thes to doj and onca the girls had laid the trap, they could
not aveld their own prey.

At least two different types of middle-class existence were
satirived in Punch. Charles Keena treated the middle cless immortalized
by Dickens and scorned by ¥atthew Arnold, that of the self-sufficlient,
pompous codger who accepted bis place in 1life. George Du faurder pic-
tured, on the other hand, the olaps-conscious middle class, dependent

rather than sufficient, ashamed if they were not successful in appearance



51

since they were always trying to convince ench othor that thoy were suo-
cenafully plsying the parts that they wore inadequate for. And Junch had
many characterizations of henpecked husbands like those §n the contem-
porary novels: Bishop Proudie in Trollope's Barchoster Towers and Joe

Gargery of Dickens' Grest Fxpoctations. Becsuse of the routine of the
middle-plass 1ife, it is understundadble why the paople took Queen Vio-
toria for their model; she added 8 sense of glamour to their own dull
lives, Her life wns probably the publioized end remembored standard,
for surely there were mny diverpences of character in the middle class
in 19th century England. Since the middle clesss consisted of such a great
minber and variety of people, it is difficult to say that one is typleal
and another is not. If a norm wore determined, thers would be a greuter
degrea of divergence from it than there was from the norm of the aristocracy.
One extrese of the middle-class standards was Hary Ann Svans
(George Fliot)s Mary Amn had two qualities that drove her all of life:
anbition and intellect. Thess led her to determine a specific philoo-
ophy and then to Iol}.oé it. She was also very passicnate, and thie
charscteristic implemented itrelf throughout her life. &he longod for
approval and affection from her mother, who preferred the other two
children. She tried to please bor in many wayp, but sll failed; she
was too olever %o be understood. Hor family hold the socisl position
of the country working people, and it was their customs and spoech habits
that Mary Ann took to school with her in Coventry when she wns thirteen.
She became aware of her inferior dialect end manners and iried to imw

prove, because all she desired st this point was accoptancas The result
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of her efforts end failures, however, was lifelong stiffness in companye

In ber maturity, Fiss Evano was tolerunt, generous, and polite,
even to those who dealt harshly with her, But her passion was still
without an outlet. Her appearance thwarted her attempts to be seduc—
tive; =0 she could not be the coquetts of her generation. Her ewotions
‘led her to drift from one project to another in search of satisfaction.
This type of life wes not conaidered reapectable. VWhen sho wes twenty-
four, she had her first love affair, with & man vho was sixty-two.

Hor second affair, at thirty, wus more sericus, but it was with s younger
family msn.

She was very dependent on men, and she roalised it. She hed
been 8 staunch Christian, but che found that the abstractions at the
basis of the faith were not solid enough to sutisly her. 5he therefore
placed her faith in man. In ber stories, she wrote about her first loves
and alwaye pictured the girl ss being youngs She felt that any love
engaging older people hnd to be successful and must, conscqguently, be
entertained with csution by thae people involved. This was hor attitude
toward herself and George Lewos. In her books she presched what she
felt the tvo of them must adhere to; fallure meant ruln for her. The
union of the two, however, was very harmonious. They were drawn together
by similar intellectual syrpathies, by nssculine firmness, and by a son~
pitivity to external influences that they both felt. Both had expori-
enced \msuécessful love. lewes wife wos insane. Both were poor, tal-

ented, and genercus, and their union was one of understanding and sym-

pathy. Hary Ann's pen naze is indicative of the large degree of respact
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and gratitude she had for George lewves. The first name was an obvious
adoption, and the second was & kind of acrostic for "to L. I owe it.”
Zveryone knew thuat the two lived together,
Ceorge Eliot was the feithlul wife of cne
man ¥ho was not her husband. Had she been a nobody
or & mediocrity, the world , « . would have frownad
s+ » o » liespoct for her was strong; regret that
there should be any blemish in her 1ife was keen;

there wes possibly some pity for her, which she
would have rejected + + ¢ o

aonﬁusnunmq‘»ﬂ-‘q—u—-»m

George W. Smalley, London letters, vol. 1, p. 244.

Misg Evans did not care for soclety and thus was rarely seen
in it. She was shy in public becsuse she wes awkward, espccially in
feminine etiquette, and she knew it. 7o engege her in talk was more
1like listening to o sermon than it vas taking part in a conversation.
'Her passicns and her ambitions wers at last satiofied, howevor, and
sho no longer sought approval. &ho needed no justification of her life
other than hor own, and so she wes huppy livirg outside the bounds of
the society she had so long atrived to please. And ironically enough,
it was thic sams godoty that came to hier and ssked for her membership.

Oarriet Martineau was another nonconformiast to the Victorian
middle-clase standard.  She, like Mary Ann Ivans, had an unhappy child-
hood. She recorded only two cccugions when sympathy was extended to
bor, only one of thase from her parents, whon she hsd an earsche.
Rathor than resorting to tricke to gein approval, Harriet robelled by
running avey several times, by telling preposterous lies, and by building

up an extrese hate for her mother. She became desf in her early tecns



and thereby had to give up her chance of bocoming a great musiclen.
The mental enguish she suffored et first changed to acceptunce, then
courage, and then pelf~confidence, She would engage in nothing thst
made her dependent on others. Since sho could not develop her emo-
tions and affoections, she developed bhor mind. She studied French,
mupic, latin, the classice, history, poetry, and politics. iler studies
in religlon and philosophy were tainted by her owm egotisn, because
sho discarded what she could not understand.

8ho carried an ear trumpet most of her life. "dhcn che bad
becone fumous, she carried two to dinner parties, throwing one at the
speaker for him to talk into until he bored kLor or sho hud something
botter to say. Vvhon theae mony occusions arose, che retrieved her horne
She asked for ne sympathy, for she rather enjoyed her troubles and her
quarrcls. Sho wag conceited and even abrurd at times, but always cou-
rageous and persistent. Convinced of her importance, she expected, and
received, reopecte

Twon though ohe was born of the middle class, !Mas Fartineou
was rocognized and accaoptad by the uprer clags. Convention required
her to tuke her mother with ber when she moved to London; however, she
always resonted this iaposition on her vill., Heving an approved gusrdian
with her sesaed to bo the only conventicn she followed; she slways re-
fused to live by the accspted stondords. It was a deliberate attempt
to flout society and boost her ego. Zhe turned down many invitations
and mado it nown that a person working for the public good had not the
time for such Victorian social habdits as meking czlls and accepting dull

invitations.
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Harriot's separation from hor mother was necomplishad in three
steps. First, she took an Zmerican tcur, leoaving hor mother in lLondon.
She and her faslly wore Unitarians, end while in America, she net with
Unitarian sbolitionists, consldoring herself in danger of being hanged
bocause of these assogiations. Uzon her return to london, she was hose
pitnlized with an abdominal tumor and was again without tho companionship
of her mothaers The final stop of separation was taken five years luter
when che declared heraslf cured by nognarisn. To take up mesmeriem, of
course, she had to denounce her former rolisious bellefs. Her mother
found it impoasible to live with an infidel; no Harriet uns at lust rid
of the mother who did not deserve hoy daughter's vwrathe Harriet, however,
aloo saorificed the strong friendnhip with har beloved brother James, a
Unitarien minister, 2 philosopher, and an author.

¥hile loudly profesning and spreading mesnordsm ten years
later, Harriot had a recurrencs of her stomach trouble. Che was told
by the doctors that it was tho same illness, thut its provious apparent
caessation had beén only a ahift to a lens botharsome area. The had
not been cured by megzerism, but sho could not adait her own falli-

bility, nor could she diacwn Atkinaon, the rogmerist with whon she had

callaborated in writing lLetters on the Laus of Manls Faturo and Develop-
ment. She therefore announced that nhe wea dying from heart troublo,
and she pet cut to do szo, but it tock her fwenty-one yesrs.

[farrtet Mortincoy/ advocated philenthropy
her 1 and proceeded to orgnnize her own village
g{' Amblﬁggéo. Thero, 83 its chiritable dictator,
she forcibly improved the minds of hor maida; pluced
her library at the disposal of deserving villagers;



provided the mick with nourishing invalid foods;
forned a building society; and delivered lectures
on domestic economy, ethics of communal housa-
m&iﬂgg politics, hygiene, emigration, histocy
ani above all, teamperance.

#iss ‘artinesu achieved her greatest
euccess with her lectures on drink, at which she
shoved coloured prints of the stomach, demon~
strating the progress of disease in a drunkard'e
interiore Ii is recorded that for 80 minutes
she held a "closely packed audience breathlessly
attentive--the only interrupiion coming from a
young zan who staggered out and fainted at the
do0r ¢ » -"7
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Harriet was obstinate and proud, but also busy and cheeriul,
for ahe knew that no one dared to interfers with her activitiea or
guestion her methods. Ghe wus power{ul and she loved its for polit-
fcal reasons she refused a crown pension three different times; however,
sho accopted 1,400 pounds from private subscriptions She did not believe
in wozen's rights, but thought that thoy would cume when women were edu-
cated enough to deserve them. GShe declared herself a meamerist, en nbo=-
litionist, and an infidel; and in each csse she was a deviator from
the middle-class noram, or irom any Victorian norm. Her life was any-
thing tut dull and mﬁtine. But she was respected, not because she was
popular but because she was powerfuls bLoth she and Jeurge ilioct were
acoopted by society not becsuse of the lives they led, but becausa of
their literazﬁ contributions to thut soclety.

& third rebellious woman of the Victorian middle class was

Francos Trollope, mother of anthony. Her boginnings wera veory conven-

t:lbnal. but her msture.yesrs were note GShe was tha duughter of a vicar
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of Heckfield and ¥attingly. A3 & properly educated young pirl of her
class, she was tzught how to rerform all the houschold duties and how
to gpond hor leisure time. ohe was always & wit and & mimic.

After she married Thomes Trollope, her independence became
more obvious. che was a devoted rother, but not truly o lovel wife,
Her love for her husband was not complete becsuso he did not approve of
her and ghe did not respect time In fact, she ridiculed hia quirks to
the children, oaling him and his plans very laughable, She seomed to
encoursge some of hie projects so that she could meke fun of him bofore
the children. She took 4t upon hersslf to save the family financially,
znd more thin once she kent then out of debtor's prison. She had intepge
rity and couragﬁ and vas a hard worker. Che took to writing to make
woney for the family, end as n result wrote entirical poems and travsl
bocks, besides thirty-four novels. 35he seemed to work beat under pres-
sure, and she hud many cuch occagiona when che wus working to keep the
femily esolvaont. She would desert bor husband and inthony to go off and
do her work. . She thought that these separations would ultimately
bring hor and her husband clesor tozether.

*any of her scharss to make nonoy failed, but her induatry
and ambition kipt her cheerful ond undaunted. the clways hsd new ideas
to try. She wont to America determinad to 801l art objects to the
bsckvoodsmen in Cincinnsti. Often hor projects wore eimed toward social
reform, just oo some of hor novels wore. She joined others in founding
& colony in the United stetos for ensneipated slaves.  She also plenned

a commmnistic colony for whito people of the cultured cless. Yach was
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to contribute £200 a year for commmity expenses. Mer success in Aneriea
ves plight, howover, beoause, while che was nway from her coleny, her
nale deputics triod to promote free love.

Although her exploits were fontastie and szmoing, hor poraiste
ence and energy are admirsble, ‘er hughand could not control her; ror
even when she wag punished, she had too nuch vitality to be ropantsnt
long. Hor relationship with hor husband was wmmuale

I1l«ratched £ troy were, neitber could

have found a better mate. iller reatless brilliance

would hava polishad to nothingnoss ¢ wesk wman; his

fercoious {rritability have crushed or driven to

fury & lesser wonen. They had not been hapry, but 8
thay had achioved more then eithor of them imagined.
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Frances 2ilton Trollore wesn not ¢ typleal Victorian wonan,
for despite her charm and decp mothorly instinets, che wss .o noncon-
formist. She treveled all over furope and to the United States withe
cut her hustand. She agttatad for lidveraliom untll she experienced
American demoorncy, tnd then she bocane a Tory. ler fanily certainly
did rot lend the afnmple, happy houe 1ife experienced by the queen and
hor Prince.

Arother unususl middle-clacs family in Victorisr Enclond wns
found on ¥impole Street, for this is where Mdward Iarrott end his
twelve children lived, lde wife Mary, who had submitted to hor obsti-
nate hashand, died whon Tlirzabeth wac twenty-two. Chortly after her

death, elavory wes abolished in Fngland, excert in the RBarrett houschold;



Hre Barrott completely dominaied the chdldron, A1l of the sons did

the work that thelr fother hud plunned for thems tYhon bic wife died,

be disaisged sex froum kis own life and from the lives of his offsyrings
He refused cven to exhibit any signs of love or tendortess or approval
wvithin the fasily, though he d4d show pride in Sldzebeth's carly nttempts
et pootry.

£lizabeth alusys hoped thul ber futher loved her; she could
not atop loving him, or pexhaps pitying hise Fut he did not love her,
she found; he oald that he preferred her doud to digobelient. Le
refused his children's requests and denied then thedr due for no other
reason than to prove his cuthosity. Luring weein of nilerice he vould
not answer their vimplest questiong Wt roquired their utmost sudbser-
vienca and attention. Heo wuy oo extromely proud man end his actiona
vore a direct rcbollion sgudnst rde own chilghoods His father had
driven his mother into ralfuge witl her futher,

Fdwerd, whose standards had alvays been cxucting, was ropelled
by his fsther's conduct. He even dropped his father’s nuse, vhich wan
¥oulton. Jince ho lived by tho faulty logzlc of "I only want what is
right, so whet I wunt is the only right,” he hud no doubts thol what
he was doing was progor =nd Justs fis children did doubt, huwover,
but were afraid of open rebellion; zo they kid their feelings from

tedr father and confided in euch othor,

£lizabeth dld not divuige hor plans of eloping with xobvert
browning to hor slsters end trothors; she kney thai they weuld not

lie to thoir fothor and she did not want them 1o suffer ufterwurds for
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having known and not told. Eligabath did not want to leave hor father
in that way; tut she had no other cholce, for he would not listen to
her. After she had left, sho wrote persistontly, hoping he would give
in and show some aign of emotion, oven £f it wam not affection; but he
sent back all of her letters, unopened. This procedure wont on contine
ually the last oleven years of his life and Eligaboth nover received
any saticfaction. Fdwerd Barrett wns an unusually hard and stubborn
man, uwnique in any society. It is amazing how he could have lived so
long with svov‘mb youth and 1ife arvound him and not show any signs of
husanity. The Barrett household was an example of the mastorful father
dominating to an extromo.

A quick look at two other typss of women of the Victorian
middle olass will help complete the view of Fnglish life. Moot of the
diaries written in the period were, as hes becn noted, written by
travelers. A large percentage of the remaining diaries were kopt by
Cuakers and were, therefore, mainly introgpective. One such diary
vas kept by Elizabeth Fry from the age of sixteen until her death.

In 1797, at sixtoen, Ellzaboth wrote:

1 foel by experience how much entoring

into the world hurts mo; worldly company I think

naterially injures; it excites a false stimlus,

guch a love of pomp, pride, venity, jealousy and

azbition; it loads to’think about dress and such

trifles and when out of it we fly to novels and 9
scandal or something of that kind for entortairment,

At paventeen,

I have known my Taults and not corrected
them end now 1 am determined I will once more try
with redoudbled ardour to overcome my wioked
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inclinationn; 1 must not flirt; I must not ever be
out of temper with the children; 1 must not cone
tradict without a cause; I must not mump vhen ny
siaters are liked and I am not; I must not allow
mynelf to be angry; I must not exaggerato which I
am inclined to do. I must not give way to luxury,
I must not be idle in mind, I must try to give way
to evary good fesling and overcome every bad.

I find it eanler to acknowledge my vices than my
follies,

I fool I an a contemptible fise lndy. Yay 1 be
prasarved from continuing so.
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Arthur Ponmonby, Bnglish Dlaries, pe 322.
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Elizabsth was one of tielve children, At tventy, after mease
uring the spiritusl values of marrisge, ohe married and subsequently
becane the mother of eleven. She raised her children with a dogree
of hardneas, feeling that to0 much care and tenderncss given to a child
led to weanknass of character.

Elizabeth carried on o groat correspondence zll over the
world regarding prison reforms and prison schools. As o result, she
received auch publicity, which she deplored, and mot the (ueen, which
meant dihners and other functions; she even had t0 have her portrait
painted. All the fame and success which came hor way, however, did not
change her devotion or her purposes. She used all opportunities, even
if they in themnelves were distanteful to her, to thelr greatest advan-
tages in fulfilling her sdmirable goals. HMany piddle~class Victorians
1ived s Elizabeth Fry did; it is too bad that these people are not

ansociated with the contemporary impression of Victorianiem.
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Another lady worthy of consideration is Fanny Kemdble (Mra.
Butler), an actress, Her father, 6lgo an sotor, was Charles Kemble,
Fanny vas very well educated for her time and station; she had a dig-
tinct apprecintion of axt end lltorature and could discuss them at
length, After she left her husband, a Southern planter, she becanme
& Shskespearean reader. Whan she was not rehoarsing, she, like any
respactable young Victorian, was riding, reading, singing, embroi-
doring, sketohing, or learning Gormans She wrote in hor diary one

eveningt "Came home at nine, tea'd aud sat embroidoring till twelve

o'clock, industricus little me." "
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Very religious, she was a rogular churchegoers

I heard sbout as thorough a cock and bull
sornon &g over I hope to be edified withals What
ghameful nonsense the man talked! and all the time
protending to tell us what God had done, what lle
was doing, and what He intended to do nexly as if
he want up into heuven and saw what was going on
there svery five minutes.!

It had not beenwry long before Fanny's goneration that the
actreas was conaiderod a woman of disrepute. If any such feelingo
exiasted in Famny's surroundings, she did not aecm sware vof then, nor
did she have any ideas coinciding with the feminiat reforme She was
a proper Victorian, greatly amused at tho American idea of equality.

1 promiscd him never to walts egain
except with a woman or my brothers « « « After
all t'is not fitting that a man should put his
arm eround one's waint whethor one belongs to
anyone but one's self or note ‘'Tis much against



63
vhat I have always thought most pecred--the digﬁty
of & woman in hor own eyes and those of others.

Jbidey pe 3744
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7o Fanny, hor profession was a great art, often lost on the
audience. She was her own most demanding critic. Because she was such
a perfectionist in her standards for her work and her life, sho was
very influential in ruising the status of the actresss 5he became a
working voman acceptable to the strict Victorimns, just as acceptable
889 the many vho wrote to supplement the fanily incomo.

‘ﬁany girls of the Victorian middle class took positions in
the homes of othars. One such was Alisop Cunningham, the nurse of
young Robert Lewis Steveneon. Wnile the fanily was traveling on the
continont in 18635, Cummy wrote & journal to Cashie, the nurse in the
home of ¥r. David Stevenson, vhose daughter Bossie Btevenson was on the
trip. Cummy was employod by #r. Thomas Stevenson, a lighthouse engie
neor, when Hobort Lewis, called Lewis, was eighteon months old. Cummy
and tho boy became very close during the years. lewls was physically
hendicapped tut extremely intelligent.

Ono entry in Cummy's diary, written in Dover, noted that

1 had my dinner downstairs with people I

nevar say before. I'd rather not take anything

than go among them tonight againe. I do not know

a groat deal of what they say, which makes mo mOre

backward. Miss Stevenson /Bensig/ and I slept in
the same bedroom in London, and we have the same

heresie
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alison Cunninghan, Cunmy's Diary, Pe 4.
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Cumiy's position, thon, was as the devoted and much loved
family help who knew her place and was antiasfied with it; Ye can tell
more atout the typa of pergon ghe was and the things che was used to
from other selections in her journal. Sho mentioned tho cleanliness of
the rooms in Amiens, and eapecislly noted, for Cashie, that a man entered
the bedrooms to eapty the slops and thought nothing of it. She desoribed
a8 dinnor in Paris, msking a opecial point of the fact that she got a
table napkine. At no place did she ecat with the family. Che knew her
Bible very woll and continually quoted from it; howevor, she was put to
shame by the earneatness of the worshippers in a Parisian churchs fThe
firat thing she noticed whorever she was was the clothes; khsr deacrip-
tions are delightful. She knew that Cashie would be interested, too.

She was a very sincere and simple porson, wollegulted for her

position. In Harseilles she wrote:

I thought Af you had only been beside me
to enjoy &t with we, T make all kinds of funny nie-
token with tho French people, ¥e gonernlliy cnd in
taking a hearty lsugh at each others ira. Gtevenson
hao been coughing o good deal; 0, I wish 1t would
leave her! O Cashie, woman I think I love her more
than over nov when I am with her in s foreign land.
Bessle is very kind and thoughtful about me. G&he
is a nice girl, I oball not soon forget her kindness
to me. Doth Hre S. and my dear bit Low are keeping

very well.

1 am often beside you and Aguie, I mcan in
thought. I hope Aggie ls keeping better, poor lady!
It ig awful %o think that people in this beautiful
country, and very nice people, too, are under the
reign of the man of sin; the iHoman Catholics seen
to huve the sway. O Cashie, the lord's praying
people have need to be pleading with a loving faith
for the downfall of uf% zan of sin in this country

as well as in others.
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Cursny 414 not enjoy the meals in Yarseilles; thero wore too
nony people, too many wilters; it was too grand. She finally became
friendly with a housemaid who brought her tea so thut she did not have
to ningle with tho othara. DBut the maid was not pormitted to do this
for longs oo Curey hed to go with the others or do without. The first
Sunday they wore in farsellles, a tray was passed for the woitors.
Cusmmy hod to ask what 1t wes for and then hnd nothing for them. Jhe
vag most unhappy until tho family found a house where she, with the
help of a fifteen-year-old French girl did &ll but the cooking.

Cunmy's diary does not toll as much of her duties as it does

of her poasition in the family and in soclety. As a nurse she was prob-
ably typical. But not meny murpes of her time became immortalized in

verne by tueir wards. In 1685, when he was thirty-five, fitevenson wrote

a poem to here

7o Alison Cunningham
From Hexr Boy

For the long nights you lay awake

And watched for my unworthy cake;

For your most coufortable hand

That led me through the unsven laml;
For all the story-books you read;

vor all the pains you comforted;

For all you pitied, all you tore,

In sad and happy days of yore;

My pecond Nother, my first Wife,

The angel, of ry infant 1lifo—

From the sick child, now vell and old,
Take, nurse, the little book you hold!

And grant it, Heaven, that nll who read
May find oo dear a nurse at need,
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ind evory child who lists my rime,

In the bright, fireside, mursery clime,
%ay hear it in as kind a voice

48 wodp my childish days rejoice!

Another diary of interest was written by a maid that vap not
typicals Auguste Schltiter was a Cerman girl who, at nineteen, becang
8 servant of the Cladstone fanily in 1867 and walted on Farys Auguste
vas intelligent, emotional, sensitive, and devoted; sho was also a
good Judge of cmmter. She was allowed, with chaperones, to attend
fhe concerts, vhore she heard Joachim and Norman NHeruda and Clara
'Scmmann. Vary wall educated, zho took over for the male secretaries
when Qeraan letters needed translatings She mot nany famous people,
including Tennyeon, Parnell, Huskin, Roseberry, Balfour, and lord
Cavendish, btut took it all in her stride, sppralsing them as she saw
thens

The Gladstones vero understandably very fond of her. They
all laughed together at family Jokea becauso she was ofton treated g5
8 member of the family. Vhon she wont with !rs. Cladotons to the pho.
tographers, ¥rs, Cladstone told the aan to tako o pleture of “"her young
friend."

Auguste knew very little Nnglioh when she came to the fenmily,
and it is interesting to note the Qmél cgsion of familiority with the
langusge in hor diary. The slang she acquire? froz the two boys vho
viai.ted from Eton on vacatiom beoomon more prozinent as the diavy
proceedg. Auguste secmed to have s reasonsble smouat of timo to her-
zelf, much of which she apent in reading end studying.

Auguste wns both upsst and outspoken when Mary exprensed
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love for Wr. Drew, a curate; she hoped that Hary was not serious.
When she found that Mary was indeed serious about Mr. Drew, the young
mald spoko cruelly, roproachfully, and tearfully to him, but finally
wrote and spologined, saying that she would learn to love him as Mary
dide But it took a long time for Auguste to get over it. One would
think that Auguste was taking liberties boyond her station, but the
fanily did not teke offense. Auguste was o respscted and accepted
member of the family.

Trove girls in the Victorian middle claas who wers not fore
tunate enough to find positions as nurses or maids were forced to serve
funilies ne governesses. Hoat of the working girls from f;hia claas
were governesseds Hany of them vere daughtera of the olergy, trained
for the job from youth by raising the younper aiblings and teaching
Sunday school. They were wollwbrod and msble and knew the sina of
the people, because they knew all the pariahioném. Othor governossos
.came from wealthy farzilies suddenly impovorished; othera vere from
Army fanilies.

By 1845 the governesa was otoreotypeds She had & pale and
depressed looks Her employers prefered her plain to avold involvement
with the guests and members of the family. It was to hor own advantego,
however, if she were attractive to the ohildren. The typleal govorness
wore s cottago bonnet, a drape merino shawl, and threadbare gloves.
She carried a neat ufBrells and carpotbage

#iany parents did not care vhat thelr children wero taught,

just so they appeared prettily with their governess whon summoned and



spoke without a provincial accent. Governssses who wero qualified to
teach, however, advortised for positions. Their specialtios might
include ¥nglish French, Cerman, Italian, singing, music, thoroughbasa,
0il and water color painting, pencil and chelic druwing, needlework,
daneingy and drilling. Usually, tho governess wus not so gifted; so
she advertised meroly that she had a solid Fnglish education. The
least-qualified girls advorticed for swall children only.ld
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“hon Howe, A Galaxy of Governossos, ps 115,

The situation of fim governess was pathotic because she lived
on tho outskirts of a family, seeing all the advantages of the life,
more than she had sewn vhen she horself was a child, and yet she was
denfed the opportunity of having s family of ber own. Thers was little
chanco of her finding a note before her bearing days were over; so
she raroly had her own homes 7The governess was considered above mar-
rying the gardener o? coachnan, aa the cook and housemaid could ‘do;
and hor employers carefully gusrded their sons end guests from her. |
Her aoceptable mates were limited to the peinter, the house-steward,
and the curate. It must have been the source of much unhappiness for
the governess to reslize that her ;xroapéeta for a home and family wore
alim, especially as she becave fonder of her chaygese Ferhaps this 1o
why Charlotte Brontd advised governesses not to davelop affections i'or‘

the children, a self-protective device.
Tho things heard most often about the hardshipa of the governess

ore horrid children, crude employers, impudent footzen, bad hours, and
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very little pay. 7Tho pay was low because tho supply of governesses vas
great, By 1850, there were 21,000 rogistered members of the despioed
oscupations The governoss was treated liko mscum by the gorvants, liko
an automaton by the esployers. Her salary, which ahe usually received
only somi-annually, was often a source of money supply for her lawy
gale relatives, who spent it for cigars, liquor, or to pay gambling
debio. Her exployors felt equally guilt-fres when they failed to pay

hﬂrals
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The best way to sprreciate the life of the governess 1s to
learn of the chormcier, training, and cxporiences of the poriocd's
most noted governess, Charlotto Eront®.

The parsonage homs life of the leverend ¥re. Dront® and family
vas very bleak in comparison with the usual Victorian gaudiness, however,
it was typlcal of the wmiddle c}n&s- Tho Reverend Hre Bronté's wife
disd young, leaving her husbend with six children. Thoy were raised
haphazardly by their Aunt Branwell, whom the childron strongly disliked,
The girls were taught the usual homemaking ¢rores and lessons and becaxe
proficient in theme After their preliminary training, the girls were
sent to a boarding school at Cowan Bridge. The two oldest girle went

firat and died there. Then Charlotte and Bmily went, but they stayed

only o year, leaving bocsuss of the dampneos which had lod to the deaths

of their siotors. It wos during this short time that Charlotte got

much of her material for her novel Jane Eyre. She wrote from experienco
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of a bad achool with ito brutal director whos she always hold responsie
ble for hor sistora' doaths, of tho attitudes and condust of various
atudents, and of sadistic and kindly, inforior and superior teachers.
¥hen Charlotie was nine, she bacame the hoad of the family.
This resulted immediately in her arrogonce and ultimantely in her faflure
as a governess,; for ahe could never raconcile herself to that aceinl
position. A% the parsopage, Charlotte wno the game mistress, too.
& favorite pastime of the four children was making up stories adout
their brother Pranwell's wooden soldiers. All of the children, Char-
lotte, E:;ai}.y. Anne, and Branwell, began writing at an early age. For
Charlotte the parsonago at Havorth was an eacape from life; she wag
froe to beolieve the stories thoy made up, and ghe usually chose to do
80, Her dreans and imagination relieved the monotony of her 1ife,.
Charlotto was almost fiffeen when she was sent to achool at
Roe Head to prepare herself to be a governoss. For the first time che
had the opportunity to live s normal life, but she was reluctant to
talk about or relinguich her droms world of Haworth. GShe always kept
it as a plaoe of aescaps. She resorted to it in continual efforts to
avoid the thought of the death surrounding hexr. After her training,
Charlotte vont homo to write. Then she went back to Ros Read, but
thdo time aos o toacher, taking Ewmily with her as one of her pupils.
She hated teaching bocausn her students interfered with her reverles.

¥hon she was twenty-three, Charlotte spent three long months as a

governess. Ohe wng axtremely nervous and disliked both the children

and the scoial position.
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A nev phane of her life started when Charlotte went to Bruscels
to teach in a girls' school, whers she bocame infatuated with M. Heper,
who, with his wife, directed tho school. 7This love, which was not re-
turned, destiroyed hor dream worlde It was the firat real thing in her
1ife and she cculd mﬁ find the old szourity sho hmd always clung tog
everything was now and cold. She could not underatand; she hod alwaya
managed to work things ocut befora. But it was too late for hor ever to
comprehond human relationships. Later she was courted by Mr. FNicholls,
a poor wrafe, in a manner quite in accord with the Victorian rulos.

Sho was ﬁza,pictux*e of & lady content with the ways of her father's
house who muat sacrifice pleasures to marry; he was the lover who hed
to prove himself before ho could hope for ’hsr consonts Charlotte con-
gented with the appropriate attitude of condescension, which was, 4in her
case, benign. Her marrioge was thé ead of hor dream world, but at least
sho was happler in the kitchen and sowing rooms with implesents she
could handle then in the nursery ond school rooms with children she

could not.
As sn autror, Charlotte felt that ghe must draw hor sarious

chamctarisatiﬁn from personal experisnce and observation. UShe based

all of hor work on what she had soen and knowns Sbhe was conscientious

and husble in her work, taking all praise or censure as instruction

and nothing alse. From Charlotte's own lettors can be learned her

first experionces as a governess. She wrote to imily:
1 have atriven hard to be pleased with

now situations The country, the house, and the
gvounén are, ss I hove sald, divine; but, alack-a-day!
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thore is such a thing as sceing all beautiful
around youe-pleasant woods, white paths, green
lawms, and bluw sunshiny gky--and not having a
freo moment or a free thought left to enjoy them.
The children are constantly with me. As for core
recting them, I quickly found that wos out of the
question; they aro to do as thoy like. A com-
plaint to the mother only brings dlack looks on
myself, and unjust, partisl excuses to scroon the
children. I havo tried that plan once, and suo-
ooeded g0 notably, I shall try no more. I said
in ny last lottor that MNre. = did not know me.
I now begin to find ghe doss not intend to know
ma$ that gho ccres nothing about me, except to
contrive how the greatest quantity of labour may
be got out of mej and to that end she overwhalms
me with oceann of needlework; yards of chambric
to hem, muslin nightcaps to make, and, above all
things, dolls to dress. I do not think she likes
mo at all, because I can't help being shy in guch
an entirely novel scene, surrounded, as I have
hitherto been, by strange and constantly changing
facase « ¢« « 1 used to think I ghould like to be
in the stir of grand folka' sooiety; but I have
had enough of it—-it 48 dreary work to look on and
linsten. 1 sce nore clesrly than I have ever done
before that a private governeas has no existence,
is not considered as s living rational being, ex-
cept as connocted uiig the woerisomo dutiecs she
has to fulfile » » »
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Elizabeth Caskell, The life of Charlotto Brontl, ppe 151-1324

“*ﬂ'“-‘““'uﬂq“ﬁ--ﬂﬁﬂ

To a friend Charlotte wrote:

As §t iu,Iwillmlyaskyoutoimugimtbomia—
erdes of s rescrved wretoh like me, thrown at once
into the midat of a large family, at a time when
they were particularly gay-—when the houce was
filled with company-—all strangers—-people whose
fnces I had nsver seen befores In thio otate I
had charge given me of & set of pampered, spoilt,
turbulont ohildren, whom I was expected constantly
t0 amuso, as woll as to instruct. I soon found
that the constant demand on ny gtock of animal
spirits reducod them to the lowest state of exhaus~
tion; at times 1 folt--and, 1 suppose, seemed—



depreassed. To my mstonishment, I was taken to
task on the gubject by Mro. == with a stornneas
of mamner and a harchneas of language scarcely
oredible; like a fool, I oried most bitterly.

I could not help it; my apirits quite failed me
at first. 1 thought I had done nmy best~-strained
every nerve to pleane her, and to be treated in
that way, merely becsuse I was shy snd socetimes
melancholy, was too bads At first I was for giving
up all and going home, But, after g little reflec-
tion, I dotorminod to sumamon what energy I had,
and to weather the storm. I said to myaelf, "I
have nover yet quitted a place without gaining a
friend; adversity is a good school; the poor are
born to labour, and tho dependent to endure.” I
regolved to be patient, to command my feelings,
and to tske what came; the ordeal, I reflocted,
would not laat many wecks, and I trusted it would
do me goode I recollected the fable of the willow
and the omk; I bent quietly, and now, I trust, the
atorm is blowing over mee l!irge =~ is generally
considersd sn agreeable wonany so she is, I doubt
not, in genersl societys She behuves somewhat
more civilly to me now than she did at first, and
the children are a little more manegeable; but

ghe doos not know my character, and she dosa not
wish to Jmow it. I have never had five. minutes'
eonvorsation with her since I came, except while
she was gscolding mo.

Ibidey pPPe 132—1;7”5.
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Charlotte admitted, however, that even though the life of &
governess was hard, nearly imposaible, past endurance at times, she
knew none who really regrotted the experience or who had not profited by
it. She herself was badly suited for the job because sho ves extremely
senaitive. She was not qualified to tesch well=-bred children, because
she d1d> not know French or muéie. nor had she had the social training
hereclf, having been reared in é;,ﬁorth Country parsonaso. She could
tesch only young children, those of t’h# rich mf&om families
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in the Horth where her profession was especially soommed, since most
of the girls thero worked in the facfories.

About eight months after Jane Hyre had been published, and
successfully received, she got a letter from a Hr. ¥illiem Soith Wile
linma asking if Charlotte thought that he shouldgend his two daughters
out as governesses. Ier roply was mature and honest, much different
from her younger appraisals of the» Jobe. She told of one essential
quality that she hersolf lacked, having. an innate fondneas and sym-
pathy for children that enables a person to stimulate and influence
young miﬁdn. Without this, she said, teaching is a constunt struggle
- and is & waste of that same struggle. She did not bel;evé in highsr
education for. governesses, becasuse she thought that they were paid too
1ittle an it was for what they knew, most of which never reached their
charges anyvays She warned girls not to forogo health for more studies
for more monsy. A governess should, no, must be healthy, strong,
cheerful, with fortitude and high, strong standards. Cenerally, ahe
thought 1t better to be ovorworked and underpaid s a teacher than to
ait at home and do nothing.

Emily's experiences as a governess vera much different from
Charlotte's. She endured greater hardships end duties and hours and
appearod the stronger and heslthier for it. It was easier for her to
undergo the rigorous treatment of a stern superior than the ridiculous
orders of a silly mother. Sho was not a moek and shy governess, but
demanded, and got, constant obedienca. A popular and attractive teacher,

she did not care what people thought of ber. 411 of her qualities
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made her a good governess for impressionable children,

Anne Bront8 was the best governsss of the three sistors,
She was the prettiest, the most tolerant, end tho mont succeasful.
She made permanent }frimda of two of tho girls she teught. Feithor
Anne nor Enily were sensitive as Charlotte was,

The threc aisters, Charlotte, Imily, and imne Bronté, yublishod
poems and novels under the pseudonyms of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Boll.
Perhaps they wanted to keep sacred their world at llaworth; maybe thoy
wore afraid of failurej it could have been that they knew that works
by amn. wore not as likely to s8ll as those by nen; or else they real-
ized the mbcrtance of the uninown. Whatever thelr reason or reasons,
their identity was not kept secret long.

To n large degreoc, it was the writings of girls such as the
Bront@as, who had been governcascs, that did the most to ralse the role
of the governess to a respactable position. Such suthors usually de-
pioted their heroines as boing intelligent, clever, and independent.
The refora mms started with the formation of the Governesses'
Benavolent Associntion, 1841, which began to raise money and give the
cause publicity in megazines such as Punch and the Guarterly.

For the Semporary relief of governeases

a fund was raised to holp wowun out of worke A

home opened in 1646 at 66 Harley Street, in London,

with accommodation for twenty-five women during

their unomploynent, was psufficiently spacious for

ground floor to be used as a registry office
:ih:hmt expensa to those enrolled. Tho sano uild-
ing held a bank, where they could invest their
monoy in Government gocurities in their own nanos,
the society teking all the responsibility, and with
gnother departaont reserved for smcll savings.
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Assistance wes algo plenned for women $oo old to
work; annuitics were to be raised, and an asylum
built for those helplems, ngzed workers,lY
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bh’an&u Heff, Victorian ¥Working Women, pe 176.
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The organization inatituted othsr reforms, too.

The most remarkable end enduring project,
sovevery was that of a college which should muke it

-praoticable, in time, for all governesses to be re-

- W gy e

- e W et

quired to have a cortificate guaranteeing the prope
or qualifications for their works A house was taken
in Harley Street adjacent to the governessea® home,
with the permiasion of iueen Victoria called Cueen's
College, and formally opened in 1847, vwith the
humour which relieves so much of the barromness of
historical fact, tho date of the opéning of this
lumble school for governceses is now given as the
boginning of college education for women. Although
fueen's and Badford College, founded in 1844, 4in
their beginnings were only socondary schools with

s ocunbersome end ineffectunl lecture aystem, thay
manifested an altogether now consciousness of the
importance of intellectual training for women.l3
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bide, pe 177
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The College, however, did not mecet with succesa in its first venture.
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The criticism of the College as 8 training
school for governesaes wes very inteolligent. In
the first place, girle were admitted too younge + o
Then, the professors did not examine the puplls
on the lectures, so that the results were super-
ficial. Much of the teaching was not suited to
governessess The College itself, with its con-
nection with the Governesnes' Henevolent Associ-
ation, had a dunl purpose, which in its oarly stagen
was considered difficult to execute. 7The professors,
self-conatituted end self-elected, under no suporior
suthority, were not emenable to any definite policy.
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The school, howover, was a stap for other organizations to
follow, and schoola did grow up which offersd useful courses for gov-
ernesnes, including practico teaching. Tho opposition atill felt that
woral educstion for governesses was more importsnt than literary; to
thoem an examination snd certification in literaturs seemed more than
usoless ia detemining the worth of & governass. But the problews of
the governess wore never golved an long as she and the mothei' nved in
such close contsct, as long ua thg child was subject to and torn between
the nuthority and love of both at the game timo. Yot tho lot of the
Victorisn gwemcss was improving.

#oot of the women of the Vietorlan middle clnnn thut have
been mentioned 1ived ﬁy the standards of their model, Cuienn Victoris.
¥rg. Hartincau end Prs. Trollope did not. These two worked es hard as
tho others of their olass, but they were nof doing their work within
their homes. Qﬁeem vietoria dovoted hersell to loving and caring for
her family. The middle-class women did, too. It is difficult to com-
pore the unmarried women to Queen Victoria, howevers Moot of thoge
afudie& can be céneci typice)l tecsyse they were adjusted to their posl-
tion in socioty. They were not the causne of sccndal or any other form
of excitements Of the women froa the niddle class, those whose lives
didbnot confora to .tlm gtandard, thoce whose, lives did create intereat

and wonder, were tbe artistically talented snd pensitive people, They

are importent, however, for an understanding of Victorien middle-class

‘11?@, bocause they are en aspcct of it which cannot be iimored. It is

of xélevﬁnce pere to lock at the feminine 1ives dapicted by esone of
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the poets of the period to see if the fictional vomen resenble the
typicél 6::- untypleal Victorian niddle-class woman,

Tennyson, 1t has been eaid, expreasred the conteaporary view
of society and its problems. oir Alfred Lyall wrote in s blography
of Tennyson: A

ﬁmysm' _a7 finest postry ray undoubtedly
be treated as an illustrative racord of the prevailing

spirit, of the temparanent, =nd o some degree of the
national charsoter of his period.<t

Sir Alfred Lyall, Tonnyson, pe 2.

- - an . o
Of particular concern here is Tennyson’s treatment of women and their
position within acciety. The most admirsble women of MB roena are
thogso whom he know Mcmsny rather than thoao ha created in bis mind.
o Cne such woman vas‘tha Gueen herselts The most obvious poem
about her is his dedicatioh "To the Queon," published in the seventh
edition loi‘ Foena, 1851, ths'year that ho was preosented to (ueon Victoria
as Poot Laureates Tennyson and the Cueon wer: friends and admirers,
keeping up a relatively sctive comapondenba the lent twenty years of
the poet's life. | She made him a peer in 1683 in régo@itim of his
services to literature and to the world, Ilic wrote many poems for her,
g8 requeated or on imwmé, for publié events or ss gifts for personal
occasionss The posm in question in onc of grace and dignity, & combie

nation of sdvice and respsots It honored hor ame "Hother, ¥ife, and

Queen,® the order being significant of Tennyson's idea of the purpoge
of women., The poen is not cheap flattory, but sincere commendation,
clearly indionting the Cueen's ability to combino hor dities efficiently.
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Tennyson told of her pure and serene life at court, indicating her luck
of concern for the aristocracy end her love of minplicity as opposed to
diaplay. The tone of Termymon's poen is rominiscent of his lottera to
the Cueen which close, for the moet pirt, with "Your most affoctionate
and loyal cervant," polite, dutiful, but still sincere. This poen is
ona of Tennyzon's finest tributos to women,

Tennyaon ulso pernitted the influsnce of his mother to enter
hie pootry. One pogm, "Isabol,” was exclusively drawn from her imsge.
¥ra, Tonnyoon vas a beautiful and beloved woman who bore hor twelve
children in a hﬂme'v filled with gentle care und aimple piety. Tennyson
hag kept such a nmenory of her in "Isabel,” becausce the poém describen
her ap being the porfect wife, forever -alm snd assured, wise and otrong,
faithful and devoted. . The orities sgree that Tennyson was referring to
hin mother agsines the model the Princess Ida unconociously was trying
to emulate, for in defining hergelf before the Prince who desired to
marry hor, she deseribed a woman she loved and considered a porfect wife.

Yet was there ona thro! whom I loved her, ono
Hot learned, save in gracious household ways,
fiot porfect, nay, but full of tender wants,

Ho Angel, but a dearer being, all dipt

In Angel instincta, breathing Paradise,
Interpreter botween the Coda and men,

¥ho look'd all native to her place, ond yet

On tiptoe seem'd to touch uzon a sphoro

Too gromo to tresd, and nll mzle ninds perforce
Sway'd to her from their orbits us they noved,

and girdled hor with music. lappy he
¥ith such & mothar!

Tennyson was obvicusly extrenely satisfied with his mothor. The passage
abova im consistent with the presentation of the previous poes, the

resulting picture of Tennyson's mother being o combination of the humen

and the divine.
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Thore hzs Been much controversy as to the type and amount of
influence lady Tennyson had on her husband's poetry. Yo cannot tell
from firsthand sources Lecsusa most of their correapondence vas destroyed
before 1t was recorded. It io known that e uwet Family Sellwood through
Arthur Hallam whon Temuyson was twenty-ona. It 48 also known that their
second moeting waa at the wodding of hior younser oister, Loulsa, to the
brother of Ternyson's clergyman. On this occusion Tennyson wrotes

0 bridesuaid, are the happy knot wvas tied,
Thine eyes 20 wept that they could hardly see;
Thy sistor smiled and ssid, ™Mo toars for me!

A happy bridesmald mokes a happy bride.”

And then, the courle atanding side by aside,
Love lightod down betwean them full of gles,
Angd over his left shoulder lnugh'd et thee,

*0 happy brideamsaid, make a happy bride.”

And 811 2t onco s pleasant truth I learn'd,

For while the tendor service made thes weop,

I loved thee for iho tenr thou couldst not hide,
And prest thy hand, snd knew the press return'd,
And thought, Py 1life is sick of single sleep:
O happy dbrideswsid, make & happy bride!®

("The Dridesvaid")
At this time, Tennyaon vaz twenty-sevon; imily, Twenty-fours
According to tho standard of the day, marrlage was not conside
ercd until the groom weo Financislly settled, but it is kmown in practice
that many young men married for the purpose of becoming fimnci&;lly
sattled. Tennyson, however, epproved of the Victorien standanda and

insisted on ldving by them, 4o soon an Tennyson was pronised a year's

royalty on In Mepordem snd some of his othor nocrs, he peneved his love
vows with Feily and they wero married imrediately, before the cake and

wedding dresses camey twenly years after they first met.
Tennyson was zrparently devoted to rtis illnesc-prone wife,
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both in private and public life, for his friends noticed that his hap-
pinegs increased after his imsrrla;e us did the intensity of his love
pooms, Yhen Flizabeth Darrett Prowning met her, she doubted that Mra.
Tennyson eculd b the critical tut encouraging conpanion the post neoded,
and congidered her marely snothor of hls adnirers. Tennyson hinaclf,
howsver, shousd evidence of complele dovolion and trust, secoming to‘ find
spiritual Ingpization frou thelir marringe. The day following the wedding,
ho sent to the vicar of Shiplake, who had porflorszed the cereaony, the
following lines:

Vicar of this pleasant gpot
¥here it was my chance to nmarry,
Happy, happy be your lot
In the Vicarage by the quarry.
You wore he Shat knit the knot!
Swaotly, sxoothly flow your life.
Hever titha unpaid porplex you,
Parish feud, or party strife, '
A11 4hings pleage you, nothing vex you,
You have given me such a wife.

unonﬁannw‘-unonq‘ﬁnuuu
22E£ay:nond “pedonald Alden, 41fred Tennynon, Houw to Xnow iidm,
Pe 20
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In later yeors, onn of his pocms o hier wasi

Doar, nesr and true—no truer Timo hinself

Can prova you, tho' he make you evornoro

Dearer and nearcr, as the rapld of life

Shoots to the falletake this and pray that he 23
who wrote it, henouring your sweat faith in him

n-ﬁqu«nu.‘—n—‘“n

77T T Bpiip cuodalla, Bonnot snd Shuwl, pe 140,
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The theme of the poem wag devotion, the reasining cight lines referring

to himself up the object of her devotion. lie was an absorbing peraon
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and she way willing $o Ve agbsorbod. Althouzh he did not sacrifice us
ahe did, he remsdned faithful and appreciative. At eighty, ho dedi~

cated . hla last volume

to you,
This and my love together,
To you that are seventy-aeven,
With a faith as clear as the heights of the June-blue heavgax,
As the greon of the brecken anid the gloom of the heather.

2415440, pe 140
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When he became laureate, nho helped him correct proofs; he
valued her judgment and intellects She wae always in the background,
never asserting herself, alvays the perfect Victorian lady. She cole
lsborated on some of his poems, adding iraraea t6 pome, sotting othera
to music. Always Lis private sacrotary, inily answered lotters from
friends, admirera, and hopeful and hopeless poots. She also kept
accurnte records of visitors, poeus writton, poems planned, estray ideas
of the poet, and the post's very words. As his charming hostess, adored
by all the servants, she entortained the vast range of visitors frowm
all ;remka and all countries. imily, in an age of goodnean, shone as
perfection. Very religious, she told Tennyson that sie could see Go@'e
smiling face when she prayeds All in all, it sceus that Mrs. Drowning
vas mistsken when she called ¥mily en inadequate partner for Tennyson.
Tennyson's marrisge was & happy one, approaching, if not achieving,
the fdeal mtate that he described in several of his poema.

wnis leads to Tennyson's depiotion of the fauily unit and

1ta place in Victorian England.



Porhaps no writer has evar glven to the
world plotures of English home and country life
more ovdpinal snd besutifvl in form than thowse
given by Tennyson in such pooms as “The Gardemer's
Baughtor,™ “lora,* "Audley Court,” "Tho Talking
Cak," "Locksley Hall," "Godiva," "Lady Clare,"
“Ffhe Lord of Nurleigh,” end sevoral others. Ho
belioved and taught that the mtability and great-
noge of a nuilon depemst larpgely upon the howe 1ife
of the peoplo. He had true Joy in the family dutiea
and affections., It is only the simple truth to
eay, e his son has said, that this was one of tho
sacrotn of his power over aankind.25
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¥illiam Clark Gordon, The Social Ideals of Alfred Tennyson,
28 Rtelatod Lo His Time, pp. U3
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The home 1life of tho people depended largsly on the nothery hor love
ruled the family, Of 211 tho spiritunl forces influencing Tennyoon,
love was the greatest. The role of the mother, then, was as he doscribod
in The Frincoss, tho loving and gentle matron. But Tennyson was more
specific in other poems. He felt that she belonged at home with her
children, The women was to be a purtner in marriage, for each mecuber's
parpoge wes to draw out the best qualities of the other, reaulting in
an endlesa growth of intéreat and love. 9$he partnership was never to
become a propristoranip; euch was to keop his individunlity while con-
tinuing to improve the relatiocuship. “The ¥iller's Daughter" is an
exanple of Termyson's attitude towar] merrisge as the binding of souls,
And, 88 he wrote in "Alymer's Fleld,” "marringes are made in Heaven,”
and this wust be done before a true ewrthly marrisge can be consurmated.
¥When that has beon vroﬁght, the hushund, undere

standing the sacredness and full significance of the
rolationship upon which he has enterad, can say to

his chosens



In the name of wife,
4nd in the rights that name may give,
Ara cloapad the morel of “he 1ire,
And that for which I care to live
{"?he Day Dresm, L'Fnvoin)

This does not mean the oubjoection of one to the
other. There is no slavery, but tho complete
life for cach. Tho lover decloves to the Princess:

‘ Yy hopea and ihine are ono
Acaomplish thou my monhood and thyself.

Even to the Lotus~Euters, tho momory of weddod
life wan dear. love incriased in purity ernd
stroogth with the yoars. Tn later life the huse
band thoushit of the one whoma he had knovn most
intimgtaly in the sacred relation of tho family
ey

the idol of zy youth,
The darling of my manhood, and algs!
Now the mogt blessed memory of mine ago. %6
("The Cixrdener's Daughter”)
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Tennyason referred to his wife in a letter to the Cueen as the dearest
and closest part of himaelf; go upparently he did achleve to some
degree the completion of self that he felt to be esscntial in a perfect
marriege and femily.

In nome of his poems, Tennyson treated tho middle-class life.
"The ¥iller's Dmughter” ic a picture of o hapry, complete marriage.
As an 0ld man, the husband remipisces over nis courtship of and many
happy years with his Alice. Becouse they are life to each other, he
hopes that they can die togethor. This poem is snother examplo of the

consciousnese of class distinction, bocause the boy's mother, whose

deceased husband was o squire, ¥ished that the boy would aim higher
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for a wife, tut she accepted and loved his choices Again Tennyson
proposed the ideals of Victorian Fngland, that 4t wos quite noble for
a youth to stoop from his class for a wife, and, correspondingly, it
was a great accomplishuent for a girl to marry into society.

Another picture of middle-class life is found in "inoch
drden.™ Tennyson's handling of the situation is very tendor and sym~
pathetics It is a situation that could have happened azain and sgain
in middle~cluss 1ife. The throe fishing village children were good,
honest people who had to make the best of their positions. Annle lee
grevw up to marry the otronger and bolder boy, Enoch Axden. Philip Kay,
who had alvays loved Amnie too, understood. Annie was s good, loving
wife who bore Enoch three children. Imoch was an equally good husband
and father who worked especially hard to provide for his fanily. But
they were the victims of fate. Tennyason made 1‘1: quite clear thut none
of them was responsible for the tragedy. Philip was not improper when
he proposed to Annie after Enoch had been loat at sea for ten years,
especially since he, as a friend of Enoch's, had been helping Annie
educate hez; children. Annie waa not wrong in marrying him; her children
deserved a father, 4nd it certainly was not unnatural for Fnoch to feel
that he had to t:ke the Job on the ship for China. He sav that his

baby was dying and he could not afford to take care of him unless he

took the job. He was extraordinarily considerate of Annie when he did

get home. He did not want ber to know that he hsd found his way home
to her, but he did underatand that she needed to know whon and if he

had died, Tennyson's story is tragic, but it is typical of the fortunes



of those who must depend on their own industry for a living.

4 third example of the course of middle~olase life is seen
in "Sea Dreams.” The role of the wife is plotured here. She was the
orphaned child of an unknown artist; her husband was an office clerk,
They forfeited a nonth's ameager wages to take their threo-year-old
dgughter to the shore to restore her health. Her husband was tricked
into giving bis money to a man for shares in a Peruvian mine. She
tried to comfort him, thon get him to tell her about it, and finally
gonvince him that he should forgive end love as a Christian. She knew
that the swindler had died of a heart attacic, but ghe wanted her husband
to axhibit compassion before ho found out thut the =an was dend. &he
was concerned more about her husband's mental and gpiritusl welle-béing
than she was sbout the monoy. She vas an ideal helpmute for any class
and any time.

Tonnyson was & staunch believer in the necessity of the com-
bination of love with marrisge. He sav no real happiness with either
one if it was without the other. In this instance, he did not sgree
with the middle-clsess practice of marriage for convenience and econcmica.
An interesting humen intcrest angle in the middle-class standards and
motives is expresaed in Tennyson's shorter poem “The Sisters." Theo
older, fairer sister wap seduced by a handsome earl and died in ehans.
The younger, plainer sister temptod him, loved him, and then killed him
in his slecp the same nights She said that her motive waa revengo,
but actually it was Jealousy over the initlal love between the handsone

couple. Ho doubt there were many ingtances similar to this in the
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‘reality of middle-class life, many instances of joalousy cmang sisters,
Just as there are today. As usual, Tennyzon did not preach or even
comment; he merely narrated.

In "Dorm," "Lockaley liall,” and "Horthorn Farmer—-flew Style,"
there are three difforent aspects of the results of a domineoring father
who made the vedding plans for his children. In "Dora” the father suge
geoted to his son ¥illlem that he marry his cousin Dora whom he had
grown up with. Hxpecting no argument, the father was shocked when Uil
lism rofuscd. MHe said .t!mt no ohe would dare defy the father whon hoe
was o boy and ho did not intend to huvo that tradition alterad. His
word was 1ow in the house and if the boy would not marry Dora, be would
have to leave. William did lesve, and soon after, he married a laborer's
daughter to prove his righta. The stubborn old man. forbade Dorn to
spoak to the.son and hia new fomily under punishment of baing forced
out of the house, t0os Dora was a ailktoust chaincter, a Pollyanna
without cmotions or perconality. She loved Williasm, she thought, but
did not nind his refusing hers. In fact, she helped hia and his family
because she blamed vthe whole éit\mtion on hergelf{, on her very presence
in her unclefs house. She is totslly unbelievable. the took insult
from all sides and soiled and apologizeds It {o almost too painful
to toll pore of the sorrows of the fumily and tho pathos of their
reunion. The importance of the poem here is its representation of the

law-giving father. For mentimental reasons, he vanted his son to marry

his firat cousin.
In "Looksley Hall," Amy's father chose her husband for social



regsong, and the girl obeyede She rejected hor love nnd deserted hor
lwerf The bitter young man resented her decinion but did not really
blame her; rathor he cursed the socioty which thwarted tho reality of
youths Like s true martyr, he told his love, rhetorically, to remember
her duties as a faithful wife, to live the farce she could not bolieve
in, and to warn her dsughters sgninst thoe dengers from which sho herself
had not boen exempt. Tennyson was not sympathetiyo with tyrannical fathors
vho denied thoir children the naturel love and marrisge that should have
bean their due.’ At the same time, however, he could not help adniring
the ﬁasteéful fathers snd husbands such es Gernint.

"Proputty” wus the cry of the "Northern Farmep—tiow Style."
That 4g what he told his son to marry for. Social position was worthlcsa‘
without property, and a gentleman's daughter only had a nome and good
:mmmera to offer. "Dolint thou merry for munny, but go# wheer munny is!®
he told Sammy.

Luyv? what's luvv? thou can luvy thy lass en' 'er munny too,
Haskin® ‘en gofl togither as they've good right to (}o. )

Couldn I luvv thy muther by cause o' 'er ounny laflid by?
Hafly—-fur I luvv'd 'er a vast night moor fur it: relHson why.
The farmer placed property over society, s real practical choice that
could come only from s man who had to worl for a living. Tennyaon.

Knew and approcisted all of the attitudes of contemporary inglish
society regsrding the father's right and visdom in selecting his
ciﬁldm's mates.

1t would seen that Tennyson deserved to be called a poot

who represented life in victorian ‘nyland, since he remained true to

the conventions. His picture of each anpect of socioty seems balanced
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with ths proper amounts of the idezl and the exception. He tended to
prefer the ideal, for he did not advocate many changea. Mo be fair, he
prosented the various di#araions froz the norm, but only in limited quan-
tities. It meems that it was from Tennyson that the best contemporary
pioture of 1Yth century life is derived, since Tonnyson was the typical
Victorian man of the typical Victorian houscheld and ho immortalized the
life through his poetry.

Coventry Patnore wan another post of the Victorian Age who wrote
of the widdlo-claes lives and loves. like Tonnyson's, his porsonal
acquaintances affected his atyle and subject matters Putwore's priggish-
ness is said to be o veaction against his mother's sternness; che had
little concern for her son's and husband's literary pursuits. Her im-
pationce end coldnens with the children may have coused Coventry's
-eraving for love (he married three times), and his roligious attitude,

By his nature, however, he probably would still have exploited all the
‘happiness and holiness of marrisge. Nevertheleas, his mother's attitude
probably prompted the development of his philosorhy of love and his
opinions as to the abilitios and duties of husbend and wifes

One of tho firat emotional influences to cause & lasting
effect happened when Coventry was sixtecn. lHe fell in love with the
eighteen-year-cld dsughter of i#ra. Churles Gore, a novelist and friend
of his father'ss The giri'did not tﬁink thw.t t*» buy wnp soricus and

marricd soon after. Patmore regirded tho impression as "the most pre-

cious of the intuitions into truth"g7 that ho experienced as a jouth.
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J. Ce Eold, The find and Art of Coventry Patzore, pe 19
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It resulted in his first two long poems, "The iiver," and "The Woodman'a
Daughter,"” both involving rejection, fmatration, and disillusioned lovo,
the very subjects and treatment that caused the youny pre-Raphaslites to
choose him as thoir representative poets Tha year after Patmore wrote
‘thens poems, he completed his 1044 volume by adding "Lilian," "Sir
Hubort,” and come sonnots to prove that he was not going to brood over
lost love, but was prepared to love sgnin. This was the first evidence
of his philolophy of love and marriage.

filg firat maringe influenced hip philosophy more thun any other
exporicnces Before this time, he had not speciasliced in any particular
gubject mtter, but he became tho poet of muptisl love after his mnrrisge
to Emily Augusta Andrews in 1647, Their 1ifo was fillod with harmony
and tenderness. ﬁi; vife had o deep religious fuith, a strong persone
‘ality, end the priceless ability to show hor love for her husbend org
children. She was the direct inspiration for Patmoro"e The ingel in the
House, Qtlwugh the story was not uutobiograéhical. She combined besuty
with good sensc. She could draw out the good qualities in her husbund,
confirming his former belief in marriage ss a sacraaent, since she en-
couraged his art as well as AbiaHlove.'

in saveral places within I"At:::ore'a poetry there is evidence

of Fmily's direct influence. In only one instance, however, wus sne

described:

her Horman face:
Her large sweet eyes, clear 1akes of love.

(The Angel in the llouse, I,4)
After Fmily's death, Fatmore wrote two poens in her menory. One was

nDoparture,” in vhich he described her last moments rather bluntly.
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It was not like your great and gracicus weys
¢ & 5 & & & & @
with huddled unintelligible phrase
and frightened eye,
and go your journcy of all doys
with not one kiss or a goodbys,
and the only loveless look the look with which you pessed.

The gecond poem was "The Azalea,” in which his treatment was more deli-
cate than it was in "Departure.” In this poen ho droamed for a while
that his wife was alive; however, he ‘proceded to doscribe the scene in
which the hero, & poet, took his betrothed to the grave of his former

wife,

" fmily's influence is more obviocus in "Amelia," written fifteen
‘'years after her death, not only from tho title, but also from the lines:

How changed, in shape no slender Grace,
But Venus, milder than the doves

fmily almost died in 1860 and wrote a will at that time which

Patmore found t0 included these bequestis:

, #] leave my wedding-ring to your second
wife with my love and blessing « o + alao, I leave
you my grateful acknowledgment of your goodness
and love to me, my last prayor that God may bless
and conaole you, ny first, last, and only love.
1f in 8 year or two, you are able to marry again,
do so haprily, feeling that if oy epirit can vatch
you, it will love her who makes you happy, and not
envy her the reward of a part of your love, the
best years of which I had.”

-*-ﬂ---”*n--ﬂd

Champnays, Hemoirs and Correspondence of Coventry
Patmore, vole 15 Pe 133, as quoted by Je C. Reid, pe 23
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Patmore used his wife's sentiments, if'not her exact vords, in Victories

of Love, the scctions of Jana's letters to Frederick.
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The only bond I hold you to

In that which nothing can undo.

A non ds not a youn; men twice;

ind if, of hie young yenrs, he lies
A feithful score in one wifo's bresat,
She nood not mind who has the rest.
In this do what you will, dear love,
And feel quite sure that I approve.
&nd should it chonce ne &t nay te,
Give her my wedding-ring fron me;
And never dream thut you can err
T*wards me by being good to her;

Coventry did marry agoin—two times, le married Harianne Caroline Ryles
in 1864, and Harriet Robscn in 1881. He loved them both; each fulfilled
a different role for him, btut Fmily was always the standard of womanli~-

neas and wifehood,
patmore’s philosophy of love was an atteapt to reconcile physi-

cal love with religion. Heo found a clash between desire and the ideal ’
which he eventunlly resolved, at least for his own satiafaection; he re-
ceived much sdverse criticisa concerning his subject mattor. He wanted

to defino the purpose and significance of the right kind of love for a

woman, but ho felt the pressure of the unending battle to control and

asynthesizo.

¥rom this point of view The Unknown Eros
in ons result of Patmore's attempt to fuse his scnsu-
ality with his religion, or rather to pass beyond
the sensual impulse to the transfiguration of that
impulse, to roconcile the natursl with the supor-

naturals

nﬂ--&ﬂmﬂﬂndnﬁ-‘nﬂ-.‘unu

Reidy pe 330
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During his later life, when his philosophy was fully developed,

he wos influenced by another neaber of his fanily, this time by his
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eldest doughter, Eaily Honoria, who cntorcd a convent of a teaching order
and became a Hdstor. Patmore relied on lier advice, sending his verses

to her for her opinions und reactions; sl thoroughly underatocd his po-
etry. While Patmore was trying to unito with Cod as wousn coes to men,
he found a new meaning for dedicated virginity, such as that of his daughe
ter. He decided thal it vos equal to,.if not higher than and more virtu-
ous than, married love. Hsrried love he described as the fulfillment

of passiony for he distinguished betwoen love and passion. Love had
forms and lava to Le obeyed; passion was formless, boundless, rostless.
7o join God, as his daughter did, without the oxzpericnce of physical love
Fatmore considered a groat achievenent.

Patoore strongly believed that complete fulfillment and perfec-
tion were impossible with one,” but could be achioved only through the
union of two. Heo thought, as Thomas Aquinas did, that both-man and woman
nre a potentially complete humanity within thmelvea, but a distinction
was nade botweon them by God 6o that each would reslige his incompletow
ness. God alone could bring this reslization to fruition; it could be
achioved only thrcugh Him since He mzde them both. Tho desire for and
realigation of completenesa was, therefore, an act of celf-love as weoll
ac unselfish lova., The act of completion of solf was, in Patnore's
philosophy, the union of mah with Gods Patmore believed that God desires
the soul of man as man desires woman.

This analogy involves a relationship betweon qnequala. This

was part of the distinction that God created s0 that mon might realize his

incompleteness; and therefore it was important for Patmore thut each
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naintaln his proper place, bo it the manly or womanly, in their rolations.
Az n result, he felt that -enunclpated woren had forfeited their Christisn
heritége and faithe A& wooun 4rue to her noture io the cnly wirror for
nwan £0 ses hin reflectod, fulfilled naturcs A uoﬁan untrue to her nzture
is a trap, Patnore maintsined. Ho was often oriticized for sudjecting
the woman »tn the man, soying that her only calvation was through hor hus-
bond. 4nd yet Patmore's portrayals of wonen are reslistic, lis treatment
of then wos ng on underntanding husbund who demsnded no rightse 1n fact,
hig poetry chows an atiitude of respect for and subordination to women,
honoring them in the sincore Victorien fughion. Eoth the nale znd the
fenalo, he felt, reaifzed the true situation, for in md proge esanys, he
proposed the real subservience of women,

In them he never tires of scoffin; at tho view of

woman as man's equal, though similars. Uhe is the
*veakor vossel,” "the loat and loweat of all oplr-

itual oroatures,” asnde to bo ruled and strictly
ruled: "No right-minded womon would care a otraw
for her lover's adoration if she did not know that
he knew that after all he was the true divinity"—
with much more to the same effect.

-n“‘*“‘.“"-“”‘~ﬁ“~‘

)Osir Arthur Quiller-Couch, Studies in Iditerature, Third Ceries,

Pe 134-

Some of Fatmore's poems, such sz "King Cophetus the First,” indicats a

consistency with this attitude. Jove, bored with "Juno's almozt oqual

zind,” descends

On low and little earth to seock
#hat vessel infinitely veak
(Tke abler for the infinite honour

fle hugely long'd to put upon her).
whe distinotion botween the sexes Patriore carricd even further;
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ho folt that women had a greator eanaclty for affoction than mon did and

that men were correspondingly more endowsd with understanding than were

their rates.

- e W W e
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Hocause of this richnaess of affsctiong, and because
of her greator sensitivity to the value of human
feoling, woman is a conotunt remindor to man of
those mysteries of love and being which lie bayond
the scopo of reason . « « widch mun iz otherwise
likely to ignore since they are not discoverable

by the renson glone. She rovaals %o man now depths
within himself, and ensbles him to complete himaolf
ao his underatanding enables her to complete hor-
solf, As his spiritucl witoess and conscience,
wonam conveys to hids an awzreness of divinity
which he realizoes in this _l%fe in love, the love
of marriage in ;nrticular.j

WS W W G M M W i el et We &d b
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Correspondinz to this attitudo toward women is Patmoro's

description of her purpoac.

thought.

Her foce
Is the summ’d swectness of the earth,
Her soul the glass of heaven's grace,
To which she loads mo by the handj
Or, brisfly all the truth to say
80 you, who briefly understand,

the 13 both heaven and the way.
(The angel in the House, II, 1x)

Marrisge, then, was the only way to achleve happiness, Patmore
jiis 4dea of truc marriags was thut it was the precursor of

divine union betwoen God and the goul; thorefore the earthly union could

not be complete perfection because this was resecrved for the heavenly

conjunction rehearsed fors,

separation he approved of if the imperfection

‘wtw too pronounced, but he would not condone divorce. Patmore's marriage

ideal was not based on Victorian pentimentality, but was an art involving
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mutual reopect and adatcation for the spiritual and emotional capabilities
6'{ both partners. "mmrn wag no place for sither to tako the other for
grantoed; rother both wera to cultivate’ ienderness. fo maw marriago in
the reelities of fumdly lifo comavon %0 all xges, not 4in tho soclally
eatablished Victorian standards of domasticity. 1% was not until The
Unknown Eros, however, in which he clearly indicated his attitude toward
sox and its Importance in the relation to marriage, that the middlo class
vwhos he was desoriving trensferred its loyalty to Tennyzon.

His subjeot of vadded sex life wns conoldercd a ridiculous
subject by uany, tut was thought of as divinn by Patmore. lle folt that
pura gax was the bost aanifestation of God's love that hoth God and the
aroative post were abtle to recognize. As a result, man's attitude toward
love was £0 be the golden mean of ewe &nd respoct, never reaching tho
oxcensas of abatinenco or fazilisrity. “Abstinence® must bo qualified,
because Patmore had no uze for purity which resulted from fear, but
honorad that which resulted fron love. The exercising of zalf-control
ovér pasaion and will in marriage would result in the hapﬁiost. most
peaceful state that man could reach, thought Patmore. V¥hen hig philos-
ophy was queationed, Patzore gaid that love batweon man and wonan was
either representativa of the animals or symbolie of God; and since it
received the blesaing of a religious sacrasent, ho proferrsd t> concelve
of zan as Codlike.

ratmorets method of presentation varied, appearing in 1ts light-

est and most popular form in The Angel in the Housa, the Angel boing not

a woman, but love. fie woo laughed at for bringing love to Splisbury



97

Cathedral, but at the ssme time he was gaining popularity; because the
passions he described wers associanted with the daughters of an Anglican
dean, they became respectable and proper. Ho plotured the young man and
woman both as pursuers bofore und aftor the wedding, both trying to fule
£411 their spiritusl and physical selves. By the books, it vas the men
alone who was supposed t0 pursue, but mere ofton than not, in Victorian
England and in 20th century America,:
Without his knowledge he was won;
Againat his nature kept devout;
Bhe'll never tell him how 'twas done,
And he will never find it out,
If, sudden, he suspects hor wiles,
And hears her forging chain and trap,
And looks, she site in simple sailesn,

Her two hands lying in her lap.
The Angel in the Houge, 1I, viii)

As to Patmore's opinion of the social poaition of women, he
would not condone divorce, nor did he think that social independence
was according to their mature. He definitely put & dampor on the femi-
nist movement by glorifying the importance of wife and motherhood. He
valued education for women, both surried snd unmarried, howevere He
understood that educated wives would be botter friends and companions
to thelr husbands as wall es better mothern, fe found purity in &1l who
repented; to him the only sin vas the unrepented one. Thorefore, ho had
a place in his philosophy for the fallen and batrayed women 0 sontimentnle

ized by the Victorian writers.
patmore did not oxhibit the sentimental and romantic qualities

abounding in his contemporaries, such as Tennyson. Yet it seems hardly

fair to compare the two posts. Tennyson was strictly a poet; Pataore



98

vae a philosopher. Patmore's idoes wight have been further crystalizod
through his rebellion ageingt the sweetnose and banality of Victorian
-middle?-claaa life deplcoted by Tennyscn. Patuore never thought of love
as common, but treated cach individuel exporience as a unigue and com-
plete avent; rogirdless of its purtukerse He had no good words for o
i‘ather who prescribed his childrea's marrisges on the busis of gocial
position, economics, or Jjust plain dogmntisms It would be hard to define
the line between the perfect marrisges propesed by the two poets. loth
belioved in a ;ﬁartnerahip in which euach party' took care of his own respone-
aibiuﬁieé and no more, and in which the husband was superiors From what
has been learned, Tennyson's mother was probably vory eimilar to Enily
'v Patwore, ond so the concoptions the two men had for the maternal position
wore not unlike. Reither poet considercd any form of husan activity too
inatgnificant to write about. In actual form it wovld seem that tho men
differed very little in their attitudes toward womenj both desired to
Izeep.tm in iha honece. ‘1t {8, however, their reasons which separate
then; Tennyson's were‘traditional end Patnore's vere religious. That is,
Tennyson had no mason oihér than his own partiality, which does not die-
crodit it, for treating womon ac he did; but Patoore arrived at his treate
ment through a systematic philosophye Uoth men supported the pano vay
of life, the 1ife led by fho sajority of middle-class people like the
Tennysons before théy received social distinction, and the Putmores.

fomo of the individual poems of tho period define more specif-
ically the problems and situations: o middle-class 1ife for the young

Victorian 51;-1. The time for o change had come and some of the poets
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recognized 3;1:. The idle women of the middle class necded to do conothing,
For this reasm, and others, educstion wus promoted; teaching vas an ocouw-
pation that was becoming respectable. Many thought that vomen aimum take
any employment that would require thedr energy as woll aw their time. One
of the poets who expressed the niw point of view was Artlur. Sugh Clough.

‘ But ye, yo spurious ware, who
HMight be plain women, and can be by no possibility better!
Ye ynhappy statueties and miserubls trinkets,
Poor alabaster chimmey~plece ornerents under glans cases,
Come, in God's neme, cone down! the vary Fromch clock by you
Puts you to ghame with ticking; the {ire-irons doride you.
YTou, young girl, who have hed such advantages, learnt so quickly,
Can you not teech? O yes, end she likes Sunday school extremely,
Only it's soon in the morning. Awayl if to teach be your calling,
It in no play, but a businesuy: off! go teach and de paid for it.
Lady Sophia's so good to the sick, so firm and a0 gentle.
Is there a nobler sphere than of hospital nurse and matron?
Hust thou for cooking & turn, 1little lady Clarissa? in with thon,
In with your fingera! their benuty it apofls, but your own it cnhances,
For it is besutiful only to do the thing we are zeant for.

{"The Bothie of Tober-na-Vuolich")

In the same poem Clough wroto, "Labour, and labour alone can edd to the
beauty of women.” Clough und his acho‘ol, althouah less remembered than
Tennyson and those who advocated the Vietorian ptandard of early daye,
ware the contemporary modern poois, the angry young men, because they did
not observe the cultural lage They recognized the changes of the sure
rounding situstion and tried to mature with it.

A gecond poem important for this study is furora leigh, by
£1igabeth Barrett Browning., Mrse Brovning's story, in nine bocks, is of

contemporary Victorian 1ife.

| Aurora Leizh (1857) was regarded by many
of its day as at once tho very apotheosnis of woman's
jove and a tract establishing forever woman's equal-
ity and true partnorship with men in marrisgo. It
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is 2 tedlous and long-dravmeout and nortemtously
gontimental tulo. There is charaoterisation in it,
it 1 true, that of Yiss leigh, Aurora'’s sunt, a
type of Englishwoman « « « And an unsufferably arro=
gant men, Yomney lelgh, iurora's cousing ia finmlly
brought to hoel by & nobly suffering woman. It is
all of 1t the very eossence of sentimental ¥id-
Viotorianism. Hrs. Browning is, indedd, reaponaie-
ble for a good deal of the ferling aroused among
the impatient of today against the unoffending
tize, font groving into picturcoqueness now that
the twentieth century is well into its secind quarw
tor. The quality of furcra leizh is of a surt that
can exist only among those that are protecied from
the roalitics of 1ifo by the strong zzoulglwho are
not afraid to accept things as thoy are.

- G W W W e e Wy A W e W e B S W S Y R

dornelius Weygandt, The Tima of Tonnynon, ppe 155-1564

Weygandt holds Mrs. Browning responaible to sose degree for the
contemporary impreasion of Vietorianism. It would seom that she shares
the blame with a fow other pocta and countleas novolists of the period
who wrote with similar themes and characterss The cherscters are the
stereotypes, hardly credible, that cen be found in many of the contem=
porary novels, Romney was the gelf-atyled martyr who was going to sacri-
fice himaelf by narrying the girl froa the streets, #orian was the girl
fron the streets who was untouched by the £11th that surrounded her.

Lady Waldomsy was 8 schening aristocrat who did not know that peoplo
below her own station had the right to feelings. As for Aurora leigh

herself,

Elizabeth Barrett Browning ¢ « » wrapped hor « o »
in a
| large

Man's doublet, careless did 1¢ £it or no.

down scorn upon the liberal education of
womanhood--the classical French, tho German, the
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polis, the stuffed birds, the waxed flowsre—Ilet
her acquire "the trick of latin and Gresk." But
no moro than the trlcts It wes upon poctry that
Aurora satisfied her appetite vhen she foumd the
poets, her “soul sprang up surprised.” The preo=

© liminery training with the classics may, of course,
have imparted elasticily to her soul, tut the
stress throughout the poom is laid rather on Aurora's
ingight into life, as &n art%m, than upon hsr
intellectual expansfon « o &2

-t WS WE aw A S Gy B v G M G B WS nE W M e W

Theumson, pe 624

Pesides the conventional lideral education established for

young Victorisn girls, Aurora studled to learn the position of women in

asocclety.

I read a score of books on womanhood
To prove, if women do not think at all, ’
They way teach thiniking, « «

~books demonstrating
Their right of comprohending husband's talk
¥hen no% t00 deap, and even of onsvering
With protty "may it plesse you,” or "so it ig,"—
Their rapid insight and fine aptitude,
varticular worth and general misuionariness,
As long as they keep quiat by the fire
_And nover say "no" whon the world says “ay,”
For that is fatal,~their angelic reach
of virtue, chiefly used to git and dam,
And fatien household sinners,-—their, in brief,
Potential faculty in everything
Of abdicating powor in it:

he scorned thia positions Sho was not willing to accept it for hersolf.

To men, Aurora szid about the feainine dutiest

By tho way,
"he works of women are symbolical. <
Yo mew, sew, prick our fingers, dull our sight,
Producing what? A peir of slippers, nir,
mo put on when you're weary—or a stool

o stumble ovor and vex You ¢ «
Or elge at bect, a cushion, vhere you loan
And ploep, and dream of pozething we are not,

Put would be for your BaKO.

r
Linmany
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Aurory wes sm::i"g terey es che did in seny cuses, for voranhood in gen-
eraly and not for herselfs She rejected tho 1ife of the typical Victordan
woman, choo 7 @ carcer as an authoress, a professicnal worker, who wrote

< aith one hond for the bookacllers,
Yhile workdng with the othor for myself,

And yot, Hra, Browning's horoine cennot, in Justice
to the apecien, be connldered a curcer woman ot
hearts It ig true that ghe has "clipt the curls
before her eyes”, but not for cne noment dces ehe
ceass t0 be polf-conseiong about her ghorn state,
Tho may scribble $3111 uidnight in her attio, re-
view books, write o moasterpleco urd become famous,
tt all thet mekes her none tho less ready to ade
-mit to Romney, whenever che in given o secomd
chanco, that

Art ia mvch, ut Love is mores
0 Art, my art, thou'rt such, but Love iz more!

It is difficult to feel that, by her defection, the
structure of woman's employaent lost one of its

sturdier props.
- W G N ﬂ-ﬂ’“ﬂﬂ“”““ﬁﬂ
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Hevorthalosa, Aurore did her part to define Victorianism. Her
attitudos nbout the worth of women werc capitelized on by the feminists,
tove. Ghe vas a successful artist in conpotition with men; she had the
proper .attiwde toward her critics and her publice
| Showes a woman, however; and as such, her opinions of others of

her aaz; aro interasting. Yost of her obgervations wers on women in genoral;

aomo vore studies of individual wozen. One such woman wag her aunt, &

victorisn old maid, a propery parrow-minded maden who protected herself

from life.
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The poor elub oxerclsed hor Chrintian gifts
Of knitting stockinga, stitching petticoats,
Becouze w2 are of one flosh after all

&nd necd ome flannsl, (with proper sense

- Of differomeo in the quality)—and still

The book-glub, guarded from your modern trick
Of shadng dangerous guostions from the creasa,
Freserved hor intellectuals She had lived

A gort of capge-bird life, born in & cage,
Accounting that to leap from perch to perch
¥eg act and Joy enough for any bird,

Aurora's asunt ia daﬁnitély éteréotyped. She nover came to life; she
never leoaped ovat of hor oopoe She conforzed $0 the modern conception of
& Victorian woman. And beocnuse ghe conformed, the conception is partly
Hra.. Mng*a ronponsdibility.

Of the eristocratic i:azxz'«.n, lady Yaldemar, Aurém wrotes

She hod the low volce of your Inglioh danes,
Umused, it geema, to need rise half a noto
To catch attontion,--and their quiet mood,
As if they lived too bigh above the earth
For that to put them out in snythings
So gentle, becuune vorily so proud;
S0 wary and afeared of hurting you,

By no menns that you are not really vile,
fut that they would not touch you with their foot
To push you to your place; so0 seli-possessed
Yet gracicus and conciliating, it takes
An effort in their presence to speak truth:
You know the gort of woman,--brilliant atuff,

And out of natures "Lady Woldemnre™ -
This is & pleturs of the ariotoarat fron the vantage pont of the middle
slase. Aurora wroto that Lady Waldemar rrosented an attitude of complete
superiority. Dut she admitted that the Ledy knew no bett&, for an

Harian said:

iadies who

. git high, however willing to look down,
#4111 scarce sce lower thsn their dainty feet:
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Jut lady ¥aldowsy thought that ale wao az humsn as anybody else. Sho tried
to convinge Aurorn that hor emotions wers an cloae %o the surface ao the
working girls vere. She nadd:

¥a falr lodien, o + o
have bearts within,
Hammy live, improvident, fndecent hoarts,
48 ready for distrocted endn and acts
Ag any diatressed sempstress of then all
That Homney groans and toils for. YWe cateh love
ind other fovers, in the vulgar way.
love will not be outwitted Ly our wit, -
Hor oatrun by our equipscost—rino
Persisted, splie of efforis.

lady Yaldeomnr, hovevar, did not zéally conzider the fact that the pempe
stress and her kind had omoticns. As a typlcal aristocratic lady, she
indulged in mora "poor pzopling” than most, but she did 1t for personsl
gains, not through any huzanitarian dediestion.

Aurora also dlocussed women as @ clags. Scme of her argunonts
or obzervetions were no doubt used by the feniniats because they pointed
out vomen's right to themselves as individuals. For instance, when

Rommey asked hor to marry hism, che ansuorsd:

what you love,
Iz not & weman, Romney, but a cause:
You want a heljeate, not a mistress, sir,~—
A wife to help your onds » « in hor no ond!
Your cauae is noble, your enda excellent,
But I, being most unworthy of these and that,
Do otherwise concelve of loves

And later she pnid:

You forget too wmuch

That every creature, femsle as tho male,

Stends singlo in responasible act and thought,

£a alao in birth cnd death, Phoover soys

Po o loyal woman, “"Love and work with we,”
¥1i11 et fair answers, if the work and love

Being good in thenselves, are good for here~the best
She wns born fors
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Suah anovern shooked Xounvy, It never occurred to bir that Aurora would
refuse hde proposel, ruch less thet the reanon would be becsins what he
wes offoring did not it her, 4 retuff 1iko aurora's vas unheard of in
Victorimn Snpland.  Put Aurorn Tol% that she hoed ng much right to bLe
happy and entinfied oo lornoy did. So che set love asice to develop hor
beod self, her pootic self, but she found thet che could no longer do
snything slona. Coclety requirad thet everylhing be done on a big scale.
If Aurora wanted to prove smething, nho hd 4o ntart n novement £o show
that the thing wan plausidle snd ypogaible befora the thing was done,
Grganizafim had replocsd individual yprogress. Aurors wrote:

A wensn camnot do the thing sho ought, |

¥hich means whnlcver porfect thing shas oan,

In 14fe, in art, in ocionce, but she feurs

To let the porfect sction toke her part
And rost thero: she mupt prove what che can do

Bofore she does ii,--prate of woman's rights,

Of wonmen's nission, woman'’s function, t1l1

The nen (who are prating, too, on their side) cry,

" women's function plainly 1s o « to talk.”
Thig s the situation that the Victorian foministe faced, Socloty and
convantion forbade thes to prove thoir rights by action, They had to
tallke about thee. Aurora tried to zet, tried to put herself {n the man's
world, forgstting thot sho was a woman., She was succesaful to all out-
ward appearances; che becane the 1dol of meny woaker women. Put Aurora
vas not reslly succesaful.

#oat of Aurora's analysos of women proved that they think in

terms of their own surroundings, thedr own family, thelr own experiences,
and ought not, therefore, to try to understand tho world without. Aurora

discovered that she was one of thnso women. Rormey'o opinion of womenm,
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which Aurora finslly had to agreo with, was that women make their gencrw
alizations from their own experi&ncea, which resch from a child's sicke
ness to an old man standing in the cold, Esch sepsrato experience thoy
expand into s world of woes And yet they cannot coamprehend m real world
t‘mmdy; race probloms, plagues, or ignorsnce on a wide scale. And so
he said: .

Tharefore, this same world
lﬁncommhended by you, must remain
: Uninfluenced by you.—¥omen as you are,
" Mere women, personal and passionate,
- You glve us doating mothers, and chaste wiveo,
- .Sublime Madonnes, and enduring saints!
¥e got no Christ from you,—~and verily
¥o shall not pat a poot, in my mind,

Aurore agreed that womon are tied down to the immediate timd and sur-
roundingse She also tmder:atood, in the samo sense, thnt voman. are cone
cerned wiih how thay are jJudged at any particular moment by ona particular
persong not with how thelr sotions will influence soclety as a whole.

They are not interested in soolety in genoral, tut are dedicated to one

man, usuelly, to one love,

We women « » «
. strain our natures at doing momathing great,

¥ar lesas becauna it's something great to do,
_Than; haply, that we, 80, comnend oarselves

As being not small, and more appreciable
_To gome ono friend. ¥e must have mediators
Betwixt our highest conscience eand tho Judge;
Some eweat saint'se blood munt quicken in our palms,
Or all the lifs in heaven secns slow and colds
Good'only, being perceived as the end of good,
And God alone pleage,--that's too poor, we think,
And not enough for ua, by any seans.

Aurora egreed, thenm, that 1t is mun's place to sorve God, women's to serve

nan. the womun wants it that way. And hov does she smerve man? One
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thing she does is try to protect him, to toke upon herself ali his troubles.
{

To gee a vrong or sulfering moves un all
' To undo 1tg ‘e o 8 -
: : - w=!tig our woman's trade

To suffer torment for another's easo.

The world's male chivalry has perished out,

Put wozen are knightseerrant to the last,

Angd, if Cerventes had boen greater atill,

He had made hia Don a Donna,

Another thing a wonan does is soothe o dejected man, ilexr way of comforting
| hin is similar to the wa‘y.ahe comfarts a child. Shebcan reascn with neither
of them uhe;x thaiy e,ﬁoiiona are involved. After Homney realized that he
had lost Marien, he sutomatically pulled his chair up to Aurora's and she,

" just as automatically, soothed him as she would a child.
And I, instinctively, a8 women use

Before a swoot friend's grief,—when, in his ear
They s the tune of comfort, though themselves
Host ignorant of the special words of such,

And quiet se snd fortify hia brain .

And give it time and strength for feeling out

10 resch the avelling senso bheyond the sound,e—
Went murmuring to him, what, if written here,
¥ould peenm pot much, yet fetched him batter holp
“Then, peradventure, if it hod been more,.

¥ith the tone of her voice, a woman can cnla a man, Or a child, and thereby
help him to regain hie fxmco of wind and his ability to reason out the

situation. Her own roasoning alone would de inadequate.
Children are also left to a womsn'o cAre.

Women know
The way to rear up children, (to be Jjust,)
Thay know & simple, merry, tender knack
Of tying sashes, fitting baby-shoes,
And stringing pretty words that make no sense,
And kigsing full sense into eampty words;

PRI B R 2 A

such good do mothers. Fathers love as well
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'--hp\t still with heavior brains,
And wills more consciously responsible,
, And not as wisely, since less foolishly;

Aurora folt that tha voman's natural occupation was gerving har
husband and her ohildren, Even if che had considered herself a sucosss
in"the masculine world, hor obsorvations of vonsnicind in general would
still prove her an excefﬂ;ion. Althoagh Mrs. Browning treated women of

- the Victorien age 'speciﬁd&ny. aho also treated them as they aro uni-
versally, hmmeo, making hersolf ‘em oxception to the rule that women do
not know how tclt gemeralizo.
| Some Victorian poets described accuratoly the life of the middlo-
eiass w.omn;‘ othars merely presented their attitudoes tdward her. Both
pointn of view are essentlsl for an ovalmflon of the contemporary impres-
sion of the Victorian middle-cluss women. Of the posta who preferred to
study snd theredy to comsent on the wouan as an infiividwal divorced from
society, Browning is the best xnown. Instead of dealing with the society,
he dealt with women's problemn that arose because of tho society. His
imaginative nnalysis saved his women from the flatness of come of Tenny-
son's. EBrowning could look bemeath the superficiality of on'o avent and
imagine the offect this event would have on the entire wowan. ¥hon
Brawniné's vomen speak, thoy often botray an intelleotual superiority
unexpected of a viotorian woman. ¥hen his men spesk, they usually suffer
because thoy are awaras of their comparutive nental weakness.
| In “iny ¥ife to Any Pusband,” the wife is about to die. In this
has. e kmm undmtanding of the love that exists batween them.

state, nhe

She realiges that a msn loves for a different readon than & woman, end sho
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wishes it were not 8o« - Her groatest feur i3 that her husbend will forget
har love after sho dles. Che lasgines the argusent he would put up when
~ he bogan to love zxgéxin. She would understand and consent, tut would still
- wigh 1% wﬂu}.dvnof: be. - The knovs thut he would not conmsidor loving another
‘while she was aliva; he nealsd love and ghe fuifillad his noedn. But aftor
she was dead, her love, ramenbered, could no longer satisfy him. For a
womany lova ip her whole life. I ha ware to die first, she would con-
tinue to szbaist on his love. To a man, however, love is only a part of
life, but a neceanary part that he needs continually. Ho cannot store it.
She. knmts that bor husband could not understand hor distress, becauae ho
thinks of her love for him in his own torms. MHe does not understand the
depth and complexity of her lovs. Ghe reconcilos heraclf as well as she
can to the fact that he will love again, so she will consider these lovea
trifling effairs that will not discredit the lovo he had for her. One last
atteapt ‘at rationalization, sha hopes that his pride will prevent him from

loving sgaine.

Yhat did I fear? Thy love shall hold me fast

Until the little minuto's sleep 1s past
and T weke savade——And yot it will not be!

In another of Browning's pooms, "A Woman's Laat Word,” the wife
was unfaithful. Sho shows no slgna of maturity or cuperiority; she acts
ke & childs her logic is tulsted. After they have gone to bed hor hus-

band begins to question her. The result 1 angry words and tears. She

cunmot understand vhy ho wants to pry for the truth whan 1t will only

prove her false to him. She tells hinm to ignoro suspicionsj she alroady

has. &he wanta to forget the whole aituation and have overything as it
L - > i
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wz;s befores GShe cannot faco reality. A1l she wants is to curd up.in
the warmth and protection of hde armo end go to sleep. Che will be all
his; she will do or bo enything hie wents, but not this nights One night
in needed to forpot the arpuing end weeping; besidea. she is tired. The
wife tries ﬁo'i‘c:rgﬁt a situation che does not like, ¥hen che does not
now what to 4o, she Qe.nts protection; che domends protections Ia it not
her husbend's duty so & Yictorien wman to defend her? Browning's conception
of women 1o velid todey.

: :Lihird aitustion is described in Brovning's "In a Yoere"
In this poem, Browning shoved what can happen if a sarrisge is typlcally
Victorian, if the pan is the agéresnor and dominator, @d tho woman is
takon for grantéd. Browning ahoved why tho‘uaﬁ renlly does not want it
that vay, vt only wants it to seem thot \;ay. The Victorian middle~class
é&rriase, ag has bocn stated, wes often based on convenience., Love was
rarely a requircment, In this cuse, the cou;ile ves not married yet for
the very reacon that tho woman did notllove tho man. He gave hor a
yeﬁr to. learn, but che never tried. ile adored hew, hovcve;, and she
.£hrivad on ﬁeing lovede Ohe know ihat he longod Lo hour ber epeait, tut
ghe thought i% was her voice alone that thrilled hin. ictually he van

pleading with her to express love for hime

*Sreak, I love thee best!”
He exclaimed.

"Let thy love ny ovn foretell,"”
I confessed:

Kow tgm; ghe has iost the flattery of a lover, sho 1s confused.

She thought that she did what was expacted of a Victorisn girl, if not

| more.‘ It naver occurx?ed to her that she should return his lova. Sho was
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& woman and that neant thut she was to bo pascive and obodients isctuslly
ahe had thought thst sho hud boen quite considerste in allowing hin to
indulge in hoar POsgoasions.

Yas it wrong to own,
Being truth?
Yhy should all the glving prove
flis alone?
I had woalth and ocsnme,
Beauty, youtly—
3inge v lover guve love,
1 guve thega.

It puzgled her that he had left her. It had beon his choice to love her.
She had never been emotionally fnvolved, tut had tried to be falr, sho

- thought, and to give him what she bade

That_ vas all I meant
-0 be Just,

And tha passion I had ralsed,
To cuntent,

Sinoo ho chose to chinge
Gold for dust,

I gavo hin what he praised.
Hag 1t atrange?

8he scess to suspect hers vhab was wronge Bhe roalised that her possessions
vere dust in comparison to his love. Dut aho cruld not make herself accept

any blame. Browning was very critical of the ghallow Vietorian womane

george Haredith sav in aarried 1life soze of ths things that
Browning did. ™Modern Love,” by Xeredith, conslsts of a marrdnge where
the original, exciting love is gones In company, the pair put,‘up 8 pro-
tense of clevar talk, each adsiring the other in the came of wits. Por-
haps, however, cach is longing for the othary but it is only in coapany
:I;at timy can bo homsﬁ. Zareied peoplo can be very prouds An embarrassing

situation arises when an old bachslor friend comes to tell of his forthcoming
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rrloge. He, of course, expects them to rejoice with hin in the prospects

of his marrled 1ife. 7They lave succecded in fooling socletys

| There are bints of unfudthfulneps on the wife's part, us there
vas in Browning's “A Yowen's Last Vord.” And, vo in Browning's poem, the
vife cannot tnlk adbout it. F@ still lovea hor, ho wants to forgive her,
but she will not ask him to. He finds himself secing her through the
eyes of othey men, eapeciuily when oho 1o drescesd upy ho forgots that he
is parried 10 hers fo longs for signs that she i willing to yieldj tut
ho will x_mt azky, because Le wants to bo wantxd, to be loved for himself.
He doss not weat to be tho dontrrint, demanding Viotorian husband who uses
hin wifa. ile kxnows that he could bo ihe anvy of O'shor‘men becnuse his
wife is 30 besutiful. If ohe would onlylndom him! vondering why she
-does‘ not, what he did wrong, bo decidey that hig whola concoption of love
hag beon wrong. He did not expect it to change. He was going to be the
undisputed zaaéter and she was going %0 be a worshiping and obedieﬁt wife,
ho thought, one who did vhat ahe v;mn told without questioninge.

T dreant of loyal J/lfe:

& 9 6 8 8 ¥ 0
My crizo do thaty o o o
I plotted to bs worthy of the world.
Oh, had I with =y darling help'd to aince
The fucta of 1life, you still had seen ne go

e 2 0 & s & B o s

Hor mucheadorad delightful iairy irince!

nengiong bulld, segsong paste Finally oke canu him to her and

thﬁ}' drink of the yiver of forgetfulness.

Then each applied that fatal knife,

Deep- questioaing, which probsa to endless dole.
Ahy. what a dusty answer gets tho aoul

Jhen hor for cortainties in this our 1ife!
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Heredith e:xg:kx'wwledgad the vife's naed for mcn@iﬁou‘ as nn individusl.
Browning onw the same need. Moth wepr aware of the degeption in the cone
tempamry idesl pattorn for lova and rarriege. These poots were influential
in tho movemant for women's rizhta.

How d1d the postry of tho poriod affoct women? Yag there any
allianes between tho two? Moat of tho poots capturad the way of 1ife 4n
the ziddle-class society nlthough thny 1d not deseribe all of the aapeots
of the life. Jeveral poets were acutely awaro of thn ™womon problem”
that was erising. Parhapa they wanted to be fair and givo ths movement
every wﬁeauragemnt, mt they, including M"rsz. Browning, could not dony
thoir pootic instinets to preserve tho sentinmontal. For the mont part,
the poots who treated the aidile-class life were accurato; but thay wore
not .ccmplstaly honest. They mede tha life seem very attractive and appealing
bacaune they omitted tho aspects that the Industrial Mavolution prowoted.
Thore were not enough Cloushs 'ﬂw‘ could approach the problens and the
people practically and realistically. The’m wer> t00 many nostalgic,
romantic Tennysonss As a result, the romntic ricture was kept because
it wns prettier, ond the inevitable change was 4gnored usllong an peosible,
until the tmsition could no lomrmar bo made graduzlly.

. How were unsubnissive wonen prosented in pootry? lomineering
and poscessive women 1ike Mra. Mertineau ond Mrs. Trollope vere studied
by Browning, who felt that such vosen werc the rule rather than the ex-
| coption, e wo-:‘ld agroe, howover, that the number of wemen who let their
posnesnivensss extend outcide the household affairs was fow. ile knew that

oot of them hod no derire to lcave tho safaty of thelr homos. liis wife
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naw that f&?ﬁ!t womeit were Inonpable of survival outside thelr homes; they
couid-not compete in the worlds Victorian women, like Mary Ann Tvans,
who lived outslde convention but who werse admirod by the conventional,
wara saggestod by 'rs. Broming in hor characterization of Aurora leighe
The artistic mind, in 1l4fe ard 4in pootyy, wns indepondent.

Bat Aurora Leigh did not wont to reuain independent. Although
she scormed the convontional way of 1i€e, che vanted to be part of it.
 Mrpse Browming, like CWentxy Patmore, bolieved that women wore meant to
anrve man's needs. PBoth felt, howover, that thin wns a noble task bacnuse
mn could not gerve God, which was thelr purt, without the particular and
apaoiﬂi aid of womene Tho selfepiving Christian wife in Tennyson's "Sea
Ireams" corresponds to the devoted Guaker mothor, lizabeth Fry. ' The
pootry descrdbad en ideul patiern for middle-clana 14fe, The Victoriun

vonen did thedir best to live up %o this poetic represontation.
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CHAPTER XXX

THE WOMAR OF TRE LABORING PEOPLR

A further consideration of the Industrial Revolution, after
noting the changes in middle-class 1life, is ite effect on the lower olass.
The first thought is of tho terridle conditions in the 'ninea and factories,
eapacia;ly for the women. A study of those women is a different type of
project from thono already undertaken, Previously, the purpose has been
to compure the historical woman with the poetical one, and in 8o doing,
to determine which more accurately conforms to the modern conception of
Victorianisms. It is impossible to study the woman of the working class
in this way' Jdecanse, firnt, thers are no holpful personul diaries to
asuthenticate hisforical dencription, snd second, because thore are very
few narrative poems that treat tho lsboring woman as sn individual, Poems
dealing with these people treat thom as a classj alno, most writém who
conpidared writing about the lowor class did so because they were intor-
ented in socisl reform. Usually protests against deplorable conditions

| in any situation are more powerful and far-reaching if they are in prose.
Another reapon why the women of the lower class cannot be etudied as the
women in tho other classes wers is that they were not considered Victorians.
‘l‘hei.f only association with Victorisnism was as the objects of the "poor

peopling” indulged in by the aristocrats on occasion. They were associatod

with the Industrial Revolutions



116

The Industrial Revolution drove the poor women into factories.
The textile vorkers were usunlly tho wives and daughters of men in the
8ame i’mtory; they filled the demand as the revolution increased. It was
not; unusual for a woman to work from thirteen to eighteen hours a day;
‘gho vas paid less than hzilf what her malo counterpirt got for the sume
jobs The uninformed aristocrats thought that theso conditions were prop-
er bacause it made fnctory working so unappealing that the woman would
atay home whore she belonged. It was poverty, not interest, that drove
the woman to work, .

| The employers liked to have women working for thems The women

woriced for less monay, they worked at night, they were not unionized, and
they obeyed orders docilely. ‘The male employoes disliked them for the
vory ssme reasons. The men, who wero organized, used their strength to
thwart the women ag such as poosible by breaking their machines and
harming thom plwsicaily. They managed to have laws pansed restricting
the percontage that vorked in a factory and forbidding them to work while
their husbands were alive.

fven though tho women wers not membors of unions, they verc
affeoted by the actions of the orgadizatiann. especially by the strikes

which they usually enjoyed.

Their apathy toward the unions had one
eolourful incident in ite history. Dickens, in his
account of the Preaton strike of 1854, in which the
women not only failed to attund the mass meotings
pat refused to pay their part of the expenses, printed
in Household ¥orda the ditty inscribed to the Preston
women by the atrikers:

within these walls the lassos fair
refupe to contribute their share
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Careless of duty--blind to fume,

For shanme, ye lasnes, oh! for shame!

Come, pay up, lasses, think what's right,

Defend your trade with all your might;

For if you don't the world will blume,

And cry, ye lasses, oh, for shane!

Let's hope in future all will pay,

That Preston folks may shortly say:

That by your aid they bave obtain'd

The greatest victory ever gained, 1
(Houschold Words, VIII, pe 555)
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The situation began to arcuse the upper-class uctorianq who
'becam concerned atout the future generations. If all parents were
factory workera; what would be the moral a.nﬁ opfritunl growth of the chil-
dren? Or wha‘t obout just growth? Would there be any? flealth probloms
ware the first to be considared. So toams of inapactors vent to tho varie
ous factories. Treir reports of conditions varied acoording to the -
poses of the reportor and the mill involved. Some rooms were ap hot as
140°, at the same timo boing filled with dust or cotton fluff stirred
up in production. The 0lder buildings had very fow windows, and the
never ones rarely had opened windowsj 6o the fumes from the machines
added to the bod aire. The wheels of the machines were not covered and
often causht tho aprons and hair of tho wozen working by them, resulting
in permanent injurica. Bome factories employed no pregnant women and
fow married wonen, It was generally nccepted by all reporters that fao-
tory 1ife wss not a fit preparation for motherhood because the long
hours of stending, especially if practiced from youth, tended to decrease
the siso of the pelvis. When nothers worked,; thoir bables wore neglected;

the mortality rate was highe
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Tim living conditions of these people were Just ag bad., Their
bagenent apartments were below the level of the streets so that aevagse
flouéd in freely. Ragn stuffed the windows of the dark, dank, dirty,
and overcrowded rooms,

The footories led to the destructicn of tho family aysten,
There was no similarity between the family 1ife of tho lower class and
that of the aristocracy. ¥ith each souber of the family bringing in
monay, the father uas not necessarily the hoad, especially if the chile
dren veﬁz supporting him. In Aurora Leigh, Marian mentionod that the
children vere expected to support their parents. |

(Your childron work for you, not you for thom,

Or else they better hud been choked with afr

The firat breath drawnj)
It wan not at sll unusual for everyone in tho famlly to find work tut the
father, who remsined home and tried to manage the younger children and the
house. He usually failed, The love and respect within the family wan
nonexiateont.

Yhen the girle found that they could earn enough money to supw
port themselves, thoy foolishly moved away fros supporting the family,
bought fancy dresses and jewolry, and often egxded dp walking tho streets.
1t 4s hard to condemn the girls, considerdns tho atmosphere in which

they grew upe Tho fectories wore filled with indecent language, liquor,
saoking, theft. There were no dressing roomsj none of the workers wore
many clothes because of the heat. These conditions, cocbined with long,

boring hours, led to the need for axcitement. Horal and spiritual standards

wera bound to bresk.
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A point to remember, although it is not necessarily a plessant
ona, is that immorality wan wideopremi among the lowor classes. It wan
only ihe factory girls who got the a:ctention, becaue_se the Industrial
Revolution had created the deplornble conditions for women. !Much wan
rublished and oxaggerated about them becayse they were independent and
not pmteét&& by their employers as were their equals who had worked for
yeers as gervantz or farmhands or s@mtmsea. What the factory girls
did on their own time was public businessy vhat the other laboring girls
did was not genorally known because their masters, who divulged only what
tiwjr pleased, would not 'expoae their oun asployecs. ' '

In 1850 a low was passed liniting the hours of work for vomen
and children from six o'clock in the morning to six at night, or from
aoven to seven, with one and a half hours for meals, and no work after
two otolock bon Saturday., Thesc reforms czme after years of debate; the
ultimate result waes vory good. At first, there was a groat reduction in
pay; tut soon the factories wore turning out more in the ten hours than
they previously had in twelve. The lav also resulted in putting more
people in btusiness, although it was expected to close up some nilla.

One company could no imgar mcmc:poiizo ‘the bids and requiro overtime to
complete tho orders. The women, with the extra time at houe aach day,
regnined their interest in their homes and feoilies, taldng good ocare of
both. They learned to sew and knit and some had the opporiunity to attend
night school to learn to read snd write.

1¢ was not long before the mills provided benefita for their

employees. They had lending libraries, modical attendants, saving banks,
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and dining roows, In progressive mills, these oxtrac were initiated and
managed and partially puid for by the employess. It was gool for thea to
be aoﬁwhat indopendent., After 18%0, factory women became respectable
and officlent, and they had the earning power of amen,
| In 1i%erature, the factory girl, textile and non~textils, was
virtually ignorod by the novelist. :he was not pratty, and in no way was
sho romantic. She vas brought up in filth and naver got out of 4t. She
swore, drank, lived wildly, and gladly scraped to suprort hor illegitimate
childmr_:. She had none of the qualifications of the Victorian hemine.
| The gir) who was eaployed by a nelighbor who hed frames for
zaking stockings or zlovas was forgotten by any leglslation or atteapt
at refornm so wall &s by novolists. Her conditions wore siailar to those
of the early factory girl. fHer working area waus crowded, dark, and crampod.
The situstion of the dressmsker was tho sumo. Her condition was blamed
;!ireotly on tho ‘nglish lady who ordered clothaes at the last minute to
keop in fashion. Tody Yaldemar, in Aurors Loigh, wos one such woman who
bad her dressaes npade in the ghop where Harian worked. The shop ownors
agitated to ksep tho upper-cluss ladies from doing their own sewing; 1t
moant compotition with tho shops. Thomas liood'a "the Sory of the Shirt"
in vointed directly at theso shops where
with finpers weary and worn
with eyelids heavy and red,
A woman sat in unwonanly rags,
Flying her needle and thread—-
fla described her plight very accurately in the sixth stanze.

¥ 0rk—=tOori=mwork}
tty labor never flags;
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tnd whut are 1ts wages? A bed of atraw,
, A crunt of bread--and rogs.
‘Thet shatter'd roof--und this naked floor—
A table—a broken ghalpw=
And 8 wall go blank, my shadow I thenk
¥For sometimes falling thers.

Hany timen, work was given fo the sempatyess too late to be finished on
timo. Her employer would do this intentionally so that he could dock her
vay. Fore often th.sm' not, the girl was then driven to prostitution,

Host prostitutes were occasional rather than habitual. They
partook only when they vere driven to it, and then felt no responaibility
or blames ¥illiam Bell Scott and Thomas Hood commisornted with them in

their poams, Scott wrote "Rosabell” after moeting a prostitute. This poem
is a prime exanple of the things too crude for a Victorian lady's ear.
it is a relatively mild story, however, about a sempstress. She was

led satray by the bad company of the other girls in
the workroom. From neglect, at {irst, of hor mother's

advice

] s ¢ « t0 rise botimes,
To dreess quite plain, to lace her boots
A9 she had nlvays done « + »

ahe went from bad to worse. BHell Scott, in tracing
her downwvard poth, ssked, with stern, Scottish pity,
the quostion that so touched icssettli's heart:

Can the outcast retrace her steps?
yvould any nourn with her although

she watered tho earth with tears? « 4+ »
ind hearts as innocent cs hers,

As blindly shall cucceed, shall take
Leap after leap into the dari,
Slasphenming soul and sense at once

ind avery lump on every street
Shall light their wet feet down to death « «

In The Bridre of Shehs (1846), Hood, with
some skill, evades neming the profession of his One
Hore Unfortunate, Weary of Breath--although a slanting
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rebuke to Dipsolute Yen leaves it in little doubt,
Pity ia once again the predominent note. Pity from
the atondpoint of virtuous detnchmnont. As o tost
plece for Victorian lungs und hosrts, the poem
asoon attained deserved populnrity for after-dinner
alocution,

Telke her up tenderly,
Lift her with care;
Fashioned so aloudegly,
Young, and so fair!
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atricia Thomson, The Victorian Horoine: a Chanydng Jdeal,
Ppe 123-124. )
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Another atanza seenms to leave no doubt as to what kxind of trouble had
caused the unfortunate to plunge from the bridges

3t411, for all slipa of hers,
tne of Ive's fanlly--—

Wipe thoze poor lips of hers
Dozing 80 claumnily.

Fortunately, this study 4s not concorned with the pootic qu:lities, good
or bad, of !i’§od'a work. Hood was blaming "nglish soclety for the crine
done to her, Thero was not one home of Christian charity that vagld
take hor in. The dosd wap done now, he said; it was too late for her,

but not for others., Do not judge her, he said in effect, but leave hor

to Goda
Other poets hud difforent views on the problem of prostitution.

tirge Browning saw no reason to explain it. She was
perfectly clear in her own mind that the chratity

of the body was uniaportant in compsrisen with chas-
tity of ths scul, and vith,some &dlan stated her
viewpoint in Aurora Leigh (1856)s iarian, after her
violation, seemed as pure Lo Aurord as 6ver befora.
rurer, if possible. And althouzh, }n that case,
thero was ro need to think of her child as a moans
of redemption, Marlen chose to conaider it her clain

to happiness. Hrs. Browaing, it could be seen, was
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devotea of the ™larriage makes an honest womun of
her" cult. Marian, with a sheke of hor "impag-
aioned, spialel head, gratefully rofused lomnsy's
offer of marringe:

s « » Hore's a hand ghall keap
For aver clean without a murringe ring,
To tend ny Oy o o »

Hras Browning did not seem up-to-date in hor treate
ment of “arisn's ebility to obserwe und deduct, as

shomm through this convorsation between farian and

har alastrecs.

"I think thou mock'st mo end ny house,” gho nald;
Confess, thou'lt be a mother in a month,
Thou mask of saintohip.”

“Could I answer her?
The light broke in zo; 1t meant th:¢ thon, thut”
I had not thought of that, in all my thoughtg,=
Throuzh a1l the cold, mumb, sching of my brow,
Through all the heaving of imputient life
Yhich throvw mo on decth et intervals—throush all
The upbroeak of the founteins of my heart %
Tha raing had swelled to00 lurge; it could mean that?"
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~ha prostitute’s poslition was treated rother conpletely by the
other Victordien poots. /g Yood suggosted, rany of the girls Jumped from
the bridge of pigha. arien considered jJunpinge It iz doubiful, however,
that any of them wero as naive as Marian.

A few deceriptions of Marian I'rle's life will suffice to chow
that ¥re. Browning reprezented accurntely the £4¥l's surrcundings oven
though she ¢id rot kmow the zirl. flrian vas born in o hut rade of wud
and turf, built on a lodge of a hill to look like an anthill s0 that the

landlord would not seoe it.

ey father carned his life by random Jobs
peapisad by steudier workmen—keaping swine
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On commons, picking hops, or hurrying on
The harvest at wot seasons, « «
In between the gups
Of such irregular work, he drank and slept,
And cursed his wife because, the ponce being out,
She could not buy more drink. At widch she turned,
(The worm) and beat her baby in rovenge
For her own broken heart.

Yost porenta put thoir girls to work in factorien, but Marian's family
nevor stayed nnyvhore long enough for her to get a job. S0 sho darned
hqas. potticosta, and other clothes for thrifty housewivea, “hen the
family was completely destitute, Morian's mother sold her to a brute of
g man, It was not unusual for n family to use the childrcn as marketable
itens rather than buman boings.

At ono time, Marien was a sompstress in a hot, éroudod rOOR,
uring this time ohe nursed one of her fellow workers who was dying as
a result of the working conditions. Yo one but Harian was concernod about.
the girl. The employers were just as glad to get rid of her and replace
~ hor with & better, healthier worker.

#¥arian found e roos for herself and her son in a dirty, unoafe

oy house.

Twas a room

Scarce larger than a grave, and noar as bare;
Two stools, a palletebed; 1 sav the room:

A mouse could find no sort of shelter in't,
¥uch less a secret; curtainless,—

The window fixed you with its torturing eye,
Defying you to take a stop apart,

If peradventure you would hide & thinge

Azain, in "The Song of the Shirt,"” Hood exrressed further the
anguish of the sempsireas. She sings her song in hopes that the rich
night hear. She vanis mon to know th:t they are not weuring out limen
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shirts, but human lives, livea that mijht have belonged to their mothers
or wives or sistera. Sho feels herself close to death, sowing with a
double thread a shroud for herself Aas well as a shirt for the rich.

Chy God! that bread should be so dear,
And flesh and blood no cheap!

another condition of the poor is condenned by William James
linton in his poem "Evictions” Linton damns the 1aﬁdlord who evicted
the widow and orphana from a cabin which 4s worthless, half destroyed
by time and the vaathor? but which has kopt the family together through
storas end plaguen. Famine hos finally killed the father and 4s not far
from tl'xe reot of the fasily. “he landloml evicted them because they
could not psy the rent after tho death of the father. Linton was one
of several poets who urged social reform by protesting ugninst the
vealthy class, the ones who owned the loborers.

Some of the poots appoaled to the workers themsslves rathor
than to their tormentors, urging thos to be strong and matient, that
they might be useful in the struggle that ws to come for their rights.
william Horris, in "The Voice of Toil," told the workers that the men
who gave up hope and praying are long deads He realized that it was
{nhuman to work so hurd to provide plessure for others and to have to

return each night

%here home is hovel and dull we grovel
Popgetting that the world is falr;
there no babe wo chorish, lest its very soul perish;

where nirth is crime, and love & snara,
He took half of his poem to urge the laborer to join shoulder to shoulder

with his fellows for their cause. Although thin poem does not refer to



126

women directly, it descrides the conditions of their lives.

This poem and the other pooms treated, although they are gone
arally not well-known, wore accurate descriptions of tho position of the
working woman of the Victorian lower clans. The Rovolution and reform

'thﬁt followoed affected theso people more than any othors The changes
the conditions forced upon thenm were permanent because they were passed
down through generations, It is hard to compare the woman of this class
with hor sistors above her in station because we do not know her porsonally;
and even if we did, we probably could not underatunﬁ hor since hor 1ife
was 80 diffbrcnt from aaything we are fanilior with.

We can suy that we aynpathize, but really it is pity. Ve do
not care to bocose that closely acquainted with her that we can sympathize;
we vant to remain objective and aloof so that we can only pity. :ven if
we could got close to her, we could probably do her little good becaure
she could not understand our waya and cur reasuning sny more than ve
could hers. Our concern, houever, has not been with reform. And we have
studied only a small portion of the pootry dealing with tho lover classes

to confirs the idea that it might conform to the true picture of the

contemporary situation. It conforns pors closely than doea the poetry

doscribing the women of tho other classes. It is too accurate; it ia too
pointed; it is too didectic. 1t denls with a purticular time; so it
does not have a universal appeals

¥e have been able to compare mors completely the livea of the
victorisn women of the aristocracy and middle class, using hiatorical,

personal, snd poetical references, than we could the lives of the lower-class
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wozens igaln, the women of the lower cluss wore not considered Victorians.
Qur concluoion must be that the Victorien woman was not tho ube
, solute model of pueiect deportuent as she is often pictured, tut she hon-
estly tried to live up to her reputation, It is fair to assume that
if the stundards of the day had been lesz stringent no that they actually
obincided with the way of 1ife, that sane live would have lowerod core
respondingly. Ingland during the reign of Queen Victoria saw many changes,
all of which created the need for adjustment of the rining soctoty and the
protection of the olds Change came rapidly, dedpitu tha effortns of Tenny-
son and his followers to recapture the cherm and simplicity of early Vie-
torian days. One of the most importunt changes was f.ho rise of the status
of women, & recognition of her worth outside the hosme. Ry 1929, according
to Virzinia ‘%éoolf, thers must have béon over two thoupand women capeble
of making & sum corresponding to £50C & year! Such is the picture of
progress. How can we sumsarize thu quulities of tho Victoriun woman? She
had aé msny sides and existed in so many forms. George Young has written

ithe conclusion.

“he outstanding Victorian wonan is a blend -
of tho grest lady and the intellcctual woman, not
yet professional, and we can graduate the proportions
until, at the opposite ends of tho scale, we encountor
the liniting instances of thoe Queen herself and iHarriet

Hﬂl’tineaﬂ.“
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