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PREFACE

Over ‘one Inmdred years ago Joseph Martin, deseribing Iouisa County,
wrote, "This county has boen the scene of no importent historical incident,™

This may vell be trus, Incidents, hovever, ere not the only factors 4o be
taken into consiﬂm&im in detormining the rolative historical inmportance

of & poople or 100&15.153‘. A higtorical inciﬁmt i3 usally the culninative
orisis of a series of formative experiences in the lives of the meubers of |
a caramity, "Ioportent hiabarical incidenta® nay come %o a elinmax at a |
given tinme and place, as in a ndlitary or parlimmontary comflict, but their
roots arve to be soupht in éﬁzer places and at other tines,

In this sence Loulss County merits consideration, The painful pro=
gress from Janestown to the nowntaing teelrover a ctntury snd & quarter,.'Ib
was in the Plodnont that a haxdy, pelf-gufficient and (to .M@mts
in the Tdevater) dlaturbingly independent race of men vas bred, which vas
to forn the hard core of the offensive sgeinst the entronched eristooratic
interests, and arowd hich the ever-growing mmber of patriots was to rally
apgainst the Gm. In many ways, Louisa has changed 1ittle from the typiesl
Plodwont county of the ¢lghtoenth century, '

Tho vory nomes associated vith the history of Leulsa Comty Sire the
Anerican historian's imaginations Thomss Jefferson, born at Shadwell, ote
t¢ondod Parson Jemes Mauzy*s: gchool in Ioulsa, as did Jamos Monroe, Bishop
Jgges Hadﬂ.sch-, end Dalmey Cerr,2 Tho latter was a netive of Loulsa,

L5o0erhs Martin, Comprehenaive Gosoteor of Virsinia znd the Digtrict of
Colmmbia (Ghaz*lottosviue, 1835), 220,

%Riehard T, Yorton, Solonial Virsinia (Chapel Mils University of Hovth
Carolins Preas, 1960) Ii'. 577



Klso bom in Louisn {in a sovtimn which later bhocome park of Albemarie
Comty) vas Goorge Rogevs Olark, whose conguest of the ncrthmat enabilod
tha tkzi*&ad States to clain go much tmm in ﬂm peoce nego-hiatims of
1782 - 63; =d there wore obhers,

This study roncerns 1tself with the osteblishment, fwctloning, and
developuent of lumi govermmnt in colonlal Ioulsa County o a mmber of
voosoms, In tho Tivet place, the growth of the instifntiens 6€ aclf gow
vernment s move clearly depioted ab the "grads Toote®y it was at the loe
eal level {ﬂmt the people ware imc&iat&y -affar;*te& by the leglsletion of
the Cenoral Assembly, ond 1% wzn hero that the government égme to grips
wlth the problens of the eslonists, 'ﬁ‘m ém{::esa or failuve of neny &
grandiose schene devissd end anactod into Taw at Willansbuwy was due, Wl
tinately, to its enforeanent or non~enforcanent in the dountien, |

The comrty In ealoniel Virginda correspmnded fo the tovnship in Jew
Iglend,3 It was the wdt of xepresentation ab the 1euiala’cm's, and the
positions taken by the Burgesses on the fssues of the day generally eowe
rredsed the poods of the wm‘tiea they roprocaiieds To bo sure, there
ure es:ﬂfm%nal difPerences bebtuom the Virginda county and the Wew Enpland
wmsha.ps L AP tze,vasrh plentatiors vers rot rroupsd nbout 2 eumpact
villape moleas 1ike the mell ferma sﬁ'.-bhci north o o o there was not in
Virginie that Puritan theory of the churdh according to widch each Looal

congregation ig a self-governing demcmqy,"&

Ztatthow Page Andreva, W - The 004 Qg,@;.’gm (R:.c%mnd: The Deitz
Mf's, 1949), I, 342

{Doston and Ueuw Yorice

A7eim Fiske, Od Vierlpda md Har Jof
Touphton M.{1in Company, 1097)y 11y 37.



I&xmm Gmty eifenda o umnm mnmtmi r for giudying the aﬁteblisﬁw

$ ond orgenizadion of fhe aowmwl county govermwut Loy b‘i‘éuﬁﬁ? ToRGING
The eounty ves nob the origingd ¢ % of lourl sdniniotrotion In Vivginie,
Toe fivet wnlt wos the mmdred,™ & territoxial {rethor than mzwriesl)
ammm; Oy 1619 4% had been succeaded by the bLoroushs end it var in e
16207 ¢ that the oounty became the mowh drporiant wndt, Wdle $he box |

bad bom the orlgingl wdld of repressataidon ot the Uouse of Rurpossen, the

dovnty (o Srst oo ae the "*hi“a”} g;n@why supplantel 43,5

From the tine f:.i“ Daeon's rebdiilon in 1676 wﬁl the aver of the
Rovelubion, there we o zm** rd of noarly a contury of sonbivuous mowth
and z}mm:?.emﬁ, during which 19%1 goverroitel Angtitutdong progrensed
tmd sob the pattorn for thoe future, _I*i} sy during this perled thet Toulen
Comsy wsm Lormedy ﬁm‘i;hemm*a, Tida mmt; g ppared neny of the up-
beevals mwd distrecses %o siich oty aroas s cehjected, Tils efforded
1% the opportunisy 4o devalop 3a & relatively “nomual¥ rumar (ot S0,

with o ndndan of acconodetion 1o dhmuging cﬂxmma*’&m}caa);

This thesls enbamcos the poviod fvon the crention of the cownly in
1742 %o the ove of tho Hevoluticn in 1776, Devalopments after the latier
yoss o Longer fom a part of colontal Anexfesn histowy,

Tho rousurceo of the Virginia State Libwary, ile Virginie Histsriesl

Soclety, tho Undversity of Richmond, and the foulsx (‘mmty Cloxkty OfTice
have been {ws hope, profitably) mplm ted,

Bt axuarob HeHiTan, "o Oowity Courbs of Golontel Virpinta® (Unubse
Iishad Mastor!e Thosls, Indima Taivarsily; 19343, 2 -



CHIPTER T
ORIGXN OF IOUISA COWTY

Charlos River, one of the origingl cight shives into vhich Virginia wos
divided in 1634y bocanme Yorl: Shire in 1642, Hleven yaérs latér it was &ivl-;-
ded, and Gloucester County was fomod mn the north slde of the Tork River,
At that tine the avea included vhat are now King and’ Queen; Henover, end
Loulca countles, The Act émbl:ls!ﬂng a separate County of Hanover was ap—
proved by Governor Spotswood in 1720, During tho next twenty yoars, swhen |
the idea boome prevalent that s new county would be formed from the upper

part of Hanover, there was & rapid increase in the setilenent of thot eroa,t

© lontss Gomty is situated in the Ploduont Province of cantral Virpinia,
strotohing out fron the Tidewaber to the foothilla of the Hluo Ridge Moune
'kaﬁxa‘__ It consists of 514 gquare niles of gently wmdulating caimti'y, with .
elovations up 4o 500 foah abova gea lovel, end it lles alnogt entirely withe
in the Pommtey River basin, The Torth end South Amna Rivers rise in the
Southuest Yountaing of Albs&aﬂé Comty, mnd are Joined by the Iittle River
%o forn the Pertnlcey in Hamover Cownty, Tho divide botween tho North end
South Amma bisects the comty fron northuest to sontheast,

The 1ad has alvays been heavily forosted, Vhen the first sotilors
arrived, they foumd en ebundmes of pine, ok, hickory, guny end other haxd
end so0ft woods, ‘

: Jimwmm Harrlo, A Iistory of Ioulsa Commiy, ¥irginia (Rickmend:
The Dolts Pross, 1930), 2.



Lowdsa Coumty Wateruays

lorth Ama River and Tributaries
South Ama River and Tributerien

1ittlo River and Tributaries

Janes River Tributaries




The soil 45 among the best in Virginia, During the colonial peried.
tobacee vas the staple crop, mnd it 1o gti1) crbemsively ciltiveted, Cown
ad vheat ave aloo chmdaily produced, as are garden cropd,

, Hining hag played an important rolo in the coumtby's yeean'qmy since the
elghtoenth contury, A5 early as 1608, Sir Christophor Newport is reported
o have traced & veln of gold into the uppor part of the wuhty,a and

- prior 4o the Rovolution, iron ore was mined for the Purpaces :'Lu %ntwylvania
_ ’cmmt@',?' In nore rocart tines, pyrits and coppor ore weve mined noar ineal,

and micay soapstone, and barite in other arcas,

’mmemmi’wfzﬁimainthe avea vhen the Tirst sottlers exrived

B mm:é 10699, Vriting shout these settlors, Thomas Ps Abcmethy says that

Starting from the Jmos River falls, tho settlcment aid
not cxtend much above witil the docade of the 720'g, Theny
within ten years, the cantral plednont wus occupied by ita
first setilors and landownors, Hore & ¢ » 11 wag not the
indentured sorvant secking a hone in the haclkwoods who £irat
appawred o« & « 4 e treil wes broken by e group of prooe .
perous nen who noeded new lands for the culiivation of tow
renoy for the estoblishrent of thelr yomger sons on Elan—
tations of their own, and for purposes of speculaticn,

Tt i generally conceded that the great migration into the vestern

%mm ¥, Tumer, "Hgtory of Louiea Comnty,” Mo Centrsl Virelnien
(Lowioa, Virginia, October 15, 1940),

350l Sponver Dassebty ode, Tho Mrltineg 62 Colencl JAllien B eg
Yogtover in Vizriple, Ecan (ﬁw Yorir Doubleday, Page md Company, 1 345.

I*”I:mnas P, Abornothy, Throg Wirginis Eontiorg (Imﬂ.siem State Univer«-
sity Preser 1940), 42,



part of ﬂzs»cé.‘fmy hepan sonevhars mermd the avomnd doeade of the ol ghe
teenth contury, and that it vas prinarily carried e by the a*'kemsing :
plantarss Hnwvez*, as early as 1699 there were selilers in vhat ia noy
Ims:isa.. ﬁ}ne John !ﬁggamn, for emmple, o&ta:iaed a Tana patent in tm{‘;
ymr penr the South Ama River, near the Yenda alrondy cemg:dad by Hmry 7
Dute, oscuive, Tils doos not mom Hiet theeo landowors vore the firsh
to settle in the Ma, &%&mugh ne zsm} patents ave found prior 'to 1699, ‘
ancugl: peosle iwd in 0 vimwtg varrent the hullding of a curd, 5
!xbmemy hingalf says that bﬁiﬁl CGopornor Spo%szmoﬁ and Wilian Fgmi s'tata
that the baak oountry vas in places ”in‘f"esb@éi” with squatters, of vhon they
both give "ighly melattering mmmw’f Harrls cays thet “prior to 1700
there vere fow poorle Living in Loviss excepty possiily, o fev tradere, and
the Srontier fanilies fvon the Tower ~mmtiaa.“3

N The ”pwapems s:wa” 1:0 vhon Abernothy refers m'ived in increasing
mbera hy the 17203, In 'lhe mceras of the State Lmd Office ave to be

- found patenis issmzas fw wnsidamble acranges to nom ti:osa naes figure
pmmmﬂy in the early hictory of the comtys. These patents range anyshere
fron 200 o 20,000 sores, grantod at various tinom,

The firsh nt!mﬁ;m ‘o arrive estah.... shed thm;alves aleng the rivers,
"The river land afforded nore fertile soil oppcmty for gz'.‘.:;t nillg,

5&&..%1‘ Carlend Duke, Hourg g'g, Comclilon, His' ,s;c:gggw 3 .‘.‘m‘
m (Richmond: The Delta Pressy 1949}, 333 oleo Herrisy pn. Giley 24

émia wig the o1d Halloving Crock E’acatdng Hougey neay Belchar‘s Road,
Abmndened ab the ine of the ergetlon of Triniy Paridh in 1700, tho site .
13 mavieed by the pgrave of Patriek Boloches, who dled in 1764, 5ea Willien

Valler Hening, The Statulos 2% m (Fachmnd: 1819-23)y VIT, 48,

Tsbometiry gpe Glts 47
Carris, ope Qlites 2



an fuportent itex dn plantation 1ifo,"?

By 1735 tho population of upper Imiovor Cowmty had increaned 1o such
@ ctant that a petition wvas presmted ¢o 4ho Houss of Rrpossen for the
eraation of a soparate coonly, Roed in Decanber of that yosr, the petition
proyod that
. .’. the preasent county of Hmower bo divided by a atraisint
irae 4o ha nm Sron tke roulln of Uz Creds an fho Diver Noocth -
A2 to the nouth of Cub Creck on the north cide of the South
kg ver md tharea by a gstraipht owrse to Cuen's Xddge
o the oo s main »oed #4211 it intorsccts with thoe Goodie
1and ine,l
Tho House sant tho patition of the inhabitmnts to a corrritico to prow
parc a propor W1l for tho Acts Tho noxt day 4t was roporited for the first
’rmding, and wms oubsoquantly sended on itn scoemd readivg, Tho BE11.
passod the House, bt 1t wag not epproved by Govemor Spobmwood,L vho wag
of tho opdnion that the mitiplieaticn of comtios weo rot for tho bogt ine
tarests of tho pooplo t? jlad the M) bomn grsvvod, a conaldorablo porw
tion of castom Lwisix, ap 1t is %odgy, wuld have romained a part of Emoe

vor Cmm‘uy.13

idey 3

lﬁm%%mh of tho liovne of Paxqopgey (herainafier cited as I, 1. B.),
s, 573

Dirgrrin, gp. gitey 12

lzﬁa early ag 1710, in a lottor to tho Cotinel] of Troude, tho povornor
godd that the "private axis of tho Reprosertatives of thono countles overe
mmyed tho public bamofit of the poople.? Beo Re A Trodi, ode, T OZ8i
al, Isi_.?‘cer" of Adermder Swotmroed  (Ricmond: Virginia Ristorical Sow
m..(fhy’ ce2 » %.

1380ampcnpaccéo



' Proposed area of loulsa County in the petitien of 173,
Shaded area would have renained In Hanover Cownty,



A gonpenion bill, ealling for the diviston of Seint Martin's Parichy
wideh included the even of Hie proposed new county, wes sloo m;m@&;

A socond potition was prosented 4o the House in June; 1740, The %w
wlttos of Fropositions mad Grdevances propared a bill, vhidh vas Qly Tow
ported, reod; and pugsed on Jime 1iYh, It wis then pent on to Gmmaﬁ, hwz;
 there soms to be m pocord of vhnt aotlon wno falen, 12 axmu

Far from bedng ﬁiwmg&i, the "Fracholdern and Houscheepers” of
upper Hemover provented %ﬁﬁmymm on Hay 18, :m?, allgsmmﬁ
e e & e T
toanee from the cowrt-housey mr} pther plopes sppolnted
mym&mmﬁmg& R RT
ks on the twn provious occastons, ho House acted favorably, snd Tow
solvad that the propost Hon fron the &mmty of Homover, % 4 4 o for Dividing
thak Gounty o ¢ + 48 reasoneile,™6 It ondered that tho Conpttos of From
g@simng md Griewncon Wm and bring In s WAL poresmnt 5 the wm—-
mﬁm&? ¥y Herzy mm, a Burgeos fron Bamover County and nozbor of
| “Borrd teo, mﬁﬁm o tine, He prowptly mpnrteﬁ and rond & I oo the
gemd a:zgr in shloh the mseﬁmim wag mmaea e & somendhah unusaal hasta* at
e m@m R rma g poeond 4ine en ?iay M, ond ovdered "Inprosned,”
On 1o thivd vonding, b bocans I Act, for Dividing the County of Honovery
and eracting the upper Part thercof into & distinet Comby," and 1% vas

3a B Dag TTAD, J16, 1224 427,

Yo mm, 12, 2

"o ‘: # 4569‘




8

Hrooolved, thet tho sald I1Y do Pasy . o o oF 1o, Pitchugh vas then opw
fored o carry tho BITL up to tho Cowell for thelr concurronce,3 Tho ol
lowing Vedneday (Rme 2nd) thore cams a "Hossage from the Comell, by M,
oleon: That $hoy havo to the BIL, Intituled; An Act for Dividing
the County of ﬁmmr; ond Brecting the upror part therveof Into a dis‘i;iinc’t.
County, 9

' Ono Jmo 19, the Aot vas pub Inbo the statutos, having bom epproved
by Ideubenmmt Covernos William Ghoche As Sinally mpproved, the Aot reed
so followss '

I, Vhevessy meny Snconveniences attend the upper inhabitmts
of the viy of Henovery by vesson of thelr preadl dlotancg
fron the courb-house, al other places appointed for publie
neotirpg, Do it thewefore. enacted, by the Licubenant Govere
nor, Councll, mnd Burgesses, of this prosent General Assenbly,
anxd 4% ig horeby ecacted, by tho aulhcriiy of the stney That
fron and fmodistely aftar the fivst doy of Docenbor nesrt
enmuing, 81l thet tract of land now deemed 4o be a pard of
the soid ooundy of Hmmovor, Iying cbove a streight cowrne,
to.be run fron the mouth of Idttle Rockoy credzy on the river
Morthenna, south, twenty degrecs west, wntil it inbersccts
the Yine of Goochland cotnty, be divided fyvz the seid county
of Fapover, md bo made into a distinet comntyy to bo eolled -
By the nome of Ioulsa coumby; And that the Inheldtmis theroe
of ba exawpt fron any dependence on the sald comty of Homow
var, = And for the due Adminigbration of Juctice in the seld
Counby of Loulsa, ai*ter the smme chall daice place,

Ba it further euactod, by the authority afvrecaidy That
efbor the snid £imwt day of December, a court for the sald
county of Loulsay; bo constantly hold by the justices thercofly
amen the second Mondsyr dn evarr month, In such momer-as by
e dave of 4de colony io.providedy ehd ehall be by thels
corission divocted, &
The new cownty soct boeae inwlved in the numercus boundary disputes
viich vere common in this pericd, In 1744 Ioudoa sltapbed to set o soom
tion of lewd from Crange Cowty ¥ o o o Drom tho mouih of ovth Dust Creek

prevem

Prid., %
33%1 16,
mlimizxg, &ﬁm V, @G, 339.



on the Hiver Horth Ama, ete. 4w »? The Fousae rejected the petition as
wiroregnatle, 2 In 1752 a greup of Orange County Tesidents askod that thelr
soction be edded o Ioulsa Comby, The petition was rejected by the Bure
gesses upon the recomrendation of the Committee of Propositions and Criew

V 'mnces;w

T 1755 goms Inhabdtents of Albeuarle County Pﬁﬁiﬁmed that the ﬂaﬁ;-
tion of that comnty where they 1ived bo mmnexed to Loudse,?? At about the
sene time some "Frecholders and Housckeopers of the County of Ioulpa situnte
back of the Iittle Mowntaina® prayed thet a congldaratle aven of Mlbemarle
Comnty 1ying on the north side of the North Fork of the Jemes River be
takren from that countyy that Toudsa Comnty also bo divided, and that a new
comty be crestod from these two sveas, Tho House rejected this potition, 2
st aﬁnﬂﬁaéz* petition, presmtedvby the people 1iving ¢n the south side
0f the Fluvarma Ry, edted that thelr avea be emexsd to Loulga, This
vas aleo vejocted,2 Tinally, by Act of April 7, 1761, o large portion of
Louisa aeﬁnw'ms»v codod to Albanile,® Loules Comty's borders hove To=
nained the cane ever asince,

2132 gb ﬁc! 174103 119-

PRidey 1752, 11y e
2., 1755, 2.
s, 216,
ey 23,
2n144,, 1761, 250,



CHAPTER I
COLONIAL LOUISA COUNTY

4 gysten of momthly courts vas created in Virginia for the first tinme
in the yosr 1618, Pub into effect by Governor Yeardly, this system provided.
for the redressing of mall eases, At first these courts weve held in "pro-
¢inctis," the comty system not having yet beam doveloped, Nonthly courts
wero ostchlished in Elizabeth Clty and Charles City in 1623 and 1624, res-
pactiveﬁy} These monthly courts beesme known as Courta of Shire as a resuld
of the Act of 1634 vhich divided the coleny into eight eliives,? Tho Aot of
1710, vhich provided for thelr detalled orgmization, siyled thas “comty
courks,” a tern ﬁzich hod fivat boen uoed to describe them in 1642,3

The bench of cormigsionera or justices was not alm‘ted bty the frecnen
of the comnty concemed, tut vas eppointed by the governor with the cunsent.
of the Comcil Diring the pariod of the Protectorate, these spoolntmants
hnd to be approved ly the House of Burgesses as vallys

During the eighteenth century the organlzation of the counly courtn did
not chenge in any sssentinsl details The justices wero std11 wppointed by the
governory end gtlll ewerclzed all the legel and administrative suthorlty in

*id., 186, 187,
3@&*: I, 503,

g Jonmalg of the Comelld of Colondel Wirminia (Richmonds

1925}, I, 82.

57v B Bay 1619-1659, 82



n

their comtien, as *t;héy had dene in the goventeemnth cenw. Fot that there
Qém norchaﬁges; but the changos that took place in the persomel of the
courts wewo sosial rather than political or logal, In the cightoenth: cene
#ury the plantation aristocracy bscane frmly etahlishods not only in the
TMdevator, bt in mch of the Plednmt ag well, This left the frentien cowte
ties as the only denooratic evess in -the-colcny.é

The Justicos recelvwed tholr eppolntnents for 1ife, or mtil they noved
away fron the wmhv:’ﬁ‘hayummw viio oriinarily hed no tratning in law
or pmeechm, chnsm nore oftan than rot fren aneng the plmters, thelr
chdde mm::sﬁeatm ‘batng thet ey vore nen of high chameter and dopenda=
Bildty, ’

The cownty cout Vm bem al ¢loeod corporation or solf-poerpetuating
body. When, for my reason, & vacsncy had to bo £110d in the renks of the
justices, or snother justice sdded, the court neminated three persons to the
governory of thom ena éas chosen, If for sny reason the governor did nof.
epprove of any of the psreons noninated, smother threo nanes could be row
quived,® "‘T&ms, thay kept the succesaion in their own hands, "

The 1ew sot the mmber of justices at eight,d¥ but considerable 1ati..
tude was permitted, elght boing the exception, rather than the rule, 1}

e S T o AT,
73&:"3.3, Spe Citay Lho
%m;», op Chies 4%
gﬁﬁiﬂz o0, glt., II, 40,
Wentng, Statgtes, Ip 139 II 2.
n?orbe;f, ODs Slbes 49
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According to the reports of tho clerks of the comnty courts in 1769, there
were only two countios reporting the legal mmber (Surry end Isle of Wight)s
others ranged fron seven to ttmtyhtud.lz

By Decamber of 1742, fourtsen plenters from Louigsa Commty had re-
celved thelr commisgions from the governor, and the firsd meeting wms held
to orgeniuze tho m\mty‘govammmt. These nen were Rebort Levda, Christopher
Clarke, fubrogse Joshua Srdth, Abrahmi Venale; Charles Barret; Richard
Johnson, Thomas Meriwether, Robert Herris, Jolm Oarr, :ioaaph Bicklgy, Josoph
Fox, Joln Stavik, Joceph Sholton and John Poindaxter, Cantlenen,? Other
nsnes vore ad‘t?ed to the oourt wmtil thero were tumty-one in 17&';;14 One
would think that these men, or many of tham, were sidll fimctlioning at that
late ciate, wero it not known that nogt of then had diod, and that tholr oons
by tho sano menies had mucosoled thom, Harrio belicves that thisA1lustrnted
tho' "old Mglish idea of rights passing on to the cldest som,"i3

The nev Justices vera requirec. to tal:a long and claborate oaths, The
Pirct 13e: of buginass, u"cozning to the first Louisa County Order Book,
wvas thoe tal:’éng of the ooths, '

A comission of tha Peace for thin Coumty directed to

tho above nentioned persms and Dpdirmg Potogtatan for
administering the Oaths sd, both bearing date the iv day
of Irovmborlastpastvmfhindayonaﬂyroad Angd .

thercupon the sd, Robort Harris and Jolm Carr Adninistered

129334 P, Palnar, odey Colendar of ¥ n Stntn Papers gnd
gg; r ;mm (hemim’szor citod as C mi 1652-1781 oi%d:
5)y

13!5&@ County Onior Dogk ( hereinafter aited LCOB), 17434'748, 3.
14}78“?13, m. c o' “0
Yma,, .



the Oaths appointod by Act of Parlimment to be taken
instead of the Oaths of Allepiance and Surrenacy
the Abjuration Oath unto the sd, Robert Lowls which
he took and them subseribed the sd, Abjuration Oath
ond the Test And then the sd, Robert Harris amd Jolm

- Carr Adminigtered mnto hin the Osth of a Justice of
the Peace end the Oath of a Justice of tho County
Court in Chancery vRich he likewlce took, And then
the od, Robert Lewls Adninistered a1l the sd, Oaths
unto the fﬂ. Chria‘bophar Clal‘ke, e o @ vho in lﬁ(e
ngmer took tho [ 1llegihlel and subseribed the sd,
Abjuration Oath end Test,10

Tho non who took the oaths on that day wore ell plenters, and large
lendholdors, That they wore not mem of law io Allustratod by the fact
that cne of thedr first orders was "aat the Clerk of this Court apply

to ifr, Parks Printer for such of the lawn as are wmting for the Jus-
‘tices of this County,"™t7

Bppointed for 1ife uy the govamor, the justices could froely exere
cize their functions vithout fear of roprisals at the polls, Tho votera‘
had no ccntrol ovor than, and sy complednts about their policies or conw
duct had %o £ind their way to tho govomor, As was %o bo expectod, they
generally ran the countles to thelr own advantaro, They enjoyod meny prie
vileges, In 1738, for example, the Justices and clerl: were exemptod from
miitary service,J8 In meny of the later voads acts, all persons holding

servents or slaves were exambed from compulsory labor on the roads,1?

008, 1742, 1.
g, 15

mﬂming, Stattes, ¥, 16

19?0%31‘, 220 Q&O’ 460
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Under the ciromstances, it is not at a1l surpricing that ¥ , , o

Danocracy in comty government , o o wos not ¢o comomtilaﬁ-arf;heﬁa-
volution 4 4 & .,250

The comtby courts had originally boen lmown as "monthly courts,®
beosuze of the frequancy of thelr moetings, In 1642 -l;.hase moetings were
roduced to slx times yearly, and were to be Imown as “comt:; courts, "2
The Act creating Loulsa Cownty had specified that the court was to meet
"ypen the second Menday 4n every month,%2 and in cooplience with this
requiranant, the fivet courts wore oo hald, lovever, within two yeavs
a now Act stated that

thereas the doys appointed by law, for holding courts
in the oaild -county of + « » Loulsa, ere found to ke

inccmrmimt, o @ .&ﬁmm. e « That
from and after the First day of Decanber noxt the

court for the sald county , « « [ shall bo held] on
the fourth Tuesday in every nonth, ¢ « ¢23
This soans to have proved :patisfactory for a fow year;, for the dey

of court was not changed again until 1762, vhen 1t wan set on 4he second
Tuesday of every momth,2 In 1764 it wms agein changed, this tine to the
second Monday, as originally,5 Of eourse, tho justices were not lrdted
to those stated days, but could call gpecial mostings of the court in ore
der 4o heoar orirdnsl cases within thedr jurisiictlon, The shoriff wns ine

structed to call the metings in those casos,

Drorter, op. olt.y 43
Agening, Statutess I, 773
PIvides Vs 2%

Pndd., V, 25, 266,
Pnag,, viT, 120,
im.. i1, 47,

“Ibd,, V, 54
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A% first there were no st places vhers the cowrts were roquired to
matty and the justices assenbled vherever it was convenient for them or for
the majority of the people. Tho justices wuld agree on the next place of
metinﬁ.w Ag tine went on, the deficiencies of thin haphazard method bew
came ap@emt,. - Records begen to ascurmlate, end people were hoard to come
plain about courts boing held in out of the woy places, In 1696 the York
Comty Court was requived by law %o mect at Yorktown,® Hven before the
firat Louisa County Cowrt wet in Decanber of 1742, the Ommci.l, at a moabing
hald on Hovenber Ath at the gowmnr'a houtse, roviewed sone corresycnamco |
uith the Ltmisa mon, The rm'a reads:

Upon Reading the Petition pf Divorse Inhabitants of the
- Comty of Louwlsa Deairing that a Court nay be Emcted

on the lsnds of Matthew Joult on Beaver Croal,

Roading of Sev'll l'res relating Hhersto, 1t L e

Opinica of this Doard that the Justlces fa:' the seid

Court shall moot and hold courts at Joust glg for the

gpace of 8lx Months, and if they cannot in that tine

Agres monget thenselvos, that this Board will thg
talze it wnder tholr fm*“her Congldeaxration o « » »

: m@f eiezé» Jas Ié.tﬂapaga*s first antry in the Order Book chous
that thse cnm*t net at tha plece oxdereds
At ﬂze House of Hatthew .Touatt Gent om anvar Crook in
the Gamxiypi‘ Loulea the xi1 dey of Decaber 4n the xii
of the Reim of our Sovereign Lord George the

seecmlbyhhe Grace of Cod of Great Britain France mﬁ
Troland King Defender of the Faith ete, Amo Dom, MDGOXLIT,30

Since Jouett kept en ordinary at the place of neeting, it was

i rrctvacta Fron the Torthmpion Comty Zocordoy® 3519
W@mmw IV, Mo, 4 (April, 1897 408,

Priening, Statutos, TTT, U7,
Pyyrinia Mamgine of Hatory md Morzwhy, XL, Yo, 1 (fuly, 1508,
Prcon, 1742, 1.

18,
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to hia particular advmmtage that the arrmgesent continve indefinitely, if
not pcmnm:mﬂy.l Aftar traveling nany wveary miles through the forests and
roﬁgh comtry roads;'che cltizens would £ind it quito conforting to attend
court sosglons at a place where thoir thiret could ba quonchod, and vhere

they could £ind, 1f need be, lodginpge and victuals,

Yot all of the juetlceé agroed, hovever, sinca sﬁmc of thr had to
travel fronm the far ends oftithe comty to sttend court, This waas true in
the cesa of Thomas Moriuether and Joim Sterle, who bed to como all the
vay fron vhat 1o nov Albemnile Comty, Townrd tho end of tho clx nonths!
paried fizsd by the Comncll, Joustt made overtures to the court, promieing
to ma a courtehousc and other eonvenieonces, Under date of April 17,
1743, the Oxder Book glves en account of the discusslons

The Court having L-d under their comslderation where the”
most proper place will be to Erect a Court house for this
Comnty and bedng of Opindon that on sone part of ths Lengd
of Mr, Jouet whare the Court is nov hald is the nogt prow-
por place to Brect the sone Therofore upon tho od, Jouet's
proposing to btuild a Court honss Pricon and Stocks such as
tho old ones were in Humovor Comnty, It is comsidered that
the ad, Court bouse Prison and Stocks be built on such
place of tha od, Lond as the Court shall hercafter direct
To wvhich Thonas Meriwether md Jolm Statdie Gemt disaenting
alledping that on sone part of tho Lend of Rllip Huphes 1s
a more proper placo Providod the od, Hughos would do as
much as the od, Jotdot offered to do, the sd, Ihghes having
offtored to tuild such a Court house as the 0ld one in

Henover County,3l .

Jouett won out, for at s Comcil hald on May 3nd, 1743, it weo or=

dared that the court-houge bo arocted m his 1md,32 The matter vas not
hrought un azain mtil 1764, vhm tho Council rejected a potition that the

court-house again be noveds33

311003, 1743, 32,

32@;3:;:;! 1 Mﬁmmm XVI, lo, 1 (J\ﬂ.y, 19(3)' Zle

*rad., 152 - 153,



As in Englond, the mﬁy Szx Virginds wag prinarily an area formed

17

for the more offi cimt aﬁa&ﬂsﬁmﬁim of justice. The dutiecs of the county

caurt were as nunerous as 1ts powers were extensive, It hed jm’ivadiotion
over all axéminal casen not Snvn:m.nn the poril of 1ife and linb, as woll
aa in all elvil eanes uhm'e the mm dJd rot exceed tuenty-{ive sb:i.uings‘
ﬁ.rshemow, it sorved as a probate court, end in -I:.he adninistration of

w11s,3 In swmery, it con bo sedd that 11 locsl juilciary, leglalative,

eweoutive, and even military powers were concentratod in the hands of the
eounty court. The seporation of powers was unimown, |

One of the most Lmportmt Smetions of the court wms tho loying p?
the aumzty lovy, Thero vere three tax levies in Virginin during the cow
lonial periodr the publice levy, 1aid by the Ganoral Aaaanlﬂy; the parish
| 3.avy, 1aid by the vestry; and the commdy levy, A1l threo were laid in
’tha fom of a pall tax, a system most people felt wmo the fairest form of
taxation, 2

The county court was respomsitle for paying all the ‘en:pmaes of the
locsi government, including the building md care of the court-house and
3;351, the coyoners' fees, the allovemces to the Burgesses, the payment of
salaried officisls (tho justices thausclves wero not salaried nen, lut
served without pay), end evan the equipping md support of the ni1itia,30

Yo ico, ome glies IIs Do

st:ﬁlm, % e %) 250

3ps gs, gps Ghles ITs 40s



Tho firat session of the Lowdsa Oounty Court ordered that

¢ + » the Clerk provide the necessary Book:s for the

Regorda of this Ooumty and that he be allowed for the

same ah the laying ol the Comly levy. Mnd thel ho

aloo provide a Presser chest Zfor the saldrosping of

the sd, Boconds for mﬁiah he &g Mkeulse to bo aﬂlm:ed

in the Commty Levy,37

T4 vas slso ordered that the County &mmr, Robard Harm.;, [TO=

vide ‘ahe neCesssTy beoka for his office, md that ho be allwad for thea

at the Laying of the lovy, ®

 Alawol 1662, wiich did not change in any cagentdal rezpect wntil
pcﬁwewluﬁimry *’a‘fmw, provided that the levy include a1l nale \shi*has
oi‘ any age, 4il Itegmas, nale or fomals, and 211 Indian sem'vzmrta. Vonen
%ﬁm mrked in the f1clds were dealsrad uitkabla, wnd the court c:cmlﬂ sl:so
decron uliother eny wonan's pecupation nade her tithatle.™?

The 1ist of tithables vas made up ovory spr’i:tg, for evary coumbyy
undar the c?irectﬁm of tha justicas. For this purpoge the comiy was
dtvided into gall precinete, ond cemnissioners were appointed %o recelve
the 14t in each,4? These 1ste ware tumed over to the county clerk, who
nade mzplete usta for the use of the justices, Coples were sent to ﬁm
gooretary of the Genoral Assenbly bei‘om tho Seplenber sension, end the puw
Blde Lovy wao 1aid en the basls of those county tithalle listaSl

31008, VA2 be

Roiad., 50 |

Plening, Statutos, 1y 845 170,
Wpga,, 11, 83,
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The Justices hod ﬁie privilege of exarphing people from the iigh of
t4thables for @ mmber of Teasons, A citlzen could bo gramted m cxaphion
1€ ho vere a long iime resident in the countyy had sé'&‘kiea on a daneemue
frontier, hsd smffered losses due fo five or other cause, ste, 42 Pullic
offiaialy, including the Burgesses, Gomclllors, end tho county justices
thensel ves, memnpt, as ware the governor, Mds fenily and sorvents,

Understondaily, this ‘aystan of exspiions soon £oll dnto abuse, end
people bega o suspect thab the justices grmted exaptions 4o thelr
friends and reletives,  Since ths cast a heavier torden upon the rest of
the people, requosts were made to t,"w Generel Asgenbly thet no m&ious
be mads without the concurrence of the vhole court,43

‘o county tavow — and often the pavich texes os well — we cole
lected by tho sheriff, They vore umslly psid in tobaces, end he porved
an 443 custodian, belng sloo Yegponsible for Lt propsr dlepossls Thus,
the sherif® fmctioned as county treasurer, md was apsisted in this are
duond Gty by the mubmchoriffs, Tax recelpts were glven by the gherlff or
sub-choriffs én pleces of paper of all shapes end sizes, HavriphS gives
sasnp:i.a maaap»a i‘am Louisa Countys '

riag., 1, 199, 4605 I, Bhy 85
’*ﬁzﬂn.ia Mapazine of Hlatory and Blograpiy, Vs Fo, 1 (Tuly, 1897), %.
M?iéia, QR. g‘_y, II, 40s
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Bee'd of Mr, Jamos Overton tho citrents of eichd
mmdred acres of lsnd and five levies fox 1743,

V Por Charles E‘.‘;L".th’ fe 8a

1763 My Samel Ragland
To 13 tithes 837 tobaceo por hhd 4f1/2 8,2 1
1

% R

xoléﬂacmsanatazyﬁl/ 3 5
To 967 acres and tex balonging te ooty
Jolm Raglend, dec, 2 1 4
, 4

To i:ﬁ.c}'a’t to Secly lioloon

3‘111;9‘ m’ 1763
. The ree'd above ace'® Dor yoor 1762,

Jno Juett, Ekxbmariﬁ‘,

The right o hold pub,ic office in the county wos lirited o pcople
uho vore eligitle 4o wobe = that 1a, lmdowners, By en Act of 1705
Indieng, Hogroes, and convicts wers excluded, slthough the lattor could
have tho right o hold office after their restoration to the commmity,46
The principal officers of the comtby, such as the justices, clerz, and
sheriff, were &pﬁoin‘i:ea by the governor, ihille the minor officlale were
clected by the justices. ' |

Jemos Littlepage, Senilemsn, presented a cozdssion froa ",
Searetary Robinson bearing date the sodx doy of Octobary™ 1742, sp=
pointing hin clork of the louisa courts He took the cusgmm'y oaths
and thus entered into his dutlen,4? This men served the comnty in that
caﬁacity Por eighteen yours, snd was succeedsd by Jolm Yeloon in fl".‘?&(l.l*8

Hiianing, Siatutos, TT5, 250,
“Toom, 1742, 2

I‘Sﬁan'is; % 9_‘2&:, 4—39;



The i‘irst shorlff of Louisa County wes John meklw.‘ Since hig
ﬁnﬁies required hin 'bo !;ahdia tize finmeces of the cowjly, he had to
bring slong two mtieé,; John Carr end Jolm I?omde}rhez'; who acinowe
ledgod their bond for his "due Exscution of the G£%ico 4 4 » +™9 Thig
bond vas nade necessary heca'use of the 111 ropute into which the office
had fallen duo to the xmisem;mlmzs md often wjust narner of collecting
toxes, On nany occasions the Genersl Asseanbly had been foreed to teake
action againct the sheriffa end thelr assistants, Since they were not
pald o steted salary, bub were on a fes basle, thoy often gaw to 1% that
thelr o fees were collected firgh, imoring ihe neods of the county, ©

On Sherifi Bickley's notion, one Charles Smith wms appointoed une
dersheriff by the court, being firat requizred to take the Abjuratiom Oath
ond TestySL

The court then sub sbout electing the other necogsary officials of
tho caim"r.y gwexﬁment. It ordered that all surveyors of the roadaap;
pointed by the Hanover Ccu.vb contdnue as guch for the time being, and
than chose Banjanin Jolnoon, William Saexcn, and James Goodell 1o be
consgtables, each for a different precinct,5? Ben Hemdley was elected
t0 gerve in the procinct above the mowmtaing (iater Albmarle Gmm‘by).53
Thege cloctions were not without incident, however, for at the next court,

1con, 1742, 2.

5portery on. Gltes By 72
SYrom, 1742, 3
*?Ridre, gpe Eltes II, e
31008, 1742, 5.



convenod on February 14, 1743, we find that
Bmjedn Nanselay at tho last court belng appointed
Consptable ind than & now retusing to irke the Oath
arpointod to be token by Act of Assambly concerning
Doer 13 fined Mve shillings to¢ our sovercipn Losd
the Xing, for his contempt and Jolm Diclzeson ia op-
pointed Conotable in his stesd, 54
Other officlels recomended to the govermnor for gppointront ot this
ne rare the coroner and the ¥ing's attemey. The coromer's office does
not appear wmtll tho lato seventeenth century, and the Justices were ro-
quired to servo In that capacity without fee,5d Leter on, hovever, the
govarmor sppointed one or more cortmers for cach perlch,50 1311
Yellor, Gentlemmn, was recoomaonded ®to hig Hin, tho Gov, ag & porson

duly qualifiod to serve as Fing's attorney" for the County of Loulsae5?

TLavyers qualified to practice before ilie court by taling tho "0ath
appointed to bo taren by Attorneys nentloned in the Act of Asseilly one
tituled An Act to prevent Lerers exncting ow resedving cxortdtaat Foos, 58

Ao gtated boforn,57 the court had the suthorlty and respmeibdlity
to provido the comty milttia, During thoe eightoonth century, the fuo-
ticen played an irmoritent role In carrying on the strugrle againat the

ycom, 1743, 13,

55113:5:15, Stetutea, II, 325; aloo Flsko, pp. clie, II, .
561’131:0, log, oit,

7100, 1740 he

Brds, %
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Fremch and Indimns, Thay assessed spocial teves in the county levy for
provisions, mnd cnlistod nan 1n the nilitia uvho were macployod Or une
protitatly oocupd.od.eo

Althourh no rocord axiats of any actual engegezant within the County
of Louisa, the area wan, noverthcless, meatly affectod by the conflict,
as can be geen fran a letter written by thae Pevorend Janos laury, of
Froderickoville Parich in Lovdsa Comty, to Fhilip Indwell, a membor of
the Comotl at Willisnsburg,8l and datod "Louioa, 10 Fobruary 1756,%

o o o Jot 20 mentimn the repoatad Asto of Hostility

arxd Violenco, cordtted on our follov-mubjects, in the
rexroteor Parts of thia Coiony, 1 thoso bloody Inotrus -
naents of fremch Policy, the Indiansy nor the great Bue
tont of country, on both sidon of tho Allecanios, now
81!1)8*0 totﬂm dcpopula‘bod w thm o 8 o @ cuch Imm
of People have lataly tremoplentod thaisolvos honco dne
to tho more southerly Govermnants, ca gt eppoer al- -
nost incrodihle to anyr & & o o Fron the wntors of Poto—
nac, Janen & Nosmolie “ivers on the ocestorn clde of the
above nantioned Ridpe of lioumtaina , . o lundrods of
Frdilies hevo, vithin theeo few Manths past, renoved,
dasorted t’xadr hatitations o . ¢ By Doiford Coxn'vmso
in ono week, !tis eaid, &, I believe, truly sald, noar
30G Perseng, Inmhabitante of ihls Colony, past, on thelr
wvay to Carolina , , ¢ ¢ DO lotor in Autum that Ootober
5000 more hod crossed Jemes Rliver, only at cne forry,
that at Soocnland Courthouss, journeying towmids the
810 ploco. o o o Scarco do I Imew a lidlpghborhood, ut
what hga lost some Failies, & expects quickly to looe
noroe,

60 mtng, Statutes, I, 95 VIT, 705 TI, 238,

Gl*mia Raverrd Jamen Maury wag the plaintiff in tho celebratod
YParson's Czune Case® uhich projected Patrick Honry ints puhlic 1ife

eight yeara lator,

62
202 m*%mnwﬁmmmmm xx, b, 3 (My, 1911),



Originally the coumtios had bem subdivided into nilitary districts,
md the. comty 1artanmt vas Investod with the military cammd,’3 At
the firgt Louisa Coumty court session, Robert Lowls, osquire, was eppointed
"Colonel of tids County by Gemdoston of the Hon, the Ideut, Gov.", Richard
Jolmson wag. appointed liecutenant colonel, and Janea Iittlepage, Gentlonen,
najor.64 John Poindexter was nmed "Capt, of 2 Troop of Horso in this
County,® and "Anbrose Joshua &nith gent Capt of a Company of Foot in this
County, 165 |

During the Fremch and Indimm War, Loulsa Comty providod fourccmf-
panies of Rangers, known as the Captain Semel Ovorten Copmy, tho Cape
tain Obadish Woodson Comprny, tho Captain Saruel leredith Corpeny, mnd the
Captain Joseph Fox Company, Theso served in 1755 and 1756,66

Less dranatie, perhaps, tut no less inmportant then the military ao;-
tivities of the court were its ordinary duties of keeping up the daily
routine of govornment in the cowmty, By Act of Assanbly, the courts were
renpolaible for seeing that the roads and tridges were tuilt end lopt 4n
repalr, VWhen aroadmtﬁonmecmrb—iwuseorpubliohxildﬂngtoa
girilor place in an adjoining conty, ench court was to complete the gec-
tion ulthin tho bounds of ito jurisdiction,67

S3pscke, gp gites II, 4L,
bloon, 1742, .

4., 9.
60arrts, op. Qlts, 50.

Mening, Stotuton, V, 333 VI, 65
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Cﬂ; Fobruary 14, 1743, at tho second session of the Loulsa court, wo
find thet o
John Thoados end David Cosby at tho motion of Charles
Barret Gant are eppointed to view the way fron Stephen
Potusts plmmbation to John Estos's Race Ground and rom
port to the 23:{1} Court whore the most conveniemt road -
may ba ‘nade,’
Thareafier we find that the cliizens petition for roads at alnost
 every necting of the court, and the court regulerly onders the surveyors

to Toport on vhere the "most Comvanient roads nay bo nade,"

The courts wore to llecaise ferries and oxﬁinarleaz |
At tho motion of Matthow Jollet Gent Iicomso 1z grented
him 4o leop an Oxdinawy at hias house dn this Coumty by
the Court-hougse he with Jolm Ehglend his security :
 having fivst entered into Bond 4 & o P
The court sleo added that
. The ratez and prices thut overy Ordinary kecper in

this County may ek demand receive or take for Drink,

Dlety lodging, Fodder, provender or pasturage ore
sat en&mteclbyﬂxia cou,’gtaa the aamanouutande

rated in Henover County.
The justices were wise in protecting thanselves fron the posibili-
ty of I, Jouett's profiting too mch at thelr expenses

In getting up the machinery of government, the court provided
for tho adnministration of Justice, Thus, one of the first itens of business
was to order the sheriff to give public notice "for worimen to appeaZ « + »
in order to undertake the building of a Prism.m Two nonths later the

1COB, 1742, 10,

69%1;;‘%
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courd o’f'daaadv ceew tha'h Benjmin Hengen bulld a paiy of :rtocks 5‘01* :
the uge of tbiﬁ Gmmty - 0“72

By the fm of February, '1'743, Ioulca Comty was Ametioning as a fule
iy o:«:ganimi it ai’ colonipl govermment,

- The cmmty oomvhs ware respenaibla for the holding of clections, and
vera roqulred to see that thoy were held eg prescribed by lav,”3 "he prine
oipal election lava in i’ome during the eighteanth century were passed in
1690 (llendng 111, 1'72-5), 2705 (Heming 234, 2364.6) end 17% (Hening iv,
£75-8) Tl

According 1;0 law, the wier wms an aduld white male proparty owner,
The smownt of property necessary to qualify was not sottled until 1736,79
vhen 1t was sot at one undred acres of wild land or tuwmniy-five acres of
oacupiod land, 'Sydnur'?f’ says that
A one roon log cabin or a tract of poor land, mrbhﬁo
more than £,8 or £0, qualificd a nan to vote, Hearly
all landowners hed more them enocugh land o vote, and
moot of then were not great landowners, but wore famers
of noderate means, owning few or no dlaves,
The writ for eloction wns smt to the shevif? at least thirty days
before & new General Asgembly was to nect, and the local parish ninister
vead 1t on oach Sunday wntil the elecﬁ.on took placo, At first, the cheriff

vmt aromxi %o the wrious houaeholders amd rocelved the wvoltes, Since this

Vim.: % |
TPortor, go. ghiss 195 Rening, Stabuton, T, 227,

Mﬁmﬂes S. Sydnor, prehdp 3
(oxford: Clavendan Presa, '1951 1, nm‘;c.
7%!&1121@; Statuten, IV 524,

Pspinory oo giey 1o
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gom beexo too much of a tuxden for hinm, tho court ordered tho sheriff to
putildsh tho day on wiich the eloction was to tale place, so thab the froe-
nen could come to the court-house and enter thedr names on tho vecords,?’

© Aoconding to en Aot of 2762, tho election s to bo by woioo wote
or' a shouing of baqu, wnless a poll was ‘demnded. In such a case, the N
dlead.ﬁ‘ was to provide a poll book listing the candidates, and tho voters
vare to write thelr nones wnder the porson's nane for vhon they voted, Twone
ty days lator tho cheriff was to dliver his poll 1ist to the clork, end
glso give a copy to ths cmdidates vho desired ecme,7?

n 1645 the mmber of Burgesses from each county had boen 1drdtod to
four, &0 and later, in accordmce With Fglich usage, to w5l Charles .
Barret and Abrehon Venable wore the first Rurgesses to be eloctod from the
Comty of Lowdsa, to sorve in tho seasion of 1743, MNovevar, Hr, Barret
gervod alone st that sessim, since the eloction of Venshle was contested
by Bobert lewls, The Joumalg stete, under date of Seplamber 7, 1743,

A petition of Mr, Tobert Lowis, complaining of en
mdue Klection mnd Rotum of Mr. Abrohen Vanahley

t0 serve as a DBurgess from the +‘§ of Loulza,
was prosented to the Hougo end road,®?

Wmm@mmm IV, No. 4 (April, 1897),
1.03; Porter, on. Git., 543 Hening, Stgtutop, 111, 236,

Phening, Stetuteg, VITI, 520,

Prortar, gp. citey 5o

80Ry chard L. Morton, Coloris] Vixsinia (Chapel Hills University of
Horth Carolina Presa, 1960) s Iy 19

Chentng, Statutos, IT, 2.
82y, H. B., 1743, 8a
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Tl potition of r, Lewls' was Teferred to the Comlttos of Privie
lages and mecﬁma of‘ -tha Bouse, vith the result that this emttee To-
portod, oo September Sth, that the retum of the wrlte of elect!.m fron
Loulsa Coumby had Yo made in tha forn proseribed Yy 1aw.33

Tn tha seeaiona of 174&, 1745, end 1746, Charles Barret again sarvod
a:!.una, and was joinad !:w Am‘aham Vemablo f‘or the next two sessions, Vemalle
oont.nued to serve wtil 1'755, first with Themas Valler, and later with
Robert fnderson, 111im Jolmson (ono of the dofandants 4n tho "Parson's
Cauoe Case") was electod in 1761, and sorved with Thomas Johnson untdl 1765,
when he resigned in onder to accopt the office of corcner,B4 A wrlt of eleo-
ﬁmto stipply his place was avarded in May of that yeer, and Patrick Henry
win elocted,85

- Wllan W8 sayo that Hamy was elocted Mdth emase mfem-mxce"
tohia oppogition to ﬂxestmpm (over which the Colonies wera then in
tumot1), and 14 has boan mtated that Johnen schually roslgned i Hewy's
favor, ‘.’ﬁiis latter ansm:hicn hag been 'c'iﬂsputed.w Bs that as 1t may,
Johngon uas certainly a friend of Henry's, cluce the latier had defended
him and Tarclton Prown in the "Perun's Omuse Case,” and thoy Imow that
Honry otocd 3ith them sgainst the Tdewnter eristocracy,

4., 63,
8%’3 176!*’ | 3150

OS5 a114am Wirt, The Life of Patrid: Hmry, oifted with notes by

Hery Ketchm (lew 'Icma A -La Burt Copany, 1903), 55
m-: "36-'
arris, £0. Sites 0,
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 Mifrod 3, MeppfR sﬁaﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁ the #ims of hla elaction "Hmryws

s & » nelther a resident nor pmpertzy holder of Tovias « « & % Houevar,

rem:'&a at the melsa Gotmty amzrh-hnme ghoy that he had mmed the Rumdw
about Flantation for six .mrs,@ and Wirt seys thet he moved to loulsa
Comty 5371764 ?’haping to improve hia Pinencial gltnation, To @ place
called Roumdlont, "X

ﬂw’a a‘lactian ¥28.70T WaLl TeceLVed 1n GONe (UATTATS 8T \illlange

_ hurg.. He a8 1o s%rmgar there, havi.ng appeared ‘the preceding year bcfore

the Cordttee of Mvilegea and mm&ma a8 cmmsel for Naﬁzaniea. Vegt
Dandridge of Loulesy vio contented the eloction of Jamen mtuapagm%
Alsog bymw'!:he "Pargunta Cause Case” had bocome amgﬂw tvﬁxe-v
ther or not thesa act:m.tias of Henryta hacl anything to do with ity shen
féxe emm:ﬂ.-b-bee uﬁ‘ ?rivilegea end mwtﬁms mpcrted on the returng of writs

i‘zm the cmmtias uhich had z:wnad B.u'ges es to f£111 vacancies, all srits

were acae;rkaﬁ or mmdea ‘axcept tho = the cortificate of election for 1&'.' -
Henry £ron Imﬂ.aa. The House voted to swmon sherlff Jolm Jouett (old |
Ha%hew :rauews sm) an ms‘huﬁy to amend his s2id veturn,"92 Hm
paszsaﬁ ﬁhis ‘&est, and tmk s saat.,

4

Alfred J.. Ié‘apps dr,y The Ui
1607

Bole in the Making of Anerica mclmmc‘iz The Delts Prooca,
1957}, 28; sce also Dumas

alons, ed,, %w* of Jperican Blogpaphy
(New Yorks Charles Scrilmer's Sﬁns, 1932)¢ VIII; 553, )
 PLouten Comnty Do Bodk By 25k
%ﬁg D & ..ii.} Agt
Forarics S, Syinor, Gentionen Fresholdara, Polities] Praciiccs ia
w Yirrinia (Ghepel Hille Univercity of lorth Carolina Pressy
1952), 102 - 103; see also Happ, 2ps gitey 303; Harrig, op. ohies 30, .
23 HQ Ba; 1761, 3%%



QIAPTER YIT
THE ?m

masely 211ied to the ammty as m svea of 100&1 govemnmt was -bha -
paz'i.,h. I8 amm:y antadated the cmmty, ﬁ.ncfe the firat ciharch wan fmmdeﬂ
at Jmtes’mm. ﬂhwz'&x wardens are nentioned ag early as 16\‘!.9, and thelr eloce
tien et a public nesting vas noted In 16711

The mm of paﬁam in a comty varied, In emall, compact combies
there ws ma parlsh, ‘533058 eren vos fenorally co-‘bamdmus mth thaf. of the
eozmty, iile 1azgea~ comnties might have several, The mmber and bmmdarles
of parasheam usually - dlecided by the county court,® although this was not
the un:!.versal pmcbiea. In 1667° the Assenbly 1tself chenged parish lines in

&; An-i; miting 'Imt parlahee into onie.

Tho Ach ereating the County of fLoulsn fron Hemover County in 1742 was
acemp«meaby another Aet dividing the Parish of Snint Martin, in Hsnover
L‘mmty, and eraating Froderickeville Parich to serve tho new cmmtyx

%Mabaﬁ'&h. !*!ar‘cin'sshallbaﬁivi&edlvaﬂna‘bobe _
mm from the mouth of Gladys Croeck on the south side of the -
river Yorth fmma, course South 20 degrees Wosh 111 it intere
seats tha line ci’ Goochland County, And all thal part of the
gaid parich situated below the sald line to the sast thereof, .
to be erected into onevliatimtp&ﬁshm&retainthenamof‘
§te Mortinta end a1l that part thereof get above this line %o
the weot thereof to be erected into anathez dipstinet paridh
and called by the name of Fredoricksville,

1

Portor, ﬁgo Q{E’p ,37‘
- “Heming, Statkes, I, 4%
3:1.111.4-; 1T, 252,

‘mag., v, 21



ﬁmgwmingbodyofﬂmepuﬁsbmathevesm, olectedlvthopa—

rlnimm5 The mmber of vostrynen varied between parishes, althnugh a lavw
enactod in 1600 sob the mmber at twelve,d Toulsa County's Frederlc!.svﬁle
Parich olected eiphteon vestrymm at the first mecting in 1742,7 By the
tins of tho Revslution, the vestry had become, Like the cownty bench, &
cloged 'dorpomﬂm, the vestrymen filling the vacancies caused by death or
Temoval to another area,’ This was regulevly domo at Frederickgvillo:

At 8 Vestry held for Froderickgvillie Parish st Loulsa

Co House, the 16th Juime 1746, Thiz day Yolm Meriwother

1a chosem a wvestryman for thig parish in tho roca of

Then, lMeriwether Gent who is removed out of this pa:'.?.sh..9

The executive officera of the parish wera the chm‘Wms, elected

by the veatry,l0 Frederichkaville Parish vestrymen clected Pobert Lewls and
Charles Barrott at their {first meeting in 1742, This westry vas couposed -
of Themas Paulettg, A. I. Smith, David Cosby, Chorles Bexrrett, Robert Lavis,
Jolm Pendleton, Thomas Ballard Suith, Abrohan Venahle; Roger Thompson,
Ephradn Clavk, Jolm Heriwether, Ficholas Meriwether, David M1ls, Robert
Herris, Wllim Johnson, John Harvie, Thanas Johmson, and Tyree Harris,l2
The close union of coumty and parlch ean be soen from thic mate&. Yoot of
the vestrynen were also county juétices, end some reprosanted the county at
tha House of .Burpeases,

5&&@" I, 200,
6%: II, 25,

Negtry Book of Proforickavillo Parlsh, JZA2-L7ET (Ms. ut tho Library of
the Ipiscopal Theological Sauinary, Alexomdria, V. e, Hicrofilm rcol

no, 268, Virginia State Library, Ricmond, Virginia),
81’91*‘3:': oo, clt., 89,
Nogtry Book of Frederichoville Rarigh, dme 16, 1746,

Wintng, Statutes, T, 1£0.

Ny stev ook of Eredorlokavillo Bapkdis L2A3-L757, Decarbar Ly 1742
nm.
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The primary functiong of the parish wers, of course, of a religlovnd.
naturo, The vestrymen wers responsthle for hiring and pa;rlhg_ the mi:ﬁeter?‘
mainteining the church, paveonage, and glebo lands, and mointeining tho noe
ral tono of the perish, A latiter from Fracls Jerdone, dated "Toulsa Coumdy
in Virginie, Jamary "Oth, 1759," recds:

Yery Jacob NMawditts

I e expouwared by the weatry of the parish in which I live
o sgnd for soe ornazants for the clmreh, I now epply w0
you for o nev pulpit cloth and cuction, wfdch mest be modo
of good parplo volvol, with s neat siik firinge rourd the -
clotlk, & il toasils Yo the cughleon: The shapo of the pul
pit is 6 aquarest each of vhich is two footr 3 of which the
pulpdtcloth miot cover & st be 4 fool Bcopr 4 « & you nay -
add thereto 6 yds pink English perasian, Be pleased for the
fubure to have 21l the olokes wlth double capofg as thoy

arg noro palcahlo thmm those wvith infle ones,

Poodericliavillo Parish held services at tires looations dbefore the
Rovolutlon, as om be scen from tho etries in the Yonizr Bools
Oxdered that divine services ba held st Toulsa Courthouse, at
D jenin Jolmsonts and at Wlliam Congy's and In the following
nammery Ywenty-four noraong per year .at the rate of 300 pounds
of tobo, por sormon to be parformed and delivered to the Rav,
Hr, Robert Parrott wio hath this day agreod with the vestry=
nm for the sang,. »
Neomdor Freenm was alocted olori: el Loulsa Courthouse, Jmos
Laotley clad: and resder at Bamjmin Jolnsun's, and Ben Hemalay
et W1lic Conay'det’
" The oivil duties of the parish were considerable, The parish wes
prinarily responaible for the administration of public wolfare, such as the
reliaf of tho pcoi and the care of dependent chil, dren,“and the processioning

pf 1onds to rencw bowndary make,18

11900 ma leug Qertorly (aories 1), VX, zo, 2 (Octobeny 1907), 132,
oty Book of ivelorlgiguilla Pazih, Aorid 12, 1743,
| ?%fm, Oos Sites IT, 466 and note,



Tito latter fimetion could occasionally give rise to controversy, In
1743y for ectarple, vestrymen Anbrose Josima Snith and Joseph Mariin, of
Frederickoville, "psacoalily® procossioned e mmber of tracts, until thay
emmo to the Ionda of eno Roberbo Rowe, The Tocowd roadss |

» » ¢ Bobort Fove Begiming at Mr., Saiths line thence to
THekoon & Gomeyo line « vhiere the gaid Rowe livoea they
Raiged & ddopube Concerning the line the ad, Durrett
Shewed e line ond sald it wng the right line but Robert
Rova Dended 4% and wont poo no farder, Thore llos pew
veral other porsms landa in Our precints, Some vherow

of the People lives out of the Comty and Others Imows
not there lines, so that wee have not procesaioned then,td

Orphang and c‘!epmdmﬁ children were dieposed of by the parish by
binding then over ag indentured sorvents to s(mé plenter, Thic was, in nosd
canes; tho best posiitlo Aaponition of thezo childran, wince tho master ves
roquired, in rotumn Por thelr services, to | |

e & o Toach or ¢nuse to be toupht tho sald epprentices
wall to vond and wrdils the Mother tongue and to that Ind
put them to school one full yeary botulxt the Age of -
Eight, end fourtom: years & 4 , « t0 use his bost oo~
doavors to leamn the said appremtices the planterst
trode and to that Bd will Keop them to the constant
erploy of a plmter, end wWll elpo £ind and provide for
them good clesm and vholesome food, Rainont end ‘
lodping cuch as chall bo neet and Convendent for an Ap=
prentice, and ag Other Apprentices in 110 cases are
ustally provided for and a11owid » ¢ « o 20

Dependent children end orphoms were boumnd out by the chmnrch-wnrdens
in pergusnce to orders from the comnty court,< After éha digestabilichment
of tho Cinrch, the emme fimetion wns perforned by the Oversoer of the Poor, =

m‘IL‘ig. 3 October 14, 1784,

21008, 1790 ~ 1793, s
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To pay for the expanses of the parish, tho wootry wns apowarel to lay
a tax, vhich, in Louloa, as in moat of the othar cown’lcs, was collectad by
the sherdff along wlth tho ropular county taxos.™3 Thore ware a mmber of
abnsosy . alnce the vestrrmen hod no legal cheook in tho natter of the anowmt
colloctod, ' the vy in which 4t wis spaateZ Only tho Aspechly could Tee
nody the situation 1f it becmmo intolernlile,

By the year 1762 tho Aassenbly, in response to a petition fret the
Frodericksvillo Parish, docided to divide tho smne and croato a nev pariche ™
The rooult wmo that Trinity Parich wns created entlroly within tho County of
Louion, while Fredericksville wes situntod dlrost eatdroly wdthin Albanario
Comty, Tmxris® gryy that

Thore was no book of records kopt of alther the vestery

of tho now parich or eny fom of rogistar as far ag
Imown, lfr, Grezar, uio wvas roctor of thig paridh, so
gtatos in his report drawn up about 1C£0,

The firot trazors of the Rewlution in Virginia wore falb in Fredoridipe
ville Perish in 171, shen the Roverand Janes Hmury sought to colloct his
back pay frm the wsiry, without sucoess, Thia squablile eruptod into the

"Pargm's Cause Casoy" uhich catapultod Patrici: Hemry into the linelight,

The colony was wnderpeing a period of econoxio digtress due to fallures
of tho tobacco crops of 1755 and 1758, and to tho passage of umdse paper
mqmmamommmmumﬂ To halp relieve tho plicht

LAening, Sietuten, I, 115, 336; IV, 205, Aloo Yegtry Book o Prodoridig-
la Porigh, Hovembar 27, 1747,

Ynaing, Statutos, VI, 250,
zM: VX, 4%; J, U, B,, 1762, Avii,
Btarrio, o, Glbes 267

2T0s0ar T, Darok and Bush T. Lofler, Colondol Awrien (o Yorin The
Macillen Corpany, 1958), 484y 455,
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of the planters, the Assenbly passed mn fct in October, 1755, corxmting the
pay of the clergy, ordinorily peid in '&obaa&o, into currency at the rate of |
2d, per poumd, TReenschod over the protosts of 4ho clerey in 1758, the Act
was diselloved by the Privy Comneil in Aumigty 1759. The clergy then pm-
maée&tb sue for their beck salary,

. James Vaury had become reator of Frolerichaville Parich in 1751, and
was o aea%m»in ‘izh&& @p:m“%y ntil hie death in 1769, Stnee the ﬁ.ncm%za he

~ devived fron his parish g insueficlent to support his wife end twelve chile
dran, oz, Moty oparsted a pﬁvata pchool nenr Uallers in the paz"a of Tonien -
that became Albemarle Gmm‘lm Tl aohool was attended lyy anong others, -
Thomas Jofforoen, Janos enroe, ad Jaes Hodison (later Rlalop of Virginia)e™

Pavoon Haury had vefused to oppose the first Act of 1755 (called the
"Tyo Penny Act"), in view of the provailing conditions, declaring that
" o s » cach individual ok expoct to share in the miaforhmes of ﬁw QoL
mmity to vhiek he belmgs.*‘% Bat, Ly 1761y things wore going tocv fa...,
for such a m}.i‘nsamﬁeﬁng and mcwa nene planters were taling aﬂmﬁage
of the lav Yo deprive the clerpy zmcl othett creditors of their Just paymen'&;
besides, the Act had been disallowed, end he felt Justificd in denanding the
gounbs ho hod logt before the actlon of the Privy Comnell, that took plaoce
vhen he denanded these sownts fn graphically dosoribed in the Yehry Boolt
At v Vostry 24th ilamh, 1763. Ordeved that Rev, Mr, Naury in
congidoration of the provision of the Act of 1758 for paynent
0 dll taxes to collectors at two ponny for cach pound of tow
baceo bedng diganmidled by hias Majesty be it moved that thie
yostay. for the ovarplus due hin for hig salery should be peid

hin by virtue of the Act and his motion was rojected “{mﬁ.
wirich the Rov, M, Mawy lodged his account for tho sane,

)

Bliarris, ope oldes 165
3’&@.; ‘8100, 5ed a’bova, Pe 1,
DOpm Hewey (eda)s wmz m&;ﬁxgx (Yew Yorks The Cantury

Compary; 1907), 4024
oty Book of Frolord Porlsh s Horch 24, 1761,
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In view of kis vestry's rojoction of the denand, Mr, Hary ac:ed for
paynant from the shariff of Louisa County, Thomas Johnaon, end hig mb-
phoriff, Terloton Prown, Be had no ncre mcoecs with thon, so ho procecdod
to institute mdt agednst thm as onlloctorn of taxos, md sgaingt their
suroties, on April 1, i7o2, over czo yoar later, in Tmover County Court,32
Houry Imov that he could got no justioe fron tho Lovdem Cowrt, oxposed of
his oun me-lcdtrmt vestrsmon, but ho pexza o havo cverlootod the fact
that Nanover County was a Dssanter stronghold,33

. The Wmovar Court hold that tho 1758 Act wea "no lav,® mx! thoro was
nothdng 1ot of the case tut to fix the momt of dmeres duo to lmry,
Joim Lowds, attornay for tho dofendants, droppad tho caso, bolloving it ale .
recdy logt, A Juzy was ealled for Doombor of 1763 to look into tho matier
of the mount of dmapes, and tho defandants were roprosentad this tino by
tho novico lavyer, Patrick Hemwr, Tr,

Jolmoon wus nct only tho shoriff md a vestrman, bul also a Lovim
reproomtotivo et tho Mlouso of Durgesses, He was, bonides, quiito rich,
"born to ecenddlerae poperty, and owrad pany nl:m:s.@q- Tho accoptanco
| of thio case nry havwe boon ingincertal 4n lmmoldng Hery's political

CATOU,

Tho trial, hald mn Docombor 1st, 1763, gavo ooty m opportanlty to
gttack the crown 1trolf, Fo 45 oald to have impliod that "a King, by an-
mi1ling or disallodng m 20t of so salubary a noturo, Sta belng the fathar
of Ms pooplo, dogenesmted irto a tyrmt, al forfoits all richts to ko

Porten, oo Shisy ITy €09,

3iarrta, g. git., 149, 161y Yorton, Log. Git. Also, gf. 1003, 1763,
\Ath tho Yoaio Dook: of Frslcriciaziille Parid for the sens your,



subjects! obodiance,"35 Peter Lymms, sttornoy for Mre Hamy, cricd cut
that Hemry hod opoken treason, end that he waz n:rbo::icho;‘. that tho Justices
had nbt reprinanded hin, There e murwnas of "Treason] Treason!™ fron the
mdlonoe, X The Jury, efter fivo mimrtes! deliboration, awarded oy

oo PATYy,

Py, one cltey 43, 42,

3615315.3:1 Wt Henry, Patrick mm?. Iifa, Corromondoncg ond Sooachaon
(ttew Yorix Glmrlm Sm—lmer's Scsns, I, 3; lorton, SDe Clhes 1I, 21,



CHAPTER IV
RECAPTTCLATION AND CONCLUSION

The Mnecican Revoluticr made very little impact on the Virpginia commty
govermacut, Changen in the larger shpeore of the Comomuealth were notable,
Pemooretic idsas wolcod by Virginiana cuch es Jeflcroon, Madison snd Monroo
had a deop and ablding effect on the ngtiom as = vhole, but thope ideas end
changcc seen to have stopped chort at the Virginia county court-house door,
On the county lovel, things womt on much an thoy had for over two centuried,

That -the Virginian wms not dissatlsfied with s form of govermaont or
its orgmization, mt rather wdth its administration, :!.'a ovidemced Yy the fact
that he made only the most essantiol changes aftor the British authority had
gone, Pven then, these changes cone prudgingly, wnder the pressure of the
chonging cirounstances,

Iven the pollidcal ideas of the Rewolution, cuch ag the separation of
powers, although anbodied In the Constitution of 1776, ware not consldered
to apply to tho comty, Heo, the justices contimued to wnite sd:inictrative,
legislotive, ard judiclal powars in tho sorio nen, The ebolition of the ‘
parish vas a religious md coclal nove, rathor than a political me, Vit—
ness tho creation of a sort of "gecnlar veotry" in the oversecors of the poory
who inherited all the finctiong of the gld vestrynon,

Changes were to cone, but those wore to proceed {rom the nore dcno-_-
crotic and ogalitarion western cotmtles, uidch had nevar Imown an erigto-
cratic ruling class, The Coastitutional Convention of 1829 = 1830 uas to bo
the opening battlo, bt the atmuggle for a nore denocratic govermemt was
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‘1ot to bo von mtil the Convention of 1860, on tho eve of the Civil Var wth
the truly rewslutionsry aftemath of the Reconstructicn,

The last meoting of the County Sourt 0¢ Towlsn wder the royal avthority
vas held o May 13thy 1776:  "Prosent hﬁ;:iﬁajésﬁaa Justices, to wit, Wilimm
Johnson, Theeas Joimson, Junr, Sermel Roglend and John Poindester, Gentlemen,®
Loss than +wo menths Later tho nexd neeting of the Court wag held, "Present h
the Ooomon Wealths Justicosy %o wlt, Thomas Johneon, Jemes Overton, WE1lien
Philips, Sermel Regland, Jemes Morivether, Bichard Ainderson, Jolm Poindexter,
Thmms' Jolmsont Jun, Y ’Eﬁxiﬁka & ¥addy Thompaon, Gentlanen, w2

 YVory 1it¥le had changed, and for dlnost a century, very ttle was o
cuange. e colenisl county govettnent 4n Virginia dled a very slow death,

Lreom, 1776, 143,

2rga,, M
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