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PRE?AQE

Bscause thers wers only four recognized profesaionsuhin‘h a nine-
toenth cmbury reapectable Engl:lsh gentlem could enter and atm maine
tain his famﬂ.y roputntion-ﬂtho army, thanavy, and ohurch, andthabar—o
it is natural that clergymen should appear t‘mquant.ly in the novels of
the periods Through the eyss of numerous novalists one can come to under-
stand bstter the roles and the personalities of the men of oloth during
the 18007s.

A ’study similar in intent to that herein prosented was published
in 1959 by Horton Daviess A Mirror of the Ministry in Modern Novelss but
only two of the five English novelists he included—-illiam Hale White and
Mres Huxphry Ward-—aote during the poriod represented in this papeze I
have encountered only one other book treating the Bnglish clergyman in fice
tion. William Addison's The English Country Parson (1948) gives a panoramic
view of the rurel clergyman from the Middle Ages to the mid-tweatisth cen=
tuwy, interspersing ﬁei@‘.’wn&l\wit‘b actusl perponages. Here again,h’wwer,
clergymen of ninsteenth century novels are not treated in any detall.

By way of liud.ting nyeelf to a reasonable amouwnt of material, I
have chosen to consentrate on thoss novels in which a clerical acens pro-
vides the major characters and mt.iem In soms cases the titles and aue
thors are likely to be unfamiliar, and some of the minor but mezorable
clergymen created by such major ”mnlar” mnata as Jane Austen, Scott,
Dicikens, and Thackeray:- have been omittad; ‘I¢ the reader fails to find
the caricatures that he had expooted to mest here, I hope he will forgive
me and will be inepired to seek them out again for himself.



GHAPTER ONE
SURVEY AND BACWARD GLANCE

Most ninetesnth century clerical novels are, unsurprisingly,
grounded on the framework of the Church of Englande It ia true that
Scottiah and Irish authors did not often write of Anslicans; Jamea
Gibson Iockhart. pictmd the Galvinist.a in Adam M;; ané tfhe Mhocliata
mmws Jms Hogs's @Mﬁai&&mﬁwm &
‘satire on the axtrenss cr calvinimn; John Ackwarth's g}__m W
emphasised Hehhodiam; Jotm Banin sot mg, ﬂﬂl&_‘lﬂ. .’m a Roman catholio
background By and large, however, evangelica.l and Popiah aharactem in
the nimt.eenth ceatnry ars but_incidental sketches drawm more in ridicule
than in a.ny effort toward accurate portrayals.

Familiarity ¥ith the Church of England hisrarchyl is essential to
an tmd,e:standing qf. ihe place of the clergyman in the novels to ba dis-
ousesds The basic unit of organ.’gsaﬂox;_ is the cathedral churchs Rela~-
tively simple at first, the cath&dral hierarehyj tended to becoms more
‘gomplex whon pa.riahaaz mcaaidta’wd the fomat’icn of ehaptiéra to admin-
istrate cathcdral matters ‘while the bishop wag occupied with diocesan "
or atatg duties. The chaptar, ccmpeeed of local church dignitaries, ,
acted as trustees of church property, determined financial matters for -
the diocese ,and in 1215 asmé the sole authority for elecﬁing their
own 'bieho;ﬁ ; BM the digniteries of the chapter consisted of the
dean, who acted éa president} the precentor, who was in charge of muaic;’

l‘frxe following outline of organigzation and history is drawn
from the 1895, 1910, and 1958 editions of The mgzg}.g_gg_gu Britanniga.

2 glossary of asclesiastical terms appea.rs in the appendix.



the chancellor, who ssrved as chapter secretary and supervisor of ca- ”
thedral schools; and the treasurer, who locked after physical necessi-
ties associated with cathedral functions. -In addition, each chapter

had one or more archdsacons and a fixed number of canons or prebendaries.
It was not unususl for the latter to dqsignate vicars to perform their
duties for them. In:tim vicare sorting in such éapac;i.ties came to ‘be
known as miner canons, differing from regular canons in being denied &.
vote in chapter affairs.. |

Only one significant change in the organizauon of the chapter
ogourred befom tha ninsteenth century. JRW vm, in bis sweeping
cathodz-al reforms, decreed that the preaent@r, who had formerly bsen
second only to the dean, should bs relegated to the role of a minor
canons By the Cathedral Act of 1840, Parliament gave to all the ca-
thedrals of England and Wales a uniform gonstitution ¢alling in most
cases for a dean and fov.r ganons. -

By the alcsa of tha ninsteenth centur.?, English cathedrals fell
into four clasaifiaationso Churches not reorganized by Henry v:m were |
York, london (St Paul's), Chichester, Exster, Hersford, Lichfield,
Lincoln, Salisbury, and Wells. Churches whose constitutions Henry VIIT
had altered were (.‘aant«e»rtmry‘;.r Durham, Winchester, Carlisle, Ely, Norwich,
 Rochester, and Worcester. Cathedrals roundgd by that monarche-Bristol,
Chester, Gloucester, Oxford, and Peterborough--composs the third catee
gorye The final classification, that of méei'n cathedrals founded dur-
ing Victoria's roign, included !Eaneheabar, Ripon, Souﬁmsll, Ste Albans,
Southwark, Truro, Newcastls, Hakerield, Biminghan, and I.iverpcol. Ao
their titles indicate, .the churches are situated in cities} their ec~
clesiastical jurisdiction encompassges ihe surrownding couwntrysides



The process by which clergymen obtain positions in the hierarschy
is known as patronage, either public or private. 7The higher dignitariss
are appointed through public patronsge, lee., the crown through the prime
ninisters Private communication of the new appointee's nams to the chap~
ter for routine wote and public announcement maintains the ancient form
of election by the chapter. Minor poeitions are filled through mnimtion

'by private patrons, whose undidate the bishop 1s abngatad to accept un~
dess proor of incompetence is prenentcd- Suwh a candidate, when duly ap~
pointed, holds & 1ife tenure on the endowment of the parish, . He may elect
to have one or more curates to adrinister the parish if the opportunity |
arises for him to be appointed to ancther parish or to cathedral duties;
_in';om cases the lncome trﬁn his parish is suffioient to allow him to
place.the parish in the hands of a perpetual curate and retire to & life
of leisure. The parish reverts to the private patron on the death of the
duly appointed clergyman, regardless of who may be actually performing the
parish offices.

In order to appreciate the ariticisms of the clergy that are im-
plied or openly declared by nineteenth century novelists, ons must.also .
know somsthing of the actual state of clerfcal Affairs during the period.’
One of the major problems was widespread neglect of the parishese In
1813, for.mmplo; 6;311.out. of ‘10;800 livings wers without resident in=
cunbentae® A sscond problem was the sharp!,y drawn division between rich

3 account represents a condensation of the cleriocal situation

as viewed by Williawm Addison in The English Country Parson (Inndom Je Ms
Dent & Sons, Itds, 1948.)

hogdtson, 3132



and poor within clarical rankse QCurates particularly suffered from in- -
adequate mou. Yot the Church of England drew nominal support in tho
early part of tha century because citizens, npprehonsivc about the effects
of the French Revolution, looksd to their national church as an antidote
to fad:lealisn-

As the gentury progressed, evangelical prectices such as hymn~
singing orept into the Anglican churoh end were the cause of many bitter
clashes betmn olergyman of Bigh- and low-chnmh aent.inmta- Anot.hor |
eubjoct et cont.ontion was the ao-ellhd "eport.ing pamn," who tended to
plaocmre valua onthahou:ﬁainhinkomlethmontho aheopinhia
epiritm fold. With tha rapid advmooa of the industrial revolution’
ths church had dift'iculty keoping pacel when 1t la.gged boh.ind, apoolﬂ.a-
Ition arose as to whathor the Parlimnt of 1533 ahould *at. once take
measures to disestablieh and dissndow 1tenS.

The Oxford movement brought needsd stimmlation, but for the most
parttho 1amcuhich it miaedmabovot.he head of the average laymans
Farthersore, local olsrmn tendad to keep o:l.lom rather thsn risk of~
fense by taking a positive ntand that might ha.n put, them m controwrsial
vositione in their communitisse Men with such widely divorgent views as
tha High-Church Keblo, Low-Church lunga:l.uy, and Chrietian Socialist
Maurice, outatmding chumhmn in this period of t.nmﬂ, ab last managed
to annourage thoir brother clergyun to support nnd advance soclisl reforms
and thereby get baock into the mainetrean of thought and sstivitys

TIbids, pe 150
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But by 1870 it again appeared that the church was on her deathbed:

By this time it was clear that most of the bdest minds in
ths. sountry were outaside the Church: Never befores had -
its fundamental dogmas been attascked with so much force
and cogencys - Those who led thess attacks were men of ths
highest moral and intellsctual oredit. Belief in the in-
fallibility of the Bible had been at the heart of Protes- -
tantism. Research had now, it appeared, rendered such
belief untsnabls. It could not yet be seen that the new
infallibility of science mdght p no more nhao;l.m thm
-seriptural or papal :lnt‘ell:l.bmty. ' :

Despit.e tho fact that the risa ot‘ acicntiric knowledgo also brought
with it an 1ncr¢au 1n mnhr opport.unit:lcs that oauaed even tmr entor-
prising young men to ont.er clerdical ordara, a revival was again offecte&,
this t.im t.hrough Bishop Hilberrome'a ouphasia on’ the aotiva role of the
‘mmm in his pariah. mmn Wilberfores died in 1873, Richerd cronch.
dean of St.. Paul'a, contimmd to prod tho church towa.x-du discarding its
old, mrrow, provimial attitudes- An able di.plcut., he tempered his re-
forms with a ganuine appmciat.ion ot the conaarratin tx-aditions which
were hindering clorical effaotivenoas- The tranafomtion that was m-ought
caused an upward trend of favorabla support that hsted to the en.d of the
c.onbnry and nat.orod t.ha ahurch to a poaition or leadership.: Joseph llem-y
shorthouu nirrorod t.ho paasinc of the criais in his novel John M
written in 1881:

"'nm English Church, as established by the law of

England, offers ths supsrmatural to all who choose to

COmS It is like the Dlvine Being Himself, whose sun

.shines alike on the evil and on the good. Upon the

altars of the Chursch the divine pressnce hovers as -

.surely, to thoss who belisve it, as it does upon the

spl.ondid altars of Rome.’ ‘l‘ha:ﬂ:a to circumstances which

the founders of our Church did not contemplate the way .
is open; it is barred by no confession, no human priest.

*uad., p. 286,



Shall we throw this aside? « + . It ie not even a ques~
tion of religious freedom only; it is a question of learn~
ing and culture in every form. 1 am not blind to the
peculiar dangers that beset the English Churgh. I fear
that its position, standing, as it does, a mean between
two extremes, will engender indiffsrence and sloth} and
that its freedom will prevent its preserving a discipline -
and organizing power, without which any community will
suffer grievous damage; navertheless, as a Church it is.
unique; if suffered to drop out o& existence, nothing

like it can sver take its place.m’ -

One further area of introductory materisl is pertinente-that of
predecassors to the nimtoenth century glerical novels . Tha two most ob~

vious are Flelding's .«!..azah Andrewa and Golds-ith's The Yicar of Hakefields
By looking carsfully at their styls and intent, one can more easily see '

‘the evelution of ths clergyman from Fielding!s picaresque character and
Coldsmith's romantio representation to the mors refined and- realistic
prauntntioms of the 1800%s.

‘l‘ho ‘full title of Fielding's VOr'k, The History of ihe Adventures

JHM'_mmmmmumm gives & clus to the
content 6f'i';his’.m1y (1'.?&2) specimen of the novel.  In his preface f.hg
author upologised for and defended his choice of Mri Adams' profession
28 2 foll for his sotivities in the following wordst

" ‘As to the character of Adams, as it is the most
;laring in the whols, 80 I conceive it is not to be
found in any book now extant. It is deaigned a character
of perfect simplioity; and as the goodness of his heart
will recommend him to the goodw-natured, so I hope it will
“exouse:we to the gentlemen of the glothi for whom while
they are worthy of their sacred order, no man can pos-
sibly have a greater respect. They will therefore exsuse
me, notwithstanding the low adventures in which he is en~
gaaed, that I have made him a clergyman} since no other
office could have given him so mROy opportunities of die~
playing hie \m-thy inclinations.

-71b1a.. Pe 19:.-195, quoting the title character in Shorthouss's novel.

Slenry Fielding, The History of the Adventures of Joseoh Andrews and
his Friend Mr. Abraham Adams (New York: The Century Co., 1907), pp. xxii-
xxiiis '




It is at onco apparent that Mr. Adm is a clorgynan through convenienaa .
to the nlot rather than through any desire of his creator to draw an
accurate portrait of eaclesiastical 1ife.

An oxcollant scholar who oould xl-ead and translate half a dosen
languageg, Kr. Adans was "a man of gooﬂ sense, good parts, and good
nature.n?. Ir he had a fnult. it was his complete ignoranca :l.n uorldly
nat.ters: "aimplicity was his charactcristico"l, When the tale opened,
he was a fifty-ysar-old country curate endowed with the grand sum of
twenty-three pounds per year and "a littls encumbered with a wife and
six ch:lldren.ﬂn His connection with Jossph stemmed from the fact that
the youth was apprenticed to Sir Thomas Booby, chief landholder in the
parich which Mrs Adams served. Sir Thomas Wregarded the curate as & kind
of domestic only, bslongling to the parson of the parish.w-

Sir Thomas's sudden death was followed by Jossph's discovery that
his master?s widow had amorous designs upon him, but by remembering Mr.
Adams? excellent sermons and advice on chastity he resisted the tempta-
tion to reoiprogate. Thrown out on his own resources by his spurned
adwirer, Joseph, who had accompanied Lady Booby to london, determined to
return to 8ir Thomas's distant country estate where he had left behind
his childhood swestheart Fanay. He had procesded only a short distance,
however, when he was attacked by robbers and left for dead. Meanwhile,
‘Mrs ,Adams had started out on a journey to london in order to publish

919.11-. Pe .7
107p1d.

N1vide, po 8
m&m-. Pe Fe



soms sermons. He happemd to come upon the house whoro Joaeph had bean
carried and offered him every cent in his pocket. Ho even tried tc pawm
his saddlebag of sermons in order to obtain funds for conveying Joseph to
a'bo'tte:" ph;:e for recovery, but the local parson assured hin that his
treasure was worthless bscause "the age was so wicked that nobody read
suinons."> As things turned out, Mr. Adams discovered that his wife had,
removed the sermons from the saddlebag in favor of articles of wearing
apparel whigh she thought would be more ssrvicesble to him, and he was
ohliged to retwrn homse.

The homeward journey, which he commenced in the company of Joseph,
constitutes the maln portion of the novel and is the background for a
number of picaresque experiences along the way. During the first part
of their trip the two companions were separated by their mode of travel;
Joseph, becauss of his injuries, rode the pé.rson'n horse vhils that
gontlexan walkeds The two friends were \mited frequent]y at tlehoms,
and it was at one of these ostablishments thnt Hr. Adams had his first
adventure--he got into a tist tight with the innkseper and "aid him
sprawling upon the floor-"”‘ Next. .1_10 ;ncomtored a g;mhm. te'whon
he felt disposed to tell the history of his 1ife. He sxplained that he
was a poor curate because the rector whose assistant he had formerly been
had placed the retention of his position on the condition that Mre Adems
persuade his nsphew {0 vote for the reétor'; f.av.Orite candidate in a
local election. When he refused to do eo, he was diniued and "lived-

a full month on one funeral sermon.®l5 Later he was allowed to resuse

bid., pe 58

ey ‘ id. P 100,
i’s’ﬁ’ pe 113.



9

his c'ura.c} and had been waiting eﬁr pince for the living which Sir
Thomas before his death had promised him and pronptly torgotten.

Entreated by his hemr to spend tho night with hin, Mr. Adams
consented but was sidetracked by thes sound of a vomn's shrieks. He
succuley'protectod ‘her from her uould-be;raviaher_z but when as-
sistance arrived in the form of ao_m.:'Local yoirthq; the uaailmt accused
M. Adam and the woman of dragging hin; off the highvay ;ﬁd tm{:g to
attack hil. ‘The yout.hs imdiatoly took 4nto cuatody the parson nnd
thc woman, who turned out to be none. other t.han Fanng Haviu; heard of
his liefOrtunes, she had set out to ﬁnd Joseph- _ vmm they were before
the Jm:lco, the parson was drawn int.o an argument :lnvolving Lat.:ln aohol-
mhip and would have entered into & wager about a certain qmtat.ion ir
the lack of monsy in his pocket had not hindered him. The pair was ace
quittod, and very aoon Joseph nnd Fanny waro reunited .'m a puaiomte
enbuco while Adm was "dancing about. the room in a rapture of Joy.ﬂu'

The horse hwing beon hft behind in tho mitmnf., tha tr:l.o
'progressed on foot f{rom ulahouse to alohouse, entering into commtion
wit.h the na.ti.na in omhn.ngo for free beer. Uaually Mr. Adam :lnquirad
aﬁ.ur the local parson; upon one occasion he' received t.his reply rron a
prospema—looking gontleunp

%I am sorry t0 say the parson of our parish, instead of

esteeming his poor parishioners as a part of his family,

seems rather to considar them as not of the same species

with himself. He seldom speaks to any, unless some few

of the richest of usg nuy, indeed, hs will not move his

hat to the othera. I often laugh "when I behold him on

Sundays strutting along the church-yard like a turkey-
cock through rows of his parishioners, who bow to him -

¥101de, pe 2340



10

with as much submission, and are as unregarded, as a '

sot of servils courtiers by the proudest prince in g

Christendom. But if such t{emporal prides is ridiculous;.

suraly the spiritual is odious and detestable; if such .

a puffed-up empty human bladder, strutting in princely.

robes, just moves ons?e derision, au:i,}y in the habit

of & priest it must raiss our scorn.™’.
When Mr. Ada:es declared his agreemsnt, the gentleman revealed that he
was the pariah' patron and would bestow the living, with three hundred
pounds yearly, upon him at the decesss of tﬁe aged and infirm incumbent.
The naxt day, 'however; the poor parson discovered that the prauise had
been only a cruel joke at the expsenss of his nalvates.

During his travels Mr. Adams had personally.ensountered iwo. pare
‘sons who'did nothing todissuade him from his opinion-that Christian
clergymn. 1ike himself were scarce. The first had been Mr. Barnabas,
whose frank opinions on the worthlessnass of sermons had unnerved hin.
Fieldlng's treatment of Mr. Barnsbas.made it quite apperent that that
gentleman's first love was his liquorj called to adwinister ths last
rites when it vas thought that Joseph was dying, he had questioned the
sufferer ﬁrMctoﬁh about his sins Yand then procesded to prayer with
all the expedition he was master of, some cowpeny then walting for him
Selw in the parlour, where the :lngz;edients for punch were all in readi-~
ness} but no one would squeese the oranges till he eam-"m- Reputed to
be somewhat of a comsunity nuisance,-hs habitually proclaimed himself an:
authority on law and medicins as well as theology. His opinion was very

pronounced on heretics such as Whitefield, to wits

1 *y P Mo



-#ie [Wnitefield) would reduce us %o the axampls of the
primitive ages, forsootht and would insirmate to the

pecple that a clergyman ought to be always presching end

prayinge. He pretends to understand thes Saripture liter-

allys and would maks maniing belisve that the poverty and

low estate which was recomended to the church in its in-

fancy, and was only temporary doctrine adapted to her under

poersecution, was to Bo preserved in her flsurishing and

established state.nd
It might be noted in passing that Mr. Adams also objected to Whitsfield,
but for a different reasons

1 am, myself, as great an snemy to the luxury and splen-

dour of the clergy as he can be « + +» « But when he began

¢0 eall nonsense and enthusiasm to his aid, and set up the

detestable dootrine of faith against good works, I was his

frisnd no longsr; for surely that doctrine was coined in -

hells and one would think none dut the devil himself could

"have the confidense to preach it.

The parson who offended Mre Adamo even more than Mr. Barnabas was
Parson Trullibere Hs found that repressntative of the cloth one day just
returning from fesding his hogs, animels which Fielding says his physical
appearencs resembled. A parson caly on Sundsy, Mre Trulliber had as his
chief ocoupation and delight the sale of his beasts at county fairse Mip=-
taking Mr. Adams for a prospective hog dealer, he shoved the curate into
the pig-sty and demanded that be handle the merchandise. The visitor oblig-
ingly and unquestioningly grasped a handy tall—with disastrous results to
bis personal appearances  This was followad by a lengthy discourse from
Parson Trulliber on ths dignity of the clerical prefession and the shadbi-
ness of Mre Adams? attire, to which the latter humbly replied that he had

torn his cassock about ten yam'hofom while orossing & stils and had

191bd., pe 63
Druid.
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bsen mbh to obtain a new one¢ Parson Trulliber bragged that he was
rich enough to buy both the vicar and the rector, but when Mr. Adams

asked for the loan of fourteen slﬂ.].].‘lngs; his bro-t.her clergyman haughtily
replied that he knew ™what charity is, bettsr than to give to vagabonda-"a'
Mr. Adams smiled, told him distinctly that hs was unfit to call himself a
Christian, and took his lsave. He later lesrned thaf. his ungracious - .
host "was raputed. a =an of gx"ut charitys for, though he nsver gave a
farthing, he always had that word in his mouth.w2

A strong belisver in apparitions, Mr. Adams on another ocession
found himself late at night in wfamiliar territory amid what he thought
ware malevolent spirits plotting his murder. He began to think of charms
to ward them off, only to be apprised by a native of the territory. that
they were no more than real-life sheep-stealers.

The parson took advantags of the long hours spent in travel to
instruct Joseph on a number of subjects, especially education. . "Public
schools are the nurseries of all vice and immorality,” he declared.

#A11 the wiocked fellows whom I remember at the university wers bred at
theme o + « The first care I always take is of a boy's morals; I had
rather he should be & blockhead than an atheist or s presbyterian.t> Hia
preference was "a priv;to achOOI; whore boys may be kept in 1nnoéenoe and
imorma."z" 80 vociforoua wore hie opiniona that Fiolding reparked edi~
toriallys "Indeed, if f.hia good man had an enthuainsn, or what the vulgar

*y p-.lhﬁ-'
2Ibide, pe U9e
nmgo' Pe 206.
2b7big., pe 207



13.

call a blind side;, it was this$ he thought a schoclmaster the greatest
character in the world, and himself the greatest of all schoolmasterse » o o5

After delivering himself of his ideas on the subject the parson
fell aslesp unde} 'a tree and was almost devoured by a pack of hounds that
mistook him for & haree The ownor of the dogs, more out of desire for
Fanny than éoncorn for the parson, invited the party to his house. There
Mre Adams wae subjscted to a musber of pranks which his good nature al-
Md to be imposed \.aponl hime In addition to attaching a fireoracker to
his cassock, an action which ﬁearly scared him out of his wits, the jesters
also oontrivﬁd to have him deliver a sermon, at the conglusion of which he
was doused in a tub of waters Because in raking his departure the parson
d4d not linger long enough to dry his clothes, he contracted a fever that
was almost fata

Apparsntly he had a strong constitution, for at the next roadside
inn he was enough recovered to Mtalk shop™ with a geatleman with whom he
declared himself in perfect accord on theological doctrines; ons suspects
that he would have had a relapse had he known that this latest acquaintance
was & Roman clt;holio priest,

The following dsy the sguire who had insulted him sent men to re-
capture Fanny. Mr. Adams fought valiantly (despite the fact that he had
forgot to put on his broeches) but wae eventuslly subdued and tied to &
bedstesd. In that poeition he comforted Joseph by reminding him that he
was "o consider you are a Christisn, that no gccidént happ;né to us with-
-bubthe Divine permissiom, and that it is the duty of a man, much more of
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a Christian, to submit ,n26 Joseph derived more comfort in repsating
Macduff's sorrowful lines from m; but Parson Adams indignantly con-
demned such-theathenism,® eaying, "I r'u"ge::' heard of any plays fit for a
Christian to read, but Cato and the Coniscious lovers. o o .izzanqy, Eean-
whiln_,”ha(‘l been rescued by an acquaintance who happened to come upon her
and her oaptors before any mischisf was doﬁe.

At length the party arrived without further mishsps at Adams?
parish, where the villagers "™flocked about him 1ike gutimi'éhﬂdfen ‘
round an indulgent parent, and vied with each other in demonstrations of’
duty and loves™® He did all in his power to hasten the conglumicn of  °
Joseph'and Fanay's amorous sffalr, reminding them at the game tims that =
"o christimought 80 to set his heart on any person or thing in this
uorhl, but that whensver it shall be required or taken from him in any
manner by Divine Pmidem. he w be abls, peaseably, quietly, and cone
tentedly to resign 1t.™’ No sooner had hé Pinished than sameons brought
word that his youngest son had drowmd, ‘and 1t béc:aine immediately apparent
that it was easier for the parson to give advige then to take its Ina
‘rage of grief he told Joseph that "o man 1s obliged to impoasibilities;
‘..a;n&"'t':herlbsa of a child is ono of those great trials where our grief may
be Allowed to becoms immoderates™C Nor did his pride permit’ him to ade
nﬁt his fault, even after the diétrehalng'm was learned to be false. |

2 .bi'd., p. 239-.
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The parson's final adventure was his most scandalouss Iying abed
ons night at lady Booby's, where all the principal chavacters were for
ono reason or another uulbled, he heard ories of raps &nd villainy. In
a hnst.y crtort to resous thc unknown victim from the unkrmm uanﬂ.mt,
he found himself sans clothing in bed with lady Booty's lady-in-waiting, who
was in an equally naked sonditions His powers of discernment were lmlingly
du‘l.l, and he did not even rcalize that he was battling with a woman wntil
lady Boohy's arrival threw some candlelight on the subjects His confusion
wans all the more confounded when, in embarrassed retreat, he entered Fanuy's
room instead of his own and crawlsd into her bed without perveiving her to
be theres Joseph, having previously arrangsd a rendezvous with his lover,
discovered the mlikelg pair together when he sntereds Mrs Adams emphati-
cally blamed the entire affeir on witchoraft and retired to his proper
rotme

‘The lovers forgave their friend and entreated him to perform their
W without further 'doiéy. mmn miraculous d;soovéma having re-
moved the foar that the pair might be brother and sister. Fanny ceme into
& fortuns from Mr. Boohy, lady Booﬁy?c nephew, and that pnthm also be~
stowsd upon Mre Adams & 1iving of one hundred end thirty pounds yearlye
The paraon vas reluctant o accept becsuse 6f his long-time attachment to
hiawnparish,hutmﬁnallyinduudtoaendaomhtohinmbem-
fice and tharoby rata;ln s buable atat.ion uith a1l tho benetit.s uhich his
newly soquired riches could supplys

An obscure novel of similar atyls and gontent was published by
Richard Graves 1n1?73- mww: |Ks ﬂnﬁmuﬁﬁﬁbkﬁi
Bre mf,m h'gam rohted the adwntures of a young Oxford graduate
and bls Yow-born companion Jerry Tugwell while on a self-appointed tour as
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itinerant Methodist missionaries. Hildgooqe had gone homs from college
with the intention of managing his widowsd mother's estate but had gotten
into an altercation with the vicar of the parish, Mr. Pwel.'l., over the
qusstion of whether or not & new glass door that he had installed should

be subjest to window taxe In anger at being defeated in the argument,

he determined to spite the vicar by reading the Mathodist éemng of White-
field, which Mabounded with bitter invectives against the regular elergy;
andd gho established chumh;“ and with sentences of'raproﬁati_on upon all man-
liind, except a few choice ap:lx:-ita called the olocb-"’l He proceeded to
read The Marrow of Divinitv, Crumbs of Comfort, Honey=combs for the Elact,
The Spiritusl Eye-salves and Cordials for the Saints, and Foxs's Martyrol-
ggi.” and ended in being converted to Methodiem.

Wildgoose was noted for his "openness of countenance and a sim~
plicity of mnﬂ;” at f.hc sams time, he was "shrewdly suspected to
hm been guilty of some slight offences against the rules of chastity,
with his mther'a maid?% e latter fact was not a hindrance to the
new convert, who gloried in adwitting numerous other sins in the belies
that M"every unregensrate man is daily guilty of them Vil“t“lnh « ¢ and
1t s only by the grace of God, that be is restrained from putting them
in exscutions®?> Pinding no eympathetic hearers among the gentry of his

i

31R1ehnrd Graves, The Spipritual Quixote; or, the Stummer?y Ramble

Geoffry Wildgoops, two volumes in The Pritish Novelists series
(undon: Ce Baldwin, printer, 1820), vol. 1, p. 25
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aative Glﬂuoegtorabira, be began preaching in Tugwell's cottage and
soon acoumulated a oimablokfonwiug. One reason for his success wao
that "he spcke as ons having nut-hoxdty, and not as t.he acribos, that 1s,
comon country parsons. "36 A aocond wneﬂbubiug fuctor m the vicar'a
disagreeabls method of dealing with s:lnnera. Hr. Pmn.'a way of pre-
venting recurrence of raulto was to say to offending parishioners, I
giveyoufa:lrnrningomonem, that thanea:ttin I hear or see any
thing of this ktnd, I will drub you most, confoundedly,n37

Hot contont vith the m.m douin that he had conguered, Wild-
goose yurned for more extensive fame. Whitsfield was at that tims liwve
ing in Bristol, and Wildgooss decided to go there to serve his idol in
whatever manner possible. Oraves let his readers know at the outeet
that he was oot in mpcﬂv wit.h the plan and ridiculed the mativas by
which Geoffry ®thought himself obliged in honour to eally forth and sube
mit ‘to: voluntary hardships in quest of -adventures which he was uot
1ikely to meet with, and 0 redress grisvances which no longer exinted;
or in nhialx, under a regular government, he had no right to murron..és
The novelist went ont.o reil at omgollat.o mgemnl, saying that

our modern itinsrant reformers, by ths mere force

of impgination, have conjured up the powers of dark-

ness in an enlightened agee They are acting in de-

fisnce of human laws, without any apparent necessity -

or any divine gommisalon. They are planting the gos~

pel in a Christisn countryt. they are combating the

shadow of popery, where the protestant religion is

astablished; and declaiming against good wrknin

age which §3s;r usually ramwnt. as abounting
evil woike-




is

With Tugwell, whom he considersd Monly half a convert™ bacause
he smoked a pipe, Wildgoose started out on his expeditione Their first
stop was at a whitsuntide revel where Geoffry was misteken for a quick
doctbr and pelted with hoi'ae dung. His companion was in favor of going
homs immediately, but the ardent preacher was enjoying his first psrse-
cution too intently to take notice.

After a similar rebuff the follewing day, the pair reached
Gloucester at nightfall. Wildgoose induced a barber to let him hold a
sories of meetinge in his shop, and the gatherings were well attended.
Perhaps a desoription of one of the evangelistfactypical sermons-will in-
dicate the entertalning appeal that he hadi”

He usually begen his discourse with lamenting the
universal .corruption of mankind, and with a lively rep-
wesentation. of the dreadful consequsnces to be appre-
hended from the justice of God; and instead of speaking
of hell and dammation in the refined terms and elegant
oirewmlocutions of modern divines (as a place not proper
to bs mentioned to a polite audience), hs ran, perhaps,
into contrary extrems, by too gross and minute a detail
of partioulars: + « o . _

" Vhen he had sufficiently terrified them bty the de~
nunciastion of stesrnal torments, he shifted the scene, and
molted them into tears by the tenderest descriptions of
the mercy and compassion of God, and the fondest expres-
sions of love I'rom the great Shepherd of their souls.

» * @ @

In short, by thissgoothing eloquence, and the ear-
nestness of his manner, Wildgoose softened those hearts,
which for some years had resisted the admonitions of
friends, and the suggestions of gonscience; and made
many converts to religion; at least he made them so as

‘long as the brightnese of those similes continuad to
glow in their imagination. But, their affeotions only
being moved, and their understandinge not enlightened,
nor their reason convinced, too many of them sooen pre~
lapsed into their former dissolute courses.™

. 4 oy Peo 610
BlTbid., ppe 108-104.
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During the final servics in (lousester, some hecklers filled
with explosives the barrel on which Tugwell sat, and set. them off just
as Wildgoose reached a vivid desoription of fire and bm‘v The
resulting explosion almost sent its intended viotim “to heaven, bsfore
his tims, in a chariot of fire."=

The pair was a target for pranks throughout the journey. At a
crowdsd alehouse they were doused with a bucket of water, and on anothsr
ocoasion with the contents of a chamberpote . When the preacher tried to
convert a waitress in Tetbury, the landlady called him & "hypothetical
rascal®™3 gng threw s basty pudding into his face.

A1), their opposition was not &0 vohti'ia.- One man took issue
with Wildgoose quietly:.

I really believe, when the Msthodists first set outs «

they did some good, and contributed to rouse the negligent

olergy, and to revive practical dhristianity amangst us.

But I'm afraid they have since done no small prejudice to

religion, by reviving the ocbwedb disputea of the last cen-

turys and by calling off the minds of men from prectice to

more speculstion. For by all the agcounts I have heard of

late, if & man does but frequent their meetings regularly,

_expresses himsslf properly upon: Justification, and a few
more of their favourite topics, he is immedliately ranked
‘among the slact, and may live as carelesaly as he pleases

in other respects) « » » In short, if a man doss tut talk

mmnk-wdnt. he may, without any reproach, live

liks & sinners

The "uissionary® did not liks either of the two Msthodist preach-
ers at Bath, fox- they held almost 'oont'.ndic‘wr: b.eliefs,':iaittur of which
coinoided with Wildgoose®s own brend of theologye Inspired to speak out
against Muwxury in dress, cards, danoing, and all the fashionable diver-

W21pids, pe Lbe
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alongnh3 of the resort town, Geoffry was droihad out by a rousing ren-
dition of "God Save the King® performed by an impromptu band of kettls-
druns and Fronch hornse Indignantly advising Tuggle to follow the Bib~
1ical admonition to shake the dust of 1nhosp1t¢11ty'rr6n his feet,
Wildgoose renswed his desire to reach Mre Whitefield, ™ho he did not
doubt would resolve all his scruples, and put him'in the trus road to
sﬂﬂuono'M

The itinerant Qulxote at last gainsd an sudience with his idol in
Bristol but was disappointed, upon being ushered into the holy man's
presence, to find him "aitting in an elbow~-chair, in a handsome dining-~
room, dressed in a pm-ph aightgown and velvet cap; and, instead of a
Bible or a prmr-;book, ‘as Wildgooss sxpected, he had a 3ood bason of
chocolate. and a-tlate of muffins well-buttered, before hin."™7

The pompous Whitefield offersd him no encoursgement in his clerical
anbition,

for whether he gloried in ths number of his followers, and -

began to taste the sweets of such distinction, or whether

"he thought -that too great a number of labourers in the vine-

yard might render the soil less fruitful to himself; however

it was, he did not seem inclined to admit any:more sharers -

in ths labouri but began to complain of the great number of

divisions already among them; that ones was of Paul, and . . .

another of Apcllos; that brother Wesley had preached another

‘Qospel, entiraly contrary to his; in short; that, from that

gource, strife, envy, wrath, revelling, backbiting, drunk-

"‘“‘“ﬂg and every evil work, began alrsady to prevail amongst

them. A
Seeins that Wildzoose was not easily to be deterred, howsver, Vhitefield

condescended to trust him among the lowly colliers in Staffordshire and

"m Pe 202
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Shropshire and the lead miners &n Derbyshive=-but only after glving the
novice soms lessons in preaching.

-After huring Whitefield preach twice, Wildgoose was convinced
that he himsslf had been wrong in trying to pemuada peapla to repenh
and to reform; for the experisnced preacher "satd li_ttle -about repentance,
but laid all the strees wpon faith alone; eo that 1f a man was, or fanoled,
or-even sald, that he vas possessed of trus faith, he uas ismedistely pro-
nounced & convertp and,.ﬁmthar he retémad his life or not, bacams a
saint 'upon easy .tcmo"‘.w

Whitefield's plan was o have Wildgoose speak once in Bristol,
0 that he could sorrect any mistakes in doctrins or du}iww, .and then
get rid of him as quick:w as pogéihle; for the found some few aparks of
Jealousy in his own breut»"_s 0 wﬂdgooso; however, was such a success
that he soon was preaching nightly to larger crowds than Whitefield could
draw. His superior, therefore, devised other trials for his disciple by
sending him’ to ninister mn; the slnners in the duth hole at Newgste,
at & mtorious g:ln ahop, and at a house of 111 fans,

In th:la new role as gpiritusl aaviser, Geoffry was & complete fall-
ure. He gave awvay all l?ia monsy to idlers who thought it sinful to work;
he told the keeper of the bawdy house that, since God looks chiefly on
the heart, whatever fleshly sins her charges might commit could be atoned
for by their ﬂadit;g-the Bible every aum'hy'. When a distraught mother
brought her pregnant fourtesn-year-old daughter to him, he consoled her
bty saying that since no father was in pight, this must be a sign of the
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New Birthe A As no other advice cams to his tongus, he quoted a favorite
maxin of Whitefisld--"The greater the sinner, the greater 'the fatth,”
Next he told an escaped prisonsr that he would have to drew lots to de~
termine whether or not the man was wrong to have broken out of Jaile

Imediately thersafter, a tough, scarred. uﬂor came confessing -
that he had "been guilty of every kind of mc:beanneaa" :lncluding Wan
intrigue with a 0st,"2 and asked 1f 1t were & ain'to be addiobbdité laugh-
ing. : Whils Wildgoose was pondering the strange quastion, four or five
other ruffians rushed in, tied him and Tugwell, and took them to a large
ship which set sail as soon as they were aboard.”: The vessel was bound for
'N'orth-;\naricu'; ut the caﬁtﬁin','who had arranged the kidnapping bacause he
believed that Wildgoose was flirting with an aldernan'a wife, gondescanded,
after & wild ;tﬁm had drivon them off course, to.put the pair out on the
coast of 'Haln-

Gﬁorfr'j delightedly told Tugwell that he was a second St. Paul on
a miseionary jowrnsy to the land of Canaans. They found thelr way to Cardiff,
whore Howsll) Harris, another of Whitefleld's disciples, was conducting a
revivale Thankful to see a Yslliw laborer, Howsll hired the town hall and
assembled four hundred persons to hear Wildgooses When the Spiritual
Quixote. Mtook ocomsion, without judge or jury, to arralgn and gondemm the
‘whole race of mankind,"’> gome irreverent pranksters turned loose a fox -
in the meeting and set a number of dogs a'fl't.ar.. it. *“The fox-hunters, how~
ﬁor, were tired before the preacher, who hﬁmnguod for above an hoxn'."fr""
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That night Wildgoose was forced to sleep in the stable 'and was
mortified when the cook, a plump lass accustomed to sharing the hostlerts
bed, was discovered by a waiter to be in the process of preparing to get
into bed with the preacher. The shastely indignant wman decided that the
only prident thing to do would be to lsave at daybreak befors the story
spreads Harris went with them as far as Newport in order to introduce’
them to the parson there, who he thought was in sympathy with Methodimm,
On the contrary, thsy found him to be irates

My own people, who are very well disposed, and who were-

before entirely satisfied with my plain doctrine, now,

forsooth, give out, that I do not preach the CGospel, .

because 1 do not always harp upon the same string, of

the new birth, faith without works, and the like. They

also expsct me to have private meetings two or three

nights in the wesk, and compliment them with privute

expogitions of Scripture, extempore prayer, psalm=-

singing, snd what not} thou;h I really believe, if I

were to give them the very same sermons in a private-

room, lighted up with gandles like a play-~house, the

very novelty of the thing would content them tor a 55

while, as well a= the best of yowr itinerant preachearse

Near Monmouth the pair engountered the most versatile and the
poorest Anglican vicar of 'tha'tour-' nHiis eyes, his hands, and his taet.
ovory linb of his hody, and mry faoult.y of his aoul ‘were fully emplored;
for he was roadingafolio thatlayonthet.abletathe right; waaiuaring
hinlitt.le'boymd, who stoodbylﬁnontheleﬁ: hcwaswckingthe cradlc
with his foot, lnd was par:l.ng ‘!'.m'nnm-"s6 Needlesa to say, he had no tm
or otfm to do noro t.han point then toward their doatinat.ion.

l\'ildgooso's ultinato goal was mntual'ly to get to the poor solliers

of Staffordshire, but he was delayed Ly a variety of cimmstance_s ‘that 1n~

55mvid., pp. 6162

551bid. , i.'u ,6}60



2

cluded being accosted by a highwayman who turned out to be & Haﬁhodist
deacons Near Worcester hs met a man with whom he got into a heated dis-
cusgion on doctrinal matters and was chagrined to discover that the’
stranger was none other than John Wesley. Whitefield's rival advised -
Geoffry that it would be useless for him to try to convert ths colliers,
for he himself had Just been driven out of their territorye” The deter~
mined Hildgooae changed his’ course for Derbyshire, thinking to cnlighf.en
the lead miners, but was diacourased when he was accused in the nining
town of Ashbourn of being & Jesult in dieguises His geal further cooled
by an almost interminable visit with a worldly lord and iaciy, wildgaoa'e
decided to go instead to Haz-wick 1n order to preaoh against -horse ra.oing.

'rhe c¢hoice brought. about t.ha end of his career} tor, imrudeutly
getting up in the niddlo of a fast race in order to vreach, he became
the target of a wine glass thrown by an enraged spectators The shattered
glass cut a vital artery in’ his head, and fpr a time it was feared that
he would not survive. He had t.ha"godd fortuns, liwevor, to be taken in
by Dre Grenville, a clergyman who

ru]J.y was what Mr. Wesley and his associates ought to

have been, and what, I [Oraves] sincerely believe, they

‘at first Intendsd t.o be. He revived the practice of -

primitive piety in his owm person, and his own parish}

and, bty his example, and admonitions, excited mamy of:

the neighboring clergy to be more vigilant in the dis-

charge of their duty. He had a faith which worked by . .

loves or, in modern language, his bslief of the truths

of the Gospel made him conaider as an indispensable

duty those acts of benef ﬁeme which his humanity
prompted him to performe:

The blow on the hesad brought- Hilggoasa to his sansu as it healed,
and "the mist vas dispslled from his minds®® He admitted to Dre Grenville

5%Ipid. , ppe273-274e
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that he had been wrong to follow "the blind impulse of an over-heated
imagination. « o without any pretenss of a divine commission.™’ As scon
&3 he was able-to travel, he returned home, patched up his dif_ferenceq
with Hre Powell, and married a wife little inclined toward sncouraging any
further theological rambles.

In contrast to these pieamsque ‘talss, Goldamith'a The Yicar __:
M_;l_.g gives one of the xost 1dyllic piotms of a count.ry parson to
be found anywhere in English literature. Tha very firat‘. sentence in the
first chapter proclaius Dr. Primrose to be an honest man. He loved his
wife and eix ohildren tendorly, 1ived in an "elegant. house, situated in a
fine gountry, and a good mighborhood "60 had no triala or tribulations to
invads his fireside, and spent his days in ™moral or rural amusenents," nbl
He considered himself an avid student of huxan nature, and early discoversd
that any uwelcoms gusst Qould be tacthﬁ.‘l& disposed of by lending him an
artiocls of small value which the visitor invariah]y never cams btck to
return. -The onJ.y thing in life. which ocmiomny vexed him was the
Squire's falling uleep in “the mst pathetic parte” of hia uemon-éz .The
entire Prhroae fauily was aptly ducribed by tha viaar as being Nequally
gensrous, credulous, sizple, and inof fensive .43

Dre Primrosets hrlng Ibrought only thivrty-ﬁv_o pounds yearly but,
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baving a private income of his own, he used his salary to assist widows
and orphans in the diocese. Has kept no cura-to., was intimately associated
with every man in his parish, and was a strong advoscate of matrimony and.
striot -onﬁgaw. The latter fact almost caused a arisis when he discov-
ered that Mr, Hi]mt; s miahber_:}ng clergyman whose daughter was engaged
to George Pr:l.mu, was courting his fourth wifes What sctually ended the’
Wilmot-Primrose cngageunt; hmvor; was the sudden revelation that the .
viocar!s money-keeper had absconded ﬁﬁh his entire fortunse -

Not greatly distressed by the poverty which had suddenly come -
upon him, the vicar accepted a oure of fifteen pounds per year and a
twanty-acre farm in a distant rural area.: In a manner &uito different
from that of his ninestesnth sentury suscessors, Dre Primrose was not the
least flattered by the sttentions of his wealthy landlord to hie daughters.
Nor was he pleased when Sophis and Olivia seemed inclined to accept Mre
Thornhill's advances, but.‘ho' took ‘no daciaiﬁ measures other than that of
acoidentally-on~purposs upso.t?.ing a cosmetic goncoction which the girls
m brewing for a facial. His objections to Mr. Thornhill were tmi'old--‘
he was a "freethinker,” and he kept a chaplain who disturbed the gountry~
side by shooting blackbirds.

Littls by little Dre Primrose's family leatures on Memperance,
uinzpl.‘lcity, and contentment™ were more and nore dimgarded- Hia daughters
deternined to clisb higher in the social uorld by spending a ssason in
london. - Moses, normally a responsible youth, was duped into exchanging
,_tho familyts colt for some worthless eye-ghéau, although he had been in-
structed to mclnn;a the eolt for a horse that would make the girls feel -
more faahiombla. Dr. Primrose, tnldng advantage of tho calanity. af.-
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temptpd- "o improve their good-ssnse in proportion as they were frus-
trated in ambition,nSk
In soié things, the good vicar himself was inclined to deviate

from the high standards that he had erected. On ¢ne occasion he felt -
that his famtly had been rude to a friend in the commmity, but he,si=:
Jenced his conscience with "two or thres specicus _raaaone-"65 . Nor was
he above being victiihiikeh as his son had beens when he tock tlie' one re- )
maining horse to a neighborhood feir to sell it, he was o ﬂattored by
an old man who hailed hin as "the great Primrose, that courageoua RONOK-
anmi stn66 that he sold his animsl tq the g]ib-tongucd scoundrel for a .
wrthlc;s'chack-- Dre Primrose also forgot .. 'hia own injunctions egainst
strife, juxping to false conclusions stout his friend Mre Burchell, and
succumbed to’ "runinating upon schemes of nngemce"m aga:lnst that man
for supposedly blocking his dnughtqra’ entrance into sooiety. Even more
alarming, the vicar _re}ented'in his opposition to t.he. suave Mr, 'R:orn!ﬂ]l,
tlinded to his imperfections by the hope of having eo important-a son-in-
lawe. His vanity grew by leaps and bounds until he act.us.ﬁ,y. consented to .
have :; huge mural painted depicting his fanily as historical ﬁeraannges-—-
Mrs. Primrose as Venus, Olivia as an Amagon, Sophis &s a ahephardoua;
himself as & great scholar, and Mr. Thornhill as Alexgnder the Greats

_ Notwithstanding such an obvious hint of his antioipated union
with the family, Mr. Thornhill seemad hesitant in declaring his matri= .-
wonial intentions. ' The vicar, despite his lofty principlee regarding
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marriage, determined that Olivia should marry a local farmer who was
Mnt, sincere, and loyal. That his daughter did not love the man the
father considered irrelevant. Four days bafore the wedding was to ocour,
however, Olivia eloped. Assuming the vﬂ.hin to be Mre Burchell, the
vicar cursed and called for his pistolss on second thought he calmed down
enough to search for her armed with his Bible inst.eads

After walking aom;‘seﬁnty miles the poor man fell ill of a fever
during which ha came to the prosaic conclusion that

Man 1ittle ¥nows what calsmities are beyond his patience

1o bear tlll he trieg them} as in ascending the heights

of ambition which look bright from below, every step we

rise shows us some new and glocmy prospect of hidden dis-

appointment} so0 in our descent from the summits of plsasure,

though the vale of misery below may appear at first dark .

and gloow, yot the busy mind, still attentive teo its own ~

amusement, finds as we descend something to flatter and to

plem. Still as we approach, the darkest objects appear

riggton. and the mental eye adapts to its gloomy ait.u-

at.ion.

» Primross became more of a wooden character as the novel pro-
gresnd. nouthin; opin:lona on Dryden, Ot.way, Rowe, Fletcher, Jonson, Shakew
qnm, congrevo, and l?a.rquhar for one ant.ire chapter and ranting at. dength
about "Glor:lons libortyl" in anothor- m thanght of Olivia seemed forgot.-
ten, but ‘on hie homeward Joumey he 4id oncount.ar his leng-lost eldest son
‘and offcctod a reunion between him and Hi.ss Wilmot, Fiml.ly, wit.hin twenty
uilss of home » he diuemnd ‘that his daughter had been abandonad by Mr.
Thornhill, her real seduccr, to whom aho had evident].y been 11legally mar-
ried by a "Popish prioat." ‘The vicar was prepared even for this calamity,
md aaaured her that- "wisdom makes but & slow defense against trouble,

.umughv. at hst a surs om."69

. oy Do 135,
69&1!;.' ps 180,
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‘l‘ho balange of miafortuns which had in his early life welghed
nolightlynmcminabmdanceo Noaoomrdidhomchhomthan '
that dwelling burst into fleme and wes coapletely destroyede Undaunted,
the vicnr '_pmolainsd that if they would live harmoniocusly, they might
yot be contented. Then word arrived that Mrs Thornhill's next victim
vas to be Miss Wilmot. Dre Primrose's decision to opposs the match on
the grounds that Olivia was Thornhillve rightful wife vas followed by -
the appearance of-.t.hst. man himaelt 1n or&? to 1nfpm the vicar that.
be was taking izmediate steps to obtain, by‘ovi_.ct:lon_if negessary, tho
annual rent. N

The next day, penniless, Dre Primrose found himself in debtor's -
prison. Unable to obtain living quartere for his fani]y, he petitioned
the jaller to allow his young sons t§ live with him in the prisons Far
from being dopr.cgced' by his latest misfortuns, he immediately set about
reclaiming the souls of the other prisoners, who included the very man
whohadwindlod him of his horse. Hie lengthy cermons deslt more with
prison reform than with spiritual reformation, howevers

" Hews naxt came that Olivia, who had been in failing health since
being deserted by Mr. Thornhill, had dieds Immediately the vicar in an
Mtum frengy orisd "Heaven be praised, there is no pride left in me
nowy"'C and proceeded to sead word to his landlord withdrmeing ell op-
position to tho marriage to Miss Wilmot, But & happy monbilht;lq_a waa
not in sight. Mr. Thomt}ili replied that he would not release Dps Prim-
rose from prison, andl(m;. Primeoawivodiné.mwttonport that
Sophia had been kidnaypod by ruffisas. This came cloper than '-az;y previ~
ous troubls to distressing m, but still the vicer rejolced that "the

T0%u1d., pe 233
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sum of my miseries is made up; nor is it in the power of any thing on
earth 10 give me amthor pang. 71 As the words loft hie mouth there
was a chnking of rcttors, and Goorge, who had gone to avenge hia sis~
tor'a honor, ?taa thrown, injured and bloody, into his father's cull.
This time the vicar's response was, "I am now ralsed above this world
and aJL'I. the pleasizru it can prt;duce. Froa this moment I brcak frcm _
Iy hurt. all the ties that held it down to ea.rt.h and will [prepare to
£it us both for otorn:i.ty."?. He then summoned his fellow prisoners
and delivorod what he thou;ht was his doathbed _sermon, dachrinc that
#Providence has kiven the wratched two advantages over the hapw in .
this lifs: maﬁr felicity in dying, and in Heaven all that superlor-
ity of plaasure which arises tron :cpx"tt.ra-gt{ec_! onjoymuz.n'?B | |

~ Instead of floating heaverward on clouds of martyred plety,
hcwevor, t.he vicar had more aetoundin; revelations in store for hin. )
First, Mre. Burohell arrived with Sophia, whom he had rescued from her
captors.. George 1na_t.cnt1y reoo;niped_hin as S8ir William ‘mornh_ill,
benevolent uncle of the vicarts landlord, who had chosen for undisclosed
reasons to disguise his rank and who, after receiving Sophia’s pledge
of truth with her father's blessing, ordered his nephew to be imprisened.
Next Miss Wilmot enterod the jaile<her appearance, Cpldemith informs the
mdar, wag "quite aocidental”-cried “good Heavens! how vsry nsar have
I been to the brink of rulnt™® and was reunited with her trus lover.

Tvid., pe 236¢
721bid., pp. 241-242.
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Next on the scens was Olivia, formerly presumed dead, who had actually
‘been under the care of the horss swindler. That reformed individual pro-
ciah_cd that Olivia's marriege was not {1legsl gnd that she was therefors
an honest woman, fres to retura to her wayward husband.

The idyllic vision closed with the vicar, once more & free man,
officisting at the multiple weddings of the oddly assorted couples. Never
at a loss for \}orqa. Drs Primu, whom Goldemith allowed to narrate the
entire procesdings, said, "I had nothing now on this side of the grave to
wieh fory all My cares were overi my pleasure was unsponkablaf - It now
enly remained that my grag.itudo in good fortune sbonld exseed my former
sutaiesion in adversity.n?>

One presumes that he lived happily ever afters’

Two other eighteenth-century contrasting portrﬁtd are pertinent,
aXthough tboy appear in poot.ry reather than in novelst Goldmith'a preach~
er in "Tho Dasorted Village® md George Crabbo'a pr:loat in "The ?inage "

As might be expeoted, the parson of "The Deserted Village® was
the spitoms of goodmeso Content with his humble mtion in life, ever-
ready to woloom t.hc wayward and nesdy at his ﬂroeido, "Ho watch'd and
wept, he mva and felt, for au.n"" When be entered the pulpit, rtruth
from his J.ipo prov:il'd with doubls eway™ bacause of his ueoknoaa and un~
affected grace, MAnd fools who came to scoff, remaintd to pray. w77

Crabbe®s treatmsnt of the village priest is significant ss en

7 o PPe 28‘}-233.

78Go1dsmith, "The Deserted Village™ in Thoe Pooms of Oliver Gold-
saith, M (New Yorks. Ae Lo Burt Company, nede » Do 135. _
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attempt to picture the clergyman realistically. "The vmago" depicted
s shepherd of a different stock® S who grudgingly perforned those Sab-
bath duties which be could not poaa:ll:l; avoid and spent the rest of his
weelt in hunting, fnatin;, and playing whist. Uafitted for comforting
his flock in time of trouble,

Shall he sit sadly by the sick man's bed,

To cosbat foare that, aven the stous fealtl).
The question was one which was to phguo. tl;o conacienno of many a nine-

teonth-century parson finding himself in a similar frames of mind.

72eorge Crabbe, "he Village® in The Postical Works of George
Grabbe, Ae Jo and Re Mo carlylo, editors (lendon and New Yorks Humphrey
l{ilford, nodn). pe 380

791bid.



CHAPTER TWO

" PARISH LIFE

Among the earliest nineteenth century novelists to turn their
attention to the clerical ecens as fitting subject matter for fiction wers
John Galt and George Eliot. Although separated by nt;re than thirt.y years,
their works are similar in that both chose to ngit themselves to an es-
sentially secular spproach to the clergyman's 1ife es it related to the
small sphere of his pariehs Surprisingly enough, these two writers stood
along inSgiving their attention to clerical details Other authors of come
mnity éhroﬁclea; 4ncluding even Mary Russell Mitford (Our ¥illage and
Stories .?.I ¥illage !'.!Q Town Jifs) and Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell .(Granford),
-virtuaﬂy hy-pnuod religious aspscte of the parish in their seal to record
the apparently more interesting activities of the town's barber, apothecary,
and rat-oatcher.

Galt; a Scotsman, described parish life in the Church of Scotland,
an:ftstitution thet differs markedly from the Church of Eagland.™ Since
the political union of the two countries in 1707, the church of Scotland -
has had ‘no direct comnection with oivil government othsr than the token
,.reoogn:lticn axpressed by the attendance of the king or queen's cmiasioner
at the annus). general asaenblv and the appoint.unt of uvoral presbyterian
‘ministers as.royal chaplainss All matters of doctrine, worship, diaciplim,.
and ecolesiasticsl government are decided solely by the members of the
Church of Scotland itaelf. As the established state church, hmver; it
fﬂla a aontinsntal mnation by uwins as the surviving witness of.an in-
‘depenaent. Scottish nationality.

Wi rron the Ta0E SasorsEd ottt he SRRt ol o e rense 1e
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The only consistent point of contention in the Church of Seot-
lend throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was the quastion
of patronage. The gensral assenbly, lesislative body of the organisa-
tion, was controlled in the 1800%s by mder_ataa"vl’p’ {afored 'mti'ongga
as it was practiced in Buglande In 1743 i#eéhaeioni&. body opposed
to patronsge broke sway and organised tho Reformed Preshytery. The con-
troversy continued to rage for ancther hundred years; in 1843 Thomas
Chalmers led & "Disruption® which brought into existence the Free Ghurch
of Scotland, "free of state control, fres of petronage, and seslously .
evangelical.®? Graduslly, emall groups that had socesdod from the main
otrean of prestyterianism rellied to the Fres Church of Scotlands and it
has continued to be the leading prestyterisn body since Scottish patrone
sge vas formally abolished in 187he

Galt®e Agngle of the Parich was written in 1813 but did not ap-
pear in print until 1821, when it was serialized in Blackwood's Edin~
burgh Magesine. - His avowed purpose was "0 writs a book that would be
for Scotland what the Vicar of Wakefield 1 for England,” but he added
that, unliks Goldamdth,'he did not intend to répresent the "besu-ideal
of a mral:putor;"' Honry Mackensle, writing in the May 1621 issus of
Blaglorood®, compared the Angals with ite reputed model:

18 :,;""-wuhnﬁ in Engyclopgedis Britemiga, 1960 edition, vol.
» Po A%

3Joha Galt, "Illustrations, Anecdotes, and Critical Remarke® marka® ap-
mmdwmznmnMnmmmm

Ministry of the Rov. Micah Balwhidder wrikien My n:mu%
gdited by John Galt (London & Torontos - Je Me Dent & Sons, u.d., 1926),
Ps 289, quoting Galt in Jiterarv Jifs, vol. 1, pps 152-160
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Like the Vicapr of Wakefield, Mr. Micah Balwhidder
is the historian of his own fireside, and the various .
vicissitudes of their [sic] fortune, Of these there are
not, like those of Dr. Primrose, incidents to surpriee ..
or to interest, by their uncommon or romantic nature,
in which respect the Vicar of Wakefield has perhaps gone
somevhat beyond the limits of the probability even of
fiction. The simple and almwost uniform journal of Mr.
Balwhidder is so little extraordinary, ge to claim from
us . somevhat of & belief in its reality.

A less known but equally enthusisstic critic wrote in the Inverness

Courier for May 10 of the same yeart

. If there be one heartless and brainless mortal in
the circle of Englieh readers, who does not remsmber Par—
son_Abraham Adams, and Dre. Primrose, Vicar of Wakefield,
as the beloved of his youth, let him -not take up the Parigh
Annals—he can never becoms acquainted with the Rev. Micah
Balwbidder, . fdoctor as he was sometimss called, though not
of that degreets « « . Micah has . not, to be sure, the
learning or mental vigour of Parson Adams, nor the tender
ness and delicacy of *the husband of one wife;' the Vicare-
stil]l he is worthy in virtue of their common good-hearted
and pastoral affections, to take his place by thelr side
and he is_the first presbyter {sic] who has been thus
honoured.”

Galt's work takes ths form of the :_early remonbrances of Mr. Bal~
whidder from 1750 to 1810, ostensibly complled at the close of the parson's
fifty-one~year tenure as minister qt the kirk at Dalmﬂ.i.u; in Ayrshire
on the Scottish coast. There had been great opposition whcn.;_ fresh from
the University of sdmmgh,ur. Balwhidder had been placed in Dalmailing
l_:_y a van_.thy_ ;_mtr_pn; tho A_yrahiro Scota chmctariaticnlly, opp;wed g bird
out the nest of patron.g‘o.né_' In fact, when he had arrived to preach his

bibig., pe 294, quoting Mackensie.

5Ibid. éuotling "Mrs.' Johnstone, author of Qak Am. , Eligabeth
Bruce, and pth;r well-known and able uo;'ku," PP« 296-297._ . e

6snoals of the Parish, pe 7
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first sermon, he had found the door locked and barred and had, with his
aongx-ogat.iop,- }u_nen obliged to cJ.-Lnbin through an open vindow-m action
which prompted Iis opponsnts to quote gl«:uny, Merily, verily, I say
wto you, he that ‘entereth not by the door into the sheep:&ld, but
climbsth up ‘soms other waw-, the Bane 1s a thief and & robber.ﬂ? But by
"works or Peacemalcing and uharity" the new paraon zradnal‘ly cMcod
his" congrogat.ion Athat "preaching is the mllut porticn of tho dntioa
of a faithful ninilterﬂa and 80 won then over; - Throughout _hinﬁt'o:mre,
the main. t.hcu of hirsemona was alxm passivo: " "Heflect ox; this; ny
young rricm!a, md knm, that tho ‘best pa.rt. of a Christiants duty in
this wordd of mush cr.ll is to thole and suffer with’ resignation, as
lang as it is po_eai_l)lo ‘for human nat.m to do.l?

_The first year of Mr. Balwhidder's ministry was maried by his
marriage to his cousin B_atty Ianshm,with whon he had been brought up
by their grandwother. The union was "mro out of a compassionate habit-
ual affection; than the pa.asion of love. " ~The first real corisis of
hia clerical career cams soon thersafter -1n the form of tea smuggling.
'The minister -pruohed, against tea pi.rtieg for s timej but by 1762;" de-
61&1::3 that tea drinking was & great &pﬁﬁunﬁ over "d'econt‘ ladies
coming home with red faces, ‘toey and gosh, from poueténking.'u he .
allowed his wife to begin serving the beverage in the manse.

The great ocalamity of 1763 -wau- the burning of the lintmill at

TIbidi, Be 6o
Bm., Pe 20
vy p. 3.
mn;a.,-p. 9
Dipide, pe 176
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harvest time.. Nrs. Ba}nhiddcr lost her entire crop, and the resulting
"vexation® caused her to pine sway and die ‘on chriatnal; -days . For a time
her grieving husband béoixpiég 'himself by c'.enpoain‘g- a"ien;thy poem for
her tombstons; when that had besn done to his satisfaction, be felt ine
spired to tackls "an orthodox poem, like Parsdise Lost, by John mton;
wherein I proposed to treat more at large of Original 84in, and the great
mto& of Rodenption-“u. Mentioning the project to one of the church
elders, h'owonr", he was advised go_ﬁutfthe effort off indefinitely and
look instesd for & second Mrs. Balwhidder to manage his bouseﬁold. : The
point was driven home when one of hia‘serv'ant_s fgot, heraellt_'wi_thj_ba;i:n"
ﬁ_md he was agoused of having "a finger in the.ﬁio-"? As soon as a year
and a day had ptasod;'theufora; he married Miss nv-x;bbock; the daugh-
ter of a pronimnt chesssmaker,

With housshold gares removed, the minister was _aga_dn_ able to turn
his attention to his parishs ‘Thanks to his tactful requests to the veaithy
lord ,Eaglosh&n; Dalmailing aoi;uiro'd-a new roads and thanks to his heart-
felt ssrmons fon the helplessness 61’- them that have no help of man, mean-
ing aged single mn; -living in garrat-rom,"]""’t}u dying days of the
local echoom:stru.a were not spent in selitary poverty. 'Nr. Balwhidderts
‘ghief displeasure with the teacherts auoeossor; a yomg lady from (B.ugow,
was her influence on Dalmailing fashionsi

I could date from ths very Sabbath of her first appearance in

the kirk, a changs growing in the garb of the younger lassies
who fron'thnt. day began to lay aside the silken plajdie over ’

n;h‘lgg y Do 230
i, pe 24
‘uIbidi. p-o 360
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the head, the which had been the pride and bravery of their

Simrla, they hided thetr hasds in rewni-cred pesoccep mibsnes

;::;c;f é;\ll:;‘i:g.ﬁtm, aad other .onriom contrivances of

‘The year 1772 merited only iwo eutries in the Annsle, but they are
reprosentative of the equal attention Mr. Balwhidder obaracteristically
gave to both serious saad routine matterse. DBecause of. a tooth extraction
the minister bad been mbﬂn to perform his Sabbath duties and was obliged
to call upon the services of ¥r. Heakletext, a young clergyman "thirsting
to show his 1ight to the world™S yhen he rose to preach, however, a
Mdonsie lassie®” 1n the consregation vwas selzed with hysterical crying that
proved fatal, It later turned out that Mri Heckletext, although he in-
dignantly denied it, was the fat.he; of the mborn child who had perished
with hors Before he could be brought to trial, be married his bousskesp-
er, who withix_x_thma _um_xths of thelr weddin.g msamec!_hixg-viﬁh,g 80De
"l‘_ha' new father laid aside his clerical aspix_-atim.;nd openad scmél
in Bdinburghe Aftepwards, Mr. Belxbidder was advised by the sldars
ﬁmrtoanwmpmachermmmtinwpﬂpit, ‘unlegs I knew scue-
‘thing of e moral characters¥ !

The second event gonsidered worth recording was the successful
"Cassarean operation® performsd by the achoolmistresa in order to remove
"'ga',nmr beans as £1)1ed a mutchkin utoﬁp"w from thesstomach of a pet
duck which had aluost fatally gorged:itpelf on a quantity of spilled beans

J?SM;\, p» 40
,“'&‘12» Pe 5o
17&11., Pe 526
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. in the parson’s stable.

The year 1773 brought a meeting between Mr. Balwhidder and the
only Church of-England dignitary with whom he ever ulna- in contact. lord

Eaglesham had as his guest

& lsrge, round-faced man, with a wig, that was a dignitary
in some great Episcopalian church in london, who was ex-
traordinery condsscending towards ms, wins with me
at the table, and saylng weighty sent-ences, in a fins style
of language, *about the becoming gracs of simplioity and ine
nocence of hemrt, in ths clergy of all denominations of
Christians, which I was pleased to hear, for really he had -
a proud red countenancs, and I could not have thought he was
‘80 mortified to hunility within, had I not heard with what
sincerity he delivered himself, and seen how much reverence
and attention was paid to him by a1l present, particularly
by my lordts chaplain, who was & pious and pleasant young
d:tvim, Bough odmat&d at mmm the Episcopalian per~
suasion.

It was a sign of his axcellent toleration that Mre Belwhidder could
usually £ind something good to say about most rcligioua permions- Soms
twent.y yam after nnking t.ha ucqmintanoa of the dean, be. atteadad the
metinsa of & ccupany of t.ravahng Quakers in order Mo keop the people in
am; fop vo foarod the strangers night be jeered and maultad."z') Ho m
mmc by thelr hsbit. of sitt.ing in lnng ailenoaa but plomé I:w t.heir
Nvary sensible oxpusition of chriatianity. I was msuy aurpriaad t.o hur
such sound doctrinaz and ¥r. Dosenda.lo naid, Juatly, that 1t wes ZOre t.e
the purpou than some that my younger hret.hren fraa Ed:lnburgh ondoavored to

toushen
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Even Mr. Balwhidder's generous naturs, however, did not extend to
Boman Catholiciem. When an Irish priest named O'Grady tried to e'atehmn
the Mass, "with-all its mumweries and aboninationa,ﬂ among tho Jaborers
at the cotton mill, Mr. Balwhidder, indignant that the pr:lsst. had had
"the ixpudence to set up that momento of Satan, the grucifixw in his parigh,
convened the seseion and urgsd immediate astion to drive the man —y The'.
olders, prudently cbserving that -"the days .o"f religious p'alrgogu_t.ioz_; wore
past® and that it was "a comfort to‘-aea mankind cherishing any sense of
_i'éligion at al'l., after that vehement infidelity that had Beenﬁ_ent, abroad
by the French Repnblioana;" counselled him to wait. The advice proved
wisae As there ware. only five catholica in ths parish, Fat.her O'Gradr
soon "packed up his Virgin Hnryn,;_gaim;s,_. and painted Agn_osa_g :ln g porte
::antoau; and went off in the Ayr fly one.tlmnﬂ.ng for (ﬂ.a,sgw," ﬁem he
oot with 211 the enooura.gonsnt that night be expeeted froz the ignorant
and ldolatrous inhabitants of that great e:lty."ez

The Dalmalling session might adopt a walt-and-see sttitude re-
garding _I’opoxy; ‘but its members rose up in arms over the Pinterlopert.
who later entered the parish preachiag "he flagrant heresy of Universal
_Redemption;ﬁ a most, consolatory dostrine to the sianer that is loth to :we-
pent, and who loves to troll his iniquity i:ike a sweet morsel under his
tongues "23" « Balwhidder failed to becm exr.ited about such Mkittle

drudities-of- polemical investigation,” and the scare passsds.

P
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During his entire ministry, ¥re Balwhidder hardly left his parishe
"I was but 1ittle sought for st sacraments, snd fasts, and solemn days,
which was doubtless well ordained; for I had no motive to seei fams in
foreign pulpitn"as The one exception mwﬁe;r; in 1779,‘ ho was invited |
£0 preach at the General Assenbly in Edinburghe Unrort.umt-alw, the good
mma-mmmmmmmmthsnmnus~
appliad-"lﬂmu:ou, thm, ehould thy eomrxt. be a burden to the King?®
They tock it to refer to the newly appointed commissionsr of King Gooz-ga I1l.
Afterwards Lord Eaglesham told him that he bad Ngone beyond M-bom of
modern mideration,? and the discomfited minister Mongsd for the privacy®
of his wn!ar:w putm.w?‘h

| A problan which msc pericdically wae the selsction of guest

clergrmen for spacial church dayse In 1785, three men were m—.tm. Moo
Keokio of loupinton, - 'h.nonnd premher. and & great u:pomdor of tha kittle
part.u of the Old Tautmnt, hin;am“nnmdinmﬂobmmd
otym]ngiu."mchounbecamheappadodto nhaoldmﬂlthatdo- _
ughtod t0 search the scripbw.ﬂ “The gecond opuim-, Mre 59:-0» of
Annbok,m nammmmmawu.buorwowﬂ,ummmm
dacked “that eommsot ntbnd uhich is needful to.,thonforning of doctrine.®
k{1 contmt with him vas Mr. Walkle of eannry, Ya quiot hmr out of the
imga of holimu in the h.m.-?? With such s var.lnt:r m-. Baluhidder
thought overyons should be pleased} he was shockdbqond apeoohuhena
loading aitisen declared thet "ire Keslde of loupdnton, end Mre Spross of

o
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Annock, and Mrs Walkls of Gowanry, and all such trash, may go to =e=-
and be smemeagt®

Ever since entering the parish, Mr. Balwhidder had conseientiously
endeavored not to be a financiel burden to his flogks By 1786, however,
thamomlitoul‘ly fmingt.opieces around himj he was forced to |
submit a rcquiu:ltion for revairs. When a fow sstimates showsd that it
would be chesper in the long run to build & new manse than to renovate
the old one, many membors of the oongregation objeocted, calling the pas-
tor an Mavaricious Jw"” and rerusing to attend sarvicess Notwithstand-
ing the opposition, the new manse was completed the following years but
there wors secret. nJOicinka ﬁwnh tho danpueks'of the newly-plastered
house caused Mre Balatiidder to have "a severe attack of the rhowmticsst’

The minister was & mmintonﬂv good 1nrlmt'ico.upon the young
people of the commmity, and with his assistance several of them dls-
tinguished themselvess One such youth wes Willias Malcols, who had
gons away £0 an unnawed theological school and who, upon his return,
entared the Dnlmﬂing pulpit to preach his first sermone HKre Baluh:lddor
thought the hdhadgmt pote:rbialwithane drowbacks "His sermon ase
suwadly wus wal‘l. pnt togsther, and tbeu was nothing to_object-to in his
doctrines butﬂmoldorlymophthcughthielw rather to0 Engli-
ﬁsd,ldiich!thou;htlikawiaos mzmveruouuuhidetmm;ﬂnn
suld Kirk of Scotland, with her sober mabytomn si.llpllcity, should .
borrow, either in order or in deed, from the language of the prelatis

10de, pe Fhe
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hlerarcy of Baghend:® . Wiile the minister vas pleased Later wher
m&leohnomhhawl\m ormral ogsays othiumconpoaition,
he could not roframrm cmwtingthatthemhaked"mhat of
that birr and smeddux that is the julce and flavour of booka of that
sort.
The closing decado'or the oight.oent.l; century brought with it

nmsion in politics md pl'd.).osoptu-’, aub.jecta which Mr. Balwhidder

truted bran.'l;r despite tha divided opinions of his parichionerss

; Asform,nvdutyintheaecimmtmcumphin'
'andainph The Christian religion was attaumpted to be
brought into disreputej the rising genarstion were taught
to gibs at its holiest ordinancest and the kirk was more
frequanted as a place to while away the time on a rainy
Sunday, than for any insight of the admonitions and reve-
lations in the sasred books Knowing this, I percesived
that it wonld be o6f no effect to handle much of the mym-
teries of the faithi but as thers was at the time & bruit
and & sound about universal bensvolence, philanthropy,
utility, and all the other disguises with which an inridcl
philosophy appropriated to ltgelf the charity, brotherly
love, and welldoing ineulcated by our holy reiigion I sot
myself to task upon thess heads, snd thought it no robbery
to use a little of the atratagen enployed against Christts

kingdom, to promote the interests thereof in the hearta md

understandings of those whose sars would have been

agsinst me, had I attempted to expound higher ‘things

In 1796 the second Mrse Balvhidder died snd was lald to rest bee
side the firstj by this time the husband had “drained his posticsl vein®
and was content t0 let the same epitaph éam’ for bothe With the eye of
one mcustmd to tho ‘nsoessity pﬂuntad hy hic state of affairs, the -

widoner took for his third wife Mirg. Kugcnt, ths relic of a profsssor
in the wiversity of msm.t;—&?'
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The Irish rebellion of 1798 brought hoards of refugees to Ayre
shire and would have created an scoaomic crisis there 1 Mr. Caysane,
vhoae opd.ntonu of the guest ministars had beea loss than conplimntary,
ot -uppliad the newcomors with money, lodging, and enplnymnt. Bucanaa
of this gensrosity, Mrs Balwhidder was inolined to have a higher opinion
of the orutapokcn'm.- #glthough he had still a very imperfsct sense of
i-ol:i.g'ioﬁ. which I attributed to his being born in America, whors svea as
yot, I an told, they have but a scanty sprinkling of me.'”

It was !(ro Balwhidder?s paraonsl convistion that tths French busi-
nesa was bub & fewr that- jiould pass off") btut when !!a.pnleon thrut-ened
invasion of England, tho sinister ™wes not backward in souwading tho trunpat
to batthﬂ" He preached a fiery sermon that resulted in the formwation
of a volmtcry ‘local nﬂitia. with himself as chaplain, dedicated to re-
pulaina Jagobins end all other threats to.his flock.

¥hile the Dnlmdlinsclerymmsrounsounr. Ayrshirc,
cause of e@amnns economio facmtd.ea, grew mors populouss Various Fasc-
tarians," dissatisfied with the pspol as ﬁr- Ba]ahiddar preached it, b-gm
tmilding 'y kix-k ot thoir om mﬁ ”gatt.ing a ni.nister that would give them
tha goml more to thair own ignorant fmiu-'l’ ¥rs Balwhidder was in-
dignant at this Rovert ast of insubordination® and preached an ill-timed
Borvon on the “growth of new~fangled dogtrinese” fThe truth of the matter,.
however be might try to ignore it, was was that he had outssrved his useful-
nasa. On the day that the new ncb:lnghouao was opaned, the Dal=atling
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¢irk was virtually empty. The elders, wishing to be taotm, auggoated.
Lo the aged minister that with winter coming it would be to his advantage
to aJJ.ow moat. of. t.ha parish duties to fall upon the shouldera of a young
assistants For a time Mre Balwhidder refused, "for I felt no falling off
in my poubru of preaching; on the gontrary, I found myself growing better
at it, as I was enabled to hold férbh; in an easy manner, often a whole
half hour longer, than I could do & dogen years befores% 4t lsst, how=
ever, he gave in. All of Ayr, including those who had seceded from his
parish, sttended his finsl sermon in order to pay tribute to his unselfish
1ife of service. Moved by the trilbute, the minister salds

Such a thing would have been a prodigy at the beginning of my

ministry; but the progress of book«learning and education has-

been wonderful since, and with it has come & spirit of greater

1iberality than the world knew before, bringing men of adverse

principles and dootrines into a more humane comsunion with

each other; showing that itte by the mollifying influsnce of

knowledge the time will come to pass, when ths tiger of papistry

shall lie down with the lasb of mfomtion, and the vultures

of prelacy be as harmless as the presbyterian dovesa; when the

independent, the anabaptist, and every other order and denomi-

Aation of Christians, not forgetting even those poor wee wrens

of the lerd, the burghers and anti-burghcrs, who will pick from

the hand of patronags, and dread no snare.

The good 0ld man discovared that he was too deaf to hear the sermons
of the new minister from his seat in the congregation and so did not attend

services after his resignation. He continued te christen and to marry those
who desired him to do so, but he ruefully admitted that he must soon give
up even those dutiess "Mrs. Balwhidder is now and then obliged to stop me
in wy prayers, as I sometimes wander--pronouncing the baptismal blessing
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upon & bride and bridegroom, talking as if they were already pamat-f!ﬁo
As the annals drew to a elos'e, the final entry expressed Mr. Bala;rhidder's
hope of going to the new pasture whare he would meet the long-departed
‘sheep of his flock and be reunited with his wivese-

1ass inolusive in terms of years and mictr was George Eliot's
Scenes of Clerical Life, her first published fictions It appeared in
1857, but the events of each of the three novelsttes ..th tha collection
are ‘set some tnntrﬁu to thirty ynra ‘before that tina- The order of
the thm-"nu Sad Forttmen of the Rowrond Amos Barton,™ ®Jjanet's Re-
pentance," and "ir. G41f11%s Love Story"--nseds to be reversed in order
to obtain a chronological picture of clericel life Ao the small English
tewnn or-:srnpparten and Milby, scenss of each of the vignettes. In using
& cosmon baokgmuﬁd, Eliot'm.pcving the way for the more slaborate
clerical chronicles of Anthow r;-ouapé, and Mrs. Margaret (liphant.

The Reverend Maynard GL1e11, who precedad the Beverend Auos
Barton at the Shappenm chmh, was "m excellent old gentleman, who
smoked very long pipes and preached very short sermons.™  Por the main
body of "Mr. Gilfil's Love-Story," George Eliot dealt almost entirely
with the vicarts courtship of his wifs, an incident of his youthful days
ae chaplain 4n the manor house of Sir Christopher Cheverel. The details
_Qr his difficulty in winning the hand of his patron's wu'dare irrelevant
't.o a study of hie olsrical functions. From a religlous point of view,
the chiof _vnino in the eou:;bship ﬁamf.ivé is its picture of the dut..téa
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of the young chaplain. He apparently had nothing to do except to read
prayers in the eun:lng after the cuslﬁmry'-gm of cards and to deliver
& Sundsy sermon to the members of the householdo ‘The rest of his time
was free for hunting or for walking in t.ha nrdon with Caterina. It was
obvious that in Sir Christopherts eyes his noat. 1nporbant. duty vas that
of making himself acceptable to the young 51:-1- Raving a private fortune
of .his own, Mr. Gilfil intended to bide his.time until he could succeed
the aged incumbent of neardy Cumbermoor living.

Caterina thought of the chaplain as her spiritual adviser only;
she ardently loved her cousin, upon whom the Cheversl tortune was to be
beatmd.a -The couain, a sickly, effeminate, oelfish rascal, toyed with
her emotions and then died of a *heart palpitation® when he fouqd _hinaolf.
cornered between her and the haughty young woman to whom he was actually
enga.gad. Oat.or:lnl. almat died from the ahock of hie death.: Mr. Gilfil
tonder],r sat by hor bedaido until ghe was out ef dmgor ami t-hcn volun~
teered to take her my rron the Cheverel manor and all her old memories
if she would baconn his.wife; The girl listlessly but gratefully con-
sented; the ‘newlgnda moved immediately to Shepperton, far distant from
former associations. - Within six months, however, Gaterina was desds
"The delicate plant had been too deeply bruised, and in the struggle to
put forth a blossom 1t diedi™2 ' The grief-stricken bridegroom maintained
her room in the vicax;ago as & shrins unvisited by anyone except his house-
keaper vrho, fﬁur times a year, ‘entered to dust the furniture and to see
that the unfinished baby cap and the articles of femlnine apparel were

K2g1ot, mir., Gilﬁ-l'ﬂ 1-0"0-3?-017-" Scenes of Clerice) Life,
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exactly as hie wife had left them.-
Kre Gi1£1) never loved agein. Instead, he manifested s spirit of

genorosity and unselfishness in his parish that caused him to bs admired

despite the fact that Whe did not shine in the more spiritual fuactions -
of his orf‘ice- s » » He had a large heap of 'ehort_ sermons, rather yellow
and worn at the edges, from which he took two every Sunday, securing per~
fect impartiality in the selection by taking them as they camw, without
refersnce to toplcsi and having preached one of these sermons st Shepper—
ton in the morning, he mounted his horse and rode hastily with the other

in his pocket to Rmblq,"m a little country church composed of a few
farm families, and delivered the other.

and being .nn authority on the breeding of cattls and horses.

_____ _ Hr. Gilfil's esrmons, as you may imegine, were not of :

a highly dootrinel, still less of a polemical, cast. They
“perhape did not aoa.rch the conscience very powerfullys s }
but, on the other hand, they made no unressonabls demand on
the Shepperton intellsct--amounting, indeed, to little more
than an expanaion of the consiee theaia, t.hat. thoss who do
wrong will find it the worse for them, and those who do well :
w:lll find it the bdetter for them; the nature of wrong-doing
being eaposed in special sermons sgaingt lying, backwbiting, -
anger, slothfulness, and the likej and we.‘u.-doing bsing in-
terpreted as honesty, truthfulness, charity, industry, and -
other cosmon virtuoz& and having very utt.le to do with desp
.spiritual dootrine.

The vicar was a man of considerable property, owning a large farm

hearing him discussing his stook with other farmers would mot recognise

him as & clsrgyman. Yet his perishioners regarded him with complete trustj
it did not occur to them to question either his theology or his sscular

""Ihid-. PPe 13"”“
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kmwlédge. . Secure in his parish and untroubled by any orisis ia his
eimple ministry, Mre GI1£1) grew to be an old Wgray-haited man who £illed
hia pocket with sugar-plums for the litile childmn, whoso most bitiug
worda were: directed against the evil doing of the rich man, and who, with
all his social pipes and elip-shod talk, never sank below the highest
lovel of his parishionsrs? respecte™

A change came over the Shepperton parish after Mr. Gilfil's death.
The living was :awarded! to "a vicar given';-o bricks and mortar, and there-
by runntng into debt far sway in a-northern county,™® vho paid the Beve
erend Amos Barton aighty pounds ynrly to scm an h:lc cmta. ‘Mre Barton,
forty-yesar-old father of six ohildrnn, had no easy time n!dng ends meet ;
and his 1ife was further complicatod by wrangling within ths chureh. Gone
were the days when the parishioners looked upon their minister es infale
1ibls. Befove Mr. Barton had been at.Shaﬁpérton two years, he was being
eriticised as "a confounded methodistical chap, who must be putting his
finger in every Pio."m bacause he favored hymn singing. The townapaople .
alao'd:loiiked his habit of preaching '_'e#ompore"t s can preachias good
& sermon as need be heard when he writes it downs Bub when he tries to .
preach witout book, he rambles about, and doss n't [sic] stick to his
‘text; and overy now and then he flounders sbout 1iks a shoep as has 'caat '
itself, and can't get on its legs agdn.f'w- Thoss who expressed approval
of the ourate did so with reservationss I think he's a good sort of man,
for all ha's not overburthen'd 1? the upper mry.nw

A o Po 192.
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Part of the trouble aross becauss Mr. Barton was trying to play -
btoth ends against the middles - "He preached Low-Church doctrine,——as
evangelical as anything to be heard in the Independent Chapel; and he . -
made a High=Church assertion of esclesiastical powers and mnct-ionco".so.
His appearance, morecver, was not the kind to command respecte Ha was.
bald and almost toothless, and he had "a knack of hitting on the wrong
thingingarbuwlluinm-"sl
¥re+ Barton had not the gift of perfsct acouracy in
English orthography and syntax, which was unfortunate, as
he was known not to be a Hebrew scholar, and not in the -
least suspscted of being an acocomplished Greciane These:
lapses in a man who had mthmnghthameuamianwa- )
teries of & university education, surprised the young . -
ladies of his parish extremesly: especially the xiaaeu
Parquhar, whom he had once addressed as Dear Madsa
parantly an abbreviation for Madams. The persons i ‘
surprised at the Rev. Amos's deficiencies were his oleri-
cal bre n, who had gone through the mysteries them-
selves.
lhnr in the eongrogauon felt that their minister would lmm boon
better off had he remained in the Independent church where hia fatber was
a deacon} they compared his Anglican career to "a Bals.lan r-ﬂuvﬁ-hom.
whioh anm pmmmny 1ntentiona inadequately fileilled, B
o Hr. Bwbon was certainl; aiucoro in hia devotion to his duties.
Without pay, he served daily as chaplain at the workhouss, "striving if
by this means some edifying matter might find its way into the paupsr
mind and gonscience.t” In this endeavor, as in alwost everything that
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he undertook, -he was a fallures for he had neither the flexible imagina~
tion nor the adroit tongus required to translate the mysteries of the-
faith to his wnlearned listenerss Still, with stolid dstermination, he
preached two sermone thers every Sunday and topped off his Sabbath ex-
ertions with an extempore sermon in a cottage at the other extremity of
h_:la parish. . Afterwards, he usually stopped for a late supper and several
glasses .of brandy with one of his parishioners.

His faulte were middling « « « ¢« It was not in his nature
to be superlative in anything; unless, indeed, he was su-
perlatively middling, the quintessential extragt of medi-
ocrity. If there was any one point on which.he showed an
inclination to bs excessive, it was confidense in his own
shrewdness and ability in practical matters, so that he was’
vory full of plans which were somsthing like his moves in
chess,~—adniradly well cgiculated, -puppesing the state of
the case were otherwlse.

During Mr. Bartonts ninietry the: Tractarian movemant brought an
intellectual current sven to Mildby, the backward, provincm market town
close to Shopﬁerton. The' clorgymen of the surrounding ammt.mido decided
to meat once each month t.o discuss theological and phﬂosophioal qmat:l.one.
and tha. resulting Clerical Heetings- and Book Society had a noticeable ef-
feit upon the Shepperton curates

When he first came to. Shepperton he was simply an svangelical
clergyman, whose Christian expsriences had commenced under the
teaching of the Reve Mre Johns, of Gun Strest Chapel, and had
been consolidated at Canbridge *under the influence of Mre
Simeon.. John Newton and Thomas Scott were his doctrinal ideals;
he would have taken in the ®Chyistian Observert and the “Record,”
if he could have afforded it; his anecdoies were chlefly of the
pious~jocose kind, current in Diesenting circlgg: and he thought
an.Episoopalian Eotablishment unopjectionsble

7Ind:; p.. 69.
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After ten months of discussion he reached the amasing conclusion that
"he held opinjons a little too far-sighted and profound te be crudely
and suddenly mutod to ordinni-}‘-nir'xds.'!ﬂ ‘

A oombination of misfortunss suddenly put an end to any spiritual
progress the minister might have mads. Countess Cgerlaski, a woman of
Questionable background who was the subject of Shepperton gossip, culti~
vated Mrs. Barton's friendship until the two women becams fast friendse
Then one day the countess moved~-bag, baggage, and pampered dog--into the
curate?s homs, giving the excuse that she had been deserted and had no-
whers to go. Winter was coming, money for coal and food was scarce, and
Mrs. Barton was expecting her seventh child; but the family graciously
made room for the uninvited guests The countess sottled down to a life of
leisure, demanding nothing more than breakfast at eloven, a good roast for
dinner, and a daily oup of cresam for her doge She contributed nothing to
the finansial upkeep of the household and showed no signs of intending to
go alsewhere.

Months passed, and the townspeople were beside themselves with
malicious spegulation. - In their minds there could be but one reason for.
the countess? prolonged visit: thers must be a romantic attachment be- -
tween her and the curates Mr. Barton had perhaps innocently fanned the
flames of this gossip long before by frequently accompanying his wife on
vieits to the countess! homes ' At that time he had felt a desirs to rise
into aristocratic life and had, as a result, gone through a period of
treating his parishioners Min a pastoral and parenthetic nmner."sa Now,
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however, he was thoroughly disillusioned by nobility and was as eager as
anyone else for his umwanted visitor to 1e¢v'-¢'|..

The matter was finally brought to a head by the Bartons' gook and
cleaning woman. Having stood the intruder as long as she gould, she fi-
nally told the gountess in no uncertain tem_s,t_-.hat she was bringing the
family to ruin. The gusst, as if a light suddenly had dmwmed, immedistely
packad her bags and departed. But the act.ion had come too late to save t.ho.
health of Mrs. Barton. lhnta:uy and physicﬂly exhanated by tho long or-
deal, she gave birth to a premature ohild and survived it by only 2 few
days.

The only good that came n;o;n her death was the dispelling of gossip
regarding Mr. Bartony for no one could fall to ses how ‘gehtﬂ.ﬁalr_thg_ _d_i,a-:
_irﬁu;ﬁht man jriojnd over his losss M™Amos failed to touch the spring .o;
goodness by his sermons, but he touchcd it effectually ty his aorms;'
and there was new & real bond betwoen him and his flooken>?

| I'he rapport, hmvor, was mt destined to last. FKr. ca.rpa, vicar
of Shepperton, wrote Mro Barton that his services as curate were e longer
'needed- ‘The blow was.a orrel one, both because the curate tra.ntod to re- |
main near the ;ran of his wife and because he know ‘that Mr. Carpe's ul-
.timatm.yq.g only an sxcuse to-give thb curacy to his own brother-in-~law.
No ﬂtemtiﬁ_ presented itsslf, and Mr. Barton was forged to accept an -
undesirable living in an unnamed manufacturing city.

The subject of "Janst's Repentance™ is "asectarianism within the
Church®; it deals with an evangslical offshoot of the ghurch at Milby.
While the members of the chapel of ease at Paddiford Coumon were ‘co-nsid-.'
ered nonconfomiﬁg-ﬂmlicana Yy the Church hisrarchy, the mexmbers of

sglhiﬂo 3 Pe m-
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Milby Church locked upon them as Mno better than Preébyteﬂm."& And
Presbyterians in Milby were thought of as " sect founded in the reign’
of Charles I., by a man named John Preshyter, who hatched all the brood
of Dissenting versin that rawl about in dirty alleys, and sircumvent
the lord of the manor in order to gst ‘a few yards of ground for their ~
pigeon-house -eomnticlos-"él,. Vory few of the Milty members had met Mre
Edgar rmn, the.new ourate at tm-'mpol; pm'thq-'ﬁm'mejmaad
against him alron.dy, htving heard that "he preaches without a bbok
Just liko a disgenter® and that he "saya good works are not mcasnry to
anlvntion,-—-a sootarian, ant!nonim, anabaptiat dootrins." . They condemned
him, sigh:t unseen, as "a dmineering,. uhit;ous Jeauit“&-_ and were 1n-
censed to learn that he wished o gonduct a series ;r_:f Sundey night les
tures within the very walls of MilhyChurch bacause he felt that old Mr..
Crewe, their gurate, was not preaching the gospel as it shc_mid”bé deliv-
ereds

In truth, M. Crewe was virtually incompstent« In "a brown Brutus
wig [he) delivered inavdible sermons on & Sunday, and on a week-day ime
~parted the education of a gentleman~~that 1: to m, an arduous imcqudnt-
ance with latin through the medium of the Eton Grammar—-to thres pupils
in the upper grmmahoolcﬂé 3. Fe had held his position for half a cen-
tury and had avariciously aeétnmlated a large fortune from his ,aloh'obl"
and curasy.

The tide of religion in Milby was- at & Jow ebbs ':"'Ih_c Dissenters
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copld gain no cén:verta to adult bgptism,_'"md lf!at.hodisuf was only to be
detected, as you da@e§§ curious hm. 'by‘ diligent pearch in dirty cor-
nors. The Independents were the enly Dissenters of whose existence Milby
gentility was at all oonscious, and it had & Vagua idea that the palient
points or their amd weru prmr without book, rad brick, and lwpooriar."&'
Ths Independent. cha.pel, moreover, had been untorttmata 1n its choice of ,
ministerss Mr. Horner had to be diemissed for drunkennsss and quarruling:
¥r. Rose was found to harbor "high" dootr:lmst Mr. Stickney was diaappoint-
ing as an orator, and Mr. Smith had made himself obJectionable by writing
love poems to the young ladies in the aon;regation. .

When Mr, Tmn cane to Paddiford comon, he therefors dstermined
to rid the town of its religioua lethargy. First hs won over a number of
spinatera, soon he was acospted by & few aubstmtial businessmen, m;d
aventually he was well roceived in amral "good" houses. By 00 means was -
hifz_p_:-ogroas sagy; the gnti_.;e. tm.rangad 1tsql_.{ into Tryanites and snti-
Trysnites end watched the battle~lines being drawn, A trio of outspoken
éitizer_m}eq by a Mrs Dempster circulated & petition designed to deny
H;': Tmn'a ontrance ;l.n_to Hilby chmhs I\_rhon.i‘t vas cf;npletad,' they diqf-
patched 1£ to Mr. Erendergast; the nonresidont reohore When their re-
quest met, with tavorable action from the rector, the m&~Tryan1t,aa staged
‘2 vicbory parado with Dempstar, suddenly oloqusnt on Mre+ Crowe's behal.f,
_ms_ the min apukerl

I have the gratification of announcing to you thus formally

what you have already learned indirectlye The pulpit from

whibhzourigensrable pastor has fed us with sound doatrine

for half a century is not to be invaded by a fanatioal, sec-
tarian, double-faced, Jesuitical interlopert We are not to
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have our young pecpls demoralized and corrupted by the

temptation to vice, notoriously connected with Sunday eve~

ning lectures! We are not to have a preacher obtruding

hinsslf upon us, who deuries good works, and sneaks into

our homes perverting ths faith of our w:lws and daughtersd

Ws are not to be poisoned with doctrines whick damp overy

innogent anjoymant, and pick a poor mant's pocket of the pixe

pence with which he ni\ght buy himself a cheerful glass after

& hard day?s work, und 8c pretence . of paying for Bibles to

send to the Chicktaws.

Ths readsr probably wonders what conneotion the t.itlo of tha noy= .
elette has with thoao affairss "Janet® was Janet Denpet.er, wife_ of the
self-stylad orators Her fiftaen-year 'm'riaga had been childless and un-
happw: Dempster drank haavﬂy and hnbitually boa,t her, mﬁ ahe hernelf
had lato]y bcgun drinking as a means of escapes In one thing, howaver,
she aad her lmsbmd were in sncord: Mre Tryan nust not diarupt Kr- Crewe's
dootyrina that "t.hg best Gaspel" .’m tl_:e one _"f-hlt aakea_ mryb_ody _hapw
and confortable 8

Ths Tréahitaa' t&fh.fcé n'.ioicing cams when, on Conufirmation Sun~
day, the Paddiford Common curite went mr‘t.hé head of the i'octar and
gained perniuion from the viuit.ing biahop to proceed with his Yscture
'prograns When his opponant.a heard the news, soms of thon favored letting
mtters run their gourses . Vif be goes oa pmchiug as he dooe, uith such -
3 conatitution n.a h&a, tie'll got a relaxsd throat by and by, and yourll.
be r:ld or hiu without any tmuble."é7 Dempster would not be restrained,
hmm, and mod to mka the Milby clismate too hat for the ministerts .

dolicatc hulth. He drnr up & mz of attractions in ths manner of a
circus handbm- It degan thia lmyt_
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GRAND ENTERTAINMENTISS

To be given at Milby on Sunday evening next, by the
Famous Comedian, TRY-IT-ONB
And his first-rate conpany including not only an
Unparalleled Cast For Comedyt

But a Largs Collection of rec¢laimed and gonverted 4ninmals,
‘Among the rest .

A Bear, who used to dancel

A m,'onue given to swearingl
Polygamua Pigt t (.

Auonkeywhomedtommgggmt ¢ ¢ g68
The handbill wcnt on to pmclain other o.ota, including "The Wolf:in Shaepis

Clothing; or The Msthodist in & Mask® and the "Bcrnming Fma of The Pul-
pit Smtcher.ﬂ
The ourate was greatly disturbed by Dempsterts attitudes

Mr. Tryan was not gast in the mould of the gratuitous martyr.
With a power of persistence which had been often blawed as
obstinancy, he had an acute sensibility to.the very hatred or
ridicule he did not flinch from provoking. Every form of dis~.
approval  jarred him painfullyi and though he fronted his op--
ponents manfully, and eften with constderable warmth of temper,
he had no pugnacious pleasure in the contest. It was ons of
the weaknssses of his nature to be tco keenly alive to every
harsh wind of opinioni to wince under the frowns of the fool-
iehi to be irritated by the injustice of those who could not
possibly 63“‘ the elezents indispensable. for Judging hin

rightly.

Ris supporters rallied to his defense and marched boldly through .
the strests of lﬁ.lby at the appointed hour on Sunday evening "braving ine
su’l.t for the .sake of a premher to whom they were attached on peraoml as
\ull as doctri.ml grounds,” n?0
_Subaequent prograns drew increasingly largeif conmgat;ona, and BEvangsli-
oalism gained a strong foothold in Milby Church itselfs

68101d,, pp. 220-221.
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and the first lecturs went on as echeduled.
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Eliot described Mr. Tryan as "a real hero of God?s making,"'
despite the fact that "he made the mistake of identifying Christianity
with a too narrow doctrinal system; thst he saw God's work too axclu~
sively in antagonism to the world, the flegh, and the devil.n72 g,
curate worked without ceasing. He preached thres sermons mry" Sunday,
conducted a aight school and e mk-n.ight laoture program, catechissd
the school children, and made rumerous pastoral viait.a. His oppenents
saw ulterior motives in such a burdsnsoms schedule: '"He wants to gt '
the reputation of a eeint™ or "Ha's eaten up with spiritual pz;ide," or
"Ho'e got his eye on some fine living, and wants to oresp up the Bishopt's
ahm-"”

By Chrictmas of that mntm year in Milby, doctors were pra-
dicting thnt Mr. 'ruan was lit.orauy kill.tn; himself; they gave him hu

_thm a year to nva.' Jmt, etopping to ‘see a sick friend whose bedside
tha curate m Just havin;, heard him ndmit. that he could oyupathiso
v:lt.h tho sufroring woman hooausa he, ’ too, was 1n alsost constmt boﬁ.ly
paine Although still antagonistio toward hia) Janst could not holp
warning to her avowed opponent} ™r, Tryan, too, like horsalt,

wl;nt it was to tresble at a ﬂ;reuen tr:l_.d.'lw"

Janst Depater had reason, soon after her brief encowter with
the curate, to remember his compassionate and understanding heart. Her-
husband, returning howe late ;:ne evening in a rage, threw her bodily out .

'“;m., pe 2320
Timq., 2 233.
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of their house. Knowing nothing elss to do and fearing for her life, she .
took refuge with a neighbor who happened to be a meaber of the Paddiford
Chapel. Afraid to return home, Janet sat morasely throughout most of
the next day and finally asked her sympathetic hostess to send for Mre
"l'xy " When he arrivod, she humb].y told hin that she was unhappy, weak, :
and w:lcked and that she did not care whsthar she lived or diede To her
anrpriao, the ninistor ansvered by making a confession of his owne After
a youth apent. in "thoughtlosa self-indulgence." he had ruined his health
and reputation at collogo, whero he was suppoaed],y pmparin; for a politi-
cal career. ¥While there he had anticed a sevontoon—year—old girl tp 1live
with hin ‘although he had no intention of mn:ring her. Upon his return’
rrom an utendcd mation, he diaooverad that she had left--"gone away
vith & gentleman, her no:lghbors sam.n75 Taree years later he kad found
hor Iy:l.ng dead on a I.ondon atrut, ha'd.ng comitted auioide rather than
continue her cmor as a proatitute. He said, "There was only one th.-l.ug
-that could nke (3dfe t.olerable to me; that. was to spend all the rest of -
4 in trylng to save others from the rutn I had brought on onc."?é

But, continued the curato, he had no faith on which to build a
lifs of sm:lco. ‘At last a friend had t.old him that ﬂt.ho only prepa.ration
for con:lng to chriat and pnrtdd.ng of hia ulvation was that very sense
of guilt and helplumu"n which was weighing him downe Mr. Trysan hl.d
round tho advice to be true and had entered: the Chureh, uking for
. "nothing. through the rest of =y 1ife but t.hat I might be devoted to God's

?5&&- ’ pe 290,
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work, without swerving in search of pleasurs to the right hand or to
the left"° The consolation hs now had was that "there is nothing -
that becomss us but entire submission, parfact raai;natien;ﬂ”

Janet, inspired by the clsrgyman's confession, determined that
she would put the past behind her and return home to salvege her marriage.
llnfértuna.taly, 'Daips_tdr had in the meantime {njured himself in a reckless
horae?riding aocid'ent and lay in a drunken stupor. Her resolution thus
put immdiately to the test, '.:Ianat forgavs the dying man and a'.ftemrds',
in-the lonsliness of widowhood, resisted the temptation to resort again’
to drink.

Even anti-Tryanite prejudice ‘could not resist the fact that

Janst Dempster was a changed woman--changed as the dusty,

brulsed, and sunwithered plant is changed when the soft

rains of heaven have fallen on it,--and that this change

was dus to Mr. Tryan's influenge. * The last hnggaing sneers

against the Evanzelicsl curate began to dle out.

At the pame time, it became apparent that ths curate himself was
d;rlng Firat he had to givu up part of his preaching achedulej at laat
he was foroed to ask Hr. Prendergast to appoiut. a new curate for the
chapel. . With money {rom her huaband'a estate, Janet, tried to prolong
ﬁho -li:nis!;.arfs lifc by securing for him better food and lodging than he
had pmided for himelf: but she could not prevent his insvitable death.

Thn:-o vere t.wo mommants in lﬁlby which attested to the life of
the clergymn who died t.hore shortly afterwards. One was a stone in the
H:llby churchy;rd; t.he other was Janet Dempsterfs life. Through her ef-

ro:-t.a the - epirit of that devoted man lived on in "yura of purity and

"8Ibid., pe 29
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helpful labours The man who has left such a memorial behind him,* con-
cluded the author, "mmt have besn one whose heart beat with true compas-
sion, and whose lips wers moved by fom#t' fatth &

The author of Sgenes of Clerical Jife also gave to nineteenth
century England a rare portrait of a woman preacher in Adam Bede (1857).
Dingh Morris was as oentral a personage in’ thls, George Eliot%s first full-
1engt.h mvel, as was the title character. 'An orphan raised by s malden
aunt, Dinah had been inspired by that God-toud.ng woman md by the aernone
of Wesley to devote her lifs to apreading the ;oapel mng the pecr 1n
her mtiva Storwahiro As the narrative openod, twenty~five-year-old
Dinsh, a atrﬂdngly baautiml womn with a "total absence of aelf-con-
sciousness in her dclumm-. o2 was fulfﬂ.lin; her anbition by vorking
in a ootton nill and preaohing at outdoor Methodist ralliss in her spare
times The curious audienoea who gathered wers frequsntly surprised by
her quiét,‘ intent mannsr of epeaking without resorting to gestures or
atage eoffects,’ ror they were scquainted with only ™wo types of Kethodista.
--tho ‘extatic and the b.ill.iouzs."93

Although she ux_-aly ;ett_ hpE immediats nsighborhood, she was pre=-
vailed upon to undertake a preaching crusade in the. village of Hayslope
in neighboring loamshire, where her married aunt 1_1'vad. mm was in
‘the Anglican parish of the Reverend Adolphus Inqihs, rector of Broxton,

8l1wd., pe 370,
82%140t, Adan Beds, St. James Edition of The Complete Works of
vole 1 (Lonac’m and New Yorki -Postlethwaite, Taylor &

Knowles, Ltd., 1908), part 1, ps 27.
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and only two Methodists were known to be in the entire territorys One
of these was Seth Bade, who with his older brother, hdaa, was a carpen-
ters - Seth had been in the habit of traveling widely to Methodist re-
vivals and had fﬂn in love with the.pretty parson...While she m-in
Mom, he attempted without success to obtiin a declaration of love
from here Since they "believed in present revelations by dreans and
vielonsj they drew lots, [sic] and sought for Divine guidance by opening
the Bible at basard; having a literal way of interpreting the Scriptures,
which is not at all sanctionad by approved eomnutors,."s_‘".-snh opensed
his proposal by quoting the words of St. Paul to the effect that "I will
that the younger women marry, _ﬁear ohildren, gulde the house, give nons .
occasion to speak reproachfullys"™® Dingh, however, countered with
another verse from the sawe apostle--nShe that's married careth for the
things of the world how she may plsase her husband,"® and explained that
#God has called me to minister to otheru,-;mtato have any Jjoys or sore
rows of my mm, but. to rejoice with them that . do rejoice; and to weep
with those that weepe .o e My life is t.oo ghort, and God's work too
great for ms to think of—uking a home for nvself in this -wrld-m

The -orning after thie connrution, the father of Seth and Adam
was found drownsd in a pond into which he had drunkenly ataggorodo Dinah
came at once to minister to the mants quoruloua and distraught widow and
WaS more hol;‘:ml.to the family than was Mrs Irwine; for "from her girle

&M't' 1’I° 50,
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hood upwards she had had experience among the sick and the mourding, among
minds hardened and shrivelled through poverty and ignorance, and had
gained thg subtlest perception of the mode in which they could best be
touched, and softensd :hrbo willingneas to receive words of epiritual con-
solation or warning. o8 Old Mrs. Bede would hm been happy to have
Dingh stay on as her daughtert she was amrohensive that Adm would mrry
a flirtatious milkmaid whom he n.rdent]q- worshipped, and she was unaware
of Ssth's failurs to win Dinsh. But the devoted young Methodist ended
all hope of a union with oii&r of the brothers by returning to Stonyshire.

Hetty Sorrel, Adem's intended wifs; got involved with the grand-
son of t.he owner of most of the property in Hayslopei he went away to war.
ﬂtliout knowing that ®ho was to bear his childs Hetty at first thought
an engagement to Adam would be ‘a way out.of her troubles; but as the time
for thelr wedding approached, _she dsgided instead to run away and find
her soldier. i‘omng Adal that she was going to spend a week with Dinsh
in Stomrshire, ahe wemt. t.o the only address Arthur Donnithorne had given
har. He was not there, and she had exhausted her meagre funds. Adam,
worried when she failed to return as schedulsd, went to Dinah's. lodgings
and found that the preacher had been away at Lae&s for a fortnight and
that Hetty had not besn ssene After a f‘utila search of the vicinity,
Adm roturned aorrwf\ﬂly to Hayalope and to].d Mr. Irwine he mpooted
that Hetty had left because she did not love hime

Eliotts desoript.ion of the rector night cause the reader to wonder
why Adam should have choaen hin ror a oonridantt

®8psd., po 265



He really had no very lofty aims, no theological enthusi-
asme If I were closely questioned, 1 should be obliged to
confeas that he felt no serious alarms sbout the souls of.
his parishionerss « « + Clearly the restor was not what
is called in thess days an Tearnest® mani he was fonder
of church history than of divinity, and had much more in-
sight into men's characters than interest in their opinions
he was neithor laborious, nor obviously self-denying, nor
very copious in almsgiving, and his theology, you perceive,
was lax. His mental palate, indeed, was rather pagan, and
found a savouriness in & quotation from Sophoglss or Theocpi-
tus that was quite absent from any text in Isalah or Amos.
Adan gdmitted that his minister did not go into "deep spsritisl things in
religion” and that his sermons were nothing more than "morale®
"But then he acted pretty much up to what he said; he did
a't [sic} set up for being so different from other folks
ons day, and then be as like fem as two peas the next. And
he made folks love him and respect him, and thstgnas better
nor stirring up their gall wi? being over-busy.”

Mr. Irwine was Arthur's godfather, and upon him fell the hard task
of informing Adam that Hetty was being held in a distant Jail for childe
murders she had buried slive the child born on her homeward journey. Af-
ter a short trial the wayward. girl was condemned to bs hangede Dingh re-
turned from Lesds on the day that the verdict was handed down, and she
remained in Bstty's cell until the day set for the hanging. Through-.mmah's
gentle prodding, the gondemned prisoner was brought to an awarensss of her
sins and an experisnce of divine rorgiwmaa. Arthur l_eamod of her con-
viction in time to apply successfully for a commited sentense; but still
Hotty was ordered to be transported.

Adanm was heartbroken, reason enough for linsh to feel compassionate
toward him. When Mrs. Bede suffered a severs rheumatic attack, the young

' oy Pe 960
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pn@ar had double reason fof visiting the family in H_ayslope. Against
her will, she found herself coming to love Adami and he, prodded by his
mother and by Seth, who had given up any hope of winning her himself, de-
clared his love for here Before she would consent to follow her heart,
howsver, Dinah insisted on going back to Stenyshire to seek God's will.

A short separation convinged her that she would be violating no divine
plan in marrying Adam, and the two were united in ths Anglicen church at
Hayelope by Mrs Irwine.

The question of whether Dinsh should continue her preaching was
soon decided bty the Weeleyan Conference, which enacted a new rule for-
bldding women to engage in that sctivity, Seth favored joining a new
body Mhat tud put no bonds on Christian liberty,"™ but Adam was in
agreement with his wife?s decision to confine her ministry to Ptalking
£o the peopls a bit in‘their houses.™ 2 .He explained simply:

"Therets no rule 8o wise by what it's a pity for somsbody

or others Most o' the women do wore harm nor good with their

preaching,~—theytve got got Dinah?s gift nor her sperritj

and she’s seen that, and she thought it right to set th?

example ot sug?itting, for she's not held from other sorts
of teaching.®

91&‘0, M 2, Po 2620‘
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CHAPTER THREE
TROLLOPE'S BARSETSHIRE

Antheny Trollope, more than any other novelist of his century,
succeeded in picturing the clergyman in the entire framework of the
Church of England.. The six novels which compose his Chronicles of
Baregtahire,-The Warden (1855), Barchester Towers (1857), Doctor Thorne
(1858), Framley Parsonage (1861), The Smell House at Allington (1864),
and The Iast Chronicle of Barset (1867)~-depict inhabitants of a fice
titious cethedral commmity from the bishop to the lowlisst of per—
petual curates.

The plan of the series was ahaped through Trollope's duties as
a postal employes commigsioned to suggest routes for rural deliveries
in southwestern England, Michael Sadleir credits this "fine~combing of
English country 1ife" with revealing to the hitherto uninspired suthor
"the immenss strategic strength of the scclal position of the upper
6101'.5!-"1‘ Indeed, Ssdleir postulstes that Trollopets intention at the
beghming of the ssries was primarily to present the rols of the church
1n the administration of an slmshouse and that not until later did the
idea of oreating & cathedral city cceur to hime? No single cathedral
city can be designated as & model for Barchester, and the surrounding
countryside is recognisable cnly as a blend of the counties—Dorset,

lyicheel Sadleir, Jrollope: A Compsutary (New York: Farrer,
Straus snd Company, 1947), p. 152
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Samerset, Gloucestershire, and Wiltshire-~through which his postal
duties took him.?

In his Autodography Trollope recordsd the manner in which he
tirst conceived the plan for The Warden while musing at’ Salisbury
Cathedral, but bty his own admission shortly befors his death it be-
came apparent that his sarliest inspiration for the first novel had
arisen out of the case of an actual hospitel administrative problen
st Winchester. Familiarity with the Winchester situation raveals the
extent to which The Warden owes its origins

In June 1851 the papers were busy with a scandal

caused by the apparent mslversation under clerical control

of : funds left by will for charitable purposes. . Reading

the papers, Trollope received two opposite but equally

characteristic impressions. He resented, on ths one hand,

the possession by the Church (a caste or.corporation uith-
in the commnity) of funds which, whatever the intention of
their legators, seemsd to have become incorms foridle dige
nitaries; but he also resented, and similtansously, the
virtuous indignation of the Preu towards the recipienta of

these incomes, who were not directly to blame for enjoying
monies o which in equity they were not entitled.s

‘I‘hi_ impressions he received in this Mstaﬁco are reflected throug'hout.
the series in his oriticism of the Church as a whole coupled with qm- _
pathy for the individual clergymen within its system.

B.cforlo‘ lavnching into-a desoriptiu,ntucv of Trollopats clergy-
mn, 1t will be holpful to ascertain his 1ntontiona and self=-imposed
limitationa as they wolvod in the Mlﬂl - 8uch a statement ap-
poared at the conolnaion of The last Qy;gg:_l_g_g 9,;[ Bargets

31pid., pe-16he
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bitternsss, and generally with tendernsss,—of having fore
gotten, in writing of clergymen, the first and wost promi~
aent charasteristic of the ordinary English clergymants life.
I have described many clergymen, they ssy, but have apoiten
of them all as though their professional dutiss, their high
calling, their daily workings for the good of those around
them, were matters of no moment, either to me, or, in my
opinion, to themselves, I would plead, in saswer to this,
that my object has bsan to paint the aoeial and not the
profeasional lives of clsrgymeng and that I have been led
to do eo, firstly, by & foeling that as no men affect more
strongly, by their own charsoter, the soolety of those around
than do country clargymen, s0, therefore, their social habits
have boen worth the labour necesssry for painting them; and
seoondly, by a fesling that though I, as a novelist, may feel
mysell entitled to write of clergymen out of thelr pulpits,
as'l mxy also write of lswyers and doctors, I hawe no such

te of them in their pulpits, ¥hen I havs done
00, if I have done so, I have so far transgressed. ' Thars are

to t 1 have made all my clergymen bad,
and nons good. . I must venture to hint<to such judgss that

s to love a colouring higher than

v s Had I written an epic about clergymsn,
Ste Paul for my model; but describing, as -
to do, such elergymen ;a I see around me, -
could not wenture to be transcendental,

The Reversnd Septizus Harding was Trollope's first clerical ore-
ation in the series, and for him the novelist seemed to have that spscial
but impartial love so often reserved for firstborn children. Before the
time portreyed in The ¥arden, Mr. Harding had been s minor canon in Bar-
chester who at the age of forty had received a small living and who, ten
years later, had been mads precentor of the cathedrale Traditionally,
the precentor was also given the office of warden at Hiram'e Hoepital,
an slmshouse established by a wool=carder in the Middle Ages at the time
the reader meets him Mr. Harding hsd been ably £illing both positions

 Santhony Trollope, fhe iagt Chronicla of Baxsst, (Londont J. M,
Dent & Co., nodd), vole 2, Ppe 387-388.
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for twelve years. A widmr, he .was quistly.and happily living at the
hospital with his younger daughter, Eloanor, ssrving as spmtm
and physiocal eompanion to the twelve old men who wers residents of the
charity institution, . Thess "bsdesmen™ had not a.care in the world,
every need and want being Iguppli_ad them, -

There came to Barchester, hmv_er;. & young doctor imbued with
a desire to be a reformer, No sooner did he learn that Mr. Harding's
income. was eight hundred pounds & year than he determined.that t.hc wol- -
carder?s intention in founding the almshouse had been willfully diara-
gudcd, T_x-ollopogindicatqd-that Dr. Bold p_mbably was inspired in his
desire to yage war against Mr. Harding by hearing reports from ®eager .
pushing politicians® who wr&laa'aortihg in the House of Commons ™eith .
very telling indignation, that the grasping priests of the Chursh of
Enghnd ave gorged with the wealth which the charity of fomr tines
hae left for the solace of the aged, or the education of the ;|rm.mx.“6

Nothing would satisfy Dre Bold short of uoing Hr. Harding'u
ulu-y reduced 4o that sach of the old men m.ight tmre t.ha hundred
pounda par yur‘to \rhich he thought thom entitled, Mr. Harding de-
clared that his conscience was clear and with quiet dignity eaid that
5., would not hinder Dr. Bold's investigation. And yet Mr. Harding |
vas afraid—afraid of the storm of publicity which would coms to mar
his serenity--and in his fear he began to doubt the justice of his
position at. the hc.j:im.:. 'Ey-n' when the lswsuit Drs Bold prepared
-gaim him was thrown out on & legal technicality, he determined

Emhzm Jowera m Ihe Warden {New York: Random
House, 1936). Pe loo
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that he would rather resign than to live with the accusations that
wore left unsettled. As a further depressant, he digooversd that the
influential London Jupiter had singled out Hivam's Hospitsl and its
warden as & prime exampls of clsrical malsdministration and that he
was being viciously ridiculed in a pamphlet mtitlodmw
and in a popular serialismed novel, The Almshouse.

Against the advice of his archdescon son-ia-law, Dre Theophilus
Grantly), ‘and the aging tishop of Barchester, the archdeacon's father,
and to the consternation of Sir Abnhmﬁ_aplunrd, the Inndon lawyor
who declared the us'mw'm'muud;sr. Harding resigned as
warden, Too kindhearted even to displace the curate who wes perfom-
ing the duties {n the iving he had acquired as ‘s minor canon; he ook
the emellsst lving available in the diccese. The bishop, oub of re~
apoét for his friend, refussd to appoint & suscessor to the wardens
The almshouse grew up in weeds, and the bedesments only solace em
to be the visits which Mr. Harding took time £o pey them.

Thus was the snd of The Warden, bub Mr. Harding was by 7o means
forzottens - Tn Barchester Toiers he was amply rewsrded for his consod~
cntimmwthomoipt of a lstter of praiss from no less a per-
sonage than the mummp of Canterburys ' The Jupiter, too, did an
about-face ‘and "wafted his name in eulogistic strains through every
reading-room 4n the nations" Most pleasing to him of all, his volume
of church musis was introduced into the Royal Ml at 8te Jamas?s

When old Bishop Orently dled, Mr. Harding fornd hiuself faced

?M'n,p' A3
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with new trials from Bishop Proudie and his wifes He was not alone
in his fear of the latter, and was cut to the quick by & sermon in
which the bishop's chaplain denoux'm;d from the pulpit the rols of -
precentors - His unhappiness was heightened by the knowledge that
this chaplain, Mr. 81dpe, had romantic designs upon Eleanor, lately
widowed after a brisf marriage to—-Dr. Boldl

_ "The erowning blow came, however, in the opening of that old
wound-~the wardenship of the hospitals A successor had yet ‘to be
named} end, all opposition and technicalities having been oleared
aw'by’m_(ot'ot'l’arlimnt; it was ths gonoral opinion that Mr.
Harding should be resppointeds In his heart of hearts, the faithful
old man would have been happy to resums his duties, but Mose .Proudia'
had other views. ' I the end the position was offered to him with such
odius stipulations that he. folt compslled to decline 4.  Trollope
clearly. indicated that had Mre Harding's character been otherwiss, he
need not have given up 9o .easilys - "In his indecision, his wealmess,
his proneness to be led by others, his want of self-gonfidence, he
was vary far from being perfest.s?

Once more the novelist let poetis justice come to the fores

When the dean of the chapter died, Mr. Harding was offered that position;
but,, deterred by the Jupiter?s opinion that & young man would be better
fitted for the office, the ex-warden refused to acoept it,, For onge he
took the initistive, in spite of the scarcity of that quality in his

8Ibid., po 369
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character, and successfully petitioned the prime minister to nominate 1o~
stead Drs Arabin, a capable clergyman who had with no difficulty super-
seded Slope as Elsanorts lover, |

And so, at the end of the second novel, Mr, Harding was still
precentor of the cathedral. At Dr. Arabin's request, he took over the
duties at 8t. Ewolds, the new dean's former living. *He does such duties
as fall to his lot well and conscientiously, and is thankful that he.has
naver been tempted to assums others for which he might be less titted,n’
Presumably he continued to occupy himself in the same manner throughout

the events narrated in Dogtor Thorne and Framley Pargonage, slthough he
was not mentionsd in the former snd was only glimpsed st & public lacture
in the latter. | Perhaps some of the novelist?s readers asked what became
of the old man, for Trollops inserted & chapter in The Suall House gk
Allington in which he indicated that the ex-warden was now past seventy,
as modest az ever, still performing his duties and visiting those of the

0ld bedssmen who wers yet alive.
Mro Harding was indeed an old wan himself in The Last Chronicle

of Rargete

He stooped a good deal, and his blagk clothes were very
looss about his shrunken limbs. He was not decrepit, nor
did he seem to bo one who had advanced to extrems old age;
but yst he shuffled rather than walked, hardly raising his
feet from the grounde Mre Toogood, as he came forward .to
mest him, -thought that he had never seen a swester face,
There was very much of melancholy in it, of that soft sad-
‘ness of sge which seems to acknowledge, and in some gort
to regret the waning oil of lifeg but the regret to be
read in such faces haa in it nothing of the bitternsas of

griefs there is no repining that the end has soms, but
simply ‘a touch of sorrow that s0 much that 1s dear must

Ibids, be Thbe



be left behind.10
Forced by infirmity to live in the deanery with his daughter and eon-
in-law, he was cbliged first to give up his cathedral duties and finally
to forego even the daiily hundred~yard walk to the church for prayars.
Eventuslly bedridden, his only divérsion cems to be that of playing cat's
cradls with his granddaughter Posy. It ves whils thus occupied that he
heard of Mrs. Proudiete deaths. He was perhaps the only persoa in Bare
chester to fael gonuine distress in her passing, melntaining to the
lvoryendothia 1ife Lis belfef in the intrinele goodnsss of all humanity.
Bcdhdumemllvmdumlyumwnmm, :lthpughhohad
never beer an exceptionally popular figure in the community, was sadly
missed by all who had known him,

Decidedly in contrast with the precentor was the second major
figure dreen in conjuiction with Barchester csthedral, Archdeacon Grantly.
Trollope oreated & more cctplex character in the warden's son-in-law
and managed to show temperamental changes as he progressed through the
sories, In The Wardesn, the first desoription of &-.Grmtlar was nega- -
uwzyapolomk,a mtono-homsudtnbo"w:wmabldmﬂu
The mnliot !mpnod that. the mhdowon'a shortcominga uara a regult of
h:luchricalomuon ul:ichput himinbispoedtimbut didmtpn-
pare him for rising abtove his anhare of duty. He diaplmd dm“mo,
mthority. and a Judioious mind, but he ovidemad an overbsaring as-
surance of nis virf.uo, overdependsnce upon his own ebility, and over-
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confidence in his positions While the warden was reticent about. as- -
serting his claims at the hospital; ‘Dre .Grantly prepared for battle

with all the gusto of a Trojan warriors -"As the indomitable cock pre-
paring for the combat. aharpen& pin spurs, shakes his feathers, and -_er'pcts
his cozb, so.did-the archdeacon arrange his .mpnna__fpr-the coming war,
without zdisgivings and without fear.w2 ,.nafemg. John Hiram's will be-
cams for him as much g holy ceuse as the Crusades. -:Ag&in;- Trollope took
pains to explain that Drs Grantly was not to blame for his sttitude; for
his mind, with its "fungl® and its Pdead wood," was "the growth of cen-
turies of chureh aséendaney" ;nﬂ was yet capable of bearing good frnito-n
A mere glance at him revesled the Church itself:

As the archdeacon stood up to make his speech, erect in
the middle of that little square, he loocked like an ecclesi-
astical statue placed there, as a fitting imperscnation of
the church militant hers on earthi his shovel hat, large,
‘new, and well-pronounced, & churchman?s hat in every inch,
declared the profession as plainly as does the Quaker's broad
‘bring his heavy eyebrows, large open eyes, and full mouth and
chin expressed the solidity of his orderj the broad chast,
amply coverad with fine cloth, told how well to do was its
-gstatej cne hand ensconced within his pocket, evinced the
-practical hold which our mother church kesps on her temporal:
possessionss and the other, loose for action, was ready to
fight if need be in her defence; and, below these, the decor-
ous bresohes, and neat black puiters: showing so admirably -
that well-turned lsg, betokensd the decengy, the outward beau-
ty and grace of our church establishment.

In private, Trollope insimuated, Dre Grastly's conduct and appear-
ance did uot make so pleasing & portrait of the Church. It wvas his daily
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hebit after breskfast to retire to his study, ostensibly for the pur-
pose of composing aomons but aotua:uy to anmu himself with the latest
Mdcked” French novel, which he kept locked from inquieitive eyes in a
secret drawer.

Entirely unable to sympathisze with Mr. Harding?s doubts and
equivocstions, he. bombarded that gentleman with the only thing that he
could previde in abundance—advice, - When hin.t ‘counsel: ns-kihdly tut.
systematicsglly svoided, he staliced sway from tha warden in rightecus
indignstion and ungreciously gave up his crusads as a lost causs.

At the beginning of Barchester Jowsrs Dr. Grantly's hopes for.
acohahaﬁicnl px-omtion. received mtus with the death of his z'at.harl.
the aged bishops he was more deeply grieved tq' being dended appo:mtmnt
s his father's succeseor than he was by his personal loss. It was.in-
wihhle;- :l‘aaling as he did..t.hat."fh;: post mmu} should have been his,
that be should be st odds with the new bishop, Dr. Proudis. Becauss
he folt it necessary to fmiﬁ; disdainfully sloof from actusl Onécuntera
with the Prondiea, his opon combat was limited to skirmishes with the:
w.chop'a cha.plain Mr. Slope. Trol'l.ope aizod tham up for the btattle

this ways:

aothmonmuger,mhtoouger, to support and
inorease the powsr of their order. -Both are anxious that -

the world should be priest-governad, though they have
probably never confessed so mich, even {0 themwselves,
l%egmdgemy other kind of dominion held by man over

Ths main difference betwoeu the two m that Mr. Slope'a aims were to
dominate svery upgct, of Barchestor uro whila Dr. Grmtly would hava“
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basn content to-be supreme authority in clerical matters alone. . The
latter interfered but littls with the worldly aspects of life in ths’
diocesa. Ho favored a good dinner party and & good bettls of wine as
mach as hie mighboz-; and was inolined to be. indulgent in all matters
a':.o_opt. sran dmmorality and tendencies toward heresy. As a result hs
was socustomed to being obeyed implicitly in the few rules that he did
impose. Hia battle sgainst the Proudie faotion consisted chiofly of
fhm?t:tng in their faces his High Church tendsncies in direct opposie
ti'lot_:‘t.o the preference of ths bishop and ¥Mr. Slope for low Church forms
and ceremonies. 'Giving the erchdeacon ersdit for more broadmindedness
than might be expocted, 'n-piiapo Andicated that:Dre Grantly Mendurad
without _:lﬁpatiomé nany different shades of Ahgln-chnrch cpnnamt:!.&ms.
but with the Glopes and Proudies he could not go on all fourss™S In
the ond, when of her own free will Eleanor married the aati-Froudie -
Drre A;ab:.n in preference to Mr. Slope, Dre Grantly claimed the ovent -
as hie paraﬁnal victory over the cheplain.

The archdéacﬁn, his name Mleaab spelled RGrantley,” appeared
at thg very end of Dogtor Thorns only long epou;h to perfornm a wedding -
at Greshamsburyj but he was his ususl dowinsering self sgaln in Prenley
Parsonsge. - Thers, -h-the-rourth book of ths elx-volume series, Dr.
Gro.nf.ly reaoh'_cd-valiu‘xtly-tmrd-tha climax of his hopes and dreans,
only to bo: disappointed ina tragic style befitting his personality.
Word came t0 him thet by Parliamentary Act two Dew sees were to be
oreated and that his political soquaiatance Lord Brock was going to
nominate him as Bishop of Westminster.. With visions of outranking the
Proudies danoing in his head ho went to Iondon; arriving just in time
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to learn that the bill had met sudden opposition and would not even
be put. to a vote. With all hope of subsequent ecclesiasticel advance-
ment too remote to count on, the archdeacon returned to Barchester
determined to make the Grantly name imertal without the sssistance of
elerical association..

The first part of his project involved mingling with the highest.
society in Barsetshirs, regardless of the religious sentiments of those
whon he undertook to cultivate. When his convictions were likely to be
in the way, they were conve'niently__laft.at.hom. This was ospeoi_eilyf
tr'uin whenever he courted familiarity with ths Duke of Omnium, who was
conceded by 811 who knew him to be the richest of politicians and the
chief of .six;mm-. In this portion of his plan he succeedad, and the
Grﬁntlya woi;a to be found at every ma.jo_r_ social function in. Barsetshire
and at & groat.wxy gatherings during "the sﬁmn" ia Iondoﬁ.

In ,r.ha _othai- helf of his program the archdeacon was not quite
as euccessful, although the outward result was aatiefying His some~
what conceited daughter Griselda was now at the marriageable age,
it was his. desirs that she ahquld-be matched as highly and auspigioualy
as possible, His first cholce. of a mate, Lord Ludovic Lufton of naighe
boring Franley Court,. showsd not. the slightest apprecistion of the.
prise he was baing offereds - An even more favorable &lliance appeared
in the making, however, betwesn Griselda gné'f,hp eldest son of the
Marquis of Hartlstop, Lord Dmhwose name characteriged him per-
fectly, Aes the date roiv the wedding drew near, word bem circulating
in Barchester that Dr. Orantly's prospestive son-in-law had got cold
feet and ﬂad to Parise The irate archdeacon declared, MIf it be so
I*1] drag him back to Engla.nd by the collar of his co;t and disgrace
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him before the steps of his fét.har'a hall.',’r' Shortly thereafior he
was absont on & mysterious Journisy, &t the end of which lord Dumbello
meeicly reappeared t¢ slip his neck into ths matrimocnial halters And
50 Framley Parsonagw, like the novel which preceded it, closed with
Dre Grantly in hig custopary center of attention, officiating at a
wodding "ithout sssistatice, although ths doan, and the precentor, and
two other clergymen, wore at the ceremony.™® |

The very title of Jhe Small [iouss gt Allington is an indication
of the reason for not finding Dr. Grantly in a prominent position, for
its chief chiaraciers wore on a considerebly lower soclal level than the
sirate in which he now moveds He was sesn only oncs, when, having hsard
rumrs from Hrse Proudie that Grisslda was about to leave hor husband
in favor of & rival with the unlikely name of Mr. Flantagenet Palliser,
he. vent t.oIIondon‘to checic up on matters. ' Fear unexpectedly got the
best of him and he could fiot bring himeell to mention the subject of
his visitg ao'he could take no credit later uhen the Dunbells alliance
remained Mbwt. |

The .rchdman wuld mt ‘have willfully appeared as fmquant]y
as he did in The Lagt Chroniole of Barset, had he not besn drawn inte
the sorry affeir of Mrs Crawley by what he oonsidered to be his son
Henry's extrems folly in aa}-iohsly intending to'mrry'tha' daughter of’
the lowly ﬁarpeguﬁ curate of Hogglestook, :a'm unabls to refuts the
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agcusation that he was a thisf. Dr. “Grantly would have termed the matoh
disagreeables on any grounds, since "tho-i:oor girl had no advantages,™?
8 he determined to do all i his power to prevent the marriage. Pirst,
he threatened to out off Henry's income if he persisted in sesing the.
girle RNext, he insisted that he would refuse all intercourse with his
8003 but because of the Wellowing effect of his previous battles in
1ife, Phe knew that he would not have the strength of charaster to carry:
him through a prolonged quarrel."C He felt entirely firm, oo the other
hand, in his decision novbr,_ under any cireumstances, to receive Grace
into his pﬁmﬁce as & daughter-in-law.

Trollope zave his readers cause to sympathises with the archdeacon's

point of viewt

Dre Orantly had bsen a very successful man in the world, and
on all ordinary occasions had been able to show that bold
front with which success endows a man. But he still had his
momonts of weakness, and feared greatly lest anything of _
misfortuns should touch him, and mar the comely roundness of
Prosperity. He was very wealthy. The wife of his bosom had
been to him all that a wifs should be. 'His reputation in the
clarical world stood very high. He had lived all his 1ife on
terms of equality with the best of the gentry around him. - His
only dsughter hed made a splendid marrisges His two sons had
hitherto dons well in the world, not only as regarded their
happinsgs, but as to marriage also [at this tixe Henry was a
widower], and as to social standing.  But how great would be
the fall if his eon should at last marry the daughter of a
convioted thief§ How would the Proudies rejoice over him,~
the Proudiss who had besn crushed %o the ground by the succ.sa
of the Hartletop alliance; and how would the low-ghurch curates
who swarmed in Barsotahim, gather together and screcm in de—-

light over his dismay$?l
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Impatient for a showdown, the archdeacon could no longer refrain
from going to Grace himself and demanding that she have nothing further
to do with Heary. In his earlier days he.co.vld have intimidated her in
royal ‘style, but in the present interview he cams off decidedly second
bests Grace swoetly informed hin that she could not thiak of marrying
Henry while her father was umod'.df'g_o _éérioua a orime; and Dr. Grently,
lulled by his own conviction that the men could not possibly be acquitted,
found himself gallantly promising that he would give his blessing to the
lovers' union as socon as Mr. Crawley's nams should be clsared. Indeed,
this girl who had no "advantages® so charmed the father's hardened heart:
that bef;froholerthohadkisudharmddlowdmumtotucﬂo
down his noses Nesdless to say, ht; felt it unnecessary to relate to his.
vife the full interview. |

When it was finally discovered that Mr. Crawley was innocent, Dr.
Grantly was, to use an old expression, ™n a pickle.” He hated to édnit..
that he had been wrongj and yet he must. because of his prou:lu to Grace,
inform Henry that he no longer objected to their marriage. Here again
Trollope indicated the extent to which the archdeacon's attitude had
softensd through the years, for ia this final defeat Dr. Grantly evi-
denced a. graciousness that. had been previously lacking. Hot only did he
weloome Grace intc the fasily, but he voluntarily brought himself to ace
cept the entire Crawley clain d'oapdt; their social linitations. 'He even
entreated Dre Arabin to appoint Mr. Crawley to the living of St. Beolds.
The mnt. which most glsarly indicated Dre Grantly's subdued bpir;lt.’",‘
however, was his outright cheerfulnsss in allowing Mre Cravlsy, hie
clerical inferior, to perforn the marriage initing the two families.
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lfot_ much need be said of Bishop Grantly, benevolent patriarch .
of the cathedral at the opening of the serdess Unmwilling to take or o
glve offense, he for the most part let the diocese go its own way. It
was his sucscessor in Barchester Jowsrs and the rolaining_wj.\nqs;_'yhg ,
evinced Trollope's detailed portmit of the bishooric..

It must bo noted &t the outset that Dr. Proudis held his office
in muu only; the real bishop of Barchestex- wac his wife.: But as this
paper is united to the o].ergmn thmelven, it would bs bothk out of
phee and inpouible to do. Hri' Prour.lio Juat.ice withaut aleo. mntioning
nume rous - other apt charaaterizationa of clerical helpmates. Suffice it
to say that. she had an opinion on mry subdact and & plan of astion :or
mr,r occuion and that nothing could hinder the dolivery of the one’ or
the carrying out of the other.

Dr. Proudie bad once ha.d within him the potential to becoms a
suocesafnl—-it not & grut-churchum His dignity and demeanor were
of the highest order and had enabled him to obtaln several prominent
positions in london, where he had managed to be so eaclesiastically
slastic that he had gained advocates from all quarters.. "Dr. Proudis
was ons mng those who oa.rly in life adapted himself to the views hold
by the whigs on most theological and religious subjects. He bore with
the idolatry of Rm, toleg-at;gd "ovez; the infidelity of Socinianism, and
was hand in glove with the Pr;abyterian Synoda of Scotland and Ulster,.n22
An gmbitious nn, he viewed the blshopric.af Barchester as but a step~
bin; stons to higher ecclesiastical honors, and he dstermined to maintain
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his permanent residence in London where he .sould periodically renew
himself in tho._e!ea of those who. could adw;nca hin #t111l further.

The biggest ,cx;ror.tlu bishop had ever made was that of marrying
Mrs. Proudie. Trollope laboled hnthnp'ee;ced‘.u ‘adding that "in the
eyes of his wife he is never right. All hopo of defending himself ha.c
long passed from him; indeed he rm];'. mnl .ntteupt_p Iself-Justi{iaatilon;
and 1s aware that submisaion produces the neavest approach to peace which
his owm house oan ever attain,®> Tne queu.t.ion',a.‘l.u; was never how high
he gould be boosted by outward forces but how long he could maintain his
fagade of independence befors crumbling from within.

Tha Chronicleg of Barsetshire is the saga of the biahop'l_mdual
declinee He might have withstood the opposition of Dr. Grantly had he
had no other a;neq..r'to, ward off, but he soon discovered a foe in his own.
oamp in the person of Mr. Slops, his wife's protégés When the chaplain
px.‘eaohed histiratl, sermon at the cathedral, Dr. Proudiets hair Malmost
stood on end with terror. 2t Instant dismissal of the lrmgauts.lope :
might have épusqd even Dr. Grgntln instead, the bishop retreated to
London leaving his chaplain "flattering such as would listen to h}a flat-".
tcry; whispering religious twaddle into ﬁo ears of foolish ‘women, in-
gratiating himself with the few clergy who would 'nce_iva'h:l-, _v:ls.'f.ting
tha-housos of the poor, inquiring inte all people, prying into mr:r-
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In one respect Mr. Slope tried to do the bishop a favor, though
it must be hastily added that his effort was purely selr:lah. msguatad
with Dr. Proudiets aubniuion to- "petticoat gwermlent," he attempted
to ”1nfuae a°little of his spirit into the biahop, sufficient to induce
him to opposs his wife, though not -anough to make him altogether insub-
ordinate."8 ' In a pathetic didplay of false bravery, e Proudie boldly
determinad to sssert himself—until a situation arose which demanded
that the resclution be put into uotion, : Then ¥he thought this vas not
the best time to do it® and "put off the evil heur."27_ : Hof .dic_! he ever-
find a auitnble. oceasions In fact, ho gave up secking an oppci;bmity,
hoping 1nstead that Hr. Slope aml h.ts wife ‘would ®fight it out so that -
one ahould ki1l the othor utterly, as far as diogesan life was connemd,
8o that he, the bishop, might know clsarly by whom it behooved him to be
. led.n28 |

There is no resson to dwell on thc‘bishop’g position in matters
such as £illing the vardonihip; finding & new dsan,’ or any other cf':l"aoa.
in hegtsr Towerg; for his position, if he had one, was known only
| to himself. ‘At the end of the volume he accepted a seat in the House
of lords; but because he rarely hothered- to go wp to London te vot'e"','
his aspirations for subsequent advancement suffered irremediable set-:
baciss

Trollops mercifully kept the bishop's unchanged matrimonial -
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andcloricalplightinthebackgroundinthemxtthmumlsinthe
series. Tha ILast Chronjcle of Barget, hmrer. made up for any previ- '
ous nsgleot with a painfully minute nmnin,t account of Drs Proudie's
complete diaintqgration. At the beginning of the Grawley affair, the
bishop was content to mouth his wife?s opinions as to the "terrible dis-
grace."’ But his conscience, which he had grown accustomsd to disre-
garding, ‘would not be silenced. "Xnowing in his heart that Mr. Crawley
was lnnocent until proved guilty by secular lar and that he had o ec-
mp;uticd.pwer to remove the quz_'ate-fmg h_is'rpaxfigh be_foro the: cgurt
M _even convened to hear the case;,_ he was anxious to do nothing at all.
The odds against holding out against his wife after thirty years of
submission to. har wers overwhelmingly against. such a'policye:. If the -
misery. resulting.from defying her could bs kept privat-e, he felt that
he sould endure her wrath.  #But.to bo scolded publicly was the great
evil which ha dreaded bayond all evilse .« s + And he well knew that
aho;xld he now rebel, the whole house would be in turmoil.  He would be
bishoped here, and bishoped there, before the eyes of all palatial men
and women, 111 1ife would be a burden to him,®° -So the poor man,
"driven to persscute bscause he cennot escape persecution hiuelt,-_'_'al
ai;counbod,to his wife's demands that Mre Crawley be temporarily relieved
of his parish duties. 6 He also yielded to her requeet that .an ecclesi~
astical board be appointed te.dstermina the curate's permanent moral

inability to resums his curacys
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But Mra. Proudie pressed her lusk 0o far. ' When she publisly
attempted to tell the board how to carry on'its investigation, Dre
Proudie could stand her dictatorisl ways no longsr. "You have dis=
graced me,™ he said in despair. ™, '« » You ere always being wrong. I
wish I' had never gome to Barchester."’z - After a two-hundred-pags ine-
torval in which no new developments ogourred, the broken man was #till
mursuring,. "ou havo brought, on me such disgrace‘that I oannot hold up
Ny heade tc;n hmrnined as, - I",wieh I were deadj and it is all through:
you that T am driven to wish 18.%%% . The finality of his attitude was
more than Mrs. Proudie?s constitution could stand; the shock of being
totally -re:]actad killed here

Hisery; reuef;: angsr, and an unexpected tenderness battled for
dominance in the bishop's regction to the news that he was now a free
mane His first impulse was to pray, but he hardly knew what to say..
%1 think,” said Trollope in one of his best revelations of character,
"he wag praylng that God might save him from being glad that hie wifo_
was. daad-".s-l’

If. was too late for the bishop t.f: reasgert his long-suppressed
feslings of confidence and ambition.. He had been controlled so com-
pletely that he was scarcely abla to make the ainpleﬁt decisions in the
diccesss . He would hav@ liked to mhmko p}a.ces with the newly icqu:lt.--
ted mmb.entat Ste Ewoldsi but necessity kept him in ths cathedral,
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vhere he "might have been a sufficiently good bishop, had it not been
that Nrs. Proudie was eo much more then a sufficiently good bishop's
wifo."35

Trollopets characterization of the typical absentee incumbent
is to be found in the owner of Grabbree Canonicorums

tha Honourgbls and Reverend Dr. Vesey Stanhope, who also

Tills the prebendal stall of Goosegorge in Barchester

Chapter, and holds the united rectory of Eiderdown and

Stogpingum, or Stoke Pinquium, as it should bs written.

This is the same Dr. Vesey Stanhope whose hospitable villa

on the lake of Como is s0 well known to the elite of

Englieh travellers, and whose tion of Lombard but-

terflies is suppose to be unigue.”

He had been chasing butterflies for twelve years, attributing his ab-
sence to a sore throat which the continentsl atmosphere alone sould im-
prove, when Bishop Proudie; at the insistence of Mr. Blope,finly ine
vited him back to the diocese.

Condescending to spend two or three montha in Barchester, Dr.
Stanhope arrived with his strange family. MNost conspicuous was a crip~
pled daughter who had been deserted by a worthless Italian but who
claimed that she was; by the marriage,

t1la 8ignora Madeline
tWessy Neroni 37
~-jata Stanhope
and demanded that she be ireated by all--sven Mrs. Proudie--as a countess:
Bortis, Dr. Stanhopats only son, wus & spoiled young man who, having besn
strikingly converted first to Catholicism and then to Judaiem, had gotten
heavily in debt in an attempt to become a sculptor in Palestine. The
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brunt of managing the household fell upon Charlotte, .the elder daughter,
who wes "a fine young womani and had she bsen & man, would have been a
vory ‘fine young m-"38

That Charlotte had turned out well was cortainly not owing to any
effort on her father's part. fHie sppearance was that of "a bensvolent
sleepy old lion," and all that he had demanded of his family was that his
dinner be ssrved on time..

That he had religlous convictions must be believed; but hs-

rarely obtruded them, even on his children. This abstinerice

on his part was not systematic, but very characteristio of

the man. It was not that he had predstermined never to in-

fluence their thoughtss but he was so habitually idle thst

his time for doing s0 had nevep come till the opportunity

for doing so was gone forsver ?

Although his income was ‘three thousend pounds per year, Dr. Stanhope was
continually in debts and althiough he sometimes regretted that he had
"ﬂl-'perr_omd his duties s a father and a clorgym,"".”. ho made no ef~.
rorﬁ to achange his habits. Trollope ag:;parontly saw no reason for allow=-
ing such a failure to remain on the scene and arranged for him to die of
apoplexy at hie Italien villa in [ogtor Thorna.

Porhaps the nost repulsive clergyman assooiated with the Barchester
diccese was Bishop Proudiets first chaplain, Mr. Obadiah Slope. His ac~
tivity and Iaz;pirationc in Barsetshire were limited to one volums, Bar-
ghestor Towarg, but he was frequently remembered throughout the subse-

qusnt novels in the series for his obnoxiousnease
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In early life Mr. Slope had been & sizar at Cambridge. Ha had
efterwards ingratiated himself with Mrs. Proudie ‘in Iondony and when the
bishop?s appointment to Barchester had been announced, he had secretly de-
termined to make his own rise in life by ¢linging to that poor mants cleri-
cal garments, . He fully realized that Dr. Proudie was not endowed with
qualities of leadership, and he decided that *he, Mr. Slope, would in ef-
fect be bishop of Barchester.™L In guch an endeavor he was doomed to
failure, but he was sonfidently wngware of his inability to oust Mnge.
Proudie from the post.

And 80 hs began his cmpaign crmy and oapabls, he played Mrs.
Proudis against the bishop and mnaged for a time to appear to be in sym=
pat.hy with boths It cannot be said that anyons was sympathetic towards
him in return. He Antagomga the chapter and all the cath;dmgeurg-
men by his very first sermon——a highly vitriolic diatribe against the Bar-
chester status qllm-—and h_e ke;_;t most of the townspeople at .q distance by

hia _phyaical,appaarande alonet

Hie hair is lank, and of a dull pale reddish huse It is
always formesd .int.o thres straight lumpy masses, esach brushed
with sdnirable precision, and cemented with much greasa; e v e
His face is nearly of the same colour as his hair, the

porhaps & little redder? it is not lmﬁko beef~=bael, how-
ever, ona would sav. of a bad quality,

When it came to theological matters he was a pharisee of the pharisees:

In doctrins, he, like his pat.ron, is tolerant of dig-
sent, if so strict-a mind can be called tolerant of
With Healo:nn-!lethodists he has somsthing in gommon, but hia
_soul trembles in agony at the iniquities of the Puseyites.
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Hie aversion is cax;ried to things outward as well as ine

warde His gall rises at a new church with a high pitched

roof} a full-breastsd black silk walctcoxt is with him a -

symbol of Satan} and a profans jest~hook would not, in his-

view, more foully desecrate the church seat of a Christien,

than & book of prayer printed with red lstters, and orna-

mented with a cross on the back. Moat active clergymen have

their hobby, and Sunday observancea are hise ¢ ¢ « The ®dese~

pration of the Sabbath,” as he delighte to call: it, is to him
meat and drinki—-he thrivea upon that ;a vpolicemen do on the
general ovil habits of the cmmity.

The only faction which might be said to:have seen in himanything
appealing were the. undiscerning ladies who wistookihis "pawing, greasy
Vly"““'.for serious attentien. When tha.time oame to draw battle lines
in Barchestsr, the chaplain found to his dismy that -he could ccunt on
the support only of mthe - onthusiasticany religious young ladiss, and
the middle-aged spinsters desirous of & move,” whose method of warfare
was to Work alippers md cuahions, a.nd hem bands for Hr- Slopa, m.ke ‘him
8 happy urtyr, and stick h:lm up in soms new Sion or Bet.hesda o 00 _"165

Slnpe's plan of attack on tha hishopric began with hia offort
to make a mtrimnial a}.limeo wibh ths Proudies' eldest dr.ughter. \'mon
she disdainfully refusad, he laxmched his campaign againat the Grarrhly
forces by try:l.ng to insult Mr. Harding enough to assure the sx=warden?s
refusal of his old posttion at Hirea'e Hospitals 'In the heat of the battle,
however, tho chaplain ohangsd his tactics, having nuddenly learncd that
Mre Huding'u \ddmd d.,ughtor had an Mependcnt imm that would _prove

useful in ﬂ.nanoing hie riee to powers In order to court hor, he had to

o
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appear to advance her father's interest. . *me about~face put him in sn
enbarrassing poaiticn at tho ‘palace which on].y his expart talent at deubla-
talk got him out of, and the astion ceme at the- ox.pensa of a suap:teiou
attitude ‘_!‘orlled in Mrs. Proudie's mind.

The price was dearly paid, for Elsancr, although oivil to him, had
no desire to become a part of his plans. Persigtent to the point of uuaoa;
he refused to take "vxo" for ‘an answer and was ultimately brought to admit
dafeat ohly by a resotniding and unladylike slep in the face.

Realizing fhat his readers were probably fomihg & degidedly bad
opinicn of the éhapuin; Trollops thought 1t worth whils to say eomsthing

in his béhalfs

. And hsre the suthor must beg it to be rewembersed that = .
¥r. Slope was not in all things a bad mans His motives, like
thoss of wost men, were mixed: and though his condugt was gen-
srally vary different from that which we would wish to praise,
it was actuated perhaps as often as that of the majority of.
the world by a desire to-do his duty. He belisved in the re-
1igion which he taught, harsh, unpalatable, uncharitabls as-
that religion was. He *believed those whom he wished to got
under his hoof, the Grantlys and Gwyunes of the church, to be
the enemies of that religion. He believed himself to be a .
pillar of strength, destined to do great things; and with that

subtle, selfish, ambiguous sophistry to which the minds of all
men are so aubjsct, he had taught himself to think that in do=

ing much for the promotion of his own lnterests he was doing
much also for ths promotion of religlons But Mr. Slope had -
never been agn immoral mane Indeed, he had resisted teaptations

to. nglity srith-a strength of purpose that was creditadle
to h

Notwithstanding his good mrala, the chaplain®s next mistake--his
infatuntion wi.t.h the alrndy married !hdana Heroni—-vu 'Y coat.ly error; .
and tho priue which ha had to pay for such & lmry as @ tako connt.eaa
was highor than ho could prudanﬂ:r have afforded. His attention to a

proy
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wozman whom the bishop?s wife detested was all that was necessary to
alienate him from Mrs. Proudiefs usiaﬁmo forever.

¥re 8lope was now bscoming desperate. With Mrs. Proudie against _'
hinm, !’tis days as the bishop?s chaplain were numbered. While he was cen-
templating his next move, the dean of the cathedral took to his deathbed.
As the spirits of that gentleman deulimé; those of Mr. Slope rose. Bee
fore the dean had even cempleted the geremorny of dying, the chaplain had |
declared hie candidacy for the office in letters to the Jupiter and to
Sir Nicholas l"it.nh:la‘.ln; a government, official whose good graces he had
courted for just such an occasion ae thia', and had brasenly asked Bishop
Proudie to recommend to the archbishop that he bs appointed.

- Thc Grantly tmtion; which m‘inoludad practically everyons in
Barchester except Mr. Slope himself, nseded only to convey a few well~
chosen words into a few wen-cbosan ecclesiastical ears and the chaplain's
ho'pea were ended, despite thc: Mx_" :#varabla editorial gomments upon
‘the presumptuous candidate. - When Mrs. Proudie lesarned of the upirjntiona
of her enexy, she demanded his immediate dimiss.al from his palage dutiess
_ﬁaaring that Mre Harding had been nominated for the deansry, Mr. 8lope
shook the dust of Barchester from his fost and returned to London, where
he eventually achieved fams as "ons of the most eloquent preachers and
plous clergymene™7 Trollope said that he married the widow of & sugar
refiner, but in Barchester circles it was ‘reported with spiteful satis-..
faction that he had been able to win no one more impressive than the

widow of a %Mndler-l‘w '
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The Reverend Francis Arabin of Oxford came to be involved in Bare
chester affairs through an invitation from Dr. Grantly,t‘_é:’ Join the local
battle against Mr., Slope. Such & request--that of conquering Low Chureh
tondenciu-wae one Mr. Arabin tound too. ohﬂlen;ing to decline. He wvas
& High m'mmhun, hinself; Meo high,. indeed, thnt. at one period of his
career he had all but toppled over into the gesapool of Rome.™? As fur~
ther induccmnt, Dre Grantly included in-his offer the living of St.
Ewolds, but Mre. Arabin would have coms aryway. He was alrowiimolyad
in a controversy=-begun in the Jupiter and carried on through other pub-
lications=-with Mr. Slope on the question of apostolic succession. The
chlplaih-contonded that "the main part. or the_ oonaamtion of a clerg;
man was the gelf-devotion of the ianer man to the duties of the nini:tm"
while Mr. Arab.tn stawnchly affirmed that a man had ™o single attributa
of a clergyman, unless he became so through the imposition of some bishopty
hand® in direct line back to the apostles.’

Mr. Arabin had been a star pupil at Oxford, a statament supported
by the fact that he had the Papmnﬁdﬁ attitude upon leavings "he was
Md to lock upon the rural clergymen of most English parishes with
contempt s n53 'Aft,g.r contact with a dedicated curate in a country parish
he effacted a reformation in his opinion of the professions He becaume
humble, yet remained "great in sermons, great in platforms, great at at-
ter dinner converaa’.tiéns,_ and elvayerpleasant as well as 81‘“*-"'.52 - 8l

“Ygarshoster Tovera aid The Harden, PP 325-326.
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the most important aspect of tho Church ror him was the Church as God's
sword: "ihat is all our work but fighting, and hard fighting?n53

And o he came to Barchester. The outcome of the battle has al~
ready been tolde Mr. Arabin, now "Doctor,™ won both Elsanor and the
deanery from Mre Slopee (Although the new dean probably would wish it
to be forgotm; acouracy necessitates mentioning that on the matter of
wooing Madame Neroni the two opponents were equally imprudent and equally
wunguccessfule) Be settled down to studious pursulte, engaging himself
Mo sifting and editing old acclesiastical litersture, and in produsing
*-hhc same articles newsnoh’

Mot until The lLast Ghronicle of Barcet did Dr. Arabin energe from
his deanery to take part in public affairs, and then only from & distance.
Indeed, had he not befriendsd Nre Grawley, he might have gone on his
scholarly expedition to Palsstine virtuslly wnoticed. As it happened,
on ths eve of his departure for the Holy land he gavs the perpetual ourate
an envelope in which he had phcd five bank notes in order to assist his
frisnd in some of his many debts. ' Unknown to him, Mrs. Arabin had ;anerted
in-the envelope & twenty-pound check which she had lately received as a
rent psyment on soms personal propertﬁ it was that check which Mr. Crawley
was subssquently muz-md of having stolens Ilhny thousands of words md_n
great quantity of heartbreaking investigation passed before Nrs. Arabin,
on a continental towr, leard of the curate’s plight and vindicated him.

The dean's return to Barchestsr was anticidmc_xtic, since matters had been .
set right befors he arrived, but he attempted to lﬂkﬁ amends for the mise
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take into which he had innoocently been drmwn, by placing ¥re Crawley in
the vicarage of 8t. Bwoldse

It has already been noted that Trollope sonsidered thetyps of edu-
cation clergymen received as a;ndar factor in thelr inability to begome
great churchmen. In Barcheater Towers he gave a brief but telling descripe
tion of one of the clerical masters at Oxford, a man responsible for the
training of such men as Dre Grantly and Drs Arabine

Tom Stapls, tutor of hama, was My decently clean liver™5S pmum
was inolined to indulge too frequently in port winee .His one passion in
1ife was the prevention of University reforas "The gtatu [sio] quo of
the University was his cnly idea of life, and any reformstion was as bad
to hin as death.#56 Students, he contended, should be allowed to conduct
themselves as they pleaseds by his aystem young clergymen cultivated &
taste for wild oate that was hard %o be rid of when the time cams to

settls down in a parishe

Such a young man was the Reverend Hark Hobarts. Brought up from
his cradls destined to ba & clergyman, sducatef at Harrow and Oxford, he
was given the nine~hundred-pound living of Prealey by lady Iufton as soon
as he took his degrees - His patronsss, a close friend of his father, also
thoughtfully provided the only thing he lacied, arranging a marriage with
an eligible young ladys" With every advantags, it soon becams apparent
what direction Mr. Robarts' education had taken. Almost as soon as hs
ﬁt pettled nt‘Frmloy,"lho beoams dissatisfied by the absence of social
contacts £o which he had grows scoustomed. He jumped eagerly ab invitae
tions to visit the landed gentry in Barsetshire, even when his absence
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nscessitated leaving his living in the hands of an incapable aurate.

Nathan Sowerby, Eaq. , ‘or Chaldicotes took & fancy to Mr. Robarts
because he saw in ths naive vicar a new source of monay to apply to
his worldly pursuits; and the new parson, pleased at being recognized
by a "great man," chesrfully and unquestioningly eigned notes for sums
that were eventually to bring him to poverty when his new friend playsd
him false. Receiving an invitetion to dins with Sowerby aad the Duke of
Olmitm; ‘figures highly detested at Framley oom; he fought a losing .
batiio with his gonseisnce and accepteds Befors the evening was over,
he was umccotmﬁably disappointeds  He was moving in the highest soolety,
Mout, what pleasure had coms to hin yet from these intimacies? « « » To
speak the truth he was not. over well pleassed with tu:aelf.nf’

Iady Inrton, too, was far from pleased with her pampered parson
88 _the months passed. "Early in ths vinter he had gona'to Chaldicotes
and 46 Gatherun castle; c;anaorting with gamblers, whigs, atheists, men
of looss plaaatiro; .and Proudeitess That she had condoned; and now he
was tuming out e hunting person.on her handa-"ss The latter was, in
her oyes, a ‘sin equnl to going over to Rome.

About thie time, Mr. Sowerby good-naturedly tried.to make amends
in advance for the notes which he knew he would never be able to _gssume.
Writing to Mr. Robarts from mw,_ he told the vicar that he had just
learned that a prebendal stall in Barsetshire had been vacated and that
he was taking the liberty of recommending his young friend for nppbintmnt.
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Prebendaries were usually middle-sged men who had worked for years to
gain recognition, and Mr. Robarts was 'ploeéeé.at 'the'st".;ol'cé of luck
that was bringing honor and eix hundred additional pounds to him while
he was yst. twenty-five ysars old. The honor was short~lived, however.
In rapid succession the notes came due, the vicar was unabls to pay, the
assessors arrived to evaluate all his possessions to bs taken in lieu of
the ballnce; and only the loan of the total funds by lady Lu?.ton"’s. son
kept the vicar and his fanily from being turned out utterly penniless.
Next, the Jupiter got wind of the procesdings and, in a scathing editorial,
demanded Mre Robarta'_reaigﬁntion from his new prebendal stall on the .
grounds of his highly irregular and reproach;ﬁlo private associations. '.
Trollope oredited the young parson?s humiliating downfall to his
too-easy rise to unsarned rewards. Becoming & wiser man the hard way,
.tho vicar managed a aoul-oontored reform, put his past follies behind
him, and went on to becoms ons of the most conscientious clergymen in
the dj:ocoglc. In The L&?& Chronicle of Barget he was one of Mre Crawlé}r's
Tow untailing supporters, posting bond so that the curate could resums
his parish dutiese As a mexber of the eccleaiastical board convened to
Judge f;he' poor man's t.tt_lneas to retain his clerical position, hs loyally
'dorendod the o.urate of Bogghi;tack; and he went' out of his way to minis~
tm- to the peraonal meda of the Crawley houaehold On nuUmMErous occasions.
‘rhe Reverend Josich Crawley of Hogglestock, upon whom so much
xigery alighted umuwim had appeared mm
Pargonage in the rols of soral advisor to young Mark Robartao A natrict
stern, unpleasant man"5¥ of forty, he had held his present living for
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some f:‘!.vo Yyoars after struggling in a remots par:lsh_ on the northern coast
of Corrarall for more than a decades The combined ordsal had led him, on
more than om'occision'enn_ before the incident of the stolen oheck, to
"oomplain with a bitter voice, crying out that the world was too hard for
him, khat his back was broken with his burden, that his God had deserted
hin, 060

Because of false pride he had no close friends--a fact which
grnat]& .ooncernad his wife; - "He 1s pining for the solace of some friend.
to whom he could talkeefor scme equal, with a mind educated like his own,
to whose thoughts he could listen, and to whom he could speak lils ‘own
thoughts, But such a friend must be his equal, not only in mind, but in
purse; and where can he aver find such 4 man‘as that7eSl e answer was
all too plain. And so he withdrew into himself, refusing all offers of
intimoy from follul' clergymen anxious to do something construstive to-
wards bettering his meagre exiut'noe.

The matter of the’chaeck has been immd to previcusly. Mr. Oraw-
ley, believing that it had been gim him by Dr. Arabin, cashed it without
giving it s second thought. It vas ‘then disgovered that ths check had _
originally belonged to & Mre Boma, a london businessman who was qui.t_a
convinced that he had lost it while vieiting the curates Town opinion,
bolstered by Mrs. Proudis's acousations, lost no tims in assuxing that
.tho parson had found the check a.nd, instead of returning it, had used it

to pay his debtes -Rather than call Dre Arabin a liar-for the dean wrote

back frén the Holy Land to say that he had given no check to his friend-
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Mr. Cravley met all ascusations by throwing up his hands passively and -
saying that if it had not come from thedhan,ho had no idea where he had
got it. Firnly, almost viciously, he refused the aid of lawyers and wonld
not even appear in court until carried t.herQ bodilys Ne evidence being ..
pronnteci in his bohalf; he was bound over for trial at the nexh gssi;zas. _

Whensver his wife ﬁ-iad to prod his memory about the sourc;_ of the
check, *he was terribly confused, contradictory, unintelligible ~-spesking
almost as & madman might speak-onding always by declaring that the cruelty
of the world had been too much for hin, t.hat. the waters were meeting over
his head, and prawing for God'a marey t.o remove him fmn tho |||~o:c°ll.¢l.'t62 The
only consolat.ion he seemed able to draw from liro wn.s that of indulg:ln; in
his grief without. restraint, . He brooded over the accusation untik he be-
gan to believe that he actually was & thief. Townspeople thought other-
fiae:, A% was the comeon opinion that he could not be considered a thief
_-bec.a-maa he was ﬁna_ md as a hst.ter-"”__ They were not entirely correct,
But it was brue thet at, times the curate’s mind tended to go off on tan-
gentss

Ono can pgrh;pg give !lra. Proudie credit for sinsersly wendering
vhat.hor or mt. Mre cmlay was rit to continue hia clerical duties. Her
mathod of pnjudm h.ts guilt and or tr:rmg to forcn hin from his pulpit _
eannnt be condnned, hmwr. .'l‘he best supporting tostimony of the ouratot,
nuaged :lnunity was tho manner in which, upon being summoned to the pa.hco
at her dmnd, he told her 1n no uncart.ain tem that she was a meddlesoms
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busybody. Orﬂ,yaminastatnofm:wssw\ndhm dared confront,
the Mhe-Beelsebubh 4n o head-on attack. wnd only a meduan could have
wotle .

Having displayed his determination to retain his owracy regardless.
of outgide pressurs, Mr. Crawley's next sisge of mslancholy led him te
conclude that 1% would be noble of him to resign of his ovn accord~to make,
as it were, the supreme sacrifice and thereby put to shams £1) who were
hounding him unmereifully,

He pitied himself with a commiseration that was sickly

in spite of its truthe :It was the fault of the man that he

was imbusd too sirongly with self-conscioumass. He gould do.

& great thing or two. He could kesp up hie courage in poaie

tions » » « He could tall the truth though truth should ruin

him. He could sacrifibe all that he had to duty. He could

.do Justice though the heaven should falls But he could not

forget 0 pay a tribute to himsslf for the greatnsss of his

own actionsj nor, when accepting with an effort of mesknses

the mummntudc'hythowﬂdtohh in retura for

his great worke onuldéha forget the great paymants made to

others for mﬂi worke ’

Imsardly proud of hie’ mtyrdou, he announced his decision to the ecclesiw
astical board.” The following Sundq, & parson of Mrs. Proudiets chooain; :
oonductcdthnaou]ntook ‘service while Mr. cmlqmdoapointotbeing
pitifully uwobtrusives

It canriot be said that he enjoyed his aisery) but it is certainly
true that when Mrs. Arabin's explanation vindicated him and incriminsted
the actual oulprit, Mr. Grindey was plessed that his monthe of mental tore
ture were now regarded by the comumity as proof that he was, indsed, a
mn who deserved all the pity that he could master.
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Unabated to the end, ‘the curatets pride almost preventad his ag-
cepting a new living; he belisved that it was offered to him solely in-
order that the family of Henry Grantly's new bride might nét appearto-
be poors ' "But at last Mré~Craviey condosconded to ~accept Ste Mlda."“
His condescension more than triplad his income and happﬂy ‘effected a
brighténing in his disposition-

Among the insignificant little ug'm in Barsetshire was Mpr.' Quiver-
ful, appearing first in This Warden as a ™eretched oleical Prism, who was
endeavoring to feod his poor Hecuba and a dogen little Heotorsn®? on the
scanty funds provided by his living at Puddingdale. His éntrange 1ito the
series r:sultod fronthaparplead.ng problem'of"‘whht' was t;:u'bs.égﬁ_s of :Bi'z‘-m'a
Hospitel after Mre Harding's né@tion.' 1t t(.aé.éugg'egted that the ex=
warden and the Puddingdsle incuebent "emhang-e.'poait'_ion'sr, for Mrs Quiverful
was 8o intert on the problems of his brood that he would be impsrvious to
any @n eriticien whichjniight; coms his wayf but the scheme wis droppad
when ¢1d Bishop Grantly disapproved.

With his yifg'==.';mua:|jy presenting him more mouths to feed, it was
urgent that Mrs Q\dwrﬁll campaign for some financial improvement in li-iél
lot; The accession of the Proudie regivs in Barghoster Towers and the re=
newal of the matter of the wardenship encouraged him to practice soms ‘apple-
polishing that won over L Proudle and Mre Slopec Trollope, with charsc=
teristic eympathy toward the man who was caught in a predicmnt created
by a mtan too big for hin, :l.ndicat.ed that under the circmtances, ‘with
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his family lacking the bare essantials of subsistence, Mr. Quiverful was
doing the best that could be expected.of him.

He was not wcm, as another might be who sat on an egaier

worldly seat, to stand well with thoss around him, to shun

a breath which night sully his name, or & rumour which might

affect his honoure Hercould not afford such niceties of

conduct, such moral luxuries. It must suffice for him to . -

be ordinarily honest acecording to the ordinary lonssty of 39’

worldts ways, and to let men's tongues wag as they would.™

Mr. Quiverml gained the wardennhip a.t the expense or some amious.
momants. Biahop Proudic continuad to faw:- Mre Hardin;; Hro Slopo vacile
latld between the ex-warden and the Puddin.gdale ca.ndidate u h:!.a mm for-
tunes appeared to depsnd ﬁrst on one and then on t.ha other. Only throngh

Pmudio*c decisin intcmnt:lon was the nt.tor sott.led. And nlthough
llr Hardin,g did m:-ﬁ.hin; posaiblo I'.o mot.h the way for his sugcessor by
peraonany introducin; him to the bednmn, Mr. Quiverful never was respected
in t.ho ofﬁeo as hia prcdenueor had boen-

On.‘!y two noro gliupsu of t.ho new warden are arforded the reader,
but they are mdicatiu or tha price that ha continued to pay ror hic
position. : uu. Promiio, upon heard.ng of lord Dunbello'c supposed reluo-
tance to mry amm Grmbly, sent. word demding that the nrden “dwell
on this subjoct. in mrning and mning lectur- at tha hosp:ltal on Sabbath
next, ahowinghew false 1s the trust whleh we Pﬂtinthﬁmﬂthin!' of

this world. H69 bm voudoru, as did Mr. Quinrml hﬂmolt, why Mre. Proudie
shoum be ao nm:‘.oua to warn tho ancicnt, bedridden bedesun of lnhiuoug
utrimn.{ul pro:]ectso Bor hold over the warden was sbill atmng in the

£inal volume of t.ho series; at her miat.ence h’ was lpmintod to serve on
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the cccleailst:tcnl board set up to- Judge Mre crmleyc Not only vas tho
ua:lgmsnt distaateml to Mri Quiverful} but he was obliged to foot the
‘bidl tor aJJ. expenses ‘Incurred as her amissaryo Fbrbunatcly, pis nd.fe
had booomu too involved in her duties as mistress of the hospital te con-
tinue the yurly lou-oftarings, a.nd he cou]d rejoice that his bndget had
to cover t.he mqniaitions of no mors than fourteen chﬂdrou and the bish-
op's wife.

Som of. 'h-ollopc'c clar.ical portraita m o mors than ﬂ.a.aheé, .
each one Just long emugh to suggest. t.ho aorry stats of the profesaiom

Griselda Grn.nt.ly in her yout-h had mntic v.laians of narrying the
_ Renrond Au;ust.us Groem, chicﬂ;r beuuse he had a conrortabla allowance
from hia father which ponl:ltted him to "devote the wholc pracoeds of his

' 0
curacy t.o violot glovu and mmeptional neck tioa.""

The rector of Greshmbmv, tha Raverend Calob Or:lal, was a man
devoted to his pmrossion; but he vas & ﬁ.afit as & par:lsh clargun. '
The onJ,r aerﬂco whioh delighted hin was tho one which he conductod at
el o'clock on vint.er mmings; and the only satisfastion he got rz-on
dife~~for attondancc nt his early utinn dropped from one to none when his
'.-lono commmicant raa‘lized that her dovotion did ot lead to natrinow—mg :
derived from ths 1mm-ﬂ ‘rewards of reuiuing calibato and raat.ing poriod.
doally 72
The §mall House at Allington contains’ the most ‘wnrenarkible parson

wmmmw. P 350,

- nmmp, , Doctor Thorne (Ipndom e Mo Dont & Sons Ltd., 1910),
p» 338,
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of Trollopets lots Mrs Boyd, tha vicar of Ammon, was described and
d.iucardod u:lt.h two wrds-ho was a n.,,., olorymm"?z He ruppemd

briefly in The Last M of Barset, still wexceptional in his ten-
dency to slesp during his gurate's aemons. @d to 'grw :i.nc‘zrua.inﬂy fat
and lagy.

Yot another minor figure was the Rovarend Evan Jones, aged curate .
of Franley, whose only charaotorist.ics Trollope noted were his eqtully
distasteful red faen, lwkvard feot, and low Ohureh principles. And then
there was Mr. 'rickler, a widowsr vit.h three chﬂdren to aupport fron the
pew=rents at the district ehumh in Bethnal Green. His claim to quut-ion-
abls fame rested in his being natr.imnimy ‘scceptabls to Oliv:la ?roudie.

Despite the numsrous clerical vehicles for his satire and critie
cism, Trollope on qccasion felt inolined to preach a faw sermons of his
own A study of the Ghronicles of Barset would be incomplete without
taking not.icc of thon. Broadly apelking-tho novelist gave his own &iiniom
in two rom, the earcastic Jest and the sordous lamente E:eerpta from
aeloctionu mprcunting uch type follow.

Hr. Slopn'a firat. sermon el:leit.ed thia digression by the novelisti

o e 12 EEL T S

of listening to sermons. No one but & preaching clergyman has,

in these realms, the power of compelling an audience to sit .
silent, and be tormenteds No cne but & preaching clergyman can

revel in platitudes, truisms, and untrhksms, and yet receive
as h}g mﬁ:putod pz’-ivilego,'tho same respsctful demsanour as
though vards of impassioned sloquense, or persnaaiva J.ogic,

w Bouse &MS.E {london and Torontot Je M.
Dent & Sons n.., 9:3m Pe e
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fell from his lipas « » o+ He 1s the bore of the sge, the old
man whom we Sinbads cannot shaks off, the nightmare that dise
turbs our Sunday rest, the incubus that overloads our religion
and makes God's service distastefule ¢ o o

With what complacency will @ young parson deduce falss
conglusions from misunderstood texts, and then thresten us with
all the penalties of Hades 1f we neglect to comply with the
injunctions he has given usd » + »

And here I must make a protest against the pretense, so
oftan put forward by the working olergy, that they are overe
burdened by the multitude of serwons to be preacheds » « ¢ I
have preached anine sermons this weel,? said a young friend to
me the other day, with hand languidly raised to his brow, the
picture of an over-burdened martyre Hins this week, seven
last week, four the week baforee I have preached
sermons this monthe It 12 really too muche.?! ¢Too mugh, ine
deed,® said I, shudderings 'too much for the strength of any
ones? 1Yas,? he answered meekly, *indeed it isj I an begine
ning to fesl it painfully.? ‘Would,? said 13 tyou could feel
itemrould that you could be made to feel it.* BEut hs r
guessed that my heart was wrung for the poor listeners.

No humor lightened this passage of oriticiss from Prazlev Parson-
age, prompted by the introduction of Mre Crawley?

On what principle the remuneration of our parish clergymen
was settled wh:g: the original settlement was made, no deepest,
keesnest lover of siddle-aged ecclesiastical black-letter
learning can, I take it, now say. That the priests were to
be paid from tithes of the parish produsce, out of which tithes
cortain other good things were to be bought and paid for,
such-as church repairs and eduation, of so much the most ol
us have an inklings ¢ » « But one cannot conceive that even
in this way any approximation could have been made, even in
those old wediaeval days, towards a falr proportioning of the
pay to the worke At any rats, it is clear enough that there
is no such sppreximation now. And what a screech would there
not bs among the clergy of the Church, even in these reform-
ing days, 1f any over-bold reformer were to suggost that such
an approximation be attempteds Let those who know clergymen,
and like them, and have lived with them, only fancy it8 + « «
Enolnsiuticaiwork to be basught and paid for according to
its quantity and qualityl

s, ons muy prophesy that we n
mfﬁmﬁﬂswumimmwmm...

T3parchester Jowers 8ad The Harden, ppe 252-253.
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Our present arrangement of parochial incomes is beloved as
being time-honoured, gentlemanlike, English, and piloturesques
We would fain. a.dharo to it closely as long as we can, but

we know that we do so by the force of our prejudices, and
not by that of our judgmente » o In other trades, profes~
eiona, and lines of life, men are paid according to their
uork. Let it bs 8o in the Church. Such will sooner or
later be the esdict of & q&l:ltaria.n. reforming, matter-of-
fact House of Parliament.

7"&&@: Pareonage, pps 137-13%




CHAPTER FOUR
MRSe OLIPHANT'S CARLINGPORD

It was hardly likely ‘that such an accomplished novelist as Trollope
could faid to be imitated. Mrse. Margaret Wilson Oliphant, daughter of one
Nomon_?orniat clergyman and husband of sncther, undertook in her Carling-
ford serdes of novels to delineats life in a rural town inhabited and in~-
vaded by factions representing a cross section of religious sentiment.

She was by no naana as talentsd 6:'-&: original as Trollope, and her plots
were frequently nothing more than ridiculously contrived variations upon

a Barchester theme: She turned out numerous pleces of hackwork filled
with t!iq'"utoék figures popular among the undiséemin;_ m.tseea’ of Victorian
readers but rightftﬁ.\y 1§nomd_today. - Although'a mmbax.-"of her novels were
Mh asgsocisted with Carlingford, the canon conserned direstly with the
clergy consisted t.)f MM (1863); The Bector (1863), The Perpetual
Qurste (1864), snd Phgobe, dusters A last Chronigle of Garlinsford (1876).

E:rnm;t A. Bakar, in The History of the English Novel, oompared the
tpproachoa. uployed by Trollope and Mrs..Oliphant:

It was not by accident both she and Trollops employed

the olerical gambits « « « ~ Trollope had the wi:!er out=
Aoelk, but both had the same sort of aims. Class #ter
tinetions, or, as Mrss Oliphant put it, "the gerennial
inequality betwsen the two halves of manicind," and ine
heart-burnings as well ap the spites and affectations of
which they are ths gource, furnished-ingthe last analysis
half the efficient motives in the novels of both. ' Quag~
tions of doctrine or of conscience are of less importance,
especially in Trollope, than the nlce gradations between
the higher dignitaries and the humble minister of the

e main point in the novels of either,

gospel. But th
h is betwesn High and Low Church, Church
::;u(;;z:p:g: gil" :ver the succession to a living or the
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Prerogatives of a rector in his own pi.r:lah inevitably
bringe affairs into the publio arens.”

Mrs. Oliphant, however. would not acknowledge her indebtednsss to

the creator of Barsetshire., Her lack of literary appreciation was ex~-
pressed through the heroine of Ehooke, Junior, who remarked decisively

that Mone reads Hiss Yonge for the church. Mre Trollope is good for that.
too. but not so good. A1l that I know of clepgyments fandlies, Ihuegot
from lm'-"2 Mies Yonge was a diaciple of Kebls, aud her novels were tull )
of High Church moralitys but even The Ralex Chain, her most religious mval,
did not contain a meonorable clergyman.

volume

The most concise desordiption of Carlingford appeared in the third

of the seriens

In cnrlingrord proper there is no trade, no manufactures,
no anything in partioular, except very pleasant parties
and a supsrior class of peoplse ¢ o« But 4in ovary con-
aunity some centre of life is nscessary. This po

round which everything circles, is in Oax'lingford, i‘ound
in the clergy.  They are the administrators of the common-
wealth, the only peopls who have dofined and compulsory

duties to give a sharp outlins to 1ife.3
Thero were three religious establishments in clrlingtord, and each

served a specific porticn of socletys Salem Chapel was tlis only Dissenting
place of worship in the vicinity; it catered to the tastes of the tradesmen—
buiarmko'rs and dressmakers. - d&rlin;ford Church, presidsd over by a series
of rectors, served the oppoaita end of the soclal scale and numbsred among
1ta communicants the most prospsrous and influential men of the commnity.

lirnest A. Baker, The History of ihe English Novel, vol. 10 (London

He Fo & G. mtherby, 1935), pe 202

Sarlingford (laipuisi Be

1870),

garet gmm mr_t mnﬂg
ey, Hax onm Tauchnits, 1876), vol. 1, p. 309, e

SMrs. Oliphent, The Perpetual Curate (Leipsigs Bernhard Tauchnits,
vol. 1, pp» T=8e
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The middle class in Carlingford sttended St. Royus's, a High Church chapel-
of-sass whose undefined parish overlapped, by wwritten agresment, the
territory of f;he Gu];ingfoiﬁ rsctor- U'nder-m.:rml. cifcmtinoés, the three
congregations kept strictly to Wﬂa;'.m both rel:igi.c;ue and: necular
hnttore- _

At the opening of galsm Chapel, the status guo in Carlingford's
olerical circles was disrupted by the arrival of & new minister &t the Dis
senting chapel. Arthur Vincent, fresh from Homerton and full of lofty
idealism, had lttle idea of the kind of spiritual commmity he had entereds
‘He knew that Disssnters were locked down upon and that they were axpécf;ed
by' A.ngliclns to "ceep in their own 1'.!J.a-<:'o,'i but he re;gérded 'sucl.l‘det.ails'

lightlyy

Mr. Vinsent, who had been brought up upon the "Nongonformist®
and the "Eclectic Review," was strongly impressed with the
idea that the Church Establishment, though outwardly pros-
perous, was in reality a profoundly rotten institution; that
the Nongonforming position of the English public was the
party of progressj that the eyss of the world were turned upon
the Dissenting interesty and that his own youthful eloqusnce
and the Voluntary principle wers quite enough to counterbal-
ance all the ecclesiastical advantages on the other side, and
make for himself a position of the highest influence in his
new sphere. « « A1l ha wanted-—all any man worthy of his
post vanted--was a spot of standing-groupd and an opportunity.
of making the Truthe-and himpslf-~known.

Mr., Vincent soon discovered that three things were expected of him.
Pirst, he was to pre‘ach‘r:lm sermons~~fothing very stimulating, indeed,
to the sentimsnts and affections™ but full of eloquence, thought, and an
honast entrance into aJ.l thé giftticulties of the aubjoat.ﬁSSooopd, hs was

fitrs. 0liphant, Salew Chapel (New York: George Munro, Publisher,
1884), p. 5.

SIbide
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to appear daily for teacith his members, being cereful to distribute

his visits equally among the Salem familiss.,. Third, he was not, under
any circumstances, to try to mix in.Carlingford socistys - These thres
edicts made life far from pleasant for the new minister, and he was dis-
couraged by the prospscts in views M"here were no grand struggles in
(!».rl:l.n.g!’ord,"6 but thers wers tea parties 24 pausqam among ignorant people
who prided themselves upon ﬂm-displw,;youfknmmthing but a heartj-.
esetin?, sorry to part, and happy to meet again;"’-

The greatest thorn in Mr. Vincentfs flesh was having to submit to
dictation from his descons. Chief offender in that body was the well
meaning buttermaker, Samusl Toser, who alwaye had a word of advices

"I'd say give it 'em a little more plain-emeaning the .

Church folks. It's expeoted of a new mans I'd touch

'em up in the State~Church line, Mr. Vincent, if I was

youe Oive us a coorse [aic) upon the enomalies, and that

sort of thingw-the bishops: in their palaces, and the . -

fisherman &s waz the start of it all; there's a deal to

be dons in that waye s e «  Not,” added the deacon, re= -

membaring in time to add that nscessary salve to the -

gonascience~-Mmot as I would have you neglect what's more
ant} but, after all, what is more important, Mr.

Lmport.
Vingent, than freedgu of opinion and choosing your own
religious teacheri

Shortly after his arrival, the new minister umwittingly sealed his
doom as far as ons segment of..hia congregation was concernad--hs fell in
love with the richest, most beautiful young widow in Carlingfords Every
mother at Salem Chapel took Mre Vincent!s helpless infatuitionas a per-

sonal insults Mrs. To_sei was especially offended by the clergyman's failure
to court her plump and pink daughter Phoebs, whom she threw in his path at

every opportunity.

éIbids, po 32+
‘7224"0 Pe Be:
8rbid., pe 25.
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Mre Vincent, frustrated by the suspleion that Lady Western had no
desire to return his devotion, locked himself in his rooms and tried to
devote himself instead to study. He sat for daye with a blank sheet of
Paper before him, aceomplishing nothing except scquiring & reputation
for being exceptionally studious. In reality, he dashed off his sermons
in last-minute desperation and was all the more confounded and disgusted
when his congregation could not tell the dii’forenoe. They airily congratu-
lated him on the grut results of his deep congentration and rewarded his
efforts by hiring the town music hall for & series of lectures. Some
favored obarging a sixpsnce adnission fae for the privilege of hearing so
learned & speaker, but Tozer stated the bald truth when he. said, "If we was
amusint the people; we might charge sixpence a-head; but mark my words,
there ain’t twenty men in Carlingford, nor in no other place, as would
give sixpence to have their minds lnl:lghtenod."g Mre. Vincent, "an evan-
-solist whom the state did not recognize and with whom mammon had little
enough to do," dutifully lawnched the fras lostures with a vehement de~
nunciation of Mhe heinous evils of rich livings, episcopal palaces, and
spiritual lords."m

'm. youn; putor nlso tried to uks up i‘or hia mgloct. of the cone
mgation throush an extensive via:l.tation progrn anong the poor and tho
ainful 1n the oouunity- " But 1ike Gooffry wnd;oou, he was a ta.ilnrel

Abeolutc vmt, suffering, and sorrow were comparatively

new to himj and being yet a stranger to philenthropio

not at ell sympathetic, the minister of
g:llt::. :c’»nd‘:cdud himself in & way which would have ¢alled

forth the profoundest oentompt and pity of the curate of

TIbide, P 490
10044, pe 48s
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;ﬁmg.ﬁhcmhadm ‘been a branch of study at -

At this point arcse preposterous complications in the plot, During
his visits he met a poor woman, Mrs. Hilyard, who was in some strange way .
connscted with the affairs of Lady Western. Hrese Hilyard had a daughter
whon she was anxious to keep out of the clutches of her ex-husbandj so
Mre Vinoent suggested that shs send the child to live with his mother and
sister in a distant towns As it happsned, Mrse Hilyard's former husband,
who was using the asgumed name of Fordham, was in the process of trying
to marry Mr. Vincent's sister. When Mrs. Vincent came to Carlingford to
tell her son that she distrustsd the suitor, the villain soizod the oppor-
tunity to kidnap his swestheart and Mrs. Hilyard's daughter.

That was just the beginnings Mre Vincant loft immediately to track
down his sister; upon arrival-at Fordhsa's lodgings in london he discovered
that the villein's real name was Milmsy and that he had been using the name
of & dival ofrim ¥ho bad recently returned Lo the country after a twelve-
year absences Horeowr, ‘the real FOrdhan was in love with lady ’leat.orn.
Mr. Vincent finally traced his sister to a seaporty but when he arrived
there, he found that Milmay hed been shot, that Sussn Vincent had been ac-
cused of sttempting to murder him, and that sho had eluded detective of- '
ficers sent to cepture here The Salem minister did a bit of aleuthing on’
his own and found that 1t was Mrs. Hllyard—-in reality lady Russell-who
had shot m in an gt,f.gmpl‘. to recover her childe Nre Vincent threatened

to turn har over to the poneo but nlontcd when she promised to extract

Dybide, pe 730



from the dying man a statement glearing Susan’s nams,

Not knowing whare to look for his sister, Mr. Vincent returned to
Carlingford to find all Salem Chapel in an uproar over his sudden departures
* Toser, angry that the lesture series had besn interrupted, rebuked t.ho.:
-clergymant "Them as likes to please themsslves would be far better in a
State Churgh, whers it wouldn't disappoint nobody. « « § but 3 the chapel
folks is a little partiocular, it'e no more nor a paster?s duty to bear with
them.™2 ' The buttersan also complained to Mrs. Vincent about her son's
fitness to continus teaching, hinting that the pastor had a lax conscience
12 he Gould let _priva'te whims distract him from his public duties.

The bf_ﬁet of such apba.lling lack of sympathy for his personal mis-.
fortunss was & moral blow to Mr. Vingent. "For the first. time in the gom-
motion of his soul, in the 'nmtm;nt and forsbodings to which he gmre no
utterance, in the bitter conviction of uncertainty in. Oﬂﬂthins Vhich con=
sumed his heart, & doubt of his own ability to teach came 5.nt,o his heart.m

Susan finall;r made her way to Carlingford, nrrivlng in a delirioua

state that bordcred on manity- The town doctor offered 1o hopc of her

raomry unleas she oould be brought. to recall ths oventa of the night.

during which the ahooting oocurred- Toaor recognigzed the strain of having
a lunatic in the ministerts lodgings, but he consolsed Mr. Vincent hv telling

him that gv;n in the j.idat of caianity he gould continue seving souls. Ths

pastor was stipefied by the remarks

Saving ~Beaven him} the worde rang in his
souls! he ”mhzl..p. » «. Saving soulst What did
Could he, and such as he, umwitting of

it means ¢ ¢ 7 do anything to that prodigious

half the xvsterioa of 1lifs,.

-n.' Pe: 10?0
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work? . The end of it 2ll was s eonfused resognition
-of the Ons half-known, half-identified, who, if ‘ﬂ
hope were to be had, held that hope in His hands.*% -

In the midst of his anguish, the clergyman discovered thst the mem=
tors of Salem Chapel were displeased by his failurs to visit sach member
persenzlly in order to apologise for his preoccupation with family matters.
That was the last straw. On the following Sunday the indignant Mr.. Vincent
called a spscial meeting of the congregation, saying that he kad an announge-
nent to make.

Pearing the outcoms of such a meeting, Toger came to his senses and

berated his fellow members for their attitudes

"It%s the way of some folks in our connection, ladies and
gentlemen; a minister ain't to be allowed to go on tuilde

ing up a chapel and making hisgelf useful in the worlde

Ho ain't to be left alons to do his dooty as his best friends
approve. He's got to be toock down out of his pulpit, and

took to pleces behind his back, and made a talk and a scandal
of to the whole connection It's not his preaching as hels
Judged by, nor his dooty to the sick and dyint, nor any of

them things as he was called to be pastor for; but itts if hets
ssen going to one house more nor another, or if he calls often
enough on this one or tfother, and goes to all the tea-drinkings.
s o-» . I could reckon up as many &8s six or seven as has been
drove off alreadys and I ask you, ladies end gentlemen, what's
the good of subscribing and keeping up of colleges and so forth,
if that's how youtre a~going to serve every clever man as trusts

hisgelf to be your pastor

It was too late, however, to alter Mr. Vincent's disillusionsd opinion
of the spiritual level of Salem Chapel. Using as his text "love one another,®
he said that he had éome to .tfw ‘painful conclusion that Dissenters in Carling-
ford aiﬁ not understand the concept of loves ' Then he read his resignations

T e e rare cenaired 20, 16 WAL 790 » + + Thg.

k over xy faulte and give me & new trial.
;oan:’gf::da?ti::e' who hge boasted in xy day that I recaived

VMMH - ].'-85 =186+
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my titls to ordination from no bishop, from no temporal
‘provision, from no traditionary church, but from the

hands of the people. Parhaps I am lese sure than I was

‘at first; when you were all disposed to praise me, that

the voige of the psople is the voice of Oodj but, howsver
that may be, what I received from you I can but render

up to yous If there is any truth in the old phrass which
calls a church a cure of souls, it is certain that oo oure
of souls can be delagated to a preachsr by the souls theme
selves who are to be in his cars. I find wy old theories
inadequate to the position in which I find myaelf, and all
I oan do is to give up the post whore they have lsft me
in the lurch. I am eithsr your servant, responsible to you,.
or lgodig servant, responsihls to Him~-which is 1t? I cannot
tell.”

¥rs. Oliphant polished off the rest of the clergyman's life briefly.
His sister, charmed back to sanity by lady Russellts daughter, recovered and
was acquitteds lady Western ended all his romantic dreams by marrying Ford-
hu'. &-. Vincent declined to acospt threse other Dissen.ting pﬁ_l_pita which
wére offered him and devoted himself instead Lo abstract idealism:

A Church of the Puture-—-an ideal corporation, grand and
primitive, not yst realized, but surely peal, to becoms
one day-~ghons before his eyes, as it shines before so -
many; but, in the meantime, the Nonconformist went into
1iterature, as was natursl, and was, it is belioved in
Carlingford, the founder of the "Philosophical Review,®
that new organ of public opinione -He had his battls to
fight and fought it out in eilence, saying little t0 any
one. ' Sundry old arrows wers in his heart, still quiver-
ing by times ss he fought with the devil and the world -
in his desert; but he thought himself almost prosperous,
and perfectly composed and eased of all faneiful and
sentimental sorrows, when he went, two or three years
after thess events, to Folkestons, to meet his mother and
sister, who had been living abroad, eway from him, with
their chargs, and to bring them to the little house he had
prepared for them in londen, and whers he said to himself
he was prepared, along with them—a eontigtod but neutral-~
colored household~-~to live out his life.

Mm." )30- 27‘&‘
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. Salem Chapel alao contained glimpses of several minor Nonconformist
clergymens Mre Tufton, Mr. Vincent's infirm and incompetent predecusor, ‘
lived in retirement in Carlingford, harried the new minister With advice,
and cherished the delusion that no one could equal his ‘own comtribution

" o0 the advance of Dissent.  Mr. Bailey ot neighhoring Parsonts Grean was -

a euccess in his pulpit-ﬂha had a hiatorical coorsa in t,he evenings, and

& ooorse upon the eighth of Romans in tho morning, and it vas astoninhil‘u:l
to eee how they tookne=18 put he was pressured into resigning becauae the
deacone' u:lves thoughb hia wii‘e gavo hcxaoll’ a.irs . The mst popular mine
ister to put in an aopeamco at Salem Chapel wasg. t.he Reversnd Mr. Raffles
of Sheehm-y, who waa :ln great, demand as a apeaker at clmreh-spmaored teas. .

worda 1’011 fron his ups like honayz

Hro wﬂes mde te one or his best speeoheat he kept
his auvdience in uq::rpstual {flutter of laughter and ap~

"plause: hs set forth all the excellencies of the new .
:ilziat:r with such detail and fullness as only the vainest

" could have swellowsd. + s . He praised Mo Tufton, the
venarable father of the commmity; hs praised the admirable

he praised the arrangements,  In short, Mr, 8
:m:;:d mxybody and evuwbody applaudad Mre Mﬂesqg

Hr. vmuent's euccessor, & college friend from Homsrton, was an :lnatanf.

aunceu. e ho was not guite equal to Mre Vinc-nt 1n the pulpit, he was

much more complaiamt at 311 the toa-partieﬂo"zq within six months after h:la |

. nrri\ral he mgm-d Phosbe Toe.ar, tha:.r rise in 111‘3 1s the subject of m
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_Ihe Egm:, sscond ml in tha clerical seriee, was of mvalatu
hngth. It, tno, dealt with a new ministerts impact upon acelesinaucal
oircles in Carlingford. Like Arthur Vinaant, the Reverend Mr. Morlay .
Prootor came to tha town i‘rit.h,iw previous pastoral mﬂem; he had =
been engaged ia classical research at Al1-Souls, Qxford, for i‘iftem yoars
after taking his dagm. Before his arrival thers was much apeculatim :
abcut his probabh ‘reaction to the Carlingiord eharch, which had besn split
by hia mdecassort ' ‘ ‘

He was highla' epokan of, evarybody knews but nobody
' kmuhohad spoken highly of him, nor had been able to

. find out, even by inference, what were his viewse The
Church had been low dwring the last rectortfs reign—pro=-

- foundly low--lost in the deepest abysses of Evangelicalisms
A determined inclination to preach to everybody had seized
. upon that good man's braini hs had half emptied Salem
Chapel, thsre could be no doubtj but, on the cther h“gﬁ
hoha“mthanhalfﬁlledumchspolofm.m L
‘ Mr. Proctoz-'s pariahiomrs km no more abotxt him amr ha took up
residance at the mcwry than they had known befores ‘i‘hay antcrt.aimd hin
at an endlesa aacnassian of dimer parties tut were unable to gain @ xtata-.w,. ,
| ment of his pos:ttian on any uhurch iseuaso The new mtor mintaimd & ahy

| raxem, thmade 1o inmvatims whatowr, snd nsver preached a sermon or a " ‘

Wrdmom thanmabsolutels nsceﬁeary"zg | R
*m&y?meter's one great fear :}.n life wae that. coms woman would

oM nponhm m&ms&ad "mmyhi:abofom helmwwhathemabm n23

To pr@teat. h:imsalt‘ fmm such & calandty, he invited hia mther to coea tm

‘ mﬁm. onmme, mw and The Dogtorts Farily (Leipzig: Berne
hard Tauchnits, 1670), pe 8 |

- ®1pid., po Do
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Devonshire to live with him. She was a ga;yold goul. Ma hundred years or
80 younger than the Root.orﬂz’ in mental outlook, and she delighted in
teasing her son that orxa of tha two wodehouse daughters would pounce upon
- him and ecarry him otf to her 1air Mre Proctor took his mother seriously.
- In fear and trembling he shut himself up {rom nll coci.ety for ten days but
finally decided that, he could vanture out on ahox-t. sorties with impunity.
Still, the livod not 1n falss eeourity but wiae ‘trembling, never knowing
what hmn- the thmerholt might fall upon hie heaa.u?S -

It was for reasons far removed from matrimony that the rector's
career cm to a hasty and remarkable conuluaion. ‘One afterncon as he waa
out walking he was hastily swmwned into & house whers a woman lay Qying.‘
At first, the aurpriaod man refused to enter the patient's rooms

" He had not his prsyer—book-—-!w was not prepared; he had no

idea of being called upon in such an emergencys « « o :ma

" Rector stood uncertain and perplexed, perhaps in a more
serious personal difficulty than had sver bappened to him

ox what bad he to o8y o aiy om0 Shat aretd vergs T

Finding himsalf in the wonsan‘s preaonee, Hr‘ Proctor was at a Wte.
1oaa fcr worda. When she told him that her mind was uneasy, he advised her
to havo confidenee :ln ber physiciam When she Pﬂintedly confessed that she
r soul, he gkasrdly said that he hoped she was not ill enough
Forbunately, the curate of St. Roque!g ar-

de manner set the suffering woman at ease.

femd for he
to mrry abont such mattera-

ri.vod and with an efficiant bedsi
‘Ia ambmasamnﬁ and consternation, Mr. Proctor went home to his

2UIptg., po 20
251p1de, pe 370
26rb1d., po 38
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: st.udy fillod with doubts about hia calling: ‘

Far the firat. tims in his life he set himself to. inquire
what was his supposed business in this worlde His trea-
tise on the Greek verb, and his new edition of Sophocles,
were highly croditable to the Pellow of All-Soulsj but
how about the Rector of Carlingford? What was he doing -

- here, among that little world of human creatures who were
dying, being born, perishing, suffering, falling into
msfortune and anguish, and all manner of human vicissi-

~ tudes, every day? « » + Was he a Christian priest, or
- what was he? He was troubled to the very depths of his
souls To hold an office the duties of which he could not

~ perforn, was clearly impossible. The only question, and
that a hard one, was, whether he could learn to discharge

. those dutiasé or whethar he must ceass to be Rector of
Carlingford. 7

With v mao:ma qusstiens lingering in his mind and with s wistful
am:ioty ‘to do his dut.y, the z-eetor preached as usual on the following Sunde.y,
delivaring a "smooth 1ittle sermon, which nobody carsd much about, and which
dlsturbed nobody.™® His limited ministry might have gone on indetinitely
had thers not been anothcr doath among his parishioners; but such an ovent,
‘through which he stwggled with a "horrible abstractness, n2? comrinced him
| that he ought to meurn to thord and give the carlingford living to a fellow
scholar A'whom turn was amch mwre to be a working olergymn than a chssical
comentator."’a - ‘

But Km Prootor tound that he was no longer content in his uttle a

coooon at m-SOuls; for mfo, after all, did not consist of booka, nor

wex-e Greek varbs assantial to happiness."a He longed f°¥' the Wl‘k ‘that he  ‘

oy

z'fmg, Poe boekTe
28704, pe 490
29Ibids, pe 51e
3mmag., pe 59
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had re,}ected, and at the close of Jhe Perpetual Curate he paid another visit
to Carlingrord, married the eldar Miss Wodehouse, and settled down to spend
the remainder of his life in a remote pargonages ‘
It would be difficult to dacida betwaan The zgw; Curate or
' P__Ll,?_c;_!gg, Mgg_ if ons wers selecting the least satisfying novel in the
Carlingford ohronicles. Baker terned fhe Perpetual Gurate "much ado sbout
&Bsalg;dy xiothing."az and the reader is prone to agree with him long before
the cn;:! of the two-volume relation of the trials and tribulationa. of the
Reverend Frank Wentworth, whom Baker classified as & “wosan's man, a chara-
ing young féllow of the loftiest principle but far too good to be true 83
“Mr. Ventworth had been in Carlingford during the insusbency of Mr.
Vingent and of Hr. Prootor, but his work had gone awathly and he had not |
drawn any. widespread attention. Although people knew that he Theld views ‘
of the most dangérous conplead.on, and indeed was as near Fome as a strong
and lorty conviction of the really superior aatholieit.y ox‘ the Anglican
Church would permit him to be,"3% they had & high personal regard for his
devotion to his duties and his missionary activities among the poverty-
‘stricken families in the run-down area of town known as Wharfside. " '
| " Young Mr. Wentworth felt himself destined for bstter things in lif§¢
Hia salary as perpetusl curate was not sufficient %o permit his marriage "
to the younger Kigg Wodshouge, but he 1ooked forward to receiving the living
" at Skelmersdals, & bensfice cwned by his three maiden auntse The drwbmk
. w&é that the women wers Evangslical to the core and wanted none of his

 32paker, ope gites PP 202-2030
331bid., p. 205 ,
34qne Perpetusl Gurate, vols 1, pe 9



Romishness, which they blamed on his educations
‘It is all owing to the bad advisers young men meet with
at the universities; and how can it be otherwise as long
as tutors and professors are chosen just for their learn-

ing, without any regard to their principles? what is .
Greek and Iatin in comparison wit.h a pinns guida for the

young?35 : ; :

Arviving unannounced on Easter Sunday, they were appalled by the
amplicta of the choir, the flowers on the altar, and ‘their nephew's sormons
The hti".er‘ consisted of Mvery fcho’ico‘ 1ittle sentences® which praised the
Church tci-.proaar;ving“ the memory of such en important oceasion without men~
tiozling any of the reasons for allocating divine significance to the day.
Mre Weutworth had a habit of preaching "very clcvar little sermens, but
atill :I.t is undsniahla that a man has lass scops, not only for o:-atory, bux,
for all that ia worthy of regard in humn speach, whan, instead of the ever-
la.sting reciprocations between huven and earth, he ocoupies himself only
with a set of ccalesiastioal arrangementa, ﬁowaver perfact.ﬂ:"‘s

- Here, a8 In M Chapel, the plot ran away without the leaat sense .
or cx;dj_bmt.y. For no apparent reason, Mr. Hentworth's aunta decided t.o
set,t].e indefinitely in carlingrord. At the same time, a mysterious and

vdigmput‘m ‘stranger took up lodgings with ths perpetual curates Shoruy
| thereafter, the niece of & local mrchant disappoax-ed, and, because he had

been talking to the girl the day ghe was last seen, Mr. went.worth was chargad
with her abdaction. The surate did not bother to declare hiz 1nnocenaa, A
b‘iﬁa prggggupigd with trying to talk his brother Gcrald out of renouxming

~ his Anglican regtory in order to become a Catholis pr:lest.

W

‘BSM’QP‘* 43+
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. Tongues wagged, and public‘opi;nion against the curate continusd to
mount $ ’ f

"I can't faney hs looka gtﬁ.lty, an eager voice hara and |
there kept saying over and over. But on the whole, after
they had got over the momentary impression mads by his
‘presence and aspect, the opinion of Carlingford remained

d, which wase-that, notwithstanding all the evi-
dence of his previous liro, it was quite believable that
Mr. Wentworth was a seducer and a villain, and ought to
be brought to condign punishment; but t.hat in the mean~-

itiviex it was very interesting to watch the progress of
this startling little drama, and that he himself, instead

of merely being the Curate of St. Roquets, had becoma a
most captivating enigma, and had made church-going itselt
_halfasgcodasaplagé o . S
Eha Ravemnd Mre wi}.liam !brgan, srho had follmd Hr. Prc»ctor as
mtorog Carlingford Church, .m delighted to have an opportunity to ‘pt;t -
Hr. m&ﬁmn in hié plaevel; | Be had falt; evér lsinca coming to carlingrord,
that the t.own was not. h&g cnough to hcld them both, for he was convinced
~that the curatets. Wharfaide niaaioa infringed on rectory tarritory. mg
~ rector therefore oalled an egelesustical panel to investigate the curate's
private 1ife and té\ &ét;nﬁiim‘ whether or not he was morally fit to retain
| his positions S . ; o L o
| 01d Mre ﬂodehouse died beforo the trial could be held, and tha
strangsr whom Mr. Wentworth had been harboring cane out of hiding and de-
" claradhimself to be the deceased mants son. When the trial oormnad, one
| 'of Mr. Wentworth's azmta elsctrified the court by producing the girl whon

the qurate had boen ‘acoused of abducting} the girl adwitted sheepishly that

» she had _gone j,nto hiding of her own accord at the request ot the newly
d:!,acmrod Wodehouss heirs "
 What, ur.. wcntworth's notives were 4n the first plack for taking in

31554, volu 2, pe 410



Wodehouse never was made clsar. Nor did Mrs. Oliphant satisfactorily ex-
plain how the curatets prin aunt got involved in tha pwceedings. Heving
gotten in her quota of suspense, the novelist blandly allowed Wodehouse and
the aerohant's nisce to go away together«iaaxplicably 1eaving behind the
fanily fox-tm he had so racontlg acquirad——and permitted the Wentworth
a.nnts to pack their trunks and retum to Ske.'!mersdalm ‘
Heamfh:ua Hr. Wentworth had baem zaaloualy trying to fuupreu upon

. 'Gerald the ract that he conld not nimplr degert hia wife and asven children

in ordar to beaom a Cathalie priest. But Gerald was adamnm. If he could
not be a priaat, he would at haa’t ba a Gathelia laymnm ; :
' “S[y dear Frank, I want & church which is not. a hlman institu-
- tione In England it geems to be the rule of faith that every
man may belisve as he plesses. Thers is no authority either
to decide or to punishs If you can foresee what that may lead

us to, I cannots I take refuge in the true Church, where alons” 8
thers is certainty--whers there is authority clear and decia.’me.'a

| 'Frank'a robubtal waa: -

"Instead of a church happﬂy 80 far inperfcct, that & man can
" put his 1ife to the bsst ascount in it, without absolutely
delivering up his intellsct to a set of doctrines, you saek a-

" perfact Church, in which, for a symmy rical aystem of doctrine,
you losa tha u;e of your existance! 3 A

| A delicate queatiort now az*osm 8inea Gerald was datemlned to raa:lgn

-hia Anglicgn uving, why ahould not. Frank mms it.? It waa apparem'. t.hat
his amts vould bostow tho Skomnarsdaln liﬂn! ‘lp‘m an Emaelioal candidate,
and Frank had no hopo of narrying his daar lney Wodshouse nnlcse he ware to
receive a pvcmtion fr-om hie preeane curs. With unbelievable nnsoltiahnesa,
the curatt piously anmunced that he nmst remain in Garlinzrord in order to
continue his wharfaida pmdect, even if it meant that his own wishes must

- be sanriﬁcoé.

39M" PP 2@7-2086
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. Mra. Oliphmt was too kindhearted to let such virtus go unrmniedx
&0 she m&ngod for Km bbrgan to be offemd an attmtiva living ina
distant pax-:leh. The rect.or, anhamd of his attitude towaré Hre Wentworth,
memnimunly recommended that thc densrvin; perpetual cm-ate bs appointed
ractor of Carling:ord cnurcm The author probably raaliaed that Mre Mo~
san's abeut.«—race was the rinal imonaistamy in an mcmdibh plot, for |
ehe a-nmd one af the Miss Wentworths to eayt

f'I suppose this s what fools call poatical Jnstice
. which is just of a piece with everything else that is
‘ postical~-weak folly and nonsenss that no sensibls man
- . would have anything to say to. How a young man like you,
who know how to conduct yourself in some things, and have,
.- X don't deny, many good gualities, can give in to come to
an ending like & trashy novel, is more than I can under~
- stands You are ﬁttobeputinabookortiasoodnchnd
seriesy Frank, as an illustration of the reward of virtue,
. and, of course, you are going to marry and live happily
ever after, ukc a fairy talse o+ ¢ » I don' approve of
& man ending off Wmm&mlinthisaortor ,

. pridioulous mc
mmouﬁmmmmmmm “mh&thinxu'
possiblc. It dealt with 1ife 4n carlingford wen'r.y years after Mre Vincent's
tenure ab Salcachapala mrinstm*eimiﬁ'o Beechemrﬂeeehau, &8 he was
‘called 1n this final novel in the sorisg=-had outgrown the provinotal stuos-

ﬁhougmf Carlin,gford and had mﬁmd his wa,y to the top in Dissenting circles.
As the ml opsmd, hc was paator of t.he ksn&m cmsaent Ohapel

+ Ste Regant'u Park :ln Iondom .

' Kr. Bescham had wnbounded rlxaw and an unotnous manner
of treating his subjectos It was eloquence of & kind, .
though not of an elevated kinds Never to be at a 3.oas for
what you have to say is & prodigious advantage to all men
| in all mfuaions, bt dnuhly so to & popular minister.

 BOn gL pp. 328-33Le



- Heo had an’unbounded wealth of phraseology. Sentences
seemad to mslt out of his mouth without any apparent .
sffort, all sst in a certain cadences He had not, pepre -
haps, mmch power of thought, but it is easy to make up

. for such a uﬁndlry want when the gift of exprssaion
is s0 strong.* ' ‘

The Beecham' daughter, Phoeha, m,trméporu‘xd ﬁjon I.oxidon t.o
ca.i'ux:gfdrd ia order to care for her aged grandparentss By some obvious
mibn, she hacama‘.{nmive wiﬁh a atrézygaly aéom;ed group of young
people; the artificial ;:arb;y included m'shla'am daughter of tt;e‘ current
aurate of Gt. Roque’s, her brother feginald May, warden of the local alas-
house, Horacs Northoote, interin pastor of Salen Chapsl, ard Clarence Cop-
Perhead;f adn;‘of the mlthiest. mxf of llr- ‘Baccham's chapel. qu Mr.
“mrho;@,‘ . sﬁimafx m‘iuﬁﬁr,‘m} selected an obsoure Anglican curate
as his son's tutor is bcyom onets wildest imaginations |

rs May) was a man of some oulture, and literary power,.

o ?ﬁd%’wtﬁew pleasant #hought ful® papers for soms of ths
Church magazines. s » » He was a man with an imposing pere
son, good-looking, and of very bland aad delightful manners,
whon he choses Bib yet hs had never made friends, and wes
‘now at fifty-five the incumbent of Ste Roqu;iewith a small
income and a humble position in the church hierarchy of -

: Carlingfords He preached better than any of the other Carling-

ford clergymen, looled better, had more reputation out of the - .

" place; and was of sufficiently good family, and trozgrably well

. connected. Yet he never got on, never made any ?thimto e
4in life. MNobody could tell what was the cause of this, for
opinions were moderate and did not stand in his ways ¢« ¢« o+ He

ook it for granted, frankly, and as a part of his nature, that 12
he himself was the first person to be considersd in all matters.™

© Nothing could be further spart than the religious views of Horace
arid Reginald, for Northeote was Mstrenuously of the opinion :!.n his heart

. Wlpoone. gumtors A lest Ghrenicls of Carlingford, vols 1, pe 1.
214, ppe 22171236
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of hearts that ths Church was t& mt drawback to all progress in England,
an incubus of which the nation would glad?zy be ride™3 Before he had even
zot the Mays, he preached a flery sermon against Reginald's wardensidp that
was wicomfortebly reminiscent of Dre Bold's sttacks on Mrs Harding in

‘m’n"wa Ihe Wardens

 "Thers umthiam,aaymnnm, an institution
called the College; what was itz original objact I do not.
© Knowe Nests of idls paupsrism, genteely veiled under such
& name, do exist, I know, over all the countryj btut it is
at luat probable that m educational purpose was in the
- mind of the pious founder who established ite « « This old
' - foundation, ladies and gentlemsn, which might provide half
~ the poor children in Carlingford with a wholesome education,
s devoted to the maintenance of six old men + .« + and ons
able~bodied parson to say thelr prayers for theme + ¢« « Can
1 give a more foreible instence of the way in which g State
Chm'oh cut.a honaat-y and homur out of mn*e hearee?"
‘xmhcm wao. mt popuhr in carnng:m. m:mmm with t.he

‘crude sncioty af tho saleu conmgaticn, he rataliatad by ignoring the
ch&pel mabers when he met. tlwm in publio anﬂ by preaching sermons that
went mr thei:- haads. Hhcn hc was not pm‘au:lng his hobhy of collactmg
Wedswod cnpa and saucmm-ﬂw pleasurs 1408, he confided to Phosbs, Mn

) maitog mm vase into & kind of micn’*‘i-na was sitting dremﬂy beside
' Umulainthe'ky*u;arlor«, _ | o

S 'rharc 5.3 absolutely no reasen for ming mto tho t.ort.noua dotails
of t&e lovemki.ng that wnt on 4n that parlor for the better part of six

""m'atha. Phaabata gz-anémther appamnt]ar was not as sick a3 the Beechans
hadbconlcd tobelim, for the girltozmdtimtalenddsnypm“-.

companiment to clarer;ea'a m:iin. After they had practiced Mendelsschn's
mm.’ p. '202‘
WiIbid., ppe 221-223
1053:}_4‘, vole 2, o 18¢
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Misdding March® to perfection, they announced to their parents that they
were coming homs to London to be married. Horace modifisd his religious
opindons to the polt that he decided that he was not out out to be &
-clergyman after all; with his Disseating views out of the icay he felt frees
to becoms Ursulats husband and Reginald's bm'her.m-m Poor Reginald,
who had sacretly waruhipped Fhoebs fm afar, was- 5o hurt by hor mrriage
‘to hia rival that ho vowed rm'cr to 3.m again. o '

. The better part of the aecand volume was devotad to tha downfall
and utter rain of Kr. Maye A poor mnager and always in debt, ha was at .
hat roducad to forging Samusl “Toger's name on & bank note. Saveral daya‘
before tha note came dus, the gurate could not resist purchaeing an elab~
orate bookcass at an auctions On the day that the monsy was to be paid he
rods gaily otf to a dinner party, forgetting thet such action would bank~
rupt both h:bnself md an innccent tradcsman whom he had entangled in his
hopaless fmsncj.al dealingse -When the frantic tradesman sent Wrd that
tmy were both mm, xr. Hay becane raving mad snd ran out into the
street in his nightahirt to avaid minary law-enforcement agents. Toger,

seeing the pit,iful state to which the clergyman was reduced, accepted

Northgote's offer, to repey the note quistiy: But Mr. May never recovered

s heslth or hie self-respect, and vithis & yoar he vas dead=—to no one's

particular surpriss or dismaye



CHAPTER FIVE
INWARD STRUGGLES

final quarter of the ninsteenth cen’mry waa narked by & new
direction 1n the clerical nml. The sffect of scientific and phile-
sophical deve‘loymnta upon the Church of England has been noted previ-
oualy; novelists such as Georga BacDomld, Sa:mel Butler, urs. K\mphry
Wax‘d, and William He White felt ispelled to report the cffoct of those
dewlomm‘.a upon indivldual clerg;ma‘ 3 Thus a more aerioua type of
fictioxi cams into being. It emphasized doep rather than auperfioial char-
, actar study and basad extenalw irm'ard etml*aearching on the barest or
plots. In othor wards, those hter mvela purportod to be--and in some
caaes actually wero--spzritual diaries; Perhaps the "orig:m of the spe=
cioa“ of the struggling churchmn who emorgcd hte in the century vas
Josia.h leey; but the porpetual gurate of Hogglestcck was groundod
‘upon a raith, hmvar eluaive it might appear, that his successors in
English ﬁotioﬁ could not claim to possess- Nor was Mra. Oliphant’s
| Morlay Broctor a trua mhr f°1‘ hte WmmS was neither mf"““d

nor exbansive‘

| « - Gcorge Maci)o:xald was a Scetsman, but he had not been brought up
as a Pmsbyterian- Attcr becoming dissatisfied \rlth Unitarian theology

he tume:i to tha church of England for the subject matter of Tromss

vely. treated in Horton Davies! A Mirropr
1}3”““ thgg:g zxtmana; (New Yorks Oxford University Press,
Ward's Bobert Elgmere and White's Mark Ruther-

he Minigtry in
. 195 , 1 have excluded K:B' from this discussion. The reader

ford Mark Rutherford's Dellverance B
is reggred to Dre navies' recent snd read;ly available ?Qlu:m.
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Yingfold, Curste. The rovel appeared in 1887, but its actual satting

was seventeen yom earlier when the Anglican Church was' righting for its
very life. Haei)onald, although formally espousing no religioua denoni-»
nation or proferemze 3 ccnsidercd hinself a 1ay preacher; it ie likoly
that 'mom Viingfold, curate of the abbey Church in Glaaton, was in
tempermnt and in roligious autlook e pro.jection of the authar'a own’
persannlitp At any rate, wmgrcld was aurcly intandoa to be repre=
sentative of the bm‘d}detf)d plte;rmen‘ of the eritical pcriod 1;x‘whioh
helived. o -

Destined for clarical orﬂers rrom h.is birth, Hingfold had obedi* '
ent.ly gom through t.ha mcnssary yeara of preparation without giving hia
vocation any thought or interast. In dua tim hs was a.aaigned to the
Abbey clmrch, «here he was engaged in carryius °u*» his Mi” 1n & con-
| ‘acientious but aupsrficial mnnar when Macnonald choso to besm h18 nar-

ratives .
Wingfol&*a bland littla wrld was disrwted when Mrs. Ramshom,

'widwv of a fomr cathadral daan, mvited tha curata to dinu with her

and her twonty—three-yoarwold nisce, Helen Lingarde The only other gusst

was George Bascombe, a budding J.mtyor who had long forsaken the God of

‘his clergyman father and who
for the prm'pOse of smoking a cigar but gctually to try the mettle of the .

curate, Bascombe accompanied Wingfold homs. Durirg their lsisurely walk
gfold, who had held his -

Jonged to win Helen's atfectiona. Ostonsibly ,

he assailed the church and its tenets; and Win

ground admirably {n discussing Horace aa hour before, was unabls to‘ say

Iondons EKegan Paul
gﬂeorgs HaoDonald, zt_x___.uﬁ.ns_—liv gurate ( gan, Paul,
Trench & co., 1887)s | |
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gwtd in behalf of the institution to which he had dedicated his 1ife.
"He said 'Don't you think?? far oftemr‘ than *L think,! and was always
more ready to fix his attention upon ti‘:aA strong points of an opponent's -
ar-gumam'f than to reassert his own in;slightly‘, altered phrase like most |
men, or even in fresh forms like a fsm"a :

" After Buscombe left, the curate went into the churchyard greatly -
tro@lsd." , :
-~ Something must be wrong somewheres was it in him or in the

church? In him assuredly, whether in her or not. For had
- 'he not bsen unable to utter the simple mssertion that he did

believe the things which, as the mouth-piece of the church,
he had been speaking in the name of truth every Sunday. « . ?

-Yymg, he attended to his duties, not merely "did church,"
~ but his endeavour also [sicl that all things should be done
" decently and in ordere. All the same it remained a fact that
if Barrister Bascombe were to stand up and assert in full
. ‘congregation~~as no doubt he was perfectly prepared to do=e

that there was no God anywhers in the universe, the Rev.
. Thomas Wingfold sould not, on the church's part, prove to
 anybody that thers wasj~-dared not, indeed, so certain would
" he bs of discomfiture, advance a single argument on his side
of the question. Was it even his side of the question? Could
he say he believed there was & God? Or was not this all he

knew--that thers was a Church of England, which paid him for
- reading public prayers to a God in whom the congregation--and .
himself--were supposed by some to believs, by ctherg, _Bascombg,

.-, for instance, not? o
MacDonald, like Trollops, blamed the clergyman's state of mind on "those

Who had brought him up to the church as to the profession of msdicins, or
‘the bar, or the drépéry business~-as if it lsy on one level of choips with
other human callings. Nor were the honoured of the church who had taught

him free fmm' who never wamd him to pnt his shoes from off his
feet for the holiness of the g:o\}nd-", o

3 pe 13
AInid., pp. 28-29.
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. It was the curate’s weekly habit to read to his congregation on
Sunday mrnings ons of the semorzs which had been passed on to hinm b:r
an nnolc who had used thw :ln his own pulpit for many yaare. Oonsequently,
W:Ingrold had never 1n his .L'zfe preparad a sermon of his own, nor had he
ever paid parbicular attention tu the content or those that he read. Af-
ter his comeraation with Bascombe he was caroful to avoid doctrinal sub-
j?ctg. but he hadvlitt.le difﬁculty ‘reading tha nofe innocuous sérmox.xsl in
, his rcperhoire' It was a eonpleta shock to him, therefore, when a member
of his congregation-—&r. Polwarth, a man with éefomd body but kaen nind-«-
oallad t.hc curate to his hom and conrroxrhod hin with the fact that the
" sermons ho had ‘been delivering wers copied almost verbatim from auch for-
| zar churchmn as Jorenv Taylor. Wingfold, having thou,ght the sermons t.o
be of hie mclo’s own eomposition, was forced f.o admit nis ignorance and
was also lad by tha gormimly concemed dwart to adnit that he had no con~
‘ uvictionaocn whiah to base counsel to his oangregation. N

)!r. Polwarth’s nain concern was not that wingfold'a sermons came

rm books 3 smh & mathod was accaptable to hin it a clergynan conld not
"do bgtter.” In thst caea, hmver, he advisod the minister to read "not
uiz:h h:ia aormn in his eye, but with his pecple in his noart®® e dwart's ,

intereat proupted thc ourat.a to confess that his sermon presantat.ion wag

hut. e ayuptom of 8 deaPO!' B&lad\ﬂ

xaminations with decem:y, distinguish myself in o
o fxotmwg: before the bishop, am admitted a deacon, after
a year ;m ordained a a priest, and and after another ysar or two
‘- of false preaching and of pa.ri;h g::k, gumd'g;?]%\émas gs:hlit
a grand old abbey ¢
:x‘:gaiﬁ ::g:on:ins in practical relation with nwsalf as

b1bids, pe 730
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8 hmn7being, I am as ignorant as Simon !(agus, without his
muse. ,

He then, in abject aincerity, bomharded tho old man with qmsziona on

the axistencc of God, the ‘meaning of christianity, and the hmnity ami )
divinity of Jestxa. The dwarf J.istoned patiently, suggested that he road
the New Teetmnt, and aﬂviaed him not to roa.*.gn his clerical profession
unleas he !ound maatiafactory mmrs to the quostiona that. porplexed
bime | :
Wingfold went hom to conpoee his t’irst sernon. Taking tho texb
"confassing your fanlta one to another," ho ﬁacided to tell his congrega-
tion honestly about his dllema and ask thair indulgence in his plan to '
continua reading bormed theolag' ta thw until he could present convio~
tions of his owne Kost of his haarors were wllling enough to view the
experimont with int.areab. A tew vere in favnr of reporting their minis-
terts unorthodox behavicr to the rector but gave up the 1dea when they-

romnborcd how mgligent that clergymn was :!.n mtters pertaining to his
WiSh' \
Haanwhilo ’ w.mgfold?a difficultiao \mm multiplying Be got 80

bogga;a do.m ;m th. Ncw Tsstament genealogies, tha queation of acriptural

and thc acceunta of thc nim!.es, that nore douhd;a arose to
Pélwarhh, to whoa ho went almat delly for guidance, kept

inapiratioa,
Phsm him,
!-"Ointins hinl to the naccssity o
itr of christ: nThe qmt.ioa for
Waa Josua trua? Again I s&y, ;-eu nust

4 aeaking first to eatablish the centu),..
you is mt, Amthe nimlea true? bub,

tind him, the man himself.n®

—

7&14', P» 7?0 ,
BLMHQ' 148,
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) Au if in answer to his qnandary, twro soriptm'e verses flached upon
his nind: "If a.nw man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it bc of God, or whether I speak of myself,“ and "Why call ye me,
Iord, Inrd, md do :wt. the thinga which I say?ﬂ Using the htter as his
tezb ; he told his ocngragation on the following Sabbath that, while he
oould not call hinsolf 8 Ghristim, he would hancsforth nake & bold ef~
fort to mk and obey tha will of God. Although Mrs. Rmhom indig-
nantl;r tomd the curata a "professed inridel,"9 thare were others in the
chm‘ch who recognizad that their ainister was :I.nvolved in a sincere search
for divina truth. ‘ | | o

By t.ha rollowing weok, Wingfeld had progressed to the poiut that

he conld say in hia sermont

What. is Christianity? I know but one definition, the analyaia

‘of which, if the thing in question be a truth, must be the

Joyous labour of every devout heart to all sternity. For Chrie-
© tignity doss not mean what you think or what I think concerning

. what Christs My Christianity, if ever I come
o »‘gﬁrﬁz& houd wﬂl%egéhat of Ghristléa in pme; your Christianity

| _ now is what o: chriat as is m youe
| Som, artor hoaring hia, ;inaisted that. ho had had a sunstroke or a

'*aortaning of tha brain " Othcrs, more nalicioun, accused him of tmng
elererly to attmt attantion and therehy attain a nore proninent clerical

pozait.ian. st.ill others Judged hin a danaamus fanatio a.nd "auspected a

| Romnisin; drift. in ths whole affair-'fu Fow emept Polwarth took the or=

alizad tha intenai.ty of Yfinsfold's femrt "His knees

deal seriously or re ,
hia face white with thinking, his eye din with

were ecx-e with knea}.iﬂs’

9&:& “ ,,. 151“
1 bi o‘ Pp‘ 178"179’
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troubls; for when once a man has set out’ t.a find God, he must find hin '
or d:!.a.":"2 B

Au word of the curate's strange aemons sprea,d, townspeople or
other religious prefamncaa bcgan attending the Abbay aervicaa out of
ctm.oaity.' One or ’cheae, a umn drapsr, cam to wingrold aftorwards ,
~ and askad hin fcr help in eonduetina his buainess dealings 1n & Christ-
1ike manner. 'mo ourate objected t.hat he was an unfit ¢ounsa11.or. ‘
"*That*s the beauty of you!mexcuse me, air,' criod the drapor tri\mph-
antly. You dontt pretend to teach us armhing, but you make us ao une
comfcrtable that we go ahout ever after asking onraelvea what we ought -
to do.";B | |

Wingfeld's next prohlen was & natural ontgrowt.h of hia intense
nuainga. He felt tha.t he could accspt an ideal religion such as Ohrist‘ .
taught but ha could not reconcile those taachinss with the commonplace
thinge of daily 111‘3‘ Bascomba contimxed to hackle him until the curate )
’turned him w by GW& ny, tmsineae ia not to pme to anar other man
that there is & God, bt to #ind hin for - myoeltes  moreatter, Basconbe
haﬂ to he content with deridins the minister to Mrs. Rmhcrm "As long

as he don*t finiah hia sentancas, e junblss his figunes, and bem

| and ends abruptly withcut aither mrdim or pemration, he needn' look

| to make wths.ng of a praacher--mﬁ that 8
m cux-ata at J.ast bcgan to dwelop a mtm

eems to be his obJecteﬁB
religious faith through

22444, pe 1690
| 13;;,_1_4., p. 195.
lém_.g., p* 2194
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his association ‘wit.h two persons who vers groping as he wase Helen Iin~
gard's brother, a student at Ganbridgo; ‘had comdtteé a murder and had fled
to her for concealments No one suspected him of having done the deed, but
he was alnost mrpowered with 3 sense oz gnilt‘ Helen triod to comfort
him but,, not belicviug in & God hsrscli', m nnable to eass his mind with
promises of the marcy and fcrgivenssa that could come throngh repentancc.
Ha raged in such 8 fevsr that at last, in desperation, ‘ghe called in Wing~

| fold to talk to tha nutho In axplaining tha med ter 1nd1vidua1 eomuni- :
cation with CGod, the curate waa aware fcr the rirst tm of a sense of
Ohrist’a presence. This he attribntad to feeling & new goncern for human-
ity in t.ha form of the wretch before him. In proportion to the etrengt.h

of chamter the guilty youth gained froa mng{old, 20 did the minister
.gain oonfidonca thae ‘there was indeed a God who could tranafom men's
livua, Happily he tcld Polwarth that he was confimd in his belier that
he should ret.ain his clerical position becausa ”nothing else seems im
teresting enough, nothing to repay the labour, but the telling of my fel-
low-men about the ons man wiza is the truth, snd to immr ithon is tha Jife.ﬂ16
He followed with an ,fnmtion of fa:!.th that was a step tomard, even if

1thftnuchmformwtm | Ll L,
will honld be no
thatwhichgggood mnifthere s
”’éodtomﬁha fact of it, andlwillspendmlifeogitin
< th i hops, which may become assurance, that there is
- % n;omed " ;gr ﬁt d, uarhhy of being called the Father of
. Jesus Christ. : :

From this point onward, the novel tends wmore and wore to be mroly
& vehicle for MacDonald's own sermons and posms, neither of which showed

Bread,, pe 3770

171bid., pe 378
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much talent or originality, but both of which reflected a serious congern
with man's estrangement from Ged and hia nsed for a. recémm.tmrrb and re-
vitaligation if the Church were to regain it.a dynamic foruex

Unless you repent and believe afresh, believa in a ncbler

Christ, namely the Christ ravealed b;r himself, and not the
nufﬂad form of something vagusly human and certainly not

at all divine, which the false interprstations of men have

.. substituted for him, you will be, as I repeat you are, the

- main reason why faith is so iganty in the eart.h,‘, rxmd the
: cmxycomeeinlikea!‘leod. A o

Ina rathor anateuriah]y contrived concluaion, Helon aaked the curate

to help har find God as he had found Bim. Hiagfol&, who had grown to love
her during the mntha he had coxmselled her brather, felt his heart. beat -

19
"like the drum of a praising archostra.

: "Doar Miss Lingard " hm answored very aolennly, "I can
teach you nothing; I can but show you whers I found that
which has changed my life from a bleak November to a sunny
June~-with its ngaunder-stoma no doubt~-but still Juns be-

. . side November.
The touching soene closed with the curate*a kaeeling alone in the church,A

1
thanking God "nof. for any perfaoted gift,® but for many & lovely hope. L

‘Samuel Butler's The Yay of ALL Fleh was not published until 2903,
but it was written between 1872 and 18& and thus was anbther product of
the critical age in nineteenth century Anglicanism Accerding to Bsrgen
ths Premier world Classic edit.ion of the

Evans in his introdnatien to ; , .
sh history when "the Christian re-

kaBl. tho book treats & pcrioc! of mgli

ligion was, of gourse, the keystons of respectability. Fallure to pay it

| Yepg., pe 499
19;_&;4., pe 509+ -
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at least li;i service ‘whsp\mishﬁd by mracm. Yot 1t’ was one of the
-most un=Christian ages on record; an age, said But.ler, which would have
been 'equany mmried at hear:’mg the Christian religion doubted or see-
ing it pmused.m‘?z | SRNECE
" The chief valm of the book ldes in its extensive study of the

amironmnt which produced tho typa af man who blundered into clerical or-
| dcra without convicticn or purpose. The Way of éll Flesh is highly auto-
bio;raphioal; Butler portrays himself both through the ptrogglee of Ernest
Pontifex and ‘through the opinions expressed by the narretor, Edward Overton.
Ina sense, it is the spiritual racoré of two generations of the Pontifex--
or Butlar--fmnﬂy o o | h ‘

Ovarton, son of a rez:tar, Vas born in 1802, a8 was meobald Pontifex,

| Ernest's father. “The tw gm up together in Paleha.n some fifty miles from
Iondon, and later were classmatas at camhridge. Overton's association with
the Pom-,j.fex family was: extsnéed when he was named godfather to Theobald's
‘first child, Ernest; he was thereby placed in a position In which he cquld ‘

Obsam both father and son ﬁhraughout their ives:

_As a young boy, Th eabald was raaemd, shcr, and indolent. His broth—

ers c.nd ‘sist;ors were. raps:u.ed by
"he was not actively disliked, but he wae to0 dull and deficient in anima.l

his personalitn among his echoolnates -

spirits to be pop\ﬂar f’23 ;
His father, a noted publisher of religim books, early determined

| that Theobald should be a clergman "‘1‘!115 might tend to bring mim“'

r Flegh (Greeruich Connecticuts
A QZSleButhr,m%!%T{%“. ’
- Fawcett Publicatiana, Imw
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or at any rate to keep it in the firmg hosides; Mr. Pontifex had more or
le;sa interest uith h:@shups and Church dignitaries and ﬁight hope that some
preferment would be offered to his son through his inrluence."a‘ As long .
as the prospect of a clerical caresr was in the remote future, Theobald .
complied vith his father’a plan. Confrented, however, by the rapid ap-

‘ px-ca,ch of his ordinaticn, he attumpted a feebls show of resiata.nce:

“I do not 1ika opaning up a qusstion which has been con~
sidered settled, but as the time approaches I begin to be very
" doubtful how far I am fitted to be a clergymanes Not, 1 am .
thankful to say, that I have the faintest doubts about the
_ Church of England, and I could subscribe cordially to every
one of the thirby«-nim articles which do indeed appear to mse
to be the ns plus ultrs of human wisdom, and Paley, too, leaves
-no loop~hols for an opponent; but I am snre I should be run~
- -ning counter to your wishes if I were to conceal from you that .
‘I do not feel the imward call to be a minister of the gospel
that I shall have to say I have felt when the Bishop ordains
me. I try to get this feeling, I pray for it earnsstly, and
-sometimes half think I have got it, but in a little time it
weara off, and though I have no nbsolute repugnance to being
. & olergyman and trust that i I am one I shall endeavour to .
live to the Glory of God and to advance His interest upon earth,
yet I fesl that something more than this '3;3 wanted before I am

B Tully Justitied 1n going tato the Church.
| 'me msult of that canfession was an indignant threat fmm his rathor

that all financ.ial aupport should be withdrm uxrbﬂ. the young man came to
his sensea. *’Either Thaobald'a heart t’ailed hi.u, or ho intorpreted the ou’o-—

wax*d ahm which his a‘.’aﬁher gave him, as the m:-d call for which I havo
no doubt he praysd with gmat oarsttness,“z for he was prouptly ordaimd

and took 2 fenowship.
'Now ;Lt happemd that ab Grampsford, near Samhridge, t.hare was & rector

| 2‘*&1-
25;915., w- ﬁ‘?"‘*f” |
2611:1&.-.‘ pe 45¢
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named Mr. Allaby who had riva daughters to marry sff. ‘He - cmﬁd not afford
- to hire an eli;ibla snrate; 60 he rollowed ths practice of paying different
students half a gujnoa per Sundny to aasi.st him. The youtha weres duly in-
vited homs to dinner after the service, but so far the schems had led to
‘m;courtiihg..'. In dosperaticn;» Mrs. Allaby went to a professnr*a wife noted
for hor mtchmakingﬂ*'ir the marrisgs of a young Bachelor of Art.s was not
made in Keaven, it was prnbably mado, or at any rate attamptad, in Mrs.
Coweyts drawing~roon"27~and the two women settled upon maobald as the .

most likely candidate for allwout assault. oo
Theobalma first: eemon at ﬁrampsf‘ord was on the subject of mlogy,

& cnrrent "theological bughaar 8 ms prcaching and his personality were
plaaain.g to t.he Alhbys, and tha nexh da,y the five sistars played a crucial

sm of oards with th@ unknowing victia as 'che stakea. Tha wixmar was
Christim, four y'eara oldar than meobald Loft grudgingly a8 the sole

: combatant for tho prisa ; aha mappeé her 8tratem' and at the end of six
months clicit,od from Pantifex & vagm pmpoaal of mrriage. Their court-

ship conaistad of discuasing Thaobald's proepecta for beconing a bishop.

I that failca to naterialize, christina promised that. she would bs content

with becoming a uiasionary ma.rtyr mng the heathen- 'l‘hesr disomssed their

rolig;laua comctiona, but the conversationa npOn that topic wers super

ficials
sed Th bald*s mind to doubt
It had mver g0 mh as ows d Theo e Ha

| 11able
o lita:::t gc:gacy “mﬁzh’{ma was disputed, not ﬁttl
ﬁzﬁr&m who doubted it. True, thers was Jg:t alt ;,.t e
~ scare cbout geoloy, put there was nothing in ite

© 281hd:, pe 504
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- was said that God mads the world in six days He did
make it in six days, neither in mors nor dugn; 1p Ly Cod
sald that He' put Adam to sleep, took out ons of his ribs
and nadggm woman-of it, why it was so as a matter of
course.<” - L

; :Arto’r. a :;v§~3;§ar sngagemam, the Véonplye.wa‘é Med in laji’wh‘e‘x;}
the li\fi:g _;t Battc#a?:y@p—thgéﬁm became vacant. 'me ‘§e§e§cxv hn.d not
beeq ~ended moTe than thirby .nign#tqs befarc Tha_oham be&sn_ wiahing that; im
had had the ;ggsm to xjaa;ci‘mtonfi amme tracta. . Equally unauited
for ziini‘stry or wmga. ha;n’a’varthéle:aa_ {i;ied vtAq do his bast; ﬂbut yi?#t :
098 8 st bast coms to vian the fish 1o out of vatert® .

| Hinisteringtotheaick waa qonplgtelf foroign to him, and he found'

time hanging heavy on h:is‘ handss

- He doss not like this branch of his professione
indeed he hates it=-but will not admit it to himself.
The habit of not admitting things to himself had bacome
a confirmed one with him. HNevertheless thers haunts
him an 111 defined sense that life would be pleasanter
if there wers no sick sinners, or if they would at any
rate face an sternity of torture with more indifference.
He doss not fesl that he is in his elemente + & o :
A He knows that he is doing his duty. Every day con-
vinoces him of this more firmlyj but then there is not
mich duty for him to do. He 1s‘aadly in want of occupa-
tion.  He has no taste for any of thoss field sports which
ware not gonsidered unbscoming for a clergyman forty years

' ago. He doss not ride, nor shoot, nor gourse, nor play -
oricket. Study, to do him jJustice, he had never really

" 1iked, and what inducement was there for him to study at
Batte;aby? He reads neither old books nor new ones. Hse
doss not interest himself in art or sclence or politics,
but he ssts his back up with some promptness if any of
e o e, ‘but. svon his wife constdsrs’

At g germons ~ n '

:&mga&aﬁes rathez" in the example of his life
{which is one long act of self-devotion) than 4in his ut-
terances from the pulpite After breakfast he retires to

291bid. pe 60
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his study; he cuts 1ittle bits out of ths Bible and

guns thom with axquisite neatness by the side of other
. Jttle bita; this hglaallamkhxg & Harmony of the Old

and Hew Testamsnts. ~ ,

Erviest vae born in 1835 and was duly christened in water from the
River Jordans’ Despite the fast that Theobald thought children to bs nui-
sances, his wife presented himwith twd more within twenty-four monthss
MI£ Christing cotld have given birth to & few full~grown clergymen in
prisstts orders=-of modontcvim, but inclined rather to Evangelicaliem,
 with conrortabla livings and in al) reépécts fMa of Theobald hime
sclf-wfiy, there night have been more sense in it.° |

" Theobald took cerdously the Biblical injunction to train up & child

in the wey he should goo -

" Befors Ernsst could well orawl he was taught to

kneel before he could well speak he was taught to lisp
the I.:rd's prayer, end the gensral confessions How was
. 4t possible that these things gould bs taught too early?
If his attention flagged or his memory falled him, here
was an 111 wsed which would grow Bpacs, unless it were
: ‘iﬁlﬁékaé out immediately, and the only way to pluck it out
" was to whip him, or shut himup in a cuphoard”or dock
" him soms of the small pleasures of childhood.

Ovofhon; as Trollope had dono; gave the authorts own views in eide

passagess . Butler was gﬁa;rticxﬁ.srly bitter about the unsatisfectory life of

Waonotadarmm_: S | |
3 van thought that the Church of Rome does
vty 5 g o et o e Sl
; £ comnon observation
%gai:o:ang?:ia:gymn are frequently unsatisfactory. The
but 4s so often lost sight of

that ?a ::;n;wfm pardsned for giving it here.

3ypide, pe T6e
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-~ The clergyman is expected to be a kind of human
Sunday« Things must not be done in him which are venial
in the week-day classes. He is paid for this business
of leading a stricter life than other peopls. It is his
raison dtetres ¢« » + 7This 1s why the alergyman is so
often called a vicar--hs being the pérson whose vicarious
goodness is to stand for that of those entrusted to his
charge. But his home is his castle as much as that of
any other Englishman, and with him, as with others, un~

“natural tension in public is followed by exhaustion when
tension is no longer necessary. His children are the
most defenceless things he can reach, and it is on them .
in nine cases out of ten that he will relieve his mind. .
" A clergyman, sgain, can hardly ever allow himself
to look facts fairly in the facee It is his profession
to support ons side$ it is impossible, thercfore,’Bior
him to make an unblased exemination of the other.”*

,;i?‘iheo!\:ald‘wa's' is.ppointe& to a rural desnery upon thg death of a migh-
bGPing cbr@; His wlactioz»z:was not surprising, for he was reputed to
havé ﬁm a&h&iéﬁi@n& . o |

| nT Ovei'ﬁon] should doubt whether he ever got as far as

‘ doulsting'the wisdom of his Church upon any single matters

. His secent for possible mischief was tolerably keen; 80

was Christinats, and it is likely that if either of them
detected in him or herself the first faint symptoms of a
want of faith they were nipped no less peremptorily in |

the bud than signs of self-will i'rb?rmst Vw.ez('e-f-and’l
" ghould imagine more successiully.™-

‘When Ernast was twelve years old, having mastered Latin, Greek,
meh; "and higher mathematics, he was sent to study with the rmus nr,
. ‘ ' The headmaster was generally cone

Skinner of Ronghbow Grammar Sohool. , RS ‘
| ' rpent and the wisdom of the doven}36

ceded to havs ﬂt/.hefhamhsime’sa of the se ‘
rtainly hg ng’my'mpmd to give Ernest the kind of attention hs needed.

Separated from his Wﬁt" for the first time, the boy began to ponder his

3lbide, ppe 115-126¢
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atation in J.ife:

/&hatoépam,mdﬁidmtiikem and this vas
mtmmbmabadmmgratcfulboywuldtomer '
a1l that had been done for hime Besides, he did not -
Msway;hedidwtliknmth&ngmtum really
.Rood} his tastes wers low and such as he was ashamed
ofe He liked peopls best Lf they sometimes swore a
little, so long as it was not at hime. As for his

Catechism and Bibls readings he had no haart in them.
He had never attended to a sermon in hie lifee ¢ « »
He had never besn abls to understand what it was that
. he desired of his Iord God and Heavenly Father, nor
" had he yet got hold of a single idea in connection with .
_ the word Sacrarsnt. His duty towards his neighbour was
ancther bugbeare It seemed to him that he had duties
toward sverybody, lying in walt for him npog?mry side,
“but that nobody had my duties towards him

Emnb mit.her diegraced nor &stinguish@d himself at Rou@homugh.

Ho ocusimany got. :mtn sempes over money or ascusulated too pany dee
marits by fail:lng to pay attention in class, bub in general he accepted
maaivaly uhatevar hie supexdars decrecd to be xdght or worthye . '

 Theobald's maiden sister took aa interest in the boy and moved from
london to Roughbaroug‘h to observe him move closelys Because ehe used the
(Plans:lble exguse © of med.’mg to 1ive in the country for raasone of haalth,
" Theobald did not guspast that her resl motive was to determins whether
Errast was worthy to be made her heirs Overton said that had they had the

least guspicion, Mthey would have been so jealous thate s o they would have

, : S 8
asked her to go and live somswhere elaec”3 She was a good influence on

the Iad for ‘several mntha;, advaneing hie intersst in musicg then she con-
tracted typhoid fever end dieds She had appointed Overton se administrator

 STipg., ppe 1122
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of her will, whish pi'ovided' that Ernest was to receive fifteen thousand
pounds plus acmd interest when he reached ths age of tmrxty-—eight.
Until that tim no one excapt ﬂmrtarx was to Jenow how she had disposed
of her money. = - - ( L . ‘

In dus time Em'st entersd Mamml COIlege, Gmbridge, and gradu-
ated crcditably. "l to this ti.m, though *}ot rcligicusly 1nclined, he
had never donbted *he truth ot‘ anythi'xg that had baen told him about Chrige
tia.nity- He had never s-an anyona who doubted nor mad mythdng that
‘ raised a auspicion fm his mind a8 to tixe historical character of the mir-
acles recor&ed in the Old and HNew Testamnts-'ag He had come in contact
with a group of ministerial studenta at St. John*a who ostentatiously .
distri’outed tracts m m{; frcquantly in one anothar's rooms "for tea and
pra;mr and other spiritual exereisas,"{‘o but th& neareat he came 'l:o as-
sociating with tham was througb m‘iting a parody of one of their panphlota.

After hie graéuation, Emest stayed on to read for hia ordination.
ﬁe st‘udied the Ha&r ’I‘eatament attsmpted to memrize the Pavlim °Pi°t1" ,
1a thetr az-igiml Gmk, read Taylor's foly Living and fele Dk end Kore's

Yysterles of Qodliness, and. devoured mumerous axpoaitions of the Thirty-

Nine Articlas and the Greed' liovcd by curiosity, he attondod a meting
the Reverend Gidesn Hmﬂ:o, vas

(A

whera a papular Evangelical clargman,

’prcaching. 'me semon was packed uith

vinced Ernest that ha must giva txp all for Christwevsn his tobaccos wif;h
ce

é up his pipes and hid then under hia bedv Berore the

amotional stimulation, end it con=

81‘08% saal ha gather‘e
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day was over, however, he had modified his views upon smoking after sate
1ai‘y1ng his conscience with this ramarkable rationalizations

~ Tobacco hacl nowhere been forbidden in the Bihlo but
then it had not yet been discovered, and had probab]y only
escaped prosoription for this reason. We can conceive of
St. Paul or even our lord Himself as drinking a cup of tea,
but we cannot imagine elther of them es mwoking a cigarette
or a churchwarden. Ernest could not deny this, and admitted
that Paul would almost certainly have condemned tobacco in

round terms if he had known of its existence. Was it
not then taking a rather mean advantage of the Apostle to
stand on his not having actually forbidden it? On the other
hand, it was possible that God knew Paul would have forbid-.

den smoking and had purposely arranged the discovery of
tobaceo tor'a period at which Paul should be no longer living.

s might eeem rather hard on Faul, considering &ll he had
done for Chﬁatianity, but. it waum be made up to n.’m in ;

other wayse™ - _
Without- m'xticning his tubacco backsliding, Ernest wrote an impul-

aive latter tc his parents tslling them that he was sure that he was Mgoing
tcwards G‘hrist." Even this did not plaase 'meobald, vho considered hia son

2 fool ror leaning tmrd Ew.ngalicalism a{‘. a time when it was evident that
the bast elariaal positions wera being co'xsistontly awarded to High Ghurohmsn.
Ernest was ordaincd in tha fall of 1358 ‘and was appointed to a curac;r

- in éentral Iomion, whcrs ha sarved ag one of two curates of a mdorately

High (:hurcm cton , The other curats, Pryer, was popular, handsoms, sophis~

»ticated, and gxtremly High ﬁhumh Ernest was completely taken in by him;

he began t;o be attractad ta Romo- Fearing that he alons might not have ths

will pmrar to rcaist ?ryer's he}.ief thst
8exlesa,"£‘2 he doaided that tha only thing to do was to get married as
Ho was deterred in his plan ao}.oly by the fact that

Tthe priest must be absolutely

| ti‘«iickly a8 possiblo. |
he eOuld not. think of any woman to asice

W
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* . Pryer's reasons for favoring Roman Gatholicism were much the same
as thoao &dvanced by Mrs. Oliphantts Qersld Wentworths

~ "ou know, my dear Pontifex, it is all very well to quarrel -
with Roms, but Rome has reduced the treatment of the human
-~ soul to a science, while our own Church, though so much .
purer in many respects, has no organized system either of
- diagnosis or pathology-~I mean, of course, spiritual pathole
- 0gye Our Church does not prescribe remsdies upon any settled
~ system, and, what 1s still worse; even when her physicians
have according to their lights ascertained the disease and
- pointed out the remsdy, she has no diseipline which will en-
sure its being actually spplied. If our patients do not
choose to do as we tell them, we cannot make thems Perhaps
really under all the gircumstances this is as well, for we
. are spiritually mere horse doctors as compared with the
" Roman priesthood, nor c¢an we hope to make much headway against
./ ths sin and misery that surround us, tll we return in some
respects to ths prsc&ge of our forefathers and of the greater
-part of Christendom. S e | : R
.+ Ernest, who had never been exposed to such 1deas, was gonfuseds
When he asked Pryerts opinicn of the Bible, he was totally unprepared for
this responses : :
. - nIf you begin with the Bible. » + you are three parts
gone on tgg rmagi to infidelity, and will go th%":;‘g ﬁ:"t .
its valus to us the clergy, but for the laity it is a
. stumbling-block which cannot be taken out of thsir way too

ve Of course, I mean on the supposi-
soon or Yoo complebely hapf’i,ly, they seldom doe If

‘ whigh
"~ tion that they read it, ordinary British churchman or

peopls read the Bible as the o , churchna
L it, it is harmless enough} oy
 churchwoman reads 2b, - ich we should assume they will if

read it with any '
, them at alle~it is fatal to thems « + o
by si;':u?;x:stion ghows me that you have never read your
Bitls. A more unrsliable book was never put upon paper.
Take my advice and don't read it, m’tm you are a reg
jrears older, and may do s0 safely. |
Suah nmr :meas faséinatcd Ernest, and soon he was mouthing Pryer?’s
ﬁaws as if hehhimafsli“ had oﬁginated thems He agreed wholsheartedly.

.
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with his fellow curate's plan to start Ma College of Spiritual Pathology
wharg yonng' men may study the nature and treatment inthe sins of the
eoul as medical students study those of the bodies of their patients.”’

He did not &Aiae f.hat Pryéx-,, was plnying him for & foolé trying to get

him to invest all his monsy~he had received five thousand pounds from

hie grx;ndfather upon coming of age--in a nsbulous corporgtion whose purse
strings Pryer would control. " - B

~ Within ; tew weeks after arriving in London, Ernest had’ becoms so
confused by iiatonirig t.b‘ Pryér_ and reading Kingsley's Alton locks, Stanleyta
Lifs of Amgl_._g, Dickens? mvels, ngnd thaty.ever other literary garbags of
the day was most 1ikely to do hinham,""é that he was convinced that in
‘order fto"r;ga‘mrgto the Church of England he must 1ive in absolute pov-
erty. | He th.refoie ‘took lodgings near Drury Lans Theatre in a boarding
house £i1led with the dregs of humanity.

| ~ Ernest's thdologicél theories multiplied. Another month or two
saw l'zin‘bcliaﬁns, that Anélicana should revive excommunication. No doubt
somes of his parishioners wonld have put_his name at the top of a list of
momnicants;‘ for he .dia no‘.pastoral visitation and preached t.rivial‘ _‘
sermonst : . . . R -

fe 30%5 megrzgsﬁ;u;ﬁnizg wg‘;:atgzrgﬁh%%&s

‘ ts ohurch, and made his sermon turmn upon
2&“&52223’&2 Kind of little cake 1t was that the
wid q of Zaraphath had intended making when Elijah found
horo;athoring a few sticks. He 4qmnstrated that it was
aaeedoake.'?g‘ R e

kS;_g;g.; pe 245+
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‘For the most part, he sat in his rcom and read Jesuit publicstions.
" "The world was all out of joint, and, instead of feeling it to be a cursed
spite that hs was born to set it right, he thought he was just the kind of
person that was wanted for the job, and was eager to set to irork, only he
did n?t exactly know how to bagin.“w Sometimes, when he was away from
Pryer, ke wondered about the gourse he was pursuings " |
Was he really doing evarything that could be expected

of him? It was all very well to say that he was doing as

mush as other young clergymen did; that was not the kind of

answer which Jesus Christ was llkely to accept; why, the

Pharisess themselvez in all probability did as much as the

other Pharisees dide What he should do was to go into the

highways and byways, and compel peopls to comes in, Was he

doing this? Or were hob;they rather compelling him to keep

out--putside their doors at any rate? He began to have an

unsasy feeling as though ere long, unless he kept a sharp
lookout, he should drift into being a shangke

Méantim,?ryer was gambling with Ernestts money on the stook ex~
change. At first the younger curate kept olose tabs on his funde; but |
‘when ?mr mpmm that Erixest made hin nervous, Pontifex put his ent.im
fortune into Pryerts hands to do with as he thought best. THe was 8o anx-
ious t& do ﬂhatwaa right, axid vsa ready t-o believe that every ons knaw better
than himself, that he never ventured to aduit to himself that he mgz;t be
" all the while onlllx hopelessly wrong track.n?° -

'« thing, howsver, did begin to loom out of the
‘ senorg?vagmg;aa, and go this he instinctively turned

. to seige it~-I mean, the fact that he was
o ::égi ﬁry few souls, whereas there were thousands and
" thousands being lost hourly all around him which & little
energy such as Mre Hawke?s might saves Day after day
was he doing? Standing on professional

' hat
wpnt‘:y 4 :ﬂ praying that his shares might go up aad

' down as he wanted them, so that they might give him money
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enough £6 enable him to regensrate the universes But
in the meantimes the people were dying. How many souls .
‘would not bs doomed to endless ages of the most fright- "
ful torments that the mind could think of, before he
: oouldﬁring his spiritual pathology engine to bear upon
thon? BN N o ol N B N
S Pryar, of course, acoffed at. such qussticns, but Brnest detem:ined
to davoto hnselr more ardently to laying up his treasure in hezwen. He
- bagan by trying to convert e Rethedist famﬂy on the third ﬂoor of hia
lodgings, but in talking to thm ho realized that he knew nothing about
Kethodisn md could therafare sa,y not.hing intelligent. Next he ‘went to
‘a,mther lodger, a tinker aamad Shs;w« '1‘he host. umxpeotedly took the ini- ,
tiativa in the aomsrsatioﬂ and early put the curate to flight by asking
him to relate the stcry of tha Reaurrection as found in St. John's gospel.
Tho visitor flounderad and was mrtiried when Shaw told him that he nseded
to study until he could keep hia facts straight befors trying to convinge
aayons else. When Ernest got back to his room, he vas chagrined to find,
upon cmful mding of t.he gospela, that he could not account. for dis-

cmpaneica between._ them» o )
Next the curata mdo an apmintmnt to convert Miss Snow, one of
’

the‘ two single young wmn in the bnilding He had heard that she was a

prostitute, and he felt amsateﬁ *"° show her the folly of her ways. No
. Bible on the table than the door m—-

clasana‘bo whom Emaab had lOOItad

Ecanar had ha enterad and place& hi

denly Openad and one of her men friands,
Emast mtreated in utter diaillusioment

and was 8o md that he kickod his mblo into a corner and, believing that

the other wmn waa a bird of the same father, burst into her room. This

time he g;a pmnpt,gd by physical rather than spiritual desires. Twenty
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minutes later he was in police ‘custody, chargad with saaault, and the
following day he was sentenced to six months of hard lahor at coldbath
Flelds. o ,

" Ernestts only regret was tha.t he was diagracing his parents, but
'meobald infomd Overton t-hat. he ami Christina had eompletoly put their
‘ firsthom out of their ninds.

. As soon g8 he arrived at the prison, Emest dowloped a severe caae
of brain fever and was deiirioua for two monthse When he began to regover,

he doeided ‘that he would be a clerma.n o longer. mit would have been
practicm,y inpossi’ole for him ta have found another curacy, sven if he had
been so nindcd, but he was not so minded.. Be hated the 1ife he had been

' leading sver sincs ha had hogzm to read for orders; he could not argna

Vabout. it-, but ainply loathed it and uould have no more ot it."52
kouaad from his original mntence of hard labor, Ernest had tine to

" read the New Testament critically.

' The more he read in this spirit the more balance sscemsd
to lie in favour of unbelief, till, in the end, all
further doubt becams impossible, and he saw plainly A
enough that, whatever else might be trus, the story

‘that Christ had died, coms to life again, and been car-

uld
ried from sarth through clouds into the heavens co
not now 'be sacepted hy unblased ;:«mp»le.sg , ,

'Ra co::tinuad to pra,y, but tho substauce nf his prayer was now, "lord,

I don’t ‘bolievc one word of 1!'.}' Strangthon ‘mou and confirn ny diabeliaf.”ﬂ‘

He wiahed to somunisatc hia new idaas to his deluded fa]lmmen and decided

thatthebaetwayofreaohimthelwulﬂNmmtmofaalt,

53;.@&:.. pe 2850
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as it wra."5 5 on the Archbishop of Canterbuzy's tail. "Ernest ictuany
believed that if his Grace were brought fage ﬁo face with the facts "he
would resign his Archbishopric, and christimity would becoms extinct in -
England wif.hin a few months? t}m-"gé ‘In order to try out the arguments
he intended to present to the Amimaho‘p; Ernest attempted toﬁrﬁightbn
the ﬁrisqn chapldiﬁ.  That gentleman, hwmr, wae not iﬁprgsasd,fand he
was c‘rbainly mt éomin&éd, | A | | o

* " When hisprisontomwaa éver; ‘Ernest was not Bitter-l» Even Overton's
" news that Pryer ﬁaaa'bac;om«d with what was loft of h;.s. grar;dfather'e legacy
41d not trouble hime Rather, the former clergyman rejoiced that he was en-
abléd; by the adverse tﬁms in his fortuns, to have an ‘excuse for outting
himaal{t off forevarfm nis perents. Hs decided to become a tailor, and
he b;gmnm of life in optimistic termse E

. Ernest «fom;d; as time pasaed.,‘hhat he was thinking things through
ﬁam .sotioasly than he had‘_oiw‘r'dono while he had coneidersd himself a
élﬁl‘mi : |
el e sl s B

L met much as other extremss do; it was a fight
'rhzugansémo:nibo@xt things; practically the Church
. of Rome, the Church of England, and the freethinker
' have the same ideal standard and meet in the gentlsman;
" for he is the most perfect saint who ie the most p;iz-- L
fect gentlemans Then he saw aleo that it matters litt
© . what profession, whether of religion or imliﬁ:g, czar .
. man may make, ed only he follows it out -
" table ingonsistency, and without insisting on it to the
bitter end. It is the uncompromisingness with wmahﬁhat
 dogma is held ang,lnot 1in the dogma or want of dogua

© the danger lies.”’
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" But he was atill unlearned in the ways of the worlde Among the
first things that he did upon Ieaving prison was to marry impulsively a
former eervant from Ba.tteraby who had become a drunken proatitut.e. Before
he discovered that. their marriage wa.s im'alid because she was already
mrried to another man, _ahe had borm him two children and had banlmxpted
his tailorint busineaa. , Emest had long since loat any reeling or low
or respect tor the wonan; 80 it. was with no regret that he placed his ehil- y
dren in a foeter hone and eet. out to begin life for the third time. )
A Overton had 1ooked on 1n eilence, but now that Erneet had reached
his twenty-eighth birthday hs turned over to his surpriaed godson the
| fortune fron Mies Pontirex. ’Ihmugh Judicious investrent, 1t now amounted
to nore t.han seventy thousand pounds. Shortly attemrda, word arrived
'that Chriatina was dylnge Ernest wen£ back to Batterahm the aight of hin
in fine clothes almek killed Theobald, who bitterly resented his son's

‘8uccess. ‘
| Afber christina'e death, Ernest went abroad for several years and

Fa
7

returned, at. tho age of thirty—two, to embark upon & literary career. His

first book, ser:\.es of essays published anonymously and purported to be
~ the result of conaboration among prcmiant church of England dignitaries, |

was an instant success. Ernest treated the main problems that had been

olaguing hin but which hs felt he had congusred—-svidences.of the Resur-

rection, roral ;uthority, rationalism, and Biblical authenticitye. The

rost popular assay contained this theorys

true in so far as it had fosltered
m;ad fostered much beautys It was
it fostered ugliness, and it had
It was therefore not a

chriatianity
beauty, and it
fales in so far &s
fostered rueh ugliness-
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little true and not a little ‘talge:'bn the whole one

might go farther and fare worge; the wisest course

:g;ﬂ.go S:ttg}lig th it., ‘and make the best and not

Emst continwod to writa, but none of hia later efrorta equaled
tha.t first volum. He never remarried, chcaaing imtsad to 1i'm mdast.ly
and watch his fcrtm fmcréase. | Occaaianally he ?isited his fathor, with
whom he mintained an aftoof acquaintancc until ths old nan’a deat.h. Ab- |
horring currant nurary, mieal, and sciantifio trends, he eontonted
h:‘mself with thc balief that. hi.a ideaa er religien and ethics muld even«-r
tually m to be appreciated by fnture generations. -

© From a literary pe:m% of vierw, Butler wae perhapa mora uucceasful

t.ha.n any other nmrolist of the ninatasnth century in prasenting ths actual
épirigual dilema. or tha Anglican cler@'mam Thore tmdaubtsdly were aa:v
(youns men who, lika Erneat, mmunccd the Ghurch; but. 1119_ m of &L M

wa.s t.he cnly noval uhich darad to e.dnit t.hat auch a thing could happen. N

'- ”Lmu PP 398399+



| CHAPTER 8IX.
AN EVALUATION

, ,If ono were to draw a compasita word plcture of the British clerg-
‘man as he appeared in the foregoing nmrels, the artist would have to make
‘use O,f several pmminent featms in arriving at a likeness. . Although thgre
wers exceptions, the t,ypical’ plarical tigm-a was characterized by hie fanits '
raﬁher than by his ﬁrtues:r to pmphx-aae an‘old murgery saying; when he

was good he was very, very good, and when he was bs.d he was horrid. -
Parhapa the foromat ohaructoristis uniform‘ky pointed out by zxine-
teanth centm'y ncmliate scaa tha lack of en invard call to the zniniutry.
- !oung men cntered elarical orders bocauaa their families desired them to
~do sc, or 'becansu thcy saw opportmities tor personal preatige, or becauaa ‘
t.hey wars guidcd by & nisplaeed seal for doing acmething uort.h vhile. ’rhe
clerical aspirant was, moroom, almost invariab.'}y further hindered in his _
effectivuneaa by inadoquata educatioual preparatioa. His theological train-'
ing was clasaioal rather tha.n praotieal and resulted in his being ordained
without tho faintest notion of what his parish duties would involve. Be-
A cauao hc took spiritual charge of & congregation when he himself had no
deap-romd l’aieh, he ahumad porsonal contact with his parishiorers and
,their xrroblesa. Hia hck of religioua oonvictiona also accounted for his
poorly prepamd uormna and hollow aratory. The system of patronage com-
‘pounded tha problem by making his tenure contingent upon family or polit-
feal nasociationa rather than upon religious qualifications.

. Turning to the nineteenth century clsrical novel as a literary

form, one can classify examples of it into three broad catogorios. The



.

'firat aconsists of those novels which, for various reasons, were failures.
‘Thomas Wingfold, Curate was obv:ieusly & serious and sincers effort £o

, rcproamh ths tritmph of christianity over rationalim, but it m little

ROTe than amatam:-ish propaganda. Gearge miot's acgounts of clerical life

. snftereé. fraa an ovar&ase of mlodrm, and whatevar inaidzts Mrs. Oliphant
o my lmru had woro overahadowu& by ridiculous plotss

: 'I‘he second category includas worka which were succeasrul as far as

V they wunt but which failed 'oo go &eepla' bolow the aurfaaa to explore basic
issusae 'i‘rollopo portrayad the aocisl scene with great talant, survaying
the entive ecope of the Anglicmz hierarcmr: ty his own aﬁnission, howavar, ,
ho gave immmity to ths clermn's sacred functions. The Baraetshire

| chvonicha also sufrered fm wordimaa and from an unrealistic frequency

of happy endings. John Galt was another novelist whose cler:leal portrait

: was aft‘eotive in its ccnprehsnaiwmss bn*;/not in its confronting of vital
~ issues. o
" Only ons book m mggg;; f;g_pg, meots the standards of m.
, a.round excellence. Bamml Butlcr’a mntal outleok gave him the edgo ovgr
Trollope and Galt; for while those two prsdeceasors wrote chiefly to pro-
:vida antortaimnb B\xbler wrote because ha folt that he had genu.me per-
~aonal grievancoa to amonicatn 'ihat faot alone possib]y &ecounta for

| ,.the dyhamio !orce of mg E&I of AL Elg..h, a m&atorpicce of narrative
econow, donblo*edgsd hmor, dsep insight, and realisn. One needa only
,;,to oomparo Theobald and Ernest Pontifex with Parson Adams, Geoffry Wild- |
| gooae, and Dr. Primose in order to aee, in renef, the cnlminat.ion of

S

ninetscnth century clerical reprosentation. A



APPENDIX
GLOSSARY

| MB&&O& ~ & chief deaccn; an ecaieéi;asﬁcal dignitary next |
- in rank below a bichop; usually aﬁperviaeé the missionary -
* work of & diocese.
m ‘an ecelasiastieal pcat or office to whieh property or &
T datamﬁmé revenus 18 atuched-«-as a rectory, vicarage, or
porpotml curacys
Bishop = a clormn of. t.he highast orcior, charged uit.h an adminiatra-
o tivehmq@i{on such as the supervision of a diccess. . |
nga - s clergyman. b;slongingté the kdhaptor of & cathedral.,
‘ Qﬁm -8 chmh that contains the official throns or chair of
a8 bishop and that is ofﬁeially the principal church of a
. dioceses B ” |
| Q&Eg& - 8 small or aubordinato plaee of worahip, eapecial]y a Christian
“ aauctuary cthar than a pa.riah or a cathedral church; a churgh
| snbordimte ‘to or depeudent upon the principal pariah church to
. which it is & aupplament of some kind; a placs of worship used
. by members of a religious denomination or faith other than that
eof the ostablishad church:~ of or belonging to a. Prot.estmt non-
o conformist churche ’ o E—
m of mg_ « a chapel in an outlying hamlst of a hrse Parish,
. maintained by the inhabitants and served dally, or on certain
days of the week, by a chaplain provided at the expense of the
. parochial incumbents not having the rights of baptism and burisl. .
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mlﬁﬂl&!ﬁ ~ a Church of England clergyman sho ia without a titls or
banaﬁce in the place where ha offieiataa b\zt whe perfom re~
ligioua services in a chapel, cathedral, or collegiate churchs

- gwm - tha body of canons of a cathaéral who are pmaided over by

a ', a dean and who are charged with wdng certatn adminiatmtim

dec:lsions for the diogese. ; -
- Gurate ~ an assistant or dopgty of a‘r‘ectotv or a vicar.
‘g_g;:g - gpi::itugl, ehargelﬁ a parish; the officq of a pariah ﬁriest or
" “'curate.“,f,';' T ! -
| Mo__q « in Anglioanism, a clsrgyman in orders next below that of a
| priest and usually a mmata for ordination to the priesthood;
; in Dd.saenting congregatims, a layaxan in an administrativo crrice .i
- subordinate. to that of pastors . |
M - tho head of the chapter or body of aanoria in a cathedral church.
B M « the éistrict in which a bishop has ocoleaiastical authority.
' &:g_g Ghapel - a. chapal, uaual'iy on a private estate, which is exsmpt
| - from parachial, archdiaconal, and eccasional.‘ly«though not glwa,,..
from ep:\soopal jurisdiction; its inetmbenfb is not coneidered to - .
, kvhaveacmofssulsc ’
Iﬁmﬂﬂﬁ - the holder of & ‘bensfice or office.
“ &ﬂﬁg - an ecclesiastical estate or incom-producing property.
E&E?I. gm a canon who h&s no vote in the chapter to which he belongs
but who receives a atipendo - ‘ |
M - tho ‘ecclesiastical unit of m; §Mtted to one pastory a
- | portion of & dioceses | o L
| m tha metor o:- .+ incumbent of a pamchial church, .charged with
past,oral car& of ths persons in the parish: one that mpresonts
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| tho pariah in its occlaaiaetical and eorporate capacities,
. m - the holder of the tight of preaentation to an ecclesiaatical
bemﬁcso e L
_Er_g_lggm = the atipcnd or maintenance grantad out of the estate of a
. cathedral to a canon or Other member of the chapter; the land
,'; er t.iths from which the incoms is derivede | -
ngbunda;z a mmber of & aathearal chapter receiving a prabend in
eensidoraticn for his afﬁciating at stated timss in the churchj
.an hnnorary canon with the title but not the wlments of a
. probcndo | | B
m: ~ leader of the rmsie in a cathedral churche ,
Zﬁ-_ﬁ& - a momber of the aacond crécr of clergy in the Anglican com~
- munion ranking belcw a bishop and sbove & deacon.
‘mg;; a alerman of the Church of England who has-the charge and
B care of a parish and owns ‘hhs tithes from it; the clorgman of
- a parish where ‘the tithes are not impropriate. ‘ I
g __95_ ra bishop's ‘seats in a secondary sense applied to the chumh ;m
whieh the saat is placed and the city in which that chumh standa.

 Iithe - ‘, paymnt. in kind or monsy cansiating until the middle of the-

N nineteeﬁth aarxbumr of one tarxtn of the yearly profits arising
| ;"fx-ora :wxd, atock, or pcraonal industry, and traditionally re-
quired of the inhabitants of & parish in the United Kingdom for
-’the Wﬂ; of tha par:.sh ohu:‘oh. ‘ -
Yicar - tha inounbent of an smpropristed or f°mrl,v appropriated
|  benefice of the Church of England; the priest of a parish oz |
_which the tithes are owned by » layman 01': formerly, by a |

spiritual corpomti"m
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VITA

Doralee Alice Forsythe was born on March 7, 1939, in Suffolk,
Virginia. The daughter of a Baﬁtiat miniater;. she lived in North Car-
olina and Texas bofor§ attending the public schools of Jacksonville,

‘ Florida, and Hanover andv Henrico counties in Virginia. She was gradu-

| ated froa';{)oaglas Freeman High School in 1957 and entered Stetson Uni-
versity in Daland; Florida, in the fall of the sams year. She trans-
ferred to Westhazpton College of the University of Richmond in Pebruary
1958 and was gradﬁate(i from that institution in June 1961 with & major
in Engliéh.; With the iniantion of better p:feipar:lng herself for a career
: in public school teaching, she entersd the graduate division of the Uni~

© warsity in the same month. She is the wife of Stewart Lee Richardson; Jr.,

- whom she married in 1960.
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