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CBAFTER I
INTROIUCTION

Fighty-nine years age the Richmond Public School System was
established in & ware-devastated and poverty-stricken city. Many of the
leading Richrmond citizens educated abroad or in private schools felt
that public education meant charity. Under these circunmstances, how
was it possible for this now public school gystem both to dewvelop so
effoctively and to achieve such early recognition? In 1670 educators
had already come to vimit the schocls to observe, critieise and praisec.

They continmued to come from many ports of the United States and from
other parts of the world. Lifs Mapasine, Cetober 16, 1950, devoted an
article to the Hatthew Fontaine Haury School. Following the series of

articles, "Crisis in Education®, Life Mepazine, April 21, 1958, cited
editorially ths Richmond Public School Iysten as being ons of tho few
which had started an adequate program before ths present educational
emorgency wag intensified by the launching of Sputnik I Ly the Russians,
Historica of Richmond and of Virginia devote limited space to

the Richnmond Public Schiools. Little additional infommation is given in
histories of education. Hiss HMargarot Hoagher in her book History of
Pdueation in Richmond, published in 1939, emphasises the locations of

private schools in the city. In the Richmond Public Library and in the
Virginia State Library are copics of the anmusl roporta of all departe
ronts of the city governmont. Included with thess wore the reports of
the superintendents of the public scheols. A got of these yeports is in
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Superdntendent H. I. Willettts offics in the Administration Bullding at
George Wytho School and anothor set s in the library of the State De-
partnoent of Education, Since tha paper used in thess reports, scme of
which are nearly a hundred years old, hae bocome dry and brittle, usersz
are forbidden to romeve them from the buildings in which they are kept.

Throuzh efforts made to contoct persons long associsted with
the Richmond Public Schools canme tho realisation that many hed died,
some had rotired and others werce approaching retirement and would nct be
availeble much longer to relato tholr experdencos. It was felt that
contributions from such people would add & touch of human interest.
Hubbard Cardnor Carlton, in & peper read at the principals'! conference
June 3, 1925, had summarised with brief rominiscences his experiences in
the Richmond Public Schools. dJamaos C. Hoxwood, former principal of John
Marshall High School, had collected and £illed voluminous serapbooks
with memontos showing the development of high scheols in RNichmond frea
their boginning. Since 1926 the Albort He Hill School Parent-Teacher
Apsociation has beon keeping a continuing history of ita orpanization
and events which take place in the school.

Frem these scattered scurces tho dovelopmont of the Richmond

Public School System has been tracsd fren its inaupuration in 1865 to
the prosont. It inecludes the growth: froem a single building omed by
the city to a gystom of fifty~-four Luildings scattored over a wide areay
. from @ course of study congisting of the "3 Righ and German to 8 diversi-
fied progran of cducationy from a mothed of teaching demonstrated and
taught to the teachers by ths superintendent and principals to mothods of



tsaching suitod to the varying abilitiea of individual teachers; and
from a budget of $30,000.00 to one of moro than £8,000,000.00 in 1953,

Such growth soems unbolievable., It is asaumed that this corpilation
from the nany veried and scattored sourcss will be of valus to others
who are intemsted or nay bacome intsrested in the history of the
Richmond Public Schools,



CHAPTFR 11
AFTERMATH OF THE WAR

Just prior to the War Between the States, & statewids edunca~

tional conference met in Richmond, Virginia, and gained pepular support
for the establishment of a free primary school system. The state legige

lature proposed the establishment thereof when next it met in 1853,
Becauso of unsettled conditions between the North and the South, the
actual establishment of such a system was postponed until 1869,
Richmond, the capital of the Confederate States of America,
became a target for the army of the North., "On to Richmond" was the
battle ory. The blockade by the Northern armics reduccd the city ‘o exe
trema poverty. When General Robert E, Lee sent word to President
Jofferson Devis that he could ne longer hold Petersburg, which was the
only approach to Richmond not controlled by the Northern armmy, evacus-
tion of the City was ordered April 2, 1865. Oenoral R. S. Bwell, 4n
charge of the evacuation, ordered all liquor, tobacco and cotton ware-

housea destrayed,
Factorios and warshouses wore sot afirs, liquor was poured into

the styeets and the evacuvating trocps burned the bridges ag thsy crossed
the river to join Ganoral Leo'o retreating m. An unruly mob "guzgled®
the liquor in the gutters. It was this mob from Butcher Town who set
fire to the financial district and the private homes in the city.
Citizens were trying to rescue their property from burning buildings as
the Northern army entered. This any of occupation, under Cenerals
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6
Schofield and Weitzel, aidsd in putting ocut the fires and get wp relief
stations for the needy.

President Lincoln visited Richmond two dgys after ths fire. He
conferred with Judge cmhen,l vho previcusly had sorved on peace come
nissions, about hie plan to rostore the state of Virginia to the Union
as soon as the citizens took the cath of alleglance to the United States.
Lincoln thought this could be done with eass sincs Congress was not in
eossion. He planned that the Alexandris governmont, which included
northern counties that had becn loyal to the United States during the
entire war, would call a statewide convention which would take the ocath
of alleglancs and eall for general elections throughout the state for

membors of Congress, thus returning Virginia to statehood. Unfortunately
this plan did not work because Lincola on his return to Washington was

severely reprimanded by leading Republicans. He delayed the issuing of
finad orders end ssveral days later ho was assassinated.

Prosident Andrew Johnson wishsd to carry out Lincolnts plans |
but he was no match for the radical leaders in Congress led by Thaddeus |
Stevens in tho House snd Charles Suwmer in the Senate, To retum to
statshood Virginia must irite a new constitution providing for a public
gchool aystem? and including the accoptance of the thirteenth,
fourteanth and fifteenth amendments to the United States Constitution.

lﬂmnilﬁon James Eckenrode, Tha Political History of Virpinia
During the Rocenstruction (Baltimoro: Jobns Hopiking rress, 1508), Pe27s

Yirpinia Statutes at Lerro, Vol. ¥VI, 16711872 (Richmond:
James B, Ooo s J» Pe 02,




The most important parts of these as thoy concorned Virginia ware:B
ARTICLE XITY.

1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly con-
victed, chall emist within the United States, or any place subject
to their jurisdiction.

* cesases

ARTICLE XIV.

1, All porsons born or naturaliged in the United States,and
subject to the jJurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the State whorein they reside, Ho States shall make
or enforce any law which shall abridee the privileges or irsunities
of citicens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive awy
peracn of life, libarty, or property, without due procesa of lazw,
nor deny to any porson within its jurisdiction the equal protection
of the laus,

2. snevhe

3. INo person shall be a senator or reprosentative in Cengress,
or eloctor of President and Vice-President, or hold eny offics,
civil or military, under the United States, or under any State,
who, having previcusly taken en oath, as a member of Congress, or
as an officer of the United Statss, or as o momboer of any State
Logislature, or as an executive or judiclael officer of any State,
to support the Constitution of tho United States, ohall have encaged
in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid and come
fort to the enemies thercof. Bubt Congress wey, by 2 vote of tuow
thirds of each House, remove such disability,

hl sbosed

50 206800

ARTICLE XV,
1. The richt of the citizens of the United States to vote

sh2ll not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State
on account of race, color, or previous condition of zervitude,

20 sesane

Formor offlce holders who had taken part in the rebellion against the
governrwnt of the United States could no longer hold offiea. Thooe who
had given aid or comfort to the enecry neither could vote nor could they

3
Constitution gg. the United States.




help malko tho new constitubion. Until these conditions weore mas,
Virginia would be Military Distrlct Humber One. Thus the hope engone
dered by Lincoln's plen for Virgimiats return to the Union was gquickly
destroyed., Prisons, wvhich had confined Union officers, wore now over-

flowing with Confodoretes who had held govermmont or military offices.
Hegroes roamod the streets, wore disrespectful to the white

eitisens, refussd work and stole vhat thoy wanted. Thoy were sholtered
angd protocted by the Freednents Bureau which was an organisation of
Northorners that followed the army into ocowdied derritory, It was a
charitable orpanieation dopendent on private funds as woll as Federal
aid, It sheltered and fed the Negro, veprosented him in court, helped
him make work contracts, opened schools for both old and young Negroes
and trained thooe whose work was most pronising to toach others. This
Freednon's Buresu did some helpful work in Richmond for the Kegroes,
but it changed the feeling of trust and security betwoen the reces.
Thousands of Northorners visited the city. Ameng thom wore

Horace Orecley, Ooorge Peabody and somo of their friends., Hany made
loans to citizens to rebulld and restore thelr hemes. George Peabody

bocamo inteorosted in the nceds of tho people, both white and black,
particulerly in the ficld of oducation. He returnod north to make plans
and collect money to £i11 these needs.

It was in this atmosphere of unrest thot the Constitutional
Convention previously ordered bty Goneral Schofield convencd in Richoond
on December 3 1867, Beceuse many outstanding citizens had been dige
franchised, tho membership of the convention was both uwmusual and



interestings also remarksbls, John C. Underwood, of New York, was
elected president of the Convention. Other merbers were frow Hew York,
Penngylvania, Chio, Maine, Vemmont, Comnecticut, Maryland, and the
District of Colwbin, There wore also men frem Ireland, Scotland, Nova
Scotis, Canada and England. Some wore scalawngs or turncoats and were
distrusted by many Southernors, Twonty~-four Hegroes were merbers cf‘ the
convention. Cut of & total memberéhip of one hundred five, only thirty-
five wero white Virginians who ceme from counties having an excess of
vwhite popuiation, These white Virginians were the sole mpreeentaﬁivéa
of the Statets culture and intalligence.h

Aftor mich bickering over what salary the mewbers should re-
ceive, and whether or not thoy should have & stencgrapber, the Convention

turnod its attention to the writing of the Constitution. Using the
provious congtitution a8 & guide, they added the thirteenth, fourteenth
and £ifteenth Ancndments, Thoy also included the Bill of Righta and then
turned their attention to schools since ons of their duties was to adopt
a public school system for the Commomwoalth.

Stremious offorts were nade to force mixsd schools but the
radical party aplit on the issue. vhito members with children voted

for poparate education of the races. lost of the colored merbers
progent "Didn' want no sech claw in de 133“.5 Cne vehemently declared

h}m Lockett Avary, Dixic After t.ha vWar (Yew York: Double-
day, Page & Company, 1906), p. 253. |

9Ib:%.d. s Pe 256,




10
he Aldn't want his ®chillwm tuh soshate wid rebels an' traitors nbhw”.é
Had the vote for mixed school‘a” beeu succogsful, the white child*a chance
for an oducation, during this particular time, would have suffered death
becauss of tha reaction of Virginmna to the Clvil Rights Bill advoca-
ting mixed schools proposed in théﬁ Senats by Charles Sumner in 1687k,

The £irst meating of the Gemeral Asmzy of the restored state was ine
gtructed to work out details and put into operation a public school
gyeten in 1871. The systen was to be extended a8 rapidly as possible
and Antroduced to al) comnties by 1876.7

The Constitutional Comntion then sought to diafx'anchiae
forever those who had given a&id or comi‘orb to the enemy. Goneral
Schofield felt they were wasting umr_ tims and spending the taxpayors?
money. He said their work must be c@latad within five doys. The fear
and hatred aroused by such disfranchisement won sympathy among Unionists
8s woll ag General Schofield, They tock the matter wp with Prosident
Grant.} President Grent cbtained permission for the Constitution to be
voted on without the disfranchisement clauscs thoreby making it
sccaeptable, |

As soon an} the cmstitﬁtio;x wag aceepted, the citimnéwof
Richmond started plans for & public school system,

Smbia,
Tgchool Law of ¥ (Richnonds Printed for the Board of
Education, m:' PDe - :

anmnton Jemes Eckenrode, The Political History of .v1§ nia

During the Reconstruction (Baltimore: Jchns Hoplkinsg rross, s D121,
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This was not as difficult as it might have been Because
Richmond had had previouns exporience with free schools. In the early
days most Southerners! ideas of frec schools irplied charity for two
reasons. In the first place, tho idea was that education was a privie
loge of the rich and would cesse to be suehi!eduét&onwammntedto
all ¢lagsos of pecple, Men with no formal education who had made pongy
in tobacco, sent thoir children to private schools thus advertising
thoir rise along the sociel ladder. Sccondly, there was an inborn
hatred and fear of taxation. Freo schools were impossible without toxes
even though the cost might be only f£ifty cents a hoad,”

As early as 1802 there had been ward and charity schools in
the city. The ward school was establiched by the rich in the neighbor-
hood to provide education for those less fortunate children ia the
commnity. The charity schools were just what the neme implied. They
were schools for white boys, usually orphans whe were to be provided
with suitable olothing. Although the age limit wag from seven to
fourteen yoars, only in specisl cases could a8 boy remain in the school
more than three yoars before he was epprenticed, Amunl charity scrmons
were held in the Capitol and the boys attended, neat and ¢lean, Collec-
tions to aid the echool were taken, Tho Richmond Female Humano Socdety
egtablished en orphanage to give & home and some education to girls.

98&@& Laiw of Virginia (Richnonds Printed for the Board of
Education, T0U3)s De 210« o
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With the growth of Riclmiond as an industrial city, there was
a greator demand for frwo tax-supportod schools but not charity schocls.
The first effort to cstablich these schools was made by Wllisnm Munford,
Andrew Stevons and Thomas Richic who c¢alled a :aeetmg at Washington
Tavarn, formerly located on the aite of what now is the Richmend Fotol,10
on October L, 1815. Their puipone was to estoblish a Lancastorian
school.n Thoy had made a study of the Fnglish schoola established by
John Lancasters vhich were inoxpensive to eoporete. The children in the
uppar classes were meonditors whose duty it wes to assigt the teachers of
the primary grades. In thie way one teacher, with the holp of monitors,
could teach largs mmbers of children. The moeting was so successful
3,500 peroons subsoribed to the school, The following year the Common
Council endowod the school, gave land and granted £5,000.00 for a build-
ing, Do Willdam Foushee was the chaimman of the twelve trustees. The
Sirst gossion of ths school was hold in a rented room over the market
house. On June 27, 1816, the corncrstone for the school was laid. The
twow-story, brick building was located at 15th and Marshall Streets.
Classes for girle wers hold on the second floor while those for boys wore
held on the first, ‘Those who were able paid tultion while others wore

educated froe. The chardty and ward schools were closed,

101 Wingfield Scott, 01ld Richmond Nei r*hbax'hooda (Richuond:
¥hittet and smpperson, 1950), Pe 9T:" p

D‘wm&.am Agsbury Christian, Richmnd Hex- Pasb and Present
(Richmond: L, H. Jcmkina, 1912}, pp. Vi=5o,
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THE LANCASTERWAN SCHOOL WAS THE FIRST FREE
TAX-SUPPORTED SCHOOL IN RICHMOND. IT WAS ERECTED

IN 1816 AND WAS LOCATED BETWEEN FOURTEENTH AND
FIFTEENTH ON MARSHALL STREET.

LANCASTERIAN SCHOOL
RICHMOND
18l6—13909
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The cost for blackboards was exorbitant so sand boxes were
used. A pupil did his spelling, mathematics, or ¥nglish on the damp
sand. Vhen it had been corrected, the monitor smoothed the sand for the
next student, Flogging was forbidden. The monitor system proved to be
unsatisfactory and was discontimed becauvse so many of the boys were
apprenticed aftor a fow years,

Just before tha Wor Botween tha States, the citisens demanded
that high school oducation bo included, Because the Lancagsterian School
would become the high scheol, it was necossary to open primary schools.
To satiafy the people, one was oponed in each ward so tho small toddlors
would not have to travel such long distances from their homes. These
weye known as ward schools but should not be confused with the earlier
ones. In spite of crowded conditions and poverty, the Lancasterian and
ward schools were kept open during the entire war.

In 1866 the oity eppropriated $4,000.00 for the continued oporae-

tion of the Lancasterian and ward schools. This fact clearly demon-
strates the change in focling townrd the valus of free education on the
part of the citisens,

Whon Richmond become Military District Number Cne, the City
Council discussed public schools but no action wan takon until 1869 after
the new constitution had been accepted. However, the people of the city
wore worried. Manmy of the previcusly woalthy citigzens could no longor
afford private education and were willing 4o swallow ¢he word charity
rathor than have their children grew uwp in ignorance, Accordingly, in
April 1869, a numbor of citiwens potiticned the Council to establish o



s

Richmond Public School System rathor than uait for the State to do it.
A school board of soven merbers wae established and on June 12 $15,000.
wan ‘appmpr:!.atedle and arrangements wore made to cpen both white and
colored schools the following Octo’ber.n This eppropriation wag matched
bty £15,000.00 from the Peabody Fund and the Freedmen's Bureau, Thirty-
two toachors, eight white end twenty-four NHegro, were amployed,

The Peabody Fund wss established through the efforts of George
Peoabody with contributions from Northerners for the education of the
Negro. If the true conditions of the Southern white had been fully
understood in the Horth, this fimd night have had 8 greater share in
helping white children., The fund established schools in Richmond,
Among them was tho Richmond Colored Normal and Hipgh School which was to
train Hegro teachers. A normal school and elenentary schools for Hegroes
had been operated by the Freedmen's Bureau durdng the oceupation of
Richmond and were incorporated into the city system. Other Northern
philanthropiete bocame intercsted in Hegro education and founded the
Joznes and Slater Funds., Northern school teachers (white) were brought
into thess schools to teach the colored children.

1256m00) Law of Virginia (Richmonds Printed for the Board of
Education, 1563}, pe ‘ g

This was in accordance with tho State Constitution which
stated "There shall be establiched and maintained, in this state s
uniform systom of free scheols,”

lebida, PIJ- 52"53 .
"The public free schocls shall be free to all porsons between

5 and 21 yoarg eeewwe: provided thet thite and eoclored porsons shall not
be taught in the same school, but in coparate schools, under the sanme
goneral regulations as to managerment, usefulnoss, and efficlency,eeeew,”
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A Northerner, Andrew vashburn, of Massachusetts, was the
first City Superintendent of the Richmond Public Schools. The board
of trustees appointed by the City Council consisted of the Mayor as
Chairman, the Superintendent, and three merbers from each ward. The
duties of the board of trustees were to superviss and dirsct the
schools as well as to report progress to the City Council (Common Hell),
The board was divided into three committeest one to supervise teachers
and classess & socond to inspect bulldings and furniture; and a third
to handle financial matters. All menmbers wers expected to visit the
schools in their districts as well as those in other districts and to
question the pupils on their achievement. TFrequantly sandwiches and
ices were served to these distinguished visitors. There must have been
eriticisn of this mathod of sponding the taxpayers' money because the
following statement appears in the "By laws of the School Board",
1872-1873, Section 6:11‘

Fo bills shall bo incurred for refreshments, under any cire

cumstances, and none for carriage hire for the conveyance of
the members of the board, or officers thereof.

1k
Fourth Annual ort of the rintendent of the Fublie
Schools of RIchmond, Virminiad, 1B7o~1073 Eﬁc% nd:  Union otcam

Yress, 107L; B Z0L.
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CHAPTER TIIX
EARLIEST BFOINNINGS

Free public schools opened in Octoboy of 1869.. The first year
the white schocls enrolled 1,008 pupile, the colored schools 1,769,
Although Richmondt!s white population was larger than that of the Negro,
rany whito parents were not yet ready to accept "charity” education as
thoy regarded any service at public expense, The first public school
year was so successful, however, that white enrollmentl increased
steadily from year to ysar. The Negro enrollment increassed for a
while and then becams stationary for a short period only to increase
again with changing economic conditions. The problem of finding
teachers for the Regro students was non-existent as thess had already
been supplied by the various philanthropic groups from the North. These
were the white teachers mentioned earlier. However, many Negro teachers
wore being trainsd for teacher replacement.

How the problenm was where to find teachers for the white pupils.
Selection was no oasy tesk. According to Andrew Washburn, there was an
old maxim ; UAs 18 the teacher, so is ths school.® The board set out
to find excellent teachers. There were many Richmond gentlewomen in
reduced circumstances who for the first time in their lives were faced
with the need to supply or supplement their families' incomes.
The knew little of the fundamentals of education having attended

1
Amndix J., P 221.
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private schoola or been tutored. Fow, if any, had attended college.
They were woll vorgod in reeding, epelling, languapes end 4he arts.

Hary knew only enough aritlmotic to kecp housshold accounts.  To offset
the lack of teachor tiaining, the women considered for positions had
excollert backerounds, were of the hirhoet charester, and wers welle
known in tho ooxmnity.

Hen teachers were also hard to find. The war had takon its
toll.s Those with collage training had entoved professions or cosmerce.
Cthors were forced ¢o find employment as a yosult of the ¥War bubt could
not afford to accept the low salaxy'of a teachey, Thoss beat qualified
of tho mon who did apply for teaching posttlons wero solected by come
petitive exoninations, From those Washburn selscted his teaching staff,
Because of the inmificiengy of school appropristicns, mony excellont
tonchers who applisd and took the examinations could not bo hired the
fivst year. This caused many white students to be turned swny vhen the
doors were openod, One school doclined twenty-five scholars, another
£ifty, and & third seventy-five. (A school during this period of orpanie
gation was net e building, tut a grade for instruction such as primary,
intermediate, or grammer,)

In ordsr to train these novica toachors, teacher matitnttzae
were held on Scturdays at 10:00 A, M. for white teachers and at 4:00 P.H,

for coloreds (Whon the city school system became a part of the State

2hivd Anmual Rovort of the Swnerintendent of the Publie ..
Schools of Richmond, VirmiDifs mm%’z-(mcr “Unlen TEeam Press,
s Pe 20a ‘
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gystem in 1870, the Negro teachers in the colorod schools were replaced
by white teachors,) The purposes of the Saturdey Institutes were for
consultation, encouragement and mutual improvement. Thé superintondent
gave much timo to preparation of these meetings. Principals were called
in on Friday aftermoons to give writﬂen reports covering the work of
each day of the week including tho percontage of sbsences end the mrber
tardy.. Ono or more of the principals was assigned a subject for dige
cussion and demonstration at the institute for the next day. The
schadule for the Saturday meeting m=3

1, Calling the roll

2. Musio

3+ Reading the suspension: of pupils list ao teachers would
know the neamss and not permdt such a scholar to enroll in any
school while suspension continued

k. Superintendent reoports on school visits commending
mothods of instruction and discipline as impressed him favorsbly
and sugpesting correction of faults (3 hour

S« Fhonetics - three to five letters ave taught each mesting.
Calking Fhonetice Chart was the general guide though not necessarily

followed .
6. Pormanghip, Spencerian., Two %o four lettsrs taught.

Previcus lessons reviowed by asking teachers to rise and explain
% hour) |
Hubbard G. Carlton commented on tho teaching of permanship in
the sohocza.l‘ Each lettor was analysed. The children made the movemente

and namod the parts of the letter in concert. Then with a pupil or

3pifth Annunl Report of the Sworintendent of the Public
Schoots of MITEon Teater 0T (Miciandr Urfon Steas Pross,

,p-%

bubbard Gardner Carlton, "Evaluation of the Richmend Public
Schools with Reminiscences" (unpublished paper read at Principalst
conforencs, Richmond, 1925). '
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teacher at tho blackboard and the children in their seats, ‘cach made a

mématrb with the amm for each part of the 1ettér. "I‘.‘ha parbg for the
lotter MY wore left curve, slanting straight line,} loft cnrée,” slante
ing stradght line, left curve, elsuting streight line, right curve,
Wben the practice per.lo&‘ énded, Carlton said be was sure that most
pupila vent right back ta uging the finger mvmt.

Te Special subject eaaigtmd to principal reported and dige

Julian Py Thomas, afterards principal of the high aclmol, was
onee asglgned an object lesson on the chair, Holding the chairhigh
before the dignified body of teachors, he naomed the parta as ho pointed
to them, Such demonstretions may seen silly to the uninitiated, yet the
meetings were beneficial se various methods and ideas were presented,

8. Ask for teocherst difficuldies or suggestions

9. If any difference in cpinion arcee of any inportance,

the superintendent gave his decicion

Lator, the teaching of gymmastles and of calesthentiocs was ine
troduced in the Institute both as a healthful exercise and 88 & mezns of
making the school day more attractive. This was quits new to the
teachors a5 physical exsroises had never been ineluded 4n their oun
gchooling. Breathing exsrcises, trunk twisting, deep imee bends,
touching the floor with the hands end games cuch as marching and jumping
the brook which could be played in the classroom wore included. Kate
Manly gave instructions at the Instltute.

‘1‘h§ ‘Saturday Institute contimued for meny yoors. The meetings
were samotimes attendsd Yy northern visitors who gave valuable and
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important information, OSuperintendent James H, Binford, in his anpual
report of 1874-1875, makes this comment on toacher grou‘bh:s |

Principals and teachers have been cordial and cooperative

but I regret some have not boen as progrecsive as is nccessary
for succsassful teachers, Thay do not feol they must grow. Houe
ever, most gave dally evidence of repid growth of knouledge end
8:ill wewwsw goekers after the now and ths Lmproved, readers of
educational works and periodicals and pormit nothing bearing
upon thair profession to escape thelr observation and careful
consideration, Thanke as usuwal to the school board, the press,
end polics,

The principals mot socielly every afternoon at the high school
building. They talked over ths doy's exporiences and exchanged subjoct
mattor tosts, Sometimes they compared the results. In pleasant weathor
they took long walks, usuelly ending wp inf%Schadts Oarden® where & lurge
brewsry was located. Howovor, they didnftt go for the beer but to play
"glmffle board® = & nost intoresting and exeiting game. (Schad's Garden®
was an armusoment park and pienie ground eupported by the brewery and
widely uscd and enjoyed by the ecitizens of Richmond,) They were fim
bolievers in the old adage "All work &nd no pluy makes Jack & dull boy®.
As part of his dutics each principal wae expected to teach one growp
every day, This kept him in close touch with the children, end with the

problens of the toachors.

5 | |
Sixth Anmual Roport of the Smerintendent of the Public
Schools ggﬂﬂcimmd, Wrﬁ%&l}' IR-L075  (Ricmmonds . Unlon Svean Press,
1{O)y Po Sde ‘

6‘?!19 Iibyarian of the Valentino Museun had been unable to
locate this garden, In a telephone conversation on July 18, 1958, ehe
reported she was still trying to find it and had searched through
numerous directorics.
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Another vital organigational problem was buildings and equip-
ment. The Begro schools operated with Feabody end Freedmen's Bureau
Funds were intact. As far as white school facilities wore concerned,
the city ovned only one bullding, the Lancasterian Schoecl. The school
board ronted buildings owned bty the oity, tho Fedoral Qovernment and
thoso private schools that had failed to re-open after the War, The
Jeus turned over to the school bosrd thelr own clasoroons rent £ree.’

Ong of the school duildings wes Bethel;s It had been a
sailorst club before the YWar and a sailors! hospital during the Vay,
Severel buildings had beon used during the ocoupation by Federal troops
and those wero rented to the school board by the Federal Government.
Many were in poor state of repair and unsuitable for classroom purposss.
The city wap more than glad to obtain any facilities which it repaired
end equipped to the extent the limited budget would allew.

Four months after the schools had openad in October of 1869,
the Board of Education made its first report to Council Pebruary 18,
1870. In this report they sot up the criteria for school buildings that

is still in vogue today in Richmond,

7
Herbert T. Egekicl, A Hi of the Jews in Richmend
(Richmond; Horbert T. Emekiel, 5 Do 73¢

8
Horbert T. Egekiel, Rocolloctions of a Newspaper Han

(Richmonds Horbert T. Escldel, 1900); FPs J=iUs
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In order to establish a complete public school gystem,
economically and successfully administered, council should proe
vide suitzble bulldings as speedily as poseible. Such buildings
should be adspted to the purpose for which they are designed.
Thay should be substantinl and ettructive as woll as inexpensivo,
All school Buﬂdinge should be centrally located with regard to
pepulation, ' ‘

During the noxt school year, the Lancasterian School becams
Valley School for Megroes and & roma was added. Tha White House of the
Confodaracy was sold to the schools and becams Central Scheol. After a
year of cperation, the bullding imspoctor reccemendsd that the bullding
noeded an auditorlun end suggested that "the glrls! closot be moved
from the front hall to the outside under the portico because it smellsw,

Madison School was the first now school built by the City.
It was & frame bullding and from the day it cpened, it vas inadequate
~ for the number cf pupils enrolled. Othor schools were :11 Kicholsen, a
private school, purchased by the City with ample room for two hundred
scholars, A room was addod to Pethcl, but whon school cpened, additionsl
claserocons had to be rented in the neighborhwods Brook Averue, formerdy
a church, was corvorted into a four classroam school. The school lot
wag too emall and acconodations so scanty that emly mele students were

10

9 .
, Second Ammual Renort of the aintendont of the Publie
Schools of R VI T (T TRt Fross,
1355 L P .
10

Sixth Annual Report of the Swperintondent of Bulldings,
1873-187h (RIchmond: -~ Unlon Stoom PTOSS, AB(DJs Pe 300s

Ppourth Annuad Boport of thy Sworintondent of the Public
Schools of Richmond, Virginid, 1B7i-1G72 %giicmfﬁs Union Stoam Press,

1873: Ppu 102"101‘0
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adnitteds The Board recommended that 1t should be sold and ths noney
used 40 eract an adequato school 4n the neighborhood, Twelfth and
Lelgh, formerly Mr. Merrillts private school, was rented with contribue
tions from tho North for the use of colored childrun as well as for
toacher training, It uas reccmmended that the property be transferrad
to the city and that the fast.decaying bullding be repaired, HNavy Hil1
School was rented {rom the Richmond Education Association and the board
recommmendad that it be purchased :!.mmdiataly because the rent was too
high, It was tho first school for colored children cwned by tho Clty
and the only ono which has always had & Negro teaching staff.m

Construction of 8 hipgh school building was stgrbed. Tho beard
also recammended that shade trees be planted around the schools end in
187h one hundred seventy~five were planted on school property and
enclogsd in strong rough boxes. The shade trees in the yard of Central
School, formerly the White House of the Confedorscy, may have been
vesponsible for this sugpestion fyom the board. The trees certainly
made this school more attractive than any of tho others.

Increasing school enroliment made building accomodations a
continuing problem, Repeatedly found in the Superintendent's reports
were statomonts concerning added rooms, basemente excavated under existe
ing schools %o make move rooms, and tho constant plea for more new

achool buildings.

12
Anmml Rmort of thy Swnorintendent of the public
Schools of " 75-&«: 76 %ﬁ%x.ﬁ* Union vtoam

Press, 1877 T"‘"‘?’éa-
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To care for the buildings and to see that fires wero started
in %ime to warm them, it was decided thet o btullding to house the
Janitor and his family should be srocted in each school yard. The rules
and rogulations drawn up by the Supervisor of School Preperty, Alfyed
Mosos, give an 1&3 of tha duties of the :janitors.n The kiamhmma In-
ventoryl* of 1872-1673 of furniture and other perishable property
bolonging to the city gives a vivid doscription of the early classrooms,

 The third irportant problem facing the new publie school

fystem was the selection of the curriculums The three essentials for a
good school were and sti1l are that the pupils be able to interpret
thought, to exprose ideas, and to make numerieal computation, There
were to be no diversions, the only exceptions being calesthentics in
the olassyoonm and music dnring cponing exercises., lap drawing was
emphasizad throughout the curriculum, The three R's were to predomi-
nate. Yet Gorman was taught in every schoole. Almost half of Riclmond's
white population was of Corman descent and spoke Gerwan in their homes.
In the prosperous years before the War half of the Enguirer, a leadiug
daily paper, was printed in German. With the pasaing of the years, the
teaching of Cermen was limited to the high school. This continued until

World ¥War I,

13
Appendix P,, pp. 210211,

Appendix @,, pp. 21221k,
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Richmond dividod bor schools according to the system 2lready
used in other public school systems: Primory, intemediate and grammar
grades, Among the toxt books used in thoss gredes tzemzls the Holy
Bible, HeGuffey Readers and Quackenbo's Aritbmetics. The titles intore
mediato and grammay grados wore soon droppod and these claspos were ine
cluded in the primary schools. A child entered school in the 5ixth
Primzy Grede. The course of study™ wss printed 4n owtline fom and
given to cach teacher to kecp in e prominent place in the rooum.

Tho hizh school cowrse of study was formlated &s pupils pro-
grossod into the schools In 1872 the first grovpl! of twenty-six |
students ¢0 corplote gremmar school deglred to continuo their oducation.
Bacaugae of tho axorbitant cost of setling uwp & high school for such &
small narber of scholars, the board decided to ¢pen the school $o amyone
who could pase an entrence oxamination regardless of previcus schooling.
Thore wore gixtye-soven spplicants and twonty-three qualified, The
second story of & budlding between Hinth and Tenth Streats on Broad was
venteds The ppparatus from the Richmond Hormal School was purchaseds
(Thia school had been cperated privately for colored students and
financod by the Peabody Fund, Whon the Richmond System became a part of

Appsndix FIQ, P 220.

16 3
Appandix ﬂo, pp; 215"216«

1
7szrbh Anmal of t.hﬁ Sﬂncrinten&’enﬁ of the Public
Schoola of Fm:i, Yirmnls, Eif% W-I73 (Ficwen nlen Shoon

m;n;g p:-'h il
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the Virginia Public School System, the Richmond (colored) Normel School
withdrow frem the Richmond System.  Only white teachers were emplayed
in the State Jystem, (Navy Hill School was the exception. Later the
high school for MWegroes included a Normal Department.) The ronted high
achool uped only one year included & large assembly hall, gas fixtures
and & boll. The ohemical and philosophical equipment was incosplota.

A small high school was completed and cccupied October 1,
1873« It was located at 805 East Marshall and bad & capacity for 222
scholars, Thore woro not enough pupils to £il11 the building so it was
also used for adninistrative purposes. Having rooms still unoccupied,
all first grammar pupils (the highest primary grade) were consolidated

into two classes and enrolled there. The course of study wag designed

to cover three mr‘a.m

Richmond was very proud of ite first high school graduating
class, An account of the ceremonles was given in the Richmond Dispateh,
July 1, 187h. It wos hold in the assembly room on the third floor
June 30, 187k, at 8:00 P, M, The day had been oppressively hot but by
5:00 P. M. overy scat in the room was filled, Inteorested parents and
public ovorflowod into the sests resorved for the pupils. The audience
was patient, Finally the City Fathers, the Hayor, the School Board and
a fow of the local clorgy arrived. Diplomes were conferred by Suporin.
tendont James H, Binford. Medals for apeeial achievenmente were pro-
sented by the Reverend J, E, Edvard, Jacob Esekiel, honor student, won

18
Appondix H., p. 217.
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the gold modal. Bolle Pleasants was his compotitor but because of
11inces had not been able to take the final examinations. She was glven
a gold cross with her initisls and the inscription "Prima intorparos?
as a consolation prize., A silver medal went $0 Linda Southall for
excollenco in 9polling, One thousand four hundred forty words had heen

dictated by her teacher. Her Spelling mroise Book wus parfect., ot

cna word had baon nisgpelled or erssed. The program follmsw

Tha Cne Horse - Humorousd
0 0F the coul - sung by the chorus
Tor & generation which was not shy of mentioning either
heaven or holl
A school Girlts Future - en cgssy read by Hiss Carrle Walters
" “Thes walters later taught at Madison School and then
bocass @ member of tho first faculty of the Famwville
Hormal School
Addressep - by the Honorsble and Revorend gentlemen preosent
Sad Hour of Parb r » valodictory
"o vl ¢ young 1adies touched every heart |
Final Words J
These wore spoken by Mayor Kesley, president of the |
School Board

Thus ended the firet commencement of the Richmond High School.
How, some seventy years later, Richmond!s high school commoncement cores
monies, although somewhat larger, still retain the fooling of a family
agfair, | |

To insurs the scholars being taught, great esphasis wes placed

on examinations as a bagis for promotion.zo Besides wackly revicws and

19

Nowa ‘item in Richmond Dispatch, July 1, 187h.
mﬂxirtl Annual cf {;hﬂ Sunorintendent of the Public
Schools of ricond, Vir: —i078  (Ricanonds UnlonnScoam Press,

s Ds 125
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tests, two examinations were held each year, one in the middle of the
session and one at the close. The February examination enabled the
teacher to ascertasin with certainty how much instruction had been ro-
tained and encblod the scholer to geo how he stood and what subjects
necded attention, The Juns examination was for promtiun. Prinbad
regulations and questions wers prepared by the superintendent for each
grade, Fach quostion was valued and the pupil could racaive m1 or
part valua depending upon his answer, Exardnations were oral in the
oixth through the third primary and written in tha remaining grades,

For the fimt t.hrea years of the school gystemts operatian, ¢the passing
grads wag an average of 50 per cent in oral examinstions and 70 per cent
in written ones, This was then changed to 85 and 75 per cent
reepectively.zl This rule was not inflexible because some scholars
became nervous and upset when taking the m:mtions. In such cases
-~ the recormendation for promotion or fajlure was made by the teacher
and principal. In no instance could a child be promoted if he received
less than 55 per cent in either mathematics or Engliah. Before the
gystem grow so large, the Superintendent prepared and graded the
exaninations of the high school students himself and kept them on file
in his office.

Copies of the examinations for the entire system were printed
and bound so that all who were interecsted might have access to them, One

mEiv-hth Amual Report of the Superintondent of the Public
Schools of RIchmond, VArginid, 4B76=ib(7 E;iﬁiﬁoﬁa: Union Stean
Fl‘@ss, —1873)’ Poﬁ
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of thoss bound copiles is in the Richmond Fublie Libravy. Follering is
an comrplo of an exminotd 22 given to schiolars who were ready to
ecaplete thoir socond yoar of schooling, It was aduinisbeved in 18585,

KETIAL EXAMDATION
- ARITHHETIC

§1)18+!;~? 13435 7 V+5= 7 942 7
2) Mdd - 5, 3, 2, 5, lss

(3) 9-h+3= 2 B-3+45=7 6-5+h- 2
(L) %ffagam 5¢ and pay 3¢ for an orangs, mm&x have you
o

(5) Make 1 adiition and 1 cubtraction by mcving balls on
mmerdoal Dreno.
gé) Read these mmbers - 101, 900, BL6, 99
7) Hrite the follawing mybors dctated slowly las, 6oz, 212,
390, 80O, 763, 201, 159
(8) Wrlto in Remen notation 24, ?63 Ch: 53; €8, 19; 661 19
(%) Read LAXVIT, XLIV
| Medals end honors wore given for excellence in school work and
for attendama. Flrst honor cavds were given in every branch of school
work, Silver medals wore given for tho bost exercisc beoks. Two mon
fron Hew York visited tho schools and were o irpressed with the
excellence of tho work that thay donated two hundred dollars in gold %o
be glven oo swmrds, A comdtbeo of proeminent citisens, Judges and

nindgters was to distribute this monsy es followa:ss

22 ,
Finel Baardvotions. Richoond Pzzblic Schoola. Juno, :@_Q__,
(Richmond: Jomon E. Goode, 4500), Pps

23
Sewonth 2nmanl b of the Suparintendent of the Public
Schools of Rickrond, Vit ':1'5.'5, T E-15TY T(Uicimond:  Union Steam Fross,

2 De 290,
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In yhite achools:

Thirty dollars to the bost reader in high scheol

Filteen dolinrs for the best hish school eexposition

Tendollarstothebeebma&erinﬂmmmﬁmgmdea

In occlored achools:

Ton dellars to tho bost reader in Vallesy School

Ten doliars to the best glrl ginpoyr

Fifty dollars to be distributod in Bellevue School

Fifty dollars to be distributod in vm@ School

Many medals wore distrﬁ.buted through the Peabody Fund which
had been egtabliched in 1867. Ceorge Peabody, of Fassachusetts,. a
merchont, banzer and philanthropist, wao dooply interosted in public
education, Realizing thot the establichnent of public schools in the
South would precont an almost unsolvable problem to the peuple, he
egtablished a fund of two million dollars to be gpent on Southern edus
cation for both colored and white children. Tor this he was seversly
ceriticised by Williem lloyd Garrison and others because he did not make
mixed schools a condibion in order that whiteg share in the fund,
Realizing thot ‘o many white pooplo public education bhad tho stigma of
the word Ychariby", he sont his agents t}waglmxt the arca to make
loctures and addyosses to dry and £ix in the ninds of the pecple that
oducstion was o funchion of govorment to Lo supporied by taxationy that
the fund wag croatod o holp cogmmities who helped themselvesy and
funds wore distributed smosg commnity, city and state authoritiocs to

ratch loend ei‘farbs.ah

2l
Harparet Meaghor, History of Edueatien in Richmond

(Richmends  Writers! ?ro:}ect, 1559}y Pe Ll
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Virginia shared in the funds more than any other Southern
state probably boczuse Barnas Sears, the firsht agent for the Pund, lived
in Staucton and his successor, Je L. M. Curry, wos an English professor
at Rlchmond College and married to the deughter of & prominent Richmond
family, This sbrongthoned the tics for the admindetration of the Poabody
Fund to tho State and City. Ovorge Pecbody's philenthrepie work was
regpoctod and adnired by both paronts and childran in Richmond.

The Fund, through Dr., Curry a8 agent, donated fiftcon bronse
Peabody ledals for excollence in achicvement, Three medals were for the
Ricknond High School, three for the Colored High and Normsl School, ome
to each white district school {grammar grades to compete), and one to
each colored district school (the first primary and grawmar grades to
capete)s These modals were to stimlete honoreble swbition, diligent
application and superior scholarship, Uhen the pormal couvse wes added
t0 the High School, the Fund mmrded & silver medal to ths scholar vho
best exorplified excellence in scholarship, character and general
promise of usefulness as a teacheyr., The Potbody medele were presented
yoarly so long as Richmond waa»in nood of financial aid,

Later other medals and awards wore distributed such as the lLee
medals for the best esssy contributed by a boy or girl on the life and
chayvacter of Robert E, Lee and o stenograply medal for proficiency in
phonography and typeuriting., The Weman's Christian Temperance Unien proe-
sented o modal for the best esszy on flcchol: Tts fffoct on the Human

Systenm, Cthor medals were given in cach grade for proficiency in map
drawing, in elocution, in gpelling and in attendance.
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The prosentation of medals and swards was centimaed for nany
yoars until capobition becore so kean 1t was feared the health of the
children was being ondengored, Such proescentaiions were discontimed
caplotely for o whille but with changing times rocognition is once
2zadn glven in such i‘oxﬁs as honer rolls, scholzarship, and for outw
standing citizenship and achievement,
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CHAPTER IV
CROWITH AND DEVELOPMENT

To initiato a system in an stoosphere which did not have the
completo approval of the citisenyy was a task for really dadicated
persons. Andrev Washburn worked in close harmony with the Clty Council
and in his report to them stated thatl

The genorel success of the schools 48 wonderful. The progress

of the pupile gatisfactory to & high degres. Appreciation of the
#schools by the peoplo is evident becouse of the great nunber of
pupils turned awny for lock of roome Tho teachors becouse of care
in seolection are earnest and enthuslastic, quick to leamn, eelf.
gacrificing and successfule Ths two Hormal Schools of Richmond

both receivine some aid from the City, have fuornished succcasful
and valuable lsborers in the educational field,

Washburn lofy the syatem to bocoms tho principal of the Colored Hormal
School which wag restored to the Peabudy Fund.

The next school year (1870), the Riclmond Public School
Systen was incorporated into the mly egtablished Virginia Public
School Systen. Only & few changes wore nocassary. With the exception
of Navy Hill, all schools, both white and Nepro, had white teachers and
principals. It was at this time that tho Colored Hormal Scheol withe
drew fyrom the city systems Richmond was allowed to keep its own course
of atudy. Janes H. Binford, who succecded Washburn in 1670, had studied
at the University of Virginia. Since he had taught school and was very

1
Firgt Annual Roport of the Doard of Fdueation and Supsrine
tendent, 187G (hichmonds Union Stoan Proos, 1671)s Ds e
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careful of detadl, it was ho who cutlined the courses of study for all
subjocts in grade schools. Be kept in constant touch with all the
problems and activities of the gchools through poreonsl visite, Ho
wroto criticiesns and suggostions in mothods for teachors, He inspived
confidence in the public sehool systen and at the closo of his first
year of adniniptration gald "eeeew Us have succcoded in laying a soldd
foundation for our future educationnl edﬁ.ﬁw.“a

The death of James H. Binford in the sumer of Wiy gixth yoar
ao Superintondont of Schools, was a groat blow to the people of Richmend
who had 8o mach confidence in his edninistration, A memorial on July 30,
1876 was conducted by Mayor W. C. Carrington, ox-officio member of the
school board, | |

The school board, working with the puperintendents, had drawn
wp rules and mgulations%o govern the adninlstration of schools.

Along with a1l the hoadaches caused by too many pupils, too
little opoco, and very little monsy as well ag criticlem, the sworinten-
dont, the school board and the city of Riclmond itself had reason to be
proud of its accoeplishments in the esteblishment of ite public school
gystem, Visitors coame not only from the city and state, but also from
the North, to whom the idea of a public school system in the South was
6till o curlositys From South Amorica, Australia, Fngland and Germany

2
Feurth Axmual rt of tho Suporintendent of Poblic Schools
of Richmond Virpinia, 38 ﬁgm (Fichmonds  Unlon svcam ©roas, 16137,

PQ .
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cama other visitors since the fame of the Richmond Public School System
had even sproad sbroads In 1871 the Coxnlttee on Schools and Colleges
of the Virginia House of Delegates devoted an entire day to the inspec-
tion of the schools in Richmond. During the sams yoar 2,829 parcnts
and friends visited tho schools. James H. Binford stated in his anmual
report {187L) thet public sentimont in regerd o publie schools in the
clty was groving mere and more healthy every year. Leading eitimens
rogarded the gystem as en irportant clement in the permanemt advancement
of the clty and were begimning to examine into the details of study and
disclpline procedures in the schools. Many had expressed thoir grati-
fication at the progress of the work end the mannor in which 4t was done.

Ne A+ Celking, assiotant suporintendent of schools in New York,
whose phonetic charts were used in Richmond schools, wrote in a letter
to the superintendent, after a visit to the Ricimend %hmla:h

It 12 oxcoedingly gratifying o find so many evidoncos that

a8 suvre foundation i3 being laid for an efficient gyoten of public
8chools ewwww Lot the good work, so well bspun, go on under the
sama wise mamapement, and the dey will not be far distant whon
the people can point, with just pride, to your schools as among
the bost in ths country.

In 1875 the Honorablo Thomes ¥e Biclmell, an educator, fomer
Suporintendont of Instructicn in Mossachuseties, and editor of the llew

England School Journal (now published as tho Journal of Education of

h
Socond Annual Neoport of the Swperdntendent of the Publie

Schools of Michmond, Virginia, iB70-107L (dchmonds Union steam

25683, 3372), Fa gﬁ
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Boston Univorsity) wrote a sorics of articles about the Richmond Public
Sehools aftor his visit to Richnond. In one of the articles he says:s®

It vill be a nattor of marvel 4o our readers to learn that the
present, system in Richmond, which has beccmt ons of the nost popuw
oy departments of the City Govermmont, was adopted by the City dn
1869 « only soven years ago. 1t met with stout cprosition, and
encountered the prejudice of the wealthiest and most influential
of tho citigeona for gome tirme; bub einee, its growth in public
favor attests tho value of the work dono and the saerifices of
thoza who have lobored for its octeblishment.

5
Lottor received from NEA Department of Research May 1, 1958,

6

Soventh Annual Report of the rintendent of &1_1_?_ Public
Schools of Micimond, Virpimia, 107ow=1576 'E%&Emmz Union Steam rross,
Eh'; 7 ;! pﬂ&‘




. CHAPTSR ¥
POLITICS AND THE SCHOOLS

An if tho insupuratd enofapsblia school aystam wore not
provlen encurh by 1%e0ls, tho mi'zgly unsolveble financial m&i&iﬁn
of both tho clty and the state creatod crimis after cxdgis in gohool
affairo, It was imposaible £0 keep #ho schools oub of politice. The
paoplets roeprosontatives in v irpovorished State logioladuve voled
o eopue the cblignticn of poyment of all bondsd dobts asoumed before
the Var &9 voll as the %’ardems.l Bervis woro e0ld by the Sta%baﬁh
for the payment of interest on the debd a3 well as for the cantimmisr
of ita pudlie achool gyeter. Bemmpa@lamacmwm&
curzency; the State voted thob tares might be paid either Mth@aha*'

with coupons fron the bonkdis. Veyy littlo cash was received bv tho tax
¢olloctors., Coupons, howover, would pey noither teacherst ealar&aa noy
rent for ochool buildings. The citisens woro paying the sehél tax but
tbem&%mmmwmmmmmtwam Inlﬁ?Be.n
act passed tho loglslature uhich roquired the Stato Auditor ’ee pay the
schools thelr constitutionnl quotas of state funds in mam

In gpite of this, 4% wap discovered in 1876 that the schools
wore dus nearly 94300,000,00, By 1870 this emount had increaged to

1
Willien Asbuxy Christian, ilchnond Ior Posot end Prossnt
(Richmond: 1. He Joniing, 1912), pe 05

ammlea Cs Pearscn, Tho Pead'notor lovonont in Vizginis
(tew Havon: ™ Yalo university Prooo, 10.7is De Ols :
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£650,000,00, If to this emount were added the inberest due on state
bonds bought with mongy belonging to the Literary Rund, the amouwrt was
over {1,000,000,00, The Litorary Fund was & ¢rust fund establishad in
1810 by the State Legislature to be used for educaticnal purposes in
erergencios, The bill creating the Literary Fund® providod that ell
monies from cscheats, confiscationg, penaliies, forfeitures and all
rights of personal property found dorelict cshould be appropriated to the
oncouragenent of learning and the auditor of public accounts ordered to
open an account designated as the Literary Fund. In times of stress
this fund is usually questioned Ly the public as 4o whether or not it
might be used for purposes other thon educatlon. As an exarple of how
it had boon used, scme of the bonds purchased to pay off the statets
indobtodness wore finsnced with Literary Fund money. B
| Tho City of Richmond at this time owed the school board more

than $35,000,00, During this poriod of financial stress incrvasing
mzdbers of children were demanding adnission and the salaries of teachers
and of principals were reduced, Becmse some of the buildings vere
almogt beyond repeir and unfit for use, the supervisor of school builde
inga constantly demanded bettor heating, botter lighting, safer drainage
and dmprovad roofa. Seme heating focilities; in fact, were held tegether
with plocos of wire and patching and painting had been done as far ag
funds would allow.

3
Codo of Virsirda, 18L9 (Ricirwond: Ritchie and Dunnavant,
%2

1850)’ ﬁtm:% L] L
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To care for the increased enrollment, half-day scheols were
instituted in the lower primary grades. Cne teacher was employed to
teach two sections, receiving ten dollars move per month, Balfwd@
schools lator extonded through the third year, The superintendent cone
stantly reported to Council that half-dsy schoole wore detrimental to
learning in the upper grades bub his warnings were to no avail,

The city and state were evbroiled in avtumoil of politice
over the debt question, the payment of which had become an irpossi~
bilitys Soeking to reduce expondituves, some frantic citisens imnedi-
atoly twmed to the idea that the cost of public education was en
unnscessaty evil, Leotters demanding the closing of schools sppeared in
the nowspapers, Some said, "It is better to burn the schools than to
permit the Stato to defewlt on intorest paymemt on the debt."t The
public school question was debated pro and con in the daily papers.
Since the schools had become exceedingly popular with approximately
90 per cent of the population attending, it was bansidemd izprudent for
a politiclan to speak againet them. A now political party developed
splitting the Democratic organization asundar. Nowed Readjuster Party,
it did not wish to repudiate the State debt but to ask the creditors to
exgmine the Statets financial condition a:zd {0 readjust the debt accord-
ingly. The Readjustera were jJoined by mary Republicans under the

leadership of State Sonator Williom Haheno who wes so dotermined that

L

Charles €. Poarson, The Recdiuster Movemont in Virginia
(lew Havens Yalo University Proog, 49ifJ)s; De O2s »
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this party should win the State eloction for seats in the logiclsture
that he camo to the Cityy of Richmond to swervice and to direcﬁ the
carpalimm. Besides the readjustment of the debt, the schaala wm PYO=
mised groater financial add, the poople wore pmised more rallreads and
the Hogroes widor suffrape and grester Civil Rights, The Readiusters
won tho election by cnly a emall Senste majority. 'Ehsy immadietely
started to clean house through ues of the spoil system. ¥o govermmental
departmont oy agenyy escaped them. Thoy evon tried to pgot a bill passed
that would give them control of Richmond's City Police. Judpes were
dismissed with only thivly days' notice. OState and City Sci;ool Board
offieielo vere diomissed in order that thoir pesitions might be filled
by izmq:eﬂenwé but politically important people, Some appointments
even roached down into the teaching professien,

In Richmond, Governor William Sameron sppointed two Hegroes to
the School Board, Cne was his office Loy and the other waz & pom.mams
White teachors and principals, formoerly assigned to colored schools,
were dismissed and replaced with colored personnel. The interforence of
the Loglslature with local school affairs arcused the people as much as
any octher obnaxious deed done by tho Readjusters, A campaign wag imedie
ately undorwsy in the newspapers to defcat the Readjusters ot the next

eloction. To furiher fulfill campaign promises, the MeCullock Acté was

5

Charles C. Pearson, The Readiustor Hovenent in Virginia
(New York: Yealo University Presd, 1047), DPe 301

6’9’13'1’1111& Acts of the Corneral Asoombly, 18781879 (Richmend:
Jamea Ee Goode, L0003 Pe 94
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passed readjusting the State debt to a more reasenable sum and later the
United States Supreme Court directed West Virginia to pay one-third of
tho dobt Virglnia had contracted befors the War., To aid the schools,
the Honkel sm7 was enforced, It provided that 75 per cent of the
taxes assessed each county or city for school purpogses should ba ro-
tained in local areas for the use of the schools. The State Auditor was
required to pay the schools funds in the amount of $15,000.00 each month.

In spito of this sudden upheaval and unrest, the City schools
had & successfyl year. The suporintendent of buildings began his repairs,
the contract for a much needed school was let but the teache:p' salaries
were not raised, In the next election the Readjuster Party wae ovar-
waelmingly defeoated. The Democrats, upon getting comtrol in the lLegisla-
ture, vacated school boards all over the state as their first act and
ordered now ones fomd.a In Bichmond, Smmmrﬂent Edpgr ﬁ. Garmt.b
was alloved to finish out his tern of office (July 1686). Ho was then
olectod principal of Moore School whore he served until his health failed.

Hegro priﬁcipalb were dismissed but the colored teéchers
wore allowed to remain in the colored schools in spite of the efforts of
some organizations to have thom dismisced. Examination of the records

7
Vireinia Acts of the Coneral Asserbly, 1878-1879 (Richmonds
James B, QO%TBKO,, p;-gﬂe lz’

8!1; G. Cariton, "The Fvaluation of the Richmond Public Schools
with Reminiscences" (papor read at Principele' Conferonce, Richmond,
Virginia, June 3, 1925},
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of Regro pupils showed that those whose achieverent was highgst had
attended Ravy HiJ1 80!10019 which had had colored teachers ainee it was
erocted in 1874, The schocl board folt this record more than Justified
the retention of the Negro teachers.

Although more money now became available to the School Board,
the problems of attendance and housing did not allew an inerease in
toachers! salaries. Some of the primary classes had as many as sixty
pupils per c¢lass and grammay grades ran as high as forth-eaven, Hew
studente nunmbering 1,500 had made application for entrance but 300 were
turnad awvay wvhen the fall term bogan.

The ewporintondent asked the Council for restoration of
salaries. On refusal, he mado this conment in his annual report:

Whenever the Gitjr Fathers are approached on the gubject of

monoy for the City schools, they invardsbly reply, *I hear our
schools are ea good as any in tho country. Wwhat do you want
with more mongy?? The aschools are, but the teachers deserve
ROTS MONGY e

In 1887 John B. Cary, the Superintendent of Schools, went
before the City Council to plea for the restoration of pay. ’Iia begged
the cdty to do more for its teachers and restore the salaries widch had
baen cut several years previously, Ho reminded them that the lady

teachor had no vote and consequently no voice in a vote for a salary

In1thrutheus Ambush Taylor, The Nerro in the Reconstruction of
Virginia (Nsshington, D.C,1 Tho Assoclotion Tor The Twudy of Negre TiTs
an ory, 192 ), PP 160-163.

mFifbeenth Anmual Report of the Suerintendent of the Public
Schools of :gictmnd, Vircinia, 1083-480l  (Hichmonds James E, Goode,
» Pe 204
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raise, e also reminded the august dody of the mligiouslwmespmidcd
for the aged and orphansg but for the sick old teacher, nething Would
the Council please consider that at some time their sisters might be
forced :l.nto the fiald of teaching and become depen&e:m upon thai:'
charity? Earlier hs had said to the councils

Tt soems that whon their salaries were fixed (reduced) muscles
were at a higher premium than braing eew-s It appears from the
carefully prepared table of the Superintendent two years ago that

- they were receiving less compensation than the laborer who digs
- tyenches on the streets and smaller salaries than the teachers of
any city tho same gise in the Uniked States. Surely, if we valvue
ecducation, this shouldn't bo so.

1
Finally Cary was successful and the salaries were restored, 3

MONTHLY SALARY SCALES

1877 1891

Principal, white High School 125,00 £200.00
Principal, Richmond Colored Rormal & High School — 75.00 166.00
Senior Assigtant High School Principals 63.00 100,00
Distriot School Principals , 100400 150,00
Orammar School Toachors (High School) 50.00 55.00
Prirmary School Teachers L0.00 L5.00
Pirst Yoar Teachers 30.00 20.00

11

santh Annual Report of the erintendent of the Public
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The city bogan its first large ccale construction program.w
Elba School wap build for §11,508.51, Springfield School for £6,578.27
and Esst End for $3,472.55. Hoore and Marshall schools were corploted
and ocoupied for the sespion 18861587 and West Fnd School waa openad
the following veare. In opite of these now sccomodations, there was
never onough money to teke care of the wear and tear on property owned
or ronted. In gome schools coal stoves were still in use, Hesating
facilities were always in nced of ropair and when this was no longer
possible, they wore replaced by the new hot water furnaces, Sanitery
facilities wore mdwmﬁngamtheymandatadiatancefm
the school buildings., In the newer bulldings a type of sanitary
apparatus had been introduced which flushed autematically at timed ine
torvals, Such facilities the school board was most anxious to install
in all buildings. Wooden blackboards contimally needed replacing,
Slate Wlackboards used in the nower buildings were proving more satise
factory and would prove to be less exponsive because ai‘ their durability,
Bulldings were always in noed of paint and other repairs. Bells and
¢locks were constantly woaring cud.

The merbers of the School Board wers inspired with dreams of
an enriched curriculun, The fact that money was not available did nob

in the least doter them from such wishful thinking., They envisioned a
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new high school, equipped with lsboratory facilities for an enlarged
progrem in the mturel sclences, and a fomal Depariment for the traine
ing of teachers, A fow extra classes ‘ﬁeken in the senior yesr was the
usual practics. Thore would be cookery rooms and parﬁiculaﬂy for the
Nogro students rooms for manual training, Art and music sust became &
vital part of each child's program and besdness classss should be
added, Uight school would of necessity become g part of the school
gyatem and business courses would have to be introduced.

" on the retirement of Johm B, Cary in 1889, Willdam F. Fox,
the beloved former principal of the white high school, wasg elected to
the superintendency. He laid the framework for a more oxpandable
curriculum when he made an addvess January 1, 1851, to the School Beard,
principals and & fow visitors. It was in honer of the twenty-first
birthday of the Hichmond Public School System. He gave a short cunmary
of the history of the schools in Richmond, which at tho time ranked
fourth in nfﬁc;ianuylgmng the schools of the country. He pald glowing
tribute to the first State Superintendont of Public Instruction,
¥illien H. Ruffnor, and reforrod to him 88 the "Horace Marn of the
South's |

Fox praised Jamas H. Binford, a former superintendent, whose
Judgmont and untiring energy had guided the Richmond schools in thelr
infancy. Drawing from every sourco accesgible to him, from letters to
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educators, from visits to othar school gystems and from other sources,
James Binford had formiated end had perfected a gystem adapteble to the
neads end requirements of the community. He had done his task so well
that his successors found it necsssary to medify only miner details,
| ¥illiam Fox praised the vork of the teachers and principals.
Ho thanked the Comncil who had slnoot alvaye mot the demends of the
schools, not alwsys es promptly, however, ag the schools would have |
liked, He thanked the School Board who bad given go mch of their $ime

without remunoration.
. In his summary of twenty-one years of existence, Fox made the

16

following ocomparisons

1870057 2850100
Schools (clasoes) 73 236
Teachers 73 230
Faxpenses 242,625.00 $139,827.09
Per Capita Cost 13.35 13,57 (Inc.5% Int.on
Schools cumod 1l 17 bonds)

He went on to sgy that Richmond was conservative.

Ve have clung tonnoiously to the substantlals of education -
tha lasting, the fundamontals, and have refused to allow ourselves
to be drown ausy fron our carefully determined courso by the
phosptwigsaem brillianey of the transitory or tho merely orna-
nental,

The schools had been judicious and wise in gpending but costs would con-
timie to be groster because of the groving populotion. School authori-
ties wonld have to see to it that.tha 2 capita cost remained Juoh.

lélbida s Pe 13,
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He gpoke of the oducsticnal rosources and irprovsd methods. Ho alse
gave rocoznlddon to the work of teachors who wore also suthorsg and whose
text books were usod in Richmond ochiools as well as in other sections.
Somo of tho titlos of the books were Sirplified Hothods of Teaching,
Scheme, Corploto and Thoroush, for Tesehing Parsing, and Bost Mothods of

Yep Drowing,
In his closing remaris Superintendent Fox spoke of the future,

saying that porhaps wo had been too conservative, shrinking from change
that might Ydamaps emooth action of machinaw“,m Adhering to the gub-
stantinls of education is right

but whils we have supplied our puplls with the bone and
msdle, and sinew of education, might we not, without lspoiring
the action of these, add that which would glve roundnsss and
gyrmotry $0 the whole? In ouy efforts to secure the practical
t#z have largely neglscted the seothetical. Ve have omitted to
inkroduecs those bronchos which, though having & practical valwe,
aro especially fitted to cultivate the feelings, vofine the taste,
and give gymetry and copletencss to the whole character. The
tiscues that £111 out the mmen form in no wxy interfere with
the functicns of the framework and its sttachments, btut, on the
contyary, combine with them to form a beantiful and perfect whole,
So those assthotic studies instead of interderring with the
progress in the sovored onos sorve to glvo rest and recrestion g9
at the sane time that thoy olevate end refine the whole character.

The City Council decided to give tho Vhite House of the
Confedoracy {Central School) to tho Scuthern Momordal Literavy Society
for use as & libravy snd musoun. This meant that the cily would need g

mIbid..
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new high school bullding, Although there was no money for such a builde
ing, tho architocts got bugy at their drawing boards. They began plans
for a now high school worthy of a city the sige of Richmond, the Copital
of tha State, Hewmthile, the students were boused in other school.
buildings.

Too eventa during this cra concerning the Confodsracy affected
the schoola, One was the placement and unvelling of tho Lee momument,
May 7, 1890 was declared a holiday. Mever before bad so vany visltors
been in Richmond for a speciel ovent., The city was decorated with
flags. The shatue; in four wooden boaxes, had arrived at Elba station
(located at Shaeffer and Broad Strests), These were loaded on wagons
and long ropes were attachod for pulling. 1Mon, women and children took

hold of the TOPaDe

Tho command "Forward Moreh! was given. To the music of bands,
the procious gtotue wao pulled from Tlba Staticn to Allen Avenue
¥hore it wos assasbleds The repes with which the wagons ware
pulled were out %o gmall piecos and taken homo by the pecple as
prised souvenirs.

{Mre Hugh P. Powoll, & retired Richmond broker, then a student at Condral
School, %111 cherishes a pieco of this ropo.)

The othor event was the reintorment of the yemains of
Jofforson Davis, Uay 31, 1693, Schools wore olosed So that pupile might

take past in the coremony. Under the divection of Coptoin E, D, Starke,
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a8 Chiof Harshall of the ceremeniss, 3,500 school pupils assambled in
tho neighborhiood of the high aschool at $:00 A, ¥, They formed in line
of procession and marched through the Governor's grounds to the Capitol
whore Jefferson Davis's remains lay in State. 45 the line moved forward,
each child droppod a flower on the bier. The superintendent reported
the good behavior wae gratifying. "The moral tonc and discipline formed
one of the mest attractive features of the occasion. wet

An experimontal class in cookery wes introducod for seniors in
the high school 4n the fall of 1895. fThere were thirty lessons offered.
Fiﬁeenofthaamminplaincoakmgandﬁfteenmfanwmp%ingc Cne
logoen of two hours duration wze given each weck. Closses made rapid
and substantisl progross, They servod 8 well cooked and well seasoned
lunch to the Board, Captsin E, D, Starke offered a gold medal for pro-
ficiengy in cooking, The medal was comtestod for by seven girls who
each gtood 100 per cent on the examination. It was given, by lot, to
Margaret W, Prosser. General A. L. Phillips gave & medal for second
rank. This wng contested hy three girls sll of whon stood 99 per cent
on the examinotion, This medal was given flso by lot, to Exwma B. Mundy
who later tought cooking in the Richmond School System. To each un-
guccesaful eompetitor, the school beoard presented a souvenir consisting
of a handsomcly mounted Contennisnl half dollar. (This was issuod in
1881 in honor of the surrendor of Cormmllis at Yorktewn.) The cooking

2 |

: %- ourth Anmual Report of the Superintendent of the

Public Sthools o Tond, VATLATLG, JLo3=l00k  (ILchnond:  James e
ane, m)’;;; pm




55
clasges wore tamporarily discontimied in 1897 as an oconony measure.

‘The superintendent suggosted the cpening of manual training
clagses, to no avail. He felt that the schools could better sorve the
eolored population by offering coursecs preparing them for jobs that wore
thondng in the commundty rether than academic courses preparing them for
collego., Hampton Ingtituts, st Hampton, Virginia, had already initiasted

22
such & program which was meeting with greabd suecoss. T™he grouth of
industry in Richmond was stismulating some industrialists to ask the
tichools to give courses to both white and colored that would offer prace
tioal exporience before entering the factories,

In asking the School Board for permission to introduce drawing
clasoos dnto the schools, Superintendent Fox listed the following
maaoassaa

1, Art is an expressive language glving expression where
words fail., It cultivates the pouwer and hebit of accurate cbsere
vation, develops perception and the love of the beautiful,

2 It is indiapmsibla to the architect, engraver, enginecer,
doodgner, the drafboman, ths moulder, the machine builder, and
head mecharde of every crafh.

3¢ It trains the oyo.

Arrangements were made by the board in 1897 with Heath and

Company for one month's teaching and dmanatmtion.gh On alternate deys

”m:-zemnh Anrmal Reuort af the ﬁ ndent, of' the Public
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drewing was taught to ell children in Marshall and Leigh Schools; every
day to post graduate (Hormal) students abt High School.  Every afternoon
the teachors from soverel buildings were taught at High School. ‘me work
was satisfactoty end clearly demenstratod that it could easily be ﬁaug!zt
by the r»egular elassmw teachor, The School Board roalized its value
but econooy forbade its introduction abt this time.

| After Fox's spoech on the history of tho schocls, the school
‘board asired that the matter of the introduction of vocal msic be ine
vostigateds After consulting his teachers and principals who had had
experionce in the field of msic, he recczmended that it be introduced
as it | |
irproved the child physically (oxpanded the chest), stimnlatod
attention, produced quickness and acturecy of thought &5 well as
doveloping powers of voios and truining to produce the best tones,
indonos and foroboarancos 2 DromOking
In 1890, in ac’:ﬁérdam@ with a reeclution of the school board, Ginn and
cwpam; Mw export teacher of vocal music to spendamonth ahmﬁng
what, mmld be done in teaching music and in teaching the teachera proper
methods of instruction, 4 Mp. Brill held regular clesses in High School,
Ballovue, Loigh and the Colored Normal and High School. Ho also visited
nogt of the mldings and gave sample lessons of instructions Superine
tendent Fox way greatly impressed with the results and vrecommended to
the Board that musio be introduced. The tomms of Ginn and Company were

2%
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‘lborel and the timo’ gpent on misic need not be great cnough t6 interfere
with the regular acoderdc progsan,  Onee agaln financisd reasons delayed

To meet the noods of pupils who found it necomsary %o work
during the day, night schools were opened in 1889 at Elba and Hicholson
Schools: TFach gchool had three two-hour perfods a week., Attendance
was not at all satlsfactery as pupils elocted to stay ab home for frivie
lous vonsona. Because of thds, an application and & pledge form wore

requixed; vne oigned by the parent or guardion and one by the studsnﬁ..%
To the Principal of School T hereby requoat that
. ago regicing at
B admttod to ' Hight School.
promise that, 1T ry TOGUSST 10 prenced, zmldaan&nnwpmr
throughout the ontire temm to keop X ronpt
and rogular in altendance, woll behaved, and conpeant am% the
ful in prepaving __ _loesons.
rorent oy Luardia

I hoveby respoctfully apply for admdesion to_
Wight School. I faithfully promiso thaty AL my spplication is
- granted I will stiend punctually and regularly throughout the
entire toma, except when I en too sdck 4o loave home, or vhon I am
excused in advance by ths Prineipaly that I will carefully propare
vy lossonsy that I will faithfully cbesrve all the rules of the
ochool, and will conduet mysolf properly ot all times while under
tho control of the school autheritios.

Hane

Wooidence

26
on ...rs_ Ammal rh of the Superintendent of the
Public Schools of '%E—'l TBoCI00D,  (hickmonds | James B.

&0‘5’3& M): P?"TIB




58

Tho next yeay tho seasion woe more successful. The idle and
the diporderly were excluded from classes, Howevor, this spurt of
enthusisen died. To stimmlste interest the School Board gave prises for
attendanco - five dollars for porfect attendance, two dellars if only
one claps were nmlssed, and one dollsy if only %wo classes were mizsed,
This proved more stimilating than either of the pledres. When night
schools wore opened for colored children in 1895-1896 their attendance
was moro satlsfactory. As cconcerde conditions worsensd, enrollment,
attondanco end achievenent in night schoole increaped markedly, The
prindipals, dodicated men, gave at their own axponse extra hours of
toaching to thooe who aspired to furthor thoir advencoment. It was with
doep rogrob that the achool board was forced, hecguse of ceonomic
necessity, to close the night schools in 1857, The progrem had proved
costly and the muber attending did not justify the eXponso.

In 1891 & two-year business course for boys was introduced in
Righ School, I% inalurhd phonograply (shorthand) and typewriting. A
postegraduate course was also offored, It wae most gratifiying that the
gradustos of this progren wore sought after by buginess men of the
c:iw.a? In the pesgion of 18941095 two girls were allowed to enroll
in the business courses.

Rnoun o5 the "gay nincties®, thie era in our history wag only
partly goy for the schools., It cpencd with 8 sevexrp diphtheria epidemic -

»gecond Anmal Report of the Superintondent of the.
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which closod the schools for a time, This was followed Yy an outbresk
of smallpox in neighboring counties. Although there was & mge
bidding & child who had not boen vaccinated to enter a public school; no
provision for enforcoment had been made. The schools did their best to
corry out the law and suggosted to the City Council, through the Board
of Hoalth, that they cmploy an expart to verify vaceination claing of
all pupils and later to cxomine only those just entering school. Two
docborg wore placed at the dlgposal of the supordntendont. They examined
the ams of ovory pupil to see if the vaccination had "token's 4 record
wos mada and the pupll given & certificate of vaecination, If tho
vecoinsticn had nob Ubaken, the child ves vaccinated for the suall
charpe of ten eenta»eg Fox roquired of every new student a cordtificate
~ from & duly lleenged physician. This measupe, it mﬁ hoped, would pre-
vent the spread of smallpox inbo the schools. A course in physiology
and hyplone was requived of svery toacher. Doctors He H. Levy and Lowis
Cy Boshor pove & course of six loctures ench at the Medieal College of
Virginia, They also donated tha use of thoir leboretory and such
gppldances as were needed for 1llustrations, L

In 189k a boost was given public vducation whon the Department
of Superintendonce of the National Education Association mot in Richmond,

for-
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Some of the most distinmuishod educators in the United States and Canada
wers here for the discussions. "éiSeti‘nga were gpen to the goneral publie
ag well as to teachers. The stimulus glven to educational thought ss a
result of these meotings had a decidedly beneficlal ¢ffect on the work
in the schools,

tne of the beneficinl effects had s bearing on the clection
of teachors, The School Board listed the educational requirvements oo
woll as tho qualifications for its teadm-,sa A toacher had to bo a
gradute of the post-graduste class of High School or of the Celored
High and Sormal School, State Hormal School (Farmville), Pesbody Hormal
Colloge (Lynchburz), or the egquivalont thercof, Praference wag to be
given teachers who wore greduates of Richmond schools. If a teaching
poaltion woye not opon, the applicents could serve é,a rosarve teachers,
4 reporve toachor was required to teach ono doy cach month undor the
supervigion of a yogular teacher and to holp gensrally around the
school. She would bo callad on to substitute in that school (later she
was givon five dollars a month for thio work)e Scme of the qualificaw
tiona for & teacher were: Inowlege beyond the toxtbooks, health, ambi.
tdon to excel, patience, tact, pleasant manners, s love for children and
the power to intorest them. T¢ becomo & prineipal of Bigh School, & man
most be a graduate of High School and have had college training as well
28 cxporience in tmch:lngt

Tuontdoth Anmual Reporb of $he Superintondent of the Public
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To holp the teachors with their woric, a corbination library
and reading roon vas seb up. It included reference works, a8 dictionary
and porlodicals,  The school board began purchasing sots of the
Encyclopedia Britormicn for every white school building, as far ss their
pongy werd.  In 1893 Lewis H. Blair presonted, as a Christmas gift, to
each colored school, o oot of the Incyclopedis Britanniea, Such was the

gl beginning of the school libraries.
Ancther ploosing event of the 20's was the presentation of

United Statos flsgs and Bibles to the echools, Undsr a rosoclution of
the school board, ths Senior and Junior Orders of United American
Mochenics, on Februzyy 22, 1892, placed flapy on poversl buildingo snd
presentod the pchools with Bibles., To commemorate the ceremonles each
negbor of the Ribls and Flag Commdttee was tho recipiont of a mzm.ﬂ

 The preat deprossion of tho 908 which had beon gwocping tho
country, reachsd its lowest cbb in Richmond in 1896-1897,7° Five hundred
banks in ths gtate falled, Obher banks pub & limit upon the emowmt of
mongy that could be withdraxm. Sordp was used in tho payment of wages
and galarios. Some merchants sccopted serlp as cash, Obhers required
& discounts It was epperent before the opening of Riclmond's schools in
Cchoboy of 1897 that there would not bo onough noney on hand to meet the

n
Mrs. Ann Parich Williams pocsootss ono of these medalss It
was progented to hey father, D. Hs Parrich, who vexved as o merber of

thg coornitise.

Bzh’illim Agbuyy Chrictian, Rlclmond Hor Past and Progent
(Richmond: L. He Jenkins, 1912), p. L5,
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December payroll (last nonth of fiseal year).  The school board spplied
to the cify for §80,000.00. The Council, after due congideration, found
it impossible to supply the monoy.  The Doard ordeved that the schools
bo closed on Decesber 12, 1897, Toachors and principals “with o spirit
of genorous devotion® to the grstesm agresd to teach ap usual for the
remeindor of the months Thia avolded o break in the school year, Scme
rerbers of tho Councll made repeated efforts to cm the nmoney for the
teacherss H. Go Cavrlion yeports that szlaries wore repaid with intovest
mich lnters The school board cut expenditures to the bone and closed
the night schools,

The pupils reflocted the unrest and fear of the period and for
the first time the swerintondent, in his anmual report, mentions conduct.
He sald that there wes a marked unrosh ameng the pupils piving a tondency
toward disorderly conduct and a disrogard for the legitimate restrainte
of scheool authoritys Hpils scemed to hold more lightly the high ideals
of eulture end chamcter which had marked the Richmond schools from thodr
beginning. %o add to the confusion and dotross of the clbizens, the
winter vas mogt sovere.

- The emow began Saturdsy Februory L, ad 2 otclock and a fierce
gbom raged unbil Mondoy at 9 otcdlocl; tho enow continuing to fall
for two dzyo and soven hourse The gircotcars stopped, busincss
was susponded, the railroads wore blocked, and there were no traing
and no mail, schocls closed end overythlng was at a standstill, wwe

It was not wntil the fourtecenth that the mgéa wore opened and
- pohools did not begin untdl the sixtoonth,”

23
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To add to the misery of the people both the Valentine Msat Juieo Company
and ths Allon-Ginter Tobacco Factory burned during the blisgand, throwe
ing many parents out of work., Fortunately there was on hand encugh fusl
to supply the city's needs. 7The council, os well as tho oitimens, did
all that wag poosible to get fuel and food to the noody. There was mch
sicknoss omong both pupils and teachera. Never-the-less, the superine
tendont reported the percentage of premotions gs only slightly lowor
than that of tho previocus yeary.

Tho city quickly shook itsolf out of this depression, The
tobdcconiste, finding a ready mariket in Furope for cigerettes, had con-
verted thoir factordes and wore employing greater mmwbers of workers.
New businesses wore opened in Richmond, among them the Amerdican Locow
motive Yorks and the Trigg Company. Business bopan to boom.

The Trige Company ostablishoed boat yards with the embitdon
of making Richmond the site of an important ghip duilding concern. Thoy
contracted with the United States Covermmont to build three torpedo
boats. The launching of the first torpedo boat,Shubrick®, built in
the Sounth waas an evont in Ric&mndssh Schools wore closed., Pregident
Ho¥inley ond his esbinet were present. The President made a stirring
pddrons to some 35,000 people,

The Richmond Chamber of Cormorce wes organised and as one of
their firpt projocts decided to make Broad Strest the Vpreat vhite way”
throuph the installation of electric lights, TFor the lighting ceremony

34
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a threo doy carndval uag hold., Broad Street tock on the appearance of a
groat fair, Thore weye ferris wheols end merry-go-rounds ot the inter-
sections of tho streets and booths lineé tho sidewalks, A parade wop
held each doye. Forr the parade of flowers, % carrisges vors bodecked as
were thoir lovely oceupants. The second day thore wap a $rades pavads
with floats representing the businesces of the city and on the third
dey the schosl children paraded,

Asa gign of this growing prosperity, t.hemé were two nw36
innovations in the school system, The first was oye oxeminations. The
school haar& directad DA, C. Falmer, a distinguished city oculist,
to examinge the qyeo of high school pupile and 673 were exsmined. Of
those cxomined, 296 had below nomal vision and could continue thoir
school word: with diffienlty. The eyes of 163 wore so defective that
they should not with safely combinue tholr work. . Parents were immodi-
atoly notified of those facts and plans wore made for Dr. Palmer to
exmmdne the gyos of district school pupils the following yoar becauss
46 ves feared that the defects would be greaters Heny of these pupils
were already retardoed and had not gradusted Yo hlgh school,

3B
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In Hoverber 1899 the Amoriean Masic Corpeny”! offered o speclal
inducemont, for the introduction of muzic inte the schools. The agent
epreed, at no mqaensé to the board, to give musie tuition free for six
months.  He visited all schools and formed choruses in both high schools.
Ba gave the tocachors wecckly instruction in the #rt of teaching msic
with both surprising and pleasing results, | The teachers, mary of whon
doubted their abm'tar to conduchk the daily exorcises, grow progressively
nore confident and self-rolisnt as their knowledge and experience
| inercosed. The affect on the pupils wes good, Thore was an increase
in interest and o highor moval tono, also an irproverent in discipline,
Ap a climax to the carnival, 3,000 school childven under the direction
of the agent and acoarpanied by & militery band, gave @ concert in the
Capitol Squere. Many considered this tho best feature of the carndval,
Pive choruses of high schocl students added great chamm to the commence-
mont exorelsss of both hich schools. The success of this exporiment
showed cleardy that music should and rmst becomo a part of the school
currioulum. Valter C. Mercor, on axperionced and successful Richmond
moiclian, was wisely selected by the board to teke charpe of musie the

follouing sossion,
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RENAISSANCE IN EDUCATION

There was a rovival of outsids interest in the schools, The
Richmond Education Society (later kmown as the Richmond Educational
Aspocistion) was foundod. Its poals msl

1. To furthor educstional thought

2. To arouss public sentiment for education

3+ To prosent the most irproved methods of ingtruction

Mary Cocke Munford, for whom Mary Manford School has been
namad, was tho leader of this sociely and aleo the first woman to serve
on the Richmond School Boards Not only did the socioty sponsor open
nestings with m:rbanb gpookers, bub the members actually helped with
the work in the schools,

Tho Public School Art Club was a branch of this society.
Thay loaned picturcs that wore circulated among the schools. They ine
flvenced the Mount Vornon Association to donate eopies of Stuart's
Washington which were hung in each classtoom.” They stimulated both
children and teachars to a more artful decoration of their rocms.

1
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Tho Nature Study Club was another branch of thie socicty.”
Hembera visited the gchools and took classea on fiold trips. They
cifered a prise of twenty-five dollars to the school that mads the
greatest Irprovemont with living plants to their school yard, The
monay was to bo used to contimuo this work of beautification. The first
awvard went o Randolph School.

Probably tha greatest drive of the society was to interest the
public in the introduction of & kindergarton progran es an intogral part
of the City School Yyatem., This idea was never relinquished wntil
kindorgartens were fimly established.

There wag at this time & robirth of interest in education
throughout the Scuth and ence again it was instigated through tho ofe
forts of Forthern cducators. Its loador was a cler@m from
Happachusetts, | Edward Abboth, who called a conforence of interosted

eduestors at Cepon Springs, Vesh Viminia.h The goal was to create &

nore faverable senbiment in the South toward educational facilities for
wder-priviloged groups both Noge and white. In ordey %o have woll
plannsd and irteresting meotings, pre-questionaires were pent to all
pouthormn swperdntendents and as & result discussions developed on toxae
‘tion a8 a support for sehools, consolidation and transportation, indug-

3
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trial training for Negro ochools, prepavation and the selection of
teachore, campulgory education lavs and supervision in rural schools.
Theso discunsions were so succossful that local superintendents hold
rectings in tholy rospective commmndties. A¢ the fourth meeting of the
orlginal gromp, the Southern Edncation Board was formed.”

Soveral notewordly meetings wore Seld in Richmond. Tho first
was April 22-2h, 3.903._6 Robert Ogden presidede The Richmond Educational
Asgociation wes in charge of the meoting, Tho vellroads gave iberal
mates, The :zwspspers pove & gonorous welceme and doclayed their faith
in the purpose of the meebing. Ogden brought twelve distinguished
puests in hig private train., Among them wore Reverend Hugh Chamman fronm
London, England, and the prosidents frem Bamard, Johns Hopldns, Bryn
Mavr and Hount Holyoke. Covernor Montague opened ﬂm conforence at the
headery of Mupde, Outstanding talks wore given by Walter B. P11 and
by Dre Iyman fhbotts The successful conference was followed by & recep-
tlon at Richmond College.

In 190k Captadn Vawter of the Miller Marual Labox School epoke
on $he proper edusstion of youth as ong of the most powerful agencies
in building & stato. In 1906 the Cooporetive Education Association, the
State Teachers! Asscclation, the State Board of Education and tho
Pichmond Educaticnal Associabion, hold a jolnt mocting November 27-30,

8:4324am Asbury Christion, Richrond Hor Past and Prosont
(Rielmﬁ Le H. ‘Mﬁm; 2.912); D GBte




The purposes of this peobing mms?

3. To bring together all elements, intellsctunl and finone
Sn?;&; m to do with cducation for better undorstanding

2. Through this means to assure educational advancement

Thiy nooting was regarded ag vory suceessm by all partici-
penis. i‘eaciwra woro the distinct gainers from ‘thei!' at.‘hené&nm at the
nootings of the aggociation with toachers from other parts of the stato
vho visited tho schoola and chared thelr cxporiences. Tho final moate
ing of this sorics which had begun in 1903 and which had done 8o much
to advance on mcierstanéing and support of educatiem‘l problems by the
public wes held in Riclwond :m 1509. Governor Swanson presided. The
spoakers wore noted V}lrgm&a sducators and gmfeaéim and busincss
men. The soall conferonce hold ab Cepon Springd, West Tirgiole, had
recpod & harvost, Every citizon was sware of the value of public edue
catdon anei m@r to face the cost of wmving it ?hemfam, em:h
publie aypmval and financial :wpport, the acimale were madar to forge
ahead in buildings, equipment and & broadenod mmmﬂm.

Tho imetua for this mbﬁrbh in educotion in the ptate wes
ﬁw fomution of the Gowpﬁmtive Mtinn Lggociation of Virginia in
‘bhsa state Senate chanbor in 1903, The assoclation eleeted Dr. Samuol

Chiles Mitchell, of Richmond Colloge, president. Tholir goale ine
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eludedta
& nine month school tem; & hizgh school within reasonzble
distanco of overy child; welletrainod tcachersy officient school
spervisiong sgricultural end industrial training; promotion of
school libraricsy schools for defective and dependent children;
- citisenn? educational leaguss in overy county and oity, :
Tirds sare associstion encournged by Mary Cooke Munford and
friends inctitutod, in 1905, the May Carpaign. May was the month soloce
ted for the roads wero romsonably dry end oll day meetinge with cutotands
ing speakers could be woll-ationdaed,
Richmond, as well as the state, profited from this cwpaimn.
The Virglada Leogicliature passed 2 panslon zet for $eachers who had
Berved twenty-five or more years or who were, after twonty yesrs, in
peor haglih. Tho ochool board, for the Livst $ime, pgave a lcave of obe
sonce with poy for teachers to travol. The Nationsl Civic Foderation
made arrangenonts with the Intermational Mercantile Harine Company and
the Honoreble Alfred Mosoley of London t0 have five hndred American
toachers visld the gschooly and colleges of Great Britain and Ircland.
The tobtal cood of the trip vas £200,00. Hominetions for applicants were
%o bo made by the school boards, The School Board of the City of Richmond
wni:. a dalég:aﬁien of Richnond teachers. Among them wasg Mss Cornella
Adair who had boon feaching Just two yoars end was only ninsteen years
olde &he wap later to boeome the first classroom teacher to be elected
prosident (1928) of the Wational Fducstional Assoclation. She reports

8
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that the trip vas wondorful, that the English teachers showsd them every
courtesy and hospitality, and that she was able to take a eids trip to
the continent at vory little additional nmt.g

School playgrounds were opencd to the general public during
the sumeors undey the auspices of the Civie Taprovement League and the
Fodoration of Mothers! Clubs, For the genorsl welfare and safoty of
the pupils, Live escupes wore addéd to the school buildings at the suge-
gostion of the City Inspoctor of Buildings, Vacation schools were begun
with acadenic subjects in the morning and nature study excursions in
the eftornoons,. Those were to benofit children who nooded to make up
doficiencios in their school work or who ocouldntt loave the cify in the

BUREmaT,

?
- Telephone convorsation with Miss Cornelim 5, Adair, May 2k,
19658, ‘



CHAPTER VIX
- THE HEW HICH BCHOCL , KIMDERGARTENS AND A BROADENED CURRICOLUM

By 150L the mmber applying for ontyance to the hich sehool was

80 groat many had t0 be turmed away even though some classes were hold
in rented rocms outside the school itself, The building was too erowded
and unsanitary conditions prevailed. Public sentimont favored and de-
manded & now building, A committos was formed of councilmen mnd school
board membors to study the situation, The Council appropriated
$300,000,00, the largest appropriation yot made for a single building.
In 1906 the cify purchased the entire block bounded by Morshall end Qlay
Streets betwoen Eighth and Ninth, for the eroction of John Harshall High
School,. k' This was tirice as mach property as they had proposed to pure
chase the year before tut the growing enthusissn for higher education
enticed them into the larger purchase.

| Foxy the superintendens, snd James C. Harwood, who had boen
appointed prineipal of the Eigh Schocl in 1905, (Ho sorved in this pos
for thivty~three yoars.) busied themselves with plans for & largoer and
more modorn high school with an enrdchod curriculum, They planned to
presorve the good of the old and add the bost of the now ideas in the
£014 of education. They believed & high school course should aid in
channeling a pupil into hig Yifots worle and proposed the following
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courses:
Gonerel Course - to promete culture and intelligencs

Classioal Courss « to lesd to college entrance
Scinntific Coursa « to include smvvica, chenistry, blology

and geography
Commereisl Course « to srply the needo of business

Manuald, Training Course ~ to supply the needs of industry
aaﬁmgffgigs Sclencs end Ard Comrpe - to £ill practical and
~ Each course should load to & diplame and bo of oqual training
and cultural valus, Tho first two yoars for each would be identical
and gpocialization in the various flelds of study should predominate the
last two yoave., Thia would make the high school a four year syotom,
Thay also proposod @ fato yoar Hommal School open to high achool gradue
atos, This nomal school would be condueted in one of the district
schocls under the supervisicn of good and axperionced teachers, where
the students nmipght obsorve and proctico teaching.
On Tuesday, March 1, 1908, pround was broken for the new high
Bchool.? Jemes C. Harwood made @ £osf introductory remarks, Rabbi E. M.
caliahgam tho opening prayer. He was folloved by Charles Hutzler who

opened nis ‘speech with these mrass"'i
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Lot us bo glad end rejoice.

This is the day we have waited for.

This 4s the day wo have pleaded for.

This iz the day we have hoped for.

Thdg is the day we have prayed for.
Tnorica® wag gung by the eudlonce, During the singing thirty studento
(representing cach class in high school) with shovols docorsted with the
high school colora, broke the ground ab @ given sigmal, The sudloncs
vas full of enthusissnm aod congratulationss Dr We Co James, of Grove
avenna Baptist Church, pronounced the bensdiction.
| The cornerstone for the new high school vae laid Septesber
30, 1908 by Tesple Lodge Mumbor 9. State and City dignitaries were
pregent. Music for the occasion was providod by tho students. John
Stewart Bryan wis the speaker, Previously, the Board had decided to
nene the now high school John Harshall in homor of tho famous Anerican
whose formor homo 6111 Gtood on the southesst cormer of the lot. The
8chool was to be orected on land which had formerly beon Marshallls
garden and orchard and where he had picked cherries on his way to
Darnsdadids k?&ﬁmt to ;’xasé the time of day over a cup of coffee with
‘othar Richmond gantlamemh aﬁvémnr Claude Swanson made the dedicatory

e

address, In the afternoon the sxercises were held under the auspices
of the Junior Order of the United Americon Mechanies who prosented a
handsone Bible and Anerican flag. M‘wr sppropriate exercigses, the flag
vas hoisted and the Howitzera fired & calute, After dimner there were

more addresses.

I‘Julia C, Pollard, Richmond's Story (Richmond: Richmond
Fublie Schioolg, 19515)3 Pe 80,
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The cost of the land and equipment of this modern high school
was §575,000.00. The tmild:mg included fifty~-five acadomic classroons
and four scicnes rooms which wasw mmm to be the best equipped in
the South, There was also a modern and hendsomely dosorated auditorium
which for mrw yoars was used ag a clvic centers Asong the mectingd
held there begimning in 1910 wero the Wodnesdsy Club, a Ricmoﬁd musical
organization which hold its rehearsals ﬂmm; the anmial metings of the
Shate ’i‘eacmra‘ Aspociation and the Stato Sundayy School Associstiong
the Richmond Education Asscciation; the Conference for Welfare of
Children of ?i:-gﬁﬁa; the High School Alumi Associotion; ag well as
meobings of tho patrons of the school end a mmbor of lectures of civic
inﬁemai;. _ | | |

" Hlo provision was mede for cquipping the achool with maps and

charts, nor was there any gyrmasium or libmzy; S. 7. Beveridge, one of
the oldest high achool gredustes, preposod that the alwmi supply tho
bcoke for the libraxy. The Alwmi Msociatich vhich was formed hoped to
raise %2,500.00 bty April for this pUXpOs .

Fox and Harwood did not ab once achlove tho inauguration of
‘@11 the cources thay had plammed for the now high school. The Superine
tendont's Repord of 1910-1911 shows that diplcsms wore given for corple-
tion of the folloving com-aessg :

5
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Latin Course :

Hodern Language Course

Selentific Course L

Marmal Arts Course for boys and girls (domestic saience end art)

Camercial Course y
Fox comentod that a very high standard of scholarship had been retained.
Every studont was required to take at leazs'& one year of mathematics,

It wag decided that German would boeomo. an eloctive instead of a require~
wont in the Manusl Arts Courses.

Az the high school program shows, Fox's earlier dreams of a
broadened curriculum had bogun to materialive. Ono of his first dreams
to ba fulfilled vas the addition of kindergartens to the system, This
idea oi" kindeysartens woeg not now in Richmond. As early as 1833 a |
kindergarton had been privately cpereted at Saint Joseph's Academy.
Virginia R, Snyder, éan@mer of m:» prominent ivon manmufacturer, Asa
Snyder, went to New York City and took a cowrse of study in Kindergarten
Hethods under Hiss Coe, cne of Froobols pupils. On her return to the
city, sue trled to porsuade school authorities to introduce kindergartens
into tho gystem, but withoubt success. Ghe then opened her own kindore
garten in 1877 at hor father's rosidence.

'me. Richmond Education Socloty became very interested in the
kindergarten mcsvamnt6 and begen a cupaign to arcuse public interest in
ita establistmont as a part of the clty's systen. They brought kinderw

6
- Thirty-cixth Anmal Report of tho Suporintendent of the
Public Schooio of Richiond, VITiamis, ioOh-1905  (Fichaond: —Jemos B

3 ] pm.




77
garten specialists as speakers to Richmond, Améng them wore Sallie
Fairchild of Boston and Harriet S, Neil of the Phoebe Hurst Kindergar-
tens. Harriet Neil had had wide experience in this work and presented
the claims and methods of the kindergartens. She aroused interest in
the training and development of the 1ittle ones. Fox, who earlier had
not favored this tyée of work, said that even if kindergartens were not
establishéd in Richmond, he wbuld at least madiﬁr thé primary work to
1

‘:Lm-:ludebome ofkthe kindergarteh principleé. He became a staunch
supporter of this movement, Sallie Fairchild siarbed a Training
Séhool for Kindergértens. It was directed by Alice H. Parker from
the Phoebe Hurst Training School., Mary Cooke Mmford, of the Richmond
Educail;ion Society; and Alice Parker contlnually petiticned the School
Board wntil the kindergartens were established, The board decided to
open kindergartens as soon as money was available. When the money was
appropriated, teachers vere elected and schools were selected for the
location of 'Ehe kindergartené. ' |

In the seasion 1903-190k three kindergartens 'were established,
one in each grade school district. One was housed in the new Madison
Schodl, The others vere in emsll buildings elther on the grounds of the
schools or close by. Each school had a director and an assistent., The
number of applicants for entrance far exceeded the seating capacity.
The feachers wore earnest and enthusiasticy the pupils delighted; and

the patrons showed a constant and appreciative interest. In order to

?Ibid. , p * 12’

X
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obtain better undorstanding of their work and offorts, the teachers ore
ganized Mothers! Clubs.  Theoy also aveiled themselves of the opportunity
of attending the Richmond Kindergmen Training School which was later
incorporated into the Richmond Normal Schoole Alice Parier was tireless
in her intorest in the Richmond teachers and the infant kindergarten
progran. She vigited the ochools frequaﬁtzy and gave aid and suggos-
tiens which proved a gulde and inspiration to *bhé toachors. Popular ine
terest and sentiment prevailed and by 1905-1906 thore were six kinder
gartens, supervisore, twelve teachers, three bundred pupils and & grow-
ing demand for additional schools,

Some of the primary teachers were cpposed to kindergartens as
they did not understond nor appreciste the ideals and ideas of the
kindergartens, Aldce Pavker, who had becane ai;gerﬁear of the kinderw-
gartens, felt that the kinderparten snd primary teachers should become
Mﬁar aequinﬁed with ‘each othoprs? work. Huch of the work done in the
kinderparten in form and mmber was repeated in the first primavy. The
child wasted tims instead of progressing. She recoomended & connecting
clags boe sot up Lo bring the two into closer cooporation. An inter-
chango of visits among teachors of the different schools holped. She
suggosted that where thore wore two rocms available for kindergartens,
the aix year old pupils be teught seperately and in thig way oridge the
gap into first piimary. | |

' In 1908~1509 there wore thirteen kindergartens. So many
pupils enrollcd that aftorncon sessicns were nocegsary in the Chimbe»
rago and Vest Fnd Schools. Amie B. Kird, vho had roplaced Alice ;?ai'kér
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a8 supervisor, began child study groups. Popers wore presented by
mothers and toachers in the meebings. Fox folt that the Motherst Cluba,
which had bacaro @ city-wide orgmnizetion under the Federation of
Mothers! Clubs, could be dotrimontal to the school system since no
teachors had besn invited to becoms membors. He insisted that one teacher
from each of the thirteen kindorgartens be included to present the cducs-
torts point of view and to kecp in balance o better understanding of
edncationsl pcliciea'.a

The med for & colored kindergarten had been apparent for some
time, The Hational Ascoclation of Kindergartena? became interested in
this project and apreed to pay the teachor 4f the city would provide
the gpace and equipment, The first kindergarten for colored children
was located at Baker School,

¥ore kinderpartens wers started the noxt year and one was a
pift from lMiss Grace A:'enbagm, 14 was ealled the Belvidere Kindergarban
and wog fully equipped. The kindergavbons had an exhibit, at the State

Teachers Assoclation, which sttracted large erowds and won platform
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comtendation.  In 1511-~1912 a Methods Class was held twico 2 weok &t the
request of the kindargarten teachers. The topic wes "Primary Teacherst,
A firsh only a fow primary teachors attonded bub as tho success of the
meatingd sproad, not only fivst but sccond primavy teachers sttended in
force., HMutual understanding of each othorst work was accompliched, The
next year the prirary and kindsrgarton teachors held joint meetings,

The kindergarten building, located in the yard of West Pnd ‘
School (Stonewnl) Jackson School), wns & ono-story, brick building with
cloak rooms including tollete located on elther side of the door as one
entored. The rest of the bullding wee & large sguare room with a huge
circle outlinnd in black on the floor. In one corner was & planc.
{Fox had boen dstrossed sbout the moie and whon monmy was available
each kindergarten toachor had boen allowed five dollers a month for the
hire of a planist,) On the planc was & conteiner holding 2 emall United
Statog flag for each child emolleds In dlagonel cormers were long low
work tablos sob at right engles, with em2ll kindevpavten chaivs surround-
ing then, Stusrtts Yashineton wss bung in 2 proninent spet oa the wall,
As the pupils arrivod, each took his chaly and placed it on the odpe of
the circle for opening ewercises., If any one wero lato, he had to bring
hia chair and sit outside the eircls which was roprimand enoughl After a
prayer, by the head kindergarten teacher, the children sang & hymn, After
this, they otood and began to march, cach picking up his flag from the
assistant toachor, These flapgs vwere held proudly because of talks on

love for our country. The teachers incleted thot the children march in

rhythm, After thin exorcise the childven took their chairs and asserbled
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&t the tobles in growps, Various types of hand work were done then. I€
it were Christaes time, psper choins wore made for Christmas trees and
simple calendars were made and pasted by the children for their parents.
At othor times rugo wore woven for doll houses and paper baskets wore
mdé., The toachor in charge of each group sew that each child leammed
to count 88 he worked, and uoed scissors, crayons and paste camétly.
Then the children marched to the clesk rooms for their lunches which
were eaton gt the tables after the singing of & simple blessing, They
went back to the circle for storics end scmetires thay helped make them
wp!  They talied obout where the things thoy used in kindargarien ceme
frem. The doy afber o talk on butior, s jar comtaining milk wne brought
into tho kinderparten, If wis pegsed around the eircle, each child
sholcing 4t b4l butber was formed, The janitor's wife made hot biscults
and thoy were spread with the butter uhich had been made. A growp of
prouder children hag probably nover besn scon.  Besldes these things,
the childven weve teusht sirplo games, pooms, and songs. With blocks,
they learnod simple addition and pubtraction and how to count. At the
end of the year cach child's handwork for the scssion was compiled by
the teacher and given to him in the form of a béok. It wa2s a prized
possesaionl

| Just prior to World ver I kindergarten mothods bocame lose
formal., The children wore cncouraced to interprot and experimemt,

1
Personol interview, June 10, 1957, with lrs. Tliceboth Cox

Jobnson, a former kindorgarton pupil vwho citended West Ind School.
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Miss Ketherine L. Bullock, one of Richmendis cutstanding kindorgarten
toachers, was sont by tho Board te spend a weook 4n ¥ew Orlecans attonde
ing the International Kindersarten mﬁ@mm She roturned with valusblo
sugsestions and enthusiasm. Ab the request of the Beard, she gave
demonstrations in the experimentel method of using building blocks and
in music interpretations Children demonstrated body movements end
danced o msle thay had never heard before. Thoy also interprobed
plctures and mreery riynes. Among othor idoas introduced were visits
to the Beattle Fam and to grocery stores in the commmity. Afer such
exporionces, children roproduced farms and stores ca their sand tobles
and with building blocks, On Bagber some five hundred kinderzoriners
vislted Saint Panlts Church, listencd to a chort semon and song. After
the eervice, they crossed to the Capitol Square to observe slgns of
naturels ewalening, In 1925-1916 a Czmoe Festival for the kindergarten
children was held in Byrd Parfe, Hany parents and interested cltizens
cane to watch "the 1ittle ¢nes play thelr games". The festival wes
finally dizcontinued becsuse the City Band was no longer ongaged for
summer concorts and it had been responsiblo for the music which accome
panied the genen, Werld War I was upon us.

The sweoassful operation of kindergartons sproad bhroughout
the comtry. Muy distinguished vigitora cime to observe the Richmond
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Kindergarten Syutem.lg Among them weye Ir, William Heard Kilpatrick
from Colurmbia Teachera' Collage who gpoke on "The Hodem Intsmmta'hibn
of Froebel?, Othoer viaitors eama from the Freoebel College of Chicago
Univarsity and dimctora of Kindergartens of I-ﬁse«mri and Maxyland as
woll as fron other cities in Virginia, Marion S Eanckel, supervisor of
kindergartens and of the first. grade in Richmond, presented to tlmsé
dletinguished guests a picture of the Richmond kindergartens in actien,
their ideals and their experimental course of study. The course of study
included the daily time schedule and & report eard develeped for kinder-
garten and first grade pupils. She received requests for coples n;f ﬁhisA
course of study built on the project mothod from Passalc, New Jerseys
Chicago, Illinois; Teacherst College, Hew York; Meteawaka, Indianaj the
University of Missouri and the Superintendents' meeting in Atlantic City,
Now Jorsey. The fame of this outline contimed to spread as far south
a8 Texss and as far west ag Orogon. Tho Kindorgerten Unit in France
asked for help., Inoluded with the outline were sent fifteen cloth screp
books full of pictures, one paper doll and cne cloth doll all made by
the kindergarten and first grade pupils of Ricimond, The project method

later becane known as the activity method.
In the fisld of music the plan, introduced by Brill tho agent

from Ginn and Company, of holding aftemoon clasges for the training of
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teachors, was followeds A course of study was compiled, Nercer soon
noedod assistants in the work and the Hisses Rex and Tribble wers eme
ployed. A Mr, Vatoon was also mloyéd 80 Morcer cauid give most of
his timo to the choruses in the high scheols and his aid to civic msie
prograng. Music was graded from the simplest songs to those of two and
threo parts 4n the district schoole under tho direction of Misses Rex
and Tribble. The work of the choruses at the high school commenconent
wen such acelaim that they wore asied to participate in civie aff&irs.lh

In 1906-1907 they sang as part of the programs for the
Jamestown Exposition, the Educational Convention and for the Confederate
Reunion. In 1908 ono thousand children teok part in the Wednesdsy
Club's Musle Festival, In 19111512 the chorus appeared with the
Richmond Philhamonio Orchestra. All of this great progress was not
accorplished, however, wvithout cost to the teachors. There were ncrvous
breskdouns and resignations from overvork yet Ivfercér was undsunted., BHe
found other teachors and at one time wired Hew York to get a substitute
teacher. In epite of his troubles, ho found time to have published a
hyanal to bo used by the John Marshall Chorus. He completed and had
copyrichted a sories of IMasic Writing Booke. This work was adopted and
put on the State List of Books by the State Board of Education.ls
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For nany years, to his great sorrow, ho was unsuccessful in getting the
board to put & pitch pipe in the hand of cach teacher, nor would they
give him encugh pianos, HNoither would thoy give credit for music taken
in high school which, according to Mercer, wag a vocational subject and
should boe aceredited as such. v’!.m'en the junlor high schools were estab-
lished, Morcor folt that a death blow had been handsd music and that his
efforts would shortly ba sot back a decade., Music had been taught dally
throughout tho elementary schools and in high school through chorus work.
In the junior high school, music was an eloctive and 2 child could
detormine whethor or not be would take the subject,
 If makon no sick at heart to soe thoso magnificent crowds of

boys and girls trooping into these buildings and o know that they

ars all gotting awsy f£rum the inanee, pleasure and mfima?gt

of ths music work and that wo seen to be not able to stop it.

Thore wore two immovations in the music department at thls
tims., After school, violin lessons were started at.‘v fiftoon cents &
lesson. A cloging concert was given at tho City Auditorium by pupils
in theo classes after only five months of instruction, !
sudience of three thousand people, 250 child:en played their violing
accompanied by & twenty piloce band. The coméﬁ. was 8 revelation to the

Bofore an

city and attested to tha excollent work of the teachars. Four twentye-
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five dollar violins were awarded to the children in each section who had
made tho moot progress. Two violing were denated bty The Corley Corpany,
one by tho lews Leador and ore by the director of music hinself.

Classes in the study end production of opera, held after vepue
lar school hours at Jolm Marshall Eigh School, culminated in a most
anbitious entortalmment, Two perfommances of the cporetta “rhe Hautical
Enot? wore given, Oub of the procosds fiem the opera the Musie Fund yo-
ceived §170.00 end tho library soveniy dollars.

When the Masie Department recsived & sscond invitetion to
appear in the colobyation of tho Confodorate Reunion, Mercer cooplled
the Beolr of Confederabo Sonps, some of widch had nover before been
piblished. Tho reunion comnitbes donated sovoral thousand of these books
to tho schools without cost. At the Loo monument bleachers were erected
on the scuthwost corney of Honumont and Allen Avemues, Tho school
childron drepsed in red, wiite and bluo, sat in the bloachers and fomed
the colorful Confedsrate Flagll while rendering their musieal part of
the progran,

For the Confedoratae Reunion, Mercer trained the largest chorus
of adult singors ever gathorod togothsr in Ric&md.lg He said that
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this would not have been possible excspt for the musical traindng given
in the public schools in past years. The concert wae given twice in the
City Auditorium to the mccompuniment of a sixty-five piece orchaatya.
Several thousand peocple were tumed avay frem both perfommances. All
these events and acclamation finally convinced the board of the importance
of misic¢ in the public schools and by 1916 credit toward graduation was
offered for high school musics In the junior high schools music was
required once a weok.

Threugh the sugpostion of the assistant suwperintondent, Albort
H, Hi11, nore sttention was given to physical education. Breathing
exorcines, marching and calesthentics wore no longor to bo scheduled at
& payticulsy tiﬁm Whenaver a class gppeared listleps, the windows were
o be cpenod and exercisve and gomes bogun. In spite of the fact that
o additional money was appropriated, aftemnoon sports such as bascball
and football wore encouraged by principals and teachers, In 1911-1912
Py S« Spence wes appointed divector of Fhysical Education and given
throo asgistants. OGymmasivm classes wore given in the Nommal and high
schools two afternoons a woek after school. Each school was visited
onoe svery throe wecks by an assistent who gave training in phyeical
education. The classroom teachors carried oud daily the work demonstreted
by the aspistants,

Ths next yoar the activities wore increascd to include theraw
pouble gymnastics (erpbasie cn posturc), gemes such as volley ball and
basketball and jumpings Yard spparatus was installed on school yards
for the gonem. Interschool compotition was encouregeds The TH C A
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lont its meinming pool for uss of the bays. The John Marskall Athletle
league, including bascball and football, was organized. Track work wos
erphasized in the colored schoole. Athlotic mecta were hold st Byrd
Park, Gintor Park and Church H1l Athletie Flold. Mr. Tucker Jones folt
that the John Harshall girls neceded more physleal education. Two girls
were solected from the class organization in the third period during the
day and trained by Jonos to lead and direct their classes in sotting-up
exnreises, drill and marching, Fifteen minutes each day was givon to |
this work. In parades the John lMarshall girls wore complinented by many
wvho saw them, .

The increasing demand for skilled workers influsnced the City
Gamnﬁlaawﬁaatm School Beard to introduce & Department of Hanual
Training into the schools, They felt thet pupils were copsblo of
becoming trained workers and that many boys who wore dropping out of
school would semoin to take such treining, They also folb that marmal
training would reliove acedenmie prossure. The board decided to introduce
it first in the vhite primazy schools and extond the program as nonoy
became availeble, Tho counell appropriated the first moncy for mamal
training 4in 19031904, Juldan A, Burruss, principal of Leo School, under-
tock to arrange a course of study and give teachers the nocessary train-
ing 4in instrction aftor school hours. The following yoar the program
wag enlargod to include the lower gramaar grades in the white scheols
and was introduced in the colored primary schools,

Thig work, in tho primary ochools, consisted of paper cubting
and folding and cordboard construction and drawling, which had been
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somowhat noglected because there were no trained art teachers., In ¢ho
grammmasr schools there was bench work, bent iven, gewing, basketry ang
wvork with raffin, There wore one hundred thirty-five meetings for ine
stauction in tho vork and moot of the toachers enjoyed 4t and did well,
Burtuns was glven thres assistonto. Tho prdimary wvork was handled by
Misses Pilcher and Hoore. The girls bogan sowing and baskobry while
tha boys engaged in knife work and bent iren for a forty mimute perded
onte 8 wooks Dooauso the councll provided only one éa‘narpary@ﬂm
for supplics and the kindorgartners usod ono-half of that (Burmiss come
plained), 1t was imposoible to cet up 4 chop in cach school. The school
board eot wp “c@ﬁ%ﬁsﬂ, in tho vavicus districts, that would serve
soveral ochools. Those wore directed by M. H. Clay Houchens. The boys
wont to the Contyen for instruction while the girls remalned in their
clasaroons to sow,

Zwo events in 1905 stimmlsted public interest in this new
i’ielti,gl B. G, Vowbor, hoad of the Miller Manual Labor School spoke in
Richmond on the Volues of H&m&a&"r‘mﬁ‘iﬁg and the Yastemn Public Educa-
tdon Association heold an exhibit as part of their meeting at Mechandes
Instituto. Tho work of the Richmond schools was entored and attyacted
8 great doal of attention and favorshle comment.
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The following year the board pranted Burrass & leave of
abocnoe $o attond Columbia Univereity for exitendad tyaining in Mamal
Arts. From time to time ho vistted tho teachers and advised both them
and the school board of botior metheds, meterials end equipment, BHe
also prepared an outline of work for each grads level,

Through the 1iborality of the Richmond Education Association
under the auspices of lMavy Cooite Munford and others, the Riclmond Colored
High and Hommal School wam eguipped for bench work for the boys and for
sewing and cocliing for the girls, In both colored and wilte schools the
teachors wore simost as interested as the children, While Burruss was
mwgy, Julls Wooldrige entored the department. She wes a traived art
teachor and bad charge of work fyon the fourth grado upward, 'She visited
avery school twice during threeweck periods to bogin lessons which the
clasaroom toachor contimied, Sho reported that the toachers did their
duty, “mmtwmaawwhaﬁmformwbawwhwm. I
think ono of the happlest of my 1ife, for everyone comnoctod with tho
schools has holpsd to moke 1% sout

Through the efforts of Julis Wooldrige ezch ¢hild was roquized
to have Crayola Box #50 and The Livtle Artist Outfit of water colors,
The childven did gtill life and painted landsespes. In the gremmar
grades the work extended into design end pencll drawing. They learncd
to stencil pillow eapes, drapories and book covers. Cley werk was
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introduced and a kiln was ingtalloed in Joh?x Harchall Hich School., Draww
ing wac fast bocoming @ department in itsclf, As the work increased,
the teaching of art wes separated frem tho mmual training program, and
Julia Wooldsidgo boceme the director of the new Art Dopartnent.

JHameal tradning was correlated with the acadenic work of the
elacsroom in the primayy gredes through the use of sand tables.. lodels
of homes of the people of other lands wore built a8 were the ssttlsnents
of Jamestown end of Plymouth, Souvenirs for specisl events were made to
correlate with the Jamestowm Dxposition and the Confedeyate Reunions,

At the suggestion of the assistant cuporintendent, more tisw
wan devotod to mamnl treining in the colored schools in order to glve
then practical training in fiolds in which they would afterwards make
their living. In one of these schools a cobbler shop was et up and the
pupils repaived their own shoes as well as those of thoir brothers and
sigters. Although tho per .capita cost for mamual tralning was only
ninety-gevon conts, the nurber of pupils enrelled made the total cost so
astounding that the pupils were roquived to pay for the articles vhich
thay tock hoe,>

Frod B. Haganmann, who suecoodod Burriss 89 hoad of the depart~
ront, wanted to introducs sewing machines frem the seventh grade up
bocouse ho Lelt that the gewing machine was practicel and would save
mony hours of sowing by hand, Mach to his swrprise, his suspestion mot
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seme opposition ot firets Some sanid work ot the pewing machine wouwld
not be hoaltly work for young girls,  Hagamann countered with the vords,
"I -dontt seo how nine or ten mimutes abt @ sowing machine a week cowld
injure ayronets m’alﬁhﬁ% The sowing machines were stguired, ' Axsbella
S« PLchor, plecod in charge of sewlng aod donestic seioncs; worked out
a practdcedl courge of study starting with sirple sewing beoginning with
the fourth grade. Cooking was tought in addition to sewing dn the
goventh grode. The girls plenned, cooked and perved mesls 4o clasomates,
achool officioln, afficers of the Hothorg! Club and to visitors in the
tuilding. A6 Coorge Moson School an eporimont wilth cooking was begun
in tho £ifth grade and was capleted in the alxth grade, In the
soventh grode tho girde erpunged the nenus, figured the cosbs, and
coolted and perved the moals for the entlre school. Like art, the donose
tic pelence progran beoans a doperiment An iteolf. Arsbella Pilcher was
the fixet diroctor of the dopartment.

From paper cutting and bending iron, tho Department of Monuval
Training bogan to grow in its owm {leld, Cabinet work, including wood
turning and petteorn making, was added to the high school programs To
complote the spoaial twowyear course in Czbinel Haking a pupll must have
designed, made & working drawlng and exeeuted the plece of farniturc.
In oxder Yo got 8 dlplong in this field, two additional years in machine
and motal shopg wore requireds In 191241913 a machine ghop was adddd to
John Iowshall. The pupils spent o portion of thely timoe repairing an
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automoblle engine, The englng wae finally put into a truck for use of
the mechanlcal department,  Soon after this an accident occurred %o the
enging. He. Bouchens sadd ho couldn!t romerbor tho exact naturs of the
accidont, Ho éld remesbor that a school board member had had an aubow
robile aceldeut. Sinco it would cost nmore o £ix the car than to buy @
now ono, the menbor bad given the engine o the boys to work nn.ag*
Later the school board purchased two englinos for the boys to work on in
tho shopa.

The pupils at John Marshall also meds group projects for use
in tho sehools as pard of their progrem. They mede mochanical drawing
tables, visos for woodworiers end macldniots, & dynemo for tho Fhysics
Department and rewound motors for the wood twning lathes, In the
colored gchools, tho work was dobormined by honms environmont and indie
vidual neodp, Pupils made scrosn doors and windows, fly trops and pande
tary closots. In the Providence Park School the boys converted a
dllopidated ehod room into an excollent work shop by laying a concrete
floor ond building work benclos end tool cobinsta. Thoy made aloo some
excollont furniture and 414 & varloty of carpentyy work. This effcrt on
the paxt of the boys made 8 Litdlo mongy £0 & long woy.

Prevocational schools were carted in 1913-191h for boys
thirteon years 0ld vho bad copleted cixth grade, Younger boye woro
pomitied to ationd won recormpndotion of tonchors, Half the doy won

25
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gpent in tho pursuit of ccadenie suvbjects. The rermminder uas uged
training in the finlds of elockricity, bockbinding, printing, mechaniecsl
draarlng, motal work, cablinet mudcing, stone and bedek loying.  The bays
alvo visited various industrics. Ag bars were admitted who had dropped
oub of schocl or who wore setarded and unintorestod in the regulor vork
of tho grades, vigits wore rede 4o thelr parents and the pupose of the
school osplained to offset ary objections the rdght have. Tho
rogulds the Lirst year wore botber than oxpoctods layy of ths bays had
Joba in ths afternoons and on Soturdays and gava pard of their carmings
to their paronts. Ten of the bays started grotemadic sevings accounts.
Thoir teachers daposited the money in a loeal bank and at tho znd of
tho year, the individeal accounts varded fran 8 low of eighly conto to a
high of five dollars and sluly-five conts.



CHAPTER VIII
INDUSTRIAL SURVEY AND SCHOOL IIVESTICATION

The United States Iopartment of Labor was intorested in cbtaine
ing a Federal grant for vocaticnel educadion in the schools, A national
suyvey wos begun in May of 191k and ended in Novesber of 191k, W. H.
Hague, Director of Industrisl Educstion for the Richmond schools cone
ducted the local survey through pevsonal interviews with amployors and
with employoes rogarding the establishment of o trade school in Richmond.
He found that few poopls thought o trade achool was & good idea. lMost
of them agveod, howover, that the orpanismation of trgde extension
classes in the night schools might prove henemoﬂ.al}

At the requost of groups of men ongaped in various trades a
night school was opened at Jolm Swmith School. Enrollment was lim&te&z
to men aetually engeped in the trades, Interest was so gread mony
attondod clasoes even dardng the Christmas hollday, Ao a result, much
of the oppuaition to industrial education existing in the ranks of
organised lobor was broken downe To keop the teachers shead of the
enger pupils, 4t was nocogsary to hold Saturday meotings to afford thom
the WW&? gbudying the rewost mothods and machinery used in

iy
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the industrial plants of Richmond,

Because of the approaching war, most of the funds available
were placed in the field of adult education, As a result, three centors
(centres) for primary education were closed. There was hope that they
would bo re-csteblished as Prosident Wilson was in favor of the Smithe
Meaaw3michaastzpfcrappmlin6cngwss. Under thia act the
city would recoive from $8,000,00 to &12,000.00 %o aid in tho extencion
of all types of vocational work, The SnitheHugheg Act vhich was passed
recommendad trade exbongion classesy home economies which included homs
mrsing in night scheols; salesmanship in stores with trained inctruce
tors; and classes for those who desired instruction in order to bocome
vocational teachers, The bil) passed Congress August 17, 1917 and a
Fedoral Board for Vocational Education was ostablished,

In the Richmond schools the salesmanship classes spent part
of the time in school learning the fundamentals and the rest of tho day
gotting practicsl experienco in tho stores. Other trade classes in the
~ gehools yepaired dosks, tebles and chairs, Thoy also did repair work on
the bulldings, The industrial clagses werc geared to give material ald
to the war offort.

The Richmond Sehool Systenm had not walted for the Industrial
Survey's reconmendations as far as classes for retarded children were
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concsrneds  Such classes had boon started for those who were unsucceag-
ful in acadenio subjects in 1912.1913, Mental tests were givon to find
oub why pupils were rotardsd. A paychologist, bssides administering
the mental tests, gave caroful exemination to try to determine tho cause
for acndemic fallure. Four classes wore in cporation, After one year
some returmed to their regular classes, othors were prometed but stayed
in tho spocisl olase boecause thoy had not reached grads level, some
would never roturn to their clase as thoy tested four or more yeurs
bolow normal and were classified ag montal dofectives or low grade
ROronts Instmction for the mental dofectives wes largely industrial,
Thoy made mate, rugs, baskets, teborets and crocheted works The
childron were pleased because they could cce what they were accorplishe
ing. They were allowed to keep or &01l what they had made over and
above the cost of the supplies, Ono class sold es much.as $12,00 worth
of the articles and refunded the monay to the school,

A Depment of Clinieal Pgychology was organised in 1915 and
egtabliched in the Medieal College of Virginia in ceoperation with the
publie school aystam.® William H, Bigeins was head of the department.
Here the pupils received paveful physicel examinations to sscertain the
cause of their deviatione from the normal pattern of bohavier. Treat-
ment was prescribed. In this way more in't@lligeﬁt placement of the
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m-néml child was achieved. A speciel class soeial worker assisted
the teachors in the schools. One of the main ¢ifficuities faced was
with tho parents who did not wish to have their children envolled in
such clagses, Soms who did enroll dhedr childven demanded that twow:
thirds of the day bo dovoted to the "3 Rts" « vreading, writing and mmber
worke This was dome for children #ﬁmsg I.Q4¥s ranged fvom seventy to
eightys Because all these children in the rotarded schools would have
to make & living evontually, the policy was to teoach them a trede that
would be of some monetary valuo to thems A record was kept of the bays
and girls who left tho school, Some enterod mental institutions, lany
found positicns as workors in tobaceo factories, as drivers, peddlars,
megsengor bays, ushors in picture shous. Soms worked 4in department and
five and ten cont stores, Of those who obtainsd jobs, the salaries
ranged from §15.00 to J.50 a wek;s Sore of the pupils were unable to
keep a single job for any length of time end constantly shifted from
one job to another,

- Anothor gpeoial olass staried during this same time was the
Open Adr Claos for delicate end "opon-tuborcular case" children. A
comittoa from the Richmond Education Associztion urged such clasces as
a preventive moacure since tubsrculosis s the owber ons killer 10
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Virginia, With the approval of the board, erchitect Charleg M, Robinson,
without axny charge, drew plano and specifications for the gpening of an
open air class on ths roof of Madigon Sc?zcul,? - The pupils wore linitod
to twenly, seloctod By Dr, Thomas H. Danott, Medleal Director, £rom the
second and third year pupils in diffsrent schools.  Re Diclorson was
the toocher dn charge. The pmgz*ama included threo meals a doy, rest,
oxorciss and recltations. A careful record was kept of each pupills
tapoerature and pulss. The program showed good results at the ond of
the first yoar of operation. Moy pupils entering with 2 tomperature
of 102° wore running nommal tomporatyres at tho end of the yoar and had
gained soveral poundgs Eloven open air classes, including thrve for
Hegro children, wors opened later. There was nob enough monsy to equip
them, howsver, o coocperative buying of food roduced the cost end the
Riclmond Education Soclety gave equipmont. lMothers' Clubs and other
gpencies holped by supplying nmilk and actually helped prepare tho mids
day hot lunch., In epite of an extra zppropriation by the scheol board
not enocugh mensy was on hand ¢o finish cut the 1917-1918 term. 4 collec
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tion, emounting to $581.86, was taken in the scheols. The Richmend
Education Aesocintion agreed to pay for lurches in the colored schools
for the remadndor of the year. Daily moals wore reduced from thres to
tuo. The porents wore invited to pay £ifty cents weekly to defray
remaining food costs,

Dana Rucker, principal of Stonowall Jacksen School, encouraged
nature study ficld trips. Ko taught the teachers how to identify wild
flowers ond one efternoon thay found as mawy as thirty spcelimons,
Dperirents in seed gernmination wore carried on in the classroons. As
an exarple, dried butterbeans were placed betweon wed blottors dn a
suny spots  The children kent the blottors moist and kept a daily
record of the sprouting of tre butterbean. School gardons wore encousw
aged by Rucker and Ellen Lindasy, Vacant lote 4n vicinitles of schools
wore put ab thelr disposal for this pwpose. During the firsﬁb year thie
plan wes in operetion each child had a8 emell sguare of earth in which he
planted the geceds of two or more yegetablcs. The second yoay, since
this had proved irprectical beeause of the vasted epace, he vegotables
were planted 4n long furrows, FEach clzss marched to the garden and
lined wp facing the olass furmow. Then each pupil planted hia soed.

As weathor permittod, & poried cach weelr wos glven to weeding es needed,
The clazs did this still standing in line, Afterwards, if fortunate
enough to have its seeds mature, the clasgs consumod the product of thoir
m; Tho children learnod aboub the growth end care of plants end |
the congservation of moisture as well oo making a sludy of insect life,
The work was wmléted with drowing, arithmetic and composition and



101
home gardens were eacouraged. With tho advent of World War I » more time
and more gpace were given to gardening and the proJeet was conbimued for
2 fow yoarg after the war, One tragedy was experdenced. during this
timo. The children at Dellevuo had carefully tended and stiained a
flourishing garden only to have & public building emcrbed9 en the spot
bhefore the erops matured,:

Along with the expanded cwriculun, the adnindstration was
beset by many problens, Anmexzation of cublying arcas (1506+1910)
increased the muber of public schools as well as tho anount of nonay
necossayy to cporoto them. . Many oubmoded county schools had to be re-
placed to moot requirements of the cily ingpector ag to health and
safoty, Hall-dgy schools continued and the ratio of pupils to teachers
was botween forty and £ifty o ono. To add o the tension of handling
such large growgs of pupils, the addition of music, ard, nature study,
mamal training and phyeical education to the currieulunm increased the
burden on the teacher. Fach divector, in his zeal to have his depart-
mont malte 8 sabisfactory shewing, beld momerous mectings for teacher ine
strction in addition to the regular grade meobings hold once or twice
each month, As if these wore not enough, new text bocks unfemilisr to
tha teachers, were indroduced, The adulnistration revised the eourse of
study ps to time allotment for subjects. The course for each grode wos
Bo full it wes immoseiblo to corploto 1t with any degree of ouccess,

93’0:'%{«:-853‘8& Annual wﬁcﬁ tho Superdntendent of tho Public
Schools of THciond, Virrnis, Lolieiols (RICITONd: CLycd W,saundors,
I516]; pe 112,
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The requiremont that each child should use two readers a year produced
ancther problem as many parents refused to buy more than ome. Tension
mssogmatmngtheteachemﬂmtwhénamsystemofm&ingor
grading childrents work wap intmdueed, more teachers than usual were
gick and for more extendod poriods of tims.

This feeling of tension spread among the parents in the form
of dissatisfaction with their childrents progress. The correlstion of
subjects such as nature study with arithmtie, language and composition
made very littls inpression wpon them, Thoy £elt their children wore
being cheated in the fundamental instruction of the "3 Rts?, Too many
"£rili® gubjects were replacing the basic subjects, FRurblos of dis-
satisfaction became so great that eriticism of the Richmond Public
Schools reached the ears of the Council. In the session of 1911-1912
the Council woted ¢to make an mea‘bigationm of the entire school system,
Thoy appointed & committeoe of seven men from the Council to investigate
the . ochools thoroughly, to report the results of the investigation and
to give ‘mcmmndatione, with proper ordinances or resolutions to carry
out ths recommendetions. Specific fields for investigation werasn

1. Are teachers and supervisors being paid more then they
should be pald for ssrvices rendored?

v 10 ,
' 3 «fourth Annual Renort of the Suorintondent of the
Public Sc!moigrg'ﬂicmoad Virpinig, 1018=1043 (lcmmond:s  RULian
TCES; 401}, DPs 33=30s
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2, 1Is the curriculum of the elementary grades all that it

should be? ' ere

3+ Has the effioiency of the systom boen demoraliged or
docreased bocause of seeming lack of hammony and cocperation
betieen teoachers, prineipals and ths superintendent?

b The city of Richmond essumes tho mejor proportion of
tho exponse of maintaining tho public schools while the State
Board of Education takes move and move control of tham. Isu't
thore gcme way the Riclmond School Board can assume & greater
proportion of control over school matiers?

Petrons, téadmrs, principals, assistant superintendent and
euperintendent, gave testinony befors the comittes as dld the Homorable
Ps Po Claxton, United State Commissioner of Fducation, %‘he report of
this part of the investigetions can bo sumorised as followss -

Patronss Tho course of study was overcroudsd. Soms wanted
Marual Training and Domestic Science eliminsted.

Teachers: COurriculum is overcrowded and too much tims is
given to special subjects. Thoir Association (B.T.4.) adepted
a resolution exprossing the views of teachors and added to the
teachers?! report that the education of the child is weskened by

the overcrowded currdculum in the primery grades.
Principals: The overcrowded curriculum was in tho first

yoars, Essentials wore not neglocted. Soms improvement in text
books was necossary.

Superintendsnt and Staff: Certain improvements could cer-
tainly bo made dn the curriculum bub on tho whole it wag not
overcrowded exeopt in the first year., Half«day schools cperated
in 1A and 1B was on too short a time schedule for learming the
fundamontals for this grade., Furtherore 1A and 1B should not
be taught by the same teacher, The chief probloms were lack of
sufficient sppropriations, not encugh teachers could be employed
and it was a8 question of overcrowded reoms rethor than that of
an overcrowded curriculum, Ample tino was allowed for the ossen.
tinle through the correlation of subjects and the growp gystem
uszd in the classrocms was important for developing independent
study on the part of the pupils. Ilore teachers wero needed for
spocial olasges, tho mentally deficient and for vocational edus
cation,

12 |
Ibide, ppe 38-39.
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Mr. Claxton: - Vot enough cophasis was boing put on the so-

called nonwessentinle. One-third of tho school dgy should bo dow
voted to drewing, mamial arts, musie, domesbic science and so on
ra’c.iwr than cm-ﬁfth of the dgy thet Rie&mmd wvas using,

As a re:mlt ef the ﬁmsﬁiga%ian, cmmcﬂ incmasaa the apprm-
pr:!.ation for the schaols to follo&a the mcmndatians of the m:;wrlnten»
dent, Tho firet grades were no 10:».39;‘ tmxg&zt by the samo teacher and
thoiy school doy was lenpthened an hour and a half, Also, a class for
inco&igiblea yaz sot up in comection with the jﬁwmile court., The
inﬁ‘ésﬁigation, becauss of lack of timo, covered only tho curriculum of
the elenentary schools, They did not invostigate the toachors! salarics
nor tho m\'»:rfemme of the State Beard oi‘ Bdueation. Riéhmnd wag,
hwever, given & broader oppovtunity by tha State Board in selection of

its eourses of s‘oudgv.
Othey msults of the tesbimony concerned the Council in three

asreas., Councilman E, R, Fuller proposed 8 resolution for the adoption
of free toxt books™ in the Richmond Public Schools and tho council
appropriated islo,oae.ob for this project provided used texts were turned
over to tho achoolo. A bookreom clerk to nmend and bind these books was
assignod to John Marshall School. Lator, boys in the vocational classes
took over this workt. 014 and soiled books weré examined by the Medical
Divector to soo 1f they carried disease. Books of children who had had
contagious diseases wore destroyed. |

o To the progrom of mediecal inspection estsblished some yeara
previously, dontal inspection was added. A trained nurse wae at each

Bnia,, p. 32
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school two dayn a mek. ImMg t!w ceayist fover end cﬁy&zthsﬁn ap:.’.-
demden of 1912 ﬁxmecbion of childronts thronts boconme & necsosity. In
1L the &c‘aarmn‘b reported 19,508 mﬂe wore m@ecmd, 1,55 were
reforred to fmﬂy plysiclane, 2,200 to éeatlmts ami 2,23k wore treatod
by doctors o éeﬂti.sta at the city's emmm*a.w Tarees and r.!ocbcrs
a;:mad the c%ect.rim of better health and m&em thwum 19@1:1::'6& gt the
¥edical College of Virginia and at Mothers® Club metiz_:g&. The school
butldings vore elso pub in bettor canitary condition, Todlot papor wao
Placed in tho schools, Cheosecloth replaced the diseasomgpreading
foathor duster, yster fountaing were instolled and took the place of
the oxewn dipper or $in . Hom torporatures were nover ovar 70°,
Wm%&dwammmdfwﬂﬂmxﬁm%awom school and five
mimrbon daring mesws psricda The wogkest ink in this enlarged health
prograa was the Janitors who were covoloss of temporatwe control and
ﬁdmﬁahmsaw%m@aﬁimswwmmwm.

The third avea wag that of teechor freining. Jo 4. O Chondlew,
who Bad becone supariutendent after tho dooth of Fo, was vorried be-
eue tho Stete Boare of Bdueabion’ euld nok recopales tho tratntng 1n
the poot graduste cowrse at Jolm Emhall nor gould it recomdse tho
courss in teachor tralning at Amstrong Nermal and High Sohool (Colored
fﬁghanaﬂmzm) asonaparwith that roceived ab Faroville, Hampton or

'? £20h Ammnl Boport of tho Sworintondond of the
Publie 5o ST PR g Y AN 0 L0 T BB A ST S RS W )
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the Virginia State University. In order to obbain a ton year teaching.
certificate, an additional year had to be spont at one of those achools.
Chandler felt certain that the tminmg given at Amstrong was es good
ag or botter than thet given anywhore and roughﬁ unatccegefully to have
it recopnised. Its gradustes could obtain a three year tesching
cortificate which could be renswad for five yoars by passing an exami-
nationenthe history of aducation and by reading one book en the
Statots Reading Course. A two-yoor Nomal Troining Courss for white
teachors wes ogtobliched in the now Willlem Fox School, Beoidos acae
demic a}asaas in Pnglish,paychology, principles of education, hictory
of ecucation, school managcmont, Virginia and United States history,
civies, a voviow of elemontayy school subjocts, musie, drawing, handwork
and physical oducabion, the shudomt toachors observed the work of
olasoos and did practice teaching, The school soon won ctato recommi-
tion end its greduntes receivod certifieates good for ten years, To
oupplomont $ho training of teachers already employed but not yot cerbie
fied, the Council eppropriatod {2,500,00 to open a summer echool for
tonchers.



CHAPITE IX
SUPTRINTENDENT J. A, C. GIL \WILER, THE BUILDCR

Js A Cs Chandler was a bullder and dreamer in tho fleld of
education, The saleries of beginning teachers inerezsod from &45.00
& month to §94.70 during his adninistration, He gives the Pollowing
corpericon after cight years as superintendent of Richmond's Public
wmlazl
‘mo 30, 1909 Juns 30, 1917

Hmbor of Teachers 396 1,002
Hhabor of School Buildings 29 us
Buzber Pupils in Dey School 15,009 26,100
Bumbey Pupidls in Night Schools 581 5,902
Comt of Inntruction (Salavies) 15,&..2:.09 . £829,715.46
Total Expenditures 3569, 221.h5 $9h8, 38L.57
Volus of S&%mlmm 1,181355?;()2 03;123,92&008
Burber of Hish Scheol Gradustes 70 167
School. Population 23,958 3,904
Parcont Fnrolled in Schools 65% 91.5%

To longer could tho superintendont visit schools, make out
exeminctions end corrock them, Getting public and financial support abe
gorbed much of his time, An assistant ouporintondent, Albert H. 11,
hadbeen appoﬁzhed 3ﬁsﬁ bafofé Foxts deathe How & sccond assistant was
needed and K. J. Hoke was glven charge of supervising the schools of
South Rickmond (famrly known ag Manchoster)., To these men was given
the tase of supervising a1l claseroon toachors and departments, The

b “hih ual Yispcrh of tho Smarintﬂndenﬁ of the Public

.zcnglola o__g_ «za 0, TUL0~10L7  (\Nicamonds  wWe Ce RLLL, 19%7)s
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agsistant superintendents wore given furloughas not enly for study tut to
vioit othsr school systens,

Emphasls was concentrated on irproved teaching methods and the
devolopment of the individnal child (as well as teacher) according to
his eapacity for learning. In the £ifth, sixth and mnﬁh gxades les~
gons wore acelgned by the problom or project mothod rether than by page
munbers, - Fach pupil was to read, got tho facts, organize the materdal,
prosont and be able %o dofend his subject before the entire class, At
firot this mothod was slow and difficult because neither the perent, the
child nox the teacher fully understood it. This method of instruction
soon bscame very populav, The parents were not only plessed but proud
when thay wore asgired to visit tho classroon $0 hear programs growing out
of the projoct method of problem solving. The suporintendents urgéd the
teachors not to stick to ary ono mothod but to use many,

On Wiz rotum to Richmond after studring at Columbia, K. J.

- Hoke inbroduced anether inmovation to holp more teachers understend the
method of problem solving. Teachers who wore willing and had been
muccossful in this type of work wore asked to give demonstrations in the
various subject matter ficlds for other teachers, Hoke stated that,
"The toachor who i willing to work up lesson plans and to teach them
before a group of other teachers and to discuss them freely has reached
a high standard in her professional camer."’e 5ix such demonctrations

‘21’.*‘01'&::‘* -geventh Anmal Report of the Smerdntendont of the
S T T T T T AT TN T T Clyds e
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were given the firet year. Tho teachers wore asked to keop a record of
the successful provlen questions which wore then diseussod, Tho boat
wore collected, mincographed and put in tho honde of the teachors.

A togbing program was instigated by the assistant superintene
dents vho had by 1917 reached three in muboy and included Jesso H,
Binford (no rolation to Suporintondent Jomes H, Binford, 16870-1876).
Albert H, HI1) constructed batteries of aritbmetic tests of four end
five mimubes duration, Algebra tests were made by en assistant princie.
pal at Jolm Mavoholl, J, T+ Robinson.: The snswers were scorod separately
to show where teaching enphasis needed %o be placeds Geography tests,
with erphosis on reasoming, were ninsogrephed. Tests were glven also
on vocabulary and idiome, and in foreign lanpguages in the junior and
senior high schocls, Standard tests like those of Thorndike and Courtis
were piven 4n reading. As @ result of this testing progran certain
woaknosoos wore discovered., Spelling, the reading rate, speed and
erphacie on problen solving in aritimetic, vunctuation and hendwriting
81l needed attontion. These problems wors discussed in meetﬂngs hold by
the verious mpervisora, lethods for drprovenent wore demonstrated.
Re-testing was dono later to chock on irprovments On tho wholo, tho
improvenment chowed that the progren was worthwhile,

Tho Palmor Method of writing had been introduced into the
gyoten under the direction of Mr. W. CG. Locker in 1912, Tho first yoar
no bocks were availsble so M, Lockor taught tho teachors how to teoach
the lessons, By 1915 Mr. Locker had doveloped & oystem of his oun.

Tho Locdker E:aa:; Writing Mobhod was adopbed by the Stete Beard of Educae
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tion as woll as by the Cit-f.B The Lockey Method used the am movement
but was & sinpler and more fluid form of writing than that which had
been teught proviously. There was a soparate booldet for each grade
level and each child had his own booklet, prectice paper and etaff pen.
A% the end of the term the first and last pages in every a!ﬁld'svboo%:-
1ot woro sent to Mr. Lockerts office, I the progress of a child had
been satisfactory, he was awarded a Locker button of a difforent color
each term. It was the geal of each child to receive a button each year,.
When satisfactory permanship according to Locker standards had been
achieved, the pupil received a Locker cortificato end wes no longer re-
quired to take permanship lessons. All teachers wore required to
poasesé & Locker Certificate and scme students at the Hormal School had
to stay an extre tom to complete this writing requirement.

Binford, Bellevus and Bainbridge Jundor high schools were
added to the city gystem in 1915-1916 and includsd sixth grede through
fivst year highs The purposes were tosh

1. Give a wider solection of courses |
2, Heet the varying mental capacities and economic needs of

the pwpile
3. Offer provocational work of soveral types enabling the

puwpils to select their lifots work more intelligently
he Oive an additional year of schooling to pupils vwho might
be unsble to complete a four year high school program (terminal

education)

3porty-cioth Anmusl Report of the Superintendent of the
Publie of Nichmond, VAirsiud, mmf?% (Hichmonds We Ce Hi11,
19585; Pa 120, '

thidr; P 183,
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W Do Eilis and Miss Jessle P, Hoymos felt that the junior
Ivigh schools were 4o sorve two othoer ;:urposems ons, to help the child
rake an adjustment from an clementary school progrem to & departmenta-
lized high school programy and socondly, %o provide a wide variety of
subjacts which the child might exploro.

The course of stuébré to be follewed in tho Junior hizh school
was important and had to be approved by the principel aﬁd an advigory
commnittos boforo the punil bogsn his studies. It wes to be pursued to
coamplotion. Any change could be made only with the approval of the
principal and the committes., A pupil was required to take three
acadende subjecta: Inglish, history and mathematics. The resminder of
his eim was scheduled in exploratory elasses.

Binford was 3 new school exprossly built *bo tako care of
Junior high school pupils only. Bainbridge was a now bullding and was
to house upper elemontaxy grades as well as the ,jimior high school
grades. Bellevue was an slcmentsry school converted for use as a junior
high gchools It had been built in 1912 to roplace the old Bellevuo at
22nd and Broad Streetss It was built on tho site of the Ven Lew heus,
Excavation for the school basemont doptroyed many rare and native shrubs.

5
Miss Haynes reiterated thoso points in a conversation on
July 9, 1958,

6
Appendix H., pp. 218-219.
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Howsver, many magnificient trecs aurvived.7

- Binford and Bainbridge were built in the most modern method
and includod the finest equipment, Tho schools by now ecployed a school
architect, Charles M. Fobinaon, who had mado a gtudy of buildings
throughout the country bofore submitting his plans for the schools. At
the suggestion of I'. C. Tbel, chairmen of the School Board, ono feature
of the new schools wag a veplacenent of steps by ramps "making 1¢
possible to go from basement to roof without wallding up a's:!.ugle swp."8
These. gave Robinson great aifficulty in dotermining the angle of inclins,
Another feature wes the placerent of windows in sories so that light
would be continuous, 4 battery of furmaces with fan systoms for drowe
ing fresh air ton or twalve feet above slreet level were installed.
Than, because of dust and soot drewn in at this low level, tho fans were
placed on tho roofes

Binford hagd an open aiy gymwesium located on the roof above
the suditoriwn, This was considered quite an imnovation. H. B, Baish,
swerintendent of aéhocw of Altoona, Permgylvania, made the following
gtatenont to Robinson, tho sohool architocts”

Tnrperet Mengher, Bistory of Fducation in Richmond (Richmonds
Writerat Projec%, 1939), p. 119,

-gixth Anmal oz'b of the Superintondent of the Publie
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I have trzveled from the Atlantic o tho Pacific coast,

atudying schools and school buildings, and while attending the
Educetional Conference in Richmend I saw more to vecemmend to my
board than in any other city I have vigited except Minneapolis,
ifnn., that city excolling Richmond only in its provisions for
gyrmasinn and physical mmm.‘

Auditoriums had been used by the public at & nominal cost
gince the coplotion of John Marshall High School. Mamy churchos held
Sunday Schools 8s well ae church gorvices 4n public school bulldings,
Another use of euditoriums for both children and adults was for the
shmg of moving picti:ma., In thé new bulldings a fire-proofed pro-
36‘#51031 room was built ia ag a part of the auditori@. In the older
buildings throughout the city insido the euditoriwn was built & metal
room uhich enclosed tho machine and the cperator to protect the audlence
againsb the hasard of fire, The city for some years had been conscious
of this hagard and had required the installations of fire oscapes in all
elty~ounad buildinga.

Formal fire drills wers hold once or twice a nonth in covery
schools One of the former pupils of Vest End School remmbera this in.
cident @lating to é ﬁm v&‘m‘ml One of tho teachers on the seecond
‘nodr‘ was recovoring from a leg mjmy go principal Dana Rucker excused
her from coming oub with the children, He Tequired hor bo stand on the
sacond floor fire escepe. Ono day in the midst of the drill when ell
children woro standing in absolute ellcncs on the school yard, thls
teachor leancd over the railing of the fire escape perhaps to tako hor

107 cormation from Hro,Ellen Douglas Gordon, duly 7, 1957
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velight off the injured leg. To the constornation of the pupils, tho
entivo front of her hair dropped to the ground, The boys snickercd and
the girls g thoir hoads and rofused to lock up in their distross and
aympathy. The toachor was an cxeellent ons, howover, and the incident
in no wy dotractod from the estecm with which the pupils regarded her.

Tuo activities originating in the junior high achools led to
greater solf-confidance and better eltisenship among the pupils. The
first wan thé organization of home roons with olected officers, This
not only helped the children know each othor better but it helpod tho
teachor diacover the neods of the childron. In Bellevue & limited form
of student government develeped. School alections followed the pattern
of clty elections. Thus the ehildren ¢bialned knedledge through
axperience vhich tbay'thmlves wonld use when they vere old encngh to
cagt their votos.

Another experiment bogun in the junior high schools was the
swpervieed study poried to oliminate too mmch honme study, Cne of the
greatost favlts in this plen was the lack of reference books in the
schools as woll as in tho homes, . This promoted the esteblishment of
librerics in both junior and sonior high schools. Books were carefully
solocted, after having been read by the teachors, for swplementary reade
ing, roforance work and pleasure. At John Mavehall High School the
Rogsemary Library Boardu offered annual menborship tickets to the students,

i
Morparet Macgher, Historr of Pdueation 4n Richrond (Richmond:

Writers! Project, 1939), p. 2.
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Finally the State Library opensd its doors to them with good results.
Books wore accwmilated .i‘ar all schools through donations from patrons
and from the Jolm Marshall High School Alumni Associstion. When a new
school w20 built and naned for John B. Cary, his son, as & memorial to
his father, pressnted & carplete libravy to the eschool fér the use of
the children and the adults in the comvmmity.

Saveral changos tock place in the high schools, The recita-
tion perlods were lengbhened to insure grester progress. In Amstrong
8. complete Nopro faculty wes erployed with host creditable tosulte,

In John Mayshall nmilitary training became @ part of the currieulum,
then the school board felt 1t uwas necessary 4o add & wing 3o the Jolm
Marehall Migh School, 1t euggested that tho Jobn Marghall Houso be
deaclished, © The emtire city was throwm into en wproar. Potriotic
ergenizations, the press and private citizens raised their volces in
protest against the dostruction of this historle landmark. The city
then deednd the building to the Tirginia Soclety for the Preservation of
Antiquities who restored the old house to its fomor glosy.

then the public school gysten was int:oduced in Virginis, pro-
vision hnd been made for & 8chool census 4o bo taken every five years
and for children ages poven o tueaty-one to be admitted o the schools.
This consus, mr, was usod mexely for otatistical purposcs. Ace
cording to Richmond lew, children from cight to twelve years of age wore

i2
William Asbury Christian, Idehmond Hor Past and Presonb
(Richmond: 1, H, Jonking, 1912), p. 53l.
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excused £yon school attendance if thoy could read and wedte, Those who
could nob wers requirved to atiend seheol et lsest slxly doys, thivty of
uhich wore 4o bo consocutive. This law waus nevor enforecd boemse no
monoy was eppreprizted.  In 1515-1916 the State approprieted moncy for
the salaries of truant officers who would serve undor the direction of
cleri:a of school boards, The citizens of ichmond voted to have 8 cone
pulsozy education law go into offech in September of 19285, It compolled
children sges soven to fourtesn to abbtend school either public or prie
vate., Richmond citipens asked their delegotes to tho State Legislature
to vork for puch a State law., The city appreprizted noney to supplow
nont the State eppropriaticn for the salavy of the truant officers.

This sppropriation brought the total moncy expendsd for schools over the
nillion dollar mark. This law was o real challenge to Chandler who wes
determined thab overy child in the city should have the benefit of an
édu-ca;bion. The State Board of Sdusation required that the tiuent officer
go thronsh the school consus and find the muber of children betucen ten
and twonty years of ape who could neither read nor wiite. IHoch to the
chagrin of Chandler, 713 cases were found in Richmend, He immedistely
exployed & truant officer to sapish the clerk in an investigation of the
723 wito were not envolled in tho Schoclos

ls Virginia Bell ook over the herculean task of finding
thege childrone To her tho work become 2 crusade. Sho fold that there
misght be even move children in Richmend then the nunber expesed in the
censuo who ware not in school. Hor firct stop was o discover how many
of those unlettered children were slresdy enrolled in Fichmond Scheols,
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Two hundrod ninety-saven colored children from eight to tuwelve were:
reported umeblo to read or write. A Negro society, intorested in the
botterment of its race, roceived pemission to handle these cases, but
no. report was over made by the society. Tho sixty-one white cases
reported unable to read and write wore found wpon invastigation to be
dstributed as Lollows:t>

Enrolled in public schools . .
Pnrolled in  parachial schools
Wm&%ﬁw‘ « % 8 v e
Dpilepbice o o ¢ s o o wes o
D@afmpt ¢« s e 8

Over age (miatake in censua)

Phyeically unfit + .
TuboPe ¢ o o ¢ «
Oﬁ?tm. ..
Hemtally unfit . .
Out of achools ¢ ¢ &
Hever been to ac!wal .

Flla Virginie Ball investigsted the tuo who had newor been to
school. Ono child was ton yoors old. She visited and talked with the
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paronts, Thoe child was sont to school and hor record of attendanco was
axcellent, Tho othor case wag not so cuccessful. A child of nine had

indifforent parenm who contimed to remain indifforent., Tho case wag
takon to court but aineco it was so ncar the end of the tem, the decision
nadas 1ittle difference., On investigation of the two out of school,
found that one had moved away to the country to live. The other came to
achool Imedistely and made tho prade.

13?0 ~govonth Anmial Revortd of tho Sunerintendent of the
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From these experiences Ella Virginis Ball wes sure the census |
wag incorrect, She decided, therefore, to make a study of each school
&istricb.lh In the first district which inciuded Fulton, Church Hill and
South Richmond sines the census showed more children from this district
could neither read nor write than in any other, she made 768 visits and
found that there were 3,673 white children of school agoe in the district.
Sha visited coch anee To find one little gird, thirteon wisitso were
made in ong doy. Often no hint of street address wes given, In ono
instance the eddress listed was “gouth of the James River®, Anothox
trouble was children tﬁw transferred £rom one ocheol to another, No
vocord was kept, of the transforances, Very fow of the names were listed
in the City Directory. At times sho had to refer to tho original consus
reports to £ind children living on eithor eslde of the ono she was lookw
ing for and then vigit every houss betucsen tholr addresses until she
found soms olue as to where the child mipght bo located. The pupils gave
mluabla information and took her to maiv homes she had been unsble to
find, mtima gho ended wp in places not having the remotest connoce
tlon with tho consus.

Four cases of specisl interest cropped up in the Fulton azea.ls
In two of then the children were sent to scheel vhen the parents were
informed concerning the compulsory education law, The other iwo cases

1
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were taken to court. One case was of rank indifference on the part of
the parents who pleaded guilty, Fine wns suspended en promise to entor
their child in school. Mach to the surprise of echool officlals, two
children instead of ono from this femily enterod school., The other was
the case of an extromely poor family., Tho widowed mothor, worising ina
factory, hod no idoa that the child wag not in school. On court order
the child was sent to schools

The only child reported on the school census asg not able to
read or write had to be brought into court. He camo from a hopeless
fonily 4n a poverty-siricken area, His father wes a drunkard end his
mother spent leng hours in a factory, thenevor the home was visited,
the children, including a five year old, were found sitting on the raile
road treck chewing smuff. In March 1918 the first fino for nonw-corpli-
ance with the compulsory education 1aw vas imposed by the court. The
easo had been in tho court before Judge James Hoge Ricks the last
seggion and the parents rogeived a suspended sontence. They still did
not send thoir four children to school. 4 fine of ton dollars was
imposcd. Tho children wors then gent to school regularly and the prine
¢ipal of the school in the district roported that the action of the
conrt benefittod tho entire commmity, Judge Ricks held court for school
cases on samrdwa so that teachers and principals could appear when
necded. ‘rhal first two years after this law went into effoct the work of
Ells Virginia Bell was so succecoful thot the board hired Vera Bolling,

8 colored aman,‘ %0 take charge of somo of this work omong the Hegro
Mm‘em Surveys of the other school districts followed tho samo pattemrn,
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The work so obly begun was continued and £inally developed into an
Lttendance Department.

With this erphasis on school attendance, greater interost was
stimatod, The vacation school at Ruffner including grades 64-TB was
ovorcroiwdeds Because of ilte success, Chandler sugpested in 1912 that
year-round gchools be held such as wore operated in the stato of New
Jersay. Soms believod that with modificatiens the Now Jersey plan could
be adepted in mmm.m The ysar-round plan womld include four tomms
of sixty daye each. Zach teacher would bo contracted for thirty-six
weeks of toaching. The firet and second torms would run from January
first to July Liret. The third and fourth would extend from July first
to Decerber first.  The pupils would be required to attend three terms
each years Thig would be rogarded as a full sossion. A pupil who
attendod all four terms would bo able to eorplete his education at an
earlioy age. Ammﬁmightemeréchoﬂl at the begiming of any
term. To install this plan would dnvolve a corplete change in the course
of study; for exarpls, & cluse in first yoar elpobra would have to be
gtartod evory eixty doys instead of every ninety daya, More teachers,
moyw accomodations, mere equipment and more text books would be
necoppary. The cost of such a progren was oo great that the idea for
twolve month echools was droppod for the time being. Suggestiens for
year-round schools arv brought up by tho citizens end particularly by

16
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bulldinge boved the schools, ?imzml” tho peme plon w o8 ougpueted Yy
£ormor Govornor Thomes Be Stanley ab the Sowthorn Govemors? Conforereo
in me: W? 23 1957 s W«kﬁ’ a pém" dﬁ.ﬁsmzsaim.m

Wmmmmmwmmwwmwmm
mmnmlemmmammmmﬁmm. Tt Liret was the
mws@rﬁmmmmmz. The mobormen and conductors
Wﬁmwmmvmia&mwrm?mrw. Yot
mwimzﬁ,mm.'mwevmm@rmmm .
mawmdwbmkmm@wmgmﬁmﬁw, mting
mm,mmammmmmmm,mmmwmmwwm
- tho cay ‘bama and bridges. All efforts at arbitration faned. Trouble
fmwwwww, A tho polico wore unable to copo with the
| sitxza%iun, zm,sw Taylor ordored trocps from tho Richmond Blues,
Bwibsmmdﬁm&ﬁa@mmtoke@mm Sines thoy too wore uasble
to cope with the situation, trveps were brought in from othor parts of
the state, Those troops wore housed in Boue of the school buildings
coustng schools to bo cloged shortly bofore the ond of the tem. Finally,
after a ponth of theso dizorders, tho strike was called off by the Union,
mm&wsﬁmm;%hecw, thecitymdthestatamaﬂyaw»
tor of a millien dollavs,

M information from mimion of the Southorn Govesnors! Conference
furmishsd by Wes Martha Comsy, porgonnl socretory o Covernor Almend,

July 23, 1953.
15, 7illiam Asbury Chrlstian, Hichmond Hor Fast and FPreseot
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Pregident Roosevelt's visit 4n 1906 and the visit of President
Taft in 1910 gave the children holddoys from sc.haol.:l ? - Progident Tafd
retwned to Ricliond a second time in 1910 to addross the Tirginia
Edueation Assoclation.  School authorities were asked to prepere suitabloe
work for cxhibit at tho Janmestowm Piposition. This wag done undor the
dimcb_ion of Suparintondent H{1l and Jullan Burruss, Helldle Birdsong
sas pomt to the Exposition to explain tho work of the city schools to
vigitors &t the Dposition. The resulls woro very gratifying, Exhidits
woro placed in 4he Anmual State Failrs and 4n 1915 the work of the spociel
clasoos wag orphasised, creating interost. Ag the spaco allotied to
these exhibits at the fair was amall, the exhibits were confined mostly
to drawing, woodirork and cookting., The booth for the exhibits was bullt
by the Manusl Training Department.

When ¥114an Fox died in October 1909, memorial sorvicos were
held not only in the schools but throughout the city. He had sorved
thivty-elght yoars in :public*v education, twonty-ons end & half of these
as the Swperintendont of the Richmond Public Schocls. 'The teachers and
principels founded the William Fayotte Fox Memorlel Schelarship to
Richmond College. It was to be granted to & woman graduate of Jolm
¥Marshall High Schools

Tho city govermmond launchod & Clean-Tp the City Campaigm in
1513, The schools wore asted to cooperade. Fach school was glven one

_ 19&.. Yoora In Rickmond {Ricmond: wWhittet and Shepperson,
1508), ppe 27,30 (Ficturce.]
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day hollday curing the weel to eld in this onampalgn in which the school
children cocperatod booutiflly with an owakenod interest and pride in
their city,

The Spanich American Har had hed 1ittle or no offoct on the
schools, The approach of World Har Y ag well as the war 1teolf was folt
by every Amenrlcan, young and ¢id. . The school children of Richmond wore
no excuption. mmrtagéa of naterials as ‘mlll ag foods were malding thene
celves folts Tho now Lee School building was under construction in the
Weet Ehd.zﬂ Tho United States governmort finally released enough
gravel Lo :msm;e tho bullding. Botwcon shortages and the radlrcad
strike, the gravel dldn't evrive until froesing weather when it was wuch
too cold to pour concrete. Tho conbinetor with a angll working force,
since lsbor was ot a prenium, finglly pubt & roof over ths building to
provent damego by the elements. The inclined planes, for which the
gravel was noeded, were campleted in tho mpring,

¥ith tho declaretion of wnr in April of 1917, the principals
and tezchers perticipated in National Draft Dey registering 2ll men in
thoeiy éwtrict.s betwoon twentyeone and thivty-cne years of age, The
Household Arts Dopartment held a five.~weck food econsorvation campaign.
They lissued bulleting and pave demonstrations of ways to make meals
palateble in spite of food shortages by finding substitutes for bread,
‘meat, fats and SUERTs Mgy also organised vacablen canning clubs, The

2 o4 oth Annual Revort of tho Sworintondont of the Public
Schools of Rlerionds Torcinia, JOl-ivly  Wacltonas  hichong PTess,

Tud,; 1920); De Li0s




12y
Sewing Tepartment helped tho Red Cross by sewing and knitting, At home
girls mdo gimple dresses for orphan children of France and Belgium
from mtordels supplicd by tho ¥ar Relief Soeiety.  John Marshall
students adopted a Froneh wur orphen.

Thero wore throe Rod Cross Carpairns,®”  Fivo thousand Riche
rond school. children participated in tho parades, Thoy seé&m& for the
Red Cross 4,082 yesrly merboroldps. Two Junlor Rod Cross Auxilaries
were organised in the white and colored schocls with a totel membership
of more than 12,000, Tho Junlor Red Cross at John Mershall made thirtye
slx suits of pajemes, ndnoty bed shivts, thirty-three sweaters, twentye
soven wufflers, thirgy-two palrs of wristlols and twenty-six paivs of

BOCka,
. 2
Tho school childron helped in three Liberty Loan (Iampaigms.e

Thoy solicited mubscriptions frem paronts and friends for the purchase

of Liberty Bonds. The gyotem of school savings begun just bofors the
outbrsak of war to encoursge habits of thrift, was now patriotically cone
vorted into Thrlift and ¥War Ssving Stanmp Clubs,  The children, who under
tho school savings system had doposited & total of §1,173.73, were
allowed to withdrav this nouey to purchase stamps,  Instead of pass
bocks, they now had Thrlft Stamp Bocks. Thay bought stamps on Hondays
and when a book was £illed, it wos twimed in for a VWar Saving Stamp. The

Dportyeninth Anmual Report of the Suporintendont of the Publie
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toachers kept vocord sheets as under the old plan showing the murber of
etampe purchased by each dndividual, These shoots wore deposited and
filed in the o;‘fioecfthe tuperintendents In & special campaign for
selling War Stomps conducted by the city, John Smith School wen the
prize offeved for the larpest smount of sbamps sold by any one group.

The boys in the mamual training classes worked ten War Gardons.
They divided the produce, half going to opon air classes and school
dunches. The rest they divided among themselves to be consumed by their
familics, The drawing olnsses entered a competition for food postors,
The director of the local food administration woe so impressed with
their worke that he had slides made of the twenty winning posters which
wore shown in the moving picture houscs of the city. Mr. Morcer organ
iged Sunday Sings for the pleasure of visiting soldiers from Camp lee.
They became so popular, not only with the soldiera but also with the
citimens, that the John Marshall Auditorium would no longer hold the
erowds and the sings had to be moved to the City Auditorium, >

Classroom instruction was modified by the war. Assemblies
were held each woek to acqualnt the children with the causes and the
progress of the war., ¥ar eongs built wp patriotism. FEnthusissm for the
varioua campaigns was also built up through assmbly programs. The
United States Govermment sent supplementary war material for use in

arithmetic and reading classes,

23%1@:1’.1: Annunl Report of the Sunerintendent of tho Public
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Jemeg C. Harwood, principal of John Marshall, realising that
there was diseatisfaction among friends and patrons of the school because
students wore participating in so many war activities during school
hours, nmadse his address at the forty-fourth snnual commencement of the
high scheol in the form of a mbnttal.zh He sedid that conservative
friends of the school believed that in taking part in so many var activi-
ties the main object of the schools'! existence might bave been forgotten.
Such was not so, The schools had not lost & thing. They had gained
bettor citizens, given service and self-sacrifice, loyalty and coopera-
tion. Exmminations showed & larger per cent of promotions than in
formey years. There were threc hundred stars in the sexvice flagg one
star was gold, One alumnus had won a distingulshed service medal for
gallantry in the field. The cadet corps, which ceme early and stayed
lats to practice drilling, had dene excellent wWork. -They had been faithe
ful to all calls for extra service asked for by the city, A Cirls!
Service Corpse had been organized and doctors had trained a Boys! Sanitary
Corps after school hours to holp with the wounded,

The school alumni had made excellent progress at colleges and
universitics aided by the excellent training and help they bad been
given at John Marshall High School. At Richmond College, three had be-
cono menbors of the honor socicty - the Arachnidae. At Randolph-Macon
Woman$s College, Arline Fubank had won the freshman scholarship for the

' ehﬁ‘o -ninth Annual B £ the Superintendent of tha
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highest standing in the freshman closs. At Waghington and Lee, two of
the six acholarships granted had boen won by John Marshall bays. At tho
University of Virginia, Fllsworth Wiltshire had made two yearst work in
one and had beon elected to the Raven Socioty. James Sloan had won &
capetitive appointnent to West Poind Mlitary Academy, Sammel Witt led
his clase at Virginis Militery Institute and won more military honors
than any othsr single student had ever echioved before,

The high school was not content to do well but had striven to
do better and better. The school had established a vocational course
to moet tho noeds of students whoge careers ended with high school and
also a cooperative high school for puplls who must becone wage earners
early, Here thoy worked and studied alternately in cooperation with
employsrs of Richnond who were very interested. Thore were already more
jobs to bo filled than could be £illed by the forty students enrolled.
These things had been acconmplished in spite of the time given to wor

activitios,
In connsction with the vocationsl work, war classes for adults

wore established, As more men were called into service, women were
needed to £111 the positions they vacated, Instruction wms given in
methods and procodures of industry as well ac in secretarial subjects,
Classes in cooking were held and canning clubs were formed, For men
listed as Cless & under the dreft law, Var Emorgency Classes in radio,
Fronch, mathomatics, elemsntary resding and writing were arranged.
Through a contract with the United States Govermment, ths
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Richmond Schoolst Treining Detachment (Voeaticnal. School) was
es‘bablismd.zs The students were fod and quartered at the State Fair
Greunds, The first group of 800 men arrived from Wast Virsinia, The
second conbingent mwbered 900, Thsy represented every stage of soclsl
and industrial life, The nilitary officsrs turned tho men over to
officere of the school board (W. O, Locker was the goneral manager of
the school,) &t 8:00 A, M. each moyning, The mon atdended classes
untdl 5:00 P, M, They received techmical training in the Johm Marshall
High School and at Virginia Mechanics Institute in tho repair and
operation of sutumobiles, trucks and motorcycles, carpentry, bench
woodworicding, radio operation, and electricily, Genoral Pershing said
to the instructors that in en emorgency men trained in Richmond could be
relied wpon to do their Jo%.zé A monber of the War Department cormeonded
the work of the school in the highest of terms. Of the 685 schools
established throughout the country, Richmond was the only one rating a
regular army cook to prepare food for the mn.m To help entortain these
men the Richmond Schools established & soldiers' library fund, The
gtudents ratsed §4L2.26 and collected more than 12,000 books by camvassing
the city. Tho colored children donated §67.25 o ald the colored ¥ M C A,

Tbid., p. 116
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Just before the amistice was signeq, an epldemic of influonsa
swept the country, The Clty Fealth Officer ordered the schools closed
en Octover 7, 1918 and they wore not recpened for a nwntzh.‘za Bacause
the clty was not equipped with encugh hospitals school buildings wore
converted temporarily to'take care of the rick. In both Baker and John
Harshall cots were placed vot only in the classrooms but alse in tho
corridors. The city wes short of fuel and the weather was umsually
gevere, So many pecple dicd during tho cpidenic that coffins contaiming
bodies of the soldiers to be shipped home for intemment were stacked at
the railroad stations mwaiting tho ond of the railroad strike, Hundreds
of teachers, both white and colored, gave valusble service during this
period es dictitiens and nurses. Thoy visited homes %o £ind out widch
pecple naeded epecial aide lMary contrected influepsa and two of thom
lost their lives while engeged in this worice At ths end of the epldemic
the doctors as well gs the health departoent declaryed the work of the
teachors had been dnvalusble to them.™

Whon schools reopenad they were facod with tho problen of
making up the twonty lost teaching days and the completion of the course
of study, By shortening holidays, eloven of the daye were made wp. One
principal asked to b 2llowed to eliminate the so-called "frill®
aub,jecte.jo This pian lasted for three wecks when to his constornation

%Ibidi s P 17.
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he found 1t wouldn't work at 211, He end his toachers discovered that
thn best reaulis obteined in educsticon wore due to o balanced progran
consdoting of sendexnle weré:, rmaie, plysical zzcmca don and hand work.
Teachers throughout the eify did 211 in t!ze..r pewer to complete as mch
of the conrss of gtudy as was pogsible,

On the tenth and Jast ammiversary of J, Ay G Chandlexts
superintendency of the Richmond Publie Schools, statistics were
printed showing the growth of the school system during his adninis-

tratien.n

March 1909 ¥arch 1919
Habor of teachors - 396 o5
Huber of bulldings 27 Ly
Husber of pupils in doy school 15,009 27,067
Muzber of pupils in night school N 618 2, 981

' Cost per capita to cita' and state §17.52 ‘;727.71
CTotal e@aﬂ&iﬁma 2\;569, %101&5 @4025,0000%
Value of school property sl,lﬂl,éﬁ.oz 83,195,773.03
Fumber of high school graduates 137
School pepulation 23 ,953 314:91%5
Percontage onrolied in scheols 658 89.L%

31
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CHAFTER X
EXPANBICH AND RECESSION

After World War I the thrift clubs retwined again to tho
school savings system of banking. Tho Mothors' Clubs end the Pavont
Toachors? Associstion gave a bamner to tho school making the best banking
yocord cach your. Tho teachers comploined of the involved elorical
vork. Thore wore 8 mmber of orrory snd inoccuracies bocause neither
the teachors nor the pupils wore trained 4in banking 'mathods. The supor-
intendont reocmmonded that the banks send & representative to the
schoole cach woclk to check the deposits, koup the racords and assume the
responaibility of paying withdrawals to pupils. Becauss of tho intorest
of the Parent Teacher Assotintions and interested citizons, without holp
£rom the barkts, banking continuod until the doprossion of the thivtios,”
Monay Was 80 poaros that the pupils withdrew funds to the amount of
#61,567.42, Thia loft only £1,0622,10 on Goposit, As this monsy was
never clodned, it was tyansferrved to the clerk and supervisor and sob wp
as/a speciol aceount in ease anyone chould demand 4t. The twelve yoar
- amperimant in banking was ended,

The compulsory education law proved to be a two-odged sdord,
Whon the schocl systen was first insupurated, the unfit and the unruly

Lot tythivd Anmal Reporb of tho Swerintendont of the Publie
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wore not slloawed to attond the achools. Compulsory attendance placod
all typos of childrenm in the schools. Some of the pupile proved une
teachable in tho environmoent of 2 regular clasevoom and specisl provision
had been made for such children with the establishment in 1916 of John
Sulth Sehool 1n the old Bellovus School.” Virgle Gary, chosen bacause
of hor hapny end officient handling of bays, was pub in charge of soven.
tocn who neodod individual attention. OF the seventecon, one was allowed
to rebwra to Binford Junior High School at the end of three woeks, ong
wae pend to the reformatory by the Juvenile Court and five dropped out
of school bocsuse thoy wore overage and couldn'$ bo forced to attend,
The pupils wore given two medicsl exnninatiens each year. Each child
way found to bave one or more serious defects. Two wore operated en fop
the yomoval of adonolids and tonsils and one hed euch & serdous blood
condition that ho wus placed in the hogpitel for troatment. Thess threq
raturmed to the class, Isprovement in beliavior and in lessons of the
%en who gpont tho £irst term at John Smith School was quite noticeable,
Thay follewod a course that included academic subjects, mmsle, art,
handworls and physical training. the railroad Y ¥ C A alloved the schoo)
" to use its pool for mimmdng lessons, The socond year the school omrell.
ed tuenty-tuo pupils. In spite of tho fact that & boy abssnt without
vordification was pidiod wp by the police and escorted bacl to echool,
the boys loved thoir school ond took irmense pride in it and in thoir
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teacher, who £olt that all her boys had tholr fouwlts and frailties but
were humon belngs 1ike everyone oloe and thet 4% was hor duty to holp
then beocome woof\d cltizans. Ackiovement tosts showed thad mowt of the
boys were sbove averago, grode for prudo, vhon ccrporod with other
schoolse

m gehool had prown so large by 1928 thet it could no longer
bo accomodatedin the old gchool émi was moved to Rufinor School, |
Threo girlo wore adudtted, but thia was not a satiafuctory arrangoment
6o tho girls wore guickly roturned to their criginal schools, liss -
Mary K. Hoband wng eppolatod to assish Virple Gary, This sams yoor the
beye held en sahiblt of the woodworle they had dons under the direction
af Mr. Hitop Horrds., Among tho visitors were Superintondsnt HilX,
Judge dazen Boge Rieks® of the Juvenile Court, snd Dr, Harvey Coghill
ond bis staff franm the Childronts Meworiel Clinfe. Soon a third teachor
was nacotserye Mattde C. Thomss jolned the foculty., Problem boys
volunbardly made mlieatim for adaisgion bodause of the gyrpathotic
attitude of tho teachers and because of the variety of claspes and
activitics. The Rotary Club for Boys offered their gymmasium for the
use of tho school and Miss Lottdo Loe Thorpe gave weekly instruction in
phycieal education end games, Bach week the opening exerciscs in the
ageembly were conducted by a ¢ifferent boy. The programs were varlied:
sometincs o conoord by thelr oun harmonica band; somolines nature talke,

3
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and onoe a real magiclan from Now York. Many civie clubs wore interested
in the school and trips were arranged to Jamostewn, Willismoburg and the
Richmond battlefiolds,  Jesse 1.‘L,j Binford took them on a tour of the
thite Houso of the Confoderagy and the Capitol, The Kiwenis Club gave a
dimner at the Chardor of Comwrve and planncd for the boys an olcborato
progranm which included musie, epeoches, songs, ﬁm&iing and bering, At
the end of tho progronm ench boy was givon & ene dollar merchandiso gift
cortilicaty, a tdokst to Loowts theatre ond a bag of candy. Tired but
happy, a1l wore delivered o thelz houes by automobile.  Fetwrning to
schoel on Mendgy cach boy reported finding a doller BA1) in his candy
bag. This trect probobly hed o groater influonce on the morale of the
bqsr& than any other activity in which they engaged.

In roburn Zor g1l this intorest token in them, the boys nmade
doll houses For the deaf c¢lass and teaching aids for tho teachor of the
doaf children. They mede covorod wagons to be used in & project for one
of the othor schools. Thoy aided the Jundor Fed Cross and made dyawinge
and cut-outs for children in the Deoloy Bospitel.

Tho work of this school has cantimied to be succesaful, After
tho death of Mes Gary, the nomo wns changed o tho Virgle Cary School.
In 1952 45 was housod in MNochenics Instituto which is coordinatod with

Jonn Iarchall High School,
Such 8 school for colersd chilldven urs eghabliched 4n 1926 in



136
the colorod dotention homo.! The sohools furnished teachers and books.
The attondanco ule for this school was most offective, No pupil had to
be called for twico Ly a policemen. The gchool followed much the pamo
pattera s that of Jolm Smith exeopt that it provided for pirls s well |
a8 bays and was kmom a8 Colored Spocial . It was undoy the dlmction |
of Katy Cookes Whon Misg Hosalic Herper bocxme tho bead of the atten- !
danes deportment, the locals of this schwoel wag a great soiwow to her.
Aftor sony requoste oho was given a asall eppropristion Yy the board and
used the menay for painting and decornbting the room in cheerful colors.
Howablo furniture roplaced tho sercwnd down docks.  Bodkeanes, plctuves
and drapories wore added. She no longor folb thab thooo wore forgotton
children whon partics and exeursions wore added to thelr curviculum,
Swo changes in: the corpulsory school law plus the enactnent
of tho chlld laboy lsw increased Misa Harports work, !Icrb'aray did ghe
have to enforce abtondance until a child reachod fifteon yoars, but also
the hod to iomuo work poraits and badges to boys who wished Yo work efter
school hours as nessenger and orvand baye ond newscarriors. Sonctimes
ebtondunco ¥as noye thon & problen end ono movie theatro did nothing to
help the olbtuation. The Hoving Picture Managorst Association, worklng
with the nchooln, apreed to prchibit childron of gehool age ottending
during pehool hours. The enly thoatre dn the clty not cooporating with
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To add the attendanco officer in hor work, visiting teachors
were aployods They wore trained social workors who worked divectly
with the ochools, The first visiting tcachey, Fttienne Baldwin, wag
agsigned to Madison Sﬁlwol.s She worked with children and their familics,
wot with teachors to talk on the policies of bome visita and how to pet
the best rosults, how to keep records of tho unadjusted child and
various means of helping children bseane botter adjusted. She not only
- worked with the schools, bub also with the Aspoclated Charities and tho
Juvenile Court, She hwlped elasses in the teacher treining program &b
the normal schools. Hor work was weally ploneer work becouse thore had
beon 1o such socdsl work in the state bofore.’ The work proved such a
susoess that more vieiting teschars were coplayed and assigned to
schools. Teachors referrved children to the visiting toachers for the
following ronsongs poor scholorship, undesivable behavior, unfavorable
hone conditions, irvegular attandance, leaving school, excogsive shymoss
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and ungovernable tompors, The visiting teacher not only worked with tho
children and their parents bub she gave advice and tests and worked in
close couperation with the newly established Childron's Memorial Clinic.
The work of this department wos outstanding, Tho contribution to teachey
and child adjustimont was invalusble yob whon tho depressicn made ito
effoct felt on the schools, the Visiting Teachey bepartnont was the first
to be abolished in 1933 since the nature of the work was of & typo that
should never recoive excossive publieitys Only e minority of parents
uas ever touched by the works

The numbor of fereignors coming to Richmond efter World War I
pregented anothor problem. Amordconisation claaseaa wors cpened at John
Mershall Night School in 1920, Organisstions such as The Sons and
Denghtiors of the Americen Revolution contributed materially to this
progran. During tho doprossion theso classes wore financed and operated
through the Federal Dmorgenay Rolief Association and they were csllicd
Naturalization Classes.

Becatso of the rapid rise in the cost of living, many children
were leaving school to tako Jjobs and add to the family income, To vombat
this exodus the schools insugurated part~tine classcs.” Those in sales-
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ranship, which had been startod dn 191k, were olosed during World Wex I.
The school board now declded to reinstate these closses wndey an fme
proved progren, Virginia Roberts was ficloughed to take a course at tho
Prince School of Education Store Service in Bosten, On lor rotum shoe
orpanived clasces in threo ghores of the city. Thoy wore held in
eoplorecst rost yooms in the morninge. The atbondance was excollent,
Instruction wae given in salossnship, businoss cthices, morchandise,
textiles, color, corsobyy end stere gystem peligy and orpanization.
Tho students vatched the clorks demenstrate the gubjeots taught in the
clapses.

South Richmond wan fash beeoming an industrdel commnity.
Zm Je Ierd, principal of Bainbridge Jumdor High sq%aml, to sten the
tddo of dropeouts and to tredin gixls most of vhom would be wnshble to
sttend hinh school, asked Virginia Roberle to begin a sz2lesmenship clasas
in Fobruany, 1925, Thio slective closs, raming for onn yoor, uged tha
same Iesson plons Soliowed dn the stores and was open to glrls betwoen
fourboon and sixtoon yoars of ago. Tho girls did woll in selling positions,

A3 thewe rotail sclling classes developod, rotall stores cow
sporated end gove work to stodente on Satwdiye and holidays.  Practice
work wog given in Thalhlmers, 'xmsﬁmn!s and Gohen's and stora erployoss
wore encousapod bo take the claseos, Principal Haywood of Johm Farehell
had the lass in rotail sclling and seleomanship incorporated into the
ropular corsoreial and buginoss course ot the high school. Virginia
Roborts romarkoed many times that the work che was doing with childwren in
salammhig elagsod gaw hor more pleasure and gtimlation than any
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work 8ho had ovor before done in the public tehools of Richmond.® Fren
this small beginning the classos in yebail sslling and saleomanchip
sontinued to grow and are incorporsted as a part of today's Distributive
Education Program,

Schovl population had inereasod by the ond of World wWar I so
that a bullding progran was an absolute necossity. In tho clemontary
Schoola b, 339 chdldron were on a pert timo schoed day and both tho
Jmdor ond senior high schools wore ovorcrowdeds Instead of maldng an
approprintion, the City Couneil put the scheols on o seventy-five cent
levy and with tho poll tax of one doller the ¢ity coopiroller estimsded
thls would yleld éa;%,eomm’n He 2lso estimatod this enount would
increass the following year uhen dslinguent taxes were collocked and
tholr pro rata chore distributed to the schools. The school buillding
program would cosh £1,500,000.00, The Pinance Commdttos voted unanis
mously for a bond desuo in this amcunt. 49 coon &3 meterials wore avail-
abls aftor tho var, work wes immodiately begmn.

In 1923 4. E. B. Stvart, Patrick Honry, George Mason, George
Wythe and the new Armstrong (coleved) High School were openmed, Additions
wore made to may of the existing bulldings. The city took on & now

i
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look 25 a result of this ballding program. The Richmond School System
tould now fendl Justly proud of ifo buildings. Mot & single original
8chool building was now in use as such. o Modom heating, Mgitdng and
plublng had browght all older bulldings wp 0 modern standands of cone
struction. There wore still move chdldren then the schools could
accanodate.

Althourh Armstrong had a cepecity of 902 students, 148 enrolle
mont had dncreased by 1925 to 1, 123, Soveral hundred ppils wore kept
in tho euditorium in unsupervised study perlods cach day. The meed for
another high school was ovident. The Novsal Department, previously
housed in the hiph school, was dscontimed. Virginia Union Bdversity
in Richmond and Virginia State University 4n Potersburg ebsorboed tho
Nommal Doperkmont iuto thely tescher tradning progrems.

Anothor scheol bond iosus was dmrediately authorized as paronte
clanored for 2 relief fron crowded conditions in the schools. Torthoids
Jundoy High School wsg constructed with every modern convenience except
& meinming pool and $ho Rickmond Nexmeld School, & project doar to Albert
H, H11%s hosrt, wos openad in Soptesbor, 1926, Thim school wos ox-
prossly plauned for the tyeining of vhite teachors for the Richmond
School Jyotem. It had every modern coewvondence ineluding & celence
loboratory. Small rocus with movable partitions ellowed novies toachers
to chooyve olonontary children et work In tholr clasorooms. Thero were
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accomodations for 1,200 olementary pupdls as well as the Normal School
atndents{ Included in the echool were a gymnasium, suditorium, and
cafotoris, VWillienm Daniel Ellis, who had boen prineipal of Robert E.
Lee School and of tho City Nommol School which was located there, was
thae fivet principal of the novly-opened Richmond Hormal Schools Ho ine
eisted on having only the bost toachers on hie staff for both the
elomentaxy and the nomal Ec'hoal*la With them he woried closoly on edue
eational concepts, ideas and ideals, He encouragsd thom to go on fur-
Iough for otudy and to vigit university trelning schoolss These teachors
constantly brought back for discuseion the newest and best ideas in tho
£ield of cducation. The newest books published on education practices
wers dlgeussed pro and con. Practices wore tried and when found worthy
were upod in the schools Tdeas of progressive education wore stirring
in the Horth and theos were carofully sereensd and siftod Ly the staff,
Intorest in the "Whole Childts® developmont wos the goal of progressive
education. Tho staff, after much exporimontation, folt that fundamene
+0ls wore a necospary part of the development of the Pwhole child® to
echicve a hocossary bolance betwoen the old and the new idess boing
currently practiced in progressive schools. In tho Bichmond Normal
School no child was allewed to do everything he warnted to do but ho could
make Bono ohoice o8 o which port of a class or group activity he would

ko,
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Tho student teachors of the Hommel School ebsorbed the en-
thusiasn of the faculty who not only inspired them bub wore a constant
help in ¢ime of trowble while thay wore students and even after they
bagan thedr tooching eamvera.

Tho progren for teacher treining at the Richnond Nomuwl School
wag changed from a two to o three yoar coursa, ﬁmmmyemthe
studente wore given aoademic work in the fundamentals of teaching, ro-
frosher cources of subjects to be taught in claserosma, psychology,
sociology; sclence, hyglone, physical education and cbservation of
olagsroom prectices, The third year wag divided into four parts. 7The
student toacher spond the first gix wecks practice teaching in the
grada of her cholce undor the guidance of a eritic teacher, At the ond
of this time sho rotured to the education dopariment for criticisms of
ber mothods and for guidanee in plenning tho program to be carried out
during the second gix wockst pericd of practice teaching in a different
grade of her choicos The £inal pix wooks of the tem was again spent
in the eduentlon department for criticlems, for clarification and for
consolidation of loarnings based on sotual experdences in the classroom.
The student teachers were called upon in the preparation of any cleste
roum program whon they wore noceded, They cotched individual pupils and
sorstinos substituted in the clagsroon whon the regular teachor wes
sbeent or ettonding & moobing, |

Ag tho success of the progran carried on at Richmond Hormal
School bocame woll-knmm, parents from cvery gection of the city and in
surrounding areas ontored thoir children ag if it were a private
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achoolqzh Ty woo quite & change 4n he witwpoint of the citisens as
many wore scoustored to withdraw their children when o Normal Dopartwment
wag added to any ochool. Visitors camo from far and noars The Unde
versities of Chicage and Colwsbia brought students to cboorve. One
grogp from the Internationsl Ingtitubo of Colunbie was composed of
forty-oisht students represonting olrteon foroign cowntries. Many of
them came dn nabive costume, Tho Chinese womon hed @iffieulty in walhk-
Ing on the coaposition ﬂm, The tall, bandsome dozbkesiinned gtudent
mxmmgmmwam@ammmmmaggtm
Arobion Nights ap he walked along tho corridorss In the coaference hold
at the closo of this visit, tho criticio was helpful end constractive;
the comsents favoreble and gratifydng.

Richmond Nomal Scheol was discontinued durdng the depression
as ono of the cooncmy meamures boctuso more teachers were avallsble and
positions could be filled without the added exponse of oporating the
school, Toeachors whe had tho priviloge of attending Richmond Normal
School hawve & bit of semolbing in their relationshipo with chdldren that
toachere trained eloewhore do not seen to havo sccording to @ remave 15
zeds by Mr. Luclon De Adoms, Assistant Superdnfendent. He eaid that ho
could oot o teachoy who bad %m:uwé in Rickmond Hormel School.

NN
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Intorest in tests and measurements influonced the School Board
into aettmg wp a mmnt of Roscarch in 192h-1925 wndey tho direction
of Vernon A. Jmea« Throngh batteries of tests, he was to detersmino
the standing of Richmond students in achievement in velation to 1ike age
groups in tho United States and make recommendations for better places
mont of students, Ho found a wide renge of sbility and achiovement at
eath grado level and cuggested thab grow instruction be erphasized,

The results of the tests wore sont to principals and teachors to &id in
ﬂm bettemb of instwuction. With the Hedical Department and with
the asoistance of the Hodieal College of vwm, mental wa‘ts wore
given to a1l pupils in special classes. Tho Bongt tosts wore given to
811 puplls in the schools, Anothor recomondstion was that different
mothods of dnstruction bo used in different poctions of the elty sinco
the coonomic guocess of parents was & determining i’actor in the succoss
of the child,

Two now special clasges wero established, ono in sight saving
and the othor for gifted children, In the sight saving classos, which
wers conducted in verious schools, heavy soft lead pencils and type=
writors with oxtra lerge {ypo were uﬁﬁ& Dosks were no 1onge:- screwod
o the floor and the ehildwncmﬁ.dwwandadjustmmawordingm
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changes in 23ght 7 For oral work the children roturmed to their rogu-
lax gredon 80 28 not to fool a etigm of difforence, The Vieginia
Gmﬂsﬁm&rt%ﬂﬁdmpmdmﬁm:mmm&Mgafﬂw
children whose eyes wore irreparshly éafectivm The tyos of the chile
dren wore chochked by oculists and corruction of the defects resulted in
noticoabls frprovement in pogt cases,

4 clase for gifted childyon was indroduced in Ginter Park
s::m,w and later in other gehools, for childron vhoso IQ's ranged
from 117 $o 156, Twonty-five childron were selected from tho 3A through
the 1B groden. Ab the end of tho sossion all pupile were classified
64, Provision wos made that thoy should stay togethor a5 a group until
thay entered high schools  This plen continmued for throe yearss after
widch a gystem of ability grouping wes installed throughout the schools
of the citys About ten yoars later when Mr, Forbes H. Norris became an
essistant suporintendont, the defects of ebility grouping were becoming
epparent. An XQ wasn't tho only factor for succossful learning, FPer-
' pooal on envivomental factors should alse be considered in placement
of pupiis, Tho reguimment rogarding ability grouping was left to the
dizerotion of cach principsl in the elemantary schools. In high schools
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ability srowping vas almoot a necossity for thoss mtudents envolled 4n
eolloge proparatory courses.

Ancther innovetion in 1918 was the cafoteria. Bagiming in a
snll wy with the hot broskfasts and lunches served the children in the
open air clagoos and the experbuent, with deootie sclencs classes plaming,
preparing and sovving hot lunchos in ono schosl, tho Medical Director sow
tho poneibilitien for every child enrolled in the acaocls o havo & hob
lonche Ho hod bopun o sizepoint hedlth program, one point of which cone
cornod tho weicht of children. Ib wno found won investipgation that
mayy mothors, oithor conbinuing in jobs taken during the war or taking
Jobs bocaune of the recession, did not glve hot or woll~balancad moals
to thedr children, Tuonty-oight cafoterias wore opensd under &
Director of Cafotorias, Mre, ¥, P. MaCablee. Zach pehool had a pamager
and raids to propave and gerve food. To mmpmrlybamdlm
monug, tray Junchos wore providsd, For as littlc as twonty cents per
doy 8 child could purchage a lunch consisting of milk, sowp, sandwich
and dossort, Moot of the cefeterias wore solf-supporting and those
waich rwodod v funds to dafrey the cost of operation were sustained
by tho med) profite made in & fow cafotordas. The expense of hot
Iunches 4n e open aly classes had eluzys boon a problem. Now that
children could buy thoss Junches, the problen was nonw-cxintent.
continued dte policy of pro-school

The Hedieal Duparboent
registretion bopum in 1893, Pavonds brought their children to the
schools wheye they were extminod for veecivations. The doctors and nurves
odvised the garents concerning other veceinos that would dnnoculate their
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children ageinet the mary childhood discases. If tho parents were Pl
nancially waoble, the sehool doctor would give both the vaccination for
mollpox ond the vaccine for diphthoris. This immndisation agoinat,
diphtheria practically eliminated it on o childhood diccase. The Modi-
el Departmont mads 8 phyeival exandnation of ol pupils participating
in corpotitiw sports, Students in the jJunior high schools reeceived
one phyelesl oxonination a yoar and thoso in senior bigh schools wore
given two or nore.

Tho Hotherst Clubs were vitally dntervcosted in tho cpon alr
classon and 1h tho hepldh progrems. In pone schools ﬁwy had provided
hot lunchos for the children and wore o pleased with the six point
{1ater soven) progrem that thoy ewandod a bannor each year to the school
baving the largest per cent of oix pointers. These clubs, in order to
give gronter sorvico to tho school comminity, decided to include teachors
ip and officislly becomo knsin e the Paront-Toachey

in thoir movberst
Ansocdation. Thay finally bocame apsociated with "The Federation” &
natioml orpanicaddon of such clubs. They gponsored such activiticn ap
hoalth festivals, field days and gxoursiongs

(e of thoir prestest efforte ab this time was a caspaien for
botber schoul libreries. One of the factors giving lspetus to the
1ibrary mm@wﬁmmmemmnommmm&m
Horvhall Bigh Schodl to its now how ab Praniin and Shaeffor Strecta.
The Ropepayy Librayy had been starked by Thomas lelson Pape who, aftor
hig wifols death, gave his attention to the reading and telling of
stordicn to saall boys. in the acquioltion of bocks for thesoe boys the
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Uibrary (coliod Rosemary for his wife) was stwbed.w Aftey Pagets
death the echool board allowed & rvom in Jolm Mareball High Sehool o be
used to house the collection which continuod o grow and serve the edty,
In the early days of the liluwry, tho bost otudents at John Marshall
were allowod libravy priviloges. Soon afterwards, with donations for a
dibrary from the Jehn Marshall Alumnd, libeary pﬁﬁleges wore granted
a1l studento. Beceuse tho xomoval of tho Rosomary Library left quite a
rurbor of vacens shelves and a leck of referenco and yeeding nmeterials,
the studerto end slumnd of John Marshell fiigh School esteblished Book
boys Thay wive alded in this drive to collect & libraxy bty the Pavent-
Toacher Asmocistion. Tho problen end projoct method of teaching, which
vy graduslly bocoming the activily program, domanded ressorch na-
torinle at evory school lovels The City Lidravy, whon it wap establishod
st Pirst and Fronklin Streets made clossroom loanss Tho P T A made the
poquinition and csbablishnent of echool libraries one of their adns.
The school board, 28 moncy wWas available, estsbliehod junior and penfor
mgamm:zmmm@aw;mmsmmemditartawutmm
slomentary libraries wore startod,

Another program gponsored by the Farent.Teachor Agsociation
was tho Safety Patrol Organisation, 7The increasing muber of automobiles
on the shrosts was a constant pource of worry to the parents of amall
children, ¥ith the gpproval and aid of the Police Department, a safety

&9mm Hoaghor, Motony of Educabion in Richrond
(Riclewnds triterst Project, I050)s pbe Mi-1i3e
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pmgmm was inaugurated 4n 1927, Mre. H. C. Dunnavant wes for many
years in chargo of growps of bays and soastinos girls who were organised
in the various achools to pmmaﬁev pafoty in thaﬂ.r regpoctive schools,
Thay wero trained to guard school crossings and provent accidents, For
this gervics; in raix;x and ahi.ne, they wore awarded mrit badpes at the
clogs of each aeaa&:m. Gn the white bolts of oldar boys could somee
tﬁm& be oen §ix or more such baugea danoting t.he*h' eossions of servica.
oo ?arent Teachey Associations gave then raincoats end hets. The
thootre nanspers cach opring geve theatre pa:'tiaa for hundreds of boye
and girls who had venderod this servico, Tho Richmond Safoty Counoil
firnished nonthly safely pémm with lessons $o each classroom and the
Anwrican hutomobile Association, in cooperation with the other agencdes,
sgonsowd trips %o Woshingben ench sgvﬂ.ng for the movmoth pamc% of
Safety Patrols. The Progidont of the Uhited States pemumny nakes
an award to coch boy and girl who has astually eaved a life whilo on
duty a8 o morbor of a School Safoty Patrol.

In tho easy financisl time of the first part of the twenties,
many coursos in the curriculum were broadened to giwée wider experiences
to the mmils; Instrumental mueic clasoes, instead of being held after
tichool hours, bocame 8 part of the daily school program without fee,
fenchepa of dnstrumental susic were assigned so many hours a day to each
elomentary school. Thoy gave tho childron various tosts to find thote
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of ebllity end to detormine what typo of instrument cach might success~
fully leam to play. Various civic oerpanisations geve money for the
purchase of instrumonts for thoss whe wore financially unsble to buy them
and soma of the musle stores loansd instruments. The Southern Mesio
Conforence met in Rickmond in 1926-1927. Thoy weve entertadned by a
- chorus of 500 eolored chdldren who gave & concort of Southorn spiritusls
and Vogro dialect songs. The high school chorus and orchestra also gove
a soncort, Tho econforence recsived this comment 4n the Music Supervisors
Jmlza |

seess thie was really not a comventions it was a good old
fashioned Southern reundonl Thove of ue who aye Southerners by
choice and those of us who couldn't help being Southwrners
Joinnd with our velatives Lrom the Horth end Vest for a happy woek
in a beautifol hotol in & wonderful old city. Informelity wes tho
koy mote of the meetingy there were fine programs and thore were
splondid addresstt.e... Wo 811 came away from the meeting with
new vigor and new aspiration end now hopes for musio in the South,
Buch hogpitalityl And what a tirelees, charming host Mr,
Weltor O. Mercer., The more we sow of him tho wmore we loved himeyee.
During Haotdonal Music Week in 1925-1926, Riehmond estublished &
world record. 1t was the first time thet choruses of & thousand voicos
sore en tho air for two sucoossive nights, Theoe choruses were under vhe
drection of . Morcor, A two part cantata, Tho Childhwod of Himwatha
was broadeast by redio gtation W R V A. FProfesoional musiclans wore
added to the John Horshall orchesbre for the occasion, through the courw
tegy of the music morchants of Richmond and Tho Hews Lendor. Corplimonts

1
woiphth Anmual Report of tho Suporintendent of the
§ % 5’;‘3 d v’lz'm"é Do 122251?}'2% igxi/ cimonds | Wa G, Hi1Y,

Publip Schools o iuicimond, Z s
¢ - y pj- P



152
were recelved from all over the country,

The mogt popular part of the music progren was the Music
Hemory Contests, Fifty classical selections were studied by puplls from
the £ifth geade throush the first yogr of high school. It stizmlated
the compmnity. Hundreds of perdnts and relatives were tomnented by heayw
ing these polactions egain and again and apain - whole records, parts of
racords, snatches of recopdst Six thousand four hundred ninoty-four
children took part. Finala woers beld in Maye One hundrod nine puplls had
porfoct papere, Sirbywono had a score of 98%, One hundred seventy
voceived gold modals, Prize monoy of §2.50 for eech perfectly scored
pipor in & school was used toward tho purchase of wictrolas and records.
Tho winmers wore amnounced ab the City Auditorim.aa The Musicianst
f:lz;‘b evardad a gilver aup to Stonowall Jackson School for having the
lerpest mrbor of wimners, Winifyed LaPrade, of Bainbridpe Junior High
Schnol, won the grand prize, a new Edison phonograph valued et k5,00,
She married Thomas ¥. Woodson and taught music in the Richmond scheols.
Winifyed Woodson was killed in an nutomcbile accident in 1958 while on
her woy home from Bast End Junior High School,

When radio station W R ¥ A was first cstadlished in Richmend,
progrens wore put Yon the air" for school children, Ameng these were
tho wealtly Demrosch Concorbs. Leoturcs on various subjects boing
studied wore given over the edr and school time wag sot aside for listen-
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inge  Dr. Douglas Southall Froeman gave an interesting address on "Farly
Virginia History", Another axperiment was tried for eleven woeks. Fach
Wadneoday o different olans tool: part in a brosdeast. The School Board
dldn't think the hrvadeasts justified the lons of time from classes end
thay wore dscontinued although they gratefully used the time offeved
Loy participation in progrens honoring Ceorgo Weshington in the celobrae
tion of his bi-centonndal,

The interest of children in radio was phenominal, Radio c¢lube
were formods At John Marshall a wireloss station of two Mmdmd noter
wave-longth was ingtallod through which the bays esteblished commmicas
tion with Washington, D, C. :3 Thay pﬂ.c%ed 1w messapes fron shipe on
the Atlantie and on June 15, 1920 roceived a wirelesss tal&phma moBsAEo
from Plainflold, Now Jersay. The W, 7. CGrant Company, on Broad Stroct,
mm@awmﬂmmmmmwmmg condensers, bus wire
and bakelite (torrible mmelling hard yubber) panels, dials and other
parephornalia with which they were building table model radios and
M crystal sots outfitted with ear phones, Almost ‘everyone who was
succosoful in meking a sot that worked received station K DK A 1n
Pittsburghon the first tay,

Bioceuse of the mony class activities being carried on and the
introduction of portable motion picture machines, the Richmond schools
started collocting & £ilm librory in 1919. The films were selectoed by

23 |
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a joint conmitteo of principals and of the Federation of Mothers' Glubs
and wers used in all branchon of educstion as teaching alds, IMany films
wore givon to the pchools including the most popular "Chrenicles of
Mrerica Seros®, " Tho sories vas in 1bself prectically a cowse in
American Mistory. Tho £ins wove used so Lrequently that soon thoy
could no longer bo patcheds This sordop has since beon reissued., Vith
the repeiring and bullding of redios as an exira cwrriculs activity, the
superintendent advised the school board that a department for visual ald
should be got up, Instead 2 camitieo on Visual-Adds was eppointed in
1927-1928.

Joln Marshall wag go crowdod in 1920 that it would no longer
accept fivel year students, They bad to remain in the junler high
schools. This rise in onrollment continmed and classes wers finally
held in the corpidors and shops. It wae not long bofore the high school
studants wore attonding on double shiftc. During the 19211922 scseion,
tho sonior class presented a pagoant "ihe Last Fifty Yesrs" 1llustrating
the isportant achioveponts of the school, Jazes C. Harwood rovicwed the
inpovtant dates in the scheolfs history beginning with 1672 when classes
wore hald in rented roums on Broad Streot with ¥i1lism Fox ap principal
and tup toachers kmown as assistants. William H. Taylor, clly corcner
and a professor ab Modical College, came for one hour o day to instruct

atebicth Amual Report of the Suporintondent of ?he Fublie
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in scicsme‘zs Frem this emall beginning he traced the history of the
Bchool to 3to presemt day and tho crowdsd conditions necopsitating double
shifta.

Barwood, as woll a3 tho school bhard, worried about the double
emift progrem. ProWless of discipline and attendance incroased., Tho
class periods wore roduced, There wore no supervised study pericds nor
vag thoro time for exbtra-currleularactivities. It wes impossible to
| give a two hour oxamination at the end of each tors, Flens were being
mads for & now high school, ALl that was necded was the appropriation
of the nonoy,.  Harvood w&s‘ doternined, however, to keep tho academic
standapds of the schood at tholr high level of efficiency and this he
and s staf? did in epito of their difficultics,

Themas Jofferson High School opened in 1921, The ceremenico
wore ndb as fully publicized as those of the first high school had beon,
Yot thay wore o irpreasivo ea wag the modorn bullding of classic
design,2® A pyremicel tower over the front entrence is caplinented by
colopest buste of Thomas Jeffersen ab the front corners, Tho building
in mctangnlar having 811 classrecms avound tho outsides The auditorium,
mmnpsia (two full sise when the rear of tho cuditorium stage is thrown

) and cafotoris ere on tho inside of the bullding with light rcach-

gSJtﬁia Cuthbert Pollard, Richwondls Stony (mchmmd.
Richmond Public Schools, 195k), pp. Zé3-2ci.
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ing thew from two innor courts. There is & large library, In 1931 the
bullding was equipped with the most modorn comveniances for heating,
ventilating, Jighting and cleaning, At the offieisl cpening on
February 20, 1931, Dr, Rosher ¥. Miller, Chairman of the School Board,
prosided over the public meeting, The Daughtors of the American Rovoe
Jution presonted the fiag and Bible and Suporintendent Albert H, Hi11
progented ¢he bullding to the Richmond citisens,

The athlstic fiold and sheps planned for Thomas Jefferson had
to be omitted. The contrectors had run into qguicksand in excavating
thorely incressing the costs of construction. The City Council hed made
an alleout effort to cooplete the building, HRevenmes bhad been contimie
8lly dropping sinco the ugly head of the deprossion made its first ap-~
pearance in 1925, Had i% not been for Alvert H. Hil1ts policy®! of
acowmlating 8 balance to provido for lean years, the schools weuld
have beon disastrously cxippled durdng tho lean yosrs. The achool board,
with Bi11 following & very conseyvative policy, was sble to presorve the
day echools in their entirety throughout the depression. To weather the
storm the solaples wore cut 10 per cents Art, music, homsmaking, ine
dustrial arbe and physical education wore not taught below the sixth
grada, HRichmond Mormel School, ag woll as vacation and night schools,
wore closed. The schosl architect and the viwiting teachers were no

longor on the payroll.

.
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Huch to the gorrow of the pecple of Richmond, Albert H, Hill
died euddenly in 1933. During his admindstration the city had boen
provided vith adequate school buildings, teachers had bsen encoursged
in profeacionsl growth, salsries bad bosn raised to equal those of
citics of like eiso in the state and ho was greatly boloved by the
school cidldren, meny of whon often visited him. Every Halloweten he
placed & barrel of apples in his fyond hell, Children came, ata opples
and talked with Hill, There wore no pranks at his house, They loved
thig kindly nan.

Sineo the School Board, 88 &n econcy measure, bad felt it
nocossary to close the Richmond Normal School in June 1933, the builde
ing boosme o corbination elementary and Jjunior high school. It was
ronamed for Albert H. Fi11 who had opent co rmuch time, thought and
caroful planning on it construction, The teachors of Albert H, Hll
School with formor teachers and student teachors of the Richmond lormal
School, had a portrait made which was placed In the front hall end un-
veiled (1936) by his small granddaughtor, Katherine (PPina®) Smith.

In ppite of rigld econcwy, the costs of schools increased.

A new corpulsory education lew reised the age to gizteens This foreod
eployers to hire clder wage ogYners and since jJobs wore at a pramivm,
the Yew was justified, It also kept achool age children from loitoring
on the streot cowers. The dncreasze in enrollnent was felt, of course,
in the junior and sonior hiph schools vhere the costs for education were
higher than those of elementary schools and although fower children of
primary sge wore envelling, thero wen otill an incroace in the uppor



achools,

When Franklin Dy Roosovelt became President of 4hs United
Statea in 1933 Federel Aid wes given the schools, Under the Fedoral
Emergency Rolief Administretion (F E R A) tenchors were employed, night
schools end shops recpensd end six mursery ochools were started. This
vag the first ¢imo mursery schools had beon in operation in cormoection
with the Ricimond Fublic School Systen. Thoy took care of young
children not 0ld enough to enter school whilo thole mothors worked.
Child contors for primary children were opensd also. Thoso took cara
of the children from the school closing hour until thoy counld be picked
up by mothors on the way howo fyom work. The funds for tho oporation
of such schools were aduinistered by the school board wpon allocation
from the State Board of Education. ’

Tho F E R A elso alded in the construction of combination
drill and athlotic fiolds for the high schools. Cadet Corps wore egstabe
lighed ab Thomas Jofforeon and Armotronge o

fho Fational Youth Administretion (i ¥ 4) took over booi ve-
pedy work for the schools and geve financial assistance for tho operas
tion of classes neccgsary for tho training of high echool boys and girls
who noedod to take jobs as o weens of support in order 4o remain in high
school, The N ¥ A alco holpod finance tho Adult Fducation Progrem. The
financial relief afforded through Fedornl eid enabled the school board
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to restore tho toacherst salary cuts.

With thego availoble funds Mopgle Yalker High School was built
in 1933 on the gite of Bartshom Merwrial College for the education of
Nogro pir2o,> vhen Virginia Unlon University was emtablished in 1931
1t dncosporated this college and the girls moved to the University
Campus.  Mgrde L. ¥alkor had dono g0 much for the advancoment of her
race dn tho fieldo of education and banking, that tho now colored high
school was nanoed in hor honor. It offered tho follewing coursaa=3°

Vocatdonal Trade Oourse (for pupils wishing to specialize in
some trade offered by the school)

Yoeational Colloge Preparctowy Course (for pwpils who wpon
graduation from high scbool would entor technieal courses in
tolloges or universities) ‘

Shope were provided for:

Howw Haldng

Gefetorin Sorvice and Hanagement

Ark R

Shoo Ropalring

Hasony

Building Hodntenance
TMFER&@W@MM&BS%WMMMM%&&MW
parlor and o barber shop in the colored high school but the expense of
cperntion wag go great these classos were discomtimied, The city
mwd no expenss in gotting an axcollont faculty undey the able leaderw-
ship of Dr. Jases Edward Sogear.

-
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When 2 growp of Franklin School teachors visited the Megrie
Walker IHph School, thoy were amezed that such a school had boen built
in the City of Bichmond, In the bekery thore wes & comwrelsl beater
for mixing dough, In the home making rooms wore threo-way full length
rirvors. Vhenover an eleehric iron waz plugped 4n, 6 red Might {lashed
on and vemndned on wntdl the iren was disconnected. In the rasenry
ghop wore meserous wheelbarvous lined apminst the wall « one for each
chudent in the class, Tho muslc roomos bad  tioved aooto so the instruee
tor could soe each of his pupils as they sang or pleyed muslcel instrue
menta, Those yoons wore soundeproofed and sounds that would have come
£rom them nover distwrbed regular claseroon worlt.

Bocouse Richmond 48 g city of diverpified ccoupations, tho
deprossion, theugh sovere enough, was not 28 great as thet felt in other
citics, The tobacco industry instead of twming off crployccs, wao
hiring mere of then (women had taken wp suoking)e The establishoont of
the Dupord royon and textile industry holped to raiso erployment. The
school budnet showed an incyease and the broadoned currieulun progran

bogun eorlicr wee quickly restorede



CHAPTER XI
A REVOLUTION 1IN EDUCATION

During the late twenties, s new trend in cducation developed.
Progressive Educstion placing emphasis on the development of the ™shole
child® had arrived in Richmond, Virginia. The problem was not to ade
Just the child to the curriculum but to adjust tho curriculunm to the
ohild, Bperiences developed through history and geography, goon to be
roforred to as soclel studies; wore the focal point arcund which all
other studies wore taught.

This movement had its beginnings in the primary and elemenw
tary gmades., Toachors, at tho suggestion of their eupervisors, kept
records of cach child, his backpround, his needs and his intereste. Ine
formality 4n the classroom replaced rigid diseipline, Emphasis uas on
thinking and doing, The child was encouraged to give his opinions and
his yeasons for them. Gradually the sk1ll subjects becsms teols for
learning and not ends in themsolves. Thoy were usad in planning and
problen solving by children working in groups or alene. Iupetus wes
given the mavemntl during the 1920-1921 seosion by such speakers as
Dr, William H, Eilpatrick of Columbia whose philosophy was held in the
highest esteen by welleknewn educstors. Dry Fe We Dunn of Colusbia and

-ee d Ammal chort ai’ ﬁw
Publie Schoo. :er-.uu.«. T000=108L
W

9?01




163
Dr. C. W, Stone of Washington State College also spoke to the teachors
in Richwond, The Progressive Education Movement was a revolution in the
field of teaching.

Not only was the classroom to bo conducted along demoeratic
lines but teachers, principals and supsrvicors wera to work together on
an equal footing to cutline a tontative course of study. Thoy met in
emall groups to discuss and formulate a pattorn of education to be
followed in the Richmond schools. 4s early as 1920 Pauline B.Williamson,
primary supervigor, was convinced that with Richmond's professionally
trained teachors and present leadership it had a rare opportunity to con-
tribute notably to the field of education and to the nation's citizenship
development, Because a child's education should consist of knowledge of
‘the world arcund him, his studies shonld therefore begin with the home
and with the cormunity. To aid in this study, the teachers under the
leadoranip of Miss Minnie lee Davis and Mies Edith R. Hewitt, collected
materiel from business and civic orgenisations which was compiled and
mémoographed in 1919 into a book called Richmond, Virginia - Sketchos in

Ei___gt_ugz.a From the home and the commnity the program in Richmond
followed the outline in history and geography of the old course of study.
Visitors from all over the state came to visit the schools for group
meetings and demonstration lespons, So great was their interest in the

ey

2 V ~ MHinnie Lee Davis and
A mimeographed parphlet prepared by Mles

Miss Fdith R. Imgtaggr the use of tho teachors of the 3A and 3B
grades of the Richwond Fublic Schools.
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the work of the Rich-ond schools that its teachers were asked to teke a
large part in the formulation of a State Course of Study.

The Richmond teachers, who were sclected to serve on the various
cormittees, carried en a progren ‘ef exporinontation using the proposed
units of study in their classrooms. Thoir interest and enthusiasm lead
them to explore methods of teaching of which thoy had never dreamed.
Recoxrds or activities engaged in by the pupils were carofully evaluated
by the committees. Culminating activities wore held in classrooms and
in aunditoriums for patrons, course of study committees and visitors,

Mrs. Mattie Stagg Richardson (of Albort H. Hill School), after a
conforence with her supervisor, was persuvaded to use her undt on tho
Viestward Movemsnt for demonstreticn purposes, The class had, as a result
of rescarch activities, correleted stories, poems and pictures with their
study of tho Westvard Movement. Thoy had learnsd the square dances and
genes of this period in cur nation's history, had discovered the kinds
of housos lived in, bow thoy were furniched and what types of clothes

the pecpls wore, They had learnsd of the hardships, the trials and
tribnlations the poople of the West had endured, All these learnings
bad been combined into a program which moved and stirred the audience.
This was an example of progressive educaticn at its best. |

Units of study for elementary grades were planned by the State
Board of Education. In schools whers clesses changed every forty to
sixty Mtea a progran of thig typc was more difficult to plan on the
upper and secondary levols co attenticn was given to the fields of

' gpecial subjects euch og arb, music and industriel erts, The thoory in
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the field of art was that every child had the potentiality for becoming
an arbiatB and so should be allowed to express his feelings in color,
line and movement. No lenger'didrevmy child use his brush at the same
tine as did the rest of the class to fashion a landscape. One primary
child, at his essel, painted his shoet of paper completely black and on
being questioned by his teacher oxplained he had painted ﬂmgw.!‘

The demeetic seience course in the junior and senior high schools was
corpletely changed even to its titles It was now called homemaking,
Partitions between cooking ‘end sowing rooms were removed and an aparte
ment plan of kitchen, dining room, living room and bedroom was useds
Hore the girls learned to koep house. Child care and home rursing bee
came a part of the program ag well as cocking, sewing, washing and irone
ing and house cleaning, For the first time there was a practical course
of study in industriel arts. Boye as well as girle were sllowed to take
these classes, They learned to plan and then carry out the plans for &
project that they wished to make, DMechanical drawing became a part of
the program - not a separate subject. Puplle vwere even allowed to
croate their projects. They studied industrial processes both by
visiting industrial plants and by using motion pictures furnished by
large corporations, They were taught to selsct good furniture.

Kachinery, 1like circular and seroll saws, was made in sigses that could

3
Mas Sellie Leigh Cole, arb teacher in the Richmond Public
Schools, enphasizod this in a personal interview in May, 1958

h?his heppened 4n one of Iiigg Ruth Hedd's 5un5.cr primary
classas some years 850.
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be used bty the students. Up to this tims the instructor was usually the
only one allowed to use the machines, Tool baxes wore made, outfitted
and sont to overy elementary school in the City of Richmend so that the
boys and girls could experiment with hand tools in the creation of
projects in comection with their work in socisl studies,

| - Classes in socds) hygziens were organised, The educators felt
that the children were not getting proper instruction in hygiens bocause
of the preoccupation of pmﬁea in trying to meke & living. The schools
assumod this responsibility. In slemontary school teachers were en-
couraged to talk freely with their children whensver gquestions arose in
thin fiold, Hore epain the social studies olass was the mediun for ine
struction, In the first year of high school a clasgs called soclal
twpione wms introduced. Through the study of the human body eimplified
sox oducation was given. In the eenlor high schools separate claesses
in family relations were given for boys and girls. In Septembeyr 1946
We D Ellis, with tho approval of the Parent-Teacher Association, had
mchacmﬁaintm&xcedsatmnﬁ. Hi11 School in the seventh grade
| under the guidance of Mrs. Sus B, Christian. The results werc unbellevably
good., Dirty langusge, smutty jokes and giggles when nude figures were
ghown dissppoareds ALl the teachors cocperated in building uvp a wholo-
some rogpect for this program. In 1955-1956 the state forbade the
teaching of classos in sox education. Since then both teachors and

5Riczmand Yews Leadey, Sepbtonber 19, 1946,




167
parents have felt & losss Pictures and words of undesireble character
ence more arc boing scribbled in books and in lavatories,

In the Department of Flyoical Fducation emphasis wma placed
on learning through games and dances rother than through drills and
exercises exoouted with military precision, Inter and intra-mural
games wore oygandszed &t overy grade level, cmpefsitim with self was
the ein « not competition with other members of the cless,

The Virginia Stato Course of Gtudy" was finslly publishod in
1943 and in the hands of every teacher throughout the state. "The
Blue Book® included not only & suggestive course of study and a philoso-
phy, but objectives, aims, attitudes, understandings, sppreciations and
habits, toaching procedures and meterials, There wore onggestive units
that night be tried at each grade level, sample check lists, and
directione for making toaching aids such an sali mops, papier macho and
850 on« A list of text books suitable for cach grade was compiled and
it was suggested that each deacher use goveral texts instead of onec.
There wors sarplo check tests and a list of sources from vhich free or
inexpensive materials could be cbtainod. Roquosts for coples of Tha
Virginia State Course of Study wers received from a8 far owzy as Japan.
One city in Californie used it as the basis for 1ts courss of study.

an Bxiledin, Course of Stu% for
State Board of Educatlon N oL onds

m_% &m% Sehools, Grades I-VII. Vol. 25,
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Because 6o many teachers in Richnond had partieipated in the
formation of tho State Course of Study, while other scetions wero epplaund-
ing the publication, the Richmend Schocl Systen was alveady begimning to
soe its foults, In evaluating the progran Mr. Forbes H, Norris, who had
bocons assistant swporintendent in charge of instruction, pointed out
that it wna difficult to ascortain 4f & child had cortain abilities or
tha point gt uikdch fundemental giills and habits had bacome automatic
Tuwelow can you toll vhethor a child has cortain abllities - the hande
writing and spelling of some often makes one long for the cne time
exoninatdons ot cach level."! The accumlation of credits curing a
child's echool lifo doscn't mean that fundemental skills and habits have
bocome outomatic, o said that "Somothing should be learmed and stay
19&:&:9&. Unforbunately the prevailing attitude 1s to forget all about a
courss when it hao been aumpietedl"g He went on to say that the high
schoole would bavo to meat the chenges brought about by the compulscry
cducation low and by changing econonic conditious. Ho longer could the
high school considor itoelf mevely college preparatory. Forbes Norris
tuggostod o nodificd curriculum in vhich children of varying abilities
could progress with 8 feeling of gatinfaction and sacurity, Careful
coungeling would bocome & part of this program, all teachers would holp
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pupiles to plan thelr courses to bost £it them for successful 1iving,
Yoars lator trained counsolors were employed.

Ancthor dissatisfoction with the courss of study anong the
teachors was that of the elementary soolal siudlos course. As the contor
of interost, the study of the locality in vhich tﬁe school was placed
lirited the vision of othsr worlds. Yor oxaplo, in the first primary
the chdld studied his homs, school and commmity. In the sixth greds
the child way still mking a .amzty of his home, hig achool and his
cormanity but on B somewhat brogder gcale, He was now including the
problens of industiy, wator supply and sanitation, Becouse ho studied
only things familiar 4o him, his spealking and reading vocabulary was
2lso limited., Gone woie tho old femiliay storles of imights and castles
and fajry tales, latin teachers wore cosplaining becsuse chlldren wers
no longer familiar with leponds and myths. It w2s 2 rare occasion whon
one found 2 child who bad hoard of Helen of Troy or Pandorats Box.
Teachors recognized much of what was good in progressive educatdon.
Nevez bafors had pupile sbmn so much self-confidence nor had they been
eble to express themoelves so well orally. The experience with civie
cluba in the classroon and asserbly programs had provided opportunities
£or living in a cemocracys  The clapor once 2gein aross for a course of
study that would £t the ncods of Rickmond children, It was felt that
the goeial studies progrem should be broadensd and that greater erphasls
should bo placed on reading and en the sicill subjects (although on e
standard reading test Richmond children had scored higher than the
national avorsge, Richmond teachers uere not satisfled.). To read a
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boolt wap not enoughs Irprovement in rato, word moaning and content
ghould be erphasized. Again cordtteos were formed caxposed of teachers,
suparvisors and principals,

Teachers had benelitted through this program of working
togathor on courses of study and great prids and an "esprit de corps"
developed. To further this feeling Jecse H, Binford organized a bowling
Jeague. Thero were teachors’ teans from each school. Somo gchools had
nore than ono teem. The principals had a team and so did the supor-
visorg. The leaguo bowlod every Tuesdzy and no other nesting wvas ever
planned for & Tuosday efternoon. There were as many av 220 school
porsonnel bowling together. They corpeted for first, sccond and third
place. Tho winning tean receivod a cup and 8 big ocutdoor party was hold
&8t the end of each sosoon.

Through the offorts of the teacherst organirations e sirgle
salary scale wes adopbod and women teachers who had held the sxe

positions &5 men werse now afforded the cpporbunity for the first time of
relking tho canme amount of moncys Jesse Binford encouragod the tcachers

to take adventage of the Exchange Tecchor Progran vhich had been organized
in the United States. Richmond teschers exchanged positiona with teachors
from Californis, Waghington, Haino and Flerlda bringing back new ideas
for the bettomment of the Richmond schoolg. Teachers from those and
cther stotes became so interestod in the school program carried on in
Richmond that they bagan sending in their applications to fill Yeaching
popitions thad might be opon. Today the Fxchange Teacher Program extends

to foreign countries. Credits, ihet way o used for the roncwal of
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teaching cortificates, are granted by some collepes to encourage travel.
Hany toachors ere eble to take advantage of thie opportunity eince
saleries have beon raised.

Boginning early in the administretion of Superintendsnt Albert
He Hi11 (1919-1933) emphasis had been placed en the needs and desires of
the toachars and pupila in the colered schools. HNo longer did thoy have
to use books and fumiture discardod from white schools. Negro princi-
pals, teachers, supervigors, nurses and social workers served their own
race. Howevers nothing had been done about the salaries of Nogro
personnel. Thess were still far lowsr thoen those of white teachers.
When the coloved teachers of Horfolk won & suit in Fedoral Court for
equal pmr,9 the Richmond administration took steps to provent such a
suit on the part of Richmond teachers. The administration called a
meeting of the colored teechers! orgenisations and worked out a plan
whereby the colored teachers of Richmend would receive an inecreased in-
crement over & poriod of five years at which date all Richbmond teachers
would be on the same palsry scals. The total cost of this oqualiza-
tion at tha end of the five yessy period would add spproximately

10
192, 540,00 to the anmal expsnditures of the publie schools.

9
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Successive repercussions of ovents in Csechoslovakia and Pelend
and the eigning of tho Atlantic Chartor, August, 15L1, in mid-ocean with
the resulting ald to European countries were felt by all people. The
schools wero asked to cooperate with the Federal Goverrment 4n the first
peace timo draft progran our countyy had ever experiencsed. Puplls were
dismissed fron school and teachors handiod the registration. Each
teacher rocoived a citation fron the Prosident of tho United States for
this worit,

A ghato of Nstional Emergency wes declaved in 1942, Because
so many draftoes were found in poor plysical condition great erphasis
was put on & more strenuous physical educetion program for both bays
and girls, Jundor and senior high school pupils received a phyoical
education period every day. Oroups of e‘;.emntazy school pupils were on-
couraged to belong to Rangsr and Victory Clubs to promote physical fite
ness, They glso perticipatod with the md forces in pavades. With
the declaration of war on Docembor 8, 1941 a Civil Defense Program was
ot up. Adr raid drills were hold for the first time in the schools.
The buildings woro used by adults for first aid training and as
eamzalt;y conters, Firet aid classes for pupils wers taught by science
teachors and Ly any other teacher who had Red Cross cortificates, The
teachers pided in this progran by erphasising the importance of absolute

porticipation in blackouts.
The industrial arto pupils wore agkod by the United States
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Buresu of Aemn&:ﬁican‘ to moke nodel alrplanes, Iix response to a strong
appeal £rom Socretary Knox who seid tho plénes were noeded for training
porsomel in adrcraft recognition, venge ostimate and gummery practice,
the bays in junior and semior Mgh schools made thousands of planes,
Two sheps wore kept open for volunbeer craftamen during the sumer. Pree
mght classos and refresher mathenatics and physies courses were taught
in the high schools, S
' A8 the war progressed serious shortages in gasoline, sugar,

shoss, and foods mlapéd; To mest this cmrgenqj} 1t was necessary to
tob W a progron of rationing, Tho teachers were sgain called upon and
helped dasuo rotion books, When tho fourth ration book was issuad, 2
teachers alone handled tho entire affair. Thoy conducted it 8o woll
that thoy received nowspaper commondation, |

Tno children did their shave in this all-out war offort, They
bought Wer Stamps and United Stayes Savings Bonds. At the request of
the gmrsmnﬁ, the gchool children wore assigned to districte and
oxousad fron school for helf & day. They canvassed evory house oither
to scll or promote the sale of bonds. the schools participated in the
varlons drives hold ap part of a conscrvation program. They collocted
gerap motal, poper and tin cans. The Tin Can Salvage Commission spensored
the tin con drive and Richmond children ccllected ten carloads of tin.

uIbiéu;’ P 58*
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The prige for collecting the nost tin wns won by the pupile of John
Sith Scheol. This school had alwo won flvst prige for ito efforts
during World War I. Through the euspicen of tha Junior Red Cross, the
schools contributed £8,200.22, To tho rurrownding camps snd hospitals
thoy gave tollet articles, coat hangers, pemos, records, ssh trays and
magagines. Christmss m,ms muboring 628 wore £illed for our
soldisrs here and abroad., Thoy knitted and they sewed. Tho Junicr Red
Croos instigated a plan %o help in the serlous mursing shortage in the
hospitale of the clty by organising tho Junor Maraes Ald Progrom,

Tha ochools were overcroudod and there was & chortage of
toachors bocsuse oo many. had entored tho sorvices. To owpploment the
rloing cost of 1iving, the teachers wore given two war bomses.

Whon Yorld War IT had ended (1945), tho swerintendent, Josse
H. Binford, gave this swwary of the all-out offort made by teachers

and p@i.wsm

The owmortunity which war activities provided for the schools
to mnder%ﬁagewiw, brought t¢he schoole into contact with
rany governmontel and edvie orpanizations and with a larper prowp
of the adult population of the comaunity than might otherwlso have

_boen possiblo. There has been engenderod a now rospoct for the
gchools and en inereasing public sppreciation of the loyalty and
tha quict officiency of the toaching staff, OCf even greater
sipnificance, is the now sonse of reality vhich han been invoked
into tho curriculum by showing pupils iho cloge relationship

between school and life,

B entveginth Armunl Report of the Swworintendont of tho
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A few changes took place in teaching procedures during the
emorgenays At the request of paronts, a uniforn report card sent home
evory six wooks used the Jottor graces A, B, C, D and F instead of the
grodes S and U and pemm:!. letwm formoxly ment ham. The nurbor of
eredits for high school graduation was r'étim;.ad from twenty to éixtaen
wiits, The wish of the early kindorgartners wes fulfilled, The kindorw
gaz'm::a and first grodss wore united and a Junioy I;rinmy Progran wes
pub :!.nt.o effents !%:;2*:3 than 100 Juniér Primavy teachers, working in
committoos undor the direction of Annde He Sutton, Suporvisor of Lowor

Elemontary Orades, produced @ fendbook for Junior Prinary Toachors.
There were go many requests for thig book that the first printing was
soon exhaustod, A sacond edition was publichod in 1549 and sells for

the small charge of §1.00.
The Junior Primary was 8 two yoar program for children 53 to

% yours old under the guddance of t}he sane teachor. It embraced three

Ohjedbﬁ.vw :111

1, Protection and development of hoalth « not enly talked
shout {mt practiced. Outdoor play in the sunshine using big
: as jungle gyms woo stressaed to develop the large

apporatus such
miscleos. This was followed by & peried of rost 40 rolax ovorw

ptimmlated nerve muscles.
2, IMadrtenance of mental health - gave the child frecdon

from fear or & senge of failure and helped meke socdal adjust-
ponbs. ‘ -

of tho Suncrintendent of the
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protilon thisitng snd doreionon ey o e JEV0 Practice 1n
?::gxféax?e &;ﬁ‘;ﬁgﬂgﬂ glfild should learn to rozdy o Reading Readinoss

Two foctors wore disturbing the adrinistretion and teachers.
Crie was the mumbor of children who dropped out of high achool beforo
graduation, Homs vislts by the teachers and the stbondance departmomt
woro ér:cmmgeé. From their yeporks it wes found that them was
grocter nood for coumssling in the solaction of high school subjects and
& more dive:mified progran would have to be doveloped carrying credits
toward gmduation for 2 diplems, This was referred to the curriculum
comaittes. The obther distwbing factor was spolling., It was felt that
more attontlion should bo given to teaching of phonies in the primary
grodos, This too was turned cver to the curriculum committes for further
study. IMbnuseript weiting was imtroduced in the primary grades to fore-
stall a oo carly intreduction of cursive writing in hope that both
writing and ppelling might be improved.

e schiool beard requested Dre Debney S. Lancaster, State
Swpordvtendost of Public Instruction, on Deccrber 19, 19l1, to fom a
survey commlesion o study the orgenization,adninistration and instruo-

tlon in the Richmond Public schmla.ls The commiosion woo instructed to

mle rocamxndations for improvement, This survey began during the war

15
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and the Commission made two seperate reports. The first roport was on
adnindstmtion. It remmaéed:m

1. 7That the School Board, instead of working on committees
to study various problems of tho sehools, thould bocomo a logiew
lativo body and that the suporintendont nnd staff should take
over the work formerly earried on by tho board and become the
adnindatretive board for the gystem,

- 2. That in place of the clerk of the school board an
assiatant suporintendent be eppointoed to menage financas includ-
ing the deparinent of bulldings and prounds and the cafetoriss.

: 3. That on assistent superintondont of elementary education
be appointed o coordinate and Irprove instruction,

« That an asoistant suwporintendent be appolinted to do the
samo typo of coordinstion in the junior and senior high schools,

The Schiool Board Irmediately starbted the reorganization suge
gested by the comission, The asplstant spovintendents, with tho
diroctor of the Department of Rosearch, formed & cebinct to work with

the swerintendont.
In Moy of 1943 the Survey Cormdssion roported en their find.

ings in the £lold of instruction. Anong the recumondations gpproved

by tho Baard smm:}'?

1, Hodificotion of the course of study

9, Minination of double shifts in tho Junior primary
3. JIrprovemont of the teaching of gpelling in all grades
li, Unification of cafoteriss and botler placement

16 .
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Stimlation of more interest in foreign languages
Consideration of pupils' personal problems through
improved guidance in the junior and senior high schools
Regognition of the differing cspacitics of individual
children

Extension of library facilitios in all schools
Bobtoment of the swsmlative record system
Development of schools ap commnity contors
Cooperaticn of personnel in planning echool policies that
influence entire systen

Addition of vocational opportunitios

Seloction of now teachers by crphasising professional
equipment and exporience rather than reasidence
Endargenont of the mursory school progran

Eveluntion of progress made in ability grouping
Progontation of certificates of satisfectory physical
condition of full $ime crplayecas

Beduction of the nunbor of supeswvisors

The sehocl adninistration is still trying to carry out the recormondaw
tions of the Survey Commisasion. Several were immediately put into effect.

Tho nmzhér of white gupervisors was roduced., Junior Primary teachers

gtaynd the full school day. Programs in the fields of vooational, adult
snd distributive sducation wore enlargod and later theae departments

were combined and headed by a single director.

The plans for a twolve

yoar gystem already approved by the School Board and recormended by the

Cormiosion wore put into effoct,
In 1948 the School Board adopted & twclve year system which,

althoush not fully operative before 1951-1952, would be in conformity

with “ths State's twolve yoar progran and would lead to less confusion
in 811 nottors of transferences from school to schools The problem of

where to piaw the extra year woo put in the hands of Dr. John F.
Showalter who had becoms dirvector of the Dopartment of Rescarch. Bo

%as to work closely with cormsittecs olready established to formulate a
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mraeefmw. It vas docided to place the new grade at the jundor
high 5&1001}15:*91 to bridge the gop ab the end of olementary echeol and
enable mﬂs to becomo better prepared for carrying ocut theiy hiph
school progrens,

Under the ablo direction of D Showalter, committecs that
had been woriring for several years now had $o rovamp the entire course
of study to include the extra year and sugpestions made by the Survey
Cmaissicn.ia This thay did and labsled it the Plan of Instruction.

Ho longar wag it poosible for a child to study "Milk" for three years
notr The co@mnity in ¥Which he Lived" for six years. Under the cld
course of study teachers wore mmd to seloct areas for study and
whother tro or not » one littls boyltmsferﬂng to another school
when asked what he had boen studying replied, “Hilk", ™ihat did you
study before that?? SHilk". "ihat would you like to study now?®
Anything but zﬁlkwlg' The plan of instructlion for socinl studies was
changed bul not as much as some teachers had wished, The head of the
history depertment at Harvard, Dr, Josoph Bryent Conant, had recently
piblishod Fducation in o Divided torld criticising the glaring lack of
knowledge ebout their country fourd in the testing of college students,

18
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This introduced Anerican history as the theme to be erphasized. Ancther
factor wos a tost given, perhaps in fun, to the Virginia leogisintors by
one of tho newspapers. Thedr knowledge of the history of tho State of
Virginia was sadly laciking and the legislstors required thet a study of
Virginta be included 4n the course of study en at least three lovels.
They appropriated monsy for text books on the olementary, jundor and
senioy hip)z'schael levels. Beocsuse there wore no such text books, money
wag sppropristed to have thom weitten, Tho committee for the plan of
instruction wop greebly influenced by the findings of Dr. Conant and the
remte of the tost glven the Virginia legislators. Hot knowing at what
grade lovel ths tast books wonld be written, Virginia history was placed
at tho fourth, eighth and twelfth years. The remalning grados wore to
study the commmity at the primary level and then different phages of
Bnited States hiotory.

Sineo Richmond ia en old and proud ¢lty, tho committee folt
that tho children ghould have a course in Richwond's history; not Jjust
industyy and femous lendmarks as had formerly been studied. On dis-
covering that Julia O. Pollard, onc of tho HBichmond teachers, had written
& thegls on "Richmond 1861-1865% and had a woalth of material on the
gubjoct, the School Board comsissioned her to write a text book for
oighth grade studente. Thay hed been infored that the State text for
Virginis history would be written at cighth grade level. The writing
of the Virginia bistory text book proved to bo & headache for the stato

and 46 was years before they could got a guitable ono written, Virrinias

History, Government, Ceogrephy woo £inally published for use in the
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soventh grads and introduced in the Richmond Public Schools September,
1957, %

To carry out the supgestions for bobter counseling and voca-
tionel opportunitics, Dr. Showaltor insicted on en introduction to the
study of vocations in the aighﬁh.gméamd an isproved syatem of
emnweunz;. 'To train the teachors for theoe ficlds, & system of
inﬂ-mr‘vica?l tralning wus apaln introducod. After school classes were
holds Eighth erade socis) studies teachors were to spond a half tern
on voeotional opportunitics offered in Richmond!s high schools as well
ag those offored in industyy and professions, In these classes tho
teachors wore taught the irportance and the ways and means of counaeling
and steering pupils into the sclaction of courses that would bost tmin
them scoording to their interosts and sbilities, They wore introduced
to é. propyes of tosting for eptitudes end abilitles. The schools re-
ceived & woolth of paterisl from industrial fixms on various occuwpations
and profospions from which their students could loarn not only the actual
work invelived and cpportunitise offored but 2lso the educational re-

quireronts (collogo and umdversity catalogues) for entrance into the

various fields, Tho teachors were familinrised with the academic and

wgem conversation with Dr. Marion Nesbitt, July, 1953,
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vecational offerings of the different hish schools. With these end the
holp of the grade counsolor, teachors and pupile with the advice and
‘consert of their parents plannsd thoir four yoar high achool program,

To bettor the guldence program cach jundor and senior high
gchool pgrode wag provided a ccunselor.  Sho worked closely with both
teachors and pupils and with cach individually whenovor problens avose.
The counselor wos no longer s &sciplinarion bub an advioor, When
mattors conceraing drop-oubs were broughd to her attention, the services
of tho attondance depavbment were slways et her dlsposal. She was to
‘give and adniniotor standard tests and belp the principal with class
schedulos, At the in-sorvice training clasoos, eho ett:died and dige-
ouszod the lotest publications on counselings She was given help and
advice in the £lelds of child puidanco, confercnce methods to be usod
with both parents and childven end in houe vieiting, She also worked
with the teachors of vooetions in the plamming of high school progrems.

Trprovament in other areas vocommonded by the Survey Commie-
Speliing books a8 well es language books

22

slon was accceplished easily.
were reintyroduced and placed in the hands of each pupil, irproved

eooking facilitlos and dishrashing nachines wore installed in cafe-
terMass Lprovod cummilative record folders were introducads school
bulldings wore ‘Wd in cooporation with the Dopartment of Recreation
and Pavks for community contersy only tcachers with college degrees

gewormﬁim plven by Mise Mory Sue Muckenfuss, Counselor
of John Mavsholl Bigh School, June, 195k
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wore eoplayed, oxcept in dire nocossity; 4in addition to tho medical
cortificste roquired of new tsachers, 211 teaechers had to havo anmual Xeray
chect cxominations; librarles reccived larger sppropriations and in the
Jundor and sondor high schools students were trained and corved os mome
bers of Ubrawy stafls, The proposed chahgas fo.r Junior primary and
nurgery schools could not be accomplished until the bullding progran
and birth sute wore egqunlized., The construction of now bulldings to
moot this need is boing accomplished ag rapidly ag circumstances will
allow. Additional rooms and new buildings are being oponed each year.

o the fMeld of Vocational Education offerings have been ine
ercased in the nochanieal 1ine but beeause much of the pre-war machinery
in Mechanics Ingtitute is out-of«date, scme of the practical experience
18 pow obtained through onethe-job training, In cocperation with the
Modical College of Virginia, a course in practical mursing wee added to
the high scheol program. The studonts toke thoir academic work in
gchool and sctusl cxporience in mursing io obtained at tho Hedical

‘College under the mperviclen of ite staff,

In the fisld of foreign languages an intoresting cxperiment
ia being conductod under the direction of Miss Mildred Kline, Director
of the Langusge mr&m&?g 7o oncourage the study of foreign languages,
Hro, Ada I, Harlos, language boacher in the Albert H. Hill School wms

4 4n 1953 and in Hovember 1957

23 , .
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asiced to toach classes in French and Spanish beginning with the fourth
gradas In the clementary classes, .sﬁe fouglt conversaticnal French and
Smnwh.% In the junior high school, grasmar and written lanmuage were
added oz tho puplls progressed. Tho succoss end gpproval of this pro-
grem by $ho buperviscr and palyons was oo great that French end Spandsh
classos were dndroducod 4dn Westhompion, Mery MHanford, Cinter Park and
Patrick Bonwr schoola an toachorg bocemo availeble, Frequently foreign
language studonts frem the Univorsity of Richmond helped with this pro-
grem,  In Scptemboer of 1957 Mre. Horlow's firet Spenich class ontored
| 'ﬁm Jofforson High School, Bocause of thelr ecceleration shown by
atandard toste, it was deeidad that thoy should vemain togother as &
clasy high school. The aduinistration expects to continue

end emlarge this program.

Ono of tho wost sadiefving coucabtional exporlences in recent
yoars hap beon that earvied on in gschooleocmnity volations at Hatthew
Fe Mary School undor tho direction of ¥ies Etta Boso Balley, Princle

palwgs Locotod in one of the poorer gactions of the clty in an old and

artiquated building Ymany educabtors vonsider 1% the bast public school

mﬁtfr‘ willdem W, Brockts £iold project for tha noctor of
Tdueation Dogrog, 4o based on this experinent. “A Forelgn Language .
Propyem for the Albert H. HAAL Tiementary School, Richmond, Virgirds
vas qwr:i.t%n pupust 23, 195h and is on file at tho University of Virginia.

25331& Harion Hesbhittts bool, 'él Public School for Tomorrod,

vividly doscribos Iatthow ¥, lauwy School.
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in tho ontire cmaﬁw“.aé Hiss Badloy ingtilled ¢ho same layalty and
enthusinmm in hor toachers and in the commmity which sho bad previously
glven hor Yorral School studont teachers, Hany hours were spent with
toachers end parents planning @ school that would £1t the necds of tho
cormaity, Both teachere and petrons gave of thoir timo freely to the
gchool maldng 44 o boaubifnl, stimdeting and catisfyinp place in which
to worle, This school belonged ¢o the commmity not Just to the toachers.
Pavents worked with the teachors on the yaxds, 4n the cafoteria and
even in the clogoroome  Bvory activity was a commmity ones One Chrigte
e o pothor ond fother in opprecisticon for the hob lunches thelr child
had received, took oll growing plants from the school to thelr hane end
tared for then over the holidoyo.

Using imeginetive teaching mothods chdldren could not fail to
learn, "In the convendienal gonoe & child is nob YTeughit to read here,
bt Orea his firss dey in school he is confronted by imaginstive 'roade
ing aimtimah”w The postorwgize lunch meni 48 brought to hig olass
dally and yood aloud, Alwost at once ho loarus to rocognize %ri1k® and
tdesgort?, Signo areercryvhore - in the classrooms, the cafeterin, the
corridors - and ho findos 13fe capier end meve interesting when he undorw
gtonds thom. There 4s a mail system, and it 18 such fun to get Jotters

26 Yy
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that, with his tcacherts help, tho child 15 soon writing one sentence
notos of his om. Ho gees other childron writing and illustrating
Littlo books, and of course, he wants to dyww and tell stordies boé?as
Learning adbout peogreply and Elstowy io stimlated by the many forolm
visitors who come to the school ond by visitors fron all parts of the
United Statos.

Whonever o progron is to bo produced all puplls teke part.
Thay plan, rreabe thelr perts, dance, paint scenory, sew costumes and
make postors, The children oven take over the combrol of their room
when the olassroon teacher 1s awey helping pomo other growp in the
school with program preparations, A1l activitles in the school lsad to
the most irportent program of the yoar « The Jmeﬁmakfast.ag Fach
table is prosided over by a patron vho acto ae hostons. The children
prosent the program, The Juno Breakfest, which begen as & small
cormmity ackivity, has bacoms so well known that educators and friends

come from far and vide. Some who have agked for invitations well in

advance have had to be twrped dow ™ vy to take care of thosa

who corbimally plscded to becane & part of this activity, the morning
progrun 48 ropoated dn pard at nighle
e, H, I. Willett, who bocamo saporintondent upon the retivow

nent of Josse H. Binford in 10L6, and dnto whoss hands were placod the

whniioan
Thids
wommticn, July 7 1953, with Mies Jossle P Heynon
who had abtended the 1958 Juno Droakfasts
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bwerous recomondations of the Survey Corxmigelon, is a fim believer
in the devolopment of goed schoolwcomrmnity ml&t.iona.so He has snid
time and time again that scheols arc the products of the wishes of the
pewpla,

Ono methed used to strongthen undorstonding and cooperation
betwoen the school and the heme wes the introduction of Confercnee
Day® in 19k9. A whole day was sot aside for this purpose and ﬂze.pupns
remained at homo, The teachers were freed from their dutios and
. 21,995 paremts cano to confor with them bocause thoy wore interosted
in the progress of their ehum.ﬁ

Ancthey mothod used to interpret the work of tho schools to
the pubiic was the intredustion of Business-Pducation Dey in 195h. 'The
Richnond Jandor Chaxbop of Commorce helpud sponsor this program. In
one of the “work dwﬁ“w prier to the entrance of pupils for the fall
tem, all tozchers wore invited to bo the guests of businessos and ine

30
»n n‘b Armund Report of the rintendent of the
S R 7.3 T T e s Sogbon

Publie Schools of
m”o?m By

f:irsb Ammal b af the Superdntendont of tho
m viTTLI 1gh9~19§ {fiichmond: The Sohool

Publ:w
o

Sgﬁiﬁﬁ@ry of the Merontary Toachors! Assgociation en file

with tho president of the associstlion.
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dustries throughout tho city, fThey vieited in groups of ten or more,
made o tour of the plents, and had lunch with top executives followed
by & discussion perded in which tho policdes of the orpanization were
oxplained, Hary firus supplied materials that could bo used as teaching
aids ond offored bo conduct similar tours for growps of intercsted
studonts acoaponied by thoir teschors. Lator in the tem exocutives
from these samo £irme paid an all day roturn visit to the schools.

They visited clossrooms, tolhed with pupile and teachers and had lunch
in the cafotorins,

The conforence which follewod botween the business men and
tho teachers vhem thoy had cbserved wag helpful to both. The busincss
mon asked quottions shout the pmgm, tho equipment and the ealardes,
Hany sont tesching aidg to the clasees which thay had visited. By acoi-
dent an officdal from the Chesapoake and Ohio Railroad {( C&0) visited
& bistory claps that wus lgying the first railrcads in Richmond. He
besens g0 interosted that he sont an Allustrated history of the rail
road (C & 0) to o1l nenbers of the class end dnvited them to mke o tour
of the roilrvead yards, which they did.

T teachers of Alberd H. Hill School felt the nved for a more
informative typo of report card than thooe used elsewhore in Richmond.
Perents and toachers as well as pupils worked togethor for more than a
yoar to échim & bottor method of reporting progress of pupil's vork to
both tho pupdl and his parenta. fr. faleoln Us Pitt, Jr., reccntly
appointed (1958) principal of thic pehool, wrote a pepor based on the
report card study "for Dr. J. Lindley Stiles (195h) to obtaln threo
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uits nocessary for courss work mquimmts for the Doctor of Educa«
tion 93@:%“32 et ths Undvernity of ?irg.&nm.

Thooe efforts bave led to a mich cloger and friendly 1elations
chip betioon the schools and the commmity., The City Council has been
most generous in it suppord of the anbire school progranm including
larger nccomodations and more adoguate salaries.  The schocls in ro-
turn are aluays anclous $0 Soxwe the noeds of the community, |

Lotter from My Molcomn U, Pi'b'b,. Jra’ m&' 25} 1958.



CHAPTER 3T
RICHIOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS YORSTFRDAY AND TODAY

The Riclmond Public School Gystom has just completed its
eighty-ninth sossion (1957-1953). It has grown fron the cimership of
one bullding in 1069 to fifty-four school bulldings in 1957, Its cne
rollment of 2,777 in 1869 reochod 10,076 4n 1957, Yeb thore ere many
parallcls betieen the schools of yestendsy and the schools of today.
James H. Binford, Richmondls first suporintendent under the Virginia
Public School Hyotem, won national rocognition ag en educator when he
became Presidont of the Department of Superintendence (287h) of the
Hobdlonnl Pduention Associstion, Superintendent H, I. Willett wng
¢lected Pragident of the American Associatlon of School Administrators
and a8 guch wont to Switzerland in 1956 to the internationsl conference.
In &y 1958, he, one of three school adninistrators in the United
States, was eppointed to a four year membership on tho Educatlional
Policios Comiceion of the Hational Zducation Association and the Amori-

can Association of School Administrators.
The early schools, because of deplorable financial conditions

resulting from the Civil ¥er, did not have accomodetlions for the muber
of studenty desiring to abtond, Today, in gpite of the gencrous builde
ing progren of the last fow years, S02 tlasses are on double ahifte and
the enrrent socossion 18 proventing tha proposed construcbion of now

biﬂ.léingﬂ .



PLATE 16



SESSION

QO PO (8] O
S L P ® o0<> L . d L  J
'8) Q ¢) 00
» \s B o A 9 \\
ENROLLMENT /

1869-1870

18791880

1889-1BS0

1899-1900

1909-1910

1919 -1920

1929~ 1930

1939-1940

1949-1950

1954-1955

1955~ 1956

1956-1957

19571958

P R P ;/‘.' ¢ b b iy o SR R R

S e

TR SR LT R S Bk e ek

SUMMARY OF PUPIL ENROLLMENT
C—— WHITE COLORED mmmsum
I869-1870 — 1957-1958

o




19

In 1674 Censtor Charles Swmer intreduced a Civil Rights bild
in Congress a soction of which domended ¢he integration of white and
colored reces in all public schools. Virginis wes ready to close her
schoolo rathor than pubndt 4 $he bill pasood Congress. The came
unessiness cxists todaye The Supreme Court of 4he United States has
orderod invegrated schools in areas where tho Nalional Assoclation for
the Advencomont of Colored People (HAACP) has brought suit.

Whon the Groy Flen, granting state tultlien for chlldren not
desiring to anter integrated pchools, was proposed in the State Logise
lsture, changos in the Constitubion were necessary. In 195L these
proposed changes wore roforred te the peopls. The people of Virginia,
by overwhelming vobo, expressed their discpproval of intogretion and
when tho lsgiclature mot, the Gray Plan was eidetracked in favor of a
program of mopgive msisi;annaf ugtats low requires that an integramd
school be giut down automatieally, and vemoved fram the gystea.”
Another dovico wag the sstablishwent of a Pupll Placoment Board hoving
the powor or authority to make pupil assignnents to schools.

on July 9, 1955 Oliver W, Hill forwarded to the Clty School
Board tho spplicationa of three polored children who desired to enroll
4 Balor (dhite) Sehoole Siporintendont He To ¥illott, on tho advice

1%1@%1011@ convorsation with Rebert W. Pollard, Jr., Attorncy-

Bt"m; July 265 1958¢

aﬂews stem in tho Richmond lews Leader, July 23, 19%8.
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of City Attorney Jv Elliott Drinard, has reforred to tho Pupil Placement
Board theso applications along with threo others asking for admission to
Westharpten (white) School.

| | On July 22, 1958 4a a press t:wfemneé %hich vag tolevised,
Governor J, Lindsey Almond said that Virginia would not surrender, Vhen
agked what t«h& aolution would be he mpliedrB
Yo solution would satisfy the NAACP short of surrender and
dostoey odacation In Vingiua, snd 1 souts intend o d bty
" 7ho Richmond schools won national recognition dn the field of
progress in education in the Now Englend School Jowrnal of 1875 from
the flonorablo Thonas Ve Bicknell who hod visited the infant school
gysbam, Tho advent of Sputnik I startled Amoricans from their earplucent
attibude of ewporlority. They immediately bogan to question the progran
of publie edncation. Last epring (1950) Life Mogomine publiched &
gorios of articlos on current practicos in the field of public education,
It exphasised mory practices that were undesiroble. The Richmond Publio
Bchool Systen was eingled out, as one of four places in the nation hav-

ing schools worthy of special praise, in an sditorial follawing tho

soriss of m:!.cle&h

Todsy the edncation offered by public schools in Richmond is
modern, It eocks nob only to moet the problems of today but thoss of

EIW item in tho Richmond Tincs Dispateh, July 23, 1958,

h"mnia 4n the Schools", Life Homasino, April 21, 1958,
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temorrow, Ite staff hod not waited for Sputnik I to realize that
Amoriea would need 148 bost minds to compoto in tho modern world. Tt
had begun ite progran of scecleration for the Yzhle and arbitious®
-ﬁe‘mm yearn pmﬁmaly with the introduction of the early langumpo
pmgmm Runsian wag offered lagt year in additlon to Latin, French
and Spanish. Clasoes in Chinese ave proposcd. Accelovation progroms
in mothomntics had been acoorplished through additionsl courses and the
careful sereoning of the sbilities of students entering such olasscs,
Glasses for nocoleretion in reading hod been offered to both teachers
and studento, ’&"hasa tanchers dnterosted in boooning reading specinlists
had boen. grantod sehelarehips to the Univereity of Virginia by the
Civitan Club., Remedial reading ala@s&as had been in operation in
Rictmond long bofore the publicstion of the bock My Johmy Cantt Read®,
Tn tho £iold of selence workshops had beon hold for teachors and 4n ths
hipgh schools greater mmbers of scienco clrsses ware offered., To en~
able studonta to tako advantage of these, classcs in biology are open
to tho "able and asbitious” in the ninth grade yather than the tenth,

Thy conmnity bas hoartily supported acecelorated progroms.
Realising that the schools were wnable to finanes modoxn shop and
laboretory oquipment, indusbry had apened ite doors to tho schools in
whole hoartod spport of this progren. Hot only have thoy glven material

ok 25.31 Gi.\:‘_ﬂu of wc P‘}b!ic
\!33 3 ..Lnt!«(. &J.i - wﬁ\z.,}. 3&.‘. W O-‘L U' e A,r jﬂ e R tuaemmunan e
15‘ ﬁf G;gw MSE.M, z‘,} {5"'{.9 tiermonds ,]{‘;Fman ‘m
5&100 -

ey 2 » 1
£ionory Cow Thoorepueit,; AU}, B
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asoigtanco but thoy havo posigned on eapary time instructors who teach
clasoos and keop tho teachors informed of modeyn methods in industry end
in tho f£iold of olectronics., Cibtizens who hove knowledge of tho Russian
lenguage have volunboered thedr gorvicos, These have boon gratefully
accepbed.

The Richmond Public School Systom im wastly lorper end its
currdculun mch broader than in 1869, Its concepts and goals for the
edacaﬁion of ity students hove kept poco with modern olvilization., It
hag retainod its fundomerntal function of corputing and commmmication
and to this han added the fupthor development of the individuel ¢o live
auccewfﬁlly in the world in which he finds hinmself with 8 feeling of
adequacy and fmocoss whothey 1t be in the f£iold of trads, industry or
a prdfosaim. |

The Richmond Public School Syotem, from its incepiion, bas
rigon chove crises. Progrese reswltod as each crinis was overcons.
Each changing situation has been met eggressively throush the tireless
and loyal sfforts of its teachers and eduindsbrative staff, In the
faco of tho present erisis and recession, the school systom ie continu-
ing to plan bottor sorvices for the children of the citizens of

Richnond.
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RICHMOND FUBLIC SCHOCLS

KEY T0 RUMBERS OV THT MAP

Fighty~second Anmual Report of Superintendent of Schools, 1950-

2951 (Richnonds School Boeard of the Clty of Kichmond, 1951), pp. 2L-~eb.

(1) JOIN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL
Eighth and Harshall Streets

(2) VIRGINIA MECHANICS INSTITUTE

(part of John Marshall High School)

1000 Last Marshall Stroet

(3) THOMAS JEFFERSOM HIGH SCHOOL
100 Weat Oraco Street

(L) BAINBRIDOE JUNIOR HIOH SCHOOL
1601 Bainbridge Streeb

(5) BINFORD JONIOR HIGH SCHOOL
1701 Floyd Avenue *

(6) J..A.C.CHANDLFR JR.HIGH SCHOOL
201 Fast Brookland Park Boulevard

(7) FAST END JUNIOR HIGH SCHOCL
701 North 37th Street

(8) ALBERT H.ETLL JUNICR HIGH SCHOCL

3400 Patterson Avenue

(9) WESTHAMPTON JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
5800 Patterson Avenue -

(10) GRACE ARENTS SCHOCL
600 South Pine Street

(11) NATHANIEL BACON SCHOOL
815 Horth 35th Street

(12) BELLEMPAIR SCHOCL
2400 Oakland Avenue

(13) BELLEVUE SCHOOL
2301 East Grace Street

(14) BROOK HILL SCHCOL
L1929 Chamberlayne Avernuo

(15) JOHN B.CARY SCHOOL
2100 Idlewood Avenue

(16) CHIMBORAZO BCHOOL -
310 Horth 33rd Street

(17) HELEN DICKINSON SCHOOL
1501 North 2lst Street

{18) WILLIAM FOX SCHOOL
2300 Hanover Avenue

(19) FRANKLIN SCHOOL
3710 Midlothian Pike

(20) ROBERT PULTON SCHOOL
1000 Carlisle Averme

(21) CINTER PARK SCHOOL
3817 Chamberlayne Averme

(22) PATRICK HENRY SCHOCL
3411 Semmos Avenue

(23) HICHLARD PARK SCHOOL,
2928 Second Avenue

(2L) STONEWALL JACKSON SCHOCL
1520 West Main Strect

(25) ROBERT E, LEE SCHOOL
3101 Kensington Avenue

{26) MADISON SCHOCL
101 South Madison Street



(27) MAURY SCHOOL
11 Bainbridge Strect

(28) HARY MINNFCRD SCHOCL
211 Yestmoreland Avenue

(29) CAX GROVE SCHOCL
2200 Irngram Avenueo

(30) POWHATAY SCHOOL '
1006 Bainbridge Street

(31) J.E.B.STUART SCHOOL
3101 Fendall Avenue

(32) semR HILL SCHCOL
2700 Alexander Avenue

(33) MO ARMSTRONG HIGH SCHOOL
(under construction)
1611 North 3lst Street

(34) ARMSTRONG HICH SCHOCL
119 Vest Leigh Street

(35) MAGOTF WALKER HIGH SCHOOL
1000 Forth Lozbardy Street

(36) BAKFR SCHOCL
100 West Baler Strect

(37) J.H.BLACKWELL JUNIOR HIGH SCECCL

1600 Everott Stroct

(38) J.ANIREW BOWLER SCHOOL
608 Torth 26th Stroet

(39) BUCHANAN SCHOOL
900 Buchanan St

202
(LO) GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVFR SCHOCL

1110 Vest Leigh Street

(k1) WEBSTFR DAVIS SCHOOL
1410 Northampton Streot

(42) ELBA SCHOOL
1000 West Marshall Street

(L3) GECRGE MASON SCHOOL
81} North 29th Strest

(L)) HAVY HILL SCHOOL
740 Horth 6th Street

(45) ALBERT V. NORRFLL SCHOOL
200 Vickham Street

(L6) PROVIDENCE PARK SCHOCL
-~ }421 Fast Ladies Mile Road

(L7) RANDOLPH SCHOCL
300 South Randolph Strect

(L8) STINEY SCHOOL
1626 Blair Strect

(49) BOOKER T,WASHINOGTON SCHOOL
21 Fast Leigh Street

(50) WASHINGTON PARK SCHOCL
601 Maggle Walker Avenue

(5’1) WOODVILLE SCHOOL
2026 Selden Street
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DIRECTCRY
SUPERINTENDENTS OF RICHIOND FPUBLIC SCHOOLS

Andrew J, Washburn, April 1869 to July 1870
James H, Binford, July 1870 to July 1876
James H. Poay, July 1876 to March 1882
Edgar H. Garnotd, Harch 1882 to July 1886
Jotn B. Cary, July 1606 to Februery 1889
Willian P. Pox, Februery 1889 to July 1909
J» A, C, Chandler, July 1909 to July 1919
Albert H, Hill, July 1919 to iay 1932
Jesse H, Binford, May 1933 to Jamuary 1946
Henry Y. Willett, Jamuary 1946
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DIRECTORY
FRINCIPALS OF HIGH SCHOOLS

JCHH MARSHALL

Willdam P. Fox, 1872 to Fobruary 1889

William A, Bowles, February 1889 to October 15, 1890
Julian P, Thomns, October 15, 1890 ¢o June 1905
James C. Harwood, September 1905 to September 15L6
Fred B. Dixon, September 1946

THOMAS JEFFERSON

Frnest Shawen, September 1930 to June 1942
Coalter C. Hancock, Sepbtember 1542 to July 1958

William W. Brock, July 1958

R, M. Manly, 1876 to 1878

Mary Flizsboth Inowles, 1678 to 1883

R. M. Manly, 1883 to 1867

Sarmel T. Boach, 1887 to Decembor 1892

Georgs F. Morrill, December 1892 to Decerber 1899
Jamos C. Harwood, Docember 1899 to Septenber 1905
Sarmsl D. Turner, September 1905 to February 1917
Willdam M, Adams, February 1917 to Septerber 1925
Wortley W. Tounsend, September 1925 to Septeuber i9h7

Goorge Peterson, Jr., Soptember 1947
MAGGIE L. VALKTR

James Fdward Sepear, Septerber 1938 to 1951
George Williams Livs’amool, 1951 to 1955
Janes Harry Willisms, 1955




205
DIRECTORY

GVEIRS OF AWARDS AUD ITDALS

Miss Sadic Bthel Engleberg - John lMarshall High School Class Pin
Miss Katherine Flizabeth Gills - Pesbody Modal

Hiss Jossie Pollard Faynes f* Dichmond Migh School Ribbons

¥rs. Horgayret Corthright Pericinson - Second Honor Card

Miss Harion Plyllis Perkinson - First Honor Card

Mrs. Helen Hodges Vatkins - Locker Button

Hrs. Amm Parrish Willians - Loan of Bible and Flag Medal
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TEACHERSY  VONTILY REPORT CARDS
Forns uged 1in 1918

Loaned through the courtesy of Mry., Claire Cormwell Thormpson
Name Honth

Belo%:ymwillﬁndacopyofthempcrt on your work that has been
made to the fuperintondent for this nmonth. This report 1s given in cone
fidenco botwoen each toacher and the principal, and it is very necosgayry
that it bo considered es such.

Tho principal will be glad to confor with any teacher regarding
this repord.

INSTRUCTION
DISCIFLIN:

Yours very truly,

Principal,
RICHMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
191
Sehool
Mr. or liss
tho mﬁzﬁ. I:;aﬁf?rt to the Supeﬂntenden;sczgcgﬁzggm work for
DNSTRUCTICN Good Felx Unsatisfactory
DISCIFLINE Good Fair Unsatisfactory
GINTRAL INPLUZECE Good Felr  Unsatiofactory
REMARES:

Principal.
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RULES AND RAGULATIONS T0 GOVERN THE ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOLS
. 1880-1881

Twelfth Annual rt of the Superintendent of the Public
Sehools of Rickmnt, ViFdater 1000 To T (it SF the Piblte
IGBEL pp. 10-19. o

1. The vicious, the insubordinate and the morally bad are
carefully excluded whether rich or poor. (At the close of many of the
superintendents! reports wo find a line appreciating the work of the
police in enforecing this and other rules,)

2. Séhools open at 9:00 A.H. from October 1 to April 1 and
from April 1 to June 30 at 8:00 A, M.

3. The superintendent shall close any school (class) whose
dally attendance during the first two weeks does not reach thirty-five
scholars and whenever during the session the attendance in any school
ghall fall below twenty-five. Such schools shall be closed and the
pupils distributed among other schools. (The reason for this was be-
cause go many classes were conducted in rented rooms. Economy wasg

practiced from the beginning.)

. Pupils transferred from one school to another during the
school yeoar are entitled to credit for the records from the previous

school,

| . Not more than one diploma shall be received by any pupil
but if nthgr diplomas are deserved credit shall be written on the first

diploma.
: 6., Pupils who receive medals such as first honor shall not
receive diplomas.

v male guardian ghall forward to the teacher capitation
tax receisz, %ot.h city and state, for the current year before the pupil

may enter school.
’ 8. Teachers shall, before returning receipts, have them cane
celled by the prineipal and report delinquents,
9, Orphans who are residents or have no male guardian may
be admitted and exempt from requirements.
10, Principals shall teach when practical one school in his

building,
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11. Contract begins with assignment to duty and extends
to the end of the scholastic year.

12, Teachers ané‘prinbiéala resigning from deficience or
other causes under the systen again on the salary of a new teacher.

13, Substitute teachers employod for one week of continu-
ous service are paid on the basis of thirty dollars a month. The
difference detween the teacher!s pay and that of the substitute
ghall be gubtracted from the payroll.

1h. A substitute teachine for less than a week shall be
paid by the teacher at the rate of one dollar a day.

A 15. Primary teachers (1873-187L) receive forty dollars a
month. New eppointees to Grammar school receiie fifty dollers a
month for the first two years, Teachers advanced from Primary to
Grammar school ghall be classed as new appointees and receive the be-
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REGULATIONS FOR CLOSING OF PURLIC SCHOOLS
. ADCPTED BY THE BOARD MAY Oth, 1861

Twolfth Anmual Report of the Suporintendent of the Public
igcggt)ala o.‘c‘zfgi’ chmond, Virginia, 0-3'83% {TQchmondt ~James ¥. Goode,
s P s

1. Public examination will be held in the Public Schools of
the city (except in the Richmond High end Colored Hormal Schools) come
mancing at 10 otclock A, M. on 8 day in the month of June, to ba design-

natsed by the Superintendent.

2., The award of First Honor Medals and Certificates to be
made by the teachors of thoir respective schools, as usual, The award
of the Orthography Hedals to be made as usual by the Committee on
Teachers and Schools. L

3, The School Board is to be divided into three committecs.

i, Pach Committoe will proceed to the school bulldings on the
day assigned, and cloge the schools as briefly as possible in the school
rooms by delivering to the pupils entitled thereto the First Honor and

Orthography Hedals and Certificates. - ;

5. Principals are required to forward their prige list to
the Snporinéendent at the time named by him and are further required to
keep the pupils in place in the school rooms awaiting the coming of the
Cormittee at tho appointed time, in order that no delay may occur in
closing the schools.

coment Fxorcises of the Richmond High and
S e to be held at 8 o'clock P, M. on

chmond Colored Normal Schools are
Emh dgacgnom, and 4n such building as the Superintendent may deslg-

nate.
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DUTIES OF THE JANITORS
1875

, Seventh Annual Report of the Superintendent of the Public
Sehoole of Tichmond, Vi Auta, MTIE  (Hoaai Do espile o
18777, pe L7-19.

1. All rooms and halls swept after school daily, dusted in
the evening and morning.

2. Floors, walls, desks, etc., washed once every six weeks.
Windows c¢leaned inside and out once every three monthe.

3. Out houses, sidewalks, and yards to be kept clean, Snow
to be clearad immediatoly after a storm,

L. Doors and gates locked after school hours and be kept so
until opening of school: lockec at 811 times during vacation,

S. Janitors must remain on school premises in school hours
unless gent on srrand by the P:ipcipal.

6. The Principals hold janitors responsible for utensils and
supplies furnished and keys, clocks, and other movable property and to
roport to the Superintendent all unnecessary waste,

7+ Janitors yeport to Principals damage to school property.
8. Utensils furnished janitors be set aside in designated

place. 9, Teuchers report to principal conditions of respective
rooms when janitor fails in his dutles.

10. Principals see that janitors perform duties amd make report

to supervisor, ,
11. Janitors have charge of buildings in vacation and shall
keap them in order and report to supervisor.

During winter the principals will see that the jJanitor

12. Keys for

turns off water at the main stop cocks to prevent fraszing,
this are furnished the janitor.

d see
. Principals must inspect urinals and water closets an
that the ;znitor keepa them clean and free of odor. Lime will be fur-

nished on requisition.
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1. Rooms furnished with window shades must have extyeme care
by principals, teachers, and jenitors in storay weather in raising and
leworing thon.

15. Coal hods, evaporating pana, shovels, cto. must be
cleaned by the janitor and stored in a dry place for the eummer.
Principals rmst enfores this rule.

16, Janitors must collect at the end of school year movablo
school apparutus, books, clocke, thermometers, ete. from oach room and
store them in the principalls office and return to rooms in the fall,

17. Janitors must repair lights and window panes, Tools, otc.
will be furnished. The principols dake charge of tools and gpare matorials.

18. Janitors in vacation nust white wash fences, walls, and
closats end store avay fuel and other duties the supervisor may require.

19« Janitor mst be on his post fron the starting of fires in
the morning until school is dismissed.

20, Janitor must start fires in time to warm rooms.

21, On Friday old fires are banked for the night and attended
in the same wgy until Monday.

. anltor must lnow how to kindle fires, check each room
for open dggm%jwinms, and gee that repisters are open in cach roonm
in the morning. When the wpper story warms close registers and forve
ths hest into the first floor, thon regulate for the day.

23, Use cinders to keep up heat if possible. Foonomy 18 ime

pe : d irs are well supplied
¢ ovaporating panag and reservo
with mtegi“sbﬁg;ﬁd fz;’x;acea cannct furnish healthy heat without 1t.

! paturo after school opens be maintained by prine
2 st © boing ggdmm. Open and close registers as

:eamssgﬁ.%?w #11l ecold air be admitted by opening windows
but by registers or the transom over the door.

' ' in each roon
. stovop. dJanitors rust keep ong cold hod
supplied gis.éh fuol, Teachers during school hours keep the temperature

a »
at 60° 27. Janitors keep outer doors and hall windows closed in stormy

or cold woather,
28, Principals soe that janitors do the above work.
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JARFRCUSE  THVENTORY

©1872-1873
Fifth Annual Roport of the Superintendent of the Publie Schools
% Richmond, Vit Fﬁ?ﬁ? 3%2’3&73 “{Fichnond:  Union Steam Pross, 107L),

INVENTORY
OF TFURNITURE & . OTHFR PERISHABLE PROPERTY
BELONOING TO. . THE CITY SCHOOL BOARD

January lst, 1874

100 Teachers' Dosks
89 Teachors' platforns
187 Scholars? Doska,
- Patent Primary
369 Scholare! Dosks,
Patent Intermediate
23’.1 Scholars? Dosks,
Patont Single
1528 Seholars! Double Doesks,
Flain Wood _
1238 Linear feet Benches
12 Stools :
90 Scthees
205 Chairs
2261 Linear fect Wood
Black-Boords
3976 Lincar feet :
Slate Black-Boards
240 Charta
552 Maps
987 Desk Books
36 Boxse Crayons
65 Pointers
158 Regietors
2} Boxes Cbject Forms
97 Object & Color Charts
31 Globes
79 Large Clocka
26 Snall Clocks
SA7 Window Shades
£2 Buckets
31 Brooms
4B Cosl Hods
2 Lomps
30 Dust Pana
36 Viash Pans

82 Thermometers
1 Set Philosophical
Apparatus
1 Set Chomical Apparatus
8 Hatchets
30 Cindoy Shovols
82 Dust Brushoes
LO Pokers
10 Fire Ecreens
106 Dippers
73 Door Hate -
68 Stoves
51 Stove Pang
£8 Elbow Pipes
63 Zinc Pleces
108 Call Belle
1195 Ink Wells
20 Ink Standa
30 Ink Vents & Bottles
10 Ink Demijohns
23 Padlocks
35 Wood Partitiona (moveble)
63 Tons Coal
Iy Cords Wood
3 Movable Coal Bine
1l Movable Out-Houses & Closets
3806 Hooks
210 Racks
31 Chart Frames
23 Wardrobes
9 Stepladders
11 Shovels or Spades
26 Numeral Frames
27 Gas Fixturcs
7 Book Cases
93 Slates



12 Heatlng Furnaces

children éan'ing geasion

8 Sets OGuyots® Mape

5 Belfrey Bells & Fixturos

10.. Scrub Brushes
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8 Sote Prengs Hatural History
7 Drums & Sticks
8 Organs & Stools
6 Belfry Ladders

10 Window Hoolks

SUPERINTTHOENTYS  OFFICE

1 Writing Desk & Book Case

1 Teble

3 Large Olass Book Cases

1 Small Olasss Book Case
13 Chaires :

1 Letter Pregs & Table

1 Water Conlex

2 Sottees

3 Spittoons

1 Basket

3 Gas Fixtures
3 Clock

250 01d Text Books, Blanks,

Stationery, Degk Furni-
tuve, eto,

OFFICE SCHOOL BOARD & SECRETARY

3 Walmut Desk & Book Case
i 1 Book Case & Tablo

‘ 1 Long Walmub Table

15 Chaire

| 2 Settoos

| 1 Wator Cooler & Stand
’ Stationary,
|
|
|
|

450 Volumen
2 Glass Book Cases

1 Table

1 Clock

5 Spittoons

1 Basket

2 Cas Fixtures
1 Platfornm

1 Hat Rack

Dosk Purniture, Blanks, ete.

PRACHERS LIBRARY

1 Settee
2 Chaira

SCHOOL LIBRARIES

(Central School only)

250 Volurmes

1 Book Case

his librayy was eontributed by the students
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SUPFLY & OSTORE ROOMS

ki Toachora? Tobles
Iy Platforms
118 Foet Benohes
3 Chaire
2000 Linoay feet Vood Black-Boarda
175 Maps & Charts
342 01d Toxt Books
10 Boxes Croyons
9 Sl Clocks
1) Window Shadoa
8 Buckets
20 Broons
3 Coal Hods
10 Thermonctors (out of order)
' 5 Cindor Shovels
6 Hair Dust Brushes
12 Dust Shovels
5 Dippors
35 Door Hats
7 Stoves (worn out)
6 Stove Pans (worn out)

150 Lincar fect Joinﬁs Pisva (worn out)

1l Flbows Pipe (worn ocub

13 Csll Bells
Li3 Tons Coal
2 Movable Coal Bina
16 Chaixr Frames
1 Wardrobe
3 Shovels, Spades, Hatchsts
60 01d Slates
10 Scrubbing Brushes
1 Drum & Sticks
20 Gallons Ink

6000 Favelopes

2 Roams Foolocap Paper

1 Lot 0ld Cas Fixtures

1 Lot 0ld VWire and Bolls
6 01d Mantlepleces

1 Lot old Slate

1 Lot Crockery Ware, atc.
2 Blowers

2 Sets Guyotts Maps

3 Boxes (bject Forms

120 Pounds Soap

6 Back Benches (Patent)
2 Movabls Petitions & Doors
1 Gas Chandelisr
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GRADED COURSE OF STUDY
1870-1678

Virpinis ¢
of Public ﬁ%;%%%% %‘g-:@-‘.%.ﬁl?. (Richmond: Superintendent

SIXTH PRIMATY ORADE (First Orade)
Spelling

Write thmbers 1 to 100

Write Roman Numbers to XXXIX

FIFTH PRIMARY GRAIE

Firgt Readey
Punctuation . 71
Word meaning through phrases
Slate writing - Roman numbers to 89
Subtract 2, 3, L from numbers below 10

FOURTH PRIMARY GRAD®

Reading and writing numbers through 6 places
Addition of gingle numbera in column of 10

Comma and hyphen

Roman numbers te 100

Mental Arithmetic in multiplication through 6 X 12

Geography (definition) Location of principal countries, hemispheres, eto.
Placs and direction
Comparative size, etc.

Manners and morals
First half of the second reader

THIRD FRIMARY GRADE

Last half second reader
Quotation ~ spostrophe

Roman numbers to 200

Writing copy bock - 1/2 hour a day
Numbers through 100,000,000
Multiply by one figure

Tebles through 12 X 12 ;
Know porcan:ge, radius, size 1 inch to 1 yard
Know qualitics - olastic, liquid,’ form, magnitude
Hotions of the earth.




SECOND PRIMARY GRADE

Third roader
Division tables
Comnon tebles - dry measure,waight
Description and colors
United States and Yesgt Indies
Letitude, longitude, sones

FIRST PRIMARY ORALE

{This would be our Sixth grade)
Last half of third reader
First half of fourth reader
Spelling fyom dictation
Copy books for writing
Multiplication by b nurbers
Divieion - Hurbers 1-25 as divieors
Roman mumbers including C - DY
Clagsification of natural cbjects
mineral, animal, begeteble
United States Goography in detail
Special emphasis on Virginia

Noun - Avrticle - Adjective - Verd

26



TIME mmaﬁcs NATURAL SCIPNCE LANGUACGE ENCLISH

1st

e

2nd
Yr.

3rd
Ir.
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WMIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY

1873

Avitimetic  Physicel Geog.
Mlpobra Hap Drewing -
‘ ‘ Fhysiology

Algebrs  Hatural
Geomatyy Philosophy

Comnercial  Descrip.Astroe

Arith. nowny
Goomstyy  Chemlstyy
Prigonorotry Geology

Botany

Latin
or .

Gorman
or

French

Sanme

Same

- Fourth Annual rt of the Superintendent of tho Public
Schools g_z‘;'géﬁi'é%’om " r’::%;' 01273 (Wchmonds Union Stoam Prees,
3 Pe # ‘

MISCELLANFOUS

Crammar .Ancient History
Corpogition Penmanship
Ftymology Roview of
Reading and Orammar Orsdes

Orthography

Composition Bookkeeping
Rhotorie ¥odom History
Reading and

Elocution
Orthography

Englieh Lit.Civil Covt.

Composition Mental Science

Reading and Folitical Econony
Elocution

- Orthography



Public Schoo of
rg,

Yoar
First
1A
&
1B

6A«
(&)

' COURSES OF STUDY
JUTIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Fo;

-goventh Anmial Roport of the

s PP -

CGENERAL ;
Roquired Subj. Per.
fuvre 3

Composition, Grarmar
& Spelling 5
United States
History )
Descriptive

Geog.
Arithmetic -

FLECTIVES
May solect 5 per.of
the following:

French 5
Oerman g
Spanisch 5
Latin 5
Puginess Englieh 5
Second Fnpligh Lit. &
114 Penmanship L
& CorDes Grommals
1B~ sSpolling g
(7A~ U.5.His.& Civies 3
78) Geogrsphy 2
Arithmetic 5
?hy&Tr\&HYEianﬁ 1l

nd, virginia, 1915-1

N PN Ve

Plysical Training

PREVOCATIONAL

Required Subj. Per.

Eng- Lit. 3

Composition,
Letter Forns,
atbC.

Ua S, Hiabory

Dogoriptive Ceog.
Arithaotic

& Hyglona

Weiting

Fyree Hand Draw.
Pusiness English
Hand Type Setting 5

v\

Eng.Literature
Corp. s Letters,
Forms, Sp.
U.S.His.& Civics
Geography
Arithmetic
Physiology & Hyg.

W WA W

N MDD Uil W\,
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erintendent of the
% {Mchmonds “Clyde W.

COMMERCIAL
Required Subj. Per.
English Litara=-
Lure 3
Wﬂti@n, Orame
may & Spelling 5
United States
History
Arithmotic

BZ .8
gsggg

Girls - Sewing
Boys = Manual
Training

ELECTIVES

N ORI

Writing 5
Free Hand Draw, 5
Business English 5

Eng.Literature 2
English 1
UoSaHch& Civics 3
Gaography 2
Arithmotic 5
Phyoilology,Hyglens
& Ply.Tr. 1l
Typewriting I 5
Permanship 1
Music 1



ELECTIVES ,

Hust solect 5 per.
Mgy select 9
Elomentary Science 4

_ Fr.,Ger.,S’pan.,ar‘

Latin
Typewriting
Cockgl.or Sewing
Hech. Iaw.
Algebra
Honuel Traindng
Pornmanship
Bus,English
Cormercinl Geogs
Dravwing

Fnglish 1 & 2

FLECTIVES
Hust s61.15 per.
May select 20
Fr. ’Ger’ ’W‘ or
Latin
Con.Arith.
Algobra
Phys (0B«
Com. G0OR.
Hist.~0r.& Roman
Yech., Do,
Froehand Drave
Coogeor SEVe
Woodwork

n U rumaniniuiinuin

. Writing or Type.

ELECTIVES

Must £81.10 Pey,
of following:

Elementary So.

Fronch, German or
Spanish

Cockg.or Sewing
Freehand Draw,
Kech, Drav,
Shop Mathematics
Homo Economice
Tepoaition or
Forms
Carpentry
Bus.English
Enplish 1 & 2

Tmwunwn wanvinegeunn £

ELECTIVES
Must select 20 per.
¥ay select 25
Fr.,Ger.or Span.
Algebra

Con.Geog.
Fr.Dr.&Desigming
Mach.or Archi,Dr.
Coolc, Sew, 4o Ml.
Wmdg}ﬁtaar Reo,
Music

P}V.Edt
Bidkpg.& Bus.Prac.

Eklg.,?ubtsﬁfo s0tCe
Permanship
ting

Elome Chﬁm!y
Flem.Bhysics
Pract . Hursing
Printing
Bookbinding

it o i = =il
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ELECTIVES
Must sel.one of
fol.subja.
Flementary Sc.
French,Cernan or
Spanish
Cookg.or Sewing
Freo.Draw,
Woodwork
Bookkeeping & Bus.
Practice (2B)
Business Eng.

wwn \nEsnmesen &

English 1 & 2
Con.Geog.

Typewrtg.No.2
Com,Arith. (3B)
Bkpg.& Bus,Prac,3B
Penmanship
Fr.,Ger.or Span,

ELECTIVES
May sel.l per. of
following

Cooking or Sewing L

Woodwork s

Music 1
1
3

=R



APFENDIX I



»

Fivst Annual
dent of the PUD1iC LCHOO

Tvening Tiowo

TEXT BOOKS BY ORADES
1870

220

PRTMARY

Holy Bible

YeGuffeyts Primor

MeOuffeyts First Reader
Cornellts Geography
Quackenbos’ Primary Arithmetic

nds

(Second Boader allowed in exceptional cases)

INTERMEDIATE

Holy Bible

HeGuffoyts Second Reader
HoCuffey's Third Reader

Cornollfs Intermediate Geography
Quackenbos! Mental Arithmetic
Quackenboa! Elementary Arithmetic
Beers' Copy Books

Holmest Speller

neodrich!s Child?s History of U. 5.

(Fourth Reader in exceptional cases)

CRAMMAR

Ioly Bible

tcGuffeyts Fourth Reader
teGuffeyts Fifth Roador
‘ornell’s School Geography
mackenbos! Mental Arithmetic
mackenbost Practical Arithmetic
eers’ Copy Books

olmes? Speller

olmeat English Grammar
codrichts History of U, S.
rookfield!s Composition

Reports of the Board of Iducation and Superinten-
%s of !zmmm@, s 1670 (Richmo

Press, 1B7C); pp. 30L-
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SIIPARY OF PUPIL ENROLLMENY
1869-1900

Forty-fourth Anmal Report of the Superintendent of the Public
Schools of lictriond m'@; ?&-ﬁﬁ (Richmonds william Byrd
Fress., Toc., 010, pp. Ti0-111.

SESSION TOTAL ENROLLMENT

White Colored
1869-1870 1,008 1,769
1870-1871 1,619 1,537
1871-1872 2,751 1,912
1872-1873 3,197 2,128
18731871 3,0L) 1,918
18?{;..1875 39085 1)836
1875-1876 3,127 1,816
1876-1877 3,503 2,150
1877-1678 3,982 2,380
16781879 3,776 2,219
1879~1880 3,741 2,170
1860~1882 h,402 2,591
1881-1062 b, 105 2 628
1863-1864 L, 959 3,07k
1881;-1885 5,113 3,104
18851886 ‘ 5,269 3,110
18861867 s,694 3,809
18871888 6,202 k22
1838 “1889 6, 572 ,J) 798
1889~1890 6,761 k,968
1890-1891 6,923 L, 8k7
18911892 6,690 L,751
18921893 6,678 1L,8L8
189 3,139]4 T 131 ho 902&
189;-1895 7,288 5,029
1896~1857 7,417 L, 901
1897-1898 Lz

[ 9

1890-1899 ik b,5%6

1899~1500



VITA

Robokah Roberta Sharp, daughter of My. & Mrs. Ruseell R, Sharp,
was born in Hanchestor (South Richmond), Virginda, Fobrusry 21, 1509.
‘She wes educated at the Rickmond Public Schools and received her diploma
from John Marchall High School, June 1926, Entoring Richmond Normal
School in Septenber 1926, she graduated roceiving a Normal Professional
Cortificabe, June 1929,

Her careor in the fiold of educe.tiﬁn began ‘Sepbember 1929 when
ehe whe sgolgned a £ifth grade teaching position at Franklin School, in
South Richnmond, undey tho pz‘imipalﬂhip of Lavinia R, Vaden, She becamo
8 merber of tho faculty of Albert H, Hill School, September 1939, 1In
1942 she entored the field of Industrial Arts and has been teaching this

subjoct over since. _
Attonding soveral summer scheol sossions at the College of

William and Mary, in Williamsburg, she recoived the Dogree of Bachelor
of Selence in Angust 1940, In June 195k she started hor graduate work
at the University of Richmond, & progrem of studles leading to a Magter

of Science Dogres in Education.
For the approaching school session in September 1958, she looks

fowarﬁ to pow ond ctimlating teaching expericnces under the direction
of Mr. Molooln U. Pitt, Jre, tho newly sppointed principal of Albert Hill
Junior Migh School. Decouse ghe believea that thie study will prove
valusble as & yoforenco to the Richnond Public Schools, she hopes to

sontinue work on this thesis and to bogin the indexing of the study.
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