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INTRODUCTION

The object of this study is to present as completely as
available data will permit the history of private education o
in ?etcrsburg from the tiﬁa of its "gstablishment” as a town
in 1748 up %o the present. | ‘ |

The efforts of the many private sohool teachers who have
labored in Petersburg during its almost two centuries of ex=
fstence have helped make the oity a center of education and
culture in Virginia, and it is hoped that this study will help
glve a better iﬁea of the part the private schools and thaié
teachers él&yed in achieving this resulte.

The chief sources of information concerning'private ed=-
ucation werefthe‘newsgapers of Petersburg and vicinity from
1802 to 1943. In addition, other books and manuscripts were
found that furnished valuable data, and oredit is given them
in the bibliography.

In so far as the writer has been able to determire, no
other study of this kind and extent bhas ever bdeen made in
Potersburge. Brockwell, in his study of sccondary education
in Petersburg, trcated bricfly some of the »rivate schools of
the city, but 4id not cover the r£ield to any great cxztent,
ror go into as minute detail as this work.

This thesis 18 written under the directlion of Professor

He Lo Prince, of the University of Richmond, to whom the writer
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is indebted for guidance and constructive criticism,

The assistance of Miss Theresa Hodges, Librarian of the
Petersburg Public Library, and Mrs. N. S, Grigg, a member of
her staff, both of whom helped in locating sources of valua=
ble information, is gratefully acknqwlgdged.

Appreciation 1s due the staffs of the libraries of the
University of Richmond and of the State of Virginia, and to
these geﬁtlemen who havg assisted the author in various ways:
Dr. W. F, Clarke, ¥r. John D. Meade, Mr, Ruassell B, Gill, Mr,
James G. Scott and Judge R. T. Wilson. ‘

The author wishes to express his appreciation to Miss
Eleanor Sherman for her invaluable services rendered in ty-
ping this thesis,

Finally, the author extends his gratitude to his wife
for her inspiration and encouragement whioh have helped him

bring this work to a successful conclusion.
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CHAPTER I

THE B2G1RHING ¢ ADUCATICN I PETLHSBUAG

The first words wfitten about education in Fetersbhurg
were not 6omplimentary; but‘§hey were not as §Ad as they
sounded. In desoribing cozditions in 1724 in 7ristol FParish,
within whose boundaries the scttlement later known as Peterse
burg was included, Gregory wrcte,l *In all the parish was
neither 11brafy nor public school."
| This d1d not mean, however, that there were no schools
in Petersburg, which was “established™ in 1748, and formally
incorporated in 1784,% There is every reason to believe that
~education was available to those who were able to pay for it,
but not for any others. McCabe® described the situation very
wells . | )

The truth seems to be, that while the poor, az we have
seen, had few or no educaticnal opportunities, the ruling oclassg,
nunerically small, was from the earliest days keenly alive to
the 1mportanc¢ of securing thorough education for their children,

_ ?:'right4 also described the attitude of the upper class of

‘1. Edward S. Gregory, A _Sketch of tue History of Petersburz,
Pe 7

2. Ibld, p. 2l.

3. 7e G, McCabe, Virginlia Schools Befara and After the ROvOe
lution, Pe 1D

4. Louis B. Wright, The First Gentlemon of Virginia, p. 114,



Virginians toward education:

To the Virginia gentleman of the colonial period, gross
ignorance was not only a disgrace but a handicap in the conduct
of his business aeffairs, #Without some learning he copuld neither
manage his estate intelligently nor support the dignities and
obligations of his position in socloty.

Concerning the type of education, the same author wrote:d

A gentleman 414 not need the education of a pedant, but
his position required him to know how to spesk and write good
English, to be a competent penman, and to have cormand of ;
enough mathematics to qualify him to manage his accounts and
deal with simple problems in surveying. In general, it was
" incumbent upon him to acquire sufficient knowledge to enable
“him to be intellizent in whatover company he found himself.
Latin was still generally believed to be eminently useful =
a8 sort of key to other forms of learning. The gentleman'’s

schooling should give hinm the Kind of training that would fit
him to continue his studics after his formal education was
finished,

Petersburg had existed many years before any attempt was
made to educate the poor, and little interest was manifested
in the matter, The only mention of such was in a description
of affairs of Bristol Parish about the yeoar 1?55:5

- @hile Mr, Wilkinson was minister, a comnmlttee of the vese
try reported in favor of eatablishing an almshouse and of
founding a free school to teach poor children Reading, 'Riting
and *Rithmetic, Very little, however, was done to carry out
the conmittee’s recommendations.

The educational needs of the ohlldren of Petersburg's
upper class were satisfied by private schools, in each of which

the children of many familics could be instructed, The oity

5. Louis B, Wright, The First Gentlemen of Virginia, p. 115.
6+ M. Clifford Harrison, Home to tho Cockade City, pP. 1ll.



dwellers were more fortunate than the cclonial planters, where
it was usually necessary for the head of each family to employ
a private tutor to educate his children,

7

Heatwole’ wrote concerning such schools:

The corrmnity schools were independent of publie or church
support and were maintained by fees determined upon by teacher
and parent, The family school, conducted by tutors, was still
more independent of church or c¢ivil control. There was no attempt
even to license the tutors. The employing of a tutor was an
entirely irdividual matter and rested wholly with the planter,

gnst of theaé private schools in Petershurg were composed
of a small number'of pupils taught by one person‘who received
his compensation in the manner described above. Occasionally
one of thesé toachers would attract a larger number of pupils
than he oould handle by hinmself and would hire an assistant.
Sometines the wife of the sohool-master would assiét him in
the coaduct£o£ his school by teaching the younger children.

Much of the information concerning these schools has been
found in the advertiseéents of the papers of that periocd. Hod-
eaty was not alwayg a virtue of tﬁese‘teachers. sone of whon
made remerkable claims concerning the curricula of their res-
pective schools and of thelr own ability as teachers. A pe-
rusal of the advertisements concerning other lines of activity,
however, would show the reader that this failing was not cone
fired to teachers. The nunber of years zach of these schools

existed could not be determined acourately, but it is a safe

7+ Co Jo Heatwole, A History of Zdueation in Virzinpia, ps. 59«60




gonclusion that many of then were short«lived, The more suce
' cessful ones continued to adveritisc year after year, while
pthers recelved public notice only once, and were not heard

from after the first notice.




CHAPTER II
SCHOOL TEACHZRS AND SMALL SCHOOLS - BARLY NINETESNTH CENTURY

GEORGE JOHFSON

| George Iohnscn,l in 1802, opened a school in Blandford,
offering English, Latin, Greek, French, Writing, Arithmetic
and different branches of Kathematics, UQuoting Mr. Johnson:

Those who entrust the Education of their Children to his
care may depend on the strictest attention being paid to both
their moral Conduct and Literary improvenent,

Ample documents of the Advertiser's moral character and
abilities, will be exhibited upon applying to him at the house
of Mr. George Gary, Blandford,

The location of this school was to be in the house that
up to that time had been occupied by ¥r, Archibald Thweatt as

an office,
W+ CAMPBELL

¥. Campbell® advertised the openinmz of a school "for the
instruction of females™ in a house on High Street the first
of January, 1807, and stated that he would bring with him a
young man "capable of teaching the Latin and Greeck Classios,

' ¥athematiocs, ete," Further information about his school's

1. The Republican, Feb. 25, 1802.
24 Petersourz Intelligencer, Jan, 9, 1807.




offerings is given in his words.

His system of ecducation shall comprise the following par=-
ticulars, viz. Reading, riting, Arithmetic, Belles Letters,
Composition and Geography, with as much of Astronomy as is
necessary to the proper understanding of the latter, The
terns made known at the time of entering.

SCHOOL FOR ENGLISH, THE CLASSICS, ETC,

- The following school noticed appeared on Feb., 2, 1807,
The é&ma of the teacher was not given, but the article is on-
tertaining in its wording, |

Useful and Ornamental Enowledge.

School for =nglish, the Classics, Speaking the French
Language, Geography and Practical Navigation « in the convee
nient‘nnuse on High Street, formerly occupied by Dr, Holumes,

The conductor of this school respectfully acquaints the
inhabitants of Petershurg that he proposes to reoelve six
more young gentlemen, who will compleat the number of his ine
stitution. Brarches taught. lst. English froxs letters and
spelling to the pungeney of Junius, and the euphony of Gibbon.
2nd, Latin with an accurate analysis of prose and poetry, and
seanning of the poets. 3rd. The Greek Language. 4th. Geography
in its preeision of recent improvemesnt, the making of Xaps, etc.
5the Practical Favigation as it relates to the conducting of a
ship to any part of the globe. O6the The French Language in the
firat style of acocurate speaking and writing, As a speoimen of
the Copductor’s attainments, he has left at this office his
last Volume {Jjust imported) for the inspection of Gentlemen. A
few boys will be received as boarders froz the country. ILetters
irmediately answered.

¥o other information was found about any of the three pre-
viously mentioned schools, and they evidently did not enjoy

great success,

3« The Republican, Feb, 2, 1807.



PARSQON SYHE'S SCHOOL

An a’rticle4 about old times 1in Petersburg, written by

someone who used the pseudonym of "ﬁcratgck" and published in
1866, stated that the Rev. Andrew Syme, an Episcopal Clergy-
man, affectionately oalled "Parson” Syme by his parishioners,
taught a 1a£ge female school in Petersburg for saversl yaa;s.
giving instruction to many of the daaghters of the principal
fanilies of the town., Rev. Syme was a pative of Scotland and
married ¥iss Cameron, who was a sister at‘Iudge #illian Ca=-
merone
The location of this school, according to Dra A. K. Davis,®

was near one of the old Petersburg theatres on Fifth Street;
behind the old Dunlop place, F;fth street connects East Bénk
and Bollingbrook Streets. Eaat'Baak Street in those days was
known as Lombard Sireet. ,

; Parson Syme's school was deatroyeae in thé great fire of
July 16, 1815, so it must have been in existence’somﬂ years bee

fore that time.

JOHN BROWN

7

Joha Brown’ ran a school near the New llotel on 3ollinge

4, The Daily Index, Jan. 23, 1866,

S. A, Ke Davia, Three ce'turi S'Af'a d Virainia Town, pPs 1ll.
€, Ed. S. Gregory, A Sketech of the 3;storg of Petersburg, pe 42.
7. Petersbur, Intelli encer, Oot, 23, 1312,




brook Street in 1812, teaching Znglish, Latin, Arithmetics;
single ard double entry Bookkeeping and French. This is the
only information that could be obtained concerning his school.

MR. WILLER'S RILITARY ACADZEMY

Bvery war period seems to be responsible for the croge
tion of military academies, and the war of 1812 was no excep=
tion. If Petersburg's first aeﬁool‘fbunded upon military prine-

«
ciples lived up to its advanoe notices, it left little to be
desired in military training. The notice 1s given as it ape-
peared in the newspaper.8 |

Hilitary Acadeny ~ Mr, %illers, Professor of the lfanuel
Defence, Respectfully informs the gentlemen of this place and
its vicinity that he proposes to teach, for a short time, the
following branches: - The Evolution of Cavalry; Troops of the
Line and Light Infantry; the formation of a Regiment, Battal-
ion and Company; the Small and 3Broad Sword Exercise; and the .
Cut and Thrust Sword,

Heferences to lr, Willer's ability as a teacher and as
to his qualities of sobriety and politeness were given by Gen-
eral ¥ilkinson; Colonel Wharton, Marine Corps; Colonel Wille
jiams, president of the Philosopical Military Academy; Colonel
Fenwick, artillery corps, arny of the U,5.; Captain Greenleaf,
marine corps; and others.

The location of the school was not stated, but ¥Mr, Filler's

headquarters were at Powell's Tavern.

8. Petersburg Intelligencer, June 26, 1812,




"THE GRAMIAR GRINDER"

Petersburg probably had its share of visits in early days
from educational quacks. The visit of one of these was des-

cribed by an anonymous writer in an article under the heading

"Reminiscences of Petersburg‘"g

In those days (1815}, there came to Petersburg a genuine
specimen of the Yankee species, of the genus horo, (I beg par~
don of the last word for being obliged to apply it to so poor
a subject), with all the distinctive traits of his kind, Cone
necticutt cuteness, Massachusetts sanctimony, and the unnige
takable New Hampshire snuffle, and advertised himself as a teach=-
er of Grammar by Machinery; calling himself kr, Hassim, I think;
though on the street he was universally known as the Grampar
Grinder. His machine resembled an old fashioned lottery wheel,
ir which were balls, representing all the parts of speechj a
revolution of this wheel, by means of a orank, mixed up "proe
miscuosly™ nouns, verbs, adjectivesa and adverbvs; he would then
explain satisfactorily, (no doubt to himself,) their relative
gramnatical positions, I did not take a ticket in his lottery,
and visited his exhibition but once, and left impressed with
the idea that all Yankee adventurers were cheats and swindlers,
which conviction has not in the least degree been weakened by
an additional experience of fifty-two years.

SARAH CANNON

Sarah cannonlo conducted a school in 1818, teaching Read~
ing, Writing, English Grammar and Geography for 2:5.00 per quare

tar,

10, The Intellizencer and Petarsbur Commercial sdvertiser,
KHarch 24, 1818,




BARY MCDOHALD AND EARY WORSHAM

Mary ¥cDonald and ¥ary Worsham'! ran a school in Bland- |
ford in 1818, and offered Reading, #ritinz, English Grammar,
Geography, and plain and ornamental FHeedle Work. Termus of
tuition were $3.50 por quarter without Needle Hork, and $4.50
with Needle Work. These ladies offered boarding accommoda-
tions to students living in the country, and were willing to
take country produce as partial payment of board.

RODERT O'REILLY

Robert 0'Reilly announced that he had resuzed his Znge

lish and Classical Sthcllz and that he would attend to it

with "strictness and regularity.” This was also in 1818.
Krs. 0'Rellly also announced the opening of her school 8% the
same time for young ladies, offering instruction in Ortho-
graphy, Reading, Writing, English Grammar, Arithmetio, Histofy,
¥usic, Drawing and Painting, and "a great variety of useful,
elegant and ornamental Heedle dork."

~ The above school was the first that this study found us-
ing the term "classical™ as a part of 1its name, but many that
followed used it. Coﬁcerﬁiag this term, Andrews wrote:®o

The enmphasis placed upon the classios gave risc to the

ll. The Intellisonceor and Petershurz Commercisl Advertiser,
April 17, 1818,

12. Petersvurg Revublican, Sept. 1, 1818.
13, Matthew Page Andrews, Virzinia, The 0l1d Dominion, p. 369.

10



term "clasaical® as applied to so many of the Virginia schools.
Particular stress was laid upon the study of latin, and, in
the various lists of subjJects taught, one finds Latin leading
in the matter of "Irequency of study.”

V. KSRNEDY

V. Kennedy, in 1824, announcedl4 the opening of a Mathew

matical and Znzlish Schaol, and stated his intention to open

an Zvening School if a sufficient number of pupils were obtalined.
KR, PATIOH

Mr. Patton aanaunced15 thé roopening of his school on
September 8, 1824, and stated that he would teach everything
necésaary to prepare a young man for college or for the count-

ing roone.
KRS, PIIT

Mrs, Pitt1§ advertised the opening of her school in Sep-
tember, 1824, three doors above the Union Hotel on 0ld Street.

KRS, GEORGE K. TAYLOR

Mrs. George K. Taylorli? announced the re-opening of her

14+ The Intellipencer and Petersburg Commarcial Advertiger,
AUBe 31, 1824,

15, Ibid, Aug. 31, 1824,
16. Ibid, Aug. 31, 1824,
17. Ibid, Sept. 3, 1824,

11



school for the first Monday in Gotober, 1824, Shevdividea hex
sassion into two parts of five mnnthg each, and stated the fole

"lowing terms:

For Spelling, Reading, and Eriting during one session 425
Spelling, Reading, Viriting, Cyphering, the elements of
Geography, and Grammar 330

Parsing, History, the use of the Globes, Ratural Fhil-
osophys Astronony, Geography, the use of the maps,

Rhetoric ‘ 540
Yusic $60
French _ 220
Board, including fire, washing and bedding 2150

Anyone who brings two Boarders, board and tuition for each
should be $150. The above prices are for the term including
ten months.

MRS, STNPSON’S STMITAN

This school for young ladles, begun by Mrs. 7illiam Simpe
SinS‘in*lazo, waa one of the most successful of the earlier
schools in Petersburg. It was still being conducted by lirs.
Sinpson in 1828, on Bollingbrook Street,lg whicii was one of the
best streets of the town in those days, and ycars later, in
1351, was st1ll being run by her grand-daughter, liiss lory Simpe
80D _ ,

claibarneag had the following to say about the school cone
ducted by iliss Slmpson:

.+, 8% the corner of Marshall and Jefferson Streets, taught

18, Pinckney viilliamson, Ye Olden Tymes, History of Petersburg,
- Ya. for Hearly 300 Years, Pe 17.

19, The Intelligencer and Petersburpg Commercial Advertiser,
Sept. 26? 1828

20. J. He Clatborne, Scventy-Five Years in 01d Virginia, p. 103,




by Miss Simpson, an English lady who had long lived in Peters-
burg - a lady of refinement and of culture, who had a good
school as long as she continued teaching and who is doubtleas
gratefully and affectionately remenmbered by sows of the mothers
end grandmothers of the present generatlons

Miss Simpson's school was succeeded by that of lirs. Ine-

diana Pannill.?t
THE STATUS OF SZCONDARY RDUCATION IN 1820

Bducation had become a matter of importance in Petersge
burg by the yegrylsac, and from then on more and more nen
and wonen scem to have been attracted to it to open private
aohoolé, and provide‘educational opportunities for the youths
of the city., Virginia had made its first general provision
for elementary education™® in 1318, appropriating 45,000
each year from the income of the literary fund, whioch nmoney
was distriduted to the counties and used by them for the supe
port of charity schools in various towns, The better olass
of people locked down upen these "poor schools,”" and contine
ucd $o patronize the private schools,

" The State had made no provision for free sceoondary ode-
ucation up to that time, leaving that phase, entirely to prie

vate sohools, Andrews®S had this to say aoout conditions in

2l. Pickney Villiamson, OpeCites Pe 17

22+ idwin Grant Dexter, A History of Educaticn in the United
) StateS, Pe 73-74; ) 7

23+ Matthew Page Andrews, Virginin, The 014 Dominion, pe 370




the 1829'5:

During this period, when the State d1d not furnish free
facilities in secondary education, high schools were estabe
lished by unworthy persons, some of them native Virginians
and others from & distance; but such schools appear to have
had but brief exlstence; and cn one coccasion, Thomas Jeffare
son felt called upon to complain of sundry "bad Latinists
from Connecticut.” Those that survived almost invariably
were associated with intangivle assets of the greatest value
in the personalities of their principals, whose influence

for good, not merely in the classroom, but throughout the life-

time of those brought under their instruction, may be seen in
the testimonials of esteen that have been preserved in the
journals, diaries, and published addresses of Tormer students,

JOH FRASER

John Fraser opened an "English, Classical, and Mathoe
matical School™ on Back Street (now Bani Street) in 1824,
teaching Heading, ¥riting, Arithmetic, English Orammar,
Belles Letteré, Composition, Geography, History, lLatin,

Greek, ete,, charging $10 per quarter for Languages and Mathe
matics and 25 for the other branches.24 ~He gave as references
the names of four prominent citizens of Peteréburg, Dre Robe
inson, Dr, Davis, Mr, Jonathan Smith, and the Rev. Be H. Rioce,
¥r. Fraser's school was s8iill in operation in 1826, having
been removed to Bollingbrook Street, Whether his school was
prospering or not is not known, but its teacher evidently

felt that the public needed more infarmatian abou% himselfl,.

Here it 13'25

Petershurs Compercial

24, The Intellisenger and sdvertiser,
Nove 22, l8E4. ) .

20+ The Intellignrceﬂ and Petersburg Cormercial Advertiser,
Septe 1, 1826, ‘

14
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Having but lately commenoed the business of teaching in
this town, he deems it necessary to say a few words relative
to the opportunity he has had of qualifying himself for so

- arduous a8 task. And here he might insert several testimonials

of his acquirements, from Gentlemen of this Town, whose cone
petency to judge is indisputable - Bu% with these he dispenses.
He begs leave, however, to inform those unacquainted with his
opportunities of improvement, that he was instructed in the
first institutions of our own country, and attended, for nearly

- two years, a Seminary in Scotland, reputed one of the best in

Britain. He has likewise been successfully engaged, for the
last five years, in the instruction of youth, #ith these ade
vantages, united with indefatigadble industry, he feels confi-
dent that he will be enabled, as heretofore, $o render satis-
faction. Promising to use his best endeavors for the improve-
ment of his scholars, he hopes a liberal public will confer a
larger share of its favor.
John Frager

PRARCES E., WORRELL

Frances B, %‘icrrell26 conducted an elementary school for
small boys and girls on High Street in 1826, offering board
and lodging to children from a distance,

MARY ANN L. GRIGG

The second gréat fire27 that Petersburg suffered occur-
red on July 15, 1826, Among the casualties was the school
of Mary Ann L. Grigg.ze but after a few days she re-opencd her

school in a house on Market Street. Her school was also cone

26, The Intellicencer and Petersburg Commercial Advertiser,
uly 21, 1826,

27. 3531358. Gregorys A Sketch of the Ilistory of Petersburs,
Pe 52,

28; The Intelli&ancer and Petersburg Commercial Advertiger,
Augs 4, 20.




fined to elementary branches, and she was assisted by Anna G,

Lavyrenco.
¥RS. FOLUBRLEY, HMISS PHRARCE,; J. ADANS

Three other private schools were in operation in 1826,
one on Bank street?® by Mrs, Holderley, another by !fiss Frances
Pearce,°C and another for the teaching of Shorthand by J. Ade

Bﬂﬁosl

¥RS. McCOLLCUGH

& school for the instruction of small boys and girls°2
in the elementary subjecis was conducted by Mrs, MoCollough,
with Mrs, Crawley as assistant, Plano lessons were taught by

¥rs, McCollough. The mchool was situated near the Courthouse,
KRS, ALICE PAGAUD

A school about which little information is avallable, bdut
which must have been better than the average, considering its
long life, was that of Mrs, Alice Pagaud. She came to Peters-
burg in 1827, after having taught twenty years in another sec-
tion of Virginia, én& 6pened her school for children33 in that

29, The Intellizernc
33(}. 5; 132‘3.

30. Ibid, Cot. 17, 1326.
3l. Ibid, Yov. 17, 1826,
32. Ibid, Apr. 3; 1827-

er and Petershurs Commercial Advertiser,

33, Ibld, ADPT . Ss ig27,




7

year, being assisted by her daughter. Twenty-one years later,

the school which originally was located on Bollingbrook Street,
was in operation on the corner of 0ld and Market Streets.o%
Boarding pupils were being accommodated and Mrs. Pagaud wag

still being assiéted by her daughter, Miss Pagaud,
MR, MILLS

¥r, Hills announced the opening of one of the numerous
"Classical and Znglish® Acadenles that were begun in Petersburg,
this one in 182?; Its opening was dependent upon the registira~
tion of at ieast fifteen pupils.ss No other information about
¥r. ¥1lls was found, so perhaps he did not get his required

nunber.
MR, VINCENT

¥r, Vincent, a native of France, offered olasses in French“°
in a house on Back Street. Separate hours were set aside for
the men's and the ladles’ classes, co-education hot being popular
in 1827,

34. The Republican, Dec, 29, 1848,

Advertiser,

35. Ibid, Oct. 30, 1827,



HISS ISABALLA GIVENS

¥iss Isabella Glvens was another of Petershurg's pr;vate
school teashers who gave many years of service, being the pro-
prietor of a school for young ladiesS? that was in operation
in 1828. She was still teaching a school®® on Franilin Street
in l848.

BARTHOLOMEY BGAN

| Although his school did not seem to be in existence for
a great length of time, Bartholomew Egﬁn must have had a large
nunmber of pupils attending it in 1830. He announced its suc=
cessful operation®® as an elementary school and had lr, Vine
cent, mentioned before, to glve classes in French to those
who desired the language. lr, Egan at the same tine was secke
ing the services of aﬁ assistant by the followins advertise-
ment:

A Teacher of Mathematics - I wish to proeére the services
of a Mathenmatical Ipstructor, to aid in the Petersburg Grammar
School. To a gentleman of unexceptional qualifications, scie

entific and moral, I would guarantee from four to five hundred
dollars per annum. DBarth'w Zgan.

37. The Intelliggncer and Petgrsburg Commagcial Advertiser,
&e")t. 9 s 1828 4

38+ The Rewublica s Sept, 13, 1848,
39, Richmond Enquirer, March 16, 1830
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RS, WALLACE ~e JUNIUS K. HOUBROUGH

Schools whose openings were announced in 1834 were that

40

of ¥rs. Wallace cn*Synamore Street, and of Junius XK. Houw

brough, for hoya.él

THE PSTIRSOURG PEMALE SIMINARY

ﬁiiliamacnéa mentions the Petersburg Female Semipary,
located near the corner of Horth Market and liigh Streets, as
one of the famous schools of Petersburg. Nrs, Lucy Y. Gray
was principal of this school, and a 1list of its pupilé in
1637 contains many names that are atill familiar to people
of the city today. |
PUPILS IN 1837

Virginia Akin Hartha C, Brander
Sarah C. Ashly Roberta Davenport
Frances A, Badger Ann E. Davenport
Harrict li, Badger Mary Z. Davidson
Mary Bartlett ¥ary Davies
Agnes A, 3atte Jane G, Gillianm
Mary Batte Lucy V, Gray
Anna B, Birchett ¥aria F, Gray
Edmonia Birchett Julia A+ 1l, Haskins
Rebecca Bland Virginia 7. Heath
Sarah ¥. Bland Mary G, Lemoine
¥ary A. G, Bolaseau Laura B, liason

40, The Anerionn Constellation, Cet. 9, 1334,
41, Ibid, Fov. 15, 1634,

42, Pickney Hilliszson, Ye Olden Tymes = History of P“ciers-
bur Va, for l'early 300 Yecars, pe £0a




Blizabeth R, Mason
Mary 7. Mason

Jane . Hollwaine
Indiana Heade

Rary A. Hinge

Mary S. Eichols
Sally H. Helson

Mary F. Pace

Ann Pollard
Elizabeth N, Hobinson

kary E. Yancey

Yary S. Stainback
Charlotte i, Stockdell
Virginia Stockdell
Rebecoca Strachan
Yary A, Swan

¥ary Je Swan :
Zlizabeth B. Jestmore
Enna Y, Vestmore
Maria L, Williams
Lucy V. Yanocey



'~ QHAPTER III

ACADEMIES OF THE BARLY NIRETZINTH CENTURY
nlﬂ
THE PZTERSDUAG ACADEMY

o town of its size has been more fortunate than Peters-
burg regarding private secondary education for its boys and
girls, GZIver since a few years after the Hevolutionary ¥ar
it was the site of first clasas secondary schools known &8s Q-
cademies which enjoyed great success and furnished educatione
al services which the State was elther unable or unwilling to
offer.

' Andrawsl wrote concerning them:

- The movement initiated under the impetus of the Liter-
ary Fund tended to correct post-Revolutionary deficiencies
in the matter of elementary education; but sentiment in the
State was not yet prepared to undertake at public expense
the higher forms of educational efforte In lieu of State
outlay for this purpose, the General assenbly encouraged the
establishment of acadenmies and classical schools, somg of
which were established through funds raised by lotteries, in
those days a popular method of procedure by which not only
schools, but churches, were built and endowed, These secone
dary schools required the study of Latin, and many included
Greek as well. A few were coeducational, In several rese-
pecta the currlculum for girls differed from that provided
for boyss lLatin and Greek, for example, were subordinated
to a nmodern language, generally Frenche

Monroe? has this to say about the academies in Virginia:

1. Matthew Page Andrews, Virzinia, The 01d Doninion, p. 358,

2+ Paul Monroe, Founding of the American Publie School Systen,
Pe 401,




Such schools were even more individuslistic in the South
than in the FKorth. The State of Virginia did little to help
them, Of the entire number seventeen were assisted at timesn
by the state legislature out of the Literary Fund which had
been designed for free public schools, but the flourishing
condition of the academies was a most effective argument
against any state ald to education. '

Heatwole® furnishes information about the number of
academies and the curriaulum.of these academiaé at the begine
ning of the nineteenth century,

Before 1800 there were as nmany as twenty-five academles

in Virginia, They werce generally known as "Classical Schools,.™

The term "Acadeny” came a little later when the sciences were
bocoming popular and some of them were taught in these secone
dary schools.

The curriculun® for these acandemies in the higher depart=
nents was largely the old traditional subjects, Latin, Greek,
mathenatics, and rhetoric. In additicn to these, such sciens
ces as physios and chenistry, and sometimes botany, were
taught; and bookkeeping was often comprised in the course.

In the classical schools, the work was confined more to the
ancient languages, This was regarded as the preparation for
collegees The disciplipe was usually harsh and severe. There
were no short cuts or easy methods.

Petersburg®s contribution to this class of school was
known a3 The Petersburg Acadeny. It was 1ncorporate65 on
December 24, 1794, The original incorporaters were Joseph
Jones, Thomas G. Peachy, Zdward Pegran, James S, Gilllian,
John Jeffers, Robert Turnbull, the Reve. Alexander Syme, AleXe
ander Frazler, James Cureton, Gszorge Ruffin, Benjumin Harris-

on, William ¥hitlock, Alexander G. Strachar, Alexander icRae,

3« Cornelius J, Heatwole, A History of :ducation in Virzinia, .

4 Ds 124,
4, Ibid, P 131.

5. Fdward S. Gregory, A _Sketch of the History of Petersburs,
Ps 27a
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Peterson Goodwyn, and George Xeith Taylor.

- This school‘had a long and prosperous existence of forty
one yearse Most of the information available about its teache
ers and pupils was obtained in some newapaper interviews with
Dr. Thomas P. Atkinson many years after the school closed,

Dra 3tkinson6

1813, and the school was situated in the building later

wa3 a pupil in the Petersburg Acadenmy in

known as the Anderson Seminary. John Jood was the principal,
and he was 5ssisted by David Branch. Some of the other pupils
remembered by Ore Atkinson were Robert Strachan, Richard

Birchett, “illiam Rosc, Thomas H. Junn, 7illiam Sggleston, of
Anmelia, Alexander Strachaus, John Grammer, John Spooner Eppes,
John He ?eterson, a Lewis, (first name not recalled) of Powe
hatan, and a Ford, of amelia,

nr. Atkinson atated that John Wood was a native of Scot=
land and an eminent mathematician, Amons his accomplishnents
was the making of the firat large map of Virginia, iood was
very eccentric, having had a habit of walkinz with his cane
behind him, thfuat through the angle at his elbow joints,

Young Ford, mentloned above as a pupil in the Petersdurg
Acadeny, invented a farpedo when hevwas only sixteen years
olde ZIZxperinmenting upon his rather's boat, which was anchored
in a mill pond. he blew it up. He was then employed by the
Government to blow up the British ships in Lynhaven Bay in

6; The Dails Index' Aug. 3’ 1868.



1814, but the torpedo this timo exploded too soon and the ence
ny, alarmed by the premature explosion, ietired to aafety..

More information about John ¥ood was given by Dre Ate
kinson later,7 in which Wood was portrayed as a man of e€X-
cellent education, espeoially in Greek and Latin., His specis
alty as a teacher uaé ﬁathematies. Before coming to Peters=
burg, he had edited a politlical paper in Frankfort, Eentucky,
but offended a man by an editorial he wrote, and hearing that
the man was coming to do combat with him, left hastily in the
night and traveled until he was safely out.bf danger. He
lived in Ricbmond for some years, moving to Petersburg about
1812 and becoming principal of the Peterabﬁrg Acadeny.

Dr, Atkinason's opinion of John Wood, quoted from this
same interview, was not flattering:

The writer of this article was his pupil, bhoth here and
in Richmond, and records it as his deliderate opinion that he
was tihe noat learned fool he cver saw, having in his composie
tion as little of that all important article, common sense,
as he had of true gouragec.

In 1835, the Petersdurg Acadeny endedd 1its long and usce
ful career, the trustees boing authorized to transfer all its

real and personal property to the Anderson Seninary.

_7. Daily Courie ;Amcc l’ 1870 .

Be Edward Pollock, liistorical and Industrial Guide to Peterse
' burz, Virginia, pe 20,



-l
JOHN DAVIS' SCHOOL

An Englishman by the name of John Davis, described as
"tall, ravboned and stoopshouldered,”™ kept a scﬁool; in Po-
tersourg in 1808, on what is now Aast Bank Street. Some of
the pupils in his school were John and James Gilllam, Theow
philus and Robert St¢rachan, John Junius Burke, Robert Batte,
¥illiam i. Atkinson, James Prentls, Hobert Shore, Richard
Adams, Thomas P, Atkinson, %illiam Call, and Hathaniel Xonte
gomery Atkinsone '

Davis contemplated the establishment of an acadeny near

Walnut Hill, but never succeeded in realizing his dreans.

l. The Daily Index, Aufle 3, 1868,
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TiIE PETERSBURG CLASSICAL INSTITUTE

The closing of the Peteraburg,icademy left Petersburg
without a first-class boys school for a short pericd of time,
but anothér excellent preparatory institution soon arose to
take its place. 1t was known as The Petersburg Classical In-
stitute, being inocorporated* in 1838 with a capital of $9,500
in shares of $500 each. Its first president was the Reve
Lphraim D, Saunders.z and the school announced that its first
cloaing exeroiaés, or first "annual exhibition,™ would be held
on July 10, with an oration, "suited to the occesion, to be
delivered by Willianm i, KacFarland, Zs8Qes of Richmdn&.“s' One
of the text books used in this sohool was the famous Pike's
Aritimetic.d

The Institute was in a most [lourishing condition in
1845, as evidenced by the following newspaner articlesd

The directors of the Petersburg Classionl Institute have
the pleasure to announce to the public that the services of
the Rev. Z. D. Sounders will be continued. The entire satise
faction which he has given to his public and Directors asg

well as his eccomplishments as a scholar and tact as a dise
ciplinarian, his more than anticipated success in nmaking the

l. John §Erhert Claiborne, 3eventy Five Years in 014 Virsinia,
Ps 1004

24 Ay J. Korrison, The Beginnings of Public Fducation in Vire
ginia: Pe 126.

3. The American Constcllation, July 6, 1838.

4. Edward Pollock, Historical and Industrial Guide to Peterse
burz, Virginia, p. 20.

5. The Intelligencer, Fov. 22, 1845.



Institute a Classical Seminary of the first grade, and the
liberal patronage of the community, in committing to his charge
the education of more than a hundred youths during both the
last session and the present, constitute a certain and satisge
factory recommendation, for the public to avail themselves of
the advantages of this Instituticn.

The Faculty consists of six Instructors:

The Rev, B. D. Saunders, to whom letiers or enquiry nay
be addressed;

Ure Ha Kean who has taught Tor two years in the Insti-
tute with great acceptance;

lire John Lyon, a Graduate of Randolpheliacon College, of
the first rank;

Mr. John Kirkpatrick, a distinguished Graduate of Jashe
ington College;

Mre A. M. Dupuy, a graduate of Princeton College, of a
high grade of scholarship;

Honsieur Arnand Preot, an experienced and able Instruc-
tor from Prance;

The Reverend Mr., Leavenworth, an enminent scientific lec-
turer, will give a full course of Leotures in Chenisiry.

Hre. Preot has engaged to glive all the instruction de-
sired in the modern Languages. The other five will be con-
stantly e“nloyad in the Institute, three of whom were seleoted
on account of their previous succeas in managinb ench & Bepa-
rate acadeny.

Inatruction will be given in the 2nglish branches, and
in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, Spanish and Itallan lan-
guages, and in the Mathematics, to any extent desired..

Board and tuitlion can be obtained for 85 a session.
Payments always made in advance. The sessions will be five
montha each, commencing the 15th, of Sentenmber and 23rd. of
February.

By order of the board of Directors: Basnjamin Joney,
Gagrge He Bolling, A. Go Eollwaine, David Dunlop, J. Be Lo=
moine.

Brookwell® also contributes some interesting informae

6. Henry B, Broockwell, History of ueeandagg Zducation in Peterse

burz, Virginia, p., 30-3l.
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tion about this school:

Not only d4id the Petersburg Classical Institute enjoy
the reputation of being one of the finest schools of its kind
in the country, but, according to lir. Dandridge Spotswood, &
prominent looal historian, the first school fraternity was
founded here, This fraternity was known as The United Fra-
ternity of the Petersburg Classical Institute,

From records of the fraternity we rind this order:

The society for Literary Improvement was organized by
the students of the Institubte in the spring of 1844. Ko one
who does not sustain a high character for strict marality and
persevering industry, can be elected a member,

Honorary membership is conferred on the Directors, In-
structors, and those who acquit ithemselves creditably in busie
ness or’'in‘acquiring knowledge after leaving the institute,

Kembers
#illian Allen fim. F. Drummond
George ils Ts DBass James bunn
Ceorge %We Bolling Joseph B, Dunn
‘e He Bowers David Dunlop
Wilson P. Coe A W Dupuy
George He Coupland Ce B. Galbraith
Thomas B. Davidson Te Fo Gilliam
John B, Urinkard Edward 3. Green
John A, Johnson P. Ae Peterson
Benjanmin Jones Ce. L+ Peticolas
Napolean Kean Armand Preot
Je e Kirgkpatrick Re Ae Prior
John Be. Lemoine Je Ae Hobertson’
Paul E. Lemoine Be De Sanders
Danilel Lyon J« Ea Spotswood
John Lyon Je Fa Spotawood
Ao Go Lollwaine #e Cs Spotowood
Re De LicIlwaina Lemoine Suit
L. 33. Pagﬂnd Tt 3& mck@r
L. s Parhan ; _ Be Ye Vaden
Thomas C. Paul Je Te Wilson

By order of the sooclety
Petersburg, July 24, 1345

Many of the above men figured prominently in the educa-

tional, legal, medical, and ministerial professions and in
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the businesa life of‘Petersburg and the state of Virginia in
later years, One of them, Richard lcllwaine, later becanme
president of Haupden-Sidney 001lege7 {now Hampden-Sydney)e.

A new prinoipal took charge of the Institute in 1847.8
He was the Revs J, Jones Smythe, who had been principal of
dinchester Academy the previous five years. Smythe was a grade
uate of Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland and of the University
of Glasgow, Sootland, having received an honorary degree of
AJMe from the latter after one session's attenﬁancé. The
course of instruction under the new administration was to con-
sist of Ahcient and Modern lLapguages, ilathenatios, pure and
mixed; the Matural Sciences, and & cooplete Znglish Zducation.
The following was added %o the announcement:

' The Holy Soriptures will be read dally, and religious
and moral instruction faithfully attended %toe. The disecipline
will be mild arnd firm, blending as far as possible the free-
dom of domestic intercourse with that subordination which is
indispensable for a well ordered school.

Tuition ranged from 320 to 325 per five months session,
with extra charges for German, French, etce.

The first death of a member of the student body ocourred
¥arch 2, 1848, and the student body took public notice of the

sad event in this manner:9

7+ L. J. Morrison, The Beginnings of Public Zducation in Vir-
ginia, p. 186,

8+ The Repudblican, Sept, 22, 13847,

@+ 1bid, March 6, 1848,



ithereas, it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of events
to take from us, on Thursday the 24, inst., our late beloved
companion and asgsociate, Richard T. Bland, thus for the first
tine making & break in our society -« Resolved.

1. That we bow with humble submisaion to this afflicting dis-
pensation of our Heavenly Father, and acknowledge ﬁis Wisdon
in this as in every other event,

2, That we cherish with feelings of fond remembrance, the
generous and noble traits of his character, his kind and af-
feotionate disposition, and the days and months of our happy
and pleasant intercourse as fellow-students, engaged in the
same noble and enabling pursuits.

3« That we wenr crape on our left arms for the space of thirty
dayse.

4. That his desk and seat in the school-roonm remain unoccupiled

for one month,.

5« That a copy of these proceedings be forwarded to his sure
viving parents, and also to the p&pers of the town with a rg-
auest to publish them,

Edward 4. $ilson, Chairman
George h. Davis, Seoretary

The year 1049 witnessed another c¢hange of 9riﬁcipala,'the
new one bheing N. Fs Tuck, who had formerly been principal of
Bardstown Acadeny in Kentunky.lo His regirze was of short dure
atioh. and in 1850 he was succeeded by Thonmas D.‘Daviﬁscn.ll

Dévidson was assisted by James 6. Blankenship in 1853-54,
and there were sixty-two pupilsl2 in regular attendance. From
1854 to 1857, the assistant was Leonidas Points, a graduate of

10. The Re uhlican. Fabe 234 18408.

1l. John Herbert Glalbsrne, oevegtg Five Years ;n 014 Virzinia,
Poe 100, «

12, Daily South-3ide Democrat, July 27, 1804.




the University of Virginia, According to the blemnial cata=
logue, reprinted in the current newspaper of that day, the
total number of studentsl® for the two sessions during 1656
1857 waa 115. They came from Fetersburg, Chesserfield, rince
Georse, Diawiédia;'srunawiek, Charlotte, and Sussex, Virglnia
and Charles City; ¥arylande The number of pupils was limited
to sixty-five for caoh session.

J« He Hoon, algso of the University of Virzinia, becane
the assistant in 1857, and in 1859, D&vidsch se?ereﬁ his cone
nection with the Inatitute, in aréer to 6paa a school ofvhis
owvn for the education of young la&ies;lé

Az far as records show, the session of 1359-60 was the
last one for this school. DJuring this session, William A,
Dupuy, a‘graauate of Virginia ¥Military Institute and T Ga -
Yertenbake, of the University of Virgzinia, formed the faoule
ty.ls ~ ‘

The elosing of this once e%cellént school again left
vetersburg without a first class school for boys, but there
were to be far é@r& exeiting events ahead for the seventeen
aaﬁ,eigkteeﬁ year old lads. Snadaﬁs of the great struggle
between the South and Forth were fast appréaehing, and it
a3 not until alter the exhausting conflict was over that a-

nother fanmoua schasl for boys existed in Fetersburg,

13, Daily Sxpross, Apre 14, 1857.
14. ;bi( F 3 Apr. 18’ 1859'
15. Ibid, Auge. 20, 1859.




CHAPTEZR IV

TEACHIRS AND SCHOOLS OF THE HIDDLE FINSTEERTH CENTURY

PETERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

Ha A, Wilcox; a graduate of Brown University and fore
nerly connected with Wake Forest Institute of Torth Carolina
advertisedl the opening of a high school for boys with the
above title. The currioulum was to consist of all the bran-
ches of English study, together with Latin and Greek. No
other information was found about his school, so it probably
did not prosper greatly.

Some other schools of which little 1s known dbut which
existed for short periods of time are now listed.

Miss Vaughan's school on Halifax Street in 1838,2

Hrs, CODk's school on Sycamore Street in 1558.3

W. B. MoDougall's school on Sycamore Street in 1843.%

Ers. ¥, ¥, Campbell’s school, originally located on

l. The Armerican Gogstéglat;gg, Sept. 7, 1838.
2. Ibid, Sept. 11, 1838,

3. Ibid, Sept. 11, 1838,

4. The Republican, Feb. 27, 1843.
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Back (Bank) Street in 1845° and on Market Street in 1848,®

the last year it was mentioned.
MECHARICS' ERCLISH AND CLASSICAL INSTITUTE

The Petersburg Benevolent Mechanios' Assoelation tried
its hand in the field of edﬁcation, first conducting & night
sohool in 1845,7 and a year later establishing the above
named institution,

The committee appointed by the Mechanics® Association
to establish and supervise the school sccured the services
of lr, John Lyon as Principal.’ He had been a teacher 1in
the Peterabﬁrg Clamssical Institute for several years prior
to his appointment to this new position,.

Space was provided in the Hechanics?! Hall rér classes,
and the course of study was that of the ligh Schools and
Acéﬂemies of the daye

Tbe_Asaooiation. in exchange for an endownent of the
school, aecuréd reéueé& rates for the sons of its members.
For spelling, reading end writing for a session of five
months the tuition was'ﬁﬁ; for all other branches of an Enge

1ish education, {8; and for Latin, Greek and higher Mathe=

5. The Intellimencer, Dec, 2, 1845,
6. The Republican, Sept. 11, 1848,

7. The Intelligencer, Kov. 27, 1845,
8+ The Republicen, Sept. 30, 1846.



matics, $14. For children of non-members the charges were
£10, 812,50, and $17,.50 respectively,

Members of the committee in charge of the school were
Beverly Drinkard, George 7. Bolling, linton Thrifz, Robert
Ritchie, James Einetree, J. K. H. Brunet, Thomas Jordan and
Daniel Lyon.

Armand Preot, who taught modern languages in the Peterse
burg Classical Institute, was also & teacher of French in
this school in 1847.2 Language teachers were in demand then,
and it was apparently the custom for one able teacher to
serve several schools at the same tine,

Although according to its notices, the school required
tuition to be paid in advance, it evidently d1d not enforce
its rule striotly, for the following notice appeared in a
daily paper in 1847.10

Those patrons of the Petersburg Benevolent Mechanics®
Association School who have not yet paid for the tultion of
their children, are informed that the accounts wlll be placed
in the hands of a professional ¢ollector on the lst day of
October nex%t, Until that time the bills will remain with the
present collector, whom those owing are requested to see,

The School Cormittee

Individuals referred to in the above notice san find
me at my office on Back Street, at any hour from sunrise to
sunset, :

- J.E.K; anet

9, The Republican, Sept. 3, 1847. |
10. ;bidg Sept. 20; 1847%7.
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In order to accommodate more pupils, David J. Lyon,
holder of an A. B, Degree, was added to the faculty in 1847,

Thomas D. Davidson, upon the resignation of John Lyon,
became principal in 1848, but after a year or two more, the
Mechanfes' Association left the field of education and closed
its school, MNr. Davidson becoming principal of the Petersbuig
Classical Institute, described previously in ﬁhié works.

CLASSICAL, MATHEMATICAL, AND MILITARY SCHOCL
OF WILLIAYM MAGHER

As far asz can be determined, this school was begun about
1843,13 with Jilliam Haghee as principal and a :ir. Bryan as
assistant teacher, and a course of study as describded below: 13

The course of instruction comprises Spelling, Reading,
Ariting, Arithmetic, Geography, the usc of the Globes, Lnge
lish Grammar and Composition, History, the Greek and Latin
Languages, French; Algeora, Trigononetry, Geometry, plain
and descriptive-Analytical Geonmetry, with its applications
to conic sections, shades, shadows and Linear Perspective,
differential and integral calouli ~ Surveying and Civil Ene
gineering - Ratural Philosophy and Chemistry - Drawing,
topographical, architectural and landscape. The Cadets will
be dressed in a neat and inexpensive uniform and will be re-
quested to drill every day during recreation hours,

William Kelson, & graduate of Virginia MHilitary Insti-
tute, succeeded Mr. Bryan in 1846, and Oscar M, Brown also

bacame a teacher in the school that same year,

11, The Intelllgencer, Nov. 27, 1847.
12, Ibid, Aug. 4, 1846,
13, The Republican, Sept. 30, 1846.




Morrison'? furnishes this information about Willlam
McGee, who must have been the same as the #illiam Haghee of
the above school, as printers were not very careful about
the apell:lng of proper names in thnaé'dayé:’

In 1848 the superintendent of the public armory was
anthorized to deliver to William McGee, principal of a classge-
ioal and military school in the town of Petersburg, rifty of
those muskets in the armory, condemned as unfit for use.

Haghee's school decliped in pcpularityr and no mention
was found of 1t after 1850, His assistant, William M, Nelson,
opened & school of his ownls witk pi*éetioally the same course
of study as Kaghee's, with the exeaptien of military training,
in 1850, liniting the number of pupils to twenty, but no other

information about his school could be found,.

KRS, GARLAND'S SCHOOL FOR YOUHIG LADIES

Located on Bank Street, thia school in 184616

in languages and soiences in eddition to the regular English
branches. An added attraction was a "gourse of lectures by

a disunguished Professor, on Chemistry and Natural Philoso-

offered work

phy, accompanied by illustrations and expériments. Mrs, Gar-
land was a full time teacher, and the school was under the
general supervision of Mr. Garland, who taught a class in

l4. A, J. Horrison, The Beginnings of Public Tducation In

- ¥irginia, pe 126,

15. The Intelligencer, Auge 10, 1850.
16. The Republican, Aug. 7s 1848,
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reading and elogcution. MKusic instruction was offered and

boarding facilities were available for those from a diztarce,
MRS, JANE AND MISS HARRISTTA A0SR

Their schaol»was on Unibn Street, and was devoted to
elementary education.l? They promised to pay "particular
attention to the behavior of children in their charge."
Tuition was 320 a year, and liss Zimmer taught lessons on

the Piano Forte at 310 per quarter of twenty-four lescons,
HISS FRAXCES Re. WOODSOR

Miss doodson's school, also of the elemeatary type, was
in operation during the years 1846 and 1847, and was on 014
Street near the corner of Market Street.la

FEMALE SEMINARY « THE MISSES YZRBY

In 1846 the Misses Yerby were running thelir school for
young ladieslg for the third year. It was on Market Street
in a larse three story bullding, and was the finishing school

type.
 Some of its aims were exprcssed in the following wordss

17. The Intelligencer, July 238, 1846.
18. The Republican, July 21, 1847,
ig. Ibid, Sept. 11, 1846.




Particular care is bestowed on the formation of the man~
ners of the young ladies, and the nost unwearied attention is
devoted to their mental improvement, The mode of discipline
pursued i{s one of uniform gentleness as caloulated to proe-
duce the happlest effects upon all dispositions,; and to create
a truly feminine and lady-like deportment and character.

The seminary commenced its fourth scasion®0 in September,

1847, but how many years longer it lasted was not stated,
SCHOOL FOR Y(QURG LADIES

He Fe Tuck, who had served a year as principal of the
Petersburg Classical Institute, opened a school on IHigh Street
opposite Market Street in 1850, lirs. He le Tuck assisted him,
The school oonsisted of a Primary Department and a Senior Doe
partment. Like other girls?' schools of the time, it described
its diecipline:zl

The discipline will be mild, yet firm, adapted to the

development of better feelings, and the cultivation of correct
moral principles.

MRS. CAROLINE LEE

¥rs. Lee ran a school for young ladies and little chile
dren on South Market Street in 1846.5% The curriculum com-
prised the elementary branches and the higher branches of
801énce and Eathematics, and also Music, French, Drawing and
?aintihg, ¥rs., Lee proffersd ten years experience as a teacher

as one of her recommendations.

20. The Intellizencer, Aug. 258, 1847.
21, Ibidg Auge 1.0, 1850, .

22. Ibid, Dec, 10, 1846,
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JANE A, BASS

Jane A, Bass was conducting a school on Halifax Street.
in 1846, and some of the subjects named in the curriculum
were Philosophy, Botany, and French and all the English
ln:aant:hes.ﬁ:5 Her school had been in operation for some years
before this time,

Ge. Ko To BASS

G, M+ To Bass announced the opening of the Tifth yearly
session of his school 1in 1851, setting forth the objectives
of his school in this manner:24

He will confine his attention to laying in the minds of
his pupils the basis of a thorough and solid English Zduca=-
tion « a desideratum too frequently overlooked by parents,
whose e¢yes are dazzled by the superficial and showy accome
plishments which constitute the sole instruction of many of
our most popular schools,

Mr. Bass also taught a night school in 1854,25

F, 8. BASS

The name Bass appeared again in 1853,35 and this time it

was F, S. Bass announcing the reopening of a "Select, Classical

23+ The Intelligencer, Dec. 25, 1846,
24, Ibid, Augz, 28, 1851,

25, South-Side Democrat, Sept. 14, 1854.
26. The Republican, July 30, 1847,
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and Mathenatical School®™ on Harket Street,.
HRS,. BLLEN 91L1S

¥rs, Wills and lLiiss #ills advertised the opening of a
school on Bank Street, four doors from Sycamore in 1847, for
girls and’alsa for boys not exceeding twelve years of age,
Among the attractions listed by these ladies fbr their school
were a large and comfortable room, & passage entrance, and a
*Hydrant in the yard,“zﬁ

¥rs, Wills was still conducting a school®? in 1851 in
the Mechanic's Hall, citing her fourteen years of experience

in teaching as a testimonial to the excellence of her school,
ERS, DARDER - MISS SIMMONS

Two other small private schools in operation in 1847
were that of Mrs. Darden on Old Street®® for young ladies,
and that of lMiss Ann il. Simmons for children of all ages.ag

HIS, MARY C, W3EES

In 1847, and probadbly some years before that, ¥rs, Mary

Ce ﬁeeks was running a school at her reasidence on Pearl Street.sg

27. The Intellipencer, Aug. 28, 1851,
28, 1bid, Aug. 28, 1847,

29, The Resublican, July 12, 1847.
30. Ibid, Sept. 22, 1047,



Grammar and arithmetic were especially stressed by this lady. 1In
1855 she had moved her school to larger quarters on Washington
Street, had engaged the servicés of a young lady she had prew
viously taught aakan assistant, &hd prepared to acéomma&até

more pupiis.31

Claiborne wrote this about Hrs, Eeeka:az
Mrs,. Weeks was most pcpular and beloved as a teacher, and
had rare qualifications for winning the affection of her little
pupils and training them in the rudiments of learning. I an
sure that amongst those pupils who may still be living to-day

there is not one who would not lovingly testify to her faithe
fulness as a teacher and a frlend,

MRS, TALIAFZRRO

¥rs, Taliaferro's school is known to have been in opera-
tion 1in 1847 on High Street®d and was still running in 1859.5%
Little else is known about it,

OTHER SCHOOLS

The years 1847, 1848 and 1849 produced several schools
concerning which news in print only appeared once, and none

of them exerted any great influence upon the educational life

31, South-Side Democrat, Sept. 22, 1855.

32, John Herbert Claiborne, Seventy Five Years in 014 Virginia,
Ps 104.

33. The Hepublican, Sept. 289, 1847.
34. The Dailly Express, Aug. 27, 1859,
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of Petersburg, although some may have run for several years,
What little news could be unearthed about these séhoals éili'
bé glven now.
Robert BirchettS® ran a "Classical and High School™ at
his residence on Gld Street in 1847, | |
Robert HarchbankS® had an "Academy” for boys on Market

Street in 1847, He had the fbllcwidg gbo& words for hinself:

Having had a long experience of successful teaching in
the Torthern States, and good references of character and
qualification, he thinks he ocan give pretty general satise
faction to those who may peatronize hinm, , .

lias Pamela A, Branch, who had been the principal teacher
for several years in a school®? conducted by Mrs. P. S. Gary,
upon the death of the latter, took over the school and con-
duoted it herself in 13848, | -

The Misses Walker~S were conducting & school for young
ladies in 1848, teaching both:elementary and bhigh school sub=
Jects and music.

Miss Susanna Parish®® also taught a school in 1848.

Urs, Travig Rosser announced40 that she would open in

35. The Tntelligencer, Dec. 21, 1847,
36, Ibld, Dec. 30, 1847,

37; The Republican, June 28, 1848.
33. Ibid, Sept. 8, 1848,

30. Ibid, Sept. 18, 1848,

40. Ibid, Deo. 29, 1848,
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1849 a female boarding and day school, and would have a lady
assistant. Board and tuition in Latin and in all the Eng~
lish Branches were to cost $100 for a five months session,
with extra charges for music and modern languages.,

Mrs. James M, Hurt had a school for young ladies at her
residence on Market Street in 1849, with acecommodations for
a few boarders.41

James M. Darden ran a hight school in the Exchange (now
the Petersburg Police Headquarters) in 1849, giving instruc-
tion in English, Bookkeeping, Algebra, Vocal and 1ns£rumental

Music, and Latin,??

DAVIS AND PARHAM'S CLASSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL

In 1851 there came to Petersburg a man whose influence
upon the educational, religious and cultural life of Peters-
burg was to be felt way into the twentieth century, for he
gave all the remaining years of his life to the profession
of teaching, and upon his death his duties were taken over
by hié sdn, who rétired from the profession only about three
years ago., buring the six years previous to his moving té
Petersburg, this man, dilliama T. Davis, had been Principal
of the Preparatory School of Randolph-Macon College. In

41, The Republican, Dec. 29, 1848,



partnership with Mre E. B. Parham he?®

opened a Classical
and Nathematical School in Petersburg in 1851, Nr. Parham
had been associlated with the Rev. ¥. G, Foote in another
Classical and Mathematical School in Petersburg up to this
tine, and was a g:aduate of Randolph-Hacon College., DBoth
men were highly recommended as teachers by their former
asgsociates andppatrona.

¥r. Parham was no longer connected with the school in
1853, and Mr, James H. Binford of Richmond, who came highly
reconpended by professors of the University of Virginia,
was the aasistant teaoher.44 This young man had had one
year's experience as a teacher, but like the name of ﬁavis,
the name of Binford was to be well known for many yeers in
the field of eduoation.

| ~Claiborne furnishes some information about Mr. Davis

and his school.39

Another male school was taught in the brick house, now
the parsonage, in the rear of the Union Street Methodist
Church on Union Street, by Lr. #illlams T. Davis, Kr, Davis
was a pnative of Gloucester County, but when I was a student
at Handolph~ilacon College, then located at Doydton, from the
years 1845 to 1848, he was Principal of the Preparatory De
partment, It was there that I first met him, and it was then
that I recognized the rugged honesty of character and the
unpretentions but unswerving truthfulness of life that nade
me his friend, From that time untll I stood at his bedside,

forty-three years afterwards, and closed his eyes, ny regard
- for him was unabated and unbroken.

43. The Intelligencer, Aug. 28, 1851,
44, ;bid, Sept. 29’; 1353.

45« John Herbert Claiborne, Seventy Five Years 1in 014 Virginia,
p. 101,



¥r, Javis ran this school until 1856, when he closed 1t
in order to accept & position on the faculty of the Peters-
burg Female College. His carcer will be discussed further
in the chapter about that school.

CHARLES CAMPBZLL

Notices concerning Charles Campbell's Schcél appearecd
in newspapers in 18353 through 1856, but the greatesé amount
of information about him comes from Claiborne and is quoted
here:46 |

Another male school was taught by ¥r. Charles Campbell,
the noted author of the "History of Virginia,”™ This school
was located on Halifax Street, just opposite the Rew Market,
on the old Campbell lot, which extended through from Market
Street to Halifax, Ir. Campbell was a most scholarly and
conpanionable gentleman, but he was a representative of the
old regime, in which the rod reigned., He believed in the docw
trine enunciated by Squire Jones in the "Hoosier Schoolmaster,™
*no liockin', no l'arnini"™ Only a few days ago I met with one of
his 0ld pupils who still cherishes lively recollections of
a lively birch.switch which adorned the master?'s desk. Ine
deed the rod was the right-hand assistant in every male school
of that day, and was recognized even down to the days of McCabe
a3 a powerful help to the master and a most persuasive incite-
ment to the pupil. Of late, flogging has been put away from
the schools as a relic of barbarism, and it is now held that
it serves to degrade the boy, to break his spirit, and moral
suasion has usurped the fasces.

MAS, ELIZA K. RITCHIE

This lady had a school for girls and small boys in 185547

46, John lierbert Claiborne, Scventy Five Years in 0ld Virzminia,
pe 102, :

47, The Intelllgencer, Sept. 29, 1853,
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end it was located at several different places as the years
passed by, In 1856 1t was on High Street, > in 1850 on Mar-
ket Street,® and in 1866 was in the basement of Tabb Street

Presbyterian Church.so

MRS, ROBZRT GILLIAM

¥rs. Robert Gilliiam in 1853 was conducting a school for

51 offering primary and advanced English branches

young ladles,
and French, This school was still being run in 1859, with

K. G+ deFontens listed as teacher of French.sz
THS BOLLIKGS

The Xisses Bqlling had a primary and secondaryisehaol
on Bollingbrook Straet in lBSS,ss’Higs Mary Bolliné'ﬂas teache
ing in Exs; As My Fitzggrald's boarding school for young la-
dies in 1854.54 and Krs, E. Bolling had a school on South Pine
Street in 1859.55

48. Daily Express, Sept. 5, 1856.

49, Ibid, Sept. 2, 1859. |

50+ The Daily Index, Jan. 2, 18664
51, The Intelligencer, Sept. 29, 1853.
2. Dailly Bxpress, Sept. 19, 1859.

53+ The Intelligencer, Sept. 29, 1853.
54, Scuth—Side Democrat, Dec, 14, 1854.

55. Dally Express, Aug. 27, 18359,



PETERSHUNC miﬂL«n COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

Ge E; ﬁildér..&.ﬁ., was prineipal and teacher of matheQ
matics in ihia school, which opened in 1854 on Harding Street.sﬁ
He was still condueﬁiﬁg a school in Petersburg on Union Street
in 1856,°7 but at this time 1t was known as the Petersburg Col-
legliate Institute; and was for bdya; Fildert's notice stated
this also:

The courae of study will be thorough and extensiva. reg-
ulated by rigid discipline.

BINFORD'S ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL

Jemes He Binford, who had been the assistant teacher for
the session of 1853-1854 in Williams T. Davis' school, opened
one of his own on Union Street in 1854,58 but its existence

was of short duration.
mtsa ROSE BIACHETT - HISS KATE DECKWITH

Two other Petersburg laﬁles conducting schools in 1854
were liss Rase Birchett and !153 Kate Beckwith,9®

56, South-Side Democrat, lov, 9, 1853,
57. Dally Exnress, Sept. 95 18566.

58, Sonth-8ide Democrat, Aug. 9, 1854.
59. Ibid, Sept. 5 and Oct. 2, 1854,
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MR3, ELIZA Fo GLSNN

Ers.‘ﬁlenn ran a day séhaol‘for children frem 1854 to
1859,%9 1% was first on High Streaet, then Byrne Street, and
finally on Market Street,

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR YOURG LADIES AT WsST HILL

The Misses Lucy and F. P. Nelson opened this school in
6l o
1856 and were still running it in 1859. The house used

by these ladies for their school is still standing on East

Tabb Street. Davis®?

Another attractive old-time mansion of local interest
is the #West Hill house, with 1iis solid basement and quaint
dormer windows. This house was built by the Bollings for
the steward of their estate, and it faced their long line
of tobacco warehouses that sitood on ¥Jest Hill.

wrote these words about 1t:

ROBERT KERR

Professor Robert KErf; who had been on the faculty of
the Petersburg Pemale College in 1854-1855, returned to
Petersburg after an absence of a year, and opened & school

for boys on September 22, 1056.°° Although this school only

60, Daily ggpress, Auge 15, 1859,
63.. Xbidp Sept; 6, 1858u

62. A. X. Davis, Three Centuries of in 01d Virginia Town, p. 8.

63, Daily Democrat, Sept. 17, 1856.
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- existed one year, it seemed to enjoy success, as Y¥r., Kerr was
considercd an excellent teacher., In July, 1857, a picnic managed
by pupilé of this school was given at Ellerslie, the home of
¥r. David Dunlop, who lent them his grounds for the event.6%
There were about two hun&red in the party, composed of gto-
dents of Proféssor Kerr's School, their parents ané friends,
and according to the report, it was a lively and gay affair,
with much dancing, conversétién, and ramblings through the
beautiful grounds of the estate. ﬁddresées were given by the
Rev. Ur. Leavenworth, lr. Wood, the assistant teacher of the
school, and'ﬁr. Kerr, and an essay was read by Eﬁmet Roper,
a pupil of the-schaol. A fine and bountiful dinner was seréed.
The young mnnaéera of the affair were S, G« Marks, lark Davis,
. 7. Ailliams, E. Roper, C. V. Jordan and T. Cumbra,

¥r, Xerr 4id not re~open his school in the fall of 1857,
ags he had received an appointment as Principal of the Float-
ing School, Baltimore,’> at that time the only onec of its
kind in the United States, |

OTHER SCHOOLS

Another list of schools not widely known and of short

duration is now given., Notices about these schools appeared

64. South-Side Demoorat, July 24, 1857,
65. Ibid, Auge 31, 1357.



in the newspapers of thosé days.
School for girlis.and small.bcys - lirs. Robert S. Egerton,
1856.%°
School for girls and boys - Mrs. Seigniora B. Buell,
1856-1865. Byrne Strecst, and then Sycamore Street .87 |
School for g;rls and youﬁg ladies -~ Mrs, Henrietta Z,
Ford, 1857, at residence of her father, Mr, Lewis Zimmer,
on Union Street.ea
Mrs. M. A. Gardiner's School, 1857, on Adams Street.®?
Soﬁool‘ror boys and‘girla - Lo Lippincott, assisted by
his daughter, 185?, near corner of Short Market and 0ld
Streets. ° -
School of Krs, Earable, aire of Dr, lar abla, on Mare
hall Street 1857-1859.71
Sehool of Kary 3. Jackson on 0ld Street in 1858.93
Boarding and day school for young ladies and small

boys « Tha X isses Archer, 1833. nunber 68 Bollingbroak

66. Daily Cxpress, Sept. 3, 1856,

67. Ibid, Sept. 5, 1856 and Sept. 1, 1865.
68. Ibid, Jan. 5, 1357, |

69, Daily South-Side Demccrat, Feb. 28, 1857,
70, Daily Express, May 25, 18067.

?1. Ibid, Sept. 22, 1857 and Sept. 19, 1859,
72, Ibid, Sopt. 6, 1858.




Street.vs

Krs. John R. Davis - Eleventh annual session of her

school announced for 1858.74
 School for girls and smsll boys -~ liss Mary J. Adams,

1858, near First Market. ®

Miss V. A. Roberts, 46 Smith's Row, High Street, 1858,70

Sohool for girls and small boys - Mrs, Elizabeth L.
Harrison, 1858, on Ferry Strects?? |

School for boys - J. D, Townes, 1858, in room on first
floor of the Lasonic Hall,’S ,

Select Snglish and Classical School = John De Townes
and John M. Pleasants, 1859.,79

Classical and Kathematioal School - Leonidas Points,
B.hes teaoher for four years in the Petersburg Classical Ine
stitute from 1854 to 1858 opened this school for boys in

1859, It was on Bank Street opposite the Cxchange Bank.80

73. Dailly Express, Sept. 6, 1858,
74, 1bid, Sept. 7, 1858, |

75, Ibid, Sept. 14, 1858,
VGQ.EQQQ,'Sept. 14, 13858,

97. Ibid, Sept. 14, 1858,

73, 1bid, Sept. 14, 1856.

79, Ibid, Sept, 3, 1859,

80, Ibid, Auge 13, 1859.
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School for girls and small doys - lirs. Louis G. Messen-
ger, 1859, at 27 01d Street.5l

Mrs. John Batte's School on Byrne Street, 1858~1860.82

School for girls and small boys - Mrs. Mary R. Mitohell,
11859.53 ,,

Sahool for girls and small boys - Mrs. Sarah A, Wallls,
1859, at corner of Comuerce and ¥est Streets.B4

Sohool of P. LeMessurier - Corner Bollingbrook and Seo-
ond Streets, 1859,85 |

8l. Daily Express, iug. 17, 1859,

82, Pptershurs Da@;z Intelligencer, Fay 9, 1859,
85¢_Da11y gxpress, Aug. ll, 1859,

84, Ibid, Sept. 9, 1850.

85, Ibid, Sept. 26, 1859,
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CHAPTER ¥V

PETERSBUHG®S MOST SUCCLSSFUL SCHOCLS FOR GIRLS
“1.
LEZAVENGORTH FEMALS COLLEGE

A schosl that enjoyed great popularity and prosperity
before the “ar 3etween the States was the Leavenworth Female
College, founded by the Rev, A, J. Leavenworth in 1842, This
institution for the education of young ladies offered both
preparatory and college work and rated with the best girlst
schools of its tinme,

According to Claiborne this school:l
snvssoWas located at the corner of Market and Washington
Streets and was taught by the Rev, lir, Leavenworth, a ripe
scholar and a conscientious and painstaking instructor. The
grode of scholarship in his school was always high, and the
course thorough, eapscially in mathenatics,

MHr, Leavenworth was a well known lecturer on scientific
subjects as this newspaper notice indicated:® |

. The anpual course in Mr. Leavenworth's Seminary will
commence on Thursday, the £23d. inst. 1t will comprise about
30 Leotures, in which the principles of the Science will be
fully explained and illustrated by more than 300 striking
experiments, with an extensive apparatus.

Early in the ensulng year a course in Astronony will

l. J. H. Claiborne, Seventy Five Years ip Cld Virsinia, pe 103.

2, The Intelliﬁencer, dec, 23, 147,



also be opened, the explanation of whose beautiful and sube
lime phenomena will be rendered intelligible and entertaine
ing by the aid of a large Spring Orrery, a Tellurium, Globes
and more than 100 Revolving and other Jlagrams under a powere
ful Phantasmagoria Lantern,

A few private individuals will be admitted to efther
course upon application.

A, J. Leavenworth
An idea ér the cost of a4college education for girls
in 1853 may be gained from the ehargeakliste& for this school
in that year'a |

Terms per Scholastic Year, due half yearly in advance

For Board and Tuition in all English Branches . §250
Tuition for day scholars in common English

Branches §40
Tuition for day scholars in Latin, Greek or

Higher English Branches 350
Extras « Kodern Langueges, éach 220
Yusic -~ {Piauo or guitar) 260
Kusic -~ (Harp.) from £30 tc £50 per quarter,

Contingent charge for each Course aof Lectures
and Experiments in KRatural Sciences 25

Drawing, Palnting and other Grnamental Branches at the

usual rates.

A handsome and large building was added to the physical
equipment of ir. Leavenworth's School in 18564, showing that
the school was increasing in enrollment,*

One of the social affairs of the College in June, 1855,5
was a "Floral Festival™ held by the young ladies of the school

“on the grounds of Kr, Thomas Dunn of Chesterfield, It was of

S The Intelligencer, Sept. 29, 1853.

4o South-sgde Demoerat, July 1l, 1854,
5. b;d’ June S5, 1855,




a dramatic character and uitnessedvby a large number of lady
spectators from Petersdburg. The affair wound up with a |
charming party at ¥r. Dunn's which was attended by a numercus
delegation of the "falr women and men of our city.” 1Miss
Holly Dupuy, of Prince zaward County, was Sueen of the Fese.
tival.

Leavanworth Female College was incorporated in 1856 by
an act of the Virginla State Legislature,® and then irn 1857
had the misfortune ta sufrer damages from fire.’ The builde
-ing, which was located on the corner of Harket and dashinge
ton Streets, had the ipterior of the cupola and the greater
portion of the main roof destroyed. BEvery ceiling was
ruined by water, and the total loss of between £$1500 ‘and
32000 was about half covered by insurance.

Ers Leavenworth's health was such that he could not en-
gage 1n}active teaching in 1858-1859, but he had regalned
good heélfh and was»agsin teaching during 1859-~1860,8

Ro records of the school's existence during the years
1861-1865 could be found, but it ﬁrababiy kept running on
a war time basis as some of the other schools of the city

d1d. BHowever, A« J. Leavenwyorth was still principal for

6. South-Side Democrat, Jan, 14, 1856,

7. Daily Sxpress, June 4, 1057.

8. Ibid, Sept. 8, 1859.



the session of 1865-1866.9

Reorganization of the school took'place in 1869, Rodes
Massie, a graduate of the University of Virzinia, who for
the preceding three years had been asaistant Professor of
Hodern Languages at Jashington College (now Tashington and
Lee Upiversity). becoming principal;lo The course of in-
struction was distributed into three departments, the Pri-
mary, Academic and Collegiate, The school was founded un-
der Presbyterian auépioes and after its reorgaglzation s$1ll
enjoyed the same status, but the directors of the school
were very deflinite in stating that no acctarian influence
would be permitted.

Professor liaasie came with the recammenﬁation§ of General
R. ﬁ. Lee and the faculties of Washington College an&4the
Univera;ty of Virginia.

One of the customs of this school was the awarding of
Certificates of Lierlt and Sistinetion to the young ladiles
who had excelled in various subjeots, Ilere are the names
of some to whom these ceftificates were avarded at final

exercises in 1870.11

Nazarine ¥, Akers Lucy T. Snyth
- Etta £, Donnan Luly P, Tappey
‘Annie L, Potts Bettie li. Hartin

9. Daily Express, Septs 1, 1865.
10, Daily Index, Sept, 8, 1868.
11, Ibid, June 29, 1870.
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Mary B. Kemp
MHattie B, Sykes
Maggle J. Jeddell
lagzie R, Banks
S. Adelia Radcliffe
Hary li. Riddle ‘
Helen L, loGill

" Haggle B. Callendar
Susan P, ¥iller
MHartha D. Martin
Lottie K, Leloine
Clara G. Smythe
Mary Weddell

Betty Smith
Hibernia Mollwaine
Sarah T. Venable
Anna J, McConnochie
Lily G, Fisher

M., Eva Bishop

Kate HMeG, Venable
Anna 3, Mayes
Nannie 4, Donnan
Mennie S, Martin
lollle B, Soythe
Carrie C., Sturdivant
Dora A, ¥Wells

The total number of pupils for the session 1869~la70 was

forty-nina.la

The President of the Board of Directors was the

Rev. B« He Rutherford, and the Rev. John Miller was Vige-Prese

ident, The name of the institution had been changed to the

Leavenwyorth Collegiate Seminary.

The Semlnary was listed in the Virgminia School Reports
of 1871-72 as havihg fifty-seven pupils and a faculty of six
teachers, but it had seen its best daya acd was beginning to
lose out to younger schools. The successors of Professor
Leavenworth could ne#er attain the success he enjoyed, and
the remaining years of the institution were evidently a strug-
gle to keep zoing. Eo public commencenent exercises were
held at the end of the session in 1872,13 .

The faculty for the 1872-1873 sessionl? ounsisted of

Principal Rodes assie, ¥iss Xerr, of Forth Caroiina, lilss

12, Daily Index, Aug, 17, 13870,
13, Ibid, June 27, 1872,
14, Pctersburg Index, Sept. 27, 1872,
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Petrie, of Alabama, Mrs. Rodes &assie, ¥rss Pe He Bland and
Irs. s Fo Lester, This was the lust year for ¥r, Massie as
princiﬁal. for in 1873 the trustees were inviting publicly
applicants for the pozition, which was not now as attractive
as it had once veen.t® liss Deveraux was finally selected
as prineipal,}6

The Rev. Te D. Titherspocon, lev. G, L. Petrie, and P. 8,
 Seabury were President, ?ice—President and Secretary, respece
tively, of the school.>’

fajor R. C. Anderson, of Lynchburg, was engaged as prin-
cipal for the 1375-76 session, with ﬁlés Deveraux and othe¥
teachers assisting him.la

| The last years of the school were conducted by ¥iss

Laursa Russell.lg and this once proud school suffered the fate
of many others in that it could not long outlive the man who
established 1%, ceasing to exist about 1830,

A few testinonlal letters by patrons show how well the
sohool rated at the height of its paéularity:ze

Pestimonial - From Rev. John Leyburn, D,De, of Philae

15. Index and anpeal, Sept. 3, 1873,
16. Ibid, Septe 15, 1873

17. Ibid, Sept. 19, 1873,
13, Ibid, June 28, 1875,
19, Ibid, June 17, 1880.

20, The Intelligencer, Sept. 29, 1853.



delphia, then Corresponding Secretary of the Presbyterian
Board of Zducation, pow Assoclate EZditor of the Presbyterian:

During my residence in Petersourg I enjoyed ample means
for judging of the character of the hev. }¥r. Leavenworth's
Female Seminary; and it affords me pleasure to repeat, in
writing, what I have often said verbally to my friends, that
I have never known & school in which young ladies were more
thoroughly taught, or their minds more adnmirably developed
and trained, In some of the more advanced bragches, his pue
pils have shown a proficiency in ny estimation, notl surpassed
by the best students in our best collegess I regard such an
institution as an acquisition to any ocommunity: and think
parents should consider themselves highly favored in having
the privilege of placing their children under such instruc-
tiona

Phil&ﬁ&l?hiﬁ: 1850,
John Leyburne

Testimonial = From Hon. Green Kendrick, Lieutenant GOV
ernor of Connectioutt:

I am well acquainted with Rev. Er. Leavenworih's Colle-
glate Seminary, having had, one of my daughiers under his
charge for a year and 4 halfl, and another for two years: and
I have no hesitation in saying that I believe it to be super-
ior to any other institution of the kind with which I am ac-
quainted, I consider lir. L. as posgessing peculiar quali-
fications for the station he oecupies, and believe it fo bde
nearly impossible for a youns lady to pass through a course
ol study, under his direction, without experieroing the hap=
piest results in the expansion and culture of her mental and
moral powers. He is eminently successful, nol only in sbiGe
ulating his pupils to high attainments in Science and Lite
erature, but in the development and formation of charscter,
both elegant and dignifieds ,

Green Kendrieck
Waterbury, Conn., Nov. 13849, :

Having each of us had daughters in l'r, Leavenworth's
Seminary one or two years, we fully conflrm the above testle

mony: - Rev, A, Y, Train, C. S. Sperry; Dr. James Orown, Conn.:

George Coggeshall, Je. . Spencer, 3rooklyn, HNew Yorke.
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B
MR3, INDIAKA PANNILL'S FEMALE SCHOOL

The group of excellent girls?® schools that hel?cd make
Peter;burg a ceonter of culture in the miadle nineteenth cen=~
tury would nbt be complete without the school of Mr. Indiana
Pannill, Some news about this lady is given by Claiborne:t

¥rs, Pannill waz the daubhter of the Hon. R. K. Neade,
the representative from this distriot in Congress at that
time, and subsequently Minlister to Brazil., She was a woman
of great beauty and vivacity, and a great belle, but, reject-
ing many suitors, she gave her hand %o Kr, William Pannill,
a young lawnyer of fine attainments and of brilliant promise,
but of very limited means, They opencd a school at Dre ifore
sham's in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, immedlately after mare
riage, but in about two years Mr, Pannill unfortunately died.
¥rs, Pannill then returned to this city and onered a school
herself, withdrawing entirely from the society which her
personal attractions and accompllsimonts so well Titted her
to adorne.. She gave her whole time and life o the honorable
profession that she adopted, and for twelve or fifteen years
had a most successful career as a teacher,

The exact date of the opening of Mra., Pannill's School

could not be ascertained, but was narrowed down to somewhere

{n the years 1350-1852. Her school was increasing in size
and yopularity‘and necesgitated her having an assistant, Mlss
Luey Nelson, in 1853.%

By 1854 the sehoél had grown still more, and the follow=-

1, John Herbert Claiborﬁa, Seventy Five Years in 01d Virginia,

Pe 103,
2, The Intellizencer, Sept. 28, 1853,
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1hg circular of the school gives some i1deas about it.s

Tﬁe next session of this School will commence on the
first MYonday in October next, and will close the last week
in Julye.

Its location is on Washington St., in a healthy and pleas-
and part of the city. Capscious and airy schoclrooms are being
erected for the accommodation of a hundred day puplls. Only a
linited number of boarders will be received into ¥rs. Fannill's
family; to those the nost parental care will be exztended,

Each young lady on entering this schoocl, is examined and
claased according to her advancements, The last ten days of
the session are devoted to a private examination of the pupils,
and, at its close, Premiunms are awarded in eagch class to such
as are proficient, Particular attention is paid to Composi-
tion. In the First Class a Gold ledal is awarded to the young
lady who distinguishes herself, dilver mzedsals are awarded in
the Second and Third Classes, :

Silver ¥edals are awarded for iXemplary Deportment.

There will be monthly rehearsals of the Music Pupils,
and premiums will be awarded according to thelir progress dure
ing the session,

Mrs., Pannill will be assisted by competent teachers in
each departoment, -

Cuarterly reports of the Pupils will be sent to the pare
ents,

The course of instruction embraces the following studies:

Orthography, Definitions, Reading, 7riting, English Grape
mar, Composition, Arithretic, Ceography, Rhetoric, Mental Phile
osophy, Foral Philosophy, Evidences of Christianity, Ancient
and modern History, Patural Philosophy, Chemistry, Astronony,
Botany, Mathematics, and the fiply Scriptures., Also Latin, and
French, Vocal snd Instrumental Music,

Terms per Sesslon:

Board, including washing, fuel, lights, etc. %209
Tuition in English &

3. Dally South-Side Democrab, Auge 28; 1854.
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Tuition in French 320
Tultion in Latin 510
Tuition in Drawing, per quarter 8
Plano and Guitar, each +50
Use of each instrucent % 3

The school celebrated the end of the 1854-55 session with
exercises during which Miss Jane Ruffin, eight years old, made
a speech in poetry and delivered the prizes of good conduct.
There was singing by the pupils, two of whom, Hary Hay of
Petersburg and Pattie Goodwyn of Southampton, impressed the
reporter with their excellent voices, The Rev. ¥r, Looke
awarded the prizes for excellence in classwork,%

As in the oase of the other schools, after the 1859-1860
aesslbn, there was little information available about this
school during the Civil War, but it was again mentioned in
print in 1865, with an announcenent that the scboal resumed

work September 27, 1865¢5

Professor Alexander Loos, a na=
tive of Germany, became the new instructor in music and mode
ern languagese . _

Mrs, Pannill married again beflore the 1868-1809 session,

and ber school was taken over by John H. Powell.

4. South-Side Demoerat, July 25, 1855,
5. Daily Index, Oot. 23, 1865.
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N
PETERSBURG FEMALE INSTITUTE

Mr, John H. Powell, in 1868, opened his school, first
knoun asz "Mr. Powell®'s School for Young Ladies," in the builde
ing that had until then been used by Mrs, Pannill's Sohool.t
‘urs. R. K. Meade, mother of Lrs. Pannill, was in charge of
tho boarding department,?
and lodging for the nine months session had risen from $200
to §250. '

At the closing exercises® of lr. Powell's School in 1869,

and prices were rising, for board

prizes viere awarded in Latin o Annle ¥, Paul and in French

to ¥illie R, Hill. In Mathematics a unigue situation existed,
Misses A. and L. Roper, two sisters, both had the same average,
80 each was given a prize, Other prize winners were Portia L,
Atkinson, ¥innie Z. Séckwith and Maggie Callendar,

The Petersburg Female inst!tute enjoyed reasonable suce
cess during its brief existence, but in 1871, Mr. Powell dige
continued his teaching career in P‘etersbnrg4 in order to take
over the management of a school in Richmond that had been run
bj his relative, Mr, D, Lee Powell, uﬁtil his death,

1. Daily Index, Aug. 26, 1868,
2, Dally Bxpress, Aug. l2, 1568.
3. Daily Index, July 2, 1869,
4+ The ?ro# 288, Aug. 9, 1871,



Pupils of the school who were awarded distinctions of
merit at its last closing exercises were Ceorgia B, Kay, Caro-
line County, E1iza A, Helson, Clark County, Jinnie Brown, Prince
George County, and Mollfe Stockdale, Fannie Potts, Follie Tannor,
Mary Goodwyn, Dora Hoberell, Minnie Beckwith, all of Petersburg.d

5e Daily Courier, June 27, 1871,
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THE PETERSBURG FEMALE COLLEGE

- The Hethodlsts o: Petersburg, following the example
set by the Preébyterians, who had sponsored Leavenworth
College in its earlier years, decided to interest themselves
in the education of girls, and so, adcorﬁing to Bavis,l they
bought the property on the corner of what is now Sycanmore
Street and College Place as the site of a new school to be
called the Petersburg Female College. Sycamore Street, in
those days was called ¥alput Street‘,

Originally, the building on this property was intended
for another girls' school, the Rev, Mr. Laavenwortﬂ having
sontracted for it. It was {ramed ready for dbuilding some-
where in the North and was shipped here ready to erect.® In
the meantime, Mr. Leavenworth had deoided té build a brick
struoture at the cormer of Washington and Market Streets for
his own éehocl, 80 he sold this tallor-made bdbuildinz to the
trustees of the Petersburg Female College. The building is
now the residence of Dr. A. K. Davis, son of one of the early
faculty menbers of this onde famous school.

No records could be found showing that the Methodist

l. A, Es Davis, Three Centuries of an 014 Virgiria Town, ps 16.

2. Pirckney Williamson, Ye Olden Tymes « History of Pstersburg

Virginia for Hearly 300 Years, Ps 18e



Churoh 1tself was offioially interested in the school, other
than newspaper references to such a connection, which were
found on several different occasions. The support of the
-institution probably came from individuals who were promif
nent members of ﬁha Hethodist deno&inatian in Petersburg.

A 1ist of the airactors of the Callegé was printed just
before the beginainékbt the second SBssion¢ The directors
were D'Arcy Paul, ohalrman, Williams T, Davis, J. H. Cooper,
Wesley Grigg, E. P. ﬁaéh, %illiam Lee and John'Lyon.s» Four
dt these, namely Paul, Davis, Grigg and Nash, were pr&minént
msmbers of Washington Street Methodist Church, the mother
church of Methodism in Petersburg, and at various times were
ﬁembers of its Board of Stewards.%

An editorial in one of the Petersburg papersS of 1855
tells more about the beginning of the Petersburg Female Col-
lege:

In June, 1854, forty-eight gentlemen of Petersburg and
vicinity joined together for the purpose of establishing a
ggggfl of the highastrgraae for the education of young la-

They wished to elevafe the standar& of female education.

The Association organized under the title of the "Peters-

burg Female College,"” and it was resolved to apply to the
Gereral Assembly, at its next session, for an act of incorpor-

3. Sputh=Side Demoorat, Auge 18, 1855.
4, P, He, Drewry, The Story of a Church, p. 103-~200,

5 South-3ide Democrat, Septe. 7, 1855,
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ation. A spacious lot of land on Walnut Street was purchased
for the site of the imstitution.

A large and commodious buillding has been set apart for
the Boarding House. North of the dwelling, a handsome College
Building, containing two large halls and eight recitation
rooms, has been erected, capable of accommodating two hundred
and fifty pupils., It had all the conveniences and improvements
suggested by experience and careful observation of the best
institutions of the country. The desks, seats, and other fix-
tures, are made after the most approved models. The rooms
and passages are carpeted, and provided with the best appa-
ratus for seeuring thorough ventilation, and a uniform tem-
perature,

A npnews article about a year previously had given sone
more facts about the school's equipment.6 At that time prep-
arations were being made for_its opening session, which was
to begin in the "late residence of H, D. Bird, Esq." This
was the part of the school used for the boarding house after
the elass building bdbought from Mr. Leavenworth had been com~
pleted.

The estimated cost of the buildings, apparatus, etc, was
from $25,000 to $30,000. Four or five male professors and
two or more ladies were to be secured for the faculty, and
the school was designed to accommodate two-hundred young la-
dies; who could obtain an education in any or all of the three
departments, Primary, Academic, and Collegiate. The school
was to be non-sectarian in character, although under the pa-
tronage of Methodists,

The first session was to run from September 27, 1854,

6. South-Side Democrat, July 19, 1854.



to July 15, 18556, An excellent faculty was announced before
the opening.7 The Reve. George #. Carter was to be President
and Professor of Belles Lettres, Ethics, etc. Robert Kerr,
A.¥., who had been principal of the Yestern Female High
School in Baltimore since 1844, resigned and accepted the
Professorship of Mathematics and Fatural Sciences. Williams
Te Davis, A.M,, already well known and respeoted as an edue-
cator in Petersburg, became Professor of Ancient Languages, .
and Literature., Joseph Wall, teacher of }odern Langunges,
Je Fred gulff, Music and Drawing, Miss Srma J, Taylor, Ore
namental Branches, and Miss Amanda D. Armistead, Primary
Department, completed the list,

Terms of tuition for the scholastic year were:

Prinmary department : 0
Academic Advanced English branches $#40
Colleglate « higher English branches with

_ Latin or Greek £50

Bxtras

Modern Languages, each 20
Music on Piano or Guitar , geo
Drawing in Pencil (per quarter) 8

Lectures and Experiments in Natural Sclences,

{per course) 3 5
Painting in 0il or #ater {per quarter) 210
Sacred Xusic uaily exercise Ho charge

. Boarding pupils were to live with the family of William
Lea, who occupied the College prenises. President Carter and

¥rs, Carter also ocoupled this house,

July 18, 1855, was the date df the first Commencenent of

7. South-Side Demograt, Septe. 6, 1854.



the college.8 The occaslon was celebrated with an address by
the Rev. D. S. Doggett, D.D., & prominent Methodist Minister,
His very aprropriate subject was "The Mission and Destiny of
Foman." |

- The end of the Tirst session also witnessed the resignae-
tion of one of the original faculty members, Hobert Kerr left
the oity to return to his fstner reslidence in Baltimore, but
before his departure his pupils presented him with a begutiful
tea service of .silver as a token of their love and esteen for
such an excellent teacher,

The second session, which began .on September 26, 1855,9
was an eventful one, In February, 1856, a bdill was passed by
the General Assembly of Virginia incorporating the Peterse
buré Fema1e College.lo A meeting of the stookholders of the
institution was called on May 16 for the purpose of organizing
the bollege under the act passed by the Assenmbdly. E?ery stocke
holder was requested to be present, either‘in person or by
proxy. The names of the commissioners mentioned in the Act
of Incorporation were John Lyon, ¥Wesley Grigg, D'Arcy Paul,

71llian Lea and Pa 3. Wilis.l?

i

8. South-Side Demcerat, July 18, 18535.
9. Ibid, Fov. 6, 1855,
10, Ibid, Peb, 27, 1856,

1l. The Daily Zxpress, May 10, 1856,
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Something had happened quring this second year to cause
dlssensian w1thin the achool itself; for President Carter in
June announced his resignation, giving poor health as the reaw
son 13 The same day his resignation was announced, another

article in a differesnt newspaper threw more light on the real

resson., This article is reproduced heresl™

At a meeting of the Stockholders of the Fetersdurg Fee
male College, held at the College bullding, and called at the
instance of the Rev, George 7. Carter, President of the College,
to investigate certain injurious rumors and allegations affecte
ing his conduct and administration, the following resolutions
were passed as expressing the sense of the Stockholders:

Resolved , That after a full and patlient investigation of
the several rumors and allegatlons affecting the conduct and
administration of President Carter, we are satisfied there
exists no ground of complaint against him, and that our confie
dence in his purity, integrity, ability arnd discretion is full
and unimpalred,

Resolved, That ir. Carter be requested to continue his
connection with the College, and that the directors are in-
structed hereby to use their best efforts to retain his ser-
vioces.

Resolved, That in Justice to Mr, Carter, these resolue
tions be published in the papers of the City, and in the
Richwmond and liorth Carolina Christian advocaltes, and a copy
of the same furnished to all the Stocicholders and patrons
of the College. .

Te He Hosser, Chalrman
UJs Lyons JTrs, Scoretary
The newspaper reporters of 1856 reaped much enjoyment

from the second annual commencement which took place July 16,

12, SoutheSide Democrat, June 19, 1356,

13, The Dally Zxpress, June 19, 1856«
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and some of their comments will be given latere. The speaker
of the day was the fev. Or. MeGuffey, whose Headers made him.
famous among school teachers of that era. According to the
nevs article,14 he "made an address from memory of the besu-
ties angd workiégs of nature, which was listened to with a
meritorious silence and éttention, though to our mind, the
Rev. Dootor did not throw out nuch of original thought or

- gonception on that subject, TYet it was favorable on this
occasion, and good in being out of the old-fashioned order
ch'addresses to pupils.”

The next part of the exercises conslsted of the reade
ing of soven essays, written by members of the graduating
class, These were read by some of the professors "in a
rather subdued volce."  Then diplomas were presented tc the
graduates.

ﬁext was the presentation of a gold watch as a parting
gift to Mr. Carter, who had resigneﬁ.in splte of the request
of the ﬁireetoru that he remain. The watch was donated by
the young 1ad1es of the college and presented by the Reve, N.
Te Lupton. kr. Garter responded by thanking the ladies for
this evidence of thair confidence in him.

Music and singing completed the ezercisea.

The 1list of the faculty membgrs present showed changes

from the first year,\and contained these names: « J. Fred

14, South-Side Demoorat, July 17, 18506.



dulff, Ce L. Bartlett, liiss DeBelenn, liss Kate BDeckwith,
s Te Davis, lilss £, L. Davis, and Xiss Julia Bissel.

In another article in the same issue of the South-Side

Demoerat, a reporter who probably would be called a "Columne
iat" to-day, took a {ew digs at the facully and students:

Reading - There were seven compositions read yesterday
at the Female College, not by .the falr pupils whose names
endorsed them (and more is the pity) but by "Professors” =
gentlemen through a spirit of courtesy to the ladies, were
appointed, to read these essays = well perhaps the chiro-
graphy was not over leglble - we can't say: but we certainly
can maintain that we never heard reading so badly perforaed
before by "Professors.” After all there is some philosophy
in looking effectively after the three R's.

Here are tho pames of the graduates and the titles of
the essays mentioned above.l® Audiences had to be able to
"take 1t" in 1856. |

Bettie M. Floyd: The Philosopher's Stone

Buma Yo Bolsseau: The Beautiful

laria Drummond: The Past, Present and Future

Maggie FKerr: God 1s Good

Jennie Major: o Man Lives for lilmself Alone

Mattie Davis: The Scholar's ILiope

Addie Sleppy: Shadows Je Are and Shadows Je Pursue

Mr. Carter had reconsidered his resignation during the
summer, and an announcement was made in September that he

would continue as President for the session beginning Sep-

15, The Daily Express, July 17, 1850.
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tember 25, 1856, Mr. and Mrs. Jomes Simmons, of North Caro-
lina, became the new managers of the boarding department,
the price for board, washing, etc. being $90 per session of
five months. Thé list of directors showed several changes,
being conmposed of D*Arcy Paul, Thomas Branch, Rev. John Kerr,
E. P. Hash, P. B, #ills, Benjanin P. Harrison, Richard Irby,
Peter ¥. Cogbill and Reuven Rﬁgland.lﬁ The third session of
the College opencd with an enrollment of eighty young ladiles,
and a new ?rofeasar'of Nodern Languages, P. He Montagues of
Riehmond.17
President Carter once more changed his mind and resigned
his position with the College in order to take up ministerial
duties again, and was ‘appointed pastor of the Fourth Sircet
EBethodlst Church of Lynchburg in ﬁeeember,‘lsﬁﬁ. The Virginia
Confercrce naé'unanimously requested that the Bishop return
hinm to the College, but the great demand for preachers and Mr.
Carter's own wishes dictated his decisi&n.la
The Professor of Mathematics and Fhysieal Sciences, kr,
Y. Te Lupton, was appointed President to succeed Ir, Carter,lg

and finished out the scssion in that comspacity, although he

16, Daily Fxpress, Sept. 3, 1856,
17. Ibid, Sept. 26, 1856,
18, Ibid, Dec. 8, 1856,
19. Ibid, Dec. 20, 18564



accepted the Professorship of Chemistry at Randolph-liacon
College for the nexi college year.ao . |

Shortly before thic, it had been announced that the Reve
Ailliam H. Christian, Principal of the Ralelgh Fenale Semi-
nary.rhad accepted the Pfesidancy of ?etérsburg Female Col-
lege,?l B o ‘

The third commencement of the College witnessed the read-
ing of more compoaitions by the graduates. The names of the
graduates and titles of thelr papers follow:

Julia Brownley = "The Morn of Life"

Zmma Bartlett - "Hary, Zueen of Scots”

Juliette Drummond - "Life's Tears”

Sarah E, Grigz - "Honor and shame from no condition rise

Act well your pért - there éll tie hon=-
| | or lies."
Sarah Stainbec& - "Uses of Adversity.”
Ers.,ﬁerta Re #risht delivered the Veledictory, the young

ladies presented a parting gift to President Luptonza

and the
address was by the Rev. John D, Blackwell, of Richmond.?®

New teachers for the session of 1857-1858 included, in

20. Daily Rxpress, Hay 9, 1857,
21. Ibid, May 8, 1857.
22. Ibid, July 16, 1857,

23. South-Side femocrat, June 27, 1857,
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addition to the President, &iss Es A, lacy and Prcfessar Alex~-
ander Poleman.24 Sone of the 0ld faculty members had left,
This session was rather hard on the candidates for gradﬁation,~
only three out of seven being successful.2® The lucky ladies
were Alice H, Davis of Petersburg, laura Heath of Petersdurg,
and Annie E, Manson of Brunswick, ,

The turnover in presiﬁents of this 1nst1tut1an during
its early years was remarkable, The fifth seasion‘eommeneed
with a new president in'eharge. This time the honor went to
¥illiams T, Davis, who had been with the College since its
founding. Other faculty ehangés bfought the Reve J. B¢ Ed=
wards, who was also pastor of Washington Street E?thodist
Church, W I. Cowles, Kiss M, B. Davis, and lrs. Alexandre
Poleman to the school as new teachers,.2% |

Several changes in the managemsnt and government of the
College were effected at the annual meeting of the stockhold-
ers in 1858, #. T. Davis leased the college, and as stated:
above, became its president, with full powers to select his
own faculty, e assumed the entire responsibility for its
'managemeﬁt and control. During his first session as presie

dent a Socfety of the Alumnae of the College was organized,

24, South-Side Democrat, Aug. 28, 1857,

25, Daily Express, July 15, 1853,
26, Ibid, Sept. 6, 1858.
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to hold its first annual meeting at the next commencement.
An announcenment was made that the valedictory ﬁauld not be
conferred by the Faoculty, but by the election of the Sentior
Clasa®? |

Miss Addie B, Sleppy, a graduate, was elected by the Soe
claty of theAAlumnae to receive and welcome into the Soclety
the graduating class of 1859,%8 1iss Mary Comp was the Vale-
dictorian that year, and ﬁer address was read by the Rev,
John E. Edwards, 29 |

Co=-principals were in charge of this school fbr the sese
sion beginning Sept. 21, 1858, The Rev. Joaeph H. Davis,
brother of 7. T. Davis, who had been President of iesleyan
Female College in Murfreesborough, North Carolina, became a-
ssociated in'the management of the oollege. Gagolin de Fon-
tenay was engaged as Frofesaor of Modern Languages.30

At this time the ﬁethodist Church still seemed to be in-
terested in the Petersburg Female College to some extent, as
this article shows:ol

The recent Methodlst Conference held in Lynchburg, Va.,
appointed Rev. J. He Davis, Professor in the above College

27. pDally Express, June 20, 1850,
a8, Zbig, June 22, 1850,

29, bid, July 15, 1859,
30, Ibig; Bept- l, 1859,
31. The Preas » ﬁov. 26 » 1859n



(Petersburg Female College), and Messrs. Whitehead, Lear and
Blackwell, a "visiting committee™ to the same, ,

No records could be found about the history af.this
school during the perlod of 1860-1864, but records of the
Southern Female College show that ¥, T, Davis severed his
connection with the Petersburg Female College in 1862 in order
to found the Southern Femaie Colleges.

Soon after the bloody conflict between the States had
ceased, a newspaper carried the announsément of the opening
of the Petersburg Female College, Sept.}z?. 1865. The pres-
ident for this session was William B, Carr, A.l. Other new
names were those of the Rev. John C. Granberry, Frs. F. H.
#right, Miss Annie E, Thomas, Dr,., John Herbert Claiborne, Louis
Ganbin and ¥rs, Thomas H. Koore., The nnly_ho;dover from the
pre~war period was J. Fred Wulff, BEBvidence of the considera=
tion for the impoverished condition of Southerners brought
about by the late war is shown in this part of the announce-
ment:aa |

To avoid unnecesséry expenge for dress, & neat uniform
to be worn at Church and on special cccasions will be adopted
for the Boarders and furnished, if desired, on the best
terns.

'An article in the Dally Index of July 2, 1868 described
the fourteenth Annual Commencement of the Petersburg Female

College. &8s the College was opencd in 1854, this may be evi-

32. paily Zxpress, Sept. 18, 1865.
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dence that it was operating during the Civil War. During the
1867-1868 session, Re. ¥. Smith was President, and one hundred
and eight scholars were registered for the session. The grad-
uating class was gomposed of these young ladies: Rosa Bill, |
Garysburg, N. C.; Eva Burroughs, Forfolk, Va.; Mollie Drewry,
Southampton, Va.; Cheslina Gresne, Oxford, Me.; Lucy Meredith,

Brunswick, Va.; and amily Granberry, Baltimore, L ,33

The fifteenth annual session got under way September 30,

1868 with another new president, Richard ¥. Jones, A.H. of
the University of Virginia, at the helm. As was the usual
custon with graduates of that University, he announced that
the system of teaching, as Tar as it was applicable to young
ladies; would be the same as that pursued at thé University
of v1rg1n1a.34- The College was divided into eight schools,

‘ramely: « History, English Literature, Mathematies, Natural

Sciences, Moral and Mental Sciences, Latin and Greek, lodern
Languages, and Husice A preparatory school was run in connece
tion with the college. Mr. and Mrs. F. M, Aright were in
charge of the boarding department, and DY*Aroy Paul was still
President of the Board of Directors.

fwo changes in the faculty ococurred in February. =arnest

legarde, formerly Professor of Kodern Languages at Randolphe

33« Paily Index, July 2, 1868.
34, Ibid, Jept. 16, 1868.
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Hacon 0011e5e, accepted a like position with this college. The
other ohange was one regretted by all friends and patrons of
the school, the resignatian‘sf Profeasor J.AFred}@ulff, who had
been with the eo;lege since its founding 4in 1a54;35 Professor
Wulff, in his capaclty as Profesacr of luasile, had contributed
rmach to the culture and entertainment of Petersburg, and his
departure on Tebruary 24 was a loss to the city.

' A newspaper article in 1869 mentioned the fact that the
Petershurg Fenale College was one of the institutions in which
the Methodist Church was interested,>®

The sixtéedth annual session was remarkablé Por the fact
that the sane president was in charge for the second year in
suécession‘sv Graduates for that year were Agnes G. Strange.
Louisa County, and Mollie S. Burns, Linda S. Cogbill, and Vattle
A. Rowlett, all of Petersburg.38 o

From this time on, all evidence seemed to point to the
fact that the College was on the decline, Fewer men wore enw
pleyed as teachers, the enrollment dropped, and financially,
the school was in an unhappy condition. Huch of this was

brought about by‘the irmprovenent of public education in Petersw

35. Daily Express, Feb. 24, 1869.
36. Ibid, Feb, 26, 1869.
37. Daily Index, Sept. 17, 1869.
38. Ibld, July 7, 1870.
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burg. People were beginning to fird out that the pudlic schools,
no longer thought of as charity institutions, could offer work
on a level with the more expensive private institutions.
Brockwell states:®9
seevefrOon the esfablishmeﬁt'cf the Anderson School in
13821 until the organization of a Board of Zducation in 1868,
interest in public educatlion grew until Petersburg was wille
ing to expend annually from its own ipcome a considerable
sum for the support of free schools, This interest was even
more strongly manifgsted when, in 1868, Petershurg becans one
of the first towns in Virginia to organize 1ts own Board of
BEducation to formally inaugurate a system of public education.
The Petersburg School System had heen in operation for tus
years before tihe State Board of Sducation was formed in 1870,
Mra, F. M. firight succeeded lir. Jones as principal of
the school in 1870%0 and continued in that positlon for seve
eral years. The faculty at the begioning of the session in
1871 was composed of Krs. iright, lirs. Virginia Randolph Hage,
Mrs, Nannie Buford, Fe. C. Hahr of the University of Upsuls,
Sweden, and Thomas D. Davidson, who had long been considered
one of Petersburg's best teachers;ﬁl
Statistics in the Virginia School Reports, 1871-72, show
that this schocl had fifty one puplils,
Essayists for the commencenment exercises in 1872 were

Fannle ¥, Drummond and Mizzie L. Gibson of Fetersburg, snna

39, Henry B, Brockwell, History of Secondary Fducation in
Poatersbhurg, Virginia, p. 64.

40, Daily Index, June 28, 1871,
41, Ibid, Sept. 4, 1871.



R. Prince of Sussex County, end Ida E, Thackston of Farmrille.4g
The titles of the essays were no longer published, causing a
lack of information as to the line of thought of the educated
young lady in that year.

Becipients of diplomas at the end of the session in 1873
were Zva Martin, Mary Schoolfield, Mollie Rainey and Ida
Lownes 25

A larger facully was announced for the 1873-74 session,
but no information could be gathered concerning the enroll-
mont. The teachers were lMrs, F. Le right, Heve Re H. Sledd,
J. B. Budwell, Mrs, Armand Preot, Fred C. Hahr, E. B. Branch
and Ore %e Le Baylor.44 It was the custom of wany private
schools of that day and later to list as members of the face
ulty anyone connected with the school; such as the matron,
boarding-house manager, or thé phyﬁician whé gave medical -
attention to boarding pupils. Such may rot bave been the case
in this instance, but gnmerbns private sohoocl catalogues have
resorted to practices sunh as the above in order to give the
school a more impressive appearance to prospective customers,

The final year of lrs. dright's leadership proﬁucéd three
graduates in 1876; Pattie £, Barham, Annle L. Demarest and

42, Petersburg Index, Sept. 27, 1872,

43, Daily Appeal, June 25, 18735.
44; Index and Appeal, Sept. 19, 1873,



Annie J. McConnoohie,2d

¥rs,. dright's son, Frank ¥, ¥right,
Jre, succeeded her and retained the principalship until the
school closed 1ts doors. 46 145 faculty at the beginning of
the 1877-78 session contained tihe names of #illiam B, Carr,
Reve J« Powell Garland, lirs. F. C. Hahr, Miss Fanny H, HeGill
and ¥, C, Hahr. Dircotors of the school were President James
P. 71llianson, Secretary P. S. Seabury, Treasurer D. B, Dugger,
Thomas ¥, Mason, fobert Harrison, George Cameron, Dr. David
Steel, Te Ju Jarratt, E. M. 7illlamson, J. ¥. Ridley, F. M.
Wright and Dre. J« He Claidborne,  3Board and Snglish Tuition were
1isted at 3200 to §220 per session.?”?

- The fipancial condition of the College became public news
on February 15, 1878, as shown in the following motice concern-
ing the Petersburg Female College.i8

By virtue of a deed of trust dated February 5th., 1878
and duly recorded, from the Petersburg Female College to the
undersigned, we shall on Saturday, the 2nd. day of March, at
4:30 o'clock, P.M.s Oon the premises, sell at auction that
very valuable building and lot¢ on Sycamore Street, fronting
thereon about 50 feet and running baok to an alley about 150
feet, and known as The Petersbur ; » together
with the School Room Furniture, Gﬂemical and Philosophical

Apparatus, otc. Aslde from all the advantages of this prope:
erty as a College, the building might be converted, at a small

45, Index and Appeal, June 21, 1876,
éﬁ.Ibiﬁ, Sept. é, 1876,

48, Dally Post, Feb. 15, 1378.

82



cost, into a desirable fanily rosidence, and capitalists would
do well to examline as an investment,

TOorns - One-fburth:cash; balance 3, 6, 9, 18, 15 and 19
rmonths credit, interest added, for approved endorsed nesotie
able notes and title retained until final paynment.

Purchaser to pay taxes for 1878,

J. fiesley Friend )

Charles S. Stringfellow ; Trustees

H. He HeKenney N . :

Pannill and Son,
Auctioneers,

“The property of the College, which at the faﬁnding cf
the school, was heralded as costing from £25,000 to 330,000,
was bought April 9, 1878 by Harmon ¥. Siggins for {3650.%9
Arrangements wgrﬁ evidently made with the purchaser for the
school to continue using the building, C5r it aid not ohange
its location until 1381, | f

The lone graduate in 1373 was Florie‘s.‘ﬂarriaan'of Po=
tersburg.>0

‘Principal F. M. 9right, Miss Sallie X, Halliday, liiss
Christie Burns, Y. C. Hahr and lMrs, F. C. lahr were the fac~
ulty at the beginning of the aession,&egtemher 13, 1878,51
an@ at thevconelusien of the séssion, full diplomas were o=

wa:ded tg Laurg Je Tinsley and Sallie W Eason.sg

49, Daily Poat, April 10, 1878,

50. Ibid, June 21, 1873,
51, Ibid, Sept. 5, 1878.
52, Index and Appeal, June 25, 1879,
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Full graduates in 1880 were Ruth Alley and Lula Fhite
hurat .53 | | |

HMiss Laura Russell replaced lMr. F. C. Hahr on the faculty
and at the end of the session 1n 1881, Katle %hitehurst‘ofvvy
Petersburg and Fannie Miller of Ashland, Virginia were declared
full gfaduates.54

Ferdinand $ahwenek and J. Le Buford became tezchers in the
school in 1881 and Miss Holliday ceased to be a member of tha
faculty.9® The session marked a change of location for the
achool, which occupied as its new quarters the b&ilaing at the
gorner of Iarket and Washington Strects ksown fozmerly as the
Leavenworth COllege.sa ‘
, Ro publioc announcement was made giving the némes of the
graduates in 1882, but Mr. Wright issued a public statement to
the effact that some eighty pupils had been in attendance durw
ing the past sesaion and that he would positively open his
school again the next session, regérdlass of all reports to
the contrary.>’

The faculty for the final session consisted of Principal

$3. Index and Appeal, June 13, 1850.
54. Ibid, June 25, 1861,
55. Ibid, Septe 9, 1881,
56 Ibid, July 12, 1881,
67, Ibid, June 15, 1882,



Fs U Gright, liss Burns, lisg Deveraux, Mr, Schwenck and Miss
K. E. Voody."8

The last full graduate of this school which ended its exe
istence in the old Leavenworth school building was a young lady
bearing the same name. OShe was Miss Hester Leavenworthe The
eammeﬁoement was marked bythé farewell address from Mr. dright,
who severed hls conncction with the college in order to engage

in other business .59

8. Index and Appeal, Sept., 1, 1882.

g, Ibid, June 19, 1883,
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A school for girls that was in existence for many years
was run by the above lady. It was situated on Harriaan‘Street

1 and tuition was £30 for ten months, This school was

in 1656,
probably opened apout 1843, for an announcement of 1ts sixe
teenth annual session was made in 1858,2 and tuition had been
increased to 40 for ten monthé. It was st41l in existence in
1834, evidently carrying on business through the war days, aaé
tuition charges reflected the iInflation brousht about by these
oonditions. Tuitlon for a session of five months was 275,
"Music on Planoc, with use of instrument™ was £80, and the charge
for fuel was $5.,° 1In 1871 it was announced that Latin, French
and Fusic would be taught in addition to a thorough course of
instruction in the English Branches.? No further 1nfnrmatis§
could be secured about lrs, Schoolfield's Female School, which
probably ended its more than twenty-cight years of service soon

after that,.

1, Deily Express, Auge 16, 1856,
2. Ibid, Septe 6, 1658,
3. Ibid, Sept, 1, 1864.
4+ The Progress, Aug. 21, 16871,
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DAVIDS0N ¥EMALZ COLLEZGE

After serving on the staff of the Petersburg Classical
Institute, first as,teacher and then as principal, Thomas D
Davidson decided to open a school of hls own, which was firsg
called the Eavidéon Seminary, but later was better known as
Davidson Fenmale College. Part of Mr, bavidson's residence on South

1 shile a ball and reci-

Harket Street was used for the school,
tation room were added to the structure. According to a news-
paper notice,® the hall, or school room, was 39x30x12 feet in
dimensions and was "finely lighted and handsomely furnished
with desks of highly finished and beautiful style.™ The reci-
ﬁation room as also well adapted to its uses., The first sesé;on
opened September 28, 1859, |

Davidson's school enjoyed a fﬁit degree of success for a
few years, but it, too, could not compete with the younger and
mcré progressive Southern Female College which began its rapid
growth after the Civil War, and went out of existence about
1873. In that year, Professor Davidson was offered the position
as prinoipal of the Petersburg High School, but he declined the

offer in order to accept the presidency of the Stonewall Jaoke

le Daily Express, Apre 18, 1859,

2. Ibid, Sept. 27, 1850.




son Female College at Abingﬂcn.'?irginia*a The Professor and
his family left for Abingdon on September 11, 1873 to take up
his new duties there, and the whole city regretbedlthe departure

of one of Petersburg’s oldest educators in years of serviee.4

3« The Rural lessenger, hug. 23, 1873,
4, Irdex and Appeal, Septe 11, 15673a
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ST. PAUL'S CHUARCH SCHOOL
(LATZR - ST, PAUL'S FEMALE SCHOOL)

The school building that had been used by Kr, Fowell for
his Petersburg Female Institute did not remain empty long, for
the Rove Jo He Do Wingfield, Rector of St. Psul's Episcopsl
Church, took over the building for a school for young ladies
in August, 1871, the year Mr. Fowell went to Richmond.® This
school was strietly a Church School while it was run by the
Rev. #ingfleld, who was its President and Reotore The Right
Reve John Johns, DeDes L.leD, and the Right Esv./?rancis_ﬁ.
whittle, D.D, were Visitors Exegfficioe Hugh Craig, Mesie,
Cambridge College, Zngland, who had formerly taught at the
University of Virginia; was first~assistant.2 Subjzots taught
included all the branches of iInglish, Ancient and lodern Lane
guages, iathematics, Vocal and Instrumental Music.

In its first year, St, Paul's Church School had an ene
roliment of sixty-eight pupils, seven teachers, and charged
sever dollars & month for tuition.®

The faculty for the sccond session of this institution

o thn

1. The Progress, Auge 9, 1871,
2. Ibid, Auga. 23, 1871,

3. Yirginia School Renorts, 1371=-72, p. 216,



consisted of Dr. Wipgfield, President, the Rev, Aristides S.
Smlth; Vice-Rector, ¥iss Eilen De Browniow, tadame Marle De
Bouligny Myrick, Lrgs. C. BEa aaﬁﬁell, Fiss fliza hill. He Se
S.mpson, and F. Cs. Eahr.4 The last named professer also
taught music in the Petersburg Yemalie College duriag the
same years he vas connected with St. Paul's Scﬁoal. Sal-
aries in private schools of that dﬁy were not noted for
their magnitude, and many of the teachera made both ends
meet by teaching in two or more sahools at the same tire,
Thore was one changs in the faculty for 1873, Profese
sor J. G. Griswold taking the place of Hiss Brownlow.® He
possessed a8 Qasher of Arts Degrec, had continued his studies
in Zurope and subsequently filled t&e Chair of lModern Lan-
guages at the University of San Gristobol, Havana, Cuba,
and after that held a similar position at the University of
Alabama before coming to Petershurg.ﬁ
Some of the §u9113 of the séhoal in 1873 were Nannle
Pond, Georgle B. ﬁay, Virginia Pegram, Eleanor A. Huri,
Victoria Dodson, Lena ﬁillson. ¥arian Dodson, Flla Booth,

Corinne Davis, Eatie Strachan, Eartha Jeter, Susan Plummer,

4. The Petersburg Index, Sept. 27, 1872,
S« The Tndax and Appeal, Sept. 2, 18750

6. Pollook, Historlcal and gduatria; guide to “etersburg,

VI.I'E’IiL‘;la s Ds 250

90



Susan Cooper, Sallie Watkins, Kate Beclowith and Virginis
Harbury.’ | '

Professor Griswold became the Principal at the begine
ning of the 1874-75 session, which was the last year the
school was known as St. Paul's Chureh Sahoal*a Fron then on
it was St, Paul's Female School, for }r. Griswold took over
the management of the school, discarding its religious bias,
and continuing it as a non~seotarian private school,® vﬂhﬁer
its new management, the school enjoyed great popularity for
a number of years,

In 1878, the school sponsored the first exhibit in Pete
ersburg of Zdison's talking machine, lNr. Griswold explained
to the audiencé how this marvelous machine workeé and then
the'man who wasvperfcrming the ﬁemohstratios nade records and
played them, TFeople df that day glaﬁiy paid twentyafi#e cents
to see "this miracle of modernkéeiehce.”la

The firat full graduate in all the departments of the

school was Niss Susie Cooper, who received her diploma in

June, 1879. According to tha,acdount of the presentation “the

7« The Daily Appeal, June 23, 1873,

8. The Rural Nessenser, Sept. 12, 1874,

.9+ Pollock, Historical and Industrial Guide to Potersburs,
Virginia, p. 236.

10. Index and Appeal, July 2, 1878.
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standard was high, and faithful labor had been required to

reach 1t."1l

The site of this sehool in 1880 was 27 Union Strect. 2

In 1831 a boarding department was added, Professor Griswold

13 A starte

opening his home to & limited nunmber of students.
ling innovation was also announoced at the same time 4in the
same news article:

The highest standard ¢f scholarship continues to e naine

tained in this sohool, and its teachers still keep abreast of
the times in all approved methods and text books., Examinstions

“have been done away with, and for the future, quick sharp re-

views will be had at stated intervals for the purpose of teste
ing the scholars® proficieney. Prof. Griswold thinks by this
means $0 avold "cramming™ and also the loss of time consumed

by examinations,

Miss Lillie ¥. Goodwyn, who had attended St. Paul's for
eight years, was a full graduste in 1888, The closing exer~
cises were complimented by the ﬁewspaper thus: "The entertalpe
ment had the rare merit of beginning on tiwe, being reasonadbly
brief, and not an afflictive dispensation in the way of speech
making, L% ,v. | ,'

Téachersfin 1882, in addition to Griswold, were Ferdinspd

Sehwenck, Mies Laura M. Russell, F. C. Hahkr, ¥iss V. L. Fajor,

1l. Index and Appeal, June 21, 1870,
12. Ibid, Septe 13, 1880. |

13, Ibid, 4ug. 12, 1881,

14, Ibid, June 21, 1882,
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Miss Lossie Hill, and Miss M, E.;Mncdyals H¥iss Jessie Donnan
and Miss Hittle Patteson had replaced Hahr and liss loody by
1634,18

Zlections held at closing exercises in June, 1884, dee-
cided that the prattiest girl in the school was Sallie Mann,
the moat popular was Gracle Young, and the quiefieat'was Lizzie
Bolling.t?

At commencement in 1888, Certificates of Distinotion were
awardéd to Susiez Cameron, Belle Green, Mary Pattesoﬁ,'aenie
Smith and Mattie d@right. Gold Medals were awarded to Lena
Davis, Fannie Hinton, Carrie Jones, Besaie Minetree, Lillian
Nichols and Bettie Willcox.i® |

Fannie Hinton became & full graduate of the school in 1890,1°

According to some of the older residents of Potersburg,
cld age finally caused Professor Griswold to discoatinue teach-
ing about 1890 or 1891, and Miss Laura }!, Russell bacame the
head of the school from the time of his retirement until the
| 1803-04 sesslon.?0 This session, Horace Epes became Principal

15’ Index and A 333.1 Sept. lg la8s, |

16, Pollock, Historical apd Industrial Guide tp Petersburg,
1 Virginia, pe 174«

17, Index and Appeal, June 14, 1884.
18, Ibid, June 16, 1833,

19, Ibid, June 14, 1890.

200 Index-x\gge&l, Sept. 2) 189?!!
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and Miss Russell was assistant~?rincipal.21 and the sshool had
au enroliment of sixty-five pupils, mostly from Petersburg and
the ad jacent counties .22 \ ‘ A

Mre Epes did not return the next sessicn and liss Russell
agalin becane Princigal, assisted by 1 133 Ea Hea Pat%eson.za
This was the last year for'ot. Paul's Female ochoal, which likﬂ
other private schools, had been built araund the pexrsonallity of
a great man temchor, in thils ipstance lir. Griswold, and could
not continue long without him,

An advertlscment in August, 1895, announced that kigs
Linda Cogbill, with an assistant, would re-open the school
: September 25 1f she could secure a sufficient number of pu=
pils.®* Since nothing else was found concerning the school,
she was probably unsuccessful in getting the pupils.

Miss Ruasell continued teaching, however, running her own
private school and offering prepargticn for college or high -
school.2® 1In 1903, her school had three teachers, and was held

at 2 North Adams Street,-° wiere it lasted until about 1910.

21. Index-ippeal, Sept. 13, 1893

22+ The Cockade City, A Publication by the City of Petersburg,
Va., p: 4?0 :

23, Index-ippesl, Sept. 2, 1894.
244 Ibid, Auge 27, 1895
25, Ibid, Sept. 1, 1395.
26. Ibid, Sept. 6, 1903,
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SOUTHZERN PRUALE COLLEGE

The most famous of all the girlst' schools in Petersbufg
began its long and distinguished service during.thé dark days
of the War Between the States, and ended its exlstence only a
few months before the nation was drawn into #orld War II.

dilliams T, 3avis, who had been nne of ihe founders of'
the Petersburg Fenmale College in 1854 and had sexved it both
as profesaor and gresident, withﬁrew from that school in 1862
to establish a girls' school of his own, naming it the South-
ern Female College. It ﬁas chérteréd’in 1863 by the C§nfad-

i

erate legislature,™ and carried on its work of educating the

yonng women of Petersburg throughout the War with the excepe
tion of a few months in 1864-65‘ 7'

These memorable early days of the school were rich inv
historical interest. and were described in the following
manner by Dr. A. K. Davis, the son of its founder'a

- 0n the .ee memorable ninth or Iune, 1864, the founder
and president of the college, #illiams 7. Davis, like Prof.
Staubly, was in Archer's command in the Eives farm fight in
defence of the city, while three of his sons were in other
commands. It was probably because of his absence that the
college girls were grouped on the front piazza on this June
day, At any rate, it is a fact that as Graham's battery of
four guns came dashing and swaying up Sycamore Street, with

1. A, K, Davis, Three Centuries of an 0ld Virginia Town, p. 15.
2. Ibid, Pe 15~16a
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the men on the caissons olinging for life as they rushed to
drive back Kautz's advance up the Kew Road, they were cheered
by the college girls with a gspirit and strength that made the
cheer sudible above the rumble of the cannon. On went the
guns, the two brass howitzers turning into the Few RHoad, and
the two rifled guns going into position on the orest of the
Deleotable Heights in time to repel the attaock,

Through & long part of the siege, the work of the college
was carried on dally, the hours of lecture being arranged so
girls might not go tc and fro during the fixed hours of bhome-
bardment. The bombe~proof cellar iz still to be seen to which
the resident students retired during the shelling. The spot
in the grounds is still shown where the shell fell during the
siege, and the other spot wherc the silver zas buried in ane
ticipation of the capture of the city. Fipslly the danger
became 80 great that the school was removed to Danville, where
1t was located when the last meeting of the Confederate cabinet
was held there, Immedlately after the war the college was -
gain established in its o0ld home in Petersburg.

It was during the winter of 1864-65, during which the
siege of Petersburg was approaching 1ts climax, that the school

wés moved to Danville, where it was known as Danville Female

0011333.5 The suﬁmer of 1805 witnessed the return of Mr, Davis

to Petersburg and the reopening of the Southern %emale College
in Segtember.

. Er; Davis, whose first wife hod died a few years before,
married ¥iss C, V. Robinson in 1862.% In addition to his own
services in the defence of Petersburg, as related above, he
had given three sons to the service of the Confederacy. One
died at Chancellorsville, and one was wounded in the Battle
of the Crater at Petersburg.

3¢ Index and a eal, July 20, 1888,
4, J. H, Claiborne, uaventgurive Years in 014 Virginia, pPe 102,
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The return of peace in 1865 enaﬁleﬁ the school to re-open
September 27, 1865.° W. A. Shephard, formerly of Randolph-
¥acon College, was one of the new teachers sécured for the new
session, and the institution embarked upon an era of prosperity
unequalled by any other girls® school in 9etersbur5.

During the session of 1867-68, the enrollment was one-
hundred and eighty, which was an 1ncréase_of twenty~five per
cent over the previous year.s The ten young ladies who grade
uated were Maggie Atkinson, Zmma Alley, Florence Sutler, Bettie
Lee Brown, Sallie Holmes, Xollle Holmes, Eva . Harrison,
priscie Saunders, innette Drummond and Laura Husselles’

~ Board and English tuition for a session of twenty weeks
cost $150 in 1868,% Another new teacher was added to the faoe
ulty in 1870, Xiss Hary dalker.®

The first complete listing of the faoulty was for the
187172 session, when it consisted of #. T. Davis, Rev, C. He.
Hall, R. B. Davis, Miss L. V. Major, Kiss Bettie Jones and Mias

Adaie Moore, 0

S5« The Daily ZExoress, Sept. 1, 1865,
6. Daily Index, June 27, 1868,

7. Ibid, July 1, 1868,

8. Ibid, Sept. 16, 1868,

9, Ibid, ‘Sept‘. 20, 1870.

10, The Progress, Septe 1, 1871,
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The continued growth of Southern Femsle College made ne
ceasary its first addition. ‘Plans;for thia‘iuerease iﬁ the’
physicel plant were announced in 18?1:11 Théy included a study
and a eoncert hall ta be added te the ariginal building, wnieﬁ
gave 1t a frontage of forty feet on Synamora Street, and a
depth or sixty feet. The roof of the bullding and the toaer
were finished in the French style, and the,oost:of these im~
provements was estimated to be 24000,

According to the same annauncemeﬁt, the College was under
the patronage of the ﬁéthadists of Petersburg. The pastor ana
the organist of %&shingten Street Hethodist Ohﬁrch were mehe
bers of its faculty, and the president and entire faoulty or
the College were members of ﬁashington Street churoh. It was
probable that the connection between this school and the Ketho-
diathhureh was of the same orxder as that between this church
and the Petersburg Female College.

At the éommencement exercises in 1872, winners of medals
for merit were Annie KcKenney, Rosa E. Harrison, Annie L. Brad-
bury, Bettle flam, Annle Minetree anﬁ Cora Harrison 2

- A tribute to the grcwing Tame cf Southern Femsale college,
as it appeared in the Cﬁristian Advocate, was reprinted in the
paily Appeal of May 13, 1873: |

11, Dailz Ind@x, Sept. 20, 18710
12, Ibid, June 26, 1872.
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I have already written more than I intended, but I cane
not elose without saying a few words about the COllege and its
gifted President. ; A .

The College is beautifully located on the west side of
Sycamore Street, near the lLawn, in one of the most pleasant
and healthy sections of the ¢ity. The bulldings are commo=-
dious, embracing a large study-hall, two lecture rooms, four
music-~rooms, and a room for paintinpg, all exclusive of base-
mentes It 18 supplied with chemical and philosophical apparge
tus, desks, etc., of the most approved consiruction, having
been purchased in Forthern cities since the war. Planos,
gultars, maps, globes, books, etc., etc.s are provided in the
College. The course of study in the preparatory and colle-
glate departments embraces all the subjects taught in schaools
of the highest grade.

The President, #illlams T, Davis, i.ll,, {(assisted by an
able faculty), 1s a gentleman who has devoted his high mental,
moral and religlous endowments to the great cause of education
during the long space of thirty years. --From his classical
attainmpents the maturity of his intellect, his polished manners,
his large experience as a teacher, his industry and perseverance
and his conscientious discharge of all his duties, he is eminent
1y qualified to preside over an institution of this kind; and '
those who wish to give a thorough Christian edusation to their
daughters will do well to commit them to his charge. . _

Like other private schools of that period, it was tﬁe,
custom of Southern Female College to award diplomas to stu- -
dents who had ooﬁpleted work in particular subjects., Ree
¢cipients of such diplomas in 1873 were Ida 8ishop, Annie Paul,
Lillie Bass, Sallie Simpson, Florenée Young and Jinnie Carroll,
while Annie Bradbury and Florence angs were full graduaﬁes.ls
Mr, Wa Jones, a graduate of Virginia Military Institute,

became a member of the faculty in 1874 14

13, Daily Appeal, July 2, 1873.
-149 Indei and ép})éa}., Sept. 1' 1874.




A& list of students who received diplomas in varilous sﬁb-
jects, including English History, Ratural History and Hathema-
tios, contained these nazes, many of them still as familiar
to residents of Fetersburg to—éay as they were in 1875; Lillie
3, Bass, Bottie V. Drewmry, lda &, Johnson, laura V, Jones,
Haryxa. Kemp, Hinnle £. Leigh, Cassie Le Stark, Phoebe A
Steere, Amy 0. Steere, Alice L. Smith, Indie R. P, Festbrook,
Annie M, Wheary, liary E. Young, Luey i« Cogbill, Frances G,
Bain, Laura’ﬁ. Badgef and Mary P, Gresham.ls

Mr. 0. S. Harris, who had been an assistant professor at
Randolph=lacon College, joined the faoculty in 1875.16

The two full graduates in 1876 were Lillie Bass and Hiarie
Be Kemp.l7

The Petersburg City Directory, 167?-?8, dantained the
first 1ist of {trustees of the College that could be foundﬁin
this study, and 1t is reproduced here: =

| SOUTHERT FRLLE COLLEGE
Te Te Davis, A0, - President
| Board of Trustees

Dr, H. G, Leigh, Pres. T+ L. He Young, Secretary
Dr, Je He Claiborne Pe Jo Holmes

15. Index and Appeal, June 235, 1875.
16. Ibid, Sept. 21, 1875,
17. Ibid, June 21, 1876.
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Geo. V. Scott , A. As Allen
Yarner Bubank ' Edwin Broun
Capt. S, i Venable . ~ We 8. Harrison

Col., R, M. Harrison

Re He Lyell

P. Hes Booth

Dr, Geos Co Starke -

e Te Davis

This same Directory gave the inrozmation that expenses
for one year, including board and a full course of tuition in
English, Mathematics, Moral and Mental and Physical Science,
would be $220.

Graduates in 1877 were Laura Jones, Minnie Leigh, Mary
Young and Bettie V. Drawry.la At this commencement, a prese -
ent was given to lr, Davis as a tribute ol the affection in
which he was held by the pupils of his school,

. The faculty for 1877-78 was'composed ofvﬁ. Te Da?is; Ra
B. Smithey, Miss L. V. ajor, Hiss S. H. Deveraux, and Miss
Anna 3. Jones.lg

Southern Female College wasralwaya noted for the exeel»
lence of its musical department, and the addition of a new
Kason and Hamlin organ to the equipment increased 1ts prés-‘
tige in 1878,%°

Other full graduates of the school during its early years

18, Index and Appeal, June 20, 1877;
19, Daily Post, Aug. 9, 1877.
20. Inacx and Appeal, Feb._ll. 1878,



were Cassie Starke in 1878,31

Ida E, Baxter and Martha D.

Rtddle in 1879,°° Lola Dean, Mollie Riddick and Waumnie D,
MoIlwaine in 1880.25 | |

The faculty in 1861 consisted of W. T. Davis, Gerdinand
Schwenck and the lisses L. V. ¥ajor, Bettie Z, Jénes. Se. He
Deveraux, Florence Jones, Martha D, Riddle and Sallie R.
Davis.Z% |

All of the commencement exercises of Southern Female
College were téatured»by mnsical concerts given by the musie
classes, one night generally being turned over to this evente.

The concert given by the classes of lMiss Hajor and Miss Jones

~during the commencement exercisesvar 1882 drew this corment

rram the press:as

The sudience was large, select and well behaved, except
various specimens of the small boy who were obstreperous as
usual. The small boy at a musiocal audience is not a suocess,
He 1s best sulted to basabsall matches and coroner's inquests.

At the beginning of the 18835-84 session, the course of
study was arranged in seven schools. ‘They were the achools
of English and History, Natural Science, Yoral Secience, Mathe-

matics, Latin, French and }usic. The college was free from

21, Index and Appeal, June 26, 1878.
22, Ibid, June 18, 1879,
23, Ibid, June 24, 1880,
24, Ibid, Sept. 13, 1881,
25, Ibid, June 13, 188z,
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debt and on a permanent basis, with ¥, T. Davis still its
preaident.zs The histories of Southern Female College and
the Petersburg Female College offered & great contrast in one
way especially., During its entire life of over seventy-five
years, the Southern Female College had only one change of
presidents, that being caused by the death of 1ts first.

The existence of Petersburg Temale College, covering & period
of twenty-nine years, %as marked by a succession of eight
different presidésts. .

Laura R. Blincoe, Katheripne £, Bradbury, Yary A, Christ-
ian, Belle R. Cuthbert and Ida i, EZdwards were graduates in
1884.27 Essays by these graduates were read by accommodating
géntleman at the commencement exercises, it still gct belng
ca#sidered decorous for a young lady to be so bold as to ap-
pear on a platform for this purpose.

Sone other gradustes were Daisy Hobbs and Ethel Hall in
1805,%8 Minnie Brooks end May Bridgers in 1886,%9 Mary Brown,
Olive lorgan and Hellie Powell in 1888.3o

Mr, ¥illiams T, Davis, the founder and president of

26+ Index and Appeal, 3ept. 17, 1883. |
27, Ibid, June 18, 1884¢ |

28, Ibid, June 13, 1885,

29, Ibid, June 17, 1886,

30. Ibid, July 4, 1888,
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Southern Female College, died July 17, 1888, at the age of

31 Fuch has been written about this gentie~

seventy two years,
man who contributed so greatly to education in Petersburg. A
thorough and consclentiaua‘taacher, he also possessed adminis-
trative ability, for he had served as principsal of three dif-
ferent schools during his thirty-seven yeérs of residence in
the city., Iis physiealvconrage led him to take ug arns in dee
fence of his beloved city when endangered by the invader. He
was admlired and loved by those he taught. The religious life
of the oity benefitted as a result of his association w1th it,
as he was a nmember of ﬁashingtan Street llethodist Church dure
ing his residence in Peterﬁburg, being a member of its Doard
of Stewards for tﬁegty years and superintendent of 1its Sunday
School for fifteen years;az

~Arthur Kyle bDavis, a son of #illiams T. Davis by his
second marriage, became the second and last president of the
school, upon the death of his father. A young and ambitious
man who shortly before this had been awarded his Master of
Arts Degree by Randolphelacon College, he entered 1nto his
work as president with zeal.‘and brought the»schoél 1ts‘moét—

successful years in its long and honorable history.SS

31. Index and Avpeal, July 18, 18383,
32, Ibld, July 20,.1888, '

33+ J. He Claiborne, Seventy Five Years in 014 Virginia, p. 102.103,




105

The other members of the faculty for the 1888-89 session
were Mrs. O. 3, Yorgan, Viss Mary Weddell, Paul Petit, A.B.,
Miss S, R, Davis, ¥iss K, Z. 3Bradbury, Niss Lizzie Patterson.
¥rs, 7. T. Davis continued her connection with the school as
matron.>% ’

Susie Jarwick and Jennie Turner in 1889.35 Martha vaug&an
and Rose Hall in 1890,°C were graduates of the school. The
latter two were awarded the Degree ofxristress of English an&
Classical Litcorature {M.E.C.L.).

Kew teachers edded to the faculty for the 1889-90 aesaibn
were George Shipley, H.le, ﬁiss Enma Bartlett and ¥rs. Charles
Ha1l,37

During the 1890%s, the school maintained primary, érnparb
atory and colleglate departments, granting the Bachelor of
hrts Degree to 1ts collegiate department graduates. According
to a notation added to the ¥Yirginia School Regarts, 18?1~72,33

"3Schools were given a charter by assembly which enabled them

to grant diplomas and degrees,” and Southern Female College -

wvas evidently under such a charter,

34, Index and Appeal, Sept. 8, 1888,

35. Index~Appeal, June 13, 1889,
6+ Ibid, July 3, 1890.
37« Ibid, Sept. 23, 1889.
38. ¥irginia School Reporis, 1871-72, p. 207,




A thorough course of stuﬁysg in Literature, Language,
sciencé, Philosophy, and special work in Musie, Art and Zlo-
cution were offered in 1893. This session the school had a
large and well-prepared faculty and séemed>ta be in one of» 
its most prasperaus periods, The eomplete list 1s given heré:

Faculty: 189304

Arthur RKyle Davis, A.¥., -~ Randolph-k¥acon College
English Literature and Modern Languages

TNFe Taylor, Adie = Trinity College, Jublin = Ex«Prine
cipal of Valley Head School, Alabama e« kathematica and
Seiences

1. K. Adams, A,B, = Hampden-Sidney College « Ex-Principal
of Alabama Military Institute - Znglish Lenguaze and Latin

Be Me Bartlett, 4A.,B. =~ Southern Female College
History and Preparatory Department

Eva Lauriec Pleasants -~ Pupil of Cappiani
Singing

Henrietta Seay - Pupil of F. C. Hahr
Piano and Harmony :

Bettie Seay - Pupil of F. C. Hahr
Piano, Choral Class

EZ. He Cocke « Decorative Art Soclety of Baltimore
Drawing and Painting

3, L. Rives - Domestic Departpent
Sewing and tmbroidery

rs. 7« Te Davis - Matron

¥rs. S« E« Taylor « House-keeper

In 1895, ninety students, twenty of whom were boarders,
enrolleé 40 and there was one full graduate for that session,
Tirgte Lanter Jarvia, of Petersburg.t '

The Bachelor of Arts Degree was awarded to Etta Virginia
Jones, Annle Pickrell MoKenney and Mary Vaughan Moyler, grade-

38. Index-Appeal, Sept. ;3. 1893,
40. Ibid, Sept. 19, 1895,
41, Ibid, June 17, 1896.
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unates in 1898.42

The school’s growth was reflected by its faculty of fourw
teen officers and teachera'énd enrollment of one-hundred and
£ifty students for the 1901-02 sessien,43 of which fifty aefe
boarding students. Children of all ages could be enrolled in
the school, which boasted of a fully eguipped gymnasium, |

In 1303, the school éeéeived reques#a for oatalogues from
tmenty-nine states and territories, Canada and England.®®

The property adjoining Southern Female College on the
north side, which had been ocoupied by the Petersbprg Female
College until 1881, and after that had been used as a private
residenoce, was purchased by Southern Femanle College in 1004,
aﬁd plans were made for the accommodation o{ one hundred boarde

ing pupils during the 1904-05 session.3® The session promised

fo be a banner one, but the greatest disaster of the school's

history strueck it with sudden fury, in the form of an epidemic
of typhoiﬁ fever. Mr. A. E. Davis and Mr, 9. T. Davis wore
stricken by the disease, in addition to other faculty members
and many of the students. No one seemed to know the source

of the infection that started the epidemic, although there

42, Index<hppeal, June 8, 1898,
43, Ibid, Sept. 16, 1902,
44, Ibid, Sept. 12, 1003,
45. Ibid, Septe 1, 1904.
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were many theories éﬁvanced. Fortunately, there were no deaths
anong the students, and on Novenmber 14 1t was announced that
Mr. A, K. and Ere 7. To Davis were still sioik, but improving.
Work was resumed at temporary headquarters on the Centre Hill
property in the primary and preparatory departments, and nearlr
all the pu?ils‘were present.46 It was propqaeﬁ'to resume work
in the college department on November 16 at Centre Hill in,a. |
new building on the property, and efforts were to be made to
arrange for the return of the students in the boarding depart-
nent as rapidly as possible, The same announcement stated
that untll sickness was entireiy stamped out in the college
building and the whole place was thoroughly disenfeeted,aﬁd
made absolutely safe, under the direction of the State Hoard
of Health, nonme of the students would be taken into the build-
ings. DBoarding students were to be distributed arournd at pri-
vate houses in the community until all danger of contagion was
rexoved and all sickness over. The new quarters used during
the emersency were one-fourth of a mile away,
| On FYovember 19, this item appenred in the daily newspoe
per:37 '~
Fe are glad to be informed by nembers of the family of
¥r. Arthur Kyle Davis, the president of the Southern Female

College, that he and all the nembers of his immediate fanmily
are progressing favorably, and that none of them is in any

46, Index-Appeal, Nov, 14, 1904,
47, Ibid, Fov., 19, 1904.
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inmediate danger,

All the young ladies at the college who are sick with
fever are reported to be progressing favorably. Several of
thex are so far recovered that it is hoped they may be carried
to their homes within the next few days, and it is confidently
expeoted that if the present favorable symptoms shall contlinue,
all of them will soon be restorsd to healths

- The 1list of the trusiees of the college was found in one
of the newspapers of 1905 and 1s reproduced here, as well as
the faculty at that 3133,48 |

Southern Female College -~ Board of Trustees

George cameron. Jre Dr. J. 2. Moyler
Richard B, Davis , Judyge J. e Hullen
Charles Hall Davis Capt. Ne T. Patteson
Dre #illian ¥, Drewry Dr. Hobert 3. Powell
John A. Gill Bartlett Roper
Alexander Hamilton ‘ Sinon Seward
X« Ao Hartley B. 3, Vaughan
Filitan B. ¥ellwalne Augustug iiright
Bernard Mann 7illianm L. Zivmor :
A. G, Ma Kartin ' The President and Secretary
Louis L. Marks ‘
Faculty
Acadenic
A, K. Davis Brs. E. C. Patterson
Te He Fu T&y‘lor ) - Hiss E« M. Bartlett
Williams T, Davis Miss Eugle Pattesan
: Husic
}51'80 3. He mﬁar : Iﬁisa ie Titus
¥iss I. B. Stainback : Hr. Lee Hogers
}Miss Se He Stokes Art

Hiass Anna Duniop

¥atron - Miss B. C, Jebb " Ass't. Matron-lirs. A. B. Prentiss
Heodlework = Miss H, L. Bives Hesidenst Trained Furse-iliss licAllister

States represented by students during the 1905~-06 session

were Kew York, Mew Jersey, Pennsylvania, Chlo, Iowa, Jest Vire

48. Index-Appeal, Septs 9, 1905.
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ginia, ¥aryland, -Virginia, Jorth Carolina, Bcuth,carolina, Seorgisa,
Florida, Lsuiaiana, the Indian Territory and Kissaur1.49
_ Tuition for day puplils for 1806-07 rangedifram $60 to 280
per year for the non-degree oourses, while the course leading to
.an A. B, degree cost $100 per year in tuition,50
Pour A.B. degrees aere oonferred at commencenent in 1910‘51
They were awarded to Luoy Hollwalne Davis of Virginia, Han Gray
Davis of Alabama, Bessie Ann Harwell of Virginia, and Lottie
Clare Valentine of Virginia,
Perhaps the mcst thorough list of expenses printed by the
college appeared in 1910,52 in an announcement of the school
in preparation for the 1910-1ll session. It gives information
in most minute datail concerning tultion costs,
: ‘Southern Female College - Courses Qffered
il) Two yeaxr ¢ourse for high school students
2) One year finishing course
(3} College preparatory course
(4 Regalar course for the A.Be degree,.
Miss Bussie Halle-In charge of the Callega School for Little
Girls--330 to 40 per year.
Ixpenses for Day Pupils--cost of Tuitisn—-ﬂegular oourse tule
tion in Literary uaurae-gso

ﬁinor axtraa

Gymnasium' 330 Languages, esch $£30
Blocution %30 Sciences, each 30

49, Index-Appeal, Aug. 30, 1906.
50. Ibid, Sept. 16, 1006,

§1. Ibid, June 2, 1910,

52. Ibid, Sept. 4, 191G.



Business Courses, each 0 'Arts and Crafts 30
Banjo, Mandolin, Guitar 0 Paycholnsy 230
Piano Practice 30

Major Zxtras

Piano Lessons 850 Two languages 350
Singing Lessons $50 Domestic Science 250
Prawing and ﬂrinting $50 Pipe Organ . ¢50

Violin 250 Harmeny and filstory of Music 50

The Report of the Suverintendent of Public Instruction,

1910~11 furnished the information that it had an enrollment

of one-~hundred pupils and a facnliy of twelve,

The rise of the public school cystom of Petersburg to a
high state of excellence had by this time begun %o affect the
enrollment of this, as well as all other private schools in
Petershurg, in the high school department. Increasingly
higher standsrds and lower expenses at the State Teachers?
Colleges began to attract the young ladics away fron Peterse
burg for higher education. From this time on the school be-
gﬁn to declire in pcpﬁlarity with the local students and had
to depend more and more upon boarding students for its ine
come, Some years after 1910 it cessed to be an accredited
aollege, but remained on the State acoredited 1ist as e
Junior College until the 1923-24 session. From then until
the 1929-30 session it was ﬁOt‘DQ the acoredited Juhiar Colw

lege 113,55 From then until 1933-34 it wes on the list

53. Annual High School Aeports, 1912-28.



again, but after that session it remailned off the 1list.>?

Other statistics uncovered in these Reports showed that
it bad fifty pupils and ten teachers in 1925-26,5% and sev-
enty nine pupils andkseventeen teachers in 1929-30,90

In addition to reasons atated previously for its dee
oliné, the ooilege also failed %o keep up with the more
progreaaiveviﬁstitutions. Fo informaiicn could be found about
the salaries pald its teachers, but some of its better teache
ers gave up positions there to aceept high schooi teaching,
which certainly was not in itself a high paying profession
‘during those years, while athars seourad pgsitionsyin COl~
legas‘that cculd offer better salaries to their faculiy mems
bers, Its discipline was rather strict and tpe girls conme
plained that they were too olosely confined, The writer re-
members the way the girls took their daily walks. A long
eolumn of girls, marching by two's, with an alderly lady
tcacher at its head, was a fﬁmiliar'sight'ta the boys and
girls of the nintecn-twenties. The institution coulﬂ not
ccﬁpete with newor and more pnpula: schools in 1ts physiecal |
equipment, which though éhoraughly modern in the late ninew
teenth century, was out of date in the twentieth century.

54. Annual Reports pf the Superintendent of Publie Instruction,

55, Annual High School Reports, 19285-26.
56. Annual High Sckool Reports, 1920-30,
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During the last years of iis existence, Southern College,
as it was called, had a student body containing a majority of
its students from oulside the astate of Virginia,

Certain matters arose before the time for the opening
of the l838-30 sesaion}that caused a change in plans for it.
This news ltem gave the administratian’s reasons for the
change:d7

At a general meeting last week, the board of trustees
of Southern College decidad to defer the opening of the school

© ponding completion of the new organization under the owner-
ship and control of the board, and completion of plans now

well under way for refinancing and for extension and enlargee

ments AS 8oon as this important work is acoomplished, the

board plans to resume the regular work of the school. ...,..;a

It will be remenmbered that legal steps recently taken
and approved by the State Corporation Commission have cone
verted the school from a defacto corporation under the owhere
ship and virsual control of ap individual to a dJde facto and
de jure corporation controlled by a self-perpetuating board
of trustees, By this move, the continuity of the present ine
stitution under its original charter of 1863 has been recoge
nized by the Corporation Commission, and it is belileved
that the continuing life and the larger uaefulness of the
sohool ars thus assureds.

Southern College remained closcd for that session, but

its refinancing and charter ehanges conpleted, re-opened Sepe
tembor 27, 1939, an account of which is reprinted here:;®®

Southern College, established here in 1862, re-opened
last night with the first assembly in tho chapel at 8 o'clock
when Dre A, ke Davis, president and son of the founder, ade
dresged students and visitorse.

57 Prcgress~1n§ex. Sople 26, 1038..

58, Ibid, Septs 28, 1930.
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Both dormltories were filled, but a few additional -
registratlons are expected, A teacher's dormitory has been
provided on back campus. R

Dy, firight Clarkson and Dr. 9. Be Hellwaine, trustees
of the college, also spoke at the opening exercises which
were attended by many of the parents who accompanied their
daughters to the city.

Dr, Viebster Stover, executlive ﬂireetor, and ¥rs, Lucy
Davis Jnnes, dean, re”istered and welcomed pupils throughe
out the day. ,

The»school lagted two ycars after its re-openigg. DU
ing the 193940 and‘lséo-él sessions, 1t was more liberal to
ward its students than it had been previously, but was final;y
forced to close its doors in June, 1941 as an educational ip=-
stitution.

The buildings have bean turne& 1nto rooming houses, and
at the present time (1943) due to the war boom in Petersburg,
are probably earaing far more money for the owners than
Southern College ever earned,

lLack of success during its last few years cannot hide
the fact that this school has made @ lasting contribution to
the culture of Petersburg, and its last president can look
back with pride to its years of success, far over-balaneing

its few lean years.
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CHAPTZIR VI

TRACHSRS ANJ SCHOOLS FROM 1858 TO THE
PRESENT DAY

-l
HRS. MATTIZ R. BANKS

A school for small boys and girls about which little
information could be found, excenting the annual notice of
the beginniné of a new session, was conducted by ﬁrs,kﬁattié
R. Banks. Its most remarkable characteristic was its lon-
gevity, as it was in existence in 1858, beling loeated at the
‘ corner of Syaamoré ané fashington Streetst ahﬂ was 8$1ll rune

ning under the direction of Irs. Banks in 1888.2 During these

vears it occupled several different sites, among them being

Halifax Street, opposite Earket, thé corner of {ythe and

Sycamore Streets, Oak Street, and :inally'éo ﬁarth,uarxet

Streets Thus for over thirty years this lody made her cone

$ribution to the education of Petershurz’s younzger people.

1. Daily ixpress, Septs €, 1858.
2, Index arnd Aﬁpeg;, Sept. 3, 1888,
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KRS, ELAM AND HISS BETTIZ J. BLAM

¥rs., Zlam ponduocted a "Sobhool for Young Ladies" on Harde
ing Street in 1859,% listing in its curriculum English, French,
Latin, Printing, ¥usic and Heedle=dork.

In 1877, liiss 3Bettie J., Zlam taugh$ a school in the ileast
Znd, OShe was probably the daughter of the Mrs. Slom aboves
The closing cxercises of liiss Zlanm's school that year were
held in the Methodist Chapel in Battersea, and the young lae-
dles who vecelved ceriificates of distinction were Addie Mey
Hagwell, Katie Fheary, Maggic iinfree, Lollle Clarke, Inez
Elam, Cora Cheathan and Flora Manm.® The school was situated
on Shepherd Street in 1879.,° The final news about this school
was in 1880, when at its closing exerclses a scholarship wes

awarded to ¥illie H. Cuarles.®
PROFESSOR SLES, THE PHONOGRAPHER

The science of Phonography, or Shorthand, was being

1. Daily Express, Dec. 8, 1850,

2. Index and Appeal, July 13, 1877,
Se Ibid, July 5, 1879,

4. Ibia, July 16, 1880,
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taught in 1860 enABank Streets by Er, T. Slee. Sixteen years
later the same lir, Slee was s8till giving lessons in this usee
ful subject.®

5. The Press, Jan. 3, 1860. |
6. The Rural Yesasencer, Feb. 5, 1876.
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KIS8 ELIZA H,. BEUSOUR

Kiss Newsome*s school was unique in several respects.
with the exception of the Southern Female College and Miss
Nora Davidson's School, it enjoyed the longest'existenee of
any private school in Petersburg. Hiss Eliza }i. Newsome was
its founder and its only principal during the years it is
known to have been functioning. The f{irst public informa-
ticn about this school was in 1858,1 when a notice in the
daily newspaper stated that Mias Newsome would resume the
exercises of her school on September 15. Throughout 1ts long
existence, the only publicity ever given to her school by Miss
Newsome was in the form of notices like the above. Yo mention
of publiclexercisea or commencements was ever maﬁe,ibutrthe
school lasted at least forty-eight years, as the iasc notice
of this type was in 1906.2 Its principalts 014 age was in-
dicated by one slight change in the annauneemeﬁt, for the
notice of the opening of the school on September 15 of that
yoar was foliowed by the Initials "D, V.," an abbreviation of
the Latin phrase, "Deo Volente,"” meaning "God willing."

The site of.the school from beginning to end was the

1. Dally EZxpress, Sept. 10, 1888,
2. Index Appeal, Septe. 15, 1906
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southeast corner of Liberty and Harrison Streets., It was
never & large school, being limited to about twenty pupils,
and confined its efforts chiefly to elementary subjects,
No mention about any other teacher in this school could

be found.



wellw

Several small.sehools sprang up imnediately after the
Civil Jar, or may have been running during the %ar, but they
did not last long afterwards, and the little information ob-

tainable concerning them is given here,
MRS, ADDIZ V. ¥HOORB

Her school was known to have in operation durirg
the years 1865 and 1868,2

ERS, JOSEPH PARNILL
rs. Pannill had a school on High Street p §41 1885.5
KRS, VIRGIRIA ¥, DOGEETT

¥ra. Doggett's school for girls and smsll Soys was at
137 Sycamore Street in 1866.%

KISS BLIZA HILL

Kiss Hill's school for young boys and girls was on Frank-

1. Daily Zxpress, Sept. 5, 1865,
2. Daily Index, Aug. 26, 1868,
S« Dail E;nress, Septs 11, 1865.

4. Daily Index, Feb, 26, 18066,
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~ 1in Street in 1868,5
MRS, JOSEPHUS HURT

Her school was on 0ld Street during the sessions of
1868-69 and 16869-70.°

MISS LYDIA HILL

Miss Lydia Hill's school was of much longer 1life than
most of this group. It was situated on Tabd Street in 1868,7
and offered an English education and alaso Latin, French and
Drawing. Miss Hill was still teaching in méx.,a calling her
sohool the West End School. It was at 615 West Jashington
Strecet and still possessed the curriculum of 1868,

VRS, J. A, M. DLOURT

#rs, Blount's school was running in 1868% on Rose Hill,

near Bollingbrook Street. It also functioned in 1869.10

S« Daily Index, Aug. 26, 18568,

6. Ibid, Aug. 26, 1868 and Sept. 17, 1369,
7. Ibid, Aug. 26, 1868, | |
8, Index and Appeal, Sept. 13, 188l.

9. Dally Zxpress, Sept. 8, 1868.
10, Daily Indox, Sept. 8, 1869,



122

KISS BARY J. ADAMS

¥iss Adons had a school in 1869, conducted at the resie
dence of her father, number 15 0ld Market. It also ran in
1870-71.13

HRS, ANDRSWNETTE BRANCH

Hrs, Branch's school was on ﬂew Street in 18'70.12

11, paily Index, Sept. 8, 1869 and Sept. 10, 1870.
12, Ibid, aug. 27, 1870.




e and
KISS FCRA FONTAINE MAURY DAVIDSGN

Miss Davidson enjoyed the distinction of being the prine
cipal of the same school for a longer period of time than any
other teacher in Petersburg's history. For fifty-six years
she, aasisted most orlthe time only by her sister, Miss Vir-
ginia E, -Davidson, conducted a private school for boys and
girls, giving instruction in all elementary subjects and some
work of high school level.

Her. school was in existence during the last year of the
Civil ¥ar. Harrison wrote:d

Preenminent anong Peteraburg women ni 1865«66 who loved
the Lost Cause was Miss Fora Fontaine Kaury Davidson, nurse

and school teacher, She took her pupils in an omnibus to
place flags and flowers on Confederate graves, The driver

of the vehicle was shot and killed by a Horthern soldier, but,

undaunted, ¥iss Hora and the girls with her went on, a fow
hours later, to decorate the graves of their heroes.

The writer of this work remembers that no Ninth of June
went dy during his early childhocod without Miss Nora and her
school celebdrating the day with apprépriate exercises, AL
one time she called her institution the "Confederate School."

Miss Davidson’s échool was noted for the many picnies
and entertainments it sponsored, A 3eseription of one of the
picnies given oy the young ladies of the school in 1868
stated that it was held on July 2 at Dunlop's farm on the

1, M, Clifford Harrison, Homg to the Cockade City, ps 79
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Richmond and Petersburg railroad;z There were betweon onee
hundred and fifty z? two hunﬁredviadies and gentlemen pre-
sent, Slaughter's band furnished the muslie, and the "day
passed pleasantly in singing and dancing."

In 1870, the school was at the corner of Market and
Tabd Streets, and tuition charges were %3 per mbnth‘3

A pleasant diversion in aﬁieh the pupils of this school
partioipated was knawg as a "tournament ," getting its name
from those events held in the days of King Arthur and his
Knights, when the heroces of that time jousted for the ene
tertainment and admiration of their "fair ladies.” On Rove
ember 18, 1870, the boys of liss Davidaon's school held a
tournament at the school grounds.® The acoount of it ree
lated that "Seventeen little Masters, in handsome and appro-
priate'costuma and with lance in hand, enteied the list of
Knights, each evidently anxious to win the honor of crowne
ing the Queen of Love and Beauty," Boys who took part in
the event were Walter Lufsey, Howard Perkinson, Johnnie

Pleasants, #1llie Green, Frederick Anthony, Herbert Claiborne,

Barton Lufsey, Johnnie Morris, Sydnor Clark, sSarnest Syﬂnor,

Robert JYones, Johnnie Farthing, lee Townes, Churchill Fleage

2. Daily Sxpress, July 3, 1868.

3. Dally Index, Auge 16, 1870,
4. Dally Courier, Wov. 19, 1870.
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ants, Charlie Allen, Stephen McCandlish and Charlie Toshe
The winning boys had the privilege of pioking the queen and
her maids of honor. The Queen of Love and Beauty were Fanple
Tucker, and her Maids of Honor were Saliie Anthony, Daisy
Hinton, Marion C. Blanks and Elva May.

Included among the many entertalinments sponsored by
this school was one presented in Weldon, Forth Carolina by
its pupils in 1877,5 With the $31.50 derived from it, Miss
Davidson began a fund whose purpose was to erect a monument
in Blandfo:ﬁ Gemﬁtery over the graves of the North Carolina
soldiers who fell in defense of Petersburg.

Among the pupils in 1879 were two men who later becanme
prominent in the educational life of Petersburg, Edward DBowe
man and George Hall.®

At the closing exercises on June 30, 1881, the winners
of medals and premiums for the session were:--Lillie Folts,
Magzie Ennis, Belle Sherman, Zmma Zvans, Lala Payne, Julia
Boehm, Hittie Cocke, Lucie}cccke, Anabel Green, Tffle A.
Sadler,<alice Hawvkins, Magzlie Young, Beulah Ennis, Lena‘Bob-
bitt, Nora Herring, Cora Reinach, Y¥arian Meyers, Helen Elgen-
brun, Albert Hargrave, Thomas Andrews, John D, Schank, Charles
Ruffin, Edward Bowman, #illie 3, Hargrave, Arthur Harrison,

5. Index and Appeal, Aug. 23, 1877,
ﬁvabid, Ange 2354 1877.
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and Joseph Levi. The Latin class that session was taught
by Miss Lavinia itheadon, a graduate of the Petersburg High
Sohool.7 The school was then located on South Sycamore Street
but later was removed to South Adams Street bétween Wythe and
Marshall, where it remained to the end of its existence,

During the session of 1901-02,‘the Misses Davidson had
added two music teachers, }rs., Hanks and Miss M. Branch, to
the facultyoa

‘The Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
for the years 1910-11 listed Miss Nora Davidson's Confeder-
ate School as having fhirty—onerpupils and two teachers,

After exerting a wonderful infTluence for many years on
the lives of Petersburg's young people;Athe school closed
about 1921, but there are hundredS»of people still livipg who

love and revere the memory of "Miss Nora" and “ﬁiss Virginia."

7. Index and Appeal, July 1, 1881,

8. Index-Appeal, Sept. 8, 1901,




MRS, P, B, WARVICK

Mrs, Qarwiek opened a school in 1869 that enjoyed about
twenty years of service before gding out of existence. It was
at number 12 01d Street in 1869,1 In its early years 1t‘a£9
fered educational instruction for girls and small boys, ine
cluding boarding facilities for girls,z but in 1874 was ad-
vertising that it gave thorough preparation for eolleges,s
The school had moved to 107 0ld Street in 1876,% and the news-
paper writer stated: "Mrs,., Warwick is one of the best and most
successful teachers in the eity, and her school is always full."”

Miss Mary Staples was a teacher in this school in 1877,
which advertised "special attention given to morals and mane-
ners."> _

Some of the pupils in 1878% were Thomas Greenhow, Mittie
Harrison, Eva Pritchard, Lizzie Snyder, Hattie Snyder, Emma

Heard, Lizzie Baylor, Dalsy Hobbs, Blanche Harrison, Susie
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l. Daily Index, Sept. 2, 1869,
2. Index and Appeal, Sept. 3, 1873,
3. Ibid, Sept. 1, 1874, |

4o Ibid, Aug. 30, 1876.

5. Ibid, Sept., 11, 1877,
6e Zbid’ June 22, 1878,




Jarwick, Frank Hobbs, Peroy #dinfree, #Willie Lumpkin and Bertie
Pownell.

Rev. P, B. #arwick was assisting ¥rs, Jarwick in conducte
ing her school in 1880." The school was known as the Peters-
burg Female Seminary and charged 2150 a year fbr board and BEng-
list tuition. ~Its location in 1881 was at 19 West Tabb Street,
and it was still aocommodating both day and boarding pupils.B
The final years of this school were in & building at 211
Brown Strest.’ No information was available about it after
1888, |

7. Index and ﬁggeél, Sept. 13, 1880.
8¢ Ibig, Sept. 9, 188l. -
9. Ibid, Sept. 11, 1888.
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T
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

- The Catholics of Petersburg decided to open their own
school in 1873, but had a hard time getting unﬁer waye Pro=-
fessor Thomas Qdell, of New Britaln, Conneotioutt, was first
sought as teacher, but it was announced later® that he hed
accepted a more desirable position elsewhere, so Father Wil
son, of St. Joseph'a Catholio Church, Sook charge until a
regular teacher could be secured, A few days later, Feb-
ruary 26, an announcement stated that the services of Frofes-
sor Richards A. Collins, of Alexandrla, had been secured as
yrinoipal,3 but again the school was disappointed, for the
school opened on September 10 with Father Wilson still subd-
stituting as prihcipal of the male school, while Migs Bessie
Furt had oharge of the female school.% -

Success finally rewarded Father Wilson in his search
for a teacher, and on Séptemher 22, Hr, Andrew Jall arrived
to take charge of the male school. He had been a teacher
in the schools of Staunton, Virginia, for nine years,d ang

1. Daily Appeal, Feb. 4, 1873,
2. Ibid, Feb. 11, 1873,
3. Ibid, Feb, 26, 1873,

4, Index and Appeal, Sept. 11, 1873,
5. Ibid, Sept. 22, 1873,



was qualified to teach Latin, French and German, as well as
the primary scient@fia branches., Mr, Wall was still princi-
pal at the end‘ot'the 1874-75 session. Among the pupils of
the sahool then were Daniel Hégan, Thomas Powers, John Colee
man, Robert Kilmartin, ¥illie Heelan, James Halligan, Thomas
Raferty, Julian Tench, 7illle Lavelle, John Walsh and Harrie
strattén.a-

The early history of St, Joseph's School was noteworthy
in that it nmarked the first and probadbly the last recorded
attenpt of a parochial school to get the City of Petersburg
to aid it financially. Mr. Drury Hlinton, & member of the
City Council, made a motion that £2000 of the pudblic funds be
appropriated to aid the Catholic eongregatiaﬁ in erecting a
school building. The motion was lost for want of a consti-
tutional vote. Another member of Council, kEr, Scett. then
proposed a motion that the oity give its note for §1000 for
the purpose, the note to be paid at the end of twelve months.
This motion was pasaed.7 Luckily for the taxpayers of the
oity and for the future of the public schools of Petershurg,
a group of citizens opposed the establishment of such an une-
safe precedent and agcured an injunction to prevent the city

from executing the note.

6+ Index and Appeal, July 1, 1875,
7" Ib;d, Sep%. 6) 1875'
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About two weeks later, in the September 18 newspaper,S
Father #Wilson explained why he made a request of £$3000 from.
thé'city~couneil for his school. He oclaimed first that
Catholic children were doctrinally denled the advantages of
public schools. Secondly, the cdthclic Schéol,’by educating
ocne hundred children, would save the city #1200 a year in
teachers? salaries, and hence pay the amount in two snd one-

half years, Thirdly, the grant would not be a precedent for

- Protestant denominationsl schocls to seck money from the

Council, as children of those schools were not 66¢trinally
denied the pudlic schools..

FRothwithstanding the ekpl&naticn of Father Wilson, the
opponcnts of the grant were successful in their efforts to
block it, and the 31000 appropriation previously made by
Council was revoked on October 18,7

After failing in its efforts to get public support, the
school received a donation of $100 from the Right Reverend
Bishop Gidbons, of the Diocese of Richmond, for the dbuilding
fund .10

The Sisters of Charity took over the school in 1876.

The inaugural eéramoniés were set for February 6, at whioh

8. Index end Appeal, Sept. 18, 1875.

9, Ibid, Oct. 19, 187,

10. Ibid, BQ?&,:.S, 18'75.



time the Right Reverend Bishop Gibhons‘installed Sister Mary

Blizabeth Roohe as superioress of the school and Sisters Bue

genia, Chrysostom, Gertrude and kary, all from Baltinore, as.

her asaiatants-ll

A fair was held for the venefit of the school in Decen~
ber, 1877, and with the net proceeds of %3,315.?2, the debt
of 31800 on the sohool building was pai& off, leaving the
school for the first time in a praapering condition.lz :

winners of honors at commencement in 187913 were Lizzie
Gallagher, Julia Loram, Mary Kilmartin, Ellie Halligan, Mary
Kennedy, Lizzie Bangley; Yaggie Walsh, Daisie Hinton, Katle
Ae Farrell, Lizzie Bannon, Fonie O'Brien, Mary B, Hallligan,

Katie T. Farrell, lMamie Hanrahan, Mamie Reagan, Katie Raftery,

John Halllgan, Dan Regan and Thomas Raftery.

St. Joseph's School was originally on Market Street, but

in 1917 it was moved to a new building on Franklin Street,

near Adams, where it has remained ever since.14 |

In 1910-11, the sohool had one hundred and fourteen pupils
end five teachers.1® It was not on the list of ascredited high

1l. The Rural Vessenger, Feb, 5, 1876,
12, Daily Post, Dec, 20, 1877,

13, Index and Appeal, June 24, 1879,
14, Petersburg City Direct » 1917,

15. Report cffSuperintendent of Public Instruction, 1010-11,
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schools in the Annual Hish Sghool Seport of 1918-19, but was
on the list in the same report for 1923-24, It had two hundred

end fifty-eight pupils end eight teachers in 1925-26,1® and in
1929-30 had two hundred and sixty-two pupils and nine teach-
ers, 17

- Ste Joseph's is still carrying on and doing a fine work,
although,like other schools, 1ts enrollment has fallen off
since last sessicn, and is about one hundred and sixzty-eight
at the beginning of the 1943-24 session.l®

16; Annual Report of Superintendent blic Instruction,
. T 1925264 '

17. Ibid, 1929-30.

- 18. The Progress-Index, Septe 10, 1943.
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MISS M, V. FRIZND

Tothing could be found out about this lady's school |
except that it was opened about 1869t and ran continucusly
until about 1892.2 It was situated at 16 Franklin Stroet

the last few years.\
KRS, RICHIE

Mrs. Michle, the wife of Dr, Eichie, was conducting a
school for young ladies and little girls at 114 Fraoklin
Street in 1877.5 It was still running in 1881, listing in
its curriculum Latin, French, Geman,‘ Musie, Calisthenics,
Primary and higher branches of English.‘g‘ |

#ILLIAM B, CLISHOLM

Mr. Chisholm opened his school for boys in 18765 on
the wWest Hill premises, Bast Tabb Street, with & course of
study devoted to preparation for the University of Virginia

and for business. The course included lLatin, Greek, French,

1. Daily Index, Sept. 8, 1860,
2. Irdex-Appeal, Septe 11, 1892,

3. Index and Apvpeal, Scpt. 11, 1877,
4o Ibid, Aug.“ 22’ ,1881;
S+ Index-A al, Sept. 9, 1876,
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GCernman, Hathematics,‘ﬁnglish Grammar, Reading, VWriting,
Spelling, Geography, History And Bolence,

Among the pupils of Chisholr's school in 1877,% the last
year it was mentioned, were Henry P. Kollwaine, John P. leigh,
Percy M, James, ¥illiam H, Jones, ﬁruiy Ae Hinton, Jre, Ben—”
Jamin B, Jones, John Marbury, Samel P. ﬁiteheli, Ernest
Stevens, Frank 7. Harris, #1liism 3. Taylor, ¥illiam Lassi~
ter, Hobert D. Hellwaine and alter C. Kevan,

MRS, #. L. BUTTS

The first information concerning the school of lrs. W.
L. Butts was in connectlion with the 1877-78 session, when it
was announced that Mrs, ¥illiem Turnbull would teach Latin
and the higher branehes of ¥athematics in 1t.?

This school must have begun about 1863 or 18064, for an
article in 1879 descrided the closing of the sixteenth annie
versary of 1t.8 Here 1s a reproduction of the news item:

Oral Examinations: Yésterﬂay the sixteenth anniversary |
of Mrs, #¥illian L. Butta® school closed. The assemblage at
the room, Ho. 7 Tabb Street, of the parents and friends of
the school was gquite large, and a thorough oral examination
on Latin, algebra, Hathematics, reading and spelling was
made by some of the visitors—ewhereby, great credit was ree

flected on the scholars, lirs, Butts and her assistant, Xiss
¥ary Martin, Thils school numbers 64 scholars, and the next

6« Dally ®ost, June 26, 1877.
7« Index and Zppeal, Scple 25, 1877,




session will commence Monday, Sept. lst.

Miss Belle Holland was a teacher in the schocl in 1880,%
but little else was learned ébéut gré.‘sutts’ school after
that, except that 1t was still in operation in 1888,10

MISS MARY JOHNSON

A school for young ladies éga little girls was opened
by Miss Mary Johnson in 1878°% at 101 Adams Street. Subjects
taught were English, Mathematles, Eréneh,and Yusice In 188012
it was located at 113 Sycanmore Street, and offeréa Cerman
taught by ¥r. Ferdinand Schwenck, a nutive of’Germany. It
again moved, and in 188113 was held on Union Street. Lisg

Hettle 7eddell taught languages that Year. Teachers who served

at various times with the schocl until it closed about the year

1885 were 4., S, Copeland, Ferdinand Schaenck, ¥iss Cogblll, and
Klss qester Leavenwarth ;4 The latter continued the school by
herself until adout 1888, using the old Leavemsorth College
building.ls

9. Index and ﬁgagglg July l; 1880,
10. Petersburg City Directory, 1885-89,

il. Eailg Pgst, 33?3- S5, 18789‘
12, Index and Appeal, Sept. 13, 1880.
13, Ibid Sept. 15’ 188l.

14, Ibid, Sept, 1, 1882, Sept. 19, 1883, Sept. 12, 1884 and
Sept. 10, 1885,

15, Ibid, Sept. 7, 1888 and Sept. 5, 1888,
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MRS, BARTLEIT

All that is known about her échool is that it ran for the
session 1879-80, and had among its pupils Mary Z, Johnston, '
Annie Christian Bain, Ellie Naclin, innie Bridgers and Otelia

Johnston.l8

THE KISSES MARGARIT S. AND HILDRED E. BECEVITH

These ladies began their school for boys and girls in
_1879917
high school, This school continued in operation until about

offering elemsntary work that prepared echildren for

1892 and was looated at 14 Torth Market Street during its

existenee;la
HISS RBELLE CROWDER

Miss Crowder's school was held at 206 014 Street in 1879.%9
Essle Clary, Cornella Scott, Hobert Sanford, Annie loore and
-Pannie Noyes were among the pupils in 1883.30 Yo notices of
this school waré found after 1885,

16. Index and Appeal, July 1, 1880,
17. Ibid, Septe 13, 1880.
18+ Petersburg City Directory, 189192,

19, Petersburgz City Directory, 1879-80.
20. Index and Appeal, June 27, 1883,
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MRS. A. C. PRYOR

Mrs. Pryor opened her school at Centre Hill in 1880. Fer
dinand Schwenck also taught éérman in this school in 1883.21
The school was being held at 28 Union Street in 188782 and went
out of existence about 18691,

MRS, J. He HESACHAM

BEnglish, Latin, Kathematics, French and Music were taught
at the sohool of lirs. Eeaeham,23 first held at 210 B, Washinge
ton Street in 1692, and in later years at 2590 South Sycamore

Street, where 1t ended its existence abvout 1595,
De Be BHING,; Aelles DuDe

Dr. Ewing opened a "Select School for Young ladies and
Little Girls® in 1885,24 teaching, Literature, Zlocution,
Science, Art and iusic, at 120 South Syeamore Street. Sone :
of his pupils in 1887 were Salntec Jackson, Susie Donnan,
Sallie Hamilton, Bessle lell, Annle Qridgers; Susie Barkley,
Mattie Arnold, Nannie loore, Emmﬁ Foore, Bessie Seabury,

'Faknie Bernerd, Annie Febb, Luey Short, Yaggle Pilcher andy

21. Index and Appesal, Sept. 19, 1883,
22, Ibid, Sept. 3, 1887,

23, Ibid, Sept. 12, 1884 and Sept. 14, 1893,
24, Ibid, Sept. 10, 1885.



Maybelle Ewing.?® The next year, Niss Magaie Pilcher was de-
olareé a full graduate, having received ninety per eent'on}
every ezaminstion,26 Dr. Ewing's schonl ended its activitics
about 1890,

MRS, W, H., PLATT

Nra. Platt's schonl was in exlistence during the period
188818964 It was held at 312 Washington Street. A booklet
describing Petersburg stated this about it in 1894: "Mrs,
Platt's Scnool for giris and young ladies, to which the younger

children of the Tirst familieé are aent."zv
-BISS HELLIR E.‘GGSﬁﬂ"

Her school at 336 Halifax Street, contimued from 1893
to 1911 or 1912.%8 According to the Report of the Superin-

tendent of Public Instruction, 1910-11, it haa‘eighteen pupils

and one teacher that sessione
BISS WILXUTH HARRISCON

Kiss Harrison's school, at 200 High Street, also began

25, Index and Appeal, June 17, 1887,
26, Ibid, June 16, 1888.
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about 1893 and lasted until about 1914.28 The Report of the

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1910-11, showed that
it had tﬁelve pupils and one teacher,

MISS SARAH J. WHITTINGION

Fron 1899 to 1910, Miss Whittington taught her school

on 01d Street.ag The sane uger;ntenaent*s Report of 1910~-11
showed that she had thirty&one gupila.

KISSE BESSIE M. HALL

In 1868, Miss Hall, now a teacher at Petersburg High
School. began her school for little boys and girls at 207
Brown Street,>? which she conducted 8uc cessfully until 1910,
when she became a menmber of the faculty of Southern Femsle
college; The parents of many present day school children
remember with love and respect the excellent teaching she
gave them. The years have not lessened her ability or ene
thusiasm, and she is still on the job every daye.

MRS, CHISTER SHEPHERD

¥ra. Shepherd's School for girls and boys was being oon-

28; Potersdburg City Diraatéries, 1893-1914.,
29, Index and Appeal, Septe 15, 1801
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duoted in 1904°° at 111 Marshall Strect. Her assistant in
1909 was Miss Jennie L. Turner.or

LOUISE ¥, ALFRIEND

- Her school, which was in existence from 1910 to 1930,
had twenty-four pupils in 1910, and twenty-two pupils in

1030,52  iny'e1ementary grades were taught.

RS, JOIM W, HAYSS

The Adams Street Private School, of which krs, layes
waé the principal, in 1910-1l1, hadksixtyétwo pupils and three
teachers,5® It was located on Adams Street, between Wythe
and Washington, and enjoyed considersble success until it
closed about 1922, Cranmmar school subjects were taught and
some high school work was offereds This schoalfwas especially
adapted to take care of children who could not adjust thenw
selves to public school work, and many of its puplls were
such children, In fact, this was the main reason for pupils
attending private scheols in Petersburg in the trentieth cen-
tury, and many, by reasor of the greater attentiocn they ecould

reocive in these schools, found themselves in an educational

90, Index—Anpeal, Septe 6, L1904,
31, Ibid, Sept. 4, 1909,

32, Reports of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1910-
19504
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way, and went on to even greater successes in life,

When the public schools began to ndjust their curricula
in order to take care 0f the educaticnal programs pf’theée
children, even this source of'gnplls was withdrawn from the
private sehooi$, u1th the reauit that sinoe 1936, there have
been fow, 1f any, successful private schools in Petersburg

above'the kindergarten level,
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This is a llst of schools about which little informa-
tion oould be found, In most cases, only one article was
found that mentioned the sohoél, but in two or thres instan-
ces, articles at widely spaced intervals showed that possiw |

bly the school existed for a great man? yeara.

Teacher ':&Qeatiga Source of In-
formation.
Miss Mary Adanms 15 01d Market Daily Index, Sept.

8, 1869; Dal
dex, Sept. 10, 1870,

lrg. Andrewnetta Branch Few Street Paily Index, Auge
27, 18704

YMigs Mary . Morgan 313 Iiarﬁing St Index and Avpenl,
Sept. B, 1877,

Hiss JenhieAArbher 233 Halifax St. Index and Agneal.

Miss ¥, L. Pleasants and 413 High St. and Daily Post, June
HMiss Lucie A, Archer later 124 High 5t. 24, 1878..
Index and Appeal,
Sept. 13, 1878,
Septe 13, 1880
and Sept. 9, 1881,

Krs. B. Ba. Branch 128 ¥ew St. ;gggg_ggé*%ggggly
_ ’ Seple 9, lB3le |

1rge Je He Hartman Union St. oppo- Index and Appeal,

site St, Paul's Sept. 12, 1884 and
Church Sept. 10, 1885.
Miss Ann Harrison 29 Pine St. index and Appeal,

Septe 10, 1685 and

Petersburg City
Directory, 18987,



Teacher
Hiss Linda Cogbill

Miss J. C. Weddell

Hiss Kate T, Bird
Miss Heyeré

¥iss Viola D, Judkins

¥isa Katherine M, Brady

Hiss Xlellas V. Funallle
Misses A, E. and K. B,
Hoody

}Miss Ida Dunn

Miss Martha Payne

Kiss Ethel A, Baugh

Yise Jennie J. Branch

Location
261 Harrison St.

19 Tabb St.

232 Hinton St.

35 S+ Sycamore
23 '

125 S, Adams St.

133 S. Adanms

311 ileat St.

9 Ne Sycamore
St.

51 N. Market St,

636 W, Washing-
ton St,

£3 Franklin St.

128 Rew St.
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Source of In-
fgrmatign.

Index and Appeal,

Sept. 17; 1888,

Index-Ap g_e_' 3] 4
Sept. 17; 1889

and Septe. 1, 1800,

Index-Appeal,
Sept. S5, 1894,

Septe 6, 1903,

-P__etersbugg City .
Dirsctorys 1893-
94 and IndoXe

ADDEAL 4 SGPt; 12,
i905'

Inﬁex-&ggea;; Auge
30, 1308,

Petersb&rg C; ty
Direct r 1870=
80« ,

Petershurg C
Directorys 1870
80 ~

Petersburz City
Directories,
1879-80 and
1882-83,

~ petersburg City
Directory, 1891-

92.

geterslmi'g City
Dirvectory, 1891~
02,

Petersbhursg City
pDirectory, 1693=
94,




Teacher

¥iss Lena Adkins

¥isgs Rannie A, Pleasants

Migs Ella V. RBirchett

¥iss ¥, Florence Bridge=
forth

Locatinn

353 1, Hashinge
ton St.

Corner Hinton and
Davisg Streets

228 Hew St

114 W. 014 St.

Source of Ine
formation., -

Petorsburg City
Directories,
1893~94 apd
18970 )

Petersburg City
Dircct ¢ 1805
U6e

Petersburg City

Direct + 1920,

Petersbﬁrg City

145

Direcctory, 1924,
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CHAPTER VII
BOY'S SCHOOLS
.
PETER TINSLEY, JOHN 3; EEILEY, Re M. CARY

These three men were connected with several private
schools in Petersburg Just befbré and after the Civil ¥ar,

¥r, Tinsley cpeneﬂ & classical and nmathematical school
1n 1854} and ¥r. Cary 14 likewise in the same year.® The
latter's'sohsol was on Market Street, and Mr. Z. B. Branch
wag secufed to teach penmanship in this school. Cary was
& graoduate of #illlam and Kary College and had had eight
years of experience in teaching before coming to Petorsburg.

~ The next year Cary and Tinsley announced téémaelves as

associnte principals of an "English, Classical and Mathemate
ical Schoal”‘to be situated on Talnut Street [now Sycamore),
opposite Poplar Lawn.” The building then was in the process
of cbnstruétian. and was to have "ample grounds for recresa-
tion and exercise, pleasant and commodious achnalxroams" and .

was "retired from the business portion of the city. The obw

1. South-Side Demoorat, Aug. 9, 1854.
’ '8. Ibid, Sept. 89’ 185%‘

Sa Ibld; HUZe 7, 1855,
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jectives of this school were "to prepare youth for either
the practical business of life, or for oollege;“ Terms an-
nounced were $40 for the orﬁinary English branches and $50
for the Classiocs and Higher Fathematios‘

Before the opening of the next session of this school
on September 22, 1856, Mr, Cary had moved from the cityé
and Tinsley took over the entire management of the school.

, The third member of this group of school teachers had
been iq Petersburg for many yéars; but had been oonnected’-
with‘the public schools., This man, John D.,Kbiley,'waa,
Principal of the Anderson Seminary’inrlasl.s bu; between that
time and 1856, retired from public sohool'teaghing. Tpe
first reference to him as a private school tescher was in
1856, when he announced that he would open a school for boys
in Oetober.si Soon after that a news article related that
he‘had suffered an accident in which some of his ribs were
fractured, necessitating the postponement of the opening of
his school until the middle of Octobér.7 The plans of both
this gentleman and Mr. Tinsley were changed, however, and

on October 15, 1856, they united to re-open the school forme

4. Daily Express, Sept. 6, 1856,

5. John Herbert Glaiborne, Seventy Five Years 1n 0ld Vir-
Eini& ) p' 98‘

6. Daily Ixpress, Sept. 24, 18b6.
7. Ibid, Oct. 7, 1856.




8 Keiley, who was somewhat

erly taught by Tinsley and Cary,
of a linguist, aiso announced that he would give private'in?
strketion in 1anguagés, as heretofore.

Their partnership lasted only one year, and in 1857,
J« Do Eelley announced the opening of his school on Union

Street, limiting the number of pupils to tnirty,g

and citing
his record of twenty-~five years in teaching as an inducement
to pupils, Tinsley continued teaching also, but the last
news about any school of his was in 1858, and it was on the
first floor of the Masonic Hall.'® . Mr, Kelley was still con-
ducting his séhool in 1860,ll and likewise, giving individual
instruction in ¥Y¥odern Languages and Hebrew. He inserted this
note in one of his advertisements:

-N.B.\- Persons, having Business with.me, will please
call at my room, and not at school, I cannot take my mind
or eye off my school one moment, with justice to my scholars,
or pleasure to myself,

JeDJKe

Information concerning ¥r. Keiley during the Civil War

period was lacking, but the old gentleman was still active

in 1869.12 as his notice indicates:

8. Daily Express, Oct. 14, 1856,
9. Ibid, Aug. 17, 1857,

10, Ibid, Sept. 6, 1858,

11. The Press, Jan. 16, 1860.

12, Daily Index, Sept. 10, 1869.
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My school will re-~open, Providence permitting. on Mon-
day, the 19th instant. As in the past, so in the future, I
will try, under God's blessing, to make my scholars sound in
health, pure in heart, and clear-~headed thinkers.
Jno. D. Keiley.

Claiborne is the source of these final words about John
D. K:eiley:l3

He was an Irishman, educated, it was said, for the church,
though at that time (1851) he was not a Catholic., He was a
man of great learning, always a student, and of many eccentri-
cities, but of rare qualifications for the mnnagement and in-
struction of boys.

After discontinuing teaching he gave himself up,; soul amd
body, to works of charity. I never knew a man who exhibited
in his life such utter self-abnegation.

R. M. Cary had returned to Petersburg, after being away
for some years, and in 1865, anncunced the resuming of his
school in rooms opposite Washington Street Methodist Church.14
He ended his private school career in Petershburg when he ac=-
cepted the appointment as first principal of the new Peters-
burg High School in 1868, at a salary of 81500, He served
for one year, but when his salary was cut to $1250 for the

1869-70 session, he resigned.ls

13. J. H. Claiborne, Seventy Five Years in 014 Virginia, p. 98-99,
14, Daily Express, Sept. 19, 1865.

15, H. B. Brockwell, History of Secondary Education in Peterse
burg, Virﬁini&, p. 74"‘76. )
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-t
' JOHN E, CHRISTIAN AND THADEUS BRANCH

These two men, the former a Bachelor of Arts from Ran-
dolph-Macon College and therlatter & Bachelor of Arts from
the University of Virginia, began a Scientific and Literary
School in 1857, The Scientific Department, offering work in
Mathemétics, Natural Philosophy,vAstronomy, ﬂineralogy, Geole
ogy and Chemistry was in charge of Christian, and the Lit-
erarﬁ Department comprisiﬁg Ancient and Modern Languages,
their Histories and Literatures, Moral Philosophy and Belles-
Lettres was under the supervision of Branch.1

The school was originally scheduled to open on Bollinge
brook Street, "next to Mrs. Furt's Boarding House," but was-
moved to a site near Dr. Bragg's on the same street.z

At the beginning of the second session, the school was
moved to a large brick house on Sycamore Strecet formerly
used by Mr. Tinsley for his school.z

According to Davis,4 this school ran during the Civil

War, and one of its teachers, Godfrey Staubley, géve his

1, Daily Express, July 4, 1857,
2. South-Side Democrat, Sept. 16, 1857,

3. Dally Express, Sept. 14, 1858.
4. A. K, Davis, Three Centuries of an 01d Virginia Town, p. 15.
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1life in a dramatic way.

On Sycamore Street, just above Central Park is the onee
story dbuilding that was the sohoolhouse of Mr, John E, Chrigte
ian during the Civil War. Here on fateful Ninth of June,
1864, the boys of Christian's school were preparing their
Frenoh lessons, not knowing that thelr teacher, Professor
Staubley, lay dead on the Rives farm, two miles away, where
he had aided in the brave defence that delayed Geperal K&utz
and saved the ¢ity for nearly a year,

Branch was not mentianed in connection with the school
after 1858. and John Christien was still con&acting it in
1866 on Liberty Street, calling it J. ,,,.; Christien's Classi-
cal and Mathematical SQhool.s Rothing further could be fnund
out avout it, ana it probably ceased existing soon after this

Year,

5 The Daily Index, Jane 23, 18664



B

THE URIVERSITY SCHOOL
OF
WILLIAM GORDON MCCABE

The end of the Civil War left thousands of the members
of the Confederate Army sick at heart, feeling that the glo~
rious world in which they once had lived had come to an end.
Poverty reigned where prosperity had been only a few years
before, and the spirit of a proud people was sorely tested,

Soon after the surrender of lee, wearﬁ and saddened by
this event, there came to Petersbﬁrg a young man who had been
one of the first to rush to the defence of the South, He
began as a private in the Confederate Army and rose to the
rank of captain of artillery, serving with great distinetion
throughout the War, and participated in the defence of Pe-
tersburg in the closing days of the War.l Unable to complete
his education at the University of Virginia, which had been
interrupted by the conflict, william Gordon MoCabe, who had
had a brief, but pleasant, experience,as a tutor at Westover
before entéiing the Uhiversity, decided to earn his living
temporarily by conducting a classical school for boys and

1. The Gockade City, A Publicatian by the City of Peters-
burg, Pe 20-20,
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young men, hoping later to be able to study law.z He be~
came so interested in the profession of teaching after a
short time that he soon gave up the idea of & law career and
devoted the rest of his years in Petersburg to his school,

The University School was opened in October, 1865, with
an enrollment of sevehteen pupils, and McCabe‘as its sole
teacher,slbut the peopie of Petersburg were quick in recog-
nizing the excellence of this new school, for on January 6,
1866 Mr. McCabe announced that he had secured the serviges
of Dr. P, S. Hall, a graduate of the University of Virginie,
as hia assistant, and was extending the capacity of his school
to thirty pupils.4

The school was first located on Bragg's Hill, then on
Fillmore Street, and finally at the northwest corner of Fill-
more and Sycamore Street.5 The wooden buildiné that once
stood upon the last site mentioned, was bought by the Chris-
tian dhurch after the school was movéd to Richmond, and re- -
movéd to Washington Street, opposite Pine Street, where it

wes used as & church for many years.®

2. Armistead C. Gordon, Memories end Kemorials of Wm, Gordon
McCabe, pe. 191.

3. EBdward Pollock, Historical and Industrial Guide to Peters-
: burg, Virginia, p. 235.

4. Daily Index, Jan. 6, 1866. 7
5. E« A, Wyatt, IV, Alon Petersburg Streets, p. 57.
6. A, K, Davis, Three Centuries of an 014 Virginia Town, p. 15,
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HcCabe always emphasized in his announcements, beginning
with the first, that the design of his school was "to pre~
pare boys for the University of Virginia, for other colleges
and for the practical business of life;” and that "the systen
of instruction was to be the same as that.pﬁreued *at the Uni~
versity,® and the text books would de the samevas; far as prace
ticable,” The end of the announcement contained a sentence
which s#ated a rule that was never suspended during the school’s

existence: 7

The honour '{_g_sgzgm obtains entirely in the management
of the School, and the only punishment for deviation from
that systen is expulsion. The discipline of the School is
strioct,

For EcCabe, the "University" could have only one meanw
ing, the University of Virginia, and as stated above, he
modeled his school as far as possible along the lines of
his beloved University. The Inati?;utian of thé honor aystem
in his own school caught the fancy of the people of Peters-
burg. He had been warned that 1t was foolish to try to open
a boy's school in Petersburg, which was already amptly sup~
plied with four or five prospering aschools, but entered the
field with his usual energy asnd courage, and within a few
yéars had outsfripped all his competitors.e

According to MoCabe, his hopor system worked excellently,

7. Arnistead C, Gordon, Op. cite., D« 192,
8. Armistend C, Gordon, Op. cite, Ds 193,
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and he wrote of it in 1885.9-

I announced to the school that I should take every fellow's
word as being as good as my own, and that in all matters
touching personal honour a boy should be treated as any cther
gentleman; but if, after such consideration on my part, he in
any way forfelited his woxrd, or even tampered with it, that he
should not associate with me, nor with his honourable fellows.
I drew the big fellows very closely to me. I was "pitchern"
in the school 'nine', and was very happy one day when I acoi-
dentally heard a boy say to another, as a knot of them were
discussing some point of honour: "#ell, I think any fellow

- who would tell licCabe a lie is a dirty old blackguard,"

Some boys did violate their honor, but such was the spirit
built up in this school that they were brought to trial and if
found»guilty, were expelled from the school. Up to 1885 there
were twenty-one cases submitted to student juries. They ex-
pelled ninetecn, and in the;other cases "recommended probation
in view of the fact that the boys were *new fellows and not
used to being treated as gentlemen.'"lo

High soholarship was the other notable characteristic of
the Univeréity School, and every commencement wltnessed the
awarding of prizes for exoellence in classwork. Three of these
prizes were in honor of the memories of NcCabe's friends who
had served and died for the Confederacy. A news ltem describ-
ing the oclosing exercises of the school 1n 1868, which like

all its olosing exercises, were private, tells of the awarding

9. Armistead C, Gordon, Ops Git. De 199
10. Idem, p. 200,



of the prizes:ll

The Prizes were.aaarded as follows:

1. The Pe Prize, founded in 1865, in nmermory of Cole
'~ ¥Wm. Johnson Pegram, Confederate States Artillery, to
James A. Kerr, for best standing in the Upper School.

2, The Blliot Prize, founded in 1865, in memory of Pere
cival Elliot, 18th. Georgia Battalion, to Walter S.
Alley and ¥m. Jaynes Hay, same marks, for best standing
in the Lower School.

3. The Robertson Eistcricg; Prize, founded in 1868, in
memory of Cary iHobinson, lahone's Brigade, to Robert

F. Jackson, Jr., for best Historical Essay,

As MoCabe's Hniveraity-edueation'uas interrupted by the
war, and.neceséity forced him to seek a means of livelihood
irmediately following its end, he never completed his college
educaticne In éecognition of his growing fame as & scholar
and teéeher, however, the College of Willlam and Mary con=-
ferred upon him the hbnﬁrary degree of laster of Arts on
July 4, 1868.1°

Examinations were anlimpcrtant institution and serious
affairs at the University School, and cqnsumed several days
each term. lHere is a typical etam scheduletd

Yonday, February l7--~Latin

Tuesday, " = . l1l8--Arithmetic and French
Wednesday, " 19-~English Literature and Rheteriec ,
Thursday, © 20-=English Composition, Fatural Fhilos~

ophy, Third and Fourth French

11, Daily Index, July 1, 1868,
12, Idem, July 29, 1868.
13, Jdem, Feb, 18, 1873.

156



Friday, February 21—-§gelling, Btymology, Second and Third
roan

¥onday, " A==listory

Tuesday, " £5~--English Grammax
Wednesday, " 26==Gresk and First French
Thursday, * 27=-Geography and First German

. Friday, i 28==iAlgabra
Saturday, March l--Geometry

The master of the University School never left any doubt

as to what the rules of his 8chool uere, and they were printed
in newspapers and catalogues at fraquent intervals. Here are
the "Rules of Examinaticn.

iy 7

le Fo papers; except spelling papers, received earlier
than 1:30 P .

2. No corrections allowed after papers are handed in., To
this rule no excegtisn will be made under any circum=-
stances.

3. No communication, in regard to the examination, after

an exanination has been set, can hongrahly take place
between puplls,

All questions regarding the examinatian,’hewever
trivial, should be addressed to the instructors.

4, XNames of absentees, not excused, will be published
in examination lists,

5. Examinations will begin every day at 9 A.ll., sharp.
Another established practice of the school was that of

giving "Snay.Examinations.";ﬁ These were in addition to the
regular examinations and would be given without any previous

knowledge on the part of tha'pﬁpile. They were given at such
time as the prinoipal thought fif, and served a useful purpose

14. Index and Appeal, Aug. 8, 1877,
15. paily Appeal, June 30, 1873,



in keeping the boys up to date in the preparation of their
worke

The annual catalogues issued by MoCabe gave the most
minute rules and regulations, and illustrated his striot and
unbompramising nature and his insistence on high character
and scholarship.

A few excerpts from some of the éatalogdes}will give

much information about the University School.

Examlnationsls

There are two regular examinations during the session
conducted in writing on the plan pursued at the Univeraity
of Virginia, The Intermediate Examination, held in February,
embraces the course f{ron October to February 15th; the Final
Examinations, held in June, embraces the course from Qotober .
to June 15th, The standard of four~fifths is rigldly ine
sisted upon by the Instructors in all departments save Greek,
German, and Hathematios, where the standard is three-fourths,
Certificates of Distinotion, signed by all the Instructors,
are awarded at the close of the session to thogze students
who attain "the First Division™ in any department.

Discipline
The Discipline is sirict,
The honour system obtains entirely in the mansgement of

the School, and the only punishment for deviation from that
syatem is expulsion, ,

Terms, Etc,
For Primary English, per session of nine nonths 350
For Higher English, per session of nine months 60
Ancient and liodern Languages {ecach}, per session ‘
of nine months 20
For board, tuition, weshing, fuel and lights, ,
(payable half yearly in advance) ; ’ 340

16. Catalogue of the University School, 187475, p. 12,
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cireular letter in a eatalagna for a dirferent yearlv

describea the daily life of a pupil, and according to all ra—
ports, the socount was accurate, for McCabe kept his school
running with clock-like regularity.

Fetersburg.‘Va.. July lst, 1887

The routine daily life is as follows in winter for Boarde
ers., :

Rise at 83 breakfast at 8:30; Just three minutes walk to
schoolhouse; achool opens at 9 sharp; reading the Blble and
short prayer, and then to work; recess 12 to 1l; work again
from 1 to 3 P.M,; dinner at 3.15* boys have the afternoons for
football, tennis, base-ball and rowing on the river ("Univere
sity School Boat Club”); every boy must be in at dark; supper
at 7; family prayers and then to work; study hour lasts until
10, but boys are allowed $o study or read until ll; at 11 all
lights out. There is an instructor in each cottage, to whom
the boys can go {as well as to the Prinoipal) in the prepara-
tion of their tasks.

Boys are encouraged to come to thelr instructors in pre-
paring their leasons and do come freely.

The Prinaipal visits the rooms several timas -every night
to look into the work of the boys.

Boys study in their rooms in groups of three. The rooms
are large, well-ventilated and thoroughly comfortable--open
fire-places, ete, Each boy has his own bod. There is a bath
roonm in eaoh cottage.

Far’further particulars address

¥« Gordon MoCabe
Petersburg, Va,
Ke Be==The time is one hour earlier throughout the summer.
'Axhletics played & prominent part in the extra-curricular

activities of the school. During the early yeers of the school

17, Catalogue of the University Sohool, 1886-87, p. l.




¥cCabe often took part in these games with the boys and was con-
sidered by them as "one of the telloas,“la, The University
School was the proud possessor of & boat club, in which the boys
took”great delight, and rﬁeea"wera held detween picked crews
from the school and orews from other schools.
One of the catalogues described the boat olublt?
~ The University School Boat Club
The boat-house of the eclub, situated on the banks of the
Appomattox, whioh is ecspecially favorable for rowing, is large
and commodious and with 1ts equipment cost two thousand dollars,
It contalns committee, reception, bath and dressing rooms. The
boats are all built by E. Waters and Son, Troy, ¥ew York. The
officers of tie club for the current year are:
William Caueron, Jr., President
Allen Potts, Vice~President
Ea. Ooborne KeCabe, Treasurer
Foe. L. Rountree, Secretary
There wers three achool crews that session, and from these
was plcked a school crew that entered the State Regatta, July 4,
1887 at Alexandria, Virginia., Members of this crew were E, B.
Pettitt (Stroke), Allen Potts (S5), BEdward Rutledge {(2), W. Can=-
eron (Bow), and E. 0. McCabe (Cox). ,
" Football was another sport the boys enjoyed, and the school
had a tbotball team in 1890 that was "open to challenge trom

- all Sehools and cglleges.“zo On this team.ﬁ, L. HcGill and

18. Arnistead C. Gordop, Memories and Memorials of 7m, Gordon
HcCabe, pe 249+ .

19. Catolosue of the University School, 1886-87, p. 15.
20, Catalogue of the University School, 1890-91, p. 15.
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lie G Taylor were ends, 3. Z, Andrews and R. A, Calwell were

"taoklers," C. P. Dodd, and Geo. Tarry were guards, R. F.
fhitehead was "ocentre rash,” Jno. Watson, the captain, and
T. ¥, Hathana, Jr. were half-backs, H. He Duke, full back,

and W. Gordon EcCabe, Jre, quarterback. J. A. Green and R,

He Pretlow were the *ubstitutes,

The line-up of the baseball team in 1893 consisted of
¥ilson, pitohar; McGann, catcher; Joly..first base; Peedles,
second base; Quarles, third baseg Kinloock, shortstop and
captam; C. Ue 7illians, Jr., left field; ¥. G, MoCabe, Jr.,
centre fleld; Soott, right field; Alfriend, substitute. ot

While %ccabe—began his sahnal a8 a 6ay aehool only, it
was not long before he began taLing boarding pupils. Some
of the regulations covering such pupils have heeg listed
previously., Here are a few maré 1te§s of information dcne
cerning them.gz R

The Principal reeeives into his own family a limited
number of boarders, and parenta desiring their sons to be

under his immediate care are adviacd to make early applicaa
tion.

All boys are required to attend church on Sunday ang

to this rule there can be ng excention.

Boarders are treated in nll regneets as msmbers of the
family and are expected so to conduct themselves,

21, Catalormue of the University School, 1892-93, p. 16.
22. Catalorue of the Upiversity School, 1892-93, ps. 10.
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.~ 'The Prinaigal cannot advance money to pupils, A sgeéigg
deposit should be made in every case to cover the usual ine

cldental exwanaes.

For tbirty years the University School enjoysd great
sugeess in Petersburg. People considered it an honor to send
their boys to it, and a disgrace to thé fanmily if a boy should
be expelled from 1t. Zducators all over the South knew of
1ts excellence, and were anxious to receive as students in
their colleges and universities the graduates of MoCabe's
school. Graduates made excellent records at the University
of Virginia, ?1rginia Military Institute, West Point Hilitary
Academy and Annapolis. Slipshod work was never sccepted by
MoCabe, and if a boy failed by one point, he failed--that
was all there was to it.

Anyone reading about this sohool will notice the great
contrast between its methods and those of the present déy;/
By all present day standards, HcCabe himself would be a fail-
ure as a school teacher, The very people of Petersburg who

wers pupils in that school would‘ccn&emn a teacher in the

‘high schoala today wne used his methoés on their grandchildren.

Yet his methods were aﬁmired by all sf that ﬁay, and he g

chieved results surpassed by none oi his anntampgraries,
Sarcasm, the use of which is congidered one of the greatw

est sins a teacher to-day can commit, was one of his devices

for making a careless or lasy pupil toé the mark, If a pue
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pupil made seventy-nine on a gourse in which the passing grade
was eighty, he falled. If a pupil was guilty of insubordination,
or lying, he was expelled forever from the scizcol--?there was no
second chance. There was no pampering of the pupils, and each
boy had to stand or fall on his own merits. MeCabe had no use
for weaklings. He used corporal punishment in his school, and
those punished were not degradeﬁ byk it, They knew they deserved
1t and took it unflinchingly. If they did not wish to suffer it,
they ;f.'efe pei‘fecﬁly at liderty #a withiraw from the school. Mg
Cabe stood for no interferegce fmm doting "papas™ or "mamas™ in
the adninistration of his school. There was no lowering of
standards or rescinding of rules for favored individuals, and he
was honored and respected by all for such ;‘a. stand, >

The long end famous career of the University Sohool came to
an end as far as Petersburg was coneémed in 1895, when the fole
dowing announcement appeared in a Petersburg newspapem%

Col, McCabe tendered resignation as Commander of A. Ps Hill
Canp of Confederate Veterans. Has been commander for several
years. %1ll remove with his fanily to Richmond aaout middle of
the month, where he will open his school. :

The reason for the removal of the school to Richmond could

not be found in print in this study. Probably like most success-

283. Arnistead C, Gordon, Ope clty, Do 191220,
2Le Indﬁxﬂi‘t_gpﬂﬂl; Sep'b, 7; 18950
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ful people, he wanted to return to his home town for the re-
maining years of his life, which were spent quite happily aﬁ
his house oﬁ Cary Streét for most of the time,zs Here hia

achool was nan&ucted until 1901, which marked the end of Lo~

Cabe's career as a teacher, & career that had been succeas-

ful financially as well as soademicallye Gurdcn wrote:zﬁ

The boundless energy which had never exhausted ltselr
in his conduet of the school, in his travels in many coun-
tries and in his setive participation in educational move-
ments and evenis, after Lhe close of the school in 1901
found a wider field for the pursuit of all other interesis:
and tha busigess ability and thrifte--in the bast sense of
that abused word--which he had exercised since he energed
from the war of the *Sixties with no other worldly possosge
~lons that *one suit of clothes,' had brought him to such a

condition of finanolal ease as to renier further manej making
a secondury consideration.

The hlgh esteen 1n walch the people of Petersburg had
held @illiam Gordon HoCabe was evidenced by an article writien
about him in The Cockade City published in 1894, the beginning
of the last session of his school in Petersburg.>’

Capt. HcCabe is one of the notables of the oity. He is
ranked aaané the rapresentative literary men of the country
in the pew Steadman and Hutohinson Library of american Lit-
erature, and agong the teachers of the oountry holds a high
place. He i3 a native of Richmond, but has been a resident
bere moet of his 1life, He i3 a graduate of Hampton Acadenmy
and of the Universisty of Virginia. (Author's Hote: This is

25, Armistead C. Gordon, Op. cit., p. 223,
264 Armistead C. Gordon, Op. cits, p., 286,

£7. The Cookade ”1t§, 4 Publication by the City af Peters~
UCZs Pe 20=20e



165

an error; MoCsbe’s college education was ended by the Civil
7ar, and he did not graduate.} He was the gold medslist of
his time at the first named of these, snd he enlisted for
the war from the latter;

He was among the first of those who rlceked to the stande
ard of the South. Beginning as private, he rose to be cap~-
tain of artillery; henoe the title by courtesy still accorded
him, He participated in the defence of the city in the closing
days of the war, and when it was over, settled here.

It had been his intention to study law, but immediate
and pressing necessity drove him to school teachipg--about
the only avepue of employment then open to him, iis started
- a small boys school in 1865, end sucoeeded so well that he

abanﬁoned the notion of the bar entirely. A

lie has ﬁritten & good ﬁe&l for the magazlnes, both prose
and verss, Ilis poems are short ones, as a rule; the two best
known are the lyrios, "Ireaning in the Trenches™ and *Christe
mas Right, 1862,7 He is the author of a "History of the De-
fence of Petersburg,” which has been translated into German,
and he has edited a series of olassies for school use,

Nearly every surmer he visits Zurope. There also he has
& name, He has visited such Qld Vorld celebrities as Tennyw
son, Miss Thackeray, #illiam Black and Browning; and with
many of the eminent Americen writers he is on terms of famile
iarity. There are many handsone gi{ft books in his library
presented by these friends. 7This library is by far the best
collection of "Virginiana”™ belonging to a private person in
the state. It contains some 6000 volumes,

Captaia.gccahe has declined no less than téenxy college
professorships, beecause he prefers his own school, He is,
withal, a very agrecable and genial gentleman,

fhe book written'by irmisteaé C. Gordon, Memories a@a
¥enorials Qf‘ﬁillgaa Gordon HcCabe, ahichAhaB already been
quoted several times before in this work, contains many
anccdotes and descriptions of LicCabe and his school, Some of
these incidents that are deseribed will convinoe anyone faw
miiiar with tﬁe prcsént day school children of Petersburg that

the infiuence of lecCade's school iz otild being felt there.



~ Here 1s one passage rram.Garaon's book in which he 13

quating E.ccabe'za

Papers are in all cases handed back corrected, so that
a boy can sze exactly where and bow he was *pitched.t To :
instance what a high tore of hopor exists hore, I have within
these twenty years had four or five cases in which the boy
Just made B0w«~bare 'pass® into first division--and the ine
struotor had by an oversight failed %o add up the values
correctlys. The correet value of the papers would boe 77 or 78.
And in every case these splendid fellows came forward, and
said: 'I'm sorry to say, sir, I'm pitched., Heres & 2 {(or a
3) which has escaped the observaiion of the ipstructor in
his addition.' That is what I call the genulne article] I
always ?'pitoh?' them, of course, but I take occasion at rolle
call to allude to the matter in such terms as to make the
fglloi feel much better than if he had taken a ton of dis-~
tinctions,

HcCabe was most profieient as a teaoher of’l&nguages,
of which Latin was his favorite, and his own teaching was
confined to languages. The mathematics courses in his school
were a‘i:cellent + also, and one of his tes.ehers, 711liam ¥ynn |
“Thornton, later becane dean of the engineefiﬁg departmsnt ét
_-the University of ?1231313.29

The University School did not worry sbhout the details
that educators impress upon nll teuchers of the present day,
namely, the appearanne and cleanliness of the scboal property.
Here 1s how the buildipg appeared to one of its pupils.se

That same day before school apened the Grandfather drove
the little boy past the fawmous schocl; and it was famous,

28, A C¢ Gordon, Ope. clta,; De 201,
29, Jdem, p. 206. '
0. A C. Gcrdan, Ope. cit., pe 211-12,
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Justly famous, drawing its patronage from all parts of the -
South. ihen the grandfather sald, 'That is tha school,? the
l1ittle fellow looked at the building with amazement. He had
spent some years in a great public school that had cost a
quarter of a million dollars, iIf it cost a cent. The Uni-
vorsity School was an old church standing upon brick piers.
There was just room encugh between the floor and the ground
for the boys to orawl under; and crawl under they did, you
may be asure, One of the chief delights of a hot day was to

- yaise fortifications in the loam against the invading Yankecs.

‘In places the weatherboarding, which had once been painted,
was falling off. JFot & window but lacked a lighte O course
there waas no fence about the property, and no play-ground,
as the little church all but covered the whole of the small
lote But then, Central Lawn, a c¢ity park, was Just over the
ways. Jithin the ohurch two small recitation rooms had been
partitioned off to the rear of the auditorium, which gave
the interior entrance the effect of a long dark tunnel., As
the school had continued to grow two small recitation roons,
mere boxes, vwere added to each side, but they dld not cone
form well to the rest of the eccleslastiocsl building. Dear
ne, but these little roons were hot of a long surmer aficrw.
noon, {ne hot day, a small, rosy cheeked, round-faced lad,
Fisher Collier by pame, raised his hand. When asked what
he wished, he replied with the innocent snile of & cherub:
Yir. Hall, this wall has a fever.'

The appointments of the ﬁniversity'ochoal within were
in kxeeping with the exterior. The o0ld pulpit still remained,
and the reading desk tco, the red velvet cover of which hung
in shredse. Some of the old pews remained, too, frail pews
for the wost part that nmust needs lean sgalinst the wall for
support. Fot infrequently a bench would bdreak, and all the
boys on 1t go down with a crash, to the intense delight of
all the other boys and the irritation of Colonel KEcCabe., A
greet old~fashioned stove stocd in the midst, as free from -
polish aa the furniture was of varnish, and the rest of the
buiiding of paint. FYour rows of double~desked seats f£illed
the middle of the floor-space, and along the walls old fashe
ioned desks on stilta had been placed as could bhe; which was
wall, for it rendercd them steadier on btheir legs. Some of
the old pews had been placed in front of the desks, end to
erds The boys who ocooupied these pews and used these desks
mist needs jump over the back of the pews to get in or out.
The snaller boys for the most part congregated to the left
or north side of the church, the larger boya to the right.
So much trouble originated among the big boys on the right
tiat tie Colonel called that part of his school 'SBotany ,
BOY'e svesacssssCrude blackboards, much faded fronm constant
changing and rubbings, had been painted adbove the pulpit,
and in each of the recitation roons,
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It need hardly be added that all the seats and benohea
were richly and elaborately carved. The names and initials
of long gone old boys still remsined, unappreciated memorials,.
The walls wers also well pencilleds eosvssvesse

" McCabe never permitted any custonm in his school that
eve‘n remotely could be cbnéiaerad’ effeminate, and for that
reason, alwayﬁ called his boys by their last names, If there
were iwo boys from the same family, the initials were added
after the name,°r |

¥oCabe had = large collectlion of stories and 8ayings,
nmany of then stereotyped, that he used in connection with
the teaching of his olasses year after year, ns they helped
to 1;1ustraté oertain points; ‘He also,r like mary Latin
teachers, had a stook of jokes which he used every year,
-Thesa_ haci been learned thoronghly by the older pupils and
ﬁritten down in haoks » ﬁhlch were passed nﬁ in the scheol
from generation to gené:aticn. Bach new class knew exactly
when to expect each joke, and when the Hoad Mastor began to
tell orne, the books would appear"anﬁ each boy would follow -
the story 1:1 the bdok while McCabe was ‘telling'it.‘ 4% the
end of the joke, there would be an enormous burst of sardonic
1aughter.. The dpen use of these books was known to MeCabe,
but he tock 1t all in good spirits, and with his ability

for satiricul comment éaa always able to hold his own. The

31‘ Ae Co Gorﬁcﬂg Gpc Qito: De 215,.
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little game wes as amusing to &cCahe as it was to the bﬁyﬂcsz

Occasionally, MceCabe would hreak the mcnotony of a long
afternoon class by bursting into a song, snch a3 "The Last
Rose of Summer,” or "Elleen Aroon,” or perhaps a hymn., Somew
tices one or two of the dolder bayﬁ would join in with their
voiaes;ss ,

Demerits were freely given for breaches of dlscipline,
Two hundred of'them.meant_ezpulsion, but when a boy got |
enough of them to be near the danger point, he could have
them "taken off" if he wished., This consisted of appearing
hefbre the Head Kaster at a convenient time, ‘holdirng out
his band, and taking a certain number of 110ks on the palm
rbr a certain mumber of demerits. This was not a painless
proceés, but eve aTy boy had his demerits taken off in this |

way. 1f he wished to remain in sehsol. There was no anger

ror rebellion, for the boys knew they deserved what they gote. 34

Eotvithstanding bis edueation, feCabe was superstiticus.
He evidently balieved ip the old auperstition expressed in
the aouplet:

"See a pin and let it lie,

‘Fromfwnnt some day you'll surely dle,”

B2. A. C. Gordon, Op. 0ites ps 238-30,
33;er Pe 239&
34. Idem, pe 247,
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for he always plcked up any pins he would see lying in his
way "for luck," His pupils would amuse themselves by strew-
ing pins along tha path he followed to his school and watche
ing hinm piak'tﬁem up one by one, regardiess of how long it
would take,o° |

Volumes have been written about the character and person-
ality of the licad Master of the University Sohﬁal. This work
will close with a passage f{rom Gordon's book about him, in
which an article written by one of McCabe's old pupils, the
Rev. #. He T. Squires, is quoted:S% |

Take him all in all, Colonel ¥. Gordon HoCabe is one
of the most striking personalities, as he 1s also cone of
the ripest scholars and one of the post successful educators
that Virginia has produced in these latter days. The boys
who sat under his rule of iron have gone forth to nake goods
and they wield a wide influence in Petersburg, in this State
and throughout the South, The eceoentricities of his character,
the thunder of his voice, the unvaried righteousness of his
discipline, the emphasis he placed upon a high and unsullied
ascnse of honor, the thoroughness of his instruction and his
‘remarkable ability to eliucidate, explain and impress, have
raraly been egualled, perhaps never excelled,

The maagrenesa of hia eqnipment, the yoaitive plainness
of his dreass, were a standing rebuke to those who would and
do substitute shams for real sbllity. Any school can plle
together bricks and nmortar, any school given sufficient en-
downment can hire betitled men, But Colonel MeCabe had a
school unique in the emphasis 1t placed upon culture, intelw-
lect and honor.

55. Ae. Ca Gordon, Gpa cit.’ Pe 233
55 Zd&m; Pa 233;
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o
HALL AWD ARRINGTON'S PETERSBURG ACADEMY

The removal of the University School to Richmond in
the fall of 1895 left a place in ghg educational life of
Petersburg that, fortunately for the town, was quickly and
ably filied by two men who had been former pupils of Capte.
MoCabe,

One of these, George Hall, aufing the session of 1884
1895, had been conducting a school which he called the "Pe~
tersburg Preparatory School® for little boys and youths,t
It was at 207 Brown St. At:e: the closing of EcCabel school,
he and Samuel #. Arrington became partners inAthe'fouﬁding
~ of a school which they named the Petersbdurg Acadeny, designed
to be a olassical school for boys, with a ayeeial ﬁeparfment
for smal; boys. They hired as their asaistant another |
alumnus of the Eni?ersity School,_xchn Re Rcsehrv. Their
firast difficulty seemed to be in securing a’aaitable school
house, for this notice appeared in the dalily newspaper:
*Parties having for rent a house suitable for school purposes
will please address either Erincipal‘“z Plans were made after
this to use the building formerly ococupied by the University

1. Index-Anpeal, %Pti 2 1894,
2. Ibid, Aug. 18, 1895,
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School at the corner of Fillmore and Sycamore Streets,> but these
plans were hot fulfilled, and the sohool\ opened on September 16
at ¥r, Hall's former place, 215 Lawrence Street.& The success of
this school its first year was attested by an announcement that
of the seventeen boys who attended, at the close of the first
session, fifteen returned, one went to college, and one to work,>

These partners, due to some misunderstanding between then=
selves, the cause of which was not announced publicly, separated
at the end of their first session together and each conducted
his own school during the 1896-97 sesasion.

¥r, Hall announced the opening of his "Classical School for
Boys and Young Men™ at 215 Lawrence Street, and John Rosebro
went with him as his assistant.®

Mr, Arrington opened his school, which he called the Petersw
burg Acadenmy, at 22 Union Street, and engaged J. M. MHorgan, who
had just graduated from Virginia Military Institute, as his
assistant.’ At the end of the year's work, R. T, #ilson, Jr.

was announced as the winner of the V. H.I. scholarship offered

3. lndex-Appeal, Aﬁg; 25, 1895,
4, Ibid, Sept. 8, 1805.
5, Ibid, June 17, 1896
6. Ibid, June 17, 18964
7« Ibid, Septe. 6, 1896,

172



173

to the best mathematician in the Upper School, while Bolling
R. 7illcox was second .8 The first nemed pupil is now Judge
of fha Hustings Court in Petersburg, and the runner-up, now
deceazed, was city attorney for Petersdurg several years,

Judge Wilson, when reminded of the above information,
remembered that the school was held in a little two room builde
ing in the dack yard of the house across from Watson Court. He
considered Er. Arrington an excellent teacher whose specialty
was languages. Although a small man, he was a great gymnast
who delighted in exercises on the trapeze, and was exception-
ally strong for his size. Although quiet, easy going and even
tempered, his pupils knew that when he gave an order, he meant
it, and obeyed him. There were between fifteen and twenty
pupils in this school, and the 'mthemtics courses were CoNw
ducted by ¥r, Morgzan, who was also & good teacher, considerw
ing his lack of experience. Two other pupils in this school
whb later became prominent in the life of Petersbhurg were
Robert Gilliam and Samuel Zimmer.?

The disagreement between Mr. Hall and :r, Arrington had been
settled by Sep’témber; 1897, for they were tozether againi®

8. Index=Appeal, June 13, 1897,
8. From a conversation with Judge R. T. Wilson,

10, Index-Appeal, Sept. 5, 1897.



and the c¢losing exercises of this seasion which ended June
10, 1898, showed the influence of the University School upon
1ts successor, for like those of McCabe's School, “As usﬁal.
they were private,™ and consiasted of the awarding of medals
and prizes %
The Petersburg Acadeny took pride ip the foct that of
eighteen applicants for adm;saion to the third class at the
Virginia Military Institute, only one passed the examination,
which was almost entirely in original matter, and that one
was an alumnus of the 5eaﬂemy.13
Samuel Arrington's ability as a teacher has already been
discussed, George Hall, his partner, was his opposite in
mﬁnﬁ respects, but like him, was unequaled as a teacher in
his subject, whioh was mathematics. He was hiéh'tempered
and contrary to rules of pedagoguey followed to-day, would
use sarcasm frequently to spur his pupils along in their
quest of knowledge, and they learned well under his tutelage,
Also he was an excellent disciplinarian. Mr, James G. Scott,
now principal of the Bolling Juhior Bigh School in Petersburg,
reméﬁhers both of these men from his experiences as a pupil
in their school, and cahsidere& the training they gave un-

equaled for that time, The sohool was the typical classical

1l. Ibid, June 11, 1898.
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private school, to which a pupil could go as long as he wished,
even continuing into college worke Chemistry was taught as
a text-book subject, private schoéls of that day not possessw
ing much laboratory equipment, Mr. Arrington's gymnastio
ability was often displayed by his feat of coming down the
stairs on his hands for the amusement of his gupilS;l3

The advertiscments of the Petersburg Acadeny were in-
teresting and showed the enterprising nature of the cauprine
cipais. Hera are some of the catohy sentences used to aétract
pupils: 14

Our number ia ligiteé and‘eacﬁ pupil 1s taught to reason.

Bach boy has intimate friendly relations with his ine-
atructors.

 Backward boys receive careful individual attention and
bright pupils advance rayidly.

Good diseipline 1s maintained and instruction is made
attractive, ' »

Here 1s another aﬁverbisemsnt:ls

Does your boy guess or learn by rote? Ke should learn
to reason, you know; if he does not he nisses the greatest
value of education. The Peteraburg icadeny tesches boys to
think. The number of our pupils is limited to such as can
be well taught by the Principals personally; therefora,
make pronpt application.

fle have pupils preparing for various colleges.

13. From a conversation with Mr. James G. Scoti.

¢, Index-Appeal, Sept. 2, 1900.
15, Ibid, Sapt; - 1904§
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Wle accept boys about %o begln fractions in Arithmetic,
who can read in the fourth reader,

This school re-opened in September, 1906, without the
services of Mr. Hall, whose health had failed him some weeks
before the‘opening of the session. Death followed a few
months later, ending the career of one of Potersburg's fipest
teachers while he was still in his prime. T, Hea Thcmpsén, a
former instructor at Eampden-Sidney College and after that
Principal of Greeabrier Presbyterian School (West Virginia),
assumed Mr. Hall's duties for the 1906-07 term,®

' The next session the associate of Mr. Arrington was
¥r, He Do Holff, M.le, {University of Virginia), who had
lately been principal of Berryville High School, The ﬂé§3*
paper announcement stated that he came highly recemmanded
by the State Board of Education, the School Ihspeotora,‘anﬂ
leading educators in the University. "Professor Wolff is
looked npoﬁ as one of the ablest, and moat'hrainy and ene
ergetic young teachers in the state."17

The foliaaing is another illustration of the Peters-
burg éca&emy's advertising:18
Question: What is Zducation?
“Answer:  The Touchstone of Truth.
Ouestion: Where found?

‘Answer: At the Petersburg icademy, where boys ars
taught to Reasohe

16 M lﬂdexi'ig Ee&l » Sept « 40 » 1906,
17. Ibid, Aug. 25, 1907,
18, Ibid, Sept. 6, 1908.
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Kr, W0lff left the Academy ig the fall of 1908 to be~
come assoclated with the public achools of Petersburg until
he retired in 1942 after serving a8 principal of the Peterse
burg High School for twenty-nine years. He, too, had made
2 fine record as a teacher of mathematics while connected
with the Petersburg academy, and carried this ability with
him to the puhiieisehaols. :

The last session of this school was in 1909-10, and Er,
Lacy was the assistant that sessian.lgu Mre. Arrington left
Petersburg after that and taught in ¥orfolk, Virginia at the
Horfolk Acadenmy fc:rgany years, retiring only a_f@a years 8g0«

Professor Nathaniel C. Starke purchased the Fetersburg
hcademy from Mr. Arrington in iugust, 1910. H{:'was a former
resident of Petersburg, but hadvlived since then in Suffolk
and Worfolk.? The name of the school was changed to the
Petersburg Military Academy, and its work was designed to
prepare pupils for #est Point, Annagolis, or any College or
University,al This school ran only one year, and was listed

in the Regort of the Sugeg;gtggdegg of Public Instruction,
1910-11, as having thirtyafbur pupils apd two teachers.

19, Index-Appeal, AugZ. 9, 1909,
30; Ibid; iugt 5; 3..910: )
2. Ibid, Aug. 25, 1910,



CHAPTER VIIZ
KISSION SCHOOLS

Several of the churches of the city at various tines
have experimented with mission schools, conducting them
chiefly for the bdenefit of children whose parents were too

poor to send them to the conventional type of school.

In 1869 & fair was held for the benefit of the Episcow

pal Mission School., This school was held in the Episcopal
Chapel on Jest Washingion Strecet, and the object of the
falir was to raise money to furnish clothes for the poor
children who attended the sohool.t

Several schools of this type were conducted in Bland-
ford at various times, St., Paul's Guild sssaeiation estabe
lished one ahout 1874 or 1875 which had thirty-eizht pupils
in daily attendance in 1875,2

st. John'a Episcopal Church had a school during the

years 1876-78 at the corner of 7ashington and Dunlop Streets.®

Another mission school was held in 1870-80 at 408 Main

1. Daily Index, Nove 5, 1869,

2. Index and Avpeal, March 20, 1875,
3. Petersburz City Dirsctoriss, 1876-78.
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Street in Blandford.% -The church conducting it was not
mentioned. , :

Good Shepherd Episcopal Chureh in B&an&farﬁ alsa,sganw
sored schools during the years 18898-94, Rev, Douglas W,
Taylor was the teacher of it in 188990, and-ﬁisé Louisa C,
Jones taught it in 1893-94.5

The Blendford Baptist Mission was held at 8 South Main
Street in 1893.04.5

4, Petersburg City Director s 1878=80,

Se geteerura ity Directories, 1889-94,
6. Petersburg City Directory, 1803-04.



CHAPTER IX

PRIVATE EJUC&TIOI? ANONG THE L’W{‘:’?‘Q:’S OF
PETZRSBURG

ST. STSPHEN'S SCHOOL

No one man in Peteraburg éver exertéd a greater in-
fluence in the improvenment of educational o§portun1tiea for
members of the Hegro race than did the Rev. Giles Buckner
Cooke. He came to Petersburg 1mmeaiately followming the Civil
War, through which he had serveﬁ as & member of General Lee's
staff, and while satill & young man of about twenty-six years,
enterea into the eduoatiana1 lire of the city, opening a day
school for white ehildren;l_<£ccérﬁ1ng #o a notice in the
daily paper, September 1, 1865, it waa'tn be a "Classical
and Mathematical School” for boys.? Aftervatatihg charges
for tultion, a sentence was added to the effect that children
made orphans on account qt the late war would be accepted at
one~half the regular rates i1f recommended. Assocliated with
him in the management of this school was thoe Rev. Thomas

Bume, JTes AJM. How successfully this school fared is not

l. Dr. ¥. ¥, Clarke, "Rev. Giles'auckner'ﬂooke,“ a nionograph
published in the Progress-Index, Feb., 14, 1937,

' 2. Dally Fxpress, Sept. 1, 1865.



known, as no other mentlon could be found about it,

The next news about HKajor Cooke was an announcement in
the Daily Progress in 1871 that he would open a private school
for colored children, which would consist of a high school and
a primary department, on Ebﬁday; September 25,3

The site of this school-~popularly known as '"Hajor
Cooke's School'=-was on upper Harrison Street, and was bounded
on the Horth by Mercury Street, on the East by Sycamore, on
the South by Shore and on the West by Harrison. Corling,
Ear%y snd Ransom Streets have since been carved out of this
plot.

The house was large and commodious, of colonial design,
and easily fitted into the use of the school. The groundse
anple and unfenced-~provided every facllity for healthy exe
ercise and recreation., At least four or five teachers were
in the combined Grammar-Eigh school and there were two in
the musiocal department which served ss an annex. 0Older scho=
lars, looking back, remember that Bingham's Latin Crammar
and Reader and Fasquelle's French Grammar and Reader were in
the high school course, even in that early and benighted daye
It is also remembered that the MoGuffey series of books was
used in the class rooms. There were six readers--running
fron the First Reader $o the 3ixth Reader, and all of them
were veritable mines of information, advice and culture. .
Major Cooke was not only among the pioneers in FRegro education
in this vieinity, but he gas the first high school principal
for Hegroes in the state, , ~

Acgording to Dr. Clarke, this school during its first
years had between two hundred and two hundred and fifty pu-
pils, ecach of whom paid one dollar per month tuition, if he
could afford it, Hajor Cooke insisted that his pupils learn

to rzal the daily newspaper and the Bible, and these were

3. Daily Progress, Sept., 20, 1871,
4, Dr. ¥#. Fo Clarke, "Rev, Giles Buckner Cooke,"
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used every day as text-books in his school. Vhile conducting
his school, he also took private studies in theology under
the Rev. Ir. Wingflield, rector of Sts Paul's Church, and was

5 Ho was offered the rectorship

ordained under 3ishop Mende.
of S8t, 3tephen's Church by its congrezation, and accepted

the oall in May, 1873. His salary, as rector of the church,
agoording to the-ne?snaper account, was two hundred dollars
per year.®

| He then closed his Harrison Strect school and moved it
to the corner of Perry and Lawrence Street, re-opening 1t as
a parochial school under the ausplces of St, Stephen's Church
and oalling it St. Stephent's School. For twelve years the
Rev. Mr. Cooke served as pastor of St. Stephen's Church and
principal of the Parish School.’” Associated with him in his
efforts was his wife, who taught the first department.® In

1879, Thomas W. Cain taught the third department,? and Miss

Ve H. Horgan taught the second éapartment.lﬁ Other teachers

who served the school were Miss Kate Beckwith and Kiss Annile

5. From a conversation with Dr. W. F. clarke.
6. Daily Appeal, Nay 13, 1873.

7« Fron a conversstion with Dr, 7. ¥. Clarke,
B« Index and Apneal, June 28, 1878,

9. Ibid, June 25, 1879.

10« Ibid, June 26, 1879,



Stallard, the latter its musie teacher. Two nembers of the
faculty in 1881 ware Hagroes, Mrs, Hell ﬁorgan ana the Rev.
J. He n. Pollard, who serwaﬁ as aseistant principal of t;he
sehaal.u 4This youns mn, who had been one of Mr, Coo}sa's
first pzipila, later rose to a position br prominence in the
Church, being appointed Archdeacon of North Carolina, in
which post he remained untii his deathv, Another pupil,
James Hajor Colson later served on the faculty of Virginia
State College and then became nresiﬁent oﬂr the Ninwiddie |
Agricultaral and Industrial School until his death,l?

Subjects taught in the First Benartment of St. utephen'a ’
School in 1881 included Algebra, Hatural and Pﬁoral Philoscphy,
Rhetoric, cgmposition, 'Latin, etcs, and the school ai‘feréﬁ a

three years' course in this dep&rtment.la'

In 1885, the Re . Gearge 8, Sutton was assliatant to Major
Cooke. At this time it was announced that the school was 8UD-~
perted by the Domestic Missionary Sooiety‘Boaz'd‘ of the Protest-

ant Epiacﬁopal ctmmh; located at New Ydrk, and by voluntary

oontrihutions.l4

That Kajor Cooke had firmly established his excellence

11. Index and Appeal, June 29, 1881.4 :
12, Dr. W. F. clarke, "Rev, Go. B, Gouke.

13, Index and Imneag_.,, June 29, 188l1.
l4a, Ibid, June 13, 18854
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as a teacher is showin in Dr. Clarke's writings:l®

Hajor Cooke's school ﬁaservadly enloyed an enviable repue-
tation. In the seventlies and early eighties, the oustom of

examination $o teach in any of the one hundred counties of the
state was that of being quizzed by the county superintendents,

F¥ajor Cooke's school was held in such high estimation, the
mere fact that you attended the school was an open sesame to
any teaching position in Virginia, without recourse to an er=
amination. ‘

| Agcoxrding to Dr. clarka, Eﬁjar Cooke, with all his ine
gistence upon disciplineu—he always heid that no one could
take top honors as a student unless he could also qualify in
his deportnent--was & most pleasant man, whose genial nature
could draw out and lead a person’s talents into the’ohannala
beat sulted for them, Ile was without a peer as a teacher
and as a Ghristian'gantleman. If o pupil showed a spark of
interest in a sudject, he would help him out in his spare
time, giving individual coaching freely whenever it was re-

queated;lﬁ

' Detersburg is proud of the fact that it had the first
public high school for Negroes in the state of Virginia,i?
the Peabody High School, The first three principals of this
achool were pupils of Major Cooke. Alfred Stanley Pryor,
#illiam Lincoln Hamlin and James Edward Shields, in the order

15. Dr. 7. F. Clarke, "Rov, Giles Buckner Cooke."

16. 4 conversation with Dr. . F. Clarke.

17. H. B. Brookwell, A History of Seconfary Education ;g‘Peters—

burg, Virainia, n. 187.



named were the first three principals of this school, Shields
serving from 1889-1935. Principals of several of the ele-
‘mentary schools also received some oi their education at the
 hands of Major Cooke.8 Petersburg was the first city in
Virginia to employ Negro teachers, and in 1882, when this
occurred, three-fourths of these teachera‘had been former
pupils of Major Cooke., Dr. . F. Clarke, to whom the writer
is indebted for much of his information concerning Fegro
education in Petersburg, was one of his‘first pupils, and is
st1ll actively engaged in the medical profession, as well.
as enjoying the distinction of being the only Negro member
of the Petersburg Draft Board, IHe is a staunch admirer of
Major Cooke, and attributes much of the success he has en-
Joyed 1in his profession and as a citizen to the benign in-
fluence of that gentleman’upon him,

A white church in Frederick, Maryland, extended a call
to the Rev. Cooke in 1885; and he accepted it; serving as
its rector for some yea:s. Fron there he went to Mathews,
Virginia, where he remained until his death in 1937, at the
ripe 0ld sge of ninety-eight years, in full possession of
all his faculties.

St. Stephen's School continued its good work for several

years after the departure of Major Cooke, with the Rev. Jo-

18. A conversation with Dr. W. F., Clarke.
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seph ¥, Mitchell as its.principal.lg It finally went out

of existence about 1908, as the public schools had reached

the point wheré they could absorb and give equal, if not
better education to the children, than the private schools.
Public education owes a debt of gratitude to Major Cooke
and his helpers for the training they gavé the men and women
who took over the positions as principals and teaéhers in

the Negro schools and ran them so successfully. As a memorial
to the work of Major Cooke, one of Petersburg's Negro schools

has been named the Giles B, Cooke School in his honbr.

19, Petersburg City Directory, 1891-92,
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THZ BISHOP? PAYNEZ DIVIRITY SCHOOL

The Regroes of Brunswick and Mecklenburg Counties had
organized among themselves in 1869 a denomination, of Metho~
dist type, whioch was known as the Zion Union Apostolic Church.
It had 1ts own bishops and ministers and several hundred mem-
bers, A white woman, Mrs. Pattie E. Buford, a member of St.
Andrew's Parish, by her interest and aid extended them, was
responsih;e for their desire to unite with the Episcopal
Church, However, the educational requirements of the Epis-
copal ministry were such that the Negro bishops and ministers
of the Zion Union could not come directly into it, so they
decided to continne their own denominational organization,
although on lines closely approaching thase of the Eplscopal
Church, and during the years 1880-1599, many of its members
transferred their alleglance to the Episocpal Church.l

The Bishop Payne Divinity Schoel was conaeiveﬂ as a
remedy for the above mentioned problem., Quoting Brydon:

The opportunity of educating the Zlon Union bishops and
ministers so as to adnit them to ordination in the ZEpiscopal
Church, and the impossibility of receiving the uneducated
men in the Virginia Theological Seminary, oaused the Semi-
nary to make appropriation (which still continues) to estabe
lish a bdbranch Theological School at Petersbhburg in connection
with Major Cooke's KRormal School at St, Stephen's Church, -

This was established in 1878 with Rev, Thomas Spencer as the
"Faculty.” Among the six students the first year were three

l. G, Maoclaren Brydon, The Episcopal Churoh Amo gg the Iepgroes
of Virzinia, pe 10

187



men who later entered our ministry. Thomas ¥, Cain, the
first Negro Rector of St. Phillip*s Church in Richmond; Janmes
S. Russell, D.D.sy Archdeacon, founder of St. Paul's School at
Lavrenceville, and George ¥, Bragg, D.De, the present rector
of St, James Afrlcan Church in Baltimore. J. K. H, Pollard,
who was the first Negro minister of the Church in Norfolk,
and later became Archdeacon in Forth Carolina, was a student
at the school in the following years. The Branch Theological
School showed an inoreasing number of students in the next
two or three years having an enrollment of fifteen or sixteen
students, the majority of whom came from the msmbership of
the Zion Union Apostolis Church.

: The school was chartered in 1884 by the State Legislature
under the name of the Bishop Payne Divinity and Industrial
School, The word "Industrial”™ has in later years been dropped
from its official title but as the Bishop Payne Divinity School
it is still at work as the only Theological School for Negroes
in the Zpiscopal Church, During its nearly sixty years of
1ife it hes eduagteﬂ and sent 1nta our ninistry more than 200
Hegro clergymen‘ ‘

The princigal of the Divinity School in 1885 was the Rev,
Thomas Spencer, and according to a newspaper article then, it
was a branch school established by the regular theological
school at Alexandria, Virginia, in charge of a local commite
tee consisting of the Rev. C. J. Gibson, Rev. C, R, Hains and
Rev, Thomas Spencer. The school had recently been incorporated
by the legislature under the title of the "Payne Memorial
- School" rqr the education of colored men for the Episcopal
ministry.3

In 1887, with the aild of a gift of four thousand dollars

from Mr. D. K. Stewart of iiichmond, the trustees purchased the

2. G. ¥aclaren Brydon, The Episcopal Ghurch Among the Yegroes
of Virginia, p. 11, T:

3. Index and Appeal, Septs 7, 1885,



homes of Judge R, H. Jones and C, W, Splcer on West Washington
Street, The former home then became the site of the Divinity
School and the latter the St. Stephens Normal Schoalf* |

Trustees of the Di#inity‘SGhaol in 1887 were Bishop F.-
M. #hittle, who also served as its president, Assistant Bishop
A. ¥, Randolph, Rev, J. Newton, Rev. Pike Powell and ¥r, |
Thomas Potts, of Richmond; Rev. C. J. Gibson, Rev, C. R. Hains,
¥e T, Plumer, F. E. Davis and R. 0. BEgerton of Petersburg.s

There were ten students in the Divinity School in 1889
and sixty-five in the Normal Department. Rev, R. A. Goodwyn
was the principal and Rev. Thomas Spencer his assistant, while
the normal school was in oharse of James 5. Shields and Hiss
Lida Griffith.®

Adbout 1990, the Divinity School was moved to its present
location on South West Street, and is still very active in
preparing men for the ¥inistry. Other principals 6f the school
have been Rev. R. A, Goodwyn, Rev. Claudius R, Hains, Rev, C.
Braxton éryan and Rev, F, G. Ribble, who is still serving the
sohoole’

" Students of this school have made remarkable records since

4."Indexkanﬂ Appeal, Jan.,14; 1887.

5« Index and Appeal, Feb.’ll. 1887,

6. Index-Appeal, June 19, 1889.

7« Petersburg City Directories, 1889-19837,
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leaving it., One of them, James Solomon Rnssell, as previaualy
tated. became the founder at St. Paul's School, in %runswick

Countye Others ecuupied yruminent positians in the Episeopal
Chareh. At least two—thirds of the ﬁegre apiscopal clergymen
of the United States are graduates of the Bishop Payne 31v1n1ty
School.?

Two graduates of the Divinity School, the Rev. James
S, Russcll and the Rev, Samuel 7, Grice, the first the Arche
deacon of Southern Virginia at the time of his election, and
the other the #arden of the Sohool were both elected Suffrae-
gen Bishops of the Episcopal Church, but declisied, preferring
to remain with the school.®

The Divinity School was named after the Right Reverend
John Payne, D. D.s one of the firat Bishops of Liberia, who
returned home after being incapacitated by fever and spent
his remaining days in this country.

Brydon cites a few other interesting facts about the
school:lo

The Bishop Payne Divinity School ia the only Theologi-
cal School for Negro students in the Episcopal Churchessess

It has an able faculty and a curriculum which gives thorough
instruotion in the fundamentals of theological educationNeees

8. Dre He Fa Clarke, "Rev. Giles Buckner Cooke."
De From a conversation with Dr. #. F, Clarke.

10, C. Maclaren Brydon, Ope Clte, Do 25«20,



- The American Church Institute for Hegroes makes annual
appropriation toward its support. Sensible of the great ime
portance of equipping the Institution in an adequate way, it
began & movement several years ago to sccure 3$100,000 for
this purpose, but the depression arrested its efforts. The
Institute has, however, secured 47,000 of this amount and
hopes that as economic conditions improve the remainder will
be secured,

91



. .
' OTHER PRIVATE SCHOGLS FOR REGROZES

Several other schools are worthy of mention, although
none of them enjoyed the success that crowned the records of
St. Stephents and Bishop Payne Schoolse

Spencer Grecn conducted a private sohool at 133 Harrison
Street about 1879-80. 1 It was reputedly a good school, with
between fifty and seventy pupils enrolled.

Another school was run by Horace Harrison during the
years 1880-82 at 24 Shore Streat.g He later becane principsal
of the Jones Street Public School.® |

St. Joseph's Catholic Churech established a parish school
for colored children whiah was in operation from 1886 to lge2
and located near the corner of Washington and Market Streets.?

The Central Presbyterian Ghﬁrch Day School, with the‘gav.
Yorke Jénes. a graduate of Lincoln University, aa Qrinaspal,5.
was conducted from 1889 to‘lQOS.s' This school used the samé
books as those used in the public schools aad‘waa'situateéfon

1. Petersburg City Directory, 1879-80.
2. Index and Appeal, July 8, 1880 and July 12, 1882,

3. A conversation with Dr. 7. F. Clarke.

4. getefsburg City Directories, 1886-18902.
5‘ IndGX"A- 31’ Sepﬁa 191 1889.

6. Petersbhurg City Dircctories, 1891-1906.
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the corner of Halifex Street ahd'Pniler’a Alleys
The Rev. Charles B, #. Gorﬁon was the principal of a
school held at 280 Halifax Street eand knawn as American Ine
stitute. In operation during ths period 1893-1911, it never
- enjoyed any great success.?
The Domestic'Training School, Rev. J. G. Herris, prine
oipal was at 102 Harrison Street from 1909 to 1011.% It was
a cooperative venture, and hed one hundred fifty-three puplls
and two teachers in 1910-11.° |
Trinity‘saptist Church began a school for amall ehildren
in 1915 at 519 i1l Street.’® This school 1s st11l active,
but is more like a kindergarden than a regular school.ll
The cnly recarﬂed 1nrarmat1en about the Smith and Hallion
Business Collego stated 1tsylo¢ation, 114 7lest 0ld Street in

1924,2% according to Dr. Clarke, it did not flourishe

7. Petersburz City Directories, 1893-1012,
8. Potersburg City Directories, 1909-1912.
9« Report of Sugerintenﬁgnt}of Pubdblie Instruction, 1910-11,

10, Petershurz City Directory, 19154;6.
1l. A conversation with Dr. ¥. F. Clarke.

12. Petergpourg City Directory, 1924.
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PARTTIAL LIST OF TZACHERS I¥ THR PETERSBURG FEMHALZD COLLEGE,I

APPENDIX B

(with approximate times of entrance and departure from
the service of the College.)

YZEAR
ENTERED

1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1864
1854
1855
1855
1855
1855
1855
1855
1856
1856
1856
1857
1867
1858
1858
1858
1858
1859
1859
138695
1865
1865
1865
1865
1865
1865
?
1868
1869
1871
1871

YBAR
LEFT

18567

- 18585

1862
1865
1869
18556
18556
1857
1858
1856
?
18566
1857
1857
1858
lace
?
1859
1859
?
1859

ot
o
e R e LA R L R

1868
1870
1870
1873
l883

NAME

Rev. George W. Carter
Robert Kerr, A.M,
Williams T. Davis, A.H,.
Joseph Wall -

Je Fred vwinlfe

liiss Emma J. Taylor

i{iss amenda D. Armistead
Ce L Bartlett

KH'lle Josephlne De ‘Belen
kiss Kate Beokwith

¥Yiss K. L. Davis

iss Julia Bisasel

Ns Ta Lupton

P+ He MHontague

¥iss Harriet Coulling
Rey. Willian He Christian, A.l.
Hiss B. As Lucy
Aloxandre Poleman

Revw » Je 5e EZdwards

Ha I, chlea, A‘.Ba

Hrs, C, Poleman

iss M, B, Davis

ﬂe?' Jasepb B- EaViS
Gagolin de Fontenay
.ﬁiuim Bo ﬁm; A.Hi'
Rev,. John C. Granberry, A.l,
Hrs, F. B, Wiright.

¥rs, Annie E. Thomas :
Dr. John Herbert Claiborne, M.D.
Louis Gandbin

Mrse. Thonas Re Eoore

R, M. Smith

Richal’d W. Jones, A.M.
Barnest lLagarde

Thomas D. Davidson, Al
¥, C, Hahr

1. Compiled from items in the Petersburg newspapers, 1854-16883,
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1871
1871
1872
1872
1873
1873
1873
1873
1873

1878

1875
1877
1877
1877
1878
1873
1880
188l
l8al
lasz

1882

1872

1872

1873
1873
1874

?
1876

?
1878

2
1878
1880

1878
leel

- lgeaz
- 1883

1882
1885
1883

¥rs, Virazinia Ranﬂol,ph Eoge

Mrs. Fannie Muford
tlilss Bvie S, Vernon
Hrs. Ce Co Lockett
Rev, R, F. Sledd

Js Be Buda&ll, AeH,
Hrs. Armand Prant

£+ Be Branpch

Ire, #y L« Baylor
W#illian B, Carr

Frank M. dright, Jr.
Ravs Jo Powell Garland
¥rse F. Cs Hahr

Miss Fanny H, MHeCGill
iiss Sallie H, Halliday
3iss Christie Burns
Miss Laura Russell
Ferdinand Schwenok

Je Le Buford

¥iss Deveraux

liss ¥, E. Moody

lo9



APPERDIX €

IRCOMPLETS LIST OF DIRECTORS OF THS PETERSEURG
FRULE COLLEGE™

DYATCY Paul
Hilliama T. Davis
J« He Cooper
Wesley Grigg

B« Pe Hash
#Willian lLea

John Lyon

Pe. Be fills
Thomas Branch
Rev, John Kery
3enjanin P. Harrison
Richard Irby
Peter F, Cogbill
Reuben Ragland
A' 8‘ Pﬁl’h&m

James P, Williamson
P, Se Seabdbury

De Be Dugger ,
Thomas i, Mason
Robert Harrison
George Camerocn

Dr. bavid Steel

Te Jo Jarrett

Ee e ¥illiamaon
Je He Ridley

Ure Jeo He Claiborne
Sammel Drumond

H. ¥. Rives

Jogeph H, Cooper
Pe My Wiright

l. Compiled from items in the Petersburg newspapers, 1854-18835,



RAKZS OF SOME CF THE PUPILS OF THE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

Robert ¥, Jackson, Jr,

Zd, C, Vensble
X He oy

Wine He HCKenney
Thos. G. Hatkins
#n. Cuthbert '
Jameg A. Kerr
Jno. We Friend
Woalter S. Alley
John Gillian
Chas. L. Henry
rudolph Fentel
Thos. L. Horton
Blair B3, Pegran
Frank Hushmore
Robert Dunlop
e Fe Lahmeyer
Osoar Egerton
Wim. HarYwood
John Peebles
dobert B, Pegran
Archy Hill
George Schank
Edward Armistead
Hatthew Harrison
Ede P« Greene
James Lufaey
David Hay

Jas, Chieves

D'Arcy Paul

1867-68

Ce Co Goz

APPERDIX D

1

BEdgar R. Lyon
Langdon Chieves
Frank #ichie
Robert Watson
¥orris Robinson
Win, Pa Arrington
Daniel Dunlop
filley Harrison
John Soott

Jas. ¥. Boisseaun
Joseph S. Potts
Russell H. ¥allsce
fim, ¥. Bishop
Allen Donnan
Samuel M. Willlans
John Gillianm
dsungcan Brown
Thos, Callendar
¥im. Mahone, Jr,
Gerhardt Meyer
Grattan Armistead
Adrian Bourdon
Heath Cabaniss
Geo, Blow

Henry Pannill
Vernon ¥ilson
Chas, He Beckwith
Robt, T« fihite

1869-70%

flalter D. McKenney

1870-71

3

lg_ Dailg Igdex, July 1, 1868,
2. ldenm, July 11, 1870.
3. Idem, June 27, 1871.
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1872-73%
Samiel Stevens Te L., Johnson, Jre.
KHason Romaine James R. MoIlwaine
Bernard lann J. Thompson Brown
John F. May John S, Alfriend
#illiam Plummer William Whyte
James H, Young Turner Arringbton
Roper Davis Zarnest Stevens
James M. Quicke, Jr, Galter Bishop
diley Harrison Re Je Spratley
He Co.Vincent John Walsh
John .Spleer Edward Plummer
Benjanin 8, Wilkins John Hallory
Charles li, Homaine, Jr. Louis II. Southall
John 3elling 3land Je. Bvans Eartin

| 187576 -

Irving Jones Jchn Herbert Claiborne, Jr.

1882-83°

Arthur Kyle Davis
1887-887
George Hall

1893948
Churchill Gibson Chamberlayne John Patterson Madison
John Hampden Chamberlayne Harrison Carter lyers
Lewis Parker Chamberlayne - Edward Relinhold Rogers
Joseph Henry Cooper Henry Laildlow Servoss
Charles Hall Davis Gustavus B, Wallace

4, Daily Appeal, June 30, 1873.
$. Index and Appeal, June 29, 1876,

6. Catalogue of the University School, 1882-83.
7. Cotologuc of the University Schopl, 1887-88.

8. Index-Appeal, June 28, 1804.
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1804~95°

Joseph Henry Cooper Williem Wallace G111
Te Be Gillianm

9. Index-Appeal, June 30, 1395.



YZAR

1865-66

1866 (2nd Semester)

1l867-68
1871-72

1874=75

1877-78
1878-79
1879=80
1852-83
1884-85

188586
1886-87

18387-88
1888-89
1890-91
1892-93

APPENDIX E

ENROLIIERT

17
30
78
63
78
73
75
71
113
110
8l
&0
8l
o8
104
100

STATISTICS -- MCCABR'S UNIVERSITY SCHOO

RUMBER OF
TEACHERS

OB OULRGLULN oM

L

1

l. Catalogues of the University School, 1874~93.

Petersharg Yewspapers, l1865-95,
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APPEKDIXL F

INCOUPLETE LIST OF FACULTY MiMBIRS OF
LCCABE'S UNIVERSITY SCHooLt

Name

gilliam Gordon LicCabe

Dr. Fo S Hall
Louis H, Powell
John A, Chrighton
Ha A Strode
Willism M. Thornton
#illiem R, lMcKenney
Janes A, Kerr
Henry Taylor, Jr.
Walter D. Toy

Robert #. Tunstall
James Roy MNicou
Bernard Mann
william P, McRae
Samuel B, Dabney
John Dunn

f#illiam G, Hanly

Je Calvin Lester
George L. Gordon
dalter B. Richards
Charles ¥, Himsl
John Meade Callendar
L. ¥s Go Baker
Thomas Lloyd Dabney
George Hall

We He Berkeley, Jr.
Charles #. Bain, Jr.

Edwerd Greaves
Joseph B. Dunn
Robert F, Whitehead
Malcolm S, Council
W. Catesley Jones
Bernard 7. N. Bagot

1865-1895

Dates Tought

1865-1805
1866-1867
1867-1869
1867- 2%

1869-1870
1870= %

1873-1875
1874-1875
18771879
{18?7-1878
1879.1880
1878-1880
18682.1886
188216883
18821883
1882-18683
18841885
1884-1886
1884-1885
1885-16886
1886-1888
1886-1889
1886-1887
1888-1889
1838-1859
1888~ %2

1889-1880
51889~1890
18921895
18586-1880
1800-1891
1800-1891
1890« 2

1892 %

1894-1895

1. Catalogues of the University School, 1874-93
Petersaburg Hewapapers, 1805-95,
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APPERDIX G

A STATISTICAL PICTURE OF EDUCATION IN PETSRSDURG

1870t

Type Rumbar of Runder of Munmber of

of School Schools Teachers Pupils
Private Day 25 21 826
Private Boarding 3 il 160
Parochial 2 4 200
Charity 2 2 19
Public i3 32 1810

These statistics show the rapid strides being made by the
Public School System, which was inaugurated in 1868, From this
time on, private schools felt mere keenly the competition fur-

- nished by the rapidly improving free schools, and only the better

cnes continued successfully for any loag period of time.

It will be noted that the number of teachers for private
day schools was less than the number of schools, This was due
to the practice some of the teachers followed of conducting more
than opne school &t a time, as for instance, a day school and a
nighﬁ school. In other cases, onc teacher would teach a few

bours & day in each of two or more schools,

1. "Sooial Statistics of Petersburg.” Compiled by Col. Bolling,
Assistant U, S, ¥arshall. Printed in Dally Index, Sept. 22,
1870,
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APPENDIX H
ROLL--SESSION 1907-1908
HALL ARD ABRRINGIOK'S PLTERSBURG &CADEHYl

Booth, ¥m. Henry Kevan

Camp, Charles A,

Cook, William Howard
Cronley, Robte Doy JIe
Davis, Goodwyn Montgomery
Gill, Howard Francis
Johnston, Eslie HMarver
Jones, Robert Gibson
Kevan, #m. Parhan

Kidd, Leonard #ilson
Lunsford, Charles, Jr.
Mann, David Meade Bernard
K¥ason, John 3lair
¥attox, Arthur

¥attox, Herbert
Yellwaine, 7. Bey JP
UeClevy, Willlam Wilson

McKennay, Hobert Armmstrong
liller, Clifford ¥erton
Palner, Sapuel Arrington
Palmer, Halvern 1ill
Fatterson, Johr H,, Jr.
Perkinson, Arthur Mackey
Zuicke, Arthur lee

Guicke, Courtney

Romaine, lawrence Hamilton
Romaine, Xason, Jr.
Seward, Albert Lee

Short, Earl Droaddus
Sutton, lee Zdwards, Jre.
Temple, Edward Graves
Williamson, John

fivod, Lucian Rives

Young, Cecil

Young, Charles Leland
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