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CHAPTER 1
THE ORIGIN AND CHARACTERISTICS OF "SEPARATE™ BAPTISTS

All records, past and preseht, indicate that the Bap-
‘tist movement in Loulsa County, Virginis has remained strong
and growing since its 1noepfion ébcut the middle of the 18th
century.

'The first Baptists coming into Louisa County were the
sturdy "Separate" Baptists, This movement came out of the
"Great Awakening" revival under the preaching of George
Whitefield. The revivai spread over most of the eastern
part of the United States, Tﬁe converts to this "Awakening"
were known as "New Lights", As they separated from the es=-
tablished church and tried to follow the plain and simple
teachings of the Bible, they became known.as "Separates”.l

The Great Awakening caused a division among the Bap=~
tists as well as other churches. One Baptist division was
called "Regulars" or "Conservatives", The other division
became known as the'"Separatas"nor“Ravivalists“. ‘The
"Regulars™ settlement in northern Virginia dates back to
1743, Their influence dominated the northern part of the
state"ahd made good prégress. The "Separates” movement

into the central section of Virginie came up from the

: ~ 1, Robert B, Semple, A History of the Rise and
Progresa of the Baptists in Virginia (Richmond: Pitt &
Diokinson, lBgu), PPe 1i=12.
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southern part of the state and Northern North Carolina.z
These Baptists, with a sincere determination to accept oniy
the simple and plain teachings of the Bible, quickly became
a dynamig force in Virginia,

Shubal Stearns and his brother-in-law, Daniel
Marshall, who were converted under George Whitefleld, were
the early Separate Baptist leaders, Stearns united with the
Baptists in 1751 and three years later came to Virginia, In
Virginia he met Daniel Marshall who had just returned from
preaching to the Mohawk Indians on the Susquehanna,

- Stearns and Marshall preached as evangelists in the
counties of Berkeley and Hampshire. Here they met with con-
siderable opposition and oriticism because of their "animat-
ed" preaching and consequently were not pleased with the
results of their labors in Virginia, This opposition caused
‘them in 1755 to move to Sandy Creek in Guilford, North
Carolina.

The Sandy Creek settlement became permanent, Their
first church consisting of sixteen members did not remain

small, however; in a short time the membership grew to over

2. Wesley M, Gewehr, The Great Awakening in Virginia,
1740-1790 (Durham: Duke University Press, 1G30), pe 107.

3; Ibid.’ Pe 108,

ljo William Warren Sweet, Religion on the American
Frontier, The Baptists 1783-1830 (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1931), DeDe




s81x hundred.

From this Sandy Creek church a great revival movement
spread both north and south, The evangelical Separate Bape
tists proved to be one of the strongest and greatest factors
' 1n’destidjing1the'éstabliahed‘dhurch and securing religious
1iberty.

This movement, because of the Great Awakening influ-
ence, had in it the fervour and fire of the Whlitefield re-
vival, thus distinguishing the Separates from the Regular
Baptists. Also, the Separates "dld not adhere to the Lon-
don Confession of Falth (1689) which hed been adopted in
1742 by the Philsdelphia Association, but adopted the Bible
as the broad platform of their beliefa“s6

'Because the Separates never formed or adopted any
system of doctﬁine,.oriconfession of faith, the Kegulars be-
came very jealous and suggested that since the Separates
differed from other denominations, they should in an open
manner make known their principles to the world. On the
other hand the Separate Baptists believed that the adoption
 of a confession of faith wounld only lead to a formality that
would divert them from the simplicity of the Bible,

;; ﬁewehr, OD. Bito}, PP 107"'108.
6. Ibid., Pe 1090
7. Ibid.
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The Regular Baptists were orthodox Calvinists, while
the Separates tended strongly towards Arminianlism, or the
doctrine of free grace. We are told also that the latter

"thought the Regulars were not pufficiently particular in
small matters such as dress, etc, 8
The growth of Separate Baptists in Virginia after 1770
was phenomenal. Thelr first association was formed in 1771
with fourteen churches reporting 1,335 members, Within two
years the agsoclation had a total membership of bvér four
thousand and was divided into Northern and Southern districts.
Twenty years passéd“ahd‘they"had’becoma 2 "numerous and re=
spectable body while their zeal 'was less mixed with enthu-
siasm' and their pi’etf‘more'rational".9
‘Strange were the mannerisms of these revivallstic
Baptist preachers. The}emotional extravagancea which took
place in their meetings, their Whining'tones and odd whoops
aroused contempt and disgust. They, for a generation or
more, were a despised people, One stated that, "he had rath-‘
er go to hell than be obliged to hear 8 Baptist in order to
go to heaven" .10
One of the more peculisr mannerisms developed by the
Baptist preachers was one called the."holy whine". A sing-

song type of speaking which came sbout because of outdoor

8, 1oid,

9, William Warren Sweet, Religion in Colonial America
(New York: Cherles Seribner's Sona. LOL42), pPs 304

10. Ibid.



5 .
preaching, For many years after, this practice was continued
on the frontier by the less educated Baptist preadhers.;l

The Separate Baptists acquired a reputation for being
illiterate and ignorant, As a rule, the type of individuals
attracted to the meetings of the Baptist evangellsts were of
the lower classes educationally and economically., As has
alrgady been mentioned, many were alarmed or angered by the
Baptist movement. :Many people, those who held to infant
baptism, consldered the Baptists cruel in neglecting or re-
fusing to baﬁtise thelr infants, and then there wére those
~ to whom the very name Baptist was terrifying.lz’

Other denominationy such as the Presbyterians; had
elaborate creedal demands and an educated ministry. But, in
spite of this, the Presbyterians had not been able to reach
the majority of the plain people. The Separate Baptists
however, with their novel type of preaching, their unsalaried
and uneducated ministry, were better able to supply the needs
of the lower economic and soclal classesgl3

‘Extieme emotional revivalism always nas succeeded best

among people of little education, But the presence of

even a few people of higher educational attainments will
tend to restrain the emotlonalism of a large concourse of

11, Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, p. 10,

12, Ibid.

13. Sweet, Religion in Colonial America, p. 302.
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the less educateds The Presbyterian congregations usual-
1y contained a few people of this type, while the minister
himself was always a man of some attainment educationally,
Such restraining influences were far more likely to be
absent from among the Baptists. 1lh

The Separate Baptists, under the leadership of Stearns
and Marshall, and many other preachers, attracted many people
to their meetings in spite of the contempt in which they were
held by many, and their lack of education was no handicap.

- Churches began to spring up all around with amazing rapidity,
The work spread into Virginia from North Carolina, The first
Separate Baptist church established in Virginia, was in the

year, 1760.;5 o L |

The Sandy Creek church in North Carolina became "the
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother to forty-two
churches, from which sprang one hundred fwenty-five,minisé
, ters".16

One of these was Samuel Harriss, who became the spos-
tle to Virginis, The progress_of.these'Baptiata for the next
ten years, after 1760, is almost unparalleled in the history
of Baptists; Entire communities were moved and stirréd by
the Baptist evangelists., Many strong Baptist churches were

17
astablished,

o

ili. Ibid,

15. Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, p. 1ll.

16, Ibid.
17. Ibid.



There was more then a religious significance to the
rapid increase of the Separate Baptists in Virginia, Their
growing numbers scon made them a-po11t1ca1 factor of great
importance, The lower classes were rough on the Baptists
during the early years of the Virginia movement. Almost all
of the early trouble experienced by the Baptistf preachers
came from the rabble of the lower olasses, The lower classes
were aroused by some of the upper class citizens. Also, the
natural humen reaction of not desiring to change the way of life
to which they hed grown accustomed, csused them to resist the
Baptist preaching, Gradually, the people began to realize that
the Beptists were "fighting their battles" for them and a
popular reaction began to shape up in favor of the Baptists,

By 1770 these early Baptist preachers had overcome this oppo=-

- sition, However, trouble for the Baptists was brewing in ane
other direction, The opposition ceme now from the civil
authorities and the period from about 1768 to 177h became known
as the "Perlod of the Great Persecution”. 10

The Separate Baptiata, as 8 rule, did not raecognise
the right of civil authorities to regulate preaching or
places to preach. The Baptists claimed that in religlous
matters the authority came from God alone, The Baptists
refused to license thear_plaoéa_of’worship or take any osths,

They were not inclined to go along with the Act of Toleration

10, 1bid., pPe 12.
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in any way. Their conception of their job as ministers was

to go into all the world and preach wherever and wnenever tney
coulde This idea made them unwilling to confine themselves

to a particular place, The law that demanded that they sub-
soribe to the articles of the Church of England was also ine
consistent with the Baptistic views of truth. "In short, the
To;eratiun Act conflicted with the Separatist idea of relig-
ious liberty., They were unwilling to accept anything less
than complete freedom of conscience and worship.“lg

There were at least six ways in which there was op-
position to the Baptista. This will, in a small way, sum=
marize the'characteristicé and féiﬁh of these God fearing,

God inspired, Bible preaching men.

First, many regarded the Baptists as lawbreakers who
should be punished. They were consldered lawbreakers because
of their uncooperative attitude towards the Act of Toleration
as passed by Parliament in 1689. "hig act exempted Dissent-
ers from attendance at the parish church if they were loyal
to the crOQn;’paid regular tithes to the parish, and attended
their own worship services in a regiatered meeting place |

20
which was presided over by an ordained minister." It was

. i§. Gawehr, 9P cit., p. 126.

20. From an article, Toleration and the Act of
Toleration in Virginias, by Wesley N. Laing of the ﬁistory
Department of the University of Richmond. o
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easy to see that the Baptists did not intend to avail theme
selveg: of the terms of the Toleratlon Act, therefore, they were
going contrary to the law, The fact that the Baptists c¢laimed
they were called of God carried little weight., In fact, this
claim was:often'ridiculed and preachers were challenged to pro-
duce credentials’ other than'their words, ' The authorities
would use the scriptures to back up thelr argument against
the Baptists. One of thelr favorites was:

"Beloved, believe not every Spirit but try them
whether they be of God, since many false Prophets
are gone out into the World." The Baptista were
also reminded that the Seriptures enjoined obedlence
to the maglstrates who do not bear the sword of ius-
tice in vain, 21
, Secondly, there was a"fear”thaf‘the édcéeﬁs eﬁjayed by
the Baptists would ruin the Established Church. The lower
class of people in Virginia were heavily burdened with man~
datory rules and regulations executed by ths Established
Church, People do not enjoy‘being told what to do andvuhan
to do it. This 1is especlally trﬁe as.it pertainé tovchﬁrchv
going. Theieforé, the freedom to think and act as indi#iduala,
as offered by the'Baptiats, caused many folks to ignore
the Eatabliéhed‘Chufdh and caused the Establiéhéd‘church
leaders to become very concerned.az‘

Lewéhy, 6P 't
~oT. =3, pp. 128-129.,

224 Ibidcp P 31290
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A third cause came from the idea that the Baptlsts
were & menace to soclety. The people claimed the Baptist
dodtrines were subveraive of religion and morality.. Cne in
particular was:

That after conversion & man cannot gin unto death;
by which you take off all religious Restraints from men
of abandoned Princliples, who, having been once dipped in
your happy waters, are let loose to commit upon us mure
ders, and every Specles of Injury, when they can do it
secretly so as to avoid temporal Punishment. 23

The Baptists also had thrown at them the accusation
that the effects of'their preaching was to destroy the home,

| 'Wives are drawn from their Husbands, children from
their Parents, and slaves from the obedience of their
Masters. Thus the very heartstrings of these little
Socletles which form the greater are torn in sunder,
and all their Peace destroyed. 2l

Some 1ndividuals claimed that the Baptlists were plan~
ning to destroy the state., When several Baptist preachers
were arrested in Middlesex in 1771, they were seagched one

2
at a time to see 1if thay were carrying rirearms.

The fcurth reason for opposition was that the Baptist
pieachers were thought of as false prophets, It was said of
the preachers that they had:

By art and stratagem intoxicated the braina of poor

23. 1bid., pp. 129-130, He is quoting from "An Address
to the Anabaptists Imprisoned in Caroline County, August 8,
1771, in Purdie and Dixon's Virginia Gagntte, February 20, 1772.
214.0 Ibid,, Pes 130a

25, Ibid,
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people until they were horribly deluded. Thelr piety
was considered a sham and hypocricy and their loud praye-
ing as ostentatious. Their gospel was looked upon as a
"religious madness", a "terrible Distemper" which raged
Mwith greatest fury", an "Enthusiastic and Super-
stitious Delusion". 26 o

A £ifth cause of discontent is seen in the violent
attacks, by the Baptists, upon the Established Church, The
Baptists believed, whether true or not, that the clergy of
the Church of England were responsible for the persecution
and oppoaition. Because of this belief, it is not hard to
see how the Baptist ministers were able to be rash and
abusive in thelr condemnatlon of the Established church., At
times some Baptists were even indecent in their speaking

27
against the Established Church,

‘The sixth cause 1s seen in the economic picture of .
that day. The Baptists were accused of drawing many from
their labors to their meetings,

At times the number of males at meetings was actually
counted by enemies and their lost wages totalled and this
loss would be blamed on the "Wretched new~lights". The
latter were accused of bringing people into habits of
idleness and reducing them to want and distress. The
poverty of most Baptlst preachers, salong with the lowly
status of the members, no doubt added weight to this
argument., 28 o

Any ordinary group of people would have been dis-

26, Ibida.
27. Ibid., p. 1l32.
28, Ibid., p. 133.
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couraged, but, in spite of the opposition, the Baptists flour=-
ished, : Many of the accusations were turned to good effect

29
and only served to strengthenctheir convictions.

The persecution which the Baptists had to endure made
many friends for them, with some coming from the Established
Church, One friend who came to the rescue of the Baptists
was_Jameg}Madison., Mr, Madison was a member of the state
church though his brother, the governor of Virginla, was a
Baptist. Mr, Madison; who was later to become President of
the United States. wrote in 177L to a friend in Fhiladelvhia
as rollows:

That diabolical hell-concelived principle of perse=-
cution rages among us, and to thelr eternal infamy the
clergy can furnish their quota of imps for such perse-
cution. There are, at the present time in the adjacent
county, not less than five or six well meaning men in
Jail for preaching their relliglous bellefs, which are
in the main quite orthodox. 30

Another friend of the Baptists was Patrick Henry. He,
a great orator and lawyer. rode horseback about fifty miles
from Hanover County to!Fredericksburg to defend a group of
Baptist preachers in jail there. HMr. Henry'a defense of these
men is a olassic and needs to be 1ncluded here.

"The king'a attorney was reading the indictment

29, 1bid. -

304 L. L Gwaltney, Heralds of Freedom (Nashville:
Broadman Press, 1939), p. 89.

31' Ibid', pp. 89"90.
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| 32
against the preachers when Henry walked into the court.,"

Le L., Gwaltney in his "Heralds of Freedoﬁ” presents
the happehingé of thaﬁ déy as described and commented on
by Rev. William Henry Foote in his "Sketches of Virginia",
The account follows:

. Patrick Henry, who had a few years before brought
himself into notice by his famous plea against the
parsons (Episcopal priests) in Hanover, hearing of the
sltuation of these Baptist ministers confined in Spot-
tsylvanla jall, rode some fifty miles to volunteer his
services on the day of their second trial. He entered
the courthouse almost unknown, while the indictment was
being read by the clerk., The king's attorney, having
made some remarks in defense of the prosecution, Mr,
Henry taking the paper containing the indlctment, said:

'May It please your worships, I think I heard read
by the prosecutor; as I entered the house, the paper I
now hold in my hand, If I rightly understood, the
¥ing's attorney has framed an indictment for the pur-
pose of arraigning, and punishing by imprisonment, these
three inoffensive persons before the bar of this court
for a crime of great magnitude,--as disturbers of the
peace, May 1t please the court, what did I hear read?
Did I hear it distinctly, or was it a mistake of my own?
Did I hear sn expresslon, as of a crime, that these men,
whom:your worships are about to try for a misdemeanor
are charged with,--with,--what?! Then in a low solemn,
Yisavy tone he continued-~'preaching the gospel of the
Son of God?'! Pausing amid profound silence, he waved ‘
‘the paper, three times round his head, then raising his
eyes and hands to Heaven, with peculisr and impressive
energy, he exclaimed--'Great Godl!

A burst of feeling from the sudlience followed this
exclamation., Mr. Henry resumed--'May it please your wor-
ships, in a day like this,--when truth is about to burst
her:fetters,-~when mankind are about to be aroused to
claim their nstural and inaliensble rights--when the yoke
of oppression that has reached the wilderness of America,
and the unnatural alllance of ecclesiastical and civil
power, are about to be dissevered,--at such a period,
when liberty,-«liberty of conscience,~-is about to wake

2.»‘ b [ ]

————
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from her slumberings, and inquire into the reasons of

such charges as I find exhibited here today in this ine
8ictment, '«=here he psused, and alternately cast his pilerc-
ing eyes upon the court and upon the prisoners, and resumed,
'If I am not deceived, sccording to the contents of .

the paper I now hold in my hend, these men are mcocusad of
preaching the gospel of the Sonl--Great Godl!' :

A deeper impression was visible as he psused, and
slowly waved the pesper round his head, 'May 4t please
your worships, there are periods in the history of man,
when corruption snd depravity have so long <ebessed the .
human character, thaet man sinks under the weight of the
oppressorta hand,--and becomee nis servile, his abject
glave; he licks the hand that smites himj; and in this
state of servility he receives his fetters of perpetual
bondage. FEut may it please your worshipse, such a day
has passed away. From thet period when our fathers left
the land of their nativity for these American wilds,~
from the moment they placed their feet upon the. Ameriecan
continent, {rom that moment despotlism was ¢orushed, the
fettoers of darkneass were broken, and Heaven Jdecreed that
men should be free,~free to worship God sccording to
the Bible, Were it not for this, in vain were all their
sufferings and bloodshed to subjugate this new world,
if we their offspring must still be oppressed and per-
secuted. Put, mey it plesse your worships, permit me
to inguire once more, for what are theses men about to
be tried? This paper says, for preaching the gospel’
of the Saviour to Adam'’s fallen raos,?!

For the third time he slowly waved the 1ndictment
ground his heed, snd lifting his eyes to heaven in &
solemn, dignified manner, and again looking et the court,
he exclaimed with the full power of his strong voicee
What law have they violated?' The scene now became
m inful,~~the audience were excited,--~the attorney was
agitated,-~the bench and bar were movedj and the pre-
siding §agistrate exclaimed, 'Sheriff, discharge these
ment, 3 ,

A1l auring the years of the Revolution, the Baptists
‘were constantly carrying on their asgitation far £é1ig1ous
‘vliﬁarty;bfThé years of sufféring’aﬁd persééuﬁibn had taught
them fhe_vaiue of publicity, agibation; petitibns and lob-

, 3§‘ Ibid., PP 90-93.
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bying. Not all at one time did they gain their conceasions,
but 1ittle by little their faithfulness was rewarded, They
uuqted 8 law legalizing marriages performed by the Baptist
ministers; they asked that overseers of the poor he chosen
by the community; they constantly aesaulted the veatries,
None of theae}pnrtial neasures campletaly'natiefiaa the
Baptists. They wanted and demanded complete religious free=~
dom and did not let up in their efforts until thls gosl
had been won.Bu |

The religious freodom enjoyed in the United Statesa
todey 18 & living testimony to the Paptists of early Virginia,
The type of Baptist described in this chapter was typical
of those who came to Louisa County, Virginie, in the latter

balf of the lith century.

3. Sweot, Religlion on the American Frontier, p. 15.



CHAPTER II
THE BAPTIST MOVEMENT INTO LOUISA COURTY, VIRGINIA

Malcolm H, Harris in his "A History of Loulsa County,
Virginia," says that the Baptist movement in Loulsa dates
' ; 3
back to 1754 with Shubael Stearns and Daniel Marshall,

I. THE EARLY LEADERS

As has already been mentioned in the previous chapter,
Stearns and Marshall were products of the "Great Awakening". |
Thej»came down from»ﬁew England, through Virginia to settle
on Sandy_creak in North Carolina,

Stearns abd Harshﬁll were ably asslisted in thelr work
by GoloneliSamuel Harrisg.‘ Mr. Harriss, well known as &
Virginian of distincticn,”hadlbeén converted under the
preaching of Daniel Marshall, These three men were the lead~-
ers of the Separate Baptista.36

Even though all three of these men, Stearns, Marshall,
and Harriss, preached in many areas of Virginia, it was Samuel

Harriss who was to play the lead role in Lonisa County., His
influence was felt far and wide and God greatly used him to

35, Maloolm H, Harris, A History of Loulsa County,
Virginia (Richmond: The Dietz Press, 1936), p. 189.

, ”"36}'Roberth..Torbet;.A‘HistorvafAthe Baptists
(Philadelphia: The Judson Press, 1950), p. 24b.
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preach the:gospel.

Mr, Harriss was a resident of Pittsylvania County.
He held ﬁany different offices in that county, among them
wers the office of sheriff, church warden, burgess for the
sounty, captain of Mayo Fort, commissary for the fort and
army, justice of the peasce and colonel of the militia.
Colonel Harriss, as he was often called, could boast of an
}education which was very good for his day and also of the
fact that he came from respectable parontags.38

"He appears to have first received serious religious.
conviotions under the preaching of Joseph and William Murphy
at a meeting-house near Allen's Creek, on the road leading
from Booker's Ferry, Staunton River, to Pittsylvania
courth.ouse}."39
| Harriss became identified with the Separate Baptista
early in the movement; he was ordained'ruling alderlin 1759,
He was particularly active in the revivel in the counties,
which would include Louisa, north of the James River. People
came from forty and fifty miles, and often ceme & distance

of a hundred miles to attend his meetings, Hundreds of indive

iduals would come and gaﬁ up camp on the grounds in order to

57. Semple, OpPe. clt., p. 18.
38:» Gewehr, Op. clt,. » Po 118.
39, Semple, op. cit., p., 18.
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be able to stay thrcﬁgh the meetings, It vwas not uncommon
for the ground to be covered with those who had been, while |
¥r. Harrlss preached, "struck down under the gonvioction of sin:"uo
~ Another early leader in the Daptist movement who

played & very vital role in the ostablishment of the firast
Louisa County Baptist churches was John wallar;"aarn*
December 23, 1741, in Spcyfsylvania County, he gained & no=
torious reputation for reeﬁleeanesa end profanity., This kind
of iiro caused the people in the area to give him several
nicknames, two‘or the more popular wers, "The Devilte Adjﬁtant“.
- and "Swoaring Jack Waller".

His family was highly respectable and ¥Waller himself
was one of tho leaders in his community., He became an ore
phhn early in 1life and received 1ittle education. His unole,
who served as his guardlan, wanted him to study law, Waller
waafa member of the grand jury who tried Lewis Cralg, (a
Baptist preacher and leader in Spopiéylvania County), for
preaching. It was from this courtxirial that Waller got hias
firat impression of the Eaptiate.'a '

James Read beptised John ¥Waller in 1767, during one of

~his visits to Orange County. Waller took aver the care df

l}ﬁ;. Eeﬁﬁhr’ ODs ¢lt., Ps 118,
41, Semple, op. git., p. 2.
héa Rarris, gg.‘oit., pp. 205-206,
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Wallers Church 1n,1769.u3 Thia shureh, known as Lower
Spottsylvania, was constituted with one hundred fifty-four
mémbers on December 2, 1769, with John Waller as the first
pastor. Even though John Waller was the chosen pastor,
he was not duly consecrated to the office of pastor of the
church until June 2, 1770, Like many of the early churches,
tbis one soon adopted the name of 1ts,paator.hu |

John VWaller baptised more than two thousand individuals
and helped in the formation of eighteen churches., He had for
many years the pastoral'eare~of five different churches.

- Even though there are no recorded incidents that show
Baptists ever having been persecuted in Loulsa County, many
of the preachers who labored there were severely persecuted
in other counties. In order to'fully understand and appre-
ciate the faith of these early Baptists, 1t is necaésary to
mention something of thelr sufferings whilch came about
because of their stahd for God end the Bible,

- Samuel Harriss 1s a good example of the way the early
Baptikts”wéra treated, BHarrlss, a constant traveler, would
not confine himself to one place for long, but was always

looking for openings to preach. There were few places in

L]_?,. §emple,\-9_2.-g__5_._t_.u Pe 2‘.}‘-
4. Minutes of the 1928 Goshen Baptist Association.

,_.,5., Gewehr, ODe- cit., p. 119.
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Virginia that d4d not have a meeting with Samuel Harrias
preaching the Gospel,

On one oceasion in Culpeper, he was arrested and
taken to court on the charge that he was disturbing the
peace, The court ordered him not to preach 1n that county
for the next twelve monthe or they would send him to jail.
He left Culpeper and crossed the Blue Ridge praaching along
the way and in Shenandoah, On his way back he stopped egain
in Culpéper where a group of young preschers were holding a
meeting. The urge to preach was too much for Mr, Harriss; B8O,
when the young preachers had finished he rose and spoke to
the congregation:

I partly promised the devil, a few days past, at the
courthouse, that I would not preach in this county again
in the term of a year, But the devil iz a perfidious
wreteh, and covenants with him are not to be kept; and,
therefore, I will preach. 46

Samuel Harriss was of course just one of many Baptist:
preadhera who suffered violenee.'_James Read, a companion of
Samuel Harrisa, who, 88 has alrsady been mentioned, led John
Waller to Christ, and whose 1ife will be discussed in a

- . L7
subsequent chapter, was another,

6. killiam Taylor Thom, The Strugple for Religious

Freedom in Virginia: The Baptists. John Hopkins University
Studlies 1in Historical and Political Science. (Baltimore:

Johns Hopkinas Preas, 1900), pp. 15-16.

47. Jemes B, Taylor, Virginia Baptiat Ministers (First
Series. New York: Sheldon and Cormpany, 1B60) pp. 20=27.
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Many times John Waller was beaten severely. In
Qaroline‘County in 1771, the sheriff, the locsl parson and
ﬁis clerk led an attack on Waller, The parson, trying to
silence Waller, ran his whip down Weller's throet. They
then pulled Waller down and beat him severely,' Waller, sore
aslhe wasiakept right on preaching aftor his persecutors
departed.

On June l, 1768, the first actuel imprigonment of
Baptists was carried out in Spotfaylvania, Lewis Craig,
John Waller, James Childe (a member of the Thompsoné )
Meeting-house in Louisa County), and William Marsh were
arrested and charged with disturbing the paace. One pare
ticular charge waa‘that "they cannbt'meeb @ man on ﬁha road
but they‘mhst'ram 8 text of Scripture down hie throat", If
they would promise not to preach for a year and a day and
put up a cértain smount of nmoney as security, the court
offered to release them, Refusing to do this they were
'1mprisonod. All except Lewia'craig, who was released atéer
four weeks, were kept in jail for forty threp days. "While
in prison they constantly prsached through the grates. The
mobs without used every exertion to prevent the people
from hearing, but to little purpose,®

| The persecution and violenaé handed the Raptiat

LB. Gewehr, op. cit., p. 120.
149, Ibid. p.-l22,
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preachers tended, as it did among the first Christlans, to

spread the Gospel and to make it more secure.
II. MEETING-HOUSES ESTABLISHED BEFORE 1800

At least five Baptist Meeting-houses were established
in Loulsa County before 1800, Thompsont's (later known as
Goldmine), was planted by Samuel Harriss and Jemes Read}
Scarrot's by John Waller, who established Roundabout and
Little River, and with thn‘Leland planted William's
Haeting«house.so

| Thompson's Meeting~house, the oldest Basptist church
in Loulsa County, was organized in 1770, Baptist preachers
in Orange County had made an impression on a number of
folks in Louisa County who had gone to Orange to hear them,
They were so impressed that they began to watch out for
preachers that they could 1ndgca to come to Louisa to preach.
Samuel Harriss and James Read stopped in Louisa on one of their
preaching journeys through Virginie, and were greatly
blessed bf the Lord with a number in the area around the
Thompson's Meeting-house being baptised. This caused other
preachefs to visit this érea and the church became an or-

ganized unit in 1770. David Thompson was called as the
first pastor.

~ 50, Semple,,op. cit., p. 186,
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Perhaps the people mmade a mistake in their cholce
of Thompson, because the church declined under his care,
Finally, however, Thompson moved on and the church called
John Leland as pastor. The church increased to & great ex-
tent as God poursd out his'bléssings on the ministry of John
Leland. Few preachers enjoyéd the privilege of being as
popular among their people as John'Leland."Hoéaver, much to
the regret of the community, Mr. Leland in 1791, returned to
his native New England. |

The next meetingéhéuse organized into a church was
Scarrot!a.sa This was one of the many planted by John Waller.
Little is recorded concerning this church but, Robeft B,
Semple in his writings concerning the Baﬁtists in Virginia
sald, "This church, though not large, is of good standing.
Nothing uncommon has occurred among them. They havé moved on
smoothly for many years under the stated ministry of Elder
Henry Goodloe. Early after their constitution Mr, Willlam
Dawson was their pastor, but he did not continue long among

them." Scarrot's was organized in 1777,

- gi. ibid.,pp. 215“'216.
' 52, This church, according to tradition, was located

on the present state road #522 and about one half mile from
the present Trinity Baptist church,

53. Semple, op. cit., pp. 218-219,
5h. Ibid,, p. 186,
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According to Malcolm Harris in his History of Loulsa
County, the ‘next church organized was William's in 1785.

It actually had two meeting-houses., One in Goocht
land County and one in Louisa Gountjg‘ The building on the
Louisa side of the Scuth'AnnaS6 was located about one hun-
dred yards from the present South Anna Baptist church,

'On March 7, 1778, ! a general committee met at the
William's Meeting-house to consider the rééently‘prdposed
provision, thet was later to become a part of the Federal
Constitution, having to do with the question of religioni
freedom. ‘At this meeting & committee was created composed of
elders John Haller,'John Williams;'Eli Clay, and Reuben:Ford.

. There were two other matters of business that lend
rea1<aignif1cance'tO“this/maeting;“'One'was'a discussion of
the "Rise and Progress of the Baptists", the other had to do
with mak’ingslavery'moi'e'bearable.s9

* John Waller was one of the first pastors of William's
Meeting-house. Mr, Goodloe followed John Waller and served

55. Harris, op. e¢it., p. 201,

56: The name of the rivervﬁhich divided the two
meeting-houses.

57. 1778, is confusing since the church was organized
in 1785, but services were held there prior to its organization.

58, Minutes of the 1951 Goshen Baptist Assoclation.
59. Ibid.
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there until about 1796,:when John Poindexter bécame the pas-
tor. The people enjoyed an excellent revival under Mr,
Poindexter's ministry, during which time between ninety and
one hundred persons were baptised. |

The next pastor was Elisha Purrington. Mr, Purrington
was a man of mild and pleaseut manners, very~11ve1j:and af~
fectionate in his preaching and'Sdﬁnd in doctrine. ‘Uﬁdér him
the church enjoyed peace and happiness. Mr. Purrinctén
came from New England to Virginia as a teacher of churah
music, in whicn, according to Semple, he was-"Excéilad by none
and equaled by‘few'ihthe'state";bo

In the William's church was an unusual man named
Thomas Warord; "an old and faithful disciple of Christ, who
was emong the first to profess religion at the rise of the
Baptiéfa".6l

Thomas Waford was not a prescher, but did far more
good'than many preachers" When Johnywaller and others would
make thelr journeys over the state, Mr. Waford would go be=
forehand to advertiée and make arrangements for their meetings,
He would SAck up’ﬁithiprivate arguments what the preachers
had proclaimédfffém fhp pulpit. ”Hé“aléo shared with the B

preachers their persecutions, In Essex County, at one time,

~ 60, Sempde, op. cit., pp. 211-212.
61, Ibid., p. 212.
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he was brought before the magistrate slong with the preachers,
They,aearched‘hisgaaddleabags and then discharged him because
he had not disturbed the péace by pféaeﬁing;’,“At another
meeting, when persecution ran'high;1he went to the spring to
drink, and there meeting with one of the sons of Belial was |
severely whipped, the scars of which he will doubtless carry
to his grave."62

The fourth church established in Loulsa County before
1800; was constituted in 1791, and named Roundabout,§3

"The meeting~house of Roundabout church stood’on the
north side of the old Richmond and Gordonsville road, about
three miles east of Ball's Cross Roads and about seven miles
due south of Louisa Courthouse."6 |

In 1792, John Poindexter was called as pastor of the
Roundabouﬁ churech, It seemed és'ifyeod hsd really sen£ the
right man to them, because, under Mr. Poindexter!'s ministry
the church experienced a powerful revival, lIn a few months
after he came to the church more than one hundred were
baptised. .

So many of the new converts were from the neighborhood

of Foster's Creek, that it was decided it would be best to

62. 1bid., pp. 212-213.

63{4;§1Q;;'p; 186.

6. Ibid,, p. 217,
65, Ibids,
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have a meeting-house nearer to them. An arbor in the woods
near Munford's Bridge sserved as the first place of worship.
They used this arbor in the woods until they were able to
build a meeting-house on Foster's Creek, called Siloan, though
‘4t usually went by the name of the creek on whioh it was
built. The house was to be free to be used by all denomina-
tions in the area, except when the Baptists had need of it
they héd the preference.bé ‘

The church was organized with thirty female and nineteen
male white members along with avnumbefiof colored Qnes. The
Goshen Association held its ennuel meeting in 1798, with
the Foster's Creek church. Much is said here about the Fos-
ter's Creek church because it was always considered a part
of the Roundabout'church. In later years when a split came
most of the people went back to the Roundabout chnroh}67

The rifth:and last church extablished in Louisa County -
prior to 1800, was Little River, which was constituted in the
yoear 1791, the same year in which the Rﬁundabout‘churoh was
organizad.68

' The meeting~-house at Little River 1s lpcated today at
the same spot where the rirét house was built, "Its history

ob. Harris, op. cit., p. 197.
67. Ibid.
68, Ibid., p. 199.
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scemed to have been uncolored by the vicissitudes that beset
many churcheé of the day.”69

The activitiea or these and other Lcu&aa County
Bnptiab churches will be dealt wiﬁh more rully in aubaoquenh

chapters.

69. 1bid.



CHAPTER III

A TYPICAL LOUISA COUNTY BAPTIST CHURCH CONSTITUTION,
AR EARLY MISSIONARY SOCIETY CONSTITUTION AND EXe
CERPI'S FROM SOME EARLY MEETING-HOUSE DEEDS
CONSTITUTION OF TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
Organized December 25, 1863
1st, This Church shall be known as the Baptist Church wor=
shipping at Trinity, Louisa County, Virginia.
2nd. We bellieve that the Scriptures teach that a visible
Church of Christ 1s a congregation of immersed bee
lievers, assoclated by Covenant in the falth and felw
1owahip of the Gospel, observing the Ordinances of
Christ, governed by His laws and sxercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His word}
that 1ts only Scripturel officers ars Bishops or
Pastors and Deacons ﬁhoae Qualirlcationa, claimas, and
duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus,
3rds The Church to assemble once a month to transact buse |

iness, or oftener 1f thought necessary.
COVENANT

Having as we trust been brought by Divine
grace to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ
and to give ourselves wholly to Him we do
now solemnly covenant with each other to
walk together in Him with brotherly love
to His glory as our common Lord, We do,
therefore, in His strength engage that we
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will exorolise a Chrisiisn care and watohe
fulness over sach other and falthfully
warn, exhort, and admonish each othor as
cocasion may require; that we will not
foraaks the assembling of ourselvos Loe
gothor but will uphold tho public worshilp
of God and the ordinances of His houses
that wo will seel Divine ald to enable us
to deny unzodliness and every wordly lust
and to wallt eircumspectly in the worlddj
that we will chesrfully contribute of our
proporty according as God has blessod us
for the maintensnce of a faithful and ove
anzolical ministry among us for the pupe
port of ths poor and the spread of the |
Gospol over the world,

RULES OFP DECORUMN

-1st, The Pastor to act as Modoratori in oase of absence, . -the
Chureh to chsam oneg. :

ano All atim to be decided by a majarity amapt tus
' TO06 v!.ng of mambers «= thon ths Church to be unanimoua,

3rd« The members to spoak one at a timo, to rise and pddross
tha Hadamtor, and cast no rai‘laatima

lﬁsh. No porson to interrupt anothor whua spoaking or making
a motion} every motion must be soconded.or falle -

Eth, The Constitution, Covensnt, and by-laws to be ran& at,
every maaﬁim i thcmght nOCAssArTe

6th, Ro porson to sbsent himself in time esf ﬁomg business
wl thout leave of the Moderator, 70

The early Loulsa County Baptist Misslonary Sooletles

wore formed with mich zoal and interest, Following are two

Misglonary Soclety Conatitutlonass The firat ane is brief,

the other one in more detalls. The first one was for lsdles

0. This c"onatitutien was piven to the suthor by a
manmber of the present Trinity Baptist Churche



31

only, the other included both men and womene.

Article 1 «-

Article 2 -

Article 3 =

Article lj ==

Article § ==

Article 6 -

GOHSTIEUTIOH
This Soclety shall be called the Baptist Female
Misaionary Society of Loulsa for foreign mise

‘sions.

The design of this soclety is to ald the Baptist
Mission Soclety of Virginig in thelr endeavors
to promots the Redeemer's Kingdam emong the
hsathsha

There shall be a meeting of this society'every
year, at such time & place as the-sooiéty may
appoint, At every annual mesting there shall
be elected a board of managers, consisting of
a principal agent and si# ofher managers.

It shall be the duty of the managers to use el 1
proper means to promote the obJects pf tha,
soclety «= to collect &udigposo of funﬁa agroaw
ably to the Constitution, and to present a re-

port of their proceedings at every annual meetw

Ing.

It shall be the duty of the agent to preside at
all meetings of the board, to state questions,
keep order, and record the proceedings of the

gocliety.

Alterations of this constitution may be made at



32

a meeting of the society by the congurfence of
: : : : 7
two~thirds of its members present.

At the Elk Creek Mesting House in Louisa County,; on
March 15;_1832;4a nunber. of persons;,having egreed to unite
as & Missicnar& Soclety,. adopted the fallowing Constitution,.
After which they elected the following officers:

Robert Goodwin, President
Pollison Boxley, Secretary
Henry Harrls, Treasurer

After the meeting they adjJourned to meet on the second
(2
Saturday in the following April at ths same place,.

CONSTITUTIOR OF A MISSIONARY SOCIETY

We hereby agree to unite as a Missionary 8Soclety
Auxilisry to the General Assoclation of the Baptist
Church of Virginia, for the purpose of supplying
every destitute part of thias state with preachings:
to be denominated the Elk Cresek Missionary Soclety,

Any person contributing $l, or upwards annpally
shall be a member of this Socletye. , o

The officers of this Socisty shall be a President,.
Secretary and Treasurer,  The President shall preside
at all meetings of the Soclety, and call extra meetings
when necessary. The Secretary shall keep a record
of the proceedings of the Scclety, as also a record
of the names of the memvers. The Treasurer shall -
collect all monies due the Society, receive cone
tributions, keeping a correct account; and as soon -
a8 ho can pay the same over to the General Agent
or order whose certificate for such payment shall
be deposited with the Secretary.

This Society shall meet annually before thes 1l5th
of May, for the purpose of appointing one or more '
delegates to represent it in the General Association,

71. Copled from a paper, without a date, found in the
Bible belonging to Henry Harris, an early leader in the Elk
Creek Baptist Church, This papser is now in the possession of
Pr, Malcolm Harris of West Point, Virginia,

72. Ibid.
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the names of such delegate or delegates shall be entersd
on the certificate of the agent which shall bs the cre=
dential, entitling such delegetion to a seat in the
Genersal Assoclation. 73

Vary interesting conclusions may be drawn concerning
the earlj Bapbista of Louilsa County from their deeds for
church property.

The following is a portion of the desed for the South
Anna Baptist Church property as réeor&ed in the Clerk's
office of Loulsa County.

This deed made this lst day of May 1875 between
Bettis A, Clough of the County of Louisa and State
of Virginia of the 1lst part and A, T. Goodwin &

Wm James Walton & R.C.+ Carpenter lawful Trustees

of Southanna Baptist Church in the same county

and State of the other part witnessed that the

ssid Bettlie A. Clough for and in consideration

of the sum of thirty dollars cash in hand pald,

doth hereby grant bargain and sell unto the sald
parties of the second part and thelr successors -
forever a certain tract or parcel of land adjoining
the present lot of sald Southanna Baptist Churche. 74

The following deed 1s unusual in that the property
was‘used by thréa denoninations with instructions laid
down in the deed as to the time the denominations were to
use the 6hurch for services, |

This deed made the 2nd day of July in the

year 1886 between Thos. G. Bowles and Lucy E.

his wife of the first part and Ira F, Jordon,
Frank V, Winaton parties of the second part

13, Ioid.

7. This is a portion of a deed as recorded in the
County Clerk's office at Louisa County, Virginia, and dated

1875,
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witnesseth that the said Thos, G. Bowles and

Lucy E, his wife do grant in fee simple, with
general warranty, unto the partles .of the second
part a lot of land, containing three tenths of an
acre, lying on the Victoria Furnace Road in
Louisa County and adjoining the lands of ‘

Thos. G. Bowles, Thomas Thompson and others

with metes and bounds as follows: Beginning

in the middle of said road, thence N, 35% Degrees
E. 17 poles to a stone, thence S. 355 Degrees
E. 6 poles to a stone, thence along said Road

16 poles to the beginning, In trust nevertheless
for ths following uses and purposes and for

none other « that is to say = the said lot of
land snd bullding thereon, known as the "Miners
Chapel™ shall be used for the public worship

of God and other religious uses by the three
Christian Denominations, known as the Presbyter-
ian, Baptist, and Methodist, in the order and time
specified below that 1s to say the first and '
third Sundays and the following weeks shall belong
to the Presbyterian, and the second Sunday and the
following wesk to the Baptists, and the fourth
Sunday and week following to the Methodists. 75

The author of this brief history has had the privilege
of serving as pastor to many of the heirs of those described
in the following deed.

This Deed made this 1l3th day of March
1893 between George E. Ware and Jennle C,
his wife of the first part and T. T. Jolmson,
John 84 Quisinberry, B, W. Vass, W. J. Coleman,
end W, H, Groome Trustees of the church known
and dedicated as Trinity Baptist Church
for the religious benefit of the congregation
known as the Trinity Baptist Church of the sscond part
all the parties as a Church being of Loulsa Co., Va,
and so recognized in this deed, Witnesseth:
that for and in considseration of the amount
of one. $1,00 dollar then in hand paid the
receipt of which we do hereby acknow-

73«.Tﬁis is a portion of the Miner's Chapel Deed as
recorded in the Clerk'!s office at Louisa County, Virginia,

and dated 1886,
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ledge we Geo, E, Ware and Jennie C, his wife
parties of the first part, have this day
donated and by these presents doth donate

with general warranty unto the said T. T,
Johnson, John S. Quisinberry, B. W. Vass,

We Js Coleman and W, Hs Groome, Trustees of

the .seild Trinity Baptist Church and to thelr
successor trustees of sald church forsver a
certaln piece or parcel of land on which the
building known as Trinity Church now stands and
containing 2% acres be the same more or less
described by recent survey made by John W,

Runn Sept. 29th 1891 hersto annexed and to be
recorded with this deed as follows beginning

at a rock corner to McGehee thesnce N. 28
Degrees E, 5,50 chains to a rock corner with
McGehes about 40 feet from the main road thenca
S. 73 3/L Degrees 14495 chains corner in main
road with McGehee thence S, 28% Degrees W.

5.60 chains to a rock in Ware's and Sulpher
Mines Cos line thencs N, T2 3/1(. 14-095

chains to the polnt of beginning and bounded hy
the lands of the said Ware MeGehee and the
‘Sulpher Mine Co. to have and to hold in fee .
simple unto the sald trustees and unto their
successors in office for the sald Trinity
Baptist Churche. 76

The authory =ime ’was at one time, the pastor of the
Elk Creek Baptist Church of Loulsa County, Thers are tﬁo
deeds recorded concerning the Elk Creek churcheﬁggLare'
quite interesting because the first deed ﬁas quite liberal
in that any‘and all ﬁrderly.ﬁinisters could use the facili-
ties while the second and later deed speeified that the
property was for the Baptists only.

Whereas a meeting house has been erscted on the

land of Henry Harris on Elk Creek in the County

of Loulsa for all ordsrly ministers of the gospel

of every denomination to preach in and whlch is
known by the name of the Elk Creek

75, This is a portion of the Trinity Deed as recorded
in the Clerk's office at Louisa County, Virginia, and dated 1893,
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meeting house and whereas William Kimbrough,
Samiel Ragland, William Tyler, Joseph Sande
ridge and Thomas Micholls are appolnted
trustees of the same. Now thls Indenture:
witnesseth that the sald Henry Harris and
wife. for and in consideration of ths sum of
five dollars to them in hand pald the recelipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged have granted
bargained and sold unto the saild William
Kimbrough, Sarmuel Ragland, Wn, Tyler, Joseph
Sandridge and Thomas Micholls aforesaid and their
heirs forever a certain plece or parcel of
land on which tha said mesting house now stands
containing by actual survey one hundred and
fourteen square poles and bounded as follows,
beginmning st a corner hickory on Smith and
Harris thence South ten degrees east fourteen poles
and twenty~two links to a corner on the old

- mine road on Smith and Harris thence South
sixty-eight and a half degrees east slxteen
poles to.a corner hickory on Smith and Harris
thence north thirty-~one and a half degrees
east twenty four poles to the beginning, to have

- and to hold the sbove described pleace or parcel

~of land to them the above mentloned trustees
and their heirs forever and the sald Henry
Harris and wife as further covenant and agree with
the aforesaid trustees that they will warrant
and forever defend the right and title to the
aforsesaild land and premises with the sppurtenances
to them the said William Kimbrough, Samuel Ragland,
Wm, Tyler, Joseph Sandridge and Thomas Micholls
trusteos as aforesaid and their heirs forever
free and clear from the claim or claims of
them the sald Henry Harris and wife thelr heirs
and againet the clalm or claims of all and every
other person or persons. In testimony whereof
the said Henry Harris asnd wife have herewith set
thelr hands and seals this 9th day of April 181L. 77

- Whereas a meeting house 13 about to be srected
on the land of Thos. Harrla near Elk Creek in
the County of Louisa for the exclusive benefit
of the Baptist denomination and which 1s knowm
" by the name of the Elk Creek meeting house
and whereas Garland T, Waddy, John Hart,

77« This 18 the first Elk Creek Deed &8s recorded in the
Clerk's office at Loulsa County, Virginla, and dated 181k,
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Joseph C, Boxley, Calas i, Carpenter & Thos,.
T. Goodwin are appointed trustees of the same, 78

~ 78, This 1s the secéﬁd Elk Cresk Deed as recorded in
the Clerk's office at Loulsa County, Virginia, and dated 1848,



CHAPTER IV

SOME OF THE MORE FAMOUS,EARBY LOUISA COUNTY
'BAPTIST LEADERS ‘

JOHN POINDEXTER

Not until Poindexter became a married man did he man~
ifest an interest in the subject of religion; on the contrary, .
he was understood to be an opposer, At that period when the
gospel was first proclaimed by the Baptists in the County of
Loulsa, where he resided, he employed all his influence to
resist the truth. But the Lord was mightier than he, and the
truth became effectual in his own family. His wife was |
turned to thé Lord, and rejoiced in him as her Saviour., This
circumstance created in the bosom of Mr. Poindexter mingled
emotions 6f surprise and rage. His opposition was exhibited
in more marked and decided manner., When his companion de~-
sired to be immersed, and to unite herself with the Baptists,
he entered his express prohibition against it. In secret
places she often wept, and sought God on behalf of his cause
and her unbellieving husband; nor were her entreaties in vain,
The Lord heard her prayer, and brought her companion to feel
his own guilt and ruin, and to beg for mercy.

In Pebruary, 1792, he was publicly ordained to the
work of the ministry., Within twelve months after his ordina-

tion he baptised upwards of one hundred. and the chureh contine
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ued to increase until more than three hundred were added, His
labors were extended into the neighboring counties and with
great power did he exhibit the truth as 1t 1s in Jesus Chrisat.

' Flder Poindexter was a man of no ordinary talents, His
digcourses were highly doctrinal, aﬁd usuallyldisplayad'mueh
thought and disorimination. He seldom preached without prep=~
aration, glving evidence that in ﬁo common degree he was &
goribe well instructed in the éhinga of the kingdom.

' The influence of Elder Poindexter was extensive and
nmerited, For many years he was the clerk of Louisa County;
and, a8 a member of the community, was highly useful. The
Goshen Association, of which he was a member, enjoyed the ade
~vantage of his counsel and influence, For a series of yeuéa
he was elected to preside over thelir deliberatlons. Aithough
inquiries have beoen made, no definite information Ims been
recelved concerning the precise time ahd ciroumstances of
his departure from this world. His déath took place the
latter part of4the year 1819,

ABSALOM WALLER

This servant of Christ was born in Bpotfeylvania,
Virginla, in the year 1772, His parents, several years prior
to thelr marriage, were brought under religious influence by

79« dames B, Taylor, Virginia Baptist Ministers,
Volume I {Philadelphia: J, E, f%ppincot% & CGompany, 10859),
pp. 371-378.
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the 1nstrumentality of Elder Samﬁel Harriss, Having heard
from'hia lips,the preaching of the Gospel, and embraced it
in 1768, they bacame members of the Baptist church. They
had six children, of vhom Abselom was the oldest.

In 1768, as alreédy referred to,vhe became & joyful
believer in Christ, and some time during the next year was
baptised by his uncle, John Waller, and united with the church
at Waller's, Spotfsylvania. V\hen he and his brother John
were converted, s deep impression was made on the mind of
their uncle and pastor, IHe felt that John was designed of
God to become 8 minister of the gospel. Connected with this
impression, & remarkable incident is related. Elder John
Leland, who then resided in Virginia, attended a meeting at.
which he met the youthful brothers, and had an opportunity to
héar them both lead in prayer. After rising from his knees he
eppeared thoughtful, and calling the atteption of the pastor,
said, "Brother Waller, you.are doceived in your impressions:
John will never preach; but that little white-headed boy",
pointing to Absalom, "will be the preacher in your flcck".ao

ELISHA PURRINGTON

Many of those who have labored in Virginis as the her-

alds of the Cross were natives of other astates. "The subject

350 ibid., PP 281"2831»
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of this sketch, it 13 believed, was born in New England,}#nd'
came to this state about 1772. EKis principal object in
moving here was to teach the science of sécrad music.‘ He
succeeded in obtaining pétronage in loulsa, Goochland, and
Fluvanna countiés,‘and~hav1ng,f6rmed;a métrimonial engage=-
ment with é'Miss Todd, finaliy'sattléd in the first-named
county. Although he was a member of'the Saptist church when
he moved to Virgiﬁia, he was‘far from being zeaioue in spirit-
ual things. But a happy change took place in his religibus '
feelings, which resulted in the conviction that God required
him to work in his vineyafd.‘ He began to exhort, and ultimate-
ly to preach. At first his efforté were very unpromising;
many believed that he would never overcoms the obstacles which
impeded hié‘progress, and he was often, on this account, the
subject of despondency. vBut, with the most inderatigabla
industry, he spplied himself to study, and by degrees
acquired an extenslve fund of knowledge. Ie became one of
the moat intelligent préachers of his_day, His acquaintance
with the Scriptures was deep and thQrbugh, | |

As he advanced in life his influence increased, not only
among the privafa mamberé of the church, but his brethren in
tbexministry.” Af Associational meetings he was oftoh consulted
b&zthe most intelligent rogafding difficult passages in the Word

' ‘ - 81
of God,‘while his qpinions recelved most respectful attention.

81, Ivid., p. 379.



JOHN LELAND

John Leland was born in Grafton, Massachusetts,
May 1L, 1754.

He states that his father presented his first child
for baptism, and in doing 1t, the passage, "who hath required
this at your hands?" was strongly impresséd upon hia mind.
Six other children were born before he ventured to have them
receive the rite., John was among the number, Being about
three years old, when he ascertained the object of the meet~
ing, he ran away, snd, falling received an injury, which caused
the blood to flow freely from his face. He was afterwards
forced to the baptismal water., He says: "All the merit of
this transaction I must give to the maid who caught me, my
father, and the miniaster, for I was not a voluntary candidate,
but a reluctant subject, forced against my will",

 He was in egrly life fond of study. He could réad the
Bible at five years 6f agé; His education did not ekceed
the ordinary branches taught in the common schools of that
day. Having access to few books, the Bible was his constant
companion. He seems, however, to have been a headstrong, .
unmanageable boy, being, as he says, "in all evil, full of
vanity, éxceedingly attached to frolicking and foollsh
wickedness", | ' '

In his eighteenth year he became the subject of
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religious impressions. He was baptised June, 1774, He

began to speak, with spirig, with other young men, and even to
2
preach before his baptliam.

Little 1s known or facordéd concerning many of the
early faithful men who labored so diligently for the Baptist
cause in Louisa County. The 6hly"rédord of many is that
tribute givén them in the Goshen Association Minutes after

they have passed on to their rewards.
DEACON WM, P. NUCKOLS

Wm. P. Nuckols, the son of Lewis and Henrietta
Nuckols, was born in Louisa County, Va., in the year
1816, He passed to his rest in the eighty-sixth
year of his age on the 10th of November, 1901, At
the time of hls death he was a resident of Spot¥syle-
vania County, Va., In 1863, when the Trinity Bap-
tist church was formed, Wm., P. Nuckols was one of
ite constituent members, He came to Trinity
from the Mt. Hermon Church, For the forty years
during which he was a member of Trinlity he was s
very prominent in all the affairs of his church and
a most valuable and useful Christian man and
citizen in all his community. For many years he
wasg-a deacon of his church, superintendent of its
Sunday~school, and a leader of his brethren in every
good word end work, He was a man of earnest piety,
of fine practical judgement, of great courage and
firmness where principle was involved, full to
overflowing of the spirit of charity, affable and cour-
teous in his manners, having the confidence and re-
spect of all who enjoyed his good nelghborship, end
consequently it was not so strange that he should .
have ocecupied so prominent and useful a position

82, James B, Taylor, Virginia Baptist Ministers,
Volume II (Philadelphia: J, B, Lippincott & Company,1859),

pp)_BO'si



in his church and in his community. 83
DEACON B, F. VAUGHAN

Benjamin Franklin Vaughan was the eldest chilad
of Joseph and Catherine Vaughan, of Hanover County,
Va. He died at hls home in Louisa County, on
January 13, 1904, being 73 years old, His wife
was Miss Lucy Dora Carpenter, daughter of Mr, Calus
M. Carpenter, of Louisa County, Va,

Some twenty-five years ago Brother Vaughan became
a member of tixe Elk Creek church, and from the time
- of his joining the church to the day of his death
he was a most llberal, falthful, and useful member
of his church, I asm-sure in all my experience in
church effairs I never knew a more attentive and
liberal church member than B. F. Vaughan, He was
always at his post, wise and judicious in counsel,
and courteous and respectful of the opinions of
others, and in the matter of burden~bearing always
ready to do his part. For many years he was a deacon
and the clerk of his church, teacher of the young
men's Bible class in the Sunday School, and in
general one on whom his pastor and brethren could
rely in every phase of church work. 84

DEACON RICHARD W. LUMSDEN

Died of pneumonia, at his residence, near
Brian, Louisa County, Va,, February 22, 1905,
in the sevanty-first Year of his age, Richard W.
Lumsden.

He was a warmly esteemed and faithful member of
Trinity Baptist Church, and for many years one
of her beloved deacons; and by his modesty, strict
integrit £ and uniform Christian life, he won for
himself "a good name which is rather to be chosen than
great riches." He was an affectionate husband and
father, a firm friend, and a kind neighbor, His
devoted wife, eight sons, and two daughters survive
him. His pastor. church. and community feel deeply

83. Minutes of the 1902 Goshen Baptist Associatlon.
8L+ Minutes of the 1904 Goshen Baptist Association,
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the loss they sustained in the death of this
excellent Christian gentleman and deacon. His
example and influence still live, and his works
do follow him. 85

The following obituary of Henry Pendleton is so
beautifully wiitten that it must be included in its en-~
- tirety. The individual who wrote the obituary must have
been his pastor, even though there 1s no record of who

composed it.
OBITUARY OF HENRY PENDLETON

Departed this 1life at his house in Loulsa
County, Va. on the 1lst day of November, 1822,
Henry Pendleton, Esq. in the 60th year of his age.
¥Mr, Pendleton was for many years an upright member
of the Baptist church, holding the office of Deacon, in
the house of God. By hls death his family has sus-
tained an irreparible [sic] loss. The useful member
of society, the tender husband, and the affectionate
father is taken away, and & numerous famlly left
to mourn his loss, The deceased stands recorded
among the millions, who in death have found support
from the gospel of peace and have borne this faith-
ful testimony to i1ts power to save and support in
the trying hour, During.a languishing illness,
he uniformly asppeared calm and resigned, often
speaking of the mercy and goodness of God to him,
He was favored with bright prospect of eternal joys,
and often expressed his victory over the fear of death,
and exhorted his family not Lo mourn on hls account, He
took great pleasure in engaging in prayer with a friend
who visited him even when his speach had failed him,
He made signs of his desire to join in the worship
of God, his Saviour., On seeing one sabbath evening,
the pastor of his church, enter his room, he immed-
iately sald; I have great peace, and mentioned the
words of the Lord Jesus.,

5, Minutes of the 1906 Goshen Baptist Association,.
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"My peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you," His friend seid., That is the churches
legacy. Yes! Said he! and it is mine, and what
& blessing, - ,

On the same day in the presence of several,he
repeated at difference times, "the mediator is the
way to God",and none can spproach in any other way.
"Jesus died to save sinners." The last time he was
able to converse with the pastor of the church of
which he was a member, he spoke much of the Lords
tender deallngs towards him, and enumerated many
mercies he still enjoyed. On parting this friend
observed, If we never meet agaln in time, I hope
to meet you in heaven, After a little pause his
trembling lips replied, "Yes! We have an eternity
of Joy and praise before us, the smile of God will
make us smile on death." Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my last end be like his, 86

JAMES READ

All that isvknown or‘the early hlstory of James Read,
before his conversion to God, is from his own account. He‘
revealed that, in his early years, he falt the gréét weight
of guilt as & transgregaor of the DiVina'Law. He had many
mistaken 1deas on the subject of religion, however. When
he was about thirty years old, in the year 1756, he surrendered
to the lord Jesus, It was in North Carolina, under the
ministry of Elder Daniel Marshall that he was converted.
Until this time, he had few educational opportunities,
and could neither read nor write when he entered the min-
istry., It was through the tutelage of his wife he became
able to read the Bible,

86, From the family papers of Mrs. W. M, Forrest,
formerly Anne Pendleton, Af Cuckoo, Virginia, a great, great
granddaughter of Henry Pendleton,
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He found his greatest work in winning souls to
Christ as an evangelist, although he was not qualiried to
igstruct in spiritual things in some respecta. He felt
the burden for the thousands lost in sin, and he preached the
Gospel of Christ in simplicity and Godly sincerity.

With a t@lent suited to itinerant evangelism, he
traveled widely in North Carolina and Virginia, 1In one
journey, with Samuel Harriss, he baptised seventy-five
persons; and in another, two huhdred received Christ and
were baptized.

At one time in his life, because of some improper
conduct, he was excluded from the fellowship of Christian
brethren, and deprived of his ministry for two or three
years. He was restored to full exercise of his ministerial
functions upon presentation of satisfactory evidence of
his'repentance. From that time to the end of his life, he
showed himself blameless and was greatly used in God's cause,

Although he was respected as a plous and success-
ful man of God, his early years of comparative ignorance
influenced his attitudes. He was too much inclined to con-
sider his impressions to be immédiately'from heaven., This
inclination to over-enthusiasm was apparent from his childe
hood.

His death took place in 1798, and in 72nd year of
his age; after more than forty years in the,ministry.
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The end of hils life iifaa described as triumphant, ss he was
willing to leave the world to be with Christ. In his last
hour, he said to a friend, "Do you ngt see the angels,

walting to convey my soul to glory?"

B7. Tavlior. First series, op. cit,, ppe. 26-27.



CHAFTER V

THE FORMATION OF THE GOSHEN ASSOCIATION ARD THE PART PLAYED
BY THE LOUISA CHURCHES UNTIL THE CIVIL WAR

The original Separate Baptigt Associlation met gith '
the Sandy Creek church in North Carolina in 1758.88 There
was no regﬁlarly constituted church in Virginis at this
time, The Assoclation increased in size as attendance ine
creased in the churches. "In 1767, soma of the Spotsyl-
vania preachers attended the Assoclation, and obtalned the
attendange of a presbytery, to cpnstitute thelr first
church," ?

There were several disagreements between the Separate
Baptists and Regular Baptists in Spotsylvania. In 1769,
the Separates held an Association meeting to which the Rege
ulars sent mossengers, Reconcillation was attempted but
failed.go

In 1770, the Separate Baptist Association met again at
the Sandy Creek Meeting Place in North Carolina, They decided
at this meeting.to divide the Assoclation into three dise
tricts., The firat meeting for the Assoclation in Virginia

88, Semple, op. cites, pe 6l
89. Ibide, pP» 6Ts
90, Ibide,s DPDs 67*68.
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was to be held at the Thompsgn's Moeting House, in Loulsa
County, in September, 1771, |

Thus, Louisa County has the distinction of having the
first Virginia Separate Baptist Association meeting in the
state. Howavor, thera was a repulation Forming meeting held
at the Craig's meeting house in May of 1771. Thils mesting
was necessary in order to have some rules and regulatlons by
vhich the Association could operate at its first official
meoting. At this meoting at Craipts Samuel Harriss was
chosen moderator and John Weller, Jr., clerk. The Louisa
church was represented by Jamas Childs, Davld Thompson, and
Andravaribbla, The followingz report was given by the
Louisa church.

Added by baptism sincae October (1770) = « « « 17

By experience or commendatory lettors « « « « 0

Romoved by death « = = o w w a « e v w « e = = )

By excommmunication « = « @ w w ® «w % w v w w = 9

Undoer CONBUND » m o o o & = = w & & = o » o = ]

DIismlinsad m w o & = & % ™ o & =« & & w - b - D

Restorad « w w o w w o % & 4 ® % wm e o o oW ow o ]

Now under care (total mombers) = « « « = = « 300, 92

The Association met as scheduled at Thompaon's meetiny

house in September of 1771l. In 1773 the Assoccliation divided
into & northern and a southern district. The Amsociation
had its ups and downs but somshow stayed together until the

division of the General Aasociation which began in 1783,

913’ ____,EBEE:: poe 68-69,
92. Ibié.’ PPs 69"70;
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Por several years after this, subedivisions were made and
the Goshen Association became a reality in 1791, The Goshen
Agsoclntlon has occupled its original territory up to the
present tima with little, if any, change. This Assooclation
included all of ths Loulsa churchsa.

The first Goshen Association meeting wéa hold at the
Roundabout Mseting House in Loulsa, thus giving Louisa anothe
er first in Associational meetings, Ths Roundabout church
in Louisa was the only church reporting a revival.gu

The early records concerning the activities of the
Goshen Association and the Louisa churches are scarce, The
oarliest copy of association minutes ia 1795, and 18 pree
served in tho Virginia Baptist Historical Soclety at the
University of Richmond,

There were four Louisa churches represented at the
1795 Goshen Association meetingt Roundabout Meeting House
with representatives John Poindexter, Thomas Johnson, John Lea,
and John Gilbert; Williams Meeting House with representa-
tives William Walker, John Nichols, Henry Pendleton, and
Nathan Sims; Scarrots Meeting House with representatives
Benjamin Hellens, Thomas Gardner, Joseph Sandridge, and
William Mansfield; and.Thompaona Meeting House with repre-

93. ibld.s Pe 185,

9].|,. Ibid., Do 1871
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sontatives Thomas Goooch, John Bigger, Charlas Slaughter,
and Oeorge Morris,

" The Assoolation choss John Poindextor of Reundabout
Haoting House wmoderator, and George Morris of Thompsons

as assistant olerk, Those two men wers also selectad to
| preach during the meeting of the Aasaaiatiﬁn. These same
(éwa Lsuza& Baptist leaders were alas chase} along with.twantyr'
others, to rspresent the Gushen Associatlon at the next
Goneral Commlttee meeting. Thg Circular Letter was written
that year by John Poindexter.

~ The next record of any minutes of the Goshen Baptist
Aaadclation in tha Virginia Baptist Historical Soclety
begins at 18000, The same four Loulsa County ohurches
represented at the 1795 Assoclatlon meeting were represented
at the 1800 mesting. °

George Morris was the moderator and was from‘?hnm;aaﬁs
Maéting Houss in Loulsa, The Ciroular Letter was on relig-
fous sducation and family worahip'g?

In 1801 the same four Loulsa County churches wore rape
rasented at tha Goshen Aassaoclation meeting. John Poindexter
from the Roundabout Haqting House wag chosen clark, Thga
Circular Letter was on the offlce and duty of a doacon.

) 95 Ninutos of the 1795 Goshen Baptist Association.
96, Minutes of the 1800 Goshen Daptist Association,

97. Ibld.
98, Minutes of the 1U0l Goashen Baptist Assoclations
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There are no available rocords of the minutes for
1802 and 1803 in the virginia Baptist Historioal Soclety.

In 1804 the Little River Church was added“to the oripge
insl four Loulsa County churches represented at Goahén Asgoe-
clation mestings, and Thompsons Mesting House bacams‘known
as the Goldmine Meeting House, John Poindexter from the
Roundabout Meeting House was chosen moderator, The Ciroular
Letter was on the Life and Conversation of a Chriatian.g,

In 1865 the same fiva Loulsa County churches were repw
pesented. John Poindexter was again chosen maderatov‘ The
Circular Letter was on the Lordts Suppar.laa

In 1805 the Goshen Association met at the Goldmine
Mesting House, Loulsa, The same five Loﬁiaa Gcnnty churches
wers repreosented, John Poindextor was again ohosan»moderatar
and the Cirsular Lettor was on the Nature of Christian
Gharity;lol

In 1807 the sanme five lLoulsa churches were represented
with John Poindoxter chosen agaln as moderator, The Ciroular
Letter was on the Advantage of Church Histcry.lca

In 1808 the sams five Loulsa churches were represented

~39,. Hinutes of the 180l Goshen Baptist Asacoiation,
100, Minutes of the 1805 Goshen Baptist Assoclation,,
101, HMinutes of thoe 1806 Goshen Baptist Association,
102, Minutes of the 1807 Goshen Baptist Aasociation.
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at the Goshen Association which met at Willlams Meeting House,
John Poindexter was again chosen moderators .The Circular
Letter was on the Exerclsing of Public Giftsach

The 1809 Minutes of the Goshen Association are missing
at the Virginla Baptist Historical Soclety.

- In 1810 the same five lLouisa County churches were rep- -
rgsented at the Goshen Association meeting which met at the
Little River Meetling House. . John Poindexter was again chesen
moderator. The Circular Lettsr was on Reading the Scrip-
tures.l?u ’ |

In 1811 the same five Louisa churches wers represented
with John Poindexter‘as moderator.. The Circular Letter was
on Revivals and Declensions in Raligion.lo5

In 1812 the same five Loulsa churches were represented
and John Poindexter was chosen moderator, The committee
falled to complete the Circular Letter so Andrew Broaddus}
the clerk, was instructed to bring an address on Revivals in
the Aasaciahien¢106

In 1813 the same five Louilsa County churches were rep-

resented, and in addition, the Elk Creek Church which was

—103. Hinutes of the 1808 Goshen Baptist Assoclation.
10&. Minutes of the 1810 Goshen Baptist Association.
105, Minutes of the 1811 Goshen Baptist Association.
106, Minutes of the 1812 Goshen Baptist Association,
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admittod to ths Coshon Assocliation at thls nessions John
Poindexter was chosen noderator, The Cireular Lotter was
sﬁ'?raoﬁiaal Heligion, by A. Waliarula?

| In 181l the same six Loulsn County churches were repe

resented with John Poindexter as rmoderators - The Ciroular
Lattor was on Godly 36&1.168

In 1¥15 the Goshon Asgociation net at Coldmine Meeting
Houss in Ioulea County with the same soven Loulss churches
roprasoented, The Circular latter was on tha Door of Admiassion
into the Visibls Oospel Church, Elder Jom Poindexter, who
had bean moderatar many years, was abgent on account of 4lle
neas, and for the first time in yvears the modoratoy was not
from one of the Loulsa ehurches, as the Assoociation selecw
ted Elder A Drosddus, from Burrus's Feeting Housa, to sorve
as maaaratarqlﬁg

In 1816 tho same seven Loulsa churches were representad
with John Polindexter back as moderators The Cireular Letbtsr
was on giving religlous instruction to childrens

“Whawmaa 1t appears by information,; that many Coloured
persons who are Hembers of our Churdhes, hold the abominable |
opinion that it ia no erime, in the sight of God, to pteal

107, Finutes of ths 1Y13 Coshen Baptist Assoclatione
108, Minutas of the 181lL Goshen Baptist Association.
109, Minutea of tho 1815 CGoshen Baptist Assoclatione
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their masterls property, arguing that i1t is taking their
own labour; and whereas many of them, acting upon this prin-
dipla, have thereby brought great reproach upon the cause of
Religlon: this Association therefore strongly recommends td
the Churches, to call upon their Coloured Members one by one,
to avow their opinions upon this point, and where this‘aﬁin-
lon is avowed, and the party cannot be convinced of his or
her error, after full and fair investigation, that they exe
clude them from their fellcwship."llo

In 1817 the same seven Loulsa churches wers represented
with John Poindexter azain chosen as moderator, The Cire .
. cular Letter was on the Reciprocal Duties of Pastors and
Ghurches.lll

~ In 1818 the Goshen Assoclatlon met at the Poster's

Creek Meeting House, which was an arm of the Roundabout
Church until it was constituted. John Poindexter served as
ﬁodarator, and the same seven churches were represented.
The Circular Letter was on Gospel Hissions.lla

"Foster's Creek Mesting House was sltuated one mile
southeast of Munford's Bridge. It was turned over to the

colored members in 1866, and a new houss erected one-half

mile northeast of Munford's Bridge, and the name of the

110. Minutes of the 1816 Goshon Baptist Association,
111, Minutes of the 1817 Goshen Baptist Association,
112, Minutes of the 1818 Goshen Baptist Association,
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113
church changed to Berea"

In 1619 the same seven Louisa churches were represens=
ted at the Goshen Association with John Poindexter as moder-
ators The Clrcular Letter was on Christian Conversation *}lh

In 1820 the same seven Loulsa churches wers represented,
The Circular Letter was on Not Conforming to this Worldplls

In 1821 the same seven Loulsa County churches were rep=-
resented, with the Circular Letter on the Observance of the
Lord!'s Dayell6

In 1822 the same seven Louisa churches were represented,
with the Circular Letter on "An inquiry into the probable |
causes of the languld statoe of many of our chnrahas, and

117
most likely means of theilr recovery from such languor,"

In 1823 the ssme seven churches wgre represented with
1l
the Circular Letter on Covetousness.

In 182l the same seven Louisa churches were represented,

with the Fork Church coming in, The Ciicglar Letter was on
11
The Increase of the Redeemer's Kingdom.

113. Semple, ops clt., pe 217,

1llis Minutes of ths‘1819 Goshen Baptist Assooiéhian,

115, Minutes of the 1820 Goshen Baptist Assoclation,

116. Minutes of the 1821 Goshen Baptiat‘Association.

117« Minutes of the 1822 Goshen Baptist Association,

118, Minutes of the 1823 Goshen Baptist Assoclation,
v 119, Minutes of the 182l Goshen Baptist Association.
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Actually, in this year Scarrott's dissolved its constitue
tions 80 only geven Loulsa churches made a vreport,

In 1825 the meven Louiss churches ragraaentod wara ths
same 86 in 182L. Ths Circular Leottor was on Rovelation
3320120

In 1826 tné same gevon Loulsa churches were reprasontods
William Hiter, the cleorl, wrote the Clrcular Lotter on

Pervent in Syiriﬁwlal

In 1827 the Goshen Amgoclation met at Elk Craek wlth
the gseven Loulsa churchos roprosented. William ¥, Hiter,
from the Goldmine church wae chosen moderators e had
sorvad as olerkt befores The Clreulsr Letber was on the
Support of the Gospel rfzms.‘awy,m |

In 1628; the serme soven Loulsa churches wore reproe-
sented, with W, Y. Hiter chosen mgdaraﬁar¢ The Circular
Isnttor was on Erathgrly love. Tho Towpeyance Cn;rch from
L@uiaa cars into the Asoociation, thus eaanging the total
of Loulsn ohurches In the kasaaiaﬁicn to aight;laB

In 1829 the pams oight Loulsa churches wers represented,
Wl th vﬁﬁav Goldnine, later to becons Iouisa, and Free Union

120, flnutes of the 1825 Goshen Baptist Asseclatlon,
121, Minutes of the 18526 Coshen Daptist Assoclotions
122, Minutes of the 1027 Goshon Daptist Agsoclation,
133.'Hlnutas of the 1828 Coshen Baptist Asscoclation.
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churches coming into the Association, thus bringing the
total of Louisa Baptist churches in the Gashen Assooiation
to tanel

In 1830 the Assoclation met at South Anna in Louisa
with ten churches from Loulsa County represented., William

Hiter was chosen‘mod;rator. The Cilrocular Letter was on
12 :
the Lordts Supper.

In 1831 there were teﬁ Louisa churches listed in
the Assoclation, Villiam Hiter was chosen moderator. No
Circular tetter was published, rather a list or an abstract
of information of the Benevolent Operations of the churches.

Fork « « « « « « Within the bounds of this church,
there are two Sabbath schools, embracing
about fifty.scholars, These schools have
been conducted with prudence,~ and the -
teachers deserve rmuuch credit. Four of the
teachera have been awakened, and have abe
tained a good hopes through srace.

There is one Temperance Soclety
of sixty-eight members, a Female Foreign
Mission Soc%ety in a prospercus ccsnditlion,
and & Bible Soclety in good order, by which
all the destitute families in the bounds of
the church are at present supplied, This

. echurch is now enjoying & precious season of
refreshing; and such a religlous concern,
a8 never was witnessed before in that part
of the country.

Elk Creeok ~ = « «In the bounds of this church,
there is a Bible Soclety in an operative and
flourishing condition. The members of this
church generally, are members of the South
Anna Temperance Soclety at Mount Hermone There
is a weekly prayer meeting,

12l;. Minutes of the 1829 Goshen Baptilst Association.
125. Minutes of the 1830 Goshen Baptist Association.



Lower Goldmine~ ~There is a Missi¢nary Soclety,
Bible Soclety, and Temperance Society within
the bounds of this church, and a regular
weekly prayer meeting kept upe

Free Union « ~ « A Missionary Soclety has been
formed in the bounds of this church, in
ald of the General Association, There is
also a webkly prayer meeting well attended.

Uppar Goldmine « Many of the members of this church
have united with the Bible Soclety, Missione
ary Society, and Temperance Soclety at
Lower Goldmine. A Sunday School has been
instituted, and for a length of time carried
on with order and vigour, There is also
8 weekly prayer meeting held by the church.

Temperance « = = During e part of the year a Sunday
- school haa been in operation at Temperance
Meotling House, and well attended.
There is a large and respectable
. Temperance Soclety here, and the Tempere
ance Reform is gaining ground,.

Little River « « The letter from this church
contains no notice of the benevolent oper-
ations of the present day.

Roundabout « =« = A Migsionary Soclety has been
formed in the bounds of this church, in
ald of the General Assoclation., There
ars regular weekly prayer msetings held by
this church,

William's - « « In the bounds of this churchg
there are two Sabbath Schools, one Temper-
ance Soclety, and & regular prayer meeting,

The Almighty has poured out his
spirit in a wonderful manner upon this
church, especially upon that arm or portion
ofilt, worshipping at South Anna Meeting
House, It would seem that every soul at -
South Anna would be saved.

Laurel Spring - «Within the bounds of this church
there 1s & Sunday School, a Tempsrance
Soclety and a Misslonary Soclety. Several

60
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members of this church are members of the
Bible Society at Lower Goldmine. 126

For some reason not givenvin the minutes, Little River
does not\appear in the Aséoc;atiohal 1ist of churches in 1832,
1833, or 183&,‘but 1nV1835 the}minutés repdrt a\newly con=
stituted church at Little Rlver, which was accented into the
Assoclation,

A In 1832 nine Louilsa churches were repregented, with ,
William Hiter chosen as modsrator. A brief Circular Lgtter»
was compiled on Goapél Discipliqe;‘ EQQ_EQSB;anthWQQ»
Loulsa presented the follgwin§“gﬁery:

Does this Assoclation think 1t orderly to keep in her
fellowship, and support as a Pastor, a preacher of the Re=
forming, or Campbellite order? = From the Commlttee - In
relation to tha‘abave Query, ﬁe racpmménd the adoption of’
the followlng resolution: Resolved, That this gssociation
will not keepkiﬁ her fsllowship, any‘chnrch which countenances
the preaching of ahy Miniasters, or the couéaa of any indive
1duals; who hold fellowship}with Mr. Alexander Campbello

| 127
Adopted without debate, and with great unanimity."

In 1833 nine Loulsa churches were represented with

126, Minutes of the 1831 Goshen Baptist Assoclation,
127, Minutes of the 1832 Goshen Baptist Associatlon,
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William Hiter as moderator. The Association met at Laurel
Spring in Louisa. The Circular Letter was on Unity.laavi

; In 183& the sams nine Louisa churches were represented,
The Oirculaf Lettér was on the exerclse of a publiec gift by
the ministry and the conduct of the church toward the minister,
This letter was a reprint of ons ﬁy Jonn Poindexter in the

1808 minutes, Roundabout is recorded, beginning with this
129 '
year, as Foster's Creeok.

~In 1835 a new church at Little River came into the
Associstlon and ten Louisavchurchés were represented., William
Hiter was chosen moderator, There was a brief Circular Letter

on Time, The Association met at Free Union, which is at
. 130
present known as Mechanicsville,

In'1836 the same ten Louisa churches were represented

with Williaem Hiter acting as modsrator. The Circular Letter
131
was on "Lord what wilt thou have me to do."

In 1837 the same ten Loulsa churches were represented
with William Hiter as moderators The Clrcular Letter was a

o 132
continuation of the previous year's letter.

128, Winutes of the 1833 Goshen Baptist Association.
129, Minutes of the 183l Goshen Baptist Association.
130; Minutes of the 1835 Goshen Baptist Asscciation;
131, Minutes of the 1836 Goshen Baptist Associatien;
132, Minutes of the 1837 Goshen Baptist Aasociation,
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In 1838 only nine chupches were represented, as
Little River failed to report. William Hiter was moderator,
and the Circular Letter was on Carrying Your Religion into
Practice.133
In 1839 the Association met at Lower Goldmine with
ten Louisa churches reporting. 'The.Gtrcular Ietter was on
the sub ject, "Yb,mnst be born'again;“lsu
In 1840 the same ten Louisa churches were represented,
The Circular Lettér was on-Reppntance,LBS
In 1841, the same ten Louisa churches reported to the
Goshen Associgtiqn;” The following yvear, Temperance dropped
out of the 1list of Louisa churches in the minutes of the
Association.136
-”With Temperance not reporting to the Assoclation,
there were only nine Loulsa churches represented at the 1843
Asgsociation meeting., At this Goshen Association meeting,
Iower Goldmine suggested that the Association form a Mission-
ary Society. It was égreed that this should be done and the

| . 137
churches were asked to contribute to ita support,

133. Minutea of the 1838 Goshen Baptist Association.

134+ Minutes of the 1839 Goshen Baptist Assoclation.

135. Minutes of the IBAO‘GbShen Baptist Assoclation,

136, Minutes of the Goshen Baptiat Association, 1841-1842,
137. Minutes of the Goshen Baptist Assoclation, 1843,
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From 184); through 1848, the same nine Louisa churches
reported to the Assoclation. In 1848 a new Louisa church,
Fbrest Hill, came into the Association., This brought the
total number of Louisa County Baptist churches in the
Goshen Association to ten.13

During the years 1849 through 1853, the same ten
Louisa County churches were represented in the Goshen
Assoclation. In 1854 another Louisa church, Oakland, re-
ported, bringing the total number from Louisa to eleven,
Laurel Spfing drOpped out in 1855, In 1856, the remaining
ten Louisa County churches met with the Goshen Association at
Little River, At this time Foster's Creek became known as
Berea Baptist church,139

The same ten chﬁrches‘reported to the Association
during the years 1857 through’1861.1u0

There were 6h1y fivé'Louisg_chnrahea_at the Assoclation
meeting in 1862, The churches ngre“still in Operatioh,‘ ‘
but'thaiprésence of Federal troops in the area hindered the
activities of’the’chhrchaS;l :

The Goshen Assocdiation met at Elk Creek in 1863.

138, Minutes of the Goshen Baptist Association.18lh-18L8.
139. Minutes of the Goshen Bantist Association, 18)9-1856,
140. Minutes of the Goshen Babtist Association, 1857-1861,
1&1; Minutes of the 1862 Goshen Baptist Association.’ |
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Nine Louisa churches reported. In September of that year
the Association passed the followlng resolutions:

1., That the success which has attended the
Confederate arms from the beginning of tie war in
which we are engaged, calls for renewed expressions
on the part of this body, of gratitude to that God
who has thus far sustained us in our graat struggle
for liberty.

2. That nothing in our recent experience ought
to discourage us, or diminish our confidence in the
cause in which we have so freely made so many
sacrifices.

3. That the late appeal of our noble President,
calling on all who belong to the army, to return
to thelir places in the strife, deserves a cordial
response from 8ll the people, and should engage our
most earnest efforts to secure the return, of every-
one sbsent, promptly to hls brethren in arms.

o That 1t is our duty as patriots and Christians,
to do all 1n our power to sustain the credit of the
currency of the Confederate States, and in every
probable way to ald the Government in the further

prosecution of the war until our national indepen=-
dence is secured, 142

In 186h.ten Louiaa churches were represented at the
Goshen Associntion. Trinity Church, of Loulsa County,
entered the Associatlon. At the meeting, the churches wers
concerned mainly over raids by the Fedetal_Trdqps.lhB'

The peopie of the Baptist churches of Loulsa County,
like 8ll Virginians, félt‘the results of the Civil War. The
Baptist convictions, the Baptist spirit and determination,

could not be snuffed out, The simple, pvlain, sensible.

1u2. Minutes of the 1863 Goshen Baptist Asaociation.
‘143, Minutes of the 186l Goshen Baptist Association.
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Bible-centered Baptist doctrines became & part of Loulsa
County life as never,before. The Baptist folks of Loulsa
County have grown and developed with the great Commonwealth
of Virginla. The men of God who have directed the Baptists
of LouisavCounty have been men of courage, stanmina, wiliing-
ness, devotion, détermination, and most of all, men of
great faith in a "Living Word", the Bible, a "Living God",
the Provider, and a "Living Christ®™, the Saviour.

"History 1s so genulne and familiar to men of all
estates, ages, quallties, sects and conditions, that among
the many eulogies it hath received from the learned pieces
of ancient and modern writers, it may be Justly accounted
rather the recreation than the application of a studlous
man.

"It is, indeed, that telescope by which we see into
dlatant ages, and take up the actions of our forefathers,
with as much evidence as the news of thb latest Gagette;
it is the mirror that represents the varlous transactions of
times past, and shows us the dress of antiquity, according
‘to which we may rectify or adjust our present fashions. 1In
a word, it is the last.will,and testament of our deceased
progenitors; which, though it does not expressly leave

every one of us & particular legacy, yet it shows us how



67
1) may be possessed of thelr iInheritance; and aacordingly
as we follow their example, 1live in reputation or ignominy,"

“ This s a.briaf‘hiabéry of the Baptists of Louisa

County, Virginia, to 1865, It would be impossible to
gathep all the impraasions made on Virginia saoiety and the
American way of 1ife by Louisa Baptists. The author of this
paper has not always been & Bapﬁist.ﬂbut is a Baptist by |
conviction, Much of the tradition and color of the old days
18 st11l notilceable in the Loutsa County Baptist dhnrches.
Louiaa County has been and sver shall be a.batﬁer county ink
which to live because of Loulsa Baptists,

0L Eiders Lemuel Burkitt and Jesse Read, A Caneisa
y of the Kbhnkae.naytiat Association from its Origine
. Phlladelphia?! Lippincott, OGrambo and
*ame IX of the Preface.
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