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= The Lawyer’s Library

The North Carolina Legal
Deskbook

Reviewed by Timothy L. Coggins

The North Carolina Legal Deskbook: The Com-
mon Sense Approach 1992-93" may be useful to lay
users of public, academic, and special libraries with
less experience using legal materials, but the book is
less useful for attorneys and law librarians. The
book’s primary focus, a "common sense index” to the
General Statutes of North Carolina, has limited value
to attorneys and law libraries. Five other sections of
mcbookdealwnh”aﬁmnfuﬂﬁcmm
Carolina,” mmﬂmmﬂmmm
nel and fees, and directory information. A similar
book, Virginia Legal Deskbook: The Common Sense
Approach, has rveportedly been very useful in public
and general libraries, but less useful to attomeys and
in law libraries.

The "common sense index” to the General Statutes
of North Carolina is described by the author as the
"only index that uses commeon sense terms to help you
find the section you're looking for fast™> and was
produced to make it easy to find relevant sections

- quickly by using normﬂlsms and by cutting down
. on superﬂuousnfam The author believes
- that the two-volume index to the General Statutes of
_ North Carolina [hereinafter cited as Michie Index] is
- not the best source to use for locating relevant chap-
~ ters and sections of the statutes. The Michie Index
- may be difficult for lay users who are unfamiliar with
- and do not use the statutes often, but attorneys and
~ others in the legal profession use the General Statutes

_ enough 10 be familiar with the index entries. The

. entries used in the Michie Index are "derived from the
. language of the General Statutes, from the phrascol-
. ogy commonly used in the courts of North Carolina

orﬁumuumdogycamnnlymeda&elegd
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. nonlegal terms.™* Both indexes include “sce” and "sec

also” references to help users locate appropriate chap-
ters and sections. A comparison of some entries in the
183«” Mw& nadex and the t\m-volume

neither that term nor "AIDS.” Information about
“child abuse™ statutes ;1 North Carolina is under
“child abuse™ in the Michie Irndex, but under “children
and minors — abuse and neglect” in the Deskbook
index. There is o entry in the Deskbook index for
"felomics,” although there is an entry in the Michie
Index for this erm. The Deskbook index lists cach
felony alphabetically by name. The Deskbook index
has no engry for "holographic will,” nor is there an
entry for this term under "walls.” The Michie Index
provides these entries in both sections.

In many cases, the Deskbook index uses more
specific terms. such a5 "in rem jurisdiction,” while the
Michie Index providecs a soc reference from "in rem
Jjunisdiction” to “mnsdiction.” In other cases, the
Michie Index inclades the more specific term, such as
“school buses,” while the Destbook index entry is
broader. "schools and education-transponation.”

There are 2 number of similar terms used in the two
indexes. Information about gun permits is found
under the entry “weapons™ in both indexes. The
Michie Index provides sec references from "guns™t0
"weapons” and “firearms.” The Deskbook index has
no entry under “guns.” The terms “living will” and
"natural death™ are used in both indexes. Both in-
dexes have entrics for “lemon law,” and both handle
“intestate succession” the same.  The Michie Index,
“intestate succession.” ~~

It is uniikely that a busy attomey would use both
indexes to locate appropriate chapters and sectionsof
the General Swatutes of North Carolina, or that a
person familiar with the General Statutes would
choose 0 use the Deskbook index rather than the
Hudnelm. mmmumm,
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user.

The other materials in the book, although compiled
in easy t0 use charts and tables, arc similar to
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utes of North Carolina chapters and sections. This
portion of the book also includes a list of correctional
centers with addresses and telephone numbers.
Section IV of the Deskbook includes four parts that
were taken out of the statutes (Annuities, Child Su;}»
port, Life Expectancy, and Workers’ Compemm:m}
The child support section includes a worksheet with
basic child support obligations. The other two items
in this section, a statutes of limitations table and
procedural time limits chart, are valuable and are not
published in this format in any other resources. The
author compiled the limitations table and the time
limits from research t!n'mxghm:s the General Statutes
and the rules volumes.” Users must be cognizan that
legislative and other changes might occur between
various editions of the Deskbook. Searching in the
supplements to the General Statutes is necessary to
guarantee that the information in the Deskbook is
accurate and up-to-date. [The similar title published
for Virginia has been updated recenily: therefore,
users can assume that new editions of the North
Carolina Legal Deskbook will appear as necessary.]
Section V ("Courts™) and section Vi ("Directo-
ries”) include information that can be found in many
directories commonly found in law, public, special
and academic libraries. The list of court costs and
fees is compiled from the General Statutes. The list
of North Carolina courts with judges’ names and
addresses also includes clerks and court reporters.
The list of N.C. Supreme Court and Court of Appeals
judges with addresses and telephone numbers can be
found in many resources, as can the names and ad-
dresses of contact persons at state government agen-
cies. The author concludes with a list of law libranies
in North Carolina, but the list does not include the
Institute of Government Library at the University of
North Carolina. This list would be more valuable if
the author had included direct telephone numbers for
reference and/or research departments, rather than
general numbers. Also, in one instance the author
lists the home telephone number of a reference librar-
ian, rather than the number for the library. Careful
preparation would have comrected these problems.
There are other choices for the directory informa-
ammk:ﬂed in this book. The North Carolina Legal
Dmstm costs approximately $47.00, $15.00 less
than this title, and includes substantially more infor-
mation, including a directory of law firms and attor-
neys in North Carolina. This directory does not,
however, include a common sense index to the stat-
utes, nor does it include sections about traffic, crimi-
nal and civil issues.
lawyers buy this book? Probably not. The
m W ﬁf’ers very little to lawyers and law
ry collections. The “common sense index” is not

significantly better than the Michie Index to justify
the expense. There are concerns also about the cur-
rency and updating of the information. The directory
information is available in other sources. Overall, the
book is best suited for public and general library
users. it provides some helpful information in chert
and table format, and many lay users may find the
"commun sensc index” to the General Statutes easier
10 use. &
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