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PREFACE

The purpose of this study is to explore the living
conditions, aotivities and attitudes of the reciplents of
014 Age Assistence in Korfclk; Partamputh an& wapert News,
?irginia. ‘It was believed that such an exploration, by
means of a malled schedule to be answerea ‘and returnea
‘anonymously. would reveal cértain asgecta ot the peraenal’
iivesfof the depandant aged in these urban areas, The basic
aim of the study is to advance the general understanding of
ths preblems, the attitudes and the desires of the dependent
age&.

The writer wishes to express appreciation to Dr,.

E. W. Gregory, Jr,, Professor end Chairman of the Department
‘at 80¢1ology in the University of'Richmnud, under whose
sapervision the study‘was made; to the auperiatendents and i
staffs of the sooial Sexvice Buraaus nf the Departments.of
'2ublio welrare 1n Nﬁrrolkt Portsmauth and ﬂewport Hews,
?irginié for thai: assistance in agsembling data; and to

the ninavhundred and thirty-four reoipients of 014 Agé~
Assistance who supplied the data for the study by completing
the schedule.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The. problem of the sged in Virginia has received
consideration of some sort almost from the first days of
Qélanization.; The first consideration was probably negative-
certainly no company of gentlemen adventurers or explorers
wished t0 be burdened by persons too elderly to be an asse
to their enterprises. COaptain John Smith is reported to
havéyissueéﬁhtdecree atﬁti&g that the unproductive would
receive no p:ovender, a "no work, no eat"™ manifesto.
Although this order was doubtless aimed at those who cone
sidercd work benesth their station in life, it ia-ef‘aipieee‘
with the prevéiling‘sentimsnts of various times and cuit@ras.

. Attitudes toward the aged heve been as diverse s the
cultures in which they 1lived. The‘Anciant“sparpans and the
Eskimos of recent times have cast out the weak and aged to
gérish in orderethatrtﬁe msin,bady'ar the group might be
composed of strong members, At the other end of the scale
have been such sooletal values attached to longevity that
the very old hgve been socorded many specisl privileges.
The Chinese éﬁlture_hasgfollowed this pattern for centuries,
Some Amerind tribes also honored fheir fathers and motheré.
Chief Luther Standing Bear states in his autoblography,

My _Indian Bognaod; that the Sioux Indian boys looked forward
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with graat pleasure to the day when thay would assume the
responsibility for providing for thelr parents and aged
relatives, whethar'with pleasure or not;’tha aged were
usually oared for by thelir children ss & part of Anglo-Saxon
tr&ditia@r or by their lords and mesters in the case of o1d
servants or feudal serfs.

Those unfortunates who had no ties of femily or service
mnst have had a difficult time, particularly in town and city,
with successful begging the ese&peiraate<from starvation.
Perhaps because of the cr&sa&es, with tﬁeir emphasis on service
to others, rather than self, the. concept of charitable works
became widely disseﬁinste&. The code erohivalry,with its
‘stress on protection of the weak and defenseless also ocontrib-
uted to the feeling that the strong must gravida for the
Teeble.

The seperation of cany persons f;om their kith and kin,
by rurel migration to the growing towns, ied Lo reecgnitionkef
public responsibility, through the English 8tﬁtutea of Laberera.l
This action culminated about two centuries 1&%@? in a fairly
complete system for the local administration af public welfare,
suthorized by the Elizabethan Poor Laws of 1601 and lster.
These laws become “leading influances,in the developing
Datterna of soocial work in this country."?

i Stroup, Herbert Hewitt, Social wark, ps L31e2
2 Ibid.
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~ The American colonies generally followed clasely'tha
eétablishea Englishspattern’nf/welrara. _The assumption of the
ragulatidn and adﬁinistration by sigte governments of thé ieoaly
gavgrning bodyts handlingwgf’publié“assistance received its
first graét impebus 1n‘this aaantrj during the Civil Wér.; ‘

The chief provisions made in the early days in this
country were for thefhare‘cf homsless chilﬁrea and the inéigent.
The administrator, called the Overseer of the Poor, usually
relied on institﬁtionaiization ia.én almshcase; or ﬂpobr?ﬁause”,
the popular name for the govarnmentallyféponséxe& instiiutions.
Some of the‘praotioesé,hawevér, wefe‘similar to present day
a?plieation of public assistance. . The overseer tried to enlist
the‘aid,ot the relatives of the indigent in caring for their |
néeds. The property of reciplents of aid was taken ovér anﬁ’
administereé for them by the’aversear. This is rather more
atringent than the presant law's provisions for 01d Age
ASsistanae; whereby the state only acquires a claim against
property of recipients in the amount of financiel aid received.

The‘first gerious attempt to organize public welfare on

a state basis vocured in 1863 in Massachusetts....It was
- not until 1917 in Illinois that the first reallg'integraff
tive State Department of Welfare was initiated,

The problem of 014 Age Zssistence had ample histprical
precedent insofar as local practioe applieé. It took the major

economic oatastrophe of the business depression of the nineteen

3 Ibid.
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thirties, however, to effeot the entry of the federal govern~
ment into the granting of direot financial aid. 0ld Age
&séistanoe was one of the categoxiés of finencial aid set up
nnder provision of the Social Secnrity Aot of 1935. This ot
enabied the federal government to retire from direct rélief -
éiving by restoring the fdﬁctien to the state and looalities.
Autbnomy in administrative matberavwas left to the states.
Under terms of the act, the federal government would reimburse
states for grants to the aged, provided certain standards end |
procedures were established and followed. The federal govern~
ment orginally essumed responsibility for three-fourths of the
first %20.00 and rifty per cent of the balance up to & total
matohing maximum of £#50.00 for each 01d Age Assistance monthly
grant. Approximately fifty per cent of the administrative
ocost were also bbrna by the federel government., The most re-
cent amendment of the Social Security Act and the provisions
for 01d Age Assistence was enacted in 1950. Public Law 73&
states that®

Seotion 302 (a) Section 3 (a) of the Social Seourity
Aot 1s amended to read as follows:
n(A) three fourths of such expenditures, not counting so
muoh of any expenditure with respect to any month as
exceeds the product of $20 multiplied by the total number

of such individuals who received ald age asslistance for such

month; plus f , k ,
"(B) one half of the amount by which such expenditures
excoed the maximum which may be counted under clause (A)....
and (3) in the case of any State, an amount equal to one~

7 TPubilc Law 734, Blst Congress, Ch. 809- 2nd Session.
(H. R. 6000), B.80. ‘
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half of the total of the sums expended during such guerter
as found necessary by the Administrator for the proper
and efficient administration of the State plan, which
emount shall be used for paying the costs of administer~
-ing the State plan or for ovld age assistance, or both,
and for no other purpose,”
The 82nd Congress is considering at present a bill which
would increasa the federal matching maximnm from $50.00 to
$53.00 for each monthly 01d Age Assistauce grant. No changes
have been effeoted by Yirginia law except thaet grants, since
an act by the 1950 legislature, no longer are restricted to
the federal matohing haximum amount of $50.00, if the real
neada of the applioant are in exsesa of that sum. Compllance
with standardized raquiraments of eligibility for granting
0ld Age Asaistanoe is slso a feature of the program.

The federal regquirements for granting 01d Age Assistance
stipulate that the reclpient must have attained the age of 65
years, and be in need of such assiatanoa. The selection of 65
years as the required minimum age is explained on the gréunds
of lack of employment opportunity for ﬁersons of that age or
older. For example, in 1947 only 3.1 per cent of the total
number of workers in the United states were 65 years of age
or ever;s although the percentage of the popnlation above that

age approximates three times the distribution of aged workers,
or about ten per oent of the total papulation.6

T Bureau of the Census, U.S. szatiatical Abstract for
1950. Table 279. p. 234«

ity of Virginia Extension, "People are Living
Longer gn §§§§§§1af AXVII§ Qotober, 1949: 1 1.




Eligibility for 014 Age Asaiatance in Yirgiaia»iné
cludes continuous residence in the State for at least one
year immediately ﬁrecéding‘thevdate,of application for aééistﬁ
ance. A person does not lose his residence, however, until
he gaeins residence in another state, Thus'a recipienb‘cfyﬁld
Age Assistance from North Carolina mey continue to receive .
mcﬁthly ewards from that state for a year before payment is
underteken by Virginia end discontinued by North Carolina.
@hia pro%ision has the benefit of providing for some mobility
in the aged.,

it must be sstablished that the applicant is in necessi-

tous oireumstahces and in need of public assistance., In this
respeot, children in Virginia sre required to support their
ﬁothér‘or aged or infirm father; it finencislly able to do so.
The Géde of Virginia (Seotion 194ha) requires that?

It shall be the duty of all persons sixteen years of
age or over, of sufficient earning power or lncome, after
reasonably providing for his own immediate family, to
provide or asslist in providing for the support and main-

tonance of his or her mother or aged or infirm father, he
or she being then and there in destitute or necessitous

circumstances.
A sum of money or securities, varylng eccording to local
regulations and sufficient only to provide for emergency med~

1cal or burial expenses is not deemed a bar to eligibility,

" EITy 6f Richmond, "Report of the Committee on Public
Welfare," 1948, Se¢ (8), D. 12, quoting The Publis Welfare

lews of Virginia, Secii8), p. lis ,
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This contingency sum was allowable in Norfolk in. 19&9*
59 up to $359 00. Ifa &recipient acquires~fanda in excess of
this amount his mssistence grant is suspended;'on the basis that
ke 1s no longer in need, until he has no maré %haﬁ-&QSO;OO;
’Récipienﬁa are advised at the time of suspension that their
funds are supposed to last them at the same rate their public
aaaéistanee grants do., Actually disbursament'af thﬁ1r privata
funds is usually greater and much more rapid thean the standard
monthly allcwance‘schednlenpr071das;'awingfcniefly'to thé very
low allowances and the easily understocd desire of.tﬂa~racipient
tbyspend without §aving to déliberate thoraughlyfdk‘each tréns-
aotion. Under existing regulations and eligibilityhreguireQ
meﬁts little c¢an Yo cone except to reinstate:tha asslstance
,aﬁard for those former recipiehta who spenﬁrthair surplus
funds very quickly.
\ An applicant for 014 Age Assistance must not be an
inmate of, nor be maintained by, & public institution, 1n ordsr
to be sligible rchOld Age Assistance. The simple wisdom.ef this
provision is apparent 1in that it §revents a waste of public
money through duplication of services, Thia~aligibility re=-
quirement does not, in effect, force those institutian&l '
Ainmates“wha 80 desire and who could manage elsewhsra, with
~ finanoial aid, to remein in the institution. All other
eligibility requirements may be verified and & plan workes
out with the applicant, possibly through the granting of
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temperary ald by'é private aganoy, 80 he may establish his
own living arrangements and meet the non~institutional inmate
requirement.,

An applicent may not have made an assignment of property
80 as to iepder~himself eligible for aseistanba within fiﬁe
yaaré preceding the’aéta,ot epplication.® Ownership of property
presenta no;impgdiment; er se,.to reeeiﬁing ésaistanée but the
tétalfamount;aﬁ aid paid constiﬁutes & claim against the estate
of a recipiégb. The elaim‘is not enforceeable while'réai estate
1s oooupled by an unmarried surviving spouse or dependent
:children,x
,  The aged in the oities of the study presumably are on
theAincréase; both numsricallyfanﬁ on a percentagevbasis; ir
the trends observed na;ion&lly end- in the state ot Viﬁéiﬁia ‘
hold true for the area, The median age for all olassses of the
ﬁopulation of the United States in 1940 was 29.0 years. On a
projected basis; the median age for 1951 is 29.9 years anﬂ for
1961 is 31.6 years.?

Here in Virginla.... the number of persons aged 65 or

more in 1940 was equal to one person in 17. This compares

with the igso figure of 1 person in 27 who lived to be 65
or older,

8 Ibid.(b).
9 Bureau of the Census, op. cit., Tgble 8, p.9.
10 University of Vtrginia, loc, elt,, p.l.



The sctual proportion of the aged in the Norfolk-
?arﬁsmnuth—ﬂbwport Hews Metropolitan District was 1 in 20 in
1940 and was estimated to be the same in 1947Q11 An increase
in population in the metropolitan district e&f some rartyéthrea
per cent took place in the seven year yeriod.la Many cf»che\
pérscns effecting the increasse over the normal birth-death
‘dltféréntial were waf-workers'or_ﬁaval personnel. The influx
of these people; most of them falrly yaung‘ana having children,
has apparently retarded the increase in percentage of aged in
the total population for the area, Aged femeles autnumbéred
males by approximately 8,400 to 7,600 in 1940 and by aﬁcut»
13,000 to 10,500 in 1947.13

The methedology for the study encompassed the use of a
‘sochedule of questions relating té geven aspects of life.
Questions were subsumed under the headings, Personasl Data,
Living Arrangements, Economic Situation, Health, Religious
Activity; Leisure, and Recreation and Personal Attitudeg.lh,
The schedules were imprinted with an explanstion that the re-
quested information was to be used for a study made at the

University of Richmond, Coples of the schedule were malled to

=1l Biresu of the Census, Current Populetion Reports,
1 5; Sﬁries p-Zl.

lﬂ«Ibid,
13 Ibid.

14 Cf. post. Appendix A.
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ell 0ld Age Assisteance recipients in Nbrfalg,,?artsmonth and
Newport News, Virginie in May end June 1950. Mailings were
made by the Soclal Service Bureau staffs in the latter two
oities and by the writer in Norfolk. For distinguishing
data by oities; white papér was used for Norfolk &istribution,‘
pink for the Portsmouth and yellow for Newport News. Photo. |
offset process printing was used on the seﬁe&ule as 5é1ng
much easier to read thankmimeOgrapheé cépies; a consideration
when dealing with aged persons with generally falling eye-
aight.15.

A preliminary test of the general practioability of
the schedule was made befors the mailings. The writer intere
viewed twenty 0ld Age Assistance reciyienﬁs; selected at
randpm; with their full accord and permission, These ocomprise-
ed both white and non-white ocases, as did the control group. |
Although the writer had handled a case load of approximately
elghty-five 014 Age assistanés cases for seven months,
personal judgement was ocontrolled by having twenty cases in
Portsmouth interviewed by several of the socilal workers for
both races. The forty schedules were correlated and the
‘balance were malled when no unexplainable discrepancies
appeared, The personsl interview schedules were retained and

compared with the mailed responses, then incorporated with

15 Cf. post. Sight, Chapter V, Table VI.
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them when positive similarities were found, Those recipienta
who were interviewed in person did not; of coarse; receive
mailed questionnaires.

All responses to items on the schedule were tabulated
1n’ordsr aé they appearedkoh‘the printed form. These tebula-
tions appear in the form of !regueney diatributiohakas
appendixes B to H of the study. Statisticai tables wére
constructed of various responses to items which were deemed
egpecially interesting or aignificanﬁ; The number‘and-par',
cent of'éistributicn of persons in the sample’and the
frequency of response was ons of the results ¢0381ée§ed
significant. Accordingly, these findings are presentea in
Taﬁle I. | |



TABLE I

OLD AGF ASSISTANCE RECIPIFNTS POLLFD AND RFSPOFSES,
BY CITY OF RvSIDENCE, IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH
AND NEWPORT NiWS, VIRGINIA

Number . Namber Per Cent  Per 0ent

City _ Recipients Responses Reciplents Responses
Norfolk 1054 608 ‘57.6 65.l |
Portsmouth 428 226 52.8 24,2
““‘éﬁi‘;" 227 100 z,z,;.}_ 10.7

Totals 1'?09 934 54.7 100.0

iz



CHAPTER II
SEX, AGE AND MARITAL STATUS

It was expected that ﬁa:e women than men, aged 65
years and over, would be fbund on Qla Age Assistance rolls in
the oitles in the area under study. The general predominance
of aged femnles over males in the Hampton RoadS‘metrcpoiitan
distriot has been demonstrated in Chapter I. This.pre-:
ﬁonéérance‘or aged females over males 1s in keeping with the
national trend. The avefage life expectancy.of Temales in
this country is now five years greater than'that of males.
This differential 1s largely the product of greater male
mortality at all stages of life, from foetal development
to senescence. A greatly reduced mortality rate during child-
birth has been the main factor allowing women poLdemogsirate .
theirYSuperidr ohanoes for survival, Other ractprs may also
be cited briefly as being partially respoasible for the male~
femnle death rate differential. vAmong them is the greater
industrial employment of males, with much higher fatal accident
rates than for typleal female employments. »The.greater strain
of competiticn in pbusiness is likewise reflected in the higher
incidence of male deaths from hypertensive causes, including
cardio-vascular ills and:ulcer of the stomach,

The preponderance of female over male Old Age Assistance

reciplents in the study, as shown in Table II, is considerably



TABLE

I

AGE AND COLOR, BY SFX, OF RrOIPIRNTS OF

OLD AGE ABRIBTARCE IW NORFOLK,

PORTSMOUTH AND NAWPORT NFWS

14

VIRGINTA
, gumbér — —__Per Cent
Age snd color  ¥Wele Fomsle 7Total Male  Female fotal
White total 80 149 229 100.0  100,0 100.0
65-69 years 20 43 63  25.0 28.9  27.5
70-7L years 23 45 68  28.8 30.2 29,7
75 yeurs and ) )
over 37 61 93 : 46 2 LO . 9 &2 . 8
Non~¥hite totel 255 450 705 100.0  100.0  100.0
65-69 years . 7% 150 221 27.9 33.3  31.3
7074, years 84 1558 239 32.9 3heb5 33.9
75 years end -
over 100 145 245 39.2 32.2 34.8
599 934 35.9 6kl

Grend total® 335

1100.0

* Total reporting, by sex.
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greater than the prOportional representation of aged females
in the population. Thé percentége distributioh for remalés
and males in the population 1s 56.5% and 43.5%, respectively.
The corresponding distribution for the 0ld Age Aasiatanca
recipients.is 64.,1% for femsles and 35.9% forAmales.V'Tha
cause of the variation in percentcage distribuﬁion is
demonstrably not due to biological or eéblegical‘taotors.
Therefqre; the causation must be sought in terms of the soclal
end economic functions of males and females in the citieé
under consideration.

Opportunities for gainrul employment are greater for
males than for females, generally speaking,\in our soclo-
economic order. This condition may not prevall in the cltles
‘of Norfolk, Portsmouth and Newﬁort News as regards'the none
‘white population, since large numbers of the women are
employed in domestic service by the day., However, the types
of employment in which women ere engaged are not so likely to
be covered by Sociml Seoqrity benefits or industrial or
commeroial pension plans. For exemple, 48 male respondents,
or 14.3%, listed incoms from Social Securlty and Survivors'
Benefits compared to 20 females, or 3.3%, ohecking the same
1tem.16 A oonsiderable proportion of the females may moreover

have been receiving benefits accrued by husbands now deceased.

16 CF. post. Appendix D, Section III, Economie Situation,
Soeial Security,
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The age groupings, 65-69 years, 70-~74, and 75 years
anﬁ'over; were used to determine the proportionate increase or
- deerease in number of 014 Age Asaigtahce recipients with reé
spect to longevity. It will be noﬁea that Table II shaws a
fairly steady progreasion ahtains with increased number ana
percentagea of distribution in the successively higher age
brackets., The sole exception is round in the nanuwhite female
group, aged 75 years and over. The percentage increases fa:
each of the three classes amounts to 17.4% for white males;‘
10,74 for white femeles end 6. 3% for ncn«whiteimales‘,‘whe
;negative differsnce for non-white females is 2.3%, which also
repregents the range of ;ercentage changes in that group for
the different age classes. The ranges in the other groups,
all inecreases, are 21.2% for white msles, 12. 7% for white
females ard 11.7% for non-white males.

This portion of the study would indicate that dgpend~
enoy inorecases dirsctly with age, sinoce there are fewer
pérsona in the éuccessively higher age groupingé in the-gene:al
paﬁulation. The causesa of gregter dependency may be aévaneing
physical and mental disability, fewer aurviving‘relatians to
provide aid, snd the expenditure of savings. The non-white
females provide the sole exception to the progressively
greater number and p§rcentage of 01d Age Assistance reciplents
from age class to class. The probable reason for the even

distribution of this group stems from the faet that most of



17
these people are employed 1n.50mestie work. At age 65 they
héva become largely anemplcyedAor at leﬁst ﬁn&bie to obtein
eﬁployment in domestiec serviee;

A possible remedy for this situation might be fourd in
increased diversity of employmenti. Tralning in‘the various |
handicrart skiils might enable many of these women to enjoy
an income when,théy sre no ionger emplayabiea It w111 ba 3
noted from the activities 11sted in Teble XI that only 1.8%
of the nén—white females knit, for example, compared to
1l.4% of the white females. The matter was aumnd up by\ail
achbol Janitress*® observation to the writer's wire,’k8h§'35~
marked, "I wish I could sew and knitVaaé crochet--we are the
.ohas who really need to know those things but we don't have
enybody to tesch us. This is the only kind of work I can do."

An examinstion of the maritel status of the 01d Age
Asaistanee,recipienta.(Table JII) shows at least one departure
from the expected. The ratio of widowed to married females is
8 to 1 for white end approximately 13 to 1 for non-white,
widowed and merried males exist in equal numbers r9r~white
and for non-white in a ratié of 1 to .9, almoat eqn&l‘gropor~
tions., One pxplanation which offers for the great variation
between the mele and female ratios of the widowed to ihe
merried is the standard death rate differential between males .
and females, or greater life expectancy of females. This faotor

alone would certainly not operate.to produce such & disparate
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TABLE IIT

VARTTAL STATUS, BY SIX AND COLOR,
OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS
IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND
NTWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

‘Grand totals*

Color a ¥ale Fomale ' Tot
Marital status Number Feruﬁent Number Per Cent Number Per Genz
White total 80°  100.0 149 190.0“ - 229 100.0
Single 13 16.2 19 12,8 32 14.0
Married 31 38.8 14 9.4 L5 19.7
- widowed 3 38.8 112 75,2 143 62.4
Separated L 5.0 2 1.3 -6 - 2.6
.. Divorced 1 1.2 2 1.3 3 - 1.3
‘Non-white total 255  100.0 450  100.0 705  100.0
 Single 29  1l.4 36 8.0 65. 9.2
Merried 91 35,7 28 6.2 119 16.9
ri dowed 104 L0.8 367 81.6 L71 66,8
Separated 23 9.0 13 2,9 36 5.1
Divorced 8 3.1 6 1.3 14 2.0
335 35,9 599  64.0 934  100.0

—
—

-
-

* Total reporting, by sex.
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set of ratios sinee it has already been pointed out that the
ratio of aged females to males in the poyulatién 1a‘éb0ut 5.6
to 4.4 and in the survey xespondents a?groximately 6.4 to 3.6.
Howevazf; the biological factor of the death rate dirferént;az
works in cenjunction with the soeial factor ofValmﬁst éniversal
greater age of the male partmer in the marriage. Thus, the
chances are great that the spouse of an cged male would be
several yearg younger than he, with consequently less
probabllity of widowhaod for the males in this study.

The passibility or a oonsiderably greater number of
remarriages for males was scrutiaized but a perusal of Appendix
B, ection I, will show that the average number af years dnra~
tion for present or last marriage does not vary a great dsal
between males and females in each color catagory. The sole ex-
oception consists of white males in Newport News, with éﬁly two

-men reporting, one of them having married tut recently.



CHAPTER ITT
LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

The study reveals that obtsining aatiafaotcrygiivihg
quarters constitutes a major problem for the reeipieﬁts of O1d |
Age Assistance. This is complicated by the féot‘that they must
live on & small budget in &an urban area where exﬁraqrdingry :
demands have been made on housing by a grégt influx ot~defense'
workérs and armed service persénnel.;?, In order to preservé the
integrity ana objectivity,of tﬁis aaation.of,the study, ail
qﬁesﬁione relating to satisfaotich or diﬁéatisfaction with
1iving arrangements were included under ﬁha consideration of
personal éttitudes.ls

‘There are certain alrost universal concomitents of
'low incomse, Among these are & low rate of home ownership
gnd residence.in low rental housing sreas. The budgetary
allowance for rent for 014 Age Assistance recipients, a

maximun of $30.00 monthly for one person or $35.00 for two,?

agsures adherence to thip general ecopomic rule.

17 Cf. Appendix C, II. Living Arrangements.
18 cf. Appenaix H. VII. ?araanal Attituées.

19 Public Assistsnce Manual, Vol. II, Form DPWI S*ﬁa*
210.13.
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The rate of home ownership among the respondents to the
questionnaire is very low, 1.3% of the total distribution, only
13 of 934 reporting that they owned the homes in whioch they
1ived.?0 1t is possible that & large percentage may have been
home owners and have transferred their real property to others |
more than five years before applying for 014 kge Assiat&nce.zl
However; it is not likely that this has been the case in any
appreciable number of instances. The amount of foresight and
planning necessary to effect such eircumvention of the
eligibility requirements is rarely found in the near dependent.
The very force of circumstances which csuses them to live on a
<iawwto—day; hand~-to-mouth basls militates'against any long
range é@conomic planning. The exigencies of the immediate needs
almost preclude considerstion of future needs,

‘The eligibility requirements for 0ld Age Assistance
further make collusion indirectly unprofitable in the case of
transfer of property from a parent to his child isasmuch as the
Virginia Code requires any child "finanoielly able to do so®
to contribute to the support of his aged or infirm parents.??
The financial ability of thé child to contribute is determined
b& the Looél Roard of Publioc Welfare according to a standard of

20 Infra. Appendix C, II.
21 Cf. ante, Eligibility Requirements, p. 8.

22 Supra p. 6.
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Income scales prepared by the State Department of Welfare and
Institutions.?3 fThese income scales fix-thé amount deemed
negessary to support the immedlate family of the child and all'
income in exeess of that amount is considered as surplus, A
varying percentage of the surplus is construed as belng avail-
able for the support of dependent parents. The parent may
have legal recourse té a court order to compel payment in the
case of refusal of a child to contribute. However, an inter-
pretation of the Supporting Law and the denial of 01d Age
Assistanca; when circumstances warrant, are uadally sufficient
to awaken a child to his legal responsibility for his aged
parents; if not to hig moral obligation, As regards housing,
therefore, we may assume that an 0ld Agé Assisﬂagce redipient
who is residing with his ochildren must find himsélt in‘qdite
modest surroundings, at best.

Table IV shows that, of the 86.4% of the total respond,
ents. the largest percentage of the distribution for each .
white and non-white live with their ohildrea. In Appendix C,
IX, it may be seen that the number of respondents sharing a
room with others approximateés the number 1living with their
children; although no record was kept of those actually doing

‘r:ii'n:h,.zlt Those living alone rank second in array. qu non-

T 23 Publlo Assistance Menual. Op. cit‘, Alternate Income
Seales, DPWI Form

24 Cf, post App. Ce



TABLE IV

LIVING APRANGEVENTS, BY SEX AND COLOR, OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIINTS,
IN NORFOLX, PORTSMOUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

Living arrangemenf _ o Mafe v Female : To%gl
— IR Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per GCent
White total — 80 100.0 149  100.0 229 100.0
Alone’ 16 20.0 25 16.8 51 17.9
¥With spouse . 20 25.0° 9 6.1 29 12.7
¥ith children 14 17.5 51 3442 - 65 28.4
With other relatives 5 - 6.3 27 18.1 32 14.1
with friexnds 6 7+5 12 8.1 18 7.8
With Str&ngars 6 7&5 3 2.0 E 9 ' 3‘9
Not reportifg 13 16.2 22 14.7 35 15.3
Non-White total 255 100.0 450 100.0 705 100.0
Alone - 51 20.0 98 21.8 149 21.2
with spouse 64 25.1 27 6.0 91 12.9
with children 38 14.9 130 28.9 168 23.8
¥ith other relatives 22 8.6 69 15.3 gl 12.9
with friends . 39 15.3 55 12.2 9L 13.4
with strangers 12 4.7 8 1.8 20 2.8
Kot reporting 29 llgk 63 14.0 92 13.0
Total reporting 293 87.4 514 85.8 - 807 86.4
Total not reporting 42 12.6 85 14.2 127 13.6
Grand totals 335 100.0 599 - 100.0 93h 100.0

€2
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white the next ocategory oonsists of those living with friends,
13.4% of the total number of non-white, followed by 12.9% each
for those living with spouse or with other rslatives. xThe order
is somewhat different for white;.ahswing 14.0% living with other
relatives, 12.7% living with spouse and those living with |
friends emounting to only 7.8% of the total number of whites.

The numbér living with strangers, those not repprting
and all categories except those living with friends are not
very disproportionate as regards percentages of white and
non-white recipients. There is a much greater percentage of
non~-white reoiplents living with\friends; almost twice the
relative number of whites so reporting. There 1s little'~
reagon to believe thet this difference is occasloned by any
semantic variation in the application of "friend", Rather,
1t would seem that the usage desoribes an amicable, personal
relationship between the 0ld Age Assistance recipient and his
landlord or landlady who inhabits the same house or apartment.
Very probably the white reoipiegts are more liqble $0 rent
from absentee landlords than are the non-white, at least inso-
far as pertains to non-white landlords. The restrioted nature
of non-white housing with its fairly well defined geographio
bounds probadbly tends to limit absentee renting.' Moreover,
the generally lower economioc status of non-white persons may

militate toward more attempts by householders to augment

income by taking in roomers.
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The phenomenon of "1ig1ted“ neighborhoods may wel; be
responsible for the consideradbly 1esser‘mobili£y among non-white
recipients than appears in the whilte portion of the aam§le.
Acoording to the respondents, non-white women have the lowest
rate of mobility, or greatest average nunber of_yearé tenure
in the present home, followed by non-white men, white women
and white men in descending order .27

The average number of persons per househald is one of
the usual coriteria of desirabdbility of living arrangements.
The item checked with greatest frequency by respondents as
most disliked about their living arrangements was "too
crowded”, Yet only 106 persons made this oomplaint as com=
pared to 305 who checked the item of greatest frequency in
the "most liked"® oategory.26 The unweighted average for
number of persons per household would indlcate three persons
per household for non-white and four for white reciplents.
This is a somewhat surprising fact in light of the generally
accepted view that non-whites live in more cramped quarters.
then whites. That generalization is no doubt true for the
non-white population as & whole compared to the total number
of whites, It apparently does not apply, however, to the 0ld

Age Agsistence recipients in the ares under study.

25 Cf. Appendix C. II. Living Abrangements.
26 of. Appendix H. VII. Personal Attitudes.



CHAPTER. IV
ECONOMIC SITUATION

The prinocipal means of support of the individunls
amd families included in this study is 01d Age Assistance.
Despité this fact; many appeared to be unaware of the name
of the source of their daily bresd. No count was kept on
the number of those faeiling to ohéck.ﬁld Age Assistance as
a source of income but the figure would have constituted a
oonsiderable percentage of the distribution., Quite a few
wrote in the words "City" or "01ld Age Pension®™ on the
échedule,athus showing en appreciation of the nature of 0ld
Age Aseiatanoe; if not a thorough understanding of the
program.

This apparent lack of comprehension is frequently en-
countered among reoipients, even though the program is
thoroughly expleined on initisl application for eassistance
and by the Sociel Worker mking the investigetion of
eligibility; as well as subsequently at periodie reviews,
The terms ndn the City" or *0On the County" of ocourse antedate
the 0ld Age Assistance progrem by many years. The cheracter-
1za£ion of 0ld Age Assistance as & pension apparently springs
from faulty or partisl interpretation by newspapers and radio
or a oconfusion of Old Age Assistance with Soclel Security

benerits.



27

A totel of 14.2% of the 01d Age Assistance recipients
receive income from other sources. Over one~hplf this per-
centage, or 7,3% of the distribution, derives its other in-
come from 01d Age and Survivors Insurence. Almost tivé times
the percentage of men recelve such beneflits as do women., The
percentage of white persons receiving these venefits is
approximetely twice as grest as for non-whites, This difference
is attributable to the fact that a larger proportion of white
workers are employed in covered occupations. It was
antioipated that with the lnereased coverage and benefits
provided under H. R. 6000, there would be & slight reduction
in the number of 014 Age Assistance recipients; followed by a
gradual decline in numbers of applicants. No figures were
available for the study aerea as to the number of reciplentis
rendered ineligible by increased Social Seourity payments but
the maximum for the sample could hardly exceed 68 persons, or.
7.3% of the total distribution of respondents,

A reduction was noted in 01d Age Assistance applications
for the entire State of Virginia from September to Qctober
1950. A difference was reported from 711 applications in
‘the latter month to 608 in November 1950, "both traceable
largely to recent incresses in old ege and survivors benefits

under the Federal social security program.“27 AThis reduction

27 Rlobmond Times Dispateh, Monday, December 25, 1950,
p' 3. Col. 5o
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in applications for 0l1d Age Assistance is counter to the usual
trend of inoreased applications during the winter months,
aobording to the State Departmﬁht of Welfare and Institutions.
During the'sama months, October snd November, general rellef
applications increased from 636 to 729; respectiVelyozs

Contributions from children rank ifext in order of
1nﬁidencg; In this category; the white reciplents are dis-
proportionately represented; partioularly in the case of
white meles as compared to non-white males. The low propor-
tion of non-white men receiving contributions from their
ochildren may well reflect the»matriarchal type southern Negro
family organization noted by E. Franklin Frazier in his study
of'the Negro in Americsa,
| Income from other relatives occuples third place in
numerical and percentage strength for the non-white category.
This item is reported by only one white recipient, as are the
items of income from roamers; veteran's and survivors pension
and industrial or commercial pension. The much larger per-
centage of the distribution represented by non-white recipients
receiving contributions from relatives may be attributable to
the comparative lack of mobility of the non-white segment of
the sample., Proximity to relatives,‘rather than greater in-
ﬁome; is probably the chief disposing factor in the matter of

contributions.

28 1bid.




TABEE v

OTHER SOURCTS OF INCOME FOR OLBAAGS ASSISTANCE RFCIPIFNTS, BY SEX AND
COLOR, IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

Income from:

ale

Femalie

Total

Number Per 5ent Number Psr lent

Number Per Cenb

White totsl , , 80 100.0 1L9 100.0 229 100.0
Oﬁa only 55 68.7 130 87.2 185 80.9
Veteran or veteran survivors . : (o] 1 o7 1 oh
Soclal security 20 25.0 8 5.3 28 12,2

~ Children 5 6.3 -7 L.7 12 5.3

- Other relatives -0 0 1 «7 1 ob
‘Roomers 0 0 1 7 1 o4
Wages s} 0 0 0 0 0
Industrial or commerciasl pension O 0 1 7 1 ol

¥on~%hite total 255 100.0 450 100.0 705 100.0
QAL only 208 81.8 LO7 Q04 615 87.1
Veteran or veteran survivors 3 1.2 1 2 K .
Social security -l 10.9 12 2.7 40 5.7
Children 5 1.9 16 3.6 21 3.0
Other'relativas , 3 1.2 8 1.8 1l 1.6
Roomsrs 1 ol 1 «2 2 3

ages . : 5 1.9 0 0 5 7

—Immualm_nmmanmw 2 x4 2 1.1 7 1.0

Total reporting income frem - /
other sources ~ 72 21.5 62 - 1044 134 14.2

Total reporting income from ' e ‘ : S '
0ld age assistance sole}y 263 78.5 537 89.6 800 85.8

Grand total | | 335  .}00.0 599 100.0 934 100.0 ®

it
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The relative number of non-whites, especially femanles,
checking the commercial or industrial pension item is suépect,
particularly in view of the preponderance of whites receiving
SOéial Securit& pa&ments, It 1s possible; bub not very
probable, that this item was correctly checked. It is logical
to assume that the word "Pension" wasg & symbol whioh;evoked
the response, "Industrial or Commerclal®™ was probably 1mper~ ‘
feotly understood, while "Veteran or Veteran's Survivors" was
eschewed because of its ready oomprehension.

The'present'amount of monthly 0ld Age Assistance pay=
ments is not available for the stndy‘area; but it is presumad
thét the average of the payments is greater than the December,
1949, Virginia stetewide average computed to be $21.08 per
o1d Age Assistance recipignt.29

29 oregory, E. W., Jr. The University of Virginia News
letter, "Public Assistance in ?irgInIa,W E%VT, IE June 13,

I;SG’ Pe 1., Col. 2.




CHAPTER V
HEALTH CONDITIONS

The "ills the flesh is heir to"'naturally‘achievé a

-considerable representation among the aged. An interesting

finding of this portion of the study is the fact that the
incldence of ocertain defects or dlseases c¢losely follows
the proportional representation for the recipients in

particular categories.i There’are gsome notable exceptions

to the even distribution. One of these deviations is

obntained in the responses for the item of digestion. The
1noidenca of dlgestive troubles among the white reciplents
is approximately fifty per cent'greater thag that ror the
non-white. There is little reason to believe that the white
persons in the sample have not as inherently good digestive
systems as the non-whites.,

The greater part of the fiigestive malfunctions in
both races is probably due either to dlet or to hypertensive
stresses. Differences in the diet of whites and non-whites
are almost certalinly very sligﬁt. There is some foundation
for the alternative possibility of greater suageptibility by
the whites to hypertension with its related dligestive defeots.
However, the greater percentage of white females over white
males suffering from digestive troﬁbles 1s countexr to the

prevailing national preponderance of males with digestive
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malfunction. It may well be that the explanation of this

anomaly inheres in the commonly accepted medical opinion that

males, by and learge, are subjected to greeter competitive

ﬁréssures and strains in daily 1life. The msles in the sample

are very probably better adjusted to the insecurity attendant
upon attempting to ﬁénage on &n inadequate bndget and are
practically entirely ﬁithdrawﬁ from eéonnmic cagpetitién.
Respiratory ellments among the whites and_nen~whites
follow ‘an irregular pattern with over three and one-half times
as grest a percentage of white ferales represented in ‘the
grbup as there are white males. The incidence of breathing
difficulties in non-white men almost equals the’pereentage of
white women so afflicted ahd 18 almost one and one-half times
the‘progbrtional»:epresentation of non-white women.
The~percentaéés of non-white msles and females suffer-
ing from circulatory impalrments are practically equal, 18.8%
for the men and 18.9% for women. The deviation is very marked
in the whites with exaotly.fiva times es great & percentage of
females represented as are msles., One-third as great a per-
centage of white malea and almost twice as large & proportion
of white females ere included in this group as are found in
the non-whites., The variations are probably not ceused by
greater immunity among white males. Indeed, they have the
highest incidence of circulatory ills in the general population.

It is more reasonablida to suppose that many of the white male
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sufferers have already suqcumbed to cardio-vascular diseases
and are not repreéented in the sample. The differencévbe~
tween white female rates and those for non~whites may be
acoounted for by the rd#t that whites are generallyvmcré
prone to such diseéses.

0f the ailments affecting & minor portion of the
sample, arthritis iz represented almost identié¢ally by sex in
thé two race groupinés. White aﬁd'nonawhite males have a
lower incidence withﬂ;.&%vand 3;9%;Vrespect1vely; White fe-
males have a representation of La?% end non-white females
L.4%, White and nonuwhite malés have almost the sameiihciu
dence of hernia; 2.5% and 2,7%. Although 1;3% of white fe-
males reported hernia, no non-white females so reported. |
White males lead in percentage of sufferers from paralysis and
kidney disease., They have no representation; however, under
the heading "All other" defects or diseases: This category
- 1s led by non-white masles, followed by white females and non-
white females. _

Those having defects of sight present the most even
distribution in thé range of phyaioal ailments, some forty
per cent of each sex and race group being represented., Dp—
reoté in hearing also follow an even pattern'with the ex-
ception of non-white females who appear to be leSs'suscep_.
tible. With respect to defebb or disease ot the 1iﬁhs, white

males and femazles report an almost ldentical percentage of
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persons so impaired, 37.5% and 37;6%. Non-white males and
females indicate a greater‘percentege of sufferers, L2.4%
and 46.2%, respectively. This difference, since apparently
not due to circulstory ills, may result from employment by
the non-~whites in jobs which subjJect the limbs to greaﬁer
strain.

It will be apparent from an examination of Table VI
that the items are not mutually exclusiée.3° Some responde
ents reported suffering from slmost all the items 1isted,

while others enjoyed good health.

30 Cf. post Appendix‘E, IV. Health Conditions



TABLE VI

PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENTS OF OLD AGE ASSISTANGE RFCIPIFNTS, BY SEX AND
COLOR, IN NORFOILX, PORTSMOUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS, ?IRGENIA

Defect or White — | ' Non-white B
disease _ Number —Por_Cent ~ Number Per cent Totals
in: Total Waele Femsle Total Male Female Total liale Femele Total Wale Female No. Pots
Sight 97 32 65  42.4 40.0 43.6 303 105 198 43.0 Al.l 44.0 400 42.8

Hearing 26 - 29 L7 . 33.2 36.5 31,5 190 86 104 27.0 33.7 23.1 266 28.5
Limbs 86 30 56 37.6 37.5 37.6 316 108 208 L4.8 42,4 46.2 102 L3.0
Digestion 57 17 40 24,9 21.3 26.8 116 36 80 16.5 14,1 17.8 173 18.5
Respira- o ~ : . .

tion 31 4 27 13.5 5.0 181 89 4k A5  12.6 17,3 10.0 120 12.8

Circula~ : , o . S ‘ .
penoE Lo 52 5 47 22,7 6.3 31.5 133 48 85 18.9 18,8 18.9 185 19.8
Arthritis 10 3 7 helh 3.8 K7 30 10 20 4.3 3.9 ke Lok 4.3
Hernia 4 2 2 1.7 2.5 1.3 7 7 0 1.0 2.7 11 1.2
Paralysis 6 3 3 2.5 3.8 2.0 13 6 7 1.8 2.4 1.6 19 2.0
Kidney 7 5 2 3.1 6.3 1.3 11 - s 6 1.6 2.0 1.3 18 1.9
A1l other & O 6 2.6 0 4.0 18 15 3 2.6 5.9 .7 24 2.5
Orand total#229 80 149  fomce cmmmm mecee 705 255 450 cccme mecoe ameee 934 —meem

* Total reporting,‘by'éexfand color.

s€




CHAPTER VI
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY

'Membership in a ohurch and attendence at religlous
servioes were consldered 1mportaht from the viewpoint of
social participation as well as from tae point of view of
apitimmd experience, Often a considerable part of a person's
system of values, including his estimate of his own worth;
comes from his identifiocation with a religious body. The
degree of his association with others of the religious group,
both in the church and in the home, may give some indications
of the importance of organized religion in the lives of the
aged in thié study.

Varying percentages of the sample, according to sex
and color; indtcated church membership ranging from a low of
65.0% for white males to 94.9% for non-white females.
Membership of white femanles exceeded that of the white males
by 23.9%, while for n0n~Whita, female membership was 14.9%
gréatér than for the males.

Membership in church organizations, such as ecircles,
altar guilds, missionary socleties, and the like, displayed
less variation percentagewlse. The range was from 16.3% for
white males to 40.2% for non-white females. White females and
non-white males held the same relative positions as for church

'membership. White females exceeded white males in membership



TABLE VII 37

' RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIFNTS,
BY SEX AND OOLOR, IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH
'AND NEWPORT MEWS, VIRGINIA

Male Fomale ~ Motals
aotivity _Number _Per Cent ﬁumber For Cent Number Yer Cent
Fhite 80 100.0 149" 100.0 229 - 100.0
Non-member = 26 32,5 9 6.0 35 5.3
Not reporting 2 R4S 8 5.l 10 L.b
Church organ-~

jzation ; ,
member 13 16.3 39 26,2 52 22,7

Non-member of
church organ-

ization L8 60.0 77 51 7 125 54,6
Not reporting 19 23.7 33 22.1 52 22.7
Non-White 255  100.0 450 ;.oo.o 705 100.0
Church member 204 80.0 4,27 94.9 631 89.5
Noh-member 45 17.6 18 4.0 63 8.9
Not reporting 6 Rl - 1.3 11 1.6
chnroh organ-

ization

member 64 25.1 181 40.2 245 - 34,8
Non-member of - ' : ‘
church organ=- o L
ization 136 53.3 190 42,2 326 46.2
Not reporting - 55 21.6 79 17.6 134 19.0

Total report-
ing on church

membership 327 97.6 586 97.8 913 97.8
Total not ~
reporting 8 2y 13 2.2 21 2.2

Total repoita n A \
ing on churec
ogg. mem, 261 ??,9 4L87 "81l.3 748 80.1

Total not
reporting 7% 22,1 112 18,7 186 19.9
Grand total* 335 = T---- " BG9 hmmem 93, S

* Total reporting, by sex.
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by é;?%g Non-white female organizetional rep:eaentaticn was
15.1% grester than for the non-white males.

The lowest percentage of church membership group, the
white m&les; exceeded the estimated peraentags‘or member ship
in the total United States population by fitteen psr}oenﬁ?

Tt would seem that the dependent aged population has more ine
terest in religious aotiviﬁy than the general run of the
population, if the results obtained from the sample are
generally representative, (See Table VIII,)

Regular attendance at church services; as a measure of
participation in religious and social aetivity; presents in-
consistencies between the church meqﬁarahip of the classes in
ths'sample'and their attendence. Non-white fem&les; with ther
greatest percentage of church members, are second in percent-
age of regulsr attendance and are tied for third plgae ﬁith
the non-white males with regard to total attenﬁan&e; regular;
occasional and rare, at 77.2%. White females, second in
church membership;kare exceeded in regular attendance hy’
white males; who rank last in membership, In total attendance;
ﬁowever;‘white females rank first with 88.6%, followed by white-
males in second place wibh‘Bz.S%. The whites outrank non- '
whites in total settendance, 86.5% to 77.2%. | | |

With respect to Sunday School attendance, further
anomalies are presanted, althoggh the margin of percentage

differences between groups 1s quite small. White females,



TABLE VIII

ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH FUNCTIORS BY OLD ﬁGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIERTS, BY
SEX AND COLOR, IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

Attendance at: ____ Rumber Per _cent ______Number_ —_Per Cent _ -

- Total Male Female Total Vale Female Total Male Yemale Total Male Female NO, Pot.

Church: , : , v
Regular 55 21 34 2,.0 26,0 22,8 238 87 151 33.8 34.1 33.6 293 31.4
Occasional 83 22 61 36.3 27.4 40.9 243 91 152  34.5 35.6 33.8 326 34.9
Rare 28 12 16 12.2 15.0 10.7 63 19 Ly 8.9 7.5 9.8 91 9.7
Not reporting 31 14 17 13.5 17.5 11.4 106 41 65 15.0 16‘1 hoh 137 14.7

Sunday school;

Regular 28 11 17 12.2 13.7 11l.4 65 25 Lo 9.2 9.8 8.9 93 10.0
Oocasional 46 15 31 20.1 18.4 20.8 132 56. 76 18.7 22.0 16.9 178 19.1
Rare 15 4 11 6.6 5.0 7.4 54 18 36 7.6 7.1 8.0 69 7.4
Never 63 25 38 27.5 31.3 25.5 222 72 150 31.5 28.2 33.3 285 30.5
Not reporting 77 25 52 33.6 31.3 34.9 232 84 148  33.0 32.9 32.9 209 33.0

~ Church ‘
 organization: _ . . : ;
Regular 17 L 13 7.4 5.0 8.7 80 22 58 1l.4 - 8.6 12.9 97 10.4
Occasional §2 20 32 22.7 25.0 21.5 196 73 123 27.8 28.6 27.3 L8 26.6
Rare 14 4 10 6.1 5.0 6.7 68 14 ok 9.6 5.5 12.0 g2 8.8
Never 65 21 L 28.4 26,3 39.5° 133 50 83 18.9 19.6 18,5 98 21.2
Not reporting 81 31 50 . 35.4 38.7 33.6 228 96 132 32.3 37.7 29.3 309 33.0
grand total 229 B8O 149 100, 0100 0 100.0 - 705 255 450 100,0100.0 100.0 934 100.0
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second in regular attendance, lead in total attendance by a
narrow margin over nonawhité males, 39;6% to 38.9%, reapééé
tiveiy. Non~-white females; fourth in‘regalar attendance, are .
aisa last in total attendance with 33.8%, tollawing'theAwﬁita
malea; 35.5% of whom attend Sunday School. The total Sunday
Schéal attendance for whites amounts ﬁa 38.9%; for non~whites '
35.5%.

| Attendance at various functions of organizations more
nearly correlates with church membership. Two graups,fnoﬁ~
whiﬁe females and white,males; eseupy the same relative
positions; namely; first and fourth. The white remalés and
non~-white males aré Juxtaposed in this respect. Non{whité
females are also in first position in peraentage’ot regulér
attén&anoe‘ White females barely exceed nonnﬁhite ma1és in
ethis‘catagory. White males bring up the rear; as tﬁey do in ,
church membership. The non-white groups show a considerably
greater percentage of tetai attendance at church organization
fuhctions than do the whitas; 45.8% to 36,2%.

It may be séen in Teble VIII, that white females have
the best relative record of percentage of attendance at'all
church functions, followed by non-~white females, noﬁ«white
meles and white meles, Non-white msles and femsles tied in
percentage of church attendence at 77.2% eaoh, with the totals
of the regular; rare end oocasional church attendance figures

in Tadble VIII. It is quite possiblé that the non-white segment
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of the sample owe their superior showing in attendance at
churbh orgenization funetions to the fact that these provide
a variety of social diversion to pebple largely lackineg in
opportunities for :ecreatian and other outlets of selfé
~expression. The QOmgarativély poor shqwing of the non-white
females in church and'Sunday School attandance is surprising ;y
in #1aw of their large perocentage of churehmaeﬁbexshipa~:The
caﬁse of this reversal of form may inhere in so simﬁle:an  |
explanatidn as & lack of wﬁat is deemed pfoper'alothing to
vweér to church or Sunday SQhohl, no such diffidence being felt
regarding the less formalyget~t0gethera, Many persons wrote
on the schedule that they wished for decent attire so they
might attend churoh‘31

Table IX discloses that there is more consistency in
percentage of persons recelving homs visits than obtains in
percentage of reciplents attending church functions. That is
not to say that the gercenﬁages are greater, in faot they are
less, but there is not so much deviation in relative pOsiticna
from ltem to item. Non-whites lead whites in percentagé of
total visits, weexiy; monthly snd occasional, with smaller
petcentages in the rarely or never visited categories.

Teble IX shows the Tesults of an attempt to ascertain

the degree of gooial interchange betwesn church members outw

31 CF. Appendix H, VII, Personal Attitudes, Clothing.
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TABLE IX‘

FREQUFNCY OF VISITS BY NON-RFLATIVE CHURCH MEMBERS TO
OLD AGE ASSISTANGE RECIFIFETS, BY SEX AND COLOR, IN
NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND NFWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

I

‘ ‘emale j otals
‘Visited ‘ To. . Pet. _ No. Pot,
white total 80 100.0 149 100.0 229 100.0

Weekly . 5 63 I8 12,1 23 10.0
vonthly 6 7.5 6 4.0 12 5.3°
Occasgionally 20 25.0 ‘62  BL1.6 82 35.8
Rarely 11 13.7 27  18.1 38 16.6
Never 2L,  30.0 23  15.5 7 20.5
Not reporting 1, 17.5 13 8.7 27 11.8
Non-wWhite total 255 100.0 450 100.0 705 100 0_
weekly 31 12:2 63  14:0 94 13,3
Monthly 15 5:9 35 7.8 50 71
Oocasionslly 98 38.4, 183 40.6 281 39.9
Rarely: .31 0 12.2 Lt 9.8 75 10.6
Never - L6 18;0 LO 8.9 86 12.2
Not reporting 34 13:3 85 18.9 119 16.9
Totel veporting 287 B5.,7 501 83.6 788 84.4
Total not reporting 48 143 98 16.4 146 15:6
Grand ﬁotal 335 100.0 599 100.0.

934 100.0

|
|
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side the auspices of the church., It is possible that some of
the home visits were made because of church sélicitationa or
for meetings of church saﬁietiea\bnt it is presumed that such
visits would not account for more than a minor portion of this
category, The faot that the non-whites are ganarally vigited
more frequently than the whitea mayjérise fremktha limited‘ '
neighborhoods previcusly mentioned, % ,Friend$ and fellow
church members of the non-white reciplents are presumably
not 80 likely to reside at a distence or in odtlying
xeéiﬁenﬁi&l districta; thereby facilitating‘tha paying of

calls or informal "dropping inv.

32 Supra, Ch, III, Living Arrangemsnts,



CHAPTER VII
RECREATION AND LEISURE~TIME ACTIVITIES

There has recently been an increasing awareness of the
- importance of some interest, hobby, or,oooupation for the aged.,
Ph&sioiaﬁs,vpsychiatriats, psychologists, sociolcgiats, &nﬁ»
others concerned with human social behavior are almost
‘universally‘in accord with the proposition that an aimless
axistenca; or éne containing few distractlons, predisposes
an. individual or group toward poor mentsl and physical health.
«es 0ld age involves morevtnan soocisl 1sc1atian;
.physieal infirmity, or sconomic dependency. It 1s a
period when the lack of a task, called by Emerson a life
igzggrggrmiéélzp§;§f§3in a perspective unrealized by
Table X greaents findings regarding the amount of free
time available to the aged persons of the sampia;kand provides
information as to whatnef ;heir free time 1is genera1ly ccoupied
or uncecoupled, It was found that a majority ét the~x@ci§ients
have all day free; presumably these persons have no duties to |
perform other than; in soﬁe instanees; light household chores
quickly done.’* For example, over 50% of theAaon~white ﬁaman
responding stated that they bad household duties, yet 65.1%

indicated that they had 511 day free. A greater total per#

33 Phelps, Harold A., ContempcFsry Soclal Problems,
Prentice~Hall, New York, 1947, p. 390. '

34 0f, post. Appendix B, -Household Duties,



TABLE X

AMOUNT''OF LEISURE OR FREE TIME AVAILABLE TO RECIPIENTS
OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE YN NORFOLX, PORTSMOUTH AND

'NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, BY SEX ﬁﬂﬂ COLOR, WITH

USE OF FREE TIME

&5

Grand total 335

599

Fres tims each :  &31§ ~_Female Ibtals —
dayy - - ¥o, _Pet. .. ¥o. Pet., To PCE .
Tl te total 80 100.0 149 ) 229 100.0
A1) day 55 68.8 73 49.0 128 55,9
Half ‘day " 2847 19 12,8 26 1l.4
Few hours 9 11.2 23  15.4 32 1a 0
Almost no time ‘ 3 3.8 9 6.0 12 5.2
Not. reporting 6 ~ 7.5 25 16.8 - 31 13 5
Non-Wkite total 255 100.0 450 100.0 705 100.0
A1l day 196 76.9 293 65‘1 - 489 69.h'
Half day 21 8.2 36 8.0 . 57 8.1
Few hours L 5.5 62 13.8 76 10 8
Almogt’ no time 7 2.7 24 5.3 31 Lk
Not reparting 17 6.7 35 7.8 52 7.3
Totel reporting 312  93.1 539 90.0 851 91.1
Total not’ reporting 23 6.9 60 10.0 83 . 8.9
White tobal g0 100.0 149 100.0 229 100.0
Generally occupied 20 25.0 L9 32.9 69 “30;1J
Generally unoccupled 42 52.5 L9  32.9 91 39.8
Not reporting 18 “22,5 51 K2 69 30.1
Non-white total 255 100.0 450 100.0 705 100.0
Generully occupied 87 34,1 139 30.9 226 32.0
Generally uncccupied 124 48,6 191 42,4 315  LL.7
Not reporting L  17.3 120 267 - 164 23,3
Total reparting 273 81.5 428 71.5 701  75.1
Total no¥ reporting 62 18.5 173 2845 233 24.9
100.0 100.0 934 100.0
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oehtage of non-whites than whites have all day free. Non-white
males lead in amount of lelsure tims available, followed by
Awhita ‘males, non«whita femmlesg and white famalea, in depoend-
ing order. The rankingsifor:-e half day free are practically
reversed with the white females leading 13 thia categcry as
they do in percentage hanng‘a»few hours or almost no time free
each day.

| In order to determine whether constructive use was made
of the free time availabls to the recipients, the Qnestiah was
‘asked; "Do you generally have nothing to aé in ybur free’tima?"
It is felt that avmore aqaurate responsé oauld have béén
seoured if the word "something" had been used.insﬁea& of
”nothing". Thé writer has since observed that the an'of the
double négative is go provalent among persons of low edﬁcation~
alvattain@ent in the study ercas as to prealdde unequivo§a1
acceptance of the negative or affirmative responses to the
question; Such misgivings‘may hot be Justified, however, in
light of the universally understood connotatiohs of the phrase
“nothing to 4o." Further, many of thésa in doubt as to the
prbpar response may have failed to check either answer since
the percentage replying is generally much lower than that for
the amount of free time. The majority of whita meles respond=-
ing claimed that they have nothing to do with their spare time,
those unoccupied outnumbering the generally ocoupied by a ratio

of 2 to 1, Non-white meles, with a greater percentage of their
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tetal nﬁmbervreperting; indicate the next highest percentage
of those unoccuplied.although xepa:ﬁing the,gréatest percent-
age;afﬁthpse generally ooaupied. Non~white weﬁen hold third
place in relative position for those reparcing oocupied or
vunoccupied. wWith only about two~-thirds of their aumber re~.
porting, white women are evenly divided with respect to use
or nonuse of their leisure time,

With a range of approximately one-half to three-fourths
of the sample responses indicating all day available to use
a8 they will and almost one-~third to over ona-hélr of the
respondents having nothing to do, 1t would seem that they
need more things tb do, ‘Ah examination of théir recreational
activities follows, (See Table XI)

There are five major recreational activities engaged
in by the respdndents. Listening to the rsdid is the favorite
pastime. Reading is second in popularity. 'Séwing;,probabiy
iﬁdulged in for economio raasons‘rather than chiefly for its
adjoyment, is in third plaece. Visiting is thé next most o
popular pastime, followed by gardening. .

It is poasible.th&t~mora of the sample now watch and
audit %éleviéion; At the time the schedule was maile&,’thé
~ area was without a television station. A common complaint of
the ntax payers™ 1s the number of persons raceiﬁ@ng public
assistance who are possessed of radlos, the inference being

that public moneys bave been spent for non~productive machines,
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This is, of course, not true, However, in view of the lsrge
peroentage of respondents citing radio as their chief diver~

sion, it would seem that the radios ere needed, for infor-
mation ag well as racreation, only one-fourth of the sample
reporting reading es their recreation. The utilitarian pas=~
times of sewing snd gardening should please the oritics of
radio liatenihg. Visiting; the activity ecalling forth the
most social interaction, is not strongly repreaented;, If'
lack of acquaintgnceahip; rather‘than spati&l.distribution,
is the cauge of the comparative isolation of the.reapoaéents
more attention might bé glven to the organization of speclal
cluﬁs for our older eit;zeas and to prbviaing'wéys of ine
corporating them intoc the normel streams of activities of the

community.



TABLE XTI

RECRRATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS, BY SEX
PORTSMOUTH AND NFWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

AND COLOR, IN NORFOLE,

¥rite poetry

T - —__White Non-White _Total
Recreational — Number Per Gent Number Per Cent prmcLa -2 1 R
~Activity
(Tand Total *_ 159 :

Visiting ‘39 1, 25 17.0 17.3 16.8 109 47 0662  15.5 18.4 13.8 148 15.9
Reading 77 26 51 33.6 32.5 34.2,16L 49 115  23.3 19.2 25.6 241 25.8
Sewing 60 5 55 26.2 6.3 36.9 139 3 136 19.7 1.2 30.2 199 21.3
- Radio o 100 34 66 L3.7 LZ2.5 44.3 238 97 141 33.8 38.0 31 3 333 36.2
Television -5 3 2 2.2 3.8 1.3 5 3 2 W7 1. o 1.0
Gardening - 30 18\ 12 13.1 22.5 8.1 63 35 28 8.9 13.7 6.2 93 9.9
‘Knitting 19 -2 17 8.3 2.5 1ll.4 g 1 3 1.3 . 1.8 28 3.0
Cludbs 3 o P 1.3 - 2.0 1z 7 5 1.7 27 i.1 15 1.5
¥ovies | 7 5 2 3.1 6.3 1.3 5 3 2 7 1.2 o 12 1.2
Tﬁaatér 5 c¢oncerts l o 1 .'I& : V.? 7 3 z& 100 laz ‘.9 8 : 08
Cards, other gemes 6 4 2 2.6 5.0 1.3 7 5 2 1.0 2.0 o4 13 1.3
Household - - : ’ -0 1 -2 9 1.6 .8 2.0 11 1.1
Prayer . 1l 2 1l b o7 8 2 6 l.1 8 1.3 9 - -9
‘Spurts 3 3 1.3 3.8 i 3 2 1 oby .8 +2 -6
Tend grandchildren o i 2 2 3 o 2 «2
Tend Bnimals 2 2 3 -8 2 .2

1 1 »IF 17 s 1 91

* Total reporting, by sex and color.

6%




CHAPTER VIIT
PERSONAL ATTITUDES

The quantitative egpects of personsl attitudes may
be;compiled gtatistically with as grest faocllity and fidelity
as,ﬁay‘most other data., The gualitetive factors asre ndt 50
amensble to measurement because of variatio§<in intensity of
réeiings or beliefs. Personal attitudesyweré'examinedkby means
of certain questions in the schedule to secure some indications
of the degree of satisf&ctian with 1iving arrangemgats;’as weil
&5 the numbers of persons involved, Recipients were requested -
to indicate thelr satisfaction with their living arrdngemanta;
very wellvsatiafieé; fairly well satisfiad; dr not at all
aatisried.35‘ Over four-fifths, or 86.7% of the sample, replied
to this item. Of the 810 responses for the category; 68.3%
of those reporting were very well or falrly well'satiSfied with
their living arrangemsnts»36

Further proof that the satisfactions with living errange-
ments outweigh: the dissatisraoticns is shown in Table iII.‘
Whereas only 10.3% of the sample did not report on the item
they liked most about their living arrangements, almost six
timas as many, or 60.2% failed to check an item as the
oiroumstance they disliked most.

35 intra Appendix H.
36 Ibid.



TABLE XII

PERSONAL ATTITUDES OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS TOWARD LIVING ARRANGEMENTS,
BY SEX ARD COLOR, IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOCUTH AND NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA

~White Non-VWhite Totels

Attitudes Number Per Gent Number ' Per Cent Pot.
Total Vale Female Total Nale Female Total Nale Female Total Vale remale No. Dist.
Grand Total . 229 80 149 100.0 100.0 100.0 705 255 450 100.0 100.0 100.0 93k 100.0
‘ Like Most: ' ‘ '
Living near o N ; 3
family 71 22 49 31.0 27.5 32.9 202 60 142 28.6 23.5 31.6 273 29.2
Living near T S o ' - ‘ <
friends 60 23 37 26,2 28.8 24.8 235 89 146 33e3 34.9 32.4 295 31.6
" Nelghborhood 18 - 7 11 7.9 8.7 7.4 100 Ly 56  1lhe2 17.3 12.5 118 12.6
Near transpor- ' ' :
tation 15 7 8 6.6 8.7 5.4 28 15 13 LO 5.9 2.9 43 4.6
Convenlent ' : , ‘
loeation 26 9 17 11.3 11.3 1.4, 83 32 51 1l.8 12.5 11.3 109 11.7

Not reporting 39 12 27 17.0 15.0 '18.1 57 15 42 8.1 5.9 9.3 96 10.3

DPislike Most: ,
Not near
relatives 26
gut of toueh
with friends 12
No nelghborhood

8 18 11.4 10.0 12.0 74 32 42 10.5 12.5 9.3 100 10.7
7 5 5.2 8.7 3.4 4 18 26 6.3 7.1 5.8 56 6.0
contacts 9 4 5 3.9 5.0 3.4 27 17 10 3.8 6.7 2.2 36 3.9
" No transpor- o o
tation 3 1 2 1.3 1.3 1.3 22 7 315 3.1 2.7 3.3 25 2.7
| ient | | |
T ecation . 3 10 5.0 6.7 35 10 25 5.0 3.9 5.6 49 5.2
5
1

3.8

Too crowded 19
Not reporting 146 5 95 63.8 63.8 63.8 416 145 271 59.0 56.9 60.2 562 60.2

w
-t
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The items checked with greatest frequency in the most
1ike§ sectibn are those aealing primarily with persons rather
than things. The total percenteages of recipients likingfﬁcst
the faot of residence near femlly and friends i1s more than
double the percentage for the next most satisfactory 1tem;
the neighborhood. The factor of convenlent location is
fourth in frequency; nearness to traansportation is in last
place with small representation. Transpertationfapparéntly
does not ooccupy an importent place in the considerations B
attsched to living srrangements since "“no transpertationﬁ'is
the least frequent cause of dissatisfection smong the &egpbnd-
ents. | =
Females lead mgles in thelr respeotive race groups in
percentage of those llking most nearness to their families
in their living arrangements, The positions are reversed
regarding living near friends., The total percentage of‘wnitea
oxceeds the non-white 1n the firét categary‘with.a reversal
of order for the second. The females occupy firat plaeé in
approving nearness to family; the males first in oiting neer-
’neaa to friends as the condition most liked about living
arrangements. The range of variations in satisfaction for the
different items is not grest, indicating that no one group
is mﬁoh happier than the others with respeot to living arrange-
ments. The general satisfaction with 11ving‘arrangements

speake well for the personal adjustment of the aged in the
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sample., This adjustment iakeven more impressive, viewed in
light of the fact that 64.2% of the respondents for the item

stated that théir living arrangamenta‘were‘the'reault of

nepessity rather than oh91q6.37

37 Ibid.



CHAPTER IX
ESTIMATES OF ESSENTIAL HEEDS

The Old Age Assist&nap reoipients' own estimate of
their essentiasl needs was oénsiéered in the schedule. Space
was provided for them to list the'five tﬁihga ihey felt to
be their most 1mportant’ormoat(p:essing needs to make their
lives comfortable and pleaaant‘as they grow nlﬁer.38 It was
believed that the responses would nog‘only prc#ide morerin~
sight into the nature of the problems of the aged, as thé
aged view tham; butﬂwoula a1so tend to 1nereasé the valldity
of the study by allowing for inclusion of items which might
have been iert out of the sohedule.}.?he array of the responéea
is in decending order of fraqueney; for simplieity; rather.
than according to sechedule order as are'all other responses
to items.?? There was; of coursa; no partioular order for
the item of pressing needs; there belng twenty-three needs
in all iieted by the respondents, |

It is interesting to note that the five most pressing
needs, in order of fraquencf; are all minimsl, In point of
ract; only three of the twehtynthree needa mentiohed by

_respondents can be construed as lying outside the field af -

38 0f._post Appendix A. VIT.
39 ¢f. post Appendix H. VII and Table XIII.
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neceséity. An argument mighﬁkeven be advanced to show that

a radio, travel and transportaetion and rest end recreation are
11ttié more than necessities today. Three other needs listed,
ra&igich; family end friends, may be conzidered as essential
personal and affectignel needs. Of the remaining seventeen
needs, ten achieve a representation in the sample of more
,thén ten per cent of the total distributibn rahging upward

to slightly moré then fifty per cent. The ten most presaing
needs are all in the realm of oreature comforts with #he
exception of the items of religion snd friends; seventh_and
tenth in ordér; respectively.

Ineome; or money, was the item occurring with greatest
frequency in the responses. Over half the reclplents, 5lf?%
of the total; indicated that their most pressing need is |
adequate finpances. This response is not surpr131ng since all
the regponﬂenﬁs ere in needy oireumstances,  Ebnéy or income
was mentioned by almost double the number of reciplents listing
the item>of naxﬁ greatest frequency. It may be eeﬁcluded with
some assurance, however, that the money wished for waangrely
& means tO'bha end of attaining,the seocurity every normal
person needs. Money appears to be the symbol bf ability to
capé with the many inaacurities whioh beset the aged. |

Neither Mammon nor acquisitiveness is refleoted in the
‘desire for a home, clothing and shoes, food, health, and

medioai care. These five needs follow the item of income in
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descending order of frequency, ranging from 29.1% of the
distribution down to 19.1%. The items of raliaion, household
furnishings and convenlences, better living ccnditicns, and
friends round out the top ten; all cited by over ten per scent
of the sample. 0ld Age Aasistanoe; in eievanth pcsiﬁion,\is
1istéd by nine per cent of thevreapbndents asktheir'mést
pressing need, saaial security, a Jcb; snd "security” were
also mﬁntianed‘by small percentages of the sample. A
summation of the economic items is impraéticable, statistigally;
since they are not mutually exelusive. A 3drficient emphasis
on eoconomic security is ncted; huwever; to indicate that Oidy
Age Assistance; although ﬁeliorative; hes not removed the,tear/'
of waﬁt from a majority of the recipients.

The bare minimal nature of Old Age Assistance grants
and frequent proportionate reductions to correspond to avail-
able funds have done lesgs to extirpate the fear of want than
to reduce the intensity of need in most situstions. This
fault is not occasioned by lack of apgraciﬁtion by social
workers of the psychologloal needs of the aged. Rether, 01d
Age Assistance 1s specifioally a financial prOgram. It would
prabably be unwise and inefficient to try to provide for the
total needs of the aged. The tact that most of the raoipients
are able to man&ge their own affalirs is pointed up by the
often repested rematk common to publie assistance workérs,

that nipnety per cent of their work i1s ooccasioned by less than



- TABLE XIIT

MOST PRESSING NEEDS FCR A GGﬁFORT§BLE AND PL FAS&VT LIFE, I&ﬁlﬂﬁ’fb BY QLQ AGE
 ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS IN NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND N”WPGRW Nrws, VIRGINIA

Need: “ white -~ Non-white Totala,~

o L ¥ale-  Female ... - Wale _ Female W wet
Tncome. B — 3L 60 152 232 L78  51.2
Home - 19 34 83 142 278 29.8
Food 25 25 66 133 249 26.7
"Health . 18 46 -39 83 196 21.0

Medical care 10 30 55 83 178 19.1
Religion - 10 17 40 81 148 15.8
Household furniahings o ' '

and convenlences 10 22 29 76 137 14.7
‘Better living con&itions : 23 16 26 51 116 12.4
Friends. 10 27 22 L8 107 1l.4
01d age assistance . 12 14 19 39 8. 9.0
Family 10 20 16 37 83 8.9
Fuel 5 1 15 45 66 7.1
Rest and. recreatian L -9 16 35 64 g.g
Heocessities = 6 16 8 33 63 -8
Travel and transportation 9 7 10 23 49 53
Eye glasses 5 7 10 23 45 4.9
Seourity 1 15 5 20 41 ks
‘Radio 1 11 6 17 35 3.9
Job 5 5 10 9 29 3%
Gare, nety A SN A
Prosthetic appliances i i ‘%i ; 3 3
Socizl. security 21 37 75 139 272 29.31

Clothing, shoes

A4
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ten per cent of their clients, A large consideratlon in
the originel plan for establlishing 0ld Age Assistance was
the belief that the aged could mansge their lives feirly well
ir given finanolal aid end economio guidance; wﬁen the léttér
is needed. This assumption seems to have proved true in .

aétual practice,



CHAPTER X
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Praotically everyone nowadays is familiar with the
composite type of "average"; used for various desariptiéns
from the average wage-sarner to the average automobile,
Arresting as this statistical device may be in advertisements
and press releases, it would signify little to compound an
average 0ld Age Assistance recipient from the finﬁings of this
study. The fiiffioculties attendant on delineating suoh a
person may be exemplified by the following excerpt from an'
artiocle regarding Federal Seourity Administratoriescar Eﬁing's
appearance before the United States Senate t0 testify about |
the inereesing public sssistance load.,

¥r,. Bwing recalled one chart which showed that 508 out

of every 1000 people over 65 in Mississippl were receive
ing some form of public aasisﬁance. The pgrcen&gge-in
some other states was even larger, he said. ...

Thus in Mississippi the average reciplent of 0ld Age
Assistance is the average of over half the state's aged popula~
tioh. It has been demonstrated in Chapter I that 01d Age
Assistance population in the area under study is comparatively

small.

LO Fleeson, Doris, Qur Ever Rising Relief Rolls
NORFOLE _LEDGER DISPATCH Jume 30, 1951, Pege b, COL. b & 7.
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One of the significant findings of the study is the
exlstence of a greater proportional representation of aged
femaies in the sample than obtains in the aged population of
the area. Whereas the ratio of females to aged males per -
thouéénd persons aged 65 and over is 565 to 435 for the area
popuiation; it 1s 641 to 359 for the sample, or 599 tb.335
in absolute numhera.bl The causes for the preponderance of
females over male recipients sbove the normal life expectancy
‘differential may be set forth as economic and soclal, The
same :causes are valid to a grest degree for the simple fact of
e man's or woman's being an 0ld Age Assistance reciplent.
Laock of éduoation;hz the usual concomitant of reduced ebility
to avail oneself Of opportunities, has played a considera®le
part in reducing these aged to public dependency.

Among the females in the sample, housewifery or domestic
service has been the chief economic activity, "odd Jobs"™ or
unskilled labor the mainstay of the males. With no particular
calling or skill, these persons are subject to jJob pressure
and replacement by pounger no less apt workers. More school-
ing, pafticularly of the vocatlonal type and greater skills
development.may help prevent ‘muoh of this non~teéhnological

-unemployment. Extended social security coverage, as provided

L1 Supra Table II.

42 Cf.post Appendix B, Average number of years in
school. .
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in BR 6000, will no doubt eventu&lly enable domestics and the
casually employed to build up benefiﬁs.agaihst enforced retire~
ment,

A leading soolal accompaniment Qf dependency in the
aged females in the/study is that of widowhood. Over seventy-
five per cent of the white females and more than eighty per
ocent of the non-white ones are widowed, Comparable percent-
vages’in meles are about forty per oent widowed for white and
for ncn#white. This dlsparity between female and male widowe
hood'is apparently caused by the biologloal factor of grester
female life expeotancy in conjunction with the sociél
phanomenon of greater age of the male marriage partner. The
latter cause is also greatly influenced by our economiec
system whereln & young man finds it difficult to provide for
a wife until he haz worked for several years. This has been
the~t£aditional American pattern, at least, with the coming
of industrialization and the paséing of the frontiers with
their greater‘opportunities for the very young)married couples.
The persons in the sample came to ynung'adulthood largely in
the period when & man was expected €0 be a good provider for
his family; whioch was»usually not long in arriving after
marriage, and the woman's place was 1in the hbme.

In late years this pattern seems to have changed. It
is widely accepted that the wife will work for a few years or
until the arrival of a child.. With inoreased dissemination
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of birth control media 1t appears that parenthood, rather
thanmarriage, is postponed. Marriage partners seem tU be
more nearly of an age as’a result of these changes. It .is
quite 1ixely; thererore; that widowhood among the aged females
will not maintain so great a margin over that prevailing in mdle
segments of the pOpﬁlation.?‘?arthermpre;_incre&sea_ragééroh ig
the oardio-vascular 1lls holds out considerable promise!for a
greater male 1ife expectancy.

The matter of living arrangements would seem to be
»1nr1uad§ed almost entirely by economic considerations. It is
appéreht, however, that the biological factor and resultant
areater femaIe widowhacd alﬁo’exart a marked influence on
hauséhold composition. *Tha’percenbage of females 1iv;ng with
theirichildran is approximately twice that of Qalea‘living
with children; only cne foﬁrth as large a proportion of females
live;with'spouse. The percentage of females living with aﬁharf
rélaﬁives is roughly triple and ébuble that of males for white
and non-white, respectively. Approximately‘one out of five
reciplents in each olass lives alone. The number of persons
per honsehola averages four for whites and three rdr‘nanu
whités. There is little doubt that the majority of these
réeipiants recelve considerable personal satisfaetiaﬁ from |
having someone to keep them campany‘j Results of the question-
neire show general satisf&atian with living arrangements

altheugh over ten per cent of the sample indicated their homes
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were t00 crowded., Home ownershlp was represented by only a
fraction of one per cent of:the cases.

Foonomic dependency 1s, of ocourse, found in every case
in the sample since that condition end attalnment of ége>6§
years are the principal elibibility requiremgnta for 81&;A§§
Asaistance., It was not possible to include within the scope
of this survey the varlious personal experiences or hiétories
of the recipients showing how they arrived at their states
of dependency. Most assuredly not all of the recipients are
of low educational &ttainmént or poor economle background,

The writer was professionally acquainted with éeveraltwho’
had been very wealthy and had been wsll e&ucatéd.v Poor
business management in the inheritors of wealth and aleoholic
husbands were the prime causes of loss of fortune in some of
those cases.

No doubt the great majority of the recipients made
a much less dramatic entry into poveriys ﬁanykor‘them lived
on a precarioua/finaneial basis for &ears before reaching ﬁhe
age“af 65 years. Some of them were unemployable and had been
on Ganeral Relief prior to meeting the sage reqﬁirem&ut for Gld!
Age A#sistanee.

Thopse recipients for whom Old Age ﬁséistansa represents
the sole source of income are in a great msjority. Approximate-
ly seventy per cent of the white mmles, eighty per cent br the

non~white males and ninety per cent of the females of both
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races are supported entirely by 014 Age Assistance. Soclal
sécurity'and survivor benéfits acoount for the‘bulk of the
income from other sources for males; some twenty-five per
cent of the white males and ten per cent of the non-white
males so be#efitting. Twice as great a percentage of white
females as non-white ones receive soclal security payments;
5.3% and 2,74 respectively.

Unlike the malea; the female recipients obtain a
larger oﬁmnulative percentage of income from other sources .
than from soocisal eecurlty benefits, The extended ooverage

and greater proportionate payments of social security in the

future my obviaete the necessity for supplementing inadequate

sooial security payments with 01d Age Assiitance funds, pPro-
vided tpat inflation d0e8 not depreciate the value of social
security benefits too graatiy.

The health of the recipients in the sample was oonsidered
throdgh.the medium of having the’raspondents check items re-
specting physical or mental disease or defect or write é ro~
sponse in & blank space provided oh the soheduls.t3 There were
six principal areas of physiecal defact; with the incidence
ranging from over ten per cent é; the sample to forty three
per cent. Disease or defeoct i» limbs and sight led by a wide

percentage margin over hearing, circulation, digestion, and

%) §§, Appendlx A and E, Section IV, Health.
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respiration difficulties., Other afflictions did not achieve
en incidence as great as five per cent of the sample~

It is probable that the health of the 01d Age Reciplents
“in the survey 1s not so good as that of aged persons in the
general population. - Near depesdeney or semi-privation may
well have preoluded the availability of funds for medical fees,
The reciplents of 0ld Age Assistance inrﬁsrfalk are eligible
for clinioal and héspitalization services, however, either
through the Norfolk Hospital Association or‘thé feoilities of
the Municipal Hospital, Comparable errangements are provided
in Portsmouth and Newport News. A part of the periodic review
for &etermining ocontinuing eligibility for 0ld Age Assiétanae ;V
is normally devoted to an 1n§uiry ragard;ng thé health of the
recipient. Facllitlies and eligibility for clinical cars of
specific ailments are usually mentioned 1n»the7reviews of éasas
and a bit of gentle urging or reassurance is added to over-
come the fear that many persons have towerd physical examine~
tion or treatment. Prescribed medicines may be furnished
patients from City dispensary stocks or bought at discount
rates from drug firms if‘unavailable at the dispensaries.
The cost of medical items is calculated in the monthly
budgetary allowence.

There 1s little doubt that many of the impairments

suffered by ﬁhe recipients eould have been avoided or alle-

viated if early diasgnosis and treatmsnt had been provided.
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Aglde from the reluctance felt by many persone to seek gualié
' tiéﬁ(med;cal deice; there are certaln diagésisg taetoré heie;
One ér t&e anoﬁalies'sf the present dey is the economie strain
attendant on the lower middle class to provide themselvss*with
- medical care. ¥For the wall~to~da there’is not,ﬁuah of a
prab}gm,, ?o: thé poor, there are many tree‘aérvices and oli§i~
031‘:éailitiesw The near poor are aupposea'tekéay but,feelk
in&rdin&tély the subt.raoction of medieal cests.rrom aylimited
budgét.,

Unfortunately, it would appear, the solution of this
medico-economic problem is not & simple one, England has
‘recently jJoined several other European countries in providing
| saéoalle& free medical servicea; the cost being defrayed from
publié tgx funds, The vast majority of Amsricég ébotars,and
others appear to oppose the inaaguratiep of such a,system |
here.. The only alternatives appear to be oompulaary‘heaithl
1nsu§anoe; which nmeems to be equally as objecticaable to
various groups or a voluntary plah of preepaié feen ?roviding
hoap;tal; medical and surgieai care. This syatam;'although
not inexpensive, has the advantage of andorsemant by.dactars
and hospitals and their active cooperation, It would appaér
that much of the health and "hospitalization insurance”;
sold on the basis of a fixed eca; for the entire family;
provides only limited protection, thére belng many restrictive

features in the poliecles,
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Findings of the survey indicate that the 014 Age
Assistance recipients in the sample are more active 1hvehureh
membership and participation then the general run of the adult
population, The white respondents were generally less active
in chureh and religious affairs than were the non-white, with
the females of both races epperently more religiously inclined
thanfthe males., - It would appear that the establishment of -
aged church groups has almost as much to commend itself as the
maintenance of youth activities from the spiritusl stendpoint
and even more from the social. B

Reoreation and leisure~time activities were examined in
some detall since 1t was believed that the use or non-use of
spare time would provide a valuable index to the general
personal satisfaotion available to the recipients., That is
to say, "doing nothing" is an oecupation or preocccupation
that doubtless has caused as much unhappinegs and misery as
Ieve drudgery end unremitting toll., With time available,
if not a surplus of funds, the aged in the sample should be
able to participate in a great variety of recreational
pursuits, their health permitting.

Actually, it was found that the recipients generally
have a great deal of free tima.““ The principal pastimes, in
desoending order of popularity, are listening to the radio,
reading;'sewing, visiting and gardening. Radio auditing, the

%4 Cre ®Ente Ch. VII, Table X.
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most popular recreational activity, engrosses the attentionvof
leaefthan a third of_the sample, however, 'Only slightly above
six per cent of the sample engage in gardening., Although the
;tams are not mutually exclusive, the possibility exists that
up to two thirds of the recipients have no recreative activity.
This‘paucity of recreational activity reflects a rather sad
lack of inner resources if, indeed, the reclipients aotually
feel a need for reereation. The presumption of need of
someihing to do does not seem unreagsonable for anyone outside
a catatonic state of depression so it would seem thet the
respondents are unable to satisfy that need. Perhaps we have
all come to depend too much on being entertainéd or instructed
rather than upon entertaining ourselves or on self-instruction.
Commercialized recreation has almost no representation 4in the
Aleiaura time motivities; possibly & large percentage of the
reciplients would have indiocated suoh participation if they
had sufficient means to pay for the movies, ballgames, hobbies
and the llke. Certain writers on the business depression of
the thirties emphasized the seeming inability of the unemployed
to engsge in constructive reoreational activities; rather, it
apgeared; they must work in order to "buy e vacation" or
purchase entertainment. Aside from the_generai personality
enrichment of an education, a few coursea in how to live or,
at 1east; spend one's time; might be included in school

curricula, for future use as well as present practice.
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The personal attlitudes of the recipients indicate

general satisfaotion with their living arrangements. The per-
sonal gretifications of living near relatives and friends
appeér to mean more to the survey respondents than the creature
‘comfort of living in & nice neighborhood or near transporte-
tion, This finding could Hardly be used as an argument against
slum clearance or the replacement of the sub-standard housing in
which most of the recipients are forced to live. It is certain
that they would all prefer to live near friends and relatives
in a good meighborhood with adequate housing. Almost sixty-
five per cent of the respondents for the item on satisfaction
with living arrangements stated that their arrangements were
the result of necessity rather than choloce.

- Thelr own estimetes of their essentlal needs consti-
tute an interesting part of the survey. The findings are of
interest beoause they are nearly spontaneous and are prompted
by no suggestion other than to list the things that would make
life comfortable and pleasant. The five most pressing or
important needs were requested. Twenty-three nesds were
mentione&; in all; by the respondents. Over fifty-one per
cent of the reciplents indicated that their most pressing
need was sdequate income or sufficient money to buy the
necessities. o

The present inflationary pressures must necessarily

compound the difficulties of budgetary management for these
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people and has no doubt ceused much hardship among them;'iTha
;réaene upsurge in emp&uymsﬁt may have enabled some of thém to
seeure a Job but the numbars so disposed of must be very few
bacause of their age and physical aenditian. The ten 1tems of
greatest frequenoy, in deseanding order, are as follcws:~in39g§,'
a home; olothing and shoes, raod,,health, medioal cats; rél1g1on;
household furnishings and conveniences, better living conditions,
aga'rxiends. The emphasis is on economic needs. Religion,
family dnd friends were the personal or affectional neéds cited.
Only three af the twenty-three items may be considered in any
way nonessentlal, a radic; travel and transportation, and rest
and recreation. Rest and recreation are doubtless very
essential but only seven per cent expressed them as a need. It
has been pointed out elsewhere that the majority of the
reciplents have s great deal of 1eisnre time but little re-
oreational resources or facilities.

Examination of Appendixes B to H may be of interest in
gauging the response %o gquestionnaire items other than those
dealt,with in table and text. In selecting material for detail-
ed examinaticn; much of interest may neocessarily have been ex-
cluded from the statistical and textusl analyses. This omission
was not due to oversight but rather to the limitations of time
and space imposed on a survey atudy. The relative and compara~
tive numerical strengths of the non-tebulated responses may be

‘ascertained by comparison with those items whioh have been

anslyzed,
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APPENDIX A
SCHEDULE

The information requested on this form is solely for
a study being made for the University of Riohmond and will ‘be
used imperscnally, Only one copy of this form should be
completed by each person 65 years of age or uver who is
contributing data for the study. No signeture or other iden-
tification is desired. If you wish to mke additional com-
ments or remarks, please state them on the reverse side.
Attach additional peges if required.

o

L. TPersonal B&ta. (Place an X in the appropriate space in.
' each 1tem)
1. Sex:(1) Male __ (2) Female 2. Race:(l}.%hite?
(2) Other
3.0 Age:(1l) 65-89 (2) 70-74___ (3} 75 and over___
Lo Marital statuETTl) Single_—_ {2) Married_
~ (3) widowed - {4) Divoro"&" (5) Separated
5., If now widowed, divorced, or separated, how many
years? (State number) ‘
6. Number of years duration o? present or latest
marriage (State number).
7. Number of ehildren of all marriages (State number)_
. Rumber of children now living (State number) :
9. Check last grade of school you finished: (1) @raEeSw

éién e el 2" 3 &5 (g) T5Tic
chool- » ollege-
1 2 3 I (K} Degree attained

(%) rost~graduate or pnnfessional studies (State
number or years) =

T1. Living arrangements: (Place an X 1n vhe appropriate spaee)

1. Do you live in: (1) City (2) Town___ (3) Country__-
2. ?g)you own the home in which you live? (1) Yes_
/ No

3. Do you 1ive in: (1) private hcma or apartment
(2) other type home

4. If you live in a private home, do you live: (l)alone
(2) with your husband or wife (3) with your « 7~
ehildren (4) Wwith other Telatlves (5) witn
friends (6) With strangers (7Y In a home
as housekeeper, nurse, or servant (8) in & nurs-
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APPENDIX A (¢6ntinued)

SCHFEDULE
ing homs ,
5. If you live in anather {ype home, is 1t: (1) &4
~~ c¢hurech home (2) ¥Fraternal home (3) Gity or

County home {4} other type (¥What)
6. How many persons in the household (State number)
7. Do you: (1) have a room to yourself {(2) share a
room with one or more other persons
8, Do you have regular household dutlies to perform?
’ (1) Yes (2} No A
9. How long heve you Ilved in the presant home? Number
of years Months
10. How often do you everage seeing close relatives
(children, sisters, brothers, etc.) (1) Delly
(2} vweekly {(3) ¥onthly t4) Occasionain
(5) Rarely {(6) Never

Til. Eoonomic sltuatlion; (Place an X 1n the appropriate space)

1. Are you employed and receiving & salary or wage?
(1) Part time (2) Full time_____ (3) Not gain~
fully employe

2. What are the sources of your income? (1) Wages or
salary {2) Property and investments
(3) savings {4) Insurance {5) Industrial
or commercial pension (6) Social Security and
survivor's benefits {7) Veterans pension or
veteran's survivor benerits (8) 014 age
assistance (9) Your children (10) Other
relatives (11) Other (What)_

3. What typss of properpy (if any) do you own? (1) Real
property (2) stocks or bonds . (3) Other__

L. Do you: L) Have full charge of your money?
(2) Receive an allowance? (3) Have t0 &sk
someone for money when you need it¢

Iv. Health: (Place an X in the appropriate space)

1, BHave you any permanent defeot or disease in: (1)

Sight (2) Hearing (3) Limbs (4)Diges~
tion (5) Lungs or breathin {6) Heart or
oirouIatIon (7) Other (what)
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APFENDIX A {continue&)

SCHEDULR

2. Does your physical cenﬁition require regular treat-
ment by: (1) Physielen_ (2) Nurse (3) clinie

3. To what extent do you require by sumeona else (nurse,
ehild, attendant, other)f (1) Daily oare
{2) Occasiouasl care _ {3) Practically no care

4. Do you take care of your personsl needs without
assistanoce (dressing, Yathing, feeding selr, tolilet,
ete.)? (1) Yes {2) No

5, Which of the foliowlng are you often troubled with”

‘ (1) Sleeplsssness 52; Bad dreams
(3) Nervousness 4} Forgetfulmess
(5) miring easily (6) Poor appetite
(7) Worry about heaitﬁ {8) Peeling *blue"

v.

Vi. Lelsure and recreacion: (flace an K in the appropriate spaee)

Rellglious activity: (Place &n X in the approyriate apace)

l. Are you a church member? (1) Yes (2) Ko

2. Church sttendance: (1) Regular (2) Gccasional

" {3) Rare {4) Never

3. Sunday Sohool attendancer (1) Regular___ (2)Gccasional

, (3) Rare {4) Never

L. ATe you & member of a church organization? (oirele,
missionary soeciety, guild, ete.) (1) Yes (2) No____

5, Attendance at meetings of ehurch organizs¥ion: (1) =

Regular {2) Occasional {3) Rare

(4) Never

6. How often are you visited by some member {not related

- to you) of your church? (1) weekly {2) wonthly _
{(3) Oecasianally (k) Rarely {5) Never____—_

1. How much free or leisure time do you have each day to
do as you like? (1) All day (2) Helf~day
{3} Few hours {4) A1mSST no time

2. Whioh of the following do you regularly take part 1n?

{1) Vieiting {2) Clubs {3} Reading
{4) Sewin (57 Knitting {6) Listening Eo
radio Television___ _ (8) Movies

Theaters, lectures, conoce 10) I“'I* da
or other,gamas ' (11) E&?éaa&gg { 113y gﬁar%g
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APPENDIX A {continued)
'SCEEDULE
{13) Other (whet)

3. Do you generally have nothing to a0 in your free
time? (1) Yes (2) No

Personal ettitudes: (Fiace gn‘ﬁ in the appropriate spaces)

1. How well satisfied are you with your present living
arrangements? (1) Very well (2) Fairly well
{3) Kot at all satisfied ‘

2. What do you like most about your 1iving arrangements?

 {check one} (1) Living near family (2} Kear
friends (3) Neighborhood 145 Kear transpor-
tation {5) Convenient 10¢ation :

3. What do you dislike most about your YIving arrange-

- ments? (check one) {1} Out of touch with friends ,
{2) Not near relatives - (3} Mo neighborhood son-
taots (4) Too crcmﬁea (5) Inconvenient :

‘locatIon (6) Wo transportation
4. Are your pressnt living arrangements the Tesult of:

(1) Choice (2) Hecessity
5. Do you feel that you have sufficlent money for your
- essential needs? (1) Yes {2) ¥o__
6. If unemployed, would you 1lke to be gaintully
employed? (13 Yes {2) Yo

7. What type of work do you feel best suited for and
able to perform, if any? (State)

8. As you grow older what do you feel to be your ToSt
pressing needs, that is, the things that wounld make
your life comfortable and pleasant? List below the
fige you consider most important.

1

— o p— iy
AS. B bV V]
ot et S

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please 40 not destroy this form. Com-

plete and mail to P.0, Box 1875,
Norfolk, Virginia.
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APPENDIX B
I. PERSONAL DATA

"”ﬁhige Males White Females  _ Non-white Males Non-White Females
. yor, port, W,.N, Nor, pPort, N.N. _Nor, Port, N.N. or. Port.  R.N.
No. Responses ~ 56 16 8 9% 42 13~ 158 6, 33 300 10K 45
Single 8 1 4 15 4 3 16 9 4 .22 10 5
Married 21 7 3 7 7 0 62 20 9 =20 8 0
wWidowed 24 6 1 69 31 12 63 27 1, 247 - 82 38
- Divorced 0 1 0 § ' ,g g >1h g, 1 {~g : g : %
- Beparated , 1 O . ‘ :
T Totals 5%“‘ 16 4 9k 52 13 15§ 6l §§ 300 I10L 46
Age 65-69 16 2 2 a2, 15 4 40 17 L 9% 35 2
,'Age 70-74 12 8 3 32 9 L 23 21 10 112 300 13
Age-75 end over 28 6 3 gs 18 'I% __65¢ 26 9 ‘”3%%‘*“‘1%%“‘*“%%
T Totals 56, 16 8 ~ 94 A 158 B 33 3
| Avg.vyb, gt o ' \ , , A : «
Y e div.” 11.17 21.00 27.00F 18.06° 16.38 15.00 10.81 20.04 18.50 19.95 19.00 19,12
Avg. No. years '
«durationlpr§~ , . |
parciage o0 35.54 30.58  L.25% 32,02 31.65 37.20 29.7h 26.20 29.75 29.83 25.07 24.16
Avg. No. ehild- - * o *
ren born L.50 3.33  3.25 4.15 3.63  3.27° 4.7% 3,20 2.17 3.67  3.99 3.95
. - ﬂhild'» ' . . )
Av%enﬂgiving 3.47  3.60° 3.50 3.02 2.65 3,670 £.07 2.40 1.7h  3.17  1.94  2.40
 Avg. No. school . . | , ;
§§2t23 o 3.94 4,12 4.00  4.60 L4.64 491 2,25 2.45  2.33  3.31  2.49  3.02
‘ﬁggiy on6 TOpOrting - - ”“ 3

xTwo reporting :
*Not reporting childrem bora but reporting number living






APPENDIX ©
TI LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

~ ___Vihite Vales VWhite Females Non-White Males ~ Hon-White Females

'Residences .~ _._Nor, port, N.N. _Nor, port., RN.N. Nor, pPort, HN.N, NOT, Port. N.N.
" City , 5. 16 7 9 L2 11 158 o4 3 280 9 )
Town 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 B ¢ ZE ¢+ 1 0 0 0
- 7 Country 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 (¢ 1 -0 0 -2
Home owners 3 o 0 1 EY 0 2 3 Y 1l 3 0
" In private home or , ‘ : * - : ;
~ apartment 50 16 7 81 42 12 146 64 32 273 97 40
In other type home: L v : ‘ ~ o
"~ Hotvel | 1 0 0 0o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rooming houss 1 0 0 3 0. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
"~ Nursing home 1 ¢ 1 2 0 1 o 0 1 D o 2
Bndowed home 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
" Houseboat 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
- Church home 0 (0] o} 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 o
-~ Live: ‘ e
Alone 10 5 1 16 7 2 28 12 1l 50 29 19
with spouse 13 6 1 6 3 0 Lh 15 5 21 6 0
with children 11 2 1l 30 17 &4 29 6 3 91 ‘29 10
wWith relatives 4 1l 0 16 8 3 14 6 2 47 16 6
-With friends 4 1 1 10 0 2 25 10 4 35 16 4
with strangers 2 1l 3 3 o o 6 4 2 5 2 1
As housekseper
~_ purse or gervaant 0 0 0 1 ¢ 0 0 1 1l 7 0 0
Avg. No. persons in - ' : ' o
household Le{7 2,56 - L.60 .82 3.58 3.46 3,73 2.92 2.96 3.22 3;0&(~ 2. 74
Have room to self 27 10 8 66 17 9 106 43 - 26 182 73z 40
Share room | 16 i 0 21 15 2 33 b 83 2L 7
Have household duties 16 9 0 46 22 6 71 27 17 151 55 27
' Have no duties 38 6 7 37 17 6

7730 W 16 37 2



APPENDIX ¢ (oontinued)
II LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

White Vales

White remales

Non-White Uales =,30n4@h§§e Females

SR . FYor, vport., N.N, Nor, Port, WN,N, Nor, Port, N.N, ~NOT. Port. N.N.

Avg. No. years 1n T e 5 ~ RS : R o J

- present home = 5.58 9.24 6.82 6.31 9.1k 5.82 9.98 9.73 9.17 13.39 13.40 9.26

See close relatives: N : o : -
Lally 16 7 2 37 18 5 40 g 11 120 41 18
Weekly - 6 1 0 7 3 3 1k 3 L 18 7 7
Monthly 1 0 1 2 - 2 1 5 8 1l 9 0 0
Occasionally 18 3 ] 22 10 1 43 12 5 80 19 14
Rarely 2 1 1 15 -2 o 20 5 3 22 7 4
Rever 9 3 2 7 2 2 28 - 8 30 20 5

0g
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APPENDIX D
III ECOROMIC SITUATION

A———————— ——

—__white Males __White Females _ . _Non-white Vales Non-White Females
_ Wors YPort, HN.N, NOYr, POrt. HN.Ne ROT., POTrL. N.Hs NOT, FOFt, N.N.
Employed: DS | « e B ,,
Part time 2 0 0 1 o 0 3 1 1 3. 5 1
Full time o 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 2% 0 0
Not employed R0 12 6 67 23 9 132 49 27 183 66 30
Income source: : - : R - o » U ' '
Churoh . 0 0 o ) Q 1 0 o 0 0 0o 0
Veterans pension or - : : :
survivor benefits. O O o 1 3 0 2 0 1 o hE 0
Ind, or com. pension 0 o 0 0 1 0 1 o 1 3 0 2
Sociasl seourity 11 7 2 6 1 1 17 y 7 8 0 &
Children : Lk 0 1 3 3 i 5 0 0 14 0 2
Other relatives 0 0 D b 0 0 1 o 2 8 0 0
Roomers 0 0 0 1l 0 B 0 0 l#‘ 1 0 0
Wages 0 0 0 o 0 0 oC 1 1 0 0 0
% 01d age asaiat&nce 109 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Property: - " 7 R ~
T R T S R T A A
- 8tocks, bonds 0 _ : ' «
Other personal 0 0 0 3 0 o 2 6 0 0 o 0
Have full charge of ; , R o ~
money . 37 10 7 62 29 6 130 Ly 2, 214 73 33
Have to ask for : ; ‘
~ money 11 6 & 17 11 3 37 22 8 68 34 8
Recelve allowance - 1 0 0 5 2 0 b o 6 12 1 5

"fﬁrovide free Lodgling
?#Doubtful, no wage listed

8







APPERDIX E

IV HEALTH
—_white Males _ __ White Females _ _Non-white Males  Non-white Femoles
| ___For, port, N.N. Nor, rort, N.N, Nor, Port, N.N, Nor, rort, N.N.
Defect or disease 1as ' ‘
sight 19 8 5 50 21 A 65 31 9 121 L8 20
Hearing 17 9 3 32 14 1 50 29 7 73 27 4
Limbs | 21 & 3 34 17 5 59 34 15 136 50 22
- Digestion 10 5 2 16 12 2 19 9 8 51 13 10
Respiration 0 2 2 18 9 ¢} 25 13 6 34 7 RS
Otgircnlation 0 4 1 29 17 1 26 19 3 57 17 11
Other: - : | | : ,
Arthritis 2 o 1 3 3 1 8 1 1 17 3 1
Diabetes 0 0 0 0 c 0 r3 0. 0 2 0 v
Head trouble 4] 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 Q 0
Hernia 0 2 0 1 1 0 5 11 -0 0 0
Kidney 5 0 o 2 0 0 2 3 0 b 0 2
Neuritis ] ¢ 0 1 0 o 4 0 0 - 2 (4] 0
Paralysis 3 e 0 3 0 ) 3 2 1 1 5 1
Teoth bad 0 8] 4] 0 0 0 2 G o B 0 0
Tumor 0 0 B ¢ 1 0 o 1 0 0 - 0 0 2]
Cancer 0 0 (] 0 1 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parkinsonts disease 0 ¢ 4 o 0 1 0 0 o 0 0 o
Weak back 0 0 + 1 0 0 0 2 0 -0 1l 0 0
Dierrhea 0 4] 0 0 0 G 1 0 0 0 0 0
.Require treatment by: , ,
Physician 12 3 4 36 16 6 57 21 10 89 30 15
Nurse 3 0 0 7 0 0 3 2 2 7 3 l
Clinic iz 2 3 1k 9 1 25 14 7 28 27 6

*?robably senile dementia

kL




APPENDIX E (continued)

IV HEALTH
, ~ . White ¥ales — White Females Kon-vhite Nales Non-White Femsles
__ For,port, N.N. _Nor, bDort., N.N. TNor. vPort, HN.N.. 0r., PCTL. NeNe

- Wequite oare by
gomeone elses; :
: 15

Daily K 1 2 6 0 18 7 3 A 17 2
Occasionally 14 2 C 22 9 2 NN 13 1 47 22 16
Practically no , : ;
eare g 21 5 b 33 6 3 60 2k 9 64 20 9
 Teke care of own , ; : « f o , R
personal needs 42 10 7 T4 36 13 133 49 22 210 75 37
Need ascsistance 7 1 1 16 2 0 16 12 . Y % 20 3
" Troubled often by: : S , : ,
Insomnia 16 1 ra 39 18 8 54 28 4 89 30 11
Bad dreams 7 2 3 9 5 2 23 18 5 26 12 1
Nervousnsss 19 8 4 59 26 g 69 31 15 169 5l 27
Forgetfulness 20 6 1 38 19 5 23 80 31 128 L7 23
Tiring essily 30 14 é 64 31 9 76 39 1% 124 47 25
Pouor appetite . 1z 2 3 22 14 0 L2 18 8 67 23 8
' Worry about health 18 6 3 23 14 4 48 2% 10 49 23 13
- Peeling blus 16 5 3 3 18 A 36 21 12 39 22 9
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. AE??&SIX F
V RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY

o e —_White ¥ales White Tomios ~_Non-white Males Non-white Females
e o+ TOF,... Port, N.N. ﬁor. Port. N, ﬁ. _ ¥or. Port, N.N. NOY ?ort. N.H.
Church member 36 12 A B2 38 12  13L &6 2L 285 98 L
Nonemember 2 3 3 6 3 0 22 15 8 -9 k5
Church attendance: R o | SRR L ;

Reguleyr - 14 b 3 20 9 5 56 23 . 8 92 38 21

Ooccasional 16 6 0 41 16 A 68 23 10 -9l Ll 17

~ Rare " 6 >3 3 8 5 3 12 K 7 35 L 5
- Never 11 GO 0 13 8 0 5 -8 & .28 7 3
‘Sundey School -

~ attendance: - o - , o

~ Regular 6 3 2 10 b 3 14 8 3 30 7 3

- Oecazional il 3 1 20 9 2 8 . 7 5l 15 7.
‘Rare | b 0 0 7 3 1 12 2 26 8 2
Never 17 5 3 21 13 4 39 21 12 91 40 19

Church arganizatian : o , ‘ : o

-~ member 9 3 1 20 11 8 37 20 7 122 42 17
Nonworganization . : : S o o

- member 34 10 L 51 23 3 85 31 20 120 49 21
Orgenizetion : , \

attendances . « :

- Regular 3 0 1l 3 5 5 11 10 1 L2 10 - 6
‘Qooasional 13 6 1l 23 <6 3 43 - 21 9 78 32 13
Rere 3 1 Q 7 3 0 10 - 2 2 L5 7 2

. Never 13 6 2 28 2 24 15 11 L8 20 15
Visited: ‘ : i

Weekly 3 1 1l 6 6 6 19 7 5 47 11 5

Monthly 3 2 1 2 3 i 5 8 2 2 9 2

Occasionally 15 5 3] 37 20 5 68 21 9 109 48 26

Rarely 8 2 1l 23 3 1l 20 8 3 31 9 g

Never 17 5 2 17 6 0 23 12 1 26 8

e e o e —— e == e
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APPENDIX G
VI L1EISURE AND RECREATION

___Wwhite Males White Femsles Nob-white Vales Non-White Females
Nor, Port. W.N. Nor. Port. WN.N, Nor, Port, WN.N. Nor. Port. N.N.

¥Tée time each day:

All day 35 14 6 48 20 5 125 L7 24, 195 66 32

Helf day 7 0 0. 10 6 3 14 7 0 23 6 7

Few hours 6 2 1 15 6 2 11 1 43 14 5

Almost no time 3 0 0 3 [N 2 1l 5 14 9 1
Free time unoccupied, : ' A

generally .27 9 6 33 11 5 66 35 23 126 47 18
FPree time occupied, - :

generally 16 4 0 28 14 7 T A 16 7 95 - 25 19
Activities: : (

Visiting 9 3 2 14 5 6 30 12 5 43 1z 7
Clubs 0 0 0 1l 2 0 6 0 1l b 0 1l
Reading 16 6 L 29 17 5 34 8 7 77 27 11
Sewing 3 2 0 28 22 5 2 1 0 91 25 20
Knitting 2 0 0 9 L b 0 1 0 -5 1l 2
Radio 22 9 3 40 21 5 65 19 13 102 27 12
Television 2 0 1 1 0 1 i 0 2 0 1l 1
Movies 5 0 0 1 o 1 2 0 1l 1 1l 0
Theater, lectures, :

and oconcerts 0 4] 0 1 0 0 2 0 1l 2 2 0
Cards, other games L 0 0 2 o 0 3 1 1 1 1 )
Sports 2 1l 0 o 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0
Gardening 13 5 0 10 2 0 23 8 4 15 11 2



APPENDIX G {continued)
VI LEISURE AND RECREATION

i

White Veles White Femsles “Non-Vhite Males  Non-white Females
T Nor. vort, N.N, Nor. port, N.N. NOT. POrG., Nl.l, _NOT, POTL. N.Ns
Qther: , \ ' L ‘

Writes poetry 0 0 1 0 3] 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0
Household 0 o o 0 0 0 2 0 -0 6 1 2
Walking o 1 0 1l 0 1 o 0 0 0 0 0
Prayer . 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 o] 6 o 0
Resting ' 2 0 O 1 O 4] 1 0 O 0 0 o
Tend grandchildren 0 0 0 0 o] 0 4] (4] #] 1 0 1l
Tend animals 0 o ¢ 0 0 o 2 0 0 0 o o

P
i
|
| 06 5
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APPENDIX H
VII FPERSONAL ATTITUDES

~ White ¥Meles:

Non-White Females

4 . - G _ White ¥emsles = _Non-White Males
__YNor, Port. HN.N, Nor, Port, N.N., Nor, Port, HN.N. NKor, pPort., N.N,
Satisfied with T RIS T T——— e
" ing arrangements: ‘ , 7 . o o
Very well - 21 3 3 42 16 6 5L ig 5 129 28 20
. Fairly well 26 11 2 32 20 3 60 30 15 107 L5 22
Not at all 6 1 5 15 2 13 35 17 3 49 23 3
Llke most: - & o
Near family 20 2 0 24 19 6 LO 155 5 104 26 12
Near friends 15 6 2 24 11 2 54 20 15 95 37 14
Neighborhood & 2 1 10 1 0 27 14 3 3b 18 4
Near transportetion 3 2 2 6 0 2 . 8 6 1 &8 1 b
Convenient location 5 2 2 10 5 2 19 8 5 34 9 8
Dislike most: : - , Wy 3 -
gut of touch with ‘ ‘ o o , : .
friends 3 2 2 3 1l 1 11 6 1 20 5 1
Not near relatives 6 1 1 10 7 1 19 7 6 28 8 6
No neighborhood o ;
oontaocts - 3 1l 0 A 1 0 8 5 A -6 bk 0
Too growded 1 2 2 9 5. 0 14 4 8 -39 16 6
Ineonvenient , , . - ;
location b 0 0 8 1 1 5 A 1. %3 g 3
No transportation 0 <0 1 0 0 2 6 1 0 10 h
Living arrangements ’ , - e
- result of: ) ' ‘ ‘ o ‘
) 1 Ly 5k 16 13 98 229
. Gholoe 2 & P B % 7 & o 16 w0 s 3
Neccessity. 22 19 Lo 1 A 7 9
Have enouzh monay 6 0 1 13 5 i i0 2 3 49 7
Have motemowgh 3 13 6 69 26 w13 55 25 212 &0 36
0
ho



APPFNDIX H (continued)
VII PERSONAL ATTITUDES

__Vhite Vales White Females Non-vhite Males NonJFhite Femsles
'«Nor. port., W.N, Nor, vort, N.N. Nor., port. N.N, Nor, Port. HN.N.

Would liké é jbb:

Yes 20 6 3 5 A - 1l 38 26 21 - 51 17 8
No 14 2 2 23 12 g 67 17 9 120 3, 18
Unable 13 b 1l 25 5 .1 K 11 4 60 20 10
Type of job able to , : ' .
. dos . : . : ; B
. None 20 6 & 37 10 2 19 30 16 138 50 22
Service ococupa~- 1 ‘ ’ :
~ tions 0 0 0 5 6] 1l &4 0 1 3 1 0
Domestioc service 0 i o© A 3 0 b 1 3 33 9 6
Trades, orafts 4 4 1 s 2 1 5 3 L 6 2 Q
0dd Jobs, light ' . -
work 7 0 1 1 1l 0 2 10 1 -0 ¢] 0
‘Custodien 5 O 0 0 4] 0 1 0 0 0
‘Most pressing needs for o
making life comfort-
‘able and pleasant: f S
Income, money 26 7 1 &1 12 7 98 37 17 249 56 27
Home - 10 5 4 17 1z 5 43 27 13 99 29 14
Food 18 4 1 16 6 3 37 22 7 92 29 12
Clothing, shoes 14 5 2 27 7 3 38 26 11 85 41 13
et %6 2 3 A % F 0% 4 3 % B &
edical care 2 ‘
Religion  ° 5 I 1 8 7 2 %g 8 g L 19 8
Pamily : , 8 2 0 iz 6 2 10 1l 5 25 7 5
Mesessities A 0 g l% g g g % % ,§§ g %
dob 3 2 , s
014 age essistance 8 0 4 10 2 2 11 L & 26 w? 4
W




AFPENDIX H (continued)

PERSONAL ATTITUDES

White lales

Wors  Ports N.N., NOT's DPOrbLe H.N.

Vhite Females

Non~-White Males

Non-White Femnles

Nor. port., N.N, NOor, POTrt. N.N.

Care, help
Better living
conditions
Friends -
Social security
Fuel’ g ‘
Household furn.
and conv.
Security -
Travel, trans.
Rest, reoreation
Eyeglasses
Radio
Prosthetic
eppliances

0
1

W HWRWMOO MO

0

©C ONNWRE HENE

O COOMOOQ QOMNN M

0

1l
1h

0

19
12

O O

0O

1l

HONCPHOND O
S HOMDKE  OONH

0

14

O VMINOKB VMO

1

O HFOWORMN OOW

0 5 2
35 6 10
35 9 kL
0 0 o
30 15 0
55 15 6
13 L3
17 1 5
26 8 2
9 5 2
8 6 3
1 o 1

w6
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Born September 1, 1918 %o william Grove and Miriam
King Reid at uuscatins, Icwa. wasvnamed Elbridge King for
maternal grendfather. Was e&uoated in publie séheals atf
Eagly. Iowa anﬁ at Stephen Austin High Sahnal; El Pasq,
Texas. Was graduated frdm thékState Uhiversity of Towa
with- degree of Baehelar of Arts (Sociology) in August 1948,
completed residence requirements far Mester of Arts degree
at Univeraity of Richmond 1948-49. Held pnaition of aooial ,
worker and chlld welfare warkar with eity cf Rnrfolk 809131
VServiee Bursau 1949~59.; Since &ugusﬁ 1950 have been a
teéﬁher in Norfolk County schenls‘

Serveé in United States Nevy 1936-&& and 19&2-&5.
| Reeeivs& officlal commendation for wer services. was.
.insaranne egent and railrcad brazeman between naval enlistm
ments. Expect to continue teaching.

Yarried Kacgnelﬁné Jahasbn; B, S« Td. (Longwood
College) Seyt&mher, 1945, A daughter; Miriaﬁﬁxing,'was
born February 9, 1951.
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