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Preface 

It ls the purpose of this work to show how the racial disturbance 

began and why it came to a close in Danville, Virginia in 1963. This work 

asks: 11 Why Danville, what happened, what killed it, and what was the after

math? 11 The central vehicle for answering these questions is the Danville 

Police Department. 

Research was done, over a period of some fifteen months, through a 

series of court records and transcripts, interviews, newspapers, observa

tions, books, and other sources related to this topic. It should be pointed 

out, that in as many cases as possible, this author attempted to determine 

the validity of sources by checking them against police reports and court 

transcripts concerning related dates. 

Gratitude is expressed to the following people in connection with this 

thesis: 

Eugene McCain, who as Chief of the Danville Police Department, 

opened many of his files. to my examination. The many participants on both 

sides of the 1963 struggle who volunteered their time and information were 

indeed helpful. Thanks also go out to the Danville Community College for 

the time and clerical help they provided in the final stages of this work. 

Special gratitude is extended to Dr. R. B. Westin of the University of 

Richmond, Virginia, who used a teacher's gift of assistance and encourage

ment. 



To Sallie L. Newlin Durham, 
my beloved Grandmother, who 
devoted so much of her life to 
me. 

1883 - 1964 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
The Nature of the City of Danville, Virginia 

The city of Danville, Virginia, nestled in a beautiful valley of 

the Dan River, is the home of approximately SO, 000 people, one third 

of whom are Negro. It is located three miles north of the North 

Carolina line in the heart of the Piedmont section. Founded in 1793 

and chartered in 1833, Danville launched its future from the pads of 

tobacco and textiles. 

One may enter from the north by the great textile plants of 

Dan River Mills and strong-smelling tobacco factories along the Dan. 

Or one may enter from the south and drive past the tumbled down Negro 

shacks of Jackson's Branch, past the poor little Winslow Hospital for 

colored and the fine Memorial Hospital for whites, past Mount Vernon 

Church, where mill officials and tobacconists lift up their Sabbath 

Prayers. Approaching Danville from the east, one is repulsed by the 

same filthy sights and rank odors. But keep going, because soon one 

will cross the Main Street Bridge and look north and examine the muddy, 

dye-stained river that fathered the name of this warm little city. From 

this direction, one approaches Main Street from the bottom of its hill. 

Proceeding up the grade, the travelers cannot but linger to look at 

prosperous-appearing facades of the big stores which sandwich in the 

small, old, but clean shops. Midway up the hill, and one block to the 
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left, stands the great stone face of City Hall, decorated by a life-size, 

yet seemingly miniature, statue of Mayor Harry Wooding. Old Harry, 

who had been mayor in Danville from 1898 to 1933, must have been 

chafed by the show that took place in 1963 on the steep steps behind his 

back. 

At the top of the hill and two blocks to the right, one can see 

pigeons roosting in the shade of the eaves of the colored High Street 

Baptist Church. 

This is home. It is, also, the home of wealth and poverty-

both the products of self-made men. Danville has one disease that 

makes things both possible and impossible•-the annual plague of 

seasonal unemployment when the tobacco factories shut down each May 

to September. 

Until 1950 Danville had a mayor council form of government. 

On the 15th of September, 1950, T. Edward Temple took office as the 

first City Manager. Temple, on that day, stressed that the door to his 

office was open to all citizens. With the establishment of the City 

Manager Form of Government, nine City Councilmen came into office, 

one-half to be elected every two years. 



CHAPTER 11 

BE' FORE THE E'AC T 
Negro Movements Before 1963 

By a unanimous nine to zero vote, the Supreme Court of the 

United States of America ruled, on May 18, 1954, that the states of this 

nation no longer had the right to separate Negro and white pupils in 

different schools. For many years, seventeen Southern and "border 

states·' had imposed conipulsory segregation in the public schools. 

Virginia was one of those states. In Danville, Virginia, announcement 

of the High Court's decif'ion spread rapidly throughout the city. Much 

of the comment on that decision followed party lines; hence, the 

Democrates blamed the Republican administration of President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, while the Republicans placed the blame on the 

~fgM' Supreme Court. The Danville Republicans pointed out that of the 

nine Supreme Court justices were Democrats. On that historic day, 

the Supreme Court was composed of live Democrats appointed by 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, two Democrats appointed by President 

Harry s. Truman, and the two Republicans were appointed by President 

Eisenhower. 

As of March l, 1954, the Danville Public Schools had 7, 708 

students. Of this total 2, 274 were Negro. 1 Danville's Negroes showed 

little interest in the 1954 ruling and Danville did not experience the 

lThe Danville Register, May 18, 1954, (Danville, Va. ). Hereafter cited 
as the Register, See Also 74 Supreme Court 686. 

3 
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effects of the decision until the fall school term of 1963. By the end of 

that month, private schools in the Danville area had noted no change in 

the number of applications for the term beginning in September of 1954. 

It was nine years later that the first Negro enrolled in a previously all 

white public elementary or high school. 2 After the 1954 Supreme Court 

decision ruling public school segregation unconstitutional, there was a 

rising tide of friction between whites and Negroes. Among the major 

focal points of the struggle in the earlier years were Montgomery, 

Alabama, during the 1956 bus boycott by Negroes, and the 1957 

integration of Little Rock, Arkansas. After that, eruptions came 

thick and fast. In 1960, at Greensboro, North Carolina, began the 

great wave of Negro lunch counter sit-ins which spread over virtually 

all the deep and middle South. Nor did Danville escape as the public 

library and parks became the targets of the Negro users. 

There were "Freedom Riders" from the North who sped south 

to take part in the general crusade. The most violent of all clashes 

over college desegregation occurred in 1962 at the University of 

Mississippi, Oxford, when a Negro named James Meredith tried, and 

later successfully, registered for classes. Two persons were killed 

and a number of others were hurt. As time passed, and people were 

brought close to. these situations through various news media, massive 

2The Register, August 9, 1963, (Danville, Virginia). 
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demonstrations were staged. Demonstrations by the score were under

taken in later 1962 and early 1963 in Jackson, Mississippi, where a Negro 

leader was slain. In early 1963 street disorders took place in Birmingham, 

Alabama; Atlanta, Georgia; St. Louis, Missouri: Tallahassee, Florida; 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Chicago, Illinois: Cambridge, Maryland; 

and at Fayetteville and Lexington, in North Carolina. At first modest, 

orderly and infrequent, demonstrations began to rise like an angry 

bonfire lights the sky and they ignited the spark of protests at every 

cro~~road. That spark caught Danville, Virginia in the early 1960's. 3 

In the summer of 1960, a group of young Negroes organized an 

attempt to break down racial segregation in the city's public libraries. 

At that time the city operated two public library facilities .. one for 

whites and one for colored. On April 2, 1960, at the all white main 

library, and at the city owned Ballou Park, approximately twenty-five 

Negro boys and girls entered the library and asked for registration 

cards and the privilege to take out books. The librarian informed the 

group that the library was closed, several hours before the normal 

closing hour. After taking seats and remaining for some twenty 

minutes, the group left. Around three o'clock of that same day, 

fifteen Negroes went to the city owned Ballou Park on West Main Street, 

which had been previously reserved for whites only. There, that group 

3The Raleigh News and Observer, April 23, 1963, (Raleigh, North Carolina). 
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pla. yed basketball until it began to rain. The youths then went to the 

park pavilllon where they stayed until Danville's City Manager, 

T. Edward Temple, arrived and informed them that the park would 

close in twenty minutes at 3:45 P. M. and that anyone remaining after 

closing would be arrested for trespassing. When questioned by police 

concerning their presence in the white facility, the group said that they 

had no comment. The police then assigned two men to one radio-

equipped car to remain at the park. Later that day, the head of the 

Danville branch of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People, Reverend Doyle J. Thomas, stated that they wanted 

to test the strength of segregation laws in Danville in relation to tax

supported institutions. 4 

According to Thomas, the group decided on the library because 

they were given homework assignments in school "which required 

materials not available at (the all-Negro) John M. Langston High School 

or the Branch (Negro public) library. The public park was chosen be

cause there were no Negro facilities that compared to it. 115 Shortly 

after the group left the park, city officials erected 11 closed11 signs at 

all three entrances to the park and stated that the park and library would 

be closed until city officials could meet. Again, only two police officers 

kept watch over the park. 6 

4The Register, April 3, 1960. 
Srbid. 

61bid. 
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The next day that meeting of city officials was held. The city 

agreed to reopen all library facilities, except the Central library, 

which was the target of Saturday's incident, would reopen only to those 

patrons who held library cards as of April 1, 1960. Although the parks 

were not reopened, the city fathers adopted a resolution which stated 

that when the parks did open, they would be limited to those living in the 

neighborhood in which the parks were located. Two separate resolutions, 

one pertaining to the library and the other to the parks, empowered the 

City Manager with the authority to close both facilities if they could 

:'not be operated under the limitations placed on them. •17 The texts of 

the resolution reflect the official attitude of the municipal government: 

Vlhereas, it is the judgment of the council that the 
utilization of such neighborhood facilities by persons 
from other neighborhoods will bring about overcrowded 
conditions therein which may provoke a breach of the 
peace and good order of the City of Danville. 

Now therefore be it ordained by the Council of the 
City of Danville: 

That it is the policy of the council that any · 
recreational facility can be used by members of the 
neighborhood in which such facility is located; and 

That the City Manager be charged with the responsi
bility of carrying out this pronounced policy, with full 
powers to close any and all recreational facilities 
should it appear that their administration has become 
impracticable, or that a breach of the peace is imminent 
or likely, to report the same to council. 

?"Minutes of the Danville, Virginia City Co_uncil," April 3, 1960. 
On file in City Manager's Office.;,, Hereafter cited as "City Council 
Minutes~ 11 



Concerning the library, council decreed, that: 

Whereas public library facilities are overtaxed by 
the demands of its patrons, 

Now therefore, be it ordained by the Council of the 
City of Danville, Virginia, as follows: 

That the Central library building located in the 
Memorial Mansion be used only by the present holders of 
library cards issued from the Central Library; 
and that no further cards be issued until further order " 
of the council; and, 

That the City Wanager be charged with the responsi
bility of carrying out this pronounced policy with the 
full power to close all library facilities should it appear 
that it's administration has become impracticable and to 
report the same to council. 8 

8 

On Wednesday afternoon of that week, several Negroes sought 

admission to the Central library, but were denied use of the facility 

because they did not have library cards. Police were called by the 

librarian after a second and third group arrived, but there were no 

arrests. However, police remained on the lawn of the library until 

it's 9:00 P.M. closing hour, at which time the Negro groups left. 9 

At the monthly meeting of City Council, held on April 11, 

council entertained.the comments of about twenty-five of Danville's 

white citizens. A spokesman for the group stated that the next 

probable step that the Negroes would take would be to seek a Federal 

court order requiring the city to open the library to all patrons, white 

and colored. They then submitted that they wanted to see all library 

Srbid. 

9The Register, ·April 3, 1960. 
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facilities closed if such an injunction were to be issued. After hearing 

of the proposals made at that council meeting, Negro leaders in Danville, 

for the first time, publically criticized the reported rtgood relations" in 

Danville and said that relations were of a 11master - servant" type. IO 

As predicted, on April 13, 1960, five members of the city's 

Negro community were named plaintiffs in a suit which sought the abo-

lition of segregation in Danville's public libraries. The City Manager, 

the City Librarian and the City of Danville were named co-defendants 

in that suit. Specifically, the plaintiffs sought to have the Federal 

Western District Court, under Judge Roby Thompson, enter an injunction 

which would prohibit the city from "denying, on the basis of race or color, 

the admission •••• of the •••• Negro citizens •••• to any library operated by 

the defendants. nil Later that week, Danville Mayor, Julian Randolph 

Stinson, in a speech to the City's Kiwanis Club, called upon the white 

citizens of the community to present a united front in finding a solution 

to the recent racial problems. Stinson further stated that :trecent 

incidents destroyed the close cooperation between the two races and 

that there now appears to be no chance for compromise. 1112 The Mayo!_ 

added that the city had attempted to meet the demands of the Negroes in 

terms of separate schools, recreation and library facilities but that the 

Negroes were no longer seeking services, but integration.13 

lOrbid., April 12, 1960. 
11 . 

Ibid., April 14, 1960. 
12 Ibid., April 12, 1960. 
13rbid., April 22, 1960. 
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This author and a group of approximately ten other Danville 

residents began, during the week of April 25, circulating petitions in 

favor o! opening all of the library facilities on a permanently integrated 

basis. That group, which presented its petition to the City Manager, 

felt that a functioning library was necessary to the cultural life of the 

city. Efforts of the petitioners were denied by municipal of!icials. 14 

Going on elsewhere across the South, were other efforts by the 

nation's Negroes to force the South to abandon its tradition of segrega-

tion. In Greensboro, North Carolina, lunch counter sit-ins became 

common. Sit-in demonstrators were arrested in Little Rock, Arkansas 

and Nashville, Tennessee. Jackson, .Mississippi was experiencing a 

city-wide boycott of white merchants as Negroes strengthened their 

protests against segregation. Efforts had spread to Danville, Virginia 

also.15 

On May 6, Federal Judge Roby Thompson handed down an order 

calling for the integration of Danville's public library on a partial basis. 

Only those Negroes who held cards permitting them use of the colored 

branch of the library were given permission to use the white library. 

In his decision, Judge Thompson stated that when the city began re-

issuing cards to new white patrons, the same had to be done for Negroes 

14
Ibid., April 26, 1960 

lSThe Danville Comme~cial Appeal, May 5, 1960. (Danville, Virginia.) 
Hereafter cited as the Commercial Appeal. 
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who wanted access to the library services. In explaining his decision, 

Judge Thompson cited a Greensboro, North Carolina, precedent. In 

the Greensboro case, the Fourth Western District Federal Court held 

that municipally operated swimming pools had to be integrated because 

i.t was ruled that a municipality must not exclude the use of any of its 

municipal facilities. The same rule of law applied to the Danville case. 1~ 

Chief of Police, Eugene c. McCain, aftttr talking by phone with 

Greensboro Police, saw no need to take any unusual measures for the 

maintenance of law and order.17 

Because of a !ear that the City M.anager would exercise the 

authority vested in him under the resolution, Dr. Martin Donelson, a 

white Danville surgeon and spokesman for the body of petitioners 

favoring an integrated library, appeared before council at its May 10, 

meeting. Dr. Donelson stated that over 350 citizens had signed 

petitions for re-opening the library on an integrated basis and that he 
~ 

was then seeking such a decree from council. No comment waft made 

about his proposai.18 

In the afternoon of the next day, city council decided to submit • 

the issue to a public vote in the form of an advisory referendum. The 

referendum. which was not binding on council, was scheduled for June 14.' 

The issue was to l:>e put to the voters in the following choices: 

16The·R~'gi~ter, May-·7~_ 1960. ·· .. 

17peioson8.i interview' bf Author with-E~·c•:)vicCatn, Chief, Danville· . 
. . Police Deparlme?t•. Danville;· Virginia, . April Z.3, :J 968. 

18The Register~: May··i;~.ii~:~--



1. Close the public library system. 
2.. Close the library system if it appears that private 

library facilities will be reasonably available. 
3. Open the library to all citizens. 
4. Permit the council to work out a "modified plan" 

to keep the library open (such as a reference 
library). 

5, Close the library building for public use and 
dispense books by bookmobiles. 

The ref er end um was scheduled for four days before the Thompson 
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injunction was to go into effect. The purpose of the timing was to give 

council a chance to close the library facilities before integration became 

enforced by the Federal Court. 

Balloting on election day saw an organized contest between 

those who favored a closed public library and those who favored library 

facilities open to all citizens. Although the white citizens who urged 

full integration of the library were quite vocal, their ballot influence 

was small. Precinct workers estimated that a total of approximately 

one thousand Negroes voted, and it can be reasonably assumed that a 

majority of them voted for proposal number three. which would open 

the library to all. If that estimate is correct, or substantially so, then 

no more than six hundred white voters cast their ballot for number three. 

Proposal number one, which was to close rather than to integrate, re-

ceived two thousand, eight hundred twenty-nine votes. If proposals -

numbers one and two were combined, three thousand, three hundred 

thirty segregation votes can be said to have been cast.19 With such 

an expression of voter opinion, council was emphatically advised. 

19~, June 15, 1960 • 
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On the day after the advisory refel"endun:i, city council, in an 

hour long meeting behind closed doors, voted to keep the library closed. 

Obviously, the results of the previous day's opinion vote had an impact 

on official thinking. Two days later. Federal Judge Roby Thompson 

announced that his ruling of the previous month which enjoined the city 

from operating totally segregated facilities was still in force. ZO 

Supporters of an integrated library called a meeting on the 

night of June 20, to discuss their next course of action. That group 

decided that it would seek the signatures of five thousand citizens in an 

effort to persuade the city fathers to re-open both the library and the 

park. Dr. D. Lurton Arey, a member of city council agreed to submit 

those petitions to council and call for a councilmantic re-vote on the 

question at the meeting of city fathers scheduled for the 27th of June. 

On the other side of the coin, backers of a possible privately 

financed library called a meeting for June 23. That group, which had 

applied for a state charter which would name them the Danville Library 

Foundation, decided to execute a five-year lease on a large, Victorian, 

private home situated directly across the street from the public library, 

which was housed in the Last Capitol of the Confederacy building. O! 

the forty present at that meeting, twenty-five signed as guarantors of 

the one hundred twenty-five dollar per month lease on the house. 

In an attempt to emphasize their steadfastness of purpose and 

success at the referendum, attorney for the organizer of the Danville 

I 
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Library Foundation, c. Stuart Wheatley charged that the Donelson group 

was wasting its efforts because "our city council is not ready to substi

tute government by petition for government by ballot. 1121 At the June 2.7, 

meeting of council, petitioners for an integrated library again lost their 

bid. Councilman D. L. Arey. their spokesman, presented petitions 

bearing the names of three thousand, one hundred fifty-one white people 

over age sixteen. When Arey moved that council conduct another vote on 

the library issue, he failed to receive as much as a second to his motion. ZZ 

With the public library system under lock and key, privately owned book• 

stores noted sales increases of from fifteen to twenty per cent after the 

beginning of May. 23 

Towards the end of August, Negro attorney, Miss Ruth Harvey, 

in an afternoon church meeting, put in a plug for a bi-racial committee 

when she said that the Negroes instead of Danville wanted the white 

leaders to plan with the Negroes instead of for them. Also, Miss Harvey 

explained that local leaders did not wish to stir up the public, but that she 

would 11be hard pressed to not carry forth suits to integrate the local 

public schools. 1124 

By the la.st week ln August, city council, which had been daily • 

under pressure to reopen the library and park, agreed to meet with 

Negroes and try to work out a plan for their reopening. It was agreed 

j
l- . ·--' 21 _ 
Ibid., June 24, 1960. 
~y Council Minutes, 11 June 27, 1960. 

13.!he Commercial Appeal, July 4, 1960. 

14.!!?id., August 22, 1960. 
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that council would call for another vote on the issue if' the Negroes 

would sign papers which would withdraw injunction proceedings in 

Federal Court which demanded total integration upo+t reopening. The 

city wanted a gentlemen's agreement and not a Federal mandate. All 

of the parties involved signed that paper except attorney Harvey. Miss 

Harvey refused to sign before she could "contact the people. 1125 At the 

regular monthly meeting of council, on September 8, 1960, Councilman 

Arey asked the Mayor what progress had been made toward reopening 

the two disputed facilities. Mayor Stinson replied in one word ·"Nothing. 11 

Arey then announced that he wo•.Ild call for a vote at a meeting scheduled 

for September 12. Finally, at that meeting, the fathers, by a !ive to 

four margin, decided to re-open the park and library because the Negroes 

had all agreed to drop their injunction suit. 26 The park was opened 

unconditionally. The library created the dawn of what has become known" 

as "vertical integration. 11 This is the term applied to the practice of 

removing all of the chairs in a public place and consequently, all patrons 

must stand, thus the 1960 issues were settled, for a while. Throughout 

the entire chain of events, the Danville Police Department made no 

arrests· and "saw no need to take precautionary steps for the prevention'' 

or control of mass demonstrations. Other than one phone call to the 

Greensboro, North Carolina, Police Department, and the assignment of 

ZS1bid., .. A.ugust Z9, 1960. 
Z611city Council 'Minutes, 11 September lZ, 1960. 
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two officers to patrol the public park, the Danville Police Department 

was uneffected by the efforts of the local Negroes. 27 

The year 1962 saw the Code o! the city of Danville revised and 

brought up to date by City Attorney James A. H. Ferguson. All 

segregation ordinances were discarded. ZS Also, that year, a Negro 

cab operator, Julius Adams, purchased a burial plot in a previously 

all-white public cemetary. This man, in 1963, became a civil rights 

leader in Danville. 

In 1962, Lynchburg, Virginia, a city comparable to Danville 

in complexion and population and situated sixty-two miles to the 

NorthW.fif. had an omnibus desegregation suit filed against it. 29 

Also, in that year, Negro ministers and other local citizens, petitioned 

the Danville City Council for integration of public schools, representation 

on public boards, and the desegregation of City Hall facilities and public 

eating places. In August, two of these petitioners went to observe the 

demonstrations and desegregation movement in Albany, Georgia. They 

were the Reverend A. I. Dunlap and Mr. Julius Adams, the Negro taxi 

operator. An incident occurred during their return trip to Danville from 

Albany that may have affected the future of Danville's race relations. It 

appears that Dunlap's 1960 Cadillac developed battery trouble, and the 

occupants 0£ the car drove into a service station in a small Georgia town. 

27 Personal Interview with Chief McCain, April Z3, 1968. 

28The Commercial Appeal, September 16, 1963. 
29rbid. 
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They received the iollowing reception: "Nigger, get that car out of 

here! 1130 When the pair arrived in Danville, Dunlap called Len Holt, a 

Negro attorney from Norfolk, Virginia, and told him to file an omnibus 

integration suit against Danville at once. 31 

The plaintiffs for that suit were Dunlap, Adams, the Reverend 

L. W. Chase and the Reverend L. G. Campbell. The suit called for the 

integration of the following: teacher assignments, all city employment, 

all public buildings, public housing projects, the Memorial Hospital, 

cemetaries, the City Armory and the City Nursing Home. 32 The suit 

was dropped when street demonstrations in 1963 diverted efforts into 

other directions. 

As the year 1963 opened, activities of the integrationists became 
.. 

bolder. In March, 1963, the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., made a 

talk in Danville sponsored by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

This organization was planning a Danville branch and King was in Danville 

to conduct a membership drive. Speaking to the 2, 500 persons assembled, 

King said, ''Justice will flow over Danville like a stream from mighty 

water. 1133 Accompanying Doctor King was Carl Braden, editor of the 

Southern Patriot, a civil rights publication from Knoxville, Tennessee. 34 

30lbid. 
31tbid. 

32Ibid., August 23, 1963. 
33

Ibid. 
341bid., March 14, 1963. 
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In early May, 1963, citizens read in local newspapers of 

racial disharmony in Birmingham and Greensboro. Ori May 31, these 

same readers could become observers by going to ''downtown Danville" 

and seeing these same events taking place at hom.e. 



CHAPTER Ill 

THE FACT 
The Racial Movement in Danville, Virginia in 1963 

When City Manager T. Edward Temple learned that the city's 

first mass demonstration was planned for the 31st of May, he consulted 

police officials and decided to rush a parade permit to the demonstration's 

point of origin, the Spring Street Municipal Parking Lot, where approxi• 

mately fifty demonstrators had gathered. 3S The permit was is sued in 

hopes that city cooperation would discourage further demonstration efforts. 

Temperatures on that day fluctuated under and over the 90 degree n"lark. 

These people, who claimed to represent the Negroes' thirty per cent of 

the city's 50, 000 population. marched down Spring Eitreet, turned right on 

Union Street and proceeded across Main Street to the steps of City Hall. 

Their procession was accented not only by their number but also, by their 

singing and shouting for nFreedom. 11 They then settled down on the one 

hundred thirty steep steps that lead to the door of the Municipal Building.36 

The Police Department, headed by Chief Eugene C. McCain, a veteran of 

twenty-three years of law enforcement, received instructions from the 

City Manager to p·rovide full protection to the demonstrators and to direct 

vehicular traffic: to make it possible for the demonstrators to have 

35 The Register, June 5, 1963 
36Ibid. 

19 
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"an orderly route of march. :: 37 According to McCain, there had been no 

intelligence reports or rumors of the march until several hours before it 

began. 

On the afternoon of Saturday, June 1, a second march was 

conducted along the same route and to the same destination. Whereas 

the previous day's demonstration occupied only about two hours, the 

second day's activities continued for about five hours. Periodically, the 

demonstrators would sing, chant and shout in the June sun. The main 

difference between the first demonstration and Saturday's demonstration 

rested in a legal issue .. on the second day, no permit for parading was 

requested, and no permit was voluntarily issued. 38 

After an uneventful Sunday, June 3, demonstrations began again 

the following day without a parade permit. One thing that set the demon-

strations on that day apart was that the march through the downtown area 

was conducted at 4:00 P.M., the hour of shift changes in the local Dan 

River Mills. An additional event also set this demonstration off as usual. 

As the demonstrators marched North on Main Street, 
they prepared to cross Main Street at an intersection. 
Approximately one-half of their number, including 
some six Negroes carrying a coffin, had crossed 
Main Street and reformed their demonstration ranks 

37Temple, T. E. "A Statement and Report of the Racial Demonstrations 
Which Have Transpired in the City of Danville, Virginia, During the 
Past Two Weeks, 11 (Danville, 1963), p. 3. Hereafter cited as the 
"Temple Report. 11 Xerox copy in possession of author. 

38Ibid. 



on the sidewalk. The other half of the demonstrators 
halted on the opposite sidewalk as a result of the change 
of traffic signals and the subsequent movement of 
vehicular traffic. At this point, demonstration leaders, 
including Reverend Alexander I. Dunlap and Reverend 
Lawrence G. Campbell, dashed into the streets and 
forced vehicular traffic to stop by standing in the traffic 
lanes. These leaders signaled the balance of the 
demonstrators to enter the street against the traffic 
signals. As soon as the balance of these demonstrators 
had entered the street, a further signal was given and the 
entire group spilled into the street completely blocking 
Main Street from curb to curb and halting the flow of rush 
hour traffic. 39 . 
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- . On Wednesday, June S, again without a parade permit and with-

out being arrested, the group marched into the downtown area to and into 

the Municipal Building. The approximately one hundred twenty-five 

people went to the outer chambers of the City Manager's office, where 

they sang, shouted and cheered. '\Vhen requested by the Chief of Police 

to leave, they replied that "the only way we will leave is to be carried 

out. 1140 When the 5:00 P.M. closing hour arrived, Chief McCain again 

ordered the group to leave the building. Upon their refusal to heed the 

command, Chief McCain ordered that the two ministers, Dunlap and 

Campbell, be arrested. 41 For the first time since the demonstration 

began on May 31, arrests were made. Also, a young Negro girl was 

arrested that day for battering the Chief of Police over the head with a 

sack of bottle tops. 42 At that point, the Police Department sought law 

39tbid ••. p. 4. 

40lbid., p. 5. 
41The Roanoke Times, June 6, 1963. (Roanoke, Virginia). 
42Ibid. 
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enforcement recommendations from Danville Corporation Court 

Judge A. M. Aiken. Judge Aiken refused to make any suggestions 

because he would foreseeably try those charged with law violations. 

He did, however, agree to make an appeal for law and order if so 

requested by the Police Chief. 

As evening fell over the city, the racial situation grew more 

intense. The demonstrations were carried into a residential area some 

ten blocks :Crom the Municipal Building where the size of the crowd 

swelled to some two hundred participants. There they sat down and blocked 

all five lanes of a major Federal highway. The Judge of the Corporation 

Court, City of Danville, then came to the scene, manned a loudspeaker 

and ordered the group to disperse in the name of peace and order. The 

Judge's order was not heeded, and instead the entire group of about two 

hundred marched one block to the Danville Public Library. As the group 

assembled on the Library lawn, two firetrucks came to the scene and 

"fire hoses were made ready for use to disperse not only the Negro crowds 
.. 

but the crowds of whites also. 1143 The crowds then dispersed under the 

pressures of police and the threat of water. 

Readers of the June 5, newspapers were informed that, according 

to Mayor Julian R. Stinson, who had been in office since 1958, the city had 

been negotiating with some of the arrested leaders on the matter of jobs 

for Negroes in the city government before the demonstrations began. More 

43The Temple Report, p. 7. 
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than twenty Negroes had applied for jobs as police officers but only one 

had qualified. This lone man, competing for one opening, placed 

seventeenth out of a group of thirty tested. 

On the morning of June 6, the City Attorney, James A. H. 

Ferguson, presented to the Chief of Police a list of procedures that it 

''may be necessary to enforce. 11 They were: 

1. Call an ambulance without cause and false fire alarm 
2. Pedestrians must cross at intersections 
3. No pedestrian shall disregard approaching car at 

intersection 
4. Obey signs, signals; also obey traffic officer 
5. Throwing dangerous missiles 
6. Resisting arrest 
7. Concealed weapon 
8. Loitering 
9. Desk Sergeant to act as Justice of Peace 

10. Obstructing movement of traffic 
11. Encouraging child under 18 to commit misdemeanor 
12. Discharging firearms within a building 
13. Malicious bodily injury by throwing acids 
14. Throwing missiles at occupied cars 
15. Disturbing religious worship 
16. Disturb, molest or interrupt schools 
17. Riot after Judge's command to disperse 
18. Charge against Judge for failing to do duty 
19. Death of person during dispersal of riot 
20. Damage to house during riot 
21. Riotous and Dhlorderly Conciuct 
22. Carrying Concealed Weapons 
23. Giving false report to police officers 
24. Incite one race to war against another 
ZS. Right to work, blocking free ingress and egress to 

business 
26. Combination to injure tra-de, reputation or business44 

4411 nemonstrations of 1963, 11 file, Danville Police _Department, 
Danville, Virginia. 
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In the early afternoon of June 6, dem.onstrators again marched, 

without :requesting a parade permit, to the Municipal Building. During 

this demonstration, Mayor Stinson, City Councilman Charles A. Womack, 

the Reverends Campbell and Dunlap and other interested persons agreed 

to conduct a committee meeting at City Hall concerning the Negroes' 

grievances and demonstrations. Upon learning of this, the demonstrators 

who were gathered on the City Hall steps left and retired to a local Negro 

church. While the demonstrators were in the church and the bi-racial meet• 

ing was being conducted at City Hall, Corporation Court Judge A. M. Alleen 

entered an order, "granting a tem.porary restraining order and preliminary 

injunction prohibiting unlawful demonstrations and actions. 1145 

The ncommittee11 meeting of Negroes and whites was neither 

authorized nor condoned by the majority of City Council because the Negro 

delegates to the meeting had previously been arrested for racial activities 

and Council had previously agreed that 11 it would not be proper for a person 

to be arrested one night and placed on a committee the next day. 1146 That 

was the official attitude of the seven mem.bers of Council. The bi-racial 

meeting was never held. 

On June 7, 8, and 9, (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) attention 

was focused on events other than street demonstrations. Judge Aiken, 

on June 7, called for a seven man Corporation Court grand jury to 

4Srhe Danville Bee, June 6, 1963. (Danville, Virginia). Hereafter cited 
as the~ 

46The Register, June 7, 1963. 
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investigate conditions in Danville and to subponea witnesses. There were 

six white members and one Negro. The lone Negro was M. Conrad Martin, 

President of the Negro First State Bank. As with all grand juries, no 

record of the proceedings were kept. The first statement from the grand 

jury came on June 8. The jury asked for three indictments under 

Section 18.1-422 of the Code of Virginia against the three individuals who 

had been leading the demonstrations. 47 These three were Dunlap, Adams, 

and Campbell. The sole Negro Juror asked for and received permission 

48 to state a minority opinion. Martin said that hearsay evidence was 

accepted and that two members of the jury gave personal observations to 

the other jurors in an attempt to influence them. 49 The colored citizens 

used much of the night of Sunday, June 9, "contacting wire services and 

news media about the Danville protests. 115 0 

The Monday morning, June 10, newspapers included a heavy 

black print statement from Mayor Stinson's office requesting that all 

citizens of the Southside Virginia community "stay away !rom the areas 

of demonstrations for one's own safety. 11 51 In spite of Judge Aiken's 

injunction, at approximately 9:30 A.M. a crowd of Negroes again gathered 

on the City Hall steps for a singing and clapping session of about thirty 

minutes in length. They then left the Municipal Building steps and 

marched some twenty ab1•east through the business district and back to 

47 Code of Virginia, 18.1-422. (1960). 

48The Register, June 8, 1963. 

49rbid., June 9, 1963. 

501bid., June 10, 1963. 

Slrbid. , June IO, 1963. 
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the Municipal Building steps. Following the established precedent, 

several leaders were arrested and taken to the jail located at the rear 

of the Municipal Building. The crowd followed the arrested and the 

arresting officers. S2 Acting in the absence of Chief McCain~ who was 

at his office, Police Captain Norman Boswell stated that ·~people who 

don't clear this area will be arrested. 1153 According to Boswell: 

At this point the mob became violent and uncontrollable. 
They,struck and spat upon officers. Because of these mob 
actions, it was necessary to call out the fire department and 
disperse the crowd with fire hoses. 54 

Regarding the fire hoses used by police on June 10, 

Mrs. Gloria Campbell, wife of Reverend L. G. Campbell, gave the 

following testimony in Federal District Court. Mrs. Campbell said: 

When we arrived in this alley between City Hall and 
jail, I was on the second row. We sang, 'Jesus, 
Keep Me Near the Cross.' And after we had gotten 
in this alley, a long line of police formed between the 
City Hall and jail. At this point, the Reverend McGhee 
said 'Let us pray. 1 He prayed aloud and alone. At 
this point I saw police come to Bob Zellner and smash 
his camera. Then I saw police go to Reverend McGhee 
and arrest him while he was still praying •••• 

At this point, l heard a voice saying, 'I am tired of 
you people! I have told you to stay awayl Let them 
have it! 1 

Then I heard loud laughter. At this time I saw a fire 
truck pull up the street about fifty feet, and I saw fire 
hoses being unwound out in the street. It was a most 
horrible moment to wait for the water to hit us. All 
of a sudden a great force of water hit me from my back, 
and I was thrown to the pavement. Water shot up my 
clothes. I was beaten on my back by a policeman. 

52 6 Ibid., June 10, 19 3. 

53 11 Testimony of Mrs. Gloria Campbell," Corporation Court, 
Danville, Virginia, May 17, 1967. 

5411 Temple Report, 11 p. 9. 



We saw policemen standing all around us with long 
nightsticks. They looked as if they had never been 
used before. 

I saw bodies washed under parked cars just as trash 
runs down a street after a hard rain. 

I heard terrible sounds. Screams like people were 
being burned up in a fire. As I tried to get up, I was 
beaten in my back •••• As we got down in front of the 
A and P Supermarket, (on the same block) Mr. Don 
Smith's car was parked there' and he let me get in the 
car. We turned around and headed back to the 
Bibleway Church.SS 
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In reply to Mrs. Campbell's statement. Police Chief McCain 

said that the !ire hoses were the fastest and most readily available 

means of mob dispersal. In addition, he related that no other means 

of dispersal, other than weapons was as effective in showing police 

determination to act rapidly in the face of a situation "bordering on a 

i t ll56 r o. 

Forty-seven out of the fifty arrested required medical treat-

ment at the city owned, Negro Winslow Hospital. The injuries ranged 

from lacerations of the head, fractured wrists, and shoulder injuries to 

c01nplainta of dizziness and vomiting. 112\'n unknown number of patients 

were treated as outpatients by the staff of Winslow Ho11pital and 

discharged without a record being made of their injuries or injury. 1157 

l<fS 
Winslow Hospital revealed only the following nature of injury:. and treat- · 

ments involved: 

55Ibid. 

56Personal Interview with Chief McCain, April 25, 1964. 
5711Temple Report, 11 p. 7. 
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Admitted or 
Name and Address Extent of Injuries Discharged 

1. Albert Chambers, Lacerations of head, Admitted 
Age 19 £ractured wrist 
Danville, Virginia 

2. Juanita White, Abrasions on legs Discharged 
Age 44 laceration on knee 
Danville, Virginia 

3.' Barbara Graves, Laceration of scalp Discharged 
Age 19 
Danville, Virginia 

4. Richard Coleman, Laceration of scalp Diacharged 
Age3Z 
Danville, Virginia 

5. Hubert Graves, Possible fracture of Discharged 
Age 23 wrist 
Danville, Virginia 

6. Mary A. Graham, Laceration of scalp Discharged 
Age 17 
Danville, Virginia 

7. Eddie Bethel, Laceration of scalp Discharged 
Age 16 
Danville, Virginia 

8. Floyd J. Stone, Back Injury Admitted 
Age 19 
Danville, Virginia 

9. Frank Davis, Laceration of scalp Discharged 
Age 17 
Danville, Virginia 

10. Jessie Warren, Lacerated scalp; Discharged 
Age 21 possible dislocation 
Danville, Virginia of shoulder 

ll. Charles Russell Multiple lacerations Discharged58 

of scalp 

5811Temple Report, " p. 16. 
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A telegram, addressed to Danville officials, arrived from the 

office of the Honorable William M. Tuck, Member of Congress from 

Virginia's Fifth Congressional District on June 11. In this correspondence, 

Tuck commended the city officials for 11the forthright manner11 of dealing 

with the situation. Tuck added that he was sure that these demonstra-

tions could "be traced directly to troublemakers in Washington and 

elsewhere who have been preaching enforced integration against the will 

of the most thoughtful people of both races. 1159 

Local police1having worked an average two hours per man per 

day overtime, had arrested seventy-six people. At the request of the 

Danville Police Department and the City Manager, State Police 

Captain J. w. Burrows announced during the afternoon of June 11, that 

troopers would arrive in Danville to "supplement the City Police force. u60 

Shortly after this announcement, thirty state troopers, a United States 

Department of Justice official, the highest ranking officer of the Virginia 

division of the F. B. I., and reporters for newspaper wire services, 

radio and television a~rived in Danville. 61 

These visitors were greeted by a group of six casualties from 

the previous night's fire hose confrontation. All were seated on the steps 

of City Hall carrying banners or wearing signs around their necks indi

cating that they had been victims of police brutality. 6Z Another 

59The Roanoke Times, June 11, 1963. 

60The Register, June 11, 1963. 

6l1bid. 

6Z 11Temple Report, 11 p. 4. 
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demonstration was conducted that afternoon, but its purpose was 

different from past demonstrations. This time, a march composed of 

many bandaged pickets, was led by the Negro Reverend L. W. Chase. 

Chase, who had previously disapproved of and refused to join the marches, 

led his first such effort. Sixty persons participated and crossed streets 

only at and with the traffic lights, and marched two abreast on the side-

walk. They strictly followed the outline 0£ Judge Aiken's June 6, 

injunction. Reverend Chase commented that "this demonstration led by 

me is not to condone anything that happened earlier. In part, it was to 

show that we can conduct a peaceful demonstration.," There were no 

arrests in view of the fact that the participants were encouraging 

"peaceful demonstrations. u63 

On June 11, Councilman Womack, who had called the June 6, 

bi-racial meeting, left the city on vacation, a usual trek for him at that 

time of the year. 

In the late afternoon of the following day, June 12, marchers 

again assembled at the front entrance to the Municipal Building. While 

the main group of demonstrators were at the Municipal Building, other 

groups of Negroes went to three local restaurants. They were unable 

to gain entrance at two, but were seated at a third. None were served. 

On the request of the restaurant owners, warrants were sworn and 

arrests made for trespassing at the two restaurants where the demonstra-

tors were not allowed entrance. 

63The Register, June 12, 1963. 
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The next day, when Mayor Stinson returned from a Richmond 

conference with Governor Albertis S. Harrison, he announced a new 

"get-tough" policy toward mass marches. Stinson stated that: ''Beginning 

now there will be one standard for dispersing mobs--whether they be white 

or colored--we won't issue any more blanket licenses to violate the laws. 11 64 

At approximately 9:00 A.M. of that day, the Reverend L. w. Chase issued a 

news release to the effect that the Danville Negroes were ready to fill the 

65 . 
jails. As if true to form, two hundred Negroes were sitting upon the 

usual steps at 2:00 P.M. Across the street, lined up in the shade of a 

building was a small group of white spectators. A white man in this group 

was arrested and charged with carrying a concealed weapon. At this point, 

the police told the demonstrators of this incident and emphasized the danger 

in their remaining on the steps after dark, even with police protection. 

Almost one half of their number left before dark fell. However, almost 

one hundred continued their demonstration until 11:00 P.M. By that time, 

a period of almost eight hours had elapsed. "At darkness, the police 

barricaded streets leading to the Municipal Building and did not allow 

pedestrian or vehicular traffic to enter the area" of the Municipal 

Building. 66 The barricade served as a precaution to prevent any possible 

clashes between the Negro demonstrators and the white spectators. At 11:00, 

the Chief of Police announced that i£ the demonstration did not cease, and 

64The Bee, June 14, 1963. 

65"Temple Report, 11 p. 13 .• 
66 Ibid. , p. 15. 
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the crowd disperse, that the fire trucks would be called and fire hoses 

used during the dispersal action. The crowd left. 

Within an hour of the dispersal of the demonstrators, a 
police cruiser was subjected to heavy gunfire in a pre• 
dominately Negro area.. The police cruisers and a 
State Police armored car were dispatched to the scene 
to aid the cruiser under fire. Policemen made a complete 
search of the area, but were unable to apprehend any 
persons involved in the shooting. 67 

City Ordinance Number 63-6. Z was adopted by City Council on 

June 14, 1963, which was "an ordinance limiting picketing and demon• 

strations; providing punishments for violations thereof. 11 68 This 

ordinance stated that all assemblies must be 

Without noise and boisterousness ••• clapping, and singing, 
that marchers must walk in single file lines, with each 
person remaining ten feet behind the one in front of him, 
no more than six people permitted to picket at one time, 
that no picketing or demonstrating shall take place in a 
public building, that no one under eighteen years of age 
shall participate and that all involved shall be afoot and 
not in vehicles. 69 -

This ordinance struck at the very heart of the tactics used by the 

protestors. 

Warrants for the arrest of two local Negro leaders and one 

white leader were issued on that Friday morning. Two of the three, 

the Reverend Chase and John Robert Zellner, a white field secretary for 

67rbid. 
6Bcode of the City of Danville, Virginia, 63-6. ZSto1!11 "tlfyt-.ilAllKMlt-J: J'u~ I~, !~I~. 
69 11Temple Report," p. 16. 
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the Student-Non-Violent Coordinating Committee sought sanctuary in the 

Negro High Street Baptist Church. They remained inside the church 

throughout the day and night. The police made no attempt to enter the 

church and apprehend them. ?O 

At about 10:00 A. M. • several city and state officials met With 

seven Negro leaders to discuss the situation and to hear certain demands 

from the Negroes. The city officials were: City Manager T. E. Templet 

City Attorney James A. H. Ferguson and Chief of Police Eugene C. McCain. 

The State officials were a Captain Burrows and a Major Burgess of the 

State Police. The following Negroes attended: Dr. Milton A. Reid, 

Regional Director of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and 

minister at Petersburg, Virginia; Reverend Doyle Thomas, pastor of the 

High Street Baptist Church; Reverend L. W. Chase, Mr. and Mrs. C. 

Hughes, operators of a. Negro f'Wleral home in Danville and Leonard Holt, 

Negro attorney from Norfolk, Virginia, who was a member of the Congress 

of Racial Equality. 

701bid. 

The Negro leaders made the following demands: 

1. Appointment of a Bi-Racial Committee 

2. Desegregation of all public accommodations, i.e., 

hotels, theaters, and medical facilities 

3. Desegregation of public schools 

4. Employment of Negroes by the city, i. e. , police 

force, clerical and secretarial positions in the Water, 

Gas and Electrical Departments, etc. 
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5~ The dropping of all charges against those leaders who 

had been arrested. 71 

As the meeting adjourned, one of the Negro Delegates, Len Holt, of 

Norfolk, was arrested by local authorities for participating in a 

previous demonstration •. 

On Sunday, June 15, seventeen demonstrators left the High 

Street Church, led by Reverend Chase and Robert Zellner. These two 

individuals had been in church all night as warrants were outstanding for 

them and they appeared to be evading arrest; When the group marched 

down from Floyd to High Street, "Chase and Zellner were arrested •••• 

The remainder came down Main Street where they were arrested. They 

all continued singing and clapping. Alter having been stopped they lay down 

on the sidewalk and had to be carried by hand or on stretchers to vehicles 

72 for transportation to jail. " All were charged with violating the court 

injunction and the new city ordinance. Bond, on the first charge was set 

at five hundred dollars and at three hundred dollars on the latter charge. 73 

Sunday, June 16, 1963, was quiet except for a meeting held in the 

High Street Baptist Church. The speaker 0£ the evening was Wyatt T. 

Walker. 74 Walker, a former Negro minister at Petersburg, Virginia, 

was an assistant to the Reverend Martin Luther King. 7S 

7luTemple Report," p. 17. 

72 11K-Reports, " Departm.ent of Police, Danville, Virginia. (These are 
daily repcrte me.de by police officers. ) (Hereafter cited as K-Report) 

7311Temple Report, 11 p. 19. 
7411K-Report," June 15, 1963. 
7511nemonstrations on 1963," file, Danville Police Department. 
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The end of the first two weeks of disorder, the efforts of the 

Negroes were aimed at Dan River Mills, the area's largest industry. 

Dan River which employs more than 10, 000 persons (of the 48, 000 

population) had Negroes in twelve per cent of their working force. For 

the first time since the textile strike of the early 1950's pickets marched 

to and fro in front of the mill gates. On June 17, 1963; they were civil 

rights pickets asking for better jobs for Negroes. 

Also that week, a Negro newspaper, The Carolina. Times, of 

... · 
Durham, North Carolina, ran a front page story on the alleged police 

brutality of June 10, in Danville. The story, under the by-line of staff 

writer Harold Foster, described a victim of the police in the following way: 

He wears a bandage around his head to protect ten stitches. 
His bandaged and swollen left arm is supported by a sling. 
He is a victim of the brutal beatings of the Danville police 
force. 

(His) words and appearance sum up, in short, the progress 
and protestors' attitudes in this racially tormented city. 76 

That week, also, saw the arrival and brief stay of two more 

groups, the Black Muslems and the .American Nazi Party. The latter 

showed up· .with three men and one girl. This group carefully observed 

the new pkkating 01~dinance as they marched in front of the U. s. Post 

Office. "The men were in khaki uniforms, and one sign read, 'Whites 

can March, too. Fall in for the white race. 11177 The Black Muslems, 

76The Carolina. Times, June 15, 1963, (Durham, North Carolina). 

77The Register, June 16, 1963. 
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who declined to answer any questions of the press, stated that they "did 

not plan to participate in the demonstrations, but were here to introduce 

the Negroes to their beliefs. 1178 The Chief of Danville Police Department 

wrote the United States Departm.ent of Justice and informed that Federal 

agency of the demonstration at the Post Office. In a letter of reply, 

Thomas B. Mason, United States Attorney for the Western District of 

Virginia, located at Roanoke, advised the Danville Police Departm.ent 

that the Danville police had "authority to take appropriate police action 

in the event of any violations of law on the premises of the federal 

building. 1179 

Attention on Manday, June 17, 1963, was focused on the first 

demonstration trials in the Corporation Court of the City of Danville. 

Judge A. M. Aiken presided. SO 0£ the more than one hundred persons 

scheduled to be tried in that court, only two persons were tried on Monday. 

One pleaded not guilty, "was convicted, and sentenced to ninety days, half 

of which was suspended on the condition of good behavior for two years. 

The other pleaded guilty and his entire sentence was suspended. Both 

were fined twenty-five dollars. Although the convicted defendant requested 

the privilege of bond, the court refused and he was sent to the city farm. 1181 

With the exception of two defendants who pleaded guilty, all of those 

78Ibid. 

79 Letter to Chief E. C. McCain, Danville Police Department, from 
Thomas B. Mason, August 9, 1963. On file at Danville Police 
Department. 

BOThe Register, June 16, 1963. 

8l11Temple Report, 11 p. 19. 
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arrested were convicted of contempt of court for violating the injunction 

of the Corporation Court and began serving time immediately thereafter. 

It was to the Police Department's advantage to have trials conducted while 

demonstrations were in progress because courtroom experiences gave 

officers first hand knowledge of information they had to bring into court 

in order to secure convictions. 

On Tuesday morning of that week, Mayor Stinson announced that 

it had long been a standing policy of the city "to accept applications for 

city jobs without regard to race, creed, or color ••.. 118Z During that 

afternoon, the Mayor and City Manager conducted a meeting with 

William A. Geoghegan, an assistant United States Attorney. Geoghegan 

stated that he had been sent to Danville to use his "good offices to bring 

about an accord between the two races" and to alleviate tension. As the 

meeting neared an end, word was sent to city officials that thirty Negroes 

had renewed activity in downtown Danville. 83 Also on that Wednesday. 

June 19, the Danville School Board was notified by the Virginia Pupil 

Placement Board that four of Danville's previously all white public schools 

were to be integrated. 84 This was the result of transfer applications made 

by ten local Negroes. "All applications had been received from sons and 

85 daughters of Negro leaders of the demonstrations." 

82The Bee, June 18, 1963. 

83"Temple Report, 11 p. Zl. 
84The Register, June 19, 1963. 

85"Temple Report, 11 p. 21. 



38 

As Wednesday's daylight hours drew to an end, the Board of 

Directors of the Danville Retail Merchants Association made a statement 

of its policy. It stated that: 

(1) the Board of Directors of the Retail Merchants 
Association and each member of the organization pledge 
complete support and confidence in the city officials and 
to the Mayor for their dedicated efforts to restore law 
and order in the city, and 

(2) that members continue to process applications for jobs 
without consideration of the applicants' race, creed, or 
color. 86 

Finally, Judge Aiken announced that due to a heavy docket, 

the trials of the one hundred-six remaining contempt of court defendants 

were postponed until June 23~ However, Judge Aiken announced that he 

would accept guilty pleas on June 20, 21, and 24. 

On Thursday, Jun~ 20, Chief McCain, Attorney John Carter 

and State Police Major Burgess flew to Richmond to attend a hearing in 

the office of Judge Harry Snead, where a petition had been filed by 

Danville Negroes to permit bond for individuals who had been convicted 

of violating the injunction issued by Judge Aiken. 8? Carter, one of the 

city's most vocal opponents of the demonstrations, volunteered his legal 

services to the city. During the summer 1963, Carter was a constant 

companion of City Attorney Ferguson. While this group was in Richmond, 

one Negro defendant took advantage of Judge Aiken's offer to accept guilty 

pleas. This defendant pleaded guilty, paid court costs and received a 

suspended sentence. 

861bid. 

87 11K-Report," June 20, 1963. 
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Friday morning, the Grand Jury, which had been convened on 

Thursday, indicted nine protesters for violation of Section 18.1-422 of 

the Code of Virginia. This section provides punishment for persons 

found guilty of "inciting the colored population to acts of violence and war 

against the white population. 1188 Among them were John Robert Zellner, 

Leonard Holt, Dr. Milton A. Reid and the Reverend L. W. Chase. Other 

events of that day included the disposal of several cases growing out of 

demonstrations. Zellner was fined fifty dollars for violation of the State 

riotous and disorderly conduct law (Code of Virginia, Section 18.1-254) 

and acquitted of the charge of assault placed on him when he discharged a 

flashbulb in Chief McCain's face during the June 10, fracas. S9 

By the end of that week in June, the following weapons were taken 

from demonstrators by members of the Danville Police Department: 

1. one club with metal claw and marble ball on the end 

2. a night stick 

3. brass knuckles 

4. a basebali'bat 

5. four ice picks 

6. a saw blade 

7. two guns and assorted bullets 

8. one blackjack 

88 11 Temple Report, 11 p. 23. 

B9rbid. 
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9. one switch-blade knife 

10. one sack filled with rocks 

11. one machete 

12. one-half a pair of scissors 

13. a bludgeon club (2-1/2 feet long) 

One of the events which received national coverage on c. B. S. 

Evening News unfolded on the morning of June ZZ, when police officers 

forced open a door to the High Street Baptist Church. The police asserted 

that three men, under indictment by the Special Grand Jury, were fugitive 

from justice under the act providing punishment for inciting the colored 

population to violence against the white population. The men, who were 

sought and ultimately arrested, were John Robert Zellner, Daniel Aaron 

Foss, and Avon W. Rollings. 90 Foss, a resident of Bronx, New York, 

was a photographer for the Southern Patriot and the Student Non-Violent 

Coordinating Committee. · Rollings, who was from Knoxville, Tennessee, 

was a field secretary for the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. 9l 

According to two sources, newspaper reports and testimony of 

the Danville Police Chief, both Zellner and Foss had been observed in the 

church by police surveillance men. The police, via messenger, had 

requested the two white men to come out of the building so that warrants 

90The Lynchburg News, June 23, 1963. (Lynchburg, Virginia). 

91The Bee, June ZZ, 1963. 
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for them could be served. The pair made no appearance outside. At 

this point, police officers entered the church through its unlocked front 

door. 9Z 

Upon entering the nave of the church, the officers 
observed a colored woman sitting at a typewriter situated 
on a table in front of the pulpit. Another woman, standing 
nearby, dashed to a door leading into a small room near 
the pulpit, closing and locking it after her. However, 
through a window built into the wall of the room. police 
could observe several persons, among whom were Zellner, 
Foss and Rollins, with the latter holding a revolver 
pointed toward the door. After repeated demands that the 
three exit from the room, McCain said that officers finally 
had to spring the lock in order to make the arrests. 93 

In a statement to the press, Mayor J .• R. Stinson said that the 

building was used as a residence by 11both white and colored agitators. 11 

He further pointed out that the church was used as a headquarters, and 

that under the circumstances, the police had no alternative but to make 

the arrests within the church. He also noted that he was aware that 

lawbreakers had historically sought and obtained protection in churches 

but there were no laws in the state of Virginia forbidding law ent'orcement 

officers from arresting on church property. Stinson also pointed out that 

even if there had been such a statute, that those arrested were not using 

the church as a place of worship. and whatever right that tradition had 

placed on those seeking sanctuary had been forfeited. Although.the gun 

alleged to be in Rollins h!l.nd was not on his person at the time of his arrest, 

92The Bee, June 22, 1963. 

93 11Temple Report," p. 25. 
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no search of the church was conducted. Again, the police displayed their 

constant determination to arrest all law violators. 94 

The pastor of the church, Reverend L. W. Chase, said, "The 

Gestapo-like tactics of the Danville police department reached a new low 

as they invaded ••• the church... Like a foreign embassy, the church has 

been inviolate for those who seek refuge from persecution. 1195 Chase 

personally delivered his statement to the press. Mayor Stinson's 

statement was released through Robert M. Gardiner, Public Relations 

man for Dan River Mills, Inc. , who on June 16, had been appointed temporary 

public information officer for the city. 96 

Several days later, Mayor Stinson, Chief McCain and City 

Manager Temple, received a letter from all eight of the Trustees of the 

church. The letter, dated June 27, said: 

On June 22, 1963, several police officers ••• entered the 
High Street Baptist Church and violently broke down a ••• 
study door which was locked. All this was done without 
any evidence of a search warrant or any prior request 
to open the door accompanied by an identification of the 
officers to the people within the study. 

The olficers additionally used vile language in front 0£ 
the Reverend Mr. Campbell and others within the church. 
They also made false and conflicting allegations as to the 
possession of a weapon when in fact no such weapon or any 
instrw:nent that could be mistaken as such was presented. 97 

94The Bee, June 23, 1963. 

95The Lynchburg News, June 24, 1964. 

96The New York Times, June 23, 1963, (New York, New York) 
Ben A. Franklin, Staff Writer. 

97 Letter from Trustees of the High Street Baptist Church, to Danville 
Chief of Police, June 27, 1963. 
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Further statements in the letter expressed disgust at such "flagrant 

actions by minions of the law." The letter, which expressly registered 

protest of such police action, called for reprimanding of the officers 

involved. Danville police offered no apologies. Reflecting on this event, 

Chief McCain stated that he would do the same thing again i:£ a warrant 

was outstanding for someone in a church or any building. 

The following day, unemployment checks for those on relief and 

awaiting trial were cut off by state officials. According to the Cotnmon-

wealth,- one had to be able to work in order to receive these checks. 

According to the state's definition, persons awaiting trials and possibly 

jail tim.e were not "available" for work. 98 This move obviously weakened 

the financial condition of the movement. 

The struggle in Danville, also, stretched into a near head-on 

collision and legal fight with a major television and radio network. 

Officials of the municipal government gave consideration to a suit against 

C,BS. TV over a film report on the CBS. Evening News. On June 15, C,B.S. 

televised an interview with Reverend William .A. Gray, pastor of the 

Saint Paul, African Methodist Episcopal Church. Reverend Gray had 

recently replaced the Reverend A. I. Dunlap, who had moved to a position 

with a North Carolina college. The telecast involved a series of questions 

by a C,B,S. reporter concerning the dispersement of crowds via the use of 

fire-hoses. Reverend Gray related that: 

98rnformation from interview with Mr. Lonnie D. Bennett, Director of 
Danville Office of the Virginia Employment Conunission, July 27, 1965. 
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These people were brutally beaten by the Police Department 
of Danville. Young ladies' heads were smashed into the 
ground while they were being whipped, and the men were 
beaten with blackjacks. Even innocent persons were beaten 
and persons who had already been arrested were taken out 
of the cells and beaten. 99 

The city never pressed that suit. 

While Sunday, June 23, saw no demonstrations, on the following 

day Federal Judge Thomas Michie opened hearings concerning those 

arrested for violating Judge Aiken 1 s temporary injunction barring mass 

demonstrations and the ordinance passed by the city council for the 

purpose of restricting the activity of pickets. Judge Michie ruled that 

arrests could continue to be made under the ordinance aimed at curbing 

demonstrations, but that their trials could not be held at that time. lOO 

In another action, a petition was filed by the Negroes which sought to 

declare the state statute dealing with inciting the colored population to 

riot against the white population invalid on the grounds that it restricted 

freedom of speech. The defendants in this suit were Judge Aiken, Chief 

McCain and other city officials. 

Attention was focused, on Tuesday, June 25, on three events. 

One event, announced in the morning/edition of The Danville Register, 

proclaimed, in a four column story, that the Reverend Martin Luther 

King was corning to Danville the following week to speak at a protest 

rally.101 Upon learning of this, City Attorney James A. H. Ferguson 

99The Bee, June 22, 1963. 

lOOrbid. , June 26, 1963. 

lOlThe Register, June 30, 1963. 
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began the legal machinery for banning King's talk on the basis that it's 

timing would tend to incite the colored population against the white 

population. Judge 1-,Hchie immediately ruled that he would issue no 

injunction restraining King's rally. However, Judge :rv:ichie did enter 

an order which restrained King 1s speech to a peaceable assembly. 102 

King cancelled his appearance on June 27, 1963. 

The third event was the postponement by Judge Aiken of those 

defendants awaiting trail for violation of the new city ordinance banning 

picketing and those awaiting trial for violation of the Aiken injunction 

limiting mass demonstration.103 

Leaflets prepared by the Danville protestors were circulated on 

Wednesday morning. These leaflets, printed on 14x8 sheets said:104 

Stay out of downtown Danville; This is a fight to the 
finish for your freedom; Stay out of downtown Danville; 
If you don't fight with all your body, then you don 1t 
deserve !reedom..105 

The police department collected as many samples as poosible and 

photographed those handing them out. 

That afternoon witnessed the arrival of Harold I. Flannery, a 

lawyer in the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice. Upon 

his arrival, Flannery sought and received an audience with Mayor Stinson. 

During the conversation between the two men, 

lOZThe Roanoke Times, July 3, 1963. 

103 11 Temple Report, 11 p. 28. 

104rbid., p. 30. 

105 11 Leaflet of Unknown Origin, 11 in the files of the Danville Police 
Department. 



Flannery specifically requested that the city n\ove its 
colored branch of the library to the main library ••• 
He then asked the mayor if he would ••. guarantee to 
hire one Negro policeman by midnight •••• Stinson said 
he would not since no qualified applicants had applied.106 

The following day, Thursday, June 27, Len W. Holt, 
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attorney for the defendants was again arrested for inciting to violence. 

Because Holt was unable to raise $5, 000 bond, trials scheduled for the 

next day were continued because the defense attorney was in jail. A day 

later, on Friday, Holt raised the necessary bond fee and was released. 

On Saturday, Dr. Milton A. Reid of the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference announced that Dr. Martin L. I<ing, president of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, would address a statewide protest rally 

held at Danville's Negro-owned Peter's Park. Police records noted no 

unusual activity on Sunday of that week.107 

The first day of July brought about more plans and events in 

that city so sorely beset by racial strife. Reverend L. W. Chase 

requested a parade permit from the City Manager to allow a march of 

demonstration from the High Street Church to the site of King's rally on 

July 3, Peter's Park. City Manager Temple did not issue the permit at 

that time, stating that a decision would be soon forthcoming. !OS According 

to section 5-9 of the 1962 revised code of the City of Danville, when the 

city is notified that a large number of people plan to use facilities that are 

l06"Temple Report, ' 1 p. 32. 

107Ibid., p. 34. 

l08Ibid., p. 36. 



not normally in use, the city Building Inspector must make an 

inspection.109 In the case of the use of Peter's Park. this was done. 

This inspection revealed that "the decay of the structural members, 
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because of inadequate maintenance, makes the grandstand unsafe" and 

that the grandstand in the outdoor park could not be used for seating.110 

It should be noted that the request for a parade permit also conflicted 

with a request by the city seeking a Federal injunction against demon-

stratlons. 

· On Tuesday, July 2., the .Reverend Chase withdrew his request 

for a parade permit. Meanwhile, in Charlottesville, Virginia, Judge 

M ichle announced that he was granting a Federal Court injunction against 

the following: 

1. Obstructing ••• traffic by marching •••• 
z. obstructing the use ••• of public facilities and private 

property; and 
3. committing ••• injuries upon any person, ••• or 

property, ••• private or public; and, 
4. creating unnecessarily loud, objectionable, offensive 

and insulting noises which are designed to upset the 
peace ••• of the community; and 

5. inciting any person to riot •••• • and 
6. participating in, financing, sponsoring, encouraging 

or engaging in meetings ••• whereby the violation of 
the laws of Virginia, City of Danville, or the terms 
of this restraining order are ••• advocated. 111 

The police were thus armed with Federal rulings. 

109code 0£ the City of Danville, Virginia, Section 5-9. 

llOnTemple Report~' p. 36. 

lllrbid., p. 39. 



48 

The judgEfs declaration went further to specifically state that 

the injunction in no way prohibited peaceful and lawful assemblies. In 

other developments, the Justice Department of the United States filed 

an 11Amicus 11 or friend-of-the-court brief with Federal Judge Michie in an 

attempt to remove the crbninal contempt charges of Corporation Court 

Injunction violating against the one hundred five demonstrators from the 

jurisdiction of Danville's Corporation Court to the Federal Courts. 

The assertion of the Justice Department was that the defendants 

could not get a fair trial before Judge Aiken because he (1) wore a gun and 

(2) be found previous defendants guilty before they were tried. Judge 

Aiken answered that he wore the pistol at the insistance of the Chief of 

Police, and that be never wore it in a courtroom. He further said that 

the second charge against him was based on evidence gathered for a 

memorandum on the subject of bail. 112 

On the eve of the July 3, statewide march on Danville, 

O. T. Bonner, Superintendent of Danville Public Schools, agreed to 

grant the protestors use of the Negro Langston High School athletic field 

for the July 3, rally. There was no charge for use of the property. 113 

On July 3, the mass meeting scheduled for that day was held on 

the Negro high school athletic field. Virginia State Police Investigators 

B. F. Sherwood and M. R. Winn, and Danville detectives c. L. Boone and 

Wade C. Groff, were assigned to report on that meeting. According to 

their account or the meeting: 

112The Register, July 3, 1963. 

11311Temple Report, 11 p. 40. 



After introduction, Rev. L. W. Chase, pastor, High 
Street Baptist Church spoke a.bout the cause. He stated 
that he 'wants (the Negro) to get Virginia back in the 
United States.' He announced that at Z:OO p. m., 
July 4, 1963, a mass meeting would be held at the Bible 
Way Church and he wanted 1, 000 people present to plan 
future action. 

After introduction, Rev. A. I. Dunlap began a fund 
raising drive by asking 50 persons to donate $10. 00 each-
100 persons to donate $5. 00 each. He announced that 
police officers were present and 1if policemen can take 
our picture, they should give us something. 1 The officers 
did not donate • 

. Rev. Dunlap then introduced the problem in Danville to 
the principal speaker (Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth). He 
referred to Judge Aiken as a 'pistol packing judge' and 
'one who decides the guilt of a person before he is tried. 1 

He criticized the press fo~ inaccuracy of reporting in 
Danville. He criticized the police for brutality. • • • (He) 
introduced the next speaker. 

Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, Atlanta, Georgia, assistant to 
Rev. King, apologized for the absence of King •••• He 
was very critical in his remarks about the Federal and 
State Courts ••• He bragged at length about the 30 or more 
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times that he h3.d been in jail. • • • He said 'I'm tired of 
seeing the United States feeding bullets to the Negroes and 
bread to the Hungarians and Cubans'· ••• He received much 
applause from the crowd. Rev. Shuttleswo1-th's speech was 
designed to stµnulate and excite the group o! Negroes P.resent •••• 
At this time, about 7:30 p. m., the meeting was ended.114 

Approximately 400 persons attended this rally.115 

On Thursday, July 4, the day set aside by the Negroes for a 

rally of one thousand supporters, only two to three hundred showed up. 

The only announcement of any significance was a statement by Chase that 

a boycott of Dan River Mills, Inc. , was planned. 

114Report by J. W. Burrow, Commander, Division IV, Virginia State 
Police, July 5, 1963. 

115 11 Temple Report," p. 41. 
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The following morning, twelve pickets marched through the 

main business area of the city, carrying placards which made the 

following statements: 

1. Don't shop where you can't work. 

2. Dan River Mills supports segregation. 

3. Stores practice unfair hiring. 

4. Let the light of Freedom shine. 

5. Everyone register and vote to win freedom. 

6. We want all our freedom here and now. 

7. City--hire Negro firemen and policemen. 

8. White citizens--search your souls for the truth. 

9. Police are brutal--register. 

10. Stay out of downtown Danville. 

The next day, Saturday, July 6, was almost a copy of 

Friday.116 Although no arrests were made, police records noted some 

minor law violations of the picketing and parading procedures. On Sunday, 

there were no public demonstrations. 117 

The second Monday in July brought about increased activity in 

the streets. Pickets not only marched in the business area of downtown 

Danville, but also were active at the front of the Personnel Building of 

Dan River Mills. Placards on that occasion noted the following: 

ll61bid •• p. 45. 

117The Commercial Appeal, July 6, 1963. 
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1. We Call For A World-Wide Boycott of Dan River Mills. 

2. Mothers March for Freedom 

3. Chief McCain beat me 

4. Chief McCain broke my nose, split my !ace and 

knocked out my teeth. 

5. Negroes want first class citizenship. HS 

In the early afternoon of the following day, pickets repeated their marches 

in front of Dan River Mills' Personnel Office. No arrests were made.119 

On Wednesday, the 10th. pickets located themselves in front of the gates 

of Dan River Mills and sat down. Although this action prohibited the free 

ingress and egress of mill vehicles, the trucks were re-routed to avoid 

use of the gate blocked by pickets. Although police officers informed the 

pickets that they were trespassing, no arrests were made. lZO 

At about noon on July 11, a group of six pickets appeared before 

the Municipal Building. Two of the group were white. When the entire 

group was ordered by police to disperse, the four Negroes left. The two 

whites, who refused to .leave, were arrested for violating a city ordinance. lZl 

At approximately 4:00 p.m., the Reverend M. L. King arrived by 

commercial plane at Danville's Municipal Airport. At a press conference, 

King stated that he was in Danville to lend his full support to the Negro 

118,;Temple Report," p. 48. 
119The Register, July 10, 1963. 

12011Temple Report," p. 48. 
12111K-Report, 11 July 11, 1963. 
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effort. That night, at the High Street Baptist Church, a mass meeting 

of movement participants got underway at 8:00 p. m. Almost two and 

one-half hours later, a demonstration of seventy-five participants left 

the church on a march toward city hall. 

Chief McCain, in conference with the Fire Chief and 
ranking officers of the state police,. had planned action 
to be taken to meet such a mass march should it develop. 
Local and state police authorities were equipped with riot 
equipment and deployed to various locations around and 
near the Municipal Building. Two fire trucks were brought 
to the scene and hoses connected but not charged.122 

The entire march lasted some seventy-five minutes. There were no 

arrests. 123 

During the early evening of Sunday, July 14, a group of pickets, 

led by a Negro soldier from Danville who was home on furlough, marched 

in the private driveway of Mayor Stinson's home. All of the members of 

the demonstration were arrested, including the soldier bearing an 

American fiag. 124 Regarding the soldier's participation in the march, 

the Honorable William M. Tuck, Member of Congress from Virginia's 

and Danville's Fifth Congressional District, in a letter to Secretary of 

the Army, Cyrus R. Vance, said the effect of the soldier's participation 

was to "put the imprimatur of the United States government upon lawless· 

ness of a mocking and startling variety, which all good thinking people 

should, and no doubt, resent. 11125 The following day, Secretary of Defense, 

122 11 Temple Report," p. 50. 

12311K-Report," July 11, 1963. 

124The Commercial Appeal, July 15, 1963. 
125'fhe Bee, July 19, 1963. 



Robert McNamara, issued orders which prohibited any further such 

participation by members of the armed !orces.126 
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Police registered no incidents on Monday, July 15, as the city 

awaited a decision from Judge Simon E. Sobeloff of the Fourth United 

States Circuit Court of Appeals in Baltimore, Maryland. Attorneys for 

the Danville Negroes had filed a motion requesting Federal restraint of 

the enforcement of Danville's Corporation Court injunction against mass 

demonstrations and the city ordinance restricting the size and nature of 

picketing. The plaintiffs were also appealing for the removal of the 

trials from the State court of Judge Aiken to the court of a Federal 

:!jf .;trict judge. There was no word from Judge Sobel off's bench until the 

following day. 127 On July 16, Judge Sobeloff announced that he bad 

completed the hearing of plaintiff and defendant arguments, and that no 

decision would be rendered for at least t~r" days. The purpose of thi11 was 

to allow both sides time to prepare and file written briefs for the Federal 

Judge's consideration.128 The cases bad not been remanded. Six days 

later, on July 23, Judge Sobeloff announced that no decision would be 

made until a re-hearing could be held on September 29. 129 The city 

continued to hold trials for those charged with violations other than those 

prohibited by the injunction and ordinance. 

In the late afternoon of July 16, a group of four pickets alighted 

from two automobiles parked in the service parking lot at the private 

126rbid. 

127 11Temple Report, 11 p. 52. 

1281bid. 

129Ibid. 
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Danville Golf Club. To the bewilderment of this author and a nearby 

homeowner, the pickets began to march in the private driveway of a 

tobacco warehouseman who had been out of Danville for the entire 

sum.mer conducting business in Whiteville, North Carolina. When 

approached by the homeowner's son, who inquired as to their presence, 

one picket informed him that they were picketing the home of William J. 

Irwin, the President of Dan River Mills, Incorporated. The pickets were 

then informed that they were not on Mr. Irwin's property and they 

immediately returned to their cars. They were then informed by a 

Negro cook who was employed by the Danville Golf Club as to the correct 

location of the Irwin home, which was situated about one-fourth of a mile 

away, yet "next-door." The pickets motored, in an auto displaying a C,BS 

news card attached to a sunvisor, to their destination and proceeded to 

picket for some one-half hour on the private, circular driveway at 

Mr. Irwin's house. The pickets attracted no crowd at all, and only this 

author, news representatives, city policemen and a Federal Bureau of 

Investigation agent wat~hed the pickets.130 

The following day, at the office of Dan River International, 

111 West 40th Street, New York City, a subsidiary of Danville's Dan River 

Mills, approximately one hundred marching pickets carried signs calling 

for an "end to segregation in Danville" and for Dan River to "call off the 

dogs and stop police bullies. 11131 Among the demonstrators was the 

130Personal Observation by this author, July 16, 1963. 

131The New York Times, July 18, 1963. 



55 

Reverend L. G. Campbell o! Danville. When questioned about their 

effort in New York, Campbell stated that Dan River ?vtille, Incorporated 

"more or less controls the town through its economic, political and 

social position. 11132 Campbell thus held Danville's major industry 

responsible for the racial discontent in Danville. In reply to Campbell's 

charge, Malcom A. Cross, Director of Public and Industrial Relations 

for the Danville based outfit, said that Dan River Mills employed one 

thousand, one hundred Negro workers in its total Danville work force of 

over nine thousand eight hundred. Cross added that according to a union 

agreement, the company made classifications and promotions "on the 

basis of seniority, efficiency and qualifications to perform the job. 11133 

There were no marches or picketing in Danville during the 

middle and latter weeks in July. However, other significant events did 

take place. It was announced that voter registration efforts had added 

two hundred eighteen new names to the voter rolls since June. Only 

twenty-five of these registrants were white people. At that time, 

Danville had eleven thousand, one hundred fifteen regietered whites and 

two thousand, twenty two Negroes on the rolls of qualified voters. The 

drive, which met with some degree of success, had been spearheaded by 

Herbert Coulton of the Southern Christian Leadership Con!erence.134 

l3Zlbid. 

133Ibid. · 

134The Commercial Appeal, July 22, 1963. 
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On July 23, in a letter from the Federal Appeals Court clerk, 

the Danville city officials were informed that the Fourth United States 

Circuit Court of Appeals would make no decision on the legality of the 

Corporation Court injunction until late September when a new term of 

that court would be called. This announcement assured the city that 

there would be no interference with the injunction and ordinance until 

early fall. This further assured that arrests could continue to be made 

under the injunction until the Federal Court decided to rule on it. 

On that same day, Reverend L. G. Campbell announced that 

he had secured three hundred signatures of persons pledged to march on 

July 28, in Danville. Campbell labeled the 28th as "D-Day" in Danville.135 

Almost immediately the city announced its response. In addition to extra 

state troopers, a tractor trailer truck was secured by the city to serve as 

a huge "paddy-wagon. nl36 However with the announcement that same day 

from Judge Sobeloff' s office concerning the Aiken injunction, it remained 

to be seen how many would participate ln "D-Day, tt knowing that they 

would be arrested and perhaps not released from court control until late 

September - and then only if the Federal Court granted the order, 

requested by the demonstrators' attorneys, to invalidate the restraining 

injunction. 

135Ibid., July 27, 1963. 
136The Register, June 27, 1963. 
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When 11D-Day'' arrived, spectators saw only seventy-seven out 

of the predicted one thousand marchers arrive in downtown Danville and 

sprawl out in the one hundred degree heat of the Southern summer sun. 

The Negroes marched two abreast for five blocks 
before Chief of Police Eugene McCain stepped in 
front of them and diverted them into a side street. 
When the demonstrators dropped to the ground, 
they were carried into police vans by patrolmen.137 

Again the protestors were charged with parading without a permit and 

violating the anti-protest injunction. Because of the capacity crowd in 

the city jail, arrangements were made with Halifax and Pittsylvania 

County authorities to have Danville's prisoners housed there. Plans were 

also made to confine prisoners in the city owned armory, at the city prison 

farm, and in the fall out shelter at city hall. 138 As the prisoners arrived 

at the city hall building, they were unloaded from the large truck and 

taken into the municipal court for processing and then to their destination 

for confinement. 

Among the participants in the "D-Day" effort, were the minor 

children of Reverend and Mrs. Chase. That same evening both parents 

were arrested for contributing to the delinquency of juvenile children. 

Mrs. Chase was arrested in a public place and her husband was arrested 

in his home at 4:55 a. m. the next day.139 

137The Commercial 11ppeal, July 29, 1963. 

138 11Temple Report, 11 p. 55. 

1391bid. ' p. 57. 



Reverend Chase was led from his home, barefoot and 
wearing a bathrobe after he shut the door of his home 
in the face of the policemen who were there to serve 
the warrant on him. After the door was opened Chase 
refused to accornpani; officers and he had to be led out 
dressed as he was. l 0 
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On July Z9, the Reverend Chase was released from jail under 

an eight hundred dollar bond. 1n a dramatic effort to draw attention to 

his predicament, Chase refused to don a coat, trousers and tie for,his 

trip home from the jail, and instead chose to walk from the jail to his 

home clad only in a bathrobe. The next demonstration did not occur 

until Thursday, August 15, 1963. 

Corporation Court Judge A. M. Aiken, on August 3, in a 

sweeping act, declared that the previously temporary injunction against 

mass demonstrations was now permanent. Three days later, on 

August 6, 1963, Commonwealth's Attorney Eugene Link asked Federal 

District Judge Leon Brazille, of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit to approve 

a motion which would distribute Danville's cases over other courts of 

record throughout the state. Judge Brazille agreed to do so because the 

Corporation Court was so crowded as to preclude any immediate and 

speedy trial, which placed an intolerable burden on the administration of 

justice by the court for each of the said de!endante. 
141 

Upon learning of this action, Negro attorneys appealed to the 

United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals for the third time. 142 

140rbid. 

141The Register, August 6, 1963. 

142rbid., August 8, 1963. 
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The result of this action was a toss-up. Federal Judge Sobeloff entered 

an order ''banning all further trials of those 346 defendants charged with 

violating the permanent corporation court injunction, 11 but on the other 

hand, arrests could still be made under the terms of the injunction. 143 

It amounted to further arrests but no further trials for the time being. 

Upon receiving the news of Judge Sobeloff's decision, the Corporation 

Court began its annual vacation. 

Other stories unfolded that week including the following: 

1. The Congregation of the First Christian Church of 

Danville dismissed its pastor for his comments supporting 

the Negro rr1ovement. 

2. Dan River Mills, Inc. announced that it was quietly moving 

toward erasing color lines in mill employment. No 

specifics were given. 

3. The manager of the Danville branch of the Virginia 

Employment Commission announced that a total of 

seventeen unemployment compensation checks had been 

cut off for participation in demonstrations in Danville. 144 

By the end of the week of August 10, the integration movement 

in Danville had dwindled to a trickle of annoying phone calls. Local 

newspapers, municipal offices and private homes were telephoned day 

143rbid. 

144The Commercial Anpeal, .August 8, 1963. 
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and night. When the party called would answer the telephone, the caller 

would usually say "freedom," and then hang up. During one business 

day at the office of the Danville Register and Bee, "freedom" calls, in a 

tally kept by the switchboard operator, numbered over one hundred. 

As if to give evidence that tensions had begun to relax, the 

wooden-horse barricades were removed from the city hall steps on 

August 13.145 1'Dollar Days," an annual event in downtown Danville, 

drew shoppers from the entire Southside Virginia area. That event 

was held at the end of each season of the year. On Thursday, August 15, 

three separate groups of pickets walked among the bargain hunters 

carrying signs that called for a boycott of downtown merchants. The 

groups conducted their actions within the provisions of the picketing 

d
. 146 or mance. 

The following day, it was announced that George Lincoln 

Rockwell, head of the American Nazi Party, planned a rally at the 

city-owned auditorium in an effort "to seek recruits ••• to go to 

Washington to protest .the scheduled civil rights march ••• " on 

147 
August 28. 

That rally, which was scheduled for Sunday, August 18, in order 

to be held at the city owned facility, required the consent of the city 

manager. After a conference of several hours with an agent of Rockwell, 

the city agreed to grant Rockwell use of the city auditorium. The 

145The Bee, August 13, 1963. 
146rbid., August 15, 1963~ 
147rbid., August 16, 1963. 
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consensus of legal opinion was that the city had no legal way of barring 

the scheduled speech. Schulyer Davenport Ferris, Rockwell's advance 

agent, assured the officials that no weapons would be carried by the 

Nazis. Ferris then requested and received permission from the city to 

distribute Nazi literature among the citizens of Danville.148 

The day after city officials gave Rockwell permission to use the 

auditorium, Corporation Court Judge A. M. Aiken announced that 

Rockwell's speech would be handled in the same manner as the court had 

handled Reverend King's mid-summer speech. This was the result of a 

petition of restraint filed by City 1v'.anager Temple and Chief of Police 

McCain through the office of City Attorney Ferguson. Ferguson, in his 

petition stated that "the American Nazi Party is given to anti-Jewish, 

anti-Negro, white supremacy, hate tactics as exemplified by their 

literature and speeches •.. and that riots or near riots have occurred 

when such speeches by the named organization have been made in the past.11149 

Consequently, upon issuing the injunction, Judge Aiken expressly stated 

that this restraining order did not prohibit Rockwell from speaking in the 

city auditorium as scheduled, but did restrain Rockwell 

from any speech or action which would tend to incite 
any acts of war and violence of the white race against 
the Negro race •••• or any acts which would tend to 
cause a breech of the peace .•• and from any acts which 
would tend to incite to riotious action or amount to a 
common nuisance. ISO 

148The Register, August 16, 1963. 

149The Register, August 17, 1963. 

150Ibid. 
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Judge Aiken did as much as he could do to prevent Rockwell from inciting 

any excitable persons. 

After another two day lull in demonstration activity, protests 

resumed on August 19. Shortly after lunch time, a colored man and a 

white man sought service at a Danville cafe. When they were refused 

service, the pair left without any incidents. That same evening, a pair 

o! Negroes, carried a sign which said 11integrate or disintegrate. n151 

The pair was charged with violating the state "injury to business" 

statute.· There were no further demonstrations until August 24. On that 

day two pickets, carrying boycott of business placards, marched for some 

forty-five minutes. Neither of the two were arrested. Again, there were 

no demonstrations on August 25, and 26. 

On the 26th of August, Danville Public Schools opened their doors 

for another annual session. This time things were to be different. It was 

a historic day in that white and black were together in four previously white 

schools. Seven of the eleven Negroes entered the previously all white George 

Washington High School. As a precautionary measure, Police Chief McCain 

stationed plain clothes officers and uniformed officers at various places 

near the schools. 15 2 

Segregation of the public schools on August 27, ended quietly 

and without any incidents. Superintendent of Schools, O. T. Bonner, who 

visited each school during the day, said that he "expected it to be that 

15111K .. Reports, i! August 19, 1963. 

lSZThe Register, August 25, 1963. 
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way. 11153 However students at the all Negro Langston High School were 

subjected to lea.nets calling for volunteers to demonstrate on Thursday, 

August 29. Wednesday, August 28, was the day scheduled for the famed 

march on Washington, D. c. 154 The Reverend L. G. Campbell related 

that he had asked for the Thursday demonstration but was turned down.155 

The demonstration scheduled for Wednesday, August 28, included 

all of the Danville integration leaders. By midnight of August 28, several 

bus loads carrying the Washington marchers through Danville to their 

homes in further points south, stopped at the various bus stations, re-

fueled and continued their trip home. No one stopped in Danville to 

participate in the demonstration scheduled for Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 

The show went on even in the absence of marchers from other areas. 

At the Negro high school, twenty students staged a brief lay down strike. 

No action was ~ken against these students. In the downtown streets, a 

total of twenty-five were arrested when police ordered the group to stop 

demonstrating and disperse. The entire group 'went limp. 11 All were 

charged with violating ·the Corporate Court injunction banning demonstrations. 

Later that afternoon, Rev. A. L. Dunlap announced that no demonstrations 

were scheduled for Labor Day weekend. There were no demonstrations, 

156 
arrests or incidents on August 30,or 31. 

153rbid •• August Z7, 1963. 

154rbid •• August 28, 1963. 

issrbid., August 27, 1963. 
156

Ibid. • August 30, 1963. 
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Sunday, September 1, the first day of the Labor Day weekend 

passed without any incidents. In the event that demonstrations had been 

held, there would have been few observers in the downtown area because 

of the business holiday. On Monday morning of the following week, City 

Manager Temple's Office revealed that the city government had spent 

over $61, 000 on the demonstrations since June 1. A breakdown of the 

expenses revealed that overtime pay to policemen and other law enforce• 

ment officers during the three summer months totaled $48, 099. 84. The 

greatest expense of that nature occurred in June when over $20, 000 went 

toward overtime pay. The figure diminished by about $8, 000 each month. 

Additional costs of feeding and housing those arrested totaled $6, 189. OZ 

!or the June through Septen1ber period. Other costs appeared as follows: 

Miscellaneous costs 
Extra clothing and bedding 
Night sticks and laces 
Two public address systems 
Tear gas 
Film developers 
Extra gasoline, Police Department 
Office supplies, Police Department 
Office supplies·, City Attorney 
Travel expenses 
Court costs and transcripts 

$1, 200. 00 
775.00 
241.25 
339.91 
216. 96 
642. 51 
600.00 
200.00 
100.00 
800.00 

1, ooo. 00 
$6, 115. 63 157 

I t• 
I LAW fi.N~l\C.EIJIEIJT" 

157The Commercial Appeal, October 10, 1963. See alsC)ifile in office of 
Director of Finance, City of Danville, Virginia. 



CHAPTER IV 

A. The Factors Against the Fact 
Why the Demonstrations Terminated 

Why did the Danville movement, with large demonstrations and 

annoying picketing peter-out? There were three reasons. .F'irst, and 

most significant, was the police factor. A cursory examination followed 

by a detailed study of that summer revealed two patterns. With regard to 

the marchers, they would usually have a pre-set time to march, usually 

break the law, resist police control by going limp, and then delay their 

punishments by using a multitude of legal appeals. · An efficient police 

department was certainly an effective deterrant to such happenings. While 

it must not be indicated that the Negro race has an inherent weakness for 

being incited into group action, it does seem to mean that Danville Negroes 

felt that the street protest was their most effective way of giving momentum 

and publicity to their demands. 

A brief review of the high spots in the chronology of events will 

serve to illustrate the ·corresponding pattern the police established for 

dealing with the movement. From the 31st of May through the 5th of June, 

there were no arrests because city officials decided that demonstrations 

would be tolerated by the police a.s far as feasible. Then on the 5th of 

June, when the groups moved into the City ?v~anagers Office in the Municipal 

building, the first arrests were made and the policy of toleration ended. 

On the 6th of June, the city armed itself with a list of enforceable laws and 

65 
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rulings, including the Aiken injunction and embarked upon a program of 

mass arrests. On June 10, the city placed firm emphasis on its strict 

law enforcement policy by using fire hoses on those people who insisted 

on demonstrating, even in the face of the Corporation Court injunction. 

Almost all of those arrested required medical treatment of some sort as 

a result of police determination to put a damper on disorder. The 

following day the use of such force by local law enforcement officials was 

applauded by Danville's Congressional representative, and strengthened 

by the preoence of thh ty State Police troopers. Th~n the N ayor put the 

situation into words when he announced that a "get-tough'' policy was in 

force. 

For those arrested, their day in court, which began on June 17, 

resulted in immediate jail terms. Incarceration took :manpower away 

from the movement. The 11church-busting11 action taken by the local 

police on .June 22, served to further indicate the intent of the police to 

round up and to bring to trial all violators of laws. Again, the number of 

participants available ·for participation in demonstrations was diminished. 

In a positive attempt to discourage rallies and large assemLlies, the City, 

on June 23, limited Doctor l<ing's address to a "peaceable assembly," 

and declared that the first proposed site of his address waa 11 structually 

unsafe. 11 The same applied to Rockwell's appearance on .August 18. With 

the support of the Uichle injunction, issued on July 2, the police were 
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given even more support for their policy of elimination of demonstrations. 

A result of that policy was the July 4, rally which called for over one 

thousand, but brought forth only some two hundred participants. 

By July S, as a result of police manpower, fire hoses, and an 

unbending determination on the part of the police, massive demonstrations 

were giving way to small and sporadic picketing. Recognizing this, local 

movement leaders called on Reverend King to lend new support to the 

Negro effort in Danville. Although King was able to spearhead a new 

demonstration, it had only seventy-five participants, most of whom 

remained orderly in the face of a fire hose threat. The same held true 

for the seventy-five D-Day marchers. On August 3, a small, yet final 

demonstration was conducted. The police, enforcing one standard of law 

enforcement for both the individual and mass lawbreakers, played the 

most significant part in putting down the racial conflicts in Danville. 

Willful violations or laws and injunctions designed to restrain anf. 

massive disorder, resulted in massive arrests. 

The second factor leading to the decline of the movement was 

the time element. Time played a role in two areas. First, the tobacco 

processing factories began, as usual, to operate during the last weeks of 

July. Many Danville Negroes had to return to their seasonal jobs as 

tobacco factories began to process the tobacco purchased by local suppliers 

on the Southern markets. Although the Danville tobacco market did not 

open until it's usual September date, the factories were operating at 

capacity by August 1. 
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The opening of the public school system was another possible 

factor. ln 1963, Danville's public schools opened during the last week 

in August. .Although police records containing personal data, such as 

age and occupation. were not available, the 1963 observations of this 

author indicate that about one-half of the street protestors were of public 

school age. With the advent of school openings, followed closely by 

seasonal employment, the participants in demonstrations did not have 

the time to devote to street marches that they had during the earlier 

summer days. Further. it was likely that a man absent from work while 

demonstrating, or in jail £rom demonstrating, was liable to discharge 

by his employer, and students absent from schools were subject to failing 

grades. 

The third and final factor which brought the marches to an end 

was a lack of money. Danville's demonstrating Negroes were denied 

money from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference on the basis 

that the organization had no available funds, and !rom the National 

association for the Advancement of Colored People, a civil rights group, 

on a technicality- there were no N. A. A. C. P. lawyers involved in the 

Danville effort, and thus no N.A.A. C. P. money could be made available 

for Danville. 158 

Legal fees were necessary in several aspects of the 1963 situation. 

First, there were the costs of the individual trfa.ls. The burden of paying 

158Len Holt, An Act of Conscience, (Boston, 1965), p. 111, 
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the defense lawyers, !irst in Municipal Court and then in the Corporation 

Court, was left up to the defendants. 159 The defendants' next expense was 

for court reporters whose fees usually ran about two hundred dollars for 

both of the lower courts. Then there were the costs of appeals to the 

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia or to the proper Federal Court. 

In either case the defendant had three costs in the appeal. One cost was 

for the Clerk of the court who prepared the records of the lower court, 

and another cost !or the Clerk of the appellate court for filing the record. 

The third cost was for the expense of printing the records of the appellate 

cou.t't in booklet form. 

Other costs to the defendants invGlved bail and bond money, 

by June 28, 1963, over two hundred people were "bonded at a cost of 

three hundred thousand dollars in local property pledged as bau. l60 

Movement leaders realized the burden of this and stated that "the 

unlikelihood of more mass demonstrations was apparent. 11161 

Miscellaneous costs such as travel expenees, phone calls, costs of 

pictures and exhibits also added to the depletion of resources. It must 

also be noted that many of the participants were students who more likely 

than not depended upon parental doles of money. 1vlost of the money came 

from the individuals' pockets. The medium income for Danville Negroes 

in 1963 was only $2, 578. 00 per year. 162 The movement was broken. 

Manpower and money were gone. 

159Holt, An Act, p. 113. 

l601bid., p. 195. 

l6lrbid. 

162Holt, An Act, p. 214. 



B. After the Fact 
The Results of 1963 

Other than sporadic picketing, the last demonstration died out 

as factory jobs and public schools began opening with the approach of fall. 

In an effort to breathe new life into the near defunct protests, Reverend 

M. L. King delivered the same message of "Freedom Now" that he used 

in the "M.arch on Washington. 11 Where on July 11, 1963, there had been 

hundreds of Negroes crowded into the large facilities of the High Street 

Baptist Church sanctuary, there were less than five hundred present 

on November 15. Here, Doctor King's presence on the latter occasions 

was honored more by Danville's Negroes' absence than by their presence. 

The emergence of bad publicity, bad temper, little satisfaction, 

attorney's _fees, court costs, bonds and bail were among the results of 

the 1963 movement. Over the summer months business declined; tax 

money was poured into extra police protection and yard lights for the 

homes of Judge Aiken, City Manager Temple, Mayor Stinson and Chief 

McCain. No white leaders emerged who could be considered spokesmen 

for the entire white population. One tried to lead. He was Councilman 

Charles A. Womack, who, during the early demonstration, had attempted 

to buck the demands of Council, and conduct official bi-racial meetings 

for the city. Council voted by a margin of five to three to not censure 

him. Shortly thereafter, Womack left Danville for a one month vacation, 

and took no further part in the events. Among the Negroes, the Heverenda 

Chase, Campbell and Dunlap stood out as leaders. 1n the 1964 Councilmanic 
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elections, five candidates organized the Constructive Government Ticket, 

a group which strongly condemned the local Negro leader's tactics. The 

five members oi council who either met with or advocated bi-racial 

meetings between whites and Negroes to work out an orderly schedule of 

desegregation were replaced by the voters with the Constructive Governm.ent 

Ticket. By 1965, 

one Negro policeman was hired, desegregation of the 
three hundred bed Memorial Hospital was complete, 
a fair employment ordinance was passed in regard to 
municipal jobs, registration of eight hundred-plus 
new voters [and] the employment of several (Negro] 
persons in sales positions [had occurred]l63 

One white minister was dismissed when his congregation learned 

of his advocacy of a bi-racial committee. Three hundred thousand dollars 

in bail money had been put forth. The city emerged less united as a 

political unit. The movement began under the influence of nationwide 

events and died as a result o! three major factors. These factors were 

the coordinated actions of municipal and state officials, including the 

determined police pressure, the opening of schools and factories, and 

the drain on the financial resources of the demonstrators. 

163Holt, An Act. p. 222. 



C. Epilogue 

Attention during September 1963, was focused on trials being 

held in Danville's Corporation Court for those defendants charged with 

parading without a permit under section 16:20 of the Code of Danville, 

Virginia, 

Of the sixty-one defendants who were charged, tried and 

convicted on that first day, .September 13, only twelve were given jail 

sentences. All of those jailed, for an average of ten days each, were 

over twenty-one. 164 The following day some seventy-five defendants 

were tried and convicted, but all noted appeals and no one was 

16S imprisoned. On f;eptember 25, attorneys for the dernonstrators 

petitioned Federal Judge Michie in an effort to halt prosecutions by 

Judge Aiken under the city's parade ordinance. Although a Federal 

Court had halted trials for those arrested under the law which restricted 

mass demonstrations and limited picketing, Judge Michie held that the 

constitutionality of the parade ordinance must be litigated in state courts 

before the Federal courts could render any judgment. The petition was 

dismissed. 166 

On the nineteenth of that month, Reverend Campbell and 

Reverend Dunlap had to face charges of parading without a permit and of 

164The Danville Bee, September 13, 1963. 

165rbid., September 14, 1963. 
166rhe Danville Register, September 15, 1963. 
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riotous and disorderly conduct. Each man received fines of three 

hundred dollars. plus sixty day jail terms. However, half of the jail 

sentence was suspended on the conditions that the fines were paid and that 

the defendants remain on good behavior for a period of two years. 167 

The matter of the constitutionality of the picketing ordinance 

adopted by city council on June 14, and the Corporation Court injunction 

issued on .Tune 6, against mass demonstrations was argued again before 

the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in Baltimore. Attorneys for the 

defendants asked the court to declare both measures unconstitutional 

because they both violated the "right to free speech and assembly. nl68 

Both measures, one which prevented demonstrators from acts which 

could disturb the peace and tranquility of the city, and the other, which 

required pickets to n1arch single file, ten feet apart, and in groups of 

no more than six, had caused the arrests of over six hundred people 

during the sununer.169 None of those cases had been tried at that date 

due to a restraining order issued by the Federal Court which allowed 

continued arrests under· the two rr~easures, but held that no trials could 

be conducted until a Federal court decision could be reached. At the end 

of that day's hearings, the court declared that the matter was still "under 

advisement. 11170 

l671bid., September 20, 1963. 
I6Brbid., ~~eptember 22, 1963. 
l691bid. 

l 701bid •• September 24, 1963. 



Finally, in October of 1966, the Federal Court ruled that the 

demonstrators could get a fair trial in Danville's State Court and that 

arrests made under the ordinance and injunction were legal. Several 

weeks later, Danville's Corporation Court, under Judge A. M. Aiken, 

began the trials of the one hundred five persons arrested in 1963 for 

violations of the two city laws. By early 1968, that court had not 

disposed of the entire dockett of demonstration cases. 171 

17lrbid., January 26, 1968. 
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D. Appendix 

How Danville Voted on June 14. 1960, Library Referendum 

st 
r 

Number 1 

Close the 
~ibrary 
system 

2829 ~
tes 

iestion 

Number 2 

Close the 
library 
system if it 
appears that 
private 
facilities will 
be available 

501 

172The Register, June 15, 1960. 

Number 3 Number 4 Number 5 

Open the Permit Council Close the Library 
library to work out a building for 

·facilities to ''modified public use and 
all citizens plan'' for dispense books 

continued by bookmobile 
operation of 
the library 
system 

1598 833 181 

75 

172 
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