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CHAPTER I. BRIEF OUTLINE OF ORWELL'S LIFE

- Although George Orwell requested that no books be written
about him, it is not difficult to glean a considerable amount of auto-
biographical material from his novels. His autobiographicai works
and several essays shed much light on his life and personality.

He was born in Mdtihari, Bengal, in‘1903; of Scottish parents
and christened Eric Blair. His father wés a minof official in the
Indian Civil Service and‘retired to Englénd befﬁre his only son was
eight years old.

At the age of eight, Orwell received a scholarship to study
at a preparatory school, St. Cyprian's, on the south coast of England.
It was an expensive school, and his family could hot have afforded to'
send him without thé‘scholarship. His experiences during this period
are found in hie essay "Such, Such Were the Joys," published post-
humously in 1950. The éitle is cryptic as there ére,few "Joys" des~
cribed in the essay. One section is concerned with the punishﬁent for
bedwetting, a common occurrence among young newcomersj another section
describes the snobbish attitude of the school director, favoritism
toward the very rich boys; "I doubt whether Sim ever caned any boy

whose father's income was much above 2,000 [EbundE] a year. . . ."1'

1 "Such, Such Were the Joys," in A Collection of Essays (New
York’ 1954)' po 15- -
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and there are sections discussing the cramming classes for the scho~
larship boys and the canings. "It is a mistake to think that such
methods L;f physical punishmedE] do not work. . . . The boys them-
selves believed in its efficacy."2

Orwell discusses some of his few pleasant recollections at the
school, such as butterfly hunting with one of his favorite teachers
and leaving for the holidays. 1In spite of the physical discomfort he
‘must have endured, he looked back on his schoolddys objectively and
with an understanding of the workings of a child's mind and recognized
that incidents which occurred during this time had shaped his life and
way of thinking for many years. "It has been said that /Orwell/ had
an unhappy childhood. I don't think that this was in the least true,
aithough he did give out that impression himself when he was grown-up."3

As a result of the cramming, he resolved, on entering Eton, to
slack off. This reéolvé was so fully carried out that between the ages
of "thirteen and twenty-cﬁo or -three, I hardiy ever did a.atroke of
avoidable work." He did just that and managed to keep a fair position
ih his claaées, but, when he completed his ' program there, his tutor
suggested that he take a job r#thef than céntinue ﬁis'eddcation.

Orﬁell was‘only about seventeen when he joined the Indian Im=

perial Police. He is said to have been é very‘normal young officer.

2° 1bid., p. 18.

3 avrid bunn, "My Brother, George Orwell," Twentieth Century,
March, 1961, p, 256. _



3
He pfobably did very well, but he felt the profession unsuitable, and
the,weather.did not help his generally only fair health, He despised
exploiting the natives and "se:Qing an 1mper£ai£sm.§§i¢h [EET had come
to regard as very largely‘a'racket;‘ﬁ' In his examination of the virtues
of socialism written several years later, Orwell condemed the imperial-
ism which ﬁade‘the‘Enslisﬁ ﬁeaiﬁﬁy at the expensé‘ofﬁﬁhéicolonies. "The
high‘standard-of.iife‘we‘enjoy.in-2ngland.depeﬁde;ﬁpoﬁ oufbkeeping a

tight hold on the Empire, particularly the cropical‘portions,of~1t such
' w

as India and Africa.'n

In order that England may live in comparative
confort, a hundred million Indians must live on the
verge of starvation--an evil state of affairs, but
you acquiensce in it every time you step into a taxi
or eat a plate of strawberries and cream. The alter-
native 18 to throw the Empire overboard and reduce
-England to a cold and unimportant little island where.
we should all have to work very hard and live mainly
on herrings and potatoes. That is the very last thing
that any left-winger wants. Yet the left-winger con-
tinues to feel that he has no moral responsibility for
imperialism. He is perfectly ready to accept the
products of Empire and save his soul by gneering at
the people who hold the Empire together.

Orwell decided, when he was only eleven or twelve, that he
wanted to be a writer. He'léft his positioﬁ in Burma in 1927 and was

determined to start writing.

4 Stanley J. Kunitz and Howard Haycroft, editors,'Twentieth-
Century Authors (New York, 1942), p. 1058.

3 George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier (New York, 1961), p. 136.

6 Ibid,, p. 136.
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He returned to England with little money, few social gomnections,
“and no special trade and found that unemployment there was already a
problem. For a short while his leave probably paid him enough to live
in Paris and write there. From that time to 1940, he wrote several
books, but none sold well. During this time he tooli the name George
Orwell. It was reported that he disliked his own name because it was
associated with the Scotland he had no knowledge of except thrcugh the
reports of his rich schoolmates. "George" is a decidedly British name,
and 'Orwell" is the name of an English river near which he once lived.
‘The pseudonym seemed to give Orwell a paradoxical personality
and appearance. An acquaintance felt that there was a contrast between
his uncomprémising political Views‘ahd_hie mild home manners and
teasonabigness.
Perhaps the creation of George Orwell, this not
quite real personality, which differed from Eric
Blair, gave him special strength as a writer /by
freeing/ him from the complications of his own
personality, so that he was uniquely receptive to
political trends and every intellectual wind of
the time could blow through him to be sniffed,
tested, and rejected. . . . A real appreciation-
of his personality. . . can be obtained only from
" an understanding of the subt1e7relationship between
thisd public and private self.

Down and Out in Paris and Lpndon is a carefully arranged de~

scription of his experiences among the poorest classes. Probably it

is biographical and partly because it was her brother's first pub-

7 T. R. Fyvel, "A Case for George Orwell?" Twentieth Century,
September 1956, pp. 255-256.




lication, Avril Dunn mentions only this book in her article.

When Down and Out in Paris and London was pub-
lighed, the family, of course, read it with
great interest, but were really, in & way,
rather surprised at the outspokenness of the
language; not in any way shocked, because my
parents weren't easily sBockable, although

my father was Victorian. . ‘

 Not all of Orwell’s critics agreed that his down and outing
was a sincere penance for his taking part in an oppressive govern=
ment. Johﬁ Mortimer believed, in fact, that it was an insult to
the poor, but like so many of the men Orwell was personally ace-
quainted with, Mortimer found him a c°urageoué man.

He may be suspect, doing penance in the kitchens
of Paris restaurants or on the road to Wigan
Pier. He may even be slightly absurd, looking
for deep social gignificance in the adventures
of Billy Bunter or in the lewd postcards in
Brighton tobacconists' shops. He may in the
end, in the shallow negation of 1984, return

to the tedious emptiness of his monastic cell.
But he was not afraid to be thought unfashion-
able or unsympathetic or reactionary if he felt
he had to tell the truth. It was a rare courage.9

Between 1930 aﬁd 1940, Orwell attempted to become a serious
write?. He contributed to ggg,Adel hi, taught in small, private
schools, tutored, and clerked in a small bookshop. He married
Eileen 0'Shaughnessy and moved to the country, where he and his

wife ran a village pub and general store. He estimated that

8 bunn, p. 258

9 John Mortimer, 'Prophet in a Hair Shirt," Spectator,
June 2’ 1961. Pe 8030




his income never averaged more than three pounds per week.

Before his marriage, Orwell shared rooms with two younger
men, one of whom was Rayner Heppenstall. Orwell was about ten
years older than the other two, and they regarded him as an
"eccentricvold‘bay."lo Heppenstall and Orwell had a serious
misunderstanding one night when Heppenstall ‘came home 'during
‘the small hours:of the morning roaring drunk. 'Orwell told him
t£o be quiet and go' to his room. When Heppenstall refused to do
8o, Orwell threatened to strike him with a cane, 'Although Hep-
‘penstall moved out of the apartment the next day, and stated that
0rwe11~had«eLBadistic'streak in his personality, they remained |
good friende.ll‘

Shortly after his marriage, Orwell spent four months in
the north of England to find material for the book, The Road to
Wigan Pier. which 15 a discussion of the need fot Bocialism to
combat the terrible poverty ‘of the unemployed mine workera in
Lancashire and Yorkshire. 'The book also includes Orwell's
eriticism of Engligh aocielism. and in it Orwell takes the point
of view of the '"devil's advocate." Orwell was becoming increas~
ingly sympathetic with socialist ideologies, but he recognized

that there were many phases of the ideology that needed rectifying.

10 Rayner Happenstall, "The Shooting Stick," Jwentieth
Century, April 1955, p. 368.

11 4pid., p. 369




I am making out a case for the sort of person
who is in sympathy with the fundamental aims of
Socialism, who has the brains to see that
Socialism would 'work," but who.in practice
always takes to flight when Socialism is . -
mentioned. . . . '

The first thing that must strike any outside
observer is that Socialism in its devédloped
form is a theory confined entirely to the mid-
dle. class. The .typical Socialist is not, as
tremulous old ladies imagine, a ferocious~-
looking working man with greasy overalls and

a raucous voice. He is either a youthful snob-
Bolshevic who in five years' time will quite
probably have made a wealthy marriage and been
converted. to Roman Catholicism;:or, still more
typically, a prim little man with a white~
collar: job, usually a secret teetotaller and
often with vegetarian leanings, with a history .
of Nonconfirmity behind him, and above all,
with a social positigg which he has no intention
of _forfeiting.; e e

© In 1936, VOrwelr.l left for Spain to‘par!;i.cipate in the
Spanish Civil Uaf, and it iaaé there that he-discovez'edu,comﬁish
at first hand:and’ for the first time. The four months in Spain
wvere a turning point in his life.

After the fightinge-more particularly after the
slinging-match in the newspapers~--it was difficult
to think about this war in quite the same naively
idealistic manner as before. I suppose there is
- no one who spent more than a few weeks in Spain
without being in some degree disillusioned. My
- . mind went back to the newspaper correspondent
whom I had met my first day in Barcelona, and

12 1he Road to Wigan Pier, p. 146.




time a testimony to the nature of modern political: life.

who said to me: "This war is a racket the same
as any other." The remark had shocked me
deeply, and at that time . . . I do not_bélieve
it was truej_it was not true even now, /four
months 1atez:_7 $ but it was becoming truer. The
 fact is that every war suffers a kind of pro-
gressive degradation with evoery month Chat it
continues, because such things as individual
liberty and & truthful press are aimﬂy not
compatd.ble with military efficienc

Aside from his disillusionment, Orwell discovered that he
had courage and ability as a- leader and overcame the, self~doubt
he had acquired in school‘. ‘The ‘bdok sold very few copies and did

not reach t:he audience for which it was written. Lianél Trilling

describes the book as one of the" "important documents of our. . .

nld

Coming y_g‘_!';_qg_"éi._g_ *{1939) prophesied the advent of war, and
when it broke out, Orwell wanted to join the army. He was, however,
refused because of his poor health, and so he joined the Home

Guard. He also turned to broadcasting and gave important service

to the Indian Section of the British Broadcasting Company. After

1940, he wrote only two fictional works, Animal Farm and 1984.
His published writing during the decade until his death consisted
primarily of serious literary and political essays, as well as
comments on English c.»om:l.c books, and on the develoémerit of the

English murder story.

13 Homage to Catalonia (New York, 1952), p. 180

14 1ionel Trilling, "Introduction, Homage to Catalonia, p. v.




Animal Farm, written in 1946 and published just before
the war ended, ‘brought Orwell fame. A family friend believed
that Mrsilo;weli’helped a great deal with this book: "Her logic,
her feeling for aceuracy in the use of words influenced him,
perhaps without his being aware of it, in improving his style of
writing. .o o"15 mrs, orwell was a wellseducated person vho
had had 'a promising’ career in psychology before her marriage.

Her wit, love of life. and effervescent nature may well have

caused the gaiety which made-Animal Farm unique and the most
“popular of his books. She died just before thé book was

" published, in 1945.

. Orwell's doctor warned him to be careful of his health;
g0 after his wife's death, he went to Jura, a small island off
the Scottish coast, where he lived with his siéter‘énd Qtatted
writing 1984. He Becahe‘progfgsSively'worse and later admitted

that his poor health caused much of the gloomy atmosphere in

1984 He moved back to London and entered a nursing home. In

1949 he married again, and he and his wife shared plana”to‘tﬁrn

from political writing to the study of human relationships. They

‘made plans to go to Switgzerland, where Orwell could recuperate,

but Just a few days‘befbre théy wére to igave, Orwell died of a
hemorrhage and was buried, a§ hé had wished, in an>Engliéh village

churchyard.

15 piigaveta Fen, 'George Orwell s First WIEe," TWentieth
Century, August 1960, p. 119.




10

Orwell's gifta included an inspired éomman sense and a
power for steady thought. If he lacked understaﬁding of human
relationships, he had much sympathy for humanity in general.
He was a lonely man, and as far as this writer can tell, he had
no very close friends. Even his first wife knew that, to Otwell;
his writing came before his wife. The central characters in all
of his books are "loners": Flory, Dorothy Hare, Gordon Comstock,
George Bowling, and Winston Smith. Tom Hopkinson feels that Orwell
saw the world as a ''succession of money rackets" because he had

n16 It is

“from childhood . . . been hampered by lack of ﬁoney.
too easy to take isolated facts and try to make them fit into a

set theory. This'is especially the case with Orwell. He had
requested that no books be written about him, but his friends and
acquaintances wrote about him, his attitudes towards people, money,
politics, and writing. Whether they liked him personally or not,

" all those who have written about Orwell can not help expressing

their enthusiasm about his writing.

6
1_ Tom Hopkinson, George Orwell (London, 1953), p. 8.




II. ORWELL'S EXPERIENCES IN BURMA

Until 1937 Burma wca a part of British India, having been ac~
quired during 1826, 1852, and 1886. Until 1923 the major positions of'
responsibility were in British hands, and Burmans had a monopoly over
the junior services, except the professional positions, which were
filled by Indians.!

The Burmese people are easy-going, attractive, in harmony
with their surroundings, and they understand the meaning of "the Joy
of living." The terms "Burmese" and "Burman' include all peopie,
whatever their origin, who speak the Burmese language.

The Burman has been called both "nature's gentleman" and "a
lazy rotter'; visitors to the country use the former, and the Burman's
employer uses the latter. If an employer wants a steady worker, he
hires an Indian coolie-~these coolies are referred to as '"natives'-~
who will work longer hours and for less wages than the Burman, and
who will keep to assigned tasks and not demand holidays. If a Burman
wants a holiday, nothing will prevent him from taking one. The Bure
mese women, on the other hand, have more responsibilities and are often
the family breadwinners. .Generally, their virtues and vices are pri-i-
mitive. Frank courtesy is an innate characteristic; the Burmese are
capable of fits of passion, and running amok is common among them.

On the whole, they are high-spirited and joyful, 2

1 "Burma," Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1960, IV, 428,

2 g, Grant Brown, Burma As I Saw It (New York, 1925), gassiﬁ.
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The British had‘discovered considerable riches in the country
in the form of rubies, jade, rubber, tin, iron ore, oil, and timber,
and they and other outside companies quickly moved to control them.3
Many books were written about Burma in the early twentieth century,
and the majority are travelogues-~interesting descriptions and amusing
anecdotes~~but there was no personal concern for the Burmese people or
their problems. One of the travelogues is a book written by a visiting
artist who was primarily concerned with his work and only once ex~-
pressed an opinion of what he found in Burma.4

"And I should feel still more bitter if I happened

to be one of those Burmans who, believing in the

good faith of the Britisher and ignorant of the

true value of my oil welil, had sold it for a

" miserable 100 rupees or so to a "business man"

who was better in the know than myself. This

happened often enough in the early days .3

The Europeans whose interests kept them away from the larger
cities led very lonely lives. Their homes were usually roomy, comforte
able, and well built, but often they were separated from other white
men by distances of at least twenty or thirty miles. If the planters
were not married, they generally made friends with a bottle; however,
they were not necessarily habitual drunkards, nor did they allow their
drinking to interfere with their work and responsibilities. A vivid
picture of life in a community of European tin miners is described

by one author as follows:

3 william J. Grant, The New Burma (London, 1942), passim.

4 Paul Edmonds, Peacocks and Pagodas (New York, 1925), pp. 110ff.

5 1bid., p. 110.
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They do their best for themselves and their company,
but it is a dour life. They mine tin with skill and
maintain the rudiments of a social life. Scattered
bungalows are visited and wives struggle with primie
tive housekeeping facilities. There is a club where
men play games and exchange the news from home.
Dancing, cards, and the elevating influence of bil=
liards are indulged in. Yet there is the eternal
solitude. Bachelors seldom leave the ¢lothes they
work in, excepting to go to bed, from Monday to
Saturday; the mail from home is the salient joy of
the week, conversation is a withered wreck tethered
to an island of tin; the news that a tiger has
killed a cow in the next village is a welcome re~
freshment of the terrifying ordinaty.6

Ever since the early kingdoms, the Burmans had a distrust for
any authority higher than the village headman, Local officiale, in~
stead of suppressing crime, fattened on it. Governots;of districts
" and magistrates were quite often in 1eague'with robbers and shared
in the plunder, The Burmans had a characteristic proverb: "Fire, war,
storms, robbers; rulers, thesc are the five great'evilsa"7

In "Shooting an Elephant," Orwell describes a situation which,
from the interplay of the crowd of Burmans and the English policeman,
shows the feelings of both peoples toward each other. On hearing that
- a rampaging elephant had killed a coolie, an English policeman set
for a rifle.and went in pufsuit of the elephant.

As I started forward, practically the whole population

- of the quarter followed me. They had seen the rifle
and were all shouting excitedly that I was going to
shoot the elephant., . . . It was a bit of fun for them,

as it would be to an English crowd; besides they wanted
the meat. . . » I marched down the hill, looking and

6 Grant, p. 26.

7‘Brown, p. 66.
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feeling a fool, with the rifle aover my shoulder and
an ever-growing army of people jostling at my heels.

By the time the policeman and the crowd found him the elephant
had recovered from his fit and was‘gfaging peacefully while he waited
for his mabterlto come for him, Thé‘pdliéeman‘tﬁrned_ﬁo‘leave and
looked 1ntd:the‘fgces of about two thousand Burmans waiting for him
to kill the‘animalf RedogniZingv:ﬁa value of the elephant, he hesi-
tated but finally vent on with what was”gxpected'df him. "I perceived
at this moment that when the whi;e“manvturnsﬁtyrant.it.ia his own
freedom that he destroys. . . . - He has got to do what the natives

- expect of himi + ... I had got to shoot the elephgntg"g

~ Bis superiors
agreed late:;tha: it was best,“but_theﬁyounger Europeans thought it a
shame to kill an elephant simply because it had killed a coolie,
"because gn?elephant was worth more than any damm coolie.“lo

‘In "The Hanging" Orwell describes another scene which shows
his dislike of the imperialist system, This essay concerns the execue
tion of an Indian prisoner, the first execution the author had witnessed.
While walking to the gallows, the prisoner sidestepped a puddle of water.
"It was curious, but till that moment I had never realized what it

means to destréy,a healthy, cqnsciousvman."ll Orwell was only in his

early twéntieé:at'thié time, and one can be sure that such an:experience

8 "Shooting an Elephan:," in A Collection of Essayg (New York,
1954), pP. 157+158.

9.1b1d., p. 159,

10 1p44., p. 162.

11'"The Hanging," in Shooting an Elephant and other essays
(New York, 1950), p. 15. . _
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troubled him, The faces of this man and other convicts continued to

haunt him after he left Burma.

Our criminal law. . . is a horrible thing. It needs
very insensitive people to administer it. The
wretched prisoners squatting in the reeking cages of
the lock-ups, the gray cowed faces of the long=-term
convietg, the scarred buttocks of the men who had
been flogged with bambooa, the women and children
howling when their menfolk were led away under ar=~
reste~things like these are beyond bearing when you
are in any way directly responsible for them, I
watched a man hanged once; it seemed to me worse
than a thousand murders. . ., . But the feeling
that punishment is evil arises inescapably in those
who have to administer it, . .. . In Burma, it was

a double oppression that we were committing. Not
enly were we hanging people and putting them in

jail and so forth; we were doing it in the capacity
of unwanted foreigh invaders. The Burmese themselves
never really recognised our jurisdiction. The thief
whom we put in prison did not think of himself as &
criminal justly punished, he thought of himself as
the victim of a foreign conqueror. The thing that -
was done to him was merely a wanton meaningless
cruelty, His face, behind the stout teak bars of the
lock-up and the iron bars of the jail said so clearly.
And unfortunately I had not trained wmyself to be ine
different to the expression of the human face,l2

»Orwell'wrote the fullelength novel Burmese Days several years

after he left Burma, and in it he attacked imperialism bitterly.
Brieibh rule was ﬁfficiallylregarded as benevolent and in the interest
of the‘ctcﬁpied peoples. To Orwell this vas not at all true. He falt
that'thelnfitiah'cared little for the peopie they gpvérned,.thht they
exploited the nations they ruled, inflicted injustice on natives, and
in geﬁerai‘cohsidered chemsg}vés a higher order than the people they

ruled.

12 the Road to Wigan Pier (New York, 1961), pp. 126-127.
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The central character in Burmese Days, Flory, is a young minor
English official who is as physically unattractive as any of Orwell's
central characters. In the orthodox British society, Flory becomes a
heretic, or a "Bolshie," when he takes an interest in the native popu=-
lation and makes friends with an Indian doctor. When the deputy com-
misioner of the district decides that a native member should be
nominated for membership inm the British glub, Plory things that his
ftiend, the doctor, should be nominated, However, another of the club's
members, expressing the opinion of the majority of the other members,
states that he will not comsider the possibility.

Here's that old fool. . . wanting te bring a nigger

into this Club for no reason whatever, and you all

sit down under it without a word. Good God! what

are we supposed to be doing in this country? 1If

we aren't going to rule, why the devil don't we get

out. Here we are, supposed to be governing a set

of damn black swine who've been slaves since the

beginning of history, and instead of ruling them in

the only wag they understand, we go and treat them

as equals.l

The speakér i8 quite the most unpleasant person Orwell ever
depicted: As a matter of fact, in this book there are no likable
persons. The bodk is sprinkled with remarks similar to the one just
quoted. The same person is very offended when the club's native butler
dares to speak good English. "'I find it bery difficult!' Have you

swvallowed a dictionary? 'Please master, can't keeping {ce cool'--that's

how you ought to talk. . . . I can't stick servants who talk English.“l4

£

13 Burmese pays (New York, 1958), p. 22.

14 1414., p. 23,
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The primary topics of conversation among the British were the
insolence of the natives, the increasing laxity of the government, and
the good old days when British government was more forceful. Orwell
admitted that "living and working among Orientals would try the temper
of a saint. . . . In comfortless camps, in sweltering offices, in
gloomy. . . bungalows smeliing of dust and earth-oil, [;he Anglos-
Indianfofficiali? earn, perhaps, the right to be a little diaagreeable."ls
This is about the only instance in which Orwell excuses the
Anglo-Indian officials. Most of the time he is speaking through Flory, '
especially in the conversations with the Indian, Dr. Veraswami. It
shocks the doctor, who is more loyal than any Englishman to England,
wvhen Flory refers to the stink of the club and the tired old jokes.
I'm not seditious. I don't want the Burmans
to drive us out of this country. God forbid, I'm
here to make money, like everyome else. - All I object
to it the slimy white man's burden humbug. The pukka
sahib pose. It's so boring. Even those bloody fools
at the club might be better company if we weren't all
of us living a 1lie the whole time.
Bﬁt,~my dear friend, what lie are you living?
Why, of course, the lie that we're here to

uplift our poor black brothers instead of to rob them.
¢ « « It's at the bgttum of half our beastliness to

the natives. . . .

The plot of the book concerns themachinations of a corrupt

Burman magistrate to be elected to the club by discrediting the doctor

15 1bid., p. 3L

16 1p14., p. 35.
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and accusing him of anti-British sentiments. The fact that the doctor
is more loyal than the magistrate and even than some of the British
does not count, It is heee that Orweli poinee out one'of the greatest
weaknesses of the Fmpire: the British never knew their friends and
(too frequently honored their enemies.l? | | |
Elizabeth, the niece of cne of the English officials, is a
capicature of the English girls who went to India to find husbands. She
is too young and ignofeot to have any understanding of or sympathy for
the natives, but Flory falls in love with her. To him she is cultivated
and poised and marrying her would be the perfect solution to his
lonely life. A rival shows up before Flory can persuade Elizabeth to
| marfy him, bot the idval jilts her, aod Elizabeth decidea that Flory
is accepteble.« All would have ended happily had not the scheming
magistrate bribed Flory's former mistrese to make a dreadful scene during
a church service, Like the other British people in the community,
‘Elizabeth has no compassion for heak ugly. and unfortunate people, and
the scene in the church turna her completely against Flory. Faced
with the prospect of a8 long and lonely future like his past, Flory
decidea that he can not endure to return to his life of books, drinking,
‘gerdening, shooting, and conversing with the doctor. He commits suicide.
Consequently, the doctor loses all hope of being elected to
‘the club, The magistrate 18 elected and honored by the government'
howevet, he dies of apoplexy three days after the ceremony honoring

him, before he could accomplish a single act of expiation to his gods

for the evil he ﬁed done,

v Laurence Brander, George Orwell (London, 1954), p. 80,
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In this book, none of the characters are likable. One can
not feel any‘l‘i,king for Flory, ‘gxcept‘ pethaps sympathy, and certainly
none for any of the other characters. Two of Orwell's contemporaries -
called him a misanthrope and compared him to Swift.m- “Another ac~ .
cused him of lacking understanding of human relationships and sympa-
thy for individual human beinga'.19 They may have had this book in
mind. Orwell admitted that he had to write it in order to escape
his guilt of "our beastliness to the natives' which so haunted him
when he returﬁed to England. He felt he had to "eséape not merely
from imperialism but from every form of man's dominion over man."20

Although Orwell had little liking for Rudyard Kipling and ace
cused him of disliking the lower classes, idealizing officers, and
depicting private soldiers as comic‘s, it should be noted that he
believed Kipling's accounts of nineteenth century India 'not only the
best but almost the only literary picture we hmna."z1

In this connection, one can not help compaﬂng E. M. Forster's
A Passage to India. It is, like Burmese Days, an attempt to explain

oriental civilizations to people of the West, but Forster was more

sympathetic with both the Indians and the British while he noted their

18 Anthony West, "Hidden Damage,' Newsweek, September 19, 1955,
p. 126, and W. D. Smith, "George Orwell," Contemporary Review, May, 1956,
p. 283.
9
Hcpkiﬂson. Pe 6.

20 The Road to Wigan Pier, p. 128.

21 wpydyard Ripling," A Collection of Essays, p. 132.
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shortcomings.  Burmese ngg.wag‘Otwellfsr£irat novel, and A Passage
%o Indis was Forster's last. The latter has the polish of a mature
mind;fand thé former ig :h§ cét§a;§is ofua young man whp_ha@lbggn:l‘
deep1y>é££ectgd by his experiences in a system in uhich he did not

believe.




CHAPTER III. ORWELL IN ENGLAND - TO 1940

The British middle class rose to prominence and weaith during
the reign of Queen Victoria.' I; was div;ded into a number of sub~
classes., For the upper middlé élaés,.;ﬁé early twentieth century
was a comfortable time; life ran smoothly and with little effort;
there were plenty of goods to be bought, ﬁrained servants to be hired,
Travel was easy and theréfore freqﬁgnc. Social life was graclous,
active, and well régulated.v The lédy‘who ﬁas a lady ne?ef did any=
thing heréelf but told othéts what to dq and how to do it, The ser-
vants had professional pridé in their work and loyalty tbward the
families the& served. The middle;claas suburbia reached its height
at this time. fhe wilderness of brick semi-detached houses separated
the center of a city from the surrounding green fields. Each house
had a patch of garden in front of it and a small back lawn. A con-
scious sense of congeniality united the people in the suburbs, and
local tennis, music, and theatre clubs flourished.

The lower middle class was more self-contained and more socially
selfeconscious because of its anxiety to remain apart from the working
class., The clerks, teachers, and white~collar workers which made up
the class were threatened with social reforms which would deprive them
of their precarious status and place them more on the level of a
lower class.

Orwell placed himself and his family between these twa sub-
classes in what he called the lower-upper-middle class. As he saw

it, the upper class consisted of those people whose incomes ranged
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between about three hundred and two thousand pounds annually. His
family's income was nearer three hundred pounds.1

Money was not the only criterion by which the classes were
divided; social pretensions, tradition. and ability also counted, but,
if a person did not have sufficient income, his world was divided.
Theoretically, he knew how to tip servants, order dinner, wear pro=
‘per clothes, ride, and hunt. In practice, he could not afford to
keep aervants, tailors, or horses or to visit restaurants.

The way of 1ife in Orwell‘s family was like that of the upper~
middle class. Orwell's education was the very best that the class
could offer, hut he could not heve gotten it had he not earned achol~

arehips to both preparatory school and Eton.
| Parents used to tell their sons who were going away to sehool
for the first time that the experience would be the happiest time of
their lives; Later, parents told their sons that they would not be
happy until they were adults. In spite of the conflict, the young boys
generally did not know whether they were happy or not as they had
nothing to compare with° but if they found that they were not happy,
they found,.too, that they had companya The boys never could tell
their narents the eomnlete truth aboutvtheir lives at school; they
would not haye‘hnown how. 4
It‘will have been seen that my own main trouble was
an utter lack of any sense of proportion or probabile

ity. This led me to accept outrages and believe abe
surdities, and to suffer torments over things which

x 1 Charles Furth, Life Since 1900 (New York, 1956), pp. 11-22,
passim, A
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were in fact of no importance. It is not enough to -
say that I was "8illy" and "ought to have known bet~
ter.". . . The weakness of the child is that it

starts with a blank sheet. It neither understands
nor questions the sqciety in which it lives. . . .

2

o The pafen:s thoughtighg poysflqokgd happy.rqpn}ngvarqund in
their little uniforms, but they had no idea of the life led by their
sqns,s v |

" When Orwéll graduated f;bm St. Cyprian's, he won a scholarship

~ to Eton, After the struggle he had been throughVCO'pfgve“a worthy
scholarship student at preparatory sghoél; he decided that he would
not work so hard. Orwell did not write about his life at Eton as he
did about his experience; at S5t. Cyprian's; he only‘mentions it 'in
passing. "I did no work [;E thé? and leainéd very little, and I don't
feel that Eton has been much of a formative influence in my‘life."4
‘Details can be filled in from the accounts of a‘contemporary and from
a friend who attended'St. Cyprian's with him.

' Maurice Baring remembered the faults of Eton as he thought of
:he‘populat derision directed toward the school. He believed that‘thé
derision and patronage indicated an approval of the schoql;_the fact
that Eton had survived the laughter and abuse showed its strength, Mr.

'Bariﬂg did not pretend to be an objective judge of the school and stated

that he would héve been delighted to relive the years he spent there.5

2 "Such, Such Were the Joys," p. 54.
3 Maurice Baring, "Private School " in Lost Lectures (New York,
1932), pp. 3-16..

4 stanley J. Kunitz and Howard | Hagcraft, editors, Twentieth
Century Authors (New York, 1942), p. 1058.

5

Baring, "Eton," p. 17.




24
Cyril Connelly was a classmate of Orwell's at St, Cyprian's
and at Eton,‘AIn his school reﬁiﬁiacénces, Orﬁell's h;me‘appears
quite ofteﬁ,_and Connelly rec#llsIOrwell?s precocioue,méturity in
several insfanéeas, Orwell wﬁs a true rebei, whereas he, Connelly,

was a '"'stage rebel,"

Tall, pale, with his flaccid cheeks, and a matter-ofe~
fact voice6 he was one of those boys who seem born
old. . . . . : ) . .

. The remarkable thing: about Orwell was that
he alone among the boys was an intellectual, and not
a parrot, for he thought for hemself, read Shaw and_
Samuel Butler, and rejected not only /St. Cyprian'_j
but the war, the Empire, Kipling, Sussex, and Char-
acter. 1 remember a moment under a fig-tree in one
of the inland boulevards of the seaside town, Orwell
striding beside me, and saying in his flat, ageless
voice: '"'You know, Connolly, there's only one remedy -
‘for all diseases," I felt the usual guilty tremor
when sex was mentioned and hazarded, '"You mean going
to the lavatory?" "No--I mean Death!" He was not a
‘romantic, he had no use for the blandishments of the
drill sergeant who made us feel character was idene
tical with boxing, fior for the threats of the chape+
lain with his grizzled cheektufts, and his gospel
of a Jesus of character, who detested immorality and'
swearing as much as he loved the Allies. "Of course,
you realize, Connelly," said Orwell, "that, whoever . 7
wins this war, we shall emerge a second~rate nation,”

thell and Connelly did not see as much of each other at Eton
as they had previously. Connelly states only that his parenta thought
‘Orweil was 5 bad influence on their son and was in some way responsible

for his poor matks.

One can imagine what Orwell thought about "the huge stale elms,

~5lcy£11ACOnné11y, Enemies of Promise (New Yofk, 1942), p. 211,

7 1bid., p. 2120
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the boys in their many-coloured caps and blazers, the top hats, the
strawberries and cream, the smell of wisteria. . . the foppish drawl,
lghd thg7'boys with their hats on the back of their heads."8 All of
thigs seemed the height of elegance to Connelly, °

-In school, Orwell learned the code of behavior for the upper~
middle-class man<~the gentlemanliness which was thought to be the
distinguishing mark of the class,

This mystical conception of the gentleman as one

who acts honorably and behaves on all occasions '

with courtesy was a very confusing factor in the

three«class system, which might otherwise seem to

be a fairly simple matter of grading society ace

cordin§ to a combination of economic status and -

bitth& b

The lower-upper-middle class was attracted to positions in

the Imperial Service, which took them to remote places where there

was an abundance of native servants and it was much easier to pretend

to be one of the gentlefolk.

‘She tasted the agreeable atmosphere of Clubs,
with punkahs flapping and barefooted white~turbaned
boys reverently salaaming; and maidans where bronzed
Englishmen with little clipped moustaches galloped to
and fro, whacking polo balls. It was almost as nicelo
as being really rich, the way people lived in’India.

This'ciass was, like the loweremiddle class, not secure in its position

and was more aware of poverty than were poorer members of the working

8 1pid., p. 226.

‘9 Sir Richard Rees, George Orwell, Fugitive From the Camp of
Victory (Carbondale, I1linois, 1962), p. 17.

10 Burmese Days, P. 85.
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class., Keeping up an air of gentility waS'imporgant, as that was all
they had, and the lack of mnﬁgy‘made it difficult. -children became .
aware of these class distinctions very early when their parénts would
not allow them to play with working-class children as they might pick
up the wrong accents and habits.

: Orwéll admitted that he was an adult before he discovered that
the lower‘classes‘do.not'necesﬁarily smell., This, to him, was the
reason any bourgeois man, even one who considered himself to be a
communist;‘could ﬁotvcbnsidervthe working man his equal. But he ex=
plained that "everyone who has grown up.:. . 1n a house with a bathe
room and one setvant is 11ke1y to have g;own up with these feelings, nll
He argued further that when dust~bins and public lava:ories were
generally a £ifty-yatﬂ wa1k fram‘the-house, as in the‘cg§e=offthe une~
employed miners in Wigan, people could’ha?dly be expecﬁeﬁlto»haVe the
same'degfeefof cleanlineés asipersons to'whom indoor plumbing was a
matter of coutse.12

Still, Orwell was greatly preoccupied with: dirt' and unpleasant
odors: 1In A Clergggg ggggh;gg he descrxbes the no-longer-young
daughter of a country rector who, at cammunxon, shnddera at the thought

of having to drink from the same cup as her fellowecommunicant, old

Mise Mayfill.

11 ghg‘koad 53.Wigah Pier, p. 113.

12 344d., p. 59.
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In her ancient, bloodless face her mouth was
surprisingly large, loose and wet. The underilip,
pendulous with age, slobbered forward, exposing a
strip of gum and a row of false teeth as yellow as
the keys of an old piano. On the upper lip was a
fringe of dark, dewy moustache. It was not an ap=-
petising mouth; not the kind of mouth that you would
like to see drinking out of your cup.l3
Living among the lowest workers in Paris and London gave Or~
well the opportunity to observe differences between the classes, He
decided that economically there were only two classes: the rich and
the pbor. The existing multitude of divisions were caused by manners
and traditions learnmed during childhood. Therefore, the paradox ape
‘pears in vhich the millionaires drop their "aitches," door-to-door
salesmen are graduates of the great public schools (which were private
and very exclusive), and men who govern the colonies are graduates of
board~schools (which were public). The public-schoolman would not
start speaking Cockney when his income dropped below a certain levelj
on the contrary, he becomes even more attached to the memories and
traditions of his school than he had been previously.
It is in fact very difficult to escape, culturally,
from the class into which you have been born. . . .
Here am I, for instance, with a bourgeois upbringing
and a working-class income, What class do I belong
to? Economically I belong to the working class, but
it is almost impossible for me to think of myself as
anything but a member of the bourgeoisie,l4

When he resigned from his work in Burma, Orwell went to Paris

13 A Clergyman's Daughter (New York, n.d.), p. 1l.

14 The Road to Wigan Pier, p. 186.
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to start his writing career. '"Quarrels, and the desolate cries of
street hawkers, and the shouts of children chasing orange peel over
the cobbles, and at night loud singing and the reek of the refuse

carts, made up the atmosphere of the street" vhere Orwell had a room,

Down and Qut in Paris and London is largely autobiographical, but not
entirely so. Events are rearranged, but the descriptions must be
factual.

The first experience of poverty is finding out what it is to
be hungry.

With bread and margarine in your belly, you go out

and look into the shopwindows. Everywhére there is

food insulting you in huge, wasteful piles; whole

dead pigs, baskets of hot loaves, great yellow blocks

of butter, strings of sausages, mountains of potatoes,

vast Gruyére cheeses like grindstones. A sniveling

self-pity comes over you at the sight of so much food, 13

The secqﬁd discovery for 6rwe11 was the boredom of poverty,
the lack of energy to do anything but lie on a bed all day long and
perhaps read. Hunger deprived him of any interest in going to look
for a job. "You discover that a man who has gone even a week on bread
and margarine is not a man any longer, only a belly with.a few accessory
organa‘"l6

Durihg his stay in Paris, Orwell caught pneumonia and had to

spend several weeks in a hospital. This experience is omitted from

Down and Qut in Paris and london and is the subject of an essay entitled

15 Q§wn ahd Oht 3§>Pafisvénd London (New York, 1961), p. 21,

16 1p44,
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"How the Poor Die.” Orwell was kept at the receiving desk for about
twenty minutés;anSﬁeringgqueqtibhs,”althbugh he had a temperature of,
he judged, 103 degrees Fshrenheit. Being destitute, he was placed in
a charity ward.’

During my first hour in the HOpital X, I had had a

whole series of different and contradictory treat-

ments, but this was misleading for in general you

got very little treatment at all, either good or bad,

unless yo¥7were i1l in some interesting and instrice

tive way.

The experience of enduring old-fashioned cupping and mustard
plaster, of seeing patients die of diéeases which seemed to affect
only the vgty‘poot;‘and'of being examined by groups of student doctors
was grim, and Orwell left as soon as he could walk 6&£,' It reminded
him of the nineteenth century hospitals which were regarded as the same
- as prisons, plages'of :;1th, torture, and death.

Prom the nineteenth century you could collect a
large horroreliterature connected with doctors and
hospitals. . . . Even the names given to doctors
+ « « in Engligh fiction, Slasher, Carver, Sawyer,
Fillgrave, and so on, and the generic nickname

‘"gawbones" are about as grim as they are comic, 18

In A Clergyman's Daughtef;ythe case of the family with gentili:y

and no money 18 treated from another point of view, The Reverend
Charles Hare is rector of a church which is ancient, too large for
its continually diminishing cbﬁgrégaﬁihn and in a ruinous state of

repair. The roof sags, and the belfry is so rotten that the unused

17 wiow the Poor Die," in Shooting an Elephant, p. 21.

18 1414, p. 29.
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bells threaten to fall through the floor.

The rector is the "younger son of a younger son of a baronet,
and had gohe into the Church for the outmoded reasbn that the Church
is the traditional profession for younger sons."1? vHe is unable to
afford an assistant; so thevparish'a'ditty wbrk ié doﬁe by his wife
until her death and then by his daughter, Dorothy., |

It‘islnorothy who has to make ends meet financially, who has
to visit the éick and poor; whq has to organize church groups and
festivals., The townspeople suﬁpoaa she would even have to preach the
seymons if that were possible. Whenever she asks for mouey to pay
'bills, her father slips "into an imaginary golden past in which such
| vulgar things as butchers'-billa simply did not exist,"20

‘Under the:tenaion, Dorothy temporarily loses consciousness and
finds herself in London, buﬁ_she-can not remember who she is. Sbe
»jcinava group of hop pickérs and is so busy that she has no time to
try to remember;her‘identity.; When ghe happens toLreadka newspaper
account of her diéappeatance, her memory returns, and sha writes her
father to let him know of her whereabouts. ‘Receiving ho reply from
him, Dorothy decides she can not return home and tries to £ind a job
in London before her money runs out. Having been asked to do so by
the rector, a cousin finds Dorothy and secures a teaching position

for her. It is ina squalid little private school auch as Orwell had

19 A glgggyman 8 Daugwper, p. 17.

20 1p14., p. 26.
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taught in. Dorothy is bullied by the headmistress; she has no teaching
experience and no college training; but her stage fright' lasts only -
until she finds that her students know "as nearly as possible [;bthiqgf
‘at a11."?l porothy starts several immovations and spends her own
money for newer text books and a‘map,‘whichkare not coﬁdemped*until
parents complain that their daughters ahbuld pot be allo&ed to read
“stage-plaja"vby Shakespeare, who was quite an "immoral" vriter,
especially when.~in'MacBeﬁh,'he described the method whereby one
charécterjwab'borna‘“Since the parents'CWOrds a¥e law, Dorothy is
eventually diémissed,‘and her'é;udentaﬂgo back to learning nothing
by rote:

Dorothy returns home to resume her duties as her father's
asgistant; but she has lost her faith, ‘"It was like when'you'fe'a
child, and one day, for no particular reason, you stop believing in
fairies.“zz

She is confronted with the same old problems of finances,
church clubs, Sunday‘School attendance, and visits and so slips into
her old habits easily: Her father does not really believe she ever
lost her memory and lets her know it whenever he is in a'bad mood. She
is not optimistic about her futute”and‘forésaw about tén years as her
father's unpaid curate, She knows that when he dies she will return

to teaching and become one of the "0ld Maids of Old’England;"23

21 1pid., p. 157.
22 .. ’

23

- Ibid.
: Ibid., p. 219,




32

Gordon Comstock, in Keep the Aspidistra Flying, has been des-

cribed aé Orwell and as a parody of Orwell. The latter would seem to
be more accurate‘for,'althougthtwel}\described.some of his own expe~
riences in this book, he managed his affairs better than did Gordom.
Gordon comes from a middleemiddle class. family, a class which, in
Orwell's opinion, is doomed to a shabby, dismal, and ineffectual life,
Gordon has‘a-job as copy wriger;in an advertising firm, but the slogans
horrify him; he rebels agginst the power of money by quitting the posi-
tion to become a clerk in a chegp,book:;tore and by agtempting to
write poetry. However, "the flow of remunciation never:lasts, Life
on two quid a week ceases to be a herédic gesture and bedomes a dingy
habit,"24
No one would buy his poetry;,the board1ng'housgs_become‘p:o-

gressiveiy darker and dingieg;Thia‘mealsibecqmg more and more meager.
After his girl friend tells him she is pregnant, he realizes that he
is not a poe:; returns.to his old job, marries the girl, and settles
dowvn to an ordinary, relatively secure life, symbolized by the ever-
present aépidiatta."

. This was not the way Orwell himself managed; after all, his own
venture into poverty was by his own choice. 1In his case, also there.
was no- apparent ﬁheroic geature;"iand he was able to return to a more

normal life whenever he wished.

24 Keep the Aspidistra Flying (Neé York, 1956), p. 57.
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Gordon is the vehicle by which Orwell satirizes the classes
Gordon pi'efers to live in the gutter rather than lead 2 normal life
in a comfortable apartment. This .ghows him to be a fool in Orwell's
‘opinion. One of Orwell's favorite sayings was that half a loaf was
better than none at.all, but it fs not until late in the: last. chapters
of the book that Gordon discovers this.. ,,Gordonlsé\ems basically a
rebel. for the sake of. rebellion,. or poetry, and he illustrates: a type,
& member of ‘a class of s.ocigty on the wane.

The fourth book in the grmp;Orwell_ vwrote in London before the

second world war is Coming Up for Air. .This is quite different from

his previous work, and in it Orwell:examines the smallstown middle
class.‘, 'In it, too, Orwell takes much of the action torthe English
countxyside vhich he preferred to London.  There até., few if any auto=
biogrqphical..references, and George Bowling is as unlike Orwell and his
other central characters as an Englishman could be,  He represents a
different .type and one who Orwell thought would prosper under socialism,
although Bowling would not have agreed with Orwell.

George Bowling was bo:n and brought up j.n the peaceful atmos=~
phere of a small towmn neér London, where his father kept a grain store.
On the other hand, his wife was the daughter of a career Army -officer,
and she.grew up in still arother segment of the middle class which:
possessed more gentility than money, It is she who worries about
petty disasters: the rising costs of butter, gas, children's éhoes, and
the next ms:aliments. This was the same sort of worry. she had grown

up with; in contrast, when Bowling looked back on his childhood years,
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he always thought of them i{n summertime, and remembered the long dusty
walks with the baby sitter and with his older brother, the excursions
to the stream or pond nearby to fish with bread paste or beetles, the
smell_of'the'grain in his father's shop;‘ahd the sight of his mother's
arms covered from flour., His father vas by no means rich, but the family
lived comfortably.,

In describing his present home in a development in Lomdon,
Ceorge Bowling sees it as one in "long, long rows of little semie
detached houses . . . as much alike as council houses and generally
‘uglierv’

The stucco front, the creosoted gate, the privet

hedge, the green fromt door . . . a line of semie

detached torture chambers where poor little five-

to-ten~pound-a~weekers quake and shiver.,. -

We don't own our houses, even when we've finished

paying for ghem. They re not freehold only

leasehold.

'In an effort to regaiﬁ’thé‘peadefulneﬁs of his childhood,

he returned to his home town only to f£ind that it had become an une
recognizable suburb of London where mo one remembered him; Landmarks,
people, habits were all changed. Even his secret fishing hole had
been drained and wvas serving as the garbage dump for the nearby asylum,
Orwell was disturbed by the carelessness and commercialism which were
'fast ruining the beauty of the English countryside.

And they'd filled my pool up with tin cans. + .+ . _

Say what you like-~call it silly, childish, anything—c_

but doesn't it make you puke sometimes to see what -

they're doing to England with their bird baths and

their plaster gnomes, and their g&xies and tin cans,
vhere the beechwoods used to be?

25 CQmiggw_g for Air (New York, 1950), PpP. 11-14
26 1bid., p. 257.
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The finél blow to Geofge’s search for peace'éémes;when a bomb.
is accidentally dropped into the village by a plane on a tréining,
mission. ﬂe realizes thenfutflity éf,hiéldream and realizes also.
that‘the nation is on the verge of war.. As he drives:homééafd;ihe
can visualize a- life of“hate?and'fighting.

Think of the enormous stretches of land you pass over
when you cross a corner of a single English county.
[You can see/ fields and beechespinneys and farmhouses
and churches, and the fillages with their little
grocers' shops and the parish hall and the ducks .
walking across the green. Surely it's too big to be
changed? Bound to remain more or less the same. ; ¢ -
And beyond it London stretching on and on, streets,
squares, back-alleys, tenements, blocks of flats,
pubs, friedefish shops, picture«houses, and on and on
for twenty miles. . « . The bombs aren't made that
could smash it out of existence.27

The development ftom this picture to the grimness of 198
would seem to be simple. Orwell had served in the anti-fascist ranks

in Spain and had realized that force was not the way to put forward the

socialist ideology,.but toward the end of Coming Up for Air, he knew
that there were many people who thought force was the only way to

achieve socialism, and it was his duty to try to show them otherwise.

27 1bid., p. 268.



CHAPTER IV. ORWELL AND SOCIALISM.

In 1920, when Orwell was about seventeen years old and at Eton,
‘he and many of the boys of his generation had a great deal more
sympathnyOf‘a‘libefal;political‘part§'éhéﬁ“tﬁétglﬁaévﬁéeﬁ'p&é%iously
among middle-=class school boys. Thlé’éhsvcaﬁééaif5ié:éiéékvékéené by
the recent Russian revolution and by tﬁé'iﬁéféééé‘1nhéh;ﬁbl6§ﬁént and
insecurity among the poorer classes in Eﬁgléﬁd.

The pub-uc-‘-aéhod boys who had been too young to fight in
World}ﬁar’!‘cohsidéied‘theMSelvéa to be enlightened éreatures. They
rebelled against their ‘school traditions and derided’ political ortho~
doxy, the Christian religion, the Royal Family. and ‘even compulsory
‘games. Orwell gave an example of this attitude at Eton, where one of
his teachers asked his ¢lass of students to list ten men whom they con-
sidered to be the greatest living at that time. Of the sixteen boys in:
1

. the class, fifteen included Lenin.

‘In the schools it was quite fashionable to be called a "Bolshie."

" The term referred to anyone who thought and acted contrary to the

accepted manner. Flory, in Burmese pa s, was called a "Bolshie" by the
" other white people at the European Club because he made friends with the
" native doctor and seemed to be intétéétéd'in“tﬁe welfafe of the native

' population. - By dbing”éo,\he'wéS‘notdacting‘acéording to the accepted

1 The Road to Wigan Pier, p. 121
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reletionship between rulers and ruled.

The decade of the 1920's saw a number of strange fads. Among
those most often discussed were paeifism. free love, atheism, vege-~
tarianism, and nudism. Also,“at this time,‘English WOmen‘were granted
the tight to vote. During the war. women left theit homee and took
over the jobs of men who left to fight, and they discovered a freedom
and independence which they would not relinquish when the men returned,
The suffrage movement was filled with violence, particularly in the
large cities, and the women stopped at nothing to win their rights.

Even as early as this Orwell considered himself a socialist,
“-although he Iater admitted that ‘he had not really known at the time
whet‘it meant.

1 had not much grasp of what socialism meant, and

no notion that the working class were human beings.

At a distance, and through the medium of bookss .+ .

I could agonise over their sufferings, but I still

hated them and despised them when I came anywhere

near them. I was still revolted by their %ceents

and. infuriated by their habitual rudeness.

Important factors which caused changes in British life between
1910 and 1935 were the great strides made in communications, the
neehnnicalnchanges, and the improvement and growth of industry. More
goodsqwere:Beingtmade‘and demended; and the people who lived in the

cities:were diseouering,the joy and peace of traveling'and vacationing

2 1bid., pp. 121-122,
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in the country.3
By the end of World War I, there were two distinct groups in
England aside from the old distiﬁetion of the governing and the -
governed. For a time the old clasa teattictions were put aside,and
" the diatinction was between the fighting forces--those direetly in~
L volved 1n‘the War, and the people who had stayed hemes“‘When>ghe'
seldiefs came home;zthey“endwthe'majority of‘ihe{BrieishfdidAndt'want
to tulld e*neh"ydrld‘td livexiﬁ:fthey~preferred'ﬁoféleen'upvthe one
““?fouwﬁieh"they were accustomed.®
There was tremendous activity in the workere" unions and
governments In November 1919. there had been 353 000 unemployed ex~
soldiers; by March 1921. the number of registared unemployed reached
1 664.000. After the minera struck in May 1921. the number rose to a
;high‘o£‘2,500.000; Until 1939‘1t rarely fell\below one million, and
'it ts“commonly saidrthat only the dole'eaved Britain frqmvrevolution
in the vinter of 19211922, L
- The 'Labour Govermment elected in 1924 lasted only a few months,
and {ts achieévements were not what had been hoped fo:; norkdid it

’ bring socialism any closer to reality: 1Its major achievement was to

prove that a Labour party was able to govern‘s

S 3 Sir Ernest Barker, 'The Movement of National Life: 1910-1935," .
in, Ma ing of English Histbry, edited by Robert L. Schuyler and Herman
" Ausubel (New York, 1952), pp. 622-630, passim. ‘

4 Robert Graves and Alan Hodge, The Long Week End, A.Social
Histogz of Great Britain. 1918 1939 (New Yotk. 1941), Eassim.

5 ¢. D. H. Cole and Raymond Postgate, The g 1ish Peo le,
1746-1946 (New York, 1957, pp. 457-484, passim.
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The history of Britain between 1931 and 1939 presented to a

‘lesser degree most of the features of ‘the history’ of" the continental

. countries which fe11 victims to Fascism during the decade. In

'Britain there were disputes over communism betveen the liberal and :
conservative groups, and these disputes disturbed working~-class organi~
natioAs;‘-The fascié:‘groupg'in‘Britainjwas‘small‘and3manageab1é,~buc
thefe‘ﬁeté“eases'of‘their'Supprésbibn of criticism, rai&&‘dﬂ'left-wingA
aocialist and’ commnntst organizations. ‘and’ of theit causing a steady
invasion ‘of civil liberties. ' Eor a while they even formed an army of
black~shirted followers who distributed:propaganda.‘bﬁt this action w#s
quickly stopped by law.
The invésion'df civil liberties, especially, was a change in
the current of British history;_fof more than a*centdty;*prbgress had
. been méde?tO'increése civil andupérSOnal'iibertiés; then the trend revers-
ed, and the liberties were cautiously and continual;y diminished.®
When Orwell returned to England from Burma, he had lost his
schoolboy impressions of socialism and had developed the theory, élso
erroneous, that ''the oppressed are always right and the oppressors are
always wrong." He felt that this opinion was a natural result of being
an7o§preasor in a system of which he did not approve.
" Tnnumerable remembered faces-+faces of prisoners in
the dock, of men waiting in the condemned cells, of

' subordinates I had bullied and aged peasants I had
snubbed, of servants and coolies I had hit with my

6 rbid., p. 5l4.
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fist in moments of rage. . . haunted me intblerably.
I was conscious of an immense weight of guilt that
I had to explate.’ ,
Therefore. when he returned to England, he felt he had to

become one of the oppressed, to join them against their tyrants. He

found in England cases of exploitation and bullying which were as

-~ bad as and worse than those he had seen in Burma. ‘At the time,. he

realized that he had no real knowledge or interest in socialism or any
other economic theory. He thought of poverty as starvation and the
plight of the lowest of the low: ecriminals, beggaré and tramps.
Orwell then disguised himself as a tramp and went on the road.

And down there in the squalid and, as a matter of

fact, horribly boring subworld of the tramp, I

had a feeling of release, of adventure, which seems

absurd when I look back, but which was sufficiently

vivid at the time.8

These experiences are described in Down and Out in Paris and London,

but Orwell realized that making f:iends with a tramp or a pickpocket
would not solve the class problem, as they were not as'fypical of their
class as the manual 1aborgrs~were. "Nothing is easier than to be bosom
pals with a pickpopkét,'if you know where to look for‘him; but it is
very difficult to be bosom pals with a bricklayer.'"? Later Orwell was
to live, eat, share rooms, drink beer, play darts,lané talk with

miners for The Road to Wigan Pier, and it was here that he realized,

7 The Road to Wigan Pier, p. 128.
8 1p1d., p. 131.
9 Ibid., p. 132.
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and the miners realized, that they were different enough to make
real intimacy impossible. Orwell liked the iminei':a hé met and sincerely
'hoped they liked him, . but he was still a foreignet to t.hem. He
described this phenomenon of the difficulty of comnunicat:ion between
‘men of different classes as being like the glass well of an :
' aquarium; any conscious effort to break down the _bati'iers" would result
in a serious-mistake.

Soeialiem, Orwell believed, was the only system which would
insure 'seeurit&' and enough fooo for 'e\)efyone; He had come to this
conclusion by 1936 when he visited the miners in northern England. |
The development of his concern with socialism and his increasing
"interest in politics can be traced in 'rhe CIergmn 8 Daughter and

in Reep the Aspidistra Flying.

'_Orwell‘ was commissioned by the Left Book Club to study economic
conditions among the miners. This Club was founded in May 1936 on the
model of the American "Book of the Month Club."‘ For an annual sube
scription, members received each month a book which had been
commissioned by the committee in eharge of selections. This committee
was composed of three veli-knmn socialivs‘ta:' Profeasor Harold J.
‘Laski' J‘ohn Sttachey, a classmate of Orwell 8 at Eton and a disg~
illusioned former member of the British fasciat organization, and
Victor Gollancz. The Club appealed to the left-leaning intelligentsia,
and most &wng nniversity"stude.nt'a;we.re ,menbere‘.‘ Books were

commissioned on every conceivable topic kon which it was possible to
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give a left-wing opinion.lo'
The‘ first half of The Road to Wigan Pier is devoted to set-

ting down in writing ihe'living ¢onditions‘of the unemployed, as well
és of ;hé employed, miners. In the opinion of a number of his contem=
poraries, Orwell did this is an excellent example of journalistic = -
writing. = The difficult conditions under which thousands of English
worktng-familieé»lived'when they received regular wages from their
work, and the ﬁiéery in which'chgyfliveéf;when‘qﬁemployed‘were_exampies
to Otﬁéli ofbtﬁé'heceésitj'of socialismpl'8£nge Orwell had spent time
among tramps and unemplqyed'mdgrants,'hé wag probably the only writer
in Knéiand who had a £irst¢hand'undéretanding of the problems involved
in being unemployed. However; he found the conditions and attitudes of
the miners quite different. For ekample, a tramp had no one to support
but himself; when he needed money, he could take to the roads and find
some‘ﬁérkw "A miner had a faﬁily to support; when he was out of work,
there was nothing he could do. Orwell learned that the miners’
aituation was far more serious'than he, and other socialists, had
imagined. Some remedy, whether it was socialism or not, was far more
urgent than even the most zealous theorists realized.

Orwell described,without elaborating, the slum areas, the houses,

‘the living conditions, the dirt and the overcrowding.

To begin with, the smell, the dominant and essential
thing, is indescribable. But the squalor and the
confusion! A tub full of filthy water here, a basin

10 Gr#veé,and Hodge, p. 324.
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full of unwashed crocks there, more crocks piled in

any odd corner, torn newspaper littered everywhere,

and in the middle always the same dreadful table

covered with sticky #il cloth and crowded with cooking
. pots ‘and irons and half-darned stockings and pieces

of stale bread ang bits of cheese wrapped round with’

greasy newspaper.

Orvwell was generally objective in describing what he saw, but he
occasionally included a personal reaction to hig‘aurroundings, as
.in the case of one of the~boarding«houses'1n:which he 1ived.

The place was beginning to depress me. It was not

only the dirt, the smells and the vile food, but

the feeling of stagnant meaningless decay, of having

got down into some subterranean place where people

go creeping round and round, just like blackbeetles,

in an endlegss muddle of slovened jobs and mean
grievances.

By living so close to the ‘miners, Orwell\ga?ned an insight into
the psychological conditions and knew what this,tco, indicated the need
‘for improvement of their living conditions. He realized that they were
not adapted to their environment and that they were not indifferent to
the dirt, the hard work, and the hopelessneés of their lives. From a
train window, Orwell obsgrved a girl in a slum throﬁgh which s train
was passing and was able to see more than would meet the eye of a

. casual, though sympathetic, observer..
- At the back of one of the houses a young woman was.
kneeling on the stones, poking a stick up the leaden

.. waste+«pipe which ran from the sink inside and which -
I supposed was blocked. . . . She had a round pale

11 The Road to igan Pier. P 60.

12 Ybid. ,po 28 .



face, the usual exhausted face of the slum girl who
is twenty-five and looks forty, thanks to miscar-
riages and drudgery; and it wore, for the second

in which I saw it, the most desolate, hopeless ex-
pression I have ever seen. ' It struck me then that
we are mistaken when we say that 'it isn't the same
for them as it would be for us.'. . . For what I saw
was not the ignorant suffering of an animal. . + ..
She understood as well as 1 how dreadful a destiny’
it was to be kne2ling there in the bitter cold, on
the slimy stones of a; glum backyard, poking a ‘stick
up a foul drain-pipe

Orwell argued also that under such circumstances and because
public lavatories and dust-bins were generally a fifty-yerd walk
from the house, these people could hardly be expecced to have the
same degree of cleanliness as persons -to whom indoor plumbing was a
matter of eourse.v "It is equally certain that their circumstances

would not encourage self-respect."la

: It is difficult to select a passage from The Road to Wigkn -

Pier which adequately represents the living conditions of the unemployed
miners.' The houees were falling to pieces, floors tilted, walls damp
and peeling, and when the houses were undermined by old mine shafts,
the ground constantly shifted and slid the houses sideways. '

In Wigan you pase whole rows of houses which have slid

to starcling angles, their windows being ten or

twenty degrees out of the horizontal. Sometimes

the front wall bellies outward till it looks as

though ‘the house were seven months gone in preg-
nanev. . . ‘. When a house sinks at all suddenly

14 _I_b}_g-., ’ p‘o{ v61‘0 | :
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its windows are jammed for ever and the door has

to be refitted. . . . The story of the miner who

comes home from work and finds that he can only

get indoors by smashing down the front door with

an axe is considered humorous.
Orwell described families of eight or ten people living in three-
room houses and tried ?to»make the reader imagine what it would be
like to have so maﬁy people tfying to sleep, for iﬁstance, 1n.two
tiny bedrooms.’ When government agencies tried to evict them from
overcrowded housés. they failed because there were no vécant houses
to move into. ”And_the congestion in a tiny :oom'where getting frqm 
one side to the other is a complicated voyage between pieces of
furniture, with a 1line of damp washing getting you in the face every’;
time you move and the children as thick underfoot as toadstools!"16

The housing shortage in the minihg towns seemed to be the
worst problem, but even the dreadful squalor of the ramshackle, over=-
crowded, decrepit houses was better than the caravan~dwellings. These
Orvell call the "effects of the housing shortage at ﬁheir very worst."7
Out of a poﬁulation of apout eighty-five thousand persons in Wigan,
about one thousand lived in caravans. Each family had to pay as

much rent for an average of two hundred square feet of space as they

would have had to pay for a house, if one had been available. -

15 ypid., p. S8.

16 Ibid-, po 60.

17 1bid., p. 61.
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_ But the work ‘caravan' is very misleading.
It calls up a picture of a cosy gypsy-encampment
(in fine weather, of course) with wood fires cracke-
ling and children picking blackberries and many-
coloured washing fluttering on the lines. The
caravan~colonies in Wigan and Sheffield are not
like that. I had a look at several of them, I
inspected those in Wigan with considerable cate,
and I have never seen comparable squalor except in’
the Far East. Indeed when I saw them I was imme-
diately reminded of the filthy kennels in which I
have seen Indian coolies living in Burma. But, as’
a matter of fact, nothing in the East could ever be
quite as bad, for in the Bast you haven't got clammy,
penetrating cold to contend with, and the sun is a ;- -
disinfectant. « o0

The majority are old aingle~decker buses.
"+ » + Some are simply wagons with semi~circular - -
slats on top, over which canvas is stretched, so
. that the people inside have nothing but canvas
between them and the outer air. . . . One, for
instance, measuring fourteen feet long, had seven
people in it 1
Orwell believed that socialism was the only method by which
the increasing unemployment eould be curbed 1n England, but he had a
violent disgust for the sham and artificialty which characterized a
latge number of the socialist party members. His book caused a sensa~-
tion, the first part for its candor. and the second part because of its
examination of the English aocialist organizationl Orwell was not a
political theorist' and when he stated that socialism was the only
remedy for the povetty and squalor of the Working clasaes, he had in

mind an economic socialism. one which would be "indentified solely with

state ownership of 1ndustry w19

18} Ihido' ppo 62"63

-19 Geoffrey Crowther. "British Socialism on Trial,"” in British
‘ Socialism Today, compiled by Julia E. Johnson (New York, 1950), p. 144.
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In the second part of the book, Orwell examines socialists as
a whole and finds them to be insincere. He quoteS‘the general opinion

[

of many people who said, "I don't object to Socialism,‘but I do object

to Socialists."ZD

The people who feel this way are those who are
really interested in the ideology and who sympathize with itse central
Ivaims. They are the people who believe it would alleviate the poverty
of the poorer classea but who‘"always take to flight when Socialism

is mentioned n2l

In his foreword to the original edition of The Road to Wig;_

,Pier, Victor Gollancz states that Orwell found socialists "a stupid,

offensive, and insincere lot,"22

and a- majority of them cranks.
.1But Orwell did not say thdt socialists were cranks, only that cranks
were drawn to. aocialism., 'One sometimes geta tne impression that the
tumere words "Socialism" and Communism" drew towards them with magnetic
force every fruit-juice drinker, nudist, sanda1~wearer, sex-maniac,
Quaker,"Nature Cure' quack, pacifist, and feminist in England. "23

, Most socialists were membera of the middle«class who.clung to

their social prestige although,they theoreticaily wanted a classless

society. It was these people whom Orwell blamed as being responsible

20 The Road to igan Pier, p. 146
21

22

Ibid.

Ibid., p. %.
23

Ibid., p. 147
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for the lack of appeal in socialism. In 1936 socialism was less wide-
1y accepted than it had been dnriné'the‘previous‘decade. As Orwell
put it, "“The average thinking person 1s'ﬁo:'maréiy not a Socialist, he
is actively hostile to Socialism. " This was because there were a
number of intellectual, book-trained socialists who wéréiready to dis-
 ‘card the prééenﬁ”civilizétion completely, the good e;emeﬁfé along with
the bad: the "foaming‘déhéuhéérs.bf.fhe boﬁfgébisié;‘and the more-
water-in-your-beer reformers, . . the astute young social-literary
climbers who are Cémnuniéts‘ﬁoﬁ,‘aé'tﬁey’will be Fascists five years
henéeglﬁédéusé‘iébiéféllithe;gd.“zsk Those in sympathy with the essen-
" tial aims of socialism felt there was no room for them among this eype
of socialists. ‘

In the British general election of 1945, the Labour Party
‘received the majority of votes and returﬁed’to‘powéf for the first
time since 1924. A Gallup poll on the most important political issues
of the election showed these results: fortﬁ-ohé'percent believed
housing the major issue, thirteen percent said full employment, seven
'pEfceht said social security, and six percent said nationalization.
As many persons voted for the Labour Party as voted for the Conserva~

o . 26
tive and Liberal Parties combined.

2% Ivtd., p. 145.

25 1ped., p. 153,

26 William T. Morgan, "The British General Election of 1945,"
in Making of English History, p. 653. )
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Orwell, in an article written in 1948, stated that the fact
that half the electorate voted for Labour did not mean that they were
fiaottng for socialism. They were voting for full employment, bigger
old-age pensions, the raising of the school-leaving age, more social
and economic equality, and more democracy all round., They voted for
nationalization of industries as a way of bringing these things |
about.27 In the popular view, the Labour Party stood for ehérter worke
ing hours, a free health service, day nurseries, free milk for school
eﬁildren, rather than for socialism.

The British Labour Party had been built upon a faith in demo~
cratic socialism derived primarily from.ethical. humanitarian, reli~
gious, trade union, and radical-liberal roots, and was little affected
by Marxist doctrine. "It does not proceed with nationslization for its
own sake., Its purpose is to vest in the nation through Parlisment the
ownership and congrol of those factors in production which are vital
to the national life, and to compensate the displaced ouners. "28

The socialists gnd communists shared the belief that meanﬁ of
production should be publicly owned, but the communists differed in
their belief that. the change from private to public control of industry
wonld meet with violent opposi.tion and could be achieved only by use of

force. In lenin's view, the favorable time to seize power was when

27 preicle by Geprge Orwell, in British Socialism Today, p. 131.

28 porotd g, Laski, "It's Soctaliem, Not Communism," in British
§.9.°..!§..1_1.£E Today, p. 24. . o
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(1) the machinery of government was broken downj (2) the loyalty of
the army and .the general public was doubtful; (3) there was hostility
by the government by the masses, as could be demonstrated by strikes;
and (4) when it was obvious that the government had lost faith in
itself and could not maintain order.
Professor Laski stated that this formula could never work in
Britain because the country was used to political democracy, had a
literate and well-organized working class, and had faith in freedom.
Moreover, the Labour Party had not included communists within its
ranks because of their allegiance to Moscow and because of their dual
morality.g9 e |
-, ~Another writer explained the diffgrence suceinctly: 'What .
divides us from the Soviets is not their views on the matters I have
been discusﬁiﬁg,~but théir’viewé.on,my right to discuss them;";ou
~ . Orwell believed that any socialist revolution in England would
be bloodless because of the character of the English people. He
believed that a sort of ;evolution_was already in progréss. There is
a gentleness and sense of decency in the English which is illustrated
by.the‘goodfCempeted‘bus drivers and the fact that English:policemeh .
do not carry pistols. Thé people do not like to fight; they would .

much prefer to mind their own business. 'No politician could rise to

29 1bid., passim.
30 Crowther, p. l44.
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power by promising them conquests or military 'glory,’ no Hymn of
Hate has ever made any appeal to them, . '« ;'hTheir-wgr-sdngs are
'humordus."31 English literature has its share of battle-poems, but
the most famous concern disasters and lost battles. Orwell points
"IOut”that‘thefe'are no popular’ poems -about Waterloo or Trafalgar.

""" The English have a dislike of standing armies and would
" never tolerate a military class of swaggering officers with jingling
gpurs and heavy boots. '"A military parade is really a kind of
" ritual dance, something like 'a ballet, expressing a certain philoso-
‘'phy of 1ife. The goose*step;’for‘instance,’is oné of: the most
horrible sightS‘infthe world, far more :errifying:thah»a5dive~bomber."
"1t is simply an affirmation of naked power; contained.
in it, quite consciously and intentionally, is the
‘vision of a boot crashing down on a face. . « . Why
is the goose-step not used in England? There are,
‘ heaven knows, plenty of army officers who would be
only too glad to introduce some such thing. It is
not used because the people in the street would . - .
“laugh. . . « In the British army the drill is rigid
‘and complicated, full of memories of the eighteenth
century, but without definite swagger; the march is
‘merely a formalised walk. It belongs to a society
. which is ruled by the sword, no doubt, but a sword
" which must never be taken out of the scabbard.3?
'Orwell felt that the English would work for the establishment
of a democratic socialism when they realized hqw necessary and urgent

it was to do so. The English have always had a deep-seated respect

31 "England Your England," in A Collection of Essays, p. 262.

32 ypid., pp. 263-264.
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for law and order. To them, the law i{s incorruptible in spite of its
anachronisms and oceasional barbarity, and changes will come about
‘ 'péacefuliy.:”Chéngefis already on its way; the upper, conservative
ruling class is losing its ability to rule, and the middle class is
‘expanding. To én’incréaSing’degrEe,’the‘tich'apd‘the‘poof*ate
teading tﬁé“same:books,'enjbying'siﬁﬂlar'goods;’seeing?the;same‘films,
and hearing the same radio programs. This has resulted in a general
softeniﬁg of manners, and thg‘piddle,ahd‘yquins éiabéée'are draving
clbsef tbge§hér, There grefénly»hifew'ofv"thg'old-s:yIE»
'proleﬁafiap’{i-collgrlesb;‘unshayeq énd‘wi;hpunscles»warped by heavy
labour“33 still in exigtenég,lahd':hey were og}y'in the sections of

northern England in the atéas qf‘ﬁeavy'ihdustry,h

33 1bid., p. 282




CHAPTER V., ORWELL'S WARNINGS

After the Russian Revolution and following World War I, there
were groups of people in England who were sympathetic with the Russian
‘way of life. Many people believed that Russian socialism was lifting
Russian ’peaaants out of the poverty which they had endured during the
centuries of Czarist rule. These people decided that socialism was
_necessary in England to better the lives of their own working classes.

There was a decrease in sympathy for and growing disillusion-
ment about commnism during the 1930's, but the English people again
became sympathetic to the Russian way of life during the last years of
World War II, They had forgotten the Russian-German alliance of 1939«
the alliance had been shortelived-~and remembered only that Russia had
absorbed much of Germany's strength in the later yeai's of the war.
Thérefore, many English were so blinded by gratitude for Russia's actions
" that they ceased to be able to take an objective stand on Russian aims.

During the way, pressure was brought upon our

Press and Radio not to utter any criticism which might

upset our Soviet'ally's delicate temper. Books criti-

cal of the Stalin Regime were withdrawn from publi-

shers' lists; any mention of the fact that it was a

dictatorship, any reference to Russia being commu-

nistic, wanting international revolution or abandon~

ing international revolution, had to be carefully

avoided. The Press, led by Lord Beaverbrook, built

.up the myth of jovial "Uncle Joe" whose pipe outrivalled

in popularity even Churchill's cigar and Roosevelt's
cigarett holder, 1

1 Arthur Koestler, "A Way to Fight Suspicion," in Trail of
the Dinosaur (New York, 1955), p. 17.
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Arthur Koestler migrated to England during the war. He had
been a conmunist, bus’he was disillusioned and felt, subseomently,
the urgency of revealing the truth abouc communism. He t:ied to
warn the English that Russians did not feel any friendship fot them,
because they did not know anything about their British sllies except
ﬁﬁZc they were allowed to know, "As it passed through the filter of
the chiet censorship and through the controlled channela of the Tasa
Agency, the gentle cooing of the Western voices became transformed
into the barking of mad imperialist dogs."z

Koestler knew that as long as Rusaians received communications
:from the rest of the world through channela controlled by Soviet |
agencies, they_would never'receive she truth of the matter. "A former
comrade ofvm§ communist days asksd me resemtly wloh sn ironlc smile
what wculd be done to members of the communist paxty if 4 had my say.
I told him that I would condemn them all to one year of forced
reading."3 , .

AnotmerEnglishman who :eoognized the dangers inherent iﬁ |
communism'was Bettramd Russell.b He saW’the world moving in the di~-
rection of succumbing to a socialist totalitarianiem. |

Only those who remember the world before 1914 can’

adequately realize how much has already been lost,

In that happy age, one could 4ravel without a pass-

port, everywhere except in Russia. One could
freely express any political opinion, except in

2 1pid,

3 nrhe Candles of Truth,” in Trail of the Dinosaur, p. 44.
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Russia. Press censorship was unknown, except im

Russia. . . . The limitations of freedom in Czarist

Russia were regarded with horror throughout the rest

of the egivilized world, and the power of the Russian.

Secret Police was regarded as an abomination. Russia

is still worse than the Western World, not because

_ the Western World has preserved its liberties, but

because, while it has been losing them, Russia has

marched farther in the direztion of tytanny than any

- Czar aver thought of going.’ ‘

Bettrand”Russell streses that there had been a gulf befween
pre-tevolutionaty Rusaia and the West and that this gulf remains as
wide as ever because, although Russia has grown worse, the West has
lost much of its freedom.s . .

‘ 0:we111bé1ievgd that 1f all pecple could be happy as a normal
sﬁate, there wbuld be_nd,prbblem in tiyingrto form a ttuly‘democrati¢>
gbvefnment., He wasvaware'pf ;hé sympathetic attitude towa;d,nnssié
and knew that if he were to try to correct it thtdpgh satire, his ate
teﬁpt would have to be'faitly obvious, It waé not the time to indulge
in subtle propaganda, nor wauld it be satisfactory to write an obvious«
ly didactic novel. -

Animal . Farm was his first book in which he consciously united
art and policics. Orwell'believed;that_policical pu:poee wvas one of
the fourﬂmotiva:tonal‘forceé of writers of prose, and he defined it
as the "desire to push the wﬁrld 1n a_certain direction, to alter

other peopie'a'idéa of the kind of society that tﬁéyvahould strive

4 Bertrand Russell, "Symptons of Orwell's 1984,'' in Portraits
From Memory (New York, 1956), p. 221,

5

Ibino ¥ po 222‘
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after.. « « + No book is genuinely free from political bias, The
" opinion that art should have nothing to do with politics is in
it:self a political attitudec"ﬁ :

The approach taken in Animal Parm was necesaary because of the
popular feeling t:har. Stalinism vhould not. be criticized openly, but
peoplc had to be reminded that the methods of-the Soviets would not
bring .about' univeraal happiness. Orwe‘ll- insisced that a socialist
government ‘could be democratic; He was a rampant enemy of totali-
t:aricn Mer of any kind, whether imperialist or cmﬁmnist, and h}e»
| believed that decency of action in human relationships was the basic
force by which world~wide happiness could be achieved.

In an article about the modern phenomenon of "anti‘-‘-utopianism,"
Eugene Webeir explains why five modern authoca cuggested that utopian
govermneocs should be preventcd’rathcc than created. The authors were
George Bernard Shaw;- Hio G Wells, Aldous Huxley,‘.Arthnr Koest:lcr, and
- George chell. These men bel-i.eved that mankind had to ¥eject a cen-
trally controlled republic, such as the one Plato described, because
there was no room for individuality in such a system.

Theae five writera were, or have been, socialists to some
degree, Arthut Koestler represented pessimism reaching an extremity
in tha reject:ion of man, 'Ihe antiuutopian shawa a distortion of pro-

gress and t:he development of man, and the tragedy of the central

6 "Why I Write," in A COllect:ion of Essay__, p. 316,

7 F.uge.ne Weber, "The Anti»Utopia of the Twent:ieth Century,"
South Atlantic Quarterly, Summer 1959, p. 44l. ‘
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character in Darkness at Noon, for example, was his defeat by the

over-development of social and political organizations. Personal

freedom was crushed in Brave New World and in 1984. This, all five

authors agreed, was the principal danger of totalitarianism, and in
these two books, the fight against uniformity was defeated, There
was little chaﬁce for success to begin with, as the concept of pro-
gress had been distorted.

The anti-utopian, like the utopian, writers reflected the
controversy of‘reconciling organization and freedom~~free enterprise
in 8 planned society. The development of anti-utopianism was not
surprising as the age during which 1£ waé éreated éas becoming dise-
illusioned with the increasing émnipotencé’of the human mind, This
type of literature was wholly skeptical and demonstrated that dreams
could lead either to nightmares or to frustrated waking. Mankind -
had'finaily awakened, after centuries of utopian fantésies; to the
fact that it was humanly impossible to design an ideal society.

The anti-utopianists realized that nothing else could 50
expected from the £anc1fui dreams of perfect governments. These
elements and emotions were not to be found in earlier utopiaé, which
expressed either approval or disapproval of the existing state of

affairs but never feared the direction in which they might develop.'

i

'8 x’bm.f, Pp. ’442-444 | p_a_g '

9 G. Woodcock, "Five Who Fear the Future," New Republ:lc
April 16, 1956, p. 17.
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There were three things Orwell wanted to say in Animal Farm
and in ;ggg. First of all; he knew that the socialism in England
céntaiﬁed the seeds of totalitarianism. People's thoughts wére
gradually molded into unified ideas as their needs were taken care
of by a central power. From this point, it waé not difficult to
dictate theixr pleasures and}then‘their4whole lives. Secondly, it had
to be made clear that :he worst aspect of totalitarianism was that it
would not hesitate to destroy the innermost recesses of the mind.
Finally, the method of thinking adopted and enforced by totalitarian
governments threatemed the populace with total moral corruption.
Animal Farm and, to a greater degree, 1984 were both projections into
an existence which contained Stalinism following an immediate past
that had witnessed the height of Nazism.

Orwell's strongest criticism of communism was its failure to
interpret human motives. Religion, moral codes, patriotism, and
 similar values were discarded by communists as being a hypocritical
'cover for the pursuit of econoﬁic,intereata by capitalists.

In 1944, Orwell e#pressed the opinion that, although Engiiah
writers had recently turned out a great dgal‘of poligic&l'literature,
they had produced little of either,aésthetic or hist§r1c value>and
" that none of these writers had witnessed totalitarianism fromjtha

~inside.

10 waArthur Roestler," in Dickens, Dali and Others (New York,
1946), pp. 185ff. : _ , .

P

{
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The story told in Animal ggggvprdgresseh gaily although the
reader never loses sight of the purpose. It tells how animals cap-
ture Manor Farm from the drunk and incompetent farﬁer; change the
name to Animal Farm, and establish a model community in which all
animals are equal, It tells how two pigs, Snowball and Naéolébn, gain
cbnttol of the revolt and fight each other to determiné mastery. The
ahimal characters fit their human counterparts cleverly, and there is
mocking eimilarity between what the pigs preach and what contemporary
politicians wefe urging. ‘ AR
' The book was popular as soon as it appéard; ’Ii'é&p a short

story about animals. TIts satire was directed primarily against.
Ruésia, but it was also directed against revolutions of all:typés,
even against,hpmanlgovernment in general.

Animal Farm, unintentionally and, at first, surprisingly, was
more popular than Orwell's more ambitious works. it‘wasfﬁot written
in his usual manner, but was the m03£'effective'in prcmot1hg“the '

'ideas to which he vas dedicated, He loved what he was writing; and -
he had not written seriously'fét'ée§érAi‘years;: ; o

The tradition of the animal fable is as old as Aesop in Western
literature and had been used in Engiénd‘since'éhe middié’agéb:' Each
aniﬁéilhgé a Ebrréépéndihg hﬁméﬁ;t§bé;:ﬁo matter how many animals
afe includéd. drwell restates the tradition at the‘BegihhiﬁgIBy
céllingvan aésémﬁly of the animalﬁ. vAhgthey\convéne, Ofwe11 briefly

| giveé a'éggrACtefistlcvtiait'of each, LThete‘is Hajor; thé'majeétic’

old pig who started the idea of revolt. He "was twelve yeafs old and
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had lately grown rather stout, ., ., . The two cart-horses, Boxer
and Clover, came in together, walking very slowly and setting ddwn
their vast haify hoofs with great care lest there should be some
small animals concealed in the atraw,"ll

Benjamin, the donkey. . . was the oldest animal on

the farm, and the worst tempered. . . . He seldom

talked. . . and never laughed. . . . _Mollie, the

foolish, pretty white mare who drew /the farmer's

trap, came nincing daintily in chewing at a lump

of sugar. . . and began flirting her white mane.

Last of all came the cat, who locked around, as

usual, for the warmest place, and finally squeezed

herself in between Boxer and Clover; there she

purred contentedly throughout Major's speech withe

out listening to a word of what he was saying.lz

The reader delights to see each animal Behave in a manner
typical of its nature, and the animal kingdom becomes a parody of
the successful meeting of the political»oppositions the leaders
of the opposition use bait to attract tﬁe péople, turn on an orator,
in this case Squealer, to cohfuse them, and then send them heme
full of happy ideas of revolt.

Although Orwell's abiiity as a deacriptive writer is acknow-
ledged, his ability as a story teller is one of the popular features
of the book. The structure, as well as the story, is tightly ﬁuvenh-
the beginning is echoed at the end to finish the fable neatly, The
various levels are similarly tounded out 8o that the Story'and'all

its implications move in ccmﬁlete'revolutions on their planes;13

13 Braﬁder, p. 172.
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A few days after the assembly, °1_d Major dies, ;md ‘the‘ two
younger boars take over. Napoleon and Snowball are the Stalin and
Letiin of the story. Napoleon is "not much of a talker, but. , . has
& reputation for getting h‘isbway.'?lz’ Snowball is ‘iqtel;].gctuallly .
quicker, but he is "not considered to have the same depth of charace
ter.“15 It is Snowball who paints “thse‘co;unan&‘:‘nent‘:s on the barn wall
and sunm(arivz’es‘ them with the thbt_to: All animals are equal} who pre=-
pares the animals for Farmer Jones attempt to recover his proper'ty;
who leads them in the attack and who is wounded. };apéiedn 18 mnot
mmtimed',mée during the'atl‘:ack." .‘ | | o :

As the siﬁuatidn on the £arm :devglops,‘ s‘néwbéil organizes
numerocus groups and committees: ‘The Egg Production Committee for the
hens, The Clean Tail League for the cows, and The Whiter Wool Movement
for the sheep. Napoleon is not interested in this action and, realizing
that education of the young is more ‘importa‘nt‘:‘ than that of adults, he
eventually gains his ambition for power by gducat::lng a litter of young
hounda to be his police Vforce. Three dogs, at Napgleqh'é ot_ders, chase
avay Snowball at the very height of his altruistic efforts in behalf
:of the other animalss he had recogniged that t‘h‘ev living c_onditioﬁs of
the animals were no bettgt“than they had been during Farmer Jones' time
and suggested that a windmill be built :ln order g:o‘gi.ve warmth, food,
and comfort to all of the animals. |

_ The Snowball theme is the denigration of the fallen hero, and

14 Animal Farm, pp. 25=26.
13 ...

Ibid.
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Napoleon's aide, Squealer, works herd to reverse the accepted concept
held by the animals about Snowball. Nepoleon claims that the windmill
idea was his own and that Snowball tried to take credit for it. Snow=
,bell becomes the seape-goat,_the'soutce of all‘eyillanq‘miafortune, and
Napoleon is built up as the leader who thought °fe411,:5§ inprovementa
and who is the father of the farm. Snonbell‘ie blameo notlonly.nhen
.the windmill blows over in a storm, but also'for‘trampling the gardens,
; breaking eggs, contaminating the water supply, and spoiling the grain.
He is accused of trying to undermind Napoleon 8 programs end plans; he
is ‘even denounced as having spied for the neighboring human farmers
from the very beginning of the revolt.r | B

. Boxer is the eymbol of the person who has gteat physical
strength and kindness but who is too naive to be safe. When the hounds |
are set upon him for some obacure reason, he fights them off and frees
one ttapped under his huge hoof only when Napoleon orders it. He
'still can not think evil of anyone'i everything end everyone 8 actions
are for the best. Nor can he comprehend that his innocent questions
and atatements that he does not think Snowball was a traitor are
dangerous. He never really knows why the doga were set upon him.
~Boxer is the exprescion of Orwell's liberal belief in people, and
he believes ‘that the ‘masses of people like Boxer would gradually awaken
and struggle against the rulers .and their propaganda.
When Napoleon encountexs opposition to his plana and his

~ govermment, he deals with it harshly, Four young pigs oppose the

abolition of Sunday meetings' several hens feel that Napoleon 8 selling
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their egés is unfair so lay them on the rafters and let theﬁ roll
off and smash on the floor. The pigs,and hens are murdered by the . -
hounds as are several other animals, but not before they confess
to collaborating with Snowball., The rest.of the animals are forced
to watch thepproceedings, and when it 4@ over,: they are shocked.

In the old days there had often been scenes of -
bloodshed equally terrible, but it seemed to all
of them that it was far worase now that it was
happening among themselves. . . .
These scenes of terror and slaughter were not what
they had looked forward to on that night when old _ -
Major first stirred them to rebellion. If /Clover/

.. herself had had any picture of the future, it had
been of a society of animalas set free from hunger
and the whip, all equal, each working according to -

~ his capacity, the strong protecting the weak, as

- ."ghe had protected the lost brood of ducklingswwith -
her foreleg on the night of Major's speech. Instead
wegshe did not know why-<they had come to a time when
no one dared speak his mind, when you had to watch
your comrades torn to pieces after confessing to
shocking crimes. . . , It was not for this that
-gshe and all the other animals had hoped an’dtoiled.lﬁ :

The character of Squeaier, as his name impliea,‘is'that of
the modern propagandist whose business it is to explin aﬁay the .
worst facts and situatioﬁs with the best of yhypoéfitical reasons.
He represents a fémiliar type with "vety round'cheeks,'twinkling
eyes, nimble movements, and a éhr%}l voice. 2 £3é7'a‘brilliantj

talker. + « + The others said of'Squealet_that he ccﬁld:turn black

‘into white.,"7

: 161bid.’ PP. 83-85,

17 Ibido‘. p. 260
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.. One of Squealer's duties is to Justify Napolean 8 increasingly
human characteristics, When Napaleon announces one morning that he
will occupy the farmer's home and sleep on a bed, theianimals remeuber‘
that one of Snowball's rules statés that no animal shell lie oﬁwa‘beda
When they go to tﬁe barn wall to see what is writtén thefe, th§y‘£ind
the wording has been amended to réad that no enimal shall sleeﬁ ina

bed betwoen sheets. Squealer dnguiéeé’the‘ambitioué"Napoléon'é1e1~

" . bowing his way into power by. talking about democracy, 1iberty, equality,

fraternity, classless societiea, and other ideals. He keeps reminding

o the animals’ that their living conditions have impraved, although in

fact they-have noti The organized prevarication is a baaic factor iﬂ :
totalitarianism‘ it keeps the masses: quiet, satisfied and hAppy by
. making them less conscious of and curious about what is going on |
outside their own limited world" N )
'Napoleon'graduélly'acquires human §raité and the ﬁabit§ which.k
the antmals had revolted against in the begiming. 'I.’he. end nf the
_story finds Napolecn so changed ‘that the other animala ‘can not distin-v
guish him from the human beings, ‘Fot the sake of the-lesa»intelligent
animals the commandments had been sunmarized as: "Two lega bad four
legs good," but in the meantime, Napoleon had !earned to’ walk on two:
_vlegs; Therefore, the motto is changed to read: "Four legs good, two .
legs better." The animals also found that the commandments had been
erased from the barn wall'andthad‘been';éplaced by the legend: "All

animals are equal, but some animals"aré,mnre'equal.tﬁin othere."18

18 mid., p. 123,
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This gives Napoleon the superiority andvpower he had so carefully
nurgured. | -
1984 was written three years after Animal Farm at a time
vhen Orwell was very 111 and refused to allow himself opbbttunity
to recuperate. He refused also to be lionized follaéing the suce
cess of Animal Farm and preferrved to retire to a lonely, inconvenient,
and,ifor him; unhealthy island off the coast of Sc&tiéﬁda"Tha'book
'is usually thought to be a pfed&tion”df‘whac Orwell'thdught'éhe wor1d
 would be in the y’eaff‘lész; should current ideologies and policies |
‘continue to develop alongvpreseht'linééi"HoweVéf;liﬁ‘seems'to‘be
‘more a commentary on the contemporary world-wide situation drawing
" to a logical conclusion. The author denied that the situation was
inevitable or permanent; he felt that it was poséiblé;'bﬁt'tﬁééfsléiery
could never be a stable basis‘fotaséciety. IO
The world of 1984 is dividéd”into‘thrée greatgéuﬁeisﬁatés;
" Britain, renamed Airstrip One, is part of Oceania, asfate‘iha North
~and South American continénts“hnd*Soﬁth'Afiica. ‘Thié‘édﬁéfsiate is
" constantly at war with one and allied with the othef éf»the'bthéf
" two states, Eurasia and Eastasia: These two statesicoﬁpriﬁaﬁthe~
yemainder of the world excpet for a strip of territérf'ftam the Medie
 terranean Sea east to and including India'over which'the”thrée’;hpefé
states fight and which acts'as the battlefield foruthe,néverienaing
" ‘warsi The inhabitants of Oceaniz are never quite aware of which of

‘the other states they are‘battling; nor do they‘reallyiéare‘as“they

care as they are never actively imvolved intit, -
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The society which Orwell created most perfectly expressed
'freedom by govefning without laws; although, stfictly speaking,
- nothing was illegal, there were certain acts for vhich a person
could be sevérely punished because they were against the better
interests of mankinﬁ. | |

The city of London has been reduced to an econémic»state o
‘certainly no better than it was during the worst years of World War
ITaand probab1y mu§h worsé. 7I£ is éompletely diiapidaéed,{and there
are rows of rotting houses with falling plaster, leaking,roqfa, broken -
' wiﬁdowpanea patche& with cardboard, and éaggiug fences. This may well
have been an ordinary sight in sections of war:imerLondon; in fact,
Orwell has been criticized for his lack of imagination in this dee
scription of the future, but his purpose may have been to prgsént a
more or less familiar background which would very éffectively ghorten
the distanca between the present and»ghe future, the real and the.
imaginary. Only the peqﬁle have changed,  and the diffefence is con~
Siderabiy sharpened in this way; they are all informers, cowards, and
.spies. | '  ‘ o
It was characteristic of Orwell that the hero of 1984, Winston
- Smith, was completely unheroic., He was a frail man nearing middle
age, and he had a varicose ulcer on his right ankle.. ﬂia work in
the Ministry of Truth consisted of altering’old news items to cone

form to newer facts, so that no one could ever know or prove that the

Party line had been changed or that a historical fact had been
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rectified. He disliked the job and what it stood for, and tried to
make contact with a revolutionary secret brotherhood which he had
heard existed.

| “In his desperate desire to rebel in some way, Winston started
to keep a personal diary. The book was an old«fashioned remnant of a
past age, and Winston bought it at an antique shop, The very act of
creative writing had so completely disappeared that indulging in such
an’activity was gxtremely suspicious, Books written for art's sake
did not exist§ at least they were not available to members of the
' Party.” In order to remain hidden from the ever-watching telescreen
" while he wrote, Winston had to set in an alcove beydhd its'scope.’ He
knew‘thefe would be no use in his trying to hide the book; so whenever
he left the room; he placed a speck of dust on the cover, placed the
book in a drawer, and hoped he would be able to tell if someone had
seen the book. .

' The diary itself was a fallure. Winsten, in trying to write
what he remembered factually about the past, became confused, and
his writing was simply aﬁ expression of his frustration. It is-
symbolic; however, of his struggling individuality, as is his love
of old bric~a-brac and vaguely remembered nursery rhymes,

Itwould be interesting to quote at this point a passage from

an article entitled "Confession of a Chinese College Student," which

- appedred in the communist Liberation Daily during 1949.

" Not quite two weeks after I had entered the Corps
a squad leader . . . told the members . . , that
"'. " he had the right to examine om Behalf of the
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organization all our letters and diaries, Our ope

position to this was very strong, and we went to

headquarters to complain. There we were told?

"Have you not joined the revolution? Is not your

intention to serve the people? There can be noe

thing in your mind or possession which cannot be

made fully public. In your letters and diaries

are your true thoughts, and if you are true re-

' .volutionariss you need not be afraid of these

”thoughts "

The yough then went on to say that he went home, opened his
diary and was horrified to find written there on the title page his
"ttue thoughts“ "'Respect your preatige. Do not peep 'I stated
at those words, then reaolutely picked up a pen snd scratched them
off." The next time he made an entry into the diary, he wrote about
the necessity of eacrificing all individuality and freedom in order
to be eble to "join the group wholeheartedly."20

‘ B Tha parallel between this diary incident and Winston 8 wish
’ to start a diary to preserve his individuality is so close that one

might wonder if Orwell vead the article, |

| The contact made with Julia and the affair that follows was
against all the dictates of the Party and the Anti*Sex League, but
_ for Winston it was only another act of political defiance until he
discovered the meaning of loyalty to another individuall The Party \
insisted on chastity because the hysteria which resulted from it was

more easily controlled than the privste feelinge betweeu individuals.

19 Quoted by Robert F. Glecknet, "1984 or 1948?" College
English, November 1956, pp: 97-98.

20 1pi4., p. 98,

)
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Julia's reasons for indulging were no more noble at the beginning
than were Winston's. She was a cunning'girl who insisted on*gétting
vhat she wanted; and she had an instinct for the little hypocrisies
_needed: to carry on her own method of rebellion.
"1 do voluntary work three evenings a week for *
the Junior Anti«Sex League. Hours and hours
I've spent pasting their bloody rot all over
London., I always carry one end of a banner in
the processions. - I always look cheerful and 1
never shirk anyth;ng; Always‘yell with‘thevcrowdzlr
that's what I say. It's the only way to be safe.”"
It was Julia who arranged the clandestine meetings to evade
the telescteens, hidden microphones, -and heliocopters used for spying
by the Thought Police. » ;. ’ .
Their whole affair is very similar to that of Gordop Comstock
and Rosemary in Keep the Aspidistra Flying. There is the same meeting
in the office cogridor, the giril aiipping the note 1ntqbthe man's
hand, and the ensuing holiday in the country. Winston and ‘Gordon
, ate_yety similax in looks and peisoua}ity; ‘The gir1 £akes the initia-
tive in both storles, Winston was afrald of Julia because he thought that |
she was a membe: of the fhought Police qnd that her glances and attention
were caﬁaed by suspicion. Until he had’a'chance.to read the note, he
though:'she was & person who was_spying pn'his activitiés¢ - ‘For Gordom,
only self-consciousness had prevented him from taking_the first atep. {

Winston's search for truth through a personal rebellion, his

attempts to remember the past, his investigation of the heretical Golde

stein book on the Theory and Practice of Collective Oligarchy make up

21 1984 (New York, 1961), p. 101,
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the first part of the book.  Everything about him is depressingly
average and ordinary, except his rebelliousness which shows itself
at the very beginning. Old pictures recall vaguely remembered -
scenes, but he is confused in his memory of his own family because
there is no stimulus to bring to his conscious mind anything but
old misery and his childhood selfishness.

Unexpectedly, Winston doea find the truth he is searching
for, but it lasts no longer than a minute or two. The Goldatein
book does not tell him much except how the Party functions' it does
not tell him why. During one of his meetiugs with Julia in their
hidden toom,‘he realizes, vhile casually watching a pro;etatian‘
woman singing in her yard, ehatfali peqple under Ehe sky are the.
"same whethe:»they are in Eastasia, Eurasia, or Oceania. They.are
unaware«of each other's existence, and the walls of hatred, preju-
dice, lies, and propaganda which separate them can be rema§ed only-
by the maeses of proletarian people because they are the\only'one3~
who are not subjected to the propaganda of the Party.23=- ’ L

Howevet, because they are. kept satisfied with food and cheap
entertainment by. the ParLy. they are not concerned with trying to
improve gheir lot. It would take a long.time, indeed there wguld
“have te be.e;mieaculous ebange, for theii revolt tovteke.place.

But, Winston learned, all hope lay in them as they were:che«only ones

ld

.22 1p44;, p. 181.
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who knew the feeling of loyaity towards each other instead of towards
a party, country, or even an idea. This one glimpse is all Winston
has of the truth, and it is as close to the truth as he ever comes.

If there was hope, it lay in the proles! ~Without
having read to the end of the book, he knew that
that must be Goldstein's final mes: message. The fue

~ ture belonged to the proles. And could he be sure ,
that whey their time came, the world they constructed
would not be just as alien to him, Winston Smith, as

~ the world of the Party? - Yes, Bscause at the least

it would be a world of aanit.y _

_ At this point, he and Juli.a are captu:ed by the Thought
Police, who had witnessed their rebellion for a long time, and the
process of re-education, or brainwashing, begins. ':Wipstqnibabrely’
has time to realize that his relationship with Julia has been known

for a long time and that he_had_lpng been suspected for treasonable
_1deas and practices. ‘

. Winston's educator, O'Brien, is:a man who Winston had thought
vas a fellow rebel. It is O'Brien who lends him the Goldstein book,
_but in reality, he is a fanatical member of the Inner Party engaged
“in torturing the minds and spirits of his victims. It is he who,
learning of Winston's dissatisfaction with and curiosity ebout the
Party, enéburages him by pretending to Aay_mpathiz,ek with his desire
for individual freédom., He is ;‘hg equivalent of the 33@113:19;3&10:
~ of the Inquisition. Winston's long drawn-out tgtmf:é;:j.).lp_at:a‘tes the

~climax of Orwell's document on the destruction of the human spirit by

23 1bid., p. 181,
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the totalitarian state, By the time his education is complete,
Winston has been degraded to & physical and mental wreck.. One of
the first things he had written in his diary was “freedom is the
f:eedom wo say that.two plus»two make four. If that is granted,
~all else foliows;?'z4 By the time his education islfihiahed,;W1nston
wiil'say that two plus two will make anything the Paoty.wants it to
make, | | L .

He and‘Julia had believed ﬁhat»thefinnermost*oihd~'or~the
soul, were inwiolable, "'They can’t get inside you,‘ she had said,
But they could get inside you. “What happens to you heresia foreve:,'
'O'Brien had said. ‘That was a true*word. There were things. your
-own acts, from which you- could not recover, Scmethzng 'was' killed in

~your breaat~ ‘burnt out, cauterized out"2>

Winston iéialioWeaotb'
wander;around,"free" to show the general populaco haw,o.man,can bo saved
ffomﬂhis'own treacerous ﬁhoughts; Hexrealized"nevotthéleos,Athat in
7 ra ahort time he would be’ completely removed from the‘acene, he would

‘ cease. to exist-'

N 1

In hia ktudy of 1984 Robett F. Gleckner stated that. Orwell'
;purpose was neither to prophesy nov merely to attack the Soviet sys-
| The book was a watning of what could happon if socialism became
'a political system by means of which a small minority became a power-

— - O IR I TP SR CR TR SO

: qul totalitarian govetnmant;

24 Ibid., .2 69.

25 Iﬁid,, P. 239,
'26

.Gleokner, P 96.
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Erich Fromm agreed with this opinion saying that "unless the
course of history changes, men all over the world will lose théir

most human qualities, will become soulless'automatons, and will not

even be aware of 1t4"27

‘Stalin said, on the tenth anniveréary of the Bolshevik
revolutioni

.+ A revolution in the past generally ended by the res«
placement at the seat of administration of one group
of exploiters by another group of exploiters. ‘The -
exploiters were changed, the exploitation remainéd.

80 it was at the time of the movement for the libera-
tion of slaves. So it was at the period of the peaes
sant risings. So it was in the period of the wells
known "great' revolutions in England, in France; in
‘Germany, . « o The October revolution is different -
in principle from these revolutions. It sets as

. its goad not the replacement of one form of exploitas
tion by another . . . but the gnnihilation of every
form of exploiting group, the establishment of the'
dictatorship of the proletatiat, the establishment of
the power. of the most revolutionary class of all; the -
hitherto existing oppressed classes, and the organi~
zation- of a new classless socialist society,

 0rwe11 had believed that the exploitation would cease when
va aocialist‘government came into power, but he had beep disillugtoned
in Spain,:and}he wrotes ‘;In:eaéh grégtvfevolutionary struggle,‘ﬁhe
masses, are led on by vague dreams 65 human brotherhood, and then, when
ﬁhe new ruling'clads is well established in power, they are thrust back

n29

into servitude,"””. But his fear lay also in the eventual elimination

- 27 Erich Fromm, "Afterword," 1984, p. 257.

Quoted in Francis Williams, Socielist Britain (New York,

29 "Second Thoughts on James Burnham " in Shootiug an Eleg nt, p. 123,
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of objective truth in all countries. 'And he saw this coming about
not only through force, but because of the moral and intellectual
obliquity of the average man."30

The horror of 1984 is direct and seems close to home because
"the pélice~state and comspicucuse-production kind of dictatorship" is
not,unknown'.31 The Inmer Party definitidn of power was that power was
an end and not a means to an end power existed for its own. sake and
enabled those who poasesses it to inflict whatever horrcr they wished
on those who did not have 1t.

Koestler stated that no bther work aince Kafka' "In a Penal
Settlement" contained such horror.‘

I believe that future histcrians of 11terature will .

regard Orwell as a kind of wissing link between -

Kafka and Swift. For . . . it may well be true ‘'

that "it is closing time in the gardens of the West,

. and from now on an artist will be judged only by

the resonance of nis solitude or the quality of his-

despair.32 :

However, Eoestler differentiates between.Orweil'a~despair and
‘Kafka's. . Orwell was comstructive, and he never lost faith in "the

. . e

knobby«faced yahoos with their bad teeth."3‘ His 1ife had been de«
voted to fighting for human justice and decency and defending the -

underdogc

30 Gieckner, p. 98.

o Martin Kessler, "Power and the Perfect State," Political
Science ggatterlx, December 1957. p. 570.

32 Arthur Koeatler, A Rebel's Death," in Trail of the Dinosaur,
p. 104. '

33

Ibid., p. 105.

———
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The world is now moving toward the realization of Orwell's
nightmare~~one need only to read the front page of a newspaper*-
and because the movement is so gradual, people have yet to realize how
far they have progressed in the direcﬁion‘

. The dangers are real-«they are indeed greater than
at any previous time in human history-<but yilelding

. to hysteria increases them:; It is ocur clear duty
in this difficult time, not only to kmow the dangers,
but to view them calmly and rationally, in spite of
knowledge of their magnitude, Orwell's world of
1984; if we allow it to exist, will not exist lgzg(
It will only be the prelude to universal death,

Otwell professed no religion,35 but all through his works ‘are
.exhibited a basic hnmility, compasaicn, and self-mortification which
‘allowed him to reject compromising between his fight for individuality
and fteedom of expression and his fight for his life¢ Had he retired
to the sheltered atmosphete of a sanatotium, he would probably have
lived longer, but he could not heve written his warnings;

Had he proposed an epitaph for himself, uy guesa is
that he would have chosen these lines from old . '
. Major's re¥olutionary anthem, to be sunt to a -

. stirring tune, something between "Clementine" e
and ¥La Cucuracha": » ,

'; Rings shall vanish from our noses, hi'_iw
‘ And the harness from our backa.‘. Y

‘ For that day we a11 mst labor,,
" Though we dle before it break;
 Cows and horses, geese and turkeys
. All must toil for freedom's sake,30

EE T

34 Russell, p. 228.

35 "Such, Such Were The Joys, p. 44,
36 | R

Koeatler, p. 105.
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