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COLOBEL FIELDING LEWIS

., There is a two-fold reason for the assertion that to the
student of American History, and especially of those chapfers
dealing with the 0l1d Dominion, & study of the life of Fielding
Lewis should prove one of value and intense interest. First,
there is the contribution which this colonial patriot made to
the Revolutionary Cause. To too great an extent we associate
heroismvin & time of strife with courage on the battlefield.

The 1ife of Fielding lLewis is a story of courage‘on the side

lines, & courage none the 1éss true because it lacks military

glory as a setting. But aside from his personsl contribution,

the associations of Fielding Lewis with the VWashington family

meke him an interesting figure o those who would analyze the

factors that played & part in the life and work of the "father

of his country.” A study of his life can be little more than

that of & series of episodes. As such it will be told, with

the hope that through these the reader can catch ths spirit of

the maen and of the time and place which bred him and his fellows.
According to & tradition in the Lewis family in America,

the name "Lewis" originated in France, and wes originslly spelled

"Louis™ meaning strong or brave. After the family removed to

Wales the name became Anglicized and was changed to "Lewis."l
General Robert Lewis, the progenitor of the Americen branch |

of the Lewis femily, was the son of Sir Ldward Lewis, knighted

by James I in 1603, and Lady Anne', daughter of the Larl of Dorset.

Around 1636 he left Erecon, Vales, and went to reside in london,

1 Yhe weneology of the Lewis Family. According to iir. reyton in
his History of Augusta County, the family were originally French
Huguenots who fled from France after the revocation of the edict
of Hantes, 1685. All other authorities I have consulted on this
matter state that the first Lewist@come ‘toAmerica, left ¥ales
about the middle of the 17th century.



where he desired to practice 1aw.: A short time thercafter,
heving obtained & grant from Charles I, under whom he had
previously served, of 33,333 1/3 acres of land in Gloucester
County, Virginia. he emigrated té América and settled in Abing-
don or Ware parish, Gloucester, where hs lived until his death.
His son, John Lewis, Senior, was bora in England where later he
recoived his educetion. In 1616, he married Isabells ¥Werner,
probably the danghter of the Captain Augustine Warner, also &
¥Welshman, who was & member of the House of Burgesses from York
County in 1652, and again from Gloucester in 16568, '59, and a
member of the Royel Council in 1654, '60.> Isabella Warner was
the heiress of the famous mansion in Gloucester known as Warner
Hall, and it was here that she and John Lewis lived until his
death in 1725.2 Major John Lewils, Junior, the son of John Lewis
and Isabells VWiarner, was born in Gloucester, Virginia, November
30, 1669. He was the lawyer with whom Chancellor Wythe, the
famous teacher of Thomas Jefferson, John ilarshall, James lonroe
and Henry Clay, studied, and was prominent in his day a&s a
burgess snd member of the Royal Couneil.3 He married Frances
Her husband lived until 1754,
Fielding (supposed surname) who died in 1731. Fielding ngis,
the subject of this study, was the third son of their union.
He was born on July 7th, 1725.

l. ©. H. Green, Historical Famillies of Xentucky, pp. 84-8B5
2. Robert A. Lancaster, Historical Virginia Homes and Churches,
o The HMemoirs: of the Long Island Historical Association, Vol.IV,

give a different story, i.e. that Warner Hall was built by John Lewis
3. Memoirs: of the Long Island Historicel Associstion, Vol. IV, ~



.

Of the early life of Fielding Lewis nothing definite has dbeen
written, and 8 study of available metferial haé brought to light
no information on this subject. However, there is no reason to
suppose it was in any vital way different from that of the son of
the average Virginia gentleman of
the early 18th century. VWarner Hell where he probably spent his
boyhood, has been described as "a mansion" of twenty-six rooms."d
Around 1676 a certain Henry Peasley left six hundred acres in
Gloucester County fbr the maintenance of a school for the children
of Abingdon or Ware parish. This school, which became known as the
"Peasley School", continued its work for eighty yesars, that is,
until about 1756, aﬁd it is possible that the young Lewises, whose
home was in Abingdon parish, were among the scholars who attended
there.z It is mlso possible that Major John lLewls, having several
sons, followed the example of other Virginia planters and employed
a tutor. ¥when his elementary education was completed, Fielding
probably sought the higher learning at one of two places. It is
possible that he attended the College of William and iery, which
had been esfablished at Williamsburg in 1693, a charter having been
granted from the English Crown és a result of the efforts of the
clergy and burgesses under the direction of Commissary James Blair.5
The other possibility is that young Fielding lLewis went to England

to receive his education at the institution which his grandfether,

1. Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Association, Vol. IV,

2. Chandler and Thames, Colonisl Virginia, page 107. ,
3. Ibid, page 108. A4According to Hr. E. G. S~wew, the present 1libra-
rien of the College of #illiam and lary, the name of Fielding Lewis
is not on the printed list of students of the early yesrs. This,
however, should not be considered conclusive proof that he was not

a student there, &s the list of studente of the first fifty years is
exceedingly incomplete, the manuseript records of the college for
that period having been 2lmost 81l destroyed.



John Lewis, Senior, had attended.

In 1746 Fielding Lewis went to Fredericksburg, Virginia.
¥With him went his bride, Katherine‘ﬁaahington, the daughter of
John Vieshington of "Highgate"™ in Gloucester County, and of Cath-
erine Whitney, and a cousin to the later famous George Washington.
In Fredericksburg the young couple settled in & comfortable home
on Charles Street. Fielding set up as a mérchant and became & very
guccessful business men. Katherine Lewis only lived three years
after her marrisge. ©f the three sons born of this union, John,
| born June 22, 1747, Francis, Hovember 26, 1748, and VWarner, Hovember
27, 1749, only one, John, survived his infancy. On May 7, 1750,
the young widower remarried, this time to George tashington's only
sister, Betty, then "& handsome maiden of eeventeen."l Around
1735 Augustine Washington had left Wakefield and moved, with his
second wife, six sons, and daughter Betty to Pine Grove, a large
plantation located on the banks of the Rappahannock opposite Fred-
ericksburg. In 1743 Augustine Washington died, and from that time
on, iary Washington, not yet thirty-six, menaged the large estate,
and performed the part of both fether and mother to her large
family of sons and her spirited daughter.a As Betty was only sixteen
months younger than her brother George, it is probable that he of
all the brothers was most often her'playmate and companion. This
companionship is a delightful field for the historian's imagination.
One writer has given us a charming picture in saying that, "when he‘

cut the cherry tree down, threw the stone across the river and broke

1. Mrs. Pryer, The Mother of W#ashington and Her Times, pp. 90-112.
Augustine ¥arner was the grandfather of Fielding lLewis, and of Betty,
George, and Katherine Washington. All four were thus first cousins. -
2. Ivid, pp. 90112,



the neck of his mother's favorite colt, she was right there,
faithful and admiring, with sunbonnet tied on tightly, sheep-
skin mittens, and perhaps a flannel mask to preserve her
complexion.“1 When George end Samuel crossed the ferry to
Fredericksburg to study under Parson larye, Betty went with
them "to a Damo School, whevre she:was taught French, Engiish.
the use of globes, and fine stitchery."l At a later dste,
when she had left childhood Eehin&, she was described by

Yr. Custis as "a most majestlic woman, and so strikingly like
the Chief, her brother, thet it was é matter of froliec to

throw a8 closk around her, and then place a military cap on her
head, and such was the perfect resemblance that hed she ap-
peared on her brother’s steed battalions would have presented
erms, a8nd senates risen to do honor to the Chief.“z As

drs. Washington was a devout.churchwoman, the marriége probablyt
took place in’'the parish church. It is quite natural to
supﬁose that Gegrge. then about eighteen years of age, gave

his gister awéy.3> Qn the fourteenth of February, 1751, a:
1ittle son was born to Fieldihg Lewis and Betty Washington.

He was called Fielding after his father. George Washingféﬁ and
a Mr. Robert Jackson were godfathers, and lrs. Mary Washington
end a Yrs,. Francis Thornton, godmothers.s The second son,
Augustine, was bo:n January 22, 1752, his uncle, Charles Lewis,
end Charles Washington, go&f&thérs. and his sunt, Iucy Lewis,
end & Hrs. Mary Talisferro, godmothers.3 The follcowing June

1. Mra. V. M. Fleming, The Story of Xenmore, rvage 3.

2. Quoted in Mre. Pryor, The Hother of Washington and Her Times.

%. The Willis Family in Virginia, the division dealing with the
ewlses, ‘
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Pielding Lewis bought the land on which Kenmore, the mansion
destined to become famous &s the home of George Washington's
only sister, was to be built.l This lend, 861 acres in all,
was purchased from & Mr. Richard Wiatt Royston of Pelsworth
Parisggloucester county, for the sum of 861 pounds current.

It was surveyed by George VWashington who had recently returned
from the Barbardoes whither he had gone with his step-brother,
Lawrence Washington.a The plantation joined the town of
Fredericksburg. The mansion erected thereon is & solid struc-
ture of brown dbrick, a "magnificent example of this type of
colonial architecture, the type consistent with the dulture,
wealth and attainments of its illustrious occupants.“ The
interior decoration of Kenmore is one of its most interesting
features. There 1s a story that the beautiful stucco work,
consisting of the mantels and ceilings, was done by two Hessian
soldiers, artisans, whom Washington took &s prisoners after the‘
battle of Prenton, December 26, 1776, and whom he sent to his
sister. It is said that Washington himself designedithe over-
mantel 1n‘the reception room, in which is revresented the fable
of the fox, the crow and the piece of cheese, in order to teach

his young nephews to beware of flatterers.5 After the death :

1. It is thought that the name of "Kenmore" was given to the
mension by the Gordons into whose hands it soon passed after the
death of lMrs. Betty Lewis in 1797. Jhe original name is unknown,
2. Mrs. V. M. Fleming, The Story of Kenmore, page 5. A gtatement
of the purchase is recorded in the deed book of Virginia County
Records, Vol. 1, Spottsylvania 1721-1800.

3, lirs. V M, Flemin e Story of Kenmore, vages 5§ & 6. On pg.
9 & 10 is an account®£Ljout 1914 Yenmore ‘was on the market, and
was bought for commercial purposes. It was thought that the owner
intended to cut the ground up into building lots (for some of the
estate had already been sold for that purpose) and to turn the
mension into an apartment house. In 1922,~hen the orgeanization



of his brother Lawrence in 1752, Yashington seems to have
spent much time with his mother and sister.' "He was keenly
interested in the home and ite setting and holped to plant
the trees and shrubs, some of which still gurvive. 1t is saiﬁ
that ﬁhe horse chestnuts were brought from Ohio and plented by
nim."t Pime and family affection soon made sacred the new
home. Here nine of Betty Washington's eleven childreﬁxfirst
saw the light of day. From here foar 1ittle ones were taken
to dbe 161& to rest in the bdurying-ground on the Lewis plantation.a
Before leaving home for the Gontinental Congress, Washington
persuaded his mohher.to leave her lonely home in Stafford and

remove to Ffredericksburg. Betty and her husband urged thet she

3 (cont.) from page 6.

of the Washington-Lewis Chapter of the D. A. R. was suthorized
by the State Kegent, Dr. Zate Waller, who came to Fredericksburg
for that purpose, the ladies of the organization started the
movement fto save Kenmore. The price was 30,000, $10,000 of
which hed to be paid by September 1st, 1922, On ay 7th, 1922,
the 172nd Anniversary of Betty Vashington's wedding day,the
charter of the Kenmore Association was ilssued. Iirs. James H.
Campbell of Hichigan gave the first dollar, and Colonel 1. R.
Lewls, maker of the Lewis liachine Gun, gave the first thousand.
¥redericksturg gave six thousand, and by Septembexr 10th, the
remainder of the ten thousand was raised, and Kenmore was saved.
Since then eleven fthousand docllars more has been paid. It 1s
hoped that the last payment will socon be made, and the mension
rehsbilitated and endowed. President (then Vice-prosident)
Coolidge who came to Fredericksburg with other distingunished
men and women from Hashington on July 6, 1922, to launch the
Kenmore Campaign, said, "Xenmore should be saved for its own
gsake. 1t must be saved for the sake of petriotic America.”

1. sirs. V. M. Fleming, The Story of Kenmore, page 6.

2. This burying-ground is now marked by the monument %o "lary,
the iother of vashington.”




comé %o live with them, but she would not yield to any amount
of loving insistence. She selected a comfortable home on
Charles Street, adjoining the Xenmore estate, snd herec she
lived until her death in 1789.

On December 27, 1753, Fielding Lewis becanme 8 member of the
Frodericksburg Lodge Humber 4, of the lasonic Order*a it wés
this same lodge into which George VWashington had been initiated
in 1752, and it was here that he took all thrce degrees of
asonry., In 1754 I'ielding Lewis is recorded a8 treasurer of the
Ordexr, the business ability which made him the successful mor-
chent and sfterwards a successful commissioner of the Gunnery
being displayed thus early‘in his career,; for at this time he
was bub twenty-nine years of age. 1t is probable that he had
been initisted before leaving Gloucester, sc George Washington
4id not have the pleasure of Seeing his cousin and brother-in- -
law ride ths goat.

In 1760 William Waller, the burgess from Spottsylvenia
County, died some time bofore the liarch session of the General
Asgsembly of Virginia. On larch 4th, it was ordered by the
Assembly that "an address be made to the CGovermoxr, to order a
new wrlt to issue for electing a Burgess to serve in this presen¥
Gonoral Apsembly for the County of Spotcsylvania.“5 In the
course of time the eloction was held and Fielding Lewis was sent
to Williamsbnrg to succeed Valler. Here he soon made for himself
‘& plece, and whon the Asgembly met for the iiarch session in 1761

'it7was ordered that lir. Lewis be added to the Committees of

1. Soloction from sketcoh of ilrs. Ella Bassetit Washington given

in The Geneology of the Lewis Family.

2. Records of Fredericksburg Lodge Humber 4,

3, Journsl of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 17658-1761,page 159.




Propositions and Grievanoces, and of Trade. Since 1758 he had
been serving his County es County-lieutenant, and since 1761,

a8 commanier-in-chief of tﬁe county militia% Now & broader
field of servico had been opened to him. We ghall see how, when
the hour of peril came, 8 still\broader field of service is
openéﬁ to this man who stood out smeng the men of Colonial
Virginia,prominent becauss of a bunsiness ability which enabled
him to fight financisl battles on the side lines while his
btrothers won military glory in the centor of the strife. The
work of the committee on Propositions and Grievances, ss it met
from day to day, was to consider all propositions and grievances
that came legally certified to the General Assembly, and rqport
their proceedings with their op@gions thereupon to the House.2
The work of the Committee of Tréée, meeting from day to day, was
to consider all things relsting to the trade of the colony, to=
gether with all metters referred to them by the House.i From
t;me td time reports were made ﬁo the House upon the proceedings
of the committee and its opinion uron commercial matters of
current interest. From this time until 1768 Pielding Lewis is
recorded ss a member of the House of Burgesses from the County of

Syottsylvenis. It is not shown by the journal of the House that

1. Virginia County Records, Vol. 1, Spottsylvania, 1721-1800.

The position of County-licutenant in Colonisl Virginie wes mod-
0l2d on that which had existed 1n Ingland from the time of $the
Tndor—-sevoreisns.. A search among available material has revesled
practically no light on the duties and powers of this official

in Virginia. 1t seoems that in England he was the head of the
County militia and also a semi-~sdminisitrative official. The
position carried with it a certein amount of social prestige.

2. Journal of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, Vol. 1761-1765,
page 69.
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he was present during the sessions of 1763, 1765, and 1768.
At 1) other times during this period he is shown to be present
and officlating as & member of the two committees to which he weas
sprointed in 1761. Among the other members ¢f the Committee of
Propositions and Urievances we reced the familier nemes of ilessers
Edmnnd Pendleton, Hythe, Mercer,‘asd Richerd Henry lLee. Iy far
the largest portion of the service rendeéred by Fielding Lewis as
& Burgess, points to the business abllity we have slready noticed.
On FovemlLer 30, 1764, it was ordered that the report of the comnit-
teeo appointed to assgertain the price of sundry Indian goods belonginé
éo the public he referred to liessers Zdnund Pendleton, Fielding lewis,
Hartwell Cocke, “alke, and %alker, which gentlemen whre $o inspect
the sume and report their opinion to the %ouse.l Agsin, in 1766
Plelding Lewis is recorded ss a member of a eommittee of six burgesses
appointed to ascertain the prices of sundry Indisn goods belonging to
the public‘g At this same session of the #£ssembly & bill to vest
certein entailed 1ands ir Lelph Yormerly, eséuire. in fee simple,
was committed to ilessers Fendleton, Washington, and Lewis, together
with the members from York, Elizabeth City, and loudoun, |

Eut in this year of 1766 political as well as economic pro-
blems loomed before the Hssembly. In these metters also the
gentleman from Spottsylvanie lent & helping hand. Alresdy the
thundexrs of war had rolled across the sunny skies of the 0ld Dom-
inion. In April, 1763, Yeorge branville hed succeeded Bute as the
head of the British cabimet, "devoted heart snd sonl to the old
Golonisl system", by which England carricd out her volicy of
"rendering her colonies subservient to her commercisl interests.
This colonial system wag a development of the British merchantile

policy, which had beon begun by England as early as 1660. The
backbone of this system consisted of three vertebrse, namely,

. Journsl of the House of Burgesses of Virginis, 1761-1766,page 280
2. Journal of the House of Burgesses of Virginie, 1760-1769,page 29



the Navigation Acts, designed tovprotect English shipping
against foreign competition, tho Acts of Trade, designed to
-ageure to“Engi§ahimcrchants a monoply of Colonial Commerce,

and the Aets”giQing to English manufacturers a monoply of
colonial rarkets. 4As no British minister up to the time when
Gronville begen to read the American diépaﬁches had seen to it
that these scts were onforced, G(he colonies hsd not found them
particularly irksome. Vhen Grenville read the neglected dispat-
ches from the colonies he learned that the dutics paid in
Lnerice 4id not cover the expense of collcction. The Stamp Act
paessed in the spring of 1765 was bal vne item of the program of
the swakened ministry. Among other plans were included the
rigid enforcement of the nagigation laws, the ralsing of revenue
1nvthe colonies by airect agd indirect taxation, and the sta-
tioning of p British stending srmy in America. The Stamp Act
was the first move to carry out this pelicy. I1te passage was
greetéd in Americs by & storm of protests. In the House of-
Bargesses Patrick Henry had suvcceeded in gotting his Stamp Act
Resolutions passed by the—issembly, and had made his immortal
eomﬁarison of Yeorge III ﬁith Cagsar and Charles I. To the
Stamp Act Congress held in New York, Cetober 7, 1765, had come
‘mesgagos of encouragenent from Virginia and other States where
official participation was forbidden. The odlus measure was
.iepeale& in the December session of Parliament, and for a time

1
the storm subsided. When the General Assembly met in the winter

of '66 a committes was appointed, of which Fielding Lewis was &

1. For sbove sketch of Eevolutionary preliminaries seec Bassett,
Short History of the United States, pp. 162-170 and Howard, Pre-
liminaries of the Hevolution, pp. 47-67.



member, to prepareo an inscription fox an obelisk which it waé
intended should bte rsalsed to ecxpress the graititude of the

colony to the "several noble and worthy patriots who daistin-
gulshed themselves in bcth Houses of Parliasment of Greaet Eritain
in procuring the Repesl of the Stamp Act."l Put peece waavnot
to be for long. Before the next session of the Assembly Charles
ibﬁngyend, the head of (he British exchoquor since the fall of
the Rockingham ministry, had secnred the passage of three acts
which rendered null (ho pesce secured by the roreal of the
Stamp Act, and the storm was on again. On the 10th of April
Pielding Lewis was added to the committes appointed by the
General 4ssembly, "to dréw up an humble address to be pPro-
sented to his majesty."z It 38 perhaps not incignificant that
in 1764 the Goneral Asgembly appointed George Washingion,
Fielding Lewis, William Green, Thomes larshall, and Thomss
Rubherford commispicners for the counties of dampshire, Freder-
iék, Culrepper, Prinece Willism, Loundoun, and F&uguier, "o
exanine, state, and settle the sccounts of such pay, provisions,
arms, and necessaries for the milltis of the county.™ It was
required by the House that st least three of thess gentlemen
meet from time to time until all the sccounts of the sald
militia weres settled. The Commlissioners, or sny two of them,
.were required to cextify ths ascoounts to the governor, or
command er-in-chief who issued his warrsnt to the tresasurer of

the colony for payment thereuf.s

l. Journsl of the House of Durgesses of Virginia, 1776-1769,

page 53. 7
2. Journal of the House of Purgesses of Virginia, 1766-1769,

page 129.
3. Hening's Statutes, Vol. ViIi, page 10.



A probable explanation of Lewis' ebsence from the ALAssembly
in 1765 and 1768 18 to bo found Iin the fect that during this
periocd he was secrving his county in a judicial &s well as 8
legisletive cepacity. In the State Archives of Virginia we .
find & recoxd of the Justices of the Pescc of Colonial Virginia,
for the period from‘1757-1775.1 The name of Fielding lLewis is
on every record of Spotisylvania County,the years covered being
1765, 1769, 1773. In tho record for 1773 his neme heads the
1ist which, according to some authorities, indicates that he
was the presiding magistrate. The courts held by the juetices
of the peace, who in Virginias where appointed by the Governor
of the colony'with and by the advice of the Council, were the
lowest in the judiecisl hiersrchy. The jurisdiction of the
justices in civil matters extended to cases involving small
amounts. In citminal mattors it extended only to cases involv-

ing petty offenses sgainst the 1aw.2

1. This menuseript record was deposited in the archival annex of
the Virginis State Library by Hon. Crharles J. Johnston, the

State Tveasurer, for sefe-keepring. In the introductory note,
written by H. R. Helliwaine, we road the following: "1t appears
to be & record kept for convenlience in the period immediately
preceding the Kevolutionary %ar by that official whom it most -
concerned to have at hand & list of 8ll the justices of the

peace of the various counties of coleonial Virginia., The officisal
was probably the Secretary of the Colony, whose.duty ibt:was tan;
issue commissions to the justices, or it may possibly have been
the elerk of the Execative Council, who acted &lso, no doubt, as
the clerk of the Governor. SThrugh the commissions were prepsred
by the Secretary of the Colony, &8s in his office, they were signed
by the governor, who had the right of appointment with and by the
advice of the Council."®

2. Beard, American Government end Politices, pp. 12.13.



Iﬁ Hay, 1771, occurred a greait freshet which caused the
-overflow of several rivers.l In thre devastétion of the country,
resulting from the overflowing of the low grounds, much tobacco
was destroyed. A4g this*wasvthe greet staple product of colonisl
Virginias, there énsued groat distrces among the planters. On the
13th of June, fuz the governcr issued & proclemation for the
meeting of the General Assembly on ﬁhe 11th of July in order that
the representatives of the people might have an opportunity to
congider the situation of the safferers.2 Yhen the Assombly met
it passed an act for the relief of the sufferers, in which it
resolved that the proprietors of tobacco damaged by the freshet,
with the exception of.thab which had remsined in the warehouses
above a year, oughb to be paid for their losses by the publ:lc.3
Twénty-three gentlemsn, among whom were Eiel&ing Lewis and
Patrick Henry, were appointed commissioners for "taking, examine
ing, end stuting sccounts, claims, and demands of the several
proprietors of Yaberco burnt in said respective warshouses which
had not remeined therein sbove one year bvefore said tobacco was
8o destroyed, damaged or ﬁurnt." 4 Lefore entering upon the
execution of their.auties}the Commissioners were required to take
an oath beforé the justico of the poace to "faithfully, 1mpér-
tially, and truly" perform the task 1laid uvpon them by the colony.
The sccounts of the claims were to be transmitted to the treasur-
er of the colony who was to pay upon warrant from the Governor
or the commander-in-chief {0 the severai proprietors of the dame

aged tobacco sccording to the emount of their respective claims

l. Hening's Statutes, Vol. VI1I, pp. 494-498. According to the
Virginia Gagzette for iiay 30, 1771, the freshet in the James Liver
at that time was the greatest ever known.

2. Virginia Gazette, June 13, 1771. 3. Ibid, July 18, 1771

4 gening's statutes, vol. VIII pp. 494-498
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stated in the accbunts, according to the rates fixed by the
1egislature.1 Thus we see how in this time of financial
digtress the business ability of Fielding Lewis agsain came
to the aid of his colony. In addition fo stating the accounts
and claims of the proprietors of the damaged tobacco, the com-
missioners were required to examine the condition of the ware-~
houses at Quantico af the time the tobacco was destroyed. If
they were not in sufficient repair the commissioners were to
examine the cause thereof and report the matter to the Assemdly
at its next session;zv

In February, 1772, the General Assembly appointed seven
gentlemen, among whom was Fielding Léwis, as commissioners to
strike a dividing line between the counties of Stafford and
King George by merhing out a line from the Rappahannock to the
Potomac River. At the next session of the legislature the
commissioners reported their proceedings, whereupon it was
ordered by the House that, "leave be given to bring in & bill
to alter and establish the boundaries of the counties of Staf-
ford and Xing Géorge according to the said report."5

In ¥arch, 1772, Fieiding Lewig, at that time & vestryman
of the Pgrish of St. George in Spottsylvania Couhty, with other
vestrymen of the same parish presented & petition to the House
of Burgesses setting forth that the Church yard of the parish
in the town of Fredericksburg, which lay for the most part on

the side of s hill, was not a proper situstion for the new church

1. Hening's Statutes, Vol. VIIiI, pp. 494-498

2. Ibia
3. Journal of the House of Burgesses of Virginis, 1775-1776

Also Hening's Statutes, Vol. VIII, pege 601.
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it would soon be necessary for the parish to build, and re-
questing that the petitioners be empowered to sell so much of
the church yard as haed not been used a8 a burying-ground, and
to lay out the money arising from the ssle, or &8s much of it

88 was necessary, for the purchaése of other land situated more
conveniently in the town.l The petition was granted by the
House, Er; Mann Page being directed to prepare and bring in the
bill. However, for some reason, perhaps because of distant
rumblings of the war that was soon to cloud the horizon of the
parish, the permission granted by the assembly was not made use
of. The present St. Georges CHurch is still "lying, for the
most part, on the side of a hill.“ These same rubblings of war
now lead us to & consideration of the resl 1life work of Fielding
Lewis, his contribution to the cause of freedom.

In September, 1767, Charles Townshend, the afore-mentioned
head of the English exchequer, died. He was succeeded by Lord
North, who soon let it be known that the old policy was not to
be relaxed. The revenue officials in Boston, finding it ex-
tremely difficult to collect the duties imposed by the mother

country, sent home the request that troops be sent to the town,

1. Journsl of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 1770-1772,p.261
In Goolrick's Historic Fredericksburg, page 182, we read the
following: "St. George's Parish and the county of Spottsylvania
were contemporsneously established in 1720. The first official
record of the parish extant is the notice of the vestry meeting
on January 16, 1726, st idattaponi, one of the three churches
then in the parish. It was not until the 10th of April, 1732,
that Colonel Henry ¥illis contracted to build & Church on the sitég
of the present St. George's, 75,000 pounds of tobacco being the
consideration. After much discussion accompanied by the usual
excitement, the State urging its claims and the vestry not indif-
ferent as to who "His Honorable, the Governor"™ would send them,
the Reverend Patrick Henry, uncle of the famous Patrick Henry,
became minister. Colonel Henry Villis end Colonel John Waller,
'or he that first goes to Williemsburg' is desired to return thanks

to his yonor."
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fFrom this time on events leading to revolution occur in a rapld
’series. 1t is not necessary, in a study of this kind, to des-
cribe in detail the "Boston Massscre" of Harch 5, 1770, the
"Boston Tea Party" of December 16, 1773, and of the Firgt Con-
tinentsl Congress, cslled by Virginis, meeting at Philadelphia
in September, 1775. 4An sccount of them cen be found in any text
book on American History. Before the Second Continental Congress
assembled the battles of Lexington and Concord had been fought,
and the war was on. The Congress assembled at Philadelphia
¥Msy 10, 1775, 6ould only unite in a declaration of "the Causes
and Neceasity for taking up Arms" and meke & finsl address to the
king. The lew England volunteers, sbout twenty thousand in all,
were taken into the pey of Congress, and Washington wes appointed
to the command.l

Eeégwhile, Virginis 4id not lag behind the other colonies in
making ﬂér preparation ageinst the coming struggle. In July,
1775, the delegates and representatives 6f Virginia enacted an
ordinance providing for the erection of a manufactory of arms at
or near fredericksburg under the direction of certain commission-
ers and that a sufficient number of officers employed at public
expense, be constantly employed in the menufacturing of arms so
long as the necessitivs of the colony should require. The act
further provided that Fieldiﬁg Lewis, Charles Deck, Hann Page,
Junior, William Fitzhﬁgh and Samuel Selden,}or any three of them

be appointed commissioners for the superintendence of the manu-

1. Bassett, A Short History of the United States, pages 171-181.



;factory, end appropriated the sum of ftwenty-five hundred pounds
to the commissioners, together with such other sums as the Gom-
mittee of Safety should from time to time airect.l The Gunnery
established at Fredericksburg in compliance with this act is
said to have been the first to be established in the colonies.2
The need for arms and ammnition had already been felt by the
Continental Army as the following letter, written by Thomss Jef-
ferson to Fielding Lewis, revesls.
Philadelphis, July 16, 1725

‘ Vie were informed a few weeks ago that five thousand pounds
of lead imported on account bf our colony were landed at Fred-
ericksburgh; There appears scercely & possibility it should be
wénting iﬁ Virginia, more especially when we consider the supplies
which may be expected from the mines of that colony. The fly-
ing camp now forming in the Jerseys and which will be immediate-
1y in the face of a powerful enemy, is likely to be in greet want
of that article. 1id their wants admit of delay of an applica-
tion to the Governor we should have applied to him and haﬁe not
& doubt he would have ordered it hither. But circumstances are
too pressing, and we are assured we should incur the censures of
our country were we to permit the public cause to suffer essen-
tially while the means of preventing it (though not under our
immediate cherge) are within our reach. Ve, therefore teke the
the 1ibverty of desiring you to stop so many of the powder wagons

now on their way to williamsburg as may be necessary and return

l. Hening's Statutes, Vol. IX, page 72
2, Mrs. V. M. Fleming, Historic periods of Fredericksburg, pagel9



them immediately with this leed: ., and whatever you can coilect,
gending the powder on by the other wagons. But should the lead
have been sent to Williamsburg the wegons may then proceed on
their journey and the governor, to whom we have writﬁen, will
take care of the matter.

This letter elso reveals the esfeem in which Fielding Lewis
was held by the Revolutionary leaders which led them to entrust
to him so important & mission. But to return to the Gunnery,
what became of ilessers Fitzhugh, Page, and Selden 18 not explained
in any of the records, but so far as I am aware of, they were
never again alluded to. The whole work of the menmufactory fell
to the lot of Colonel Fielding Lewis and Charles Dick, and faithe
fuily they performed their duties, even after the means to carry
on the work ceased fo come from the poverty-stricken treasury of
the State. The two commissioners purchased from Richard Brooke,
of Smithfield, a tract of land adjoining Fredericksburg, with a
"noble sping, end a spacious garden, which supplies necessary

2 They also leased from & iirs. Lucy Roots

greens and roots".
Dixon a millhouse on Hazel Run, which was converted to the use of
Qrinding bayonets. Vithin one year the necessary buildings had |
been erected, and the factory was in good running ordgr. In
Mereh 1776, Colon#kiFlelding Lewis wrote to George Washington as

follows:

1. Ford, VWritings of Thomas Jefferson, Vol. IV, pgs. 265-266

2. Hrs. V. ¥, Bleming, Historic Periods of Fredericksburg, 1608~
1861, pages 19-20. The original source of this and other infor-
mation on the Gunnery quoted from irs. Fleming-is™ the letfers of
Charles Dick and Fielding Lewis on the Fredericksburg Gunnery,
which were found by lr. James Ekinrode and Hr. Willism Clayton

‘Torence of Richmond, Ve.
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Teesrase Our manufactory has not yet made one musquet; the Hands
have been employed in repairing the old gunns from the magazine
which Ld. Dunmore took the Locks from, and repairing the Gunns
belonging to the several companys that have passed thro' this
Town. ¥We have & great many Barrels‘ready forged which we are now
preparing for the stéckers; our men had the business to learn,
begin to be expert at Lockmakiﬁg about Thirty of which pr. week
we now make that are equal to the English; and what Barrels are
resdy I think are better.® ..... .

The!funning expenses of the factory were estimated at 2,958
pounds annually, which included stock, a master workman and
thirty ofthers, besides negroes to do the drudgery, and work the
garden, :ent'for the mill, and other small extra items. A4ll the
workmen dined daily at the Gunnery hence the need of the "noble
spring", and the "spacious garden.“l

AL first monsycame from the colonisl treasury to the com~
missioners to defféy the expenses of the mamufactory. In the
Accounts of the Committee of Public Safety of Virginia for Hay 7,
1775, we read that the Committee of Public Safety directs the
sum of 500 pounds to be paid cash to the commissioners of the
Fredericksburg manufactory by Fielding Lewis Esquire.z Again on
day 4, 1776, the Committee directed that 1,111 pounds, 18 shil-
lings, and 6 pence be paid to Fielding Lewis Esquire, "his amc-
count for the purchase and outfit of sundry vessels for the impox-

tation of arms end ammunition on public'account.“5 In the

%. Mrs. V. M. Fleming, Historic Periocds of Fredericksburg, pages
9-20 -

2. Accounts of Committee of Public Safety, 1775-1776, page 19.

3. Accounts of the Committee of rublic Safedy, 1775-1776,page 62.



Journal of the Committee of Public Safety for July 1lst, 1776,

we read of the order to issue & warrant to Joseph Jodea Esquire
for the use of Fielding Lewis Esquire for 1800 pounds upon
emount, "to enable him to pay the private adventureps their
share of the goods lately imported into the Rappahannock, &and
taken into the public stores, ;130 1000‘pounas upon amount for
the expense of the navy in Rappahannock, and 5000 pounds upon
amount for the use of the commissioners of the gun manufactory.”
In addition to these sums a small amount of money came to the
factory for the compensation of the commissioners. No salary had
been attached to the position at the time of their appointment,
but at the end of the first year, 1776, the factory having ggn
established on an "extraordinary good footing", the commission
ers were allowed 182.10 pounds for their services.2 In 1777
they were allowed 300 pounds each, which, after the depreciation
as settled by Congress wés deducted, amounted only to 54.18
pounds. For the year 1779 they were allowed 10CO pounds each,
worth only 43 pounds.5 How adegquate these sums were fto meet the
oxpenses of the manufactory in the first years of the war is
unknown. But we do know that at this time the funds stopped
coming in from the State Treasury. Also the value of the money
issued by the Continentsl Congress depreciated in value until it
became almost worthless. OnvApril 4th, 1780, Fielding Lewis

1. Accounts of the Committee of Public Safetyy of:Vifginis, -dune
5, 1776 to July 5, 1776, pege 76. In regerd to the vessels on the
Rappahannock we leern on page 77 that "Colonel Flelding Lewis is
directed and empowered to average the wages of the officers that
sailed from Rappahannock River on the public account as well as
on account of the private adventures.”

2. Calendar of Virginie State Papers, Vol. I, page 466.

3. Ibid, elso Auditor's Account Book, 1779-1780, page 159




wrote to General Washington, ... "You judge right regarding our
papexr currency a8 I find by a late resolution of the Congress
that it's reduced to one fortieth part of its nominal value.
This regulation 1 suppose was necessary however unjust it may
appesr to the world} after the assurances lately given by Con-
gress in their pudblication, I did not expect so great & discount
as forty foi one would so scon heve taken pgece.- I cannot say
but I shall be azmong the sufferers." It was at this crisis
that Fredericksburg showed the moral fibre of which her citizens
were made. Fielding lLewis staked his personal fortune to run
the factory. In a letter to Colonel George Brooke, Treasurer of
Virginia, aéted February 9, 17681, in which he requests aid from |
the State in his financial distress higs patriotic gemerosity had
brought upon him, he said

| "] expected to have received hy lir. Dick,- the money I have
advanced for the Public Gun Factory at Fredericksburg, for which
he had a warrant on the ?reasufy. Ho man is a better judge of
the loss I must at eny rate sustain, by not receiving my money
than you ere. HNHost part of it was advanced as early &s July, and
without such advance thé fectory must have teen discontinued, as
no money could be had of the Treasury or so little that the bus-
iness must have suffered greatly. Had I suffered that factory "
to have stopped, I know the public would have blamed me for it,
although I should not have been blamable as the cause would have

been the want of money. You may remember that I was desired to

1. Quoted in Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Soclety, Vol.
v, pp. XLIX-LXX.




borrow all the money I could for the use of the State. I

think I procured between 30 and 40 thousand pounds, 7000 of
which I lent the State, being 211 I hed at that time on hend.

By these sdvances I have distressed myself greatly and at this
time am not able to pay the collecter of my texes, and contin-
ne my business in the usual manner. I shasll be greatly obliged
to you to send me the money by ilr. James ifaury who has the
warrant. Can it.be expected that the State can be well serxrved
when its best friends are used in the manner I have been treated,"l
%hen we consider the fact that during the last years of the
Revolution, from 1778-1781, the big campeign was being fought

in the Scputh an& that the decisive fighting in this campaign
centered in Virginia we realize how vitally important to the
success of the céntinental troops was the continuation of this
factory. If we couple with this thought that of the scarcity

of arms and ammunition in the Revolutionary ermy, we may be able
to see Fielding Lewis' sécrifice for his nation in its true
prospective. In this time of need the whole citizen body came
to the eid of the patriotic commissioners. In January, 1761,
Yajor Charles Dick wrote to the Governor,

"] have just time to acquaint you that the gentlemen of this

town and even the Ladys have very spiritedly attended the
Gunnery and sssisted to meke up slready sbove 20,000 cartridges
with Bullets, from which the Spottsylvenia militia and the mil-
litia from Caroline have been supplied; as also hbove 100 good

gung from this factory."z t was not the first time the citizen

1. Celendar of Virginis State Papers, Vol. 1, pp. 502-503
2. 1bid, page 416
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body had shown 1ts revolutionary spirit. 4s early ss April
29, 1775, Fredericksburg leaders had gotten together in the
reception room &t ¥enmore, and formmlated what was tantAmount
to & Declaration of Independence, closing with the words, "God
save the liberties of America."t

But slreafy the strain and toil of the six years of the war
together with anxiety for the welfare of the manyfactory as
well as for that of his family (due to the financiel losses
his patriotism hed involved) had begun to leave their mark upon
& body that had never been over strong. 4s early ss April, 1780,
Fielding Lowis had written General Viashington that, "the bad
state of my health prevents my raying that atfention to my own
bﬁsiness that it requires.“a For almost a year from this time
he kept up, attending the dbusiness and making the necessary
sacrifices. However, before the winter of '8l was over the
work hed to be relinquished. On February 26, ir. Charles Dick
wrote fto the Governor acknowledging the recelpt of his Excel-
lency's letter sppointing him director of the Gun Factory at
Fredericksburg.s From this time on Dick had to bear the entire
responsibility of the enterprise. 3But Fielding Lewis lived to
see the victory of the cause for which he had sacrificed himself
agsured. Throughout the long months from Februery to October
the light of his 1ife flickered bravely on, and it wae not until
October 19, the day of the decisive victory at Yorktown, that it

‘went out. He was buried in the graveyard of 0ld St. George's

1. Mrs. V. H. Fleming, The Story of Kenmmore, page 7.
2. lemoirs of the Long Island Bistoricel Sociedy, Vol.IV,pp.7Lix-
3. Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol. I, pag 542, XI.
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under the steps of the ﬁresent church.l’ In addition to the
money which he had put into the Gunnery, Fielding Lewis pos-
sessed great landed estefes. In his will, probated Jan. 17,
1782, he left to his wife the use during life of 8ll his lands
in Spottaylvania County, except that part rented by his son
John. %he remsinder was divided smong his six sons and & son-
in-law.z

Heanwhile Yharles Dick had carried on his partneris work
bravely. ZThe following letter dated September 5th, written to
Colonel ‘Yeorge imter, Commissioner of war,shows the struggle
that the manufactory had to put up for its existence.

"I roceived your favour by Captain Car¥erwith the warrent
for sixz theﬁaand younds on éecount of the Gun Factory, &s he
was not so fortunate as to réceivé the money for it. The dis-
appointment is great, and I am afraid will be an injury to the
service, tho' I shall do all I can to prevent. A gentleman
travelling your way with a sum of money, would not lef me have
it without an order on & vprivate person, which was not in my
power to do - I am sorry to see public credit sink so low -

First opportunity of a good hand shsll send the warrent to
your address; in the meantime I beg you will contrive to send
me thé money by &ny gentleman coming this way, for to send on
rurpose and be balked is very expensive -

I think there might be a correspondence kept up from two or

three fajithful watchmen in each county, much to fthe advantage

1. It was not until seversl weeks ajo that the washington-Lewis
chapter of the D.A.R., organized in Fredericksburg in 1922,
erected a tablet to mark the resting place of this colonial patriot
2. Virginis County Records, Vol.l, Spottsylvania. For will in full

8ee appendix,



of the public service, was it encourgged, for I take it to be
impqssiblg for any Power or Department fixed to a certain spot,
let them be cover so active @nd willling to know or do every-
thing thet is necessary to be done. I am led to this #eflection
by a want of Lesd to prove green barrels with 2 oz. balls to
every barrall, and tho' we endeavour to save them in Butts, yet
there 1s 8 very great loss everytime. <here is no lead to be
brought, and none this way belonging to the public. Lver since
Dunmore was up PotomF 1 endeavoured to get some sent'to this
Quarter. end at lest about 18 months ago there were six pegs
sent of 150 1b, each, in a little time after there came an
order for them to be carried to the Ohio and not yet replsced =
Should the Enemy come up Potomsck, what would be the con-
sequence? The leads of our windows and shopweights are ale
ready gone, and in a hurry nothing is done well - Powder keops
better in cartridges than in Barrels, and was there a number
made with Bullets to fit the musket, two sizes under to fit
the country guns, 1t might ie of infinite service -vSalt here
has already got to 70 lhs; pr. Bushell - this Factory wesa about
30 Bush®® PT. énnum, in sslting Brovisions, et€. 1including case
hardening, which consumes & guantity - Please send me an Order
on the Keeper of the Public Salt, not excceding the sbove quan-
tity, for even if we had money, it is too extravegent a Price

. 1
- Plesse excuse this trouble.” ....

Vhen the war was over, &and peace hed once more spread its

Shel tering wines over the old town, the factory was turned over
1. Calendar of Virginie State rapers, Vol. I, page b72. In this
Same volume is one record of supplies senft o the gunnery by the
State. In & meeting of the Governor's Council, Sept. 8, 1780,

Thomas Jefferson endorsed the order that, "8 ton of lead should
be sent to Fredericksburg, in wagons returning empty to iir, Wash-
ington who has the care of the powder - an order may be drawn on

him slso, for %0 bushels of Salt.”




to the trustees of the ftown of Fredericksburg to found an
academy for the education of the youth of the place.l
Later the academy was sold and the money turned over to the
Episcopal Charity School.l
Colonel Fielding Lewis is recorded as s Erigadier—General
of“the Virginia militis at the beginnihg of the war.2 It is
probable that he continued to hold the position of commender-
in-chief of the Spottsylvanie militia, to which he had been
appointed in 1761, through the first years of the Revolution
before he was called upon to relinquish the military service
in order to serve his nation as commissioner of the gun factory.
The state of his health and the fact that one of.his eyes was
defective ,together with the business ability for which he was
noted, made,him more fitted for the latter form of service,
There is a traditién.smong the admirers of Fielding Lewis
that in asddition to the financiel &id he rendered the pation
through the gunnery, he also maintained and equipped three
regiments during the Revolution. The only documentary evidence
which is found on this subject is an account of 690 pounds paid
by Yeorge Baylor's Regiment of Dragoons to Fielding Lewis for

money which he had advance&.s'

1. i#rs. V., M, Fleming, Historic Periods of Fredericksburg, page
20. Also the unveiling address delivered by ir. William Clayton
Toxrence af Gunnery Spring, July 4, 1916. The tradition of
Gunnery Spring is "He owwo drinks of the water no matter where

he mey wander will certainly come back to Fredericksburg.” In
1916, largely through the efforts of ir. Torrence, the Sons of the
Revolution placed & tablet sbove the spring giving its history.

2. Heitman, Historical Registrar of Officers of the continental
Army during the War of the Revolution, April 1775 to December

1783, page 348.
3. Rejected Claims on file in the State Archives Depariment.



The month following the death of Fielding Lewis, Washington ,
his generals and the ¥rench officers stopped in Fredericksburg
on the way northward. 1In a letter to Col. Lewis VWashington
dated liarch 4, 1857, iir. G. W. Parke Custis tels the following
anecdote in connection with this visit. "When in 1781 the
Chief, accompanyed by the Count de Rochambeau, was en route. for
Hew iork, following close upon the rear of the French army he
halted in Fredericksburg, and having consigned the Count to the
best hotel of the village, the commender-in-chief hastmned o
the residence of his sister. The lady had gone out to visit
a8 neighbor. Judge of her surprise when on her return, she saw
that her plessant mansion and the area around it, the abode of
reace, domestic happiness, and 1iberel hospitality hed éuddenly
agsumed the pomp aﬁd circumstance of glorious war. She entered
the mansion, where her servents, struck dumb with amazement,
could only point to her chamber door. She rushed in, and there
discovered her beloved brother stretched upon the bed and asleep.
She uttered & wild exclamation of surprise and joyil It was
on this visit that the memorable ball was given in the town hall
in celebration of the final triumph.

As the estate of Colonel Lewis was deeply involved on
account of his patriotic services, and also on account of the
depreciation of the continentel currency which he and other
colonial gentlemen had put fedth in, it was probsbly extremmly
difficult for Mrs. Lewis to continue living on her former social
Scale. Like so many noble Americen women on whom the wars in

which our country has engaged have brought tribulations, she

arose to f£i11l the need of those about her. Nost of ner;iimg_nasLXI.
T. Gaoted ¥n Tamaien a7 the Lonz Islend Historical Society,pp. “IX-




devoted to her mother and children. AlKenmore, where in other
days she had reigned as one of the belles of the society of
old Fredericksburg, she now presidei as the mistress of &
small boarding school which she kept for the education of her
dsughter Elizebeth and the younger children.l In Narch, 1789,
before leaving Virginia for the 1nauguiation in New York,
General YWgshington came to see his mother. It was a sad time
for the 1little family, for the mother was dying of & cancer.
She died August 26th, 1789. The following is taken from the
letter Yashington wrote to his sister at this time.

| September 13, 1789.
"Awful and affecting 88 the death of a pafent is, there is con-
solation in knowing that heaven has spared ours to an age beyond
.which.few attain and favoured her with the fulll employment of
her mental faculties, and &s mach bodily strength as ususlly fells
to the lot of fourscore. Under the considerations and & hope
that she is transleted to a happier place, it is the duty of her
relatives to yield submission to the decrees of the Creator.
When I was last at Fredericksburg, I took & finel leave of my
mo ther, néver expecting to see her morélz Such was Washington's
confidence in the "cléarness of her discernment ané the sureness
of her judgment”™ that he intrusted to his sister the settlement

of his mother's estate.®

 In 1791 when on his famous southern tour Weshington stopped
at Fredericksburg. "Not beiﬁg é?prized of his approach the
citizens were disappointed in the opportunities of evincing
the;r respect to this illustrious character, by meeting him

brevions to his arriva1.4 As scon 88 his chariot and equipsge

See next page
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swept through the quiet town the place was ell excitement over
the news: "The President is here! He arrived at one o'clock
and 1s staying &t the home of his sister Elizabeth, lUrs. Field-
ing Lewis.® Almost immediately preparations were begun for &
reception and publie dinner in his honor‘and carried rapidly
forward. Ve are told by & contemporary print that "an elegant
dinner wag prepared at the ftown hall”, and et two o'clock,
Washington was "waited on by some of the officers and principal
inhabitants of the corporation, conducted to the place of en-
tartainmenﬁ, received by the mayor, and introduced to those
present.“l After the introductions were over the mayor, s
Mr. William Harvey, delivered on behelf of the corporation a
congratulatory address, fo which the President "makes & giacious .
reply, in terms consonant with the spirit of the address."z

In 1794, her large family of children grown and scattered,
Hrs. Lewis so0ld Kenmore and went to live with her daughterxr
Elizabéth who had msrried Charles Carter of Western View, Cul-
pepper County. It was here that she died, Zarch 31, 1797, Her

grave ig at Western View.

~

1. Mrs. V. M. Fleming, The Story of Kenmore, pages 8

2. Ford, Writings of George Washington, Vol. II, 1785-90,page 426
3. Speech of Congressman R. Walton licore given in lMrs.V.H.Flem-
ing's The Story of Kenmore, page 22.

4. Quoted in Henderson's Fashington's Southern Tour 1791, pagel40

1. Henderson, Washington's Southern Teur, 1791, pageldl
2. Ibid, pagesi4i+43.



By no meang the least Important contribution of Fielding
Lewis to the development of his nation was his large family
of sons and daughters, fourteen in sll, of whom eight lived to
attain manhood or womsnhood. It would take too long to go into
the history of all of these, but several of them especislly
deserve mention at this time. Iwo of these, Captain Robert lewis,
the tenth son of Fielding and Betty,.and Howell, the eleventh son
of these worthy parents, were among Fresident Washington's private
secretaries. VWashington's letter to Howell offering this position,
and the latter's acceptance of the same have been preserved.
They read as follows: | |
| Philadelphia, April 8, 1792.
"Hy dear Sister,

If your sén Howell is living with you and not
especially employed in your own affairs and should incline to
spend a few months with me &8 a writer in my office, if he is
fit for it, I will sllow him the rate of 300 & year,v provided
he is ailigent in discharging the duties of it from breskfast
until dinner, Sundays excepted. This sum will be punctually paid
him, and I am particunlar in declaring beforehand what I require
and what he may expect, that there be no disappointment on either
gide. He will live in the family in the same manner his brother
Robert did; if the offer is accepted he must hold himself in
readiness to come on immediately on my giving him notice. ....
Mrs. Washington unites with me in best wishes and love for you
and yours, and I am, my dear sister, your most affec. Brother.

G. Washington.™



Fredericksburg, Anril 24, 1792,

"Dear Uncle, |

I should have done myself the pleasure of replying
o your letter on its receipt, but was at that time engeged in
businegss in Frederick. I consider myself eRtremely favoured
by your proposal of z birth in your family, and shall sccept
it provided my probation is deeumed satisfactory. I lament that
I have not been more attentive to the improvement of my writing
tho' I hope that I soon shall be qualified $o do the bus;ness
for which you mesn to employ me. With best wishes to my Aunt,
I remain most respectfully yours.

Howell Lewis."l

This same Gaptai&?ié%E; was mayor of Fredericksburg from 1821
until the day of his death, Februery 11, 1822. It was he who
delivered the address of welcome to General Lafayette on his
visit to the town in 1824.%

George Lewis, the fourth son of Fielding Lewis and Betty
Vashington was a Captain in Baylor's Regiment of Dragoons,
Janusry 1, 1775, and commander of lashington's Life Guard,

It is saild thet General Hugh ilercer,another of Fredericksburg's
patriotic sons, expired in his srms after having received ﬁhe
f£atsl wound at the battle of Princeton. 4t a later aate George
Lewis was promoted to the rabk of Iﬁajor.5 According to the

materisl filed as rejected claims in the State Archives Depart-

1. Ancestral Hecords and Portraits, pesges 138 and 139,
2. Quinn, History of Fredericksburg, Virginia, pages 155-156
3. The Willis Family of Virginia, division on the Lewises,
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ment, Fielding Lewis, the eldest of Betty Lewis' sons, was
aiso & captain in Baylor's regiment, engaged in the recruiting
service during the Revolution.

Lawrence Lewis, the ninth son, deserves mention as the
favourite nephew of George VWashington. He married the beautiful
‘Felly Custis, the darling of the Washington family, and resided
with her at Hount Vernon after the death of Washington.l

The crest of the Lewis Family (a dragon's head holding in
its mouth & bloody hand) bears the motto, "Omné solum forti
pratris ost" (Every'land is a brave man's country)jL'In pessing
let us reslize that Fielding lLewis 18 one of those sons of
the 014 Dominion whose contribution to his nation's cause
helped to make L.ovica such a country as brave men rejoice to

ki

call their own.

‘1. Lancagter, Virginis-zdmes and ghurches,  vage 5Q4% o,

2. For my knowledge of the Lewis crest I am indebted to Colonel
John C, Lewig of Louisville, Kentucky, the great grandson of the
subject of this study. :



APPEND IR

Fielding Lewis - his will,
Died October 19, 1781, will piobated Jan, 17, 1782,'

Wit. George Hoble, Benj. Sedwick, John Butler, Gefard Alexénder,
%111, Booth, William Carpenter., Ex. wife and my Sons John,
Fielding, and George. Leg. wife, Betty Lewis, during life the
use of a8ll my lands in Spots. Co, except that part renfted to my
son John; son John, after death of his mother, all my landse in
Spots, Co. and in Fredericksburg; son Fielding, 1000 scres of my
Frederick Co. lands on which he lives; son George, remainder of
Frederick Co. lands bought of Robert Carter licholas execept 1000
scres to my son Lawreace; son-in-law Charles Carter, Esar; son
Lawrence 1000 acres of land in Frederick Co.; son Robvert 1/2 of
10,000 acres of land located for me in the Co. of Xentucky by
Hr, Hancock Lee, and 1/2 of 20,000 acres located or to have been
located for me by Fathaniel Randolph in the Co. of Kentucky; son
Howell, the remaining half of above lands in Kentucky; all my
lends purchased at the Land Office except what is already despised
of, to my sons Hobert end Howell equeally; my shere in the Dismal
Swamp Co. my lands bought of lsumaduke Naughflett in partnership
with Generel Vashington:; my lands bought of Dr. Wright and Jones
in Nansemond Co.; in partership with General Vashington and Dr.
Thomaes Walker, and the 320 acres of land in Frederick Co. bought
of George liercer's estate, also my share in the Chatham Rope VWelk
at Richmond to be sold by executors and the money arising to be
‘paid to my six sons before mentioned, in equal portions,

Codicil dated December 10, 1781, witnessed by Frances Willis,

Jr.; Gerard Alexander, Fr. Keyes, George Ogelire, John Butler and

#illiam Carpenter; to son Robert Lewis g tract of land purchased
over.




of Francis ¥illis Jr. aﬁjoining a tract of 320 acres of land
in Frederick Co. Also.the said tract of 320 scres to son Howell
Lewis, and the whole. traet of 10,000 scres in Xentucky to son

John."1

1. Virginia County Records, Vol. 1, “Spottsylvania, 1721-1800.
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