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PARTY LINZS DRAWN BY THE SPECTATOR

Emily W. Zehmer
Januery 15, 197%
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Party Lines Drawn by tho Spectat

The concept of political parties as they existed‘ih
Ingland during the reign of Queen Anne has been the source
ol' considerable conllict among Stuart historians, The tra-
ditional vi ew, postulated by G. ¥, Trevelyan, is that the
Tory‘and Whig parties were organized in the 1670's as out-
grouths of the Cavalier and Roundhead factions of the Civil
War, changing very 1lt’lu in the process., The Tories were
a "solid phelanx of squires and parsons," whereas the Whigs
were united not by class or vocatlon but by thelr agreement
on varilcus political igsues: religious toleration for all

Protestants, war with France on sea and land, union with
1

Pad

Hanoverian Succession, In apposition

Scotland, and the
with Trevelyen, XKeith Feiling flnds the genesis of both Whig
and Tory elements in the religious differences among seven-
seenth~century Puritans and Anglicans., He stresses the
factienalism wivhin the Tory party during William's reign
which resulted in a A&PPCT d f nivion of its tenets
Feiling asserts that the Tory party preserved certain
"lasting cconceptions of English politics- divinity of the
State, the natural sanctity of order, the orgonic unity of

gsoverslgn and people, and the indisy utavle authority of the



Réfuting Peiling and Trevelyan, Robert Walcott applies
the theorics of Louis B. Namier concerning the 1760's to the
Queen fnne poriod. IHe admits that there were VWhig and Tory
positions oﬁ major issues- Exclusion; the Established Church,
and the Revolution of 1688, DNevertheless, he concludes from
party lists that on a majority of glestions there was no

-

establis:

-

Ly
o
o

party line; men voted Whig and Tory interchang

9

ably.3 Di sreéindlng party labels, he divides Queen Anne's -
parliaments into groups based on membership in the same éléss
or profession, or rélationships between neighbors, family
connections, dependents of a megnate, and poliﬁicians who had
been associated nrev1ou°]y.1 For Walcott, each administra-
tion‘of the reign was therefore inevitably a coa11t¢on based
upon personal relationships rather than allegiasnce to politi-
cal brinciples or action.5 Walcott supports the views setb
dovm earlier by D. G. Barnes, that neither the two-party
system nor cabinet solidarity which characterizes nineteenth-
century IEnglish government was even imagined in the first ‘

- 6

decade cf the previous century.

Despite the disparities Ffound in thesse accounts of the
political aura of Queen Anne's reighn, some common ground has

been discovered by the historian J. H. Plumb. Citing the
melish Bill of Rights as an assertion of gentry authority,
‘he proposes that religious toleration- or the lack of it-
he primary r@ésons Tor a

ally act;ve gentry.
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Rather, on the local level, there were two parties in conflict
for power over cherities, jobs, property, and real estate, in
adcdition to competitvion for influence in Parliament. The in-
tenaity of the conflict wa ag, according to Plumb, as violent

as anyining England had known since the Civil ! Jhr.Y The dif-
Terences bebtween Whig and Tory wers therefore social, economic,
and personal as well as political. The confusion which surrounds
she nature of the parties results not so much from their ab-
sence, as Walcott would have it, but from the failure of one
party to dominate the other with any degree of effectiveness.
Governments were therefore forced into coali tions, and prin-

. 8

ciples were often compromised,

72}

L.

‘lthough party lines appear somewhat blurre 'to nodern.-
Liscorians, contexporaries seemed to have had far less trouble
inh distinguishing Whig ffom Tory. Wheh lists of the members
ol the House of Commons for the sessions 1713 and 1715 were

“ .

dravn up, probably to explain English political methods to

- l

Haroverian officials, the compiler designated cach member as
whig or Tory. ¥oreover, frequent elections, twelve in all
rrom 1689 to 1715, stabilized party stands;_ In the saome period,
+here was & marked increase in the size of the\eléctorate. 10
1+t becauie vital Tor politicians to seek to dominate this-groﬁ—
ing floclkt of the politically conscious, The electorate was

.

sooed with bribes, entertainment, and most importantly from

-t

+rhe standpoint of this paper, a voluminous output of party

1itereture and propaganda,



contemporary periodical literature.

After the emancipation of the press in 1695, politicians,
to wnom the conciliation of public opinion was most expedlent,
encouraged writers tc align themselves with one party or the

deed

]

other., There was, 1 , Tierce competition between the fac~

-~

tions Tor pariy hacksfl Literature wes nqt geparased from
politics; two of the most ardent propagendists were Defoe and
Swift, who are more renowned for thelr fiction than for ﬁheir
olitical writings. Addison and Stecle, although best remem-
bered for their partisan essays, were equally successful as
playwrights in their day. Perheps it is forbunate that the
responsibility for the popularization of political tenets
was delegated to men whose literary skill was already well
provwn.‘ Had the btask been left to less competent writers,
the record of each party may not have been as explicit. |
Furthermore, the intensity Qf party feeling illustrated in
their worlks ig a mea&sure of the violence of partisan politics
in the early elghteenth century.v The controversial impeach-
ments of Somers, Portland, Wharton, Sacherverecll, and Marl-

borough, the relentless uss of place, and the bitterly con-

tested borough and county elections left indelible mariks on
2

[

Literary balent, therelore, was transformed into political
weasonry. No one used it more skillfully than the prominent
Richard Steele and Joscph tddison. Although more open-

1y partisan in many other ol their collaborations, their



satire in the Spectator is oerhaps more elflcctive because it

1

: 2
is almost uncatruunve. “ It is the Spec r's portrait of

the Tory party with which this paper is concerned. Often

leliberately conderning their Tory opprosition with faint
pralse, Addison and Steele in the Spectator support the
traditional theories of Feiling and Trevelyan as extended

by Plumb; namely, that politioal varties were established

-

on both ideological and practical lcvels during the reign
of Quecer Anng.

Addison and Steele had been closely associated Tor a
numbef of" years belore the Spectator began publication in
1711, 2oth had been éducated at Cnarternouse and 0Oz fora
end were members of the Kit Kat Club, one of the numerous
socicl organizaticns for men of similar political minds-
in thoir case, Whige- wihich characterize the era almost as
weif ws its psriodicals. The political careers of the two
ﬁerc net limited te mere propagahdists for their chosen

party. In 17C7, Steele had been appointed writer of the

N

Garetie, the official government newspaper, only to be dis-
misscd three years later when he and many other Whigs lost

1 the government. He was also a member of the

©
(¢]
O
[62]
iJv

lon Trom which he resigned in 1713
1l

Stormp Commission,

i

*

in order to devote more time to his literary efforts.
t

_ o
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fddison's asg

<

ok
(%

h the government 1s even more

impressive, Son of the Dean of Lichfield, he was elected



to mombe .hip in Parliament Irom the pocliet borough of Melmes-
bury from 1708 to 1719, served as an Undersecrcectary of State
in 1705, as Chief Secretary to Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland from 1708 through 1710, and finally as a Secrebary
of State in 1718. 15 |

Ls authors,- before their collaboration as essayists,
Stecele was best known for his dramas and Addison fér his

poem, The Campaign, which honored Marlborough's victories.

Their first:.joint eflort, the Tatler, published three times

weekly Trom April, 1709 to Jdanuary, 1711, established the
U £ R

essay periodical as a literary type. Steele seems Lo

have had the prGP hand in the writing of this paper, just

as Aiddison was to have later in the publication ol the

Svectator. Although entertainment and moral improvement

were its stated aims, the Tatler was actually an outlet

t5
o]
3
R
ot
6]

authors!' political predilections.l7 Indeed, in

l’“‘
)
*—J
o
2
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163
1

ue, published on January 2, 1711, Steele does
not begin to apologize for his politics. Rather, signing
the vaper himself, he pleads that public duty has forced
X v

s e s i bop. 18
him to discuss matiers of chu°cb and state.

The Tirst number of the Spectator appeared on Harch 1,
1711, only two months after the demise of the Tatlor., The
Whigs themselves had suffered a more serious demise, be-

. J

ginning in April of the preceding yeazr when Kent, the Lord

Chamberlain was ~replaced by the moderate Tory, Shrewsbury.



Two months later, Sunderland, perhaps the most radical of the
Lord Dartmcuth. The process was completed in August of 1710
thh the dismissal of Godolphin, who had struggled to hold

e e N ras cos 19
together what was once a predominagdly Whig coalition.

With the fortunes of their party at such a low ebb, it was

the task of Addison and Steele to bolster the Whig image in

The Spectatorts method of campaign was impilcation rather

then argument., The Whig propaganda is masked as a series

i it Morality,' The vehlcle employed to give con-
Linuity to the series is the Spectator Club, the accounts
0¥ wnose conversations comprise a majority of the Spectator

nubers, On the surface, the members of the Club represent
diverse members of English society: country squire, city
}meroh&nﬁ, military officer, and court dandy. Readers might
well e assured from this assemblage of characters that

there is always Somebody present who will take Care of
i 21

their respective Interests. Yet, as will be shown,
the Tory interest is not as well tende! as che Waig.

In the first number, at least, the unifying character
of all the vapers, lir, Spectator, is rasolved "to observe
an exact Neutrality between the Whigs and the Tories, un-

less I shall be forced Ho declare mysell by the Hostilities



ol either side," Indeed, Addison and Stesle seem ada-

moently ovnosed to party strife As political activists,

after all, they were secking the dominance of their own
Whig party on both naticnal and local levels. According
to them, the influence of

Farious Party spirit...exerts itselfl in Civil

War and Bloecd-ghed... and naturally breaks out
in ¥alshood, Detraction, Calumny and a partial
administration of justice., In a word... it ex-
tinguishes all the Seeds of Good-nature, Com-
paggion and Humanity... How many honest yinds
are rilled with uncharitable and barbarous Yo-
tions out ol their Zeal for the Public Good?

23

Yet the remedy olffered by the Spectator Tor the dissolu-

ct
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o
a1
O
Las’t
to]
(o)
H
o
<
6]
o
b
P’
y
O,
R
&3

suspiciously simple. "All honest
Men would‘enter into an Association, for. the Support of one
another against the Indeavors ol those whom they cught to
loolr upon as their common Enemies.” e 2 Shouvld this advice

be followed, animosity between "all honest Men'" and "their
common Enemies” would be the sure resulit.. Addison and Steele
are oaviously saying that pafty differcnces are inevitable
end wisvoldable, HMr, Specctator, despite his noble declara-
tion of neutrality, wili be forced to declare himself, just
as his creators intended for him to do.

N

The most appealing leature of the Spectator is the skill-

0l characierization of the members of the‘Club. Moreover

Thesos carefully developed portralts are the foremost satiric

wveapons of Addison and St ﬂlo. fside from Mr. Spectator
2



the well-traveled and non-committal narrator, there are Slr
- loger de Coverly, the eccentric Tory baronet; Sir Andrew
Preevort, the industrious Whig merchant; Captain Sentry,

the sellf-assured military man; and Will Honeycomb, the ag-

s

ing courtier., It is Sir Roger who emerges as the most mem-
orable figure. Wnile de'is irmensely lovable, he is equally °
inept at politics. Although his manners end attlitudes are
amusing, they are totally obsolete. Sir Roger, "beloved

4, &

r than esteemed,” 25 obvicusly is the Whig example of

the sort not to be entrustedAﬁith the afTairs ol government.26
During the period from 1690 to 1710, the Tory party

member stabilized into a composite figure. He stood for

n

neld elcctions, strict punishment for cor-

y
H
&
2
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ruption within the elkctoral system, low taxation, sound
finonce, accountabiiity to Parliament, exclusion of place-
holdefs, strict land qualifications for Members of the
House of Commons,.and staunch support of the dAnglican
Church, 27 As expounded by the slightly daflft Sir Roger,
the quality of the Tory political creed diminishes con=-
siderably, just as iddison and .Steele intended.

Sir Roger, the Spectator's own composite Tory, is a
"paronet of ancient descent, whose singularities proceed
from his good sense, and are contradictions to the man-
ners ol the Vcrld oniy as he thinks the world is wrong."

1

Fislclothes were in fashion thirty years earlier and “have
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been in and out twelve times since first he wore them,"
From these remarks, one would gather that the gentleman is
1is Tory ways, and that he would alter them only as

readily as he wonld his outdated waistcoat. Yet Sir Roger

10

is called "the best Master in the World," for all his ser-

03

vents are aged; indeed, they have “grown old with their

«

Yaster...and his Coachman has the loolks of 2 Privy Coun-

w
e

r Roger's domestics seem to mirror those
servants of the Tory government in the Whig mind,

The Whig interpretation of the Tory position toward
the Church is’prepresented by Sir Roger's relationship
with another elderly member of his household, the chap-

lain. 'He heartily loves Sir Hoger, and knows that he is

n

very nuch in the old Knight's esteem; so that he lives in

. . L e 0
the Family rather as a Relation than as a Dependent." 3

3ir Roger is the great benefactor of his parish church,

€]

e landlord of the entire congregation, "he keeps them
in very good CUrder, and will suffler no Body to Sleep in
it besides himsslfl.,..Pleased with the Matter of his Devo-
tion, he pronounces fAmen three or fbur times to the same
_r.ﬂ 31

Praye

Later, in é conversation with ir, Spectator,
‘de Coverly praises the Bill against Occasional Conformity,
and addgtﬁlat a rigid Dissenter who happened to dine at
at his houvse on Christmas Day ate his plum porridge very

plentifully, 32 The Tory attitude tvoward Dissenters, a



- 11

monopoly on self-rigntcousness, seems to deserve the ridi-

cule expressed in this particular cssay.

e

Changes in land ownership s

nce 1688 had brought abou
changes in the structure of local politics. NMerchants,
wealthier, wanted the preétige of 2 seat in Cém—
‘mons,., The peerage, having also increased its income,

e e}
pted an attitude of "benevolent despotism" 33 towara

o3
Os
C_L

the boroughs surrounding their holdings. These condi-
tions were unfavorable to the sguirearchy, whose staunch
conservatism was no longer Ifashionsble in newly cosmo-

3L

an London.,.

ct

poli

The condescending attitude of the Tory gentry toward

the metropolitan Whigs is parodied meny times in Sir Ro-
I

-

v

ger's speaches., On one occasion, the old gentleman ad-
vises Iir., Spectator to

talie care how you me dulo with country
Sguires. ”ho; ﬂre the Ornament of the
English n&tlon Men of good Heads and
Sound Bodies! Let me tell you, some of
unem take 1t 11l of you that you mention 35
Fox-huntvers with so little Respect!

hout the crowning reference to Iox-hunters, the

4.
[V

phrase "good T lcads and Sound Bodies™ from‘a portly gentle-

man verging on senility would certalnly be detrimental
any party he happened to support.
In a later number, Sir Roger and his Whig antagonist,

Sir Andrew Freeport,are discussing, strangely enough, the

J

W
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ancient Carthaginians. Sir Roger ‘is not ktindly disposed
toward them, "The Carthaginians were the greatest Traders

-

n the World; and as Gain is the chief end of such a People,

§=2e

they never pursue any other... They will not scruple to

[

obbtain money by Fraud." TFollowing the baronet's bluster,
Sir Andrew argues quite reasonably theat the only remaining
histories of the Carthaginians are those written by their
enemies, the Romans. He goes on to remind Sir Roger of
the "Monuments of Charity and Public Spirit which have been
erected by Merchants since the Reformation." Sir Andrew
argues that
It is the Misfortune of many other Gentlemen To
turn out the seats of their Ancestors to make
way for such new lMasters as have bheen more €X- .
act in their Accounts than Themsclves; and cer-
tainly he deserves the Estate a great deal beb-
ter who has got 1t by his Industry, than he who36
has lost it by his Hegligence,

The preceding episodes represent the opposing Whig and

&

Tory stands on the Land Qualification 2ill, which stipulated

+

ovnership of land as a prereguisite for election To Commons.

It would ezclude merchants, financiers, and the younger un-

s

3

titlac

e

}-h

sons of peers who were olften too oosmopo}itan Tor
the country squires! taste., After failing to be enancted
on two.separate occasiong, the bill was finally passed
throughh the elforts of St, John in 1710, Hevertheless, 1t
was easily ignored and failed to achicve the scourge Tory

"
beciktbenchers had hoped for.37
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By their porutralt of Sir Roger de Coverly, who re-
presents his party very badly but menkind very well, Addi-
son and Steele undermine the righteous solvdarlfv ol the
Tory program. Sir Roger symbolizes an era which, while
it should be rs cted, cannot be allowed to shroud
precent. Addison and Steele convey the dangers of the
able Tory nostalgla for England's agravian past.
They exerplify Goldgar's thesis that "the Whig literary
circles... encouraged a more modern spirit, a more sym-

L)

athetic view of human nature, and their attitudes under-

e

lay the literature of sensibility which gradually pre-

t}-}e —— Y(38

vailed as century D’ogreose

In addition to the political cafvp aturcs found within
Addisonnand Steele
employ allegory as a satirical device, One of the best
examples of this method is fcund .in the third number of
the Spectator. The Tories had become strongly c¢ritical

.

of the govermment?s finencial mollcy during the early

years of Queen Anne's reign. Nevertheless, Recoinage,

the establishment of the Bank of England, and the crea-

A\

tion of the Sinking Yund had transformed the Lnglish
Tinancial system into one unmatched by any cther European
CouNLTY o“coht uollund vhose Pinancicers aquickly in uted
in Yuoso dnglish instituilons 39 Unfortunately for the



Uy

Torics, these innovations were identified with the Whigs.
The Tory parity, therefore, was forced to assume the role
of “protoctor of the freeborn Englishman Trom arbitrary
s , . i ) g w 1O

taxation and tyrannical revenue officers. In 1711,
the Wnigs, mindful of the Tory successes of the previous

N

’-1

rear, feared that in the upcoming Bank elections, & Tory

<.

.

ty would precipitate a Jacobite restoration and a

. L1

corresponding decline in public credit.

L)u

Addison and Steele ghared these Whig.lears, which are

reflected in a nightmare suffered by Hr., Spectator. Evi-

dently the dream was brought on by

the liany Discourses I had both read and
heard concerning tqc Deoay of Public Credit,
with the Method of Restoring it, and which,
in my Opinion, have always been defective,

x because they have been made with an Eye to L2
separate interests and party Principles.

A virgin called "Publick Credit" appears invthe drean,

on 2 throne of gold. On either side of her, the

walls are hung with the Acts of Parliament in golden let-

ters and the Magna Carta, which is flanked bf the Act of

Uniformity and the fLet of Tolleration, i3 These last ltems

are obviously symvolic of ths middle position of the Whigs
v

regarding the Churdéh and Dissent. Surrounding Fublick

Credit are secrectaries who consbtantly read the news to her.
Lecording to thelr reports, she "changed color and discov-

Lo

ered many symptoms of Health and Sickness,”
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The dream continues with the entrance of a young man,
twentvntwomﬁears ol -age, brandishing his swo“d at the Act
of Settloment. He is surrounded by "Phantomo representing
Bigotry, Atheism, Tyranny, and Anar¢chy.“45 The Pretender,
James Francis B ward, also twenty-two yelrs of age,’was
supported by & number of Tofies wno were not willing to see
the linc of Stuart Succession endéd by the pre-arranged
agcension of the 3anoveriahs.

in direct contrast to the Pretonder and his eerie
compeny, there appears another group of apparitions, which

udes Liberty leading Monarchy, and Moderation leading

i.J-
5
_J

Religion, Tollowed by " a Person I nad never seen with the
Genius of Great Britain. At theilr first entraée,the Lady
Publick Cr¢dit revived,” L6 This ‘last ensemble represents
Prince CGeorge of Hanover, who had not yet been invited to
viglit Great Lrluaan, o fact which irritated the Whigs, for
T _ . R o e s L7
they generally supporited the Hanoveriun Successlon.
Hr;.?pectator seems To have forgotten in this essay
hié,two—day~old‘pledge to "o&serve éxact Weutrality."
Indeed, his partisanship provoked comment Irom the Tory
writer Swi t. iIn his party's propag anda arm, the Examiner,
April 19, 171l. Bvidently Swift assumed the author of the
political allegory of Publick Credit was Steele, for he

writes
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To hear some of these worthy .lsasonews
tolliing of Credit; that she is go nice,

so soquonish, so capricious, you would

>y were describing a Lady troubled

» sours or The Cholic, Lo be only re-
moved by & Course of Steel or swallowing a 1,8

A 8till wmore blatant example of the partisanship of

Addigon and Steele is found in the Spectator of May 21,

of an oddity, this issue, with the ex-
ception of an explanatory paragraph, is a combination of
s1o Lbens eppearing concurrently in print, heither having
been uritten by the Spectator's collaborators. The first
selection is & paragraph re Uflﬂtcd from the Tory paper,

the Post Doy, dated the previous aftermoon. The second is
the preface to a book of sermons written by the somewhat
centroversial Whig, William Fleetwood, the Bishop of Aspah.,

The synthesis of th

lo]

two results in a defense of the Whig
disparagement of the Tory peace and the Pretender's claims,
and their support of the Act of Settlement and the Kano-

verians, all the while demeaning the opposing Tory positions.

The portion included from the Post Eoy is concerned with

N
v

muiors of the death of "the young Dauvhin of France," and

.

butes them to the "same Republican Hands," which cast

19

attri

similar doubts as to bthe existence ol the Pretender.

The Post Doy 2lso refers to the Baron de Bothmar, the envoy

¥ ko]

ron Britelin to Hanover, who was not regarded very highly

P
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=

by the Toriss. The Baron "ig gone to Utrecht,” where he

was the Hanoverian revresentative to the peace conference,

‘whence he will proceed to Hanover, but not stay long at

50

the Court, for fear the peace shall be made in his absencel"

t odd that the author of his rival

should with Im punvtv call Men Republicans
for a Gladness on Heport of tne Deatn of
the Pretender; and treat Baron Dot hAar,

tne ¥inister of Hanover, in such a Hanner
as you see in my M0uuo. T must own, I
think, every lMan in England concerned to 51
support the Successlon of. that family.

e %

The prcface by Bishop Fleetwood to his book of sermons

]

comprises the greatest part of the number, William Fleet-

wood was a prominient Whig minister who, nonetheless, was

e

Tavoritve of Queen inne, who appointed him Bishop of S

cf

Aspzh in 1708, He was invited to preash before the House

of Lords on January 16, 1712, and he chose as his subject,

4]

defending the necessity’
Spanish Succession._ The Tory ministry,
whethor by chance or by careful nanipulation, adjburned
the Fouse beyond the day on which the Bishop was\to speak,

Neverthelegs, the ssrmon was widely printed, and shortly

afterverd, a volume containing several more of his works

U

2

follcwed,
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-

his particular number of the

4+

snonsible for

-

Snecthator, has included the preface because, according to
the narrator, "It seems to me to determine a great Foint...

in Opposition to all the Flattery and base Submission of

i)

false Friends to Princes, that Christianity leflt us where

53

it found us as to our Civil Rights.® The Bishop's pre-
face is an apology Tor his bool; his reasons for plblluh—
ing it concur with the Whigs! major propaganda themes;
therefore, Steele has very good reasons for reprinting it.

In his preface, the good Whig Bishop expresses his
former fears, particularly at the death of the Duke of
Gloucester, that the Protestant Succession was in great
danger. Tet the demise of Gloucester brought about

tle Succession in the House of Hanover,

and giving it an Hereditery Right by

of Parliament, as long as it continues
Protestant. So much tood did God, in his
.uG”C“lul Providence fro% a Mlsxorbune Sl
bring about.

A eulogy of the Whig government which dominated the
early years of Queen Anne's reign follows, including the
merits of the recently dismissed Marlborough. Marlborough
seems Lo have been an obstacle to the attainment of the

\
Tory peace, and he was . also a strong political force in
the Whig opposition.gs The first decade of the eighteenth

T

cenbury seems truly & Augustan age in the Bishop's words:
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Such was the Fame of Her Administration

of AffTeirs at Home; such was the Repuba-
tion ol Her Wisdom and IFellcity in choos-
ing Ministers; and such was then esteoemed
theilr Feithfulness and Zeal, their Dili-
gence and great Abllities in execubting Her
Commands: To such a Height of military Glo-
ry did ler Great General and Her fArmies o
carry the British Name abrcad: Such was

the Harmony and Concord betwixt Her and
Her Allies: And such wag the Blessing of
God upon all Iler Councils and Undertealiings
that...n0 Prince of ours wasg ever yet ax
prospverous and successful; so loved, es-
teemed and honoured by their Subjects

and their Friends, nor near so formidable 6
to. their Enemies,

Unfortunately, according to the Bishop, this idyllic
state of affairs soon changed. In a manner reminiscent

of the seven plagues of Egypt,
«e.God for our Sins, permitted the Spirit
of Discord to go forth, and, by troubling
sore the Camp, the City and the Country
(and oh, that it had altogether svared the
places sacrced to his Worship!) to spoil... 57
this beautilful and Pleasing Prospect.

"Spirit of Discord" does not ap-

Surprisingly enough, this
parently refer to‘the War itself but to the arguments be-
tween Tory and Whig regarding fhe nature of the poace, The
Whigs were convinced that the Tory aims of Utrecht were to
sacrillice the Allies to France and bring the Prétender to

58
power in England., -~ sddison, indeed, had published a
pamphlet entitled, "The Present State of War, and the Neces-

sity of an fugmentotion,” in which he wrote, "no peace is
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to o mads without an entire disunion of the French and

59

anish Monarchies,” The Bishop of St. Aspah believos,

It will become mo botter [to nray] to re-
svore us to the Pouwsr of obtalnling such a
Peace, as will be to hisg Glory, the Safety,
Honour and the Welfare of the Queen snd Her
Dominicns, and the general Satiglaction of 60
all Her High and Highty Allies.'

indoubtedly the Whig Bishop's use of us does not petition
the Almighty on behall of the Church Universal, but rather
on thet of his own political party.

The reaction ©o the publication of the book of sermons
itsell and of its preface reprinted in the Specitator is il-
lustrative of the ferocity of varty feeling and the use of
veriodicals as propaganda. On June tenth, the House of Com-
mons ordered the preface to be "Burnt by the Hands of the

H

Common Hengman" as "malicious and factious, highly rellect-

-

ing upon the present Adminlstration of Public Affalrs, and
tending to create DloCOTd and Sedition amongst Her Subjects.
4s 1T this condemnatvion were not enough publicity for Fleet-

wood's views on the part of the misguided Tories, the edi-

tors of two of their periodicals, the Plain Dealer and the

Loy

Zxaminer, were foolish enough to criticize the Spectator's

partisanship, William Wagstaffe, in the Plain Dealer of

FEay 2, 1712, accuscs Kr. Spectator of writing "out of

]

mercenary consideration,” and concludes his paper with a

&2

ridiculing advertisement, parodying the Bishop's book.
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Suilt, in his Exmm1uor cannot seem to forget the in-
cident, even though he edmits that the preface would never

have been widely read "if, to make it circulate through all

rgland, at the Price of one Peny, .... the Spectator had

cn u 63

nos thoueht to revive it Later, Swiflt satirizes the

¥

reface in "A Letter of Thanks from liy

"

- - p D A s : 1
Lord W (harton] to the Lord B of S. Aspﬁg, in the Name oI

6l1.

vhe Kit-Xat Club," Although it is unlikely that the

Spectator was responsible for the circulation of 14,000

65

coples of the preface, as the Bishop himself estimated,

the storm of controversy surrounding tne incident testis-

ey

ies to the Svectator's effectiveness as a propaganda tool
of the Whig paritye.

The Spectator was well received by the eighteenth-
century English public, perheaps more so than numerous
other contemporary périodicals. - Its popularity méy be
attributed to the fact that its political leanings were
more subtlely expressed than those of its rivals. Another
Tactor which acoountcg for its wide acceptance was the
well-established roputatlop of Addison and Steele. Indeed,
the Tatler had ceased publication only two months beflore
it appeared, Published six times weekly, the Spectator
was printed on both sides of a folio half-sheet, two col-

urns to the page, with advertisements comprising a portion
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of tho socond PaAsce 00 ysen the publication of tho tenth
numbor, the Svoctator's circulation was estimated at three
theusand by Addison himself, IHe also allowéd twenty readers
to an individual paper, having observed that the daily issuev
67

was often read aloud within groups at London coffeehouses,
The characteristics of the average recader of the Spec-
cator are a measure of the scope of its influence. Al-

though it is Aifficult to determine those numbering among

2]

its daily readers during it years of publication, a list

of the subscribers to the collected volumes of the peper,

compiled in 1712, remains., Interestingly enough, each of

these volumes, eight altogether, is dedicated to a promin-
ent Whig.

The pearage is represented by forty-seven ol the Tour-
hundred-two names on the 1list, and in addition to the great
Whig patrons- Wharton, Halifax, and Sommers- there are Tory
names as well, one of the more interesting being Lord Foley,
Harley's owri brother-in-law. The landed gentry is not &as

ie1ll represented as men whose interests, Iinancial and rer-
cantile, are more similar to those of Sir Andrew Frecport
that those of 8ir Roger de Coverly. Many of this later
group were members cof the Board of Directors of the Bank

-

of England, private bankers, directors of various cormercial

ventures, promoters, or gpeculators. 68 4 surprising number
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of women appear on the list, thirty-six in all, divided more

‘o less equally among the ranks of the aristocracy and upper
g 6 . . ‘ . .
middle class. ? Thelr patronage was obviously a reward for
the promise in the fourth number of the Syectator to "dedi-

‘cate « considerable Share of these my Speculations to their

*.h

Most importantly, the largest single group of subscri-

71

o

vers is comprised of the renk and file of the bureaucracy.

Coviously, thse were the men for whose benefit the satire

tl hAs Whig prooagandists, it was

the Svectator appears. Ag

al,

the tagi: of Addison and 3teele to pros ﬁly ize in order to
crzat body of government workers

Tho appearance of so many burederats on the subscription
lists supports Plumb's suggestion that the spolls system,

wiileh was a by-product of the expaension of the executlve

role of government in this perled, made government support
o E gl
. s 72
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the final number of the Spectator
appeared, One reason Tor ibs disconbinuance was St, John's

Stamp Lct, a Tory measure to diminish the output of an anti-

73

government press by means of higher tartes, The levy did

l_'

not achieve its aim, nowever, for after the cessation of

the Spectator, Addison and Steele continued to comment

artisan papers,



the Guardian, the Englishmen, and the Crisis.

e A,

Literary critics have hailed the Spectator because it

provides an ineoxhaustible source of information, on the way

Th

people lived, What is more valuable to the historian are

-

the paper's indications of the way people thought; in par-
ticular, the Whig evaluation of the rival Tory position,
The major points of division- peace and war, religious
toleration, the Succession, finance, landed and conmercial
interests~ are the provocations for Addiscon and Steele's

satire. Throughout their work, the Tory's most distinc-

tive characteristic 1s opposition: opposition To t

of Spanish succession, Tinencial reform, liberal religious

policy, and the Hanoverians. This representation concurs
with Plumb'ls evaluation, 7Eand also with Feiling's expla-
nation of the Tory denmise. Horeover within the Spec-
tator essays, there ls ample evidence of the less political,
but verhaps more significant, division between the squire-

archy and the merchantry., It was thiy

154

question, according
te Plumb, which Latensified party divisions, " Under the
guilge ol the soclal esséy, Addison and Steele have deiined
narvy Lincs, and have. stereotyped both their fellow party
hemﬁers and thelr rivals, The Specgator papers are, there-
Tore, contemporary evidence to support the traditional con-
bept that political parties were organizced on ideological

. - -

and nractical bascs in iIngland during the reicn of Queen Anne.
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