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Preface.

Lewis Addison Armistead is today chiefly remembered for one
thing-the heroic charge of Eg“md his brigade at Gettysbursg. Where‘
Armistead fell beyond the stone wall,also fell the hopes,and yea even
perhaps the independence of ,the South.

It was fitting that such a man as Armistead should be the
hero of Gettyéburg—the leader of Pickett's magnificent charge and the
one who planted the flaz of Virginia and of the South on the very crest
of the hill-"The High Water Mark of the Confederacy." It was fitting
because Armistead had ever been in the ven of 'battle,qonstantly the leaw
der of charges~for it was he who led the asseult on sznwltepec and the
Confederate attack at Malvern Fill. Fe had been in the past the captain
<;.>f Americe's shock troops,and where his sword had pointed Americe had
geined victory after victory-ond where his voice hed rung with the order
to advance it hed seemed that Destiny had answered with triumphant echo,

Lewis Addison Armistead was thus fitted by experience and re-
nown to be the hero of Gettysburg,and the bearer of the Southern Cross
to its frthest penetration into the Northern lines-ond into the Nerth
itself., And no less fitted was he by tradition and birth for the rdie
he 5o gallently assumed on_-%l'/;laaiit_.OSul July rd of 1263,

His uncle wes Colonel @eorge Armistead-the hero and commender

of Fort McHenry-the first guardien end defender of "The Stae Spangled
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Banner"-for while Francis Key wrote,George Armistead fought. The result
was twofold: Americe received a national anthem and won a great victory-
o victory which is said by some to heve saved our entire Eastern sea-
board from Virginie to New Tork,from invasion and occupation by the enerry,

At Gettysburg,Llewis Armistend the nephew of the men who geve birth
to one flag-gave,himself,immortal glory to another. The United States of
Americe,today, & reunited nation sings again together the words Key wrote
and which Ggorge Armistead,and his banner and his men inspired;but the
world and hiétory praiseé end records the gallentry snd the velience of
the deed which lewis Armistead and his Virginians wrought on that terribie
day in July,lsgs. As long as memory and pride of race and lineage endureé »
Virginie and the South will recall the glory end honor,the sacrifice end
devotion,which her sons demonstreted on Cemetery Ridge-for now Time,end
its register Eistory records that what Pickett,Armistead,Garnett,Kemper and
all that noble band did that dey,ie destined to remmin a monument to walor
forever. o

Gettysburg,however,does not tell the entire story of Lewlis Armise
tead,nor does history in eny comnected and regulated pettern. To do what
history has failed to do,g f£illing in gaps and attempling to give greater
coherence and understanding to cold facts and disjointed and ill-fitting
links,is the purpose of this papere.

In the preparation of this %&I am especially indebted to Miss
Courtenasy Armistesd of this oity. Without her invalueble aid in collecting
and putting at the author's disposal all the kmown manusoript documents be-
longing and releting to Generel Armistead,the writing of this peper would

bave been impossible. Alsc,I would like to acknowledge here my gratitude to
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other members of the Armistead family,too mmbrous to mention and meny of
whon are uninown to me,for help and inforrsmtion cheerfully given, In like

) ' "(c}fkc'Sciéf)() '
nanner I wish to express my thanks to Mr,George F,Scheer,Sr.,end the steffs
of the Virginia State and the University of Richmend Iibraries for eid
rendered. Last,but by no means least,I would like to give thanks to my
professor,bre.R.C.HcDanel ywho wes 6 continuous inspiration to the suthore
end without whose advice,suggesyions and help the completion of this work
would have been impossibdle.

FoBWe ydrs

Richmond,Virginie,
¥ey 15,1939,
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L
Lewis Addison Armistead was born at New Bern,North Carolina,
February 18,1817,the son of @eneral Walker Feith Armistead,U.S.A.,and
Elizabeth Stenley Amistead.l
The Armistead femily [gsone of great antiquity-being a branch
of the femous house of the same name,which hhd been loocated for many years
in Yorkshire,Englend. The first of the name to came to the New World we.s
Williem Armistead,who migrated to Virginia in 1635. From Williem Armistead
have descended all of that name now in this country-and rarely have so
many noteble and distinguished men and women sprung from one progenitor, 2
¥any of the Armisteads have demonstrated a{;e;}for the career
milite,ryf-dnd .’m regards to the fa.ther and unocles of Lewis Armistead this
statement is in particulet true. One uncle,Colonel George Axmistead,waé
the hero of Forf ¥cHenry,end it was his defense of the fortress that ins-
pired Franci,is Scott Key to write the "Star Spangled Banner. "5A second
uncle Lewis Gustavus Adolphus,"nemed for the Swedish hero,'The Lion of
the North,' fell at Fort Erie! »%wo other uncles were distinguished soldiers,
and the ’father of the subject of this work was "graduated et West Point in
1803,fought in Cenade,olosed the Seminole war,end was,when he died in 1845,
second in cammend in the reguler ermy," 5

l.ﬁarber,hIrB.Virginia Arnistead,ThebArmistend Family 1635—1910,p.66.
2.Ibid,pps17=-29,

3.Poindexter,Rev.James E. »/4dress on the Life and Services of Gen.lewis
AJArmistead,p.l

4,Ibid.

5.7Bid.
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Genersal Walker Xeith Armistesd wmrried in 1814,"Elirzabeth,

n7

deughter of Jolm A.Stenléy,of NewbernS§.C."' At the time of Lewis

Armistend's birth,hié mother was epparently visiting her hame in the
014 North State ,"but socording to some authorities General WeK, Armis-
toad was ot the time stetioned there.” |

Xs to the boyhood of lewis Armiétead,little or nothing is lmown.

However in 1834 he cbtained an appointment to West Point g,but m.s forced

to leave in 1836 because of an youthful escapei’As the details of this 2V

eéc_:apade or rather a:méing,the euthor will give a brief (all éigbfé really
Inown) sccount of it.

It seems that Jubal Early insulted Cadet Armistead one day on
the parede ground and the latter retdliated by cracking his mess-hall plate

on Barly's head. Thereupon,young Lewis Aymistead wes retired from West
Poi_.nt'. 11 -
TAIs

W story,although not mentiomed in the Bictionary of Americen

w,m& states that young Armistead retired fram the Acaderty be~
cause pf inéugﬁ.cient scholastio preparatimlghaé 8 poeculiarly truthful
note in it~for Early wes always noted for his high temper and somewhat
arrogrant bearing,end it wes perfeotly natural for a spirited young South~
er such as Lewis Arnﬂ.stegd to_resgnt eny insulting rmark-oépecially

6, have found the name of this tomm spelt both New Bern and Newbern. It
would seem that either spelling is permissible. .- —
7.Garber,Mrs.Virginia Armistesd,The Armistead Family 1635~1810,p.66.

8.For conflioting accounts of haw Genertl L.A.Ermistesnd bappened to be born
in North Caroline,see Letter of Mr.F.MArmistead,and Rev.lr.Poindexter's
Address on therlife and Services,otc.,Pele o

T.Poindexter (the author will hitherto refer to The Rev.lr,Poindexter's Add-
P688 on the Life end Services,etc.,by merely using that worthy's surnsme),De
T,gives the date of entrance &s 1836,but all other authorities cite 1834.
10, Poindexter,p.l,Armistead Family Estory(as Mrs.@srber's work will hence~
forth be referred to),p.67,and told by Miss Courtenay Armistead in conver-
sation with the author,

1l.Poindexter,pp.1-2. _ -
12,Jormson,L1len(editor),Dictionary of American Biography,Vol.I,p.347.

Henceforth,if referred to will be sﬁ@l;y noted a5 bicteof Amer,Biof.

FI 2
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ont _ 13
coning fromflike Jubal A Barly.

I

On July 10,1839,young lewis Armistead now twenty-two yearé of
ege,was camissioned by Preéident Ven Buren a second-lieutenant in the
United States Army,and was at once assigned to the gtli Infantry.l4

It is an old femily legend that @eneral A.ndrew Jecksen appoine~
ted lewis Armistead to the army,but this is obv:.ously impossible,since
Van Buren was at the time president, It .’q.a undoubtedably true,however,
‘that Jackson who was en intimate friend of General W.K.Armistead,put in
& good word £or his old Smirnde’s son-snd this reccrmendstion certainly
bad mich to do With Van Buren issuing young Armistesd a comnission.’®

 From 1839-1840,1ieutensnt Apmistesd saw_service in the Secand
Seminole Was-fnrwhich war his fether commnded. That the young lieu-
tenant displayed sbility there can be no doubt,for in March,1844 he was
pranoted Firét-_-l.iqute_nant,and still later in the seme year was appointed
by Fresident Tyler to act as a cammissioner in adjuéting claims of the
Five Civilized Tribes,groming out of the Treaty of 1836.Lieutenant Armis-
tead was to act in this capacity in co=junction with Colonel George C.
Washington and @enerzl John T.Meson. "These oﬁ‘iceé arrived at Little
Rock on their way to Fort €ibson,January 1,1845." 17
13,Barly was always noted for his arrogrence and twmper.iny work deeling
in detail with different of the Southern generals,especially in repgsrdstto
their persone.l oharoters will bear the auther out in this statement, The
present writer's uncle knew Early fairly well-ond once in his presence made

this same statement.
14.Fotohkiss ,MajordJed. ,Virginia(Vol, 711 of Confederate Militars Bistog),

D« 576, Rereefter,this wor be referred to 68 Contea.liltsFist,
1§,Letter of Mr.M.M.Armistead,Sr.,of Little Rook,Ark,
16,751d,

17.Ibid.
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The exact wheresbouts of Iieutenant Armistesd at the cutbree.k
of the War with Mez_ioo,:lé apparently not known~but that he was still with

the 6th Infantry there can be little doubt.n‘rhis regiment was soon ordered

to Mexico,ond with it went the young subaltern..’

In Mexico Lewis Armistead speedily made & neme for himself. ¥e
led the a.séaulting colum at Chepultepsc where he was wounded,end wes made
Brevet Captain for bravery at Contreras and C}ambuéco and Brevet Major at
olino del Rey,2 |

After the concludion of the Mexicen War,Major Armistesd was sent
with the 6th Infentry "Out West"-to garrisom that great country and to pro-
tect ite inhebitants from the Indians, Armistead seemed greatly dissetis-
fied with the sort of life he was leading,for in a letter to Ms brother
Frank S.Armistead (la.t‘er & colonel in the Confederate Army),dated Feby.4.,
"62" at Fort Bodge,Iowa,he wrote in part:

The true,the only secret to success,to contentment,to virtue,
virtue,and to piety even,is in constant employment-£ll the
rest is vain and idealegs to happimess,you must not expect
to find it in this world~but trusting in the mercy of &od,
and in the atonement of a blessed Savior-look far beyond-
feeling confident,that the reward of a well spent life,is
sure and steadfast as eternal truth-and that the consuma-
tion of the Christien hope is peace and joy ferever-~withe
out such & hope,harr vain are all the sacred ties of earth-
without such & hope,how ocan we ever expect to meet those
in heaven whoam we have loved so fondly here-~without such

18.1 have been unable to find any reference to his whereabouts at this
time in any of the material consulted.

throughout volums for references to the 6th Inftmtry
20, Poindexter,pe2.,Confed.Nilt.Figt.,p.576,l0tter of HM,Arnmistead,end
others.




F.B.Wa.lker JIre hge 9.

& hope,what were life,but a dark and gloomy
shedow,"a vale of tears"”,a land of deeth;and
man left without €od,sinking even below,"the
brutes thet perish! Never let:a moment pess
unemployed. You cen not imegine,how much cen
be effected,in one short year,by devoting to
study only an hour a day-No man strides with
a step to greatness,or to fame,but slawly and
steadily he treads his path,undismayed by diff-
iculties or danger,treating with scorn the
vein and idle,that loiter near the way,tempt-
ing him to share,shat they eall pleasure;poor
fOOlS: howr mich mistakeneeesscccssoee ‘

- Febius writes to me that Bnole Edward is
confident in being able to obtain,a cadet's
warrant for you this year-I do not wish to
decide for you,but em willing to give you the
benefit of my experience,resulting fram near
thirteen years service in the ermy,end my ade
vice,my experience is,that it is a system of
favoritism,and of thankless drudgery,end a
life in which o man is more tempted to dis-
sipetion,than in almost any other he may
chance to choose:and when he dies,he leaved
his family poor and dependent,for the pey,
excopt in the highest grades,is not more than
sufficient to support him,and keep up the
appearance which the world demands. My ad-
vice,1s,therefore,with many thanks to Uncle
Edwmard,to deocline it,and to stay where you
are., OQur dear Father advised me not to enter
the army,~and for many years pest,I have
truly,and sorrowfully repented,that I did
not follow his advice-Now,choose for your-
selfeersnsessnssresnsns

Frank Armistead,however,did not follew his brother's advioce,
for he entered the U.S.Military Academy,where he gredusted in 1856,

This let’oer,notwithétanding,revealé Lewis Armistead as a religious and

2l Manuscript let’c.er;bf “Générai.l Lewis A Armistead,which the suthor has
in his temporary possession. —
22.,Armistead Family History,pi66.
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thoughtﬁzl m.n,a.s_ well as a repentant one, »
Major Armistead had merried asbout ten years previox_xély (that
is around 1840-1844),Cecilia Lee Love,dsughter of Richard K,Love,of
Fairfex COunty,VirginiaoasThere were several children by this marriage,
but all died (including the mother),ezcept one in & severe epidemic of
smallpax in the sutum,of 1855.24General Lee writing to Mrs.les fram
Fort Riley,Kansas,Noverber 5,1855,described the death of Mrs.Lewis Armis-
toad at that post,declaring:"A soldier has a hard life and but little
consideration, "spealing,"in part for Ammistesd snd in part for himself,"
The ohild who survived was Walker Keith Armistead,horn at St.
Davids,Alebams,December 11,1844, When gromn this Welker Armistead married _
Julia Frances Appleton of lioston,lhsé. 25 granddaughter of Panisel ‘P‘Ie'bster.a6
Fram 1855-1851,1.ewisﬂrmistea.d's life was one of constant ;;ourneys
and intemittent ﬁghting. Immediately after the death of his wife,the 6th
Ini‘a;ztry "warched overland to a pos’o that is now Los Angeles .8 distance of
"2200 miles through a wildemesr;.“z?Ther regiment was still centered at Los
Angaleé »and in Southern Californis generally,when £he Wear between the Stetes

broke oube-S

R3.Armistead Fanily sto D684

24,From e conversation Miss Courtenay Armi _
25,Freaman,Douglass Southn.ll,R.E.bae,A Blography,pss62, Nereafter this work
will be referred to as merely rreecm=n,

ZG.AmistBaad Fami& Hi Btosz,posao

27oLetter of’ .MQMS?@&&.

28,IBid.
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=

Major Armistead was at the time of the outbreak of the Civil
War,a soldder of experience and renovme He had been made full Ceptain
March 3,1855-and since tmt time had won arwell-carned reputation as
an Indien fighter. In 18569 "he commnded s detachment against the Iﬁd—

iens,defeating them."*Tius he renownced seourity and material well-boing

- - 30
when he threw his lot with his native state in May,1361,

News travelled slowly in those days~-and papticularly across the
4 . .
vast-and often barren{str‘etches and plaing of our "Far West.," It was not

strange,then,that in lMarch,1861,Major Armistead was busily engaged in
zy o : ;
quisting the Indians. Howewer,apparently as soon as he heard of the

secession of his native state he resigned from the U,S.Army-for his res-
ignation is dated May 26,1861,5%
At that time the 6th Infantry was mainly based at I..osAA.ngeZ!.ets.33

Pickett,darnett,and Hancock were among the officers. Al~
bbrt Sydney Jolmston commanded the United Stated troops
in Californis. He was stationed at San Francisco, ¥ re-
signed and came to Los Angeles. Mrs,Mancock had joimed
her husband by way of the Istlems. She says of the break
up and the resignations of those who were leaving to join
the South,"The most orushed of the party was Major Apmis-
tead,wvhoywith twars which were contagious streaming down
his face and hands upon Mr,H#ancook's shoulders while lookw
ing him steadily in the eyes,said, 'Hancock,zoodbys. You
can never know what this has cost me. And I hope %od will

29,Aymistend Family Histoiz',p.sm
7

30.Dictsof Anor.Bioge D¢ 347, _

31,The War of the Rebellion:A Compilotion of the Officisl Records of the
Union and Confodorate Arnﬁes';Vo%.é,ParE 1,pp.454,429,6tc, denceford this
work will be referred to as simply Official Records. ( Sewisa T3)
320D10t00f Amer;Bio’.,p.347. ;;{ i’}/

33.Lettsr of Wr. i."M.'J LAmistead.

.
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strike me dead if I am ever induced to leave
my native soil,should worse come to worse,!
“Turning to me he placed a small satehel in
my hend,requesting that it should hot be open-
ed except in the event of his death,in which
case the souvenirs it contained,wi’oh‘the = 28
ception of a little prayer book intendd for
me and which I still possess,should be sent to
his family. On the fly leaf of this book is
the following,'Lewis A,Armistead. Trust in God
and fear nothing.'At the some time he present-
ed Mr.Hancock with a new major's uniform,say-
iing,'he might somstime need ite'sesssoses
Armistead died in the way he prayed foreesss
Three out of the six from whom we parted that
evening in Los Angeles were killed in front of
General Hanoock's troops."(Reminiscences,pp.
68-70), 54 |

Albert Sydney Johnston,Major Armistead,and other officers
left Los Angeles by night,fearing arreét.ssThey then began their leng
and wearisame journey to join their Southern brethren in Texas. Near
Fort Tuma they had an opportunity to loot and burn the post,but gallant-
1y refreained fram doing.s0, In & letter to his wire,wfitten from Velle-
cito,"130 miles from Yuma",dolmston mentions the sbove "opportunity at
Fort Tuma",as well as the fact that Major Armistead wes with him and his
pe.rty.se

Jolmston and the othex;s{ officers reached Mesilla,Texas,in late
July,18g1§37l!ere mn.ny of them iingered for awhile-~including Major Armis-

toad. W,.’Zle in Texas Armistead commanded some Confederate troops,and was

34,Tbid. ' -
55:Ibid,a.nd Southern Historicnl Society Papers,Vol.X,p.424,The latter will

in the future be referred to as Sou.Hisl.50c.Papers.

——

364 Soff. Hist.Soc. Papers. ,VoleX,p.424
37.Ibid.
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instrumental in driving the Federal garrisons out of that pert of the
country. 58 _ ,

Armisteed st this tims,or same time previously,hnd been caumis-
sioned a colonel in the Confederate States Army,for on Sept.zg,lsgl,t)ol.
dJemes Je.Archer relieved Col.lLewis A.Armistead in cammnd of a regiment of
Texas Volunteers.sslmediately after being relieved,Col.Armistead left
for Richmond where he was almost instantly put in commnd of the 57th
Virginia Volunteers ( at the personal recammendation of General Robert

EQI‘QB)O%

v,

S—

In No§mnber,ltgl,Col.Arnﬂstead was ordered with his regﬁnent
to Western Virginis-now West Virginia. Nere he joined Floyd's cormend
for a short while,but soon efteryards was transferred to North Caroline,
Rere too,he lingered but shortly~for in February,1862;we £ind him bew

fore Franklin in the 01d Daminion~defending the Blackwater against the

advancing eneuny.ﬂ

9,0fficial Records,Vol.Ll,Par DPe314. / .
Zo:Tbideol.V,p. 93'5:8,11& Te'\",ter o?_(,}en.R.E.Lee ,6 photostatic copy of which

is In my temporary possession.

41,0fficinl Records,Vol.V,p,938,and Voz.’ﬁ,pp.%aﬁse'(foi-'lfgﬁfomatzon in
above paragra.ph).ﬁx,' addTtionnl information see,Dict.of AHGE.BRog.,p.347.

R e ]

oo i i
N SIS
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Evidently Col.Armistead was demoﬁgtrating marked talent for
command-because in m.rch,lagz,mrby Smith writéing to President Davis
from Knox¥ille,Tenn.,recommended that Armistead be peamoted to the
rank of Brigadier-Genorals?? Davis et once took General Smith's ad-
vice,and on April 1,Armistead was advenced to tmat grade,* With this
rank he was agsigned to the camand of a brigade in Gen.Benjamin
Huger's cli.vixz:i.ctn."t"4

Gen.}MoClellan the Northern cmﬁdeﬁ was now slowly malking
his way up the Peninsula-and on ¥ay 31, 1862,Gen.J.E.Jo}k1§ton,the Cone
federate commander before Richmond,struck him hard. The fierce ngage-
ment 'sfrhich resulted is today famous as the Battle of Seven Pines (or
Feir Oeks as the Federals referred to it).45

 In this battle Gen.lewis Armistead played & rather praminent
part. His brigade had been fighting hard for some hours,when the enemy
made & fierce cot&era.ttack. He and his men caught the full force of thés
charge-and &s most of his troops were green-the majority soon £led,¥as4
ﬂapﬁad;hoﬁever,by this reverse Armiéteadrrallied & few of his officers
and men,and made a breve stand at & oritical point-twthere at the time re-
treat might Mvemaéter for the Confederates, After fighying off

42,0ffiolal Records,Vol.X,Part 'i“,p.sos. v
43.Dict,of . Amer.Biog. sDeATe

44,Confod Milt.HisT, ,pe 576,and Freeurna.n,?ol.II,p.QO.
45, O;Eea.mit.ﬁsﬁ.,ppo269-285.
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the Yankees for same minutes,Armistead was reinforced by Gen.Picketi-
and the da.#:gaved. The next day,tliougﬁ,Anniétead'a men redeemed them-
selves sthey anpd lhhme'sf&kbeing the only two brigades to see action
on June 1st.%6

' On June 25th,just prior to the opening of the Seven Days' Battle,
Ge%Amiétead was stationed with his brigade about "5 miles from Riclmond,
between York River railrond end the Williemsburg road,where he was engaged
in continusl skirmishing until the advance to Malvern Eill,"d’

At Malvern nin,which was the last of the Seven Deys' Battles and
which was fought on July 1st,1a;2,Arm1$tead first gave evidence% ?{he part
he was destined to play on that tragic 3rd of July,].s;a,at dettysburg, In
this bloody repulse of the Army of Northern Virginis,Armistesd's brizade

played & gory-and yet glorious r%le,‘18

Gen,Lee determined on an assault upon the Northern positione
which was an exceedingly strong one,and which could be taken only bimcush
the utmost exertion end bravery on the part of officers end soldiers

alike, @en.Armistead was to be in cammnd of the attack,and he was also

or €he
to give wogd,tonset to begin.49

46,For an account of the details of the battle cited above see:Battles and
Leaders of the Civil War,Vol,il.,Dpp.255-258;Soldier of the South,ar Letters
of General Flokett to his i¥ife,pp.13-15;and others.
27, Confed, M 1it. BFist. , 06576, S .

48,For accounts of the battle of Malvern Hill,and the pert played in it
by Aymistead and his command,seoe:Henderson,Colsf®.F, R.,C,B.,Stonewsll Jackson,
(henceforth to be mentioned as Henderson) pp.384-395;Freoman,Vol.EE,pp.<0c=
220;Confed.Milit, Hist,p. 576 ;and others,

49,Frecman, Vol.1I,0p.201-207.
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| Through same sort of error,all the brigadieré did not Imow that
Armisteed was in command-ond he himself did not lmow it till later-and by
that time much had been lost by delaying. Finally,Armistead thought he sew
the opportunity,and with Gen.lee's order to"charge with a yell",the assault
began’.so _ , ,

Unfortunately the diépositioné of the troops had also becans
confuéed-but nevertheless the Southerners charged with great spirit. The
fighting grew hotter and hotter~while the sun was meantimes sinking lower
and lower. It was e ra.cé against time, It looked for a momsnt that the
twilight victory of Lee at Gaines' Mill was to be repeated-but darimess
ctme on oo quickly;end the advantage remaimed With the North,>-

Armistend #8d led his men brilliantly-and the ardor of their
a.f_.ta_ql;_w_rafg _constg.ntly mentioned in the reports of officers of both armies.
An}houtcmoresof dayligh{; and the South might have won her indapendence.sz

) In Augu#t ,18-6:2,Genera1 Amis;tead's cormand was formed into a

Virginia _Brigade.s_sThere had been much di.ssensior; in several of the Southe
ern States concerning the fact that often their troops were not led by
native sons, To remedy this situation,a general shakeup in cammands was
resorte&'sgnd‘ in the process of this regroupings of commands and officers,
General Armiétead,a.nd his apparently re-organized brigade,were transferred
to (daj.-Gen.R.E.Anderson's Division,%*
50, Ibid, , , o .
51.1b3.d,Dp.201~220), o - . . .
52,Tbid,andConfed.MilitsHist. ,Pe 576.A180 Officinl Records,VolsXl,Part 11,
Pp+822, 504,628,639 ,659,668~571,673-6T43678,760,787-791,801-803 680

53.0fficisl Records,Vol.XI,Part T1I,p.664.
54,1b1d,ps630,
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In lote August,1862,Lewis Armisteed perticipated with his brigade

in the various movemnté which ultiretely resulted in the great Confederate

: . , 55
victory of Second Manassase In this battle Armistead took an active pert.

frmistead was also instrumental in preventing Stuart from making e night
ettack upon the retreating and bedly beaten Federals-for the night after
the victory the latter wished to hurl his cavalry and Armistesd's brigede
upon the Yankees-but the counsels of the older and more experienced man pre-
vailed againét those of the brilliant,but scmetimes slightly reckless,young
covelry leader,”®
That Armistead wes right in delaying Stuert's proposed movement

until the cammanding generals could be consulted more fully there is little
doubde Most military suthorities,then and how,heve agreed that such an att-
ack as theo%etuart“ proposed would have been exceedingly dangerous-end to
employ sleng phreseology "perhaps the geme was not worth the candle, n57

On September y6 »1862,GenArnistead was appointed Provost Marshale
Ceneral of the Army of Northern Virginie (juét prior to lee's Sharpsburg
Campaign ).%hié office was considered by Gen,Iee at t-%time to be a
highly importent cne-end Lewis Armistead s appointment to it is indice~
tive of the great regerd wh:.ch GgnsLee had for him-both as to his capaci-

ties as e soldier and & man,5®

55.Ibld,Vol.XII,Part T1,pp.546,568. /
56,1b1d,Pe 7370 -
57.1bid,and others. R

58,Ibid, Vol.m,ratt.ﬁ,p-‘?%.

B9, FonfotsMiTE Fsts , Bs 576546, (Cornted.. o a Mt ! 4a76)
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As 'poipted out in the preceding para.gra.phé Gen,Armistead held
e poéition of ggeat responéibility and trust during the Maryland Cempeisn
of prrtanber,lséz. In his capacity as FProvost Marshal-Generel he brought
up the rear of the »amv es it advanced.soMoreover at the battle (EBharpse
‘burg) jtself he took an active pert,and during the{xetreat of the Con~
federate Army he gusrded the ford st Shepherdétcwn.s; |

At the Battle of Frederioksburg,December 13,1862,Armistesd mas
present but apperently did not play a prominent pe.rt.szliis brirade is given,
however,es smong those which took part in the compeign end main engage~

A few months previoué to Fredericksburg-in late September,l&gz-
Armisteed's Brigede had been transferred to Pickett's Division,with which
cormand Lewis Armistead continued until his deat}i.s‘}The» exact date of this
transfer is seemingly not knowm-but at grederickéburg Arms_tqg. and “his brige-

ode are given as in Pickett's Division; 8nd Confederate Militery Ejstory

stetos that ih participeted in the menoeuvres of that démiend directly af-

teor Slmrpéburg ( from inference in the opere.tioné pf Gen,Mclews againéy

Farper's Ferry).66

The spring of 1863 sew Armistead with Piokett and Longstreet
engaged in opératicns in éou’ch-eaét_ern Virginia-firét near l’eyeréburg

end latter at ths Siege of Sui‘folk. Because of these manoeuvres he
{Armlstead) was not present at chancellorsville,May 1—6 1863. 68
60, Confed Milit.Fist.,r1577.

61.3bid;letter of ﬁ M,Armistend;end Officiel Recorde,Vol oXIX,Part 1,pp.143
and 804,

62, Fonderson ,ppe 570-692,0fficial Records ,Vol.XJ(I 3D 539,

-63.Ib

64.5ee footncte directly below.

65.Honderson,p.591,Battles and Leaders,Vol "ﬁ,p.146.

66, Confod.Vildte Fist,Ds B77.

87.,0i1icial Recorﬁsﬂol.fﬁ I11,pp.915 and 1038.
68.Fendorson,pps644-69T.
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In June,l&63,Robert E.Lee began his sedond greet invesion of
the North-ond with him went Piokett snd Armistead.

The Southern ép;d;erg were in high »spi.rits' ‘as they orossed
Maryland end began to muﬁeinftmmylmimd no division was in
better épirité than thet of eeorgé E.Pickett. Pickett describing a
typicel incident in the invasion,wrote thusly to his sweetheart:

Yesterday my men were marching viotoriously through
the 1little town of @réencestle,ths bands all playing
our glorious,soul inspiring,Southern airs:'The Borny
Blue Flag',"My Meryland','Fer Bright Smile Heumts Me
Sti1l!,and dhe soldiers all happy,hopeful, joyously
keeping time to the musioc,many following it with their
voices,and making up for the went of the welcome they
were receiving in the enemy's country by cheering them-

selves and pgiving themselves & welcome. As Floweree's
rbend,playing 'Pixie‘,ms passing & vine~bowered hame,

e young girl rushed out on the porch and waved & ¥nited
States flag. Then,either fearing that it might be teken
from her or finding it too large and umwleldy,she fast-
ened it around her apron,end taking hold of it each
side,and waving it in defisnce,called out with all the
strength of her girlish voice,end ell the courage of
her brave young heart: '

Upraitors-traitors-traitors,come and take this fleg,
the man of you who dares!"

Knowing that many of my men were from & section of
the country which had been within the enery's lines,end
fearing lest same forget their manhood,l took off my
hat end bowsd to her,ssluted her flag and then twrned,
facing the men who felt and sew my unspoken order. And
don't you know that thsy-werecell-Virginiens and didn '%
forget it,end that almost every man lifted his ocap and
cheered the little mmiden who,tbhough she kept on waving
hbr fleg,ceased calling us traitors,till,finally,letting
it drop in front of her,she cried out:

"Oh.I wich-I wish I had a rebel flagsl'd wave that,
too!“sé

—— -

69,Pickett's Lotters (fram one dated Greencastle,Pa.,June 24,1863),
Pp.43-45.,
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But ales! this wes only an incident. Barely had & week passed
by before the first guns of Gettysburg were booming.
The 1lst of July,lsés(the first fay of Gettysburg),found Pickett
end his division in the vicinity of Chanzbersburg,?a.703y dint of hard
ma.rchi.ng they resched the field of operations on the afternoon of July

2nd. Piokett et once went to report to his corps commander,Lt.Gen,long-

Jo lis uwc e
street,end writes thua }of their meeting and subsequent events:

Though my poor men were almost exhausted by the march
in the intense heat,I feolt that the exlgencies demanded my
assuring Marse Robert that we had arrived and that,with e
few hours® rest,my men would be equel to anything he might
require of thems I sent Walter with my message and rode on
myself to Little Round Top to see 01d Peter,who,I tell you,
was miglty glad to see me, And now,just think of it,though
the 0ld war-~horse wes watching A.P,Hill's attack upam the
center and Food and Mclews of his own corps,who had struck
Sickles,he turned,end before referring to the fighting or
asking ebout the march,imuired efter you,my darling.While
ve were wetching the fight,Walter came back with Marse Rob-
ert's reply to my messege,which was in part:"Tell Pickett
I'm gle.d thet he has came,bht thet I shall not want him this
evening.

We have been on the fg? vive,my Sallie,since midnight;
and as early as three o'clock were on the march. About half
past three,Gary s pistol signaled the Yankees' attack upon
Gulp s Hill,end with its eacho & wail of regret went up from
my very soul that the other two brigedes cf my old division
had been left behind. Oh,Bod}-if only I had theml-c surety
£8r the honor of Virginis,for I can depend upon theam,ldttle
one, They know your soldier and would follow him into the
very Ja:ws of death,end he will need them~right there,too,
before he's through.

At early dewn,darkened by the threatening rein,Armid.

tead,Carnett ,Kemper and your soldier held & heart~to~heart

POWPCWe

70.Pickett's letters; 3D 53,
71, Ibi Jbid.
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All three sent 'regards to you,end 0ld Lewis pulled
& ring fram his little finger and,meking me take it,
said,"Give this little toké,CGeorge,please,to her of
the sunset eyes,with my love,end tell her the 'old man’
says since he could not be the lucky dog he's mighty
glad that you are,"
Dear old Lewis~dear old ‘lLo’,as h,agruder almys
called him,being short for Lotmr:lo..... ceede
Just as we three separated to go our different
ways after silently clasping hands,our feasrs and
prayers voiced in the "Good luck,o0ld man,"s summons
ceme from Old Peter,end I immediately rode to the
top of the ridge where he and N.'arse Robert were
making & reconnaissance of Meade's position, "Great

" said 01d Peter ss I came up."Look,General Lee,
at.the inswrmountable difficulties between cur line
inid that of the Yenkees-the steep hills-the tiers of
artillery~the fences-the heavy skirmish line-And then
we'll have to fight our 1nfantry against their batt-

eries. Look at the ground we'll have to charge over,
nearly a mile of that open ground there under the
rain of their canister and shrapnel."

"The eneryy is there,feneral Longstreet,and I em
going to strike him,"said Marse Robert in his firm,
quiet,detemined voice.

About 8 o'clock I rode with them along our line
of prostrate infentry. They had been told to lie dowm
to prevent attracting attention,end though they had
been forbidden to cheer they voluntarily arose and

lifted in reverential adoration their ceps to cur be-
loved cammnder as we rode slowly alonge Oh,the res-
ponsibility for the lives of such men as theseleesss

- Our line of battle faces Cemelery Ridge., Our de-

tachments have been throwm forwerd to support our eart-
illery which stretches over a mile along the crests of
Ok Ridge and Seminary Ridge. The men are lying in the
rear,ry darling,and the hot July sun pours its smorch-
ing reys almost vertically down upon them, The suffer-
ing and watting are almost unbearable.

Well,my sweetheart,at one o'clock the awful sile
ence was broken by & cennon-shot,end then enother,and
then enother,and then more than & hundred guns shook
the hills from crest to base,answered by more than ano-
ther hundred-the whole world a blazing wvolcano~the
whole of heaven & tlunderbolt-then darkness and abso-
lute silence-~then the grim and gruescms,lowspoken corm-
ands-then the fotming of the attacking colums. My
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brave Virginiens are to attack in front. Oh,God in
mercy help me as e never helped before.

I have ridden up to report to 01d Peter. I shall
give him this letter to mril to you and a peckagw to
give you if«Oh,my derling,do you feel the love of my
heart,the prayer,as I write thet fatal word 'if'?

01d Peter laid his hend over mine and seid:~" I
know,@sorge,I know-but I can't do it,boy. Alexander
has my instructions, He will give you the order."
There was silence,end his hand still rested on mine
when & courier rode up and handed me a note from
Alexandersesecsces

Alexander had now been laying dom a barrage for nearly two
73 . ,
hours. When the firing finally ceased Fickett and hid brigediers took

advantege of "the glowering darkness" to form their men in attecking
colum-~just before the brow of Seminary Ridge. Then word came from Alex-

ander to charge for the srmunition wes almost exheusted and they would
' ' B - T4 o
need what was left to cover them in their advence. ( This shortness of

: 75
the szmunition supply wes entirely unknown to General lee).

| Now let us turn to Armistead-and in the words of The Rev,dJemes
Ee. Poindexter,formerly a captain under Armistesad-

"A short time,"says Col.Martin,"before the advance was
ordered,the €gneral,as his custom was,marched up and dom
in frpnt of his troops,encouraging them in every wiy",for
the shook of erms so soon to follew. "Remember,men,what
you are fighting for. Remember your humed and your firesides,
your mothers and wives and sisters and your sweethearts,"
' When the signal guns were fired,he promptly celled Hattem-
tion",and instantly every man was on his feet. Coming then
right pdmiet to the front of the Fifty-third Virginia,which
was that day the battelion of direction,he said to Color-
Sergeant Blackburn® "Sergeant,ars you going to plant thoso
colors on the enemy's works over yonder?" "Yes,Genoral,"was
the firm reply,"if mortal man can do it,I will," Then the

72.Tbid,ppe53-57 (from one dated Gettysburg,July 3,1863). -

73, Ibid,ps 59;Froeman,VoleT11,ppe 113-~134;Rattles and Leaders,Vols11%,pp.293-
3913¥cCabe,James De,Jdre,1ife and Compaiens of General Robert E,Leo,pp.400-
403;and others.
74,Ibid.
76.Ibid.
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chief exhorted his men to follow their colors and to
remembor the brave words of Sergeant Biackburn,and give
ing the cammnd,"Battalion,forward;puide-centre,march,"
he placed himself in front of the Fifty-third Virginia,
and,marching on fool,twenty yards aljead of his brigads,
wetched and directed our advance, It was not long be-
fore the battle was raging in all its fury.

The brigades of Garnett and Kemper wers in our front,
and a3 we drew near the advance line Xemper rode back to
Armistead,who marched on foot,and said: “Amistaad,hurry
up;I am going to oharge those heights and carry them,and
I want you to support md," "I'1l do it",he replied, Then
glorying in the conduct of his men,he said to Kemper:
"Look at my line;it never looked better on dress parade,"

" And now ozme the_supreme test, We quietly gave the
opder,"Colonel,doublenquick,” And putting his black felt
hat on the point of his sword,he led the advance,all the
time in front of hix line of battle,marching straight a-
head throdgh a hail of bullets,"the very embodiment of a
herolc commander.” The sword pierced through the hat,and
more than once 1t slipped dovm to the hilt,and we saw 8-
bove it the naked steel. &s often as the hat slipped dowm

the old hero would hoist it agein to the sword's point, And
sosborne aloft with matohless courage,it caught the eye,
it nerved the hearts of his devoted men,a standard as glor-
ious,as worthy to be sung,as the plume that floated at Ivry
above the helmet of Navarre. ' )

And now the battle raged with redoubled fury. "As we
got within forty yards of the stone wall,"says Lisutenant
Whitshead,"cams all along the line the order to charge,and
charge we did. From behind the fence the Yankes infantry
rose and poured into our ranks a murderous fire, Gaprnett's
brigade and Kemper's had almost entirely disappeared;their
brave commenders,their gallant officers,were stretched on
the field,and it remained for Armistead's men to do ths work.
After o desperate fight the Ypnkees began to give way;and
as they fell back our men rushed forward to the stone wall
with unfaltering steps,Armistead still leading the charge."

The advancling line halted here,but only for an instant,
The veteran Apmistead took in with the eye of a trained sole
dier the whole situation,and saw in & flash that $o halt there
meant ruin and defeat, Jyst ahead,bristling with cannon,was
Cemetery Ridge. Just beyond it Hancock,"a foemen worthy of
his steel”,wns mrrying up his heavy reserves, On the right
and on the left the enamy's lines werse still intact. On hoth
flanks fierce assaults would soon be made on Pjckett's men,
"Colonel,"seid Armistead to the commanding officer of the
Fifty~third,"we oannot stay here,"
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A word to Martin wes enough. "Forward with the colors,"
he cried,and over the wall they went,Armistead and Martin;
and with them went & gallant band resolved that day to
conquer or die, The flag of the Fifty-third regiment,
borne by Lisutenant Carter,flas‘pd like a meteor in the
van. The indomitable Armistead,his hat on the point of
his sword,towersd before them like a pillar of fire.
"Follow me,boys;give them the cold steelt A undred and
£ifty undaunted men followed their chief, - :
They left behind them the stone wall. They passed
the earth works. They seized the cannon that,doubled
shotted at ten yards distance,had torn their ranks with
canister. Victory seemed within their grasp. But alas]
the support they looked for never came. In the nick of
time Hancock's reserves were hurried to the front. They
came on,he says,"four lines deep,"and firing at close
renge,poured into the little band that follwed Armis-
tead a destructive volley. In that "hell of fire,"as
Bilharz says,™nothing could live." The intrepid Martin
fwll maimed for 1life. Foriy~two of his brave Virginiens
ley dead around him, And there,in the Bloody Angle,our
heroic ohief,grasping a captured cannog to turn it on
the foe,fell amongst his devoted men,pierced with mortal
wounds,"and sealing with his heart's 'g'iooé. the highe
water mark of the Confedorate cause."’®

As the Federals bore the wounded Armisfead to the rear they
- i ; e x€
meb the'Sgklisht Hancock hurrying to the front," Bach at once reco-

znized the other,and Hancock dismounting end grasping Armistend by the
ﬁand,ihqﬁ?ed_aé to »hié oonditions The latter replied thet he was mor-

tally wounded. Fancofk then attempted to cheer him up and ordered him
SR e
to be given medical attention at once.

Pes

76.Poindexter,pps4-T. Thbs account is borne out in all it/tézsentials by
a1l The others,however. For example,see,Freeman,Vol,II1,112-134,and Off-
jeial Records.,Vol . XXVII,Part I,p.74 and pp.374 and 428. VollXAVII,Part
TT,ppe290,306,and 369, = —
T7.Poindexter,peTe

78.Ibid.
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‘Armiét.ead was right however,in regard to the seriousness
of his condition. The old hero lingered throughout the 4th,but paséed awey
on July . | | |

"General lee wrote in -his ‘report,'Brigadier-Generais Armistead,
Barksdale,Garnett and Semmes died as they had lived,discharging the highe
e;:t duties of pat.riotz; with devotion that never faltered and courage that

. - 80
shrank from no danger."

) If the authbr was a novelist or & playwright it would hz.ve» been
f£itting to have ended the story of Lewis AGdison Armistead in the lash
chepter-mith the great and herolo climax of July 5rd,1865-but such cane
not. be,for this,fortunately or unfortunately as the case may be,is history
and not fiction, Lewis Addison Armiétead though romantic end appealing
a figt.ire as ever strode any étage ,mé nevertheless & living man-and like
many other similar M,who perished as he,with his death there comes
a post-mortem, _ o - _ }

» Twenty years after the death of @energl Armistead,@en.Abner
Doubleday, formerly of the U.S.Army,published a Wolume containing his

memoirs. This work was called Chancellorsville and Gettysburg?l

Gen,Doubleday in this book made several very slanderous remsrks

79.Ibide -
80,Confed Milit. Histe,Peb6770
81.Sou.H15t.Soc.P&pers,Vol.:X:,p.ZM.
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concgrning_Gen.Armistead's conduct at the beginning of the war gn_d at
Gottysburg. At the First Menassas ho (Poubleday) alleged that Aymistead
at fough’o on the Northern side-and had been seduced by Southern afflis~
tiom to bteraclﬁngbhhig loyalty-and that he had joined the Confederacy
only after much peréuaéion. The second ac&usationrwhioh Doubleday hurled
against Armistead was that on his death bed et Gettysburg he led repent-
ed of his service to the Southern Sta.teé sand had expressed regret that he
died fighting for a cause which sought to extend slavery over the Frée
States‘saz | - | -
| The fitst of these chargeé is a.lmoét too riduclous to warrant &
sorious answer. As the reader alwsady knaws Armistead did not reach Texas
from Cglifornia in 1861,unti.1 after the First Manassas had been fought. 'rm.s

can be proved by the most conoclusive proofs and evidence: Qfficisl Records s

in which N rthern officers report the relieving of poéts wliioﬁ tf;e departe

ing Southerneré had lefysletteré am_i orderé innumersable,both Union and Cone
federate mentioning the fact that Jofmétqn (A.S.).,Anniétead,and others had
passed thelr way,or ha.lted at this spot or the other,stc, ;the services vmich

Armistead rendered the Confederacy in Texas in July,August,and Septemhnt,1861,
- 83 .
end ad infinitum. The second of Doubleda.y 8 a.ccusations has been provedh to

be equa.lly :E‘alse-froun testimony of Union soldiers who shared oots next to the

wounded Armistead in the Field Hospital at Gettysbnrg.,*‘rcm the doctor who
84

attended him,etce The only puzzle is: why did Doubleday bring such insulte
ing-and yet riduclous charges-against a man like Lewis Armistead,whose repu-

82011)1&' .
83.50e -footnotes in II and 111,dealing with Armistead's career in the old

army.For additional Informetion consult Sou.!{j_st.Soc.Papers,Vol.'X,n.zatl,pp.

84,Tbid (Sou.Hlst.Soc. Papers). Also VoloXI of same,pp.283-286,
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tation had always been spotless and sbove question? The only tmoupossihle |
anewdts are either pique or carelessness. v A »

It mst be admitted that o man's reputation is one thing that
should not be handled ig é. loose manner-and since even after Doubleday
wa.s proven & liar-he made amendé by inserting only a small footnote stating
thet he might have béen m:l:stgken concerning Armistead,in the second edi-
tion of hié_book-it would seem that the author's first supposition id thev
. An individual so smll es to trylemdsruinsbhelreiutationtofiaz
menydsadtandrunableito défendshinselfzbdoausblofiscne perstialagiudgs,is
of too small a character and vision 'l'.'o‘mehtion furthet. The author will
here diépense with furthér discussion of Abner Doubleday-ed 8 person of

too mean a temperament and too baised & mind to warrent further étudy.

Vil.

Lewis Addison Armiétead's reputatioh is today secure. Hystory
knows hinm as & courageoué soldier and a gallant gentleman, H:.s greatest
praiée is that ke is admired equally by North end South-former Federal

and former Confederate both do his memory hommge,

85.Tbid. (In relation to footnote in 2nd edition of Doubleday's book),
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Armistend was always first in battle and last to leave, He
never asked his men to do & thing he would -not. do himself-and in all
that was dangerous snd in all that was glorious he was a leader,

Today there stands & momument atettysburg where he follwe
monuiment to valor forever. 3 é_ ) . ‘

The Hero of Gettysburg lies buried in St.Paul's Cemetery,
Baltimore,in a vadlt-beside him in death lies George Armistead-the
Hero of Fort McHenry.fgut neither are really dead-for they live to-
ggeher eternally through their immortal deeds~aach giving birth and
added glory to a flag. One flag is praiéed today lsjn'augh song by the
volces of & reunited nation-the other bamner,the Southern Cross,will

live as long as men are brave-and revere the memory of the valiant and

the heroisms which they wrought,
> 6&/2//

fé./mw&%/aajﬁ’z
57 bl .
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