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PREFACE

This menegraph 1s prepared for Dr, R, C. McDanel,

as an originul research in American History,

In preparing this work, I am especially indebted to
the sources which I have used, snd to F. J. Yeager, Cler:

to Hon. Swansoi,

I wish to thank Secretary Swanson's sisters and eou-

sin sepurutely for the interview waich they have given me.

In fthis work I covered mostly his political litTe.
I did not go into every npolitical detail, but gave the
nos ¥ lmportant politicul hichlisghits of his long cereer. I

hope that I have covered his politiecal history as thorouzuly

as possible within these few pages.

I have mentioned nothing concernins his privete 1life;
however, I want to stute timt he hus been married twice,
but his ne crildren., He alwuys has been o very devoted

nusbhband.

In conclusion, I wigh to say that throuh the opinions
that I have gathered, I find that Secretery Swanson is one
] ? o
of the finest men alive today. His charscter has been a
backbone througiiout his long carser; his reuubation is un-
g > &) ’ &
blemished; and his personelity, which hus stood him in good

stead, is cuptiveting and brillient,

J. Rolwiid Nuckols
University of Richmond,

Richmond, Va.
May 23, 1937,
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CHAPTER I

HBARLY LIFZ

Claude Augustus Swanson Was born at Swansonville,
Pittsylvania County, Virginia on lMarch 31, 186Z. He is
the son of John luse Swanson and Catherine Pritchett.
His father who was a merchant and tobaceco manufacturer
lost all his property in the panie of 1876, This caused
Clauwde to have to stop his education at the age of four-
teen and zo to work on the farm. He worked here for
two years,l and did &1l of the menual labor incident to
Tarnm life.? To maeny boys this would be very discouraging
and would cause them to give up, but not so with Claude.
This proved to be a great help to him for he learned

that rewards come only by hard work.z

Wihile he worked on the farm he read the story of
Vierren Hastings, which served to stimulate his decires,
During his spare time he studied nis books. 4after doing
this for two years he qualified and tuusht school at e

4 .
small log bod;ed school, Salem,” near his home.

e

He taught school for two years and mencged to sove

enouzh noney to attend the Virginia Polytechnic Institute
e
7

-

1. Tyler, ed., llen of Inrk in Virginic, v
Zo Record of Hon., Claude 4., owenson &8 Congrazgsncll —-- Gover-
AOY == Svnator, De 9o tiereafter btals *1L“ ve clted ag

RECOraS C SwalisSon.)

Oe Qy-’—e y Qe cit.

4o IDiG., I kunow the nome of thie school was Salem because
e tausht my foether. '




-
L

Ak ﬁlacksﬁurg for one session. e i not huve enouh
fnoney to continue his elucatiovn, o stopped ord securcd
e positicn as o clerk in o grocery siore in Donville
where ne workel Tor two years.5 During the day ne pew-
formed his duties in the store, wut ot nizht ne conti-
nued his studies with the idea of becoming & lawyer
Becauce he was interested in dsbating he took prrt in
the debutes of & large debating society of Danville ind
also spoke frequently at nublic meetings. Tour lewdinz
men in Danville, one o lawyer, and the other three toba-
cco m nufacturers, bvecame very much impresced with him
and offered to lend him enou~h: money to complebte nis

educntion and ecuip him to ractice law., He uccerted

thelr offer cud save them his note, declining their offer

He decided to go to Randolph-Ilacon College. ‘hile
here hie helped to »oy sert of hisc expenses by editing the
"Henover =and Coroline News," one of the leading demccratic

o J.'v

papers of this section, and edited the nmonthly moghzine.

He won the "Sutherlin Medal" for oratory and the "Debato
iledel" i the Vashington Literory Society.7 Thile in col-
lege he becane interested in the Democratic Tardy and

showed thls interest by moking specclhies in Honover County

&

in beh 1T of the Democratvic ticket and also. by edibin

the Democratic paper which I heve already mentioned.,d

/,

5. Inid. \/ ,

0o ID-L\J-Q

76 Rec QS of SWEUSON, De Se
8. of SWolNSOr, Ds O




After three years he took hig A,B. degree and in 1886
went to the University of Virginis vhere he took his

Bachelor of Law degree, & two year course, in one year.g

-

Lfter graduating from College he came bock to ritt-
sylvonia end practiced law at Chetham where he also
served as cditor of tue "Pittsylvenic Tribune," a Demo-
cratic paper of a very large circulation. During this
time he woas an active worker in behalf of the Democratic
Party. He soon had a good law practice and pald back
all of the money advenced for his education, with in=-

terest.lo

.‘/- i

/jf
9. Tyler, op. cit. v/
10. ‘Records of Swaunson, pv. 4.




CHAPTER IX
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

In 1892, less than six years after he hed gradue ted
from College he had been ﬁominate& and elected by ﬁhe
Democrats of the Fifth Congressionzl District. of Virgi~-
Inia to represent them in Washington,. He won by a sub-
Istantial majority over thelRepublioan candidate, although
| the Democrats and Republicans of this district were very

| | |
‘evenly divided and the district had gone Republiean only

a short while before.11

He entered Congress in 1893, one of the youngest
members in the House at the time, He was nonminated and
elected by'the Democrats of this district six times with-
out opposition. Tach year during this time the democratic
majofity increased until it became overwhelmingly demo-

cratic.lz

While & member of the House of Representatives, he
quite fittingly was a msmber of the Post Office and Post
Roads Committees for ten years. He was & member of the
Ways and lleans Committee, which is the most important’
commnittee of the House and has charge of all measures
which have to do with the country's revenue. For & long
time he was the leading Democrat on the Fost Office Com-

mittee.ls

11, Records of Swanson, p. 4.
12. ibid. .
13. Tyler, op. cit. \//




Oné of Swanson's greatest achievements while a
lhember of the House of Reprééentatives has %0 do with
Earal Free Delivery. He was reared in the Ceountry and
knew the inconvenience and trouble which the country peo-
ple had to undergo in order to get their mail. Refore
Swanson was elected to the House of Representatives there
were no rural delivery systems but small post offices
were scatbered all over the state., In ordexﬁ\for one to
get his mail he very often had to go miles o%er muddy
roads, With this Dbeing the case people who lived a Tew
miles away from\the post office could not visit it daily
but weekly or monthly, since very often they 4id not get
any mail anyway. Swanson probably had seen this necessi-
ty of Rurzl Free Delivery 1ongibefore he was elected to

the House of Representatives,

In the House of Representatives his first Commitfee
Assignment was upon the Post offices and Fost Roads Com-
mittee. He soon began an agitetion in this Committee
for Rural Delivery &s it is now carried. He was on the
Committee which first made an approprintion of $10,000
for experimental purposes. The Tirst rural free delivery
route was in Virginia and proved a gréat success., He
continued the fight for larger approprictions., When the
appropriations were increasing rapidly and the battle
seemed to be won, the Committee decided to change the sys-

tem t0 a S¥exe Route System, whieh would have resulted



in its ‘destruction. lr. Swanson led the fight to keep

the Rural Free Delivery system as it is today. He net
with much opposition in the Committee and only one man,
My, Cromer of Indiana, would sign the report with him,
but he eontinued the fight for the Rural Free Delivery

System.14 Finally it was carried to the House of Repre~
gentatives where he h;d charge of the debate for the re-~
tention bf the system. The contést lasted for two weeks

end Swanson was severely criticized by &ll of the mem-

bers of the Committee except one and by mest of the leaders
1

(w3}

of the Democratic and Republican parties, He remained
a friend of the system as long as he was a member of the
House of Representatives. After he entered the Senute,
another attenpt was made by amendment to destroy the sys-
. . ,({qu— .

tem by changing it to the S%e28 Route aguin. He made a
speech in the Senate favoring its retention. The system
as it is %today is due as much to the efforts of lr, Swan-

son as 1t is to anyone else.l6

Some of his other achieveménts wnile in C ongress
are: He aided in the passage of a Dbill vaich zave the
States the nower fo tax national bank notes and United
States Treasury Notes, thus giving the Stetes a source
of taxatiqn of which they had previously been d.e]p:c':‘LveéWL.1'7

He voted for and made a speech favoring the repeal

of the law which permitted Federal supervisors and mar-

14, Records of Swanson, pp. 7-8.

15, Tyler, op. cit.
16, Recoras of gvansoﬁf/p. 8
17. Ibid. ’




shals to have control over presidential and congres-

sion:-l elections.18

This law which gave Tederal Authorities control
over Congressional and Tresidential élections had been
passed soon after the war beﬁweén the states and was de-
signed as a means of punishment for the North on the South.

The law repealing this, gave the South freedom, which it

had not previously had.

He also believed in giving the people the power *to
eclect their United States Senatars and governors of the
stetes. This is expressed by the fact th t he voted for
the joint resolution to amend the constitution giving the .
veople the right to elect their United States Senators

by direct populaxn vote.l9

While he wes a nember of the)ﬁbuse various hills
were reported which woull heve ellowel the Pacific raile-
roads v0 settle their indebtedness to the United States
in such a vay that the Government would have .lost miliions
of dollars which had been advonced the railromds., o,
Swanson made many speeches age.inst these measures and
thus by his speeches and voke he g ided in defeating these
measures, which would have cost the tax payers of this

nation much monqy;zo

He has been against trust and monopolies and expressed

18. Ibvid.
19, Tbig.

20, Records of Swanson, ppe. 8-9,




this_While he was in the Holise and also in the Senate

by voting for anti-trust legislation. He also voted for
measures vwhich would help to keep monopolies from being
formed in restraint of trade. He voted for measures vhich
would punish officers and agents of monopolies who vio-
lo.ted the TFederal laws and also for measures which would
help people who had been injured by them, to sue aml re-~
gover damages.gl He once said about monopolies and trust
in an address:

Recognizing that monopoly was a menace to our
industrial well-being and progress, levying its
unjust exactions, both on the producer and con-
sumer, I have invariably supported legislation to
prevent trust and combinetions. We need further
legislation upon this subject and more rigorous
enforcement of existing 14g§ it we are to be saved
from industriel servitudle. '

He vwas not s gainst the small pecple but the rich or
well to do, because he insisted that the labor unions and
farm organizations should not be included in these Anti-

trust 1aws.?‘:5

Sec't Swanson voted for and aided in the passage of
all measures which & imed at the construction of the Pa-

nama Canal.z4

The railroads used to have men to go between the
trains and couple the trains by hand., This was a very

dangerous job and in many cases the men would get caught

21, Ibl&.,p. 9.

22, Issued in Behalf of the CanaldaCJ of Senator Claude fe
.-owanson to Succeed Himself in tne’Unlteu otates Senate,
pe 4. (Hereafter this will be cited as Senator Claude
L, Swanson,)

2%+ Records of Swanson, pe. 9.

24, Thia., 9.




between the trains and be killed, Sec't. Swanson had
sympathy with these warkers and wanbed them to get a

square deal. This is shown by the following fact.

While he was in the House he voted for and 4id
all that he could to get automatic couplers and other
railroad legilation in order to protect the workers from

the aangerbus jobs.25

He voted for znd aided in plecing on the free Zist
wire rods, bared wire fencing, and othszr raterials wiilch,
the Tarmers needed but which were controlled by monopo-
lies.26 This was a great savihg to the farmers.,

He voted for and aided in the passing of scts of

N
legislation which pronibited menufacturers in this coun-
try from selling things cheaper abroad than at home .27
This was a great saving to the consumers of our country,
Tor very often the tariff was so high thet manufacturers
could ship things a&cross the ocean ond sell them in for-
sign countries cheaper than the same crticles would be
sold at home. This vould héip the consamef because manu-
facturers not being avle to sell products in foreign
countries cheaper than at home would have to lower the
not
home market price in order/%o 105%6 foreign trade.
[
He voted for legislation which would take away all

protection from articles which were maenufactured and con-

25, Ivid., p. 9.
A6. 1Did., ve 9.
27. Tbid., p. 9.
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trolled by trust, monopolies and combines.as

Sec't Swanson was rearei on o tobacco farm and his
ather was & tobacco manufacturer., He had great interest
ln tobaceo and sought to see that tobaceo men got jus-
;ice. He spoke in favor of removing the restrictions on
fobacco caused by the Regii contracts in selling tobacco
abroad end sought to get our cgovernment to take control
of the matter and give the tobacco growers the right to

sell tobacco in all foreign countries,o?

He did notable work on fae Viays end lleans Committeé
of whida he was & member for such é long time. In regard
to the tar1¢f he had the views of the Democratic perby.
He believed in & low tariff for revenue only. He was

Dingley Mariff. He itcok an wotive intevesth

m
02
oo
[N
=
W
fag
ch
et
I3

-

in securing the possage of a bill which provided for a
reciprocal tariff with Cuba and free trade withh Porto

Rico amd the Philippine Islands .20

In Congress he mede speeches favoring the passage
of the Wilson Tarif?f biil; a reform in our currency sys-
tem and permission of banks to issue currency upon asseis,
He made‘a speech favoring the cause of the Cubans and

asked that a declaration of war be declared against Spain.sl

28, Records of Swanson, P 9.
oo, Tyler, Op. cit.,
51. Ile'
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CHARPTER IIL
GOVIRIIOR

My father told me that he heard Secretary Swanson
say while he was his school teacher at Salem thet his
highest embition had always been to be governor of Vir-
ginia., He realized this ambition at a very eariy age.,

He began a campaign for the gubernatorial nomination in
1901 but was defeated by A, J. Montague in the convention
at Norfolk.® He took his defeat in a sportsmenship and
manly way. 4fter he was defeated he made & speech in
Norfolk in which he asked the people to support the can-
didates and said:

Your candidates are my candidates, your nomi-
nees my nominees, your stanlard bearers are ny
standard bearers,

He got a wvery big appl-'a,use,-35 and went %o work meking
moxre speéches than any other man in the state. In a
little while he had won thousands of friends as & result
of tie way thot he tock nis defeat.54 This was his first

and only defeat in a political election.

In 1905 he ran in the first popular primary for the
governofship of Virginia and received more votes than boih
of his competitors -- William Hodge Mann and Joserh I.
Willard.55 He remained in Congress until he resigned in

1906 to be inaugurated governor of Virginia.°6

32, Tyler, op. cit,

8%, The Ricnmond Dispatch, Aug. 15, 1901, p. 5.

84, Tyler, op.. cit. .

©5. Records of Swanson, pp. 4=5.

%6, Outline vhich F, J. Yeager, Clerk %o Sec't, gave me,
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‘In the campaign in the £all for his election he
won over bthe Republican candidate Judge L. L. Lewis by
. o a7
2 plurality of 20,000,

Secretary Swanson's administration was a very. pro-
gressive one. It was marked by improvements along many
I
lines, most of which he recommended in his inaugural ad-

fdress am urged the General Assembly to enact.

In his Inaugural address Sec't. SWanson said that the
bBtate should begin to reduce its bonded indebtness.58 Thé
First act which he signed had to do with reducing the
state’s debt. It appropriated $74,000 annually which was
‘to be added to the $42,000 then received from the state's
holdings in the Richmond, Fredicksburg and Potomac rail-
road., The sinkihg fund commissioners used this far the

39

purchase of state bonds, ‘He urged that a portion of

the annual surplus be used to further reduce the bonded

ﬁndebtedness.4o

The educational advance was probably greater during
his administration than it has been during that of other
governors, In his inaugural address he urged that the
state improve its primary schools. He said that Virginia's
Bchools needed a better system in the country districts,
better teachers were needed and longer terms. He men-

‘#ioned the fact thet no improvements could be made until

v57. imerican Review of Reviews, December J pP. 652,

58, Swanson, C.h., Addresses, llessages and Proclamations,
1906~ 1910 p. 20, (Hereafter this wilIl be cited as

, swanson, Addresses,

39. Swanson Addresses, message to the General nssembly at
1%s Regular Session Jan,. 8, 1908, Do q'7.

40, Ibid. . .




the state increased the appropriations for this purpose.
He said tlmt there should be more high schools in the
dbuntry and that the country people should have an edu-
ghtional system equal to that of the ecity peOple.41 He
recommended thot the state approprictions to primeary
gchools be increased from $200,000 to @450,000, s part

of whieh should be used %o provide high schools for rural

geople.42

He mentioned the fast that the credit ofvmany of the,
gountry distriets was poor amd suggested that the General
Kssenbly provide a means by waich the eredit 6f the coun-
try distriets could be increased and thus enable them to
get funds at & reasonable rate of interest to build school

buildings, which were to be gradually paid back out of

fhe local taxes.%?

The General Assembly did enact legislation to provide
for many of the educational advances waich he asked for
in his inaugural address. Here are some of the things
which it did:

It increased the aild given primary scnools and
appropriated for educational purposes $890,000 in
addition to the regular State constltutlonal fund;
it provided for swomer institutes for teachers;
it permitted tuhe issuing of bonds to build School-
houses; and it continued the State Board of Exami-
ners; authorize& the counties to increase local
school taxes; directed to be loaned out of the
Literary Fund a2t four per cent fa ten years, one-
half the cost of construction, the loan not to
exceed $3,000 on any one building and nrgilueo for
the proper senitation of suech bulldlnrs.

410 Ibld., pp. 20"21.

42, Ibid., p. 21,

4%, Ibid., pp. 21-22, | '

&4, Swanson Addresses Hessage to,the_ General nssemoly Lt
Reoulo?® Qags o Jan. 8 —10nR” « 102, ,
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In his Message to the General Assembly on Jan. 8,
1908, he again recommended tnat»the state approopriation
to primary and high schools be increased. He also favored
the introduction of a54icultural training, education,
nanunl btraining and home economics in high schools. He
suggested tlat the state aid should beAconditioned upon
local aid.%d If that were done it would result in an
improvement in education, for the local authorities would
increase their appropriotions in order to get the extra

helo from the government.

The help which was given to Tthe schools resulted in
nueh improvement in the schools, The terms were lengthened,
ﬁeacher's salaries inoreasea46 ad the hish schools of
the state during his term of office increased from 75 at

the beginning to 405.at the end.%”

Secretary Swanson, having been reared 1n the country
_about 18 miles from a town, knew how hard it VS for coun-
Try people to get hold of books end realized that libraries
vould be a great help to these veople. He tried tb help
remeaykthis condition during his administration. In his
dnaugural address he mentioned a system of traveling and
school libraries. Traveling libraries were for the gene~
ral public, vhile school libraries were for the scaool

ibhildren. The traveling libraries could be exchanged every

45, - -Ibid., p. 103.
46, .Lblu.., p. 101.
L7 Reeords of Sweauson, p. 1l.

Hoir
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'go often amd thus provide the public with a variety of
Books to read. This could be done at & small exrense 0o
éhe state end he urged an appropriation for this purpose.48
In his message to the Geﬁer&l Assembly on Jan., 8, 1908,

He said thot treveling libraries should be continued, bdut
‘vecommended thet they should Dbe put under the coﬁtrol of
the department of educetion snd also recormended that a
limited amount of =id should be given for the formation

of permanent libraries in suiteble schools under certain
donditions.49 This system which rade the books of the
State Library at Richmond accessible to the peonle of
Virginia hes been much help in promoting eduestion in

Virginia,

Mr, Swenson quite logiecally was interested in the

b T

state giving more aid to normal schools for the purpose

o e S mAs s . 5

af training efficient teschers for our public school sys-

stem. In nis inaugural address he mentioned it and said:

Another educational need is increased facili-

ties to colleges engaged in normal work, so that
the schools may %be provided with more teachers,
wio eare efficient and capable and purvose to mzke
teaching their life profession. These institutions
are indispensable to our educational system and
should be,8ubstantia11y sustained and continually
improved,”
The legisloture followed his recommendations and

A s o M aas .
nereased educational facilities of normal colleges in

Virginia, Two new normal colleges for women were built,

48. Swenson, Lddresses,, p. 22.
49, Tbid., p. 104, ' ’
50. Ibid.. p. 23.
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ohe at Fredericksburg and one at Harrisonburg, the Legise—
Ibture also inereased appropriations for the two nbrmal
dolleges vinich had previously been built at Farmville

and Rcdford.51 This was also a move toward giving women

the same educational facilities that men had.

Ags a member of the State Board of Edueation, Secre~
fary Swanson asked that an educational confersnce be
drganized. This'cdnference would consist of superinten-

’ents,'trustees, and.membérs.of the board who appointed
feachers of primary and high schools, and teachers of
dolleges., It was to be a conference which would extend
“from the pfimary schools to the Universities. 1In order
‘to pay the expenses of the conference and those invited
to attend he urged that the FPeabody fund be used and
8aid that he as governor would solicit subseriptions from
those interested to pay the rest of the expense. This
conference was called in November, 1906, in Ricamond.
Secretary Swanson went aroﬁnd and solicited subsecriptions
from those interested as he had promised., This confer-
ence wes organized into many branches which now exis?t

End has been a great help in keeping the educational

efforts of the state organized. Sec't. Swanson rede an

- TP

ddress at the opening of the conference aml urged the
beople of the state to remedy the miserable conditions

hich then existed in the educational system anml make
L

bl. Why Women Support Senator Swanson. b// ,



Virginia's educational system a great and efficient
gystem, The conference was one of the most successful

donferences ever organized up until that time, 98

The teachers of the state were greatly benefited
during his term of office. The legislature of 1206
enacted acts to increase the pay of te;chers.55 This

Eﬁlped the teachers of tie state who were mostly women,

The teachers retirement fund was enacted during
Wis administration as governor.2® This Tund gave ble
teachers a certain pension on which to retire after they

hzd teuwght a certain number of years.

This administration was marked by a great educational
advance so much so that it was commented on by several
of the outstanding educators of the time. DPr, Henry S.
Fritchett, of the Carnegie Foundetion, a great educational
leader, made the following comwent in his weport of 1911:
Probably no educational development in eny s tate
in the Union is more marked than that which 135%9-
presented in the old Commonwealth of Virginia.
Dr, J. D. Eggleston, a great superintendent of public
schools, paid the following tribute to Secretary Swanson:
In a few months a new State administration will
pe inaugurated in Virginia, I consider this occasion
a proper one in which to say t the teachers of Vir--
ginia tlet one of the greatest factors in the pro-
gress which las been made in the opublic school sys-

stem in the past four years is Governor Claude 4,
Swanson,

52. Records of Swanson, p. 12.

95. Why Women Support Senduor Swanson, pp. o-4.
54¢ Ibldo, DPe 4—‘0

55, Records of Swanson, p. 13.




In our official relations we have been thrown
into intimate contact and have learned to know each
other. Few men seem great close at hand, but the
closer I have gotten to him, the greater has Pbeen
my admiration, '

I know, as probably no other man knows, the
things he hos stood for in education, the pressure
under which he has worked, and I desire to go on
record as saying that but for his sound judgment,
but for his uncommon common sense, hut for his

- great courage, many of the most important things

mond

him:

which hove been cccomplished in this gquadrennium
would not have been possible of accomplishment.

Those enguged in eduveationsl work in Virginia
can never know how much they owe tc this man, I
know, Dbecause force of circumstances has thrown
us closely together, TFor my part I shall carvy
with me %o my grave a sense of profound gratitude
and thankfulness tlat it was my <oo0d fLortune to
be State Superintendent of Public Instrucbion
during the four years now coming to a close under
the administration cnd with the sympathy_and in-
valuable assistance of Governor Swanson,

Dr, LAlderman at the educational conference in Rich-

in Hovember, 1909, paid the following tribute to

If it is in good taste tonight to single out
two protagonists of this great “and successful move-
ment for popular education, I would name as one,
our superinterdent of publlc instruction, J. D.
Zggleston, Jr. The state has been fortunate to
flna a man like him for the position. He ha
youtihr, couraze, ambition, dignity, vision and high
purpose to serve the people of the state,

For the other I would neme our retiring Governor
wno has put every ouuace of his ener;y, nis good
sense, his patriotic purpyose into this movewent.,

He has enrolled his name rightly in the roll of
those Governors yno have served the Commonwealth

well and ﬁful”

56.
57.

Ibid. pe 19
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His administration was marked by great advances
ofiiier than educational. The state also had a great

agricultural developmeint ,

‘Under Secretary Swenson's administration the agri-
cultural demonstration and extension work wes inaugu-
r&ted.58 This system teéohes the farmers all of +the
qp—to-date information about farming and gives tiem
demonstrations, whidi will help them & great dezl. It

hos resulted in making farming have scientific DYOZreEss.,

In his-messaze to ﬁhe Gene ral Assembly on Jan. 8,
1908, Secretary Swanson told of all of the vélu&ble mine-
ral and forestry reso@rces of the state which had bveen
on exhibit at the Jamestown Ixposition, This was the
most valuable collection of minersl resources th&t had
ever been colleched by the stete. The collection cost
more than a $100,000 211 of which would be given to the
stete, if the state would construct a suitable building
at the state capitol %o takeﬂcafe of it. He urged tlat
this be done, since such & collecdion mi-Tit nevewn again

E gotten,dg and it wes Jone, 90

- - - ~

- N e, IS S 3% ﬂ.; “se: ™ .« ~ N . B N :
40 218 rmecelge o She Jenerel ..ecerily ol dille U,

1908, he asked the General wE€8erbly Be conciler Yle

L

- .uv.., - L N P - P .l - [N P - -
alivise. 11ity of ores g e cerevinird o 1ines ool oo

Bureaw of geological survey.61 The geolozical survey

 5&° Recoxis o Swi.accs, p. 14.
59, b 16,118 01L, “ddressvo, Pe 1l&,
'60 ecords of Srnsoil, ». lé.
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wels made and proved to be a great help to the agri-

cultural énd mineral wealth of the state.O?

He told the General Assembly on Jan. 8, 1908; of
the great advantages which would come to the agricul-
tural interest of the state if the conviet farm could
b§ used as an exPerimentél ferm in which different ex-
periments in agriculture could be tried., The results
could be published by Virginia Polytechnic Institute,6®
and the expérimental station was established during
his term.64 The experiment station has beeun very nelp-
ful to farmers since it has been in existenace. Its mein
purpose is not money making but getting knowledge. In
these stations different exveriments are tried. They
experiment with different fertilizers, different means
of cultivatioh, and the best methods are published so
fﬁat the farmers can read of fhem. ‘Thnis has been &
great step toward meking the farmers into scientific

férmers,

The Demritment of Agriculture éstablished the Food
and Dgiry Commissioner under his sdministration, The
purpose of this commissioner and commission was to deve-

lop the deiry interest of the state.69

He also recommended in his message to the General

Absembly on Jan., 8, 1908 thet the dubties anl powers of

62. Records of Swanson, p. 14,
65. Swanson, Addresses, p. 111,
64. Records of Swanson, p. 14.
65, 1lbid,




thle Commissioner of Agriculture and Immigration and
duties of the Board of Agriculture be defined so as

td prevent & conflict and authority between them, 86

He recommended that several moveble agricultural
schools %o be established to teach the farmers scien-
tific farming. The courses should be 1imited to one
or several weeks, Then the school should be moved

on to the next corhm\ini‘qy.G7

His administration was marked by meany health
réforms. When he was inaugurated as governor, the
héalth department of the state amounted to practically
ndthing., The people in the rural sections and small
towns could not obtain up-to-date medical attention.
There were no bacter iologists in the rural sections and
hence no means of having tests made to determine the
presence of.tubereulosis, diphtheria, typhoid and many
other diseases which scientific tests can determine and
meny were too poor to pay for such tests.68 Seec't, Swan-
son was interested in this situsation and sought to reme-
dy it. He spoke of it in his message to the General As-
sémbly on Jan. é 1908, and urged that proper legislation
‘be enacted and enough funds provided to have an efficient
Health Department in the state.69 The present Health
Department was inaugurated duwring his edministraticn., He
aided the members of the General Asseémbly who were in-

terested in the passage of this measure and'appointed Dr,

66, Swanson, Addrecses, 9,—1&9. "In his message to the Generdl
Assembly on Jam. 8, 1908, &/

67. Swanson, Addresses, pp. 127-128,

f68. Records of Swanson, pe. 1.

69, Swanson, hddresses, ppe. 105-106.
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Ennion @&, Wiliiams, Commisgioner of Health, The health
of the people of the state has been‘greatly improwved
under the Hezlth department. The bacteriologists have
made their tests free of charge. Hence scientific treat -
‘ment can be gotten by all peoples of the state. It has
also protected the health of the citizens of Virsinia

by its work in the food and vater supplies.”® We of
tod%y know the great benefits which this system has

brought.

The Senatorium at Catewba was established dur ing
Secretary Swanson's administration. He was vew much
interested in the passage of this measwe and helved itsg
patron, Captain Baker, to secure the pa ss are of the
meaéure.71 411 Virginians know wiat this has meant to

those who had tuberculosis. It has meant that many have

been able to get treatment who otherwise could not have,

- In his message to the General Asserbly Jan, 8, 1908,
he.urged that & separate institution be built for tie

treatment of the epilentic patients. He stated that when

both insane and epilentic were treatel in the same insfi-
tutions thet each class worked to the detriment of the
othqr.73 During his administrgtion a separte colony was
built in Amherst County for their trec oent. 0 This mes

broven to be of great beneflt to the ebllentlc and insane
alikeo

o e g + k!
In his inaugural address oL 1906 he urged that the
. = oy At f ~ U.ric -
bure food laws whiech were under the cepartrent of agricul

70, 1 2 Addresses
70, Records of Swanson, D. 14-15. 72, Swapigg 158, ,

"1, Tb1&. b, 15. 3. Roe. of Swenson, p. 16,
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ture be rigidly enforoed, anl that the ones who vio-
1ated these laws be punidied. He said that those states
which had no pure Tood laws or did nbt enforce then became
the dumping grounds of inferior goods, He urged that

the present appropriation for tbat purpose be increased

since it was inadequate to furnish ample insyection.74

Great moral and social reforms were enacted during

his administration,

( In his message to the General Assembdly on Jan. 8,
1908, he reguested the encetment of legislation to pro-
vide for & capable and efficient state officer to examine
the Jails, prisons, and state reformatories and to see
that prisoners, obher wnfortunntes, and buildings be pro-
'perly cared far., He said timt when uwnfortunate conditions
were found thaet they should be reported to the proper su-

thorities who should have e vorer to cuply effective

=

-

remedies immedia tely. He esked that 1t be done by & con-
missioner ins tead of by « boord, since hie thought that |
iﬁ would be more effective and economical.rzgs The_Geﬁeral
Aésembly saw t e wisdom of this and established a board
of Charities and Corrections. The public and state of~
ficials could now know ﬁie conditions of prisoners in

jails ond penitentiaries, imsates 1n alm houses, as they

2

o

[4

hed never known before, Before this neasure wWas rasse
.' ‘,‘ e e 4+ s
the prisoners, and those in elm houces, were left under

» . R s 15 '"_L 30 tion and
the control of those in charge, witaoul 1liSpecilon aid

74, Why Women Support Senzton Swansoily De 9o
75. Swanson, Addresses, bp. 110-11d.




Struction was inaug

often they were treated very cruelly. This measure
nes brought o marked change in the treatment of pri-

4550

soners, couviets, and those in the alms houses. 6

Dur ing his administretion 15@151“t10ﬁ was passed
to protect the women and childvren from long hours of

R

work, improving thelr working conditions and also setting

77 e 011 know

the age at vhich chil ven miht work.
wiet it means for a state or nation to have weak women

and children.

-

He was interested in those children vho 4id not have

the rignt training et home. In a mecsage 0 tue General
Assembly at its regular session in January, 1910, he re-
commended that a juvenile court be formed and thot probe-
ﬁlon laws be enacted, to prevent chllﬂreﬁ from beins con-
finea in jails. He urged the General iszembly to “’"Pt
aid for the formation of a reforngtory school for delin—
quent girls.78 The wigdon of this is evident. 3ad en-
vironment arl the lmck of proper home training is often

the cause of crimes conmitted DJ d1ildren. Theyr necd to

be put into a good environment an& treined.

During Secretory Swonson's administrotion ¢s governor,
Virginia's present system of Road improvenment and con-
~urated. Vhen he care into office *here

*. B o 0T JERR O R . )
wa.s no state hishwey commissioner, N0 &ppropriaivion ior

Y L3 ) -y - 2 1 'v . +
the construction of roads., MHelther were the conviets of

';gl Records of Swanson, p. 16

77' Ibld. -
78, Swanson, Addresses, p. 150.



the state used on the road force. In his inaugursel ad-
dress, he insisted timt the appropriations sould be local,
state and national since travel over these rouds was loecal,
state, asd nﬁtional.79 He urged thet more monecy be svent
on road improvement and that the stote firét creote a

reead depariment with scientific, xperienced men in cherge;
so thet thé state would be assurcd that the>monqy would

be intelligently spent and accomplich zood results. He
also pointed out the benefits which locol aubhorities
could get Trom this. He said tlat such & devarbment

could save much of the prescut waste which then prevailed,

He reéommended tha t the convicis be used on the road &ﬁd
others in the quarries.Bo The state should feed, clothe,
and %take care of the cocnviets while the local communities
furnish the material and machinery. In this way ezch

would bear about half of the exvense, The state ddopted

this system.81 In his nessage to the General Assernbly in

[ 0]

Jandary, 1908;'he reconmended thet the state counrovriations
.éhould amount to $250,000 annually for »ced consiruction
and improvement. He stated thot this amount should be
used to pay the ex?eﬂses of the hi~hway commissioner and
state Torce first; the rest of the amount should be divided
among the counties in provortion bvo the amount of taxes
thet they paid to the state. He said that the appropria-
tions should be available only to fthose counties wiich

reised an amount equal to that given by the state.85 The

(X

£ ¥ I 5 7 1 s alraf -

79. Records of Swanson, p. 16. :
80, Swanson, adaresses, lnaugural iddress,
81, Records of owauson, D. 17

82, Swanson, Addresses, pp. 98-101.

8%, Records 0Ff Swanson, p. 17.

Feb., 1, 1906, p.2&




wise the counties nist have dccreased
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General Assembly to make State aid to public roads a
permanent policy and to fix o Tair license %tax on auto-
moboviles, since'he thousht that the tax on automobiles atb
that time‘was not adequate. He recommended that the amount

84

be used on the improvement of roads.

=

This legislation s arted the statekto improving and
constvuctlAv more roads. The paxrt of the act whieh con-
ditioned the state 2id on local aid was very wise, other-
thelr appropria-
tions in the same amount that the stabe iucreased the
apprOPTiationsrgiven. But as the law stood, they would
inérease their appropriatious of moneys if necessary in

order %o get the state help.

He was intevested in giving aid to confederate sol-

die rs and widows. In his incuzuml address he asked tlat
. 85 o+ 4. :

the appropriaticns to them be increased. In his mes-
sege to the General Assembly on Jen, 8, 1508, he sguin
asked that the vengions of the disabled be 1n red.sed amd
L1, \ A Y AR -n 4 PO o 'b £ oavin Ny e +arnl 86
tha.t the larger amovnt for thls purpose be appropric ted,
The appropriations were increaseld during his administra-

tion.87

In his inaugurel addrecs he vrged thrt a departuent

-

of banking be created and that the statc should exercise

1 - <4 < ¥y - 2 i~
nore Conb 401 OVS.L Stc\,te ba.lli(So The otabe bnulllxs SL’IOUJ.O.

+ SECRFL - trait g e
confine their banking operations within safe limits 9ni

i~ Cw f . ia
should be examined freq Cu.t].y' OV Cr L)Mole state o icials

84, Swanson, A4dresses, P .
85.5wanson, +ddresses, De =O0s 5
36, Iy OrE Sunpors ceuator Swenson, phe 0-0.

87 . lbid.




to see that they were conduéting their operaticns within
safe‘limits; that their assets were good, and. that the
public's money was safe.88 e recommended this to the
General Assembly on Jan, 8, 1908,89 and again renewed the

recommendation to the General Assembly at its regular

‘session in,Januafy, 1910,90

In his message to the General Assembly ot its resu-
lar session in January, 1910, he spoke of the inequalitiss
which then existed in paying stute texes. Some pid whas

the property was worth, others one-half and still otiers

three-fourths of its value. He bglievea that this condi-
tion was wjust, and should be remedied., TUnder the system
at that time, property was assessed by local authorities
who shmned-partiality. e recommended tmt & state aubho-
rity be given the power to ecorrect these conditions. He
believed $imt if the state suiibtor had the pover to pass
on such assessmenuts it would greatly reduce the inequali-

fies which then existed.gl

He also transmitted tie resolutions .of Congress, pro-
posing the 16%h amerdment to thie General issembly in a

message to it in 1910. The article is:.

-

That Congress shall have power to Jay and collecd
taxes on income from whoiever source derived; withoub
approtionment among the scveral statsz and withoub

regard to auy censut or enumerction,

1.2 o Ay - 3 Lo e
He was in favor of this ta and vointed out thwat

88, Swanson, Lddrecses, p. 14
89, Ibid., p. 108.

90. Ipid.,
91, Ivid.,
92, IDbid.,

‘\p . 125—124 .
. 110,

e lio]
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under the system at that time the U. S, goverunent got

wm

mes b of its texes on consumers goods. This wes not felr
he thouht, beeause the poor peonle mwmid the zrect bur-
den of taxes. The income tax systen wos ‘oetter beccuse

the wealthy p id the tax.29

He was against monopoly and in his irauvgur ] address

spoke against it., He said:

The laws of this state, as far as possible,
should be sueh as $0o yrohibit all monopoly,
either in the industries or 1n transportation,
211 should con gf‘in no vestige of sneeial favors
or privileges.,

He insisted upon economy snd asked vt care be taken

in the exvenditure of puulic mone;;.% No inecrease in
taxes whaitsoever vas mede dwring his governorsnip. He
insisted thet the experditres schould stay within the
revenue.96

Hig edminisiration was note’ foar- its progressive
meagsures which were inaugurated while he was governor,
As I lmve shovn above, there were great improverents in
the edveationdl system, road 8 ;r vem, nealth system, cnd

many moral and social reforns were enactied.

ernor in February, 1910,

or
he retired to his home near Chathen, 72,97 He hed von

93, Ibid., pp. 183-126.

940 I :Ld.. L] 10. . --‘ -

95, };10..: %') ‘essage to the General ;E.ssem’oly at 1ts Regular
: becsu)n, qub.llcw""" 8, 1908 " p. 92

96, Records of D"u.;lbO'.L, Do .L7.

97‘ ibld.a, p. 50
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the approval and good will of most of the geople of
Virginie and was one of the most popular governors we

-

have ever nad.

This was the Tirst and only time tha t he hos lived

in private life since he wos elected to Congress in 1392.

He was not allowed to live quietly &t Ch: tham very long,

do

hovever, In fact, his private Life from 1893 wntil
he.s been only six months -~ from Feb. 1, 1910 to Lug.

1910,

A s
%] OLLU‘J



CHAFTER IV

SEWATOR

Vihen Serm tar Daniel died in august, 1910, Governor
Hann appointed Secretary Swanscn to Till his unexpired
i s

term in the senate. Thie met the apuroval of moet of

) o
the people and newsre pers of tie state, S

In 1911 he was a candidate in the popular primry
for the no&in&tibn of tie United States Semwrtors. The
carmdidates in this elsction were Thomas S. Martin, Car—
te: Gless, Claude A, Swanson, and William A, Jones., 1In
the slection held on Sepbtember 7, 1911,.Senatof Iartin
and Senctor Swenson won the election by large mejorities.
The a pproxirste vote for each candidate was as follows:

Ma rtin Jones , Swanson Glass:

57,146 25,510 59,105 29,200
All candidates received te support of their nome Lownl.
I shall also show the approximate nunber of votes each

candidate got in Pittsylvania County, Swanson's home

county,
g . 99
Yertin, Jones Swanson Glass
1,468 551 1,598 5038

Swanson received more votes timn any other candidate in
this electicn and this indicates to a large extent his
personality aed popularity at the tirme. He was unopposed

in the fall election, Since timt bime, Westmoreland Davig,

98, Ibid., pe 5o I hzave also seen what many of the newspapers
oT the state said concerning his record as governor and
his appointment to the Senate. ‘

99, Times-Dispateh, Sept. 8 am 9, 1911, pp. 1-2,




‘Sera. te. He was at once a ppointed on important committees.
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in the DPemocratic primary of 1922, has been his only

opponent,

His experience as a member of the House of Represen—

“tatives anl as governor gve him a good standing in the

100

He began his work in the Senate in very much the seme
way that he d4id as govemor; by standing for practical and
progressive measures, which would result in the betterment

of the great masses of peOple.lol

He was very much interested in road improverent as he

had veen during his governorship. One of the first bills

“which he introduced in the semte was asked the Federal

government tb exterd aid for the purpose of road construe-
tion and improvement. Thals measure was prepared jointly
with E. W, Saunders, 2 member of the House, who intro-
duced the bill into the House.19% The bill provided that
$20,000 be approprizted annually for five yeafs for the
purpose of giving aid to States in the construction and
improvement of post roads ard rursl delivery routes. ’Aid
was to be given to those states which needed it nmost,

The states must furnishkx an amount equal to that given by
the Federal government., The g%zo,ooo,’%zoas to ve divided

among the states according to population, but not count-

101, Ibide, ppe 17-18,
102. Records of Swanson, ps 18.
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ing cities which accordins to the last census had a po-
pulation over 150,000, A joint committee of Federal and
State authorities would determine Jv}hich roads the money
would be expended on. Frovision was mede for the crea-
~tion of a road depaljtment, wnich would provided encineers
am officials cageble of carrying oub the proposals in en
103

efficient way, The measure as it finel”y passed gave

Pa

$20,000,000 annually to states for rcad‘improvement and

was known as the Fedsral Road Act.lo[*L

He ’s.ex'ved_ on the Post Officers and Post Roads Commi-~
ttee fromwhich 1t wes first renorted and on the conference
committee where it was fina.llj settled, He practically
mana.ged the bill in the Semte., At the last segsion eb
whieh the Democrats *\:'-..-"ere in control, he offered an amend-
ment to the bill which inereased the Federal anpropriation
$o public roads to $100,000,000 a yesr. The emendment
provided tmt the trucks, wed r.ﬁterials, motors, ete.,
wnich the goverrimen’u h:d as a result of the war be turned
over to the states. The Committee reported the bill as

Sere.tor Swanson had introduced it znd it becair a 1&\‘/’,’105

Othe r legislation vhich helped tlhe great rass of peo-
ple, especially the rurzl people, was introduced by Swan-
son, When he had been in the Senate for only & short

time, he begen agitation for the cretion of & parcels

103, Congressional Record, 624, Congress, lst session.pp. 2717-18,
104, Records of Swanson, p. 18.

105, Lhid.




post system which would extend over bthe country routes.

He was appointed as a member of a joint commission to in-
vestigate the matter and report theirAfindings to Congress.
One summer he spent in Washington collecting valuable data
aind united with tie committee in mcking the report to con-
gress whicda wesulted in the creation of the present e
cels Fost system. 4s a Senmator, he has since (. one much

in getting the sgbtem.enlarged so tmt it will extend more

aid to the rural»peOple.loe

Legislation which aimed at tie crotection and health
of children has zlweys interesied nim. He voted for and

v the Department of Ccommer-

[

supported & bill vhich createld i
ce, "The Child’'s Zureau, 07 He supported the legislation
which kept children under the age of fourtesn from being

compelled to work in a factory.los

He was also interested in the probtection of women as
well as children, This interest is shown by the Tact
that he voted for the "Mateornity and Infancy Bill," waich
provideld for cooperation bstween the Feleral cnd State

| 3 L7 . L AN SN o oy A 1n ,'l:!_,‘ n 109
governments in the protection of mothers and chrildren,
The terms of this bill was adopted by the General assembly

. . . 1
of Virginia at its secsion in 1922, 10

He aided in tie paséage of the wet wiaich gave ccmpen=—

sation to employers vho were engaged 1in cormon carriers

1060 Ibié-c; P::_J. 18""19.
107, Tvid., p. 19.

108, Ltbid.
109, Inig.

110, Vhy VWomen Support Sene tor Swenscu, p. 9.




or railroads engaged in interstate commerce.lll This

was a wise piece of legislution because it gave aid to

L)

n

1e employees who were unebls to worl Lcceuss of injusz,
L2

[€

~he Tamily wlso weceived compensation in event of deatil,

He was raised on o foarm and o natwally luows the
farmers needs, interest end treubles., In many cases he
has stood for and.aideé in the passage of ﬁhdse messures
whieh were of specicl interest to country people. Thais
interest is shown'by the fact that he introducéd bills
providing for rural free delivery, paréels vost, and a
bill extending aid in wad improverent, as I have alresdy

seild, He also favorel the passage of

-~

the Smith-Lever Agri-

cultural Extension act, which brought ftrained exverts

~to the farms, and by the demonsiration ferms brouzht to

the farmers oll of the practical kuowledge which the

Department of Agriculbture discovered in agriculture, cinle

mal life, and horticulture.llz He favored all legisla-

tion to protect the farner against impure seeds and fTer-

tilizer, and elso favored legislation to prevent combina-
H (&)

tions from charging unfair prices for agriculturel machi-

nery.ll5

L) A. -* TR 31
He supporbted the Federal Farm Loan &ct.ll* He thouzihi
that the agriculturalist should be able to secure a loan
as easily as an industrialist Tor btue same assets. 118 1o

quote him:

111, Records of Swanson, v. 19,

112, Swanson, sddresses, p. O.

113, Ibid,

114, Records of Swanson, pp. 19-20,
115, Sencior CLOULE dve OWALE0H, De 7o
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I believe a system of credits should be
created which will set aside funds sufficient
to finance the farmers safely ap@ésatisfacﬁorily
as is done for other interests,——
A committee of Swanson and six other Sena.tors of both

parties was appointed to draw up & bill waich would =ive

complete credit to the agricultural interest.117

The amendment to the Federdl Reéerve Act, which placéd
& farmer on the Federal Reserve Board, was suoported by
him. He was very anxious to see that the agriculiural in-
terests received Jjust consideration on the Federal Reserve

System.++8

During the war, he did wiat he could to get the govern-

ment to sell nitrates, which were so high and valuable,

to the farmers at o ressonable price,119 and after the war .

£

he favored development of Musclss Shoals {(which was %hen
government property), so that the farmers of this country

could permanently secure fertilizer at a cheay price.lzo

Secrebary Swanson recognized that the production of
peaﬂuts is an important>industry in hmerica. He secured the
paésage of.&n amendment which provided for the collection
end distribution of data such as:prices, distribution,
quality of peanuts and the saue kind of statistics on pea-

nuts as are put out on other agriculturcl products.lzl

116, Ibid.

117, Tbid.,

118, Ibid.

119, Records of Sermtor Swanson, De 20,
120, Senator GClaude i. ovualson, p. O
121, Records of Sweuson, p. <0.




He has been against monopolies and trust. e
thought that the laws whida were then in existence(lgzz)
on Tis subject should be more vigorously enforeed and
the country needed additional legisletion on thet mat-

ter.122

The fact that he wag against monopolies and trust
is partly snowil by the fo ct thot he voted for the Ken-
yon-Kendrick bill, which reguloted the five great meat

pa.ckers of the country, thus protecting the livestock

Lars

interest, other cgricultursl interects, and the consumer, o8

The measure which revived the War Finance Corporation
powers was voted and supvorted by him, This measure fur-
nished the purchasers end declers of farm products money'
S0 tnut they would not have to sell tnelr nroducts &
once, but could sell them in Toveizn markebs and zet more

124

money for them. i measure like this would also benefis

the farmer greatly, bectuse tie detler would make more

money on them and could alford te pesy him more money.

He vas thoroughly in favor 0f co-operctive murkebting

for the farmers. e voted for it, nade & very able sneech

H

A -
H

or it; and ascisted in cvery vy in the nassaze of

th

f‘./
¢
(0]

~

Cbill waica provided for co-operative marketing ¢l Tarm

products.125

et 2 EN]

Secretary Swanson has alweys been interested in the

i

122, Senator Clavie L, Swanson, p. 6.
123, Records of Swunson, p. =0.

124, Lbid.- '

125, Tvpid.




aevelopment.of our water tr&nqvowt¢tlon end narbor
facilities. He realizes that good harbor fa.cilities
and wvater transportation benefits both country and city
by providing a cheayer means of transvorbation. Hamnp-

ton Roads has elways inbterested him and he hes sought

[

Gy

to have its harbor facilities fully developed. ?ul n¢

S - . . . < 12¢
the war ite plers, vhorves amd terminal were increcsed, 180
He olso favored the United States having a llerchant fa-
rine capable of qwn~11n~ &ll of the Lmerican commerce, so

A 2 ] ) b : -]
that we would not be dependent on other natlons.*27

During the war; Secretary Swoenson was ccebing choir-
man and chaimman of the Iaval Committee from August 1918
until the end of the wer. I do not wonder that e becawe
chairman, because he had been on this comnittee sinece he
first entered the Senate, 129 wmd hed always been inter-
ested in nwqud & lorge navy. Speecnes urging thot the
- size of ﬁne naVy be inerewsed were made by him on June 8,
1012 2nal®0 on July 15, 1916.2°1 He thinks that & strons
navy is of more benefit to the United States than a strong
army. In the last two mentiocned speeches, he pointed out
)

meny instances where sea power had proven superior to a

large ﬂxmy.loz Ag chairman of this committee, he wes largely

126, Senator Claude A, Swanson, pp. 4-5.

127, Ibid.
128, Records of Swanson, D. 6.
129, "Chnoirmen owenson of the Senate Navel Committee." The

American Review of Reviews, fug, 1918, p. 145.
130, Virginie Duplicate re mohlets, II, 3.
131. Swanson, Speecn:in the U.S, Senatel_guWV 13, 1916-
128, Ibhid; also Swanson's speech in U,5., Semste on June 8, 1912,
Virginia Duplicate ramphlets, II, 3.




responsible for the fret that the United States had such
2 stfong navy during‘the war, He has received much com~
mendation for his foresight and the record whieh our e vy
made during the war,155 and for the amount of work that he
has put in in developing as fine & navy. He has always
aided the IHational Guard as well as the Naval Militia,

and thinks that without doubt both are great defense

Weapons.l54

During the war, Secretery Swanson was in harmoney
with President Wilson and remarks that he was glad %o have
had the opportunity to co-opcerate wiith such o ran., He
thought that it wag & time for action and co-oneration, -

not quibbling.l35

Ls 8 member Of he Toreign Relations Committee, he
was one of the senators who opened the debate for the de-
glaration of war aceinst Germany in the Senate,90 ang
later on Tuesday, Februaxry 26, 1918, he mde & speech in
the United States Scrate in vhich he told the world the

’ I d
reasons why Americe was in the vep, 37

Lfter the war the soldiers and sallors were at Lirst
with nothing to do. Secretary Swanson was very much .in-
terested in this and voted for and cided in the passage
of a measure which provided vocational educ.tion and re-

hebilitation of soldiers and sailors 1n the army ard navy

133, Records of Swanson, pe. 6. |

134, Senstor Swanson, pe 8 : ) :
135, Sswanson, 'address," Senstor Claude A, Swapgon, pp. 9-10,
136, Records of Swanson, pe. 6.ﬁ .

137, Swanson, opeecn in U, S, Senzte, Teb. 26, 1918.
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foreces of the United States.lse_

Seeretafy Swanson has slways been very active in
peace treaties., In 1914 when President Wilson ani Secre-
tary of State Bryan negotiateaveighteen veach treaties
with most of thé lesding na.tions of the world, he, as a
member of the Foreign Relations Committee, reported +the
treaties to the Sembe and n@rd chierge of them, and con-
dueted their debate in the sencte., Finally all of them

were ratified. This alone was no smaell accomplishment.lzg

He was a susporter of the Versailles Treaty and Lea-
gue of Nations. WVhen they were sent to the Senate by the
President, he opened the debate for thetreaty. His speech

on the League of Hations is one of the best speeches ever
140

an

made on the League, The other great champion of the

*

peace treaty in the debate was Sem tor Hitchmen of ebras

ka.141

He voted for and aided in the passuge ol the measure
which provided for a disarmament conference to be held in
Washington. This conference was held in 1922 and the

leading nations of the world got together armd talked of

o

-

. . 4
reducing their navies and arnles.~*® This conference re-

sulted in a gzreat decrease in the exyeniitures which was

O

used for the naval and military purvoses,

138, Records of Swanson, p. 0.
189, lbid., p. &l : ,
140. Records of Swenson, p. 2k, ‘
141, The imevican Review of Reviews, asug. 1919, ». 126,
142, Records of Swansol, pe &l
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He was in fovor of the measure introduced by
Carter Glass which provided for the Federal Reserve sys-—

tem and made a e ech in behalf of this system.145

In 1922 Seﬁator Swensgon was opposed in the Demoeratic
primery for Senatof, Tor the Tirst time since 1911, vihien
he ~—= the ticket and wos elected by a big mzjority.144 In
ﬁhis campaign, he received tie sugvorh of a lergs number

-

.
of the papers of thekS'xte.l4° In the election the peo-
ple showed his populerity as they have &lways done. The
Richmond Times Dispatel shows the approximate vote of .
each condidate, Here is what it said:
Swanson sweeps Virginia by 60,000 MAJOritvsees

411 ten districits go for Sewmtor in Greot Victory.

Former Governor Duvis mey carry only iWQ counties,.

In sone places vote almost wnoninous,

I am always interested to know how a candidate’s hone
town or home county stends by him for they know him betbter

than anyone else., ZPittsylvaunia (Swanson's hone County)

gave hin & majority of 3,000 votes. The vote in Damville
(where he once lived) was Swanson's by 2, 790 votes while

Davis had 695,447

The honor of introduve ingz the world courﬁ‘bill Tell to
Secretary Swanson, since he was the rankin- Democrstic
meﬁber on the Forsign Relatlons Committee and the chv irren,
Seiz tor Borah of Idaho, was opposed %o tle reusuve,t48  On

December 17, 1925, v el the figh* for the ratificution of

143, Records of Swansou, p. 0. ‘ :
144, The Times=-Disoaten, Sept. 8, 1911, »pp., 1-2
145, Sers tor Swanson, pp. 15-3l,

146. Lbi(,L.”p. l’

147, Ibid., Do 3. ]

143, Review of Reviews, Feb. 206, p. 120.




the amendment was opened, Secmator Swanson spoke fo“-four
hours., Senators on the floar aind vicitors rushed Lo the
galaries and listéﬁéd attentively to him ocutline the hor-
rors of war, and the puft wileh the court weuld pley in
meking woers a thing of the past. He cdmitted that the
court was created by tﬁe Le“ﬂue,'but beyond tat point
was independent of it and was not o means of drewin. the

United Stmtes into the League.149

In December, 19381, PresiGent Hoover appointed him as

& member of the United States delegaticn to the disarma-

150 zs acceyted

ment conference at Geneva, Switzerland,
the appoiniment. 151 He was o delegate to this couference
from February 2, 1932 uhtil July 23, 1952.152 He accom-
plished much, but I &6n‘t believe that he thought timt

the conference was a success by eny means. On dugust
1932, Claude A, Swanson, Normen Daﬁis, ifary I, Wob ey

and other members of the United States delezotion to Ge-
neve returned. Hugh Gibson, 1e;&er of the American dele-
gation, remaind, The leaders szid thot they had expected
more out of the conferexnce, bubt some things were acliileved
which had never before been acnieved in the nronise of re-
duction of armaments. They hoped tlet the Hoover proposal
for disarmament would be carried oub when the conféremee

:af'ecomrenedl.1'3:5

Secretary Swanson said that it must be admitted that

149, Beach, S., ed., "What the World is Doing," The Indepen~-
dent, T n. 2, 1926, p, 24.

150. dew York T 1nes, Dec. 17, 1931, III, 5.

151, Ipid, Dec. 18, II, 6.

152, From an outllne of his 71*e which T, J. Yeager, tae

present clerk to the Secratary, gzve mne.
1TRR T\Tcnr Vrarlr Mim-a Ave. A. 1932, n. A.




which were fast becoming moving fortresses, were advolished,
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the Lmerican delegation made out very well considering
X! t oo o £ 2 0f e 3y " D T i.- - 154
tha t 1t was an American train running on Zuropean btracks,
Some of the delinite accomplishments which he pointed out

that the conference achieved are: 1, aboliticn of chemiecal

and bacterial warfare, 2. the limitation of wir bombing,

and, 3..a hinge on which to pluce the hint for the complste

155

eradication of bombing. ‘In speaking of the succesg of

the conference Secretory Swanson szid:

v

This is the first tire tiat many of the mtions
represented have e{g; cgreed to reduce tiae size cf
their land Torces,=Y°

Other effective weapons, and the artillery were re-

-

duced, the size of tanks was reluvecd and other lerge tanks,

He pointed oubt that the limitations in artiliery promised

would increase defensive and eut down offensive warfare.¢”7

The rest of the delegabtes revorted similor resulis aboutb

the conference,

While he wag a senctor, he served on maiy ot@er impor-
fant cormitbees which I have not menticued., Some of then
are: 1. Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, &. Com-

L N

mittee whieh investigutes the cxoenditure of diife

ALS IS

oo

amd 3. "Democratic Steering

departments of the Govemmnen

Committee of the Senmte,” walch appoints tac democwatic

-

members to the various conmittees and thus kind of directs

154. Ibid.
155, ITbid.
156, ipid.
157, Xbid.



- 43 -

the Demoeratic party in the Senate. Of the thirty-six
Democratic Senators in the. Semm te (1922) Swanson stood

sixth in point of service.198

158, Records of Swanson, pp. 6-7.



" e 438 -

CHAPTER V
SECRETARY OF NAVY

On March 4, 1933, he resigned from the United States
Senafevto accept the appointment to be the Secretary of
the Navy. He was well qualified for this position, ond
has been comnected with the avy in some way since he be-
came senator. In April, 1911, he was appointed as a mem-
ber of the Naval affairs Committee, and served until 1933,
when he accepted the appointment as Secretary of the Navy,
As I have already said, héngpointed Chairman of this
Committee in 1918 and was its ranking Democratic member

from 1921 until 1933, 159

Secretary Swanson has made several speeches in the

. Sera.te asking for an inerease in the navy, one in 1912,160

ard snother in 1916. He believes that a large navy is one

of the greatest assets that this country can have, not only

for trade, butbt also for practical reasons, such as protec-

‘tion. What Secretery Swanson stood for in the way of a

navy is similar to the navael policies of President Roose-
. o]
velt. He too always has been a big navy man.+6L  In fect,

President Roosevelt once thought of going to the Haval -

'Academy instead of Harvard. 62

159. From outline which F. J. Yeager gave me,

160. Virginia Duplicate Pamphlets, I,

161, ™Headliner," News Week, Juue 2, 1934, p. 16.

162, I read this somewnere. 1 think that it was in the
above.




Although he has been o big navy men, he lms also
stood for peace. This ig shown by the Ffact that he sup-
ported practically all of the peace mevements; he was a
supporter of ths League of Tations, Vorld Court,vanﬂ dis-
armament conferences., He would like to ses the nations
of the world decrease theilr armements and navies, dut
would be uwmwilling to have our vy decreaseld wille other

leading nations are rayidly increasing thelir navies,

A

President Roosevelt was the Assistant Secrebtary of
theANav§ awrihg the war, wiile Swenson was chailrmen of the
ﬁéval Committee,‘and found the Secretary o great hely in
getting moeney from Congress to construct ships for th.e

163

favy. They lived across the street from eacu otier,

. . 4 N

and they became very close fr1erds.16‘ Secretury Swanson's
sisters told me Pt when they used to visit Cleude tiet
they used to see the President's children playing across

the street.

Ag soon as he became Secrebery of the Lavy, he inagu-
surated his work by announcing thatkhe_would-build~up the
navy to that pemitted by the London Havel Treaty of 1930,
and that as soon as condibtions made it possible tiet he

o~ 4

would build up our fleet until it equaled thrt of Great

(@3}

Britain.10% 4 new prograen was started which called Tfor

thirty-two new ships to be built at a cost of 288,000,000,

163, "Hesdliner," lews Veek, June &, 1934, p. 16.

164, Ibid, ' _ . )

165, Stone, B., "Secretaries of the Navy and Disarmement,
Christian Century, March, 29, 1933,




greatly increasing the number of officers vho were avail-

able for officers.

In his annval vreport to President Roosevelt on Dec. 1,

1934, Secretary Swanson said tiet the United States should

have a navy“second to nonefand recommended that tie navy
be built to theﬂfull treaty limit,+72 He also hOpedbthat
Congress would provided‘shfficient appropriations to build
seventy-eight new ships after the ones already in the prd—

cess of construetion had been completed. A firm stand was

~also taken against the consolidation of the army and navy

alr forcesg into a single unit. He thought that aviation
was an integral pert of.the fleet aml that the best inter-
est doul&,be served by having its own air service. An
act, known as the Vinson-Fremmell Aot was passed, viiieh
permitted the nevy to be built up to the treaty, and old
vesseis which had become over age to be replaced by new
ones. Seventy new vessels were in the prdcess of construe-
tion at this time. Twenty-four ships were sought for in
1936, The construetion of, the twenty-four ships for 1936
WOuld‘leave the navy forty-eight ships short of that set
by the Treaty. The navy depertment’s policy was to spread
thé construction of the remainder of the ships over the
years 1937, 1938, and 1939 at the rate of six submarines
and twelve destroyers amnuelly. Under this system the
Treaty stfength would be obtained in 1942, & plea is also
made for more men and officers to man the ships. Sect.

Swanson said theat this fact could not be over emphasized. 171
. 2

171. Ibid., Dec, 2, 1934, IL,
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To satisfy this'need he recommended tiat Congress all@w
& monthly averaze of 88,000 men for 1936, In order to
increase the number of officefs he recommended tiat each
member of Congress, Senators and Representatives be
allowed to appoint 4 men each for 1936 and five each be-

ginning 1937,178

| His report to the President in 1935 was very similoer
to theyﬁrévious ones. He still urged timt the navy bve
bullt to the Treaty limits. Sixty-four ships were then
under construction on July 1, and 462 vessels of all
types were in use during the past fisecal year. The navy
had, on July 1, 1935, 974 service airplanes and 472 on
ordef. A programfwas recommended which provided for

about 1,910 airplenes by 1940-42,173

Séoretary Sﬁanson\was also in favor of Congress
enacting a "Federal Sedition Law,"174 wirich would bde
difected against foreigners in this country who tried
to stir up agitation in the army or muvy or tried to
overthrow the Govérnment by force. bEither offense would

be made & crime.l75

* k0 k% s# *

Secretary Swanson's sisters told me trat he had al-
ways been devoted to his home people, and until very re-
cently visited nis old home back in Fittsylvania County

every July,

172, The Hew York Times, Dec. 2, 1994, II, pp. 1-2,.
17%. Ibid., Dec. 1, 1935, p. 82, -

174, Congressional Digest, Oct. 1995, Do 238,

175. Ibid-, l)_p. 225"'2200 '
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