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PREFACE

Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman was the Virginia-born

editor of The Richmond News Leader from 1915 to 1949. Hé

1s also widely known as the author of several historical
works--notably a blography of R.E. Lee for which he received
the Pulitzer Prize in 1934, Leels lLieutenapts, and a bio-

graphy of George Washlington which he had not quite finished
at the time of his death in 1953.
This thesis 1s an attempt to discuss the views held
by Dr. Freeman on the Presidential elections of 1936 and 1940.
The only source of information used was his edltorials
during those two years. I have attempted to include all
relevant remarks and ideas found in those editorials so
that his total thinking on the elections be presented.
The materlal was not gathered to fit into speclial topics
but I took all material concerning the elections and then

arranged it in the form presented here.,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

| CHAPTER

I.
II.
III.
Iv.

Vi.
ViI.
ViII.
IX.

XI.
XII.
XIII.
XIV.

I.
IT.
III.
Iv.

PART I~-THE 1936 ELECTION

ROOSEVELT THE OBVIOUS DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE.eessosssee
STRUGGLE FOR THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATIONeeoseesocosos
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION.seososssosesccsascss
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTIONoesoesoessecssecnces
LANDON AS A PERSONeseeesocssssnsssssssssssssscscss
ROOSEVELT AS A PERSONeesesoesossasovscccscensoonsse
FORCES FOR AND AGAINST ROOSEVELT ¢ssseocecesascsoss
PROGRESS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN.eesseecosose
THE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN:ssesessscscscsescscocvoess
THE DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGNeeoecsosossosssssconsaonss
PRINCIPAL ISSUES OF THE CAMPAIGN.:esseosesconcccess
THIRD PARTY FORCES IN 1936 csecccessccosscsoscccons
OUTCOME OF THE 1936 ELECTIONseesecsscossssssoccsssos
"MIDDLE OF THE ROAD" seoeessssssesccsoscssesacssces

PART II--THE 1940 ELECTION

THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION:sseeooosossscscccncnscnes
THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATIONseesessosesccnscscrssscee
THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTIONscoocecoscoocssass
THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTIONe¢ssesecsseoososss
PROGRESS OF THE CAMPAIGNeesscecsoesssvssscssccccocs

PAGE

O U W

12
14
16
19
25
30
34
39
40
41

44
48
50
52
54



CHAPTER PAGE

VIi. THE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGNeseesceceescscacssosscsonses 56
VII. THE DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN:cessccecocsscocsssassnsses 59
VIII. THE MAJOR ISSUEeeeseovcesccscsccsccscssstessssasccse 61

IX. OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONeesecccccococsccssssorcsoss 62

KXo CONCLUSIONcoseseosscoscesosssosoncsencssnscsossessssscas 63
BIBLIOGRAPHY ¢eesveocccssssccccsssvsssosnsossscsasessesssee 66



PART I



CHAPTER I
ROOSEVELT THE OBVIOUS DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE

The 1936 election was the last thought in the
minds of most Americans--save campaign chairmen and
possible candidates--when Dr. Freeman wrote,

If Mr. Roosevelt lives he 1s almost certaln of

re-election. Those [Democrats] who oppose him

would show greater wisdom were they to abandon
even the form of campaign opposition and to con-
centrate their effort on the choice of a Congress
that would not abdicatelits constitutional peroga-
tives to the executive.
This is the running theme throughout Drs Freeman's
comments on the 1936 election--the inevitability of
Mr. Roosevelt's re-election and the neceséity of a strong
Congress to balance the executive.

In February, Dr. Freeman expressed his belief that
Mr. Roosevelt was certain to be the Democratic nominee--
"Increasing doubt of Mr. Roosevelt's re-election found
expression in papers where the wish was father to the

2
‘thought." And in May--"Within his own party the President
continues to have no rival for leadership" and "nothing

4
has occured to mar the outlook for his re-election."” The

1. Editorial in the Richmond News leader, January 29,
1936, All subsequent references to News Leader editorials
will.be given by date only.

2., February 8, 1936.
3. May 2, 1936.
4, May 23, 1936.



Virginia State Democratic Convention in the middle of
June stated that "Virginia favors the President's re-
nomination by the National Convention." Dr. Freeman
agreed that Virginis was behind Roosevelt. His answer

to the Herald-Tribune's suggestion that Byrd run in coali-

tion with Landon against F.D.R. bears this out:

In fiscal matters, many of us are unwilling to.

go all the way with Mr. Roosevelt or to accept

a8 inspired the dicta of some of the theorists he-
has brought into the administration. These
Virginians are, however, farther from the view
point of the Herald-Tribune than they are from
that of the President.”

Thus Dr. Freeman felt that the people of Virginia and
Democrats in general were backers of Mr. Roosevelt and
that he could not fall of re-nomination by the Democratlc

National Convention.

5. June 16, 1936.
6. June 2, 1936,



CHAPTER II
STRUGGLE FOR THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATION

In contrast to the Democrats, it was obvious from
the beginning that the Republican ranks were far from
united on who the Republican presidential nominee for the
1936 election would be. Senator Borah announced himself
a candidate in early February but Dr. Freeman felt that he
had little following. "It may well be that Mr. Borah's
strength in the prairie states will not out last the first
half-dozen ballots at Cleveland."7 In March Dr. Freeman g
said that Mr. Hoover glves the appearance that he will run.
Mr. Hoover said that he "would fight the Roosevelt policies
'to the end'. He did not specify whose end."9 Other
possible candldates were Governor Landon of Kansas, Senator
Vandenberg and Colonel Frank Knoxe.

At the end of March Dr. Freeman wrote:

Republican prospects in the presidential campaign

are so nearly hoveless that the G.0.P. nomination

is worth no more now than first place on the Demo-

cratic ticket was in 1924. Who thegnyis to be the

candidate or more bluntly the goat?

And in April, "the Republicans seem no nearer agreement

T. April 15, 1936.

8. March 30, 1936.

9. February 15, 1936.
10. March 30, 1936.
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11
on a candidate than they were a year ago." By May the

Republican ranks were still very much divided but "all the

odds favor Landon. His nomination is as probable as his
12

election is the reverse." It was at the end of May

that Mr. Hoover "eliminated himself from hopeless candidacy."

With the Republican conventlon but a few days away,
Dr. Freeman's opinion of the situation was:

As Governor Landon has won an increasing number

of delegates, Colonel Frank Knox seems to have been
eliminated and Senator Vandenberg appears to have
been relegated to conslderajjon as a possible
noninee for vice-president.

11. April 4, 1936.
12. May 6, 1936.
13, May 23, 1936.
14, June 6, 1936,



CHAPTER III
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

Dr. Freeman's comment on the Republican National
Convention on June the first was:

Almost anything can happen at the Republlcan
Netional Convention which meets in Cleveland a
week from tomorrow.

The situation, from one point of view, is
humiliating to the G.0.P. because 1t exhibits a
poverty of 1eadersh1p.15

On the same day he predicted that should Mr. Borah bolt
the party as he threatened if the "champions of monopoly

dominate the convention it would probably only play into
16
the hands of Mr. Landon." And Dr. Freeman seems to agree

with

the able newspaper observer, Charles R. Michael
t&hé% says that the bandwagon drive {for Landon
has been quickened by the fear that the dramatic
appearance of Mr. Hoover on thelyloor at Cleveland
might create a stampede to him.

A further prediction by Dr. Freeman was expressed on June

-the sixth:
are
Prospects nowafor the nomination of Governor Landon
on an early ballot and for a platform that demands
1) a reduction in federal expenditure, 2) continuance
of necessary relief with federal funds but under state
control, 3) farm benefits of the type proposed under 18
the old McNary-Haugen bill through export expenditures.

15. June 1, 1936,
16. June 1, 1936.
17. June 5, 1936.
18, June 6, 1936.
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The Republican National Convention opened in Cleveland
on the elghth of June. Of the Keynote address Dr. Freeman
wrote: |
With the exception of the New Deal issue, Senator

Steilvwer's address might have been delivered at any
time since 1880.
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and for Senatar Stelwer to make this kind of talk
emphasizes the fact that the Republicans as yig
have no new or constructive program to offer.
Thus from the beginnling the Republican Convention was a
disappointment to Dr. Freeman--and to others. "The indus-
trialists feel the convention is dolng even less than could
20
be expected of 1it." Dr. Freeman's quip that "the Cleveland
Convention has one unique feature--it has spread politlcal
21
despair over hundreds of square miles of adjoining territory"
was probably very nearly right. But in all seriousness
Dr. Freeman was very much concerned with what he felt was
the incapablility of the Republican party.
If this is the best a great historic organization
can do in criticism of a disputable policy |the New
DeaJ], the party system 1n America has been brought
low and representative government thereby has been
rendered insecure.22
I am sure there were few in this country who so deeply

realized the far-reaching effects of a situation in which

19. June 10, 1936.
20. June 11, 1936.
21. June 11, 1936.
22. June 11, 1936,



T
one party 1is so much stronger tha® the other as Dr. Freeman
did.

The nomination of Governor Landon as the Republican
candidate for President in 1936 was a matter both of "geo-
graphical selection and of politican elimination.“23 The
hope of the G.0.P. lay in the middle west and the Pralrie
states so therefore they chose a candidate from that area.
Dr. Freeman was not too critical of the Republican candidate
for President, at first, but he was highly critical of the
Republican platform from the very beglnning. For Dr.
Freeman felt that, although the Republicans denounced the
New Deal in harshest terms, the platform accepted what he
termed the Roosevelt Revolution. The platform accepted
1) alleviating the depression by pump-priming, 2) making
the economic rights of the fafmer equal to those of indus-
trialists and city-dwellers, 3) government responsibility
to help aged and unemployed, and 4) social security. Hence
as Dr, Freeman saw it, "the Republican party accepts all
the essential principles of the Revolution except that of
higher taxation of wealth."24 And Dr. Freeman found that
the exemplars of American nationalism had become the avowed
champions of states' rights and that the party was subordin-

25
ating the interests of the East to those of the West. Dr.

23. June 12, 1936,
24, June 12, 1936.
25. June 12, 1936,
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Freeman could see no good in having the Republican party
step out of character and become too much like the Democratic
party. He wanted the parties distinct and unique as

balancing forces one against the other.



CHAPTER IV
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

The Democratic National Convention opened in Phila-
delphia on June 23, 1936. There was no doubt as to the
outcome of this convention.

The stage manager of that gathering, Jim Farley,

explained yesterday that the adoption of a platform

and the renomination of the President are routine
matters and that the real aim of the convention

is to spread the gosgel of the New Deal by a series

of radlo addresses.

Hence, though there was little chance of any real excitement
at the Convention, the Democrats hoped to use the occasion
for education on Mr. Roosevelt's policies. The fact that
there was no doubt as to who would be the Democratic

nominee did not mean that the party was completely united.

. . pretends

No frank personpthat the Democratic leaders or supporters
are all of one mind" but “the patronage and the President's
personality are the cement that hold the Democratic eleménts

a7

together." But Dr. Freeman was @&ware that nothing would
upset Mr. Roosevelt's chances and that "for 1936, all is

28
well,"

“The one probable controversy in the convention
may revolve around the two-thifds rule" ~--requiring a

two-thirds majority for the nomination. Dr. Freeman felt

26. June 20, 1936.
27. June 23, 1936,
28. June 28, 1936.
29. June 23, 1936.
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that nomination by a simple majority would result in the

30
election of better men with less friction.

Dr. Freeman found that the platform of the Demo-
cratic party contemplated "a continuance of the present

31
policy of the administration."
Having conceded frankly that the platform is not
free of bombast and bitterness, we believe we voice
the sentiments of most Virginia Democrats when we
say ghe platform is better than we expected it to
be.
Dr. Freeman had written earlier, after the announcement
of the Republican platform, that

the failure of the Republlicans to advance any

constructive program puts upon Democrats an

immense responsibility. There is no more searching

test of the wisdom of a great political party than

the moderat%on it displays when 1t can not be
challenged. >
Dr. Freeman felt that the Democrats had, at least in part,
met this test successfully.

The platform should be a serious matter to a party
in Dr. Freeman's opinion. He discussed various planks of
the Democratic platform~-the determination of the Democrats
to reduce the expense of the government, for instance. A
ma jor Democratic problem was the fact that they had enacted
so many laws that had been declared unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court and in the platform they promised to stay within

30. June 23, 1936.
31. June 26, 1936.
32, June 26, 1936.
33. June 11, 1936.
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the law or change it when it seemed best to do so. To this
point Dr. Freeman spoke:

Certainly thls newspaper will resist any attempt
to change the whole framework of the Constitution
and to upset the balance of power s8imply because a
fewBEeaurocrats can not do everything they want to
dOo ’ .

But Dr. Freeman ended with "We believe Southern Democrats
35
will accept...the entire platform."
On the general subject of the New Deal Dr. Freeman
said:
The basic principles of the New Deal were accepted
in the Republican platform and néw are reafflirmed
in the Democratic declaration. This means that
the Roosevelt revolution has been effected,36
"The New Deal must go on--where else can it go?--but it
has probably developed 1ts worce aspects along with its
best." Thus we see that Dr. Freeman was not a 100%
New Dealer but was in general a backer of Mr. Roosevelt.
Dr. Freeman felt from the beginning that the outcome
of the November election would undoubtedly be re-election
for F.D.R.
Mr. Roosevelt faces [the Republican) platform and
any ticket nominated on it with absolute confidence
of victory. He relies on the normal Democratic
strength, on the solid support of the South, on a
personal popularity that far exceeds the popularity

of the New Deal, on the vote of relief beneficiaries
and on the army of Democrats appointed to office.38

34. June 26, 1936.
35. June 26, 1936.
36. June 27, 1936.
37. June 26, 1936,
38. June 6, 1936.



CHAPTER V
LANDON AS A PERSON

Dr. Freeman was very disappointed that the Repub-
lican presidential candidate should so obviously be no match
for Mr. Roosevelt. He would like to have seen a fire-ball
of a statesman opposing F.D.R. in the campaign. But he had
to admit that "Landon is, in short, ‘a first-class second-
class statesman}" borrowing Senator Glass's phrase. Dr.
Freeman found little to dislike in Landon but only deplored
the fact that he was not a more worthy candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States. He thought it in keeping with the
mediocrity of the man that he claimed "traditional hobbies--
fishing and reading detective stories."Ao It was painful
for Landon to make a speech and therefore the party chairman
was determined "that Landon shall not expose himself to
comparison with Mr. Roosevelt as a speaker,"41 and hence
kept dewn the number of Landon's speeches to a minimum.

Due to the lack of admirable and 1nsp1ring qualities
in Landon, "the. Republicans will have to put more emphasis
on the wisdom of their platform than the excellencies of

42
their nominee." But Dr, Freeman found a lack of wisdom

39. June 12, 1936.

40. September 8, 1936.
41. August 18, 1936,
42, June 12, 1936.
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in the Republican platform also so he was disappointed in
the poor showing the Republicans showed promise of making

in the 1936 presidential campaign.



CHAPTER VI
ROOSEVELT AS A PERSON

On the other hand, Dr. Freeman found many admirable
and inspiring qualities in the Democratic nominee for
President. His "As everyone knows, Mr. Roosevelt has one
of the most attractive of personalities"hsjust about sums
up Dr. Freeman's feeling on the subject of Mr. Roosevelt
as a person.
When 1t comes to effective presentation, Mr. Roosevelt
has an even larger advantage than that of his fine
volce and his radio4£ersonality. He knows the secret
of personal appeal.

After Roosevelt's trip to Richmond in July, Dr. Freeman

wrote: "Whether or not you like his politics, you have

to concede that the personality of the President is com-

' and "That gracious presence of his is an amazing

pelling,’

45
asset." Of Roosevelt's speech at Monticello on July the
fourth, he wrote: "It was a noble deliverance worthy of

46

the subject and of the place...."

But it would be wrong to convey the idea that Dr.
Freeman was an unswerving idolizer of Mr. Roosevelt. On the

contrary, he was able to see the good and bad in Mr. Roosevelt

43, June 12, 1936.
44, September 7, 1936.
45, July 6, 1936.
46, July 6, 1936.
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just as he was able to see the good and bad in the New

Deal and Democratic policy. "All of us know that our Presi-
dent is impulsive. More than once he has annnunced a policy
before he had worked out any of the details."47 But we can
not escape the fact that Dr. Freeman, on the whole, admired

F.D.R. and thought him an excellent speaker.

47. August 6, 1936.



CHAPTER VII
FORCES FOR AND AGAINST MR. ROOSEVELT

Dr. Freeman from time to time during the campalgn
would discuss varlous groupé and individuals who came out
for or against Roosevelt. He believed that, in general,
the yoﬁth of the country was behind Mr. Roosevelt=-and that
this was seen in the fact that young newspapermen in Washing-
ton were in favor of Roosevelt whereas most of them over
forty were not.48 When Mayor La Guardla came out for
Roosevelt, Dr Freeman said, "This is a galn for the gentle-
man of the White House."49

When labor organizations began to come out for
Roosevelt, the question arose as to whether organized
labor should become partisan. Gompers and Green were
always against such a move. Sald Dr. Freeman:

Would we feel that it was desirable for a labor

organization definitely to enter politics as a
partisan?

© 05 0 00 06065 060606820000 06¢60 ¢000 0008000002090 008000000

None of us can defend a weapon we would be unwilling
to see in the hands of an opponent .20
However, Mr. Roosevelt, of course, cordially welcomed the

support of the United Mine Workers and other labor groups.

48, May 7, 1936.
49, September 5, 1936.
50. February 2, 1936.
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Of the forces against Roosevelt discussed by Dr.
Freeman in his editorials, one was Al Smith. With "the
long expected attack on President Roosevelt by ex-Governor
Al Smith of New York" came "political warfare of the bitter-
est sort."51 Later in the year Al Smith attended the
executive committee of the Liberty League which "proclaimed
'non-partisan' war on the Roosevelt adminisbration."52

The anti-Roosevelt Democratic Convention engineered
by Governor Talmadge of Georgia "oreated little talk except
among those who magnify every attempt to discredit the Presi-
dent."

An effective attack on New Deal policies as inimical

to business revival was made by A.P. Sloan Jr. in

his powerful annual report as President of General

Motors .54

"Here in Virginia it is apparent that the fight
against Roosevelt 1s to be conducted by the Jeffersonian
Democrats and not by the G.O.P.“55 Dr. Freeman analyzed

Jeffersonian Democracy and found that some of Jefferson's

ideas would favor the New Deal and some would be against

51. February 1, 1936.
52. July 4, 1936.

53+ February 1, 1936.
54. April 4, 1936.

55. Septembef 23, 1936.



it. He called for these Jeffersonian Democrats to join
56
the ranks of the independents.
Thus we see that Dr. Freemen kept his readers in-

formed on the various forces both for and against F.D.R.

56. September 23, 1936.

18



CHAPTER VIII
PROGRESS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

Dr. Freeman also kept his readers up to date on the
progress of the campalgn--whether things were moving slowly
or at a rapid pace. His prediction of February 14, 1936:

Already in this dark February weather, with the

Presidential election still nearly nine months

distant, Americans have had many evidences of in-

temperate utterances. When late summer wears down

the patience of men, the United States probably

will be the theater of the most vituperative

political contest it has staged since 1896, the

year of the "free-silver" campaign.57
did not prove to be completely accurate. For with the coming
of August he was to write, "With the Presidential election
distant only three months, apathy still is so deep that

58

it puzzles the politicians." The apathy of the people

toward the election had somewhat the effect of slowing down

the progress of the campaign. "The most remarkable aspect of
59

the Presidential campaign thus far has been its dullness."

"American politics offered less interest this week than last,

if that were posséble. Speeches on elther side were few

0

and commonplace.”

57« February 14, 1936.
58. August 1, 1936.
59. August 6, 1936.
60. August 15, 1936.
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But the end of August saw a quickening in the pace
of the Presidential campaigne.

Our Presidential campaign got under way this week--

got under way slowly and not until the season Wwhen,

in previous campaigns, publlic opinion usually was

close to its final cholce between Republican and

Democratic candidates,6bl
But Dr. Freeman observed that Virginia was still less in-
terested in politices than in vacations.62

With the end of September at hand, "political maneuvers
+..8howed plainly that neither party considers the Presi-
dential election won or lost." By early October Dr. Freeman
wrote, "The American people are lining up."64
So far there had been little indication that this

was to be "a vituperative political contest." But after
whispers of Elliot Roosevelt's connection with Anthony
Folker's sales promotion of planes to Russia, Dr. Freeman
felt that "the political war in America has reached the
stage where nelther side 1s very careful of its choice of
weapons."65 But by the end of October Dr. Freeman wrote
that this was "a Presidential campaign that thus far has

66
developed less bitterness than had been anticipated" and

61. August 29, 1936,
62. August 29, 1936.
63. September 26, 1936.
64. October 2, 1936.
65. October 8, 1936.
66. October 24, 1936.
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"contrary to Mr. Farley's prediction this has not been
'the dirtiest campaign in American political history.‘“67

That the campaign was slow even throughout August
we have already7seen. However, by October the pace had
considerably quickened, until in the middle of the month
Dr. Freeman wrote, "'To be let alone' ﬁight have been the
plea of the American voter this week."68 ' And at the end of
the month he wrote, "The volume of political news has...
been entirely too great."69

A8 to how things were shaping up in respect to the
prospects of the candidates we can follow this through
Dr., Freeman's editorials. In general, Landon picked up
in July, opinion was in'fluxiin August, Landon picked up
8t111 more in September and in October it seemed that

70 _
Roosevelt was ahead. But the forecasters did not agree,

T1
even in October, on the probable outcome of the election.
However, by the end of that month most people in the country

72

were sure that Roosevelt would win. An exception was the

67. October 29, 1936.
68. October 17, 1936.
69. October 29, 1936.
70, October 20, 1936.
71l. October 12, 1936.
72. October 27, 1936.
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Literary Digest Poll which showed in its final statistics
54.4 per cent. for Landon and only 40.9 per cent. for
Roosevelt.73 However on election day Dr. Freeman could
write, "All nation-wide straw votes, save one, and all
non-partisan newspaper forecasts of experience predict
the re-election of Mr. Roosevelt today."74

In summation we see that the Presidential cempaign
moved very slowly at first but was very active in the last
two months. In general it can be said that the campaign
was not the scene of too much abusive language. And ve
have seen that there was considerable question in the minds
of some up until the last few weeks as to the outcome of
the election. ©Said Dr. Freeman, Republicans and Democrats
alike "have challenged the air in the most expensive and

75

inclusive of American Presidential campaigns."

73. October 31, 1936.
74. November 3, 1936.
75« October 31, 1936.



CHAPTER IX
THE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN

We have gotten a general idea of the progress of
the campaign and just how the Presidential nominees seemed
to be doing at various stages, but to get the true plcture
we must go more deeply into each campalgn.

In April the"Republican professional council was
chosen. This group was somewhat the Republican counterpart
of Roosevelt's brain trust and was to lead in the formation
of party policy and campaign stirategy.

Could the economic cleavage between the two parties

been more amazingly exhibited than in the cholce of

the men who are to form the new Republican profession-
al couneil?
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It is not to be a brain trust though it may not be
described as a no-brain trust, but it unabashedly
represents conservatism in economics and moderation
in social security.76
However, Dr. Freeman stated that "the real strength of the
77
campaign organization depends on Hamilton', the Republican
national chairman.
In early July Dr. Freeman wrote: "The Republican
Campalgn is gettin% under way with many hitches and without
7 | ’
much enthusiasm." = But in spite of this, two days later

we Ssee:

Dr. Daniel,Starch, whose sclentiflc figures we

76. April 10, 1936.
(7« June 17, 1936.
78. July 11, 1936.



24

printed Saturday, is sustained by virtually all
other commentators in saying that the last few
weeks have witnegssed a definite swing from Roose-
velt to Landon.”

However, he cautioned against concluding that present
80 : ‘ ‘
estimates were final. He felt that, due to the similarity

of the platforms, vote by tradition would be an important
factor in the election.

How far, in this situation, will the result be
affected by .the indisputable fact that the Republi-
cans normally constitute a majority of the American
electorate? Will the Republicans who voted for
Roosevelt in 1932, in protest agalnst the feeble
inaction of Mr. Hoover, return to their old alle-
glance now that the Republicans have adopted what
the leaders insist is a progressive policy? That

is a much more serious consideration than the :
Democratic leaders are willing publicly to admit .81

Considering this factor to be serious, Dr. Freeman was
inclined not to be too critical of those who prophesied
that Landon would win the election, but he was unwilling
to consider this a foregone'conclusion in July.

There is much criticism‘of Landon and the Republican
party during the campalgn in Dr. Freeman's editorials.

We were much disappointed in Mr. Landon's Cacceptance]

speech. v
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The address could be epitomized in one sentence: If
American voters will return the Republlican party to

povwer, it will administer the New Deal more economically

and with regard for the rights of the states .82

79. July 13, 1936.
80. July 13, 1936.
8l. July 13, 1936.
82, July 24, 1936.
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This newspaper has not been impressed by the
Republican nominee. He seems to us to have falled
lamentably to propose anything more_than a expensive
dilution of his opponent's policy.

Dr. Freeman found much to be deslired in the speaking ability
of Mr. Landon as I have indicated earlier. He criticized
the material of the speeches as well as the technique of
delivery.

Governor Landon's Pittsburg speech discloses one

of the definite weaknesses of the Republican campaign--
a lack of thorough preparation on the part of the
nominee. Mr. Landon spoke at some length on Civil
Service reform, but he failed to exhibit any real
knowledge of the subject. ‘

As in his address Saturday evening on foreign affaégs,
his treatment of the topic was wholly superficial.

But Dr. Freeman did’not arbitrarily criticize the Republican

candidate. He quickly gave credit when credit was due and

would have liked to have been able to do so more often.
Every Independent who deserves the name willyconcede,

we suspect, that Mr. Landon made a good speech at
Portland Saturday night.

He is learning.85
He was also qulick to acknowledge that the inferlior position

of the Republican party in this campaign was not due only

83. September 21, 1936.
84. September 28, 1936.
85. August 14, 1936.
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to the weaknesses in the candidate and vlatform. "No, the
Republicans can not accuse thelr leaders of undue error nor
say that the fault is with their stars. The explanation is
to be found in Democratic advantage."86

As to the actual plan in the Republican campaign
we can get the general structure of it from Dr, Freeman's

editorials.

Mr, Landon intends to challenge the Roosevelt
regime on broad principles. ’
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To do this; he is rephrasing in the vernacular
Mr. Hoover's appeal to "rugged individualism". 87

Another element in Republican tactics:

{LandonJhad to create in the public mind the idea

that he was a straight-thinking, plain man of action.

El?he Republicans wanted to win back the lower classes
of society and therefore} it was decided that the
best means to do this was to start with a few
speeches on fundamentals...and then strike out at
the specific failures of the administration.58

Landon's Speeches covered a fairly wide variety of topics.
One ma jor policy that he discussed several times was finan-
cial matters. Dr. Freeman's comment on one of his speeches
on taxes was:

He was right both in what he said about the taxes

a poor man has to pay and in what he sald in de-

nunclation of the preposterous tax on reserves

imposed by the present Congress.89

Toward the end of October when the Republicans were trying

86. November 3, 1936.
87. August 24, 1936.
88. August 27, 1936.

89. August 27, 1936.
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to stir up a scare about the financial set up under Roosevelt,
Dr. Freeman wrote, "This time it seems that the Republicans
intend to employ 'boo tactics' in and effort to create a
fear complex in the minds of the voters."go We see that
Landon's main theme on the subject of finance was "excoria-
ting the waste of the Roosevelt administration and what he
termed its 'open and impudent use of public money for poli-
tical purposes.'"

Of Landon's handling of another important topic,
we read, "His speechX?i the prospective foreign policy of
the Republicans, a policy which he epltomlized as that of
minding your own business." ¢ And on another subject,
"Mr. Landon went beyond the platform and promised to give
direct cash benefits tb farmers while new methods of
agricultural relief were being perfected." “And on the
topic of labor, "His appeal to labor was summarized in the
statement that the working man had the right to join or not
to join any type of union he pleased." On the subject of
monopoly which Landon opposed:

He admitted that big business on occasion had gotten
out of hand and had to be curbed.

90. October 23, 1936.
91. October 31, 1936.
92. October 31,71936.
93. September 14, 1936.
94, July 25, 1936,
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.DQC...l......"..'.........'.'.......‘.‘.....

Here [in Landon's opposition to monopoly} we have
an example of the manner in which aggressive liber-
alism of an intellectual type forces a conservatlive
party to give ground.9>
Hence in this campaign we see that Landon does not stand
by traditional Republican policies - protectlion of big
business, for instance - as staunchly as Republican
candidates in the past had done. We are agaln made aware
of the fact that the dividing line between the two parties
and their policles is not very clearly drawn.

The prospects of Landon's winning the election in
November varied throughout the campaign as We have seen
earlier. In September, the Literary Digest Poll, with
eight states reporting, showed that Landon had 60 per cent.
of the straw ballots.96 In October Dr. Freeman reported that
a Republican had said, "Like a man about to embark upon
metrimony, I hope for the vest but fear the worst."97 And
later that month he wrote, "The Republicans, in the judge-
ment of most newspaper abservers, are engaged in a losing
fight,"g and that for Republican papers "despair has
deepened into something that approaches resignation."99

But rather than concentrate solely on the Presidential

95. September 14, 1936,
96. September 12, 1936.
97. October 13, 1936,
98. October 17, 1936.
99. October 27, 1936.
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race which Dr. Freeman thought was lost to the Republicans
from the beginning, he felt the campaign should have
emphasized the congressional elections. The fallure to do
this was the greatest mistake of the Republlican campalgn

100
in Dr. Freeman's estimation. He would like to have seen
the G.0.P. live up to their prediction that
[itl will reduce the Democratic majority in the
House to the point where, with the assistance of
conservative Democratsi it will thwart what it
styles a Mr. Roosevelt's "radical legislation,"101
but he felt at the end that the’Republicans had not even

done a half-way job of trying to effect this.

100. QOctober 27, 1936.
101, August 1, 1936.



CHAPTER X
THE DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN

"Mr. Farley seems confident of Democratic victory

and as far as surface indications run, he has reason for that
102

state of mind." This statement may be saild to be the
theme of the Democratic campaign and of Dr. Freeman's
opinion of the campaign. Throughout the months before
November it became more and more clear that Mr. Roosevelt
would be re-elected to his second term.

Dr. Freeman felt from the beginning that "nothing
is likely to happen that will throw the vote of a single

103

Southern state into the Republican column.” However,
he qualified that statement with:

All signs point to a definite revolt, political

and economic, on the part of businessmen. Unless

there 18 a definite turn to conservatism on the

part of Mr. Roosevelt--a turn that now seems im-

probable~-we expect to see more businessmen in the

South vote against him than ever voted against_a.

regular Democratic nomimee for the Presidency.lO4
As to the chance that Virginia Democrats would not back
Mr. Roosevelt, Dr. Freeman felt that there was little
reason to believe that this would happen.

We know that Senator Glass and thousands of other
Virginia Democrats consider that the administration

102, July 11, 1936.
103, July 22, 1936.
104, July 22, 1936.
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has been wrong in many of its tactics but right
in its strategy--right in many of the things that
it wanted to do but wrong in the way 1t went about
doing them.l105
Virginia, along with the rest of the South, would stick
with Roosevelt because of his policiles of which they
- approved.
We Southerners may not fully succeed but, all in
all, we belleve we have a better chance of keeping
the Democratic party from golng too far than of
getting the Republican party to go far enough.l06
Mr. Roosevelt's decision not to make any political
speeches until October was adhered to. But in "non-political
speeches and official acts as President he furthered the
cause of the Democratic campalgn considerably.
The announcement that President Roosevelt, if
re-elected, intends to ask Congress for a far-
reaching reorganization of the administrative
structure of the Federal Government 1ls news that
may have a better political effect than the most
ingenious campaign speech.l07
" But with the coming of October, Mr. Roosevelt "began a
long speaking campaign that [}ooﬁ] him as far west as the
108
Rockies." Even as Mr. Roosevelt was beginning Dr. Freeman
wrote, "The odds, in our opinion, favor Roosevelt but in
the Congressional campaign there is, as yet, no perceptible
109 ,
trend." - It was this Congressional campalgn that Dr.
Freeman felt was so vital and deserved more attention than

it got. By the end of October there was little doubt but

105. August 26, 1936. 106, September 21, 1936.
107. September 10, 1936, 108. October 10, 1936.
109, October 12, 1936.
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vhat Roosevelt would win the elesction--there only remained
to be seen by how much he would defeat Landon. The fact
that all were so sure of Roosevelt's victory led to Dr.
Freeman's statement that, "This 'band-wagon psychology'
nay be playing a tremendous part in swelling Mr. Roosevelt's
plurality."llo

On thé general subject of Mr. Roosevelt's tactics
in the campaign we find Dr. Freeman writing:
His speeches have, in the main, been aggressive
rather than defensive and have dwelt more on the
distress from which the administration saved the nation
than on the policles to be pursued hereafter.lll
And Dr. Freeman believed that Roosevelt "is exhibiting a
personal popularity and a strength much greater than that of
the New Deal, of the Democratic Committee and of the
Demoecratic Congress combined."112 But in spite of this
fact, Dr. Freeman did not think that the President should
"actively take the stump and campaign for re—election."ll3
Of the several notable contentions of the President
during the campaign were "his determination not to increase
taxes and his willingness to keep politics out of business

114
if business would keep out of politics," "his pledge of

adherence to the policy of equal opportunity and social

115
justice," and his belief that "economic class advantage
116
must be ended in America." It is this last belief, among
110. Dctober 27, 1936. 111. October 17, 1936.

112. September 11, 1936. 113. September 30,.1936.
114, October 24, 1936+ 115, October 31, 1936.
116. October 2, 1936,
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others, that caused much criticism of Roosevelt as a
radical. Indeed many radicals supported Roosevelt be~
cause there was no one else even slightly in sentiment
with them. Dr. Freeman felt that Roosevelt was dolng
enough that radicals wanted to keep a radical party from
117

finding strength. On this subject Dr. Freeman wrote:

This newspaper subscribes-- and believes the major-

ity of its readers subscribe-- to the closing senti-

ments of Mr. Roosevelt's speech last evening--' "In
the words of the great essayist, 'The volce of

great events is proclaiming to us, Reform if you

would preserve.,' I am that kind of a cgnservative
because I am that kind of a liberal.”

Thus we see the general aspects of the Democratic
campaign. In comparison with the Republlican campaign, 1t
it was a campaign of more confident men with a better
candidate and a platform that promised to carry on the
popular reforms of the past four years. Roosevelt's
"brain trust" was an experienced group who knew always
what the next step in the campaign wes to be whereas
Landon's advisors were not as surely on a definite path.
"Most non-partisan newspaper observers agree that the
Democratic campaign strategy was defindtely superior to

119
that of the Republicans.

117. September 21, 1936.
118. September,30,.1936,
119. October 31, 1936,



CHAPTER XI
PRINCIPAL ISSUES OF THE CAMPAIGN

To Dr. Freeman, the basic issue of the campalgn was
"whether Roosevelt or Landon is better able and more
disposed to maintain the balance of the economic advantage
once it has been restored."lgo In 1936 this was the main
consideration in men's minds. However, there are several
more specific issues which were important in the campaign.
One issue may be called the financial problem. In
October Landon "promised anew to balance the Federal budget,
if elected, within less than four years. The way to do this,
he said, was to establish an efficient administration and to
end present extravagance and waste."lel However, Dr.
Freeman saw little to support in such a vague method of
public expenditure. 'Landon denounced New Deal relief as
a public scandal,"laQbut months earlier Dr. Freeman had written
"Few people whose support is worth having begrudé‘a single
dollar spent on direct relief,"123 and therefore he saw
l1ittle to fear in Landon's statement. Another financlal

- policy of Roosevelt's was attacked by Landon--the Social

120. October 2, 1936,

121. October 10, 1936.
122, October 17, 1936.
123, February 12, 1936.
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Jecurity Act of 1935 which he called, "unjust, unworkable,
124

stupldly drafted, and wastefully financed." He felt that
any kind of unemployment insurance should be worked out by
the states--another of his states' rights opinions--and not
by the Federal government. As to old age pensions, he
proposed: "Our plan will be on a pay-as-you-go basis with
the result that we will know year by year what our pensions
are costing us."l25 Landon also attacked the reciprocal
tariff agreements of the Roosevelt administration--in the
northwest where the sentiment against them was the strongest.126
Another major issue in the electlion was farm policy--
both candidates "angling avidly for the farmer's vote."127
Landon's speech in‘Septemberb"was spread, so to speak, to
catch all the agrarian vote and not to scare off any element."128
In his farm speeches, "you would have thoughtvthat nobody
but the farmer has suffered during the depression."129
However, when it came to making a commitment on concrete
farm policy, Landon's speech was criticized by Dr. Freeman:
"Where it was vague 1t was not understandable and where 1t
was specific it proposed little more than a shifting in the

130
order of the three A's." Therefore, "as his lieutenants

124, October 3, 1936. 125, October 3, 1936.
126. September 25, 1936. 127. September 23, 1936.
128. September 26, 1936. 129. September 23, 1936.

130. September 23, 1936,
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feared, his [@ddresseslflost much of (their] force because
ﬁﬂmﬁﬂ coincided with so much that Mr. Roosevelt had already
said.”lBl So it was again a case of lackbof’originality on
the part of the Republicans in constructing policy and this
was a disapﬁointment to Dr. Freeman. His conclusion on the
subject of farm policy was: "Neither doctor has prescribed

anything more than a vague compound of hopes and sedatives

and pain killers. There is no great difference between their
i32

remediesS...."

Another major issue in the campaign was the depression.
Landon time and time again hurled accusations at the Demo~
cratic administration for the ways in which-.it had sought
to alleviate depressidn problems. But Dr. Freéman wrote:

"The country is as surely on the upgrade today as 1t was on
the downgradé four years ago. America is emerging with no

ma jor change in the structure of'government."133 That Dr.
Freeman, on the whole, admired Democratic policy in bringing
the U.S. out of the depression is true but on several specific
points he disagreed with Roosevelt. Roosevelt, in April,
proposed to stimulate employment by 1) an increase in pﬁr-
chasing power, 2) stringent child labor laws; 3) retirement

of the majority of people at approximately 65 years of age,

and 4) a reduction of the wark week. "He proclaimed an ideal

131. September 26, 1936. 132. September 23, 1936.
133. September 21, 1936.
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jut his approach to it is ... not practical.” "He
irgued that his task 1is to meet the condition without

regard to the reason for it. There are some of us who hold

135 \
to precisely the opposite view." "Only disappointment
weits us if we think there is a quick and suré recgvery by
f 13
treatment that disregards causes and realities.” And Dr.

Freeman agreed with Dr. H. Parker Willis, editor of the Journal
of Commerce, when he saild the President was wrong to assume
that industry could absorb an appreciable part of the
present unemployed.137 Hence we see that Dr. Freeman
disagreed with some of Roosevelt's depression policles as
they had been put into practice or announced as future
policy.

Communism also was an issue in this 1936 campaign.
Many, including Mr. Hearst, charged that the Democrats had
Red support. In answer to this Mr. Early said, "The Presi-
dent does not want and does not welcome the vote or support
of any individual or group taking orders from alien sources;“138
The Republican tactics of scaring the population into belleving
that Roosevelt harbored Red support brought forth this
remark from Dr. Freeman: "What would be more natural than for

the Democratic party, charged with sheltering Reds, to answer
1

that the Republicans are financed by Facists?" Said Dr.

134, April 14, 1936. 135. April 14, 1936.
136, April 14, 1936. 137. March 20, 1936.
138. September 26, 1936. 139. September 22, 1936.
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freeman on Roosevelt's policy toward Communism: "Some of
the President's critics would arrest a man after he becomes

8 Communist. Mr. Roosevelt would employ him at a living
| 140 '

wage to keep him from being a Communist.”

Roosevelt, for his part, seeke to prevent revolution,
not by combating it, but by removing all justification

for it. As the campaign ends..., We are more con- 141
vinced than ever we have been that ROOSEVELT IS RIGHT."
hils

Thus Dr. Freeman was behind Roocevelt ongpolicy against
Communism and wrote also that, "the Republican platform is

no answer to Communism; Republican 1éadership no bulwark
142
against 1t."

140. September 30, 1936. 141. November 2, 1936.

142. November 2, 1936.



CHAPTER XII
THIRD PARTY FORCES IN 1936

Third parties have seldom been significant in Presi-
dential elections and they were not so in this 1936 election.
However, some mention of the third party forces should be
made.

There was Father Coughlin and his Union Party which
had a far-left policy, and the Townsendites who were slightly
more radical than New Dealers. They tried to pose as Demo-
crats or Republicans in Congreséional elections rather than
as third party members. .These two groups with Smith, a Long
lieutenant from Louisiana, united behind Lemke as candidate
for President. Dr. Freeman's remarks on this union were:

It 1s easy enough to say, of course, that the new

triple alliance of crack-pot economists will fall by

its own welight.
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Who knows? In these topsy turvy times the next turn
of the wheel may find so vast a congeries af economic
radicals on the Left that Democrats and Republicans
will have to make common cause against them.l43

However, neither this not any other third party group has

yet shown sufficient strength to bring about such a union.

143, July 17, 1936.



CHAPTER XIII
OUTCCME OF THE 1936 ELECTION

The election on November 3, 1936, proved to be a
landslide to Roosevelt. Landon received only eight electoral
votes--five in Maine and three in Vermont. "It is a

triumph such as no candidate for re-election ever has won
144
since the organization of American parties.”

Dr. Freeman wrote, "We confess a deep emotional
145
satisfaction at the result." And he said that Roosevelt's

aim was to

make science and wealth serve the multitude and not
a class., It i1s because we belleve the re-election
of Mr. Roosevellt brings us a step nearer to that
final goal of %overnment, social justice, that we
rejoice today.l46

144, November 4, 1936.
145. November 4, 1936.
146. November 4, 1936.



CHAPTER XIV
"MIDDLE OF THE ROAD"

"The best possible result of the campaign would
be for each candidate to pull the other back into the

147 ,
middle of the road." As we have seen throughout the

preceeding chapters, Dr. Freeman did not want one party to
greatly outweigh the other. He wanted a Republican minority
large enough to keep the Democrats on thelr toes and to
temper radical policies.
«e+ though die-hards will conslider the remark party
treason, it is very desirable that the clumsy, over-
whelming Democratic majority in the House of Represen-
tatives should be reduced by at least 60%,148
The clearer the difference between Republlcans
and Democrats and the closer the outcome of the
election, the less the danger of the triumph of
an extreme policy.
It is the duty of the Republicans to see that liber-
alism does not become revolutionary.149
These remarks show that Dr. Freeman felt that representative
government and the American "way of 1life" could best be
preserved by a balance between the two major parties.
Howevef, he saw that

The trend of all great political parties is slowly
to the left. Yet in every land there is a definite

147. September 14, 1936. 148, October 27, 1936.
149, June 8, 1936.
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place for a conservative party to represent the

type of mind that distrusts change. Were the G.0.P.

to (become liberaIJ it would abandon its very reason

for existance.l50

Dr. Freeman's desire for a balance of power between
the two parties to insure a middle of the road policy--
though he actually wanted it to be a progressive road--
must have caused him to be disappointed in the Republican
showing in the election. However, his editorial on the day
after the election showed genuine satisfaction in the outcome.
His belief in a two-party system with both parties strong

enough to put the brakes on each other remalned, nevertheless,

a strong factor in his political thinking.
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CHAPTER I
THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION

Throughout the study of the Presidential election
of 1940 we will notice differences between this election
and that of 1936. One of the first differences that we
notice is that the outcome of the choosing of the Democratlc
nominee was not so predictable as in 1936. We saw that in
1936 there had been little doubt.that anyone but President
Roosevelt would be the Democratic nominee. However, this
is not the case in 1940~-there were many forces agalnst
Roosevelt's renomination.

When Jim Farley called to order the Democratic

National Committee today the presidential campaign

of 1940 opened, but in clircumstances as confusing

for Democrats as any that have existed since the later

years of Grover Cleveland's second administration<l51
Roosevelt's most formidable opponent was John Nance Garner of
Texas whom Mr. Roosevelt did not want to see get the nomina-
tion. Jim Farley also entered his name in the race for
nomination.

But let us look at Roosevelt's position in this race
for the Democratic nomination. Roosevelt did not announce

his decision to run until July. In the months before, there

was much speculation as to his intentions but he made it clear

151. February 5, 1940.
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that only an announcement from him on the subject would be
valid.152 The idea that he would run for a third term was
most prevalent after he left his name on the Illinois
primaryballotlB3 and after the new invasion in Europe in
May.154 But there were times when Democrats, for some
reason or other, felt that Roosevelt wouid not run again.155
In spite of these shiftings in opinions, it was generally
agreed that if the‘President wanted the nomination, 1t was
his for the taking. Most people felt that "nothing can now
stop the President from becoming the party nominee except
his own decision not to run."156 While the Democrats were
changing their minds periodically as to whether Roosevelt
would run, "the Republicans showed by thelir Lincoln Day
speeches that they think Mr. Roosevelt may be a candldate
in November."157

Many Democrats felt that 1f Mr. Roosevelt should
choose not to run for office again he would "appoint" his
successor--and many of these Democrats believed he would
choose Cordell Hull. There were also those who thought
that should Roosevelt choose to run himself, he would have
Mr. Hull for his Vice—President.l58 Dr. Freeman's reaction
to that idea was:

In no case, it seems to us, should Mr. Hull be named

152, February 10, 1940, 153. March 2, 1940.
154, May 18, 1940, 155, March 30, 1940.
156. March 2, 1940. 157. February 14, 1940.
158. July 5, 1940,
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as the candidate for Vice-Presldent. His experience
and hls specilsl capaclity wlll be thrown away as
presiding officer of the Senate.l59

Dr. Freeman would rether see him as President or Secretary
of State, and in early July he wrote that there was an even
chancé that Mr. Roosevelt would endorse Cordell Hull

for President. 160

There were many Democrats in the country who did not
want to see Roosevelt give up the reins. In February, a
third term movement was begun in New Jersey and 1t continued
to bodst Roosevelt for nomination and then for electlion in
November.

However, there were many forces which turned against
Roosevelt in 1940. John L. Lewis, blaming the chronile
depression on the New Déal, became anti-Roosevelt and tried
to swing labor with him.161 Virginia anti-Roosevelt
Democrats were against him because they were agalnst a
third term.162 The third term was the main opposition 192
Congressmen had to sighing a petiivion asking Roosevelt to
run again.163 And it was mainly because of the third term
that Dr. Freeman withheld endorsement of Mr. Roosevelt for
so longe.

I think that we should get Dr. Freeman's ideas on the

159, July 5, 1940. 160. July 3, 1940.
161. June 22, 1940. 162, October 18, 1940.
163, July 12, 1940,
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re-nomination and re-election of Mr. Roosevelt straight
right from the first though many of them were not expressed
until after the National Convention. "This newspaper
confesses 1itself in no wise enthusiastic for a third term
for any man at anytime-."l64 And Dr. Freeman also felt that
"unhappy changes in the President's appearance during the
last year show that the strain of office is telling on him."l65
And he did not like to see the party tie its fortunes to
one individual.l66 For these three reasons he hoped to see
another candidate win the Democratic nomination--though he
never stated who his choice would be., But in July he wrote:

For our part, we consider the two-term precedent sound
and its abandonment dangerous‘ but the foreign
situation is such that we don't think the U.S. can
afford to substitute its national defense to 1ts
acceptance of or 1ts antipathy for a third term. 167
Thus Dr. Freeman finally came to the conclusion that 1f
Roosevelt could best prepare for national defense and best
manage the ticklish situations in foreign affairs, then he
should be re-elected. It was basically these problems in
foreign affairs that determined Mr. Roosevelt's decision

to run for the Democratic nomination for the third time.

164 .September 19, 1940, 165. July 5, 1940.
166. July 15, 1940. 167. July 18, 1940.



CHAPTER 1l
THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATION

The race for the Republican nomination in 1940 was
more competitive and the outcome more doubtful than had been
the case in 1936. At the start of the racé the major con-
tenders were Thomas E. Dewey of New York, Senator Arthur
Vandenburg of Michigan, Senator Robert Taft of Ohlo, and we

mention
mightﬁpnly the dark horse, Wendell Willkie of Indlana. Early
in the contest Dewey began to win over Vandenburg even in the
middle west and he emerged as the most popular of the
Republican candidates by April. "Presidential primaries this
week led, perhaps too soon, to a wldespread bellef that the

choice of the people in November would lie between Mr. Dewey
168

and Mr. Roosevelt." However, a "Stop-Dewey" campaign soon

arose and the leading contender for his place was Wendell L.
169

Willkie. Willkie began to gain on Dewey as world events

- called more and more for a man with a broad understanding

" of American foreign policy--one of Devey's weakest spots%YO
- As the opening of the Republican Natlional Convention drew
near, Dr. Freeman wrote:

It is to be admitted that Dewey's personality was
less appealing as it was better known, but fundamentally

168. April 13, 1940. 169. April.27, 1940.
170. May 18, 1940.
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the German offensive was responsible for the slow
demolition of Dewey's carefully built political
fortifications.l71
172
When the Willkie movement was only a "wish and a hope",

Dr. Freeman wrote:

The heavily backed Republican candlidates have yet

to prove that in personal dynamics and intellectual
power they can be compared with that sleekest of

dark horses=--Wendell L. Willkie.
.0...00.00.I0....0...0..0..0.0...0.0'...00..0.0.

What Republican candidate has there been 1n recent
history who has the proven executive ability of

Willkie, the keen mind for understanding social and
economic problems and the striking literary aptitude?lT73

As we have seen, Willkie slowly but surely gained on Dewey
and in late June the Gallup poll showed this gain to consider-
able,174 but in the week before the Convention opening there
was still much speculation over who the Republican nominee

would be.

171. June 28, 1940. 172. April 23, 1940,

173, April 23, 1940. 174, June 22, 1940.



CHAPTER III
THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

The Republican National Convention opened in Philadel-
phia on June 24, 1940, Willkie was nominated on the sixth
ballot.

There had been no dramatic announcement by any boss,

fresh from a smoke filled room, that he had declded

to throw his block of votes to Willkle. Instead the

delegates had responded in crescendo to the overwhelm-

ing enthusiasm of the amateurs who were chanting

"We Want Willkie'.175.

The party platform of 1940 was similar to that of 1936 in
regard to domestic policy-~"the Republicans reiterate

their violent dislike of the Democratic administration, but
they propose no basic change in the institutions set up

by the New Deal." 76 "on foreign affairs, the most vital issue,
the party declares that America must engage 1n no war except
in defense of the Monroe Doctrine."177 Dr. Freeman felt that
"Keep out of war with Willkie seems at the moment the one
non-interventionist slogan that might appeal to the country. "178
On the whole, Dr. Freeman branded the platform "vague and
conciliatory"l79for the purpose of soliciting votes,

In evaluating the Republican candidate for President

in 1940, Dr. Freeman found more to admire in Willkie than he

175. June 29, 1940. 176. June 29, 1940,
1770 June 29, 1940. 1780 June 26, 19400
179. June 29, 1940.
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" had in Landon in 1936. He liked Willkie's "frank, simple
and friendly manner."lso He found the main reason for not
electing Willkie to be his lack of thorough knowledge of
foreign affairs, but Republican leaders presented Willkie
to the public as "a two-fisted, hard-hitting man who could
cope with Roosevelt in a political campaign or with Germany

181
in a war."

1800 Ju1y 3, 19400
181. June 28, 1940.



CHAPTER 1V

THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

The Democratic National Convention opened in Chicago
on July 15, 1940 and Roosevelt was chosen on the first ballot.
Dr. Freeman wrote that there was a lack of sponteneity there

because most of the delegates had no real enthuslasm for a
182
third term. In fact he wrote, "The Convention was a flop--
183 ‘
run by a small, inner coterie." But Dr. Freeman did not

lay the blame directly on Roosevelt.

He tRoosevelt] is absolutely sincere in his belilef
that he yielded to pleas that he break the two term
precedent because_of three things--the continuing
crises [in Europé], the assertion by many supporters
that he was the only Democrat who could keep the party
in power, and the argument that if he conscripted

the service of others for national defense he could
not withhold his own.l1l84

In comparing the two party platforms Dr. Freeman
wrote, "Honest campaigners will discover no material differ-
ence between the party declarations on foreign policy."185
Both parties stressed "the need for increased armed forces
to protect the nation and its outposts."186 On domestic
matters, the platforms were very similar also except that
the Republicans favored state admlnistration of relief where

the Democrats favored Federal administration and the Demo-

182, July 17, 1940. 183. July 19, 1940.
184, July 19, 1940. 185. July 18, 1940.
186. July 20, 1940.
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crats "expressed their usual opposition to barriers to
trade twheré]*the Republicans promised tariff protection
to agriculture, labor and 1ndustry."187

On the result of the nomination of Roosevelt, Dr.
Freeman wrote: "Bolters from the Democratic party have been

vocal but not especlally numerous since the convention
| 188

nominated Mr. Roosevelt for a third term."

1870 JUly 20, 1940.
188- Ju:l.y 27, 19400



CHAPTER V
PROGRESS OF THE CAMPAIGN

Dr. Freeman did not report as fully on the progress
of the campaign in 194C as he had in 1936 because foreign
affairs absorbed so much interest and were the subject of
8o many editorials. It wasn't until the end of August that
he could write, "Political controversy has been in crescendo
all this week."189

The first Gallup Poll in early August showed Willkle
out ahead of Roosevelt,190 and in the last part of September
Gallup said, "Mr. Willkie is not so weak as Governor Landon
was at the corresponding date in 1936."19l

In early September, Dr. Freeman wrote, "America's
Presidential campalgn has suffered in public interest because
of the natlions absorption in the intebnational crisis per-
cipitated by the Treaty of Berlin."192 However, sufficient
interest was maintained in the campaign until election day
for Dr. Freeman to be able to speak of "the nolsy Presidential
campaign."lg3 And just before election day he wrote, "The
race 1is much closer now than 1t was four years ago."194

Thus we see that in comparison to the campaign of 1936

this campaign attracted less attention but had the public

189. August 31, 1940. 190. August 5, 1940,
191. September 27, 1940. 192, October 5, 1940.
193, November 2, 1940, 194, November 2, 1940.
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been more free to follow it, the closeness of the race
would have probably made the 1940 campaign a most exciting

one.



CHAPTER VI
THE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN

When Willkie, after receiving the Republican nomination,
began his campalgn for President with his acceptance speech
he had an excellent opportunity, for the people were walting

to hear what his proposals and ldeas would be. However,
offer
Dr. Freeman wrote that "he did notpany material departure

195
from the New Deal or any new, constructive proposal."

Dr. Freeman was again disappointed to find that the Republi-
can candidate for President did not have a distinctly differ-
ent set of pollcies,

At best his [Willkie's] assertion is that he who
has never navigated a ship is a better pilot than
the man on the bridge. [He] must do more than
capitalize on the desire for a change; he must
Justify 1t.196

As for foreign policy, Willkie offered little that was
original throughout the campaign--"Where he was expliclt,

he was in agreement with Mr. Roosevelt. Where he was
197

dissadent, he was vague.' "Many independent observers

think that Mr. Willkie had 1little to say and delayed too
198
long in saying it." Dr. Freeman found that "Mr. Willkie's

most original statement was the challenge to the President to

195, August 19, 1940. 196. August 19, 1940.
197. August 19, 1940. 198. September 20, 1940.
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11199
debate campaign issues on a public platform’, but nothing

come of this because the President was too busy to partici-
pate in such a plan.
To some voters of an independent mind, the most
remarkable aspect of the Willkle campalgn has been
the steady and progressive loss of enthusiasm on the
part of many who were full of falth in the Republican
candidate slix weeks ago.200
This was written in September as was, '"The surprising drop
in Mr. Willkie's support, as reported in the newest Gallup
201
survey, may reflect bad political strategy." And Dr.
Freeman felt that the smallness of the majority By which
Maine went Republican indicated that Willkie was not as
202
s8trong as the party leaders thought. But in spite of
these discouraging signs, the Republican candidate was not
wilthout considerable support. "A veteran newspaper man said:
I meet very, very few business men who are not going to vote

for Willkie." And there was an unmistakable shift of the mid-

204
west to Willkie in October. Also, "the various phnysical
attacks on Mr. Willkie by cowards and cranks have won him a
' 205
surprising number of sympathizers." Another sign that the

Willkle campalgn was effectlve was that New York City

seemed to tend toward Willkie in late Octoger but the movement
20

was too late to effect a majority there.

199, August 24, 1940, 200. September 27, 1940,
201. September 20, 1940. 202, September 10, 1940.
203. October 9, 1940. 204, October 21, 1940.
205, October 16, 1940. 206, October 23, 1940.
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Mr. Willkie's issues against Roosevelt were the
third term, that the housing program was bogged down, that
the defense program was inadequate, that Mr. Roosevelt
would lead the country into war, and that the Roosevelt
administration had done an excess of spending.ao7

In the 1936 campaign Dr. Freeman had hoped to see
the Republiecans win a large number of seats in Congress.
This desire is not present'in the 1940 editorials for
"nothing more surely would confuse the national defense
and muddle Federal diplomacy than to have a President of
one political faith and Congress of the other."208 Dr.

Freeman was remembering 1918.

207. November 2, 1940
208. September 11, 1940.



CHARTER VII
THE DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN

If Roosevelt had reason to stay out of the campaign
until the last minute in 1936, he had even more reason to
do ‘the same in 1940, Mr. Wallace, the Democratic nominee
for Vice-President, countered Willkie's attacks against the
Democrats.

While some Democrats thought the Vice-Presidential

candidate-had no alternative to a blow for blow

battle with Mr., Willkie, many others thought the

temper of Mr. Wallace too provocative and some of

his statements too extreme.209
While Wallace was answering Willkie, the few speeches Roose-
velt made indicated that he 1ntended to rely on his record.zlo
"It 1s for peace I have labored; and it is for peace I shall
labor all the days of my life"allwas his answer to those who
cried that he would carry the country to war, and Dr. Freeman
believed that his record proved what he asserted.212 Dr.
Freeman also believed that Roosevelt was one of the first to
realize the danger in BEurope and to desire preparedness. He
enumerated twenty things the President had done since Hitler's
rise to power to oppose Nazism and protect the United States
and then wrote:

When these things are given their fullest valuation

209, October 5, 1940. 210, October 26, 1940,
211. October 24, 1940. 212, October 24, 1940,
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and every other short-coming is added to them, the
balance on the account of natlional defense 1s over-
whelmingly to the credit of President Roosevelt.

For that reason, the News--Leader believes he should
be re-elected. In the effort that lies ahead, be it
for the maintenance of a hazardous peace or for the
prosecution of a war to defend American institutions,
we believe he is the best gqualified man the nation
can hope to name as its leader.213

Dr. Freeman therefore went on record as belng for the re-
election of President Roosevelt and expressed confidence,
though not nearly as much as in 1936, that he would be

re-elected.

213, October 17, 1940.



CHAPTER VIII
THE MAJOR ISSUE

As we have seen in the preceeding chapters, Dr.
Freeman did not come oﬁt in support of Roosevelt until late
in the campaign and it was his belief that Mr. Roosevelt
could best administer the natlional defense that brought
‘him to his final decision. This national defense was the
issue of the campalgn.

Traditional party preference, old alleglance, a

-sound record in other respects--these are destined

to mean little in the campaign of 1940 when set against

the supreme, the overwhelming 1ssue of natlonal

defense.214 ‘ ‘
"Have we oversimplified the election by making national
defense the supreme, all inclusive issue? We do not think
so."215

Since national defense was the major issue, how the
candidates stood on this issue was all-important. Dr. Freeman
felt that neither candidate would take the country into war
willingly and "the average fair minded man knows that the
cduntry will be safe either in the hands of F.R. or W,
Willkie."216 The day before the election he wrote, "For
the conduct of the national defense, at a time of extreme
danger, procure the ablest, best qualified leader--by

217
voting tomorrow for Roosevelt."

214, July 16, 1940, 215, November 4, 1940.
216. October 28, 1940. 217. November 4, 1940.



CHAPTER IX
OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION

In the Presidential election of 1936, Roosevelt
had gotten all but eight electoral votes and carried all
but two states. In the 1940 election he carried all but
ten states and received all but eighty-two electoral votes.
His popularity was considerably less than in 1936 but the
election nevertheless showed "national approval of the
Roosevelt-Hull foreign policy,"zlssince that was the major
issue in the election. Dr. Freeman also saw in the outcomglg

"a tremendous personal victory that must be used well...."

218. November 6, 1940.
219. November 6, 1940,



CHAPTER X
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, from this survey of the elections of

1936 and 1940 through the News Leader editorials, we see

that Dr. Freeman was a "Roosevelt man." However, he was
not in complete agreement with Roosevelt on all issues and
can not be accused of backing him arbitrarily. He was
discerning and selective in his study of politics and was
not hesitant in proclaiming that he was in disagreement
with Democratic poliecy on certain points. He could look
at the political situation with the "independent mind"
he so often wrote of and did not give his readers a totally
one sided view of the campaigns.

That he was not a "150 % New Dealer" is seen best
in his desire for a strong consérvative party to hold the
liberal party in balance. He was a liberal himself and
wanted politics and government to proceed along a‘progressive
path but it was his profound belief that it was for the
best interest of the nation that the liberal party be tempered
by a conservative party. This, I believe, was one of Dr.
Freeman's cardinal beliefs.

In dealing with these two elections we have seen
many differences between them. The slection of 1936 was

not crowded out of the news by other issues and hence we
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get a fairly detail account of it in Dr. Freeman's editorials.
And there was no one all consuming issue in the 1936 election‘
and therefore we covered several important issues. However,
in 1940, the Presidential campaign was crowded out of the
news by the forelgn developments and the progress of the
first year of World War II, so we do not find so detall
an account of the campaign. And in 1940 there was one major
issue, as we have seen, and hence we did not have so much
material in this area as we 4id in 1936.

I think these two years, 1936 and 1940, were excellent
ones for a study of presidential campalgns through Dr.
Freeman's editorials. In 1936, we were able to get way
down into the election and campaign and obtain a falirly
complete knowledge of the workings and the personnel
of the election. In 1940, we were able to study a most
vital and determining election and it proved to be an excellent

campaign year for camparison with the campaign of 1936.
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