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MARY DAKER G. EDDY: A PREPARATLION,
A DISCOVERY AND A CUIMINATION

G. Elaine Johnson
Senlor Thesis
May 28, 196L



PHEFACE

In a study of any religién,"partﬁ.cularly Christian Sciexicu, it
is difficult to find un’biasedv anci h’is’ooriﬂ.cal‘ gource material, Therefors
the student must accept prejudicéd views ard make nis owm Judgment on
value and authenticiﬁy. In such.a.manner the research.and.execution
of this peper hawm been completed, .Although personal-opinions have been
includedy they have been based . on the mterial:'pmaented'by both:advow
cates of and antagonists to Mrs, Eddy,

To detemine‘the séopé of this paper,-it was necessary to find
the culmination of her‘discovery(before the astual-organization of -her
church began to form, Although there is a great deal of interesting
material about her early liié, her doctrines, and her church, only the

period of her discwefy has been taken up as the subject for this paper,
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CHAPTER I
PREPARATION AND DISCOVERY

Bjr. a single word, uniqueness; the hiatory of Mary Baker Eddy and
the faith she fostered can be portrayeds An axtraordinarily forceful
‘personality, a persistence, and her ‘convictions have characterized her
‘strange childhood, her miraculous discovery, her surprising following,
and her magnetic influences Considered the most remarkable woman of her
times or perhaps of any time, Mrs, Eddy had either %he nobility and
devotion or the egotistlcal determination to hurdle obstacles, overcome
criticism, and survive rebellions 4in order to obtain her victory, - His-
torians. who studied the woman end her work have sharply differed on the
nature of her mobtivation, but the obvious reality of fxer achievement
cannot be denied. - Though her discovery has ralsed controversy imd her
authority has verged on being tyramical, her claim: as founder and
leader of the Christian Science Church has become a safely-accepted
fact, Why she led her followers to a formation of such s:unique and
controversial organization has never been Batisfactorili resolved for
both critics and converts; how she accomplished her objectives has 1like-
wise remained somewhat in question; but what she planted as a seed, nur-
tured, and carefully attended to full bloom has not been denied,

For her N’inteuded role as the powerful, gulding figure in a highly
‘unusual’ religious sect, Mary Morse Baker was prepared and molded by her
childhood and early adult life. ‘Recalling ‘hér days of ‘prepéfatiop, Hrs.

Fddy dwelled on every juvenile fantasy. and unusual event, all of vhich



acquired an added éignificm'ce to her and her followers, With an ine
cre'asirig awareness of her place as- an agent of a.great revelation, she
reconstructed her origins and youthful growth in a dream world of please
ant surroundings, precocious learning, and miraculous messages and heal-
ings. “Alvays of & suggestive natare, hex téles becane the only reality
and truth, this she rejected any varience on her own 1ife story.l. "I. ..
briefly declare that nothing has occurred in my 1ife's experience which,
if corvectly narrated and understecd, could injure me."% - In addition,
Mra, Eddy stated that should the claims of her eritics be tre, all the
more power and praise was due to Christian Science, which'raised a
pathetic invalid to a position of esteem and 1eadership,3 ~With.this.
positive selectivity, her memory excluded welledocumented stories of
hysteria, quibblings, helplessness, and engry temer.h;
Although she admitted her condition of frailty and spinal dis.
order, Yary neverthélees carefully tuilt her image as a person sel apart.
Ancestry seemad to be the first step in her quest for recognition.
Though challenged, ‘she clung tenaciously to her claim of lineage from

1, Idwin Franden Dakin, Mrs. Fddy, The Biography of a Virginal
Hind (Wew York, 1930), 365.

2, Mery Baker Eddy, The First Church of Christian Sclentist and
Miscellany (Boston, 1913), 298.

3. Inid., 316,

L. Georgine Milmine, "Mary Baker G, Eddy: The Story of her Life
and the History of Christian Science, Six Years of Wanderw
ing," McClure's Macazine, XXVIII (April, 1907), 612,
Henceforth any article from this series will be cited by its
author, subtitle, and publication,




Seoﬁtish'nobility.s; As further evidence of her peculiar destiny, she .
certified that at the age of twelve, when applying for membership, she
debated questions. of doctrine with the elders in the Congregational:
Church. * While the récords stated her entrance into ‘the church at age’
seventeen, she never recognized her errér.é
Despite her testinony of unique understanding and advanced know-
ledge, Mary Baker produced no visible evidence of future promise, . From
the time of her first marriage to 1862, her activities consisted of the
ordlnary happenings, happiness, and hearﬁbmak;pf, any mortal life. The
bride of Ceorge Washington Glover in 1843 shortly became his widow, a
pathetically dependent creature who was cared for like a baby.’."—s After
this marriage left her only an existence of drudgery and sensitivity;
she became attracted %o current interest and apparently dabbled in mese
merism and spiritualism by acting as a medium anmd trying to cultivate
¢lairvoyant pc’nwr\en:'s‘.8 As with all unfavorable accounts; she either exe
plained away this accusation as being a misinterpretation of her umisual
powers or else flatly denied any connection with spiritualisn by saying,

"I believe in no i__._s_;g.“.g» : Likeuiseihervunforwnatemarriage -and divorce

S ,Mary)Baker. Eddy, Retrospection and Introspection (Boston,
1909), 1.

6. Dakin, Mrs. Eddy, 8.

7. Ibid,; 16-18,
8.. Ibid., 2L-25.

9. Eddy, Retrospection and introspection, 26,




"
to Naniel Patterson was surrounded by a conflict ef statements, " Helghe
‘borhood accounts of her as a neurotic and hystarical‘ wife vere refuted -
‘by the Christian Science founder and her biographers, who claimed that °
their final separation and diverce .ﬁeie through no fault of her owm, but
were caused by his unfaithfulness and his unaccepting,; materialistic -
attitude toward her revelatiuns.m
.. " oo-As the aura of divinity surrounded Mrs, Eddy in her period of
greatness, her words and her works were accepted by students wholly and'
without reaervapianwv Emotionally geared to strange phenomena, she told |
fantastic stories of her fir‘stoimiracuious healings,: Supposedlyi she
acquired the reputation of a neighborhood saint and miracle-worker, by
subduing a dangerous mad man and by healing & small child offblimineas.‘n
Each re}:ollectinn took.on a spiritual interpretation, elements of self-
‘glorification, ard added sigrificance as stepping stones to a destined
revelation. Even in the years before her dramatic discovery, she had
glready begun to consider the possibility of mental cansation and’ cure -
in ciiéease.; As she explained, "During twenty years prior to my discove
ery I had been trying to trace all physical effects.to a n-xent,al cmzse.“12
From her background in a highly religlous family ard by her own

gearches in the New Testament, Mary: found similarities in the apo&tolic

10, Mary E, Ramsay, Christian:Science and its Discoverer (Boston,

1935), L.
1l. S5ibyl Wilbur, The Life of Mary Baker Eddy (Boston, 1913),
‘ 72734 " '

12, Eddy, Retrospection and Introspection, 2L,




5
healing and her own sxperiences, - She was net ready. to receive the dive
ine revelation for which she had been so long prepared.n In the intere
lude between marriages and her discovery, the perennial invalid departed
from Dr, Vail's Eydropathic Ihsti‘bute to search for iﬁelp in Portland,
Maine, where a Dr, Phineas P, Quimby was established ag mental practie

| tioner, Later heated controve‘rsy' developed tetueen these two fipures,
and her visits raised questions of authorship and originality of the
concept of Christian Sciencre. k’hetmr by his powers or her own volitien,
Mary was significantly improved after her visits and publicly recognized
her cure, Yot health was not to be her nomal state of exlstence, for
after the death of Quimby in 1866, a serioﬁs £all on the ic}e rosulted in
unconsciousness and a shate of injury which aeaﬁed close to the point of

death.lh

Her own diagnosis of an extremely grave condition was not
verified by the attending doctor, who listed her symptoms only as a
state of rervousness and severe pein, As she recounts the story, she
amazed everyone, including herself, by a miraculous amd immediate recov-
ery.ls In a moment of truth with her Bible at hand, she recelved the
measage from God and aroge as an apparition from the sick 'mom.

in the year 1866 I discovered the Science of Hetaphysical Healw

ing, and named it Christian Science., Cod had been graclously
fitting me, during many years, for the reception of a final

13. wiltur, Life of Mary Baker Eddy, 72.

1, Eddy, Retrospection and Introspection, 2L,

15, Miimine, "The Quimby Controversy," McClure's Macazine,
YXVIII (March, 1907), 510,




reve:!.ati«ig of the absolute Principle of Scientific Minde
healing. ' ‘
Hlow possessed w:i.th a ;Sﬁnciple,‘ a struggle with her own confusions and
with the wori;i ‘had begun. "Hy discpve_ry « » » 88% my thoughts to work
in new channels, and led up to my demonstration of the proposition that
Hind is All, and natter is naught, as the 1eaciing 1actor i.n ﬁind-.
ci.ence."n After discovery, demonstration became imperative to the

furtherance and formlation of a powerful, but nebulous theorys

\16.”" Mary baker Fddy, Science and Health with Key to the Scrip-
tures (Boston, 1897), 1.

17, Ibid.s 3.



CHAPTER II
THE QUIMSY GONTROVEASY

Esgentizl to the doctrine and nature of the Christian Sclence '
faith, as it struggled for acceptance and prominence, was ‘the undisputed
nmessage afd position of Mary 'Iiaker-'Eddy aé its discoverer and founder,
To consider a possible precursor was to undermine iié basic foundation
and reason for existence.  Therefore, the claims made for Phineas Parke..
hrst Quirby by his descendants and followers presented the gravest. -
challenge to the leadership‘of.f*k's. Eddy and tﬁe*whnle nebture of her
church, Eafith-‘vigerms denlals and accumulated affidavits, the Christian
Scientists sought to discredit Quirby and to stabilige their own posiwe
tions In & echurch where the members were instructed against free dige.
cusgion and contradictory messsges; there could be no question of the -
verity of thelr lesader's word, . Yet the matter has remained in contro-
versy with well-founded evidence available to demonstrate the claims of
Quinmby as founder of metaphysical healing.

" Advocates of the. old practitioner declared that he discovered the
menves 1dea of disease, that he healed Mrs, Patterson under that method
and concept, and that he undertook to instruct her and pass on his theor-
ies and writings,. Acboxding to the Quimby manuscripts, all disease,
symptoms, and cures were products of the mind; man only needed the. proe
per faith to get we11.18 s a patient in Portland in 1862 and 186k and

18, Milmine, "Mrs, Eddy and Phineas Paritmrst Quinby," McClure's
Mapazine, ¥XVIII (February, 1907), 3LC-3l1,



8
ag a later admirer of the doctar, the Christien Spience‘claimant-public*
ly and privately conceded her‘debt-‘an:d' landed his praises, In.a letter.
to the Portland Courler on November 7, 1862, she wrote of Quimby's ideas
as "this truth which he opposes to the error.-ofkr giving intelligence to
matter it Avway from his presence, she wrote letters to her physicien
requesting ®absent treatment" in illness amd declared her moments of
streagth to be "by the help of tha Lord (Quimby)."2C If her debt was.
only for his kindnesses and temporary healing, as she later said i3 was,
hef gratitude would not have extended to the incorporation of his teach-
ing ard manuseripts into her own, With emotions running high at the
death of Quimby in February, 1866, the amateur poetess addressed a poem
entitled, "Lines on the Death of Dr. P, P, Quimby, ¥Who Healed with the
Truth that Christ Taught in Contradistirction to AL Isms,"*s Credits
»given to another so freely and profusely in the 1860's were later to be.
dogmatically claimed for herself,

- Yet Mrs, Patterson seemed to be not only a patient but a minor
prodigy of the locally famous practitioner, "Mrs, Eddy explicitly says
that the aystem she was then teaching had been practised 'by one indivie
dual wko healed me, Dr, Quimby of Portland, Me, 1022 :Contradictions to

19, Ibid., 318,

20, Milmine, "The Quimby Controversy," MeClure'!s Magazine,
IXVIII (March, 1907), 518.

21, Ibid,
22. Ibid., 51k,



9
statements like this one of 1B71 have never been satisfactorily justie . ..
fied except by the scapegoat of mesmeric influence, which she supposedly
was under when she gave recognition (\to Quimby, 23: Yot ‘only the slements
of Christian Science doctrine but also the terminology originated with.
the gentleman doctor, who called his discovery "Science of Health" and
sometines sven “Chrisbian::‘:icience.“zh o

- ...To answer any doubt about authorship, it would seem that. a look
at the manuscripts could resolve the question, Without copyright or
careml*qhéndling‘, the unpublished works were subject to alteration and-
appropriation, ' According to Mrs, Eddy, the unintellectual, incompetent
doctor asked her advice and requested her corrections, WwWith a comnande
ing tone, she wrote to-an early follower, Mlow dear_:,ona s 1 want you to
tell this man . « o that I used to take his scribblings and fix them . -
over for him-and give him my thoughts and language which as I understood
it, were far in advance of hia."zs ‘Refusing to grant such an affidavit,
Mrs, Sarah Crosby had copled lectures for Mrs, Patterson in 1877. - "These
lectures were in all material respects the same as I had myself been
taught by sald Dr, Quimby.“aé During her years of wandering before 1875,
¥rs, Patterson apparently spoke often of Quimby and used his writing to

23, Ibidi, 523,

2k, Hér.'étio"é!. Sréséer; “Christian Science and its Prophetess:
. The Facts in the Case," The Arena, XXI (May, 1899), 537-550.

25, Hilmine, #The Qﬁimby Controversy," McClure's Mapazine,
< . XXVIII- (March. 1907). 523.

26, Ibid,, 522,



10
teach her science, which was at that time devoid of religious connection,
Using a mammscript entitled, "Extracts from Doctor P. P Quimby's Virite
inga,." shé added her own prefacs, interlineations, snd oral instructionm,
«th‘ereby providing a basis for her claims as the true creator.‘?? Gradue
4a;lyl incorporating her additions inéoy-me body of tha,-i";eﬁct to produce
treatises under her owm name, she copyrighted & pamphlet in 1870 called,
PThe Science of Man by v;hich ‘the Sick are Hesled Embracing Guestions and
Answers in Moral Sclence Arranged for the Leam_er by Mrs, Mary Baker g
Glcver."as Eventually the image of Quinby became to the rising founder .
of Christien Sclence 8 haunting spectre of her fallibility and depen-
dence,

With each struggle fpr loyalty ard authority, tary increasingly
pushed Quimby into the background and repudiated her debt, Recognition .
would necessarily invalidate her claim of divine inspiration, therefore
independence was declared with expediency and without regard for correct
acknowledgement.>? In order to discredit a rebelllous student inm 1872, .
Mrs, Patterson abandoned any form of physical manipnlation and forbld -
her followers to continuevif;s ‘wse., In turn the old practitioner was

included in the condemmation of mesmerists and manipnlators. Likewlse

27, Milmine, YSix Years of Wandering,” HcClure's Magazine,
KXVIII (April, 1907), 623,

28, "Editorial Ammouncement," }cClure's Hagagine, XXVIII (Decem
ber, 1906), 112. gy e

29, liilmine, "The Quirb Controversy,* HeClure's Magazine,
 XAVIII (March, 1907), S2L.-



1
her own achievement as a writer provided her with."the ‘gelf-confidence to
avold any mention of Quimby ideas after the publication of Science and
Health in 187530 Without 2 qualn Wrs, Fddy contimed in the 1880's to
blatently contradich éaruerl?‘statmﬁts , such as the 1862 Portland”
Courler-article which haé '}'aedlaf‘ed his héalings wére not spiritualism or
animal magnetism, tut. the correct and scientifie tmth. Nevertheless,

as editor of the Christian Science Journal in 1887,* she asgerted that he
31
i

"treated us mognetically" in a mannér which was "hopelessly ‘incorrect.
Some ‘platean of compromise mst be available between these two absolutes,
yet without a full hearing from the Lddy point of view, any judgment ’
would lack historical impartiality.

Nespite her téstimonies and -proclamations of the 1860ts s the
strugeling founder later denied Quimby his place as a precursor in Chrige
tian Seience, Her acclamation of him as her healer and teacher was *
granted in a moment of temporary relief and undue gratitude, Failing ab
£irst to recognine the true source of cure to be her own falth and undere
standing, she declared in retrospection that 'her benefactor had "signally
failed in healing her case."32 ‘With no theory of mind versus matber, |
his writings on the subject of healirg consisted of descriptions of -

30, "Editorial Announcement,” ¥cClure's Magazine, XXVIII (Decem=
ber, 1906)) ulh

31. Josephine Curtis Woodbury, "Christian Science and its Fro=
grszﬁtess' The Book md the Woman," The Arena, XiI (Mey, 1899), |

. ]

32, Hary Baker G, Fddy, Hiscellaneous h’ritings, 18831896 (Bos=
ton, 1903), 378, . .




12
symptons "-‘andfdi‘senseﬁ} By tmmersing his havls in water, rubbing the
patient's head, and: 'bransmitting electriciﬁy, ‘he supnosedly effecteéd a
cure, ' Seemingly the doctor was legs advanced than his patient who ex= .
plained that her soientific theory of mind was actually the basis 6f

3k

his magnetic trecatments,”  As she reported in the Christian Yeience.

Joﬁmal of June, 1887, "My mistake is to endow ancther person with my
ideal 'and then to meke him think it his awn.‘?BS " Therefore her only debt
to Quinby was his instruction in the method of manipulation, which she
later rejected and outlawed, Mrs, Fddy dogmatically and cenvincinply
disclaifriedf the education, philosophy, and methods' of the: I’oriland ‘prace
titiaﬁe’r‘;"

‘Not a theorist or'a’ teacher, Quimby, rather than‘;instrucﬁing his
patient, was actually the receptive partner in an exchanga of .t’nought..
Bearching for an’idesl of metaphysical healing which she had hoped to
find in him, H4rs, Patterson requested a copy of his writings snd deslred
to be under his tutelage, Not gble to fnlfill this demand the old doce
tor had no understanding of his own met}‘od which made 1t impossible to -
accept -a papll or to give a concise, logical explanation for his cm’es.B é

In a letter to the Boston Post, March 7,:1883, Mrs. Eddy explained those

33, Ibid., 379,

34, Y¥ddy, The’ First Church of Christ Scientist and Miscellany,
306-307,

35, 'sfilbur, The Life of Hury Baker Lddy, 98-99.

/36, Alfred Farlows eds; Christian Science, Historical Facts
(Boston, 1902), 19.




| 13
unusual circumstances, . After asking for ris tdeas in writing; "we weuld
take: that.copy to correct, and so:trensform it that :he would say it vas
our compesition, which it .virf-uelly was.";? - In effect, the Quimby mamue
scripts did contein Christian Science theory, but it was their acclaimed
leader with her kmowledge end literary ebility who left him her wisdam
erd her words, .In e.more definite statement of her contribution in the
188k edition of Science and Health, she said, "I restored some patients

of his that he failed to heal, snd left in his possession some vméﬁua.
scripts of mine conteining corrections of:h’is\-'desultory. pennings.“sa ool
h’ith'greatef assuredness, the’lBBO‘s.»brmght twvevents which
seemed Yo present pogitive proof pf her rights a8 the discoverer., In e
court case: over 'cbpyrigh‘b in 1883, eshe won a decision which to her had
far-reaching effecis. Though thé case was specifically a matter of -
plagiarism by a student, Edward Arens, it supposedly’é settled for-all '
time the question of originality, With undue’vconfidence she claimed the
"false repord that I have appropriated other people's manuscripts in my

39

vorks, has been met and answered legally,"” . To more clearly verify her

cleims, she made an offer in the Boston Traveler on May 21; 1887, that.

ghe would pay to have Quinby's mamusoripts published to-settle the cone

ko

troversy, but she rmst be allowed to examine them first. - With this ..

37. Milmine, ®The Quinby Contmversy,“ HeClure's Ma.gazine,
XXVIIX {(March, 1907), 520,

38, Ivid,
3%9. Fddy, Miscellanecus Writings, 2L9,

L0, Farlow, ed., Christisn Science, Nistorieal Facts, 22,




ik

Sbipnlatjion‘on the offer, it was absurd to think %aﬁ his descerdants
would give her an opportunity to declars the worka stolen or perhaps
even to destroy thenm. . Yot this was the conclusive proof for her and all
Christian Sclentists of the invalidity of any such mamuscripts. With
this éssnrance, she coniinued to assert in later .yaars, "Yhat I have .
given to tha ’mrld on the subject of mebtaphysical healing or Christian
Sclence is the result of my own observation, experience, an& final dis-
covery, qulte ixﬁependent of all other authors except the Bible nld
Navertheless her indebtedness to Quimby in the discovery of metaphysical
principles was considerable and could not be completely mppreased.

-While she protested her originality, the descendants of the phy-

slcian corceded to her the actudl authorship of Science and Health but

reserved for their master the essence of its message, With its "incone

L2 the textbook of

gruous paragraphs and jumble of antagonistic idéaa "
Christian Scienc:e certainly belonged to her.- Yet dispelling the notion
of divine revelation, tie advocates of Quimby declared the theory and

truth of the science came from him, thlé the wording and the religious
interpretations cane from Mrs, Eddy. ", . o There can be no doubt that
she derived from him the basic ideas of her oun subsequent system of -

Christian Sclenco, although she gave to them a much stronger, subjective

ll. Mary Baker Eddy, “"Hessage for 1901," Christian Science Vere
sus Pantheism and other "essages %o the lbother Church (Bose
Yon, 1918), 2627, .

42, Woodbury, "Christian Science and its Prophetess: The Book
ard the Voman," The Arena, %I (May, 1899), 561,
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basis.®™ Unbusinesslike, unanbitious, and wholly lacking in long-range
vision, the humanitarian ‘prac‘tit'idnar made no effort to project his
ideas into an brgéﬁiééd religion. In c'onﬁrasp, i-ir:;. i Iddy was a driving,
enterprising organizer who was sble to attract a loyal following ard to
forn a rich and influential churcb.;hh ~3n splte of her failures, even
oritics have recognized her contributions in areas of religlous, liter-
ary, and ‘institutional founding, : -

.+ - Vihat exactly her book owes to Quimby remains, and will proe
bably continue to remain, a matter of doubt: mnor does it sig-
- nify mich, 4 o o Quinby would certsinly never have written .. .

Science and Healthsy and in the development of Christian Scienceh
. ‘that book, and that book only, has been of decisive importances 5 v

Though she undoubtedly derived certain concepts and terminology under
his instruction, her vitality, her inner strength, and ber peculiar
formilations were blended in a unique combinetion to produce tl;e church
and its faith.

L3+ Ernest Sutherland Eates, “Phineas Parkhurst Quimby," Dice
tionary of National Biography, XVI (New York, 1935), 305,

Lk, "The Drigin of 'Christian Science,'® Blackwood's Edinburgh
N Ma azine, CLXV (!‘583',1899), 81}5; :

LiSe :He A4 L. Fisher in Robert Peel, Christien Science (New Yerk,
1958), xiimxiii.




: CHAPTER IIX
A PERIOD OF WANDERING AND AN BARLY FOLLOWIIG

After her experiences with Quﬁnby and the dramatio event of her
revelation and miraculous cure, Mary Baker Glover Patterson. felt hersglf
torn from a secure enviroment of family and friends to meet new faces,:
to search her own goul, to securc the heérﬁng of students, and to formi~
late her vague. notionsg'{nto a powerful, provable doctrine., Without
knovledge of the path she was to take or.the people she was to encoune
ter, she met wlth her first ninor successes and her gravest ohéllenges :
during this period of wandering from 186k to ‘1870,:» In the tone of a
martyred saint, she spoke of her years of poverty and nonentity ag a =
denial of the worldly pleasures in exchange for a calling to the spiye =
itual life, which gmuld enable her to search the Scriptures for the
L6 Stating

her purpose, she "withdrew from soclety about thres years,--to ponder nmy

sciontific principle behind the miracle she had experienced,

nisslon, to search the Scriptures, to find the Science of wind, " 1o
fulfill her destiny and to find the rest and quiet needed for complete
dedication to her work,; she .turned hgr back on homely camforts and took
her roon ard board among strangers. -

- . Mors reallstic, down-to-ea:th explanations for her wandering wore

L6, Hary Baker Fddy, Christian Healing and Other liritings (Bos-
ton, 19113)) 35.

L7. Fddy, Retiospection and Intrespection, 2l




| 17
‘her ‘outbreaks of tempé, her nonconformity, amd her inability to settle
| down to an independent means of support, ' As a misfit in her present
society, Mary clashed with her sister Mrs, Tilton and was' forced to move
from one boarding house to mother‘-w' Although she often failed to pay
the rent amd was frequently at odds with members of the household, her
authorized blographers absolved ker of any of the blame, declaring that
she "never was herself the cause of one separation from all those who @
went out of her Ii.fe."l‘g Contrary to stories of her evicilons, she was
said to have been a welcome guest, who was helpful, happy; and humble, -
A lovely, uncomplaining person, she was never ille-tempered, condescen-
‘ding, or spiteful. Only when the cures which she performed and the.
truths which she proclaimed were beyond the comprehension of the ordine -
ary souls with whom she resided did tl';ey‘ behave ag evil 'mrtials; and turn
her away from their homes.
Coh U Thus Mrs, Patterson, who had by this time resumed the name Mrs, .
Glover, assumed a persecuted alr and eqﬁated hergelf with the rejections
of Christ's discipla.sq “With regularity her btudding scholars in the
science rejected her and her theory, Thcﬁgh several of her friends,
such as Miss Sarah Bagley and Mrs, Sally Wentworth, learned the tech-
nique of mind~healing, they would not give up their tendencies toward
spiritualism or manipulation o follow Mrs, Glover on the road to physi-

‘18, Dekin, Mrs, Eddy, 57.
L9, Wilbur, Life of Mary Baker Eddy, 171,

50, fhamsay, Christiasn Science and its Discoverer, 51=53.
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cal andmoral :'e;fqrm.sl - Commenting on this period of boarding, a.famous
pupil Richard Kennedy ,said, nof ;ccA)urse ‘simple-minded people who take
1life as 1t comes from day to day find anyone with so fixed an object in
life a rebuke to the flow of their animal ,spirits."Sz—:With Jealousy and
a total lack of understanding, her lendlords and fellow boarders were
quick to misuse her knowledge or to misinterpret her intentions.  Yet it
is possible that those _f’si.mple—minded people" comprehended the true Hrs.
Glover as she struggled to i‘ind herself amid a confusion of spiritualise
tic and mesmeric leanings. - A mystic at heart, she reportedly was intere
ested in the Shakers for their concept of a bisexual God and in the
Spiritualists for their clairvoyance. Though she admittedly held seances
for at least one. Q;'iénd,_ Mre. Sarah Croskey, she rationalized ha’r‘actions
38 a hc;a_x. or,’,devic_e used to give her subject useful. advice.s_B, - To explore
the powers of the humen mind, she did study spiritualiem, hypnotism, -
electrical megnetism, and homeopathy, but she found only. the Mind of Cod

Sk

was able to control the mabeﬁai:'vuorld‘. - Despite her close contacts

~with a number of isms, she positively asserted that:she was "not a -
spiritualist, a pentheist, or px'aa.ym'less.'?S 5 - Uncertainty of others -

about the beliefs of Mrs, Glover would seem to demonstrate that her

51, Wilbur, Life of Mary Baker Eddy, 161183,
52, Ibid,, 185-186,

53, Ibids, 11h~115,
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thoughts hed not yet formulated into 4 positi&?e,"tfansmittable’ theorys -
With continued dedication, esger ‘searching, and an experimental mind,
she roved toward seli‘naésurance ‘and a definite » demonstrative science.
| In spite of the distractions bffhcr-exteriozj environs s the mind.
and heart of Mrs. Glover were busily engrossed in her theory. With
super-human determination, -she overcame all surroundings to reach an
understanding of scientific healing end to produce indisputable 1::rcmv£’.€;6
With only her faith and her Bible asher aid, she relnterpreted 211 that
she read in the 1ight of her own rgvelation.ﬂ < Even ordinary ‘names amd
terms acquired additional meaning and substitute phraseology, such as,
%God I called irmortsl ¥ind,  That which sins, suffers, and diles, I

named mortal _n_q;n_‘d_."ss‘ Values also took on & nev perspective, for the
material, physical gains became nothing, and the spiritual matiers were
of all importances ' Anything material was not spiritual, therefore it
was nob God's creation and could not be real, for “the only realities

are the divine ¥ind and Idea."sg

To become .a vital, living force, a

philosophical concept needs continuous demonstration and the attraction.
of -sone practical éenefit'to mankind, To avoid oblivion, Mrs., (lover .-.
caught the opportunity of the moment whon eager ears were listening and -

began to teach, -Before she had worked out all aspects of her principles,

560 Eddyg Sclence and Heal'hh, 3.
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she sought to test the durabilitvy of her-conclusidns-and the receptives’
‘ness of her asudience,

Within a year after the transfoming revelation of 1866, she had
acquired a somewhat limited, but wiliing, student, ' Though uncertain of:
her own knowledge, Mrs, Glover ﬁegan"tb interpret the Scriptures for her
new pupil, Hiram 5. Crafts, - Fellow boarders with Hr. and Mrs. George D.
‘Clark of Lynn, Massschusetts, Crafts and his teacher proved that the
‘theory could be taught and urkierstood‘.é-o» Still in the process of writing

her textbook, Science and Health, she was led by divine revelation to '

teach several people who were anxzious to practise her healing methods, -
Against her own desires, but in accord with her calling, she left Lynn: -
to reside with the Crafts for their instruction. ‘ Yet the eagerncss of &
few was not indicative of the reception of the whole cmmuni‘cy.él Among-
a shoe manufacturing popxua‘ts.on, Hrs, Glover felt her intellectual and
spiritual at'bainmenb far superior to that of her nelghbora or pupils, -
With essursnce o£ her powers she later asserted, "I waited for many"
years for a student to reach the ability to teachj it included more than
‘they nn'ders‘bood."éa ‘Whether that was a valid observation or mere ration=
alisation, Mrs, Glover obviously had not ‘attained any marked satisfaction
'in her early days of wandering,

After her beginning in oral instructions and healing demonstrae

60, Wilbur, Life of Mary Baker Fddy, 16lL-166.
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tions, Mary Glover perceived that she must gather around her a loyal and
dependable following, who could assist her in formulation and propaga-
tion of the faith,. Though.the existence of such & group was a. neceasity
to her for recognition and the furtherance of Christian Science, yel she .
could in turn offer :her__:mccessmi students a minor following of their

own and a healthy income from their pahien’c.s.éa

~Those who éought after
her knowledge and remained under her tutelage helped themselvea and the
cause as they established healing practices in the various towms, Since
the teacher herself kept away from a pxjactice, she had no opportunity to
pub;.tifcvyly test her theories on actual patienta,‘-and likewise she was pro=
tectad from failures which would have stifled her budding career, : There-
fore, she was shiclded from blame for her students' weaknesses by de~ -
claring that they had failed %o complete the course of study or had &ban-
doned the specific instructions. Yet when glory and ecknowledgement - -
cane to one of these pupils, the entire eredit weni to Christlan Science
and its fpt;nder.é"f.: . Thus despite numerous rejections, moments of poverty,
and tumillations, she slowly tuilt a following of studenis who were
at.t.ragtec;tl;y_ her persistence and her commanding personaiity and were
uillingly_kdepend'e;nt on her for thelr emotional and spiritval existence, -
Tet distortions and misrepresentations were prevalent particularly in
these early years, and 1t became evident that a text was crucial to the

63. David Starr Jordan, "The Fducatlon of a Neminist," Popular
Science Monthly, LVI (Decerber, 1899), 18L-185,

€li, Voodbury, "Christian Science and its Prophetess: The Book
" and the Woman," Ths Arena, XXI (Hay, 1899), 570,
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unity and purity of the faithiés S

‘With the assistance and. devotad attendsmce of ‘a few students, -
Mrs. Glover was able to return to Lynn in 1870 to establish a school ard
40 publish a small pamphlet entitled “The Science of Man," From her cone
~ centrated study of the past three years, she had accurmulated notes and
made observations which she presented to her following in this minor .
treatise,  Only passed among friends and not published for general cir-
culation, this work became & chapter in the 1675 edition of Science and
Health under the title “ﬁeoapitulatd.on.”éé - Knowing that the world was
not yet prepared for her revolutionary ideas, she gave her manuscripts
to those who would understand, for she reallzed that the "basis it laid
down . « » w88 50 hopélessly original . ., + that 1 did mot venture upon
its publication until later, having learned that the merits of Christian
Beience mist be proven before a work om this subject could be profitably

67 Proof of her principles was still in the making, and

published,®
there was a considerable amount of struggle and hard work to complebs ¢
before she felt safely supported enough to allow the publication of her
masterpiece,

' Her return to Lynn in 1870 was a significant lardmark on the road

to recognition., Declaring herself a teacher of metaphysical healing,

65. Irving C. Tomlinson, Twelve Years with Mary Baker Fddy (Bos=
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she had abandoned any ties to Quimby, Spiritualism, or orthodoxy. ' Now
‘independent from a.backgruind of 1llness and -failureé, she had the oppor-
tunity for achievement or oblivion, i”mbably the ;ﬁ'orceful', 'detemined
personality of the woman would not have allowed medio;:rity or sinple tolw
erance of her theory; she was driving toward recognition ard would not
be satisfied until all power and glory vexre hers. Yet this was a dream
‘of the future in 1670, for her small quarters in Miss Busie Hagown's
boarding house, her financial difficulties, and her snall.classes were
a far cry fyom the wealth and position she was to enjoy in later 13fe.o
Although the deal she made with a student, = &ichaxd Kennedy, for him to -
heal patients and serd them as students to her c¢lassos enabled her to
exist and continue her work on her book, her marked ingratitude %o him
and similar tenefactors was indicative of her self-image as a privileged
person with a great destiny, . Feeling that God would supply .her needs,

6? In contrast

Nrs, Glover viewed poverty as a creabion of mortal mind,
_ to the gratitude she should have shown to Kennedy for providing ruch of
their livelinhood, she criticized his easy-going perssnality and accused
hinm of being too materialiat.lc.m Fecling herself superior to her stue
dents, she was never satisfied with thelr efforts and fell that thelr
closed mind and selfishness would leadito false ngliei'.: o

Lttracted by the perfarmances of her healers; residents of Lynn

68, ‘Wilbur; Life of Hary Baker Iddy, 193-196.
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and other small towns sought to acquire the techni’ciﬁed of metaphysical ~
healing and ‘errolled in her classes, - Thus her meager following grew sand
the movement was able to sustain a’rﬁ; perpetuate 1tself, Though Mrs,
Glover's stated purpose for her work of propagation wes "to relieve the -
sufferings of humenity by a sanitary system that should include all
moral ard veligious refcm,“n her noble ainm was enhinced by & monetary
reward. As her classes swelled in numbers of pupils, she was able to -
increase her fee from one hundred dollars for twelve lessons to three
hundred dollars for the same amount of instmction.?a While this exCese=
sive amount seemed outrageous'in 2 commnity of shoe makers, the teacher
thought she was followirg divine instruction. "This amount greatly
~ troubled me. 1 shrank from asking it, but was finally led, by a_strénge

73 With exception her students repor=

providence, to accept this fee,
tedly pald the price gratefully, for the gifts of heslth, peace of mind,
and knouledge to instruct others were a large compensation, In oxder to
mainbtain herself and her work, Mrs. Glover swallowed the criticism of
outsiders and accepted the tuition fee as a hecessi’cy-? '

| While a number of patients and pupils were receptive to her ine
struction, many shrank from her theories and from the absolute loyaliy -

she required of them. As soon as some of the followers established

1. Eddy, Retrospection and Introspection, 30.

72.' Da.kia,‘?gsc E‘d [} 85.
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‘their own work independent of her watchful care, r'iﬁ'alxy ‘and dissolution
challenged her effectiveness, ' From the accounts of Wallace W, Wright,
who took her cldsses tut soon queation;d the validity of her message,
one 15 able to discern why a number. of her loyal students revolied from
‘the ‘eircle of discipleship. Vright, the';firate: to openly and «sex'}.oua};;‘r":
c¢hallenge: her science, found his instruction resembled mesmerism. . 4t -
‘first convinced by Mrg, CGlover's dogmatic persuasiveness and her force-
‘ful presentation which ruled oub debate and independent thaught, he was.
later unable to accept Christian Scionce without 'some doubts.?> . Ag ho
stated in the Lynn Transcript én Jamary 13, 1872, %1 commenced to think .
more indeperdently, ‘and to argue with myself as to the truth of the
positions we were called upon to take, The result of this course was to

76-‘ - Following

convince me that I had studied the science of mesmerism,®
‘this declaration, a debate transpired between the teacher and her dis-
senting pupil, after which he declared her science was powerless and -
‘without ‘man:{;ig. Despite this controversy, she was gble to continue her
work and to overceme freguent harassment, misunderstanding, and opposi~
t'ion.n Yet to Mrs, Glover the most dangerous threat to the 1ife of her
‘sclence was soon to unfold in her overwhelming fear of malicious animal.
nmagnetisnm,

Animal magnetism, 2 "specitic term for error, or mortal mind,'??e
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‘their mental powers, malpractitioners could actuslly cause serious harm
and even death.gl,; Although the accuser claimed: that Mrs, Glover had .
‘taught him manipulationy she‘danied the accusatign an_d declared that he
had a "secmiﬁpassion s e o bo pmduce a state of mind destructive to
health, happiness, or morals."82 :Whi.le her biographers proclaimed it a
ftyelleknown fact that Mrs, Glover hed never'mnipulated a patient,“.83 .
a aﬁudent{ ‘of the 1870's reported that "she taught rubbing, putting hand
'in water and upon the stomach.“alf Probably 'she had demonstrated manie
pulation either as part of the treatment or a device to win the confi-
dence of her pafient. . Nevertheless her controversy against Kennedy
"caused her to abandon manipulation and forbid its use in the spring of
1872.85

~'Ag the concept of this evil obsessed and distorted all her thinke
ing and persondl coﬁt.ac‘os, she concocted fantastic stories aboul the
erires of .those practicing maliciouns animal magnetism. All misfortunes
and illnesses of Christian Scientist as well as more serdous offenses

were lald at the feet of the malevolen‘bs.eé Plagued for the rest of her
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1ife with animal magnetism, she termed each successive rebal a mesmerist
who was maliciously concentrating to do her harm. Although she had dew -
clared manipulation the evi:dence of magnetienm, she adjusted her state= .
nent to include enenies who didn*t practice that method of treatment,
With her 1ife so absorbed in this mania of fear, her ridiculous actions
to counteract the enemy revealed her state of nanic. When her students.
were expelled from the Qrg,aniaatian, she began the praot:\.ce of night
watches for her protection, Students would be gathered up at any hour
of the night to think against some unknown zssailant who was attacking.
their teacher.87 ¥hile preéching a doctiine of the non-existenée of
evil, she was at the same tire concentrating on malicious animal mage
netisn and allouwing its threat to govern her 1ife.88 4s she cautioned
her partisana, “Christian Scientists cannot watch too assiduously; or
bar théir doors teo closely, or pray to God too fervently, for deliverw
ance from the claims of evi;'.."89 For the protection of her followers,
ghe insisted that each student must be tzught the evils of mental male
practice and the necessity of guarding against it, Therefore, sie ree
luctantly included a chapter on "Demonology” in her 1881 edition of
Selence and Heal‘ch.go As aninal magnetism, falase belief, and other

87, Ibid., 3l1-3k2,
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misinterpretations plagued her work and influence, it became imperative
that her Christian Science doctrines be clearly defined in a culminating
treatise. Thus after nine yvearé” of se#rcﬂ, _éénﬁonéifation, and concene
trated literary endeavor, the basis for bellef was produced in the pube
licatlon of Science and Health,




.CHAPTER IV

A CULMINATION IN PUBLICATION

Prior to the presentation of her treatise Science and Health in

1873, all her actions and energies had been spent in preparation for
this event, Having been assured of her unique destiny since early child-
hood, she adjusted every cccurrsnce, opportunity, or twist of fate to
£it into the life pattern of a great religious founder, In progressive
steps leading to her proclamation of belief,.she had first discovered -
her mysterious healing and spiritual powers, had experimented with medie
cal ard mental treatments, and finally in 1866 had received a divine
TYevelation. Seeking a solution to her inconclusive inspiration, she
required a nine-year period of searching the Scriptures, testing her -
hypothesis and demonstrating her creative powers, Fxplaining her dileme
ma, she said, "I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mindeaction to be
God « + o but I mst know its Science, and I won my way to absolute cone
clusions, through divine revelation, reason, and demonstrabion.“gl
While attempting to instill her knowledge and her faith in a small cire
cle of followéra in the early 1870's, she formulated and systematized
her impressions into a philosophy. Yet Christian Sclence could hot be
dissenminated by oral instruction md remain unadulterated and undiluted,

Recognizing the time and location limitations on personal influence, she

91, Fddy, Science and Health, 3.
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aid, BMy published words are teachers and healers.“9 - To protect the .
purity and unity of the faith and to. agsure absolute suthorily beyond -
the impermanent human life, her disciples and practitioners must have the
written word.
‘Felloving the esaantiad':étcps in the growth of a'religion, "first
the need, then the lesder, and then the doctrine,"%3 Mary Baker Bddy .
laid the foundation for her particﬁlar, church, During the period before
1875, .she occupied herself with,“becoming the personal leader of a small
but. extrenely zeslous band,- As their reverence for her increased, -their,
lives centered around *mz', and tﬁeir; dependence. on her involved every - -
aspect of their existence, While her disciples virtually lost contact
with reality, their ‘teacher remained conscious of what was required for.

the, propagation of the. faibh.?l.‘

For years she had been working on a -
text. for her science, yet the work was continuslly interrupted by her |
duties gs a healer, advisor, professor, and preacher, OSubject to these.:
demands plus: rejection, law suits, and rebellions, she stmggled to ace
complish her -intended: taskﬁs
Bince 1867, ‘shehad been composing works for private circulation -

as 2 preliminary exercise for her final systematic work. Reacting to
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the eriticism of.hex" uberm;y s;yle in her early maizusci'ipis, she admite
ted that these "compositions were crude” and her “;}’ot‘tings'w-rére‘“dﬁiy the
infantile lispings of Truth. w96 "«COnt’inﬁally ‘!‘igﬁtlﬂg" against other de-
mands on her time, she "revised peinstakingly in the midst of the multi-’
tudinous duti.ea‘of"n»leader.'*” ﬁ’ven with these considerations; there
wag gevers oriticism of her incoherent and con‘c.radicjﬁdry passages which
her supporters defended as her struggle with material expressions to
reveal intangible and sp‘iruualideais;% Though the public 'acccp%;éd
her literary endeavors, ter opposition recognized the misuse of grammar,
the uneducated organization, the forced vocabulery, and the super-sweet

optimism @8 the author's appeal to her public, ' Falling far short of a

masterpiece, Science and Health was to sll readers tutb "loyal Scientists
a rambling, disjointed work, which was only improved in form with ‘the
help of an editoz‘.” ‘Regardless of her immature and unorganized style,
. the publication of her work made a vast impact on’the overall conception
of Mind-Science.

© “'Though the doctrine proclaimed in Science and Health was to be a

deciding factor in the growth of the Church, its reception by the public
was mot an indieation of its future, At its appearance on the market,
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critics recognized its originality but judged that it would never be .
‘read, - In its first edition it sppeared that their prediction would prove
correct, &s only a small percentage of the onethousand copies were:.
bouglrb.mp Agide from the peculiarity of the wprk, there were other cir-
cumstances surrounding its publication which created an unfavorable re-
sponse, . Without proper editing and printing, the book was. 'J.’illed with
errars, nisspelllngs, and inconsist-encies. Poorly bound and pn.n‘oed,

101

the work cantai.md material gathered under random chapter titles. By

her own account, the title of the book itself, Science and Health was
derived'fmxﬁ divine inspira?ioﬁ in the r;iddle of the nigh.t.‘.' Some t.ime
later a friend showed’vher' Aa coﬁay of chliff's trénsiétion‘ o:f th; New o
Testanent in which the identical tern had been used,'’? IA; tﬁém a;e
ot‘ner possi’ole sources i‘mm whlch t.he phrase could have been taken, it
was undoubtedly the pmduct of seveml sources, , _
'w'hen ’ohis work of questionable worth and unauspicious apj:earances
was received with disdain ’oy the general reading public ’ i’cs sponsors,
tm s’mdents of the author, sew their investment unappreciated and not
repaid by her. Although Mrs. Glover temed their invesment of ',1000 a
contribution, George Barry and Elizabeth Newhall intended to receive a

nartion af the mvalt:.es which she was forced to grant 105 While ahe
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claimed that she used her private income in the founding of her clurch
and the publication of her book, on the contrary she received income from
the labors of her healers and thus provided for the spread of her work.
With a characteristic persecution complex, she defended her noble actions
in the printing of her text,

Healing all manner of diseases without charge, keeping a free
institute, rooming and boarding indipent students that I taught
'without money and without price,' I struggled on through meny
years; and while dependent on the income from the sale of Science

and Health, my gﬁblisher paid me not one dollar of royalty of 1%
Tirst edition,t

De‘bemined to use the book as &n instmmenﬁ of her material and spiritual
_ success, she pushed her students to purchase amd advertise her f,eit.
Though her concern for humanity was the supposed purpose for publiéétién,
her shrewd business transactions and advertising cmpaign revéaied her
strange attraction to <comercializat.ion and profit,

Most profitsble of all her business dealings was the monopoly she
possessed and the mthéﬁty she commanded over the purchase of her booke
No adherent tb Christian Science could read its principles from any
other text; in fact, énany peopie reportedly were instructed or healéd
simply by delving into its truths. Reallzing the impact and power she
could possess througﬁ hexy'bwfitten word, she required‘each student to own

a copy of Science and Health in its latest edition.los Since all dogma

‘stermed directly from the text and from other official publications,

10!;. Eddy, VHessage of 1902," Christian Healiny and Other Wr" t-
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there gould be no controversy over doctrine and purity. With a securse.
covering of truth and righteousness protecting her _words, the 1liogica1,
1ll-defined, and incorrect statemenis were accepted by falthful follow=- .
exs without question or confusion,. 4 partial explanation for their in-
disrutable adherence to her book was her personal influence over her
irmediate disciples, and in later yeai-s the legendary charactef of .

Mother Eddy carried the weight of absolute right.wé-

A profession of .
faith in the infallible person behind the doctrine was the deciding

factor in the acceptance of Science and Health,

‘ To those who believed, her golden sayings and words of irmpira-v
tion and wisdom were logicaigzmeaningml; and absolute Truth, ,Likewise,»-
’phesa who denled her fai.th:z;ationally recognized the inconsistencies -and
improbabilitiesg, Though the work was acclaimed as an i.n’oe:"pretation of
Scripture, most of its content, such as the descriptions of disease, .
symptoms, and sanitations, were entirely uneBiblical, While Christ ree
quired no psyment for cures, recognized the reality of the body, and put
faith above understan;iiz,g, Mrs, Eddy took opposife views on all these:
issues, which:she declared essential to the nature of "Christian®.
SOienc‘e.m?' Amittedly there were inmpressive lists of recoveries cred-
ited to the science, but the powers of positive thinkipg, mental causa-

tions, faith, and natural cures must be considered in such accounts.
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Ye#.thg,claim to. absolute truth made no allowance for mistakes, limita-
tions, or failures,’® Despite the criticisms and contradictions, the
denial of -sensation and matter proved to be: the basis .for popular appeal,
Though it was a highly unsatistactory principle of philosophy, . its de- -
celving optimism in declaring the honexistence,of sin, disease, and
death was accepted by believersa a&s the central theme for their lives.1°9
With undylng faith, her loyal disciples served her as a berevolent humane
spirituel lesder, vhose doctrine was viewed as logical and sufficient to
the needs of man,-

.. To become aware of these specific needs would be to properly
assess the mexits of the Christian Science falth, In a society of matere
ialism, rationalism, anrd morbid religious fears, a -promise of optimlsm,
idealism, and freedon from evil was an attractive philosophy, Both men
of wesgknes and strength shared a common ionging for health, wealth, and
happinesas, ~Yet"pramiees;must'have,fulfillmant before they can becoms a
dynamic religion; thus the practice of miraculous healing was essential
to the founding and contimetion of the faith.llo. With the perception:
of :a potential leader who was driven to success, iary Baker Eddy became
gradually conscious of the necessary ingredients of' a living, powerful

religious doctrine, From the growth of Spiritualism and the Transcen-

109, - PConcerning Christian Science,” The Outlook, LXVIII (July 6,
1501), 525-527.

110, ®, Wade Cook, "The Truth about Christian Science," Conteme
- porary Review, LXXXIV (October, 1903), 512-513, R
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dental movements, she observed a popular interest in mind over mabter
and in a new relation of man to Cod or Spirit., From the early hine- :
teenth century men were concerned with their status in the world, as
growing insignificance brought growing insecurity, by her doctiine, she
could offer men and women a place of divinity next to God, By rejecting
a1l matter, evil, and disease as 111lusions, man no longer had to contend
with the problems wh:.ch plagued all mortals, ioreover, the significant
considemt.ion was t’hmb men- iollowea !‘imd-acience with cormitment and gen-
erositys. 7To secure such devoled adherence, ‘a magpetic personality amd
persuasive determination were necessary.

With the help of the healing attraction, she was able to gather
disciples in close attendance about her, to win their loyally, and even
to attain their reverence. In each period of her 1life she prepared for
this leaderships Though such a development was not intentional, her
emotional, complex personality precluded the possibility of impersonal
actions and insignificant events, As & person with a divine calling,
she concluded that any notion of her imagination was an inspiration that
mist be followed, While such a pretence would seem obviously deceptive
to a non-ﬁeliever, to Mrs, ¥ddy and her followers her revelalions vere
aiways héaizenly. Therefore her own temperamental qualities governed -
the discovery, writing, and founding of Christian Science, To meet an
imediate need or to accomplish a specific purpose, the faith's doctrine
was adjusted for the moment, thus it has been termed an "autoblography
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111 Regardlgss of one's belief concerning the vélidity

in cryptogram,
of her discovery, the significance of her healing powers, or the worth
of her written word, her personality and the dynamic church which che

founded were to reach beyond her dreams in their extensiveness, pover,

and influence.

111. Hilmine, “The Revivel of Witcheraft," McClure's Magazine,
CXXIX (July, 1907), 836. - - -.
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