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I don't know How to write poems like these

but I p]a}'ed under a willow tree as a child.

I made crowns and bracelets from the buughs

and sold them for nickels,

until one ]u]‘r' it was struck b}# li ghtning and taken down.
[ love the smell of old books, like someone else’s memory,
and my Cincinnati grandmother had a water pump—

a white one—that never worked.

When I contemplate the feeling of Sunday

I think of the Bible

I was given at church in the third grac].e.

driﬂking Coke with lunch, and the background noise

of gﬂ]f on television while I decide how to spencl

an empty afternoon. Once, ma}fbe on a Sum:la}f.

I entered a museum room marked "Warning” and saw
many Fv‘i'TI.]t. unborn babies, Freserved and still.

In second gra.de, my teacher had a ]jab}!.

Our substitute for six weeks was from a town b}r Mt. St. Helens,
so she showed us a tape and told a story

about a man who died in the ash—

the c:m.]y man who didn't believe it would erupt,

the -:-nl':,,: man who s‘fa}:e& on the mountain,

who refused all p]eas to leave

because he would have rather perished than desert his home.

[ Latcy Hester]
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