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"ror if a man has not discovered
something that he will die for,
he isn't fit to live....Man dies
when he refuses to take a stand
for that which 1s right. A man.
dies when he refuses to take a
stand for that which is true, So
we are going to stand up right
here.,.letting the world know we
are determined to be freel



From events in 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama, a citadel of Southern
segregation practices and American rascist attitudes, the Negro Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr. was to be pivoted to a pedestal of national proﬁ&nenca
and of internaticnal fame. By 1958 King had become the symbol of the new
black revolt locally, nationally, and internationally. Blacks had finally
found a black leader to articulate their needs and demsnds to white America
and for themselves, King's charismatic personality and powerful oratory drew
both whites and blacks to him and to his cause, To some degree he unified
the civil rights movement in the United States from 1957 to 1968. His power
fluctuated within this period, and at times his sirength lay only in his
symbolic presence. King rose to the forefront of Negro leadership at a time
when the black protest in America was changing to black revolutlon, and this
new revolution needed a 1eade£. Black America needed first, a symbol of the
nex flavor of the movement; second, a black leader who could vocalize the
aspiratlons of all blacks, not just middle~class or intellectual blacks, and
instill pride in them; third, one who could bring respectability and white
é“Pport to the cause, and finally, a man who could unitgxgﬁe‘varied voices
and activities of black leadership, Black leaders in Ameriéa.had dways had
a dual role to play; one for white America, and one for black America. uhite

America saw the black leader as one to keep blacks content as second-class




citizens; black America saw the black leader as one to deétroy the barriers
oreventing blacks from fully participating in American life as first-class
citizens, Martin Luther King rejected white America‘’s traditional role for
him, and he told white and black Americans the same story-

.He know through painful experience that freedom
is never voluntarily given by the oppressory it
must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly, L
have never yet engaged in a direct action move=-
ment that was 'well-timed', according to the
timetable of those who have not suffered unduly
from the disease of segregation, For years now

I have heard the word 'Waitt' It rings in the
ear of every Negro with a piercing famillerity.
This 'wait' has almost always meant ‘never', It
has been a tranquilizing thalidomide, relieving
the emotlonal stress for a moment, only to give
birth to an ill-formed infant of frustiration,

He must come to see with the distinguished jurist
of yesterday that *justice too long delayed is
justice denied,' «e have walted for more than
three hundred and forty years for our constitu-
tional and God-given rights., The natlons of
Asia and Africa are roving with jet-like speed
toward the goal of political independence, and

we still creep at horze and buggy pace toward the
gaining of a cup of coffee at a lunch countereass
There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs
over, and men are no longer willing to be plunged
into an abyss of injustice where thgy experience
the bleakness of corroding despair,

King fervently and religlously believed in the ideals of truth, justice
freedom, and equality for all men, He further had faith that these goals
could be realized in the United States, He recognized the discrepancy between
what America stood for and what she practiced; he wanted to close:the'gap
between the ideal of racial equality and the reality of racial discrimination
gnd segregation, He appealed to the morality and Christian goodness of kbite
Americar by siressing that conditions could change and would change, because
the white man was basically a good man who loved his fellow man, King appealed
to the consclence of white America and what they knew should be righted.
In this way, King gained the support of many whites who the Muslims and radicals

allenated by preaching ithe evilness of white society and race hate, At first



| King emphasized the evil in certain praciices of the sysiem, then finally,
the evil in the essence of the system, Never did King preach that the white
man himself was evil. According to King, whites and blacks both could be
~ redeemed through the act of changing the systiem.
I have a dream that one day this nation will.
~rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creeds 'Ne hold these truths to be self-esvident,
that all men are crested equal.ess’
I have a dream that one day on the red hills
of Georglan the sons of former slaves and
-the sons of former slavehclders will be able
to sit down together at the table of brother-
hood,
I'have a dream that one day even the state of
Mississippl, a state suweltering with the people’s
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression,
will be transformed into an ozsls of freedom and
Justice,
I have a dream that my four 1little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
Judged by the color of their skin, but by the
content of their character,
This is our hope. This 1s the faith that I go
back to the Sourth with, Wiih this faith we.
will be able to hew out 8f the mountain of
despalr a stone of hope.

Nonviolent direct action techniques were his tools of change. The
theory of nonviolence had underlain the preaching of Negro leadership from
the beginning either as the practical necessity of an oppresszed minorit&wor
as a moral or philosophical faith, As early as the 1940's the veteran
civil rights leader Asa Philip Randolph, President of the Brotherhod of
Sleeping Car Porters, pressed for better working conditions for blacks in
organized labor. Randolph advocated mass civil disobedience in the form of
boycotts and marches, and sponsored some successful mass meeting in 1942

until vicious riots in 1943 postponed such action, Randolph had even been

called the American Gandhi., He influenced James Farmer, Bayard Rustin,



E.,D, Nixon, and others who would lzter work with Martin Luther King. In
1942 a pacifistic theory of nonviolence had teen institutlionalized with the
formation of theﬁciVil rights organization called the Congress of Raclal
Equaliﬁy‘(CORE). However, the theory and practices had lain dormant for the
most part until King clearly and passionately articulated a cohesive theory
of nonviolence along with actions of direct confrontation with ¢he individuals
and communities who perpetrat=d the conditions of racial and discrimlnation
and segregation., King effected two changes in the methed of black protestis
He advocaied the Gandhian theory of nonviolence to support his techniques of
direct action applied en masse against the unfair conditions existing in socidy,
King was personally devoted %o nonviolence as Gandhi was, not only as a practical
m=ans to break down racial barriers, but as an end in itself, As early as
1960 differences znd dissension would arise within the civil rights movement
. and against King due to his idealistic stand on nonviolence, Those who op-
posed this idealism viewed nonviolence as a practical tool as long as it re=-
" mained useful, that is, successful,
King did not advocate collective disobedience, rather he proposed disoe-

bedience to unjust laws and cbedience to just lawss

One may well ask, ‘How can you advocate treaking

some laws and obeying others?' The answer is

found in the fact that there are two types of

laws: There are just laws and there are unjust

laws, I would be the first to advocate obdeying

Just laws, Conversely, one has a moral responsi-

bility to disobey unjust laws, I would agree with

Saint Augustine that *An unjust law is no law at all,'

Row what is the difference between the two? How

does one determine when z law is just or un ust?

A just Jaw is a man-made code that squares with

the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law is

a code that is out of harmony with the moral law...

Any law that uplifts human personality is just, Any

law that degrades human personality is unjust.

King justified breaking segregation statutes, because he found that segregation



was economically. politically, sociologlcally, and morally wrong., He urged
obedience to the 1954 Supreme Court decision, because it Was morally right;
he urged disobedience to segregation laws, Unjust laus accordigg to king
were inflicted upon a ninority by a majority and no£ binding onfthe majority.

An unjust law is a code fnflicted upon:a
minority which the minority had no part in
enacting or creating because they did not have
the unhampered right %o vote,....There are some
instances when =z law is just on its f:ce but
unjust in its application....In no sense do
I advocate evadin: or defying the law as the
rabid segregationist would do, This would
lead to anarchy., One who breaks an unjust
law must do it openly, lovinaly.,.and with
a willlingness to zccept the penaliy., I subamit
than an individual who breaks a.law that
consclence tells hinm is unjust, and =1illingly
accepts the penalty by stayinz in jail to
arouse the conscience of the community over
its injustice, is in reality expressing the
very highest respect for law...

Another important gart of King'é civil disobedience involved his
beliefs that the black protesters must act with Christian love, King never
lost his love for his:fellow man, be he black or white, integrationist or
segregationist. He stood resolutely by his faith in the white man's basic
goodness which could be brought to surface by the vlacks' protesting, even
through suffering in protest, King injected into Gandhian pacifism the
teachings of Jesus Christ., He did not desert even in his darkest hours
‘ﬁhese ideas of Chrisiian fellowship and love, Prayer ofiered a constant
consolation to King and refreshed his opirit and falth when he felt despair,
This admirable idealism of King's eventually lost supporters to the cause
for King, and black power advocates drew from this loss. #eor the mosi part,.
though, King's "love thy enemy and forgive them, for they know not what they
do", was amazingly enough successful, Thousands of protesters demonstrated

nonviolently in the name of justice and love in the face of physical and

emnotional brutality,



King's theories and techniques functioned so succsssfully due o
conditions in America in the late 1950's ani the 1560's. The environment
‘generated the black feelings necessary Lo ring about a black revelt as op-
iposed to the black protest of previous years, and the white attitudes essential

to the success of the revolt or at least Llhe toleration of it. Conditlons
“in the United States and the world had creaved a new Negro--an activist, and
finally a militant, The 1954 Supreme Court decislion threw out "separate,
‘but equal® as the law of the land, bui "separate, bul unegual,® still reigned
Ain the cultural, soclal, economic, and political spheres of the entire system,
In the late 1950°'s discrimination and segregztion still fourished across the
hcountry. For the most part the Negro atiended se.regated schools mhich were
inferior to white schools, slacks acquired & sscond-rate educsztion which
entitled them to a second-rate job al cecond-rate pay., As late as 1961 the
'depressed economic condition of the Negro was a product of nany forces.”
These forces included disccimination ageinst blecks in acadewmic training, iﬁ
vocatlional training, by labor organizations, by state enployment offices, by
employers, and by empioyment opportuniies offered by the armed forces and the
federal governemnt.é Because of discrinination and econonic depresslon many
bleocks lived in substandsrd housing in ghettos. Honwhite housing was . not
only of an inferior quality when comparaed with that of white housing, but the
nonwhite dweller actually 5ad to pay more for his housing. Sconomlc depression
led to a breakdown of family 1ife anc law-abiding behavior in the Hack com=
munity. The unemployment rate of biacks in the 1950's soared above that of
the white unemployed and rose steadily through the sisities, where America
lacked in providing for her pecple, the Wesro was hii ithe hardest,

The Negro was élso segregated from the malnsireamd Amorican life

in other ways. In the late fifties one-quarter of a million Ylacks in the



South were still disenfranchised., Earlier Supreme Court declslons outlawing
segregation on transportation facllities woere flagrantly ignored. There

vwere either separate and inferior publicly owned recreational, culiurzl, and
soclal facilities for blacks or none at all, A black skin representied a badge
of inferiori ty and yez:s of accomodstion to discriminziion, degredaticn, and
humiliation,

In the middle fifties these same conditions were ripe for change. The
extensive urbanizaticn of the Anmsrican Hegro during and aftler dorld war IIX
contirbuted greatly to this ripe anvironnment, Manyvblacks were packed together
in ghettos in Horthern cities which incressed their politiczl power, In the
:BOuth the growth of big cities and industrizlization provided an 1ncreaae in
mobilily and soclal fuidity for the blzek even within:.ihe svgrerated Oyutem.
Blacks were increasingly exposed to cosmopolitsnism and mlddle-class values
and attitudes, and consequently aspireﬂ to lead middle-class lives, Communi-
cations betwesn black and black, and between black and white increased. Along
with urbanization and industrialization cane anlimproved economic position,

s

This improved econociic sirength increszsed the huyin

<

& power of the Fegro com-
munlvy, and made the vhite commnnity, especially the bus*nes smen, more acutely
aware of their relationsip with the Negro worker and the Besro consumer,
Bducational opportunities for blacks improved also. Better equipped

to knov his righis, articuiate his grievances,.,and challenge his oppressors,
the educated black, expecially the college s:iudent, began to rebel againsi

he traditions of discrimination, The importance of the bla;k student in the
:civil rights movemsnt must not be understated, In part ithe novement can be
'seen a5 a rebellion against traditional perental standards, that is, ac-eptance
and zeccomodation of an unfair system., These students were In thelr formative
years when thevl954 decision vas handed down and when King Fose to power; Hor

then a bright new fuiure opened,up, a future of equality béféie the law,



Xhey refused to waste thelr time simply wciting for justice, They decided
to denand it and w~ork for it. The students‘feelings were aptly described
in a manifesto called “An Appeal for Human llights® draftea by students from
8ix Negro Cd@llezes in 1960:
W ie do not intend to wait placidly for those

rights which are alrsady legally and morally

ours to bte meted out to us -ne at a time,

Today's youth will not sit by subnmissively,

while. being deniled ,al% of the rights, privileges,

snd joys of 1ife... !
The students were forced:t times to combat the conservatism of thdir parenis
and school officials, However, in the majorlty of cases and timeg, and once
the revolt was on iis way, ihe conservatism gave way to support and pride,

Conservatism was flexing its muscles all over America, .s?écially in
the South membership in HhiteFCitizeﬁs’ Councils greatly increused, and massive
resistance to school desegregatien and intimidation of black voters and black
leaders solidified, At thevéamé time, the white liberal's spirii was inclined
tq right the wrongs in America, as America»had righted the evils of the world
in World war II; if the motivating push could be found, #hite college students
were prepared to correcit the entire system , and they willingly and erthusiastically
Joined the black siruggle,.
Internationally the United States found it increasingly embarrassing

to speak out against denials of human rights in foreign lands and flagrantly
deny these same rights to some of its eitizens, The emcrgence of independent
states in Africa added pressure to the United States, HMany black Americans
identified with the African freedom movement which offered ihem living proof
of the Negro's abilities; sbilities which were not allowed to frnéiify in the
United States,

The improved position of the Negro in the Unlted States and in the world

led to a revolution of expectations in the black Wrain and in the black heart,




Vegroes recognlzed that they had a stake in the sysiem; a lot that sevgrely
needed improvement, but nevertheless, & lot., The gmall .2insg that had been
made increased the yearning for equality and the digcsatisfaction with discrini-
nation. As the civil rights movement made increased seins, expectations rose,
as did intolerance of unfair conditlons and as did frustration. By 1954 blacks
were tired of the slow pace of acquiring their civil rights, In 1955 the

black revolutiorisiruck out against whitey's system of subjugation and the
black system of subverting ii, Blacks had lost faith in black leadership

and traditional black methods of attaining freedom, when Martin Luther King
appeared upon the scene, blacks were anxious to follow 2 new lecder with new
methods, King'é intens.ty of feeling, masnetic personalily, and eloquent
speech exploéed thertwstion of Negro frustration, desire for chs,nge, and

energy to acts

#The Negro schools of thousht are torn with

dissenslon, giving birth {to many insurgent

factisns,,.sAll are =ngaged in a war of bhititer

recriminations.,,while the long-suffering

masses,..(are) victims of the vanities, folbles,

indiscretions and vaglting ambitions,..of

various leaderships f*
These are the .ords concerning tlack leadership and black civil rights
organizations of Asa Pbilip Randolph in 1923, The itruth of ithe statement
not only applied then, but applies .ithrough the tweniieth ceniury. During
the years from 1955 through 1968 the civil rights movement saw the grewth of
several new organizations and a proliferation of new younsg leaders. The dif-~
ferent organizations adopted varying . methods and even sometimes conflicting

goals. The very purpose of the civil rights movement itself was stated dife

ferently in #2rious circles, Along with ideological conflicts, disputes arose



due to personality clashes vetween leaders, 0Old organiza tions and 0ld leaders
1lined up in ths conservative camp; neW groups and young leaders vanded togsiher
in the militant camp, (Conservatives apprecisced the signs of progress of the
fifties and sixtles reflected by legislative actis, executive acts, Supreme
Court decisions, and the new opporiunities opening up in business, government,
‘and the academic worlde By the late sixties many conservatives began to
view their role as one of exercising influence within established insiitutions,
rather than fighting such institutions from ithe ouiside, In technique the
conservaiive turned to overi protest as a last resort, The nilitant spoke
for revolutionary change in the social structure and resort to violence when
necessary to change it., ‘lhe militant often advocated race chauvinism, In
between the exiremes fell those aroups &nd leadsrs who advocated a type of
coalition politics composed of blacks, white liberals, organized labor, and
the white clergy. This coalition was to press for changes through mass dircct
action and confrontation--nonviolent for the most part, except in self-defense
situations. These three categories broadly outline the irends of the civil
rights movement from 1955 through 1965, Cne must remember though that the
organizations and leaders fall along a continuum ranging from extreme conserva-
tism Lo extrerme militantism, and theré are no neat and easy discriptive boxes
into which they fit.

For a limited period Martin Luther Xing unified the dissideni leadsrs
and organizations, and the civil righis movement moved as a whole, Howsver,
at the same tims that he temporarily unified tne movement, he was helping to
creace and accelerate the érowth of new factions and the growth of frustra-~
tions which wouldrsplit the movement into more sharply de ined groups, King
stood in ths vital center of the different orgenizations and lezders, He

can be called a conservative-pilitznt., His nethods ard goals grew more actie

0
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vist and nilitant as th: nmovement grew increasingly actlvist and milltant,
King walked the shaky ground of mediator between conservavivesand militantis

and compremiser of the methcds of the tuo extremes, Ths josi

o
&

.ci‘
yte

ons shifted

and King's siance vacillated at times, This fidity of thousght and flexibility
in action separated Xing from many other civil righlse leaders., For a while,

he had the ability tc compromise znd lose face. Kinb the,.niddle-man was often
praiséd for his wuorth comprfmises; howaver, he was alsco ofien seversly casti-
gated by both =ldes,

In his early carecr from abcut\l?ES o 1960 King unifled the civil
rights movement, and fov the nost part, it moved =s & vhele, From 1960 to
1563 King l&rFEIJ played the part of centuist ‘niddle-man keeping the lines
of communication open btetween cemservatives and rilitents, By 1964 King was
losing power gquickly and ihe militarts and conservatives were pushing farther
and farther a@a:t on the civil richis continuum, By 1968 Kinz had falled to
shift hls centrist'posiiiun o parallél the shift in the piddle-ground of
the movement, and a new power vucuun was already Wcmixhr tefore his assasi-
nation, From 1255 to 19€8 ihe flavor of the hluck revolt changed Vecoming
increa asingly nilitant--%be it nonviolzrni or violent, VK ngy becszuse of his
inabllity %o realistically acsess the mocd of the revolution, ct his dedicae
tion 1o nonviqlence, or kis premature death, or a mixture to scme degree of
all threce variables, fziled to move with the tires, Therefcre, he lost much
of his tanglble poner in his rcle as unifier, in his role of ralller cf the

people, and in his rols as vital center within ths

2]

movement,
Before King's leaders hwp the primary civil rights ov.nization were
the Natlonal Assoclation for the advancement of Colorsd People (WAACP), the

Congress of Raclal Paunlity (COsE)

er
193
&}

F«J‘.

-

the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FCR), and the Bretherhood of Sleening Car

Porters (Brotherhcod). The NAAUY eclipsed all of these organizations in the
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first half of the twentieth century due to its ability to articulate black
problems and to seek redress of ‘hese xrievances, Founded in 1909 by middle~
class intellectual.blacks and liheral whites, the NAACP is the oldest civil
rights organization, The biracial leadersnip has continued as has the largely
niddle~class mémbership. The NAACP claims the largest membership and the
largest finahci&l resources of any civil rights group through the twentieth
century. The tulk of its resources has come from dueé as opposed to the
"philanthropic financlal backbone" of most of the other organizations, Hee
lying on peaceful protest and legal challenges involving court litlgation and
iaw enforcement, the NAACP has achieved nuch success.in legal victoriesﬁ%”

In 1954 it achieved its crownine glory in Erown versus the Topeka Board of

Education which hastened the overthrow of Jim Crowlsm. It is important to
note that the KAACP consists of actually\twb orranization (Since 1939)s The
RAACP which aids individuals and other groups with funds and which supports
a lobby in Haljington, and the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund which
litigates issues in court,

By 1924 the moderate progranm, the midile;class stance, and the very
siruciured administiration of the organization ceme under attack. The popu=
larity of the NAAC@ declined increcsingly in the late fifties and the sixties
as the popularity bf Kartin Luther King roée, and as his program of nonviolent
direct action and more militant Prograns gppéared td be nore effective to the
masses, Roy %ilkins, the HAACP's mxecutive Secretary since 1955 and dxecuiive
Director sinces 1§6¢, represents the NAACP's program and its apgeal; wilkin's
formel, cdignified, and middle-class stance clashes_vith the grass-rootsy,
warz, and personal charisma of King, and conflictsuﬁith the arrogance and
outlspokenness of‘Stokéley Carmichael or H. Rap Brown.

¥

In the same corner with Koy kilkins and the NAACP, whitney Young and



1posture in ihe cixties COBE grew in prominence and powver,

Hew orgunizations burst upon the scene in the late fiftles and the
sixties, These organizations reflected the changes that the black protest
gas uadergoings In 1957 Martin Luther King institutionalized his theory and
‘echniques #ih the.tounding of the Scuthern Christian Leadership Conference
(3CiC)e SCL3 functions as a non-szeciarian coordinating agency of individuals
and organizatlions striving f{or full ciiizenship rights for blacks and total
integration of blacks into the American system, while King was alive the
activities of 3CL8 focused around his charismatic perscnallty and symbolic
power, GSCiS primarily concerned itself with organizing a few major campaigns,
}ending'support te cimpaigns already staried, and ralsing funds., After King's
@eaﬁh SCLé;lost nuch of its powar, for Kinp was SCLGC,.

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commitiee (SNICK) grew under King's

auspices alsos Crganized in 1960 to channel situdent =ctivities along nonviolent

direc; action technigues, SNIUK has kept up an unreleniing battle to change

the systam;;n-Aﬁeri¢a,:especiél;yninrphe Deep..Couth,  BKITK has focused much
attention on gaining for the Neyro thevpppcrtunitytto vols, SNICK éaxticipated
in and initiated sit-ins, walk-ins, wade-ins and other activites in the sixties
constanrtly exposing its members to jail seatencss, harassment, add viol:nt
attacks. Howard Zimn, historian of the black revolution, has called SNICK
members the "new abolitioniggé" and one of the nmost serlous social forces

in the nation in 1966-- |

These young rewels call themselves the Student
Nonviclent Coordinating Commiitee, but they are
more a movement than an organizatioa, for no burau-
cratized struciure can contain their spirit, no
printed program capiure the fierce and elusive
quality of their thinking, And while they have

no iamous leaders, very little money, no inner
acecess to the seats of national suthnrity, they

are ciearly the front line of the Negrg assault

on the rmoral comfort of white America,

1



These are young radicals; the word *revolution®
occurs again and again 1n hei” speech, s s s They
are rrepezred o uge pevelutl-onery means zzazlost

the o0ld orderesee

SNICK's program has followed the changes 1n the black revolt and developped
along with it, SHICK.grew increasingly militant in the sixties. John Lewis
led ONICK in tihe earinsixtiés until even his militancy 4id not reach left
enough for the‘masses, and in 15667Stokely Carmichael replaced him. Carmichael
represented the young frustraied m:litant black who had voen ralsed In an
urban ghetto and was eager to demand and gain a genuine stake in the systenm,

fhe of.the cldest:organivations.of (tha nostimilitant nautre developgped
in the early thiriies under the lsadership of Zlijsh siuhammed. . The Muslims. .ore
Black Muslims,rad’ they were refered toy acczptied a rnew religion removed from
ﬁhristianity and thf'ﬁhite men's churcn, They believed the time would core when
the Dblack man wculd conquér the white man, They called for a separate black
state, violent retaliation against ihe white man, unified black efforts and
black self-help, and black pride in black achievemeni, Their doctrinés gained
many adherents znd drew members away fron the goals and mothods of other dvil
rights organization in the sixvies., In the late fiftles until his assasination
in 1965, lalcolm X was the major spokaesman for the Black Muslims, His appealing
rhetoric cauéed the membership rolls to suell, ~

The Black ffusiims were a gmall minoriily in the Fift ieg, cut in the sixties
nationalist and chauvinist osrotest organizations espousing not only black power,
tut black superiority, cropped up all over the couniry, Thé hest~known of
these groups is the Black Panther Party of Gaklund! California organized in
1966, The Panters have further hardened the lines oeiwesn militants and moderates.
They openly advocate violent confrontations along with other commendable goals
seeking black pride and economic improvenment,

These civil righis organizatlons that have been discussed functioned



at times together, at times separate, and at times against each other, Their
individual growth and decay patterns reflect the stzges through which the
blzck revolution in the United States passed, From 1955 to 1968 the black
protest movement shifted from the courtroom to the market place and to the
polls, By 1955 the protest had passed from the staze af seck1ng legal equality
for the moét part through court litization and law enforcement to the stagé
of seeking citizenship rights and social richts of blacks through nonviolent
direct action., The leadership of the first hal€ of the century was lesing
power, KNew leaders w1th more militant postures chunged thelr programs to
appeal to the masses and {0 all classes,

1954 to 1963 can be called a perlod of "creative disorder®.
The activities of these ye=rs involved direct action techniques which
complemented the paper work and court struggles necessary to gain legal protec-
tioﬁ%%nd equality, Events increased pressures on lezislative bodies, govern-
meny officials, the Presidents, and the courts to prévidé blacks with their

2gal rights and assure them they would be granted, In this light, the acti-

’_J

vitles were successful, This success led to dissatisfaction withuits 1imi-
tatibns. Only superficially had the black's social and cconomic position
beenﬂéffected; the majority of blacks still opersted outside the mainstrean

of American 1life, Expectations and frustrations increzsed. Blacks grew disatis-
fied with the faillures of the nonvioleni confrontations, Appeals to white
America's sense of fair play obviously did'not succeed;'blacks turned to de-
nanding fair play %ased on power, vhysical, economic, and political, Blacks
desired more +than a guarantee of their constitutional rights; itney demanded
tconcmic and educational poliéies to insure the Welfare of the culiurally and
économ’ically deprived., They recognized that the entire sysiem neceded to be

changed, not just a few institutions or practiices,

lo



P Eromsit-ins and freedom riaes we have gone into

rent sirikes, b‘oycotits, aommuniiy oreanization, and
political action, As a conseguence of ihis ratural
evoluiion, the Wesro itoday {inds himgelf stvmiad by
obstacies ol far greater masnitude than the legal
barriers he was attackine heforey antomation, urbun &
decuy, de facto sesresavion, These are jroblems which,
while cnn&“icnnd by Jim Crow, do nat vanish upon its
denlse, Tney are more deepnly rooted in our scio-
eccenonlc ovder; thevy are the result of the total so-
ciety's failure to meet not gnlv the Hegro's nesda,
but humzn needs generally.

From 1963 to 1969 the revolution ~agssed inte vislent acticn demanding
econonic and soclal esuzlity, America witnessed hundrads of wviclent uprisngs
asgainst the estahlished order. Black ormn mizations +hich had acted with =come
unity from 1955 +o 1963 = ‘lmwrad by 1064, eedtvs Lecamio NOUBEr, o
roliteent | surol Mo, ma , @1:&11 “thie WOSEKS tinay ek

Martin Iuther King stepped ints a power vacuum of hnlach lezdership in

1955, He brouzht = unity of -~rupose and aaiion to the activities of the mujor
civil rizhis orzanizations and attracted hlacks Trom all classes, He attained
two kinds of powers symbolic power and real power, Real power involved the
exercise of achieving tangible gains, economically, socially, or politieally,
and the ability %o clearly state the demznds of the balck movement, set the
goals, and achieve these goals, Symbolic power involved the meaning that
King represented for the movement and to the peopley that is, the :hope he
inspired and the actions he motivated,

King's power uwas in a state of flux constantly., From 1934 to 1960
King held the wost pover that he would ever hvuidy He stood out above all
other civil rights leaders in being the man who articulated the demands of
bla&ks, set their soals, snd channelled tieir actions to achieve these gozls,

King clearlv had the real power to effect politiecal gzins, From 1960 to 1363

King's symbolic power was enhanced even more, but his real meser was diminishing,

By 1964 the bliack movement had splintered and organizations had separated amny

activities, King still retained his symbolic meaning for the movement and



1jected to harassment and atuse on the buslines, (Conditions on the buslines
represented on: smull exezple of the oppressive system of segregation which
hung over MXonigcrery, King had recently moved to Montgomery as the reverend
of Dexter Avenue Church. As pastor of the church wheoss memberchip included
the wealthlest, vest-educated, and most influencial bVlecks in the city, kKing
autonatically siepped into a pocltlcq ol lvadership. Ihe leadershnlp in Kont-
gomery had previcusly been unsble to stir the placld Hegro populace to actlon,
ﬁing in nhis first year as paster had Jolned the leocel WAACE and turned down
the pre sidancy of th2 zroup, participated in activities of the Alabama Ccuncil
on Hﬁman Relations, and on his own organized saveral soclial service and political
action committees among the members of nis pasuoraie.

The day afte. irs. Farks® arrest, Regro leaders in the communlty forsed

2

to action, B.D, Nixon, a long~time activist and prominent nmember of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car roriers and the state HAAUP, brought togeﬁher the
black leaders in the community to organized = cne day boycott of the lontgomery
buslires. #.De Eiion, Keverend Halph Abvernathy, p=stcr of the First Baptist
Church,,keverend L, Roy Bennett, President of the Internaticnational Ministerial
Alliance, &nd Heverend Mertin Luther King, Jdr, formed the core of éhe group
preparing the boycott. King was electéd President of the new communlty organi-
zatlon, the Monigomery Improvement Aseociation (I1IA), which was formed to

follow through after the cne-dzy boycott. £ven though he had the least ex-
perience and was the least «ell-xnoun of the men, King had one ouistanding

+

aavantege over ihe cther leaders in that he was not identified with any one
group of the faction-ridden liegro leadership.
King and the MIA staged a three hundred and eighty-two day boycott of

the Hontogmery buslines which was ninety-five percent effectlve! The Negroes

in the community , rich and poor, intedlectuais and working-classy all responded




enthusinetically. Hing succeeded in tazing ths rifref oul of treudble aad
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pushing them Inte s Aignified anz

=3

pe ailanasee, Atlanta
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other conmunities responded with fieir c.m Loycotis, as in

and other citics, ¥ing urovilec thon sith ths vahicle to relsaze years of

pent-up emotlon and frustistion, ¥Yin; “ith
city officials and buslines olficizls denands

grevw os negotistions dragged or and city of fi dals eson to herass blzck leanders
and the black community with - new "gei-tough" policy, King himselfl was hounded

ive miles-per: bour in a

twenty~Tive piles-por~hour zorey~ This was the first of meny Tulure arrestc

desirned to foil x

ing's nctivities and discredit him, Abuses more strongl

G
,./.

united ihe black cowrunity,
King's unchallenged lesadership role wes not immedisticly discernable,

However, on Janu-ry 30, 1954 King's heme uas bownbed an
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Wwere prepared to strike btach vislently. rom his frent porch ¥ing faced the

crowd, and he controlled the anger of the people preventing & blocdbeth w
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his words:

Y hon't set panieky] Ton't do anrihing penlcky at alli
If you have woapons, take them homel} if you do not
have thom, oplease do not seek to get then, e cannotl
solve this problem through r”udltaucfv violaencesses

We —ust love oui wilte Vrothers no ratter whot

they do Lo us

For the time being, the people accspted Fing's nmathed even as they faced white

\ .
abuse and violence, Vicur method will be that of persussion, not cosrcion

-1

We will only siy to ithr poople, 'Let ,our consclence by.jcur quide,' Qur
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actions must b: guid
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must be cur regulaiing ldesl &3 From this,point on Xing led th< movenment,

g.ided the movemeni, and tacame a living symbol of it, Any man.who could

face the ihrest of desth and not s ak retalistory action, buat siill be committied



to vonviolence, vepresenited a man and an $dea Lo -hom people could be conaiited.

Plack America follouad him 244 tool rrids a
sirh of reliaf, and part of vhits Anorlc: apslauded King, Ths wodla let the

ertire country Tnow of King's srestnzss, Hin's laver logn of control over
the violent tenderczies wiithin the ﬁsvem?ﬁt indicater a losz of leadership
pOvier .

The hoycoti was brou~ht 1o 1ts closinz atases on MNovemter 13,1956
when the United States Supreme Court declersd Alsbuma'c state and locil laws

requirin¢ segresation an huses unconstitutionzl, v the end tihe peothod of

the NAACP had proven to be ibes nost satisfaclory one in

, W
However, above all, as King later covmeértsed, 'Our real

the desegrega-ion of ths buses as 11 18 a

£ N . i
Lre nOVERSne °Tn

The impact »of King on the blsck movement =32 the irpsci o
King changed the flzvor of black rrotest snd transformed ¥ing, This dual

impact was to shape the hintorv in ihe Uniled Siales in the years to fallow.
'Such a phenomencn in hisitory cz2n never b forgoiten, ilnasmuch as 4t has dis

closed in huran naturs the rudinent of and ths oapaciity for hetter wnlngs

\n

thieh, prior to this, no student of ;oiitiezl science hed deduced fron the
t, X .
previous course of svente,'+d Hinrx mave hlocks o anw sothod to complenent

3
e
e
X

the old ones, BOVCOvt" znd acts of civil disobalience oded preossure 1o com-

i

pel legislative bodies, courts, Presidents and individuals to nct, Py chennclling

aggressiveness into a legitimste eouree of ootion, ¥ing zllovwed blacks 1o
release their frustrations without resort to viclence, The lschk of violence
allowed literal snd modera*e whites teo apploud bdblack activitics, provide fi-
nancial support, and even somsiimes
appeared brutal nnd uncalled for in 1irht of black passivily.

"King becamd a na'ional leader, He stepoed 1nbs the Lor2r racuwn of

bleck faction-lism tc unite hlach action under the banner of noaviolence,



He had set the ideza in molion and nonvielent direct action apperred to be
the znswer to thr dlackts dilemns of what ecourse of cction to tale King
atvocated 2 showdown situation of forced fTice~to-frnee community to community
neetinds to imolement change. This tvpe of action abandoned the nzinstream

of tradition:1 NWegzro leadership technl which shied awsy from conflict

’)

ue

U)

sltuations and dirvect appecl to the masses as celng irflammatory. According
to Kingﬂ‘Pressure, evan conflict, was an unfortunmte Lut necessary element
(RS |
in social change.'” Other bl:ick leadors however, were willing to support
King's activities and stand with him, King had struck upon z happy middiew
ground between activists and conservatives of the black movenent, Hilitants
and black nationslicts at this time only pushed suppert to Fing's middie-ground,
Later, King would lose supzorters tc the militant concept of confrontation
and conflict;‘tbe seeds for these 1dess cen be found in his own svsien,
King's idess wvere institutionalizéﬁ with the funding of SCLC with
King at its hezd in Januery, 1957. At Tirst a regionsl orpanisation, within
a year SCLE has developsd into a national orsznization, Accoriing Lo King
SCLC's major coals were to "ald blacis in asserting their human dig-ity through
Christizn love and acts of nonviolence”, In 1{5 formative vears 50 .C primarily
conecerr . itsclf wiih desegreg:tion of transportaticn facilities and voter
resistration projects. King's weaknesses in administricion would be revealed
in the activitlies of 8CL8, BHis oratory, his charécter, hi=s charisma, and
his sense of history would not always nmake up for the deficit in administmtive
ability,

Tritute poured into laud {inv., National masazines such as Time and

bl ck masazines such es Jet ard Ebony wrote articles praisin: King. Some
¢3lled him = n&w Moses, In May of 1957 Kins received the Spingarn Fedal which
is annually awarded bv the NAACP to the perscn making the larzest contribution

in the field of race relations. King began to receive honorary degrees from
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A, Fhilir Randolph and Roy but the erowd's response Lo King as
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Jenzrinent, He ozlled for help

Southarn White modersties,

L

o the blaeks to

znd blacks themszlves. Abeve all, Ling

Woive us the kal
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ot and w2 w'll no lonzer
plead~we «ill wrile Ui e luws on Lie
books, Give us th: btallet an? we will fili
the lagisleture witn wmen of goodwill, Glvs
ne the DaYlot and we willi g ,
judzes who love mercy, Give us tha ballet
and we will qulistly, laufully, im
lay 17, 1354, decision 27 the Sapre
Give uas the ballot and w2 will trangfor:s
sialient misdeeds of ths Lloodihirstiy n
the calsulated good deeds of orierl

wido

it

A -
et the tzopls

This seenlinrly noderala opac
the cry of black jower of the latc
vote showred =z maivre recamition

LA

States. Hla objective, to sive

Malcolm X later called o form of Blaegk power, Uin: worked tounrd this goal
FRv. » 3 < N K ~ L, ’ > I . s -~ Nty o - - -

Lnarougn the SCLC's "Crudade for Citizcaship", a drive Yo snecurzoe bileks in
the south to rerister to vote, t=ach thea how to ro lster, sad ieach then

to utilize threir rizht in vote,



in leadership power, Criticisms thouzh were not altgp%heivacant. Roy Wilkins
and ¥ing not only disagreed on methods, but also clashed on the bhasis
reonality, Wilkins' conserv tive, formal and dignified epproach was totally
alien to King's emotionalism and inforrality. Wilkins inflexibility concerning
tactical moves shirply cenivasted with Kirne's easy adsptibility to new methods
as long as they did not conflict with his nonviolent idezs, FHeporters tried
to emphasize the split between uwilkine and ¥ing, forgetting the two men and
thelr respe tive organizations often worked together, o sgeich rumors
King took out iwo life memberships in the NAACP, on: for h'mself ard one for
the MIA. However, the gap beiwsen ¥ilkins and King videned as the years passed.
The split between ¥ilkins and king reflected the rifi hovueen the
conservatisy ol the old guard and the activism of the nesw protesters. The
NAACP and the Urban Leasue were atiacked from within their own orgzanizations
for their adherence to the old techniques of protest. Activisis of the Urban
Leasue formed an ad hoc commitiee called "the irhed Committiee of the
Gxecutive Secretsries Council” 1 demand a more militant prosram of actilon,

#dwin €, Berry, chairman 3t the commiitee, raflceied the disnident view

#onis is the last hall of the tuoniieth
cenbury, tiue z.e of spuiniks as well as
the age of urban spravlase..They (Nesroes)
are no longer wiliing to be half-slave and

half-free. They are at war with the staing
quo, and will no songer accept ihe leadership
of any asency or organization that does noi
know cwhis and «ill not act on it feorthrizhily.
People who do not mean nusinezs do not walk
With Martin tuiber King or stanc with daisy
Bates. ... Uncle Tom's davy is over and uncle
Tnomas' duys are numbered, (uncle Tnoumis is
an Uncie Tom ith a collgse degres and a
Zrooks Brouhers yqiuhf‘w‘

Within the RAACP local aud aational voices scoke out in crivicisa
of wilrins and tne fallure of the nAACY to meei tne needs of ithe limes.
Jackia obinson, a poard member of the NAAGY, called Ior a new aggressive

Pollcy to reach the litile mane I1a 1959 in #onroe Gounty, iHortn Carolina,



ocal NAACP President %oberi P, Willians formed un swrnmad suard to 2wchange
gunfire with Klansmen and nolice afier repeated noaviolaent efforts in work
out nrohlems had failed, l”“hﬂ: Hontzomery bus bO""Ovb, "Ii}_g AT “"qxc* a gr=at
+ < A 3 YT l" A S d e ] Fe) E AP R a4 19
victory Tor American dewmoerucy,' tut not the snlution for every situation,~

In August of 1950 NAACP: Youth Council exploded in gil aithin the HAACF
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Voices 2lso spoke out arzinst Fing's “heory thal boyeoits .ouli develop into
the poattern of urobtest in many paris of the Gonth, Kinr and «1lkins were
féoth condemmed in 1957 wvhen they typassed th: convictions of five hundred
black spokesmen and three hondred leadsrehin ors:nizsiions and . ave their
reluctunt endorsenens to the Senste's wotsred-down Givii Bivzhis Bill of 1957,
The black ress even spoke ot aziznst the endors ment,

King uwas ~ttacked from both sides, The conserv:iive elensnis criticlzed

Y

his vropos-ls for msssive siend-ins in Southsrn polling tocotho

srudy-ins

in segregaied Southern Bchools, The =flitants, tho 2zt thie Ltinme conmsnded a

small followin:, eriticized King's policiss of resconcifisiion anid Jove fo a
white man, King viewel his protest nmeilhods net as ends in thenselfes, hui

a8 he asid,

ST i“ﬁrue that as we oiruagle for frosdom
in america, we wkll nave fo Loycoit: al tiumes,
But we must remesber, as we do so, that a
boycoit 15 not 3n end in iteeid,... But the

o 3

3
end 1u_”8?9ﬂ“i113ti0n; thr end is vademriion; y
' ¢ crestion of the peloved coamunity., 'O

: ' o W P~ 13
Kiag impi efrain from vioie 'Blood', he said, '
1ng implored his iyxéowhrs to refrain Irom vioience, 4', he 22id, "may

flow in the sireets of Hontzomery before we receive our freedom, but it must be
. 4 i
cur bledd that iiows an: not that or whe white nan,' ™ The Black Muslims

scoffed a2t Kins's aiproscn; they embraced violence in scif-de fense or in re-

a3
taliation, and they preacned hate. AS early as sepleuber, 1750, iing was

heckisd vy biac. to crowds in H-rism, This incident
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foreshadoned tne cpposition to King's metnods whioh would gain sirengia through—tne
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sixtizs, pastiondarly In Korthern urdan shettos, Blacks in Horthera shetioss
Fom Teiemy L yge r vy » - e . . R . T4 eV

began o hansz onco svery word of Malcolm :.aud hizs 3laek iuclin orzed,

cruelly exposed =2ad brought to 2 head by the lyaching of & hesrs routh, Macik
James Pzykey, in Poplavvills, ¥iesisippl, “Tuch open defiance of the (Civil
Righis Conmnmislon znd other feder2l aqoucies gnd the lav idself in the South
showe® Lhe need Tor clearer luws protosilng the Yegro and

I8y D 1 eren s had heern or
JLavel W ML S2Len Daf DY C (,r.,.,,u

Bill of 1957, The €omsicsion had the . awer Lo inavetigute

1y

RO, SR N S P S T U Loy ORI RN SRR SN iy
condlitions in Lo United Silotes and segenunent covryacehlve mesrure Lo

£ ey N - R S e A e i - P S AL Ao "
She 1957 bill further vovided for the apnsoinimnl of o asslstany Atltorney

Genersl 1o overseo roce reistlons, and strensthered corxiiin civil o

v Ning and other leacers to thenm

- e 3 1
iIn meetings in June of 195 and and
ended when he yieide? to interniiioncl pregsure an sent foderi: irceps 1o

JE N N ; * s - - . .. "1 i~ - | L .
Litile ock, Arkonsam in 1957 to seouve the sdrmitiance of black siudents ‘o

the Univercity of srhenecs -mid wnite ticlence. - S— " _

3
Mo even selice brutality inereased in min

reacted width incresced sotiviem ond the thre2ait 38zt unizrlsins viclent sirains

Fould huret out in the fren of chite viclerce z2nd continus

King as Jet maszazine referred to him In 1957 wac truly » "¥an on the
ML . .
Go", As & nacion:: firure he gave hundreds of r"‘e:‘r*’ch“s, ied nun rous cernsins,
eng rzllied the veople to his ¢ use, ASs an internatieonil fisurs he tiavellied

EA . . x -
to Zurope, Asia, ana Africa pomilsrizing tihe bddck sirive for freedom and

4llying 1t with the uorldbdrive for peace, 7Thls early uniting of the black
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10 a.ne t0 12:30 pym,, relurnins daily in incre gin- wmunbors, Four duys later
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later stvdents hald ait-ins in South (orelins, Tennosese anc Viroinils, Oy
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being stazed at lunch counters, in desarizant clores, in in
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theatres, and In llnraries all over the South oxeent in Niszsissippl, XYage

marches often su>pl

e

the aectivities in Al

svores, The sili-1ln arose = ontmnsously and followad mo mnifara nutharn ox«

cz2pht that tha nrotesters were alnmasi alwars

Civil ricghte orzanizatima ard lssders immediaialy entavad ths acene,

JoRe and FOR sent fleld vapresentatives and spenad moviehens to inctruct
students in nonvioient methods, OO plaved o major z-lce drghewine ths oourse

of sit-ing which had sisarted on thoir own, in nemstisingsg with o7
and in introducing nrotest zotivitien. 30LO pot irvelrad loenlly in. Lo

a position of leadnran in Mashville, Tellahasses, ! Yenl o onery,  Hore

Important than di-ect particinatieon 2nd golinnce wans bl

of structuring The protecters leokad to Ying as thelr symooiice
leader, Even if he were phvsically aveonit, his rrescrcoc wio zlisvs

the quesiion of what Kins woul?d h-ve deme was often raised, Thus, o+ distinctlon
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r ag the volee of the

between King as head of CLC znd ¥
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2ational siratesy often cm:e under fira, At lhis »peint thoagh, even <he

N At
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Tact that Kinw ie tha ane, He may not be ire hast oc-<ille loader, tut he'd



e afficn the shilosophical or religious ideal of
aonviclence as the foundation of ouxr purpose, the
presuppesiton of our iaith and the msnner of ouxr
action., Nonviclence as it grows from Judale-Christiian
tradilon seeks a social wxder of jusiice permesiad
bylove, Integ*auicnof humun endeavor re gres sents
thefirst clcp toward such 2 sceiztyenad ©

This statement secmed %o confirn SNICK's alliauce =ith King and SCLC, SiIgu's
growing nemtership body nanored X¥ing aS @ ploneer, %wut soxs them did net find

ghe They accepied nonvicl

'x!

oY tactle to gain certein

n

.

1)

IS asiaad

engible resulte, but they rejocted it ne an end in iteclf, Hing denanded

e -

and absolute commitiment to nonviclsoce vhich they could not give, sven

oy & N . - =y i ”
Jamgs Lavson, King's own wide, viewed nonvicicnce an & politiesnl weapon, and
ns exercised iuch Anflucnes over the students curing SHilK's founding. SHICL's

accent on action, rather than ndrvAdlun ¢ ani love contaly 4 threat to

e e L)

S LGK aciuively iavolved thansely.
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would besin. By August, 1950 Tiinch ‘counters In sixtr-nine Southern communi-
ties had heen desegregated. In May, 1960 "a. Jivil 3izhis Act was rassed 3
inmpede interracial violence without eroding the sowsr aad authority of local
and state officials,  The actvrequired loeal officlals to preserve voiting
registration recoras ana oz aduce :heﬁ o demand for faderal inspsation, It
also estéblished federal vatinglrefefees who could enrell bHlacsk voters where
a orevious pattern of discrimination could te shown, BDuring the sixtiss the
Supreme Court ruled in seve ra] asag u holdiﬁg the right of vrotesiers to
demonstrate, thusly, velleving the anxieties and ending tra juill swntences
of manv students, Above all, the student novemant, that 1s, the power of
the black ybuth surfaced, Cver 70,000 veo:le, the magcrity a1 then black
stu@ents had staﬁed~over 8460 sit-ins in mores than 100 :ities, The dlrect-~

action movement was

'-'Jq

~ining followers, ¥ing's adilitr to control the youth
ower in the movemeni in 1950 diminished tremenrdously by 1963,
p Y ¥ Bl

In 196r1 and 1962 “frsedom rides" followed tha sit-ins, Sponsored

0

end ﬂlanned by CORE, freedom rides referrsd o bum trius biy blocks znd

™~
“r

‘whites to test~illewal segresstion lows relsting to interstele itrensporiztlon

and terminai facilities, CORF designed the vides to dramatize the lack of
Sbuthern'compliance with court orders and rulings of the Interstute Commerce
Commission (ICC) banring segregaiion' the freeder riders left from Wehington,

D.C. and encour ared no difficuliies until ihey arrived in Alabama and Mississippl.
In, ﬁontgomnrv, #lakamna mob ?ctjor threatered the freeden ; ders.s lMany wers

beaten. while Doli"“-‘a‘chsd and did nothing to resirain the attackers,  Presie

dent Kennedy sent in L’D federal nsrehalls to maintain order due to the nobd
violence. Govérnor Patterson -of Alabama initinlly reciasted federal zuthority,

1 eventually under Pre<i Qential oressure he called out the Natlonal Guard

wederal courts were forcsd to enjoin Montzormery cliv officials,

to restore order,

- U N s Ta S'Yl’f.a, _J-(}-L EN 1
individuals, and organizatione to protect the riders and &llow them to continue



on their way, In fMissiassippl sivllar everis occurresd., Hew frsedom riders

~renlaced those who had to return fo their homes snd “hoce who were teaten

0

too bhadly t5 continue, Hore than 300 freedon riders were sirssied and cone
victed; many were harasced and brutaslly hasten, The criszis silustion pushed
- the federal government into intervenelnrs to pretect riders, and new I1CC rulings.

‘outlawing sesre-stion were isaured

-

King's involvment in the £

the
“events, He d4id play an Important part in rallyins putlic opinlon, HMuch

~eriticism had ,@en vedced arainst the tactles of the freedun »iders by while

w11‘097-31 and black conservatives, King dafeaded trair tactlos und poals,
King served as the spokssman for the coordiratin. counlitea of the fraedon

.

rides, He hzd rushed to Monigomery to draw public attenition to the evants
and nmut pressure on fede:al sutheriiles o act, h'le bisck and white
rmoderaten and conservatives criticiwed Kins

students criticized hin for fziling to take = freedonm ride, Hauy nenters

3t I & P TR S . -~ sl T LI
eroonality, snd saressticelly ecalled hin “de

,

of BNICK snoke of = culi ef

Léwd" Th ey felt he had renaired - ihove the batile er ocuinl
At the same;time,ﬁﬁch contrﬁversy ravolved around the consplcouous

absanée of Béyarérﬁustin, King's private assistent and organizer frem 1956

to 1659, from SPLC-activites, FRustin had rekigned fron trne staff when adam

'Clavtcn PowelW vﬁd tnren+e“ed to discredit ZCLC end Fuetin by eny hﬂs lzlng

Bustinfs soclailet counzectlons, HMany thoughi that Kin: had;fnrceﬁ Rustin

to resiazn, al bouthAe had dene no such thing, King 1osiAmnbh oral credit

uifh theiycung_who felt ﬁing had pressured Rustin and bova’ té Touell's demands,
.Kiﬂé néeded a defin'tive ast o assert his revolutlonary churac

and to bring tcéeth gr his UﬁravelTin« fallowinr, e a2nd his advisars  cheose

Aibabj, Georesis a th“ place to itake = etand, Aldbany was the fiftheldsrgsst

and one of the fastest-vrowi ng cities in Gecrzla, Alhany's nopulatien was



one~thid black--17 of ihe blicks nere weallby,

Blzeks were comsibisd wilthout ¢ cscon! U ’ nothe Fall of 1761 She WAACE

22 in the

Youth Counctil of Albany
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lunch counter, were reiusdd cervica, and wezre then arrsstad, The grotes
then tock *hsir case o courd and awal ed the deeleion, s valt which would

provably have been two to three yeol-s, 3HICK ~f{iliates U

up the arrestis by liunching freﬂﬁxm
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blacks to supicrt then, Hendreds of

TE vER

Jjoined ths
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At thiz point at the reouest of Dr, 4ndereon Xing and

his principal vide, anter:l
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“betueen SNICK lesders and Walksn, g presence heighteoned the rrotzsters

E

'enuh.h:? n, The ilnany Yovement underiock a vumber of activities, They

3 -l 2 3 B R T Tan & - [P - . s en oy - & - - -
Initisnted a scloeciive buving cowpoisn to syply prescure to Alhany twsinessmein,
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m"eti‘. a5, and
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ut made no rporvess, The c¢iiv verred on 2

with city officials,

Scmenne hod to zive, Fins elected o aceapt hond and p

ead left fail., The tension

snasved, ond the albany Hovement collansed,

g . any o ANEw

Criticlems of ¥ing mounted to a new level, ¥any loszt “2ith in hie ability

s

to l2ad them to the uromised Jar wae vieved by come as

failure for King as a lozder, snd fatlure of ¥ips's metheds,

Hh& did hé ieave the

2.
Bit

oo

17 Hinr lster comrented on the Aihany campaism:

H1ooking »ach over ity I'm corry I was bhailed
out, I didn't understand =t the time what was
hasperninz, He thouzht that the vietorr had
been won, bhen we gzot out, we discovered it
Waz all & hosx, W2 had lost : real ouvportunity

initlative th.t

pos

to redo Albany, andqye lost ar
we naver rejsined s

Where had he failed? Wing exoressed his own opilniof-—

""ye attacked the political powsr strusiuras
instead of the ecoanmlc power siructure,

You don't win arainsgt a
structure where you don
But vou can win against
structure when ynu have

molitical vower

't have ithe votes,

an =2conntie power
the economie vower

t0 mzke the 4iffzrence batween a narchant's
cProiit and lOSS!‘jl

King's own answer analyzed the failure in scmevhat linited terms,

oo Fiidingshad. fafiled in Albany for multlple reasons., e allowed himself

to be pushed into leadership action withoul adecguate prepatation znd with a

faction~-ridden body of followers that he never really commsnded. hing

failed to assert his leadersnip and wnify the various greups. The Albany

consequently lacked organizational and administrative unity and follow-though,

The movenent spread its achtiviiies in ico many areas.
WTkere has been no consistent, clearz-2m® plan
of action,...Todar (fall, 1G62), the moverent
continues wlth a kind of haphasard organiza:ion
sustzined only hy that fnod of common resolve -
which has marxed the Hegro militanis.

shile ihere are advaniages to such fluidity,
_+hare are alse drawback....Moreover, there
are advaniages to.singling out a particular .
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demand ra»her than a quilt of. “"iev,, o8

The seAectlve bﬂji.g

S

nor tue othﬂr Alvany lsaders
more uhan 1t did waita merchants, 7%he hlocks i

large enough mirket

canpalsn in AJ.‘oany hed failed, bvesczuse

,hoaght out ancst of

N five iy A
Le, nomErate
.

Sese

-

4i¢ not comprise a

to exert much scononic leverace, Purthernore, retatlers
the object of the boycott did not figure lmportantly in ins ciiy's political

powar siructure. The s

wyact aalkﬂr tired to ninimize the

reiterate Kinf's feelings in stating,

ki

of nonviolent revolition, OCur nenviolent

do not know 1f will ever come to adulthood,
(1ng and ﬂalkar mi calcu ated

n1bany represented one =f the

& Py

in the face of fzilure and in the face of nhi -6 vilorce.

blacks in Albany contisued to noavielently gain

ﬁefé finally made in 1964. I that year Alvan

to ccnuuct peaceful protiest marchas Irem

cili»ies ware desezrezalad by ths
"There uwere
l963;'almost-all of those ~ho were black

% T‘. ir

Wnere.? mingham was the most segre ated cliy
B ) )
3 proving grouna for his methods and

ke planned and ovianized
'Project C", as
iorkehops in nonviolent techniques,

md meétina wi th local leaders ahead of tize.

boycott merely pul tihe

! Alb‘)uv in 5]
revolution is

it 1 opray that

tnelr depards,
¥egroes
a federal injunction,

Civil RHights A

would have

is oun adi_x.;.u..\: H
tegy wéll ln sdvance,
.ians for Birmingham were called,

recruitin; people pre sved

cus ot bhusiness,

conuuny
failure of Albany and

. mile ost in the early utage

,

no

o
<3

et full-zrown, I

R
£ wi11.'eo

he raveolotion had re.cned,

ﬁeak campalgns of black adherence to nonviolence

From 1962 to 1964
Tan@ible gains
sacure— thelir

andrublic fa=~

a2t of 1664,

nearly 350,000 people in Biraingham,Alabama in

nreferred to live else-
he chose Birmingnam,
The groundvork for
was lzid by conducting

Lo go to pnll,

King even bilded his time until

3



elect mons for mayor had izken -~lace, in ordev that hls denmcusiratioa would

not cause & white bhacklsosh in the clection,

4

leaders that had huvt

planning and the ¥1111
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black leader in Birnirgbom, ond his evo=niss fion, the

T I 3 ;5 e
P cyEormprrgryd Les e o oe i B 3
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St Bags e Ea e | S N 2P
she b e pareelul Jemonocr Glong
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organising weuld brine repressive nenv res feen dhe

the community., This confliect situstion vas 2 rcavt of “ho thesoy bening wlisnl's

planning, Walker exclained; M'ue've -of to have 2 ¢ oln io

lo take a moder:ste approach, bopiw e et whils ko lp, Acecn't work.  They
nail you to thz cross, and ths af the Talloscrs, You've
P {
giot to have 2z criesis,?

Many crises were grecipliated duving tho o . after

FHANET Yo

Kennedyv, Billy Grah:z»,

nd gonsex 3 Placlke ir tha ormpranilty and h/ €

nation., In the Face ef rolice brutalit-, shite hontil

of mess arrests and beallreos, Yin 2 oo veld move,

and gremmar school children to hie freat lines, W'Meriin Luther “ins is a
§ " o
chunp, not a chanp,' voiced ¥rleolm X, Housver, Wing's factic was successiul,
pictue of tra.
Thefrevoliing brutality of “RBull" Connor, the Pumlic Safety Cornissicaer, znd

of -his men as ithey used cluts, Tire hoses, :nd dosf .ozinst the poacelul

narchers, Tlashed across thz glohe, The media condcuned such inhus

and the iudlic eve focuse’ on Lirminshan, The blac conmunity

and activists warched tocciher, Whites fror across the couniry, espacizlly the




Connpr's owtrageous actions brouczht netional. and lntssima

3N

clergy, Tlocked to Bipmin; am, ~ Conmor's hrutal tactics convinued and
thousands of arvest were rade iazluding King's iy one time,
ctie™'The elvil rizhts acvement! :'said rresident Kennedy in i mestin
with: Xinw, 'oves Bull Cov-or 23 vuch 35 Il owes Abrihan Lincoln!3§¥ bull
tlonal pressure 1o

bearton community lesders in Birainghas, 4An agreemant was reached to inplement

raingham events had a siroug

é Jrosrarn Lo
impact on President Hennedy. He eeazed depending on aild exccutive menipulative
actsy and he recognizod the rzed fov e CiVi" rishts bill, The Jusiice Depuriment
sonnialfter higan araujuj Up opovew PIIY covering vosing rizati, €aploye
and tha and of sssrezailon in nuhllc fwcilitles't@ be oabeitted o Congress,
Kennedv developped inbto s =irong ally of King and the civil vx*nt"ov~f~ﬁt.
Althou:h he ¢i7 rot always zct, ¥ennedy alwvays 1li-tuved o sing anl he was

- s

the first President to oprear tefore -the nuilon and upc»arf xhat rac»

discrimination was z moral lssure, Alrmingham had also aroused

3
o

1ib8ral’s conncis FCB. The. need. for urgent. zevion on the part of iadive dHAl

Had Biraipshanm szt efied King'o nced for a oroviag ground
for nonviolence? Beprogation and while.zttacks on hicchs would co“hﬂn

in Airvirchem as delsvin Lactlics . seinegt the Svureme Covrt declision of iHay

A

20,739C70 cutlrvin g se.re oalon and reversirc ithe ceonvictions of blachs arrssted

for defying therm, O September 14, 1953 whits hcoollums bombed & blach church
killing four little blzck gixls attendin: Sundey Schocl, The viclent white
‘backlash flouriched in other Southern citles 28 well in ihe nonths following

the Birnirghan eenprign,  #ississinpl's HAAG? leader Fed

7 sSer Bverg vas asgasle
ated .outside his home in June of 1943,  Increesing doudbt was cast on the
effectiveress of in«'s tactices in gaining tangidle results. Luring the

-
L

. i » A
had rioted after the bonbins of Reversnd 4,1,
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2
B}
P
d
>
o]
o
Xt
m

Birainghan strup



King s home (King & brother and fellow activist in the movement). In
Birmingham King had kept black violence ‘at’ a*minimum, but he was virtually
sitting on a powder keg. The permeatly depreercd strata of people at the
bottom of tle working class would pose a threat to hinnr’s nonviolent movenment,
He falled to keep these people within his movement in the following years,
as»they flocked to Malcolm X's or Stokely Garmichael‘s platform.
Kiog had f’reooﬁed ‘the peak of his career. In Glroway L1 d i(ihg
was' chosen "Man of the Year” by Time magazine, He was also nominated for
+the Nobel Peace Prize in 1963, and he would receive it in 1964, In August
, of 1963 the léadingvcivil righﬁs organizations and theif heads sponsored a
'Harch'on Washington to dramatizdiathe black people's denand for froodom
and to apply prossu:e to the federal govoroment to act}’oA;'Philip Randolph
hea:ied the orgmmg comntee; Bayard Rustin m:ganize’d ‘the na'foh; Roy
kilkins, James Farmer, whitney Young, ‘and John Lewls played an aotive part
in the uarchg *nt, King agian was the man of the hour, | His famous *I
Have a Dream" speech deeply moved approximately 230,00; citizens who had
marched vO Hashington ‘to show thelir committment to th° freedom couse
| ‘The Harch was a gxﬂgg; of the unity of black 43&& rship and the
civil rights movement; and King's speech dealt with me '5 not action,
The nnity was superficial, and King 8 power in the following years Wwould
1ncreasingly rest on his meaning as a symbol, Indicative of the falso security
.of the Haroh was the fist draft of the speech that SNICK‘S John Lewis had
prepared ‘to doliver‘, He was forced to change the gist of 1t. becauee more

oonservaoive elemants threatened to quit the Harch if Ghanges were not made,

Lewis's orginal draft read,,‘He uill march uhrough the Soutb. thnough the
heart of Dixie. the way S8herman dids We shall pursue our own scorched—earth

¥,
policy and burn Jim Crow to the ground,nonnriolantly.ﬁas The changed speech

39



read that blaecks would merch through the South 'uith the spirit of love and.
with the spirit of dignity that e have shown here todey.:.

CoL The conflict ‘over lewls' speech reflected *he hardening of the lines

gof p&larization between civil rights organizauions by 1963. +the growing dif-
gficulties uhat King would ‘have in keeping the 11nes of communica ion oPen
gbetwee? them,_and the problem that King would heve 1n keeping his oun followers
;committed to noviolence, Although Hhitney Young had become more outspoken
and("mi;itant". uaklng a firmer stand with uhite busineesmen the Urban League
”remained the most conservative of the civll rights orgenizatione. The HAACP
'uae often chided for 1ts moderauion and 1oss of touch with the people. Ne-
~vertheless, in 1963 it still offered the moeu varied program of proteat in—
':cluding court litig ion, lobbying for civil righ s 1egielation. scautered o
-involvment 1ﬂ direct action campaigns. and above all. financially aiding h
‘gother civil rights orgenizations, local and na 1onal, andﬁ‘dividuals. .the<"
;youth eecretary of the NAACP had organized and rewctivated college and youth
,mchapters in ‘he Sou~hern and border states 4ith the 1n‘"nt of promo ing
. direct-action campaigns.

Even with its varied program and ebrong financial aid the NAACP

‘wWas eclipsed 1n visible popularity by COBB andéNICK. That 18, bla0k8

, were actively protestingﬁonviolently and violently. CORE andﬁHICK played

major roles in initiating such actlon and in following yhorugh nith the plans,
. By 1962 SNICK had ceased to be ; coordiéﬁuor of college group; 1t was conmposed
of a staff of activisis and fleld representatives who stimulated action and
participated in it, SKRICK affiliates appealed mostly 10 the working-clmss

. people and the VOUth. " CORE joined .SNICK 1n technique and eppeal. In 1963

' CORE protesters in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and ll)e’troit dumped trash
,at citj?hallsmfo dramatlze the problems of the urban gﬁé££§;,~cese and‘sﬁICK
both recegnized'the ﬁigency of codditione 1n*the'N0rth;"BY“l96§sthey had

axtended operations to the urban ghetios there. By 1963 SNICK andbORE

3N



é wérééundergoihgitransitidnalvgrouing'ﬁains.'-They‘vacillatedfin their protest
7 staﬁée and within the organizations militants ranged from the far left to
close to the center.

In 1963 King still retained a position of primacy ‘in the ranks of
black leadersbip. However, King and SCLC were fggt losing influence over
SNICK andFORE. King stood in between the conservatism of the Urban League
and,the‘NAAcP on the right and the race chauvinism of the Black Huslims
on the left, ' SHICK and CORE had shifted more tovard the left, and King
was uhzble toTCheck this novement, By 1963 growing‘}ains5led;to growing
frustrations and 1mpa~ience. The failures'of nonviolent‘methods, the back~ -
lesh:of white: bigots, and the apathy:of the maaotijy of white moderates, all
contributed’ to an attitudinal change uoward3nonviolence.‘.Nonviqlence was :
t0 'be'used whéﬁe it worked, self-defenSe was to be eﬁployed’where it workded, -
and new methods vere to be tried,” "offending the white man kas‘pioving more
' effeétive‘ﬁhan bleasing hié?gAHalcolm9X's'wordé on King'and‘nonviolence in
1958 ‘reflected the feeling of SKICK and CORE. people in 19631

‘The uhite man supports Reverend Martin™
Luther King, subsidizes Reversnd Naruin :
“Iuther King, so that Reverend Martin Luther
King can continue to teach the Negroes to.
- be defenseless-~that's what you mean by - -~
‘nonviolent-~be defenseless in the face of
~one of the most cruel beasis that has ever ' -
‘iaken people into captivity--that's this =
-American white man, and they have proved it -
~throughout the country by the police dogs
and the police clubs,...Just as Uncle Tom,
back during slavery, used to keep the Ve- z,
groes from resisting the bloodhound or -
resisting the Klu XKlux Klan by teaching,them
“to love their enemies or pray for those who'-
use them despitefully, today Martin Luther

‘King is just a twentieth-century or Egdern
Uncle Tom or relizious Uncle Tom,sss

The aasasiuntion of President Kennedy in Hovember of 1963 impressed

even more strongly upon King the necessi ty to change the climate of ha»red
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in the’ Uniﬁed St ates which cultivated violent acts.”‘Kingiwisely feared the
potential of violence‘in the black community., The roots of discontent which
were budsjfrom 1960 fhfough:1963-were nurtured by the evenis of these years,
and,grewzinto £u1l~f1edg9d»frﬁits of . violetn protest from 196! vto'King's

assasinaticn*anﬁﬂaftér his assasination, -

By 1964 King recognized several important facts which shaped his

activities from 1964 through 1968, “'For yaars,'ﬂxing sa&é;”'l labored with
the ider of reforming the existing Ainstitutions ofnfhe‘sociéty, a little change
hére.‘a‘littléfchanﬁéfthere. Kow I feel quite differen ly. I think you've got
to have a reconstruction of the en ire soclety, a revolution of values, WL
King realized the urgent need to meet the demands of the problems of the Northern
ghettos an& of Northern segregation., The ghettos-needed massiva economic aid,
King reaffirmed his‘belief that the federal governmént ﬁeedéd'to act immediately
in the areas af vote* registration, housing, employment, and education, The
1960 Civil Rights Acthhad proven inadequate, and Xing stressed the need for a
new definitive'actu Above all, lie recognized the threat of impending violence
coming from the black community. The targets of the black revolution were
shiftingrfron Southern Junch’ counuers and polling booths to Northern ghettos
and: to black pecketbooks and btreakfast tables., The new targeis carried more
potential violence.  '

= King clearly identified the problem arsas and what needed to be done.
His nonviolent methods though were unable to bring about the changes. There~
fore, Kiﬁglﬁdé'unable to assert primary leadership over other organizations
leaders dﬁring‘the years from 1964 until his death in 1968, During these *
years King attempted to recover his diminlghing real power, The campaigns
w;re fallures in this respect, They exposed the new trénds of black revolt

and" brought new leaders to the forefront with whom King was forced to share

direction of the movement,



King began a cempaign in St. Augustine, ¥lorida in the spring of
1964, “ St. Augustine was almost a tdtally segregated cily, King and black
demonstrators waged stand-ins and marches. 'whi£e reaction in Si, Augustine
‘ranged frdmlarrests,‘police brutality, and harassment and beatings from the
‘white community while the police watched. King called‘St.,Augustine"'the
most lawless éomﬁﬁnity‘ihat we've ever worked in in the whole struggle over
the past few years.quz Appeals for federal interveation wﬁht unheeded, 1In
June 'a Birmingham type of agreeﬁent was affected, and King proclaimed victory.

The vietcy cry was premature, Conditions in St. Augustine did not
‘change. St. Augustine was a failure along the lines of Albany. King had
tﬁﬂderestiméiedfthe white power strugture in fhe city and the power of the
‘white terroists. If anything the Si. Augustine events had only appliéd pressure
‘on the legislature to pass the Civil Rights Bill of 1964 which 1t did on
July 2;’1964; ’This?§§£twas the'iOAg-awéited fruits of President John Kennedy's
“labors in 1963 and President Lyndon Baines Johnson's efforts in 1964,

By 1964 demonsirations had reached the point of diminishing
“returns. The?Soﬁfhyégéd nassive repression and white segrégationists inflicted
“terror within the black commnities 0 xeep blacks in their place, Only minimal
Goricesstors had been made In the North and the South, The ‘Ci.vill Rights Act
had ignored the crucial problems of employment and.housing.' Iﬁ:l964 black
unemployment hit the 1930'&epressioh level, The urban ghettos éeethed with
discontent, The failure in St, Augustine and the murder of three civil rights
vorkers in Miséiésippi"fed black anger;

* 'In 1964 riots broke out in Harlem, Rochester, Jersey City, Dixmoor,
iiliﬁoiS},Paté#;dh.”Neﬂ’Jersey, Cleveland, Chicago, an@fphiladelphia. King
spoke outﬁagégﬁét‘thélriots; bﬁt‘fhey convinced him of the necessity of a
‘ﬁéepei involvmcnt of ail blacks in the philosophy of nonviolence and of the

necessity of a successful campaign on his pert to prove the practicality of



nonviolencef;

In ﬂarch, 1965 King uurned to Selwa. Alabama to stage his campaign of
voter registration. The Givil Rights Bill of 1964 had proven inadequate in
Selma and in Oeher parts of the South. Blacks still did not exercise their

political potential dueleo whi te 1ntimidation and fear of economic reprisals,

'Voter revis»ra 1ons drives and workshops vere still a neceseity. On March 7

_King s 1ieutenante joined with SNICK'S‘John Lewis in leading a Selma-to-Mont-

gomery march %o proeest the sl&ying of Jimmie Lee Juckson. a black elvil
rights worker, and he arrests of almost one thousand demons»rators. The
protesters were brutally beaten hy staue troopers and sheriff's deputies as
they began eheir rek.. Reverend James neeb a white Unitarian minister,
died later 1n the hoenital. The meiga flashed the scene across a horrified
nation, an d thousands of symnathetic b acks and white° fushed to Selma,
Fric»ion arose between King and SNIGK‘S John Lewis and James Forman.

SNIGK accused King of chidkening out of the march because hb knew ahead of

time of the inuent of the officials. Fﬂrther compliaations arose when a federal

court 1njunﬂtion WaS i sued against the proposed march. Mili ants aented to
go ahead with the march~ King vacillated. SRKCK besan »o initia»e action

on its own, In order to rezni ve the novement Kinb joined ai h SNICK to»lead

k]

clergymen from all over the United Btates in defiance of uhﬂ 1njunction.

King led the marchers across Edmund Pettus Bridge right outside of SGIMA

and stopped fifty feet from ranke of armed state eroopers. The marchers

were aarned to turn back.‘ K*ng chose to urn the crowd around. This decision
wae a cos»ly one. Kinp had deserted the milit ants, and they in turn abandoned
King's theories and leadership. Hhen 1t Was later ﬂisclosed that King had

made a pre-merch agreemen with officials to cut it ehart, militants were

Enraged.

fs



5

King announced after the aborted zarchs

"At lea3uowaehad fo: aeﬁauo .the poin vwhererr; -
-the brutality: took~plnce._“And;ve made*it clear
-when. we got there that we were going to have

‘some form of protest and worship, I can agsure
you that somethinz haprened in Alabama that's
‘never happened before, When Negroes and whites -
can stand cn Highway 80 and have a mass meeting,
things aren't that bad ! B

“ijuuyt‘l ’ ...\.LL.LL... LS wdaV i, aF»

However, Eldridge Cleaver, sABNICK staff member, more &stutely o
“hgt happéned‘“ 

‘Ef tha.police had turned them bake by force, .
all those nuns, opriests, rabbis, prezchers, »nd
~distinguished ladlies and gentlemen old and young=
" as they had done the Hegroes a xeek earlier-the
. -violence and brutality of the sysiem would have
been ruthlessly emposed, Or, if, seeing King
. determined to lead them on to Montgomery, the
- _troopers had steppgd aside to avold precisely the
-confrontation that Washingion would not have. :
‘tolerated, it would have signaled the cauitulation
‘ jof the militant white South,WX o

Two weeks later uhe march was completed; but the campalsn had already bnen
lost, King had 1Qst much ground with the militants,

Selma's campaign had suéceédedyih:putting pressure on the President

and ‘on the legislature to execute a voting rights bill guaranteeing and proteciing

the Regroes' right to Qote. It uas passed in Augusf of 1965. King still
exercised much péwerzih g&ihingfaction.iroﬁ the Executive branch ofigovérn-
ment, Johnson had sent faderél troops to Selms to. protect the marchers, and
he had put pressure'bhcovernof Wallace to protect the msrchers. After the
brutal beating bf March 7 Johnson had spoken'to the nation about civil rights
1ike no other President before him
‘'4hat happened in Selma is part of a far
larger movement wh‘ch reaches into every
section and state of America, It is the
effort of American Negroes to secure for

themselves the full blessings of American
life.



‘Their cause must be our cause too, Be- -

‘cause it's not just Negroes, but really

“41's all of us, who must overcome the

scrippling legaqg of bigotry and injustice,

A#nd.we»shall :.:‘vercc‘nma.‘ﬁ‘ib
?henlxjngfnq lﬁngei_wag counted as a confidante of Johnsoﬁ'sjméuh of his power
diminished.

: _iTﬁeIWatﬁs riqt of the summer_of‘l965,threw up to King the despair \
and anger of blacks in the ghetto, ’Thesgzggbyle felt locked out of the Amaricaﬂh
Qream:and'powerless tq‘effect any change‘iﬁ their destinies, Dilapidated
housing.’thh rents, ungagiﬁaryycoﬁditions, poverfy, unemployment and violence
#aJa way of 1ife‘hadypuéhed blacks‘}g strike out against whitey's system.

Watts was the‘most destructive[qivil disorder.in the nation's peaéetimelhistory.
fen uhousand rioters had at tacked mhite motorists, burned autos, looted and
pu;ned businesses, and exchgnged shoB with the police, King sald after

atta-- | |

}The insistent guesiion is whether that
- movement will be violent or nonviolent....

in refering to the.lNegrorevoli in.the Northemn.ghetices.

,J‘§h1¢e Negroed in the South made history -
“with nonviolence, wrote King, those in the
Nortnern ghesttoes ha? %iun 'spontsneously
_ testing violence' and Zinding advocates who
“arsued persuasively that this was the on-y
”way to get results, The trouble with
violence, however, is that it can be crushed
by superior force, whife a truly large-scale
‘bonviolent march, without damage to persons
- or goecds, 'can draw as mcuh attention to thelir
A'griGVAnces as the outbreak ai Wattsd

King s next campaign moved north to the urben ghettoes to prove
'that nonviolence%stlll represented a viable theory and effective method,
In February of 1966 King moved into the slums on the dest Side'i{Chicago,

I1linois, This was the black ghetio where 7.6& of the 140,000 blacks were



without jobs‘iéﬁé‘khe:e‘BO& of:the,building‘were ove:,si$£y;years old and
in poor{:gpa;%,:fTﬁisnas the black ghet;o,ﬁhere)the poweﬁfﬁl political
machine .of Mayor Daley kept blacks_gn@qr:ébntrol and out of power, In sharing
qu:y‘daf‘l?fgfuith the people in the slums King cume td réalizée that inte-
gratedfbgthréoms.and reétaurants were totally irrelevant to,the>lives of blacks
trappedﬁ§n ghetto poveffy. King came to undersiand why nohviolence;ﬁas being
:ejecte& bykgraater;numbers of blacks, King'slgoals in Clicago involved improving
phevgconomiqipligh; of the ghetto masses and gaining political power for them
through nonviolent. methods,

ﬁing’s tactics in Chicago involved mass demonstrations and marches
and“negotiations‘with the city's power siructure, These tactlcs falled in

large part because of King's imability to unify the varicus organisation in

Chicago including affllictes Sf SNICK, CORE, Elie NAACP, and the Urben League,

:éiﬁg‘stilitantﬁgbts vere frequently opposed by black middle-class politicians
#hévwere alliédlﬁiég the city's power structure, and by conservatiive blacks,
y;lliém_L.anakson,’a tlack @ongressman from Illinois and "H.N.I.C. (Head
Kigger in Charge)" for Mayof Daley, mobilized blacke against King's efforts.
At one time biack clergymen demandsd that King get out of town, King'faced
pot‘just thfe»hig;try in Chicago, but white bigotry and corruption allied
with black corruption and greed¢ This oppeosition from within hurt King's efforis
considerably.‘ ' |

King's concillatory meacures were constantly challenged by the militants.
Members of SNICK and COBE‘Qréssed fbfvstronger'measures such as marches into
Cicero, an all-white weslthy feSideﬁtial arez outside of Chicago. For months,

iing and tﬁe'ﬁiiitants:exch&ngedzbitter aécusations against each other's methods,

é&ﬁally; the Cicero march was made by King and a minority of CORE members

snd local militants anid hostile whites throving bottles and rocks and the



protection of€20000'Naiional Guardsmen , King by this time had extracted a
settlementtgnomlsing apenuhousiﬂgaingﬂhicago. The 1mvl§nedtaticn of this
agreemént;#emgined{to be seen, Hilltants felt that they had been abandoned
again.»~3ut,h§§th;s time, they had lost Teith in Klng and his methods and
had not- ékpedte'dtvhim*ho do the job, |

‘»ﬁiiitanté'worked With King at'times, buty at thevsame time, they acted
on their an.‘King no longer controlled evenis, he articipated in them on
an equal basis withkother leaders, By 1966 radical leadership had taken over
the contrel of SKICK endCORF. Janes Farmer resigned his position as Executive
Director,iand in January'of 1966, Floyd McKissick was elecini to sudceed him,
McKissick launched upon a career of "fire—eating"bfavado to keep CORE and the:
civil rights novement in the headlines of the newspaper, He embraced black
power, but reﬁained active in-the Democratié political ﬁartygéfgﬁdﬁissicﬁidid
not reach as far left as SNICK's new chairman in 1966, Stokel& Carmichael,
Under Carmichael's leadership SKICK moved fartheraway from the theory of non-
violence toward a practical theory of power pollitics bicked up by violent acts,
Upon Carmichael's succession John Lewis severed his tles with SNICK affirming,

: v
‘I'm not prepared to give up my versonal comhiimrent to nonviolence.’

~Carmichael told blackss

fFor too many years, black Americans marched

and had their heads broken and got shot, They
vwere saying to ithe country,‘lLook, you guys are
supposed to be nice guys and we are only going
to do what we are supposed to do-why do you beai
us up,esssAfter years of this, we are al almost
the same point-becauéizwe demonstxrated from a
position of weakness.

He proposed to demonsuraue from a position of strength--black power, Carmichsel

po
popularized the exy of "51ack Power”. and militant organizations beCame participants

Wnot 1n the civil rights movement. but the black pswer movement., vBlack power
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had been built on the foundations that King had laid, It simply meant diSome

form of gléckVébntrOI in éoliiiés éﬁd in_economics. It could furiher be extended
%;?;ééhhblaCkiprids‘ﬁndlbiéckxseif-help. Cérﬁichael stretiched 14 to mean that
éiécksfcréaie’their bwn poiitical éarties. Carmichael‘gvléadership actibn
was céﬁféréa'around his;inci{ﬁentlof lccal groups o act, and his instilling
of black p*ide and arro"ance info the souls of blacks ulth his 1nf1amma»ory
rheuoric. |

Kiﬂgyﬁad drifted to Carpichael's and other miliitanis view of the -
%Ofla,‘but he could not accept their methods., The ever-widening gap vetween
Klﬁébghdﬁthe militants, and between the militmnis and the ..aszrvatives was
‘é§1éehced by events during the’ﬁerndith Harch in June of 1966, James Meredith
decided 10 mardh dcrocs: Mississippi toilackson to perk up black interes» during
the week of the primary election.' leredith was noandeu on his ' nay. Hauional
Ei#iltrights'leadérs ""shed to the Memphls hospital to plan strétegy for the
‘conﬁinu&tion of the FHarch, The rift beitween blgck moderaties anﬁrmilltants

could not be healed, Wilkins and Young urged a public statement citing specifie,

attainable goals. Carmichsel and McKissick wanted to tssueda frontal attack

“on the Southarh Establishment. The comprouise statement was signed by King,

Carmichéél. and NHcKissick, Wilkins and Young dropped cut of the narch, King,

'Caimichael and McKissick completed the'ﬁarch but tension ameng them remained.

ﬁ&ﬁissic? and Carmich ael objec»ed to white sympauhizers joining the Mer rchy

lKing 1nsisﬁ¢d‘on an integrated ¥arch, The real issue beiwsen Kiung and Car=

michael surfaced when the marchers reached Greenwood, Mississippi. Carmichael

mounted the plauform and cited out for "Black Powex +to the crowds who responded

enuhusiaavically. Carmichael had known of King's objecuions to the terﬂ

0

‘ﬁeiiater confessed to King, 'ﬁaf{in. I deliberately raised the issue here to

[T : ‘ - ]'
force you to take a siand for black powerfkéB Kinz replied,’ Ihave been used



‘l
beforei one more time will not hurt.'

But it did hurt. King 8 vhcillating stance on black power lost him
militant followers nhd embraced it and conaervauive follower who condemned
it, King in action and lang«;ua»:*e was ﬁctually embr‘ cing the black power theories,
except in their resort to violence. He was trying to combat the violent forces
‘unleas hed by Carnichael‘s csll for black power. King plannedia "Poor People's
Mar;h_qn EEES hington" for the S“riﬂm of 1968, The March was to be a proving
ground for qonviolenceg It was to show that thousands of blacks could demonstrate
'ncnvicl“ntly.‘ Bayard nusuin, chief’organizer of rrevious nmarches, advised
King against the effcrt, ‘ﬁé refuéed to participaie,in it feeling ihat‘King
no longer coula COnuIOl the nasses. | - | | |

The uruth of these feelings was eviuenccd by the increased-outbreaks
of viclepce in 1966 and 1957 all over »he country, especially in the North,
H. Rap Brown, Carmimhael's SUCCeS8Or a8 nationwl chairman of SNICK in 1967,
urged blacxs“'to wage ﬁuerilla warfare on the honky white man' 53 and they
'did. ‘Biots broke out in onver one hundrud citias and anarchy reigned in two
ci*ies for three d:;s. The 1967 riots were bloodlier, costller, and bigger
than any race riots iﬂ AmcrLca his OTY s
. Whilw Am~V1cA rarkﬁi hi»h violanc¢ Xing spoke out against the
violence at hone and the vzolnnce America was perpetrating ahread in the
'Viétnam dar.l Kin?'s cri icisms of Amer¢c;n involvaent in the war allied
him with milltarts. but alienA~ed him fron conserva tives and ucdsraues, and
even more 1mpof anu, from the federal government. Fresident Johnson uurned
his back on King once King joined the Peace Movement, King as early as
1966 had spoken out against the war, and in 1967 and 1968 he spoke at peace
rallies éc:oés the country. King's decision to join the Peace Movement in

‘the United States wzs called ths trayic 2ecisloan of his career.



Q!Tha tragedy', one moderate elder said,

'is not that King is going to the peace
dssue, but thal he's leaving civil rights,
Instead of providing the inspirational
leadership, the magnetiem, he's diverting
emergy and attentlion from the basic problems
of poverty and discrimination,  and How are
we going to denounce ‘fyndon Baines Johnson
one day and ‘ﬁg’naxb day ask him for money
for poverty. : ,

In Anril'of 1968 King took part in hia last campaign., He rushed to
Kemphis, Tennessee to suoport the cause of siriking garbage collectors which
had grown in a black movement. King stepped inio a highly volatile bituation.
\Local gangs of black youths were ready to initiate violent action, King
'believed that ‘bonviolence is on trial in Memphis.'52 He was unable to control
the marchers though as they fought back in self-defenge at first, and finally
as they strike out in retaliatory measures., On April &4, 1968 in the middle

of fhe ﬁemphis campalgn, King was assasinated,

‘I m worried to death. A man who hits the peak at twenty-seven
hasva,toughvjob ahead., People W1lx bﬂ exoecuing re to pull rabbits out
the. fm_t for the rest of my 15.fe.\3f$ King had made this statment in 1957
nafterﬂthe success of the Montgomery boycoti and his immediate rise to
prominenee in th ri ke of “1dck 1sﬁv~1 hip; Its truth couldinot be refuted.,
¥hen King failed to perform miracles or meet with success, blacks turned away
from his uheories and his methods, His real power faded dras»ically.
His symbolic meaning for blacks and whites never faded and never died, but

the nonvioleqt movezent as King wished it to be dled when he died,
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in this book and alao the methods of pro»est which they advocate,

Doctor King 8 Legacy ' cOmmonwewlth LXXXVIII (April, 1968), 125-6;

Adequste study on King's place in the black movement.

Franklin, John Hope and Isidore Starr, The Negro in Twentieth
Contury. America.. New York 1967. S ' e -

Franklin offera a fascinauing compilauion of newspaper and magazine

- articles, excerpis from books, speeches, and documents.concerned with

6..

the Negroes' struggles for social, cultural, educational and political
equality in the United States, Book two is exceedingly informative
about civil rights. organizations . and leaders during the fifties and
sixties and about white reaction to black gains during these years,
Book three contains deguments relating to legal cldarification

of black voting rights,

Galphin. ‘Bruce M¢, "Politica Future of Dr. King", Nauion, CXCIII
(September, 1961*), 177~180,

Galphin aralyzes the problems facing King, But faile to give the
reader any insight into how King can solve them or toward what

: direcoion King is heading.

7o

Halber trom, David. *The Second Coming of Mariin thher K&ng ’

' uargar's, CCXXXV (August, 1967), 39-51.

Excelleht analysis of the changes in King personally and the
loss of his popularity by 1967. Halbersiram discusses key
campaigns of King and King's fallure to make repe:sted gains,
He also gives a good siudy of King's entry into the peace
novement,




8. Lomax, Louls B., When the Woid 1s'Given. Cleveland, 1963,

A study of Malcolm X's place in the Black Muslim movement.
Important for its interviews between Malcolm X and the
author exposing Malcolm's theories on bluck revolution in |
the U,S. and his feelings coneerning other black leaders
and mnthods. o

9. Lomax, Lauis E.. “The’ Negro Revolt’ ‘Against the Negro Leaders" ‘
Harper! s, OXX {June, -1960), 41-48,

" Good -study of the clash between Wilkins and Ring and their
organizations during the early period of King's lezdership.

10, Rustin; Bayard§;’“B1ack Power’s Legacy", ﬂewsweek. (November 13{ 1972),

Rustin analyzes the failure of the civil rights movements of
the late six 1es,

11, "Speeches by Dr, Hartin Lut her Aing, Jr.. Hegzo HlsLory Bulletin,
. XXX—XXXI 22, ,

12, Tine, ”Man af the Year“ LYXXIII (January, 196“), '13-27.

Excellent discussion on King s acbievements and f“ilares
up to 1964. »

13, *The Americ -n Drean”, Negro History Bulleiin, xxx-xxx: (May, 1968),
: 30.15, .

%, Quarles. Benjamin.‘"Martin Luther King in Hiatory Hegfo History
Bulletin. XXE=XXXY (May, 1968}, 9.

15, “Hhich Hay for the Negro Now", Newsweek, LXIX (May. 1967), 27-3,

Excellent study of Whitney Young, Floyd ncKisssick, Roy Wilkins,
Stokely Carmichael, Bayard Rustin, and Martin Luther xing. and
their place in the black movement by 1967.



SECONDARY BOURCES

1. 3Bennet t, Lerone Jre, dWhat Manner of Man, Chicago;11968.

An excellent biography of King clearly showing his place in the
black movement in the United States, The author stresses inter-
pretation of events rather than facts., One weakness of the book
is 1ts fnilure to adequately discuss the last years of King's life
adzquately.,

2. Burns, Haywood ¥., The Voices of Negro Protesi In America, New
York, 1963.

Good study of black protest from its earliest beginnings through

the sixties, It adequately describes the changes within the civil
rights organizations and the gains made by the civil rights movement,
Its strength is its analysis of the student movement and the czhnges
it undergoes andrelation to King and black power,

3+ Davis, John P., The American Negro Reference Book, New Jersey, 1966,

Goed for general information concerning all phases of Negro 1ife

in the United States from colonial days through the middle sixties,
Sections on the Negro in American politics and the Negro protest
movesent give a chiseive ¥iew to the pericd which this paper studies,

%, Franklin, John Hope, From Slavery to Freedom, New York, 1969,

Recommended for general knowbedge and background information
concerning black affairs during the fifiies and sixties in the
OS.

5. Glenn, Norval D, and Charles M. Bonjean, Blacks in the United States.
California, 1969.

Recommended for general information on the historical and
sociological development of the black protest in America.

The book contains a wide variety of articles concerning various
aspects of race relations.in %

6. Lewls, David L., King, A Critical Biography, New York, 1970.

This blography of King is by far the most comprehensive and objective.
It describes the factusl events of King's life and interprets

them. Lewis uses magazine articles and newspaper:articles extensively.
His book is the best-documented of all the blographlies.

Te Lincoln,'Eric Cey Martin Luther King, Jr., New York, 1970,

A "biography of sorts”, Lincoln hag compiled several magazine articles
to stress King's major campalgns and analyze King's rise to power

and fall from power, His agcount is the most subjective of the
blographies, ' :
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