The Messenger

Volume 2003

Article 16
Issue 1 The Messenger, 2003 e

2003

Cloud-low BluegrassPortrait

Emily Kay Carson

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger
b Part of the Poetry Commons

Recommended Citation

Carson, Emily Kay (2003) "Cloud-low BluegrassPortrait," The Messenger: Vol. 2003: Iss. 1, Article 16.
Available at: http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2003/iss1/16

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Messenger by an

authorized administrator of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.


http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2003?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2003/iss1?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2003/iss1/16?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2003/iss1/16?utm_source=scholarship.richmond.edu%2Fmessenger%2Fvol2003%2Fiss1%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu

22

Cloud-low

Bluegrass Portrait

Out from under arches in Saint Louis
she echoes clear to the east,

standing in a wine-lit prairie expanse,
singular and urgent as a silhouette.

My old friend will not miss tomato season.

She uprooted and drifts now, pulled through
the sixth-month sex of the flatlands;

shy under brush blankets, the wildflowers low
and her dress, worn soft dog-eared like a violet
bellows everything should be homespun..

In summer sweat straw hair turns a pale autumn;
brown sticks like corn-wisps over eye corners
as she turns earth with heel and toe-nail teeth
where getting clean is easier than gripping water.

I broom dust out of my garage,
watch bag worms feed, motionless
suck a plumb to the pit to pass the dusk, beg

to extend her days in the bushes.

By Emily Kay Carson
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