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PREFLCE

-

repared as an oriinal research

e}

Thig paper ig
monograph in ﬁmefican History, In it the author has
tried %o give a true account of the schools in Loudoun
County, Virginia, from the earliest times up to the
present., In order to avoid excessive monotony, he his
divided the 65 years since 1870 in ten year periods,
with only such intermedizate material as was necessary
to bring in the most important henpenings. Llthough
inadeguacy of materizl was often encountered, tiie esnen-
tials of the story have all been include? so that this

is o fairly comnlete treatment.

The author is deeply indebted for the cooperation
and ascistonce rendered by Dr. Ralph C, leDanel, Ifr. Q.
L. Emerick, and liss Ruth M. Emerick. Materials heve
been gathered from the Virginie State Library, The
University of Virginis Library, and Superintendent Q, L.

tmerickts Cffice,

D.B.T.

University of Riehmond,
Moy 24, 1937,
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INTRODUCTICIN

Loudoun County is located in the extreme northern part
of the state of Virginia. It is bounded by Fauguier andl Trince
William Counties on the south, Fairfax County on the east, the
Potomac River on the north, and by Clarke County and VWest Vir-
ginia on the west, ILoudoun is one of the largest and richest
counties in the state, containing some 519 square miles of
good farming land., That land is typical of the Piedmont sec-
tion of Virginia, somewhat rolling and perticularily suited to
agriculture. This area was a portion of the original six mile-
lion aeres, lying bétween the Rappehannock and Potomac Rivers,
granted by King Cherles II of England to six nobles, after-
ward kno'n as the Pairfax petent. Settlers probably first
appeared in this section betwecen 1725 and 1730. These settlers
were made up of three general groups., First, in 1726, care
ploneers from Eastern Virginia of English Cavalier stock who
located eastkof the Cotoetin Yountains. They are responsible
for first introtucing and fostering slavery. Then from Penn-
sylvanis , Hew Jersey and Maryland came people of Germen,
Irish, Scotch-Irish, Scdtch, and Dutch origin to settle wesh
of the Catoctin Mountains. They were hearty, rugged, God-fear-
ing peoples ard 1%t is probably more to their thrift and indus-
try than anything else thot real progress has been made in
the County. Definite groups of Quakers or Friends, descen-

dents of these people, still remin today at Waterford and
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Lincoln, It was in these localities thrt some of the earliest
public schools were established. The third group of settlers
was composed of refusees who, after Braddock's defeat in 1755,
'came buek out of the Valley of Virginia to less hazardous terri-
tory. They established themselves mainly in the region south
of the end of the Short Hills,in the northern part of the

Count y.

Throughodt most of the settlement period, presenmt day
Toudoun County was still a part of the Fairfax graﬁt. In
1757 on May second, an Act of the Virginia House of Burgesses
created Loudoun County as a distinct geogravhical unit. The
County was nsmed for the Lord of Loudoun, a representative
peer of Scotland. He had been appointed Captain-general amd
Governor-in-chief of the province of Virginia, arm Commender-
in-chief of the British llilitary forces in the colonies during

the French and Indian War, about 1756.%

Edueation among the early settlers was limited to a few
months attendance at some private school, such as then existed
in parts of Virginia, or to training in the home, Few people
wdvanced further tlhan this, for those were truly the days of
the three "r's," A schoolmaster would c:unvass the community,
"soliciting pupils at $1.00 to $é.50 per month, furnish his owm
books and comduct a school. The settlers themselves were not

wholy at fault for such a poor educational set up. They had

l. Po A. Deck and Henry Heaton, An Economic and Social Survey
of Loudoun County, pa-—e 9.




a high appreciation of the advuntages which accompany educa-
tion and a deep desire to imﬁrove themselves and offer better
advantazes to their children, but other affairs took all their
energy. They had land to clear, crops to cultivate, families
to feed and wars tovfight so that it was some time before they
could get around to education, and the, when they Aid they were
interrupted reneatedly. The Revolutionary Wer ard then the |
business of helping to build a Haticnal, State and County govern-
ment took their time. The stabhilizing influence of the uew
govermment bYrougnt prosperity and with it interest in the cause
of education. Then as matfers were settled down, the War of
1312 broke cut, in which the capital of the United Sta*sg was
moved to Leesburg (Loudoun's largest town) for a brief period.z
Next the Mexican War and then the disasterous Civil War com-
pletely wrecked the County. Although Balls Bluff was the only
real battle, there were isnumerable skirmishes, cavalry engage-
ments, much guerrilla warfare and many armies encamped in the
territory. Mosby's Rangers were the nost famous of Loudoun's
Military bands. Thus crops, business and buildings were des-
royed, food supplies demolished arnd many men killed. 4long
with these tracedies much necessity and want was felt among
those who stayed at home to try to raise whot crops they could.
It has been estimated thet this conflﬁct set Loudoun educction

back some twenty-five yeurs.

2. This incident occurred when the National Capitol at Washingiton
was endangered by British forces., Rooks and pupers, including
the Federal Corstitution and the Decluration of Indevenience
were hastily packed in bags and loaded in wagons and moved
first to Georgetown and then to Leesburg where they were
kept locked up for several deys until the British Army had
gone to Baltimore. There is some disoute s to where these
documents were cctua” ly stored. For further discussion see
Deck and Heaton, op. cit. p. 16.




EARLY PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Since its settlement beginning in 1726, Loudoun County
like most Southern localities has been unfavorably sibtus ted
for public education. Those people who were eduweationally
inclined provided education for their children by private tutors
or by serd ing them away to boarding academies or to England.
Advantages were so poor for the masses that by the time of the
Civil Var they had made practically no gdvances from pre-Revo-
lutionary conditions. 3Besides there was the helpless negro po-
population wnich,received-only a minimum of education. Thomas
Jefferson advocated a plan of primary schools for these more
unf ortuwiate ones in 1318 but the legislation was ineffective and
nothing tangible ever resulted. Any suggestion of public free
education was very unpopular. The poor would not help thenselves
because they didn't want to become charges of the state and
the more "well-to-do"™ classes refused to cooperate on the
ground thet free schools were only for those who couldn't afford
to educate theirownchildren.z People had not yet been educated
to publie education. This sad state of affairs is partly to
blame for the fact that prior to the Civil War only one-half of
the white children were reached by education amd they composed
only one-third of the school age population, the other two-thirds

being colored children,

During this period, 1800 to 1860, generally speaking, most

0f those children who received formal education, did so, by vir-

3. C. J., Heatwole, A History of Education in Virgina, pege 210,




tue of the advent of the Lcademy. These years include the time
when the academy type of school wis 1n vogue wggé-the various
states up and down the east coast. Loudoun, wite fittingly,
had its crop of these private schools, The Leeshurg Academy
heads the list as the earliest and most famous academy in Lou-
doun County. An 0ld record found in the Clerk's office of the
County and dated on the 17th of April, 1779, which is an order
of the old county court,gives the following interesting infor-
mation. "Upon the representation of the inhabitants of the
Town of Leesburg for leave to build a school house on the Court
House lot, it is ordered that forty square feet of land, on the
soutlwest of said lot be appropriated for thet purpose,” Ls
far as the records go no build ing was erected there, ard this
conclusion is further verified from the fact thot none of the old
pictures of the town show a building situ&ted‘at the point, or
at any other point on the original Couwt House Yard lot. It

is presumed that the project was abandoned.®

Asg time went on a need was felt for a school in Leesburg
because of the emtire lack of suitable schools and edugatiorel
establishments and ins truetion outside of the cities. Thus,
twenty years efter the first attempt in 1799, a charter was se-
cured from the General Agssembly of Virginia for what was known
a8 the Leesburg Academy. The records show that this acadeny
was established in a small brick>sohool house near the center
of the lot upon whicnh the present Leesburg High Schnool stands.

The 0ld academy lot had embraced only a part of ths new lot,

4, William C, Hall, History of TLeesburg School.




For some reason this schecol was later temporarily abandoned.

About 1835, the University of Virginia began a campaign
for the establishment of schools for preparing young men Ifor
collége. This institution sent out some of her most distiﬁ—
guished professors, emong the~, Dr, MecGuffy, the famous com-
piler of the famous renders, who came to Leesburg and aroused
such enthusiasm that a new bﬁilding, now the Clerk's office was
erectbed ot the southeastern end of what is now & part of the
Court House Yard. This bullding was completed in 1844 and pa
for with funds raised largely by the holding of a lottery. It
was deemed sulficient for educational purposes until 1372, in
which year it was sold to Loudoun County to be used as & Clerk's
office. A lot on the corner of Wirt and North Streets, which
also included the original Leesburg Academy lot was then pur-
chased from the late Henry T. Harrison for the education of
the white youth of Leesburg.’ The funds from the szle of the
cld academy were bturned over to a Board of Trustees and in
1875 a new academy was completed, It was ovend the following

yeocr as a boarding school for boys,5

Before continuing t?\oﬁler academies in Leesburg and other
parts of the County 1etg‘;ﬁrry this school through to the build-
ing of the present modern Leesburg High School Building. In
1870, a public schnool had been organized and was corducted in
two buildings on the %ood Schocl lot on Royal Street, These

buildings caught fire and were burned to the ground in Februar

of 1893, The classes were then held in the 0ld Loudoun Hoitel

5, Ibid.




while a new six room building was heing erected., This sare
building continued to be used until it was torn down for the

erection of the present btuilding.®

The agitation for a new building began in 1914 and at
that time the first obstacle was the question of the owner-
ship of the lot. Txumination of the records showed tie bitle
. to the present lot to be in the name of the Trustees of the
Leesburg Academy of vhich Mr., Co P, Janney was the only sur-
vivor. Through the institution of a suit the lot was trans-
ferred by a deed from Mr,., Janney to the scnool authorities

of Leesburg Town School Distrie’ on December 30th, 1914,7

The spring of 1916 saw the movement for 2 new school
building take definite shape., Upon application to the Circuit
Court for Loudoun County on April 18, 1916, the Court as by
law proVided, ordered a special election for a boé@d issue
of £30,000.,00 on May 20, 1916 and this issue was carried by
the people by a vote of 175 to 54, But on August 22, in a
suit which had been filed, the Court granted an injuction
restraining the extension of the tax necessary to provide for
the retiremant of the bonds, the interest){ upon them and the
maintenance of the proposed schooi. The Constitution of Vir-
ginia in Section 136 limited the total amount of County and
District school taxes to fifty cents on the hundred dollars,
Faturally those interested'in the new building were dismayed

at this situztion, but there” zeal could not be suppressed.

6o Mo
7. 1bid.



Immediately they began steps toward the amendment of the

Constitution.

The amendment was passed by the General Assenmbly in 1920
and was approved by the people in the regular I'ovember clec~
tion of the same yecr., Ordinarily it would have heen neces-
sary to wait another twb years for the proposed amendment,
but the urgency of the situation was such thot a special

bill was passed to make it effective then.

The way now seemed clear for a new school building, and
upon appiieation to the Circuilt Court on February lsth, 1921,
the Court as by law provided, ordered a special election for
& bond issue of $78,000,00. In the election held on lMarch
drd, 1921, the bond issue was carried by a vote of 290 to 69.8
Construction on the new building was begun right away an

a beautiful new structure was erected. This building leter

burned down and was repleced by the present sitructure,

Going back to the point of depantﬁre,we see tlmt there
were other academies in Loudoun from time to time. In 1834,
Leesburg alone had six schools. Three boys and three girls
schools. The other two boys schools were English scadenies
in contrast to the older Latin schools. Two of the girls
schools also obtained renown.9 Other villages in di fferent
ports of the County had their academies also. Near Hughs-
Vville there was the Franklin Taylor School of the Society

of Friends (Quakers), which ran from 1825 to 1860, ALt

8o Ibid. The increase in the number of voting and the ma jority
was due to the right of womeh to vote, acguired in 1919,

9. A, J, Morrison, The Beginnings of Public Fducation in Vir-
ginia, page 130. There seems to be & very little furTher in-
formation about these schools as no records or more definite
accounts seem to exist,.
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Middleburg on the southerh edge of the couty, William
Willismsom conducted the Middlebury School from 1805 to 1836,
The Quakers alSo‘had a school at Waterford, from 1800 until
the Civil Var, Hillsboro had its Hillsborough Acadeny, from
1845 to 1855 anmd there was also the Reverend Ben Bridges'
School in Broad Run District (1845-1860).:°

After the Civil Var,eduvcation of all kinds was at a
very low ebb in Loudoun as in most parts of Virginia and
the Souvth. Illiteracy was appalling among all classes,
both white and colored. Turthermore the Var had played
havoe with the County's resources. Property values were
greatly diminished und people couldn't afford tb be taxed
for schools or anything else. They had to devote every
effort to reconstruction so that for o time (1861-1870)
Loudoun had practically no schools of any kind. dcademies
had passed by the way and nothing had been found to replace

them,

THE INTRODUCTION CF PUBLIC T'REE SCHOOLS

Virginia, in order to comply with the Federal law, had
to draw up and adopt a new constitution before readmission
to the union., This new constitution contained the first pro-
visions for a complete system of public education. Virginia
adopted the constitution in July 6, 1869 armd Congress passed
-an Let admitting Virginia into the Union in 1870. That act

provided that "the constitution of Virginia shall never be

10, Ibid. page 173.
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so amended, or changed as to deprive any citizen, or clacs
of citizens of the United States of the school rights and

priviliges secured by the constitution of the said state."ll

Immediately Loudoun was faced with the provlem of raising
funds for schools in the face of the opuosition of many pro-
minent people., These people who opposed the new school sys-
tem, and opposed it with determination, were in most cases
educated and refined. They regarded it s an brganization
to promote the interesits and to elasvate the conditions of the
negroes and the lower class whites et the expense of the pro-
perty owners. The character and level of these schools
ﬁas not at all whet it should have been and their attitude
wes somewnat Justified because of the poorness of the accomo-
dations. They were probably glad to be excluded from them.
These schools were in fact attended only by those who could
not afford to make better »nrovisions for their cnhillren.

Much to the regret of the school trustees the limited funds
prevented the employment of competent and experienced teachers,
Teacher gualifications had to be fixed very low, on account

of the poor salaries., Although no records exist as to the
dates of the actual foundings of these early publiec schools,
by referring to the deeds to school property, we can see where
real estr-te was first purchnsed ard assure thet the =zstablish-
ment of schools has some degree of correlation to the purchase
0f the property. The earliest bf these school deeds is dated
January drd, 1868. In it, five white men acting as sgents

purchased one fourth acre of land for the purpose of erec—

11, Heatwole, Qp. Cit. page 214.
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ting a house for colored children in Waterford and viecinity
for school and church purposes.lz The provision to use the
school property for religious purposes was doubtless not only
for economy but especially to appease amd try to get the
approval of those opponents of public education, The fact
thet negro publie schools were the first established “ends
some ground to the thesis of those property holding opponents
of edueation, since practiecally no negroes owned taxable

property.

Closely following this, other property was btought Ifor
gchools and divine worship, but this property wes slo for
the colored populction. On December 22, 1871, land was pur-
chased in Broad Run Distriet for the Conklin Colored School.15
This property was bought for‘$1.00 and "when the free school
system shall cease to be or the land ahandoned as a school
site™ it was to revert back to the granter (Horace Ldee) or
his heirs. Iand was also purchased at Lincoln for & negro
school, this in 1872, Here we see tmt negro education was
getting an eérly start in Loudoun in spite of the fight a-
gainst it put up by meny of the better vhite citizens. This

ely to the strong

- o
o

wes duz lar desire of the colored people
for education, of vhich they had so little. Tney had re-

cently been slaves amd were now determined to better them-

12, Deeds, puge 10. The property was sold by Rueben E, and
Rechel Scnooly for $75. The a~ents were, Jonathan Can-
nady, Matthew Harvey, Alfred Craven, Henson Young ani
Daniel Webster Minor of Loudoun County snd Virginias. The
language of this and other deeds is extremely interesting
in the method of locating the boundaries of the land. ILines
frequently ran to certain trees, roads, rocks, etc.

18, Ibid. page 27. Still in use, see Appendix I,
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selves. We even see that they were more liberal in their
contributions than the vhites in proportion to their means.
Many of them were willing to make sacrifices to accomplish

their object. Their funds, however, were supplemented by
14

o

taxes anml white donations.,

Property for white schools was bought in the next few
years in several places. To be specific at Hillsboro in 1874,
Merble wuarry, 1875, Brooklyn, 1876, Coel Spring aml St. Louis
in 1877, Waterford, Sterling and Lincoln in 1879 and at Rock
Hill in 1880, 3But don't be misled., Public schools for the
education of white children were gtarted before the above
dates., As seen above a public school was sbtarted in Leesburg
in 1870 in which fairly good teachers were employed. This’
school was started off on & fairly high plaiﬂ so that nearly
every one in th-t community patronized it., The Leesburg
graded school énrolled 143 pupils, 71% of 101 of vhich atten-
ded regulerly. John W, Wood was the principal of this first
white public school andl was assisted by two other teachers.
The Peabody Fund supplied $360.00 of the money necessary to
run it, the rest being contributed by local citizens., The
hign standard of the school is well ;Lllustrated by the fact

that it m™mn for ten months.15

Thus something of a precedent
was set aml the success of this schcol influenced many other
localities to try similaxr nrojects. Liberal contributions
helped in various townships and new plans were drawn up SO

thaet now the horizon seemed brighter for the new school sys-

tem,

14, Virginia Sechool Report, 1872, page 38.
15, Virginia School Report, 1871, mge 192,
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Meanwhile, other schools had been established in all
parts of the County under the supervision of John W, Wildman,
the'County Superintendent. Although only officially employed
for 100 days, Mr, Wildman by much hard work made real progress.
At the close of 1872, after three years of prolific work he
had some 55 schools in operation. Some of these were, however,
very poorly housed and eqguiped, only 44 of them having siza-
ble grounds, 24 with good furniture, 4 had wall maps and only
2 Math Charts, Six buildings were actwlly unfit for use.
In spite of these defects, I think the man had performed won-
ders, starting from nothing, against much opposition amd with
very little money available to work with., Improvements were
being made’all the while just as fast as funds would permit.
Under Superintendent Wildman teachers institutions anmd educa-
ticnal meetinés were started,16 only prescribed text books were
used, records were kept of distriet and county school meetings,
teacher standards gradually raised, and plens made for erec-
ting new buildings. Actual figures on pupils and teachers will
help in getting a further idea of conditions by the end of
1872, and the preceding years. There were 60 teachers employed
in 55 schools, 52 of them in the 46 white schools and the other
in 9 colored schools. This shows us that practically all of
Loudoun's schools as of thz t date were one room affairs, The
teachers were approximately two-thirds men, who received the
unbelievably small sum salary of $33.29. Women's salaries were

slightly lower ($28.18). But how many pupils did these teachers

16. The first teachers institute was held at Leesburg in August,
1872 for interchange of views am opinions. At the next
one held in January, 1873, am outside speaker was obtained.

i
- v
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have to teach? The average daily atterdance totaled 1615 pu-
pils or only 23% of the school populstion of 6877, Of these
6877 only 3210 or 46% were enrolled end by compzrison we'nthet
one-half of the enrollment absented themselves most of the time,L7
This mey have been all rignht for a stert, but vast improve-

ment was needed. Tunds, and they were scarce, were being

wasted by the pupils themselves or as often was the c:.se by their
parents.ls ‘These parents needed to be educated to the neces-

sity of sending their children to school instead of having

them out or keeping them at home to help with the farm work,

In the next few years Superintendent Wildman gives some
hints as to public opinion conecerning schools in Loudoun in
his reports to State Superintendent W, H., Ruffner, His 1873
reports say thet the opvosition that was so strong at first
is gradually subsiding and the.t private schools are dimi-
nishing. Parallel with this trend people are patronizing
the public schools more generally. The county people, how-
ever, could not reconcile the transfer of state funds to
other countieé for educational purposes. They suggeqjﬁg@ the
simple and n~tural remedy of a generuzl poll-tax to remove
tiet evil and also t0 equalize the burden of taxation. Ve
know of course that such a tax when tried was rather unsa-
tisfuctory although it is still in force. This was, no
doubt, an effort on the part of property holders to force
non-property holding negroes to share in the burden of sup-

porting the schools. The next yecr My, Wildman thinks people

17, Virginia School Report, 1872, pases 118,135,

18, Tbvid. page 1o4, School tax levy, page 415, total spent for
public educetion, $21,855.95, total paid to teachers,8l2,-
992 .50.
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are manifesting a disposition to cooperate more fully

with school officers in developing anlcarrying out plans

for improving the character of the schools and in increas-
ing their usefulness. This emnge in spirt wos accompa-

neid by an increased willingness on the part of these folks
to contribute funds for school buildings and for extending
the length of the school term. (In 1872, it had been only
6.98 months per yecr). Paralleled by improvements in the
teaching force, steady progress was now being made, but

there always seemed to be something to directly hinder ad-
vancement. The civil rights bill passed at this time served
to slow up the new willingness to0 cooperate. The Loudoun
people resented this measure and some even felt that such
hindrances of their freedom were directly opposed to their
interests. Progress could not be mzde under these or other
molestations. MNevertheless, in these first few years of the
new school system numerous school houses had been erected.
They were well arranged, ventilated, convenient and substan-
tial so thet by 1874 the school board was hopeful of supply-
ing the entire County with good school houses, Iater on in
1874 the State Department of Education suggested dividing the
County schocl districts into sub-districts. The matter was
duly brought up and discussed by the County scheool beard, Wt
they defeated the measure as theyrcould find very few, if any
advahtagﬁs far them., Superintendent Wildman reports in 1876
that miny aigher class citizens of the County have become hos-
tile to the free schools because they themselves derive no

direct benefit from the school tax. This was a very selfish,
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narrow-minded attitude and one tha t should not exist among
thinking people, btut when people ~:t such notions it is very
hard to dislodge them., They simply turn stubborn. In this ease
they even exercised tieir influence in exciting the prejudices
f the ignorant and encouraged resistaunce to any prosressive
movemcnt, This spirit had evidenced itself for several years
until by the time of this revnort it had aboub wern itself out,

P

so that now, except for a few cases of animosity, things were

kb

working wi th ¢ fair desree of harmony end prosperity. Feople
“hove finally come arcund to recognize thc value of public schools.,
In fact, the public schools, by this time, were vractically the

only institutions of leamning in operation.

THE TIRST DECADE IS ZTI1E
The cloce of 1880 saw the school officials in Loudoun

’

viewing the situation very opbtimistically., Lfter ten years
of struggle, thinzs were then definitely on the upgrade., Deo-
ple of all classes both vlack ord wnite hud begun to gencral 1y

appreciate the advantages offcred by public scnocls., Every-

-

- -

one was willine and anxiocus .cont rivite in extending the
school term b-;.,r employin. the reguler teachers after the close
of the rsgular term. In just one yer (1379-1330) patrons

ave £800,00 for the buildineg of o school house in I7t, Gilezd
Dis trict am $300,00 was contributed in Leesdurg District‘. AlL

the pmtrons seeped to be willing to sacrifice to keep their

children in scunool., In this the colored population wa. egual-

1y enxious %to cooverate and were cven moreliberal in their

g1fts in proportion t their meons., They lave come to regaxd

BN

the edvcation of $ieir cnildren as ol utnmost importence and in
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accordance with this belief they miss no opportunity to help.
Despite the interest of their parents, the colored children
showed & tendeecy to be lacking in industry and their moral

standard was at a vexyy low ebb.

Superintendent Wildman's report for 1880 shows tlet Lou-
doun had 85 teazchers employed in 81 schools, as comparcd with
60 in 55 schools eight years before., Of these, 69 were working
in 63 white schools and 16 were in 18 negro schools, and we
see a larger proportion of men teachers. In white schools there
were 49 men to 20 women and only one female negro teacher. o
Thus we observe the number of schools to be on the increase.
This would not seem esvecinlly encouraging today, in the era of
consolidated schools, but back in 1880 conditions were some-
what different. The means of transportation neve been revolu-
tionized since tilet date, only 50 years ago. Today we have
the pupils go to senool in large fast trucks, but in 1880
before aut o-busses ard improved rural roads the schools them-
selves had to be scattered out within walking distonce of the
pupils homes or they did not get to school at all. By this
increased nﬁmber of schools, education was made available to
a correspondingly increased number of schoolable children, in

fact, over 1800 men pupils were now enrolled while the actual

school population was only increased some 800,20 The division

19, Virginia School Report, 1880, page 30,

20, Ibid. pege 17. School Population in 1880,
white male 2908 colored male 1487
white female 2825 colored female 1459
Total 5723 Total 2924

Total female school population = 4284
Total male school popul-tion = 4395

Total school populution = 8657
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the sexes of school age was almost equal among both the whites
ard negroes, there veing a few more boys than.girls; The toml
excess of .boys in both races together was approximately one
hundred. Of these children, 5643 per cent of the white children
am 37.1 per cent of the colored children were enrolled in
school, but the daily attendance was only 53.1 per cent and 21.2
per cent respectively. That is 1200 more were enrolled and 900
more gencrally attended classes regularly than eight yeors
earlier.zl The se low percentages don't appear at all favorable
at first glance, but similar and generally worse conditions

existed all over Virginia and the South at this. time.

Wnen the number of chools in tle County is comprred with
the number of teachers we &t once perceive thet almost all of
these scattered schools had only one teacher, and one room.
T™his was necessitated by the rural conditions, but in several
towns graded schools had been established, thus offering much
better advantages., We have alresady dealt at some length with
the Leesburg school, the earliest of these o5 By 1880 there were
five sueh schools, all modeled somewlat after the school.in
Leesburg, énrolling a total of 590 pupils. At DTeesburg the
white graded school had five teachers, 187 pupils enrolled
ard 150 attending regularly for a school term of ten months.25
Thomas Williamson wes their prineipal. It is quite significam,
the.t the second lorgest graded school in the County, also at

Leesburg, was for negro children. This shool under prineipal

D. S5, Payne enrolled 1Ilpupils, with an average daily atten-

2l, Ibid, Page 27.
22, Supra. page 15,
23+ Virginia School Report, 1880, page 35.
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dance of 74 for eight months.®4 The term for negro schools in
Loudoun has always been slightly shorter than the white term.
From this we see tlmt there is not only real interest in edu-
cation among the colored people of Loudoun, but that the white
folks are also éupporting the negroes in their efforts to get
an edueati on. The school board has taken a great step forward
in providing e graded school for the colored children, thus
offering them educational advantages on a par with the white
children of the County. The othsr graded schools were at

Lincoln, aterford am Hillsboro.25

Again let us ston and trace through the histery of one par-
ticular school as something of an example of & graded school.
For this I have selected the Purcellville school which remains
a graded school even today, but is one of the best in Loudoun,
The first publiec school in Furcellville was established in 1884,
Mr, Joseph Dillon gave the land, and a one room building which
resembled a box-car, This house was used for fourteen
years. Tnen in 1898 the school board erected tie first two
rooms of & new building several d ocors dom the same street,

The new 1oﬁ was sccequired by a trade of the old build ing and
lot with r., Dillon for the new site and one hundred dollars,
In this building en edditional room was first rpovided in 1903
by a partition across one rom. This proved unsatisfactory

and en outside addit ion of one room was built in 1910. The

84, Virginia School Report, 1880, pase 35.
25, Ibid.

School Princi pal No. teachers enrocll., Av. Atten. Term
Lincolne..deSe VilSONees s reeesoBecesnnesel0beiieeeead9ec....5 mo,
Waterford.Lucius HardyeseeeooeeBecevseesed08einne-y . 79:0....7 mo,
Hillsboro,.George ShoOWeTrseesseosBossssssoseeBlesssesosdTeassss? MO,
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fourth teacher was accomodsted by +the use of the 0ld Gaver
cottage on the Bush Meeting grounds (the adjoining property)
for one or two years and then the fourth room was huilt in

191726

The efforts to get the present new building covered a
period of several years.‘ The site of five and one-half acres
was purchased from J.S, Dillon for $2500 upon the reccmmende-
tion of a srecial committee. The town contributed $750.00
of this amount. The funds for the Wwilding wvere secured by
a loan authorized by a Special Act of the General Assembly which
wag approved in March, 1922, The actual cost of the bhuilding as
contracted for bty the school board w.s £18,652.50,27 The town
authorities cooperated eommendably with the school authorities
in that they opened a street at the north side of the lot and
built & walk along this =nd the street leading north from the

school pronerty.

The school has shown & steady and rapid growth with only
a few baclkt elides. It was a cne teadhier school from 1394 to
1910, excer?t in 1902-0% when there were three teachers. During
1910 to 1916 it again was a three teacher school, a four teacher
school from 1916 to 1923 and at least a five teacher school

28

since then, At present there are seven teachers and a new au-

ditorium has been erected within the last year.

Parallel to the growth of scnhools ami the increased school

26, Historical Sketch of Purcellville School, page 1.

R7., Mo e ge Zo
28, Tbid. p=oes 3,4, am 5.
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enrollment, was the growth of school expenditures. WVhereas a
total of $21,455.95 was spemt for school purposes in 1372, the
yenr 1880 saw the amount inereased to $28,646.,16., Of this sum
$8,990.40 was received from the state, $12,513.17 from County
funds, $3,536,50 from Dis trict funds and $10,381.71 was left
over from the year before. Teachcrs received a major portion
of this money, a sum of #18,331.85 or an average of sligzhtly

12
over $30.00 per month, Nearly $8,000.00 was spent on buildings.“g

Some authorities tell us that the work of the superinten-
dent, or the amount of supervision in a particular locality is a
very good index to the quality of thet localities chool sys-
tern., Back in 1870, the superintendent was officially emnloye?
109 days during vihich time he fraveled 350 miles, wrote
100 letters, licensed 60 teachers, and mede 64 visits to schools.
In 1880 we see him (Mr, Wiidman was still in office) officially
employed longer and doing much more work. He was now hired
for 160 days, traveled 500 miles, wrote 200 letters, licen-
sed 92 teachers, made 119 visits tb schocls (omitting none)
and attended fourteen school board meetings.go A comparison of
these figures, also, seem to indicate that this first decade
of public school in Loudoun was & successful one, Progress was
being mede and the schoeols now appeared to be a pernanent mrt
of the County governmentzl functions. Heatwole scems to think
that by this time the real critical period for the public schools

was past. TFor a number of yecrs people all over Virginia opvnosed

29, Virginia School Report, 1880, page 41.

30, Ibid. pace 88. His salary of $520,00 came wholly from state
funds as the County apparently thought it unwise to spend
its money on supervision.
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public schocls on the ground that education for all was not a
function of the government. Instead they held to the ancient
view thrt such training come within the scope of the home as an
individual responsibility. These people must feel that the pu-
blic schools of 1937 have totally surplented the home and its
functions. These enemies of the public school system met State
Superintendent of Public Imstruction Ruffner amd his supporters
in a "show down" in the election of 1879. Very happily for
succeeding generations Superintendent Ruffner came out victorious
a8 the people sent & majority of the legisliticn to Richmond
pledzed to save the school sysbem for which they had worked so

herd and faithfully.

The first decade of publie schools in Loudoun was now ended
and with it Superintendent John W, Wildman ended his term of
office. In this period from 1871 to 1880 he hod been the suid-
ing spirit for education in Loudoun County and to him is due
in a large measure the credit for any success that was achieved
during this Tir.t ten ye.rs. His wau the most &dfficult job
of getting the whole thing started, of fighting adverse public
opinion, raising funds and soliciting public cooperation. This
was a tremendous assignment, but as the records show he acquit-
ted himself well. He turned in a good piece of work, starting
from "serateh" to build a school system at a time when econo-

- miceX and finsncial conditions were very poor and pussing over
to his successor a system on & par with the best in Virginia,

To him Loudoun owes a debt of deep gratitude for a schoolbsys—
tem well sturted, a zcod foundation, a start on the highway to
‘really good schools. His spirit has been carried on, and today

it has developed into a very efficient organ of the school Systan.01

31, Heatwole,gE ~it. page 225,
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Mre L. 1. Shumate°2 followed I'r. Wildmen as superin-

tendent in 1881 and held the oflffice T only tw ycars,

-
&
oo

However, he coanp cl later to be Superintendent a-ain,

this time from 1.86 to 1909, Between llr, Shumate-two terms

-~ 5 | )

of office, Mr. W. G, Giddings, on ex-headmaster of thc old
Leesburg acadeny, was in cherge. From 190° to 1917, ', Ve
G. Dénmondson wag Superintenient and since 1917 ITx, 0, L.

Emerick hos 1 the pos ition,.

Up to this tirme all the public scunool work in Loudoun
wosg in the elementary srades. Zrivate schools cnd tubors
had supplemcnted ypublic elementary schoole cnd furnished
studies on the nigh school level. The civil ver extermi-
neted most of these scnools so the £ by 1880 we find only
about 200 stulents educared by private institubtions, CFf
these we find 55 boys and 105 girls were nupils in private
elementary sdooles cnd 31 Twys and 23 zirls in yrivate

hish schools.éé By 1384 private schools in Loudoun had

-
‘.

died out envirely. This

[©]

elt an wnfilled gy in the educa-
vional sy~tem. Ilost of the more able citizens seut their
children away o scnools tiet offered both high school end
college work bub theirsiwusg o definite need for suca work
locally. 4s a result some of the tcachers in the elementary
schools beran to offer hiigh schocl work in the ir spare time
or even dwrins schocl nours as was cited above in reference

0 the Leeshurg school. Sueh instruction was strongly opposed

4
L

by meny vetrons vho insisted thet the division of the teachers

S2. iIr, Shumate wes the grect great uncle of the author of this
mernograsi, , ’
35, Sanfers, Luice’ord and Fenton, op.cit. p. 14, 70 o8 o

84, Virsinia School Report 1330, page 06 T R
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time and attention worked a serious injustice to both
classes of pupils. <=lementary pupils were neglected by

te: chers in order to snend some time in hizh school instruc-
tion bub this did not alloy the element .ry stulents to dco

N

tteir work well., Thus the +btwo school students 4did haelf-

hearted work ard ne ithe r was accomplisi inz wirn £t it shceuld.

i
Yet the nurber of such high school pupils were increasing

steadily. Beginning with 180 stwying in hizsher brancies

in 1881, the number crew to 398 in 1832, 479 plus 35 colored
in 1883 ard 431 plus 38 in 1384, The number declined to

59 white and 57 colored n 1385 hut leared back to 300 in

18336 and remained between 250 and 300 until 1907.55 Ungues~-

or high schecols 1n Loudoua but no

iy

tionably there was a neecd
public free high schools were established until the neriod

1900-1910.

n

State Supcerintendent Ruffner recognized this nesed all
over the state @nd we see nim advoe: t¢n~ tlhewintroduction
into v»ublic free schools in his fifteenth fnnual Report.56
He bases his argument cn the fact that durinz the yeor, 9,500
or 4 per cent of the total scnool popul-tion were then
studying in aigher branches throushout the state. Lb tnat
time’since Virginis cities, besides anumber of other larger
towns, had such hish scho ls, Leesburg hed one of %these in
the scnool described sbove. OSuperintendent Ruflfner advocated
well eguiped distinct nich schools. In These.competent high
school teachers could be emvloyed snd no injustice vould be

done the elementury srades winile nhizh school pupils would

P

35. Virginie School Regorb.
36, Tir - inic Scnool Report, 1385 - Part IX, pp. 61-82.




receive infinitely better insiruction. Similar high schools
could also be vrovided for nesro children where the popula-
tion merited but in all cases a1l pupils must be properly
cualified before entrance., A special tax‘oould be levied
0 support these udditional schools fdr, as set forta in the

Kolamazoo Case (1870) the gove:mment has the power to levy

taxes for nigh schools. Yt
PN

THY LAG AT TR TURN OF THT CTITURY

o R ] FIRET) RN

The arrival of the yeor 18%0 found the twenty yecar old
Loudoun County school system srogressing steadlily although
not sensationa lly. No unucually ranid steps hod bheen tmken,

head

sy}

but under Superintenient Shumate thsy were Torging
continually, trying to meke such improvemermts as they were
able with the funds :.vailable. As in previous years, they

were seriously handicapped by the shortagze of funds, especial-

b

ly for employins better teache rs «nd improving housing con-

ditions. Two districis in narticuler neced” more Tunds Tor

-

schocl term,

new huildings end extendin- the lenzth of the
Lmong the teachers, there were too meny youns people bewching

temperarily. Ifore money would heve mede it possible to get
the services of well-troined and exnerie 1ced inst»uetors,

Men te chers were now cetting nn average salary of 835,83
while vomen teachers cala~ies only avera-~ed $28.46 per month.,
There were 116 of these teocher s; 35 beingwhite and 31 negro.

The zexes wers arout eyually divided (43t042) among the hit

e
teachers but there were 21 colored men to 10 colored women.07

o7. Virginia School Renort, 1892, p. 9.
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The school houses in the County now numbered 92 of which

5 wers brick, 69 frame, 5 log and 13 stone. UNot only ncd
the number oF school houses increased but since fThere were
now 112 rcoms, we see that the number of grodsd schools

W s increased.,BB Pracvically all of these scnools were lo-
rated on suitable grounds, which average 0.9 acres in size,
and were eou;pefl ith »ood Turnituwe and outhouses., Dig-
tricts owned £56,239,00 worth of *his schocl property viich
included 30 per cent of the cchool housess The County's 92
school houses hnd o seating capccity of 5,090, 9,800 for

-

wnites and 1290 for colored children virile there were 5,13

s

school ehildren livine in the Country. Thais crpeurs to be

an inadecguacy,hut actwelly therse wac an abundance of room,

L

v 08 ver cent of the winite children aund 52 rter cent

of the colored were rolled in school, i.8. 3633 of then
and all these 4id not attend resvlorly. In Jact only 75 per

Y-S n 2 A PRUPRER N - e . L ~
a5 cer cent of thie 25 per connt of the colored came 1o school

o]
" o,y ) e ~ ~ ~ ! ~= e ey —mi, ca px 07 vmer SN A |
resulerly.  The schcol term now averased 154 Auyc, 7,72 months.”

Improvemsnts hod bocn rede 1 Loudoun schools durins *this

tew ye r period, hut not nearly as much «wz shouvld havs been
ne.de. Loudoun gcho~ls were not kecwins puce with the »anid
strides beinz madce clsevners Only 50 yeuwrs only atout one

oo

shird of the school aze children wevre In schiools, Suvely

o8. See to™le in Lprendix II, Jonn S. Simpson, *ie prineipal
ot es’ cuzzf inued to teach in ths County until 1234
: 7 from aedive life,

Ol RLLO.LU 1u9:) P lo-24,
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Virginie's lorgest sad richest Counties. Terhaps tie size

" - o~ - T S BN ~ g -
of the gcenocl expendifurss was oaru~w11* resnonsitle for

Tor school purposes, or only $£11,000,00 mowe thon ten years
hefore.” Tais sum wag derived in @lnmost equal amcunts fron

[ - 4. Ny A
stute, CouL v and district funds.

Tven now the superinterdont received only T530.00

his years work,or vather the 175 deys *th't he was olficia
employe?., In his work he %travele” 1225 miles, wrote 925

ters, licensed 177 tecchzrs and made 1205 visits to schools.

By the tum of the ccntury the public school gycten
was in very cerious need of @ big revival, Conditions ha
ceased Vo improve and were now ov & stand still eid even be
sliding in soms rescects. Such a state of affuirs was truly
deplorahle., In the twentieth century teuchers salariec vere
better vir.n 80 y-ors belore vien frec gcnools were fTirst
inaugurated, Ten cunly received on wverzoe of $82.73 ver

- 42

rmonth znd *he lnilies wer- getting £29.07. Today taey have
to z2y ot least tioat nmuch for room and bveard alone. .8
compe. red with ten years earlier the school term TS 14 Cays
shorter, (0.7 months) $2,000.,00 less money was aviilable

for gchnocl purposes and an egual decrease was scen in the
anounts srent for tewc
supevintendent's selery was less, the snvollment and atten-
deice figures ond per centaves had declined., Crly four ad-

4

ditdonal school buildirgs were erected in this decade, ILou-

—

bide, De 26,
irziniau School Rcoport, 1900, p. 12.
tD10 o, Pe. 900

Oe
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2

>
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doun. had not only ceased to keep jace with advances in
other parts of the counbry vubt now thiings had coils Lo a
rectical shtard still. Bven to show that foudoun ranked

well in Virginia was no b0< sting matter for Virginie was

necr the bottom of the 1list of states in the United States

in regard to eduecaticn.

The real cause for this lagoing behind in a project so
well started is hord to Find. Perhups it was o 1w0ll in in-
terest or due Lo less able leadership., 4&s late as 1905 we
find +that Jefferscn District reported a deficit of £858.40
due to the necessity of renting & rcom cnd osening school

rr

the re to relieve COerstion.4O Two years later the sane

district asein reported an insufficiency of funds for opera-
tirg its sgchools, Terms were haveing to be shortened and

teochers salaries rsduced. At this time the entire district
board threatered to resign. Then too, tle very set-up of
district schools may have been the basic trouble. 4t any
rate, sinee the county school syctem wos made one unit in-
stead of seven in 1922 nuch nore rapid strides have been
made, The district boards hired the terchers and actually
did moét of tne work of condueting schools, while {ie County
bozrd in Leesburg met orly twice a year and hod but little
to do with actwl administration. The County boards »rin-

4

ciple job was to handle money. They fixe the scnool tax

E S

levy for county and districts, coordinated and regulsated

the districts and scrved s & connecting link between the

43, Minutes of the County Sehool Board, 1898-1919, p. 36.




- 29 -

districts and the state organization. Vhen the new con-
stitution for Virginia was being discussed ot the beglaning
of the century the County school board proposcd chanzing
the minimum school arce to seven instead of Tive and the
ninimum age for Zicensing tecehors to btwenty instead of

. 44
eighteen,

The County Board had fixed the scchool tax levy at 10¢
on the $100 property value for the County and districis
for some years., This gave the o ficlals very little to work
with, :nd inadeguacy., In 1904 then wes an effort made to
reise the County 1evj to 12%¢, but due to the lsck of ecuo-
rum at the b rd meebin~ the achbion did not pass. L11L the
distriets st1ll had o 10¢ levy except lLeesburg Town District
wvhich hod one of 17¢ and Broeed Run vhich levied o 154 tax
on a #100,00.%° In 1907 Jefferson District raised its levy

to 1254 :nd *hen to 20¢ in 1909,%6

The figit in Toudoun from the very beginning seems to
nave been in obtaining money for schools. 3By 1911 the County
levy wes s upplemented by 20¢ levies in 2ll the districts
except Ilercer which had 17%¢ ami Leesburg County District
with 12%¢. The turning point now z2puerred to he past.
Frogressively increasing sums were being raised and new in-

terests seenm to mve been awakened,
TIIE HIGH SCHCOL FRA

School conditions began to improve rapidly in Loudoun

44, Ivpid. p. 21.
45, 1bid. p
46, Ibid., ppe. 40 and 52,




County after 1905, The state now had & new constitution

am with it improved school laws, It was al this time of
renewed interest tihwt the general publie feeling began to
center around hish schools and high school education. During
the 1907-1908 school term we find there were tiree four year
high schools being overated in the County. The hizh school
department in the Leesburg free school enrolled 27 pupils,
The other two high schools were in Jelferson and It. Gilead
Districts, each enrolling about 30 punils. These cchools
received $900.00 from the state nigh school fund. In the
following year two two year hizh schools werc established,

one in Jefferson and one in lercer Digtrict. Immedis tely
building plans were begun for the new hizh schocls, 1909
saw ten cceres of 2end hov-ht et Lincoln (lt. Gilead Disirict)
on Which on el“xt room structure wes erected et & cost of
$14,000.00. Before 1910, £5,765.00 was srent at Vetcriord

L"f“
ngo

&s well as some $4,000,00 in elementary school buildin

at Afrcolas and Louettsville.éV

llost logically, received interest brourht increased
xpenditures., 4gs compared v 87,000.00 svent on schools

in 1900, 555,668,687 was spent in 1910 guite en increace, bub

o
g
jng
=
o

D
o)
[
ot

inecreese. This money came from state, county
. - . . By~

aml Gistrict funds in almost eguael grounts, (85,415,908 was
used for teachers saleries, = £10,000 increase over 1900,48
hd ", b

With more money to draw better teachers ard & new buildivg

oprogram undcr way, things were unuestionably getting better.

47, Virginia School Report, 1910, p. 176,
48. -Lblo.. > l). 99.




At this date, (1910) the total school populstion wos
5,630 in Loudoun County, 8,940 of these were white and 1690
were nezro. From this number 4159 (3132 white end 1027 co-
lored) were enrolled with some one of the 118 teachers, bub

.Q
)

The ve wem

only 2490 were in cverage dally sttendance.”

i

P—J

now 91 school houses, 3 having been bvullt during the yeo
at a cost of $20,865.,00. llost of these (73) were frome
buildinzs, but 16 were brick or stone. Cre-room schools rmade
up 68 of them, while fourteen hed two cr more rooms cnd 9

o

nad three or more rooms maling a total of 1388 rooms o1l

p]

together, with a seatins capacity of 4070, 385 of the Wwild-

incs were owned b~ districts cnd valued et £8,850.00., Tear-

ly all of these buildings were egulne? with gcod furaniture
anmd petent desks. Thnere were no wagous or irucks used at

this date to haul children to scnool, 50

The next year saw more land purchased and new schools

built. Deeds were recorded in 1911 for sroperty &t Lshburn,
Round Hill, Lovettsville wnd Ilid3leburg on which nish sehcols
were to be erccted.ort £12,000.,00 was sonent thet yeor in
erecting the new seven-room stone hish scnool building ot
Round Hill, ,000,00 was crent &t Eiialebur@ ol edditions
were rede ot L1ldie and Purcellville., The Yatcrfcord and Line-
coln scneols aleo lad inprovencnts rade in them, ITore hiigh
seiocl property was wequired at Leesburg (1914), Unison-
Bloomfield (1915) end Hillshoro (1917).9% During these yeors
Of expancion school exvenditures multi lied many btimes until

1820 saw $199,839,02 used for Louloun scho ls. Thic sun is

49, Ibid., p. 1
i Te 1

o 1
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3% times or 372 per cent more than education hed cost caly

Ten years before.53

The business of monaging the public schorls in Lou-
doun had ctealdily beccme & bilgger job, as more schools
were bullt, more money usecd, the whole situation became
more technicrl znd mor-and rmore of the district trustees
tine wes teken up. This eallzatvon coupled with the feel-
ing that one svs*em of schools Tor the ontire county would
be more efficient %then the Gistinet systems soon led to
action., OCOther counties meanwhile had also ccome to the
conclusion tir t better adninistration could be ovtained by
. wnitary system with a sm 11 County Loord and «n ex.erd

suncrintendent,

. - . v ! 1. .
N & ety T, e A g A Cory
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- Al B e b - . w e vy & e ha i . - ' 2 Bl 2
Fs . R R RC g ol Syt e ey Corintt e
Vol L0 COMITCY WIlL™D &liilallb lhaiold pngtens 11 all

the counties in Virginia. The act becane effsctive Sept-
ember first 1922 and is gtill in use. The result was sim-
nlificotion in adninis tration, increas-d direcitness and
promptness of ucetion., In the same year the Lssenbly also

passed & Till providing for compulsory school whtendance

1
.l

in school, cud another for the adoption and distribution

-

text books.24

Here again some comporisons will neln i sx»laining
the successes of tlie ne7 wnitary nlen. Let us wm.ke com-
p r sons for the decade 1915 to 1925,99 In %his seriod

the amount of schcol funds increassd 235 per ceant but +his

does not indicete & corresponding inerease in expenditures

o Yirginia School Report, 1920, p. 105.
o Virginie Scacol Resort,,1920, pp. 26-27.
9. For table of figures see sppendix Ill.
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avellable for sehool »nurposes.

The creat decrease in %the buying power of thwe dollir
in this period, chors ot onee, that expondltures which ne-

cessitated the 100 per cent of the gchool funds in 1915

funds availahle in

@]
|
ct
P
o
(6]

world likewize require most
1925 deszpite the sre. t increase. The averase calury of tea-
chers had increased ¢liznhtly over 100 pr cent durins this
sume bten ye r period, but agoin this does not mean & cor-

- . . ) 3l . ) (al - y 5
regponding increase in the- efficiecucy of teacncrs, o0

The stundard of terchers hod been raised cousidcerably

althcush, not as nuen s the fisures seecm o indicate,

~2

Teuchers are s t1ill not reccivine adeguate pay ond cbove

{ ]

€11l elce Loudoun wld htve good instructors in its schools.

It is very gratifying to note thet althoush the total
school populetion nad inerecscd but 119 per cent since 1916,
the totel nuber of rupils enrolled had grown 263 by 1925,

-

Furthermore, the cveraze dally attendunce waé inproved,
being 89 per cent o the enrollmont or an increase of 430

or 1l4.3 zner cext since 1915..5,7 The =chool popul tion under-
went little increese over the decade, but the improvements
in enrollemnt tnd attendance gave Loudoun peonle hope. Some
of this mty be attridbutable to T new and improved compul-
sory attendance law of 1UZ2, ;tte dance had alwvays been a
serious scnool problem fcr school officials since parent

cooneration vas SO NEeCEesSsary.

56 Dick and Heaton, .60. cit. p. 81,
5’70 -Li'u’\i (1.




Lnmong the Loudoun Liion schools espeeially had ncte
vvorthy gains been mede both as to quolity and guantity.
In 1925 there were nine hish schools as cor ared witiy ten
in 1925 amd 211 *iese lt.d increased their enrolliment.

Only three higzi

(]

scho-ls were acceredited in 1915 while

)

there were nine accredited igh schoole in 1925, onc ac-
credited Jjunior high schocl ond only one non-t.ccereditved

school.58

Along with his efforts to mke loudoun schools more
efficient Superintendent Fmerick introduced and set up
consolidation as & goal, The advantages of concolidotion
are numérous and far rerching. The merger of a number of
necessarily inefTecilent one room schools into & consoli-
dated school unlcr one nead tends to reduce relative ex-
pvenditures of onerction and ot thie came time offer tie
chiléren zre tly improved educatiounal advonte

€S, n

(O]

-

o
“O
larger cchool has better teachsrs, offers better social

advantages ond gives more and better equipment.

- -

Tre formation of larger classes permibs each class
end each pupil to receive more thorough attention than in
tihe era of the one-room school, XHach teacher ic more of &
secialist in his field and is bvetter ecuiped for ins*ruc-
tion in thot field. Such improved advuntages encourage
better ctbendance and mmke possible & longer term. Tou-
doun.County, however, is not ideslly situvted for conso-

lid-tion as Fluvana County where one centrally locuted

()]

8. Ibid., p. 69.




high school serves tue -ntire county. The population here
is found widely scattered on farms so that children would
have to travel entirely too far to school. wevertheless,
considerable nrogress nas been mde along this line since
the adoption of the county unit plan in 1922, Numerous
small schools have been closed end in each case it hos been
Mr. IZmerick's policy to replace thrt school by a hesd bus

to take those children to a larger and betier school.
Several hish schooles mve even been closed where the enroll-
ment h.s been small, Today there are only seven four-ye:..
high scnools in the County c¢nd next year Lucketts High
School will be closed and replaced vy o bus to the Leesburg

chosl,

0

Quite fittingly for an agricultural county like ILou-
doun the hisgh school at Lincoln has cn egricultural denart-
ment. This desartment was established in 1919 under the
srmith-Hughes Aet and since that date hes done a large anocunt
of sool work., < well trazined agriculture instructor is em-

loyed rexulearly. In 1924-25 there'\ere cleven bors or
one-fourth of the Dors in the school enrollcd in vocaticnal

agriculiture &t ¢ per capnite cost of $136.38 ner mombh.© 59

Looking &t the nesro situation we find that the negro
school population ms decveased by 226 pupils or 13.41 ner
cent since 1915. This decrease mey be atiributable to the
decline in the vhole nezro population over than svan of
yeLrs, \:uurwlly ve would exwect the nezro enrollnmeunt to

be less, bub on the contrary both the negro school enroll-

590 I idl p. 72.
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ment and deily attendance had increased. Their school

term had also been increased .from 125 to 133 days =nd three
more negro schools were in opertion then at the beginning
of the decade. &t the beginaine of the decade, there were
22 one-room schools, two two-room schools and thc negro
high school in Teesburg 2ll of which werns increused in effi-

ciency throush hetter tea ners. 00

Ceonsolidation and inmorovements in schools hrd mode the

public schools more and more the cormmunity cenbter and cuite

fue]

approzrictely the plice for the congiderttion ard planning

for cormunity welfare, Community leazvues hove beew established
fostering o swirit of coovrration snmong vatrons ind werking
toward various aims, Such lesogues had shrung upn wll over
Virginia, and Loudoun, to ths crcdit of ite peovle stood

first in practically every item relative to tiiese leigues

o D]

end “heir work, Zccordin~ to the statement showing o sumary

number of leazues reycr
ber of leagues ypayins dues (39), the zrectect nunber of

R

leagues worlkine for betber rchoeols (59), for bester hewlin,

o~

43), Tor better roads (35), Zor betier asriculiture (43),
for improved moral und civie conditions (44), for better so-
cial and recreationzl facilities (45) the lergest membershin

1,751) and the largest numbsy os subscerictions

-

3 A
in learues

47
v

,,l
(=S
b
bt

for community leazues (346). Ioudoun also ranied
the emount of money raise? for Tocul inprovenents (§12,444,13)

thhe most active leazues ir the ccunty are Lincoln, Vaber-
61

211010 2

~
b}
)

Tord and Leesburs,
60s Ibid., pe 73
61, Ibid., v. 80,




TODAY AND TCMCRROW

T -w“ -
The +oudoun County gchools system has groduslly
develoned &nd exnanded, under 2Tr, ¥mericks direction, unti
voday, Loudoun people point to 1%t with fitting price. The

process of consolidotion hus elininated mony of this nowe

P - K ] K1 N PR . - R NN ‘ 3 N a0
inefficient one and two-room cchocls wud brouslit more and

or & total of 38 such schools in «ll counting negro sciccls

conbtrasted with 62 vore 20 rears carlicr,.

o

£
w

vy pywer ~ o 43 3 R N TS L. FPE i I N WA
now & tetal of ©6 school tuildinzs for wiilte children an

e i
21 Tor negroes m-king 56 buildin~s in &11.“d Fourty~-seven
o7 these buildinss are ror thas exclunive uee of ¢lementory

schools. Desides there are nine to-room schools in opera-

7
60 Lo - : a : 2 ~ ~r1 -rd 4 y
. 4211 of these buildings are cguiped with etent

aid
desk and hove sonitary plunbing,/thivteen cre bullt of

O
¢

i
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-
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brick,stoneg o 211 in =1l thils scloo0l prope

L
t+

" - P 4 w s . o .
valuc@ &t sone $358,OOO.OO6i and is &1 County omed., The
_ excevt
distriets are cntirely oud administratively/as residential

The school term has graduslly been lengtheunsd until

-

vy s ama
Jhite nildren 3o

BN

[ e]

»  cn IO 2 Acrre 3 C erpee By il . : -
average term of 178 dayc in a ye-r for &1l schools, wlong

with the larser tern s corme vebter enrolilmeont and otteudance.

62. See appendix I.

60. Virsinia School Report, 193
64. ibid., p. 16,

65. Itid. p. 1Z4,




Cf the 5852 children in the County (4376 vhite end 1476
colored), 4255 are enrolled in cchocl. The averese doily
cttend -nce is some 80 per cent of this number cr 33989 of
wnich 2683 ¢ wiiite and 706 are colored. Ilot so wme»:r more
Puplls are being educated in the »ublic schocls then in
earller yeors, but they ore belng carried Turther and are
receiving far superior training and advontages, than ever
before., DBetbter teachers cnd better schvol nlants explain
these advances and bhoth were cbtained by simply puying *he
orice in lerger exveniitures. Loudoun school expenditures

-

reached bheir peak in 1928 winen tie sclool

o"

alcuee shored

a total spent of $254,676.43, $130,717.73 of vhich went to
cay foxr instruetors.66 These sums have now declined to
£106,271.36 for teschers salaries ond $182,318.84 total.
This tmount come from three sources, »56,375.38 state funds,

$95,085.56 county funds, and $21,077.65 dictrict furds.,

The salariss peld teachers have Zrown until now the
whole aver&gebis £736,00 per year, poid on o twelve month
basis. Ilr. Emerick has o regular scale of sclaries bas 4
on education and experience by vhich all the 142 teachiers
are pald. len teacicrs get sliitly higher selaries thon
vomen since most of them ere princirals, The men everose

i n - B o A ) ~
$1,148.00 for the year %o the female tezchers' 736,00

wn

ea.cher

L
el
D
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zet less ($414.00 average) wnile the
%5 hizh school teacliers get better pay. Ilere the nen average

£2088 annually and women $900.00 vhici is very good for

66, Virginia School Revort, 1928, p. 63,
67 . Vlrglﬂla scanool Report, 1935-36, p. 112,




e

rural teachers in Virginia.68

4% the present writing the whole school system in
Loudoun County is very favorable. Current problcms have
to be faced, and lr, Eme:ict and his board are well gua-
lified to face them. Ccnsolidation is now ennloyed &s
fer as ig practical, numerous bases are in operction and
high grade teachcers are Aoing the ir job well. The spirit
of harmony and cooperation thet prevails presents a united

N

front against aﬁy trounle Phot may he stirred uwn by narrow
minded crenks as was ‘tried recently. Thus far sechool of -
ficials have managed to escape political corruption ond main-
tain control in the hands of those interested in real pub-

lic service., Administration under I'», Emerick is execentional-

ly efficient and promises to continue successful with hiim
3 P

o

at the helm.

fast history counled ﬁith present circunstances scenm
$o indicate that Loudoun Ccunty schools will continue
to grow and orosper for years o come. !fr. Imerick promises
to continue his progressive policy in view of this, eddi-
tional improvement is inevitetle. He more than any one
person is responsible for raking educaticn in Loudoun vaat

it is today, and on him hingzes future developnents,

FINIS
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SCHOOLS 1N USE MAP NDMBER‘E‘2'83

1855-36 SCHOOLS CLOSED
' ' [BLIUEE L9oo -
1l.Enerick- -Bears 20ajt Hill k
2.Woodland Blroad Run nSycdlin i “KEY~
S BPOOl‘:l-yn Daj*s 311 e ACross Roads - A D = WHITE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ONLY
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6 .TasTlorstoan :%%%ggielalverfiggiﬁion B COMBINED WHITE HI&H AND ELEMENTARY
'7. p‘lrr‘lace I,It ' n R.BTan L di?ountain @ am COMBINED NEGRO HMIGH AND BLEMENTARY
8 . A{.”llngton ?:h.e at 1 end matlands O = WHITE MIGH SCHOOLS ONLY
9. L‘}:}_ltd}vm fCannon Chape]ﬂ’:rappe @ = NEGRO HiGH SCHOOLS ONLY
10.41il1lsboro PLimestone  Airmont
- ;l._ " *Paxon
L8.it. Plesant " »Silcott Springs
13.Lucketts AN Blit.CGilead
14.3unny Ridge = £5 . ’
15.Waterford ‘~Lﬁj\\
16. T - iy
17.2aeonian Springs 43 . -9\5\
(Closc_b 1] 34’-—34) iy \ N S
18.3ound Hill \\ N \ >
19. " (Cosesk - 19%9) de/ ;W/ g A *\\
20.Purcellville R A A
27, i /{ -BLR;Y\;\LLL/@\ N
22. lamilton @ .~ ) 7
23, " \ A0/ AN I T
24,Clarks Cap(awt syt R

20.Leesburg
20. "
. 27.31luemont
- 28,Lincoln
- 29, "
3o0.bowells Grove
- Sl.dughsville
32 . Joodburn (teod iyt
33.0001 Spring '
34,.%0ock hill
- 55, Inison=Bloonfield
. 36.Philmont oD
- 37.Horth Forlcleur #sd
- 38.Hountain Gap
39, "
" 40.Ashburn
t41. M
- 42.831lakely Grove
P 43,V1111isville
C 44 ,5t, Louls
- 45,1lountville
" 46,llarble Guarry
47 . Red Hill{our -3t
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' 49.iliddleburg
i 50. 1
51.A1d1e (Clesd 1335750
- 52.0ull Run
- 53.Little River
. 54,.,Arcola
- 55.Carter®
'+ 56, Coleman (Upwk Whiay)
' 57.llcGraws Ridge
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59.Pleasant Valley |vipGINIA STATE PLANNING BOARD
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AFPPENDIX II

GRADED SCHUOOLS IN 1890

Principal X K

N
Leesburg Jonn S. Simpson w 8 6 184 148 86 »_10 117
Lincoln John S. Somer wls]? 79 63 60 | 79 8 | 108
Lhbenezer L., ¥, Br&wh w | 7] 2 80 | 66 43| 738 8 99
;!!Eileburg John H,. P?iest wil 7] 2 56 40 30 75 8 120
damilton Tortescue VWhittle w 7 3 106 84 70 8o 8 o4
Llaie illiam C. Garnett |[w | 8 | 2 57 43 31| 72 8‘ 131
waterford 7illianm B, Carr w| 8] 3| 109 84 65 | 77 8 92
Ti11sboro ‘e E. F. Taylor wl|l7| 2]l s | e5 | 26| 71| 8| 88
Lovettsville | C. A, Newlson: w 7 2 92 73 59 76 é 87
IZiddleburg L. H, Davis c| 6| 2] 182 93 77| 83 8 42
Lincoln annie V. Moore c 6 2 116 69 51 74 3 5%}
Teesburg Rovert H. Tyier c| 6| 3| 175 | 125 és 78 8 45




APPEIDIX III

COIPARISON OF LCUDOUN COUNTY SCHOPLS FOR 1914-1915 AND
1924 1925
o Per cent
Item 1915 1925. of increase

White schoOl populatioNeeseeeesesss003964e0reneessdy;309ceinncennesedBa
Negro scho0l populatioNesseeeeceeeesl ;88500 0cees.sl, TA59a . nunene 1B.AF
Total school nopuletioNesscecescicaed,;049cuieeeneed,708eciiincenssealel
White pupils enrolleGeceececesocsesseeD399700ceesoeedy 710t incennseneTed
Negro pupils enr01led...............l Ogloooooo-ool 0250000.-..0c00.6 2¢
To‘tal pupils -enrolled.'..i.o@“..'..l4 488........04: 751..’..........59
Average dailly attendance, White.....2,277.........2,686............18.0
Averaze daily attendance, coloredec..e788cavecescssel@decarceseeesar?0
Average daily attendance, total.eeessd3,000000ce00009,4800cu0cesecessld.d

Per cent the average attvendance is of enrollment,

the Whiﬁe percenﬁage...................67....,.,.....89......-.....52.8
the colored percentasCessiseesssensceesDBeBeccrceeereBBearinrncecacdne?
Total percentage.......'.I..O....'Qll..6608.0.0.ll..'890..!'6l.....55.2
Term in days, white SChOO0lSesesseseseelbToncsvesesselTdoseescerensesded
Term in days, c0lored SCNCOlSesesveseolBDecressseessld8ennnancaseslled
Term in days, 811 SChOOlSeessosesreeseldBescscnsseeelBBeesenssacsenelal,
Number of white SChOOLlSesesssenscerreeabBOurcrncseesesDBearavscnosnesded”
Number of colored SChOOlSeestesessstecosBBascsssssoessBDossesssssseslded
Totml nUmbef Of SChOOlS.........---...-82.o..-.o.....83.......-.....12
Total number 0f ONE-TOOM SCHOOLSeeecesobToenessoceeseBBansosnansssslBoad™
uaml number 0f tWo-T00IM SCN00LlSeseeseseOescsssssosscoseBescnsscssoalda?
Total number of hidh SCHROO0LSsssesesseoseBecssocsvessellocvescasenssdeb
White teachers employedecesssseossessollbdececrsesvioeldBeecscssssnselbe?
Colored t68.CNETS ENDIOTEAaesseescrreecseTTuencosoneeseBBrussosncneessded™
Total te&CheTS employed..........-....140...........161............12 6
Avﬂraxe Sdlary pe; teachel...........g555..........y745...........109 O

Number of teachers with above second grade certificites.

Number 0f tenchers WNitCeerevscseosseeeS38cnresscocselBocvececeseeedded
NUIIlﬂDeI' Of te&ChOrS Cololﬁedgo-...no.no_..lln.o...loo...15'00000|0000'3604
Number 0f teacilers t0b8leescoresoncsosodTeercncescssddlocsecncesnssedlad

Number of teachers with above seccnd grade certificates.

1\Imber Of ’be&CheI‘S '\F\ﬂﬂite...o.......a«..36.80|...oo...81‘l..........o105
Number of teachers €0loredesesececececseeed8eleneracreeedbebernencesseddBal
I'Imn.be-.{-' Of te’OheI'S total.ooo.Do.too.oo.69.20.oon0.0.087 6o...ol000026 6

Total amount of School fUNASeeeeesesi83, 476 21l....5280,184. 52.....255 5
Total value of school prone“td......lQS 500 00.... 436,500, OO.....2OO 3%
Total amount of state

SCHOOl Lunds.............l9 228 97-0....48 508 95-..- 152

1., Deck and Heaton, Op. cit. p. 81
* =’ 3eeroase
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