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Walt Whitman, the first poet-advocate of naticnalistic
Americanism, was also the synthesigzer of a metaphynical and
temporal philosophy revolving around the principal of the bro-
therhood of men. This principal was an organic part of all
of Whitman's beliefs, facilitating the enactment of such bene-
ficial institutions as democracy and a religion common to all
men, The institution of brotherhood depends in the same way,
on the sucess of other institutions--~democracy, for example:

Manly friendship "fond and loving, pure and sweet,

strong and life long, carried to degrees hitherto

unknown," will be found to have "the deepest rela-

tions to general politics., I say democracy infers

such loving comradeship as its most inevitable twin

or counterpart, without which it will be incomplite,

in vain, and incapable of perpetuating itself.¥
Therg is a cause and effect relationship between brotherhooa
and almost all other proposals of Whitmén. The'relationjbe—
tween brotherhood and Whitman's metaphysical'beliefé or re-
ligioﬁ is more complicated than a cause and effect one, and
deserves ﬁore,spaceVlaten. With the ﬁnderstanding that the
cause and effeét'sitﬁatian viorks two ways;vbroﬁhérhood both
acting upon and‘being affected by other elements of Whitman's
greéﬁ plan for mankind, I ahgll attempt in this paper to
explore theseirélationships from the poin§ 6ftview that chooses
forfdiscussibn thosé elements that are heéeééiﬁies for or

impediments to the institution of brotherhood.  Fipst, how-

Cow #yalt Whitmang  The Phuosopher " New
Re ubﬂ?%}"%? 8}& (Sept. 29, 1947), p. 30. ’
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e%er,iI intend to examine some theories concerning the reésons
for Whitman's concern with brotherhood.

Whitman's conception of himself: was that of the supreme
brother? and self-appointed poat-prophét of the new brother-
hood, It was his belief and brag that a Christ-like poet-
prophet would bring men together into an organic union through
nature:

Trinitas divine shall be gloriously accomplishtd

and compacted by the true son of God, the poet,

(He shall indeed pass the straits and conquer the

- - mountains, L ‘

He shall double the cape of Good Hope'to some purpose,)

Nature and Man shall be disjoined and diffused:go more,
The ‘true son of God shall absolutely fuse them,” ‘

Certainly, this is a self-concious picture of himself, as are

most idealizations of the individual in Whitman*s poetry, illus-

trating awareness of phe role which he proposed to fill. ' It
was Whitman's“purpose in playing this»role (to the Hilt{ee
’yet alsb frém the heart)_to§

j s . establish all through the United States "the =

| institution of the dear love of domrades,”™ which

| he also described as "robust American love,"

Thus, the desire to preach the doctrine of bfotherhood_can‘
be seen as an“attempt”by Whithan to fill"an eﬁéfvexpanding '
}ego. ?hé plé?ing of the prophet role:gfatified Whitman's

\

2yalt Whitman, ?fhisVShape,Ariaesﬁ;yﬂuincbeaveS»of:Grassz

Comprehensive Reader's Edition,_ed. by Harold W. Blodgett and
rgcuEIey Bradley (New Lork, New york University Press, 1965},

PP. 630~1.

hlo 53thtman, "passage to India,™ in Blodgett, pp. 415-6, 11.

409w1ey, Republic, p. 30.
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 Malcolm Cowley suggests that another reason for Whitman's
advocacy cf‘brotherhood was hbmosexual impulse.. There is no
record of Whitman havxng had any overy homosexual relation-
ship, Still it is possible that %hitman-

« » o+ identified or confused homosexuality with
Americanism, He said that "the main purport of
these States is to found a superb friendship,
exalte, previously unknown.® And this strange
confusion developed into & definite political
program, the first of its kind since Plato: the
Civil War was to be prevented, the States were to
be united forever, by manly &ffectionh in all the
houses, by Ycountless linked hands" north and
south and by comradely klsses at parting in the
streets,

“ne circumstance that confuses us about Whitman's true nature
15 that Whitman corrected the notes of his biographer in order
to maiﬁtain én‘organic fagﬁdé. It is this inconsistency be-
tveen Whitman's real self and his self-pictﬁré‘that makes the
determination of his real nature difficult, Whitman knew that
there was a diécrepancy between the two--"Do you see no fur-
ther than this fagada; .. 26__but it is uncertain whether
eveh_he-himself knew where the fagade began andvended; Sig-
ni:icantly; the quéte.directly preceeding is found in the.
‘"Calamusﬁrpoeés--the 5uﬁ-grouping of Leaves of Grass in which
we'find the most evidence indicative of homosexuality:

I heard the hissing rustle of the liquid and sands as

directed to me whispering to congratulate me,
For the one I love most lay sleeping. by me under the

. same cover in the cool night,
In the stillness in the autumn moonbeams his face was
inclined toward me,
And his arm lay lightly.,.around my breast--and that
night I was happy.7

5Ibid,, p. 30.

in
Blodgeﬁgitmanlzg e 19u the New Person Drawn toward Me?,"
7Whitman, nWhen I Heard at the Close of Day.," in Blodgett,

Lo e L -« ~ o~
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Previous to the "Calamus" poems, Whitman had been the pro-
pounder of the virtues of héterosexual love and procreativeness,
it is possibievthat Whitman could nqt»mainbain a rigid separa-
tion between the two kinds of love,‘ﬁetéro/procrestive of "ama-
tive"” and bratherly‘oﬁ'"adhesive," and that the two combined
resulted‘in the'WCalamusﬁ’poéms. The ideal of procreative’ love
became confused with his homosexual desifgfg'_h second theme of
"Calaﬁusﬁis the Qesireability of'dpath,7éndﬂit ié Clafk Grife
‘fith*s contention that when Whitman began writing true love
. poetry of a,homosexual nature, he had to recognise the :epudi-
ation of his former philosophical system. Thus_he saw love
itself as an element of destructiveness.gA Griffith, going a
step furﬁher_thén Cowley;'thinks that Whitmanfs desire Br a
‘brothefhobd'of all men wéé not only motivated by homosexual
desife But also marred by the recognition of his true moti-
vati¢n. VThé thing of importance, though, is their agreement
on Whiﬁman?é homosexuality as motivation for his theme of bro-
therhood,

On the other hand, James E, Miller, Jr, proposes that the
"Calamus";emotion;is entirely spiritual and that Whitman re-
Qommeﬁded it as essential for the social end of demoqfacy?ﬂ And
it does bear reﬁeating \that there is no direct évidenpe that

Whitman had any overt homosexual experience during his lifetime,

——

80lark Griffith, "Sex and Death: The Significance of Whit-
mants Calamus Themes;" Philological Quarterly, X%XIX,(Jan.,
1960), p. [g.

91516.:6, ph' 22. ‘

‘lOJa@es E.‘Miller, Jr,, "Whitman and Eliot: The Poetry
of Mysticism," Southwest Review, XLIII (Spring, 1958}, 252.3,




Another possible explanation, not mutually exclusive of

‘the otbars; for Whitaan's desire for brgtherhooa is that he
ifelﬁ great lonelines$ and therefore insecurity. ¥, R B,
Lewis ccmments on tha subjact of fthe hero in space." saying
that the aloneleas ctea%eé by spnce creates louiinass.

And of course he was lonely, incomparably lanely,
‘no anchorite was ever so lonely, since no anchorite
- was ever so alone, ¥hitman's image of the evergreen,
"solitary in & wide, flat spaces . . without a friend
or lover near," introduced what more and more appears
to be the central theme of American literature; in so
far as a unique theme may be claimed for it: the thems
of loneliness, dramstized in what I shall later describe
as the story of the hepo in space. The only recourse
for a poet like Whitman was to f1ll the .space by ereiting
& home and populating it with campanians and lovers;il

‘Whitmaen surely does revel 1n apen apaceaz

0 to realize apace! " '

The plenteousness of all, that thare are no bounds,

To emerge and be of the sky, of the sun “23 the moon

' and flying clouds, as one with thenm,
The poen thaﬁ'Lawis refers tO‘specifically is from the "Cal-
amus” group-u"i Saw in Louisiana 8 Live-ﬂak %rowing."l3
%hat Leuia fails to nata 13 that Whitman states that he could
not’ live alane as the “ive»ﬂak, yet he 1is correcn in extracting
the symbcl or 1onaliness from Ehinman's awaraness. His pro«
jection forward of ghe laneliness,emotion to the reaulbing'

desire fcr brotherhood is also Justifiables On the subject

[

11&. R. B, Lewis, "The Hew Adam:; Holmes and Whitman,*
;y The American idam by Lewis %0hicage, Phoenix Books, 1966),
- Ig .

112 51213;11;,333, #A 8ong of Woys.," in Blodgett;p. 1815 11,

13 ,
Whitman, in Blodgett, p. 126.
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of insecurity Perry Miller states that we:

« + . are bound to recognise that {hitman's self-con-
ciousness; emanates not from the mood of serene selfw
nossissidﬂ and self-assurance, as Whitman blatantly

~orated, but rather from a pervasive self-distrust,
There ia a nervous instability at the bottom of his
histrionic ostentatlon--an anxiety fﬁiCh foreign cri-
tics understandably call neurotic.

‘Why Whitman should be insecure is an open question, Gay
‘Kilson Alleﬁ Suggests in his bidgraphy of.Whitman, The
jsolitéry Siﬁger, that it was lack of parental (§aternal)

‘care. W. R. 3. Lewis suggests that it was because Whitman
Qartificidlly separated himself from his fellow men, acheiving
‘only loneliness and therefore insecurity. Whatever reason it
was that Whitman felt insecure-~and most crmtics agree that
‘he was-—the insecurity was a force making Whitman want to
bridge the gap of lordiness by making every person a brother.

: | A final reason for. Whitman's advocacy of brotherhood has
jmore relation to Whitman's theory of metaphysics than his psy=-

‘chological motivation. Bcrn in 1819 and dead 1892 Whitman lived
lduring the years of the greatest ascendancy of New England
wtranacendentalism. Whitman differed from the other transcen-
‘dentalists only in that he did not retain the puritanical be-
‘lief that the soul should be elevated above the body. Thus he
believed, as did Emerson and his followers, in a transcendant
Oversoul or'God which, though 1t exists outside the temporal/
Tmaterial World,‘flOWB through the temporal world and back:into

iitself.” aThis OVérsoul is thewcémmon,_eternal soul of all

| 1“Perry Miller, "The Shaplng of the American Character,m
New England Quarterly, XX?III (Dec., 1955), p. 438,

151 have used the word "Oversoul" here even though Whitman
himself does not use the word. I have done so because Whitman's
concept of God corresponds with that of those who did use the word,
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living things. Man participates in the Oversoul in life, and
in desth is reabsorbed in thé common sou1? losing his indivi-
duality and becoming onéiw;thlall iife.f Whitman's insistence
on the neéassity of brotherhéod,vif‘not'conciéusly influehcéd
by his metaphysical.beliéfé\sureiyiﬁarallels'it, It is as ¥,
for whatever psychclogicalireaSBnkhe:mighﬁ;have had, Whitman
wished to nake the material world}raflect}whét he believed to
be true about the metéphysical world.-‘Men‘shduld ihtéract as -
brdtﬁers‘because théy are brothers in the sense that they have
a ﬁémmon soul. In "Soﬁg of Myself" Whitman most 6iearly‘demons
strates the relation of the individual to other individuals
through the common soult'

Whoever degrades another degrades me, ‘
And whatever is done or said returns at last to me.

Through me the afflatus surging and;snfgiﬁg,
through me the current and index,

The word "surging" evokes the image of the fversoul surging

out of'itself into the temporal world and then back intolit;
self, relating all living things to each other as expressed in
the first two lihes of the excerpt, Motidé, though, that Whit-
man'!s egb and hié desire-enter'here; he emphasizeé the relation
of everyone.to himself réthér than the relation of>evéryone

to everyone., When ¥hitman identifies himseif with the "curreny”
the indicatioﬁ'is ﬁhat”héhis tuking identity with the Over-

sbul itseif.' WhenIWHitman uses the word "index" to describe

Oyhitman, "Song of Myself,” in Blodgett, p. 52, 1l. 503-5.
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himself, he is illustrating that as a member of the temporal
world he is subjcet mankind's ills through awéreness of thg
Oversoul, This metaphysical link that joins men in the tem=
porai‘world as well as in the metaphysical world;_éhould be
acted out in the temporal world, too. If men were linked
by brotherhood in the‘timely, mgterial world then ﬁith the
appearance corresponding with the "rezality"” VWhitman's meta-
physical béliefs.wguld be demonstrable.: Whitman would not only
escapé lordliness but also_bé}vindic&ted,iﬁmhis ideology. If
Whitmanfs program for brotherhood was not based on his theory
'of‘metaphysicé‘conciously,fstill there is an'uhdeniable simim-
larityvbetweeh.wﬁat‘Whitman thought'should oceur in the material
world and ﬁhat he thought did happen beyond the material world,
‘ * ok %

Since brotherhood on the earthly plane was an inétitution
to be achieved}réther than & pre-existing Stéie; there grew |
in VWhitman's mind a definife plan for putting it irto action,
ke in othér;subh-ideal institutions, there weré éertain pre=-
requisites to be performed before the final goal could be
achieved,. The vord "preréquisiﬁea" implies the negative state
of impedimgnts to the functioning of broﬁherhbod; In &isdussing
prerequisites and impediments to brotherhood, I may seem a bit
arbitrary 1h'caliiﬂg one thing an impediment and another a
prerequisite--] could a;moét 285 easily describe the opposite
condition of an impediment &and call it a prerequisite {(and vice
Ver&%). Terminology;‘however, makes it easier‘to choose either

one aspect or the other of a two sided issue and speak in terms
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of the frame of reference it gives us, For example, the equality
of men is one of the prime requirements for the installation
of Whitman's brotherhood:r'"l'have look*d for equals aﬁd lovers
and found them ready for me in all lands,/I think some divine
~ra§porc has equalized me~with,tham:"l7 It would be acceptable
to‘speék)in this case oq inequaliﬁy as an impediment to brother-
hood, but’for purposss of convenience I shall take the first
poiﬁt‘of view and mention ihe second only in relation to the
first..

Whitman's insistence on the necessity of equality often
approaches the_insistence on the mediocrity of men:

o Homer, Shakspere, Voltaire

No palaces, Kings! mlaces nor courts,

Kor armies on the land, nor navies on the sea,

ﬁizrgognb%gzggéiving equal men

24

The key word in this poem is"average On the other hand, Whitman
wpuldfalmost certainly agree that the superior man was~h¢'who
dembnétratedlhis equaliﬁy and his belief;in brotherhodd. In
any case, the concern with equélity is carried inﬁofseveral aspects
of life. One 5£ Whitman's~greatest concerns ié with equality
of the\aexeé)_fAnvaxponenu of woman's suffrage, Whitman was

concerned with'the_equality itself rather than gaining rights

l7Whitman, "Salut au Mondel," in Blodgett, p. 148, 1l. 13-4,
18Whitman, "ggmeriegé.," in Blodgett, pp. 687-8.
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deserved by reason ol equality:
The wife, and she is not one jot less than the husband,
The daughter, and she is just as good as the son,
The mother, and she is every bit &s much as the father,19
Also:
i am the poet of the woman the same as the man, a
And I say it is as great to be & woman as to be a man,
And I say 8here is nothing greater then the mother of
men, 2
The emphasis in these two excerpts is not on what equality allows
one to do, but on the inbereﬁ%;valae of the person on a soul
level and even on the level of sexual functlon.
Equality also pertains to social utructure in its many
aSpectS. Whitman says in general: | |
1 alone of ail bards, am suffused as with the common people.
I alone receive them with & perfect reception and love--
“and they shall receive me,
Yet . Whitman reaches out in brotherhood to more speciflc person/’
images than just_”common people™ in hopes that he will raise
the underdog to the level of equality. Often he secks to lay
his brotherhood on sdcietyﬂs lowest individual:
To cotton~field drudge or cleaner of privies I lean,
On his right cheek I put the family kiss,
- And in my soul I swear I will never deny him.22
He does nat exclude the prostitute from his. veneration'23 the

maltreated, the poor,vthe oppressed Negro, the degraded peraon

11 3;9V¥hitman, "4 Song for Occupations.," in Slodgett, p. 212,
* 5-

23@hibman, "Song of Myself.,” in Blodgett, p. 48, 1l. L25=7.
ZlWhitman; "To the Prevailing Bards.," in Blodgett, p. 665,
22Whitman, "Song of Myself,," in Blodgett, p. 74, 1ll. 1003-5,

23Whitman, "To a Common Prostitute.,” in Blodgett, p. 387,



are subjects of deepest aalamnity,24 because thelr brotherhood
is not confirmed,hy;overt action in the world, VYhether Vhitaan
is demonabr&tiﬁg & point or m&raly trying to tug &t the heatt-.
strings by'pcpularizing the underpriviieged is questlionable. In
defense, it can be said thap Whitman didn't choose only the
underprivilegoed as éubjects for broch@rhaod,lbkt also reveled
emdtionally in the heaglthy, strong and b&autifulapeopla. Still,
the emphasis is on his acceptance of the oppressed and under-
privilagad~
This iz the meal equally amb, this the maat for natural
hunger,
It is for the wicked just the same as the righteous, -
I make appointments with all,
I will not have a single person slighted or laft away,
The kept-woman, sponger, thief, are hereby invited,
The}hemvy»lipp*d slave 1is invit@d, the vanerialee is
invited;
There chall ba no difference betwnen them and the rost,
Ihis is nhe press of a bashful hand, this the fleat and
odor of hair,
This the touch of my lips to yours, this, the muraar of
B yearning,
ihis the far off depth and height refledting my own face,
This the thoughtfal merge of myself, and the outlet again,?5
Whitman. then,uishas to grasp all strata of saciaty into his
cemprahensive brotherhood--he doesntt wiah ta hreak down eoci~
ety and make one. strata, but instead wants all people of all
strata to accept each other as brothers.
However, if eny man takes advantage of his brother, VWhitman
has a harsh word saved for him, And it was ¥hitman's belief

that the arisb¢cracy takes aévahtage of the lower classes: of

24uh1tman, I 5it &nd Look Out,," in Blodgett, p. 272-3,

372-81. 5%hitman, "Song of iyself,,” in Blodgett, p.4b, 11.
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I see sn aristocrat;
I see & smoucher grabbing the good dishes exclusively
to himgell and grinning at the starvation of others
as if it were funny,
I gaze on the greedy hog; he snorts as he roots in the
delicate greenhouse,
How those niggers smell) , '
“ust that hod-boy occupy the same atagg with ne?
Doth the dirt doze and forget itself?
Notice, though, that here VYhitman is not denouncing tho aristo-
crat for his position in society but his anbronherly attitude
touard his social inferior. Whitman woald have been greatly
pleased if class structurs could have baan'&bol&shéd»-bup since
it was not feasable to destroy it, he wis willing to accept
members or'allkatrata &8 oequale in brotherhood, He was willing
to accopt, and pleaded with others to accept all levels of
sociéty as brothers glving mare‘nﬂnderneas to those who had
received less eloewhere, |
in nmy discussion of W. R. B. Lewls in relation to Whitman,
I have perhaps only hinted at samathing that should be gone
into in~more-§enuil. I would say that ~ewis is gorgect in
selecting space as & symbol for that which causes loneliness,
However, the kind of space that Whitman was lost in was not
physical space. He mostly dwelt among men in the city, The
kind af space Whitman lost himself in was transcendental space:
A few quadrill*ons of eras, a few octillions of cubic
leagues, do hazard the span or make it impatient,
They are but parts, any thing is but a part,
See ever so far, there is liaitlesa gpace oubaida mf
that,

Count gver s0 much, there 13 limitless time around
' that

20‘»&1 t i ?!1 ! < % Thy ¥ . "
o AOR 1%_mgfn_ [i,ﬁnow any Beautiful,rhigégj +" Blodgett
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My rendezvous is appointed, it is certain,
The Lord will be there and wait till I come on perfect
: teris
The great éamerado,zgne lover true for whom I pine
will be there,
The loneliness came, as. much as Whitman protesbs to the contrary,
from thg!huadrillions ‘of eras" he must wait before he meets the
"great Camerado® on the'spiritual or metaphysical plene. Ace
tually, physical proximity was a.great prerequisite for his
brotherhoods
In folks nearest to you finding the sweetest, strongest
lovingest,
Happiness, knowledge, not in another place but this place,
not for another hour but this hour,
Man in the first you see or touchy always In friend,
brother, niggest neighbor--woman in mother, gister,
. wife, . .
The first quote celebrates psychological closeness to be achieved
in a metaphysical realm after endurlng the, haruships of time
and spaces It ia in this realm that Whmman finds loneliness,
for he cannot be united with CGod or brother while he is still
on & temporal level, The second qupte,celebratea closeness
on & physicsl level-~to sce and touch the friend and ﬁrother;
The”second‘experience is moressatisfactory because it is more
readilyiéttainabla; It was an errer though if ¥hitman thought
he mould attain psychological closeness through physical
ClOScnass¢ ?PhysiC&l ‘tloseness: 18sanieffect  of ~psychological
closeness-unot the reverses Vhitman's life is. a good example
of thls fuct--he W&Ss physically close to augreatomany people

‘and yet everythin& he wrote emphasized his 1 .eliness.

7 W
Whitman, "Song of Yyself,," in Blodgett, . 82~3, 11.
{1191"200' i & y 1 g ) PP 3,

28Whltm«n,~3A Songnfor Occupations, ," in Blodgett, P 218,
11. 1}8“"‘-&
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In. 2 poesm.entitled "The Sleepers." the:two kinde of proxe
imity a@éire are combined; |

I o from bedside te bedside, I sleep ﬁith the other

- 8leepers each in turn,
I urcam in my dream ... the dreama of the -ther
dreamers, . )

And I become the other dresmers,??
Surely sleeping ‘with & person i& about os close as one can
can come to another person physically. Sleeping {6 elso 2
function comaon to &ll peéple in the some way that Whitman
thought'brotherhaod should be comnon to-#ll‘people. ‘The
specific quote emphasizes both physicel contact &nd the pay~
chological OBéﬁ?%& pf dresning thé'draams of others and oven
becoming tha‘qthars threggh the dresms, The q;oté could also
could be 1naafpruﬁed in & Jungian naNner, The individual bew
comee one with the reat'of‘his‘rgca by’regrassing through
'&raama‘int@.thé CQllactive unconcibua:offthe race, Thug he
bucomes one with thekdaepeaq‘pa?t of all paréonsuathat part
;hat exists'previaaé td the peraonality~sha§ing influencs 6f
thexanﬁirqnmdht. In ény event, pﬁyﬁital praximiﬁy &5 & moans
of growing closer psychologically and thus becoming one with
your brdthers, is explicit in the poem ang.inharent fn all
of Whitman's pgatry; | | |

| Religion, too, can Ba vie&ed ag gither a,sbumblingvblbék

or oxpedient to the end of brothertiood, Orthodoxy in religion,
&8s in all thiﬁgs,u&é:to whitman merely a wall keeping a éarsoﬁ

from seeing the vrue relation of man vo man. JIn "A Soag for

| 29%hitman, in Blodgett, pp. 425-6, 11, 29-31.
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Occupations, Whitman comments on the deadness of religlous
form compared to the living human friend:

then the psmlm sings instead of the sinrer,

- ¥When the script preaches instead of the preacher,.

When the pulpit descends and goes instead of the carver

that carvsd the sapporting desk, . .
I intend to reach them my hand, and make as mugB of
them as I do of men and women like you,

Whitman's raligion is not a Christian doectrine or sectarian
ethical code., His purpose was to contain all religions and
make them work together organically. He varns thati

The measurtd faithe of other l"nds, the grandeurs

of the past,
Are not for thee, but grandeurs of bhine orn,
Deific faiths and amplitudes, @bsorbing, cdmpre-
hending all, 31

511 eligible to all.
In essence, he is suggesting that no religion-nChristian,
Hebrew, Moslem=-~be followed dogmaticallv{ rather, a person
should be able synthesize a religion that encompasses all
religions.,. An effect of this synthetic religion would be
that men would not be separated from their brothers by quar-
reia_between‘different sects. Thelde$ire'to synthesize a
religion by absorbing and comprehending all religiuns was a
facet of Whitman's desire to encompass everything--to be &
kosmos. He wanted to expand his soul, ego and‘experience‘
to enclose gverythingg\ Perhaps he felt tn contain all meant
to lack nothing and never be lcnely. Using %hitman's case
&8 an example illustrates that expansion of the self to huge
proportions seems to disjoint the self and”ﬁaké it unable to

relate to any particular thing,. Whitman could not relate to

30unt - pe 218~
Bgtwiﬁaan, in Blodgett, pp. 218-9, 11, 1lh4=151.

Whitman, "Song of the Universal.," in Blodgett, p. 228,
ll' [48“51.'



-l

individuals but only to the gross generality of brotherhood.
He ‘could not‘rdate to any one religion, only to religion in
‘genersl--and‘tﬁe amorphbus"eversoul. Whitmanté”religion, and
especially the Oversoul, are accessaﬁe to all men and create
no dissention between secbs because of their amorphousnesa.
Still,'hg is right perhaps in thinking that sects divide men,
cértainly, if all men éould‘believe in something as shepeless
as Whitman's feiigion; it wﬁﬁkxit¢mﬁWb_them$a, |

A very important factor that ¥hitman saw as necessary for
brotherhoed was-the unity of the United States. He regarded
America as the place where democracy and equality could flour-
ish allowing men bo be brothers. In "A Song for Occupations"®

he parallels his love for the union with his 1ove for his fellow

men;
We thought our Union grand, and our Gonstitution
- grand
I do not s;y they are not grand and good, for they

are, -
I am thia day just as much in love with them as you,
Then I am in logs with fou, and all my fellows upon
the earth.
The super-ndtionalisnzof the preface to the 1860 edition of
Leaves of Grass was a reaction to rorces at work which would
split the States in the Civil War.23' When the war did break

out Whitman, in a seemingly uncharacteristic manner, urged

32Whitman, in Blodgett,'p¢ 214, 11. 74-8,

33Arthur Golden, "New Light on Leaves of Grasss Whitman's
Annotated Gogy of the 1860 {Third) Edition., " Bulletin of the
New York Public kibrary, LXIX (May, 1915), p. 291.
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relentless war In "Beat! Heatl Drumsl®;

Beat! beat! drumsle-blow! bugles! blowl

Through the windowge-through doors-«burst like a
ruthless force, .

Into the solemn chnrch, and scatter the congregation,

Into the school where the scholar is studying;

Leave not the bridagroom qulete-no happiness must he
have now with his bride, . . .

Baat! best! drumste-blow! bugles] blow}

Make no parley~--stop for no expostulation,

Mind not the tlmide-mind not the weaper or prayer,

“ind not the old man beseeching the young man,
Let not the child's voice be heerd, not the mother®s
entroatiot,
Make evanthe trestles to shake the dead where they lie
awaitving the hearses, ‘

50 strong you thump, O terribla drans-~s0 loud you

' bugles blow.
dowever, oa second spprualssl we remnember that Whitman believed
that the people should be unified--that if the Union wers die
vided, men could never relate to each other ag brothers, If
wir became necessary in the present to preserve the United
Jtaves and thaa the chance for brotherhood in the future, then
Lhitman uould encsmr&be the present evil to giin the fuﬁure
good. "Prom Paumanok 2tarb;ng,r'Fly Like a Bird." relates a
visionary journey that Whitman makes over all the states,
northern and southern, singing of and becoming the stztes.
His true f@elings on the necessity of wa™ to nroserve the
Union.are given in the last three lines:

To sing firgt, {(to the tap of the war-gran if necd be,)

The idea of 211, of the ¥Western world one and inaggurable,
&dnd then the song of each member of these States,.

;‘3¢%hitman, in Blodgett, pp. 283=h.
35Whinman, in ﬁlodg&ﬁt, p. -284.
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The word "member is used here -in a dual sense, meaning both
the individual state inTrélation to the other states, and

the individual as related to all individﬁaié"in the other
~states (brotherho@d). The -attitude toward war though is clear:
if it takes war to preaerve the tinion, Whitman will.support
the war.

After the war, around 1876, Whitman had regained complete-
ly his pptiﬁistic outibok.oh'ﬁhe possibility of brotherhood
within the rejoined Union, ‘In "Handsa ﬁoun@" the joiﬁing of
hands beéémes‘a‘symbol for both individual'brothqrhOQd méde
possible by the Union‘and the brotherhood of the Union itself:

;See! seel where the sun is beaming'

See! seel see! all the bright stars, gleaming'
See by day how the sun 1s beaming

See by night all the far stars gleaming

What the charm of Power unbroken?

What.. the spell of ceaseless token?

? 0 its hand in hand, & a Union of all

What Columbia's 7. friendliesb token?

'Tis the hands we take for the Union of all
Here!s mine--give me thine--for the Union of all
What Columbia's friendliest token?

All hands round for the Union 7 alll . x
Heret's mine~-giva me thine~-for the Union all. . .

Nornhward Souhhward Vestward moving, . .
Clasping, cirecling earthward heavenward}
&mmﬁ!mmmﬁ!mmmﬂ!mmmﬂ!..
Then ocur hands here we give for the Unigg alll
0 its all hand round--and each for ally
A final necessity for the institution of brotherhood is
more a manner»of’gcting thell,&n-action itself to be performed;

and for this reason it is one of the most important, ‘Whitman

36Whitman, in Blodgett, pp. 673-4,
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demands spontenaity of those who would be brothers:

Allonst the road is beﬁore usl ‘

It is safe~~I1 have tried it--my own feet have tried it
wekl-~-be not detaintdl

Let the paper remain on the desk unwritten, and

, the book on the shelf unopentdl

Let the tools remain in the workshop! let the money
remain unearn!d!

Let the school stand! mind not the cry of the

. teacher!

Let the preacher preach in his pulpit! let the lawyer

plead in the court and the Judge expound the law,

Camerado, I give you my hand!
I give you my love more precious than money,
i give you myself before preaching or law;
Will you give me yourself? will you come travel
- with ne?
Shall we stick by each other as long as we live?37
One must be_~willing to give ap all else &nd act spontaneously
according to hisvhrotherly desire, When Whitmdnlsees lack
of spontaneity‘within himself he chaStises.himself:
Oh I have been dilatory and dumb,
I should have made mu way straight to you long ago,
I should have blabb'd nothing but ggu, I should
" have chanted nothing but: you,
The gistvis that a man cannot be a brother unless he throws off
inhibition tafdeélare his love\forrhis brother. He entreats
others to exercise impulses towards brotherhood: "Yhoever
you aret claim your own at any hazzard."39 The claiming of
onets own (realvself?) is urged 'in general and especially
when it appliés to brotherhood. 1In this case, perserverence

in pne%s;spantaneity'is advised.

37
Whitman, "Song of the Open Road.," in Blodgett, pp.
158-9, 11, 214-2b. ’ . ' P

38fw’hitman, "To You.," in Blodgett, pi 233, 11. 9-11,
391bid., p. 235, 1. 39.



=20~

The interesting part of this is that with all his en-
copragemeht of spontaneity, Whitman himself could not be
Spontanéoué., The'inconéisténcy'between his real self and
the self-image he had created~thfough~his poetry made him
constantly aware of himself.g He-had»ﬁo think always of
whether his action would conform to his image of himself,
Thus he was one of most affected of persons--in his dress
he affected the costume of a common worker. In his poetr&
he took on the.usage,of Quaker expressions though he had
never been rémotely related to the Quaker sect. VWhen he
speaks=pf,him5elf as a spontaneous, carefree individual, it
is with,ah,airvof nostalgia-fsuggeating that his concern with
spontangity,is¢based on the concern with.not having it.
Paradoxically, he killed his,spontane1ty through his self-
‘awareness of it., Conversely, it .may be that his own lack
of spontaneity made him aware of its necessity for brotherhood:
He was not yet spontaneous add~he had not yet acheived a
sensé of brdtherhood, therefo;eiitvfollows~that sponaneity
is ve:jflikely a requirement for brotherhood. :Whatever the
Psycﬁéiogicalhimplications of,Whitman’s advbééby of sponta-
neity, it reﬁains that sponteneity is probably the prime‘fe-
quirement. for brotherhood because it affects positively Qll
that which Whitman,thoughtmwodld lead ‘to brotherhocd.

"‘Throughout*his 1ife, Whitman contihued tblwrite'about“
those things which promote or impede brotherhood. Although
I haVe,hétvfollowed his poetry chronologica}lyg it might'bé



well to mention that the emphasis in his early poetry was on

| hoﬁmtoe different‘eleménts (such as democrécy) affected bro-
théfhood. In his later poetry the emphasis lay on the ele-
ment as a principal in 1tself. Homever, Whitman still’ related
the same elements as he did 1in his youth, but does not empha-._
size the cause and efiect relationship.

j Dn the question of originality, Vhitman has & few defen-
ders;bo #ﬁeverwbhaless, Whitman owes much of his theory to
eastern reli gions, especially Hlndustani, and to the German
philosophers. His'theory of brotherhood is much like Emerson's,
Emerson thought in terms of man's limitless potentiél to es~
"oapé the aemands of the body into those of the spirit of man's
brotherhood;‘Whitmao'é‘similar message was the ecstacy of Jjoining
the tﬁo“elements of the}séffahd a wider recognition of the |
essential brotherhood of man, giﬁing man 1imit1essbpoton;ial.hl
The difference is that the material self was not‘ﬁo abaée'it~'
self before ﬁhe spiritual self in Whitman's universe. Whitman
afflrmedthe smmultaneous growth of individual personal;uy @i
the cosmic relationship. He thus affirmal brotherhood on a
‘physical basis in the world. D. H. Lawrence, despite oéiaboring
Whitman in other areas, calls him ", . , the first heroic seer

to seize the soul by the scruff of her neck and plant her down

ﬁ0W~wd-ﬁanning Smith; UWhitman!s Poet=Rrophet-and:Carlylets.
ﬁero," EMLA; LY :(Dec.,: lQhO), P 1146

AlLeon honard, "For a Critique of Whitman's Transcendentale
ism," Modern Language Notes, XLVII (Feb., 1932), p. 81.
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amon g ;he,pctsherds."%z‘ In giv;ﬁgrcredit to Yhitman for this

bit of origlnality, Lawrence is also affirming the fact that

Whitman‘had,qual ?egard for thevphysical and spir;tual side~-

>f brotherhood, For certainly'Whitman recognised a physical

and a spiritual side to brotherhosd., Whitman's originaiity

ioes not lie in the gfct that he thought of anything new, thoygh,
e

bat rather in the way, arranged items cogcther that had not

before been aaeociated.

Finally, ¥hitman should be remembered for his attempt to
amalgamate:all facets of liie;.spiritual and physical,‘ﬁmoaror-
ganic‘philoséphy centered around the principke of the brother-
hood of mén:

. e e Love the earth and the sun and the animals, des-

pise riches, give alms to everyone who asks, stand up

for the stupid and the crazy, devote your income and

labor to others, hate tyrants, argue not concerning God,

have patience and indulgence toward the people, take off

your hat to nothing known or unknown or to any man or
number of men, go freely with powerful uneducated persons
and with the young and with the mothers of families, read
these leaves in the open alr every season of every year:
of your life, re-examine all that you have been ‘told at
school er in church or in any book, dismiss whatever ine

“sults your own soul, and your very flesh shall be & great

poem. o o L
Kith all thefaults we can find in Whitman himself and in his
wWork, still there is the magnanimity of purpose that catches
our attention, Whitman's 1deal transcends any ulterior motives

that he might.have had; for most of us recognise that brotherhood

“2n ﬁ L&wrence, Studies in Classic American biterature
{New Yﬁrk, Thomas Seltzer, 1923}, p. <55. o th 5,
Lreyges of Goam

ABHhitman, npPreface to the 1855 edltion’“ “in Blodgett,
pr 714"'5’ 119 200“090




igs a state to be desired., The effecting of overt action in
trotherhood vwas a tremendous undertaking, and we should not

ﬁeitoo harsh with ¥hitman for being unable to attain his gpal.
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