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PREFACE

The study of ancient literature and society is a dynamic one, As
each age brings its unique experience and understanding to this study,
new explanations, interpretations end insights are developed. Hovever,
each age also tends to ih:pose its own likes and dislikes on works and
events of a prior time, with the result that the geme personality, eveunt,
or piece of literature may be praised in one age and damned in the next,
interpreted in one way in & particular century and in guite the opposite
way in succeeding ones, aciopte& a’s ita oun by one rocleby and shunned
by another.

¥We may use the Jewlsh writer Philo as our example of the varying
manner in vhich an ancient author is viewed., ¥For many centurles Yhilo
' wes Judged a renegade by his fellow Jews and as an eai'ly corellgionist
by many Christiang. He vas thought to have oued 1little debt to Judaism
on the one hand, and to the reek world on the other, Fhilo has also
suffered gross and intentionsl miginterpretation at the hands of anti-
Semitic scholars,

In this long and varied history some attention was given to the po-
1iticel and Messianic content of Philo's vagt corpus, with the general
conclusion being that neither of these two areas ‘was of real concern
to Philo., This view wag first challenged during the first quarter of
the twentieth century by Erwin R. Goodenocugh, whose interpretation of
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Philo led to the conclusion that the writings of thilo contain a number
of passages with political and/or Messlanic overtones. Furthei', Good-
enocugh challenged the previous judgment of Philo ag a man whose entrance
into political life came only late ‘in‘ life. We base many of' our argu-
nents on the canclusioxis reached by éqodenough and on the acceptance of
his interpretation of a number of passages in Fhilo.

Our fundamental thesis 15 that Philo's ainm in attempﬁiﬁg to secure
citizenship for the Jeﬁs oi‘ his coamunity was the eventual overthrow of
Roman rule, This woﬁld not appear to be the most direct method by which
to gecure this aim or the most apparent axplahation for such en attempt.
However, an understanding of Fhilo's politiecal and Messianic ideas and
their resolution with his known and aséumed ﬁolitical activities leads
to the conclusion that this was indeed Philo's aim and method.

Chapter one introduces into our argument & number of neceésary
elements. In the first section the‘ history of Palestine is traced from
the arrival of the Romans to the period just prieor to 65 A.D. The causes
Tor i:he friction beﬁween the Jews and the Romans ave developed, Even the
mraerous concessions granted to the Jews by the Hellenistic world could
not make up for the insults to their religious sensibilitien which the
Jews suffered, or felt thét théy suffered, at the hands of the pagans.
The developuent of opposition to Roman rule 18 outlined. The political
and Messianic elements in such opposition weré. ;areiy, if ever, '.separated.
Hessianic figures promising political and religicus freedom sprang ‘up in
aver:} éection of Pales"bihe fron the véry beginning of the first dentury
fi.D. This oppositiﬁn, whj.le 1t hed at ‘its bage many of 'thé same yearnings
that are found in Philo, must be contrasted in its me"clﬁeds with those
adopted by Pﬁilo. 8til1l, this section makes 1t clear that political
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activity with Messlenic overtones was camon at Philo's time.

- The second section of Chepter one traces the history of the Jews in
Tgypt, especially Alexandria, from the beglnning of the Hellenistic period
to the 'pogrom' in Alexandria in 38 A.D. The causes for the Greek hatred
of the Jews are expleined and also the relations of the Jews with the
Egyptian kings before the arrival of the Romans. The vla;ewish position un-
der the Ptolemies was generally superior -té ;hhat vhich they held under
the Romans, even tﬁcugh the latter profited from extensive Jewish support
vhen they first came into E@:ypt |

The insecurity of the Jews under Roman rule was clearly demonsgtrated
during the riots in Alexandri.a in 38, in which the anti-a‘ewiah Greeks
were gupported by the Roman governor of Egypt., The attompt by Galusg
to introduce his statue into the Temple at Jerusalem ﬁxrnished further
evidence of thils insecurity.

During this period Fhilo led a delegation to Gaius. These events
form the subject matter of Fhilo’s two historical works In Flaccum and
Legatio ad Gaium., Jewish rights were later confirmed under Cleudius,

but the Jews were permanently barred from obtaining citizenship. However,
the attempt by Philo was prior to the decisive edict under Claudius. The

Appendix dealing with the argument over Jewlsh citizenship dn Aiexandria
is magt important, for if the contention that the Jeéza were citizens of

ﬁlexandria prior to 38 iz left unchallenged, ‘then it would be imposaible
10 argue that Pnilo vas seeking citizanahip thrmgh his embagsy.

The fi.rst half oi’ Chap‘ter two develops the arg\ment ’ay including
within it evidence of miln 8 entry into political 1ife at an early age
and documentation cff Pailo's very ac’sive intareat in ‘the practical poli-

tics of his age. ‘me second part. of C’lmp‘ber 2 autlines the basic Messianic



concepts, both Jewlsh and pagan, of Philo's time and discusses the pas-
sages in which Ph:lio nakes reference to the Mesaiah and/or the Messianic
Age,

In the first two chapters we construct a base on which to proceed.
The third chapter develops the idea that Philo's idezl was the individual
possessing an interést in both the pursuit of learning end porticipation
in practical politics, and that Philo strove to be such an individual,
What then was the aim of Philo's political invélvement? The aim, drawn
from his writings, is clearly the eventual overthrow of Roman domination.
However, much Philo waﬁ influenced by the seme Messisnie and political
thought that was having its effect on Palestine, he did not favor the
direct action of the Jews of Palestine, at least at that time. FPhilo in-
troduced into his opposition the element of moral and spiritual strength
as necegsarily precedent to any political show of strength,

In this chapter the various elements of Philo are united. While
many of his ideas were very nmuch ‘in accord with the writings, both Jew-
ish and pagan, of his and prior ages, the totality of his work and ef-

forts sets him apart.
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CHAPTER I
JEWS AND GENTILES IN JUDEA AND EGYPT

Section One: Paleatine from 63 B.C. to 60 A.D.

The higtory of Paleatine from 63 B.C. to GO0 A.D. 18 inexorably tied
to that of the world as uv whole., All of the great actors on the world's
stage played thelr parts in Palestine's theater as well, Rome's leaderg--
republican and imperial-~-Roman governors, Romen procurators, and Roman
adventurers all had a hand in shaping the course of Palestine'’s history.

When Pompey entered Palestine to gsettle intra-family squabbling over
guccession to the leadership of the Jews, he placed this territory under
the general control of the Roman governor of Syria. During his stay in
Jerusslem in 63 B.C., Pompey entered the Most Holy Place of the Temple,

- an ‘aren reserved‘ exclusively for the high priegt, VYet, he did not appro-
priate any of the Temple treasury, or attempt to interfere with Jewish

worghip or ritual.l Mot so M. Iiclnius Crassus » who in 5h plundered the

treasury of thg ‘l’exs:z;:vle.2

As @ reward for the aid which the Jews gave to Juliua Ceesar in his
' Bgyptien campaign, Jurisdiction over all Jewish matterg was conceded to
them. In 45 B.C., Hyrcanus II, who had been appointed leader of Judea

two years before, waaz able to win further concessions from Caegar, which

ljosephua, Jewish Antiquities XIV, £9-763 The Jewish War I, 152-157.
-2ant1q. XTV, 105-109; War I, 179. o :
1



2
vere affirmed by the Senate after his death. Caegar also showed favor
to Jews living outside Paleatine.3 The death of Caegar, as Suetonius
reports it, was considered a great loss by the Jews."

The arrival of C. Cassius in 43 marked & period of economic repres-
sion, a8 he extorted 700 talents from the Jews.”? Cities unable to pay
their allotment saw their inhabitants enalaved.é The Idumean Antipater
and his son Herod, who before had worked to cultivate céesar‘a favor,
ivorked toward the sesme purpose with cassius,”’

The policy of M. Antony toward Judea was besed purely on convenience,
He freed those citizens, whom the rapacity of Cassiug had doomed to slav«r
ery.s On the other hand, he imposed high taxes on Palestine to support
his various enterprises.9 |

Herod was declared king of Judee by the Romsn Senate in 40 B,C.,
after he had traveled to Rome and 8ecured the support of Antony and Oc-

tavian, 10

Herod, however, was not a&ble to take possession of his king-
dom for three yesrs.
At the time Herod was named king, the Parthiana, who had get up the

n Even after the Pare

Hasmonean Antigonus 23 king, dominated Palestine,
thians were driven out by & legate of Antcny, Ventidius, Antigonus ree

mained on the throme of Judea.l? Finelly in 37 B.C., Herod, sided by the

3Antiq. XTIV, 190-222, Ysuetontus, caesar 8%,

6Ant gb XIV, 27&"275; E@r-- I’ 221’222o

“Antiq. XIV, 2723 Wer I, 220,
Tantiq. XTIV, 273-27h; War I, 221.  CAntiq. XTV, 305.305, 31h-322,

9appian, Roman Civil Wars V, 7. . 10ntig. X1V, 377-3%9; War I, 280-295

Wantsq. xIv, 330-369; War T, 248-273.
Ypntiq. XTIV, 392-3933 War I, 288-289.



3
forcea of the Romans, heseiged and defeated Antigonus at Jerusalem,13
In this way Herod took actual possession of this kingdom and aimultane-
ouily brought to an end the rule eof the Hagmonean dynaaty.lh
The Idumean nation, from which Herod came, had been conquered by the
Jewish king John Hyrcanus in ¢, 125 B.C., and thia same king‘had‘forced
the Jewish religion on the irhabitants of Idumes, 1> According to Jo-
gsephus, Herod's femily was a noble one,16 while Julius Africanus states
- that Herod's father had been teken from the Temple of Apcllo et Ascalon
by & band of Idumean ralders end raiged as one of them,27 Doth sources
do agree on Idumean descent,
As time passed, the Idumeans came to regard themselves as full Jews,
although many other Jews did not:.18 Antigonus, in terming Herod a
7(‘ (covda Fog ,19 probably reflected the thinking of most Jews at the
time of Herod's accession to the throne,
However, a story was éirculated by Nicolauz of Damagcus, a member of
Herod'm court, that Herqd's femily was actually e Jewish one, whose an-
cestors were among the leading Jews who returned from Babylon.go No cre-

dence can be given to thig story, since it is at variance with all other

Lpntiq. X1V, 465-491, XV, 5-105 War I, 343-357. “'Antiq. xXIv, boL.

I?Anti . XIIT, 257; XV, 25k Egz I, 63 (but no reference in War to
hig judaizing of the Idumeans).

pntiq, XTIV, 8 War I, 123.

175u1ius Africanus, Epist. 2d Arigtidem ap. Eusebius, Higt, Eccles,
I, 7!11’

Bantiq, X171, 2585 War Iv, 270-282. L19Antiq, XV, Lo3.
28nti1q. XIV, 9.



b
available information.2t Nicolaus may have Wanted to flatter Herod‘
with such & gtery, or Herod himself may have used Nicolaus to spresd the
story in order to win over some who opposed him because of‘his Idumean
descent.22

Herod was strongly imbued with the spirit of the Hellen.stic tra-
dition, and ha'aought'to {ntroduce many Hellenigtic institutions into Ju-
dea. Opposition to this policy'waﬁ often raiged Sy the‘people, who were
 under the influence of a paﬁerful Pharisaic national movement. Therefore,
Herod often showed deference to the wishes of the Pharimees. This 1s
not to say that Herod guppressed to any great degree his desire to build
a great kingdom along the lines of contemporary pagen ones, and there- ©
fore he never approached the ideai that the Pharisees set before him.

His building program required huge sums of money, which were obe
tained through incressingly unpopular and heavy taxes. Further opposi-
tion developed among the Pharisees, who sew in Herod a king who did not
have £he 'right' to rule over the Jews, for the Romans and not G-d had
given his kingdom to him,

As early in his reign as 25 B.C., a plot to assassinate Herod was
fn&mnlaied; enly to fail when the ccnnpiracy Qasrbetrayed;Qh' Another
method of opposition wag adoptad by some Phnriaees who refuaed to gueay

an oath of allegiance to Herod or the emperor.25

: 21Emil schurer, A Histcry of the Jewish People 1n the Time of Jesua
Chriat, I, 314, ‘ ‘ v

| 227me former reason is given by Josephug himself in Ant % XTIV, 9.
The latter opinion is that of Mary Smallvood in her edition Fhilo's
Legatio ad Gaium, 293 :

23gchurer, op. cit., I, ki3-bhs, 2'Antlg. XV, 2%0-2%.

 gnaq. xv, 368-360 (for oath to Herod); Antiq. XVII, hi-h2 (for
cath to Augustus).
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In order to hold the people in check, Herod made uge of increasingly
repressive measures.26 At the game time he added further fuel ’éo the
fires of opposition by his introduction of compét:ltiva gemes, not only at
caesma,‘ but even at Jmu-u}sa.l.em.27 Thege vere conai_dered by many Jews
as serious offenses againat the Mosaic Law and wore éon_demned an lauu':h.28

When, in the closing days of the reign ‘of Hex;od, it became apparent
that bhe wasnt¢ going to recover from a Serious illneas, a group of Jews
took a dangerous step to express their hatred of him, ILed by two rabbis,
Judag and Matthias, this band of Jews tore down the golden eagle which
Herod had placed on the Temple at Jernsalem,29 Weak though he was,
Herod condemned the leaders of this plot to be burned alive.3% Jo-
gephus records that Herod ordered the most distinguiahed Jeaders of the
Jews 1o be killed vhen he died, g0 that the’re would be mourning at his
death, 3l This crder was not carried out.32

Herod's death in l; ‘B.c. created & poer vacuum iwhich vas filled by
a sei'ies of rebgllionﬁ. Archelaus, named chief heir 4n Herod's will,
vas called on by the people to puniah those who had advised Herod to
murder the two rabbis, who had reacted strongly when they received nevs
that Herod lay near death, Violence fbllmred, during which a detachment
of Archelsus! trocps was routed by the populace. Only @ general attack

26Antg.g . XV, 291-296, 365367,

. Antiq, XvI, 136-138, War I, 415 (at Caesarea)s Antiq. XV 267~268
(st serusaion). = ’

Bpntaq, xv, 274276,  pntiq. WII, 91573 War T, 648652,
3%ntiq, XVII, 158-167; War I, 653-655.

Dantiq, XVIT, 1793 Har I, 659-661.

32%nt1q, XVII, 1935 War I, 666.
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of the arniy brought an end to this rebellion, with great loss of life.33

As Archelasus left for Rome to press his claims for the kingship, an=-
other revolt occurred, which wag put down by the Syrian governor Varua.3h
When Sabinus, sent by Augustus as procurator to Palestine, oppressed the
Jews, another tumult resulted, which the Romans egain crusghed. Sabinus
took the opportunity to steal 400 talentg from the Temple treasury, 3’

After the initial success of Sabinus the rebellion spread through-
out the nation, In Jerusalem itself the Jewish rebels, gtrengthened by
a group of soldiers who had served under Herod, beseiged Ssbinus and his
forces in the Palace of He:t‘t:d.?‘6 In the neighborhood of Sepphoris in
Galilee, Judas, son of Ezechias, gathered a number of armed men around
himgelf, His aim may have been to obtain the royal crown for himself.
Indeed, such was the aim of one Simon, an ex-slave of Herod's, who col-:
lected a band of men in the Peree and hed himself proclaimed king. His
dreang of glory were guickly ended by a detachment of Roman goldiers, who
defeated his band and put him to death._37 Another individual who is said
to have claimed the royal erown at #bout the same time wag Athronges, an
ex-shepherd,38 | o |

" In short, ﬁhis was & period of general rebellion, with each seeking
vﬁaﬁ was to hig own greatest Wanmgé.' ,'i‘he one common aim, to which all
the people seemed to be working, was the liberation at all cost of

33antiq. XVII, 206-218; War IT, 4-13.
antiq. XVIT, 250-2515 War 1T, 39-LO

3aatiq. xVII, 252-264; War I, H1-50.

36Antig. XVII, 265-268; War II, 51-5h,

3%11;19‘. XVII, 2712763 War II, 56-59.
Bpatig. XVIT, 278-28Y; War II, 60-65.



Palestine from Roman 'power.39

Varug quickly returned and gent Sabinus out of the country., Of the
Jewish rebels, at least 2000 were crucified, The city of Sepphoris was
burned and its inhabitants gold into slavery. Nevertheless, he treated
the mass of rebels with a fair amount of clemencyoh{_) |

The scene shifts to Rcmie, where all three claimants to Herod's va-
cated throne, Aﬁtip&s, Philifp, ag well as Archelaus; were attempting to
obtain Augustus’ support.’l The Jewish people seat their cwn delegation,
 which urged that none of the Herodians be appolnted kingj rather, that
the Jeus be allowed to live according to thely own laws under Roman suw
zerainty.l‘a Augustus, hmever, choge to disregard the pleaa of the Jewa,
and he divided Herod's kingdom between his three scns.u?’

Between 4 B.C. and 41 A.D., Palestine was vruled as three separate
entities. One section, under the coutrol of Philip from b B.C. to 3% A.D.,
was given to King Agrippa I in 37, Another section, msde up of Galilee

- and the Perea, was controlled by Herod Agrippa during almost thia entire
period. The third territory, which included Judea proper (with Samaria
_and Idumea), was under the power of Roman procurators, who began arriving
"4n 6 A.D., after the removal of Archelaus, Of these, only FPhilip earned
a reputetion ag a falr end peaceful vking.m‘ ’

Herod Antipas offended orﬁhndm: sengibilities when he constructed
his new capitel of.Tiberias in 19 A.D., on the site of a former burying-
ground, Such a location was uninhabitable for Jews who continued to

3%churer, op. eit., IT, 4. Oantiq. XVIT, 286-298; War II, 66-79.
“lantig. ¥VIT, 219249, 299-317; Wer II, 20-38, 80-92.

l“:"And;ig. XVII, 299-31%; War II, 80-92.
L v

L

3ant1q. XVII, 318-320 War IT, 93-97. ' ‘Antig, XVITI, 106-107.
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obgerve ceremonial impurity upon contact with & gr&ve.l‘s

Far better mn and of more significance are the relations between
Herod (Antipms) and both John the Baptist ana Jegus., Each of these car-
ried on &t least payt of thelir activities in the territory of Herod., Joe
gephus records that Jobn attracted a large erowd by preaching plety and’
xigfxteounnesn. Hearing of this, Herod fesred that John might uge his
great influence to raime a mbellim-, and he thought 1% beat to get rid
of hinm right away. Aacordingly, aﬁ his eormand John vas put to duth.%

It is Quite Iikely that Josep!ma m comctly identified the
grounds for Herpod's fear of John a8 & fear of political trouble. The
excitement that John produced, while 1t may have been primarily of a re-
ligious mature, was not lacking & political element, sspecially as most
Jews 4id rot separate their religious and political longings. 7

Sti1l, there 18 the possibility that the Gospel writers are correct
in stating that Herod had John killed because of the latter's oppositien
to Herod's marrisge to his sister-in-law Herodias.8 The Gospel mccount
also includes guch details es the long fmprisomment of John and the dance

ing of Salcm.l’g
Altbough Jesus had begun his preaching befare John died, Herod did

‘not learn of his deeds until after the death of John., Herod feared that
John himself had returned to contime his work.,  This time Herod

tig. XVIII, 36-38. (For laws concerning such impurity, Numbers
XDE, 11’16.) '

opntaq. xvITI, 116-119.

¥lgehurer, op. cit., II, 2!4.25, Touis H, Feldman, editor, Works of
osephus, IX (lLoeb adj.tion), .

“yutthew XTIV, 3-5; Mark VI, 17-18; Iuke III, 19.
YOattnew XIv, 6-12; Mark VI, 19-29; Luke ITI, 20.
SOMatthew XIV, 1-2§ Mark VI, 14-163 Luke IX, 7-9.
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attempted to silence hig enemy not by force, but by persuading him to
leave his territory voluntarily, but Jesus replied that he would not
loave witil he had completed his work there.’l Iater Jesus did leave
Galilee and proceed to Jerusalem and his death. Antipas met Jegus thers
shortly before his crucifixion,”2

The earea of chief aétivity,‘hovever, was'tb be Judes itself, which
st the begluning of this period was under the control of Archelaus. How=
ever so intolerable was his reign that an ewbassy of Jews and Samaritans
succeeded in having hin remcved from power to venistment in 6 4.0.53 Thia
removal led to the errival of the procurators.

These proéura?tora were from the equestrian order, and upon thelir
arrival there occurred fundamentsl changes in conditions in Judea, Herod
and his successors, as friendly as they were to the Remans, still had a
baslic underatanding of and respect for the Jeﬁsh vay of life., They prue
dently avoided major religlous confrantationa. The Remang, however, ale
most completely lacked such an appmciaﬁon. They could not understand
the ardor of the Pharisees, who would willingly submit to the chré. for
the preéérvation 6: certain rites and ceremonies. Even such seemingly
inoffengive administrative actions as the teking of a census were seen
by many Jews as en encréa.cmm on theii sacred rights. Such & census
was proposed at the very begluning of the reign of the procurators; the
situation was bound to get worse as the years went by. Those very Jews
who at first welcomed the procurators grew vto believe that such power
‘was irreconcilsble with the principle of theocracy,

Slruke xTTT, 31-32, (These verses have been interpreted in this
manner by many expositors. Schurer, op. cit., II, 29.)

2ruke XXITT, 7-12, J3Antig. XVIT, 342-348; War II, 111.113,
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Undexr these circumstances rutual an? genuine good will was never
fully attainea, Although the lesders of Roma, excepting Gaius, were
generally willing to make concessions to the Judeans, the procurators,
with whon the Jews had dailly contaet, rarely aﬂopted 8o coneiliatory &
mod In fe.et, the bmauers.ta, inflated as they were by a aense.of
their own :lmgoa*bance, eventua:!.ly drqve the burdened and cppressed
people into & war whose only result could be aunﬂ;ﬁ.gﬁmﬁ“ ‘

Further adding to the anger of the average Jew waa the fact that
many of the customs-gatherers, such as the two recorded in the Book of
Luke, Were Jewish and sppeared to be galning their vealth through cole
laboration with the Remans,”” This was particularly true as the rates
for such customs were often indefinite, providing mmerous opportunities
for ‘the tax-gatherer to enrich himself at the expense of othera, 7

Oon the othey hand, mmemus incidents indicate that Roman officiel
not only tolerated, but actually protected Jewish worship when it suited
the purpose of the Romans, For example, the Syrian goverm Petronius
ordered the city council of the clty of Dora to remove a statue of the
emparar that had been placed in the sypagogue theve.’? A soldier who
. hod been soen tearing up & Torah Scroll was put to desth by the pro-
curator Cumanus.8 mportant Rcmana even presented gifts to the Temple
. at Jeruselem and offered sacrifices there, Anéustud and Iivia ere re-
ported to have sent brasen wine vessels and other gifts to the Temple,5?

Shgemurer, op. clt., II, l;z;hs;

. 55Luke XX, 2. (Fnr the Mentiﬂcatim eo? 'hheae men &s Jeus,
Bchurer, op.. e:.t., 1T, 70.)

563ahurer, op. c.it., IT, Th. '57 : g m,; 30‘0-311:_
5% v, 562-563; m, Legatio ad Gatum 319.
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and in 15 B.C. Marcus Agrippa visited Jerusalem, at which time he won the
crowds over by offering & sacrifice at the Temple,50

Exceptional steps were scsetimes taken by the Romans to respect the
Jewish yprchibltion against graven images, For example, coinage struck
in Juﬁea’. was wif.hodt the image of the emgeror.sl ‘The Roman governor Vi
te;lius 8o desired not to offend thé Jews that he had his troops march
around Judea, rather than have them enter Jewish lends bearing standards
upon which_the'anpem:'a ploture was shown., At this time he also went to
Jerusalem and sacrificed gﬂ: the Temyle.& On another occasion Pontius
Pilate sought to disregard this Mibitim and introduce into Jerusalem
standards bearing the ermperor'u likeness. The firm opposition of the
Jews forced him to withdraw them haatily.s‘?’ .

It might appear that the Jéwé'had, scant grounds for complaint. How-
ever, neither the justice and tolerance of the official Roman policy nor
the occasional acts of concession on the part of a governor or procurator
could obliterate the fact that in general the bureaucrats on the local
level were neither so nmiera’tmding nor faly-minded.

We shall see that, as the yea.rs pasaed it became increasingly more
dit:t‘iqult for the Jews to aceept being ruled, as opposed to their ruling
in accordance with the lofty ideals éf the Chosen People concept., Such
vas the populer sentiment. A possible alternate conclusion--that the Roe
man rule, though pagan, was divinely gent and uught thus to be obeyed--fell
into increastng dsfevor.S |
- Into thia pc!ctxzre ’che entmr:e o:f a militmrt element should not be

Etia 2915-2'97 6}‘ chnmr, op. cit., II, 77.'
- 82pngsq, xvTII, 221-122,  S3pn tig. xm:r. 55-59; Wer IT, 169-17h.
6lgenurer, 92. cit., II, 9.
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gurprising., As early as the arrival of ths first procurator in 6 A.D.
and the preposal for a census, individuals and small groups began to
proach revoluticn in the name of religion. The leader of these early ace
tivities was Judas of Gamala, who is usually identified with that Judas
who took part in the disturbances afber Herod's death.®5 Altnough such
ravolutionigts were not initislly successful, they eventually succeeded
in founding & strict fanaticel party among the Pharisees. These early
groups and their guccessors are generally ldentified with the Zealots.
They were unwilling to submit quietly while waiting for the Mesalanic
hope to be fulfilled through divine means, Rather, they wanted to move
actively toward the fulfiliment of the Messianic hope by armed oppoaition
to the Remsung, Though a small minority at fivst, the Zeamlots became in-
creasingly more important in the following years,®6

There were seven procurators in Judea between 6 A.D. and k41, of
whom the most important was Pontius Pilate, who governed from 26 to 36,
Philo includes & general description of his base character in his leg atio,57
| s attempts to introduce certain standards into Jerusalem have been
mentioned sbove. At this point we may 8dd to that account details of the
Jewish opposition to the plan. The people poured into Caesarea to prc-}
test this plan, and even when gurrounded by menaeing troops they remained
gteadfast in their opposition. Under such circumstances Pilate had no
choloe but to yleld to Jewish sensibilities in this matter,%d

Ister Pilate set up in Jerusalem votlve shields to Tiberiuas, oan

65Antiq. XVIII, 1-10, 23-25, XX, 102; War IT, 117-118, (For the
ident cat on of this Judaa with the earlier leader of the same name,
55schumr, op. cit., II, 80-8L. STregatio 301-303.

Bant1q, XVIII, 57-59; War II, 171-17h,



13
which the emperor's name was written, Evea this would not he tolerated
by the people, who successfully petitioned Tiberius for their remmral
Tiberius saw clearly that Pilate's primary motive in settiﬁg up the
shielda was to provole the Jews and not to honor him,69 |
~ Further opposition developed when Pilate expropriated money from

the treasury of the Temple to build an aqueduét. Crowds of protesting
Jews surrounded him in }Jamnélem, as they had done before at Caesgares.
Pilate, haviug been formrned had ordered soldiers dressed like civil-
ians to mix with the crowd, At & certain moment they took out the
eluobs théey had gmcaalad ‘and begw‘ to beat the crowd meiciiessl:;. Hony
wars killéd bafore the aéwmtrators were dispéraed.”o |

The ew Mtamat beara withess tb other popular up;:'iainga during
the time of Pilate, According tdf.he‘ narrative of Luke, Pii&te had &
wumber cf‘ persong from Galilee killed while thejr vere offerihg sacri-; _
fices at the Temple in Jeruaalmx.n An insurrection and cha,rge of mur=
e 18 asnoeiatea vith the name Daravbas.”2 |

m%;a 2 dcmfau came when he bad & mumber of Smritana senge~
leaaly alaug’trtared. The samritans beln.eved that on Mount Gerizim the
- soored utensils of the Tmpla had beeu burfed since the time of Momes.
Iu the year 35 & Smﬁm gathered a crowd togethey and waa preparing
.ta lead them :‘m the aseexm of Mot Gerizim to *view these u‘censila, when
troops of Hemd arrived, Swe of tha Samari‘i:ans were killed and athera
pat into prigon.’ 3 obvlcusly Pilate attached some political importance

®9regatic 299-305, TOAmtiq. XVITI, 60-625 War IT, 175-177.
Thiyke XTIT, 1. [CMark XV, 73 Iuke XXIII, 18-19.

T3antiq. XVIIT, 85-87. (¥or this belief emong the Samaritans, Feld-
m’ v O to' 61"‘62.)
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to the gathering, while the Sama.ritane gaid that they had gathered for no
revclutionary parpose. At this point the Samaritans acught re&resa fran
Vitemus, the governor of Syria. Vitemua intervoned and remved Pia

e, Th - .

. Thig v:ltellius, ¥ho was governor from 35 to 37, dictinguished hi:naelf

a8 & friend to the Jews on numer:ms occaslions, Referenca has alread; been
nade to the care with *which he observed the Jtmish pro}zibition against
graven images. In addition, Vitelliva also won i’avor with the Jewa Ly
rmitting a market tax in Jeruaalem and by mtoﬂng to the cuatody oi‘
the Jews the vestments of the high priest.’>

In the year 41, Herod Agrippe, a grandson of Herod the Great, obe
tairied the k:i.ngship' over most of Paie’stine@ Agrippa was threeLQuartars |
Idumean and only ona-:quarﬁer‘ Jewish by desce'nt‘, that one quarter being
his paternal gran&motl&er Mariamne, grmiddaughter of the Imemonean I;yr-
caxma.m ﬂotwithstamling his deacent hia reign ‘wae vieved a8 a golden
age for Judaign. 7! The most inmorbant of his acf;ivits.es on behali‘ of
the Jews ‘will be discussed belm, He adopt;ed 8 hoin‘cile‘ attitude toward
the early Christians and pagans,7S o N

The account of hig death in bb 18 most intemsting Both uosepmm
and the Hew Testament have recorded his death.® In both sources, caeaarea
is the place of his death, .Agrippa isg dreaaed in royal ro'uea, the cmds

?h Antiq, XVIII, 88-89. TiAntiq, XVIII, 90, xv, 405,

Tosmalivood, o op._clb., 292—293 TTAntiq. X1X, 328-33h.

- T8xcte XTI, 1-19 (for attitude tovard Christians); Antlg. XTX,
356-358. (1he rejoicing at Agrippa's desth by those soldiers in the Jo-
sephussgc%tation has baen taken as evidence of this, Schurer, op. cit,,
II, 1 . . . L .

79@1;3_5, m, | 3&37-352; Acts XIT, 3.9-—23.
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flatter him, end he dies suddenly. In Acts, Agrippa iz killed by an an-
gel of G-d, when he allows himgelf to be carried away by the ahéuta of
the crowd who declare that his is the voice of a god. In Josephusg, the
erowds address him as & god, and Agrippa allows them to do so. In this
account, an owl appears as the sign of the imminent death of Agrippa.

Between the death of Agrippa in Ll and the comencement of hostili-
ties in 66 there were seven procurators over the Jews. Ione of them
fully appreciated the necessity of respecting certain Jewlsh peculisri.
ties and sensibilities,B0 on a whole, thege procurators were fer more
ruthless and cruel than those who preceded Agripps, and their unbinding
and short-gighted policies provoked the Jews even more because they
eould remsmber the comparatively popular and free reign of Agripps.

An incident of major importance occurred during the period of the
firat psst-Agrippan procurator, Cuspius Fadus. A man nemed Theudas,
claiming to be & prophet, led & large mumber of his followers down to
the Jordan River, vhose waters would part, he promised, at his comuand,
His purpose was clear, at least to Padus, who saw this as ¢ firat step
in an attempt by Theudag to convince the people of the divine nature
of his proposed contest with Rome,  Before Theudas could test his pow-
era, the troops of Fadus attackéd 'I‘heu&@' band, killing many. Theudes
himpelf was decapitated and his hesd sent to Jerusales,Bl 1t would ep-
pear obvious that there was a popular yearning for some sort of Mesalanic
figure to lead the people against thelr commod enemy, Rome,

Under Tiberiug Alexander, the nephew of Pailn and the next procurator,

Sﬁschurer, op. ecit., II, 166-167.

&An‘c_:}g XX, 97-98. (For the interpretation of the motives of
Theudas and Fadue, Schurer, op. ci“c., IT, 168, Thendas is aleo mentioned
in Acts V, 36.)
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two sons of Judas of Gamala, James and Simon, were crucified. The actién
wag taken on the grounds that they were contemplating sction similar to
that of their father.82 | |

Although the times of the first two procurators were not without
difficulties, they were later viewed as calm in comparison with the
years that followed.83 Three major outbreaks marked the periocd of the
third procurator Ventidius Cumanus (48-52).

The first incident occurred when & Roman soldier grossly insulted
a crovwd of Jews who had gathered in Jerusalem during the Pasgsover sea-
son, Cumanus tried unsuccessfully td calm down the Jews, finally ré-
sorting to armed force, Josephus estimates that perhaps>aa many as
30,000 were Ikilled in the crush which tqok place.as’thé peoéle tried
to escape.ah

Reference hagvalready bee§ made to tﬁevsegond event; at which tine
Cumanus sentenced to deaﬁh a soldier charged with tearing up a Torah
scroll. | | ” .

Cumanus' behavior in the last incident cost‘him his poaitién aé
procurator. When some Galilean Jews were murdered in a Samaritén village
and Cumanus, having been bribed by the Samarztans, refused to take any
action, a group of Jews decided to take matters into their own hands.l
Under the leadership of two zealous Jews,‘Alexander and Eleazar, a
large number of armed men attacked Samaria, killing many. Subsequently,
Cumanus and his forces attacked this Jewish band, inflicting heavy case
ualtieg and taking others;prisoneré.‘ A temporary tfuce vas érraégéd Sy

some of the leading Jews in Jeruéalem,‘ Both gides, Jewish and Samaritan,

| 82antig. XX, 102, (For the interpretation of motives, Schurer, op.
eit., II, 170.)

83gar 11, 220. Hantiq. xX, 105-112; war 11, 203-227.
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then sgnt embagsies to the Syrian governor,' Ummidius Quadratus., As a
result of his own investigations, sone of the Jews and Samaritans re-
sponsible for the troubles were m.lled, but the leaders on both sides,
along with Cumanus, were sent for ,judgment to Rome.85 At Rome the em=-
- peror Claudius decided in favor of the Jews and had the Samaritan leaders

executed. Cumanus was ex:‘.le:d..86

Tt hag been gald that the term of the next procurator, Felix (52-60),
marks the turning point' in the dréma which was to conclude with the great
rebellion.87 Therefore, 1t is fitting that we close this section with
him, for witix Félix the die is cast and open rebellion becomes only &
matter of time.

We have Tacitus as witness to the cruelty with which Felix managed
his province.88 It would appear that the activities of the Zealots in-
ci-eased, perhaps ag a result of the cruelty of Felix, He r#ade 2 deter-

nined attempt to rid himself of their menace and succeeded in capturing
a leading figure among then, ﬁ‘.leazar. He,btogether with those‘ of his
fcllwers whom Felix captured, was sent to Rome for punisl'ment.89

There‘arose at this point another group, the Sicarii, who _received
their name from the daggers (sicae) with which they Were armed. Thé two
>accounts of their activities in Josephus differ in some aigniﬁcant vaysa.
In one place Josephus says that Felxx himself sometimes hired these
gicarii to assassinate his own ‘eneznies. Such is gaid to have been the

fate of the high priest Jonathan,9° In the other account the gicarii

85nt1q. 50{, 118-133; War II, 232-2lk.

__y_‘t_:_i_.g_. XX, 131;-136; War II, 2&5-2&6.
878&%; op._cit,, II, 174, 88Tacif:us, History V, 9.
89hnt1q. XX, 160-161; War 17, 253. PAntiq. XX, 162-166
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are viewed ag a distinct and new group. There 18 no mention of their be=-
ing paid to assassinate anyone, but there is great emphasié on the panic
they caused by thelr assassinations, Here, also, they are credited with
the murder of Jonathan and many others, 9t

In addition to the sicarii, there appeared a growing number of self-
proclaimed prophets, who claimed as their divine mission the deliverance
of the Jews.92 This deliverance can only be understood as & movement
avay from the rule of Rome to the promised freedomn of the kingdom of G-d.

The most famous of these reiigious figures with a Measianic character
wag an BEgyptian referred to in Josephus and Acts. 93 Josephus states that
this Eayptian had gathered around him a large erowd with which he vas
going to climb the Mount of Olives, There he would command the walls
of Jerusaler to fall. Then, his followers could enter Jerusalem, over-
power the Romans, and seize control of the government with him as leader.
Felix stopped the Egyptian before he could begin, with many being killed
or impfisoned. The Egy?tian escaped, and many wmay have hoyed for his re-
'turn;93 Such actlion by Felix does not seem to have stopped Jewish ac-
tivity, for Josephus records an increased number of anti-Roman actions
on the part of the Jews. There may also have been a joining of forces
‘between the Jewieh leaders whose activities were primarily political and

those who clalmed for themselves a propbetic misa10n.9h

Mar TT, 254-257. PPAntiq. XX, 167-168; Her II, 258-260.

93Anmg. XX, 169-172; War IT, 261-263; Acts xXI, 38. (That the
Egyytian 8 return vas hoped fo: for is based on an interpretation of the
verse in Acts.. Schurer, gp, elt., 180.) |

Pantiq, ¥, 172; Hax TH, 264265,



Sectlon Two: Egypt from the Beginning
of the Hellenistic Age to 3Y A.D.

The purpose of this section is to trace the historical development
of the Jewish community in Egypt, partlicularly in Alexandria, from the
time of Alexander the Great's arrival in Egypt in 332/331 B.C. to 38 A.D.,
the year of the great 'pogrom' of Alexandria. Speclal éxnphaais ie placed
on the relations between the Jewish and Greek residents of Egypt and the
gradual worsening of thelr relations under Roman dominstion. An sppendix
wlll deal with the vexing problem of Jewish citizenship in Alexendria,

Josephus states that Jews formed an element of the populaticn of
Alexandria from its foundetion by Alexander,9” but there is substantial
evidence to the eontraz'y; Tn effect, Josephus says that the first migra-
tion of Jeus to Egypt in the Hellenistic period can be dated to the time
of Alexander himself, and that Alexander gave these Jews cerbaln rights.
Our discussion will shw that literary and historical sources do not sub-
stantiate this claim, but that it can be ‘explained as an apology on the
part of Josephus.

The two most important sources for the Hellenistic pericd in Egypt,
Aristéas and Hecataeus, say nothing of a Jewish migration under Alexander.
Aristeas, who made use of the v’rork'bf Hecataeus, refers to Jewish migra-
tions beforé Alexander and after him, but dates none to the time of Alex-
zmder.96 While Jcsephus usés Hecafaeus»as a source ami cites him as evi-
dence of other benefactions to the Jewa on the part oi‘ Alaxander,97 he

does not do go in respect to Alexander's reported settling of the Jews in

PBJosephus, Against Apion II, 35-142; War II, L487.

96Victcz' Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization and the Jews, 272,

Mea, 11, 13, |
19
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Alexandria,

Josephus states that the Jews received civic rights fram Alexander
in return for the help they gave him In his battle to conquer Egypﬁ.%
However, Alexander had no need to resort to arms, for the Egyptians
gladly welcomed him in preference to the rule of the Persians,?? Jo-
gephus further states that Alexander marked out a certain section of
the city for Jewish habitation,loo while in truth Alexander's foﬁnding
of the clty was linmited to amrml of only its general plan and would
not have included any such detail Ol |

We can find an spologetic basis for thié story in its aim tb raise
the prestige of the Jews in the eyaa of the Greéka. Tha story would
shc& that the Jews were to be numheréd along with the Greeks as the con-
querors of Egypb and not lumped together with the lowly Egyptian natives
a8 the conguered,l02

Extracts from a Jewish legend for the foundation of Alexandris are
preserved in-the "Alexander ‘Remence” aseribed to Callisthenes. .This
story, which includeé the de*&ail' of Alexander's marking off the Jewish
section for the worship of G-d, may have been composed in the first cen-
tury 4.D,103 This legend and the story related in Josephus mey have had
& common source. . o | - | |

While we cannot accep't';' the sﬁory of Josephus concerning the arrival
of the Jews during the timé of Alexander, we ‘can £ind an account of the
éarnest»mi@ration of the Jews into Egypt during the 'Hellenisti_e period
in Aristess s W}‘zeré' it is staf.ed that ‘100,0'00 Jewish capi;ives ,weré brought

9Bea, 11, 35, b2; War 1T, 467.  Prcherikover, vp. cit., b, 32L.
100_::__1\3_& II, 35. ' 101Tcherikov:ar, op. cit., 513.
1021044, , 321-322, 1Wmbid., 512-513.
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to Ezypt at the time of Ptolemy I (323-283). Of this nmnbe.f, 30,000 vere
nen of military age and these were plsced in fortresses, while the rest
were reduced to slavery. The number of captives 18 undoubtedly exagger-
ated, but the historical fact of a large forced migration of Jews to
Egypt under Ptolemy I remainsg «em‘.am.i.shad.m"t

Under Ptolemy II Philadelphus (283-216), son of the previously men-
tioned ruler, those Egyptian Jews who had been slaves were set free,105
This may be taken as evidence of the growing importance of the Jewlsh
cmm!unity and its close relstionshlp end cooperation with the ruling
femily,106

Fraom the Ptolemaic period we have no documented evidence of any or-
ganized antl-Semitic acti.vi‘b;,r,‘m7 although certaln Egyptlens, omong them
Manetho, did write sttacks against the Jeus . 108 Manetho wag an Fgyptian
priest under Ptolemy II, and these priests vere most eager to balance
the unfavorsble picture given of the Egyptiens in the Biblical version
'of the Exodus with an Egyptien story equelly unfavorasble to the Jews.
This is the nature of the anti-Semitic attack of Menetho, who probably

collected legends that had been circulated for many yearsg to give the

1044 15teas 12-14, (Cited in Tcherikover, op. cit., 272-273 end
"H. Idris Bell, Cults and Creeds in Graeco-Roman Egypt, 32. Antiq. XI71,
7-8 and cA, II, 44 are dependent on these sections of Aristeas, H. St.
J. Thackeray, editor, Works of Josephus, I /Loeb Edition/, 310.)

103)ristens 22-24, (Cited in Tcherikover, op. cit., 273-27h. Jo-
sephus gives the seme information in cA. II, 45 and Antiq. XII, 11 snd
24<33. This latter citation includes the text of Ptolemy's decree, found
also in Aristeas.)

106'I\cherikcver, op. cit., a7k,

10Tpe11, op. cit., 39, where he defines cnti-Semitism ss "hostility
to the Jews ag Jews, whether on religious or social growds . . N

5 mam'bracts from the work of Manetho are found in cA. I, 73-~102 and
228-253.
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Egypticns' side of the atory. The aim of this accoxmt was to show that
the Jews had been a mob of lepers end had beeu expelled fron E@pt after
having ruled i‘h brtrball,y for 13 years.lo9 This book is generally con-
sidered the first literary expression of anti-Semitism, 110

There are, in addition, stories relating anti-Jéwish acts by two of
the Ptolemies. The third Book of Maccabees attributes such an act to.
Pholemy IV Fullopator (221-205). After he was denied entrance into ‘the
Holy of Hclies of the Temple at Jerusalem, Ptolemy returned to Egypt and
began to vent his anger by persecuting the Jews of Alexandria, W”nep
ﬁlese Jeus refused to oﬁey his order thet they worship Ddonysus, he drove
a w.inber of elephents against them. The elephants, however, turned and
attacked Ptolemy's own goldiers. Seeing this, he repented and granted

i Joserhus tells o simller story con-

112

specianl protecticn to the Jeva,
ceyning .Pbolgw VIII Euergetes IIX. It appears that this story has
more historical value as it relates to the later Ptcalem’,ll?’ fqr, a8 ve
chall aee, he did have probable reascns for disliking the Jews, The

author of III Maccabees probably edopted the story to his own propa-~

gandist purposes, sometime in the early flrst century A.D.lll* Both
writers state that the Jews of Alexandria continued to celebrate such a

deliverance with ] feast.lw‘ Thus it would appear that some truth is 7

10STenerikover, op. cit., 363, = OIbid., 273, 363-364.

Lilmig story, found in IITI Maccabees V-VI, is swmerirzed in
”cheri}:sver, op._cib., 274~275, and Bell, op. cit., 39.

.SA_- II; 53"55-

llBTcherikwer, op. cit., 275, 282; Bell, op. cit., 40; Thackersy,
op, cit., 31h-315. '
llhBell, op._cit., 40; Tcherikover, op. cit., 275.

115317 Mecenbees VI, 363 cA. 1T, 55.
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contained in these stories, at least to the extent thet at some time dur-

ing the reign of the Ptolemies the Jewish comunity had been in grave

danger. 116

Generally, however, the relations of the Jews with the Ptolemies
were harmonlous. In fact, on several occasions Jews tock part in the
dynastic quarrels which characterized the Phiolemale royal house.

This was particulayly true under Ptolecw VI Philometor (181-145)
and his immediate successors. A certain Onies, who fled from Jerusalenm,
ceme to Egypt and built a temple at Leontopolis.ll7 chever, his activi-
ties in the fleld of politics were of even more significance., He rose
to a poslition of great prominence in the govermment under Fhilometor
and his wife Cleopatra 11.118' ’

After Ptolemy's death Onias assumed the ‘éven more important role of
protector for the widoved Cleopatra II against the designs of both
Ptolemy VIIT Euergetes II, brother of the dead king, end the rebellious
populace of Alexandria, At oné point Onias entered Alexandria at the
head of'a large force to supéress the uprising.ll9 Eventually Euergetes
did become king (11454116), and it is at this point thet the sfcry of his
oppression of the Jews becomes cmni)réhensiﬁle. |

Later, hcwevez‘, Eue_rgetes. married‘Cleapatra II, and in the resulting
era of good feelings the Jews, along with other former enemies, were
probably perdoned. Thus = deliverance was ei‘fecterl, ags the gtory re-

lated

HGBell, op. eit., 4O,

N7ant1q. XTI, 387-388, XIII, 6273, 285, XX, 235-237; VWar I, 33,
VII, 1‘21- 32.

M8, 1, 9. M. 11, hoese.

120pcherikover, op. cit., 282,



2k

Jewish influence with the Ptolemies continued in the reign of Cleo-
patra TIT (116-102), 4n the person of two sons of Onias, Helkias and
Hananiah, Cleopetra was struggling with her son Ptolemy IX Iathyrus, end
Helkies and Hananiah were her generals. When Lathyrus had to evacuate
Alexandria and go to Cyprus, almost all of the gqueen's supporters went
over to her son's side.’?l oOnly the Jews remained loyal to her 'because
their citizens Helkias and Hananiah were held in very higa eeteem by the
queen."122 This incident shows again the importance of the Jews of Igypt
and the close ties between them and the Ptolemies.l®3 Later, Henanioh ed-
viséd the queen that she woutld make enemiesg of all the Jews of Bgypt, if
she did any harm to the Jewish king Alexander Jannaeus.l‘?h

| Pavors granted by the victorious Ptolemies to thelr Jewlsh supporters

may have caused some reaentmentvamcﬁg the Greeks of Alexandria, but there
is no.reliable‘evidence of any pattern of persécﬁtion‘againat the Jeus.12)
Any troubles that may have existed are to be considered as political and
not directly racial.126

The entry of the Romans imto Egypt, the aid glven them by the Jewa,
and the subgequent rewards bestowed on the Jews were among the chief
elements that gradually stirred burning embers into a raging fire. In
55 B.C., the Jews came’to the aid of the Roman general Gabinius, who en-
tered Egypt to restore to the throne Ptolemy XII, a king favored by the
Roman Senate,1?7 Tater, in 48 B.C.; when Julius Caesar was ﬁeseige& at

Alexandria, a Jewish force that was supposed to resiat those bringing aid

Pantiq, xarT, 284-287. Fstrabo, ap. Antig. XTI, 287,
Brcnerikover, op. cit., 283, 12antiq. xrII, 354-355.
Whervert Box, In Flaceum, xviii-xix. 128pel1, op. cit., bO.

PTant1g, X1V, 98-99; War I, 175.
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to Caesar was persuaded instead to help ‘l'.he,-m.l‘?8 In both caseg the in-
dividual who persuaded the Jewish forces to support the Roman cause , Was
Antipater, father of Herod the Great. o |

The Greekg of Ale;c;xndria vere ‘undoubtedly humiliated to see their
great city ndé ruled by the Romans. Their feelinéé toward the Jews must
also héve 'been" bitter, for it ﬁas_ éspe‘cially through the help of these
people that Rome was able to gein dominence in Egypt. The Greeks vere
further angered when Aug&st{ié confirmed all of the rights of the Jewlsh
residents of Alexandria and established their Senate (ger ugia), while he
lrerused to grant to the city of Alexandria its requested senate.la9 Thus
| it was that the Greek residents of{ Alexandria were parbicularly hosplt-
able to Germanicus, though & Roman, in 19 A.D., vhen he came to their
city to diétribute gras.;z and excluded the Jevs frou a share, 130

All of these factors led to the developxnent of a patriotic Egyptian
literature, generally known as the *pots of the Pagan Martyrs." Thege
'Acts, though composed at a later period, refer to the years under dig-
éussion. They dea?:ril;e;i anmong other evehﬁa; thé trials of wvarious Alex-
andrians for cviiélvoyaltf’ to Rome. Genei'any, ‘chey are an‘ci-Jewish in
sentiment, since it was umch safer to attack the Romans through the Jewus,
regarded as their proteges s than to ch:tllenge Rome ﬂ.irectly.lBl

Although the Jews vere not eitizens of Alexandria,l?’a they neverthe~

less had a number of j,:riiziieges of their own, which in some ways gave

1285, iq. XIV, 131-132; War I, 190,

ligphilo, In Flacom 7h; Antlq. XIX, 282-263, 289, A130, Bell, op.
cit», 1.

130pacitus, Annales II, 595 cA. II, 63-6h.

13lcambridge Ancient History, X, 308-309; Box, op. cit., xvi-xviid;
Bell, op. cit., M.

BQSee Apbendix I.




26
them a position superior to that of the citizen body of Alexandria, The
question arises as to what status these Jews had.

In order to understand the position of the Jewa, we must first look
into thevjnrid;cgl organization of Ptolemalc subjects in general,  The
Ptolemies, a conquering foreign dynasty, found in Egypt varioué grqups
of people, ‘They brought and invited in other such groups. With so many
groups there was no universal status or one citizenship. FEach group had
a differing status, depending on its particular history in Egypt. Such

_groups havihg the same national origin naturally came togéther and formed
corporations or 7704 zr:g/aa ré. . Such groups retained much of their
identity. They might also continue to practice some of the laws of their
countries of origin and receive new privileges from the rulers. Corpora-
tiona from Macedonia and Greece, among others, are recorded. Other immi-
grants were forced into Egypt and lived according to the rights glven
them, 133 |
- Into this general scheme fell the Jews, who were granted the right
to live in aceordanwe with and under the ptaviaians of their own l&ws.l3h
Many other groups were given similar privi eges.l35 This grant to the
Jews guaranteed them the internal eutonomy of their community in respect
to religious and social affairs, This‘autenomy did not extend to pbli-

tical matters,136 R
© Btill the Jewish community did enjoy complete freedom in all matters

133ox, op, cit., xxii-xgifi, |
13thhérikcver, op. cit., 300-301, who draws the conclusion that
these rights were given to the Jewish commnities in Egypt by analogy

with the letters of Antiochus IIT to Ptolemy (Antig XII, 138-1hL) and
to Zeuxis (Antiq. XTI, 148-153).

135an, ops_cit., xxii-xxiid; cherikaver, op. c‘it!.,éox.
136Tcherikover, op, cit., 30L.
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of relig:lbus obgervance and 1aw, 137  strabo gives some details of the
structure of the Jewish community in Alexandrias "And an eﬁhﬁarch of
their own has been installed, vho governs the people and adjudicates
suits and supervises contracts and ‘ordinakncés,. 3us£ as if he were the
head of a sdvei'eigﬂ st&te."ns From this it can be seen that the Jews
had the right to construct their synagogues, maintain an independent sys-
tem of ccm'ts, educate their youth, and establish their own institutiona
and official posts.139

Augustus changed this structure to the extent that in 30 B.C., he
substituted for the single ethnarch a body of elders (the gerusia), 40
Iike its prototype in Jerusalem, this council had 71 members. Within the
limits stated above theée men had conti'ol over the.'Jewiah conmunity. The
Jewish cmmunit&, elther under an ethnarch or a gerusie, appeared little
different from other 7ol T&Guara s Db from en internal point of view
it resembled nothing so much as an autonomous Greek polis. pLat

Over the years privilegea and prerogatives were occasionally granted
to the Jewish comunity or a segment of it, In the course of time these
customs became acceptecl as having a legal force, even though fhis was not
strictly ti'ue.lha Sucﬁh a situétion was bound to cr.eaté anomelies that
could be seized upon by opponenfs of the' Jews‘, if the emmity between the

Jews and Greeks worsened and a propitious occasion arose.

BTmia., 301

Bsstrabo, ap. Antig. XIV, 117. (For translation, Ralph Marecus,
editor, Works of Josephus, VII @oeb aditio§7 s 509.

1397cherikover, op. cit., 301-302. 1’*Omilo, In Flaccum Th.

lm‘l‘cherikaver, 62. ci’s.:, 302. (Box, op. cit,', xxiii-xxix, for a
general discuasion of the Jewish community in Alexandria.)

lthQx’ OEQ cito, XXix-KXK, Kl.
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At this point may be introduced sdne ancillary questions., Although
the Jewish community in Alexandria was by far the largest and most influ-
ential, it was by no means 'the only one, The tax-recelpts of the gecond
century B.C. from the Theban district include' a2 number issued by Jewish
tax-collectors. In Roman times and earlier there was & sizable Jewish
element at Apollonopolis Magna (modern Eafi). (hqrimnchus also had a
large population. In the Fayyum or Arsinoite nome, there were also
many Jews. They were found in seve;'al comunlties 6;:‘ this nome: Alex-
androu Hesgs and Arsinoé R the capital city’of the nome.lh?’

There vere also many Jews in the Delta, The Antonine Itinerary men--
tions a V;’.r':us Judaeorum. Outside of‘Alekxandbia, the best known Jewish
settlement in the Delta was at or near Leontépolis. : The site is now
called Tell-el-Yahudiyeh Arabic for "The Mound of the Jews. 1 It
has been sald the.t the Jews were found everywhere in Egypt "from the '
Ledder of Libya to the frontiers of Ethiopia,"M5

It is necessary to dispel the conception that some scholars have |
of a ghe’cto in Alexandria.‘ While it is probably true that at i‘irst the
Jews se’ctled.in a particular quarter of the clty, thej f&zrfh, it would
be incorrect to refer to this as & ghetto. The term w, in its
‘medieval and modern usage, carries with it the idea of forcible segrega«

tion of the Jews and cutting~them off from the general life of the com-
munity. No such intent is evidenced in Alemhdxjia.. .Rather, the Jews

inhabited a specific quarter because their way‘of li:t‘e‘was g0 different
from that of their Greek and Hellenized neighbors.ll"‘6 The Jews of

3pe11, op. cit., 33-35. g, 35,
WSpnito, In Flacom ¥3. W6el1, cp. cit., 36.
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Alexandria were probably never assigned a particular quarter,1h7-bu£>may
themselves have made such a decision. In either case the Jews of Alexan-
dria, like those of bther places, wanted to live near each other to create
the proper atmosphere for the traditional way of living.ll‘a

However, they were not confined to this district. Philo states that
in his time the Jews occupieé the greatgr part of twq quarters and that
synagogues were found in all five quarters of the ciﬁy.1“9 It wag not
until the fateful year 38 that the suggestion of segregating the Jews into
a ghetto was made ,120

There is no evidence to indicate any limitations on the professions
that the Jewish residents of Alexandria could follow. Jews appear in all
types of occupations from soldiers and officials in government posts to
shepherds, craftsmen, traders and sailors. 15t |

Aﬁtention nust be éaid to the Jewlsh role in tax-collecting, and
‘ commeréial and econorniel enterprises, There were & number of Jews en-
gaged in the ccllectihg of petty customs, and such collectorslwere a
source of universal criticism, It is hard to tell why so many Jews vere
found in these posts, for they wére not particularly profitable.lsa

| Jews also played en lmportant role in commerce, and some becanme

quite wealthy.3-53 Jevs vere aiso moneylenders. A papyrus from Ul A.D.

W7pg Josephus says in War IT, 488 (where the Ptolemies are said to
have assigned a particulsr quar’c.er to the Jews) and eA, 1II, 35 (where the
agsigning is credited to Alexander).

1!“8Tcherikover, op. cit., 301#-'30‘5;

149110, Legatio ad Gaium 132; In Flaceum 55.

150pe11, op. cit., 36 (based on Philo, In Flaccum 55). 1lmia., k.

152por exsmples of the popular attitude tcxward tax-collectors, Philo,
De Specialibus legibus I, 13, II, 90-95, III, 157-163; Luke XIX, 2-7

1537he brother of Philo, Alexander, may be cited in this respect.
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is uniéue in ifsvwaruing: "like every one else, do you too beware‘of’the
Jews" in borrowidg'maney.lsh Since, hdwever, this document'waé'writtén
during that period when Jewish-Greek relations were most stréined, it is
difficult to glve an exact iﬁterpretaﬁion to it., At thé very least,'
it does clearly indicate that Jews were engaged in the profesgion of
lending money at interest.155

The Jews of the upper clasa were not characteristic of Jews in the
Diaspora.156 Evidence for this can be found 1ﬁythé'many'citations in
which the Jews a:e'derided for theii‘pcverty.157 In any event, Jewish
wvealth was never é source of criticism for anti-Semitic writers.lsg

Bell concludes that in Alexandria the wealth of the Jews was not
one of the factors thet led to their persecution.1”® On a more general
note is‘the statement of‘Tcherikover‘that from an gcanomic point of
view the Jews differed in no way from their neighbors.16°

A number of factors indicate that there was a significant rift in
the Jewish community on religious beliefs and praéticea.;Gl While one
faction undoubtedly remained strict in its observance of the Mosaic Law,
many Jews in Egypt, living as they did in a pagan enviromment and out of
immediate touch with JErusalem;‘shawed loxity in their observance,
CIaudius, in his letter to the Alexandrians in 41 A.D. (which is dis-

cussed in other contexts at appropriate poiuts), refers to the Jews'

lsthherikover, op. cit., 339; Bell, og.‘cit., k2,
155cherikover, op. eit., 339~340; Bell, op. cit., b2,
'156Tchefikover, op. cit., 340; Bell, op. cit.,‘hz.

15Tror example, ch, II, 33; JUVenal, Satires III, 14-16; Martial,

Epigrammata XTI, 57. ,
158Tcherikover, og. cit., 3L0, 159Be11, oD cit., k2,

160pcherikover, op, cit., 343. 16lell, op. cit., k2.
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sending two embassies to him. From this fact and from the presumed re-
quest of one of these two groups for admission into the gamés of the city,
it seems élear that representatives of both the more observant group and
6? the more Hellenized Jews had been sent to Claudius.l62 In one respect
the Jews of Alexandria differed from their brethren in Palestine in that
Greek served the former as their chief language, and meny had little or
no knowledge of the Semitic langusages, Hebrew and Aramaic.163

Cur consideration of the history and development of the Jewish com-
munity in Egypt and particularly in Alexandria has shown that hostility
between the Jews and Greeks was gradually worsening in the period just
before the Roman domination of that couniry, and that this process was
greatly accelerated during the early years of the principate, There is
left to congider exactly what each party to the cénflict hoped to gain.

Both the Jews and the Greeks sought to strengthen their position,
and the ambiguities inherent in the Jewish position in the city afforded
material for both sides. The Jews sought to havé legalized the whole
trend toward unification of the Jewish community internally and exter-
nally toward increasiﬁg participation in rights strictly belonging to
the citizen body of Alexandria, The Jews could point to the fact that
manyinon-Jews had been~a¢mitted illegally into the citizen body.l6h
Claudins in his letter affirms that many had been wrongly enrolled es

citizens.16%

l625&11, op._cit., 43-bh; Box, op. cit., xxix-xxx, (This letter of
Claudius was first published by H. I. Bell in Jews and Christians in
Egypt, 1924, The lines of Clsudius' letter referred to here ave 5o-93.)

163Tcherikover, ug. cit., 347; Bell, OP. eit., Ub,
164%0x, op. cit., xalx-xxx.

‘165%4nes 52-57 of Claudius' letter in Bell, Jeus and Christians.
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To the Alexandrians these seame anomalies in the Jewlsh status pro-
vided additicnal ammunition for their att’ack ageinst the Jews. They could
surely collect evidencé that the Jews were ekceeding in cne way or another
the rights given them, that all Jews ﬁere enjoying rights originally Be-—
stowed on eniy a fev, and that no evidence existed thatlvthe Jews reslly
were entitled to benefit fram this or that privilege.lee

This, then, vas the situstion in Alexandria in 33 A.D. Only one
spark was needed %o ignite the fire; thet spark was to be the accession
of Gaius to the throne, : | o

1661300: Op. cit., X}d.x~xxx That such a policy was practiced

» Op. cit

egainst the Jewe can be seen in Philo, In Flaccun 2h (according to the
interpretation of Box, oE. ci"{:., xl)



Bection Three: QGalus, Claudius, and the Jews

As tense and serious ag the gituation in Alexandria was in the years
immediately preceding 38 A.D., the discord between the Jews and Greeks
might never have broken out into open conflict had it not been for cer-
tain events in Rome, The acceasion to the throne of Gaius in 37 A.D.
wag at first viewed as the dawn of = new and brighter era for the Roman
Eknpirmlé? However, soon after the illness which struck him during his
first year as emperor, the voices of hope were replaced by the prophets
of doom, Many in the Empire feared for thelr very lives, as the char-
acter of the mad Gaius evidenced 1tself,168

One such individual was A. Avilliusg Flaccus, who had been appointed
prefect of Egypt by Tiberius in 32 A.D.169 That Flaccus adninistered
his province ably and fairly during the flrst five years of hig tenure
1s admitted even by his archenemy Pailo, 170 However, Flaccus had, or
at leagt felt he had, real resson to fear Gaius., Flaccus had been a
friend of Gemellus, Gaius' co-regent, and Macro, the praetorian prefect.
Ag these and others fell one by one victim to the madness of Gaius, Flac-
cus grew increasingly concerned about his own welfare.l'n

Into this situation stepped the Greek protagonists Dionysius, Isi-
dorus, and Lampo.l"a Although the last two had been peréoms.l enenies

167_1_,35 8~13. The Jews of Alexandrie offered sacrifices at his ac-
cession, Log. 356.

1681.e 23-73. (Others who write of Gaius® madness include Jogsephus,

Antiq. XIX, 1-2; Dio Cassius LIX, 29.1; Tacitus, Annales XI, 33 Suetonius,
Caligula 223 Scneca, Ad 8. de Constantia Sapientis XVIII, 1.)

16%1ace, 2, 8. 1T0mid., 1-8.

1Tlp1gce, 9-16. (For death of Gemellus, Flace. 10-11, Leg: 23-31;
for death of Macro, Flacc, 11-15, Leg. 32-61.)

172Flacc. 20,

33
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of Flaccus,173 they were all now willing to promise that the éity of Alex-
andria would intercede with Gaius on Flaccus' behalf.lﬁ‘ For their serve-
ice they exacted from Flaccus the promise that he would support them
against the Jews in the latter's attempt to gein full citizenship of Al.
exandria, Flaccus agreed.175 ‘

The attack againat the Jews was not pressed by force in the begin-
ning, but rather by legal means. We have seen that many anomalies ex-

isted in the area of J‘eéish rights, Over the centuries rights legally

granted to the Jewus and those merely assumed by them had become practiF
cally indistinguisheble. Now, as legal cases were brought before Flaccus
to which one or more Jews were a party, he ruled invalid all rights of
the Jews except those for which a legal basis could be detemined.l76
Altho{zgh’he may have been correct in a strict legal sense, he was going
against four centuries of é.ustcm, which ‘had sanctioned many extralegal
privileges ‘of the Jeus, "Snch action must have been considered aa’ antl~
Jewlish. | , |

Tt ves not early summer of 38. Precisely at this time, vhen rela-
tion# befween the Jewiéﬁ énd Gréek; 'resideﬁts of Alexandria éere rapidly
deﬁeridrating, there ariivad in the city, Herod Agriypa. A grandson cf
Herod the Greé.t ah& cloge V:E'riend acf‘ Gaius, Agrippa 'had been avarded &

| 173r1ace, 128-134 (on the previous activities of Lempo); Flace.
135-145 (on the prior sctivities of Isidorus against Flaccus),

1 pace. 17-24.

175F1ace, 23-24. (What the Greeks sought in their request that
Placcus surrender and sscrifice the Jews was a ruling by him that would
pernanently destroy any hopes the Jews had of becoming citizens and
1imit them to only those rights to which they could prove they were en¥
titled. Box, op. cit., xxxviiie-xxxix.)

176Flacd. 2L, (According to the interpretation of Box, gp, cit., xl.)
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kingdom in Palestine and was on his way to teke control of 1£, 177 His ar-
rival was loocked upon by the Jeus as a signal for rejoicing, for they felt
themgelves in need of a powerful ally.178 Not only was Flaccus pursuing
the policy mentioned above, bm; the Jews also had reason to believe that
Flaccus had not forwarded, as promised, a resolution by the Jewish com-
munity to Gaius upon his accession to the throne 179

With these fears in mind, the Jews persuaded Agrippa to make a show
of power and, hayefuliy',' to help the Jeus regain the ground they were los-
ing. 180 However, thé ai’fect wag quite the Oppoaité, “aS the infuriated
Alexan&rians nade & public mackery of Agrippa and hia entoumge. Flaccus
| took no action againa‘o them. 181

The Alexandrian leaders soon realized that such actions sgainst a
favorite of Galus were 'bbund to have sgerious repéfcussiozis. In order to
divert the emperbxf's atﬁénﬁipn from the prev:lmm events and tb put the
Jews in a less favbrghie position, they attempted f:o introduce images of
Gaiuz into thev synagogneé, an action which the Jews resisted as best they
eauid;l& After all, previm emperom,‘ knowing that the Jews forbade

17Tp18cc, 25-28. (Josephus makes no mention of this visit in hia
discussion of Agrippa’s trip to Judea in 38, Antig. XIII, 238-239; Wer
II, 181. He does make passing reference to such & vi.a:lt in Antiq. XVIII,
179, The reign and death of Agrippa wes discussed above.)

3‘78F1&cc. 30, 103, and the subsequent reaction of the Alexandrians to
his visit (Flacc. 29-40) have been interpreted to shouw that, although
Agrippa appsrently desired that his visit should excite no intereat (Flace.
25-28), he vas persuaded by the Jews of Alexandria to help them, and that
he did so through some sort of public display of power. (Box, op. cit.
ion/, lé-—3l9 )

x1exl1; CAH, X; 3103 F. H. Colson, editor, Philo, IX /oeh edlt
17%1ace. 97103, 180%ee above, 178.

18lpyace, 29-40, ;&Fiacc. §1e52.
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graven imeges, had exeupted the Jews from éuch a form of worahip.183 |

There followed a short perlod of general turmoll, during vhich Flaccus
published the edict that the Greek leaders had éemnaed, Henceforth, the
Jews could retain only 'those' rights which rested on a fim and undisputed(
basis. 8% The mobs interpreted this edict as giving them pm#er %o move the
Jews by force back to the quarter in which they had originally settled.185

The gituation 'passed from i:ixmoil into slaughter, as Jews suffered
ell kinds of indigaities and many met brutal deaths,156 The Alexandrien
leaders may well hava been surprised by tha vioclent emotions they had un-
15&8}39&0187 .

Only the arrest and eventual éxila and deaﬁi o:t’ Fiaccus calmed thé
situation, Agrippa hed a hand in Flaccus® downfall, but the strongest
accusations egainst him came from the very men, Isidorus and Lampo, vho
hed persusded Flaccus to adopt hig ultimately eatal course of action, 8.

Our primary source for all of the events thus far related is Phllo's
In Flaceun, although his other major historical vork, Legatio ad Galum,

does refer briefly, and {tith sm‘differences, to many of the same inci-
dents, 189 The migtoricity of Phile's aecbunt of the events of 38 has

333;@_&. 152—1:61 (f‘or a pmise of Augustua aml xiberiua and their et-
titude toward the Jews).

 18%p1acc, 54, (According to the interpretation of Box, op. cit.,
xliv, such vag the legal meaning of the edict.)

185chc 55-57. (The interpretatian of the notives of the croud,
BOX, ©p. Cit., xliv-xlv.) ,

18651000, 58-96. - 287hox, op._cit., xlvﬁ. " lBgFlacc.' 104191,

189Le 114-165, - There are signifieant differem:es in the two ac~
counts. While in Flace. 41-52 the desecration of the synagogue precedes
the violence against the Jevs, in Leg. 132-136 such action follous the

'pogram. !
" However, the chief difference in the two accounts invelves the
‘motivation for the actions of the Alexandrisns. Leg. 115-120 states that



37 .

never geriously been challenged, ekcapb for that long section desling with
the last part of Flaccus'® life,lgo a gection which is filled with echoes
from the Bible and theologicel teachings. ot

After Flacous® arrest and the arrival of a new prefect, Gome semblance
of order was restored to Alexandria. Although the Jewish comunity re-
covered to some extent, the situation was stlll tense and the outcome was
far from certain,i92

At this point each of the rival factions, Jewish and Greek, appointed
en embassy of five leaders to go to Italy and obtain from Gaius a ruling

Gaius had already begun to pursue an anti-Semitic course prior to 38 be-
ceuse the Jews vwere the only people unwilling to accept his self-deification
(details of which are found in Leg, 74-113). The Greeks of Alexendria,
perceiving this hostility of Gasius toward the Jews, used such hostility

a8 a pretext for their attack of the Jews. Thus the Greeks feared no
punishment for their actions (Leg. 133).

In Flaccuwn, ag seen above, it iz Placeus who merits criticiesm as
the individual most regponsible for the anti-Jewish actions of the mobs.
In this account there is no mention made of any particular policy of Gaius
againgt the Jews. : '

Which chronology, then, is correct? It is generally agreed that
the hostility of Gaius toward the Jews was a result, not a cause, of the
riots in Alexandria, (Theodor Mormsen, ap, Mary Smallwood, op. cit., 206
207). Gaiue saw the Jewish opposition to the introduction o’i"P'wh:TETm.ages
into the synagogues, and this vas probably the first incident that gingled
the Jews out as a people deserving of punishment from his point of view.
(ttary Smallwocd, op. cit., 206-207.) Therefore, the chronology as re-
corded in In Flaccum is probably correct.

Josephus devotes one sentence, Antig. XVIII, 257, to this struggle
in Alexandrie.

190 nce. 151191,

1913@:, op, cit., xiviiexlviii, (An exemple of the Biblical echoes
in this sccount is 176-177, vhere Philo may have had in mind the story of
‘Nebuchadnezzar, Danlel IV, 31-37. Perhaps the best example of a theclogi-~
eal i):each:lns contained in this account is the last sentence of In Flaccunm,

3-%21_3_5. 356, The Jewa of Alexandria pacrificed a hecatomb after
Gaiua? successful caupaign in Germany in 39. (This is interpreted by
Box, op. ¢it., xivili-xlix, as an indlcation that some degree of pros-
perity had returned to the Jewish community in Alexandria.)
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favorable to their respective position.l93 The two issues at stoke were
(1) freedom of worship for the Jews according to their own laws and (v)
the legal status of the Jews at Alexandrin,l9% Pilo was the head of the
Jewish delegation, and his narrative legatio forms our principel source
fa:c ‘the embassy' to Gaius,19% | |

Shortly after their arrival the Jews first met Gaius.l9 fhis was
probably in the year 40, although it may have been a year eariier.l97
When Gaius again summoned the Jewish embassy before him, he at first paid
no attention to thelr arguments and finally dismissed them as a foolish
pe‘eple.l% Philo does not relate any further decision that may have been
rendered by Gaius.

However, between the time of the first meeting with Gaius and their
final auéience with him, there occurred an event vwhich threatened the
Jews far more than the struggles at Alexandrie and filled the Jewish dele-
gation with more' apprehénsion. About two-fifths of the pregent text of

193&11%19. XVIII, 257 (where Josephus says that each delegation had
three memberz). Dut Philo (Leg. 370) says that the Jewish delegation
nurbered five. The report of %hilo, being firgthand, is to be favored.
(Feldman, op. e¢it., 153.) ‘-

191‘30::, op. _cit., xlix-1l. (The religious aspects of the Jewlsh
claims are contained in the letter of Agrippa, reproduced in lLeg. 276-329,
The political issues are referred to in Leg. 178, 194, 349, Box states
that what the Jews laeid claim to was the full citizenship of Alexandria.)

19550sephus, Antig. XVIII, 259, names Philo as the head of the Jeuish
delegation. . o L ‘ S

1961.6g, 161183,

. 97can, X, 662, (Colson, op. cit., X, xxvii-xxxl, argues for 39 as
the year of this meeting.) ’ '

19810g, 349-367. (Antig. XVIII, 259-260 appears to be referring to
this meeting, even though in Josephus it 1s placed before the incident cone
cerning the erection of Gaius' statue.) -
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Legatio is taken up with the story of this event,19?

In the eé.?ly summer of 40 Gaius heard from Herennius Capito, procura-
tor of Jamnis in Judea, that the Jews had torn down an altar which the non-
Jewish inhabitants of that city had built for him. Enraged, Gaius ordercd
the Roman governor of Syria, P. Petronius, to introduce a colossal statue
of himgelf iﬁto the Temple st J‘erusalem.aog Such ‘an attempt to desecrate
the Temple could only be met ﬁith the flercesat opposition of the Jews,
and Petronins was wise enough to understand this. Petronius tried to
persuade the vae’c‘ aggembly of Jews who had gathered in Jerusalem, pre-
pared to die' rather than to allow what wasg to them i:he ultimate sacrilegae,
to agree to the introduction of the statue.2°1 | |

| Failing this’ s Petrénius did succeed in averting the virtual genocide
which was certain to i‘allow had he imediately implemented Gaius’ order.
Gaius relented smewhat, and an urgent appeal from Agrippa finally noved
him to drop his plans.goa Nevertheless, Philo gtates that Gaiua was cons
templating fux-tﬁer gteps against the Jeﬁs.2°3 ‘The tmrder of Gaius in 41
gaved Petronius and undoubtedly also saved the Jews from further Yapres-~
sions and dlscrininetion fram Gaius,20%

The news of the death of Galus mist have been received in Alexandria
gometine in February df that year.‘?‘os The departure of Galus and accesge
sion of Claudius could have been seen by the Jewa only as é favorable turn

of events, and they immediately sought to regain through force what they

1991eg. 184-338. (This incident is also related by Josephus, Antig,
XVIII, 2 l~309, War IT, 184-203; By Tacitus, History V, 9.)

?001_@ 188, 197-206. 20lypeq. no7-2k2, 2023.35 243-333.
20310, 334-338.  2%antsq, xvrIm, 3oh-309, War II, 203.
20530::, OPs eit‘ s Lo
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hed lost previously.20P |

Claudius, hearing of the outbreak, ordered its auypresaion,aw but at
the same time issued an edict that the Jews of Alexandria were to enjoy
all rights that they had possessed prior to Geius' princlpate, Claudius
also disassociated himself from thav.fome.r enperor's enti-Jewish policies,
Both yai-*bieé o the present cctﬂ'l:!._cﬁ wers warned againsﬁ any reneval of
signting.”® . |

Thie edict was follawed by another granting “ca world Jevry the same
rights enjoyed by the Jews of Alexandria, In this seme edict Claudius
commands the Jews to respect the reli@ous béliafa of other péopiés.gog
Our séle source for thése documents 1 Josephus,

At this point each of the rival gronps in Alexandria agalin sought to
gain the déciaive advantege over the other by dispetehing aﬁ embassy to
Rome, The Jevs and Greeks alike felt that they could permanently demage
the strength of their opponents by convineing Claudius that the fault for
the recent disturbances lay with the rival faction, 210 Wnile Claudiug
responded to some questions brought to him by the embassies, he informed
them that more delicate matters would be dealt with after he had con-
sulted with bis advisers. These included the determination of who was at
fault in the recent dlsturbances and what status the Jews ghould have,?11

This, then, 1s the background of the famous letter of Clsudius to
the Alexandrians, to vhich reference has already been made in comnection

20pn1g. XX, 278, 2Tantig, XX, 279, 208pnp1q, XIX, 279285,

209antiq, XIX, 286-291,  “Opox, op. cit., 1i-111.

2lomere are no contemporary references outside of the Ietter of
Claudius to this embsssy, but internal evidence ylelds a wealth of infore
pation, From lines 73-76 of Clandius® letter in Bell, Jews and Christians,
it is clesr that Clsudius was at that point referring to matters ebout
vhich he had previously deferred glving an opinion.
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with the varying degrees of religious observance in the Diaspora. As
will be noted in Appendix I, Claudius ended any hopes for full citizenship
that the Jews still retained, but guaranteed them all the rights that they

had previously posseéaed.am

At the seme time he sternly forbade the en~
trance into Alexandria of Jews fram Syria or other ‘areaa of Egypt.am

The Jewish question in Alexandris was s‘a.’r.]i not firmly ae‘ttléd, as
can be deduced from a fragment of the 'Acte of the Pagan Martyrs.'® In
53 Taldorus and Lempo caplained before Claudius that tho Jews were
menace to the peace of the world. That they failed to win their case is
clear from a later fragnént referring to the execﬁﬁan of the ﬁ:o CGreeck

leaders, 1k

alaLines 82-95 .of Claudiua? létter in Bell, Jecus émd Christiansg.

2131.inea 964100 of Claudius® letter in Bell, Jewa and Christians.
2lpox, op. cit., 1iil; CAH, X, 311-312,



CHAPTER II
POLITICS, MESSTANISM, AUD PHILO

Section One: Politlcs

The political activity and controversies that raged in the Palestine-
Egypt area during the tinme of Philo drew many individuels into the arenm
of public life. As diverse as they vere in background, motives, and ui-
tmﬁte contributions, still they were all attracted to that arena from
which a few returned victorious, more, deeply battered, while mest feiled
to retwrn at all,

The exact opposite ccurse was followed by such groups as the Esaenes,l
who refused 4o live in large cities ?msi established their communities in
smaller touns, and the Therapeutae, who withdrew from the cities and towns
%o ldve in isolated, rigldly controlled commmnities,® Fhilo vrites the
foliowing about the motives of the Therspeutne;

And they do not migrate into another city like the unfortunate
or worthless slaves who demand to be sold by their owners and azo
procure a change of masters but not freedom. For every oity, even
the best governed, is full of turmoils and disturbances innumberable

which no one could endure who has ever been even cnce under the
guidance of wisdom. .

1‘1‘&@ Esgenes are describe& by Josephus in Jewish Anti.@ities XIII,
172, XV, 371 (where they are compared to the Pythagoreana), XVIII, 18-22;
The Jewish War II, 119-161. Fhilo describes them in Quod Omnis Probus
Liber S5it 501, Hypothetica XTI, 1-18,

2milo devotes an entire book, De Vita Contemplativa, to the Thera~
b2
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Instead of this they pass their days outside the valls pursuing
solitude in gardens or lonely bits of country, not frasm any acquired
habit of misanthroplical bitterness but because they know how un-
' profitable and mischievous are agsociations with persons of dissimi-
lar character.d

Undoubtedly the ma:}ority of‘ people et that time, az in all other
times, géve mtfie théug’at to political or philosophical speculations, :for
they were so concarned with earning a daily living and prcviding for their
families that little time vas left for the abstract or el&v*ated.

The responses of each o:f’ thege three groups--the politicany moti-
vated, the ascetics, and the uncamitted mejority--to the problems of the
day were quite ﬁisaimilar, vhile the aspirations oi' all three were prob-
sbly remarkably similer, Hm:ever, only those aspirationa vwhich have been
recorded can now be considered. |

A question arises as to which' of these groups fi’!;xilo belonged. The
very fact that Philo's works are extant precludes his having belonged to
the third group. The prevailing opinion through the first gquarter of the
tuentieth century tended to place Philo in the second group, at least to
the extent that no great importance vas attached to his political writings.
The view of Emile Brehier (I.eé Idees giiosophiqyes et religicuses de
Fhilon d'Alexandrie, first published in 1925) can be cited as typlcal of

this attitude,t
The chief exponent in challenging the prevailing cpiiion has been

3cont, 19-20.

Ymnite Bréhier, Les Iaées philosophiques et religleuses de Philon
d'Alexandrie, 13-34. (Bréhier's contention, briefly stated, is that
Failo had very little, if any intervest in the practical political prob-
lems of his day,)
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Erwin R. Goodenough, who has written extensively on Philo.” 'Goadencmgh ar-
gues, on the basiz of FPhilo's selection to the leadei‘ship of tha' embassy
to Gaius, that Fhilo was a man to whom an interest in the politics of the
day was most important.é This i3 not to say that Fhilo was not a signifi-
cant philosopher in matters completely out of the realm of polities. Rath-
er, 1t is an attempt ‘ta place emphasis on an aspect of his life that has
been too long ignored. Many, including Mary Sm'auwoed in her edition of
Legatio ed Gaium, have felt that there 15 considerable validity to this

basie argument of Goodenocugh. 4

That Philo was no stranger to politlcs can bé adduced from passages
both in Pailo and in'Josephus.— The followlng had,“befome Goodenough, .
been taken to mean that Philo's entry into public life began with the
enmbagsy to Gailus: o |

There was once a time when by devoting myself to phlloscphy and
. to contemplation of the world and iis purts I achleved the enjoyment
of that Mind which ig truly beautiful, desirable, and blessged; for
I lived in constant cammunion with sacred words end teachings, in
which I greedily and insatiebly rejoiced. No base or wordly thoughts
occurred to me, nor did I crawl for glory, wealth, or bodlly com-
fort, but I seemed ever to be borne aloft in the heighte in 2 rap-
ture of soul, and to accompany sun, moon, and all heaven and the uni-
verse in their revolutions, Then, sh, then peeping dowmwards from
the etherial heights and directing the eye of my intelligence as
fron a watch-tower, I regarded the untold spectacle of all earthly
things, and reckoned myself happy at having foreidbly escsped the

2The follawing may be cited as representative of Goodenongh's writ-

' ing on Philo specifically and Hellenistic Judaism in generals m‘ﬁw&
1 us, The Jurisprudence of the Jewish Courts in Egypt (1929);

M' The Mystic Gospel of Hellenistic Judaism (1935); The Politics
of Philo Judasus (1938); Jevish Sywbols in the Greco-Roman Period (1953~
1955); An Introduction to Philo Judaeus (1962); "Philo's Exposition of the
Yaw and His De Vita Mosis® Harvard Theological Review XXVI; "Philo and
Public I.ife'r*.:rournal of Egyptian Archacology XII.

GGoodenough, "Philo and Public Life, JEA, XII, T7; The Politics of
Philo Judaeus, 2. .

7Mary Smallwood, op. cib., 250.
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calamitias of xnortal life.

And yet there lurked near me that most grievous of evils, Envy,
‘with 1ts hatred of all that 18 fair (& . oosados 8 ves Jp Which
suddenly fell upon me, and did not cease forcibly dragging upon me
until it had hurled me dcwn into the vast sea of political cares
(,ae a 7EAayos 1o év moderelp gpovridwv)s vhere I am still
'toased about amf unable even g0 much as to rise to the surface, But
though I groan at my fate, I still struggle on, for I have, im-
planted in my soul from early youth, a desire for education which
ever has pity and compassion upon me, and lifts me up and elevates

- me., This it is by which I can sometimes raise my head, and by which,
though their penetration is dimmed by the mists of alien concerns,
I can yet cast about in some measure with the eyes of umy soul upon
my surroundings, while I long to suck in life pure and umsixed with
evilg, And if unexpected]y there is quiet and calm in the political
tumults, I emerge from the waves winged though unable to fly, but am
blown along by the breezes of understanding (Jsco 77y« ), which
often persuades me to run eway as it were for a holiday with her from
my pitlless masters, who are not only men, but also the great vae
riety of practical affairs which are deluged upon me from without
like a torrent, 8till, even in such a condition, I ought to thank
G-d that while I em inundated I am not sucked down lnto the depths.
Rather, though in despair of any good hope I had considered the eyes
of my soul to be incepacitated, now I open them and am flooded with
the light of wisdom, so that I am not abandoned for the whole of my
life to darkness. And so, behcld, I dare not only read the sacred
expositions of Moses, but even, with a passion for understanding, I
venture to examine each detail, and to disclose and publish what ig
not known to the multitude.B

Goodenough found several difficulties in the accepted interpretation
of this passage. FPhilo states that he was an 01d man ¢, 40 A.D.° However,
Goodenough understands Fhilo to be speaking here of an interruption that
occurred many years before. Therefore, this could not be a reference to
a single interruption near th,é end of hig life., It appears from this
passage that Fhilo turned o writing after he was forced to enter public

life. It would be impossible to assign to the period after 38 all of
Philo's vast corpus, especially when we consider that the time he had for

8philo, De Specialibus Legibus III, 1-6. (The translation is that of
Goodenough, )

Imilo, Leg, 1.
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such writing was limited by his political sctivities, 10 |

Thus it becomes clear from this pessage that Philo's entry into the
political arena came many years before the embassy. A passage in Josephus,
degeribivng Philo as ra mdvra & ’Vorﬂf os , leads to the pmible Conm
clusion that Fhilo wes known for activities outside of the philosophical
realm.u :

Fnrther, Philo came from & wealthy and polltically active family,
as his brother Alexander was elabarch of Alexsndris and his nephew Ti,
Julius Alexander rose to greaﬁ: prvézinénce in the Roman bureauéra‘blc sys-
tém. Goodenough vis‘ able to say that Fhilo's main career was in public
service and was based on the belief that hig leadership was needed by

the >Jewish pesple.lg |
| If politiés played such an important role in Philo's life, why
haven't lerge numbers of passages been discovered previously to sub-
stantiate this? The ansver to this question would appear 4o rest on an
adequate eppreciation of the political realitles of FPhilo's time. It
was not an age whea one could speak gpenly on delicate matters.v This
wés true vfar all, but espeeially‘ for a Jev like Ilhiio, who reallzed that
the Jewish pésitioa throughout the civilized world wag aimgrs in danger
of cmﬁrmise. It was necessaryvfo si:éak, and speak he did, bui: tPhilo
rgalized that diffevent approaches had to ba taken aceording to the pro-
spective é.u.dience he was addressing.l3 oOne must be more circumspect
‘when writing for a potentially h‘oatile‘ gentile audienca than would be

1g00dencugh, "Fhilo and Public Iife," JEA, XIT, 78-79.

qu'xbig. XVIIT, 259 (acoording”to the interpretaﬁion of Goodenough,
"Fhilo end Public Life,” JEA 77, avd Muvy Suallwood, op. cib., 250),

- 2goodencugh, Politles, 63, 13mia., b-7.
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necessary vhen compoging for the gentile who had a benevolent at_ti.tude
toward Judaism., Moreover, Fhilo could express himgelf fully evén on the
most inflammatory issues to his co-religlonists provided that others who
read these passages found them completely innocent. So, Goodenough con-
cludes, we do find s number of references to political metters, bub
often the most significsnt of these, having been composed for Philo's
closest associates, confuse ab.d migslead the wmodern reader as much as
they probably did the anclent one,lY

Utilizing these assumptions, Goodenough is sble to reconcile some
passages of Phllo that had previously been considered enigmas., One per-
tinent example concerns the story of Joseph. In two different places
extensive reference is made to Joseph. Among the collection knoun as the
"Allegory™ is De Scmmiis. In the first and second books of De Somniis,
Joseph 18 geen ag the archetype of a Roman ruler and &8 attacked as
such, 15 However, ancther group of 500}59, the "Exposition,” contsins De
Josepho, in which Joseph is exalted as a magnanimous and irveproachable
ruler of Egypt.l6 These tvo views, seemingly irreconcilable, are easily
understood if one accepts the premise that each was written for a differ-
ent audience. Tucked eway in the "Allegory," s deep and philosophical
tract intended exclusively for the educated Jew, a criticism of the Roman
ruler would almost cértai.nly go unnoticed by any cagual readey., On the
other hand, the "Exposition” was written for a general audience for whom
prudence suggests a different tact be used., Joseph here standsg for an

lh-LOco clt,

15Amng nunerous references may be cited De Somniis IT 15«16, 1&7;
?8"79-

lé’me following may be cited as representative; De Jogepho 6,
37-40, 86~-87.
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idealized ruler, and Philo wanis to lmpress upon the pagan reader the
fact that Judalsm early produced an example of such a ruler, 7 |

In documenting further Philo's interest in politics we shall first
consider his philosophical work and conclude with the warks written with
political controversles more clearly in mind. It should be noted that
Pailo nevér praised Roman ruie, finding that of the Ptolemies to have
been much more satisfactory to the Jews.la The Jewish stéte, founded
by Moses, began in moderation, with Moses ﬁiﬁself éetting the exémyle.w
How unlike this were Roman rylers, especlally Gaius., At least two at-
tacks of a general nature against the Romans appear in De Somniis:

What is the use of providing an unstinted mmber of silver
and gold goblets, except for the gratification of great arrogance

(r5dos )} and empty opinion vhich is always swinging to and
fro? And wvhen some peopls are crowned they are not satisfied with

a fragrant garland of laurel, or ivy, or violets, or 1lilles, or roses,

or of any sort of green bough or flower, for they pass by the gifts
which G-d has glven them in the seasons of the year, end shamelessly
~put golden wreaths on their heads, the heaviest sort of burden, in
the middle of the crowded market place, Can we think that they are
- anybhing else than slaves of empty opinion, although they say thet
they are Onot oaly free wmen but are even the rulers over many other

people?

Are i;here not certein men vho are more savage and treacherous
than boars, snakes, and asps, men vhose treachery snd hostility

can be egcaped only by by mollifying and propitiating them? 8o

for example Abroisg the wise man dld cbeigance to the sons of Chet
(vhose name means those ¥ 33 ”disperse"), because the emergency con-
vinced him he must do so.

Tn addition to these genernl criticisms of the Romans, Philo also
registared a mmber of speciﬁg ones, The tax-collectors were outrageous.ae

1760@(1911&@, op. ai‘b., | 21-63, laPhilo, De Vita Mosis 11, 28-30.

20pe Somniis II, 61-62.

195e Vita Mosis I, 148, 150, 152, I, 12-1k.
Zpe sonniis Sooniis IT, 89.
22pq gpecialibus Legibus I, 143, II, 90-95; III, 157-168,
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Even a good ruler could not stop the evil prefect from carrying out his
deceits.23 |

The same aasumption made in connection with the "Exposition” also holds
true for In Flacoum; namely, that it was written for e gentile audience,2l
The Romen prefect Placcus is éttacked explicitly and openly by Philo. Un-
doubtedly such a direct attack on é pérson of prominence could only have
been attempfed after Flaccus® downfall and disgrace, The apparent message
of thia, as well as of le Legatio, in which Gaius becoues the archetypal vile
lain, is thet the Jews are the ‘chosen’ and protected people of G-d, who
will destroy all that ham his people. In the same way the fall of Sejanus
18 explained.®’ Goodenough has auggested that beybnd thia,vfhilo wrote
In Flaccum to be presented to the new prefect not only as an explanation
of the recent disturbances, but also as a tlesson' on practical polltics
that the prudent prefect would be ill-gdvised to ignore,26

A similar purpose may be éscribed to lLegatio ad Gaium. In this

cage the nmessage isg meant for the emperor. The ruler must treat the
Jéws With regpect or dire consequences are 1nevitable. Philo does not
dare, asg confident ag he nay be of Claudius' good will toward the Jews,

to suggeest precepts himself, but vather he uses Macro as the vehicle for

23ppilo, In Flaccum 105.  24Goodenough, op. cit., 10.

25his statement 1s a conjecture based on two factors. The closiqg

sentence of In Flaccum (191) is a8 follwsirecaiza el f/‘a./ﬂ:o s émalde
eV/cvas a.slleo é)cra.r)( ﬂ‘t 0'7'4-5 7‘00 /“,( aﬂéd’?’é;;zoﬁam re

Swv ‘a\/os GFCIfOUfta.S' TS €x Geoo

appears to have the meaning of also, and this hes been interpreted
ag a possibvle reference to Sejanus. Secondly, most scholars feel that a
portion of In Flaccum is missing. Since Sejanus is referred to in the
opening sentence of In Flaccum, the missing section, or a part of it, may
well have recounted the deeds and eventual fall of Sejanus. (r. H., Col-
son, editor, Philo, IX /Tosb edition/, 295, L403.)

oV

26goodencugh, op. eit., 10-12,
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exprossing hinself,27
It 4s true that in Jegatio Philo praises Augustus and Tiberius., This
praise, however, makes it clear that Phile would never have conceded di-
vinity to any Reman ruler {a orucial point :Ln the emcunter with Gatus),
and that the Jm would gladly aacrifice fw the emwmr, but never to
him 28 In each cage praise oﬁ' theese tvo emperors, as well ag of others
l:u:e I«iareus Agrippa, Petranius, and Julia, is measured in proportion to
the éagz'ée that each showed favor to the Jeus.2d |
There ore broad hirr%a throughout the two treatises of the power of
| the Jous, ghould they ever .jnﬁ.u together in eppaaition to Reoe. P (1t
wasg uaquesﬁionably ) ainﬂ.l&r confidﬁace that led to the rmlt in Pales-
tine only e quarter of @ century later,)3l Agaln Fuilo would never have
‘dared express guch mma,m his oun words and thus uses Agripps and
Petronius to thig pmm.% ,

Mary Soallvood finds én'aciditioml example pf' possible involvenent
by Pillo in political 1ifa, A letter uritten by Agripps to Galus concern-
ing ﬁhe latterts plazmea repwisala againgt the Jeus of Palestine for the

incident at Jmmin ia given 4n Legatio 276-329. It is prcbably not a
verbatin copy afv Agrippa's letiter, but certalnly the main idess of the
original are incorporated in 4t. 1iss Emallucod has suggested that
Prilo had = hond in Mting the lebter, at least those portions dealing

2Tpg, zor example, leg. 4351, (Far a statement of the purpose of
;@gig, Gﬂoaenmgk, op. cit., 19,

. 555 136~161 (for praise of two emyersra), Leg. 349-367, espe-
cmw (for an account of the meeting with Gaius}. ,

291, 29'4“297 (for Aaripm), 22*3"21*5 (fc’r mmuﬂ)y 291,
319300 e guttaye -

30peg, 214217, 261-282; Flace, 43. 3lgoodenough, op. cit., 19-20,
32rep, 1ka217 (for Petronius), 231-282 (for Agrippa).



51

in détail vith considerations shown the Jews under previous emperors,33

In swmary, it 1s apparent to Goodenough that the author of Legatio
and In Flaccum wes a politician of practical experiehce vho spoké of poll-
tics knwledgeablyﬂ"z‘ The method adopted by Philo to express his political
ideas varied according to the intended audlence, but it must now be eppar-
ent that his interest in politics was real, his views importent, his ex«
perience aignif:icant. - |

It is equally clear that his attitude was one of unfailing opposition
to the Romans, They could ‘_be ugeful 6:11:{ when they écted as divine sgents
to avenge the Jews‘ (eiren Galus coulci be used by G-4 for this vpurpose) , and
a Roman was to be praised only to the degree that 'he shozeeﬁ favor to the
Jevs, | | |

-~ We get out at the yﬁeginning of this section to :fnndicate that Philo

did have experience and interest in politics, His political theory,
especiallyb énncarning the ideal state and its ruler, seems to us to take
on more ziéaning if ylacea in the next section on the Messish, An inter-
pretation of Phile's gozls and his sﬁccesa at reaching them will be in-
cluded in the next chapter. |

33smalivood, op. cit., 292.  3iGoodenough, op. cit., 20.



' 8ection Two: Messianism

A curioeity about the ultimate purpose and achievements of' each man
Mﬂdmlly aml mankinﬁ as a whole has probebly marked man since hia be-
ginnings. One road that such speculation takes 18 the attempt to deter~
mine what fate sma:z.’cs us after life, zmd very often a Messiah figure is
introduced intc such attempts, Certeinly such a figure hes its roots in
man's earliest abstfa;ﬁti@s. | However, 1t would sppeer thal credit must
be glven to the Habreﬁa and then the Jevs for having incorporated this
‘ccneept into our heritaga.

In this aection ve will consider first the general trend of J‘ewish
Messianic thougm; up to and including Philo's time. Then attention will
be given to the populaxd.ty of the Messlanic hope, both :}.nv the Greco-
Roman world genarally and in Judaisnm specifically It will then be pos-
sible to explore the Mesaianic tendenciea that are found in Phila, Hhile
the significance of individusl passages will be noted, a consideration
of the cvéz-all M«ﬂssianism of Philo, and particularl& its reletion to his
political ideals and activitiea, will be dei‘arred to the last chapter.

| The trend of Hessianic thought in Judaism prior to 66 A.D. is gener-
ally dividea into two period&, the older and the never, The older view,
whieh had its origin in the hope of a future na'b:lem to be ruled by a
Davidioc king, ia expressed .in the writinga of the older prophets. 35 In
Iaeeping with the general political and social changes during the second
eantury B. c. s the Messianic tradiﬂica c!umged slwly but perceptively,
begirming with the Book of Daniel.?’ﬁ Waile V&riatian in prescribe;‘{ ac-
tions could not be tolerated in Judaiam, more latitude was allowed in the

© 35t Schurer, op. cit., v, 128-130. 3610e. cit,
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area of faith, and in no aspect of faith did this latitude produce es much

divergency of opinion as in Measianic bellefs aiui expeetations.37

Nevertheless, Schurer has noted four characteristics which illustrate
the difference between the older and the newer, essentlally pest-canonical,
vieus on the !‘eiessiah.38

First, the Mesgianic frame of reference extended slowly from the na-
tlon Israel to the entlre world. This enlsargement was partly due to the
rise of universal monarchies on earth and partly to the expanded concept
of G-d, who rules over the vhole world, not just over the Jeus,

Simnltaneocus with this development ceme the increased individual hope
for the fubure, as each person began to feel a more perscnal relationship
between G-d and himself, This hope manifested itself in the belief in
resurrection, varicusly seen as a resurrection only of the good and as a
universal resurrection for reward and pamishment.

The third characteristic change came as the hope for the future be-'
ceme more and more transcendent. The older view confined mstters to
present circumstances. As time passged, the hope aroge little by little
for a future world in contrast to the present one. In accordance with
this view some felt thet G-d@ had given the present world to evil powers,
while he awaited the future world to set wp his kingdom, In short, the
future would be infinitely different from, and consequently better than,
the present. ‘

".me final change came ag the Messianic hope, lika all relig,ious
thought n Judaisn, slowly evolved into dogma in the hands of the scribes.
Hwave;r; even they could not render such ideag stagnant or binding, and
there were slways opposing Messlanic bellefs existing side-by-side.

3Troc. cit, 381p14., 130-135.
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Even though the effects of political, social, and religious change |
were great, the old Messienic yearning, simpl& expreased, was probably
that most comonly expressed,39 |
We pass from this consideration to a statement of the bagic outline
~of doctrine concerning the Messlanic Age that was current at the time of
Mi10.%0 1t ghould be noted that all of these ave found in no cae an-
cient pource, for there was a wide dlfference of opinion concerning both
the details and the basic chronology of the expected future. (Generally
no specific reference will be given to sources other than Philo,)
I. THE IAST TRIGULATION AND PERPLEXTTY, It was generally held that a
period of partlcular trcuhlz would immediately precede the cormencement
of the age of happiness. This perlod would be characterized by cmens,
wars, disorder, and sinfulpess cf‘evm variety,

II. ELIJAH AS FORERUNNER, Elijah's return would serve to prepare the
world for the arrival of the Messish.

ITI. APPEARING OF MESSIAH, Generally speaking pre-Christian documents
picture the Messiah as arriving before and for the purpose of the over-
throw of the povers of evil.*l The development of the character of the
Mesgich is very interesting, At first, the hope wes counfined to a desire
for the return of the Davidic line to the kingdom. As time passed, how-
ever, the same factors that combined to meke the general hope for the
future more transcendent had tha ‘s‘ame effect on the desire for the Messish.

3Omid., 136.

ko Ihid., 154-187. ('I’he dmcussian that folloue is based on Schurer's
outline of the Messianic tredition in Philo's time, as contained in the
pages ligted. We feel that it iz unnecessary to cite apec:.f:.c page refer~
ences for each point glven,)

243:Aa :rer exemple, Fhilo, De Praemﬁ.is et Poeuis 95.
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In most sources the Messiah retained his humanity, but was thought to have
received spseial povers and gifts from G-d. A few sources, on the other
hand, see the Messiah as superhuman. The appsarance of the Messiah is
represented as sudden, and he was to be known by his performance of mira-
cles,
| IV. LAST ATTACK OF HOSTILE POWERS, After the apﬁearance of the Mesasiah,
all the‘ forces of evil will gather to mount a decisive campaign againgt
him,

V. DESTRUCTION OF HOSTILE POWERS, This ‘deatruct_ion, led by the Mes-
siah, msy take two forms: (1) a violent and desi:ruétive war, or (2) solely
through words spoken by the Messiah. (A later idea, first aeveloged in
the Babylonian Talmud, ascribed to & second and subordinate Messish, "Mes~
siah ben Joseph,” the duty of leading the destruction.)l‘a‘ In any case,
the Messlanic Age cannot ‘commence until the world 1s'rid of the ungodly.

VI. RENOVATION OF JERUSALEM, In its simplest form this view embraces
the purification of the Jerusalem of this world, Iater elsboration intro-
duced the concept of‘ a heax}enly Jerusalem that wiil descend during the
‘Messianic Age. |

VII. GATHERTNG OF THE DISPERSED, It was only logical to believe that
those who were sway from Palestine would return to partake in the happi-
ness of the Messianic Age.l‘?’
VIII. THE KINGDOM OF GLORY IN PALESTINE, The Messiah will be the king of
the Messianic kingdom, but over all will be G-d, who will at last exercise
his full powers, after having témporarily panighed his peoyl.e for their
sins by allowing pagens to ruie over tvhem.' Although Paléatine is to be

%210 a passage of Babylonian Talmud, Bukka 52%. (Schurer ig the
source for this reference.)

110 s Praem, 165,
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the center of the kingdom, it will in tiuth have- no boundaries,‘ but in-
clude all lends and peoples. Some will come into thé kingdom foluntarily,
seeling the glory of the ,1;:3._0,1151.;!‘1“l |

The Messianic Age will be free from war,l‘5 formerly wild animals will
" 1ive in héxmony with man, prosperity will reign, and all will toil tire-
lessly,*® In this c‘ohnection it would appear tha'c. the external blessings
| of the Messianié kingdom would constitute the deysired'reversal of all the
sufferings and tribulaﬁiona that troubled human experience,

tghe exbernals areA canplemented by the}virtm’)ujs and noble character
of the kingdom’s inhabitaﬁts. G-d's name is to' be sanéts.fied and the
" law to be observed., Even thé dead among the Iéraeiité# are to be allowéd
to enjoy the kingdom, Us;ﬁally the kingdom is regarded as the ultimate
and eternal divine achievement; Some, hwevar, regarded the Messianic
kingdom as only a preliminary stage to an even higher geal, :

IX, RENOVATION OF THE WORLD ‘The renovatica of heaven and earth is asg-
signed to the Iuessianic yeriud when it is viewed ms eternal and future s
but assigned to its conclusion when the Megsianic Age ig viewed as of
limited duration and part of the present world, The former view xéas the
| older, while the latter view ggined dminance in later Jewish thought.

X, THE GENERAL RESURRECTIN. This is to take place before the last
Judgnent and vas a £imly established bellef in Fuorissimm. The Sad-
duceea denied resurrectién, while thé Alexendrians chose instead to
teach immortality of the soul, An intermediate stage between death -and
| resurrection was generally accepted., As stated above, there was a pro-

found divergency of opinion concerning who would be resurrected and for

m‘?raem. 93, 97, 16k, l‘sPraem. 92.93,

l‘61’:13!5;'111. 85-91 (concerning animalss) » 98-107 (on general prosperity
of the Messianic kingdom).
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vhat purpose. The oldest belief was that of a resurrebtion of the just

only, but the extexision to a general resurrection was widespread laterb. .
XI. THE LAST JUDGMENT, ETERNAL SALVATION AND CONDEMIATION, The good
among the Israelites were assured a place in the kingdom, but all sinners
were excluded. The ungodly were consigned to Gehenna, where demnation was
generally regarded as etei*nal. Of course, the Just were to find ew}erlast»
ing happiness and peace in the Messianic kingdom, |
This then is the general nature of the tradition that had been and

was being formulated at the time of Philo., How widespread was the Messlanic
bellef among the Jews, and furthermore, smong the pagan populace that formed
the vast majority of the inhahitants of Pullo's world? ‘

o angwer the second half of the question first: among the succes-’
ive dominant world povwers there appeared gencral politlical optimism, ac~
companied by the/ hope of an approaching age of peace and prosyerity.lw
Greco~-Roman Messianlsm is nowhere more poetically expressed than in the
Fourth Eclogue of Virgll, written about %0 B.C. In this regard there were
two forces at work in pagan literature. The dominant mythological pre-
cepts held that the Golden Age bad beea under Kronos and that successive
ages had seen a gradual deterioration of the human J.ot,hs However, such
an age was not merely a thing of the past, e.g., Stolc philosophy held a
popular notion that all that was would be repeated sanﬂ'bime in the future.l*g

The belief referred ""cc"above 4n connection vith the imminent Golden Age is

1‘78a10 Baron, A Social and Religious History of the Jews, I, 203,

‘ uSFran ameng numercus sources may be clted the following' Hesiod,

. et Dies 109-201; Ovid, Metam; I, 89-150; Seneca, Octavia 391-435; Plato
PoSZE"ﬁ‘tT 27 "1.c""-272d Virgil, Georg I, 121-159, IT, 53665403 Aeneid VIIT,
319"327« , .

’*9The following may be cited as repreaentatiw of this views Virgil,
Eclo IV; A‘-‘n. VI’ 92'79‘).& i
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closely related to the Stoié precept, for many sm? the end of one worl&-v
eycle and the beginning of ancther in the near future, which would accord-
ingly produce another Golden Age. B

A less popular, but also current idea held that man's history mm}ed
8 progressive movement frdm aévagery to civilization.’® In any case, it
cannot be denled thet a general end gemuine i.nterest in the Golden or Mes-
glanic Age ekist;ed among ‘the pagan mejority et this time,

- What bﬁ‘ the Jews? It may be gtated as a well-~documented fact that
Mesgianlsn wes zfiﬁespréad emong the Jews of Philo's time, In fact ; the
vegt majority of Jews, in accordance with the Messianice precepts set out
above, regarded the Diaspoi'a é-a a temporary situation, which would be -
remedied by the advent of the Messlanic Age.sl

We £ind a&undant evidence of such Messlanic hopes both in ths litera-
ture and in the activities of Jews during this time.52 | Such a hope tock

2Omis idea is expressed in the following works: Plato, Protag., 320c-
323a; Laws ITI, 676 ff.; Lucretius V, 925-end; Horace, Sat, I, 3.99-106.

Slﬁarry Wolfson, Philo; Foundations of Religious Pallosophy in Juda-
ism, Christianity and Islam, IT, 402. ,,

52mme following is a list of Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphical vorks
in which there are Messianic ldeas, The first seven are books of the
Apocrypha; the remaining Works are found in the Pseudepigrapha: Wisdom
of Ben-8ire (composed ¢, 190-170 B.C.), I Maccabees (c, 130-110 B.C.),
II Maccabees {c. 70 B.C.), Judith (c. 130-110 B.C.), Tobit (c. 130-110 B.C.),
Baruch (130 B.C., 90 A.D,'a, Wisdom of 8olomon (c. 70-50 B.C.), "Ethiopic”
Book of Enoch (110 B.C., 68 B.C.), Book of Jubilees (c. 100-90 B.C.), -
Tegtament of the Twelve Tribes (110~70 B.C.), Psalms of Solomon (c. 45 B.C.),
Assumption of Moses (4-6 A.D.), Syriac Book of Baruch (7080 A.D.), :
Psendepigraphic (Fourth) Book of Ezra (ec. 90-100 A,D.), Biblical Antig-
uities (c. 110-130 A,D. ), 8ibyliine Oracles (II, 140 B.C., III, 27 B.C.,
Iv, 80 A.D., V, 70-80 A,D,, 120-130 A.D.), Greek Book of Baruch (c. 150 A.D.),
Slavonic Book of Enoch (c. 30-40 A.D.). From Joseph Klausner, The Messianic
Idea in Israel, pp. 246-386, o
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many forms, ms each person shaped the tradition according to hia own di-eams.53

The’polit'ical upheavals which becamg commonﬁlace in Palestine during
‘the first sixty years of the first century A.D. were ‘almoet aiways politico-
religious in nature. These disturbances have been related in chapter one.

We also £ind much impressive gvidence as to Messianism emong the Jews
by looking et the Gospel accounts in ‘the New Testament. There it becomes
evident that Jesus, far from kindling & new spirit, fell helr to an gl—
ready established traditionﬁl*‘ Thus vhen Jesug acknowledged that he was
Mesgiah, his hearers had a clear frame of ceference for what his words

signiﬁed,-’) v
The degree to which Messianism infused this age with its spirit is

often measured by the extent to which Messianism influenced Philo, Schurer,
asy well as others, notes that it is surprising to see the traditional and
nationalistic Megsianlc hopes so often in the works of the fnoralistic
'}?h:i.lo.56 Often Pailo's commentaries on the Pentateuch led him to an am
pliﬁcation of Messianic hopes. 5T |

| First, the nature of the Messiah in FPhilo ought to be discerned. As

Wolfson points oub, the term Messish is absent fram Hzilo.58

However,
this fact usually is not taken to mean that P&ulo had no iunterest in the

nature of the Messiah, Schurer, Goodenough, and wolfson are united in

*3aron, gp. oit., 223-22h.

Suatthew XT » 33 Imke VII, 19 (which both contein this question of
John: ‘“Are you he who is to cane, or shall we look for another?"), Matt,
XXT3 lsiark XI3 Take XTX3 John XII (which describe Jesus?. entry into Jeru-
galen ,

*Ouatt. XVI, 13-23; Mark VIII, 27-33; Luke IX, 18-22 (vhich all
contain the confession of Peter).

, SGSchnrer, op. cit., v, 1h6, 57Wolfaon,‘ op. cit.; IT, L4o7.

‘ 58&1(1- 3 L"O?, )“‘13")4‘1)"‘.
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their agreeme:t that Philo is referring to a personal Messiah in the fol-

lowing passage:59

For "there shall come forth:a man," says the oracle, and lead-
ing his host to war he will subdue great and populous nations, be-
cause God has sent to his aid the reinforcement which befits the
godly, and that is dauntless courage of soul and all-powerful
strength of body, either of which strikes gear into the enemy and
the two if united are quite irresistible,

Another passage pictures the Jews comlng together at the beginning of

7/
the Messaianic age "fél/a)/ou/af vocd 77‘,00; 7eves €¢'<o7c;oas 52 /rara\ p0’o<v

a.vgfwlzﬂv{l/ oq/éw.S, a.ar Jau /uev ‘7'6/00<_S /“oyacs Je Tolys av,“,.,_,_
_( /evag 5/4 Pa voss 6l e first portion of this has been variously trans-

lated as "guided by some vision, more divine than it is compatible with its
n62

being of the nature of man" or "led by a Divine superhuman appearance.

Schurer holds that the underlined'phrasé cannot refer to the figure of the
Messiah, but rather to a sign similar to that which guided the Hebrews dur-
ing the Exodus in the desert.63: Wblfson lists among three possible explan-
ations the identification of the phrase with the Messiah.8% For Goodenough
there is no doubt that reference is being made to the Messiah, 65
Goodenough finds a further and more extensi?e discussion of the na-

ture of the Messiah in De Somniis. The’first part of this passage, in

59or Schurer, op. cit., IV, lh8 for Goodenough, op. cit., 115; for
Wolfson, op. cit., II, LIk,

80praem, 95. 6lpraem. 165.

62rme pirst translation is that of Wolfaon, op. clt., I, 41k the
second is that of Schurer, g. eit., IV, ih7,

63Schurer, op. cit., v, 1&7. 6“Wblfaon,’og. cit., IT, hik-k41s,

65Gooaenough, op. cit., 117.

66pe Somniis II, 61-6h. (This passage is discussed in Goodenough,
OE. Citn ’ K’a? 5 . .'



61
vhich Philo attacks the Romans as slaves of empty opinion, has elreedy
been quoted. The passage continues as follows:

The day will pass before I have given the sum of the corruptions
of human life, and indeed why need we dwell at length upon them? Who
has not heard of such men or seen them? Who has not constant exper-
ience of them, is not used to them? 8o that the Holy Word very aptly
calls "addition" the men who is an enemy of humility (4. b )s
and comrade of arrogance (g s fos )o For just as, to the great
detriment of proper growth, there come out on trees superfluous
growths, which farmers take down and prune away in their care for
what is necessary, so the falgse man full of arrogance grows cut as
a sucker (n-o.,oa, ve,dzl arrev ) upon the true life that is char=

acterized by bhumility, and no husbandman has been foundéto this

day to cut off this injurious growth at the very roots, d
The gignificance of Goodenough'’s identification of this Husbandman with
a militant Messiah, who will appear to hack off the evil roots of go-
clety, will be discussed in the last chapter. The language used here by
Pailo 1is quite similar to that found in several Gospel paasages.68

In Describing the Golden Age Philo states that the Gentiles will not
dare challenge the Jews when they see that the latter are in alliance with
70 Jura lov. .69 Since the genitive singular could be either mag-
culine or neuter, it cannot be stated with certainty that Philo means
the just one or Messiah (5 J. 4nc% s ) and not the more general juse
tice (7o Jcnacav )o70 8till, the interpretation which sees this word
ag referring to the Messish is possible.

Thus, even.without using the tem Messiah, Philo leaves little doubt
sbout his personal belief in such a figure, There 18 some confusion
whether the Messizh will resort to arms to subdue hig enemies or whether

the godless without force will recognize his superiority and the superior

, 67De Sonniis IT, 63-64, (The translation is that of Goodenough.)

68yatt, III, 10; Luke III, 9. 9praem. 93.

TO%oodenough, op. eit., 115,
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virtue of him &cd his people.7l Perhaps such apparent confusion 1s
meant to convey the idea that a combination ofb‘t‘he two wi‘.ll'be necessary
or that anl:} physical force ﬁill convincé some among the foes of the Jews.
" the coming of the Messianic Age, however, willld‘epend on more than
the appeé.rance of an individuai, for the Jews, es’pecial.iy't'k’x.eir iéaclers,
must sincerely repent of their past sins,’? Moreover, Ged will permit
the Golden Age to cdnmence beceuse of the piet& and pra&éra of the Pa~

trierchs, (3
Thae ﬁature'of the'bfessianic kingdom according to Phiio can best be

seen by quoting some of the passeges in which he paints the picture of
its happinegs and gloriest ’

When that time comes I believe that bears and llons and pan-
thers and the Indian enimals, elephants and tigers, and all others
whoge vigor and power are invincible, will change their life of
solitariness and isolation for one of companionghip, and gradually
in imitation of the gregarious cre%\xres show themselves tame when
brought face to face with mankind. :

v The second blessing is wealth which necessarily follows peace
and settled authority . . . For there is a divine promise that on

. those who keep the sacred ordinances Heaven will shower timely
rains, and on the earth will bear abundance of every kind of food,
the lowlands of sown grain, the highlands of tree fruits, and no -
geason will be left without some measure of beneflcence, but so
continuous will be the succession of the gifts of G-d "that the
reaping will overtake the vintage mnd the vintage the seed time."7?

For prosperity will attend you in everything both in the city
- and in the country; in the city by offices, honors and reputations
through Justice well adminigtered, through policy well considered,
through words and deeds directed to gerve the common weal: in the
land by the fertility both of the necessaries, corn, wine end oil,
and the means of enjoyable life, that is by the numberless kinds
of tree fruits, and alia%by the fruitful muliiplying of oxen and
goats and other cattle,f¥ R A ,

But samecne may say, what profit is there in all this to one

Tlpraen, 93, 95, 164, T2Praem. 163, 167.  3praem, 166,
T praen. 89.. T5praen. 98,',101. | k7‘6Praem'. 107, |
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vho is not going to leave behind him heirs and successors? And
therefore he crowas his boons by saying that no man shall be childe-
less and no weman barren, but all the true servants of Ged will ful-
fil the lav of nature for the procreation of children . . . And none
of those who conform to the laws will die an early death or be cut
short,-or denied any stage of life that G-d has assigned to the bu-
man race, but each will rise as by stepping-stones from infancy
through the successive terms appointed to each age, fulfilling its
allotted tale until he reaches the last, the neighbor of death or
rather immortality, and passes from that truly goodly old_age to
leave a great house of goodly children to £ill his place.

8o much for the external blessings promised, victories over
enenies, succesges in wars, establishments of peace and abundent
supplies of the good things of peace » honorse and offices and the
eulogies accoupanying the successful, who receive praise from the
lips of all, friends and enemies, praiges prampted by goodwlll in
the one case and by fear in the other. But we must also speak of
a more personal matier, the blessgings beatowed on the body. He
promizes that those who take paing to cultivate virtue and set the
holy laws before them to guide them in all that they do or say in
their private or in their publie capaclty will receive as well the
gift of complete freedom from disease, and if some infirmity should
befall them it will not do them injury . . . Health will be followed
by efficlency of the senses and the perfection and completeness of
every part so that without i@pediment they may render each the gerv-
ices for which it was made,’

In swmarys

When they have arrived, the cities which but now lay in ruins

will be cities once more; the desolate land will be inhabited; the
- barren will change into fruitfulness; all the prosperity of their

fathers and ancestora will seem & tiny fragment, so lavish will be
the sbundant riches in their possession, which flowing from the
gracious bounties of G-d as from e perennial fountain will bring to
egach individually an 30 all in coomon & deep stream of wealth leav~
ing no room for envy.

As has been seen, wmost of those conditions eunvisioned by Fhilo as
characteristic of the Messianic Age were commonly regarded by other writ-
ers in the same way. The age that 'ie to come will surpass any age yet

experienced by man in infinite glory and splendor,
¥what is essential is that such an zge was not an unattainable goal

TTpraem. 108, 110,  OPraem, 118-119, = 79preem. 168,
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to Fhilo, Such a hope can perhaps best be explained by the following for-
mnh:" gmeday the splendor (“/« V{, - S) #111 bring in hninility ( M’j,js )s
impressiveness (dJec verys ) Will bring fear ( $odss ), benefaction
(fuc’pyena.) will bring good will (.0, a ).'80 |
Philo does not limit himself to the above expianation‘of the phenom-
ena involved in the Messianic vAgé.’ We have seen that e ténet of Stoiclam
held that all of nat.ural hisfory mbved izi cycles and that the theory |
\ could also be applied to events withm the humzn emrience. Philo, per-
~ haps bearihg this theory ixi mind, lists the great earthly kingdoms that
have risen to great pwér, only to suffer equall;v proncunced declines, Bl
To Philo, this is evidence of the great cyclical moirement of the Logos,
~which may be considered as divine law.eg
Yet, Philo omits Reme from his list of earthly kingdms‘e?’ The rea-

son can b.ardly be that he bhelieves in the cternity of the Roman state,
| Rather, that caution vhich marked his political statements mnst also be
recognized as the underlying cauge for this omission, It must follow,
according}to the logic of this pattern, thet Rome will suffer ihé ssme
inglorious end ag all other‘pagan kingﬁoms.ah Cnly a direct action by;
'~k-G-d to asgert his oun rule over the world can bring this cycle to an
end, a direct action which can mﬂy be unﬁersteod as the establishment
of the Messlanic kingdom. So, says Goodencugh, Philo is Justifying and
formulating the Jwish Messianic hopes in term of Greek. philosophy
Philo geems to be sayi.ng that ha night accep’c Roman rule fm:- a tim:e,

8 81

}?raem. 9? . Q;uod Deus Imutabil‘ls Sit 173-1?5. s 82

Imut - 3.?6 L

83, |
Gecdemugh, op, cit., 78. (Wolf‘son, 92. <:1t4 Iz hao, for anubher
discussion of this passage.) ’

Blyoe, eit. 85100, oit.
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for this must in the future reet the same fate as Greece, Macedonia,
and other states.

At this point the very f‘undamental differences should be congidered
which existed between the Jewish and the Stolc ideal of the Megsianic Age.
For while they might appear o:i the aurface to be similé.r, a cloger exanﬂ.-
nation reveals thet such pimilarities only serve to conceal the marked
and esgential points of diversity. 86 |

There 1s to be, in the Stolc ideal, a complete melting away of
gtates, with no distinction of race or cmed.a7 The Jewish ideal does
not necessitate such an amalgamation, and in fact such statements ag the
well-known prophecy of Isaish: “Nations shall not 1ift up svord against
nation," assume the contimmation of aegarate national euti‘biés.aa While
the Jewish hope also sav an end to distinctions of race énd créad, 1t
substituted for the many beliefs one--Judaism--which would become the

universal religicn.Bg
Further, pagan historians began to see in vthe Roman state the cone-

pletion of the highest ideal, of which the beginning was the empire
founded by Alexander.%° Ho more proof need be adduced to show that ,Philo’t;
attitude was the exact opposite. N

A ccmpa.rison between Philo and Polybius serves to 1llus£rate further
the nature of the difference that existed between the Jew and the pagan.

86&0350&, op. cit., II, k21,

87?01‘ example, E’lutarch, De Alexandri Megni Fortuna eaut Virtute I, 6.

88Iaa5.ah IT, 4; also Micah IV, 3. (A similar idea is also found in
Daniel VII, 14 and Sibylline Oracles III, 751-758, The same idea is im~
plied in Philo's description of the Messianic kingdem, as in Praem. 93-95.)

| 89pe Vita Mosts TT, 14 (on the eternal nature of the Mosale Law), II,
L} (which expresses the idea that all nations will turn to honoring Jewish
laws alone),

Hgtrabo, Geography I, 4.9; Polybius, Histories I, 2.7, VIII 2.3-k,
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According to Fhllo, the source of all change is the unlimited divinity of
of G-d, not the immutable fortune described by Polybius.”l In Pnilo’s
view perfection must be conceded not to Rome, but to a future 'staté.92 |

" In the doctrine of Polybius, governments will never remain gtable,
g0 that even the best, after a period of ascendency, must yleld to a
‘less desirable regive,93 But Philo makes his Messianic kingdcfh an
eternal one, since this is in accordanée with the plan of G~d. Finza}.ly,
ag gtated sbove, ‘many natimns,‘ not Just one, wil;l. exist according to Fhilo,
perhaps along the 1ix‘16.of the many communities in .&l@u’r:and.ar:l.a.9"t |

There remaing to consider the question whether the'Messianiev Age"

formed an integral and therefore an essentisl part of Fhilo’s thinking.
The olﬂer view, sgain expressed by -Bréhie;', pictured Philo as doing
little more than paying lip service to g;iraditimal beliefs. However,
taking into considerestion the mass of evidence, Goodenough feels that
it is impossible to separate the Massianic hope frcm other aspecta that
make up the essence of Philo’a thinking. 96 | '

Mortson, gp. cit., II, hel-he2,

Ppor ml&biué?‘ﬁeé,wl, 1#.5 (aiﬁ c:itai:ionﬁ ref'erz‘ed to in 96)¢
93Woli‘son, op. eit,, m, hok. i | | | |
91‘1‘016.. . h25-1&26 (fcr suggestion of comparison wit’n Alexandria)

95}31‘e13;‘u3r3 op. cit.h, Also J‘ames Drmmond, Fhilo Judaeus, or the )
J’ewish Alexandrian fﬁlosoply in its Developnent and Completion, . II, 322,

Bpoodenough, op. cit., 115—119




CHAPTER TIIIX
THE RESOLUTIOCH

In this_chapter it is neceasary to resolve the politico-Megsianic
ldeas expressed by Philo with hiz kncwn or asoumed activities in the po-
litical arena. In this regard it must be conced.ed that we can point with
certainty to only one event in Philo's political iife, that event being
his leadership of the delegation of Alexandrian Jews t0 Gaius, However,
it is our contention that the assumption of this duby by Phllo was the
culminasion, rather than the beginning, of his political acﬁvity.

It would be impossible to make such a resolution without first un-
derstanding the factorg vwhich led Philo into a 1life of politice. We have
indiceted that Philo's intercst in polities wé.s probably not confined to
& single event or to his old age.

One resgon for such interest has been noted in the fact that Ph:ilo
came from a prominent famil:f which 'produced at least two well-known leade-
ers, his brother and nephew, However, such an explanation would hardly
be sufficient to justi;éy thé activities of e comple;:vman such as Philo.
We expect arvd indeed find mére philpsophical and religious mo’civatioﬁa
for his political inte;‘ést . ' |

Reference has alreéd,v been‘ made to the passage inthlzic.h Philo seems
- to complain 613' the fact that ixe canno%: devote iaig full energies an&

67
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attention to the contemplative 1ife.l In another passage Philo concludes
that forsaking the life of the city does not necessarily lead him to a
greater understanding or insight:
For many & time have I myself forsaken friends esnd kinsfolk

and country and come into e wilderness, to give my ettention to

some subject demanding contemplation, and derived no advantage

fron doing so, but my mind scattered or bitten by passion has gone

off to matters of the contrary kind. Sometimes, on the other hand,

anid & vast throng I have a collected mind. God has dispersed

the crowd that besets the soul and taught me that a favorable and

unfavorable condition are not brought about by difference of place,

but by God gho moves and leads the car of the soul in whatever way
he pleases.

Thegse two passages are characteristic and indicate that there can-
not be one simple answer about the attitude of Philo to the relstive
value of the civic versus the ascetic life, Ilike all people, Philo was
mastered by his diverse emotions rather than master of them. However,
sufficient evidence can be gathered to show that on certain points Philo's
attitude was congigtent. |

First of all, Philo, in agreement with the statements of many Greek
philosophers, feels that man is by nature a gregarious animal. He states
these ideas in the following manners

For nature, who created man the most civilized of animals to be

gregarious and sociable, has called him to show fellowship end a

spirit of partnership by endowing him with rgason, the bond which

leads to hsrmony and reciprocity of feeling.

The man who hopes to enter into the contemplative life must first

equip himself to face the problems of this world:

lphilo, De Specialibus Leglbus ITI, 1.6,

2milo, Legum Allegoria IT, 85,

3muilo, De Decalogo 132.
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State business is an object of ridécule to you people, Perhaps
you have never digcovered how servicesble a thing it is., Begin,
then, by getting same exercige and practice in the business of life
both private and public; and when by means of the sister virtues,
household-mansgenent end statesmanship, you have beccme masters in
each domain, enter now, as more than qualified to do so, on your
migration to a different and more excellent way of life. - For the
practical comes before the contemplative life; it is a sort of pre-
lude to a more edvanced contest; and it is well to have fought it
out first. By taking this course you wil!'l; avoid the imputation of
ghrinking from it through sheer laziness.

What of those who separate thmelvea? Failo had tried such a life
and apparently found in wsatisi‘actorys He mast have been scquainted with
‘a number of such groups, ana he m that some who belonged to them vere
abandoning a gociety which they professed to despiae, 'brui: gecretly
coveted. He describes such people in the following passage:

- Truth would therefore rightly find fault with those who without
- full consideration give up the business and financial side of a
- eitizen'’s 1ife, and say that they have concelved a coutempt for fame
‘and pleasure. For they do not desplse these thingg, they are prace
ticing en imposture. Their dirty bodies and gloouy faces, the rigor
end squalor of their pinched life, are so meny baits to lead others
to regard them as lovers of orderliness and temperance and endurance.
‘But they are unable to detelve the more sharp-sighted, who peer in-
side and refuse to be taken in by what meets the eye. For they
‘thrust this back as mere screening of quite different things, and
get a view of the true nature of the things concealed within, which,
if they are beautiful, thgy admire, but if ugly, ridicule and loathe
them for thelr hypocrisy, - . :

Philo Mther points out that those wio cbosé the mseetic life could
nm; fulfill all of their reugioua obligations, far half of Jewish law,
.‘m the matner of the Ten Cmmandments, concerns cm.a's relations with his

2+}Eh:l.lo,, De Fugs et Inventione 35-36

JSuch an inference can. be drawn frem LA I, 85. -Phila may well have
spent time with the Theraspeutae. At 1east, ha devotas an entire book (De
Vita Contemplativa) bo them. : ,

61’_\_:5 33-34.
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fellow man, The person vho separated himself freom soclety as e whale could
not fulfill these 'practical? comandments and thus did not m:ty practica
his I'eligimv

The philo&opher canno’c allow himself to be drawn in hy the erowd to
the exclusion of his intellectual pursuits.a On the other hand, ha can-
not consider that he hag aehieve& all that he is capsble of unless he puts
to practical us}a ths précépta of his phiibsophy ur’ feligion. The practi-
cal must precede the theoretical, As FPhilo s*tateé:

Tt is a vital matter that those vho venbure to make the claims
of God their aim and study should first have fully met those of men;
for 1t 1s sheer folly to suppose that you will reach the greater
vhile you are incapable of mastering the lesger, Therefore first
maks yourgelves famlliar with virtue ag exercised in our dealings
with wen, to the end that you may 5 ixrtroduced to that also which
has to do with our relation to God.

In contrast Lo these passages are those in which Philo speaks most
critically of tha politiéian apd his world.lo ’l’ne person who 1s concerned
with the loftler precepbs ig shown to be infinitely suyericr to the cne
vwhose sole iatezest lies 4in public aﬁairs.n

That Phllo vaclllated between tha 1ife of the recluse and that of
the man concerued with tha ai‘fairs of his fellw maen cannot be ﬁenied.

Nor was Fhilo unique in his unwrtainty, for it was characzteristic of his
age. 12 When Philo speaks with adniration of the. life of the recluse, he

is uﬂdoabtedly giving vent to his very resl fruatratiom in the political

Tbe Specialibus Legibus IT, 63-6h.
®be Specialibus Tegibus IIT, 1-6. Fug, 38.

Wes.. Chapter 2 for discussion oi' Joseph as the archetype of a2 Ro-
nan ruler in De Smmis.

: llmg idea is develoyed below in the discussion of the four classer
~ into vhich men are divided.

12600dencugh, op. cit., T3-7h.
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Goodenough hes concluded that Philo's more usual, and therefore domi-
nant, attitude was that vhich called for involvement in thel affaira of one's

Tellow man.l3

Philo lknew that it wag necessary for him to continue his

" contemplation of the dlvine, but not as an end unto i’cself. Rather, only
that person who could reach the helghts was truly qualified to help others
strive for a better life and peace on earth,

Fhilo wes able to fashion his ideal out of a resolution of the two
posgibilities, This was done through his oit-used method allegory, Man
is the child of two parents: .

I suggest, them, that the father is reason, masculine, perfect,
right veason and the mother the lower learning of the schools, with
its regulsr courze or round of lnstructicn, These two stand %o us in
the relation of parents to children, and 1t is good end profiteble
to obey thenm.

Now right reagon, the father, bids us foliow in the steps of
nature and pursue truth in her naked and undisguised form. Educa~
tion, the nother, blds us give ear to rules laid down by human
ordinance, rules which have been made in different cities and coun-
tries and naticns Ey those who first embraced the apparent in pref-
ence to the true. :

Mankind is then divided into four classes, with those who cbey both
parents being placed into one class. Another class includes those who
obey neither parent, while the othe: two classes are made up of those who
chey either the father ox tha mother to the ezclu.sion of the other parent,
FPhilo concludes that thoge who obey both parents are unquestionably the |
best, while those Who obey neither parent must be rated as lawless and
pasge.1” ' |

Philo writes the following sbout those who obey both parentss

Brid., 7.  “mhilo, De Forietate 33-3b.  mbr. 35.
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et us then speak next of those who are the enemies of these
lagt, but have given due honor to both education and right resson,
of whom those who attach themselves to one parent only wers but halfs
hearted followers in virtue. This fourth clasa are valiant guardisns
of the laws which their father, right reason, has laid down, and
faithful stewards of the customs vhich their mother, instruction, has
dntroduced. Their father, right reason, has taught them to honor the
Father of them all; their mother, instruction, has taught them not
to make light of those principles vwhich are laid down by convention
and aceepted evemhere : , .

Of those who are chedient to neither parent, Philo says:

But the son who is at emmity with bothk his parents is shom to
us by Moses, when he reprasenta him as saying, "I know not the Lord
and T do not send Israel forth." Such s one, we may expect, will
oppose both what right reason rules to be our duty to God and what
training and education establish for our dealings with the world of
creetion; snd thus he will work universel confusion. The human race
has never purged itself of the wickedness which is ummixed with
good, and there are still those whose will and purpose is to do no
action whatever that can tend to plety or human fellowship, who on
the contrary keep compeny with impiety and godlessness, and also
keep no faith with their fellows. And there are the chief pests
vhich haunt cities, controlling or, to speak more m].I,7 upsetting
private and public 1life with thelr restless intrigues.

Then Phllo remarks that of those in the latter classes, the ones who
ocbey only the father are superior to thoge whose exclusive obedience is
to the mother,1d |

In the former group are the priestsz

But there are also some who despise the mother s bidding, but
c¢ling with all their might to the father's word, and these right
reason has judged worthy of the highest honor, the priesthood + .
For they into vwhose charge the work of prayer and sacrifice and all
the worship of the temple wag glven, are actually-wstrange paradox-=
homicides, fratricides, slayers of the bodies which are nearest end
dearest to them, though they should have come to thelr office, pure
in themselves and in the lineage, havisg no contact with any pollu-
tion even involuntary, far less voluntary . . « What, then, can ve
soy but thet such as thege are condemned by the rnlaa that obtain
among men, for they have for their accuser their mother, custom,
the politician and the demagogue, bubt are acqultted by the laws
of nature, for they have the support of their father, right reason?Ld

e, 80-8L, 17_@__10;_. 71-79. Pmor. 35.  9mor, 65-66, 68.
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In the latter group ézre politiclans;

Thiz last kind which loves the mother, which bows down to the
opinions of the multitude and undergoes all manner of transformew
tions in conformity with the ever-varying aspirations of human life,
like the Egyptian Proteus, whose true form vemained & matter of un~
certainty through his power to becoma everything in the universe,
is most clearly typified by Jethro, Jethro is & coupound of vanity,
closely corresponding with a city or comonwealth peopled by a proe-
miscuous horde, who swing to and fro as thelr idle opinions carry

- them, BSee how he deals with Moses. He in his wisdom was recalllng
the whole people of the soul to plety . . . And then comes forward
Jethro the seeming wise, who has never learnt the secrets of the
divine blessings, but his concern has been wlth little elge than
things human and corruptible, He plays the demagogue, and the laws
which he leys down contradlet the laws of nature; for his eyes are
fixed on samblance, while they relate to real existence, Yet even
on him Moses has compassion, and plties him for his great delusion;
he feels that he sghould teach him a better lesson, and persuade him
to depart from his empty opinions and follow truth stedfastly., 0

Thus the priest is réclmned better than the politician in the usual
sense of the word, for the politicisn is often tempted to consider only
the probléms of this world to the exclusion of the more egoteric, Fhilo
uses this allegory another time and draws the samé conclusions about the
four classes of men.t

thilci3 in comitting himself to an involvemeni in the practical world
sround him, was striving to place himself in the first or superior group
of those who were obedient %o both parents, those who both followed the
lave of nature and worked vwithin the framework of man's experiema‘ Such
a person would be Pulfilling all of the comandments, for both thecretical

' . 29-@3‘6 36"38#

21De Decalogo 107+110, (Thle allegory appears to have been based on
an interpretation of Proverbs VIII, 1. The rabbinic Interpretation is as
follows: "My son, hear the instructions of thy father and forsake not the
laws of thy mother.” The rabbis explain that the father repregents G-~d,
end the mother, the comunity of Israel. Thisg is quite similar to the ex~
planation of Philo., However, the distinctions drawn in Fhilo are Greek,
in };\amanar with tuo fragments ascribed to Archytas. Goodenough, op. cit.,
5. v ‘ -
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and practical considerations would be met. The truly wise man must be
able to mbve freely fram the discussion of the theoretical to the appli-
cation of the pructical.22

He must on. occasion flee from the pressures and passions of the
crowded ciuy life, but this could be effected immrg_lz end have as its
‘result better service to one's society.23 As Failo writes:

. But there ere others who live on in their homes with their

bodies worn to a threed by long sickness or the burden of old age,

yet healthy and youthful in the better part of the soul, brimful

of higimindedness and steunchest valor, They never even dream of

touching weapons of defense, but render the highest service to the

comonvealth by the excellent advice which they put foxrward, end
guided by unflinching and unswerving counsideration of what is
profitable, restore what had broken down in the personal life of

each individual and in the public life of their country, these ol

then who train themselves in wisdom cultivate the true courage.

To swmarize, we can say that Philo had devised a gcale by which to
meagure the relative value of a particular mode of living., At the bottom
was placed the individual vho was completely devoid of any sense of spir~
ituél or social obligaticn. - Above him was the politician, who at least
haé a sense of civic or social responsibility. Still‘higher could be
ple.ced the one who obeyed the father axclusa.velJ. "I“he gupreme satisfac-
tion could be experienced canly by the individual who moved on both the
praatica‘! and the theore’cz.cal levels. Thig was the ideal that Philo set
before him, and thus it was incmnhent upon him tc combine cbedience to the
mother with cbedience to the father to achleve a full lif'e. Such a person
dauld best lead men, and, in fact, he was obligated to utilize bis knowle

edge of natural lav to ameliorate the society of man.

22_I§¢'__b_;'_. 01-92. 23_1'_._A__ II, 85; De Specialibus Legibus III, 1-6.

4110, De Virtutibus 3-b,
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Thig ideal is also integrated into Fhilo's Messianlc beliefs. Refer-
ence vas made to this fact when ve noted that Ihilo envlisioned a éepentn
ence of all Jews, but,espeéialxy their leaders, asg a'prelﬁde to the Mes-
sieanic Age.25 We can expand thisg idea by numbefing among ﬁhe Jewish
leaders those who, like'Philo, were in positions of §oliti§al ﬁxpartaﬁce.
The idea of repentance can also be expanded to embrace the concept ofy |
transformation, for these Jewlagh pblitical leaders had to be transformed
from the usual politiclans who owed exclusive alleglance to the mother
into that class "who after much toil have been sble to pass from the
paihleﬁs wild to the roéd which has no other goal but to find favor with
G—d.“26 ‘The Messianic Age depended for its arrival on many factors, guch
as divine mercy and the intervention of the Patriarchs.2T However, e§en
thasé factors_verexnot aﬁailable to'thﬁ Jews until their leaders were
transformed and definitely committed to the contemplatibn of the theo-
retical, as well ag the carrying out of the practical. -

Only as the laader# of the Jews moved into the ’highestvclass' eculd
the Messianic Age 5& expected, Fhilo comitted himself to a2n attempt to
be just that kind of leader. He could not expect to scconplish everything
hinself; he could set tha example for others to follow. ﬁhen enough of
the Jewish leaders had achieveﬁ this tranaformaﬁzon, then there was hope
for the arrlval of the Measianlc kingdom If he could remain a true son
of both pareuts, surely athers could do the same, and therein lay his hope

for a better future.es

25milo, De Preemiis et Poenis 163, 167,

26600denou€h; op. cit., 117-118. (The quotation is from Fhilo,
Praem, 167.) ' .

2l braen, 166. zacf. Goodenough, op. cit., 118,
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At this polnt we may sumarize the chlef characteristics of the po-
litical and Messianic hopes of Fhilo and show ﬁheir mutual  dependence.

' It has been shown that FPhilo was unaltem‘bly opposed to Roman rul'ﬂ.
It was true that some Romans chowed a proper regard for the Jews, but
even then there was no guarantee of the preservetion o:E’ the religion so
long as Rome ruled the Jews. Fallo must bave had ample proof of the mis~
use of power on the part of the Romans evea before the grest struggle
under Flaccus. A good emperor could nol oversee évery activity of his
empirve, and even a good governor could be turned against the Jeavic to save
his own life,2? |

Wont then was the p:éoper way for a Jewish 1eader £6 deal with the
Romang? One would not attempt to match his strergth with that of a
wild boar. The knowledgeable person, avaiting a propitious monent,
would calm Gown the charging animal rather than risk inflaming him to
make his final and deadly charge.3% In the same way one would not openly
oppose the massive pover of thg Romang, Roman pc;&ér, like that of a
wild animal, mist be propitiated aund softened if cne did not want to .
rigk the destruction of his Qeoplé. This was the stance 'adop’céd by Philo,
This did not mean, however, that he wes any nore ccmi‘wtnble in this sitn
ustion than would be the man who had to aeal conatantly with untamed ani-

31

The Messianic view of Pﬁilo at ﬁrs‘o”seeu'xé to be :Z'ar removed from
his political thinking, &.Messiah is' to cbme, anéva ‘géeaf age ‘af plenty
1s to be enjoyed by those who are true to the Lma. The figure of a pern
sonal Messiah 1s present in milo, although th,e tem Iﬂessiah is not. Rome

2951?, Caapter 2~ | 301’&110, I)e Sonmiis I, 87.
3lGoodenou§}1, O, city, 6-‘7.
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certainly was not the awaited kihgdom, nor could divinity, even to the
slightest degree, be attrivuted to any leader oi‘ f_ha Roman Empire.‘ In no
way could the Jews acceph a Roman as the Messlanlc l1deal they so i‘érvent]y
longed for,32 - |

It is in this context 'tha'b a coanection ea:i bé' made "betwean the po~
litical and the Messianic ideas; for the Messiah was not s purely spiritual
concept in Philo, but rathér a combination of s_pirif:ual and politigal
yearnings. In fact, this gpiritual-political dualiem had been character-
istic of the Messianic concept almost from its incepticn, For example,
Hoses, who vas exalted as the first deliverer of the Jewish people, em~
bodied both spiritual and political characteristics, He was not only
*sage,! bub also 'warrior.' The attributes conﬁecﬁed with the former
title were, to be sure, his principal ounes, but those associated with
the latter were not lacking.33 Joseph Klaugnex writes;‘ |

. Moses, the great deliverer from the Egyptian bondage, functione
ing in the dual role of military leader and prophet-lawgiver, ls the

~ prototype of The conception that was to develop and achieve splen
embodinent in the form of a Messich who is both king and redeemer.

“The true prototype of the Messish wag David:

Yet this fact alone, that popular imegination expanded and ex-
tved this national hero not only ss king possessing outstanding
political talents but algo as the possessor of superlor religio-
ethical qualities~-thig fact alone proves that undcubtedly Devid
was & man of the very highest attainments . . . Outstending politi-
cal abilities together with these religio-ethical qualities made
David the authentic prototype of the redeemer and the founder of
that ruling family one of whose descendsots the Messiah must be,39

Similarly this dualism wap generally found in the Tigure of a personal

32er, Chapter 2, 33Joseph Klausner, op, cit., 15-17. |
M4, koo, - Pmpig., 19-21. |

nvm—
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Messiah,3® It must be conceded that the politico-national aspects of
Jewlsh Messianism never came {0 the fore in Jewish thought before the de~
gtruction of the Second Temple to the extent that they did afterward.37
Nevertheless, there 1s umple evidence, and Philo can be cited here, to
show that even in the period prior to the great revolt, the Messlah was
thought of as the redeemer who would use violence if necessary to destroy
the enemies of the Jeua.38 Klausner is surprised to find the desply
spiritual Philo including these bellicose aspects in hils descripbtion of
the I~5aasia1;.39

Now we can sce that the hope Fallo had of a better future for the
Jewish people was cenbered on the Messlah. As we have noted, the srrival
of the Messiah was dependent on the transformation of the Jewish politi-
cal leaders to a gtage of contemplation of both the theoretical and the
practical.

However, this was not all. We have geen that the might of the Po-
wans hed to be propitiated for the time belng, but that Fuilo was navér
reconciled to it., Therefore, when the opportunity arose, thefe ghould
be no delay in atitacking and degstroying the eneny, In this regsard, Goo&-—
enough remarks that Phllo wae not only walting fur the Rusbandman to come
and swing the axe, bub that he wowld swing an axe with him,'O

Thus ve can safely soy that Pailo, while not openly end actively
opposing Roman rule with force, was prepering the way in hig writings for
guch opposition vhen the proper moment came., It would seem that Philo

did not view hls time as the correct one for such a revolt, for the

8

36 of. Chapter 2.

bid., 392.  O'Ibid., 394, O
391ausner, op. eit., 493, 523.

hOGoodénoug,h, cp, cit., 25. (For the reference to the Husbandman,
De Somniis II, 63-Gh.1
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spirituszl 4ransformation which had to precede the political ocme had not
yet taken place, ‘ |

This, then, is the cruciel point, Reither Philo nor any other Jew~
- is8h leader could have hoped to convince the Jewish people that they could
defeat the Roman army through the ‘force of arms alone. It was folly to
think that any group, basing its e‘xpectations for succees éolely on mili~
tary strength, could defeat the Romens. So it was with the Jews. Their
hope lay not in ﬁming thqmselves with war machines in an attempt to
match tize pc%ar of Rome, Rather, their only hope lay in arming themselves
norally and spﬂrituall;r for a battle they could not lose when so equipped.l‘l

Jewlsh history was full of storles sbout the defeet of far lerger
pagan force;s by a smaller but devout group of Jews. 42 Just as the previ-
cus threats had been smaller, so the victories of the Jews over them had
been only temporal. Now the pagans were brought together, with Rome
gymbolizing =ll they stood for., This time the victory of the Jews would
be caﬁplete, and in its aftermath would be estéblished the Messianic
kingdom. Only a Jewigh Porce committed to G-d could defeat the Romans.
The Jews would stiil have to fight and sustain great losses, but they
would win and the rewaraé would be worth more than the miﬂery they endured.,

This then wasg thn message and the purpose of all of Fhilo's political
aetivities. Some may find in Philo's leading of the embassy to Gaius an

1*l*me dlseiples of Hillel reasoned in a similax fashion vhen they re-
Jected the activities of the Zealots, The study of the Law was viewed as
-the sole means by which the Jews could recover after their defeat, The
activities of these men do not indicate a pro-Roman bias on their part,
but rather a realization that true end lasting independence would never
e achieved by the Jews, if they did not study and observe the Law,
~ Klausner, op. cit., 393-394.

b2per exam cmple Puilo, Legatio 106; Exodus m-xv, Judges VII, 1-23;
I Bamuel. XVII, lj:9 ; IT Kings XIX, 32-36, Two other examples are the
deliverances brought about by the Maccabees and by Esther,
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attempt by him &5 get into the systenm whi:..h he p:rofesse& to dez;pise, *ta
obtain citizenship at the coast of foraulsing hi.s re.;tgion. The procurm..,
of eitizenship was undoubtedly the goal of sone Alexandrian Jeua,z‘s though
the motivas of each individual diff'ered signiﬁcantly. While i;hez-e‘ vere
those who wanized %o get into the syshem and were willing to pay ‘the prica
of losing their Jewish identity, Philo cannot possibly be eounted in
théir nuber, | | )

It milq, for any reagon, uanﬁed to éb‘a&im citizenship in Alexandria
for the Je*;&a, it was only so that in a then stabilized situmtion his pecple
could turn more of their attentlon to achieving that erming of the soul
which would cne dry, perhaps soon, be necesgsary. Phile would ceitainly
have cbmprmised ‘his Judaisn on no essehtial point ‘in ordez* t‘o gain the
citizenship of Alexandﬁa. However, if aﬁéh citizedship could be obtained
without paying too high a price' and if the situation woulydl then giwre the
Jeus greater opportunity in which to develop spiritually, then the attempt
was wcrthwhiie. Moreover, the very fact that Fhilo acled as he did with
steadfastness and courage was bownd to strengthen the spirits of gihers

who might somedsy be faced with a similar danger,

430e, chapter I and Appendix T.



 APPENDIX I
JEWS AND ALEXANDRIAN CITIZENSHIP

For many years there was considerable debé‘ce whether the Jews as

a whole were citizens of :Aiexandria. Cex;’cainly Josephus makes this state-
nent.l Even those who found fault with Josepﬁus’ stetements admitted the
possibility that individual Jews could become citizens, but Josephus re-
fers to the Jewish community as a whole, | |

| The question appeafs, hovever, to have been sé’ctl,ed by the publica-
tion 1n 1924 by H., I. Bell of a 1etter: by Claudius to the Alexandriana.
Claudius refers to the Jews as ‘profiting by what they possess and enjoy-

ing in a citLot thelr own (ev addo r/u a ﬂ'a/lec ) an abundance of

bounteous uealth.’a Thus, the implication here ‘is very strong that the
Jews were outside the citizen body. Further, Box finds in ?hilo's Quod .

Omnis Probus Iiber si¢3 an argtment which implies thet there was a dis-

tinc’cion between the Jewg in Alexand_ria and those who were ‘citlzens of
Alexandria.” | |
Box suggests that Josephus' statement may be explained by the false

assmption‘thaii; all Aléxandzjia.n Jews had privileges equal to those of the

vl Antiq. XII, 8 121, XIV, 188; War I, l+87“-h88~ 'éA. 411,'35

2Lines 9495 of c.laudius 1etter in Bell, Jeus and. Christians.

‘3Philo, Quod Onnis Probus Liber S:.’c, 31; I

"oz, op. cit., xxii. |
: 8



82

vacedoniens and the equally false assumption that the term ‘'Macedonian'
equaled Crezek equaled Alexandrian, As it was, the Macedonlans, or an im-
portant group of them, did stand outside the citizen body.s

Mention has been made of the fact that Jews as individuals could be-
come full citizens of a Greek city. However, this was b} no means easy.
As formal as religion had becoue, it'waa still ét the very heart of a
city's life., Participation in the multitude of sacrifices, gymnastic
festivals, oaths, prayers and libations would have been impossible for any
Jew who adhered to a strict observance of the Law.s

It is true that generous concessions were made to Jews by rulers
throughout the Hellenistie world, Both Roman and Hellenist monarchies

7 It ia also true, as has been

granted substantlal privileges to the Jews.
mentioned, that some Jews in the Diaspora hed grown rather lax in their
observance of the Iaw. It is certain that individual Jews did in fact be~
come cltizens of Greek citles. St11l, the mags of evidence does not
subatantiate Josephus' claim that the:whnle Jewish community in Alexandria
acquired citizenship. |
Whatever hope the Jews, or a segment of them, had entertalned con-
cerning their admission into the citizen body of Alexandria was endedvby
Clandius!' letter, for he guaranteed to the Jews all privileges that they

had rightfully and truly been granted in the past, but no others.s

5Ibid., xxiii, . GBeil; Cuité and Creeds, 37.

Twpia., 37-38.

8lines 82-95 of Claudius' letter in Bell, Jews and Christisns,




APPENDIX TI
THE WORKS OF PHILO

(The following i & completé list of the works of Philo with their
Latin titles, The firat Roman numeral in parenthesgis referg tokthe
‘vélume of the Loeb edition in which the.work appears. The second Ro-
man numeral refers to the volume in the Cohn-Wendland edition of Philo.
The abbreviations are for the moat part those of Erwin‘R. Goodenough,

and they are also used in our footnotes.)

Abr, ~ De Abrshamo (VI; IV)
Aet. De Aeternitate Mundi (IX; VI)
Agr. De Agricultura (IIT; IT)
Cher, De Cherubim (II; I)
gonf, ns.@mmm@m (1v; 11)

‘Gong. mwwm (IV; I11)
Gont. De Vite Contenplativa (IX; vI)

‘Decal.  De Decaloge (VI Iv) |
Det. Juod Deteriu ‘ .t ri Ins diﬁri Soleat (II; I)
Br.  Delbrietate (I I) |
Flace.  In Fléccum (IX; vI) |

: ggg}“ . De Fuga‘eéiIhvéﬁfione (V§ III)‘
Gig. . De Glgantlbus (II, II)
Héreé - Quis Rerum Dlvinarum Heres (IV, III)
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Hypothetica (IX)
Quod Deus Sit Immutabilis (III; II)

De Josepho (VI; IV)

Legum Allegoria (I; I)

Legatio ad Gaium (X; VI)
De Migratione Abrahami (IV; II)

De. Vite Mosis (VI; IV)

De Mutatione Nominum (V; III)

De Opifieio Mundi (I; I)
De Plantatione (III; II)

De Posteritate Caini (II; IT)

De Praemiis et Poenis (VIII; V)
Quod Ounis Probus Liber §it (IX; VI)

~ De_Providentia (IX)

 Qaestiones et Solutiones in Exodum (Supplement IT)

Quaestiones et Bolutiones in Genesin (Supplement I) |

De Sacrificiis Abelis et Caini (II; I)

De Sobrictate (IIT; IT)
De Semniis (V; III)
De Specialibug legibus (VII, VIII; V)

De Virtutibus (VIII; V)
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