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COLLEGE LI®E Il ANTE&DULLUM VIRGINIA

In)compérison with contemporary collegiate expériénées,
college'life in ante-bellum Virginia offers many‘contrasts.
Thé college curriculum,’teaching methods, student regulations,
‘and behavior were manifestatiﬁns of‘ninetéenth céntury thought.
These facets combined to form the existence of the institution
and its inhabitants. o

An inspection of cbllege life at Rdndolph Hacon Collego,
Richmond College, Collegze of William and ifery, and the University
of Yirginia wiil present an informative $xnd—eemplete account
o£>higher éducation in ahte—bellum Virginia, Although Randolph
Macén,'c&artered in 1830, and Richmond, officially chartered
in 1840, were denominational institutions, they did not differ
greatly from the more liberal state university, while William
and Mary stood as a connecting link betwesn the two types,
Famale education toock place in various seminaries and institutes
of the bearding school variesty, but these 4id not really
qualify as colleges.™ |

The college curriculum was a direet expression of the prevalent
erphasis on the clasaics and antiquity; Greek and Latin were
required of all students. During the vears between 1230
and 1&60, however, collejses broadened their offerings. WHatural
sciences, usually called natural philosophy, replaced the
intensive focus on mathematics. Horal philosophy and rhetoric

completed the curriculum, with political ecoromy and history
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ag later additions. Students encared in the study of history as
early as 1838; evidence of this is found in Thomas D, Fontague's
potebook of that year containing history notas taken from lecbures
by President Dew of William and Mary.z According to Fresident
Dew, history is a record of important facts, with the inprovement
of the social sciences beinp the chief advantare of its atudy.
History is & record of facts—-all facts are not historicel--
Those are historical facts which have atilached to then sone
deprec of importance, For instance Cromwellts wart is
not an historical fact because it had no influence on
‘his conduect and consequently has no derrea of importance
attached to it--Richard the 3 is said to have hud a
erooked backe-which is a historical fact--because 1t
influenced his conduct--5es I'r. lure=~iien. wWashington is
eaid to have written very neatly and also to have been
extremely neat on his farm--which is &« historical fact--
becaude]it is characteristic of that rreat patriot and
rives some idea of his porneral character-~one of the
sroatest advantages arisine from the study of History is
that it improves us in the social sciences,3
Thus dmring the psriod before 1860 the study of Greek and Latin
held the positlon of prime irvortance, followed by mathematlﬂs
and later by natural philosoyhy or science, while the ramaining
tine was devoted to morel philosophy and its related subjects.
Onmitted almost completely, English literature had a very small
place in the nineteenth century American colleie, but there
was a gradual introduction of modern foreign lansuages. hllli&m
and Hary made the only provision for literature other than
ancient, while Richmond, Randslph Hoeon, and William and lary
provided for the study of at least one ﬂod~rn language.
The 1859 catalogue of william and Hary listed six d:partnents,

includins: Latin, Latin Literature, and the Romance Lang a*cs;
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GCreek, Greck Literature, and Cernan; Foral and Intelleetual
fhilosophy and B&lles~Lettres; P'istory, Folitical Leconcmy,
and Constitutional Law; Chemistry and Natural rh*loaouhv'
Iathemsticas, Tach of these deparsuents required the se?viccs of
one professor, with the cxception of mathematics, which emnlovead
wo. One of the mathematics nrofessors, however, was zlso the
professor of chemistry and natural philasophy, Amons the six
professors, there were two with an A,ll. degree and one holding
a D.D, de;f-;ree.lP
The Richmond Collepe catalogue for tha 1856-57 session mentioned

two broad departnments, aczdemlc and collsaginte., The Acudermie
Department involved pre-collere or preparstory subjects, while

the Colleyiate Derartment conslistad of Latin and French, Creek,
mathematics snd astronomy, chenistry and natural philosophy,
and nroral science. The Academic Dspartment regulrzd only one
instructor, who possessed an A.3,. degsree ocnd the title of tutor,

he Collegiate Department included five »rofessors, four of whom

hald an ALl dearee's
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of mentazl zand rmerel philoazophy, & nrofesgor of chemistry and

analrtical chomistry and French, & nrineinal sf the preparatory

departrment, ond & chanlain, OF these, three hald the desree of
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Asliey one & DaDo, and one & Ph.,B., At Randolph lMacon the study .
of French had not attained the statud of the classical languages,
bﬁt it was a part of the curriculum, "Though the Franch Language
. ‘ . etetogue stated,
- is not one of the regular studies, i+s."an accouwplished and
experienced teacher hes been secured, who,for a moderate fee,
instruéts all who cay desire an acquaintance with ite. As will
be‘perceived, his class at this tine is quite large,." 6
Anticépating later dovelopuents in education, Randolph iliacon
also provided & program in which the student could oxit the
ancient languares, althourh by doing this, he forfeitod the
regular degree, qualifying only for a diploma, |
In order to meet the wants of many young nen, the
studies of the different classes have been 80 arranged that
students who desire to omit the Ancient Languages
can pursue the entire remainder of the repular
courses This will require, ordinarily, about three
years, Appropriate Diplomas will be conferred on
those who eomplete this course of atudy, Iliany young
ren have pursued this glan with pleasure and profit,
end it is believed to be capable of conferrins
great goods Every practicable facility will be
presented to those _who desire simply to pursue
a partial course, 7 . .
The propram was probably popular with many students who did
not have great esteem for the study of antiquitye. Evidences
of this\disrespect for the classies ars abundant in the diary
of Thomas BEugene ifassie, a senlor at Randolph Macon in 1842-43,
In éne'entry he recorded that he wrote a speech asainst the study
of ancient 1anguages. Later lMassie told that he "Read at night

sone of Aristotle's Ethics. I think him a great reasoner,
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and a fine moralist—-tho! there are many glaring inconsiatencies
when compared with our present systems of moral philosophy." 8
AE Villiam and Mary those who followed a similar plan of
omitting the ancient languages were eligible for Bachelor -

of Philesophy degrees.? A further example of the expanding
curriculum was the exposition on tﬁe value and methods of
analytical chemistry found in the Randolph Macon catalogues

Amgle arrangenments have been made for instruction in
this interesting branch of science; and young men have
an opportunity of perfecting their knowledge of
Chenistry, of subjecting its principles to the test
of experiments, of tracing thefelements in thelr chanpes
and combinations, and of learning, to some extent,
the processes of the organic world. To those who
purpose to be farmers or physiciens, to engare in
manufacturing or mining pursuits, such instruction

‘is invaluable, Soils, marls, minerals, mineral
waters, nanures, ete,, &are analyzed with ﬁare and
dispatch, and full written reports nade .l

Maasie also rela;ed that hé heard léctures on electro~magnetism,ll
Further illuatrabibns of ﬁhe students? break with the
past included student debate topics, The Columblan Debate
Society at Richmond College Hebated such topics as whether
a young man should intensively study mathenmatics and the
‘classics in their original tongues or divide his time between
those studies and English authors. Another subject for
discussion was "Do the moderns excel the ancients in point
of Iiterature?t 12
The University of Virginia was the most liberal Vtrginia
‘4nstitution of higher learning, Chartered under the auspices
of Thomas Jefferson in 1819, it opened in 1825 as a state
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“university completely free from religious domination and
offering more than simply an education in Greek and Latin,
" Jefferson had sought to establish this system at William and
Mary as early as 1779, but was largely unsuccessful, althoughh
he did introduce some reorganization. 13 From the standpoint
of practicality, there was some‘delay'in the permanent
application of many of Jefferson's programs at the University
of Virginia, but he did manage to institute the curriculum

he desireds Article Four of the Charter provided that

In the said University shall be taught the Latin

Greek and Hebrew languages, French, Spanish, Itaiian,

German and Anglo-Saxon, the different branches of

mathematics, pure and physicalj natural philosophy;

the principies of agriculture; chemistry; mineralogy,

including geology; botany; zoology; anatomy; medicine;

civil government} political economy; the law of

nature and nations, municipal law; history; ideology;

general grammar; ethiesj rhetoridk; and beiles lettres;

which branches of science shall be so distributed,

and under so many professors, not exceeding ten1 as

the visitors shall think proper and expedient. L&

In connection with the 1nnovations»in curriculum at the
University of Virginia, Jefferson also planned to introduce
the elective system. As first practiced at Virginia, however,
the system only involved choice between one of the eight
‘original schools or departments: Ancient Languages, ilodern
Languages, Hathematics, Natural Philosophy, Natural History,

- Anatomy and Hedicine, Moral Philosophy, Law., Within the
- ¢hosen departnent, a2ll students followed the same courses.ls

- Bven this arount of choice was 2 liberal change compared with
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the uniformly proscribed curricula of William and Mary, Randolph
Macon, and Richmond. Three-year students at William and Mary
‘had to master the following texts in their courses:

Junior Claas
Latin--Arnoldts First and Second Latin Lessons.
Cicero de Senectute, and de Amicitia, Cicero's
Orations, Virgil, Zumpt's Latin Grammar,
Greek--Xenophon, Herodotus, Homer's Odyssey,
Kuhnerts Elementary Greek Grammarond. Edectses;~.’,
with Lectures on the Grammar,
Rhetoric-~Fowlerts Grammar, Blair's Lectures.
Mathematics~--Daviest, Smith and Duke's, or
Venables? Arithmetic, Davies! Bourdon, Davies'
Legendre and Plane Trigonometry. ‘

Middle Class
Latin--Livy, Horace, Tacitus, Harrison's Latin
Grammar, Exercises continued.
Greek-Homer's Iliad, Demosthenes, Euripides or
Sophocles, Exercises and Lectures on the Grammar
continued, Kuhner's or Buttmann's Grammnar,
Harrison on Greek Prepositions,
History, Geography, Civil and Physical Chemistry,
Geology and Mineraiopy.
Mathematics--Algebra and Trigonometry completed,
Descriptive Geometry, Surveying (theoretical and,
practical), Conic Sections.

Senior Class
Latin-Terence, Juvenal, Latin Literature.
Greek--Sophocles or Aeschylus, Thucydides, Aristophanes
or Plato, Greek Literature.
Exerclses in Philological Critielisn,
Intellectual and Moral Philosophy.
Modern History--Political Economy and Constitutional
Law, ‘
Hatural Philosophy, Astronomy, Mateorology. 16

By the 1850s Randolph Macon and Richmond each provided four-
year courses leading to a degree, although neither conferred
degrees when they opened. Randolph Macon proposed a curriculum
similar to that of William and Mary, but divided its academic

year into two sessions. [?ee appendix for course requirements:]
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Popular methods of instruction were raecitation and lecture,
with the latter method gaining in popularity and prominence
by the mid-nineteenth cantury,l7 According to the recitation
method,; the student simply memorized portions of the textbook
to recite in class the following day; the lecturs maethod,
however, was mors challenging‘to-studenta and teachers in
requiring thought, synthesis, and interpreoataion, Wwhen Henry
Vethake was inaugurated as president of Washington College
in 1835, he expressed his opirion that textbook recitation and
emphasis by the professor on memory work led to the practice
of rote memoriszation and stifled individual creativitye

I remark then, that the prominent characteristic of

a system of college education should ever be that it

is chioefly intanded as a discipline of the mind, ‘

Young nen should have it frequently inculcated upon

then that they do not come to collers to complete =

their education, but to learn how most effectually

. "to employ the faculties with which the{ have been

endowed by their beneficient Creator, 18
Neverthalass, rocitation still pravailed at Randolph Macon
in 1842, for Thomas hassia nentioned it frequeutly in his
diary. mAL I wa hed no recitation, Hardy having gone to tha
Conferenco.‘..Our class was exaained in the morning on Spherical
Trigonometry. I had to £ind the vhlue of 'ain éA' which I did
by the aid of 8id Smith, who, being next to wa, fortunately '
gave ne a very 1nuortant hint." 19 Being asked to recita was

also called “standing"zonva certain aubgect. hassie racorded'
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"Stood in the morning on nechanics, and was "Stumped,! after
having frefused!? oncé;'altho' I got up at 1% ofclot¥ as did
8id who staid with me..s.lothing remarkable occurred today
except that I recited very wall on optics: This is somc 11ng
very rare: I had rather read then do anything olze.n 20

As;théilecture_superceded the recitation as a teaching
methdd, written tests gradually’repléced the pnhlic‘ofal exans
as‘aﬁcriterion for grading. The paramount advantage of
written examinstions was to hove all the students subjected
to the samé questions, WiILiam and Mary‘initiatod written
means of testing in 1848, but still retained two public oral
examsﬂsnﬁnnlly»

Early reports to the parents from the faculuvy of Williem
and Hary ranked the students according to four categories
based on ‘moral as well as acholastic achievement.?: These
reflectlthe subjective nature of the grading system, Students
grpuped into the first category were called orderly and
attentive and were considered to have made the most improve~
ment. Group two contained students of similar virtues whose
tdventiement was deemed "respoctable". The less dilirent
students who had made litblef@hgﬁ#gszfﬁ_constituted gooup
threes CGroup four included the idle who had learned nothing,?2
By iSZh ¥illiam and Mary waé,sending form letters to parents
twice annually, with personalvannotationa'about their sons
at the conclusion of the letters. These continued to mix

maral and acholastic attributes in the appraisal of the student.
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Byrd George recolved the following letter concerning his son
John, a student at Willlan and Mary in 1824:

- As those whose sons and wards are et & public seminary,
must feel the greatest anxiety for thelr proficiency and
their welfare, the Society have determined to send
stated communications one after each public examination,
to the Parent of Guardian of every Young Gentlenan
pursuing his studies at this Institution,

~ In the opinions which the Sociedy express, vou may
depend upon the greatest candor and impartiality, nor
can they commlt any mistake with regard to the acquire-
nents of the Students; this being effectually precluded
by the daily and semi-annual examinations. But,
although the Society omit no opportunity of informing

. thenselves concerning the temper, character and hebits
of those over whom it is their duty to watch, yet it is
obviously impossible for them to obtain in every instance,
that accurate knowledre which is go deslireble on these
important subjects. Hore, therefore, they ere liesble
to err, and due allowances for this source of fallacy
accordingly are nccessary. It is almost superfluous
to add that the mistake, whore there is one, will be geon
generally on the favsurable side. The error, however,
it may Ve remarked must be slisht; for, it is deened
impracticable, for any voung man to deviate widely and
for any length of time, from the rmles of propricty
without being at least suspected, and even suspicions
in an affair of such essential imnortance to the
future welfare of a student, deserve the most serious
consideration, and are accordinrly stated, From this sy
system, where Parents and CGuardisns have cooperated with
the Professors, the most bteneficial effecis have already
ensued; by means of it, irrepularities ¢nd improprieties
have been nipped in the bud, and that abundant hervest
of vice and dissipation which might have followed, has
been easily and effectually prevented,

~ 0f your son John the Society is happy to state, thet
he is among the first in his classos, orderly, dilisent
and studious and has made the most flattering iumprovement,

The Society think ou had better iuform vour son of the

foregoing opinion. This information it would be well
to accompany with those conmnendatlons which such conduct
merits; the applause of those we love and ggteen, being
poerhaps the strongest Incentive to virtue,
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Although the‘féculty'may have felt that thev only erred in
févor 6f the students, accbrding to Massio the students did
not share the ‘amé opinion, "At nicht heard my grades on
3 studles-satiaried with all except old Hardy's. He must
have heard what Bill & myself have said about his brecches.
24 ‘

Certain it is he doos me as nicarily [sic] as he can.“™ By
1850 a numerical scale based on 100 was the criterion for
écholaréhip achievement at William and‘Mary. In this system
the recitation counted 75 per cent and the examination és
per cent, Pareqté rece;vedvfenorté determinéd by ﬁhis grading
acheme, and the acmevlt system vas employed to raintain’
discipline,?s |

Randolph Macon likewise used demerits and sent nonthly
reportsibn conduct to the parents. Academic progfress, however,
was néted only at the end of ecach tern, As in the case of
Willian and liary, the faculty of Randolrh Macon secered more
preéccupied with the moral behavior of the students than
with their academic advancement.

' Entrance requirementa were norwally flexible, and students

could enter an advanced class by passing an examination on
the previous studies., Randolph lMacon observed an annual
éessibn of forty conseéutive weeks, bepinning on the third
Thursday in September. The Pichhnnd Collere session beran
on Octohar l and ended July 1.27

At ‘Randolph Macon the trustees conferred a Bachelor of Arts

degree after four years'! gstudy and upon the reccmmendation
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of the faculty, After three additional years of study, one
could claim an A.l, dggree. At William and Mary acadaomic
office:s of the college awarded degrees on the "basis of
merit, morals, and good behavior," 28 he ﬁhree.degreen
offered at William and Mary included Sachelor of Philosophy, :
Bachelor of Arts, and Magter of Arts. The degree of Bachelof
of Philosophy raquired the three year course with the omission
of Latin and Greek, while the 3acholor of Arté desree deranded
the full thres-year course. The Master of Arts reoudirenents
above the Bachelor degree wore proficiency in two modern |
languages, advanced metaphysical course, Bnglishlliteréture,v
analytical geometry, differsntial and integral clleulus, and
mixed mathematics. In addition, all candidates for degrees
wcre‘require& to submit to tho nresident at least a ronth
before comumencerent an essay waich could be spoken 2z an
oration. Frou all the essays submitted, the faculty chosec

& few for presentation on commencement daye. o student who
failed to turn in an eseay and to deliver 1v in public if

; requested could receive'a,diplomn. At Randolph Mecon seniors
- wore excugsed from classes for a wonth prior to commencenment

| to prepare thelir specechess Commencement exerciees usually

i ran from Sunday through Thursday, with Vednesday and Thursday
; devoted to the orations of students and guests and the awarding
5 ofvdiplomas,zg -According to'massie, the time spent awvay from

- classes constituted a partial vacation, and the time spent
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on Speech'prcparation brought rewards

I have now (July 12th) to write from momory what has occurred
within the last six weeks. Fart of our Senlor vacaticn
vhich lasted from the 17th lay to the l3th June wus buaily
spent in vislting the ladies, the remainder in preparing
my fraduating snpeech, and taikinr with ny classnatoes,.

June 13, 1843--There came ({following a specch and a debate]
the address of Dr. Camnbell, of Hottoway, to the graduating
claas, on the occasion of the delivery of the nedalg—e

and ol all bores (or "bull-wrass," as we szy in Collere)
that certainly takes the palm, in my estimation. lie spoke
3/4 of an hour, which appaareé to ne no less than throve
days; and knew none of' his speech. In fact he had none
wiritten, tut referred very often t¢ some notes he hed in
his begechos pockets, each reference consuring 2 or 2
pinuteseves o ‘

June 14, l8,3-=Exercises counenced at 10 0'clockecee

Fd. S Brovn spoke the Salutatory Address or "Letin
Speoech.,” I was bis promptor, but he Bkipped % changed

so much thet I ghould have ax-euted my duty but poorly

if ha had not krowm it well,.,.Benach spoke the
Valedictory, & I hardly think Cicero hinzelf could have’
written 2 gpoben a Letter ene £or the oceaalen, It was
really affeoting, end mples & fomaler of 211 ares &
direriptions Eiel thet wore there, shed teers quite
fm@l}’qcil :

Annual expenses of & collcpe education ranced fram‘$332
at the University of Virginia in tha 1840s to $162,50 at
Richmond Collepe for the 1856-57 session. Virginia, howover,
was probably considersbly less expensive in ivs eﬁrly yéars,
for according to a receipt of 1825, roon rent was only 320.12
per session, M"Received of Fr. John George Twenty dollars
12/ cents, for the rent of a Dormitor? and participation in
the public vuildings at the University of Virrinie, the present
seasion, Naxch 12 1825, A.S. Brockenbrough, P,U.V."‘Bl
At Richmond Colleze there was no charge for those wﬁo uare

prevaring for the aministry,



U

?rimarily niddle class cit izanq, Students often worked their
way through collere by manual; labor or vacation tozching.
The $162,50 denanded by Richmond College included {100 far
diet end attendance, : 50 for tuitlon in collere CluS@“S,
$10 for fuel, a $2 deposit for darages, and 50 for printing.
Students nrovided for their own Ja"hlnp, furnished their omm
roons, and provided their oW tonels and 1i;hts, '”He catalogue
also advised students to reualn only a faw dollars for erendlng
money and to deposit the rest with frgondb, in the lanlk, or
withﬁfapglty\members. Studonts paid one~third of their board
oﬁ October l,_Jaﬁuaﬁy 1, and April 1 and oﬁe~ha;f of their
tuition on Octozer 1 ahd Febrpary 15, In 1843 yearly expehses
totalled'$iﬁd plus $.20 fdr & copy of the rules and él for
use of the library. ' |
At Randolnh Mzacon college bills, nayable in advance, i;cluded
$120 for board, $50 for tuition, a $5 incldental charge, {10
forvwashing; £10 for French (if desired), and ;30 for analytical
chémistr& (if desifed). Juniors and seniors paid an addit;onal
$5-t91maintéin the apparatus and mnterials in the chemica;‘
and ﬁhiloSOphical dopartmentg. Students could puichuse wood,
candlas; aﬁd iextbooks in the town. .Parénts were “earnestly
requested not to supply their sons with unnecessarily large
amouhts{of bocket money, as 1t most often leads,tp oxtravagance
and diégipation." 32 ‘Mnderately priced Randqlph Macoh had -
an enrollmen£ of 14 students during the 1856-57 session;
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including nine seniors, twelve juniors, thirty-one sophomores,
twenty-four freshmen, thirty-four irregulars, and thirty-four
in the preparatory school, At Villiam and Mary 275 for tuition,
820 for each modern language, %4 for servant's hire, $3 for
contingent expenses, $5 for matriculation, and from £140 to
$180 for board comprised the annual expcnses of 3287, 33

In conjunction with the closc academic supervision rnanifested
in the rigidly proscribed curriculum, the ante-bellum collcge‘
also enforced stringent social rules and regulatioﬁs. To
these the student did not react 2s obediently, however; he
rebelled againSt‘the?discipline and took pleasure in breaking
as many rules as possible. The sons of the planter aristocracy
hated restrictions beéause, in their wuinds, only slaves took
orders, while the sons of the middle class were equally un-
Accustomed to recogniziﬁg the autﬁofity of other men.sk
Magsie and his friends were an example of this: %In the
evening {at Prayers) V. Carland atteunted to explain and justify
the course of the Faculﬁy in Messers Hooker and Paul's casces
(Paul beins dismissed for firhting end refusing to go'to his
room whén»orde:ed) but I think did not gain a single convert
to his oﬁinions. The students are not disposed to acknowladge

in the Faculty the right to command.® 35

At Richmond College the faculty was in charre of discipline

and had the power of suspension, in the absence of the Board
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of Trustees., The steward was responsible for the college
property; his job included the provention of damares and the
collection of damage assessaents from the students. At the
University of Virginia Jefferson had hoped to institute student
self-government. By appealing to pride and ambition, Jefferson
planned to make diécipline through fear unnecessary. According
to Jefferson's plan, the faculty would select a board of student
censors to consider all cases of discipline; the law professor
would preside; there would be a proctor of discipline with
powers of a justice of the peace, Jefferson was unsuccessful
in installing this proposal because the lepislature would

not cooperate{ Hindrances to the idea at the time inc}uded
Sheyyouth‘and immaturity of thé students and tneir réfusal

to report eaéh other. VWritten by the UniverS@ty Board of
Visitors in 1824, the actual rules provided for discipline

by the faculty. For this reason, most of the students believed
that the teachers proevented their enjoying life, In fact,

the faculty were the oBjects of hatred, ridicule, and attacks
by the ;oung ::en. John lason Pilcher, who began his collegiate
life at Richuond College in 1854, recorded traditional stories
of shaving the tail of President RoberYRyland's horse and even
of whitewashing the horse and sending the president a bill for

the job. Another prank involved tying a rope from the tail

of Ryland's cow to the belfry, causing the bell to ring.36
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Carried beyond fun or even ridicule, some of the practical
jokes were ualicious., "3y tho way, some student had our Tutorts
(Crenshaw) nane published in the Christian Advocate as having
merried a free negsro wowan in the neiphborhood. A rough
proceeding." 5/ fven if the open hostility had not existed,
a friendly student-faculty relationship would not have been
possible, for the students were apprehensive of accusations
of apple-polishins or favaritism.Bs

Adninistration restrictions even cxtended to the establishment
of definite roquired study hours.

The hours specially appropriated to ctudy, are {ron

worship in the norning till somec hour in the after-

‘noon d&signated by the Focultr--and from supner till

‘ten o'eclobkkat night--and on Saturdays till 11 d'clocli--

durings the whole of whicli tine students will not be

allowed to play on any musical instrument, or to make

any noise on the prenilses....oStudents shail not visit

each other's rocnms during giudy hours, excant on

business, nor at other ti.es with:mut the cordial

wishes of the;occupants.
n tion, iefore udaen ou. ave the camrus or e
In addition, btef a student could leave ir ansu ¢
absent from any collere exercises, he had to odtain the per-
nission of one of the jacully meubors.ho

Similar rules existed at Handolph iacon, for iassie racorded,
"At L went to Dopdton-~which wus ratherta-ainst the lawv....

. . 3

In returning net told Tike'! w o I au alraid will report me." b
With the passing of time, recstrictions hecare a little less
sovere, The nodified study hours were from 9 A.lls O 3 F.ile

or from 8 A.%., to 2 P.li. and from supper until bedtiuve,
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Students could also be absent from the premises without per-
nission during non-study hours,

| The University of Virginla prohibited disturbing rnoises in
the students! reooms or sithin the University precinets; however,
thé stﬁdents could plav masicel instruments in thelr rooms,

The Ualversity runished students for not attending classes,

for not payins attention, and for misbehaving. A furtiher
stipuletion allowing fac 1t fsupervision end checke-ups raquired

a student to open his door wien a professor inocked, If the

young man refuscd, the instrictor comld have the door broken

down, and the repair conts would fall on the studont 2

That the students regsented suvceh domination can be sceon in on

incident recorded vy lassio:

Today Charles £, Pooker of So. Ca after two, or throo
days trial, was dismissed from the Collore, His
offence was a2 refusal to ober Prof, Haxrdy ~hen he
ordered hin to leave Jno. flowlett's room, vherc lc
was found by Hordy vhen goine arovnd, o6 nipht,.

Hardy first requested, and then delayed to gee it
obeyed: which vas en inpolite e, 2and one which

no student of inderendence could nuch fancy. Ly
present opinion is that liooker actern vagy ri-htly:
what it may hereafter he I can't cayv,. &

Later the adninistration attemrted to justify its stand, but
the students continued to agree with Hooker.M

~ In keeping vith the nineteenth century return from retionalisn
to religion, the colleres placed rreat esnhasis on the

developnent of religious habits. UNineteenth contury reli-ion,
. L5
however, was gensational and revivalistie in nature,*’
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Emotional religion of the carp mesting variety penctrated
college life also; according to Massie, "At nirht the Faculty
stated that 25 students were allowed to go to the Canp Neeting
at Lion.," 40 Cultivation of recligious habits included com-
pulsory attendance at prayers twice daily and church once a
weeke. M"AL she hour desipgneted for morning and evening prayers,
every one must atiend unless uprevented Ly bodily indispositione...
¢ v s 1. . -
Students are simected to attend pulblic worship in the Ciiy
every Sabbath morning. They shall report themsalves to the
‘ . . . . V7 .
Faculty vhen theyr fail vo conform wo this rule,” ki According
0} - v -

Yo A3, Clarke,L& attendance was vaiten al osrarers, but tie
students did not always attend in the true spirit of reverence.
The bell for wornin; worship rang while it was yet dork,

and the students ossendled in the chapel. Some would

coume running in with faces unwished, and hair wncoubed,

and only partially dressed, The roll wes called end

absentees noted. One of the tcachers read a portion of

scripvure, and called on one of the studenis to lead in
praver--all whio were churcii nem org were called on in
regular rotation. Just before supner, the bell araln

rang for worship, the roll was arain called and avsaentees

noted. In evening Dr. Ryland usunlly rg@d a Psalw vhen

a hymn was sung, and he offered prayer.

Randolph lacon too required its studanis to attend pravers
which were held every wmorni;r. According to his diary, however,
lMassie frequently slept during the prayers. . Likewise, weekly
church services were nandatory; Massie was more conscientious
about. observins; the sabbath, and sometines he oven enjoyed
the services: "Heard Doggetdy preach in the morniny. Wwhilst

preaching an old black negro fell alseep in the Gallery, and
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snered nost audibly so as to disturb the attention of the
audience. Doggett stopt; and requested another negro td,wake
the snorer, which was done; but the congregation all tittered
for a few moments, and Doggett himself had to laugh a llttle,
notwithstanding Jjust effort to refrain.” 20

The presence of strict rules, nevertheless, did not make
the nineteenth century college student any more moral than
his t:'wentieth century counterpart. ‘Nineteenth cen£ury
collegians engaged in lying, cheating, stealing, and forging
excuses, Socially, dating, usually in the form of visits,
was accepted, and the young people had healthy attitude toward
sex., Illicit sexual activity existed, but was probably not
too widespread because of the striet dormitory rules, the
youth of the students, and social disapproval; at this tiie
society forvade the use of the word "Sex." 52

Drinking posed nore of a groblem. It was common in the
South although temperance soci-ties and lectures fought zpainst
ite The faculty especially objected to students dfinking
,in.taverns.s2 Students at the University of Virginia were
not allowed to "keep or use any spirituous or vinous liquoré"'
and were warned against "riotous, disorderly, intemperate or
indecent conduct," 53 Certainly, however, there were incidcents
of student intemperance, such as those recorded by iassie:
"Made some poctry in the eéening....My poetical humour was

destroved by Jno. Billups who.was 'Ytight! and made a good



deal of noise gn\a visit to me." and "Within the last few
days several students have withdrawn from the Collese fdr
being charged with drinking and pambling.” ok

Among the nain problems of university life was violence.
The students engaged in frequent riots and often destroyed
property. Conjectural causes oi' the violence include the
overemphasis on piety and the boring curriculum. In addition,
phvsical exercise through athletics was not provided; in fact,
it was even prohibited. The students were not allowed to
play football on campus,vgo boating or fishing, or é?en run
up and down the steps. In lieu of athletics, Jefferson had
proposed military drill. He did provide two zvms which soon
came to be used for banquets because of their lensth and low
ceilings. Thus, largely unsuccessful in releaéing their
physical energy in proper channels, the students resorted
to riots and destruction of school proporty. The administration
took elaborate care to curb this wanton desbrnction,.larﬁely
by holding the students finaﬁcially responsible. Iniversity
Of Virginia students paid for "all damages done to instruments,
books, buildings or other nroperty of the Universit:," 1In
addition, fines were levied for "wilful injury to any tree,
shrub or other plant within the precincts."'55 As a further
precaution against destruction of college properﬁy, the administration

of Richmond College‘required its students to sirn this pledre:



I have carefully read the rules of Richmond Collere,

and subscribe nuself a student thereof. It is my

sincere desire to reap tize benefit of its instructions,

and my serious purpose to conforn to its regulations,

I promise especially not to injure tie building,

furniture, enclosures, or propnerty of any ind; and

if I should do so accidentally, to repair the derage

at my own exnensc, Oor Lo rerort %t inmediately to

oy hotel-keeper for assessient, 20 - :
Another rule stated that "No student shall throw water or any
thing from his windows that may annoy the roons below, or
disfigure the building.” 57 Richmond Collere further stipulated
that if the individual offender could not be deternined in a
particular casc of damages, the viiole student body would assume
the fimancieal reSponsibility.58

Finally the violent spirit found expression in duels. To
prevent them, Virginia and Richrond students were forbidden
to keep arms or any deadly weapcns. Virginia further pro-
hibited dueling on threat of expulsion and report to the eivil

.

mag—;istra:&:e.)9

Violence, however, should nsct .e condoned b: cuuse of lack
of athletics and exercisc. Althourh there was not an orranized
athletic program, plenty of exercise vas evaila-le throush such
) - 6
activities as chopping wood, carrying wvater, and walking, 0
Certainly the students recosnize: the tencfit of sucit activity
when thoy did particinazte. lassle for instance, extolled
the value of cuttings wood: "Then I cut somec wood; end cx-
perienced vast benefit, phvsically, from it. I believe I

could make rivgelf almost ag stron~- as a jackass if I were to
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61
n 61 A g¢ew months later he commented:

exercise severely every day,
"I have cut wood, moat manfully, for the last three, or four
days; and I fancy my musclés are greatly developed even in
that short snaNses.sIt has vastly improved my spirit, and enerry;
so that I now not only do a preat deal more study than formerly
in the same time; but effect it, with infiritelv more pleasure
and happiness,* 62 He concluded that academic gsuccess depended
upon "vigorous physical' exercise and eschewlng in thought
and comnpany, the opposite sex. 63
If, howover, the students were unguccessful in constructively
venting their rhysical energy, the same was not true intellectually,
In this realm the literary socleties offered a positive
contribution. The socicties existed on nearly cvery campus,

Randolph iiacon end Richmond each having tw», and constituted

a true trai:zing ground for voung men through public debaztes,

The mewmbers usually met weckly to debsate topics of interscsy
gnd to hear sosaxkers. 64 A gecond valuable service wnlch the
ﬁocieties provided was libraries. Often these vere rore
extensive than the reguler college iibrery. According to the
haudolph Yacon Catalogue, "The Collere Library, thoush
conparatively small, containg meny vaduable standard works,
énd any deficiency is compensated by the extensive Libraries

tiic two Literary Socleties, to cach of which every student

o
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A product of the times in his closcness with the classics,
his subjection to rigid acedemlic and social restrlctions, and
his emphasis on emotional religion, the ninsteenth centufy
Virginia collega student also displayed idcas thot set hinm
a little ahead of his purents he was nore eape‘ to broak
with the naat 1n studles, subJect matter, and socicl reguWatlons.
Althourh his physxcal enerfy producad irmature uCﬁlV‘tj,
his inte&&ectual curios ity and 1n1tiut1ve woere instrunental
in astsbl su&nf ;_t°“9fj saciat 10, cnmﬁ1nte with libraries
wh;ch 1ur hered nas achdamlo uwareness tharough de)wtrﬂ and

dzscuSSLons of current QVQnts.



APFPENDIX

The following curriculun was required at Randolph Macon,
according to the Catalogue of Randolpk Macon Collere For the

Collepiate Year 1856-'57 (Richmond, 1857) 18-20:

" Freshman 01ass :
First Session--Ovid or Georgicks of Virgil; Cicero's Orations;
Latin Prose Gomp081tion' Herodotus, Greek Prose Composition;
Algebra, through (uadratics,

Second Session~--Livy or Taci*us, Latin Proge Composition;
Homert's Iliad or Odyssey; Greek Prose Composition; Geometry.

Sophomore Class

First Session-~Horace, Latin Prose Composition, Xenophon's
Cyropaedia or Memorabiliaj Greek Prose Composition; Plain
and Spherical Trigonometry, Mensuration, Havigation and
Surveying.

Second Session--ilorace or Lucretius, and Terence or Plautus;
Latin Prose Composition, Demosthenes or Aeschines; Greek
Prose Composition, Algebra, completed,

Junior Class

First Session--Cicero's de Oratore, de Offic113, Brutus,
or Tusculan Questlons, Exercises in Latin Prose Composition;
Furipides or Sophocles; Exercises in Creck Prose Composition;
Philosophy of Language, and its aprlication to Latin and
Greek, in Lectures; Analytical Geometry; Chemlstry, with
Lectures' Log 1c,'vith Lectures,

Second Se851onJ-Juvenal or Persius; Exercises in Latin
Prose Composition; Aristophanes or Aeschylus, Exercises in
Greek Prose Composition; Grecian and Roman History and Literature,
in Lectures; Chemistry, witli Lectures; Rhetoric, with Lectures;
Differential and Integral Calculus.

- Senior Class

First Session--Natural Philosophy, with Lectures; Optics;
Moral Philosophy; Political Lconomy, commenced; Lectures on
Domestic Slavery. -

. Second Session--Astronomy, with Lectures; Geology and
Scientific Agriculture, with Lectures; Political kconomy,
comnleted' Hental Philosophf, with Lectures on the VWill.

The courses are listed as they appeared in the cataloguei]
but the textbook authors have been omitted.
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