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existence. The task WliS made much easier, too, due to the fact that 

I lived in the village for the ten years from 1922 to 1932. The 

· kindness and helpfulness of the following people have been of great 

value to me in the preparation of this work: my father and mother, 

Y~ssrs. J. B. Bourne, R. c. Hawkins, J. D. Clarke, Rev. G. H. 

Lawrence, Rev. c. A. Mc Girt, Rev. s. s. Spathey, Mrs. R. C. Hawkins, 
;,\ 

and ~s. R. D. Finley. 

Paul E. Nauman 
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Three and one-half miles~east of the Richmond city limits, . on 

U. s. Route 60, lies the village of Sandston. Perhaps more people 

are better acquainted with the names of Seven Pines and Fair Oaks, 

which are only one-half mile distant to the east and north, for 

these names are pres~rved in all histories of the Civil War. Yet 

t9day, Seven Pines and Fair Oaks are mere names in history books, 

while Sandston is a small but closely united community with schools, 

churches, a library, post-office, Lodge and other civc enterprises. 

Thie small village while occupying the same ground over which 

the great Seven Days Battle of the Civil War was fought, owes it's 

origin to a later and greater war-----the World War. 

When, in 1917, the United States enterJed the World Wur on . I . 

the side of the Allies, the Congress found it necessary to pass 

various measures in order to speed up production of .War supplies 

and to provide for the housing of e~ployees engaged in such pro

duction. Just such an act was that passed on May 16, 1918 entitled 

"An Act To Authorize The President To Provide Housing For War 
1 

Needs". The Work of providing this housing was delegated to the 

Department of Labor and it was under the authority of this Depart-

ment that the United States Housing Corporation was organized. 

Acting in accordance with the U. s. statute, this corporation 

1. Henrico County Deed Book, 216B, 186 
2. Ibid. 
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then proceeded to buy, among other lands, the territory 

(about ~70 acrea) upon which the village of Sandston now 

liest and a street car line connecting Richmond ar~d this 
3 

property. The pun,ose of this purch~se was to provide 

housing for the employees ·who worked in°the powd~r-b~g 

loading plant about one•half mile south of the present 
4 

site of Sandston. .The plant was connected, then, with 

the Southern Railro~d at Fair Oaks by a spur line which 
·5 

ran across the property purchased by the government. 

On the 9th of Jul;t, 1918 the Congress of the 

United Statespassed an act which gave the President the 

right to dispose or all lands, plants, r~ctories, etc., 

used· in the production of war supplies and acquired since 
6 

April 6, 1917. The property at Sandston was offered for 

sale under the provisions of this act, but two years 

passed before a purchaser was found. The Richmond Times 

Dispatch carried the following notice on its front page 

the 31st of July, 19201 

Oliver J. Sands, President of the Richmond 
Fairfield Railway Corporation announced last 
night that contract for the purchase of the 
Seven Pines electric line and the village 

3. Henrico County Deed Book, 416 B, 186. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ibid. 
6. lli!' 221 
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(Sandston) at Seven Pines has been executed •.•• 
Because .the company (The United States Housing 
Corp.) refused to sell the railway w~thout 
selling the villuge, a group of houses over 
200 in number constructed during the World 
War by the Government at Seven Pines for the 
housing of workers, the citizens were com
pelled to purchase this property also. Al
though not authentic, price paid for the pro
perty is said to be $160,000.7 

The deal was consumated and modern Sandston was on 

its way. The price paid for the 570 acres of ground and the 
8 

street car line together, however, wus $191,174.50. 

The company set to work at once, remodelling and 

renovating the houses constructed in haste by the govern-

ment to supply its war needs. The village already had its 
9 

own power plant and water supply built by the government. 

Streets and alleys were laid out and those already in 

existence were improved. The founding fa~hers hit upon 
( 

the happy plan of using the names of Civil War heroes for 

the names of their streets. Those streets running east 

and west were named for heroes of the Union Army, while 

those running north and south were named for the heroes of 

the Confederucy. Thus we have such names as Confederate 

Avenue and Federal Street, McClellan Street and Kemper 

7. Richmond Times Dispatch, July 31, 1920. 
8. Henrico County Deed Book, 216 B, 2~2. 
9. Letter from Mr. Oliver .J. Sands to ·t.he author. 
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10 
Court, Berry Street and Raines Avenue. 

When the Richmond Fairfield Railway Company took 

over Sandston from the Government in 1921, there were 230 

bungalows on the land. They were all architecturally of 
11 

the same style, 6 rooms·and a bath. In 1~22 when my 

family moved to Sandston, I do not recall that the beaJty 

of the place impressed me deeply. The small frame houses 

were covered on the outside with tarpaper and there was 

little planting to blend the houses with the landsca.pe. 

On the inside the dining room, living room a~d three 

bedrooms were all alike; the floors were of soft wood, 

the walls of tongue-grooved wainscoting five feet from 
. 

the floor and plaster board from there to the ceiling. 

Each was equipped with a scree~ed front porch and set in 

a lot of about 60 rt. by 100 ft. They were typical of the 

houses put up by the government to provide housing in an 

emergency and were never intended to be durable, life-

time dwellings of great beauty. The problem of housing 

in and about Richmond was very acute during th~ years 
12 

1920 to 1922, so it is not surprising that by lj~3 all 

10. Conversation with Mr. J. B. Bourne. 
11. ------~--- Sandaton Virginia. (1923) 
12. Letter from Mr. Oliver J. s~nds to the author. 
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of the houses erected by the Government had been sold, 

and were occupied, and the corporation was offering 50 
13 

mor~ houses for sale which they had built themselves. 

During the first three years of Sandston's exist-

ence the problem of schooling was most acute, and the 

fact that the grade-school which serves that part of the 

county is today located in Sandston is a tribute to the 

industry of those early inhabitants who mwie it possible. 

The high school for Fairfield district is today, and hus 

been since its building, the Highland Springs High School. 

Sandston children of high school age have always attended 

this school which is one of the lar6est and best county 

schools in the state of Virginia. However, the grade 

school situation was not so settled. The county main-

tained prior to 1923 a school building at Seven Pines for 

teaching through the first seven grades. Th~t children 

were able to learn, and teachers able to teach, under 

conditions that existed in this school is a iru..rvel of 

20th century aptitude and a mon:.iment to their ingenuity. 

The building was of frame constr~ction one and one-half 

stories high. Actually there was only one room, but 

with the folding doors in the center closed, it was 

13.---------- Sandston Virginia. (1923) 



(8) 

considered two rooms. In winter he~t was provided by wood 

stoves in the center of the room. 

The good people of Sandston ~ere quite unhappy over 

these conditions, as well they might be, and a move was 

soon underway to provide Sandston with a school of its own. 

Among the buildings inherited by the Richmond Fairfield 

Railway Company was a large frame building which had served 
15 

during the war as a men's cafeteria. This building1was 

quite substantial and in a short time it wus reconditioned 

into a twelve room schoolhouse. An advertisement of 1923 

says: "Swidston ho..s a twelve room schoolhouse, modern in 

every respect with a large assembly hall and five acres of 
16 

land· •••••• " In 1943 the building was offered to the 

county to replace the school at Seven Pines but due to the 

opposition of the citizens of that comn:unity the offer was 

rejected. Rebuffed in their attempt to get the county 

school moved to Sandston the citizens went ahead on their 

own. When the school session opened in the Fall of 1923, 

the Sandston school opened too. Several professional 
.. 

teachers from outside the locality were hired while 

several ladies of Sandston volunteered their services 

14 

14. Conversation with Mr. R. C. Hawkins. {Mr. Hawkins 
was President of the Sandston Civic Association 
in 1922.) 

15. Ibid. 
16. ----------Sandston Virginia. (1923) 
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rrt ~ 17 
and taught for a very small reMumeration. The ridicu-

lous situation of operating tw'o schools within a mile of 

each other in a sparsely settled community was bound to 

fail and in 1924 the county school bo~rd capitulatedj 

"" the Seven Pines school as abandoned and the Sandston 

school became the Henrico County school of Fairfield 
18 

district. 

I have made no previous mention of the fact 

that the village was not always known as Sandston. 

Originally it was known as Fairfield village, probably 

because it lay in Fairfield district of Henrico County. 

Prior to 1923 mail delive1·y had been of the rural or 

R. F. D. type. In that ye1:1r it occurred to the citizens 

of the community that a post-office would be of some 

value. Upon application to the Postal authorities, 

however, they found that they could not have a Fairfield 

Post Office as one was already in existence elsewhere 
19 

in Virginitt. Nothing daunted, the civic associution 

called a mass meeting of the citizenry and by popular 

vote chose the name of Sandston for their village 

17. Conversation Vlith Mr. R. C. Hawkins. 
18. Henrico County School Records. 
19. Conversation with Mr. R. C. Hawkins. 
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in honor of the President of the Richmond Fairfield 

Railway Corporation and prime mover of the enterprise, 
20 

Mr. Oliver J. Sands. This zoot the requirements of 

the postal authorities and a post office was allotted 

to Sandston. 

The religious side of life in Sandston wus 

not neglected. The first inhabitants found it 

difficult to worship as they had formerly been ac-

customed. Origiru...lly there was but one church located 

in the village--a. Methodist church of ancient vintu.ge. 

Those who did not choose to worship with the Methodists, 

either travelled the four miles over gravel roads to 

Richmond of a Sunday morning, or attended no church 

service at all. The old Methodist church of Sundston 

was a most unsatisfactory place of worship. It was 

a one story frame building heated in winter by a 

battered wood stove and lighted at night by oil lamps 
21 

placed about the walls. Built in 1890 it had, by 

1924, seen its better days and was r~st falling into 
22 

ruin. 

In 1922 a community Sunday School was organ-
23 

ized under the supervision of Mr. R. c. Hawkins. 

20. Letter from Mr. Oliver J. Sands to the author. 
21. Letter from Mr. J. D. Clarke to the author. 
22. Ibid. 
23. "History of the Sti.ndston Presbyterian Church", 

.; 1Jl"I +\.t.o 1,J..; """'''-f.oc n.f:' 1;'~~+ f.J~Y\f'\'Utli,.. 'ProQ'h11+_Q,..'1.T_ 
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This s~nday·School was composed of worshippers of 

several denominations; Presbyterians, Baptists, 

Episcopalians and in 1924 the Methodists abandoned 
24 

their church and joined forces. Gradually, one 

denomination at a time withdrew and built their 

own church until by September, 1926 there were four 

separate denominational churches in Sandston. The 

Episcopal Church was the first church built in 
25 

Sandston, being completed in the spring of 1924. 

It was a small reconstructed cottage locuted at the 

corner of Federal Street and Nagle Avenue, opposite 

the school building, and having a charter membership 
26 

of only fifteen members. The Methodists were next 

to build their church. Opening exercises were held 

in the new and modern church building on the 2nd of 
27 

August, 1925. Almost one year later the Presby-

terians built their beautiful church on the corner 
28 

of Confederate Avenue and Union Street. At that 

time the Pastor was the Rev. Charles A. McGirt who 

has served in that capacity continuously since 

January, 1924. The Baptists, last of the four 

24. Letter from Mr. J. D. Clarke to the author. 
25. Conversation with Mr. J. B. Shaw. 
26. Ibid. 
27. :n;-sandston Citizen, August 7, 1925. 
28. "History of the Sandst;on Presbyterian Church", 

in the Minutes of East Hanover Presbytery. 
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denominations in the village to orbanize, did so on 

the 26th of September, 1926. With a charter member-

ship of only 32 they continued to hold meetings in 

the school building until October, 1931 when their 
29 

church building on Pickett Street wus completed. 

Thus the little village of S11?1dston grew 

steadily. In Sundston a spirit of neighborliness, 

democracy and friendly cooperution reigned. There 

was no foolish social scale to hinder progress, 

and to promote false pride. There was no great 

variety in the economic scale. Most of the inhabi-

tants were wage-earners, working in the city of 

Richmond, for Sandston had no industries of its own. 

There were carpenters, plumbers, automobile sales-

men, b~rbers, service station operators, insur~nce 
cl.1 lch·e"' 

salesmen, printers and railroad men. All theawent 

to the same school. I do not recall in my ten 

year.stay but one family which sent their children 

to a private school, and this family was Catholic 

and did so on religious grounds. 

The best indication of the cooperativeness of 

the villagers is evidenced by the Civic Association; 

29. Letter from the Rev. G. H. Lawrence to the 
author. 
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that group which did such splendid work in locating a 

county school in Sandston. This has been to the present 

day the only instrument through which the people could 

express their opinion. Sandston has never been incor-

porated, thus the only government is county government 

wnich cannot always be expected to look out for the 

welfare of this small section of the county. Tne Civic 

Association formulates the opinion of the community 

and has upon several occasions petitioned the county 

authorities for changes which, in the majority of 

cases, have been grunted. 

The Sandston librury is a fine e.xt.mple of the 

spirit of democracy and neighborliness that rules the 

village. Under the auspices of the Sandston Womu.n's 

Club, a movement to establish a library in the com-
30 

munity was ~egun in February, 1923. The library 

was located in the Woman's Club room of the public 

school and had on its shelves originaily 157 books. 

For the first year Mrs. J. B. Bourne served gratui-
32 

-tously as librarian. In two and one-half years 

30. The Sandston Citizen, November 6, 1925 
31. Ibid. 
32. Ibid. 

31 



(14) 

the number· of books hud been increased from l::l7 to 792, 

and had outgrown the smull room in which the books were 
33 

shelved. Mr. Oliver J. Sands, in whose honor the 

village of Sandston was named, came to the rescue in 

the spring of 1925. He purchased a house and lot in 

the center of the village, fitted it porperly for a 
34 

library and donated it to the community. The new 

library was opened on the 24th of November, 1925 

with Mrs. R. D. Finley, who had served since Febr'lary, 
35 

1924, as librarian. This library bus been in con-

tinuous service since that date. 

Progress in the development of Sl:indston in the 

first five years was steady. It might be well , here, 

to picture Sandston as it appeared at the close of 1945. 

It was connected then with Richmond by a street car line 

operating cars which left Sandston every 40 minutes, and 
36 

everything considered, gave farily accurate service. 

The Williamsburg highway passing through Sandston had 
37 

been concreted through Sandston in 1924. The popula-
38 

tion of the community in 1925 was about 800. All of 

33. The Sandston Citizen, November o, 1925. 
34. The Sand st on Citizen, April 1'7, 1925. 
35. The Sandston Citizen, November 6, 1925. 
36. ----------Sandston Virginia. (1923) 
37. The &..ndston Citizen, March 6, 1925. 
38. Ibid. 
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the houses in the original devc:ilopment purchased from the 
39 

government were occupied and the enterprising home-owners 

had vastly improved their dwellings. There was hardly a 

house which had not been attractivoly shingled, or boarded 

and painted. The ugly ducklings had been transformed. 

Each was surrounded by grassy lawns and the edges softened 

by convenient planting. The streets were in good condition 

and in the older development there were street lights on 
40 

every corner. The houses which were on the land ·pur-

chased from the government lay on the south side of the 

Williamsburg highway. By the close of 1925 ten two-story 

houses on North Confederute Avenue had been built and 

were offered for sale at prices ranging from $5,300 to 
41 

$6,500. A new development of bungalows on Federal Street 
42 

had also begun. Both of these developments lay north of 
43 

the Williamsburg road. The public grade school had just 

completed its first year under county supervision. There 

were 177 students enrolled with five teachers for the 
44 

seven grades. The Civic Association, with Mr. Luther 

G. Musk as president, was a going concern in 1925. 

~~-39. ----------Sandston Virginia. (1923) 
40. The Sandston Citizen, March 6, 1925. 
41. The Sandston Citizen, May 29, 1925. 
42. The Sandston Citizen, July 3, 1925. 
43. Illi· 
44. Henrico County S_chool Records. 
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Meetings were held monthly and accomplishments war~ quite 
45 

noticeable. Two churches were built by the close or 1925, 

and a third church building was completed during 1926. 
46 

A fourth-class post office was in operation, a public 

library, three stores and a service station. There was 

morning and evening delivery or the two leading Richmond 
47 

papers and daily ice and milk delivery. The year, 1925, 

saw the only newspaper printed in Sandston in circulation. 

This was a weekly, four-sheet edition entitled "The Sandston 

Citizen", its editor, founder, and moving spirit being 

Mr. Joseph B. Shaw. Unfortunately, due to lack of support 

from subscriptions and advertising, the publication was 
48 

abandoned after the issue of January l, 1926. 

The year, 1925, definitely marks the close of the 

first era in Sandston's history. It was a period of 

pioneering for those early inhabitants. They created a 

clean, comfortable, plea.Sing colllllunity out of a group of 

condemned ~overnmsnt shacks. From 1925 to the present day 

Sandston has moved forward consistently. Its progress has 

been orderly an:i peaceful, preserving the good created by 

those earlier inhabitants and making changes where changes 

45. The Sandston Citizen, July 17, 1925. 
46. The Sandston Citizen, October 16, 1925. 
47. -------------Sandston Virginia. (1923) 
48. The Sandston Citizen, January 1, 1926. 



(17) 

need be ma.de. 

A most remarkable service in Sandston has been 

that of the Fire department. Through March 1935 not a 
49 

single residence in Sandston had been destroyed by fire. 

The first protection from fire was in the form of a 
50 

volunteer fire department. There were then several 

hundred feet of fire hose, several chemical extinguishers 
51 

and fire hydrants scattered throughout the village. 

Divine-Providence must have guided the community through 

those first days. With houses built of wood entirely, 

inadequate fire fighting mechanism, and an unskilled fire 

department it is little short of a miracle that several 

houses were not burned to the ground. On more than one 

occasion buildings did catch fire, but not one got out 

of control of the crude fire fighting forces. I remember 

quite distinctly that I was in the third grade of the 

Sandston school when that structure caught fire on the 

31st of March, 1925. Miraculously, however, the blaze 
52 

was soon extinguished and the damage amounted to only $250. 

For some years now the village has been equipped 

49. Richmond Times Dispatch, March 4, 1935. 
50. The Sandston Citizen, March 6, 1925. 
51. ill!!· 
52. The Sandston Citizen, April 3, 1925. 
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with an experienced fire department which serves that entire 

end of the county. In March 1935 they laid claim to two 

fire engines and were justly proud of the fact that not a 
53 

single home belongipg to a subscriber had been lost. 

Telephone service has always (since 1923) been known 

to Sandston. Prior to 1929 the village phones had been 

connected with the Richmond exchange. In that year the 

telephone company located a dial exchange in Sandston which 

now serves that entire section of the county. Thus tele-

phoning throughout the Fairfield district is based upon a 

flat rate, but calls to Richmond demand a toll charge. 

In September 1937 a crisis arose over the local 

school situation. The fine modern school building of 1923 

had fallen into disrepair. Panes were smashed, the grass 

was high in the school playground and conditions were · 

generally quite unsatisfactory. The county school board 

was hesitant about making repairs to the building as the 

plans for a new Sandston school building had been drawn and 
~ 

were ready to turn over to the architect. When the 

citizens threatened to keep their children out of the school 

until conditions were rectified, the school board capitulated 

53. Richmond Times Dispatch, March 4, 1925. 
54. Richmond Times Dispatch, September 8, 1937. 
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55 
and the crisis passed. 

The new school building which will replace the 

old will stand on the same grounds as the old. It will 

be modern in every respect. Unlike the old it will be 

built of brick, and contain 12 classrooms and an audi-

torium. The plans have been completed an:i work will 
56 

start as soon as a contractor's bid can be accepted. 

During the present school session there are 294 

pupils enrolled in the seven gr~des of Sandston school 
57 

with eleven teachers to teach them. There are 54 grad-

uates of Sandston school attending the Highland Springs 
58 

High School. Several students who attended Sandston 

school in its early days have graduated from college and 

quite a few others are in attendance at college. 

Probably the best barometer of the progress of 

Sandston can be found in its churches. Springing from a 

small community Sunday School in 1922 there are now four 

large and thriving churches in the village. They are: 
59 

Corinth Methodist Church - 150 members 
Reverend H. M. Elam, pastor 

55. Richmond Times Dispatch, September 8, 1937. 
56. Conversation with Mr. G. J. Oliver, superin-

tendent of the Henrico County Schools. 
57. Henrico County School Records. 
58. Records of the Highland Springs High School. 
59. Letter from Mr·. J. D. Clarke• 
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Sandston Presbyterian Church - 168 members 
Reverend Charles A. McGirt, pastor 

Sandston Baptist Church -
6 Reverend G. H. Lawrence, pastor 1 

60 

62 
Church of Our Saviour (Episcopalian)- 132 members 
Reverend s. S. Spathey, pastor 

The village of Sandston has shown remarkable progress 

and presents today one. of the finest residential suburbs arouni 

the city of Richmond. Streets are well paved and lighted, 
. 

there are churches, schools, a library, stores, service stations, 

telephones, electricity, good water, morning and evening news-
63 

papers, and transportation. Sandston has come a long way 

since 1920, as much by the diligence and cooperation of its 

citizens as by the smiling face of good fortune. From a jumble 

of dilapidated war built shacks in 1920, a modern and attractive 

village has arisen; a village where democracy is the keynote 

and cooperativeness a virtue. 

60. "History of the Sandston Presbyterian Church", in 
the Minutes of the East Hanover Presbytery. 

61. Letter from the Reverend G. H. Lawrence. 
62. Conversation with Reverend s. s. Spathey. 
63. In 1934 the old street car line was abandoned in 

favor of a bus line which is operated by the 
Richmond Fairfield Railway Corporation. 



TYPICAL RESIDENCES OF MODERN SANDSTON 

None of the houses pictured above were on the lEtnd purchased from the 

Government in 1920. 
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* * * * 

Several attempts were ma.de by the author to obtain the 

minutes of the meetings of the Sandston Civic Association. 

These minutes would have been a great aid in the preparation of 

this work, but unfortunately, they could not be obtained. 
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