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In writing the life of most Virginians of the Colo-
nial period one is faced with the fact that most of the early
records and manuscripts relating to that time have been in va-
rious ways destroyed. Such is the case with the records relate

ing to John Robinson. At his death his leters and correspon-
dence, public and pfivate, were all gathered together and
transported to Richmond. Here théy were used by the Chancery
Court to throw light on his defalcation. Then they were thrown
aside in a Qorner'of that Old Coﬁrt House, only to be destroyed
along with that building on evacuation day.

The defalcation, or trouble with the treasury that

Robinson was connected with, has never been written up vith a
sympathetic view-point towerds him. Rather it has been re-
lated to glorify and emulate Richard Henry Lee, Patrick Henry

and members of the popular party just coming into power about
the time of Robinson's death.
| In this thesis I shall take Robinson's career from
a non-partisan standpoint and try to give all parties concer-
ned their Just deserts., Whether Robinson was altogether wrong
or the other party altogether right we shall try to work out
satisfactorily to all.

Christopher Robinson, nephew to the Bishop of Lon-
don, migrated from England and settled at Huic, in Middleser

County, on the Rappahannock River. His uncle, Bishop Robin-
son, was 2 man of exceedingly great wealth, also one promi-

nent in matters of state. He was the last Bishop to repre-
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pent Great Britiaon as a plenipotenticy, serving his country
at the conference of the biligerents at Utreck. His name is
affized to the famous treaty drawm up at this pleee.. The
Bishop dying without lineal desoendantc, bestowed his imuense
wealth on Chrostopher Robinson, then living in America.

Christopher Robinson scems to have boon a prominent

man in his day. Besides holding severul iamjzortunt offices of

trust he was one of the first ﬁcatryﬁen ment oned on the
vestry books of Hidd;osex County. He married a Mins Betram.
Their =ldest son, John, borh in 1685, inherited the Rishop of
London's cstate. He too was o wvestryman. Yor a numbor of
yoars he was in the Council of Virginia, serving first os a
member, later as prosident of that body. During the absence
of Governor Gooch, -he for a short thile served og Governor of
the Colony. EKHe marricd Kathoering Beverley th had seven
children, one of them being Johnm Robinson, Speaker of the
House of Jurgesses ond Treasurer of the Colony of Virginia.
John Robinson, 8Spcuzker of the House of Turgeases
and Tresaguper of Virginia, woas borm at Hule, Februwry drd,
1704. Concerning i:is early 1life little or nothing 1s Imowm.,
He studied at Tilliam and Haory College and eftcr graduation
wes probably the most influorntisl men in Virginia. He was
one of the moot opulent men in the Colony. "He was tho ack-
novledzed head of the landed aristocrzoy. Iis personeal in-
fluence by a tenure far superior to any that his om vest
wealth or power of the crom could bestow. IHe posséssed a
étrong and well informed mind, enlarced and corrected Wy a

large experience, uniting vith it & benevolence of spirit



end a courtest of manncr vkich nevor falled to attuch every
‘heart that approached him. Tho poor drew noar to him without
ave or cmbarrassment; they came indeed with f£ilicl confidence,
for they never failed to £ind in him a sympathotic frien;i end
ablo connaéllor. The rich enjoyed in him en eesy, enlightencd
and instrustive coumpanion; and next to the Governor regarded
1im ag the highest model of exoellence."l

‘ John, Jr., umtike other members of hio family, was
educated entirely in Virginié. Bichop Robincon had in his
day e_stablished a n.mber of scholurchips at Oriel College,
Qxford. Naturelly members of his femily went there for
shedir hicher cducetion. This wup the case with Christopher,
Peter and Williem Robinson. Tho Speeker?s fathor, however,
wap educated at villiem and nxry 0011930.2 After grdaduation the
:I.hfluenqe’ of his femily, his own grect wealth, ability, gone
eroslity and genicl monners soon brousht hin into prominenco.
Ile represented the County of King and Gueen in the Hupe of
Burgesnses from August 1736 for tuenty-nine consccutivo yeara.
dyinz a member eloct in 1766. He wes the Spacker to that bhody
from 1736 to 1766. As a prosiding officicl he wus compared

L4

. <o
with Richard Onlow, Speaker of the British Illouse of Commons,

As Treasurer he ably cdminintercd the f£inances of the Colony,

but wus too free in lending out the public money. At tho

time of his death, Moy 1766, 1t was fourd thot he owed the

public L 100, 761 « S 7 ~ 5 a;4 It ceemcd certain, however,

that he expeoted to return this sum from peyments of his creditors

or from ks owm Aost estate. This in the end wes finally done
' ' ' 2.Virzinia lacsazine of History

end the colony suffered no loss. end Piogrephy. Vol. 17. C.318.
. 3.FEdmund Rendolih's History. p.llo
l. ILife gﬁiﬁ Choracter of 4, Richard RBland's Report to House
paprick HemXY 5, G2-G8.




The Speaker was merried threc times, first he married
Mary Storey, of Middlesex. If shere wore children by this union
there is no record of them, owing to the destruotion of the Robin-
son papers and the will of the Spealer in 1863, aleng with &11 the
early records of King and Queen County. Second, he morried Lucy,
the daughter of Augustine Moore, of Chelsea, King Williem County.
By this union there were at lcast two children, John and Luey,
- these two being in their grandfatherts £1i11 in 1742, The son,
John, certainly died young. The follow.nz orituary is found
in the Virginizs Gazette for Jenuary 27th, 1774:
"Death - Master John Robihson, only son of the
late sjeaker, ét tho house of William ¥Welson, in Caroline,
His corpse was brought to King and Queen and buried on a
hizh point of lond nesr fhe Mettaponi River, 2 smdl dlstance
above Turnerts "archouse."
One favorzd son engared Sugennah's oore,
One pious yough her chief acection crowvmed
In his young breast the virtues sprung so falr
Such charms displayed, such sweets difustd around.
But vhilst gay transport in her face appears
2 noxious vapor dogs the poisoned gky,
Bursts the fair crop - the mother's drowmed in tears
And Scarce surviving sees her darling dile.
Oter the pale corpno we saw her gently bend
Heart chilled with grief - my %read she cried is spun
If heoven had meant T should my life extend
Heaven had preserved my lifetls support - my soni"
| The Susannah referred to above was Susannah Chiswell,
daughter of Colonel John Chiswell of Williamsburg, and thrid
wife of Speaker Robinson. By this last marriage therewere
peveral children, all daughters. One of them married a Colenzl

Boyd, whose descendénts'moved'south. Other daughters married
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a Colonel Boyd, whose descendants moved south. Other daughters
married and left issure. Scme of his descendents are living to-
dey. Mr. Valentine, & sculptor, living at present in Richmond,
¥ipginia, married one of them.

Speaker Robinson's home, Pleasant Hill, was situated
on & high point overlooking beautiful flats on the Mattaponi
River. It was a large colonidl house, two and a hWf stories
high, set off by beautiful landscape. Mr. John A. Carlton
a master architect and experienced carpenter seys: "I had the
privilege and pleasure of going over the Pleasant Hill house,
the one formerly occupbed by Speaker Robinson before it was
burned. ‘It was e magnificent hame, situated about two mides
below Little Plymouth, in King and Queen County, on the bank
of the Matiaponi River. As one aprroached from the public
drivewaey a noble colonade with pilasters aloft, greeted him,
and as he entered the colonnade ~ tessellated floor, and doors
and windows wrought in imported mahogeny delighted his taste
and execited his wonder. Omn the vhole, he pays, it was a beau-
tifﬁl place even vhen I say it, and at the time of Speaker
Robinson‘I have no doﬁbt that it must have equalled or surpassed
any in this country. The place was burned since the Civil Vay.®
| An amﬁsing incident is told of Speuker Robinson, vhich
éhows us his joﬁial disposition. John Page, a representative
from Gloucester to the House 6f Burgesses, one summer day figured
up an eclipse‘of the sun, at his home in Gluucester. The Speaier
heard about ﬁhié and gave him as a nicknamesJohn Partridse, calling
him after the famous Inglish Almanze¢ maker.

5. William and Mary Quarterly

Vol 16 p 19.
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The confidence of his_neighbors and friends towards
him is shown by the faot that he was time and again named as
~trustee and exeocutor of their estat.s by them. In studying
Robinson's life we often come across such references. He was
guardian of Céiter Braxton and consented that he should be

6 .
However, the Speaker's

married in 1755-to Judityr Robinson,
reputation suffered to a certain extent from the fact that as
treasurer he loancd to some of his friends la®ge sums of pub-
lic money. The government, however, sustained no loss as it
was at his death madé good out bf his privale estate, as above
stated. In ell other respects he stood high in public confi-
dence. He was never suspected of using the public money for
his om privaté a.d.vamtza,g;e‘.'7 Politically SpeakervRobinson be-
longed to the aristoeratic paxly or what wes then called the
landed aristocracy. His party was in power practically up to
the time of his death, although there wete nagy in the House
of Burgesses that differed politically with him and oppmsed
the measures brought forward by him and his friends, yet many
of the Republican party were in the habit of having friendly
intercourse with him.8 and vho estecmed him highly as & man, |
In 1765, the.country as a vhole was much wrought up over the
Stamp Act quesfion. The Specker along with other large and
wealthy planters living on or near the York and Jmmes Rivers,
6. William and Mary Quarterly 7. Old Chuxrches and

Vol. 4, p. 119, Families.
Bishop Meade

8. Memoirs of Richard Henry Lee.
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were samevhat afraid of taking an active part in the disous-
sion on this important question because of the danger of
British gunboats sailing up the rivers and destroying their
property. This was not the case with Patrick Henry and other
ardent oprosers at this time. Living in the back woods of
Hanover and other back countried there was no danger of the
British. Thus these men were free to speak their minds while
those living in the lower countries had to keep their mouths
shuf. 8o can we wonder that Speaker Robinson and his friends
not only opposed the Stamp Act resolution but interrupted
Patrick Henry's famous speech on them with the ory of treason.
At the time of Washington's return from Great Meadown
the‘House of Burgesses expresed him a vote Cf thanks. Robin-
son as Speaker, of course, had to deliver it. This hé did
with a dignity that would have become Louis XIV in his grand-
est days. Washington arose blusing and stuttering to ack-
nowledge the thanks. So embarrassed was he that he could
only stammer, "Mr. Speaker ---- Mr. Speaker." John Robinson
seeing his embarrassment relieved him with a stroke of the
gavel, saying as he did so: "S8it down Major Washington. Your
modesty is equal to your courage and that surpasses anything
I ean express."g This incident goes to show the Speaker's
quick thinking and acting. From various acounts of him as
a presiding official he must have been a good one.
9. On authority of Edmund Randolph.
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Edmund Randolph in his monuscript towards a History of Virginia
says:-- "The Speaker's reputation was great for sound practiced
knowvledge and acquaintance with parliamentary formse-- vhen he
presided the decorum of the House outshone that of the British
House of Commond, even with Onslow at its head. When he pro-
pounded a question his comprehension and pertinacity brought
its equelly to the most humble and the most polished understand-
ing. To Committees he nominated members best qualified. He
stated to the House the contents of every bill and showed
himself to be perfect master of the subject. when he pro- -
nounced the rules of order he convinced the reluctant. When
on a floor of the comulttee of the whole House ne opened the
debate, he submitted resolutions and enforced them with sime
plicity and might. In the limited sphere of Colonial politics

10
he was a column,."

Speaker Robinson died May 11th,\1766, at his home
1qvxing and Queen., For twenty-eight successive years the of-
fices of Speaker to House of Burgesses and Colonial Treasuere
had been united by him. Scume tﬁme in April of the same year
the Williamgburg Bbard of Trade had decided that it was best
to separate these offices. This decision weighed heavily: on
Robinson and hastened his death. At his death an investigation
of his accounts exposed an enormous de¥alcation in the freasury
and all his préperty had to be sold to repay this shortage.

The fbllowing advertisement is found in the Virginia Gazette

for April 1lo0th, 1777:

10. Randolph's History of Virginia (MsS)
pp. 116111
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"POR SALE, the beautiful seat on the Matta-

poni River, where the late Speaker Robinson lived.
1,381 acres of high land, 600 aocres of marsh, 120
acres unused., On traot is a mill., The plantation
is under good fences with a young orchard of choice
fruit. Dwelling house of brick, two stores high,
four large rooms and a passage in eacn floor and a
good cellar., BRBrick kitchen, servants hall, wash
house, granary and a garden walled with brick."

On my visit to Pleasant Hill in March, 1916, I dis-
covered the foundation of the old mill and remains of the old
garden wall. The Speaker was burrled in a corner of this gar-
den. I pearched for his grave. Although I found several
tombs none of them proved to be his. In further searching
over the place‘I came to an old barn resting on a broken tomb-
stone for a foundation. From the amount of stone I readily
saw that it must have been an immense affalr, made of solid
marble. There was no chiseling perceptible,s, Without a doubt
this was Speaker Robinson's tomb.

John Robinson was elected to the House of Burgesses
from the County of King end Queen in August, 1736. On February
the fifth oflthe following yeoxr came a petition to the House,
complaining of his undue election to serve in that body as
a representative qf the aforesald county. This petition was
referred to the committee on Privileges end Elections. To
gsave time and expense the House voted to let any two or more
Justices of Kihg and Queen publicly examine witnesses, to be
summoned by the Sheriff, and report their declsion to the

11
Committee. This was done and Robinson was declared duly
elected and was accorded the full privileges of a member.

11l. Journals of House of Burgesses.
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As a member Robinson served on many committees, the most ime
portant being to examine the engrossed bills and rectify such
mistakes as secemed advisable, and later to révise all laws of
the colony and report changes to the House.

By the death of John Randolph in 1738 it became
necessary to elect & Speaker. John Robinson was elevated to
that position and conducted to the chair by two members,
from which place he made a speech of thanks to the House.
Later he was by act of the assembly made treasurer of the
colony. !hEShistony of the Coloniel treasurer proves vay

interesting. At the time of Robinson it was an unique of=
fice, being the only one in the colony filled by the General
Assembly. Before 1624 the treasurer was appointed by the
London Company, and from 1624 to 1691 by the crown, his com-
mission being theRoyal Sign manual.lz From April, 1691, he
was appointed by the Assembly. Prior to 1699 the treasurer
wag ugu2lly:.d member of. the Council but after this date his
interests were with the House of Burgcsses and the representa-
tives of the people were very Jealous of keeping entire con-
trol of this office. He was independent of the Auditor and
Receiver General, vho were appointed by the Crown. TFor the
period of fourteen years (1677-91) however the office of
treasurer was, from motives of egonomy, united vith that of
Auditor by the Governor, This we see was during the period
of Rbyalist_ieaction following the Crawellian period. 1In
the esrlier part of the seventeenth century and even so late
at 1664, the duties afterwards ascigned the Recelver General,
such as receiving quit rents (an assessment each land ovmer
was required to pay the crown due to the fact that the crown

statucs at ILarge. pp. 193, 197
12, Henning 346z 492:
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claimed owvndership to all land in the colony. The assessment
was one shilling for every fifty acres), and other royal fees
and profits, were performed by the treasurer in addition to
the other usual services rendered by him. From 1691 he was
appointed by the House of Burgesses and for sixty-seven years
(1699-66) the duties of treasurer were performed by the Spesk-
er of that body. The usual duties of the treasurer were to
receive the revenues arising fram the duties on liquors, ser-
vents and slaves imported, from the public levy, and any spe-
cial 1evy raigsed by act of the Assembly, and to borrow money
on the authbrity of that body. Before 1691 he was dependent
upon Royal order in dis?osition of funds entrusted to him
‘and paid out of that body by its order, or by warrant issued
by the goverhment. After being apiroved by the Assembly his
account had to ve signed by the Governor. Then it was sent
to the Auditor General of the colonies. On certain occasions
he wa% empowered to emit treasury notes. A good instanee of
this was &1 the time of preparation for the French and Indian
War, when extra funds were needed. The Treasurer was directed
to prosecute anyone refusing to Pay the duties imposed, usual«l
ly received by him, and to enforce payment of duties on liquors
and slaves by compounding the penalties inflicted for duty or
neglecﬁ. |

‘An act of the Assembly in November 1645 provided
that the quilt rentswere to be applied as the first payment
of the treasurer's salary of L 500 per anmum, the surplus to
be disposed of by the Assembly. This was done with the ap=-

proval of the British Govermment, as the treasurer wasthen
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& royal officer., After 1691, vhen the treasurer was appointed
by the House of Burgesses he was paid six (6%) per cent of the
money passing‘through.his offices. This was later reoduced to
five (5%) per cent. ﬁy 1734 he was also being paid 1 50 which
wag gradually being raised to L 150 for auditing and settling
the accounts of tobacco inspectors. He was to furnish a bond
of L 5,000 sterling, vhich was later increased to L 100,000.
The Governor was to state his approvel of the security furnished
by the treasurer and administer the oath of office to him.,
}Thus it was to this importsnt office that John Rob-
inson was appointed as long as he should remain Speaker of the
House. ' At the time of his entry into office all the colonial
accounts were in order and no money was short, and ashortagc of
the treasury was not suspected until about 1763, vhen 1t began
to be whispered about that all wes not right with the accounts.
On montion of Richard Henry Lee a commlittee wa s
aﬁpointed to go over the treasurer's accounts and pee that they
balanced. Robinson; as Speaker, appolinted his very enemies
on this cammittee.lo This committee brought in a favorable
report but it was afterwards proven that the search did no
go far enough. Robinson dying the next year the defalcation
was exposed.
Aside from the Stamp Act nothing affected the condi-
tion of the colony as did this condition in the treasury. It
vill be remeﬁbered that the colony had from time to time issued
paper notes to raise money sufficent to carry through various
enterprises. As thesce notes came due it vas requiied that the
treasurer meet them with funds raised from special taxes laid
13. Journals to House of Burgesses.
1766--69-=Preface
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by the Assembly. Furthermore he was required to keep them
'until a committee of the House should come and destroy them.
Prior to the time of Robinson's defalcation notes redeemed
were quickly feollowed by a new series of paper money vhich was
at once put into circulation. This made it not difficult to
meet demands made upon the colony for moncy, especially when
a tex more than sufficlent in itself to redeem the entire
output of notes wss levied. Virginia was experiencing a
financial panie in 1765, brought on by her vast contributions
to the French and Indian Wars of the past ten years. Many of
the leading financierg made heavy demands upon the treasurer
for financial aid. Not having the curréncy on hand and Great
Britian having forbidden the issuing of treasurp notes],-4
neither the colony or treasurer after leanding his own privatevfor-
tune, could do anything for them in response to their needs

in an official way. However,'the treasurer had in his possese
sion a large number of treasury notes that had been redeemed,
vhich he held pending the order of the committee to destroy.
Seeing an opportunity to.prevent further financial distress,

he caused these notes to be re-emitted accepting as security
the papers of various individuals when properly endorsed.

This might technically be called correct for there was at

this time no law against the treasurer re-emitting these not-
es if the thought proper to do so. These notes re-emitted
were madepayable before the date get for destroying them

and the bonds of the individuals filed with the cogords of

the treasurer.

14. Journals to Housgc of Burgesses
1766-69 Preface.
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Very unfortunately Speaker Robinson died May 1Mh,
1766, some time before the notes were due. About this same
time his political enemies came into power. These notes
were discovered and the vhole colony immediately became di-
vided ae‘to inhoscense or guilt of the treasurer's irregular-
ities. Many c2aimed he wes Justified under the oircumstanées
stt nemed. The securtues by him as treasurer and ?%s own
vast estate mare than met the demands of the colony, and
the report of the investigating committee indicatfg his pur-
pose as being anything but an attempt to defraud. Referring
to Henning's Statutes of Virginia we find that Robinson was
appointed treasurer of Virginia in 1738. He succeeded Richard
Randolph,:who had been apbointed by Governor Gooch to fill
the unexpired term of John Rendolph (dec'd.) The records of
the House show thet fact that from 175L-65 eight comnitiees
were aprointed to exsmine the treasurer's acounts during thet
time. These exeminations were purely matters of form end
prior to '63 the report simply consisted of a statement that
the books balancéd, and certified to the correctness of the .
treasurer's report. In 1763 the committee had been reduced
t0 three and Richard Bland, chairman, reported the correctness
of the accounts. He set forth in detail the notes emitted
since 1757, also several btames imposed by law for sinking them.
i " In the Virginia Gazette for Augusi 1st, 1766, Robert
Carter Nicholas ceme out with an article thet same took to be
a reflection of "Robinson's good name.® An honest Buckskin,
so judging it, published the following:
15. Randolph's History of yirginia (uss) p. 1l
16.. Journals of the House of Burgesses 1776-69 prefage
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"The proper period for inguiry might then
have protected his memory from the slur of eme
bezzlement by a discovery that this mismanage-
ment procecded from nothing fraudulent in tho
gentleman, but from thet humane disposition -
charity, so much recommended by christinaity
to be concealed from vain ostentation, for als
though charity, or any such cpesies of benovo-
lence is certainly commendable when extended
out of any office of trust, yet it must be
allowed that it is a virtue of that aimable
dignity ¥hich will require the most decent
tendencies in any reprehension of itVew=

Robert Carter Nicholas hastening to reply to this
digscleims any rdlection upon the name of Robinson, and ex~

oncrates him from any intehtion of doing other than the best
of motives dictated. He says:

" wwe The insinuations thrown out of my
designing to reflect upon the fgentleman as if
I thought he had embezzled the purlic money, or
upon his debtors as security, as8 if thereo wasp
any danger of the money's being entirely lost
to the country, were all equally of ill nature
as they were groundless; with respect to the
first, I declare upon my honor that I never
had the least doubt of his intention to charge
himself with every shilling vhich came to his
hands, or for which he ought to have accounted,
and I cannot discover the least hint, in which
I wrote to the contrary. I now I have always
declared my opinion quite the reverse, and it
has given my pain to hear anything like & per-
colation suggested." 17,

After Robinson's death some tried to claim he was
the originator of the Loan Office scheme to hide his own de-
felcation. - This was & scheme by vhich the treasurer was to

be a kind bf'banker, lending out State money to privgte indi-
| viduals or corporations. This scheme actually passed the
House but'was killed in the council. Undoubtedly some of
ﬁobinson's friénds were connected with it., The idea of the
2ceusors was thaf Robinson wished to transfer the debts due

17. Virginia Gazette Sept. 5, 1767
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tc the publis and thus to bide the shortape in the 4reap-
ury. HOWOVCD, ﬂhe:e is nothing in the iiterature ofﬁtho
day that Ldentifios Robinson with tho sochme end 1t is probe
eblo that this wag devised moraly ao a protoxt by the poru-
1ists to dowm the ariatoorats.

For poma years the advisehility of seoparating the
offices of Syecker of Hougse of Bﬁrgesaes ‘nd Treesurer of
the col:ony had been much discussed cnd wap considered to be
of greait aocment o3 the time. The Willlaeasburg Board of Trade
had pessed regolutions and requested Governor Fauqoeir to
have the cfflices sopareted and in a letter to them, dated at
Villiawmshurg tho 7th. of April, 1766, ho promises to do all
in nig power 40 met them divided. The wipoing tr csury notes
et the time of Tobimcon's death brou~zt the motter to & heag,
A worm debate in the IHouse resulted in the division of the
offices. A stlary wzs for the firat time offixed to the
officc of Speaker, and broach of trust by the treasurer
mzde @ grime.

211 of Robingon's estate vies sold to regain the
money due the colony. Him eotate, according to eomuittess
appointsd to examine into defelceation, ecousisted of about
4,000 acres in King and Queen County; evout 3,200 acros on
¥arocosick Créek in Caroline County; about 6,5C0.acres in
Spottsylvanle Gounty; cbout 4,250 acves in the County of
Hanovoy, 1,200 acffes in.King'William‘CGunty, scms heouses ocnd
lots in Willismsburg end about 400 scres of lend in Jomes City

County, A1l of vhich lené might be reasonably velued et L 11,000,
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Besides this he had a third interest in some land and sleves

emgloyed in working a lead mine in Augusta County. The vhole

of iand and slaves were bound to bring the L 8,000 advanced
fhr carrjing on the work. He was also interested in one.
share in the Dismal Swamp and some slaves employed in draine-
in g the ééme. He also pogscssed about 400 slaves and coonside
erabls personal estate, The whole estate at the lowest fig-
ure was worth at least L 105,000 end as the defalcation amount-
ed to only L 100,761 S 7 . 5 D 1t is readily seen that the
State could lose no money, and afier several years the total
amount of indebtedness was turned into the colony out of this
estate, 4

While Robhinson was Speaker of the House a bill was

iatroduced to remove the capital from Williamsburg to Newcastle,
then a tobaap port on the Pamunkey River. Robinson not only
was an ardent supporter of the measura but made the opening
speech on the question. So forcefully did he speak that John
Elaig, as he arose to fight the motion, pointed to the Speaker
and exclaimed "there sits the mzn that i3 at the vottom of
this hellish plot." The House became indignant et such con-
duct towards their Speaker and forced Blair to eppologize,

18
which apology Robinson readily accepted. Vhen the bill wes

presented the motion was lost.

The death of Robinson caused general sOrrov and
great agftation throughout the colony. Taguler vriting
to the Béard of Trode at this time says:

18, Journals of Housé of Burgesses 1737
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"This event would have been a sensible
lose at any time, but more particulzrly aso
now, as I had promised myself a great assise
tance from him in the next se sion of the As-
sembly, to quiet the minds of the people and
bring them to just and proper sense of their
duty. He was a man of integrity and ability
%nd oneé of vhom I had entertained a greaut es-

eem, "

As o fitting conclusion to Robinson's life andvwrks
I nect only to quote the inscription on his tombs

"Beneath this place lieth 211 that could die
of the late worthy John Robinson, ksq., who was a
representative of the County cf King end Queen,
and Speakerto the House of Burgesses above twenty
eight years. How eminently he sujpbled that dig-
nified office, and with wvhat fidelity he zcted as
treasurer to the country, besides is well know to
us, and it is not unlikely future eges will releate,
'He was & tender husband, & loving father, e king
- megster, a sincere friend, aggnerous venefactor,
and a solid christian, Go, reader, znd to the ut-
most of your power imitate his wirtues.'™ 19.

19, Bishop Meade's "0ld Churches Ect." Vo. 1, p 378.
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Conclusion

What I have given in the preseding pages is by no means
an adequate view of the man and politician, Thomas Staples
Martine It 1s but a glimpse, an impression, an attempt at a
true picture through the medium of the few and difficult per=-
spectives afforded me. |

But this I think ¢anctruthfully be sald, in conclusioni
Martin was , above all, a conservative and too much of a party
man to be a great statesman; and due to this conservatism, the
state of Virginia made little progress under his control. What-
ever of progress was made came under the banner of revolt, as we

have seen.
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