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PREPACE

This thesis grew cut of a paper pressented in Dr.

- Joseph C. Robert's Civil wer Seminer in January, 1967.

At that time the topic was limited to a study of the

Civil War correspondencs of the subject with only & oursory
narrative of his life,

The deoision to expand the topic into a full blography
was based on two facotors, Pirat, the need for such a study
was pointed out by mili{tary historian Theodore Ropp in an
article in the South Atlantio Quarterly on the Civil wWar.l

Ropp stated that there waz need for historians to know

Just "who were the company officers of tha two volunteer
armies,” and "wers the Confederate officers 'aristocratst,
or young lawyers, msprchants, college students, and educated
farmers.” Since the subjeoct of this blography formed a
volunteer company at the time of Virginiat's secession from
the Union and served as an officer in the Army of Northern
Virginia throughout the war, & study of his life would
seem beneficlal,

1Theodore Ropp, "Products of a Great American Industry"
South Atlantie Quarterly, LVII, (Summer, 1957), p. 384.
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The second factor involved the material avallable for
this blographicel study. In 1966, a large manuscript
éolleotion (approx., 2800 items) was presented to the
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia., This
collection, entitled Aylatt Family Papers is centered
around correspondence of thh sub ject of this blography,
William Roane Aylett (1833.1900),

It 1; hoped that this thesis study will contribute to
& better understanding of the Civil War pericd in Virginia,
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CHAPTER I

AYLETT FAKILY BACKGROUND AND STATUS IN 1833

The foundsr of the family in America, John Aylett was

1 and was born at

the youngest son of Sir Benjamin Aylett,
Braxted Magna, Essex, England about 1630.2 Like his father,
John Aylett was a Royallst and an Anglican.3 He supported
the Royalist cause against the Puritans in the English Civil
Wer, and his Royalist activities after Cromwellts decisive
victory in 1651 led to his emigration to America, The
specific incident ococurred in 1655, at which time Aylett was
involved in the battle of Worcestor against the Roundheads

in which the Royalists were dereated.u As & result John

1The spelling of the family name varied widely during
this period--Ayliffe, Ailoff, Ayloff, Aylett, and Eylett.
Aylett appears to have been established in the Virginia
colony by 1702. TLeon G. Tyler, (ed.), Encyclopedia of

Virginia Bilography, 6 volumes .New York: Lewis Historical
SfI hing Co., 1515 Yo Vs pe B2lj.

zwilliam Winston Fontalne, "Aylett Family Tradition,"
william and Magy‘ggarterlx, firat series, XV, (July, 1906),
Pe ;;

3Tyler. Encyclopedia of Virpinia Biography, V, p. 82lL.

hFontaine. "Aylett Family Tradition," »n. 100,

1



Aylett in the company of other Royalists emigrated to
Virginia in the fall of 1655.
In Virginia, Aylott settled in the Northern Neck
section of the colony.s It was his eldest son, Fhilip
Aylett who founded the femily plantation in King William
County in the Tidewater section of Virginia.6 In 168}, the
Aylett family received a grant of land in New Hent County
from King Charles II of England.7 This tract of lsnd, with
numerous additions in the early 18th century, remained in
the possesaion of the Aylett family for over two hundred and ‘
fiftty yaars.a
In 1686, the land in King wWilliaem County, then a part
of New Kent County, was occupled by FPhilip Aylett,the eldest

9

son of John Aylett.” It was deseded in its entirety to his

eldest son, William Aylett, who expanded the family's holdings

5I'bid. » DPe 100,
6id., p. 100,

\ TRichmond Stendard (Richmond, Virginia), May 1, 1580,
Pe Lo

BTho remaining acreage was sold in the early 1920t's by
the heirs of Williem Roans Aylett. Aylett Family Papers,
1776=1945. (MS in Virginia Historicel Society, Kichmond,
Virginia), Philip Aylett (executor) to heirs, Nay 21, 1921.

Ycnerles E. Hatch, "Colonel Willism Aylett, A Revolutione
ary Merchant of Virginia," (unpublished MA Thesis, University
of Virginia, 1935), p. 12. N
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substantially™ and established the Aylett family in politics

in Virginia, William Aylett served as the first clerk of the
county, when King william County was formed in 1702.11
Through this poaition Aylett acquired additional lands, and
in 1722 he persuaded the General Assembly to locate the new
county - courthouse for Xing ¥illlam at Aylstts, Virginla,

which was a small c¢rosaroads town located at ths edpe of the

Aylett pldntatian.lz

Willianm Avleott served in ths Youse of
Burgeasaes from 1723 to 1726, and for many yeers he was the
tobacco agent for St. Johnts Parish in King wWilliam
County,.t3

During this period the Aylettts plantation home, "Fair-
field," was built, md the Aylett family becams prominent in

colonial Virginia sooiety.lh' Willlanm Aylett's eldest son

1°v1r inia Land Patents (microfilm copy, Virginie State
Library, Richmond, Virginia), Book 9, p. 640, Book 10, p. 331,
Book 15, p., 273, Book 16, n. 525,

1lElizaboth K. Ryland, "Pamunkey Nack: The Birth of a
Virginia County," Virginia Magazine of History and Blography,
Ls (Qﬁtabﬁl'. 19)42)' Pe 3—2.50

12hat0h, "Colonel William Aylett,” p. 16
1310t4., p. 17.

aaiéTylar, ed., Encyclopedia of Virpginia Blorraphy, V,
Do . N



fhilip Aylett (1706-67) inherited the family plantation in
1726, and his daughters married into prominent Virginis
families, Two of Aylett's three daughters married into the
Lee femily, and one Ann Aylett, married Aupustine washington}s
The only other achievement of significance of fhilip Aylett
was the securing of authorizetion from the Ceneral Assemdbly
of 1730 of the right to designate Aylett's Wareshouss, which
wes owned by the family, as a public facility.l® This action
was significent because 2ll quit rents and levies wers paid
at the wershouss, and it becama the center of tcobacco trade
in King ¥willisam County.

Wwilllam Aylett (1743-1781), the only son of ®hilip
Aylett, was a prominent colonial merchent who at one time

owned a store, a tavern, a sawnmill, and a warehouse, in

addition to the family's extensive 1ands.17 He supported

15

Anne A7lett married Richard Henry Lass; Mary Aylett
marrisd Thomas Ludwell Leej and Anne (second of the name)
Aylett married Augustine Washington., Aylett, ¥West, Dandridge,
Moore, lason Gengalogleal Notes., (“hotostat copy, Virginia
State Library.) : '

16w1111am Waller Henning, (ed,), The Statutes at Large:
Baing & Collection of All of the Laws of Virginla, From the
FIrse

A—— ———

Sesalon of the Legislaturs In the Year 1519, (I3 volumes,
Tliew YOTrK: Ge BArtow COes 1009=1023, 1IVs De 267s

17 :
Hateh, "Colonel William Aylett,” p. 25.

»



the movement for independence actively as he participated
in the Raleigh Tavern meeting in Williamsburg in 1774.18
During the war, Aylett was appointed Deputy Commissary
General for the Virginia forces by hils neighbor and friend,

19 thile the Hevolutionary Ver

Ceneral George Washington.
sectivitias of Coloneli %William Aylett have been renesrched

by other scholara,zo the significence of those activities

on the Ayiatt family land holdings is céntral to this atﬁdy.
In the latter stages of the war Aylett furnished supplies
from his own means to the Virginia forces, and when these
supplies became exhsusted he put up his own bonds as sscurie
ty for asdditional purchases from other aouroe#.ZI Juet prior
to the Battle of Yorktown in 1781, William Aylett contracted
a fover snd dled.?? The result was that the bonds which he
had used as security for army supplies were called on~and

substantial losses and dehts were 1nourred.23

lelhid. 2 De Ll'lc

5 ;9Ty1er, ed., Encyclopedia of Virpinla Bioapraphy, V,
Pe 25,

201 atch, "Colonsl Willlam Aylett.”
aIbid.. Po u‘SO
221h1d., pe 47.

231p1d., pe LS.




William Aylettt's first son died in infancy and the
sacond, Thilip Aylett (1767-1831) took control of the family
plantation in 1781, He returned to farming as a livelihood
and concentrated on rsbullding ths plantation, In the:
latter, he was sided by acquisition of western lands whloh
were awarded to Revolutionary War soldiers or to their
heirs, 1In 1809, the deacendants of VWilliam Aylett were
awarded 6665 acres of western land, which was located in the
territory of Kentuoky.ah rhilip Aylett wae active in the
King Willlam County Court during this period, and the records
of the court show that he was acquiring small parcels of land
- 1in King Willliam County which were added to the family holde

' 1hgs.25 | |

In 1786 Philip Aylett married Elizabeth Hemry, the
youngest daughter of Patrick Henry, former Virginie governor
and Revolutionary War leader.2® In 1802 the family home
"Pairfield” burned ard a new one "lontville" was built to

replace 1t.2] Also at this time, ®hillp Avlett entered

auband 0ffio0e Military Certificates Xo., 5605-09 of
1,333 acres each wers granted to William Aylett's estate on
April 7, 1809, King William County Reocords (MS. Virginia
State Library), Book 2, p. 647.

25¢4ng William County Court Hecords, 1798-1810. (Micro-
film, Virginia State Library).

26A lett Femily Genealoglcal lotes (Photoatatic ooDY s
Virginia state Library).

27
Peyton Neale Clarke, 01d King William County Homes and
Families, (Louisville. KYe? Se Brown COep, 1 s Pe 136



politics in King Willfam County. In 1806 he was elected

to serve in the House of Delegates of the Virginia General

Assembly, a position he held for six consecutive yearg.zs

Later he was appointsd Sheriff of King ¥Willlam County by

Governor James P. ?rsatoh.ag

In 1813, when the activity of ths British troops
threatened Virginia during the Var of 1312, rhilip Aylett
formed a company of men in King William County end cffered
their services to Governor Jsmes Barbour.3? The document
wnich the man of the voluntesr company signed and sent to
the Governor read:

We, whose names are heroto annexed, considering it
might be necessary, in consequence of War being
declared . . . ggainst the United Xingdom of Great
Britaine~that & Home Defense shoulcé be prepared in
case of invaslion or insurrection. « « +» Wo come for-
ward to offer our services for that purpose (military
duty) under such rules, regulations and penalties, as
nay be prescribed by a majority of our company; and
further, that each of us will, to save public expense
agroglto furnish ourselves with arms, armmunition,
O%C,e .

zasarl Ge Swem mgnd John We wWilllams, éod.), Register of
the General Assembly of Vireinia, 1776-1918., (Kichmondj
ginla State Librery, I1919), pPpe 69=51.

29K1ng william County Records, (Xierofilm: Virgihia
State Library), Book 7, pt. 1, pe 117,

30 i unsigned article, "ratriotism in the
war of IBIZ, Voluntesr Association in King Williaem County,
Virginia," ggler's Quarterly Maparine, XXI, (October,
1939)0 PPe 125- . T

31!bldo. Pe 126,




This enlistment action was to be repeated in May of 1861,
when William Roane Aylett, Philip Aylett's grandson, formed
a company of men from King William County, and offered their
services to the Governor of Virginia, John Letcher; Williem
Roane Aylettt!s father, Philip Aylett, Jr. (1791-18&8) also
served in the War of 1812 as a private in two separate compa-
nies of the Virginis Militia forces. In 1813, he served in
Captain Robert Gemble's Troop of Calvary for one month and
two days, and in 181} he served for a brief period (10 days)
in Captain Anderson Miller's Company, Virginla State
Militia.32

In the years following the War of 1812, Philip Aylett
and his son, Philip Aylett, Jr., concentrated on acquiring
additional land and slaves Iin order to continue the rebuild-
ing of the plantation. 1In 1815 Philip Aylett, Sr., listed
2, LOO acres of land and $7,000 worth of buildings in the
tax record books of the cqunty;33 By 1820, the amount of
land had increased to over 3,000 acres, with an $8,000 valu-
ation placed on the buildings of the ostate .3t In this
year, 1820, the Ayletts were the largest land holders in

32Muster Rolls of the Virginia kilitia in the War of
1812. mond: We Fa Ritchie’ CO., 1852), PPe 3[[-“-, g‘j().

33K1ng William County Land Book, 181S5, (MS. Virginia
State Library). -

-3hK1ng William County:Land Book, 1820. (MS. Virginia
State Library).




King William County.35

In the post-war period, 1815.1820, Philip Aylett, Jr.,
became active in the affairs of the plantation. The
county record books reveal that 11,815 acres were transfer-
red to him in 1815, from his parents for the sum of one
dollar.36 In 1817, the county personal property tex book
showed that he paid taxes on one free male and ssven ’
slaves.37 In the same year Philip Aylett, Sr., listed L5
slaves,38

Phillp Aylett, Jr., was slso active in tha‘politieal
affairs of King Willlam County in the period following the
War of 1812. He served se a member of the House of Dolegates
in the Virginia General Assembly from 1817 to 18244,39 after
missing the session in 1825, the people of King Williem |
County algctad him again in 1826 to the House of Delogatoa.ho

35809 Chart No., 1 in the Aggendlx for the Aylstt family
landholdings from 1815 to 1860 King William County.

36K1n3 Willism County Records, (Microfilm, Virginia
State Library), Book 6, pe 431,

37K1ng William County Personel Property Book, 1817,
(MS. Virginia State Library).

3% 6s Chart No. 2 1n the Appendix for the Aylett family
‘slaveholdings for the period 1815-1860.

35 ven ana Willlams, eds., Register of the General
Agsembly, pp. 95-113. ’ ° -

Lo
Ibid. s Ps 119.
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Philip Aylett's political osreer ended with two terms,
1832/33, and 1833/3L in the Senate of the Oeneral Assembly
of V!rginia.ul These sesaions wers turbulent ones, however,
a3 the snti-slavery movement in Virginia reached its paak.bz
The slavery debates in the special convention in 1829, end
in the legislative ssssions of 13831 and 1832 had concluded
with a tentative affirmation of chb status-quo, primarily
baecause no alternative method of labor with adequate controls
sould be found, Although Aylett did not participate in these
debates, the county he represanted, King William County, had
the second highest percentage of Negross (slave and frees) to
the total county population (67.7¢) of any county in the
Tidewater area.!3 The Ayletts were political leaders in a
county which was in a strong pro-slavery section of Virginta,
A survey of the status of the Aylett family~-its iand-
holdings, its property, its political, and its social
positione-in the year 1833, the year that Willlam R, Aylett
was born, would reveal that it was in a position of leader=
ship in the Tidewater section, but not in the state as a
swhole. It 18 clear that the economic foundation of the
family estate had been reatored, and by 1833 it was on a

blryid., ppe 139, 137.

uzJosaph Clarke Robert, The Road from lonticello,
(Durham: Duke University Press, 1941), ps 51,

B31y14a., p. 113.
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firm basis. One indication of this affluence was that all
four of the children of Fhilip Aylett, Jr. that lived to
adulthood, were educated in boardibg schools or ocolleges
away from King willlam County., In lend, the Aylett famlly
held 2277 ecres in 1833 which plmced it in the top five per
gent of all property holders in Fing Williem COunty.hh

The condition of ths land was in all prob#bility poor
as it had besn tmpoverished from over use in the past.
Edmund Ruffin,on-a survey trip through King William County
a fow years later,noted that the level hlghlands along the
Pamunkey River contained aoii that was very at:rr.“5 ‘The
Aylett lands fall into Ruffints category geographicslly, and
probably they fall into his analysis of the condition of the
soil also. In January, 1032 the first edition of Ruffints
Essay for Calcarsous Manures was publithed. This work served
as the manual for the agricultural revival which would take
place in eastern Virginia.h6

huxine William County Land Book, 1833. (MS. Virginia
State Library). -

hsEdmund Ruffin, "Analysis of Soils in Xing wWilliam
County," The Farmers Ragister, IX, (18hL1), p. 23.

ubﬁvery 0. Craven, Soil Exhahstion as a Factor in the
Agricultural History of Virginla and Naryland, LobO=-1860,
C iggdign. 1I1inois:~ University of Illinols Press, 1926),
Pe . ;
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In 1833, the Aylett famlly owned 31 slaves, and $4,100
worth of butldings.’ Most of these buildings had been
constructed since 1800, thus in this asrea ths plantation was
in gond condition. In 1831, Fhilip Aylett, Sr., had died
and the numbar of slaves was reduced from 74 in that year to
S0 in 1832.h8 At this time the economic feasidbility of
kseping large numbers of slaves was boing questionsd in the
Tidowater section as well as in other sections of Virginia'v9
In the generations that followed 1833, slavery would be-
seen 88 & positive valuei however, the decislion as to the
number of slaves for a plantation would be declded on
soononic basés. rather than social ones of an earlier period.

Politically, the Ayletts stood at the top echelon of
King William County in 1833, They owned extensive lands,
and numerous slaves; they had partisipated vigorously in the
War of 10123 and they had a baokpground as a family of being
associsted with King William CQuhty since its inception in

u7K1n Williem County Personal Property Book, 1833,
(M8, Virginia State Library).

uBKing ¥illism County Personal Property Book, 1832,
(MS, Virginla State Library).

9
b Robert, The Road from Honticello, p. 22.
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1702. Therefora, 8s a prominent family in the county, the
Ayletts' participation in politica can be seen as part of
the whole pattern of soclsty in one tidewater Virginla
county. Prior to 1833, the Aylett family had been ective
in state politiecs; rhilip Aylétt, $res had been elacted to
the House of Delegates six times, his son Philip Aylett, Jr.,
had served in the General Assembly for ten sassions either
- as & Delepate or as a Senator. Throughout this peﬁiod. the
Aylett familyt's politicai affiliation was Jeffersonian at
both the state and national level.>®

The soocial life in the ante~bellum South centered
around the plantationj and 1life st Montville, the Ayletta!
plantation, centered on the family. Willism Roane Aylett's
father, Philip Aylett, Jri,.had married Judith Page Waller
on FPebruary 20, 1823.51 They had seven ohildren, three of
whom died 1# childhood, Of the four children who lived to
adulthood, Patrick Henry Aylett (1827-1870) was the eldest,
followed by William Roane Aylett (.833-19G0), Pattie wWaller
Aylett (1835-186%) and Rosalie Pape Aylett (1836-1898).52

8 éaTyler. eds Encyclopedia of Virpinias Blography, V,
Pe 25, )

Slﬁylétt Family Papers. Aylett FPamily Bible.

2
® Ibid.




Like earlier generations of the Aylett family, this
one should be viewad as part of the Aylett tradition which
had been established in the one hundreﬁ-anﬁ seventy~five
years prior to the birth of Willlam Roane Aylstt in 1833,
The Ayletts had besn planters, or planter-merchants who
estadblishod themselves in the mainatream of the tidewater
gentry late in the 17th century and who remained there
economically, politically, and sooclally into the 19th.
contury. It would be Willism Roane Aylett's task in his
1ifatime to take control of the family plantation and maine
tain it for future generations,



CHAPTER 1I

WILLIAM ROANE AYLETT--EARLY LIPE, 1833-1853

¥William Roane Aylett was born on Hay 1, 1833.1 The
first fifteen years of his life wers spent at "Montville,"
the Aylett family home in King William County. The Ayletts
wsre planter-farmers who lived in a seotion of Virginia
" which experienced an agrlcultural raviv#l during the three
decades prior to the outbreak of the Civil War,

During this period the most common method of farming
in the tidewster aootioﬁ was the four field system of crop
rotation, This method consisted of planting a crop of
wheat on clover the first year, followed by corn the second
year, wheat on oats the third, and clovaer turned under by
deep plowing the fourth yoar.a In the 1830's Rdwin Ruffin
published his agricultural writings on the use of marl and
manuress and the Farmer!s Register, a monthly agricultural

lpylett Family Papers (MS. in Virginia Historical
Soclety, Richmond, Virginia), Aylett Family Bible,

2Cravan, Soil Exhaustion, pe 157.

15
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Jjournal edited by Ruffin, gained wide ciroculation among
tidawater plantera.3
In 1841 Ruffin made a survey trip through the eastern

tidewater counties, and he recorded in the Farmer's HReglater

that marl was present in large quantities in King William
County.h‘ Thoe use of marl and the knowledpe of its bensfits
was woll known in the Aylettts section of King wWilliam
County. Richard H. Hall of Rumford Academy Farm, which
bordered Aylettt's plantation, had used marl on his flelds
as early as 1816;5 and W, S, Fontaine, another neiphboring
plantation owner and a relative of Ayletts, reported in the
Farmer's Register that he put 2,500 bushels of marl on two
acres of sandy land in 1835, and had had "good results,"®

Although there are no family records or corresponderce to
indiocate whather the Aylettt!s used marl or manures on their
lands during this periocd, there is s strong probsbility of
4t. For in the early 1850ts when guano was first introduced

3a. 0. Craven, Edmund Ruffin Southernor, (New York: D
(Appleton and Co., 1932, Ds 52

hpamund Ruffin, "Analysis of Solls in King William
4 County," Farmert's Repgister, IXx, (1841), p. 23.

sbravon, S8oll Exhaustion, pe. 9.
6Rurf1n, Farmer's Register, IX, (1841), p. 25.
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in Virginia the Aylettt!s records show that extensive amounts
weres purchased through varlous firms in Baltimors.! The
county tax records alac show an increasing diversity in the
livestock owned by the Aylatt'a. In addition to horses,
the Ayletts were iiatod as owning considerable numbers of
sheep, hogs, and cattle.a
The produstivity of the land increased dramatiocally in
the paﬁiod after 1835, As it improved, and the farming be-
came more d;varairiod, land values in ths tidewater area
increased. One obsarver estimated that in the year 1842,
in King William déunty alone,land valuea had incraasad by
‘more than $h83.000 over the previous yaar.9 FProm 1838 to

1850 4in the entire tidewater ssction land values increased

by over seventeen million dollars.10

Taylett Family Papers, Judith rage Aylett to Willlam
Re Aylett, 13 Harch 18500

Bxing ¥illiam County Personal Property Tax Books,
1830~1850. (MSe in Virginia State Library, Richmond,
Virginia), For a liating of the Ayletts livestook holdings
see Appendix, Chart rumber L,

' 9mdmund Ruffin, "An Estimate of the Increased Value
of FProperty in King William County Caused by Marling,
- Parmert's Repister, X, (1843), p. 481.

10
Craven, Soll Exhsustion, p. 142.
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The Aylett's increased thelr laendholdings after 1830
through the receipt of #dditional western lands granted to
them as heirs of General Williem Aylett, revolutionary war
soldier, On April 23, 1839 the Executive Department of the
State of Virginis granted two Revolutionary Bounty Werrants
u These
lends wers not occupled or cleimed by the Ayletts immedlate-

1y, and it was not until 1880 that the claim was located and
12

for western lands in the amount of 1583 acres,

sold to other parties,
‘As a boy w&lliaminaane Aylett received his'early educt-

tion from tutors at tha plantation, and 1n\18u8 he entered

& loecal praparatoﬁy school, Rumford Academy, which was

located in King williaﬁ County. This was e boarding school

end it had an excellent reputation in the tidewater area for

its acholsrdhip.13 Williemt's brothar..Patrick Henry Aylett,

vwho was 8six yoears older, had precaded him to this boarding

school, after which he had attenﬁed Washington College,

University of Virginias, and Hervard Univeraltyelu In a lotter

1lrand office Nilitary Certificates Number 8979, 8980.
(¥S+ in Virginia State Library), William Aylett Folder,

12m1a,
13p. N. Clarke, 0ld King Willlam County Homes, pe 21.

1L ' »
Paul M. Barringer, et. al., University of Virginia
(2 vols., New Yori: Lewia & CO..’1§EE$E;p. § .
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to his raﬁhor, William explained thes dally schedule at the
academy s

We go to school at half past 8 o'olock and break up:

st one 4, « « then we go in at three and break up at

five, . « « Wo est supper at six, We have playtime

from six to saven, and than we commaence at seven and

:gugglgifl'b?df{?e. 8o that I do not have much time
Aylett remained at Rumford Academy, for two years until 1850,

During the fall of 1858 his father died unexpsctedly in

Ridhmond.lé Philip Aylett was fifty-ssven, and upon his
death the mantle of feamily responsibility passed to Patrick
Henry Aylett. The cholce was unfortunate for Patrick Henry
had just finished a course in law at Harvard Univeraity in
the spring of 1848, snd he was preparing to emigrate to
Richmond and establish a law practice. At the death of his
father in September 16848, Patrick Henry was forced to return
to Montville in King William and assume supervision of the
family plantation. His interesta lay slsevhere howsver, as
he began to involve himself in politics at the locsl and
ntatd level. He and publisher Joseph M. Danlel roriad a
close personsl assoclation which lasted many years during
which time Aylett contributed numerous aeditoriala to Danielrs

' newspaper, the Richmond Examiner.l? 1In 1850, Patrick Henry

15Aylett Famlily Papers, W, R, Aylett to ~hilip Aylett,
June 14, 1848,

16Richmond Examiner, (Richmond, Virginia), Ooctober 12,

1848,
17r4chmond hig, Richmond, Virginia, April 28, 1870.
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Aylett was nominsted to be a candidate to the Reform Convene
tion of 1850-1851,18 end in 1851, he was nominatea for the
Senate of Virginie from the eastern tidewatar\aoction.lq In
neither case was he successful in winning office.

During this period of his brothert!s literary and politie
cal activity wilziam Roane Aylett was attending the University
of Virginia. Repsatedly hils mother, Julis P, Aylett, wrote
to hinm of her dissatisfaction at his older brother's
management of the plantation effairs snd of his activities
in polities. In Juno of 1852, she stated that "I shall be
glad, my dear boy, when you comeﬁhoma to 1live as I shall put
all my matters in your handa. At this time T fear (that)
Hemry has potten our affairs in & badly compllcated condie
t20n."2% At an esrlier time she had advised him "not to
enter polities, for politics brings in nothing and only gains
enemys,"2l Thus, during his years at college Aylett's mother
encouraged him to finish school, and then return to Montville

and supervise the plantation for the fenmily.

1831chmond ¥hig, July 9, 1850.
19R1chmond Examiner, April 21, 1851, - -

| 205 v1att Family Papers, Judith Pe Aylett to William Re
Aylett, June 23, 1852,

215ylett Family Papers, Judith P. Aylett o Williem R.
ﬂylatt, Yovember 12’ 1551.




During the time when Aylett was a student at the
University of Virginia, 1t was an untamed and often lawless
place for "gentlemen" who came from all sections of the
South to be aducated. In 1851, at the university there was
a rash of student riots in which one professor was shot and
several students wounded,22 Aylettt!s sister wrote to him
immediately after the riot that the family was glad to hear
that "he had taken the precautioh of getting behind the
brick pillars during the engagement,” and added, "I hope
that you will alweys seek refuge behind cclumns when the
bullets are flying around you.“23

Whiles at the university, Aylett joined and was active
in the Sons of Temperance Scciety. In 1852, he wrote to the
president of the King Willism County chapter of the Sons of
Tempsrances requesting funds for the building of e "Tsamperance
Hall" st the University of Vlrginia.zu The return lstter
contained a small contribution orrrive dollars snd several
lauvdatory comments on Ayvlettt's part in the temperance move-

mont in the state &8s a uhole.25 Tha temparance movement in

zasnrringer, et. al,, University of Virginia, I, p. 149,
23Aylett Family Papers, Pattie Weller Aylett to William
Re Aylett, March l, 1851,

zunylett Familg Papers, J, Noewton Browne to William R.
A?l&tt' April 16. 1l 52. :

25m1a.
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King William County was also active at this time, hisa
mother wrote "they . « . had a great protracted Temperance
Meeting at Aquinton (church in the upper part of the county)
and , + o Bro. Henry said there were sbout 2,000 people
bhara."ab These meotings were promoted by the local
temperance socleties which often had an aura of secrecy
about them. vhen Aylett left the University of Virginia in
June of 1853, he ocarried with him a letter from the President
of the University of Virpginia division, James William Horgan,
to the authorities in Kinpg Willism County Chapter of the Sons
of Temperance raguesting that he be given "the pass word an&
the explanation rof the quarter commencing on the lst of
July (1853)."27 At this time the individual temperance
socletiss in Virginis were trying to obtain prohibition laws
on the statute books similar to the ones which had been en=~
acted in Maine in 1851.28

While Aylett eppears to havaAbeen a teetotaler during
his university years, his social 1life was active and even

robust et times., In the ante~bsllum South the social 1life

| 26)71ett Pamily Papers, Judith P. Aylett to We Re
A}'lﬂtt’ .‘&p:'il 23. 18510 .

27Aylett Family Papers, James }Willlam Horgan to King

Willism County Division Sons of Temperance, June 23, 1853,

zanay Allen Billington, The Protestant Crusade, 1800-
1860, (New York: Rhinehart % Coes 1U33), De 323
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of the young people revolved around entertainment at the
plantation homes, Aylett visited with ons or another of

hia friends at their homss during the vaocstion periods,
While at the university there wes rmuch entertaining at
Montville, the Aylett family home, Both of his sisters

were in boarding school at this time, one in Richmond, the
other in Tappahannock, a small town near Montville; and

they would bring clasgmates home with them during their
vacations.2? 1t was one of these girls, lias Minnip Mason,
that ﬁylétt became involvad with during Christmas wesk,
1853.30 At the end of the week they becsme éecrobly engaged,
and Willism returned to the Univeraity and his studies.

| The engagement d1d not remain a secret, however, as

his mothér sent him a scathing letter informing him of her
disepproval, The letter is revealing of the status of the
Ayletts in the area, and the role of thao women:of tho family
" in maintaining a certein sociasl position from genoration

to generation, Pirst, his mother stated the fact that it
was "An engagement which you cannot get out of without a

loss of honours « « «" Then, she cormentsd on his fiancees,

29 Aylett Familg Papers, Pattie W, Aylett to W. R.
Aylett, April 2}, 1851,

30
Aylatt Family Papers, Pattie W. Aylete to We Re
Aylett, January L, 1853,
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"Her motives were mercenary, she came to Montville for the
express purpose of capturing one of my sons., « « « She
shall never enter my doors.” But the heart of the letter
atated, She i3 one of ten dhildran. snd her father will
not be able to give her one dollar.”3l
He cxtricated‘himaalf from this predicament by writing

a letter to the girlts father, William F. Mason, explaining
the éngagemﬁnt ard asking his advice, which he stated that
he would accept categorically and follow. Aylet:t made a
draft of this letter for his own records, snd in it he made
‘an attempt to explain how the enpgagement occurred:

It &8 not necessary that I go through the minute and

unimportant detalls of the whole transaction, suffice

1t to say, thet gulded by our feslings we observed and

wore governad by no rules or laws but those of love,

which of cauragaare_irregular and framed according to

circunstances.
On the advice and insistence of Hason tha'engagoment was
terminated shortly thereafter. It was not until 1860 that
William R, Aylett became engeged agein, and then %o his
future wife, Alice W. Brockenbrough.

At some point during his university yesrs, 1350-1853,

it appears that s fanily decision was made that Willian

layiett Family Papers, Judith P. Aylett to W. R,
Avlett 7 January (1853).

BEAylett Family Papera, We R, Avlett to wzlliam
Re. Hason, undated,
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would finish his schooling, and then return home to Mont=
ville end assume the responsibility faf the plantation, thus
allowing hisa older brother, Patrick Henry to go to Richmond
and establish a law practice. This declaion was probably
made in the summer of 1852, when Aylett decided to switch
his courss of study from madicina to law, In September,
1852, Aylett wrote to a friend that law was a "more decent"
profession for & planter than medicine,33 During his first
two years at the university Aylett had majored in chomistry.
He was an excellent student in the subjsot, for when there
was an opening on the ?aoulty in the Chemistry Department
in 1852, a friend, William Barton Rogers, Jr., wrote to him
end encouraged him to make applicetion for the posit;on.Bu
There was no response from Aylett, however, as he turned

to the study of law,

When he began the study of law at Virginia in the fall
of 1852, his correspondence with friends who had recently
graduated and had begun law practices incresssd, They ine
formed him of their impscunious law practices, and reéem-

mendaed farming rather than lav as a prefesaion.35 Robart

33Aylatt Pamily Pagara. Robert T. Scott to Y. R.
Aylett, September 20, 1852,

3hnylott Family Papors, William Berton Rogers, Jr. to
We Re Aylett, Hovember 6, 1852..

35avlett Pamily Papers, Richerd T. H to W. R
Aylett, November 17° 18Eg.’? awes To W. R.
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Gregory wrote that he had had only ons case, "and that a
free negro™ in the first six months of practioa.36 Richard
Hawes, a noighbvor in King Willliam County, wrote of the \
activity at the county courthouse,; "Thers is a superabundance
of lawyers hers, but a derth of clients--a scarclty of
dollars, but plenty of liquor end beggars.">! In snother
letter, s relative of Aylettts, William A, Winston, wrote
to him 4in 1851 explaining that he had taken & position in
Richmond as a e¢lerk in the Chancery Court O0ffice that "pays
him $600 a year, which is better than any young lawyer 1ia
doing."38

| Although in 1883 Aylatt's study of law appeared to be
of a superfluocus nature and unpromising of financial re-
ward, the reverse was true., In the short span of fifteen
- years all of the underpiﬁnings of his sobiety would be
destroyed, and Aylett would have to turn to the law profes-
sion for his economic livelihood, However, in 1853 when he
laft the University of Virginia the world was certain, and
Willism Roane Aylett's position in 4t a certainity. His
edusation complete, the traditional role of tidewater planter
lay ahead,

‘ 36Aylett Family Papers, Robert Gregory to W. R, Aylett,
Dacembar 17, 1853,

3Trylett Family Papers, Richerd T. Hawes to We Re
Aylett, Februery 9, 1853,

BQAylatt Famllg Papers, William A, Winaton to ¥W. R.
Aylett, Augustl?, 1851,



CHAPTER IIIX

WILLIAM ROANE AYLETT-MIDDLE PERIOD, 1853-1860

In the summer of 1853 Aylett left the University of
Virginia and returned to Xing William County to ¥;
Montville, his family plantation estate, It was a large
plantation in 1853 containing more than 2000 sores of
land end 38 slaves.l The land was listed on the county
tax records as owned by Philip Aylettta estats which in
iaﬁenca meant three owners: Judlith p. aylot;. his mother;
‘patrick Henry Aylett, his brother; and William R. Aylett.
The slaves were owned in the same manner except for those
shich had been willed directly to his mother, Judith P,
Aylet£ in 1848, Fronm 1853 to the civ;l War there: wss no
increase in the family's land holdings, and many of their

slaves were rented or hired out as domaatiaa in Richmond.2

l¢ing willtem County Lend Book, 1853, (MS. n Virginia
State Library). . :

2500 Appendix, Chart Number 3 for the Aylett family
landholdings from 1851 to 18613 see Aylett Family Papers,
Lewis Hill to W. R, Aylett, 11 FPebruary 1857. lill was -
th: slave dealer in Riochmond who hired the Aylett's slaves
out, '

27
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As superviaor of the plantation Aylett appears to have
turned his energles to diversifying the farm, and to repalr-
ing squipment which had been gllowsd to deteriorate during
yoars when his older brother had managed the plantation. The
King wWilliam County Personal “roperty Tex Records for 105k
show that the Ayletts owned 70 hogs, 50 sheep and 50 cattle.
This was the firsat time that the Ayletts had recorded any
livestook on the tax books. In 155&. Aylett pald a bill for
$71.46 for repair of farm equipment, which was annotated
with a remark indicating that it waa for several years worlk, bt

Although no systematic ledger of éocounta for the
plantation exists for the periocd when Aylett was managing it,
there ars some receipts and bllls from individual cgmpanias
which give an indloation of the nature of his axﬁonaea. In
1855, Ayleﬁt paid the plantation oversesr, E. L, Peay, $66.66
#s part of his annual salary.> In 1857, Aylett bought 3,500

bushels of lime for $300 from two separats auppliers.b

BKing William County Personal Property Tax Book, 1854,
(¥S. in Virginia State Library), '

uAylett Family Papoers, Calnells Accounts with P,
Aylett's Estate, 1854,

| Saylett Family Papers, E. L. Peay to W. Re Aylett,
receipt, April 11, 1855,

QAylete Familg Papers, John A, Tolley to W, R, Aylett,
account, May 15, 1857; and Thomss J., Bramble to W. R
Aylett, account, August 11, 1857,
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During the same year he pald L. H. Chappell, & local cer-
penter §76 for repairs to Montville and the buildings of
the plantabionx7 and to one Edward T. Powell he pald
248,30 for thevlﬂbor of one free negro on the plantaticn.a

The economy of the plantation was geared to the
market, and in general Aylett dealt with the grain markets
in Baltimore rather than Richmond, 'Tha'hylott's farm had
acoess to the York River, and ihua they would transport
their grain by waterway to Baltimors, and purchase their
‘supplies from Baltimore firms for the rsturn trip. This
system worked well in periods of stability when both the
prices and the costs of goods wofu controlled bj a'atoady
market, However, in Jeptember of 1857 a panie occurred in
the financial section of New York City, which led to
reperocussions throughout the country.9

Because of the low price of wheat at the market in
Baltimors,Aylett declded not to sell his red wheat orop,
and his brother Patrick Hemry advised him in November 1857

10

to borrow money to cover the plantationts debts, Prior

Ta
ylett Family Papers, L, H. Chappell to W. R. Aylatt
sccount, 1 April 1558- ’ * $Re ’

BAylott Family Papers, W, R, Aylett to Zdward T.
Powell, receipt, 10 July 1§57-

Y%Geor 5
ge W. Van Vlieck, The Panic of 1857, (¥Wew York:
Colunbia University Proas: 13437, p. 126, !

10
Aylett FPamily Papers, Patrick He Ayleott to W. R
Aylett, 1 November {as7oor " nry Ay o+ Re
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to this time one of Aylett's closs {riends, Sem S, Carr,
who was a lawyer in Towson, Maryland had written to him
of the crisis,

ki Rk g

out the country. « « « Specie is scarce as hen's

tosth and bank notes are in such bad report, that I

am reluctent to take them as fees.ll
The financial orisis continued into 1858, with the banks
in Baltimors not resuming specie payment until February,
and those in Hichmond not until the first of Hay.la

If the Ayletts suffered from the "Panic of 1857" to
any degree it was shortlivad, Their assets weroe in land,
‘and sleves¥and like most of the Southern epricultural
economy, they were ralatively imrmne from panios and depres-
sions, In Jamuary 1858, & friend of Aylett's wrote that he
had found & man with good oredit who wanted to dorrow $2000,
and did Aylett want to "lot him have it."}3 aylett erranged
to lend thé money to the man with 1ncereat.1h
During this period, 18541861, when Aylett was managing

the farm for the famlly the ownership was divided and major

bills were paid in three equal inorements., As an example in

11A31ett Family Papers, Sam 8, Carr to W, R, Aylett
14 October 1857.

12‘!9.11 Vieok, Tha Panic o!' 5?9 Pe 79

13Aylott Femily Papers, Thomas Croxton to W. R. Aylett,
5 Jenuary 1858,

A 'Aylett Family Papers, ¥, R, Aylett to Thomas Craxton,
18 Februnry 1858,



1855 when Williem Aylett paid the oversesr =, L, Paay he
roceived this receipt from him: "Reocd, of uWme. Aylett sixty
six dollars and sixty six cents, being the amount in full
of his portion of my wages due me as manager of lNontville
for the year 185&415 In 1860, Aylett's ocontract with a
new aversesr, ¥W. A. Mitchell included a bonus provision of
two dollars "if 750 barrels of corn wers raised of Ayleti's
f1e1ds, "6 | |

The lubor on the plantation was slave labor, amd the
Aylett s: owned between 30 and l0 alaves throughout the
period.}7 Hany of these slaves were hired out as domestics
for whioch a specified mum would be pald annually as rentai,
and the slave had to be returned to 1ts owner "well-clothed

and in good ceadition."la

Usually & bond wes poeted with
a third party for the alave?a master as insurence against
mistreatment to the alave during the rental period. The
anmount of money theat the owner recelved would vary with

the age, sex, and skill of the slave, In October, 1857 one

15Aylott Familg Papers, £, L., Peay to W, R, Aylett,
recelpt, 11 April 1855.

16,v10tt Family Papers, W. A, Mitchell to W, R. Aylett,
contract, 18 August 1860,

1755& Appendix, Chart Number h for the Aylett family
slave holdings from 1851 to 1861,

IQAylatt Family Papers, B, Samuel to W. R. Aylett,
contract, 8 January 1859,
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of Aylett's amccounts show that he raceived $36.24 "for the
hire of two general negroes for one year.”lq In 1859, he
reoceived fifty dollars for the hire of a "negro womean named
Betsy" from the owner of the local tavern, B. Samuel.zo

Often Aylett would serve as tﬁe lgwyer or third
party who would draw up the contract and arrange for the
mesting of the parties, Publie hirings in King William
County were held in the first part of December, and the
toerms of most of the contracts that Aylett arranged ran
from Christmas Day to Christmas Day the following yonv.21
Periodically, he would arrange for the sale of a slave,
eithor one owned by his mother or ona owned by a third
party. VWilliam Guwaltney a neighbor of Aylettts, sent him
such a request in 1857¢: "I am desirous to purchase the
late J. T. Wormley'a cook, end sell a young women who has
displeased mo by too great an intimacy with another's
husband forsaking her own 22 |

Another aspeot of the problem of sliave relastionships
can be seon in the lack of mobiiiey which ownership of a

largs number of slaves imposed upon the owner, 1In 1857 a

192716ttt Pamily Papers, Henry Duling to W, R. Aylett
receipt, 26 Qotober 185?. ’ ' !

EQAylett Pamily Papers, B. Samuel to W.R. Aylett,
8 Jamary 1659. '

2lpylett Pamily Popers, W, He Burruss to W, R, Aylett,
27 Rovember 1860,

22, lett Pamlly Papers, William Gwaltney to W, R.
Aylett, 22 Dacember 1857.
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classmate of Aylettts, Charles E, Bleakeley, who lived in
one of the Pledmont counties wanted to move into King
¥Wiiliam County and buy the farm adjacent to Montville., -
After a long series of letters, Bleakelsy finally admitted
that he couldntt raise the money to purchase and stock the
place in King William, and he added, "Besides the nagroaa'
that I have in this country have intermarried with those
of my nelighbora, and 1 sannot well move them, and I have
been disappointed in selling them,"23

As the owner of a largs nurmbher of slaves, the Avletts
set the pattern for the soclal behavior between whites and
negroes in their area. In 1856 Aylettts mother had
questioned the propriety of a‘negré slave nsmed Henry
sleeping in the mill, which was owned by the Ayletts but
ran by one, Jesse Butlsr and his fnmily.ah Butler, who
probably had no formal eduocation, wrote a letter of denial
in which he stated that Henry had been staying in the mill
"four years before I came hear (sie.)," and replisd to the
accusation that the slave had been in his home with this

comment

33&zlett Family Pepers, Cherles ¥, Bleakeley to We Re
Aylett, 4 September 1857,

2“Aylett Family Pepers, Jesse Butler to W, R, Aylett,
3 september 1856. ‘



I would not let Henry stay in my house where my

family was for I should think that you would not

have a man in your hirs that would be gullty of

so mean and lowlife an act to have a negro man

wraptc ug in his house with himself and his

femily. 5
‘The matter was dropped and Butler continued to operate the
mill for the Ayletts. |

During tho period when Aylett was supervising the

plantation for the family he was also active in his law
practice and in politics to a lemser degrea. The first
yoars that he practiced law in King ¥William were lean ones
for him. A study of receipts from his law practice and his
accounts with book dealers in Richmond indicates that Aylett
waa spending more money on law books than he wes roceliving
from the cases that he tried in court. In 1857 the clerk
of the King William County Court, J. V., Pollard, cortified
that Aylett had recelved eighteon dollars in fees for the

26 Since Aylett practiced law in three county

past year.
ocourts, Essex arnd New Kent counties, in sddition to King
William, he would have received fee from each one, tut it
is doubtful that in the first years of his law practice

that his fees excaeded one hundred dollars per year.' Bo~

ginning in 1856, Aylett advertised in the Richmond newspapers

251n1a,

26Aylett Family Papers, J. V. Pollard to W. R.
Aylett, 20 November 1857,
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by having his calling card published oﬁ the front page of
the pnpers.27 |

The type of law cases that Aylett had during these
years weore most often collectlion sults for business firms
in Baltimors and Kichmond who had delinquent olients in the
egatern tidewater ccuntids.ae Also Aylett had a fow cases
which involved bounty claims for the heirs of soldiers who
had served in the Revolutionary War and in the War of 1812429
i&ietb had one interesting divorce case during this period
whlch was the result of the two parties differences on the
slavery issue, Aylett represented the wife of a Dr. Gregg,
a waalthy Boaston physiclan. The case grew out of sn incident
which ocourred when Dr, Cregg's mother, also of Boaton,
visited the Virginia home of her daughter~in-law, and became
80 vehement and outapokeﬁ in her opinion of thelr treatment
of the slaves, that a formal apology was demanded., When the
slderly Krs, Oregg refused, an argﬁmanb ensusd in which Dr,
Oregp sided with hies mother and his wife with her parents;
the result being a divorce eutt,3% In the court trisl that
followed,Aylett won the suit for Dr. Sregg's estranged wife,

1656 274 chmond Examiner, (Richmond, Virginis), Mareh, April,

28Aylabt Family Papers, Wm. Chestnutt & Co, to We Re
Aylett, 21 Harch 1859,

295 v1ett Family Papors, Edward Prince to W, R. Aylett,
September 23, 1888,

Aylett Family Papers, Gregg vs. Gregg ccmplaint in
lawsulit, Novembar 26, 1858, ' ’
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and she received conaiderable alimony payments throughout
the uar.31

In 1858 Aylett became the county agent for the Mutual
Assurance Soclety, a fire insurance company in Riohmond.3a
As agent for this company he made collections snd payments
for ths towns of West Point and Tappahannocik, both of which
are located in King William County. The Riohmond agent for
this firm was John Rutherford, who was also the chairman of
the state Democratic Central Committee,>> In March of 1859,
Rutherford made Aylett a senatorisl eleotor for the Twentye
First Congressional District for the Democratic Party.3u
Prior to this espnointment, Aylett had been sctive in state
polities in the gubaernatorial election of 1356 in Virginia.

~ In that election the Democratic candidate, Henry A.
w1sd, opposed ths American Par;y and the whig Party
-3

candidate Thomas SQ Flournoy, The is2ue was nativism and

s
3 Aylett Family Papers, William He Turner to W.,Re

Aylett, S July 1361,

. 32Ay1att Feamily Pﬁpera. Billings for the City of
Tappahannock byW, R. Aylett, 28 July 1858,
33Aylett Family Papers, John Rutherford to W. Re

Mhrp1a,
3SConstanco ¥ary Gay, "The Campalgn of 1855 &n Virginia,

and the Fell of the Know Nothing rParty,"” Richmond Collegas
Historical Papers, I, (June, 1916), p. 324, .
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6
the secrscy of the Know~Nothing movemant.3

The Avletts
were Demoorats, and both William and his brother, Patrick
Henry, cempaigned for the Democratic ticket and against
Enow-Nothingism, In April 1855, after a speech that he had
made in support of the Democratic candidates, Aylett re-
ceived s letter from & friend, H. O. Loving, who encouraged
him to make other spesches on the subject, for "we nsed
young and enthusiastic speakers to lash the Dead Sea Waves
- of Know Nothingiem,"37

Aylettts brother, who was in politics through his

long asaocistion with the Richmond Examiner newspaper, wrote

to him to "give Know Nothingism the devile~for however few
there maybe present /Tor your speech/--ws will report it in
the Examiner."Ba Patrick Henry Aylett had made speeches in
Staunton, Charlottesville, Martinaville, Norfolk, and
Fredricksburg for the Democratic causo.39 In the results
of the election Wise received 83,434 votes to Flournoy's

36y, parrell Overdyke, The Know Nothing Party in the
South, (nggn Rouge: Louisiana State University rress,
: p. e ¢

37
Aylett Family Papers, H. C, Loving to W, R, Aylett
I, April 182¢. » e U, 8 o ¢ AY ]

38,y1ett Family Papers, Patrick H. Aylett to We E.

39114,



38

73.2&&.“0 The American Party and Know Nothlingism was never
again & force at the state level after 1856, although the
Americen Party continued to win muniocipal elections in
'Virglnia.ul .

After the campalign Aylett began to write editorials %o
the Examiner under the pen neme "olin."42 w, D, Coleman,
editor of the Examiner sent & note to Aylett requesting that
he "rlease send as many contributions as possibles « « + We
shall rely on your furnishing sbout 3 a waekeemors if yoﬁ
oan.”“3 A few years lator another editor J, C. S. Flte-
patrick of the Southernor, a small newspaper published in
Tappshannock, Virginia, wrote to Aylett that he was goling
to change the arfiliation of hia newspapsr from "neutral to
democratic” and asked the "cooperation of leading Demoorats
in this section” to contridute aditoriala.hh

By 1859, ratrick Henry Aylett had been made editor of
the Exaniner, a position which he raported "added 1200 to
1500 dollars per annun" to his income.hs He was active in

hoc. Me Oay, "The Campaign of 1855 in Virginia," p. 325,
Overdyke, The Know Hothing Party in the South, pe. 95.
uzﬁlohmond Examiner, Soptember 26, 1856,

u3Aylebt Famlily Papers, ¥, D, Coleman to W.R, Aylett,
13 August 1856,

Uiry)ett Femily Papers, J. C. S. Fitzpatrick £o We Re
Aylett, L August 1859,

5a
ylett Pamily Papers, P, He Aylett to W, R, Aylett
3 July 1859. Pt - AYRORRe
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the legal profession also, in 1860 he was appointed by
President James Buchansn to the position of Federal District
Attorney for the Eastern District of virginla.u6 In addi-
tion, ho served on the Board of Visitors for the United
States Military Academy, and the University of Virginin.u7
By the time of the Clvil War,Patrick Henry Aylett was in-
fluential in Virginiats legal and politicel osircles,

The year 1860 was an important one for William R,
Aylett because of three events, The first was his engagement
to Alice Roamne Brockenbrough and their marriage in July of
18.'5(’:().""8 Their correspondence indicates & great reluctence
on the part cof Allce to commit herself to marrisge., vhen
she wrote to Aylett in Janusry of 1860 that she had not‘
told her mother of thsir engapement or asked her parents perw
mission to marry, he was smused snd called it "a touch of
modern female delicaoy™ in his raturn lettar.h9 However, as
the months passed and she still had not received her family's
approval Aylett sent her an angry ten page letter, in which
he admonished her: |

U6ayiett Fanlly Papers, ©. He Aylett to W. R. Aylett,
22 January 1860,

h7‘Barringem et. al,, Unlversity of Virginia, p. 379.

hanylett Fanily Blble (M3, 4in Virginia Hiatoriocsl
Soclety). ’

ugAylatt Panlly Papers, iwe Ko Aylott to Allice K.
Brockanbrough, 25 January 1860, '
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You are, my dear, of lesgal age and compotent intel-

ligence to decide and act in reference to this act

for yourself, I cannot consent to the indefinlte

postponement of our marriasge in order that your

family may take the time to try the question of my

Banity ¢« « o (That) . » . would require me, ss a

man of honor and aelfssaspact to ask for & ralease

from this engagement.
The approval from the Brogkenbrough family was announced
immediately and a June wedding was plnnncd.51

The wedding had to be postponed for one month as his
mother, Judith P, Aylett died unexpectedly on lMay 10, 1860
in Selms, Alsbama.>2 She had gone to Alsbama earlier in
the year to visit her daughtgp. Mra, Pe W, Cabell and her
son=in-law, Dr. P. He Cabell} and Aylett had acocompanied
her thers returning to Virginia in April, At the death of
his mother William declded not to go to Alabama for the
funeral, but to go latsr and bring her body back to
Virginia,53
The death of Mrs. Aylett prompted a decision by

Patrick Henmry to 8ell his share of the plantation which
he had inherited from the sstate which was dissolved at

that tima.su Heo stated that the farm was "not & godad

5°Aylott Femily Pagera, We Re Aylatt to Alice R,
‘Broockenbrough, 10 Hay 1860,

SlAylott Pamily Papers, Allce R. Brockenbrough to
We R.Aylett, 13 Hay 1860,

52Aylett Fanily Pm ers, Patrick Henry Cabell to
We Re Aylett, 9 MHay 1860,

s3
A tt Pamily Pspers, ¥, R. Aylett to P Aylett
20 Hay 1506, |7 PEPOFS, We R. Aylett to P. H. Ajlett,

sl P p '
12 Julyﬁiéggf amily Papera, P, H, Aylett to W, R, Aylatt,



investment” and that he wanted to sell "his portion" and
"to hire out the negroea.“ss As exaecutor of the astate,
Patrick Henry hed already sold the family's grain mill and
distributad:tha'procaedu to the family.56 On the matter
of the plantation property it was agresd to continue the
sxiating arrangsment of shared ownership by the two
. brothers through the year 1861, with william agreeing to
buy his brotherts share in 186257 Tme sale never took
place, a3 by the spring of 1862 Union farces wers in cone
trol of King Willlam County,and William Aylett was serving
in the Army of Northern Virginla as a company commander,
After the property of the estets had been settled
Aylett was free to marry. On July 31, 1860 he engaged
Andrew-Fiaher, a locel minister, and the wedding took
plaoo.ga Apparently the nogotiastions over the plantation
had resulted in much family enmity and his brother, Patrick
Henry, who was in Richmond and only sixty mlles away, did
not attend the wedding.>? The father of the bride,

55 rp1d.
551114,
5T1b1d.

saAylatt Family Papers, W, R, Aylett to Andrau Pishor,
receipt, 31 July 1860.

5%ylett Pamily Papers, imily Rutherford Aylett to
¥. R, Aylett, 10 August 1860,
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William F. Brockenbrough, sent a note to Aylett in December,
1860, "The negroas at Belleville /Brockenbrough fnmily home/
woero divided yosterday.'and you got & good lot."éo He also
asked Aylett to take a negro slave with him to Alebama
because they "were not selling well in Ri&hmond.”él
Prior to his trip to the deep South, Aylett had received

& letter from his brother-in-law, Dr. ?, H. Cabell who told
of tha secesslonist fever in slabama at thet time:

‘mere i8 no doubt that Alabama will secede &z soon

a8 her convention meats, There i3 hardly a man who

wants to stay in the Union, who dares to say 80 + ¢

We are resolved to do so (secede) come peace or war,

rather than subg&h to that Lincoln and 2 free nigger

Vice Presidsnt,
Aylett's feslings correaponded with those of his brothar-ine
law, for while he was in Alabams he hed publiocly pranised
that he would sell his property, and take his slaves South
if Virginie remained in the Union.®3 Aylett had intended
to run a8 8 oandidate for the Virginie Secession Convention

of 1861, but he returned from Alabama too late,bu ard

6°Aylett Family Paporaééwxlliam ¥, Brockenbrough to

W, R, Aylett, 28 Decermber 1860.
11p1a,

62)y1ett Panily Papers, Fatrick lenry Cabell to We Re
Aylett, 2 December 1860,

63Aylott Pamily Papers, John T, Coloman to W. R,
Aylett, 28 Pebruary, 1861.

6thld.
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FPeandall Gregory reprosented King Williem County at #the
convantion.§5

Aylett's brother, Henry, was also & strong secesslionist
and after a short trip to New York in March of 1861, he
"stopped in Wnahington for the inauguration of President
Abrahanm Linsoln, He wrote to Aylett of Lincoln's insugural
address,” it breathes fire and brimstone, and may bring even
the convention to its senses~-but of that I am doubbful."66

when Virginia dia aocedé from the Union in April, 1865,
Patrick Henry Aylett was again in New York, this time he
was selling the family jewelry; and he sent back to wWilliam
"two elemantary works on tactics, one by~ﬂardeé.“67 In
this seme lotter he commonted on Willlam's plan for forming
a company of voluntesrs in King ¥Williem County, "I think
you sre very right not to think of general duty in the
militia. Companies for the home defense are as expertise
a8 the militia. « » 568 _

Two weaks sfter this letter, William R. Ayleott entered
military service as captain and company. commander on the
side of the Confederacy, With this aot one phase of his

1life ceme to a close, and another more ﬁiolenb ons bagan,

b5swem and Willlems, (eds.), Reglster of the Virginia
uem’olz. Pe 21.]-8.

66
Aylett Family rapers, P, H. Aylett to We. Re Aylott.

u Merch 1861,

67,
Aylatt Family Papers, P, He Aylott to W. R. Avlat
28 April 136 ¥ Papers, o Ay . Jlett,

6811316.

7



CHAPTER 1V

CIVIL WAR FERIOD

On the morning of April 12, 1861, the guns at
Charleston opened fire on Ft. Sumterj one week later, the
Virginis State Convention adopted its ordinance of seces-
sion; and one month later, on May 12, 1861, the men of King
william County offered thelr services to the GGVanor.l
William Roane Aylett was elected Captain of the company,
and he drew up the "Company Declaration" which was submit-
ted to CGovernor John'Letcher.a It stated, "We the
undersigned. . « «s pledge ourselves to abide by all needful
rules, and regulations, which shall dbe adopted for the
govermment of the company, by a majority of its members."3
Although the strength of & company was orp hundred men with
officers, the Taylor Gray's had only fifty-{our man!* The

laylett Pemily Papsrs, W. R, Aylett and 53 men of
Taylor Grays Company to Governor John Letcher, 12 May 1861,

2Ay1ett Family Papers, Document, Declaration and List
of Taylor Graya Company (draft) undated,

3mia,

gAylett Family Papers, We. R, Aylett and 53 men of
Taylor Grays Company to Governor John Letecher, 12 May 1861.

Ll
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company was accepted, outfitted, and sent to the city of
Wast Point in the scuthern end of King wiiliam County to
start {ts training., It was at West Point that an inexperi-
enced company captain, Aylett, wrote directly to the highest
Virginie commander, Goneral Robert ©, Lee, doncerning the
rifles his company had been 1ssued by the Quarternmaster at
Richmond.® Aylett reported that his company had received
flintlook muskets, and that many of them were unserviceable.
He proposed that if Lee could arrange for the Taylor Grays
company to get modern rifles, he, Ayiatt. would send the
flintlocks to another newly formed company down on the lower
peninsula. 7The signature affixed to the letter read, "very
reapectfully your obedlent servant, Wu. R Aylott,“6 and it
had no connotatlion of rank, or any designation. There is
no indication that Ceneral Lee accepted Aylett!s suggestion,
or even replied to the latter,

During this period Aylett's brother, Patrick Henry, waa
in Richmond and wrote to him, "there are ten~thousand volun-
teers without srms"™ in the city, and he sdvised that there
was "no possibility of getting arms at this time for
equipping a eompany.”7 It 1a interesting that in this same

5Aylott Family Papers, William R, Aylott to Hajor
General Robert E. Lee, 27 liay 1861.

61v14,

Zaylett Pamily Papers, Patrick Hemry Aylett to
william R. Aylett, 25 May 1861.



letter, Patrick Henry advises his brother to "make yowr
gorn orop as lsrge as possible this jéar 88 goods were
soarce in Ridhm@nd.”s Earlier in the year he had advised
¥William, "Do not fall into the error of keeplng too many
slaves, bring the excess to Richmond as they are hiring
well thero”9 Throughout the war their correspondence
centered on the plantation, pariicularly as the scarcity
problem grew moroe severe in Richmord,

The problem of outfitting the local volunteer company
was solved by a special King Willlam County levy of five
thousand dollars, which was a proportional tax based on the
amount of property an individual held in the ooun&y.lo
Aylett collected the taxses from the men in the Taylor Gray's
Company, most of whom pald one dollar, although Aylett was
requirsd to pay thirty~five dollars and ninety five cants.ll
He then arranged for the company uniforms to be made in

Richmond,

8ro1a.
qnglett Pemily Papers, Patrick Honry Aylett to W. Re
Aylett, 5 Jarmuary 1861,

10 Aylett Family Papers, list of taxes collected fron
gsgagf Taylor Gray's Company by William Roana Aylett, une
a ™

11
Ibid.
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vhile at West Point in training with his company,
Aylett used his man-servant, "Bob," who was & slave from
the plantation, tc ocarry his letters to and from Hontville,
"Bob"remained with him throughout the war, and in his
lettors home he often niada reference to the slave's loyalty
end to the respect he had for him. In June of 1862, Aylett's
company was in the midat of a skirmish when "Bob" arrived at
camp with some personal suppliss that Aylett had bought in
Richmond. Aylett reported that, "Bob was pretty active in
the fight," and added that the slave had him write a letter
home, "in which he /Bob/ recounted many hair-breathed
escapez.""?' The practice of including news from one slave
to another in lettera written by his wife or himself, was
common throughout the war,

Both his and his wife's attitude toward the negro slaves
reflected a management-labor philosophy which was more
paternalistic then capitalistic in practice. Both seemed
to assoclate the concept of a negro race with Inferiority,
and in their correspondence they made no attempt to mask
their opinions, Early in the war Aylett wrots to his wife
that, "Genersl Fagruder's after slaves in King Williem
County again, to work on fortifications »" and he indlcated
that of their slaves, "Jos, from his acquired knoyle'dgo of

12)y1ett Pamily Papers, William R. Aylett to Alice B.
Aylett (wife), 10 June 1862,
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how to take care of himsslf will have to be sent."*> As the
war progressed his wife, Alice had to contend with growing
discontent among their slaves. In July, 1863 after the ‘
battle at Gettysburg, she wrote that the servants at Monte
ville were "lazy," and also were "pretending to be siok,”
apd she concluded, "that I am out of patience with them as
a raoe.“lu Undoubtedly one reason for this attitude was
the receipt of a lstter from the State of Virginia explain-
ing that a slave of the Aylett's, ono"Rlohard;'hnd been hung
ip Henrico County at the diraction of the Governor.ls A
valuation of #1800 was placed on the elava.16

But Alice Aylett's harsh feoling sbout the slaves did
not last, for just one month later she includsd at the end

of & letter, a humorous note from one of the slaves, which

13Aylett Family Papers, William R, Avlett to Alice B.
Aylett, 25 February 1862. MNajor General J., B. Magruder
(1807«1871) was in commend of Yorktown at this time and
often would send into the neardy counties to get slaves to

work cn fortifiocations, See D, S. Freeman, Lee's Lisutenants,
A Study in Command (3 volumes, New York: C Scribner & Sons,
Ib 13 PPe iEE'lSl-

luﬁylatt Familz Papers, Allice B. Aylett to wWilliam R,
Aylebt. JuIYp 3

lsaylett Family Papers, Ceorge W. Munford, secretagz
the Commonweazlth of Virginlia to W, R, Aylett, July 9, 1863,

16Ibid.
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read, "Tina says, I must send her love and tell you that you
must come over here to see ma, and that she has a blg swamp
for you snd Brother H. /Henry/ to hide in should Yankees
come."t7 1In Dacember, 1862 just prior to the Battle of
Fredrickaburg, Aylett wrote a short letter home oommenting
that he had heard of the death of ons of his slave's children
on another plantation, and he commented, "I do feel for old
Sam and his family more than words can axprean."le

In a war in which the abolition of the institution of
slavery ﬁas a very real issue, the rumor,or the possiblility
that free NHegro Union troops might be in tho countryside
caused the old fears of racism to be restated. In June,
1863, Aylett's wife wrote him concerning the looal excitement
of a rumor that a Union nagro regiment was being readied to
conduct raids into King Willlam County. Aylett commentsd in
reply, "as to & negro regiment being at Yorktown, I dont't
believe & word of it--and 1if so, it need not excite any
additionsl alarm, for negro regts. (sic.) are officered by
Yankes Whites, and if they were not I dontt think they'd
conduct cruel war any worse than the Yankees,"l1? At the

end of the war, when Aylett signed the oath of amnesty, he

1zﬁylett Family Papers, Allce B, Ayvlett to Williem R,
Aylett, 17 August 1863.

18)710tt Family Papers, William R. Ayletts to Alice B.
Aylett6 3 Decamber, 1862,

Aylett Family Papers, William R. Aylett to Alice B..
Aylett, 23 June 1863,
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sccepted the abolition of alavery.zo

For the first eight months of the company's existence
from May 1861 to December 1861, it remained at West Point
and was involved in only a few ninor skinmiahea.al In
December, 1861, it and three other companies were incorpos:
rated into the 53rd Virginia Regiment, whioch was pleaced
under the command of Brigadler General Benjamin Huger.za
From this date until August, 1862, Ayleﬁt saerved as Captain
and cormmander of the compang.a3 liis correspondence during
this time to his wife and brother conteln very few accounts
- of military svents, His company was involved in only ﬁhréo
light skirmishes, and in the Battle of Seven Pines, June 1,
1862, fought near Richmond, He indicated that war on the
company level waz infrequent, and brief., Early in July,
1861, Aylstt wrote, "our troops had & little skirmish with

the enemy . « » day bafore yanterdhy“ and "the Yankee

20501 0tt Pamily Papers, Willlam K. Aylett to Rosalle
Page Sampson (sister), 10 June 1865, Aylett was in Federal
Prison, Johnson's Island, Ohilo where he was taken after
:gégg captured at the Battle of Sayler's Cresek, April 6,

1 . ,
‘ e Aylett Femily Papers, William R, Aylett to Alice B,
Aylett, 3 December 1862, ,

2200onfederate Records, 53rd Virginia Regiment, (Fhotoe
static copy in Virginia Stete Library), Book 6, pe 2+ The
muster roll states that the S$ird Virginis Regiment was
"organized in December, 1861, by the consolidation of
Hontague's and Tomlin's /Aylett's/ Battallons. o+ & "

ZBIbid.. Book 6. Pe 2e
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prisoners , « « are the hest_and most respectabls looking
gset I have maen."aL In October, he wrote about the nature.
of war snd the amount of actual fighting versué the reports
of false rumors which spread throughout the countryside.
He related how "the other day our eompany was out for rifie
testing, and by night-fall the ruhor had«-that both forces
had attacked, and we won, but suffered heavy loeaea.“as
During General Georgs MoClellants Peninsular Campalgn,

the mail service was interrupted becauss of the large Union
force between Richmond and King Willlam County, and only
one letter remains for the period from lay to September,
1862, That letter 18 important however, because 1f was
written from camp near Richmond, & few days followlrg the
Battle of Seven Pines, and glves an indlcation of the battle
from one company commandert's viewpoint,

The results of the last battle were 3 kllled, 30 odd

wounded, and 4 or 5 missing,  and, the fight was in

the woods and swamps, soc thick that the hostile

forces could nnt see each other . « + snough to do

good shooting. My upper lip was grazed slightly by

& ball , « « Which I did not thigg of sufficient

consaguence to write you befors,

In Kay, 1862, the one year enlistment term of the men

_in the Taylor Orsys Company expired, and most of the men

2iaylett Family Papers, Willlan R. Aylett to Alics B.
Aylett, 15 July 1861,

25Ayleﬁt Family Papaers, William R, Aylett to Alice B,
Aylett, 20 October 1861,

26Ay1ett Family Papers, illiem R, Aylott to wife,
10 June 1862.
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ro-enl\iated for the duration of the wa‘r;27 but, this tinme
they enlisted in Company D, 53rd Virginia Regiment,
Armisteadts Brigede, Plckett's Division, Longstreett's First
Corps, of the Army of Northern Virginia.ga Aylett was ro-
elected as Captaln of the Gompany.zg
In October, 1862, Aylett was promoted to Ea,jor,” and
he was gilven tampomry comuand of the rogiment while the
regular commender, Major Earrison:"i'amlinn was on 1anvo.32
The amount of information abdub the regimsnt, and the war
‘increased substantially in his lotters. He descrn_:od a

- skirmish near Winchester during Leet's first Northern
campalgn:

2TAylett Family Papers, Willlam R.Aylett to Patrick
Henry Aylett, 20 May 1862,

laeconradarato Records, S3rd Virginia Regiment, Book 6,
Pe i

291p14,

30nyrett Panily Papers, Promotion Orders, signed by
George W, fiandolph, Seoratary of War, 10 October 1862,

nnmiscn B. Tomlin was appointed Kajor on Mey 3,
1861 and served as commander of Aylett's company and one
other until his promotion in September 1862, Confedorate
Records, 53rd Virginia Regiment, Book 6, p. 1.

2
3 Aylett Family Papers, William R. Aylett to wife,

20 Ootober 1862,
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The ensmy it seems, sseing the fire from a house

which was burning sccidentally, took it into thelr

heads that we werse retreating. Hence, they ade

vanced rapidly to the town, but finding « « « that

our army was whers it has dbeen all the time, and

ready for them, ggey went back more rapidly than

they cand, + o «
In ¥ovember, he wrote about “heavy cannonading," and he
deseribed another angagemant.3u During this period the
mall to and from the army wes infrequant, so Avlett and his
wife began numbering their letters, In one letter, she
declared that she had written every mall, "except ons, end
that day we had no meil, as the stage driver was cone
soripted.“3s ,

On the third of December, 1862, just prior to the
Battle of Fredrisksburg, Aylett wrote s letter to his wife
in which he mentioned General Jackson and General Lee for
the first time««in his personal corrsspondence. After he
cautioned her not to read the letter to anyone, he
~described their positions, end conmented that, "Genersl
Les 18 exceedingdy desirous they /Unlon forces/ should
cross, /the Rappshannock Rivar/, and is confident of being

able to give them the worat beating they have had."36 The

3114,

BuAylett Fanily Papers, Alice B. Aylett to W. R.
Avlett, 11 Novamber 1862,

35Aylett Femily Papers, Alice B. Aylett to We Re
Aylett, 3 November 1862,

36av10tt 7
3 pecenbia®thc 511y Papers, W. R, Aylett to wife,
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Army of Northern Virginia ten days later on Decembaer 13,
1862, docisively dofeated a Union Army led by General
Burnaide.37 Two weeks later on Chriastmas Day, 1862, his
wife visited camp and stayed with him for sbout a waek.38
Aylett wanted to returﬁ home with her snd applied for a
furlough to go to Montville to attend to business, and to
seo his first echild, Sallie, who had been born in October
\of the previous yaar.39 Late in Janusry, when he still had
not received approval, hs wrote to her, "I am still dis-
couraged and disheartened at not hearing from my spplication
_for furlough 4 + « General Lee is retaining them while he
can learn more of the intentions of the enomy:ho In this
same lettsr he included a sardonic corment about the
soldiers life in general, "I return the vaccine you sent
me, there 1s no use my lying about it, as I have repeatedly
bean vacainated lately, dbut uithcut‘effect."ul Sgortly

thereafter, he was granted leave,

BzFraaman, Las's Lieutenants, II, pp. 359-368.

36Thara exists no record of her visit, but in their
correspondence both Aylett and his wife make mention of
the trip and the duration of the stay.

39Ay19bt Family Papers, Aylett Family Bible,

hQAylatt FPamlly Papers, W. R.aylott to wife,
25 Jamuary 1863,

h1Ibid.
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In March, 1863, he was promoted to Lt. Colonels  and

in April, when the Cormmander of the 53rd Regiment, Colonel
John Grammer, Jr.,; resigned his aammisaioh,u3 Aylett became
one of the candidates for the position. He wrote hame
"01d Armistead wants me to be Col. (#ic.) of the Reg. (8i0.)
and 13 going to examine me for thas position, He thinka I
will pasa.“hh He passed, and was glven sormand of the
L5

In the next two months the Army of Northern Virginias
was involved in fightiang in the Shenandoah Valley, and in

rogiment and recommended for the position of Colonel.

proparation‘ror Leots Second Northern Oampaign.hé cn
June 23, 1863, Aylett hurriedly wrote a short letter home
explaining, "Ws have orders to move at 3 A.. tomorrow

morning with 3 days cooked rations in our haversacks, I

2 hEConreaarate Records, 53rd Virpinia Regiment, Book 6,
Pe <o

uBGolonnl John Grammer, Jr. enlisted in September,
1862, in the rank of major and was promoted to Lt. Colonel
in October 1862, He resigned in April, 1863, See Con-
federate Rooorda, 53rd Virpginia Regiment, Book 6, p. 2l.
. uhhg%att Family Papers, W. R, Aylett to wife,
271"1&31 3.

hsconrederata Reoords, S3rd Virginia Regiment, Book 6,
Ps 2o '

hb?or a deseription of the sctivity within the Army of
Northern Virginia during this two month periocd see Freeman,
Leot!s Lisutenants, II, ppe. 683=71l, and ITI, pPp. 2050,
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don't reckon we shall stop short of Pennsylvania. Ewell
is already thare."u7 He wont on to reveal his feelings
about the approaching invasion, "I don't apprehend any mors .
ralds in the home country,~-Ganl. Lee 18 going to give the
scoundrels too much to do near thelr own hpmes."ua In the
next peragraph he expressed clearly the emotionaliam of his
men, and the difficult situation he, as commander, was faced
with,
I have just ordersd several btoxes of nmatches and mean
. to-make the front of my regt. (sic.)=-2 smoking ruine
-orders or no ordersee-enl, lLee may order privete
property respascted, but I don't mean to obay, and the
army will not. Iy men shall take . . . waat they
please, but it will be done aﬁgording to my orders,
in a aystematic, regular way.
Kilitary historians report that the damage to the countryside
was not great,so_so Aylettts letter may have been a boast,.
However, thils researcher feels that the letter probably re-
flected the feelings of the men of the Army and its lower
commendars better than conclusions drawn from statistics of
damapge.
Gattysburg, and the disaster which ceme on the third
day of battle when the men of General Csorpe B, Plckett's

Division charged across an open fleld toward Seminary Ridge,

1863 hTA}{tht Family Papers,W, R, Aylett to wife, 23 June

481154,
Wrpia,
50

Freeman, Lse's Lisutenants, III, p. 205,
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lay shead, 1In the battle, the men of Pickettts Diviaion
were cut down so decisively that svery field and general
officer in the charge, except one were either killed or.
wounded.s 1 Aylett was wounded paverely in the head ;52
but, 4n Richmond, four newspspers reported that he had
been killed.”>

In a long letter to him, two wesks after the battle, |
his brother, Patrick Hemry, related how he had received
word of his being alive, and had "sent a messenger to
Alice," and that, "he got there a day ashead of the county
edition of the four papers, which announced your “death,"
or "mortal waund.”su In the same letter his brother wrote
that he had heard that Armistead was dead,55 and that the

51?31'& Je Warner, Oenserals in Gra (Baﬁon Rou
v} : 8’,
Loulsiana State Univex"sfty Proeas, 4959«)s Pe 239.

28§2Tyier, R4, Enoyolopedis of Virgints Biography, Vs
Pe Y

53A31aet Pantly Papers, Patriok Henry Aylets o W R
Aylett, 21 July 1863,

Shrpia,

5 SBrig.-Gonaral Lewia Addison Armistead wes ons of

Leats best brigade commanders, e diad July 3, 1863,
in the Battle of Gettysburg in Pilokettts Charge, but not
until he and his men had scaled the stone wall on
Seminary Ridge and had driven the Union gunnars back,
Armistead fell mortally wounded with his hand on & Union
cannon. Warner, Cenerals in Oray, p. 12.
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new commander should be made a Brigddiar~canara1.56. Also,
"he knew Pres. Davis, end Sec. of War Seddon well," and,
"the recommendation of the Division Commander carrles great
 welght in most mattors§'§nd I hear that Plckett likes
you.“57 However, the recommendation from General Pickett
was not forthoomingy and, in his report to Les, Pickett
blamed his lower commander for the dofsat?sand &8s a raault
Aylott was never recommended for an advanced position. '

On the return trip to Virginis from Pennsylvania, .
Aylett was with the wagon train thatlcarried the Confederate
wounded, This wagon train was 8 lengtﬁy one, stretching out
for seventeen miles and taking thirty-four hours to pass &
given point.59 It was commanded by General John D. Ime

boden.6° Along the road through Meryland the Confederats

5 lete Family Papers, Patrick Henry Aylestt to W. R,
Aylett. 21 July 1863.

5T1b1a,
58Freoman, Lee's Lieutenants, IV, 123 Lililye
59

Robert Underwood Johnson and Glarence C, Buel,
Battles and Leadors of the Civil War (4 volumes, New

York: The Century Company, 18084), IIIs pe L423.

6oIbid.
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wagon train was attacked by local oitizens, many of whom
wera captured and internsd as prisqnaba of war.bl on
July 7, at Williamsport, Maryland the Confaderate wagons
were attacked by a Union forece of about aevaﬁ thousand
man,ba Aylett was pub in charge of & group of wounded line
officers, teansters, and oamm&aaariqa.63 In the battle
that followed Aylstt fought well, and received a letter of
commendation from Gen, Imbodon.éu The Union force was re-
pelled, and the wagon train prooceeded to Virginia,
FPollowing the battle at Gettysburg, a mood of defeatism
and depression seams to have affscted the civilian populs-
tion in Virginia, Hies wife, Alice, wrots a long d&presalng
letter to him, dated 21 July 1863, in which she said she
was "distressed at so many soldliers dying at Gettysburg,”
and she commented, "Everyone intends leaving this neighbore
hood, as it seems to be the penaral impression that this
country will be overrun with Yankees before this war is

cloaads"ﬁs One month later, the Union forces made a raid

6lclq§tcn.Ma1cam Thomas, III, "The ¥ilitary Career of
John D. Imboden," pablished MA Thesis, University of

Virginia, 1964), pe 11hL.
623bhnaon and Buel, ed., Battles and Loaders;InL”h26.

63Ibid

6hcunredorate Reoords, 53rd Virginis Ragimant. Col. Wm,
Aylett Polder.

65Ay1att Fam}ii Pa ers, Alica B, Aylett to william
Roane Aylett, 21
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into King willlan counby.66 A raiding party came to Monte
ville, and his wife reported the dammage to him, "our only
heavy 1losses are the negroes, who went voluntarily before
they even saw the Yankoaa."67 These ralds continued as the
war progressed and although statistics on property loases are
not available, Aylett himself wrote in June of 186, ™I have
lost nearly sll of my prdparty at the hands of the anamy."ba
From July, 1863 to January, 186k, Aylet:t was not
involved in any major fighting, and, since King ¥William
County was in control of Union forces during much of this
pariod, there were vory few letters between Aylett and hias
wife. lost of thase letters were wriftan in & cross-
checkered manner which were designed to get through
unsuspecting Union guards, The qudlity of paper usad in
these letters deteriorates markedly dwring this period also.

660n August 6, 1863, a Union force of about 400 men,
under the command of Lt. Colonel C, Carroll Trevis, Fourth
Delaware Infantry, entered King wWilliam County and seized
the town of Aylett, Virginia., Im his report Trevis raecorded
that "a very large gristemill balonging to Colonel Aylett,
of the Rebel Army « « « wWas burned.” The War of the
Rebellion: A Compllation of the Official Records of the
Union snd Confederate Armlss (123 volumes, washington;
United Stetes Govermment Frinting 0ffics, 1880.1901),
- Serles I, Vol, 27. rart 2, pe 779

67Ay1ett Familg6Papora, Alice B, Aylett to W, R,
Aylett, 25 August 1

68)y1ett Pamily Pepers,William R. Aylett to ¥illiem R.
Sampson (brother-in~law), L} June 186k,
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For the last fourtaesn months of the war, Aylett aserved
88 commander of the 53rd Virginia Raaimont:.69 in a Brigesde
commanded by Brigadier Genoral Soth H. Barton.'C The
Brigade was one of four that made up & Divislon shioh was led
by Hajor Gimaml Robert Ranson, Jr..n vhich was under the
ovérall command of Genersl Pickstt.n This combination of
commanders was not harmonious, and the friction between them
led to two incidents, one of which resulted in General
Bartonts trial for nourt:-martial.n Aylett considered that
the two incldents involved him personally, and in one he

felt his honor es a soldler and a8 man were questioned.

69Conrederata Records, 53rd Virginia Regiment, (Kioroe
£ilm, Virginis State Librery), Aylett Folder.

7°Br!.g. General Seth Maxwell Barton (1829-1%00) served
with Stonewall Jackson in 1861-1062 winter campaignj with
Pemberton at Vicksburg where he was oaptured, paroled and
exchangeds and early in 186l he was given command of
Armistead's old Brigade of Pickett'!s Division. Warner,
Generals in Gray, p. 18.

71Major Goneral Robert Ransom, Jr. (1828«1892) was &
Wost Point graduate, who resigned his commission in 1861
to anter the CS5A. He served with North Carolinats forces
in the Seven Days Battle, lMarylend oampaign, and in minor
posts in Virginia, before he was plaeed in commend of
Pickettts old Division. Warner, Generals in Gray, p. 253.

2 .
7 official Records, Series I, vol. 33, p. 87.
73 "

0fficial Records, Series I, vol. 36, pe. 225.
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The first incldent concerned a raid to Hew Bern, ﬂorﬁh
Caroline, which General Pilckett organized and planned; bub
which was not successful because Bartont's Brigade did not
attack according to the plan.7h Plokett ordered a Board of
Enquiry,75 and Aylett was called to testify.76 In & letter
to his wife, Aylaott explained the incident, "The blunder
he o « o /Barton/ « o o committed was not in not attacking
the place, but in allowing himself to be deceived as to its
strength, He was antirely too sangulne, and believed too
readily what was told him 77 Aylett remarked as to the
possible outooms of the case, "I should not wonder if I was
not in command of the Brigade at anytima,“78 and he cautioned
her to be silent about this information., Barton was censured, |
but was reteined in command,!’ as Aylett testified that

Bartonts judgment not to asttack was carrecb.ao

‘ 7“856 Plokattt's account and his coriticism of Barton in
nffioial Records, Series I, vol., 33, ppe 92«94 mnd Bartont's
reply end defense, Ibid., pe 97.

T51b1d., p. 1000,

76Aylatt Family Papers, W. R, to wife, 21 February 186},

MTmia,

81014,

%arner, Generals in Gray, p. 18.

80
Aylett Fanily Papers, W. R« Aylett to wife
21 FPebruary 186l4. ’ ’
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In Hay, 1864, the corps was opersting in the Richmond-
Petersburg area, and Ransom's Division moved to & position
Juat South of Drewryt!s Bluff, near Hopewell, Virginiaoal‘
On the 1lth of May, they wers involved in a "very severe
fight," Aylett recorded, and "my Regt. (sic.) was right in
thae thick of the fight.“az He wont on; "we went out to see
what the enemy was about, and finding they waere in great
force, our reconnalsgance became a right."83 He added,
"The Regt. lost 4O mon killed, but we killed sbout 3 to one

w8

On the battlefield, Major General Ranaom reliaved
Brigadier General Barton from command of his brigade,’> ana

of the Yankees,

oL o
official Records, Series I, vol, 36, p. 223,

Bszlatt Family Papera, W. R. Aylett to wife,

11l May 1861& »
83

8

Ibid,
Ibid.

850fr1e1a1 Records, Series I, vol, 36, p. 218,
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8
appointed a Colonel B. D, Fryab to head the unit, ? In his

report, General Ransom stated that General Barton and the
regimental commanders were "inattentive" in oarrying out
thelr az‘dara.ea In reply, on the night of the battle,
Aylett and the other four regimental commanders of the
Br1336089

Ad Jutant Genersal , Hasdquarters Depariment, Riochmond in which

wrote an officlal letter to General S, Cooper,

they statedy

We the undersi{gned officers of this brigade have the
honor to ask that Brig. Genl. S. M. Barton bs restored
to the command of which he was to«day rolieved, « « »
We gcannot but believe that his ramoval , 3¢ ia the
result of a misconception of facts, « + »

General Cooper ordered an investigation of the 1ncident.91

86Brig. General B, D, Fry (1822+1891) was educated at
VHI, and was appointed as a colonel in the 13th Alabama
Infantry whean the war broke out, He was wounded soveral
times, and at the time of this incldent he was in ocommand
gf a roarégrigada. Gracie's Brigade., Warner, Generals in
Y87 s Do . o

87orr1e1a1 Records, Series I, vol, 36
. Pe 218
gpecinl Orders dEEEE"II.May 186&,’algned b§ ¥aj. Gen. R.
ansom.

BB,Ib_i,_d_-n PPe 223«22l,

agTha four other regimental cormanders were: GCol.
~Jas, Je Philips, 9th Virginia Infantry; Gol. C. Re Fontaine,
S7th Virginia Regiment; Captain George V. Griggs, 38th
Virginia Regiment, Col. W, M. White, 1lith Virginia Regiment,
Ibido’ Pe 219.

PO1b1d., ppe 218-220.
gllbido, ps 220,
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Aylett was especially incensed at Jenl. Ransom's
appointment of Col, Fry to head the brigads, and on the
30th of June, 1855, he wrote another official letter to-
Adj. General Cooper, stating, "I respectfully submit that
such an action 4s unususl, and to me as Senior Colonel of
the Brigade was unjust and unoalled for."’> Aylett inoluded
testimonials to his ability from two Confederate Generals,
Pickett and Imhoden.93 A reply axplained that no action
would be taken untlil General Barton's case oame up for
sourt-msrtial trial,’® The officers and men of the Brigade
would not let the Drewry's Bluff inoident dle, and on
August 22, 186}, they initiated another letter, this time
to President Jeffarson Davis, in whilch they tried to expedite

9 This letter was indorsed by

action in the Barton casa,
Aylett vwho was serving as acting commander of the brigade,
and he included a bitter challenge to Kajor Gaﬁeral Ranson,
"£o tell the truth and not to question the ability of

officers and men furthar.”gs This correspondence went to

92gontederate Reocords, 53rd Virginia Regiment, Aylett
Folder.

B4,
%Ibid .
950ff101a1 Records, Series I, vol. 36, ppe 227-228.

961‘016.. Pe 228,



Pilckett, Les, Secretary of War Campbell, and Presldent Davis
with the result that the brigade was dent & new ccmmnnder.97
Brig.-Coneral George H,. 3tewnrt,98 vho remained with the unit
until the end of the war.

From this point forward, Aylett seemed to rely on the
men of the regiment for support, and he finished out the war
a8 & loyal but cunambitious regimental commander, His
corraspondence to his wife became more depressed, as the
war progrossed. He wrote of learning of "the visitation of
Yankes thieves and barbarians® to King William County, and
that he wanted to help but, "at this juncture, severed as
all our lines of communication are, deprived as we are of
all power of locomotion by the loss of all horses, the
questlion is how to go anyuhefavloo He continued, "and
the next question is shere to go--for no portlon of the

2101

sountry seems to be secure from the raida. By Decembar,

97orfioia1 Records, Series I, vol. 36, pe 229, This
solution was suggested by Lee who seemod unaware of the
sntire incident.

988rig. Genersl George %, Stewart (13828-1903) was from
Maryland, and served throughout the war in the Army of
Northern Virginia., Prior to this time he had served at
-First Kanassas, in Ewell's Valley Campalpgn, at Gettysburg,
and in the Virpginie Campalgn that followed. Ironically, he
was captured d4n 1l May 1864 the sesme cday that the abortive
Drewry'!s Blurf attack took place by the unit he was sent ¢to
cormand six months later. Warner, Generals in Oray, p. 290,

Fm1a,
1°°Aylebt Family Papers, W. R.Aylett to wife, 30 June

101144,

1861
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186l, he uas drawing on his basck pay and sending it home
" to her to help pay for 8uppliaa-1°2

Ih March, 1865, Aylett reported ina letter home, the
Army was "on the move,"and that,"Hichmond cennot be neld,n103
In this last letter befors he was capturod st the Pattle of
Sayler's Creek, April 6, 1865, Aylett wrote a poignant line
to his wife, "ir éﬁhﬁy'uarg7'aepnraead by mail, fall back
on 1ovo.“1°h Three days later Lee surrendered, and the
Army of Northern Virginia disbanded, a defeatad army.

once capbtured, Aylett was taken firat to 0ld Capitol
Prison in Washington, D, 0..105 and then to Johnson's
Islend, dhio,lc& whers & large Federal Frison was looated.107
Oon the 20th of April, 1865, he wrote to his wife explaining

that he was & prisoner, and that he had found "a host of

: 1°2Ay1ett Pamily Papers, W. R, Aylett to wife,
27 Devember 186l

1°3Aglabt Fanily Papers, W. R. Aylett to wife,
9 March 1865, ,

10“Ibld.

. 1°5Aylete Family Papers, W. R, Aylett to wife, 20 April
1865, This letter was written fram Federal Prison, Johnaon's
-Island, Ohio and in it he desoribes hia -journey there.

1061y,44,

: l°7Tha officers captured at Sayler's Creek were taken to
the 01d Cepitol Prison, Washington, D.C. GSpeech to Confeder-
ate veterans by W. R, Aylett, undated, Aylett Family Papers.
The enlisted men were probably taken to Point Lookout, Mary-
land, a federal prison depot for distribution to other prisons,
0fflclal Records, Series IX, vol., 3, pp. 10011003,
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108

acquaintances and friends” thers, on the 7th of May, he

wrote to his sister, Pattie W. Cabell, who lived in Selma,
Alabama, that "all the officers hare, mysslf among the

number, ars applylng for the Jath of Amnesty (310.)."109

Hext, he expressed his sentiments teunrd-the defentad
cuass, "The Confederate Govermment is dead--and I recognigze
alleglance as due to the Govt, (2lc.) whioh can proteoct me
and my wife and children in life, liberty and the pursuit
of happinasa."llo Aylett was released from prison duﬁing
the month of July, 1865.111

There 1s no explanation far the lats relense of Colonel
Aylett from prison. By July 5, 1865 there remained only 150
officers as prisoners of war confined at Johnsonts Island,
and the military prisons at Point Lookout, Maryland} Newport
Rewn; Hart's Island, New York; Camp Chase, Ohlo) and Camp
Douglas, Chicago, Illinois had been closed, as all their

losAylett Family Papers,W. R, Aylett to wife,

20 April 1865.
109, 1106t Family Papers, W. R, Aylett to Pattie C.
Cabell (sister), 7 May 1865,

10,14,

111Aylett Family Papers, We Rs Aylott, Johnson's
Island, Ohio to Patrick Henry Aylett, Richmond, Va., 6 July
1865, In this letter he wrote of his impending release
from prison,
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priscners of war had been ralaaaad.na The monthly returns
of U.,S. Prisons 1865 show that all of the remaining prisoners
of war at Johnson's Island Prison were released.in July
1865,113

The war ended in July 1865 for Willlam Roane Aylett,
and he returned to Virginis and to the family home,
Fontwville, to rsbuild the biﬁntabian. Aylett had sccepted
the verdiot of the battlefield when hs signed the Oath of
Amnesty and declared his alleglance to the United States,
Next he would be forced to accept the verdict of economic
reality in the post war reconstruction period that followed.

1120rr1o1a1 Records, Series II, vol. 3, pp. 700-701.
M3m14., p. 1004,




CHAPTER V

WILLIAM ROANE AYLETT=--POST CIVIL WAR PERIOD,
~1865-1900

In July 1865, Aylett returned to Virginis and to his
family home, Montville, in King william County. Farming
again became his primary interest and he trled to featore
the plantation to its former productiﬁity. The size of
the family's landholdings (1920 acrob) had not changed
throughout the war, and the land was still listed as belng
owned by Philip Aylettts estahe.l which meant that it was
divided batween Willlam R, Aylett and his brother Patrick
Henry Aylett. The war years had been lean ones at Konte
ville, as the Ayletts had lost much of their livestock, in
addition to the slavesn that comprised their labor forco.a

Some of the familyt's former slaves were hired back on

a2 monthly basis to serve as laborers for the plantation.3

1King Willism CGounty Land‘Book, 1866,

axing Willlam County Personal Property Record, 1865.
3aylett Family Papers, _williem R. Aylett, Acoount
Book, 1866-1872, entry for April, 1866,

70
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In 1865 and 1866, Aylett paid the froeedmen eight dollars per
month for work in the flelds, while the women were paid.four
dollars a month as damnstica.h In these ysars he msade
monthly entries in his accounting register for the Negroes
in his employment, however, starting in 1868 he had the
freedmen aign contracts at the beginning of sach yoar.s In
that year he had ten of the freedmen under a share cropping
type of contract, and two others, who worked as servants,
under contracts swhich stipulated clothing rather than land.6

The terms of those contracts stipulated two things;
first, that the individual would rent a certein portion of
Aylettts land for one year, the payment to be & ons~half
share of the crop reised on that 1and: and second, that
Aylett as tho lessor had the right to employ the individual
on his famlly's lands whenever he deaired.7 At times this
last provision was not honored by tho freedmen, as they
would make excuses or refuss to work for Aylett when harvest
or planting time canms,

In one instance whan a freedman named Bob refused to
work, Aylett reported in his diary, "I directed him to go on

brbia,, May, 1866,

, SAylett Fauily Papers, William R, Aylett, Diary, 1867-
1869, entry for Jsnuary 2, 1868,

61bid., Jenuary 3, 1868,
Tivid,, January S, 1868,
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pulling /Fodder/ and reminded him of my rights under our
contract and offersd to reed it to him."a Aylett considered
that the fresdman's refusal to work constituted a breach of
contract, bscause he commented the next day, "on my way

to auction /I7 found him /Bob/ pulling fodder and asked
him who he was working for, he said for his shars of the
corn, I told him he was no longer working under contract

n9 One month later

and to give up his land and crop to me.
he noted in the diary, "I have just learned today that Lewis
/Treedmen under contract/ went to Richmond last night with-
out my knowlsdge or consent « . . /this sction/ will result
in a bdbreach of conﬁract.“lo
Often the terms of these contracts would not stipulate
lend but some other item, On January 1, 1868 Aylett noted
that he had "angaged Robert at Nelson's wages, $1.25 per
month and twe suits of my old oclothes per annum--one surmer
and one uintar."ll Aylett also hired children or minors to
work as servants in his home, These children were acquired

by contract on an annual basis, except that their parents

81b14,, August 28, 1868,
9mid., August 29, 1868,
1°Ibid., September 28, 1868,
l1pid,, January 1, 1868,
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would arrange the terms of the contract with Aylett., On
January 5, 1869 Aylett copied this contract into his diary:
'Sam Robinson has hired Margaret, his daughter to Willian
Aylett for ones year for her food and clothing--2 units of
winter olothing, 1 pair of shoes, 2 pair of winter stockings,
and 1 blanket, . « J‘z :

Since Aylett was a lawyer, at times he would draft
legal contracts for the hiring of freedmen., By 1868 the
problem of desertion by the Negroes had become a serious
one, and the contracts that Aylett drew up contained limit-
ing provisions in cass of & breach of contract, In May,
1868 Aylett made a copy of a contrast that he drew up for
& ¥rs. Wallace: , \

Allsie Wellace hired one Delia Baldwin for 1 year
from dete, for her victuals, and two suits of
summer and two sults of winter clothes, 1 pr. of
shoes, unless she should need more«~But if the said
Delia should leave before the olose of the summer
then she forfeits the surmer clothes and if she
leaves , . « Defore the winter then she forfeits
the winbter clothes. Delia f8s hired to do anything
needed that she oan do and ¢o mske herself generale
1y useful,.l3
In general as the years progressed, ths contraota, both
those Aylett drew up for third psrties, and his own, became
mores atringent, and less favorable to the freedman, By
1870 the planter olass had complete control of the rural

freedmants economic existence., Ko land would bde sold to

121p1d., January 9, 1869.

131p14., Mey 13, 1868, .
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ths ex~-slaves, nor sould they become lease holdex-s.lh Yages
ware kept low by county or district mestings of planters to
esteblish a standard wage rate to pay the Kogroea.15 In
some counties the farmers agreed not to employ freedman
unless they were able to furnish testimonials :romAthair
last emplayor.lé These actions together with the fallure of
the cotton orop in 1866-1867 forced most of the rural freed-
man into 8 serf-like existence, as share croppers on their
ex-mastoer's lanaa‘lv
One factor in Aylett's financial treatment of the

Neogroes in the years preceding the war was his own financilal
position. The capital required to operate a large farm,
with peid laborers rather than slaves, was considerable;

and Aylett had to turn to other areas to raise money, Frior
to the war he had had a amsll lew practice, and afterwards
this law practice became an important source of additional

income, Robert Hudgin, a lawyer in Carolines County wrote

lucaear Zelchner, "The Transition from Slave to Free
Agriocultural Labor in the Southern States," Apgricultural

glatogx, XI1I1iI, (8?1'1!18.1939)) Pe 26,

lsJohn‘?. MecConnell, Negroes and Their Treatment in
Virginia, 1865-1867 (Pulaski, Virglnia: B. D. Smith, 1910),
Pe %30

lblbid.. pe 34

17Zaichnor, "The Transition Prom Slave to Free Agricule
tural Labor in the Southern States,” p. 3l.
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to him of the legal activity in one tidewater county.
The large number of suits recently dbrought in owr
county, and the great stralghts in which the people
" find themselves, is likely to introduce for the
' aetay In’obtaining peymentes sboe o o180 U
In 1868 the HRepublican controlled atate legislature re-
organized the civil court system at the county level. 19
From that point forward Aylett began to devote more of his
time to his law practice and less to faming.ao
However, in ths years that immediately followed the war
Aylett reliad less on his law practice than on his pen to
bring in additional income, Prior to the war he had con-
tributed articles to the Richmond Examiner and other
Richmond newspapers. In 1865, his brother Patridk Henry -
Aylett, became editor of a new newspaper in Richmond, the
Richmond Times >t This newspaper was begun in April 1865,

and continued until Juns 1867, when it went banirupt and

was sold at auots.on.az Apparently William began contribut-
ing asrticles early in the fall of 1865, for his brother

leAglatt Family Papers, Robert Hudgin to W. R. Aylett,
. Key S’ 1 66.

1%emt1ton J. Eckenrode, The Political History of
Virginia During Reconstruction (Baltimores 3%55 ﬁob'ﬂns
Universlty rress, 190}), XXII, series 6-8, p. Llj. ‘

20R13hmond Dispatch, {Richmond, Virginia), August 7,
1500,

21 _
Leater J. Cappon, Virginia Newspapers 1821-1935 (New
York: D. Appleton COQ”1§3G§. Pe 100,

224y 14,
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wrots to him in October of that year complimenting him on

his editoriala.23 In December, 1865 at the urging of his
brohher.zu Willlam wrote to the editor of another Richmond
newspaper, the Richmond Examiner, inquiring as to the
possibility of contributing editorisls to that paper.as
Althbugh the editor, H. Rives Pollard raplied in the negative,

the refusal was not permanent and by May‘1866, Aylett was
receiving thirty dollars a month for his contributions to
the Examiner.26

| The type of articles that Aylett wrote for these newse
papers were generally political in nature and conservative
in tone, None of the editorials are signasdg however, Aylett
| was reqaiving subatantial payments for his contributions
from both newspapers, so that & survey of the tgpe of
editorials in those papers would give an indication of
Aylettts writings, In 1866 the Richmond Examiner in its

editorials wasj anti-radical rule in Virginia, against the

calling of a state conatitutional convention, anti-Kegro,
pro=uhite, and it extolled the virtues of the lost Confed- .
~erats cause, and in particular advooated the releass of

23pylett Family Papers, Patrick Henry Aylett to
William Re Aylett, October 14, 1865,

2inga,

25A71ett Family Papers. H., Rives Pollard to W. R,
Aylett, Dacember 26, 1865,

lott FPamily Papers, William R, Aylett, Account
Book, 1 372. en ry,p;ay: 1866, © ’
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Jefferson Davis from prison. Although the fichmond Times
supported President Andrew Johnson's reconstruction poliey.
at first,>! 1t too turned to the conservative cause when
the Radical Hepublicans came into power in Congress in
186 6,28

In April 1866, Aylett began to keep a ledger of his
receipts and disbursementa on the plantation.zq Among the
receipts, the monthly checks that hs received rrom.the
Richmond newspapers repregent approximately sixty to seventy
per cent of his monthly income for 1866.30 The prices that
he recsived for his crops were depressad during this period,
and his dealer in Norfolk could only get $1.08 a bushel ' -
for his gorn when it s0ld on the market in April, 1867.31
Thus, in 1870 as the snd of reconstruction in Virginia ap=-
proached, William R. Aylett was being forced by economic
sircumstances to turn.auéy from the traditional role of
tidewater planter. A combination of bad crops, high costs,
and the demise of his brothert's newspapar'in June 1867;
together with an inorease in the demand for lawyers to
handle civil cases, led Aylett to the profession of law on
& fulletime basis,

27cappon, Virginia Newspapers, p. 188,
Richmond Times, (Richmond,Virginia), April 24, 1866,

29
Aylett Family Papers, William R, Aylett, Account Boo
18661872, ' g “

30ny14,

- 31Aylett Family Pagara, Morris, Gwathney & Company to
We Re Aylett, 3 April 1867.
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Reconstruction in Virginia ended in 1870 when the state
was readmitted to the Union by an act of Congress on January
26, 1870, Aylett was sctive in the campaign to approve the
Underwood Constitution which would be acceptable to Congress,
whils at the aamevtima he wanted to restore the government
to the white conservstive element in the state, In 1868,
the Underwood Constitution was drafted by a state constitu-
tional convention, but not submitted to the voters untll
July 1869, It contained three provisions: Hegro sufferage,
disfranchissment of 211 éx-confederatoa. and the prohibition
from office of sll ex-Confederates who could not take the
"iron clad" or "téat_oath," which were offensive to most
voters in Virginia. In Decenber 18683, a smali group of men
from thes western part of ths state, led by Alexander H. H.
Stuart proposed & compromise to submit the new constitution
ahd two of the provisions separately to the voters of the
state, with the hope that the Constitution and Negro suf-
'farage clause would be approved and the other two defeated.
Congress agreed to Stuartts proposal when on April 7, 1864

President Ulyases Grant recommended that Virginia be
| authorized to vote separately on the genseral body of the
constitution and on the two proscription proviaiona.Bz

Coordinate with the campalgn for approval éf the

Undarwood Constitution was the gubernatorial rece of 1869,

32charles E. Wynes, Race Relatlons in Virginia 1870
1902 (Charlottos;11 8, ﬁirginiax Universlty o% Virginia

Proas, 1961), Pe 20
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The Republicans nominsted a white man, Henry Wells for
Governor, and a negro, Je. D, Harris for Lisutenant Governor,
while the Noderate Republicans, lad by William Mahone
nominated two white men, Gilbert C. Walker and John T. Lewis
for Oovernor and Lieutenant Governor respactivoly.33 The
vhite Conservative Party had previously nominated Robert E.
Withers, but the leadera of the party were induced by
¥ahone and the Committes of Nine, led by John B. Baldwin,
to drop Withers and support the Moderate Republican, Walker
for ﬁw:vemc'.-r.m4 Walker agreed to cempalign for the defeat
of the disfranchising amendments.

Aylett and his brother were active in the Conservative
Party at this time and they both worked for Walker during
the campaipgn. On June 8, 1869 the Richmond Examiner, a

white conservative newapaper, reported that "Col, Aylett,

canvasger for the first Congressional district will address

the pecple in behalf of the Walker ticket in King and Queen

county, Téppdhannook, waQaau. Williamsburg, Westmore-

land, « « .“35 As the campaign progressed the issue became
one of blacks against whitea.sé On June llj, 1869 Aylett

33Eokenroda, Virginla During Reconstruction, p. 125,
3hwynaa, Rece Relations in Vireinia, p. k./
35310hmcnd Examiner, June 8, 1869,

36Hynsa, Race Relations in Virginie, p. L.
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apoke in Norfolk, and the Examiner reported the apaech}
"Mre. Aylett predicted that, if white men would do their
duty, the Walker ticket would bs elected by a 40,000
majority."s?
The election was held on July 9, 1869 and when the re=-
sults were announced a week later, Walker dofeated Wells by
a vote of 119.535 to 101.20&.38 The body of the constitution
was approved wnile the disfranchising article and the "test
oath" were defeabod.39 The results in King willism County,
‘vihich was sixty per cent Negro, was s defeat for Walker,
but a "ihite" vote for the two clauses and the constitutionld
Throughout the state the election was & éonservntiva triumph
as ninety=five Conservatives were eslectsd to the House of
Delegates and thirty to the state Senate.ul
Shortly after the new constitution went 1gtb offect and
Virginia was readmitted into the Union, Aylett was appointed

Commonwealthts Attorney for King William Gounty.hz 'without

3R4chmond Exeminer, June 1l, 1869.

3BEckanrodo, Virpinia During Reconstruction, p. 125.
Im14., pe12s.

h"3?t5.c!txxxxorx<1 Eiaminar. July 13, 1869.

hlwynna. Race Relations in Virgintas, p. 6o

haﬂiohmond Dispatoh,August 7, 1900,
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 the defeat of the "test oath® Aylett would not have been
able to serve in this position, He was appointed Common-
waalthts Attorney for the county for a thres year pori.o:i.
after which he had to stand for election to retain the
piaas,‘..'icm.h3 In 1073, Aylett was re~elected, and again every
three years until his retirement in 1886.“" During this
period the fee for a county Commonweaith's Attorney was
f£ifty dollars per year, plus ten dollars fee for every
felony conviction, and five dollars for misdemeanor oasaa.hs

Just after he was appointed Commonwealthts Attorney a
tragedy ogocurred in the family. On April 26, 1870 Patriok
Henry Aylett was Kkilled when the floor of the Supreme Court
Room in the State Capitol Building :.)ctllmmod.l"6 At the
time of his death, P. He. Aylett was;a succesaful lawyer in
Richmond; one of the editors of the Richmond Examiner; and
was & candidate for nomination to be the next mayor of the
o1ty.H7 After the traglc death of his brother, William
turned to his law practice and to his family in Xing

Willlam County.

Bem"rylar, ed., Encyclopedia of Virpginia Biography, V,
Pe . o

Scode of Virginla, 1873, p. 1076,

h6niohmond Examiner, April 28, 1870,

YT rsa,
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In the sixteen year pariod that Willlam R, Aylett was
Commonwealthts Attorney for:<King William County, 1870-1886,

L8 He practiced

his reputation as & lawyer was established.
law throughout tho state, and was certified to practioce
before the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, the highest
court in the atats, During this period the Aylett fanmily
landholdings were reduced by one-half, Until 1870, the
family's land (1920 acres) had bean held by the estate of
their father, Philip Aylett, but with tho dsath of Patriock
Henry Aylett the trust diesolved, and his brotherts portion
was uold.h? Thereafter, the remaining land (931 acres) was
11ated as owned by Willlam R. Aylett of Montville.>C In
these years Aylett began to accumulate stocks and bonds, so
that by 1885 he was second wealthiest man in King William
County in respect to psrsonal pvoporty.sl
This period was the time in which Avylett raised his

fami{ly., By the ysar 1870, the Aylett family numbered six.sa

82!;%1”' ed., Enoyclopedis of Virginta Biography, V,
Pe .

hgrhara 18 no record in the collection of the disposi-
tion of this land. The county tax records show a reduction
in the Aylett's land after 1873. in 1872 the records do
1list tho eatats of P, H. Aylett as having 989 acres of land.

0 )
5 King william County Land Book, 18731900,

51
1885,
52Aylatt Fenlly Papers, Aylett Famlly Bible.

King willlam County Personal Froperty Tax Records,
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Two of the children, Sarah Brockenbrough (1861-1942) end
Pattie Waller (1863-1898) hed been born during the war,-
These two girls were followed by twins in March 1866, but
these children died of diptheria in 1869. A year later in
March, 1867 a fourth child Philip Aylett (1867-1927) was
born, and nine months later another cohild, Alice Page
Aylett (1868-1941) entered the famlly. These childron were
followed by five more children over the next elaven years.SB
0f ths Aylett children only seven lived to adulthood, but
‘all of these received their education from tutors, and
private schools or eollogoa.sh ,

Throughout the period when Aylett was ccmmonwgalth'a
Attorney he was active in politics in the state, Ih 1873
he campaigned for the sx-confederate general, James Lawson
Kemper who was running for governor. He correspondsd with
Kemper about the time and place that he might apeak in King
wWilliam connty.ss Kenmper ﬂoh. largely on the abllity of

531b1d.

5“Albhough public education was free in Virginia after

- 1870, Aylett hired tutors for his children's early education.
In August, 1891 he placed this advertissment in a Richmond
newspaper, "For the education of my son, I shall have a
competent teacher in my home for session 1891, 1892 . ., . and
:éil’.% take in six boys as Yoarders." Richmond Times, August 15,

55Aylett Family Papers, James Lawson Kemper to W. R,
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the Conservative party to cloud the issues with exhortations
of Radicalism and Baoism.56 This election ended all threats
of Radical rule being re-established in Virginia,

The readjuster movement came to Virginia in 1879. Al-
though al} of the séuthorn states, except two, Texas and Mis-
8issipp:i;, repudiated their prewar debts during this
poriod,57 there was a bitter fight over the issue in
Virginia. At the date that Virginia was readmitted into the
Union, January 1870, the state debt with interest amounted
to forty-six million dollara.sa Led by Willism Mahone,
the Conservative Legislature in 1871 had passed the Funding
Act of 1871, which authorized the state to issue new bonds
paying six per cent interest in return for the amount of old
bonds plus 1ntereat.59 Following the passapge of this act
the revenues of the state were not sufficient to pey both
the bonds and the normal state cperatlng expenses, uhich now

Séwynel,,ﬁaoa Relations in Virginia, p. 1l.

57Thomaa D.Clarke snd Albert D~ Kirwin, The Scuth Since
Appomattox (New York: Oxford University Press, 1567)s De 57

Sﬂwynes, Race Relations in Virginias, p. 16,

59
Cherles (., Pearson, The Readiuster Movement in

Vir 1nin, (New Haven: Yale University rress, 1917)s
De ~
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included the cost of a public school ayatom.bo During the
1870'as the state became dlvided politically between the
Punders, who wanted to pay the debﬁ in full, and the Re-
ad justers who wanted to socale it doun.. Aylett was a Funder,
He held a large amount of bonds (%2500),61 and he had been
a oonservative prior to this issue, The readjustment issue
was largely a continuation of the long tradition of
sectionalism in Virginia, the Eastern planters against the
Western small farmers. The results of the alection of 1879
was 8 victory for the Readjusters, and it led to a four
year period of Liberal rule in the state, 52

While involved in legal snd political activity after
1870, Aylett also participated in the southern movement to
record the history of the Confederacy, partidﬁlarly of the
Army. As early as January 1867, Aylettts old commander,
George L. Pickett had written to him requesting a history of
his unit, the 53rd Virginia Haéimnnt.éB Many of the southern

6°wynea, Race Relations in Virginia, p. 18,

1675 61x1ng William County Personal ®roperty Record Book,
. L J

2yymes, Race Relaticns in Virginia, p. 22.

63Aylotu Family Papers, QGeorge L. Pickett to W. R
Aylett, January 1li, 1867. ’
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military historieans contacted Aylett for information on
specifio battloe.6u He becams a member of the Confederate |
Veterans and he made several trips to Korthern battlefields
to spesk and participate in resunions with the Union
Voterans.65 In 1887, John W. Fragzier, & formsr Union
soldier at Cettysburg, worked with Avlett to eract a atatue
~ to General Armistead,®® |
As the yesrs progressed Aylett grew more mellow in his

feelings toward the Civil War. In 1B87, he apoke at Gettys-
- burg on the twenty fourth anniversary of the battle¢67 The
tone of the spesch was moderate as he pralsed both sides in
the fighting.

1 fesel proud that I belonged to 8 psople that furnished

the groat titans of Americen Misbery will by Grant and

g:;;‘gag:?ggtgégiggztmfn: ?ga that deathly roll of
Aylett spoke of a "great English Race" in the‘aama spesch,

and of a reconciliation betwaen the North and Sbubh.69 when

6uaylétt Family Papers, M. ¥, Hazelwood to W. R.
Aylett, November 22, 1894.

85R1chmond Dispatch, August 6, 1900.

66Ay1ett Pamilg Papers, John W. Frazler to 4. R.
Aylett, July 1L, 1887, '

$7R16hmond Dispatch, July 6, 1687,
681114,

- p1a,
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he retired from public office in 1886, he increased his
activities in the Confederate Veterans, One of his
spesches, "Women of the South" was published in the
Southern Historical Soclsty 25332;,76
| 'Although his law praotice declined after 1886, his
political interests continued, In 1880, Senator William
Mahone, leader of the Readjuster movement in 1879.'attamptod
to win re-slection from the Virginia State Senate for his

Ue S« Senate aeat, and was dafeatad.71 Aylett had worked
against him in King William County and one of his political
‘friends, George Les, wrote to him about the campaign, "The
glorious victory resulting in the bitter defeat of lkahone
has filled my heart with dalight."72 Lee continued with a
comment; on the Republican President in 1889, Benjemin Har-
rison, "The success of the Demoocrats everywhere is a
stinging rebuke to Fresident Harrison who 13 1little,1f any.
better than Mahone," 13

T041111am R.Aylett, "Women of the South," Southern
Historical Society Papers, XXII (July 1894), ppe 53=6le

71H7nea, Race HRelations in Virginia, p. L4,

72Aylett Fanlly Papers, UJeorge Lee to W. R. Aylett,
November 7, 1889.

731b1d.
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Aylett, himaolr booamn aotive in politics in 1890
when he was one of three men mentloned for the Democratic
naminafion for the First Congressional Disbriet.?h Ho was
’not-éaloctea, but suéeral newspapers in Richmond supported
him, One of the intereating facts of the time wes that
Aylett, in canvassing the seotion for support would make
two speeches, one to the white peopls and another to the
megroes, on the sane day and at the same pollitiocal rally.75
By 1890, the whité supremacy element was in full comand of
politics in Virginia. In 1893, the looal newspaper, the
 West Point Virginian reported that "Col, Aylett is being
coﬁaidored for Lieutenant Governor," and the paper endorsed
him.76 Apparently, this effort wnk a local one for he was
not nominated by the Democratic Party in that year. With
this fallure, Aylett turned away from politics and spent
his remaining years at pMontville,

These years were sad ones for hinm, as firat, his wife,
Allce Brockanbroﬁgh Aylett dled of a brain concussion when
she tripped on the stairs st Montville, just prior to

1890 TUR1chmond Times (Richmond, Virgintia), October 7,

B1vid.

76v1rginian (vwest Point, Virginia), July L, 1893,
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Christmas 1895.77 Next his sister, Rosﬁlio Page Sampson,
died in 1898378 and his eldest daughter, Pattie wWaller
Aylett contracted malaria and died in 1899q7?- During the
firat weok of August, 1900, Aylett héd a stroke which left
him partislly paralyzed, 0 | |
" On August 6, 1900 William Rosne Aylett died of heart

fallure at Montville, King willlam County, Yirginia.al

rgﬂichmond Dispatch, Dacember 11, 1395,
TOhy1ett Pamily Papers; Aylett Family Bible.

114,

0
Riochmond Times, August 7, 1900,

8 114,
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CHART HO. 1
AYLETT PAMILY LAEDHOLDINGS 1815-1860

Xo. OF VATLOE PER YALUE OF TOTAL POPAL
YEAR RAMB ACRES ACRE BLDGS. VALUE TAX
1815 Philip Aylett, Sr. 2,163 $ 9.00 §7,000 $36,950 $31.40

1820% Philip Aylett, Sr. 2,471 14.38 7,500 39,623 L49.5L
Philip Aylett, Jr. shis 7+50 ' 500

1825 - Phillip Aylett, Sr. 2,471 1h 4l 7,650 39,749 31.80
Philip Aylett, Jre. 542 7.50 500

1830 ‘ohilip Aylett, Sr. 2,471 15.50 9,050 42,061 33.65

| Philip Aylett, Jr. 606 8,00 600.

1835an Eligsbeth Aylett 200 15,20 1,000
Philip Aylett, Jr. 1,627 10.24 13,600 22,296 17.85
1840 shilip Aylett, Jr. 1,678 10.84 3,000 20,530 20.53
Elizabeth Aylett 200 11.69 700 ,
1818 Shilip Aylett 1,939  10.1k 2,467 19,669 19.67
1850aa4  Philip Aylett (Est,) 2,021 9.2 1,264 - 18,98, 18.98
1855 Fhilip Aylett (Est.) 1,980 8.00 1,200 16,240 32.48
1860  Phillp Aylett (Est.) 1,970 9.00 1,500 17,820 71.28

#In 1820 Ayletts were the largest single landholders in King William County.
saaIn 1848 Philip Aylett, Jr.,died.

Source: King William County Lend Books 1815-1860.
(MSe in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia,)
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CRART Ko. 2

CHART OF SLAVE HOLDINGS OF AYLETTS IN
KING WILLIAM COUNTY 181541860

YEAR NAME | SLAVES HORSES PAXES
18164 rhilip Aylett, Jr. 8- I 3 6,32
1820  rhilip Aylett, Jr. 7 6 «98
Philip Avlett, Sr. L1 10 Ll .50
Phili.p Avlett, Sr. u3 18 25.&1
1830  Philip Aylett, Sre 49 22 21,42
- ~ Philip Aylett, Jr. 25 9 11.97
1835  Philip Aylett' 27 1l 13.09
1840 Philip Aylett 30 15 13.20
1845 Philip Aylett 32 19 16,50
L= o
1850 Jane Aylett 7 2 10,59
1850 Patrick Henry Aylett 2, 11 8.78
1855  willlsm Roane Aylett 29 11 16,00
and Patrick He Aylett
1860 Willien Roane Aylett '
, and pPatrick H. Aylett 29 16 364,60

# 1815 Personal Property Tax Book Extant.
#%  Phillp Aylett,Sr., dled in 1831,
ts0  Philip Aylett died in 1848.

Source: King William County Personsl Property Reocords,
, 1815-1860., (MS. in Virginia State Library.)
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CHART NO. 3
AYLETT FAMILY LAND HOLDIRG 18651-1861
NO. OF VALUE PER VALUE OF TOTAL TOTAL

(estate)

93

YEAR HAME ACRES __ACRE BLDGS, _ _VALUE TAX
1851 Phi%ip Ayl;tﬁ 2020 § 8,00 $1200 £16,560 $19.87
astate o ' ,
Kartha wife of 30 100,00 1600 3’000 3060
RePe A'ylett :
(owned the mill)
1852 Pnilip Aylett 2020 8,00 1200 16,560 29,81
{estate)
Kartha wifs of 30 100,00 1000 3,000 540
Ree Aylett
1853 rhilip Avlett 2020 8.00 1200 16,560 35,12
(eatate)
Martha wife of 30 100,00 1000 3,000 6,00
RePe Aylott ' :
185l Philip Aylets 1980 8.00 1000 16,240 32.38
(eztate)
¥arthe wife of 30 100,00 1000 3,000 6,00
RaePe ﬁYIOtt
1855 Pnilip Aylett 1980 8,00 1000 16,240 32.48
(eatate) :
Martha wife of 30 100,00 1000 3,000 6,00
HePe A?l&ﬁt .
1856 Philip Aylett 1980 ° 8,00 1000 16,240 64,96
{(estate)
Kartha wife of 30 100,00 1000 12,000 12,00
RePe 5y1°tt
- 1857 rhillp Aylett 1980 9.00 1500 17,820 T71.28
(eatate) '
Marthe wife of 30 400,00 1000 12,000 12,00
R.Pe Aylett
1858 rhnilip Aylett 1980 9.00 1500 17,820 171,28
(ostate) e
Martha wife of 30 400.00 1000 12,000 12,00
R.Ps Aylett '
1859 rFhilip Aylett 1980 9,00 1500 17,820 T71.28
(estate)
1860 Philip Aylett 1980 5+00 1500 17,820 71.28



9l

CHART N0, 3 (CONRTINUED)

NO, OF VALUE PER VALUE OP TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR RAME ACRES ACRE BLDGS, VALUE__ TAX
1861 Philip Aylett 1980 § 9,00  $1500  $17,820 £102.68
{estate)

# Philip Aylett died in 1348 and his satate remained intact ‘
until his wife, Judith P, Aylett died in 1860, ‘

#+ This property, the mill, was pgiven to Dr, P, H. Cabell
and ?ig wife Pattie W, Aylett in 1858 when they were
married, ,

Sources King ¥William County Land Books, 1851-1861, (MS.
in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia,)



CHART No. L

AYLETT FAMILY SLAVE HOLDINGS 1854-1861

KO0« OF KO, OF

N0, OF

SHEEP, HOGS, TOTAL

# Judith Page Aylett - wife of Philip Aylett

+ Patrick Henry Aylett - eldest son of Philip Aylett
# Willlan Roane Aylett - second son of Philip Aylett

saludith P, Aylett dled in 1860.

Source: King William County Personal Property Records,
18511861, (MS. Virginia State T.ibrary, Richmond,

Virginia).
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YEAR NAME ~ SLAVES HORSES CATTLE TAX

1851 Judith P. Aylett 7 2 $30,62
JePatty PoHes & WeReA P 28 ik

1852 Judith r. Aylett 9 2 21.45
JePey Pelap & WQRuAYIGtt 31 15

1853 Judith P. Aylett 8 L 28.80
JePey Poleyp & W.R.Aylatt 30 16

188l Judith P. Aylett b 3 29.31
JeTes Pelley & WeR A7lett 26 16 170

1855 Judith P. Aylett 6 3 26,36
JePey PeHep & WGR.A?IOtt 23 lu 125 (26.26)

1856 Judith P. ﬁ?lﬂtt 6 2 5h.00
Jt?"c; Poﬁo’ & WQRQAYJ.Ott 2’.&- 15 100

1857 JePe Aylett ' 6 2 h3.20
JePep PeHep & WiReAylett 23 i 150

1858 Judith P, Aylett 6 2 50.00
JePay Peley & N.R.Alylet‘b 25 13 160

1859 Judith P. Aylett L 2 Ii8.32
Jopo. Pelley & WcH.AYhtt 25 17 lhO

1860 Judith 7, Aylatt % 2 47.1h
JePes PeHep & W.R.Aylott 2 15 100

1861 william Re Aylett ., 19 6 1085 50,67

‘ Patriock He Aylett 11 6
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