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PREFACE

The following peges are the study of a man, Alexander Moseley, and
of the newspaper with which he was intimately connected for forty-five
years.

There are, admittedly gaps in the study. The period of Know-Knoth-
ingiem is omitted, for example, because no substantial material could be
found to shov his assoclations during the era. At other times, much more
material could be found conéern:lng Moséley's personal 1life than on his
public life. And, of course, often it ig difficult to ;}rove. that an edi-
torial opinion was necessarily his,

Alexandey Moseley's career was unique, however, in the g;'eat span of
history it covered. His association with many of the events of his f.ime
are shown in this paper, and also some of the personal life of a respected

editor of mid-nineteenth century Virginia.



Chapter
I.
II.
II1.
Iv.

V.

VII.

VIII.

IX,

TABLE OF CONTERTS

'PHE EARLY YEARS, 1809-1836 . o 4 » +

TEE FIRST YEARS WITH THE RICHMOND WHIG

THE EUROPEAN SOJOURN, 1845-1846. . . .
EDITOR OF THE WHIG, 1848-1850. . . . .

THE WHIG GENTLEMAN: LIFE AND PERSONAL
POLITICAL ACTIVITY, 1836-1860. . .

THE CIVIL WAR PERIOD, 1860-1865, « . «
THE POST CIVIL WAR YEARS. ¢ o 0 o o o

PERSONAL LIFE: THE POST CIVIL WAR
YEARS'..O‘O‘OC.Q..Q..

CONCLmIOB . L ] - » L] L * * - Ed ‘ » - . L

Page

18
32
48
56

73
96

130

139



CHAPTER I
THE EARLY YEARS, 1809-1836

Virginia in th‘e‘ béglnning of the nineteenth century was quite a
different place from what it had been at the end of the American Revolu-
tion. The removal of the capital from Williamsburg to Richmond during
the Revolution wvas, in many ways, simbolie of the change. The o0ld Tide-
vater families who for so many decades had led Virginia's political,
gocial, and economic life, were rapldly succumbing to the new and progs-
perous middle class which had arisen éince the Revolution. The tired
lands of Tidewater Virginia could on]yb compete with difficulty with the
vigorous new lands of Pledmont Virginia where was centered the new class
of Virginia planter. Richmond, on the fall line of the James River,
curiously was located at the dividing point of the two rival sections of
Virginis.

Among the rapidly growing Piedmont counties was Buckingham.
Formally established in 1761, the sot;ilement followved the usual pattern
of rapid expansion, ﬁartially attribuﬁable to the county's fine location

on the James River. Not only did the almost legendary Peter Francisco

settle in Buckingham, but such distinguished old families as Hubard, Patte-

son, Bolling, and Epes "took up" large portions of the county's acreage.
Among the earliest members of the westward trek to Buckingham was Robert
Moseley of "Summerville” in Chesterfield County. The Moseley femily was a

prominent, though not comspicuous, one, having arrived in Norfolk County,



Virginia in 1649 in the person of William Moseley. This progenitor, a
man of mysterious background, was obviously a gentleman of means: his
possessions on his arrival here included jewelry of great value acquired
during his tenure as an English merchant in Holland, family arms, books,
and a collection of family portreits.l The immigrant encestor had two
sons. William, the elder, took up his father's lands and his descendents
became locally, in Princess Anne County, the most influential family well
into the nineteenth century. Arthur, the younger son, was chiefly dis-
tinguished as & member of the House of Burgesses in 1676--the memorable
year of Bacon's rebellion. Arthur's great grandson, Robert Moseley for-
merly of cheaterﬁeld County, was the masier of a good sirzred plantation,
"Willow Lake,” in Buckingham County, and in time became the father of a
large family of fourteen children. His prosperity wvas tyyieul of the new
middle clasa Virginie planter. Most of his children survived him upon
his death in 1804, when, family tradition relates, he left a large estate.
In this period of still further westward movement, several of Robert
Moseley's children left home to seek their fortune elsewhere; Thomas, his
eldest son, and John both succeeded admirably in Kentucky, while Peter

did not do quite so well in Tennesaee.

1ny{pginia Council Journals, 1726-1753," Virginia Megazine of
History and Biography, Vol. XXXV, No. 1 {(Janusry, 192T), pp. 49-5h.




But several children remained at their home in Buckingham. Robert,
his father's nemesake and one of the older sons, was among these. He,
like his father, was a prosperous planter, working twenty-six slaves.

Born in 1768,2 his cousin Mary Moseley became his first wife; a custom to
be often repeated within the family. After Mary's death, Robert married
Elizabeth Putney.> '

Robert Moseley's family was relatively small, although he did live
to be only forty-six. Two girls and three boys were his offspring until
June 10, 1809,% vhen Elizabeth Putney Moseley, gave birth to the last of
her and Robert's children. He was named Alexander Moseley.

As one of the youngest members of a family fast growing in political
and financial atuzufe within Buckingham County, Alexander Moseley'srchild-
hood days undoubtedly saw little unhappiness until Just a few days before
his eighth birthday, in 1817, when his father died. Thus, at an early age
the youngest son becsme & property owner. Alexander, like each of his
brothers and sisters, received three slaves; in his case, Davy, Letty, and

Marie, worth in aggregate $1500.°

2Moselay Family MSS possession of the author.
31via.

‘ h"Proceedings of the Faculty of the University of Virginia, 1828-1832,"
Alderman Library, University of Virginia. Alexander Moseley's birth date
was recorded when he matriculated on September 6, 1828 at the University of
Virginia.

5Arthur and William P. Moseley Papers, 1756-190T, Buckingham County,
Virginia, MSS in the Duke University Library.



Most of the estate, including & "parcel of books,” silver, a "clock and
¢ase,” nine beds and a "gigg and harness,”" went to the widow, Elizabeth,
Among the slaves inherited by her was the valuable blacksmith, Travis,
vhose services were to be performed free to sany of the children.

Elizabeth Moseley, Alexander's mother, of necesgity had to spend
much of her time working with the executors of her husband's large estate
to ensure an adequate income for raising her family.

In addition to her own six children, Elizebeth Putney Moseley was
raising her niece and nephew, Marthe a.xid Henry Ellis Guerrant, vhose
parents, Williem and Mary (Putney) Cuerrant hed died. Marths and Henry,
who was oni;v 8 few months older then his cousin Alexander Moseley, hav-
ing been born August 15, 1808 and only two or three years old when hia
parents died, vere'hade full members of her home in Buckingham County.
Here Henry was reared and educated with her son Alexander Moseley. . .
The two cousins becsme congenisl companions and lifelong friends,"6
Education was of particular concern to the mother, too, and a good aca-
demic¢ education, tradition relates, vas provided for her talented young-
est son in the neighborhood schools. The preparation was adequate enough
to ensure Alexander "optimum" grades in his subjects, chemistry, natural

philosophy, and Buclid’'s elements, at the end of his first year of study

63 + Gray McAllister and Grace Owings Guerrant, Edward Owings
Cuerrant, Apostle to the Southern Highlands (Richmond, Virginia: Richmond
Press, Inc., 1950), pp. 2-3.




at Washington 0011088.7

Alexander had entered the "Junior Class" there in the session of
1826-27, but despite his success, he transferred to the University of
Virginia for the term beginning September 6, 1828. Perhaps the relative
nearness to his home in Buckingham prompted the change, but more probably
the celebrated faculty assembled by the recently deceased founder of the
school, Thomas Jefferson, was attractive to the keen-minded student.
Alexander took full advantage of thé opportunity and in his first session
matriculated in ancient languages, moderu languages end mathematicas, The
following term, in September of 1829, saw him attend the schools of Moral
Philosophy and Law., After three days of exemination in June and July,
1830, by Professors Tucker, Emmit, Patterson, and Harrison, a faculty
meeting declared Alexander Moseley and two of his classmates "Graduates
in Greek in this Univarsity."e Again Alexander triumphed, and was among
those "students who were distinguished at the intermediate and finsl exsam-

inetion” in both scheols.g

Tietter from Henry E, Coleman, Librarian, Washington and Lee
University, to the author, January 1965. J. Gray MeAllister, op. cit.,
P. 3. Alexsnder Moseley's cousin, with whom he was ralsed, Henry Ellis
Guerrant, had asttended Washington College earlier in the 1822.23 session.
The next year, at age 16, he wvent to live and study medicine with his
uncle, Dr. Richard Putney of Charleston, Virginia.

G“Proeeedinga of the Faculty of University of Virginias, March 1b,
1829 - February 2, 1831," pp. 470, 482, 48k-5, A90,

91vid., p. 627.



Fatherless since he was eight years old, Alexander had matriculated
at the University under the guardianship of Colonel John M. Harris of
Maysville, the then primary community in Buckingham County.lo By his éecond
year at Charlottesville, young Moseley reached his majority and no longer
required a guardian. Probably encouraged by the new freedom provided by
age, he and a fellow student, Robert M. Saunders, in December, 1830 applied
to the faculty for permission to "board out of the precincts with Captain

John M. Perry.“l1

The faculty decided in the negative, but the two students
were persistent, and had their renewed application approved just a few days
later, on the grounds of a privilege extended by an enectment of the Board
of Visitors to those students above twenty years of agc.12

Not only vas Alexander Moseley a good student, but his abilities as
an orator and essayist, precursors of his future, were becoming known to
his classmates. To an older cousin he wrote in 1831, his last year at
the university:

The election of orators and essgyists for the end

of gession, took place a few days since, and you may prob-

ably have expected that I should have been one of them.

But previous to the election, for various reasons, some

good and some bad, I informed my friends who pressed me to
accept, that it would be out of my power to serve in the

101hid., Beptember 6, 1828, no page given.
1lrnia., p. 654,
121p14., p. 654,



capacity either of orator or essayist. . . . Two of

those who were elected, resigned and I was again

pressed and again declined being run. . . already I

almost repent of my raghness.l3
He went on to rationalize that:

A3 Yo the bdenefit that would accrue to me

abroad, I can place but little velue upon it. My

future success in life will depend upon my future

actions. I have always been of opinion that col-

lege bonors have rather an injurious tendency. . .

they puff a man up and raise expegtaxions vhich he

will fipd it difficult to equel.l

But Alexander Moseley's future was unwittingly being determined
at the sane tinme.

A more plausible reason for declining the honor of orator or
essayist, wags Alexander's active part in the student body's determination
to edit a literary paper. "A man in town," he wrote, agreed "to perform
the manual labor and furnish paper, ete. for $950."15 The venture was
expected to do little more than clear expenses, however, and was to "con-
tain a little of everything--scme good and much badw-,"16

Two successful years at the University ended in July 1831 when

Moseley was graduated from the schools of Moral Philosophy, Political

13;stter from Alexander Moseley to Col. T. M, Bondurant, March 27,
1831. in possession of author.

1brpi4,
151pia.
161p1a,



Economy, and Law,l7 placing him in an elite number of college educated
Virginians. Presumebly he then returned to practice lawv in the Jeffer-
sonian court house of his home.

The literary and political life soon sttracted the young country
lawyer, however, and in October 1835, he returned to Charlottesville to

Join William Tempkins in editing the Virginia Advccate.la Moseley's

initial experience with the journalistic world lasted less than a year--
he left the Advocate in July, 1836--but the experience gained was in-
valuable, His youth and eagerness led him into indescretions, but also
brought him to the notice of many of the great political minds of the day.
The Advocate thus proved to be, in & short period of time, the starting
point of a career that brought Moseley a certain measure of fame for over
forty years.

Bstablished in 1827 by Thomas W. Gilmer and John A. G. Davis as
a Jeffersonisn organ, the Advocate had come under the control of William
Tompkine in 1832.19 By the time Alexander Moseley joined Tompkins, the
journal vas becoming Whig in its vievpoint, although that party name was

not yet in popular use.

17Facm.ty Minutes, p. T09.
18yirginia Advocate, October 9, 1835,

191eater J. Cappon, Virginia Newspapers, 1821-1935, (Hew York:
D. Appleton-Century Co., 1936), p. 60.




Alexander Moseley joined the journalistic world at a most oppor-
tune and importent period. The: revised political allegiance of the

Virginia Advocate from Jeffersonien to Whig, was graphic illustration of

the change. In this third decade of the elghteenth century, extension
of the suffrage had reached new dimensions. Conservatives, fearful of
the abllity of the new voters who had little stake in society, saw ample
evidence of thelr fears in the Administration of President Jackson. The
president, the idol of the new democracy, was, in turn, distrustful of
those with ability as well as those who were rich or well born, With the
election of Jackson in 1828, the old Federalist and Republican political
parties came to an end. Jackson, undei‘ the Democratic-Republican banner,
had defested John Qunicy Adems, the National-Republican Candidate. Party
names remained the same in the next presidential election, in 1832, when
Jackson again was victorious, this time over Henry Clay.20 The year 1834
gaw the emergence of what was to become the Whig party. A majority of
the 0ld4 National Republicans, the Anti-Masons, and a sprinkling of dis-
gruntled Democrats formed what was, essentially, a coalition of anti-
Jackson forces.2l The Whig party, probably owed its name to James Watson

Webdb of the New York Courier and Engquirer, who, along with others "sought

20pumas Malone and Basil Rauch, Empire for Iiberty (New York:
Appleton-Century~Crofts, Ine., 1960), I, p. 434,

21G1yndon G. Van Deusen, The Jacksonian Era (New York: Harper
and Row, 1959), p. 96.
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thus to give the party s sound middle-class identity,"22 in contrast to
the "Tory" followers of Jackson. Much earlier, in 182k, however, John
Hampden Pleasents had entitled his new newspaper, essentially anti-

Jackson in policy from 1828, the Constitutional Whig.

Socially conservative, the Whig party also contzined men of strong
economic vision, such as Horace Oreeley, William H. Seward, Abraham
Lincoln, and, of course, the most visiéna.ry of them 211, Henry Clay.23
Various economic interests rallied behind the Whig banner. In New England
and the Middle States, the party's members included industrislists and
businessmen, together with many of their employees, and much of the con-
servative farmer community. The “pushing, ambitious, go~ahead bankers
and businessmen, canal promoters, land-owning interests, lawyers with en
eye to the main chance, and farmers anxious for internal imprdfements were
more apt than not to be found in the Whig ranks” in the Ohio Valley,2l
Not only the wealthy plenter class in the South favored Whiggery, but ur~
ban commercial and banking men who had deserted Jackson on the Bank issue
Joined the new party. BStates Rights believers, particularly in the South,
were among the other smaller elements which constituted the Whig party.

Despite the varied groups which msde up the Whig party, it became

knowvn for its social conservatism wvhich often manifested itself by a certain

221p14.
231v14., p. 97.
thidl » p. 960



smug attitude of superiority. Of the Southern Whigs, it has been said
that

as & type they were henest, hightoned, and

patriotie, and not more controlled by oppor-

tunism than is usual in American politieca.

Nearly all of them throughout the Whig peri-

od were anxious not only to safeguard south-

ern control of southern affairs, but to pre~

serve the union of the fathers, and, in fact,

a main function of their party throughout its

life was to postpone the disruption of the

Union.25

In May 1835, the Democrats, as the Jackson supporiers were now

called, met in Baltimore and nominated Martin Van Buren, Jackson's choice,
for president.?6 The Wnigs, not yet fully organized as a party and full
of conflicting political views, refused to hold a Natlonal Convention,
declaring that to hold one would merely be reviving "King Caucus."2T There
vas no party platform issued. Even though Clay agaln wanted the nomination,
sentiment was against nominating a man who had been so disastrously de-
feated on the Bank iz2sue in the last election. The decision, then, of a
presidential nominee was settled by running candidstes who were regarded
as strongest in the various states.aa Webster was nominated in Massachu-
setts, and General Harrison had strong support in the Western states. The

choice of the Southern Whigs was Hugh Lawson White, a former Democrat and

~ 25ulrich B, Fhillips, The Southern Whigs, 1834-185k4, Reprinted from
Turner Essays in American History, pp. 203-229 iﬂenty Holt and Co., 1912),
P 228,

26V'an Deusen, op. cit., p. 110,

M 114,

281p1a.
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strict constructionist, who hed become disenchanted with Jackson and
who greatly disliked Ven Buren.2?
It was into this political aituation that Alexender Moseley

atepped vhen he jJoined the Virginia Advocate in the fall of 1835.

The Advocate boldly asserted, ls.te in 1835, that "Mr. Clay is not
& candidate, . . Judge White is. . . the Southern cendidate for the Pre-
sidency in opposition to the Northérn Missouri restrictionist, Van Buren,"30
The appeal to the South was plainly drawn: "Van Buren is a tricky Yankee,
to say the most for him. Judge White a plain, unassiming Southern gentle-

man, "3t

General Harrison was not co:ﬁpletely discounted as a candidate,
hovever. "Let the people calmly and ,dia‘:passionately investigate the claims
of each,” editorialized the Whig," and give their vote to the most deserv-
ing."32 |

Although there was no bank préﬁlem to be discussed in the campaign
of 1836, there vere other isaues. Paramount among these was slavery. The
Webster-Hayne debates, the Nat Turner uwprising in 1831, the Virginia Legis-
lature Debate in 1832, and the rapid rise of the abolition movement, all

combined to make the slavery {ssue a live one. Virginia Whigs were particu-~

291pid,, p. 11l.

30ysrpinie Advocate, December 5, 1835.

31l1via.
32yirginia Advocate, May 20, 1836,




13

larly opposed to Van Buren's desire for thevrestriction of slavery in
Missgouri, causing the Virginia democrats to seek an answer from Ven
Buren satisfactory to the Southgrn viewpoint on’slaVery. Van Buren, in
en sttempt to placate his Virginia adversaries, assured them that he con-
sidered it "impolitic to interfere with alavery in the District of Colum-
bia, and that the constitution did not give Congress any right to inter-
fere with relations between master‘and slave in any state."33 mhe Virginia
‘Whig press nevertheless pushed the abolition issue to the front. The sud-
Ject of Abolition of Slavery in the District of Columbia led to the publi-
cation in the Advocate of the speech of Representative Carland of Virginia.
The unfortunate misinterpretation of %he speech given by the Advocate pro-
bably taught the lnexperienced Aléiaﬁder Moseley a bitter lesson; even
though the wrong interpretation may have been written by the other editor,
Tompkins, apoclogy to Garland was necessary.

The speech hed been highly recommended to the Advocate editor as
reflecting the true gpirit of an independent Southern. It was reed with

pleasure, until "we arrived near the conclusion."3h commented the Advocate.

33Henry H. Simms, The Rise of the Whigs in Virginia, 1824-18L0
(Richmond, Virginia, The William Byrd Press, 1929), pp. 100-101.

34yirginia Advooate, January 9, 1836.
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We found that Major Garland after having boldly

and patriotically asaerted the rights of the South,

surrenders the whole thing to the merey of the aboli-

tionists. . . he afterwards, for reasons to us utterly

inexplicable, ylelds up everything, and says, the South

will not complain of the abolitionists if they do not

assert the constitutional power, if they will not exer-

eise it now.35 | :

Garland, in reply to the matter vhich could easily prove politically
damaging, stated the he "never intended that any remark I made upon that
occasion shounld bear the interpretation you have placed upon it. . . my ob-
Ject was to ascertain the true opinion of the House on the constitutional
question, in order that the south might understand its true position in re-
lation to 1t."36 Admitting its mistake, the Advocate gladly conceded that
the South was “"one man stronger than ve at one time feared she was."37
The battle lines of the slavery question were readily being formed, and in
a short time there would be no doubt as to the side on which Alexander
Hoseley stood.

Another issue of importance in the 1836 campaign was States Rights.
To the Virginia Whig press it was of great significance, and, in reslity,
it weas often the one issue which held Northern and Southern Whigs together

during the next several years. The Advocate felt that

351bia.
361pid., Jenuary 20, 1836.

3T1v14.
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fatal apathy has come upon the people. Now that
every vestige of State Sovereignty is well nigh
svept awvay, and unheard of powers assumed by, and
merged in the Federal Head, no appeals however
fervid can awaken the Nation to a sense of its
danger. . « the power of Andrew Jackson is at this
moment four-fold greater, than that of the elder
Adsms ever vas., The immense patronage which he
wields. . . can buy into servitude or to clamorous
and indeseriminate praise, hundreds, for one that
the Bedition law could have forced into silence,

The only check to this rapid growth of con-
solidation, is a thorough reform of our Government.
Economy should be introduced--the patronage of the
Covernment reduced--the President elected but for
one term-~the system of appointing members of Con-
gress prohibited--and a rigid adherence to the Con-
stitution observed in every instance.38

Echoing sentiment more often found in the deep South, States Right
feeling wvas carried to the extreme when the Advocate declared in
Pebruary, 1836, that "one of the current humbugs of the day" was "THE
UNION IT MUST BE PRESERVED,"39

Not only was the pre;idential alection a heated one in Virginia
in 1836, the local elections were equally as impassioned. No contest drew
more attention than that in Albemarle. The candidates for the House of
Delegates there, Thomas Jefferson Ran&élph and Alexander Rives, Democrats,
and T. W. Oilmer, founder of the Advocate and V. W. Southall, Whigs, were

known throughout the state. In a day when politics were practised in a

38?1551::1; Advocate, November 27, 183S.

391bvid., February 20, 1836,
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much more personal way than in the twentieth century, there were certain
actual dangers to being an editor, as Moseley, the fiery young newspaper-
man discovered. Colonel Williem Moseley of Buckinghsm County wrote to
his brother, Colonel John Moseley, in Kentucky, that their nephew, Alex-
ander,had challenged to a duel one of the nembers of the Albemarle County
electorate, Alexander Rives, "but he would not meet him and they had a
tite [sic] last veek so it stands. . . Moseley is & very smart young man.
Political is the dispute. Rieves [sic] 13 an Expunger"o and Moseley the
reverse and very warm in his cause against power and corruption."l '

When the 1836 election results were announced, Rives and Randolph
wvere victorious in Albemarle County. Indeed, the Democrats were triumph-
ant throughout the state, reversing the Whig state legislature of the pre-
vious session. Van Buren won over ﬁhe twvo Whig candidates by a decisive
vote. Patronage and the popularity of Jackscn's name had led Van Buren
to victory, while the opposition of the State Rights Whigs to Harrison
and of the o0ld Clay faction to White, caused the Whigs to lou."z

Despite the general sveep of the Democrats in the state legielature,

there vere some Whig triumphs. One of these was Colonel Thomas Moseley

l“’(:uze who supported the Senate bill rescinding a previous bdill dis-
approving General Jackson's conduct in removing public deposits from the
U, 8. Bank.

uut‘ber, Col. William Moseley, Buckingham Co. Virginia, to Col.
John Moseley, Jessamine Co., Ky., Mey 22, 1836, in possession of Mrs.
Andrev Young, Nicholasville, Kentucky.

42g1mma, op. cit., p. 116.
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Bondurant, the politically ambitious cousin and mentor of Alexander
Moseley, of Buckingham County, who won his first Senate term as a Whig.
The previous Whig legislature in 1834, had given some financial aid to
the James River and Kanavha Canal Company, of ';rhieh Bondurant was a
director, and this undoubtedly expleins the Whig strength in central

Virginia, vhere Bondurant won his election.



CHAPTER I1I

THE FIRST YEARS WITH THE RICEMOND WHIG
1836-1845

It was written in 1836 of Alexander Moseley that he vas "a fine
writer and is rising very fast in the opinion of the people."t His for-
tituds in the Democratic controlled county of Albamarle reached the
notice of the noted Whig, John Hempden Pleasants, editor of the widely

read Richmond Whig., On July 29, 1836, Alexander Moseley announced his

withdrawal from the Advocate in order to join the editorial staff of the
Whig. The two years with the Advocate had seen mistskes and even dis-
agreements with the acknowledged 1eader of the Southern Whig press and

the paper he was to join, the Richmond Whig., Moseley's indulgent friends

of the Advocate years were thanked "for their generous support in trying
and difficult times, and for their kind forebearance to censure my many
indiscretions, I can never repay them, My gratitude and good wishes they
have; it is a1l I can give."e |

Richmond was not only the political and economic center of the
nineteenth century Virginia, but as a Jjournalistic center the city had

few peers in the young netion. The Richmend Enquirer, the first of the

lretter from Col. William Moseley, Buckinghem Co., Virginia, to
Col. John Moseley, Jessamine Co., Kentucky, May 22, 1836, in possession
of Mrs. Andrew Young, Nicholasville, Kentucky.

2yirginia Advocate, July 29, 1836.
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great Richmond journals, had been established in 1804 by Thomas Richie,
and came to be one of the most important organs of the Democratic party

in the United States. To meet the opposite political viewpoint, John

Hampden Pleasants established in 182h4 his Constitutional Whig. Bath
papers were widely read cutside the borders of Virginia. |

To read the pages of the Richmond Whig 1s to follow the course of

Virginia Whiggery. 1836, the year Moseley joined the Whig, sav the elec-
tion of Van Buren fo the presidency. The next four yesars vere spent by
Pleasants and Moseley bitterly opposing the Democratic regime and prepar-
ing for the next presidential election.

On the local scene their efforts were successful far in advance
of the 1840 election, and gave the editors great hope for the future
auccesé of their party. Troubles within the Democratic party gave the
Whigs control of the House of Delegates in 1838, 1839 and 1840, although
the Democrats retained a mﬁjority in the Senate for the entire period.

It has been said that the success of the Whig party in Virginia is ettri-
butable to the conspicuous coalition character of the Whigs, and less to
the social differentiation of the two rarties vhich was a trait often
found in other Southern states. The state was largely unprosperous, the
Piaﬂmont country & possible exception. The "plantation system was deca-

dent, and the gentry assiduously avoided the draving of class lines in
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politics.”3 Local needs for transportation facilities and the tradition
of state rights were the primary factors of the Whig aligoment in
Virginia. Thus the Whig strongholds irere centered along the actual or
proposed routes of the Potomae Canal, ,_the Janes River and Kanawha Canal,
and in the area of the Dismal Swamp Canal, and in the areas of strong
atate-rights sentiment such as the tidmter region, particularly in the
district between the James and York Rivers and the Accomac Peninsula.h
The success of the Whig pa.rt.y within the S8tate of Virginia brought
sanguine expectation of a national Whig victory in 1840, ending four years
of Van Buren rule. Actually, the 'Van..Buren regime was anticlimactic to
that of Jackson, and there vas comparétively little strife during Van
Buren's four years in office. The administration of the first president
from New York got off to a very disastrous start, however, with the de~
pression of 1837. Jackson, in his haste to destroy the second Bank of
the United States, had overlooked the wssibility that the "pet" state
banks might become merely smaller version of his feared "Monster." The
state benks were privately controlled for profit, and not all of their
officers were scrupulous. Several bnﬁks defaulted in 1837 with losses

of millions of dollars to the federal treasury. The Whig told its readers

300 B. Phillipa, op. eit. " P 2150
b1bia. |
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that from "the highest pitch of national prosperity we find curselves,
by the folly and knavery of our ru].e:s , suddenly pracipitatad’ into the
slough of naticnal bankruptey and ruin.”> With the fall of the Forth-
ern banks, it was inevitable that "a similar humiliating confession
would be extorted from every other banking institution in the rz«:u;u:ﬂ:z-y."6
The Richmond banks fell, too, whereupon e meeting of angry citizens sus-
pended the directories of the various banks. The Vhig agreed that the
old U. 8. Bank must not be recharteréd»and felt that “a tolerable sub-
stitute for & national bank may be devised; but it must be vholly uncon-
nected vith the party politics of the ‘eauntry. The present system of
pet danks, as B0 msny party engines, ever will keep the éurrency in &
deranged econdition. T | |

The bank problem and the resulﬁant Panic of 1837 became two of
the primary rallying points fér unity between the ﬁoﬁhem and Soﬁthe‘rn
Whig parties, To the Bouthern Whigs, the bank situstion was representa-
tive of the usurpations of the Demoératic regime., In the end, however,
sven the bank problem could not entirely hold Northern end Southern Whigs
together. In this regard the Whig vefy candidly admitted on October 10,

1837 ’ that:

SRichmond Whig, Msy 16, 183T.

61vid,
TRichmond Whig, April 11, 1837.
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The fact is, and cannot be disguised that the Whig
party of the whole Union have agreed, and do agree,
on only one point--resistance to the usurpations of
the Executive. On most of the other gquestions of
the day, Abolition, Tariff, Banks, the Whigs of the
South and North entertain very different sentiments.
Mr. Webster and his friends have sustained almost
every proposition having for its object the expen-
diture of money, while the Southern Whigs, repre-
senting the taxpayers, have uniformly resisted ex-
travagent appropriations. . . We will., , . labor
to maintain those principles which for years we
have urged--the separation of the monied from the
political power--~the arrest of Executive usurpations
and official corruptions--and the overthrow of the
present unprincipled d;\masty.e ‘

The defeat of the Democratic party wes long planned by the Whig
press. As early as 1838, John Hampden’ Pleasants wrote to Moseley, who
was then editing the Whig in Pleasants' absence, that he fully approved
Moseley's "indicated prefersnce of Mr. Clay for the Presidency."?

| As it devaloped, Clay's policies were much too well known to the
American public to make him 8 likely candidate to defeat the incumbent
Ven Buren in 1840. The Whig campaign of 1840 vas a new end 111 experi-
ment in American democracy. Realizing 'that the Democratic party had won
ita elections by organization around policies which served the masses,
and that its own policies had little public appeal, the Whig hierarchy
determined to win the election by sheer enthusiasm. Bince the Whig con~

vention at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania could agree on no platform, none was

81p1d., October 10, 1837.
gmclmona Whig, October 18, 18k2,
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offered or argued. Instead, the misg éandidatea, General William Henry
Harrison and John Tyler, campaignéﬁ %o the excitement of siosms, and
political symbols of cider barrels, log cabins, and coonskins.

"pippicance and Tyler too" won the election by a small popular
majority. Within the five counties of the 8th Congressional district of
Virginia, for example, only Buckingha.m; Alexander Moseley's home, ga.vé
Van Burern a majority. The othars‘, Albémarle, Nelson, Amherst, and Camp-
bell, preferred Harrison. If Pleasants and Moseley had eny regret over
the tactics used in the Whig victory, they didn’t express them in their
enthusisem of the victory. Their hopes for & bright politicel future,
however, were dashed by the untimelj death, & month after his ineugura-
tion of General Harrison. But at ieast the Whigs could feel jubilant
that they had brought the Jacksonien era to a close.

"THE WHIG ADMINISTRATION LASTED OﬁLY ONE SHORT MONTH," the Whig
fairly shouted to its readers aftet many monthes of tensable support of
Tyler.10 To the Whig, the Jacksonien policies were still in effect.

The great popular tﬁuﬁnph of 1840, which the
people vainly imagined would arrest this vieious
end mischievous system utterly failed of its ob-
Ject. . . the cause of this disastrous failure

is most manifest. . . the treachery of Johmn Tyler

threw the govermment into the rut of Locofoc-
ism., . . .The promised reforms were scattered to

10pictmond Whig, February 25, 18k2.
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the four winds of Heaien;;all the wise measures. . .
ware rendered of no effect, by the defeat of that,
which was the pivot of them all--the giver and regu-
lator of a sound currency.ll
For Alexander Moseley, the early eighteen forties, despite the
setbacks of his chosen political party, vere to be particularly important
years. More and more his name wae being closely associated with the Whig,
vhich was rapidly expanding into onavor the great journals of the day.
To meet its expanding circulation, new mechanical techniques were used.
Farly in 18h2 the editors invited "those curious in mechanism" to visit
any morning its new pover press "unsurpassed by any South of the Potomac."12
Conscious of its Southern location, reéders vere informed later in the year
of the commencement of the Weekly Whig, the "cheapest ever attempted South
of the Potomac,"” with a subscription of $2.50 per year. By offering such
low rates the editors werevgrutifying thelr desire to "diffuse correct
political information throughout the éﬁtire body of the community.":3
The subscription lists of the Whig had 2o far exceeded the boun-
daries of Virginia that by 1843 1t was neceosary'to appoint & collecting

agent and four assistants in the South and Southwestern States “"and

111bid,, Pebruary b, 1842,

12p4chmond Whig, Pebruary 25, 1842,

131p14.
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Florida." Even the Western States and Towa and Wisconsin had an agent
asgisted by two nen.2t  Closer to Richmond, in Washington, the Whig was
received daily at the State Department, where its views were compared
with other great jJjournals for formation of diplomatic and national policy.
Alexander Moseley's neme was gaining prominence largely because
of the increasingly independent fole he was assuming et the Whig office.
| From November 1T, 1841, until March 22, 1843, and from June 20 through
December 8, 1843, he had sole editorisl control.l® During this time, how-
ever, Plessants was much in evidence, being at his nearby home in Gooehr-
land County, and often acting as a correspondent of the Whig. Indeed,
he sometimes returned to join with Moseley in the editoriasl conduct of the
paper in the early eighteeu-fortien.ls As early as 1839, Pleasants appears
to have given his subordinates editorial license in his absence. Because
of Pleasants' absence we have a short but poignant view of Moseley as seen
by Thomas Ritchie of the Engu:lrer.-. On this particular occasion, two
correspondents had eriticized Pleesants in the columns of the Enquirer.
Pleasants replied to them, and included & swipe at Ritchie as well., It

must be remembered that journalism in those days was all personalities,

by sd., January 2%, 1843,
15cappon, op. eit., 1821-1935, p. 192.
161p14., p. 192.
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and fev journalistic battles were pcre-bitter or hotly contested than

that between Pleasants and Ritehiey  At any rate, Pleasants wrote

Ritchie and requested that letters which he, Pleassants, had written be

published 1n‘the Enquirer, Ritchie;‘iﬁ his reply, refused to publish

the letters, but tried to appear conéiiiatory to Pleasants and the Whig.

"I have never felt," wrote Ritchie.r"é greatér disposition to extend any

courtesy in my power to the members of the Whig office. I can say with

the most perfect truth that my intercourse with Mr. Gellsher [at that time

and later associsted with the Whig, and at other times with the Richmond

Compiler, the Winchester Re ublican, and Winchester Virginian] for the

last three months, has been of the most liberal and friendly character."l7

"I have seen less of Mr. Moseley," cummﬁﬁted Ritchie, "but it has served

to remove any little prejudice I onee entertained towards that gentlemen.”ls
‘Moseley, too, as his responSIbilities increesed, becama the sub-

Ject of editorial invective, common to editors in the early days of journa-

lism. The Valley Star mistakenly accusgd Alexander Moseley (Pleasants

was the real author), of asseiling thevnewiy elected Governor, James

McDowell for his proemancipation views in 1832.

1T"Unpublished Papers of Themas Ritchie,” John P. Branch Historical
Papers of Randolph-Macon College (Richmond, Virginia, Edward Waddey Co.,
1911), Vol. I, Fo. IV, June 1911, p. 236.

181114,
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Who is Alexander Moseley, that he should thus take
it upon himself to arraign the best men in the land, end,
by inflamatory appeels, attempt to rouse up sectional pre-
Judices? In mental calibre, about seventh rate--in politi-
cal principle, about as fixed and stable as the wind--in
all that relates to the purer and better feelings of the
heart, (if bis Editorials are taken as evidences), below
"COMPARE"~~A wretched demagogue, whose whole desire seems
to be to create mischief--one of those fellows who can
only live in faction., . . .Such is the leading Whig Editor
in Virginiall?

The Whig, in turn, attacked the Enguirer for republishing the Valley
Btar's "grossest and most illiberal attack upon Mr. Moseley, that malice
ever conceived."20 Adding to the baseness of the charge, continued the
¥hig, was its "full knowledge of the high intellect, the unassuming modesty,

the elevation, above all unworthy motives of Alexander Moseley--of the uni-

versal esteem in vhich he is held and of the universal esteem in which he
deserves to be held."?l
'On another occasion, in 1843, the short term return of Pleasants
as associate editor to Moseley, brought both men to ridicule, and demon-
strated s veakness in their editoriasl poliey.
"My, P.," sald the En uirer, has blunders enough
to answer for, without fathering the follies of his associ-

ate Mr. A. M., (Master of Arts). . . squeeks forth, yester-
day, in the following piano style:

1945 quoted in the Richmond Enquirer, January 10, 1843,

20pichmond Whig, Janusry 11, 1843,

211pia.
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Relief Iavs-—--It is due to the Editor of the Whig
to state, that the opinions advanced upon this subject are
not HIS--but those of his associate, who, as a correspond-
ent, or any other citizen might, states what he thinks on
a subject of great public interest and feeling.22

Thus, continued the Enquirer, "the good Whigs of Virginia have two
voices,"23
The feud did not settle down for some time. In early 1843, the
Enquirer accused Pleasants and Moseley of attempting to sow dissention
between Dr. Brockenbrough, president of the Bank of Virginia, and the
editor of the Enguirer. "The office,” belleved the Enquirer, "was worthy
of Mr. Alexander Moseley--vho hesitates not to say anything, however
coarse, which may gratify his vindicative feelings or his party resent-
ments. "2}
Despite the setback of the Tyler administration, the Whig party
remained sanguine about the election 184k, Virginia Whigs were particu~
larly confident, and to help guide them Pleasants returned to the Whigz,
to be assisted by Moseley, who was now among the hierarchy of the Virginia
Whig organization.
Clay received his second presidential bid, and was opposed by the

Demoeratic candidate, James XK. Polk., The disorganized enthusissm of the

22En9uirer, January 14, 1843,
23114,
2hEn uirer, January 12, 1843,
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1840 Whig campaign was succeeded in the 18LL affray by sophisticated
organization., Clay Cludbs were formed all over Virginia, and Alexander
Moseley, as a member of the Whig Central Committee, spent much time
visiting the Clay Clubs and the many large rallies. His enthusiasm for
the Whig cause even led him to be a Whig candidste for a state legislature
seat from his home county, Buckingham.as
Clay's nomination had been accepted by Whigs all over the nation
as inevitable and with little enthusiasm. Ven Buren's apparent nomination
by the Democrats was defeated by the southern block nomination of Polk,
The sanguinity of the Whigs was soon clouded by one issue, territorial ex-
pansion., "Manifest Destiny,” as the expansion issue caome to be known, was
a timely issue and an appealing one to the uninhibited American imagination.
Oregon, Cuba, and Californie all seemed ripe for picking, but mighty Texas
stood ready to be plucked into the union. The Texas question had been de-
bated as early as 1837 when Texas presented a formsl proposal of annexation,
denied by President Van Buren. President Tyler, in an apparent bid for
Southern support, reopened the question of Texas annexation. Fear of an
independent Texms free of slavery led to an active Senate debate when Tyler's
annexation treaty was submitted. Southern extremists forecast "Texas or

Disunion" while Northern abolitionists countered that annexation would lead

25
See pp. 61-62.
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to dissolution of the Union. Although the treaty was rejected by the Sen-
ate, the igsue was left to the 1844 election campaign for decision.

Polk, & pro-Texas annexation man, led the Democratic party in their
appealing platférm of expansion. The Whigs, on the other hand, had no
stand on the Texas guestion, and Clay was forced to awkwardly straddle the

issue. The Richmond Whig correctly asssessed the situation in 184k when,

in an editorial opposing Texas annexation, it declared the question was
designed by Tyler to be a trap for Clay who, if he opposed amnexation,
wvould lose the Bouth, or he would lose northern votes if he favored annexa-
tion.as Pleasants! and Moseley's position of opposing the annexation of
Texas was unusual in the South where the voters, particularly in the lower
states, were anxious to have Texss join the Union. The campaign of 18hb,
vhich was partly instrumental in the ultimate breakup of the Whig party,
had the effect of forcing all of the extreme pro-slavery men into the
Democratic party and causing the Whigs to decry sectional agitation.QT

Although the Richmond Whig had issued a stand against the annexa-

tion of Texas, it soon vaguely amended its opinion when it admitted that

the Senate and President had treaty power, "but this power must be re-

28

stricted by the rules of Reason and Commonsense.” The proper control,

26Richmond Whig, April 5, 18k,

2Tpni11ips, op. cit., pp. 218-219.
2Bp1 ohmond Whig, April 19, 18kh,
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the Whig editors felt, was by public opinion.?d

Public opinion in the Uﬁited States indicated preference for Polk
ﬂ'ﬁo triumphed in Virginia slso. In an appsrent attempt to salvage the
party image, the Whig declared that "there is no proposition in Buelid
‘¢learer than that the Abolitionists have elected Mr. Polk. . .[the peoplel
did not vote as cltizens, dbut ﬁs Abolitionists.So Mogseley, too, lost his
election bid, having bheen defeate& for a leglalative seat, although the
House of Delegates did get e majority of Whigs in opposition to the State
Senate's plurality of Democrats.al

His campaign work ended, Moseley ended his association with the

Whig on June 30, 1845, and began preparation for a lengthy European tour,

291p1a.

30R1etmond Whig, November 12, 18ub.

3lRichmond Whig, Msy 3, 18hb,




CHAPTER III

THE EUROPEAN QOJ’OURE.
1845-18k46

Within & few months after leaving his post at the Whig in June
of 1845, Alexander Moseley began his European sojourn vhich wes to last
well into 1846, The exact dates of him European visit are unknown.
Aécount- wvritten many years later state that he visited for a year; howe
ever, the journal kept by Moseley vhile travelling in England and on the
Continent covers only the period from November 2k, 1845 through Msy 8,
1846, There are no indicetions on eithar of those dates that he had
either just arrived or was just leaviﬁg, 80 it is entirely possible that
the sojourn lasted for much more than the recordad six menths.

The journal that Moseley diligeﬁtly kept records not only his im~
pressions of'fhc usual tourists attractions, dut also indicates his scute
social perception. Eii university education in the claasies and the
broadening experience of journalistic work, gave Moseley an insight into
Europe's people and places enjoyed by few tourists. His visit, as re-
corded, was confined to the principaivcentera of‘Franee and Italy and
london, but the great length of time spent in these places afforded him
a concentrated insight. |

Through his ﬁurOpenn Journai.-one’gains an insight into Moseley
himself, One discovers that he is ﬁo prudish Vietorian, but inatesd is
8 man of many interests, politics being just one of them. Neither the

bistro dancers of Paris nor the more pungent findings in Pompeii affected
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his sensibilities, and one finds that ﬁouley is not only interested in
art, but artists as well.

Whers Moseley entered Furope is unknown, but on November 24, 1845
he wvas in London, having arrived the:"ev. presumably, thirty days prior.l
The days of his lLondon visit were leisurely. After usually arising very
‘late in the morning,the daytime hours ‘.1n London were spent in largely the
seme merner as sny tourist would spend them: The Exchange, the Bank of
England, the British Museum, St. James and Buckingham Palaces, Hyde Park,
the Strand and Belgrave Square, "the most splendid and fashionsble in the
eity,” all had to be seen. While viaiting the docks, he saw a "turbaned
Turk with his whiskers curled—-thé first I ever saw--deeper bronze than
T had thought,"2 Some places were fleetingly visited, while others held
more attention., The sight of Westminister Abbey and "its noble monuments,"
recorded Moseley, "has repaid me for my visit 'across the Atlantic.‘ The
monuments. ., . to say nothing of the architecture-the ceiling of network
of stone in the chapel of Henry VII-the knights banners. . . and the
thousand historical associations connected with the place were an ample

remuneration. The whole will live in my memory many & da.y."3

_ 1"Diary of Alexender Momeley," November 2k, 1845; "The weather
during the past 30 days has been uncommonly fine for Iondon. . ." MSS
in possession of the author. Hereinafter referred to as Diary.

EIbid. , December 3, 18k5.

3Ib1d., November 25, 184S,
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On one morning, Moseley and his travelling companion James Bawdoin,"
a2 New York City lawyer, ‘breakfasted vith the Secretary to the American
Iegation, Melville Cansevoort, who. m' found to be "an enthusiastic advo-
cate of the widest liberty."> Moseloy‘ obgerved too, that Gansevoort was
"thoroughly converssnt with the rules, and the great men of the British
and American ring. n6 |

Shopping and banking matters also consumed part of the daytime
- hours. Evenings presented s variety of diversions for Moseley. One even-
ing was spent at the Drury Lane Theatre watching an opera in which he "en-
Joyed the dancing and music greatlyi”'{ A "quite interesting scientiric
lecture on the Fotato disease"d at the Polytechnic Institution on Regent
Street, vhile dinner at the Arundel Kbuae vith his travelling companion,
James Bowdoin, provided amusement on cther occasions.

Mr. Geprge' Tucker, presumably the Univérnity of Virginis professor,
had provided Moseley vith a letter of introduction to a Mr. Petty Vaughn. . .

Y3ames Bowdoin and his brother George R. J. Bowdoin were the sons
of Sarah Bowdoin Winthrop and George Sullivan., They assumed the name
Bowdoin to meet the conditions of the wills of Governor Bowdoin's son
James, who died in 1811, end his wife Sarash who died vithout issue. New
York Geneclogical and Biographical Record (New York: New York Geneologi-
eal and Biographical Society, 191h), XLV, p. 108.

' 5"Diary",ﬂawmber 29, 1845,
6&&.
7;[2_15., November 25, 1845,
8;_9_15_1_., November 26, 1845,
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At the home of Mr. Vaughn, vhom he found to be kind and "willing to
render me any assistance,” were two other American visitors.g

There were aevaré.l visitse wifh the American Minister to England,
Louis McLane and his family. The first of these, a dinner party with
seven other Americen guests at the Minister's house, was ":m. Rovember 30.1o
After spending the entire evening there, the Minister loaned the Virginia
Journalist copies of Americé.n ne‘vspaéers vhich he read until three‘ o'clock
in the morning in his hotel room. The next viait at the Minister's home,
| on Decembef 1, there were no other guests. Mr. McLane revealed to the
visiting jJournalist that he vas "very warm on the Oregon question, and not

indisposed to a var, "1

On another océasion, on December 3, Mrs. Mclane,
asked Bowdoin and Moseley to "come up and take tes w:lthkher and the giris,
Miss Kity and Miss Mary, at six o'clock, to cheer them up ag they were
all much cast down by the departure of the Minister and Miss Juliet,"
anothef daughter, for Pariz.l2 The two Americans spent the evening lis-

tening to Mrs. Mclane's anecdotes concerning the notorious Lady Holland.

91bid., November 2k, 1815,
10114, , November 30, 1845.
11;3;_1__@., Dacemder 1, 1845,
'12_I_b_g._q_, » Dacember 3, 1845,
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One anecdote was of a dinner at ;
‘ "Mr. Addington's wh}env and vhere the late Lady

Holland was freely dissected. Who could have written the

obituary notice of her, said one. It could not be a

woman, for all women knew her too well, It could not be

her maid for the same resson, nor her butler. It must

have been her coachman who came least in contact with her,

or gome such person utterly ignorant of her real char-

acter. . "33

Mrs. Mclane was found to be entertaining throughout the evening,
and she in turn must have found the visiting American entertaining. "She
wished," recorded Moseley, "we would come up and take tea with her every
evening while in town."1h |

Leaving london on December 6, 1845 in the company of Bowdoin,
Moseley arrived in Prance vwhere "the queer attire of the women. . .snd the
unintelligible jargon of the men" mede him realize he was far from home,
in the "midst of an alien race--a heavy sensation to the heart."15 on
December 8, they arrived in Paris where, after initiaily lodging at the
Hotel de Paris, they took quarters at Number 5, Rue 29 Juillet, "neat,

commodious and sumptucusly furnished. n16

13.]_@_5_..@_., December 3, 1845.
1piq, |

_ 15}3;_4_.', December 6, 1845,
16_-]_2_3;_!_._(}_.. December 9, 1845.
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There was much to be seen in Paris--the Madelaine Church, Pont
Neuf, Place Vendone, Place de la Concorde, and the Garden of Tuileries
"which are no gardens but very like what Chickehominy Swamp would be if
the undergrowth were cleared out." The appearance of Notre Dame was dise~
pleasing to Moseley, but the "associations of the place atone for any de-~
fect, Caesar had his camp nearby--and it is the site of the ancient
temple of Jupiter-~the first time my foot hes trodden the ground known to
have been consecrated to the vorship»of Jove."1T e Louvre, which he‘
felt delightful, vas visited more thahkonce.

There were also viasits to his bankers, Rothachilds, and much time
was spent trying to learn Prench, "a térrible {sie] hard task. A man,
after reaching the years of retlaction; or rather having contracted the
habit of thinking, finds it very irkﬁomc to resume the labours of the
-child, and undergo the mere mechauicai drudgery of acquiring words."18

Paris, even in 1845, was knévn for its merry life, and Moseley
delighted in its restaurants--the Palais Royal and the dazzling Cafe de
Paris vhere he dined sumptuously*~ané in ite night life. One night he
went to the theatre "to see the French girls dance. They are hard to
beat. . ..Bﬁx sone of their postures are of questionable eivility--such

as turning up their legs."t? After describing in bis diary the exact

lTIbid-, December 12, 18k5.
18Ibid., December 16, 1845,

197p14., December 8, 184S.
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steps of their dance, he noted that tbé dancers last act was to throw
up their legs frontvard "so as to give 'every part of the House a fair
paep.“ao On December 27, in company with several American friends, he
visited a midnight Bal Msasque vhere three thousand people danced end vhere
"the women mostly dressed in men's clothes {which] shows their longing. . ,nel
A wveek after leaving his cards at the home of the American Minister,
Mr. King, Moseley visited him and found him "talkative and sensiblé—-
rather didactic-~thinks the change of ministry in England not favorable to
us~-in which opinion I'm rather inclined to concur. The Whigs are week |
and they will resort to violent measures, and those of a demagogue char-
acter, to sustain themselves. War, besides, gives a great deal of patron-
age, and is moreover popular with the million."?? The Oregon question had
come to & head, and Lord John Russell had been asked to form a ministry to
replace the resigned Peel government. Russell was unable to form a govern-
ment, however, .'J.’he nev Peel ministry;vhich vas more conciliatory in its
mood towards the United States, was 0 allay the fears of Moseley and

King. 23

201p14,
211p44., December 27, 1845,
2?.132_5.-3_-. December 15, 1845,

23momas A. Bailey, A Diplomstic History of the American People(New
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Ine,, 1950), pp. 240-2k1,
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Another evening was apent 1# thé company of the Comtesse Monthalon
and her daughter., But despite the delights of Paris, Moseley, longing
for sunshine decided to cut short his Earis visit and left for lLyons on
December 31,24 |

The first ten days of 1846, war§ spent visiting various towns and
ecities~~Lyons, Avignon, Marseilles, and Genoa~-before arriving in Naples
by boat by way of Leghorn. 1In Marseilles Moseley saw one Denby "who was
full of & magnificent scheme for esﬁablishing an American papsr at
Paris--wished me to be its editor, to‘be assisted by his zon and a Mr.
Dueroix,” but declined the offer although he agreed to think of it.2’

In Cenos he strolled by the house of the Marquis de Negro where
2 bust of General Washington, the sight of which "in such a place made
emotions crowd esch other."26 His firet dﬁy in Italy "was one of the
most agfeedble I ever experienced,” and he "could hardly resalize the fact
that [he] was in Italy--in s land so fsmous--the scene of so many mighty
deeds .27 During the following weeks Moseley was to have constant re-

minders of his classical studies, and to have the fortunete experience of

241hid,, December 31, 18b5.
QSZEQQ!’ January 5, 1846,
261bid., Jenuary 6, 1846.
2T1bd.
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being in Italy at a time of & gremtfreﬁival of interest in the classical
age.

Responding to the lax way of life in Naples, the first morning vas
spent, after breakfast, sitting, enjoying & cigar and the glorious sun-
shine "vwhich wae as varm as that of May in v1rgin1a."28 Much time was
passed sitting upon his balcony which Bvcrloaked the Bay, and he amused
himsel? "looking at the groupé of Ragaizi-nthe lszy, lousy, contented-
looking wretches! What a lifel How they do enjoy the sunshine]"29
Visiting Virgil's tomb proved to be g'hmbug, and st the Villa Reale, the
women, though fashionably end richly diﬂssed, he found "awfully ugly."30
Mr. Harnet, the United States Consul in Naples since 1809, and a "very
pleasant gentleman, and very kind," was visited.3}

Pompeii in 1846 was just beginning to be brought out from its
centuries of concealment. Alexander Mbaeley'a viait to the ancient "City
of the Dead” was one of the highlights of his European visit. On the day

of his first visit he wrote that he should

281bid., January 10, 1846,
21bia,

301p1d,, January 11, 1816,
A1pid., Janﬁaryvla, 1846,
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never forget the 1ndeacribable emotions of the

day, I felt as though I was 2000 years back--

standing in the forum, or walking the streets,

worn by Roman carriage wheels., . .opposite the

Temple of Vesta standa the sign of a bawdy

house--an erect Priapusil!, . .the excavations

are in progress, and many more wonders sre yet

to be brought to light. Spent the evening at

home talking. . .over the curious things at

Pompeii.32

On his next visit to Pompeii,' he and his travelling companions were
the first visitors to enter a newly excavated house, its walls covered with
figures of animals, fishes, ahd birds in frescoe. Appropriately the place
vas named the House of the Hunters, but Moseley felt that it "ought to have
been called after us--the American House~-as we first visited it."33
The attractions of Rome were ehough 10 keep Moseley and his band of

fellow American tourists a month and a half. He was prepared to be dis-
appointed at the sight of Saint Peter's Cathedral, but "therefore was not.“3l‘
Art by Rephael and Titian et the Barbareni Palace, the Forum, and the sight
of the Coliseum by moonlight, all impressed the visitor. One Tuesday
Moseley visited Saint Peter's "to hear the Requiem to some dead Pope's soul.

Sav the Pope--a feeble old man--snd a host of cardinals.” > On a later

321114, , Jenuary 13, 1846,
33tbia., January 27, 1846.
341014, , Pebrusry &, 1846,
35mpid., Pebruary 10, 1846,
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visit to the Vatican he saw the Apollo_:Belvedere "which impressed me more
than any piece of sculpture I ever saw, It seems to remind me of some
divine being that I had known in my dreams. X returned to it again and
again."36 At the Chapel of Clement XTI b the Church of Saint John Lateran
he stood under the alter which was the “exact height of Christ," end which
fitted him precisely.37

Moseley, with his training in the classics, delighted at every step
and turning in Rome. Associstions with the classic Roman past were every-
where. He saw the "famous Pompay, at whose base the great Caesar fell;
the statue came up to my notion of Pompey, and I have more faith than ever
that it is the veritable one. I would rather the dlood staln was not on
his 1eg."38 The ruins of the Caesai"s' Palace were visited repeatedly. On
the way to Tivoli "where the 013 Romans had magnificent villas,”39 he pessed
the ruins of Adrian's Villa which he found covered by cypress, pines, olives
and violets,

The pecple of Rome fascinated Moseley. Beautiful women were every-

vhere, and at the carnival he was particularly attracted by three turbaned

361b1d., Pebruary 10, 1846,
37;_[__‘9_1._@ » Pebruary 17, 1846,
| 381114, , February 23, 1846,
39;§§g,,krbbruaxr 28, 18L6.
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vomen in a carriage, whose beauty was such that the lighted tapers they
carried were instantly blown out by men around them, Moseley concluded,
as a gesture of admiration., "I reﬁaid them,"” stated Moseley, "for the in-
Jury I had done them by supplying them with a match. Thelr gratitude was
unbounded.""o Passing by a church on another occasion, he noticed a large
number of enclente women, who had appmntly gone to that chureh for some
special remson., At the Bcala Senta he saw a dozen people ascending the
stepa on their knees. "Absurd as it seemed to me," Moseley related, "I
could not forbear admiration at the devotion which dictated ﬁ;."l‘l

The visit to Rome was a long one and a particularly delightful one
to Moseley, The dancing of the famed Taglione thrilled him more than once.
Shopping for cameo and lava Jewelfy for the ladies in Virginia consumed
time. Meels, in company with his American travelling companions, were a
constant delight, And in Rome, Moseiéy even 4id what he "never did before,
won $1.50 at cards" with a couple of his American friends, but he intended
"$o treat it away--as I don't want 1ll-got gold."l‘a

The pleasant sssociations with ancient Rome and his landlady and
her family came to an end on March 21, 1846, vhen Moseley set off for lLeg-

horn and Florence where he found the people "well off-~they laugh louder

40rh14., February 2k, 1846,
blryga,, Maren 3, 1846,
h271,53., Pebruary 25, 1846,
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and sf;z-onger."l‘3 But art was the principle object of the visit to
Florence. erﬁl days were spent viewing the ususl famous vorks, includ-
ing the Cellini gold enameled cups vhich Moseley particularly admired., In
the nineteenth century, however, Ytaly was the artistic center of Europe
from the American artist's point of view, and Florence, and Reme, too, was
the home of several Americen and English artists and sculptors. In Rome

he visited the studio of one Wyatt, and of one Gibson vwhere he saw "many
pretty things--among them:a Queen Victoria.".““ He also visited the studio
of Thomes Cravford who shortly thereafter gained renowm in Virginia for

his equestrian statue of Washington placed on the capitol grounds in
Riclmond. Hiram Powers, who lster achievednotoriety :lﬁ the United States
and Fngland for his Greek Slave, "very civilly received” Moseley at his
studio.5 Povers' "Eve is very pretty," observed Moseley, "slsc his Greek
slave~-~but much alike~-there isv.va resemblance between all his female |
faces."6 e storm of disappravai of the nude Greek slave at the Crystal
Palace Exhibit in England in 1854,%7 and its later acceptance in the United
States, bécauae of its symbolic representation with the Greek freedom move-

ment then underway, must have been & source of much amusement to Moseley

43rbid., March 25, 1846,
- bhypia,, Mareh 17, 16846,
451p4a., March 31, 1846,
Wryta,

4754y Kennetn Clark, The Nude {London: Penguin Books, 1956), p. 379.
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in later years, recalling his visit to the studio of Powers. During the
several days of his visit in Florence, Moseley spent much time with
Powers and with another Americen, one Kellogg, a painter, at whose studio
he saw many sketches of Turkish and Greek faces and scenes, 8

¥While in Florence, Moseley had the first indication of one of the
most singular events in Virginia Journalsim and of his beloved Whig in
particular. On March 26, after returning from a horse race, he went to a
"reading room to see the nevs froa Anerica~-gaw a brief notice of a fight
between Hugh Pleasents and William Ritchie in which the former was reported
to be killed."!9 |

Taking leave of Powers and Kellogg, Moseley continued his Italian
tour by proceeding on to Venice in the company of several other Americans.
The reality of Venice far exceeded the traveler's expectations! A night
gondola ride, beneath & bright, full mbon, in the company of ladies, was
like & fairy scene to Moseley. After seeing the women strolling about St.
Marks Square, he was "no longer surprised that Titian painted tbe most
voluptuous of women-~he drew from nc imaginary models. The women here have

the finest busts I ever saw, . ."°0 Even though he liked Venice, and even

48114, , Maren 31, 18h6.

thbid.. March 26, 1846. Pleasants died two days after a dusl, fought
on February 23, 1846, vith Thomas Ritchie, Jr., after an implication of
some dishonor passed between the two men. Ritchie was later tried and
acquitted. BSee W. H. T. Squires, Through Centuries Three, A Short History
of the Virginia People. (Portsmouth, Virginia; Printcraft Press, Ine., 1929),
p. 401.
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felt he could live there, Moseley soon presaed'on for Lake Como vwhere he
indulged in his favorite sport, angling. Eventually, he and his friend
Bowdoin reached Geneva where he found letters from home which confirmed
the traglec death of Pleasants. Moseley records that he "walked about
[and] mused over the mad fate of Pleasants-~killed by young Ritchie."51
But distractions vere to be found in Geneva too. Every morning Moseley
was "waked by the Jackasses, What queer animals. They roar and gain the
very earth and aseem perfectly unconscious of anything about them, and
look like they were communing with some distant spirit, or some dear
friend beyond the mountains or zeas. I like to hear them. There can be
nothing in the musical line nicer than the last dying note of a Jack-~
asges! bray. It's worth all the operas in Italy.“sa |
After visiting the watchmakers, Moseley, on May 8, determined %o
move on to his next stopping place. Unfortunately his diary ended with
the entries concerning Geneva. Where he next visited and when he returned
to the United States, he does not tell us, but considering the distance
_of either Mediterranean or Atlantic ports from Genaeva, it must have been

at least late summer before Moseley touched upon homeland,

_51mg_zg,;. May 2, 1846,
521p1a., May 7, 1846.
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The long Furopean Journey wes certainly one of the momentous
events of Alexander Moseley's life. Not only 414 he have the pleasure
of seeing the sources of so much of what he had learned at the university,
but the ¢trip was invaluable to oﬁe 15 his profession. The pages of the
¥Whig in future years were to contain much European news and sagacious

editorial comment, undoubtedly attributable to the 1845 tour.



CHAPTER IV
EDITOR OF THE WHIG, 1848-1850

The campaign of 1848 beckoned Moseley, and on May 30, 1848 he
reJoined the Whig in guiding its political strategy. The more pressing
reason for Moseley's reassocistion with the Whig at this particular time
was the death of its then editor, Richard H. Toler. Toler, previously
the editor of phe‘inflgential Whig Lynchburg Virginian, had come to the
Richmond Whig in 1846 after Plessants had been killed in his unfortunate
duel vith Thomas Ritchie, Jr.}

When Moseley resumed the helm of the paper in 1848, he was assisted
by his twenty-five year old first cousin, Wyatt Moseley Elliott. Elliott,
who hed joined the Vhig in 18&6,2 in his youth had been under the guardian-
ship 6f his older first cousin, Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant. After
receiving his degree in the first graduating cless of the Virginies Mili-
tary Institute in 1842, Eliiott ?anght gt the Slate River Academy, a
Buckingham County boarding school ovned and operated by his relatives.
Elliott, following a familiar family custom, married his first cousin,
Marcia Povall Moseley, the daughter of Judge Thomas Moseley of Kentucky.za

Elliott in later years beceme distinguished as a captain of the celebrated

 cappon, op. eit., p. 192,
%Ivia.

2‘Elliott Papers, MSS in Virginia Historical Society, Richmond,
Virginiae.
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Richmond CGrays, which were called to the John Brown orisis at Harper's
Ferry, and during the Civil War, was a Lieutenant-Colenel of a batallion
of six companies, the Fifteenth Virginia, wvhich wvas raised dy him.3
Wyatt Elliott's association with the Whig vas long and lin 4ifferent
capacities, but at the time of Moseley's sssocistion with him in 1848, he
was undoubtedly serving in a business capacity rather than as a writer.

| Again, as m 184k, in addition to his important editorial duties
at the Whig, Moseley entered the actlive side of the election. Still e
member of the poverful Whig Central Committee, he was also to be found
at "Rough and Ready Club"” meetings. The importance of the Richmond Whig
to its political cause can be readily seen in the fact that the Central
Committee meetings were sometimes held in the newepaper's offices.

In the 1848 election, the Democrats and Whigs alike were divided
over sectional jissues. After much party strife, General lewis Cass of
Michigan, regarded by some Northeners as a "Northern man with Southern
principles,” received the Democratic presidential nomination.l‘ Reviving
the only political formula the Whigs had ever found successful in a pre-
sidential election, a military man, General Zachary Taylor, the popular

31yon Gardiner Tyler, Encyclopedia of Virginis Biogra (New
York: Iewis Historical Publishing Company, 1915), IIXI, p. 261,

%Malone and Rauch, op. eit., Vol. I, p. 565.
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hero of the recently ended Mexican War, was nominsted, with Millard
Fillmore of New York, regarded as a free-soiler, as his running mate. The
Vhigs again adopted no pgrty platform; instesd Taylor's military record
and his sturdy, unpretentious wvays were used to attract votes. To some
Virginians there was even the question of whether or not Taylor was a Whig.
Compared with Webster and Clay he had little qualification, but the Rich-
mond Whig replied that he was surely a Whig or else the opposition would
not have been 80 eager to prevent his nomination.

With no party platform, adroit Whig leaders stumped their areas
with erguments prepared strictly for local comaumption. In Virginie the
question was slavery. Although Taylor was & slave owner, Virginias Demo-
crats charged the General as being an ebolitionist. The Whig Central Com-
mittee replied with vague Southern logic, that they disbelieved the charge
"because he is a man of sense and a patriot."’

The slavery question was further extended to the dispute of sover-
elgnty in the territories. Sovereignty, felt the Whig, was reserved to
the citizens of the states and c¢itizens of the United States, the former
including the latter. Sovereignty "exists, in this country, emong the
people of the several states to whom the general govermment belongs, for

they can at any moment, alter, amend or abolish it according to their

SRichmond Whig, June 16, 1848,
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pleasure."6 The Constitution, coﬁtihuad the Whig, seid nothing of the
citizens of territories, therefore they had no sovereignty. GCeneral
Cass, sccording to Moseley, supported the doctrine that the people of the
territories had sovereignty and could therefore decide for themselves the
slavery question, in opposition to the theory, advocated by Moseley, that
the territories belonged to a.ll of the states which should make the deci-
sion.T

Teaylor won the close election, pertly because of the New York elec-
toral votes gained from the Democratic split in that state. In Virginia;
as in other Southern states he certainly won because he was 8 Southerner
wvho supported slavery., Furthermore, it had been felt that the Whig Con~
gressional leaders could control Teylor after electing him.

In the months succeeding the election of Taylor until he retired
from the Whig in July 185(),.8 Moseley generally supported Taylor vwho, the
Whig stated in retsliation to Democratic eriticism, hed "labored for the
preservation of peace, at the seme time that he has carefully maintained

the honor of the Republic."d

61bid., July 1, 188,
Tivid.

8Csppon, op._eit., p. 192.
IRichmond Whig, Merch 22, 1850.
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Following the election, in 1850 territorial expansion becames once
again a national, and yet sectional, issue. California was seeking admis-
sion to the Union, and in this matter the Whig completely reverased its
previcus view, of Texas annexation days, that the territories had no sover-
eign viewpoint, and that the other states had the decision vhether or not
to admit a territory. In support of sdmisaion of Californias, Moseley
stated that the territory was "Southern ground, and we sse not how South-
ern men can get around i%," and contended that California should present
her constitution to Congress, and that Congress had no right to call a |
state conventicn.l0 The ¥hig in advocating the admission of California
vas taking a view contrary to that of most Southerm states. Meenwhile,
Clay, in an attempt to sgettle not only the California matter, but other
territorial matters as well, proposed five bills that came to be known as
the Compromise of 1850. As they were finally decided by Congress they
provided, in the case of California, that it should be admitted as & free
state by her own choice; and also strengthened the fugitive slave law, in
addition to other provisions, The effect was to shift the ba.lance‘ of
power to the Northern states "while assuming that slavery would not spread
in the remaining territories."}l (Clay's compromise did not meet the full

10ypi4,, Pebruary 21, 1850,

Uyslone and Rauch, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 568.
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approbation of the Whig, however, although it felt something good would
come out of it. "We confess,” stated the editor, "that we have breathed
freer since we have seen Mr. Clay preparing to throw himself in the
breach, and so, . .has every man in the land, who is not opposed to the
continuation of the Union,"32
While the Whig did not fully support Clay's proposals, neither did

it agree with Calhoun's notable speech against the Compromise. His speech
was peagimistic and discussed larger sectional grievances., Calhoun,
editorialized Mogeley, vas a conserﬁt:lve, but he advocsted many notions
and measures "which were calculated to defeat the very objects wvhich he
desired."” Moseley went on to say that Calhoun's

annexation policy was of this nature. Since the

foundation of the government, there has been »

nothing so destructive to the conservative influ-

enceg vhich were scattered through the Union, as

the extension of our Empire. There has been

nothing so fatal to State Rights--nothing of so

strong a tendency to Consolidation in the Federal

Government. Conservative, State Rights influences,

predominated in the old thirteen, and in the older

of the nev Statea, but since the thirst for terri-

torial aggrandisment has seized upon the people,

the spirit of progressive Democracy has pervaded

all parts of the Union.13

Although the effect of the discussion of compromise was to give

hope to the Southern cause, Southern extremists and disunionists such as

12Richmond Whig, February 9, 1850.

131014, , April 8, 1850,
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Robert Barnwell BRhett of South Carolina, and Edmund Ruffin and Beverly
Tucker of Virginia, called for a Southern Convention to meet in Nash-
ville in June to consider Southern rights and problems. While the Rich-
mond Enquirer supported the Kashvillé Convention, the Whig was vehemently
denunciatory of its aims, feeling that it could accomplish nothing.
Moseley desired "no more talk-~lLet us act. If we have reached the point
where & dissolution of the Union is preferable to its continuence, let us
act sccordingly. If we have not sttained that point, we perceive neither
the wisdom nor good taste of braggadocio resc::!.\rt'.i.oma."1h When the con-
vention did meet, the Whig criticized the "ravings of this madman” Rhett,
who despaired of the government ever coming back to the limitations of
the Constitution, and who advoeated dissolution of the Union.15 "We will
venture to say, wrote Moseley, that [Virginia] will repudiate these senti-
ments with the deepest abhorrence."l6
Alvays the proud Virginisn, Moseley made a noble statement in

defense of the Union and in criticism of Rhett's disunionist statements.

As one of Virginia's sons. . .we will venture

to say. . Treason can find no foothold here,

no man can use in a public assemdly, avew him-
self a Disunionist, and live, politically, one

1"Ibid-., January 4, 1850.

15pichmond Whig, July 2%, 1850,
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moment after it.--When Virginia has been wronged,
and can find no ordinary remedies in the Consti-
tution, she knows how to take her own course in-
to her own hends,17 |
At a time vhen dissolution of the Union was a lively matter of dis-
cussion, the Whig allowed no possibility of error of opinion of its owm
stand. Replying to criticism of the Enquirer, the Whig avowed that it
meant "to stand by the Union, under any and all circumstances. We will not
be driven out of it. If it be dissolved, the dissolution shall be effected
by the North--not by us., Our rights can be much more effectively vindicated
in the Union then out of it.18
I11 omens for the continued unity of the Whig party were evident
vhen Alexander Moseley retired again from the editorial chair of the Whig

in July 1850.19

1T1v1a., July 26, 1850,
181p14., Pebruary 19, 1850,

l9Ca,ppon, op. cit., p. 192.



CHAPTER V

THE WHIG GENTLEMAR: PERSONAL LIFE AND
PERSORAL POLITICAL ACTIVITY
1836-1860

In keeping with the popular m;ge of the typical Whig gentleman's
high social standing and cultivated tastes, Alexander Moseley aaw to it
that he fulfilled the conception. As the holder of a university degree,
he certainly was among the young nation's educationally elite and he fur-
ther enhanced his position by traéellihg in Europe in an age when only
the wealthiest or best educated Americans could afford the great amount
of time necessary for the grand tour.l

Being & bachelor gave Moseley the unrestricted leisure necessary
to travel in Europe, and also enabled him to follow a variety of pursuits
complimentary to the life of the nineteenth century Virginia gentleman.

Aﬁer residing in Richmond only about six months, Moseley was
elected on February 16, 1837 to membership in the Virginia Historical and
Philosophical Society,a which was founded in 1831 and which often met in
the Capitol building, {llustrating the high regard of the society. Join-

ing the society's galaxy of distinguished members at the same time as

- 1F¥or a detailed account of Moseley's European sojourn in 1845 and
1846, see pp. 32-h7.

2"Early Records of the Virginia Historical Society 1837-1838,"
Virginis Magazine of History and Biography (January, 1960), Vol. 68, No.
1. P 95, ™
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Moseley were his University of Virginia classmate Willis P. Bocock of
Buckingham, CGessner Harrison, Professor of Ancient Languages at the
University, and R. T, Daniel, one of the rising Whig leaders of Virg:lnia.?’
Membership in the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Soclety gave
Moseley ready sccess to such distinguished men as Robhert C. Nicholas, Con-
way Robinson and David Campbell, the Democrat-tumed—%ig governor. The
society even afforded Moseley and his journalistic rivel, Thomas Ritchie,
& means of friendly intercourse through their common membarship.h

The high esteem of his fellow alumni of the University of Virginia
led Alexander Moseley's election as the first president of that achool's
newly organized Alumni Associastion. "Such societies," the Whig editori-
alized, "we think ought to exist at ke.ll our colleges. They would have
the happliest effect in keeping up a laudable rivalry in the cause of
letters, and in awvekening remembrances of interesting incidents connected
with the history of each institution. Buch an assoeiation. . ,{would be]
always ready to inaspire 4n the bosome of the rising youth, 8 desire to be
an inmate of its classic valls."’

Answering the invitation of the faculty to the graduates of the

university, twenty~four alumni met at the Rotunda on July k4, 1838. Alumni

3rvia.
brpia., p. 100.
SRichmond Whig, July 10, 1838,
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came from as far as Lynchburg and Southampton County, and among the
seven from Riclmond was Alexander Moseley. A constitution was adopted
and officers elected, Moseley being selected as president. FElected with
Moseley, was Willis P. Bocock, as first vice-president, classmate of
Moseley and & resident of his home eounty.6 Interestingly, Bocock was
Just as strong a Democrat as Moseley was an avowed Whig.

After the necessary business was conducted, the alumni, it was re-
corded, "partook of an elegant supper. . .at which wine and wit fiowed in
equal profusion, "We understend,” reported the Whig, "that e classic supper
will constitute one of the regular {and not least delightful) proceedings
of the Society."7 The meeting was & complete success., "We have never
seen more happy meetings," the writer extolled, "more unaffected joy, than
has thrilled the bosoms of those who, after years of separation, have thus
convened anid the scenes of their youthful studies and youthful ploasures."a

Alexander Moseley's gentlemanly services extended in other direc-
tions. At the eighth annual stockholders meeting of the James River and
Kanawha Company, in Richmond on May 2, 1842, Moseley was one of eleven per-

sons appointed as a committee to "inquire and report. . .the measures

6charlottesville Advoeste, July 13, 1838.
 Trnia.

81via.
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which they may deem proper to be adopted" from the speech of the Com-
pany's President, Joseph C. Cabell.? To meet the pressing needs of the
company in their canal building enterprise, the Virginia legislature had
agreed tolloan money to the company, and it was to meet this urgency and
other matters that the president of the company addressed the stockholders.
The Jémea River end Kasnavha Compény was one of Virginia's most am-
bitious attempts at internal improvement. One of the canal's chief advo-
cates was Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant, first cousin and mentor of
Alexander Moseley, for many years & director of the company, and aﬁ one
point its acting president, and a long time member of the Internal Improve-
ment Conmittee of the Virginia Senate. Appreciation for Bondurant's long
gervice to the canal company ves expfessed by giving one of the packet
boats his sppellation. Colonel Bondurant's job and that of his fellow
directors was a thankless task, becsuse of the many problems’besieging
the cumpdny. Typical of the complaints wvas the alleged deficiency of
depth of water at various places along the canal. To settle the question,
in November, 1844, an "examination was made under the supervision of
Messrs. James A. Turner, Thomes M'Kinney and Alexander Moseley, gentlemen

of high respectability, and in no way connected with the administration of

9"Speech of the President, Joseph C. Cabell," Eighth Annual Report
of the President to the Stockholders of the James River and Kanawha Company
(Richmond, 1842), p. 87.
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the company."lo The three gentlemen's examination of most of the canal's
146 miles from Lynchburg to Richmond revealed a depth of less than four
feet, required by law, at only e few places.ll

The three men were able to report that

in relation to the general state and condition of

the line, it gives us great pleasure to be able to

state that we found the towpath, lamps, lockhouses,

locklots, ete. in excellent order, the lockkeepers

steady men, and prompt and efficient in attending to

their respective dutiea, particularly between Lynch-

burg and Beottsville, and the canal generally in fine

condition, and under good management.l?

Moseley had long been interested in the affairs of the James River
end Kanavha Cempeny, probsbly largely through his connection with Colonel
Bondurant. In 1836, when it was proposed that a railroad be constructed
to parallel the canal from Richmond to Lynchburg, Moseley vehemently opposed
the move in the editorial columns of the Charlottesville Advocate of which
he was then editor. Among his objections to the railroad plan was its in-
fringement upon the rights of the stockholders of the Canal Company as

supposedly guaranteed in their charter.

lo'l‘enth Annual Report of the President to the Stockholders of the
Jemes River and Kanawha Company (Richmend, 1845), p. 485.

Lyys4., p. 517
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As to the effort. . .to produce distrust in the
public mind of the James River Directory, we have only to
say, that, wve believe great injustice has been done to that
Board. We have the utmost confideace in their gzeal, thelr
Judgment, and their honesty; and they will accomplish es
much for the good of the Commonwealth as any sort of men
with the same means can accomplish,i3

It must also be remembered that internal improvements were one of
the chief interests of the Whig party.

Politics was Alexander Moseley's one consuming passion. Fortun-
ately for him it was a pursuit restricted primarily to gentlemen in the
early nineteenth century. Hisk one brief fling at active political partici~
pation came in 1843 when the Buckinghsm Whig Delegation selected Moseley
as the candidate for the House of Delegates in place of Colonel Thomas H.
Flood who declined being a candidate. To the Delegation Moseley replied
that

I bhave received your note of the 23'd inst. informing me,

that at a meeting of the Whig Delegation from this county

to the Farmville Convention, I was unanimously elected as

one of the Whig candidates for this county. ., .Gentlemen,

the manner in vhich this nomination has been made, leaves

me no choice. I accept it, and pledge myself to use all

honorable means to sustain a cause, of wvhich I have been

an unwavering friend, 'amidst darkness and storm as well

a3 in sunshine,' and which I honest h’believe to be em-~
phatically, the cause of the people.

~ 13Charlotteaville Advocate, July 8, 1836.

14R{chmond Whig, March 31, 18h3.
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How actively Moseléy cempaigned is not known, but it is certain
that he had en uphill fight in a county that was traditionally Democratic,
despite the previous election of Colonel Bondurant, a Whig, to the State.
Senate. Seventeen men, including Alexander Moseley and such locally pro-
minent men as Thomas H. Flood, Robert C. Hicholas, Robert K. Irving,
Philip Bolling, David Reuben and John Patterson, and Moseley's cousins,
Rolfe Eldridge and Crandison Moseley, the latter also a candidate to the
legislature, formed a county Comitiee of Correspondence and Vigilance to
espouse the Whig ceuse,15 Their efforts were to no avail and on election
day in May 1843, Moseley was defeated, receiving third place in a field of
four candidates. In only two of the six county precincts did he receive
more votes than his Democratic opponents.

As a formulator of public opinion, Moseley was far more successful
than as an active candidate for office. Combined with his editorial
duties, his participation as a political strateglst within the Whig party
must surely have mede him an influential Whig.

Virginia in the days of Whig and Democratic rivalry was a genuine
two-party stete. Political gatherings were occasions of great social in-
tereat, and Fourth of July celebrations in the early dasys of the Republic

particularly lent themselves to political flurry. Views were readily ex-

151114, , April 5, 1843,

et et
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changed between the leaders and candidates of the two parties, necessitat-
ing the beat possible imege on the part of the party representatives. At
one such celebration, in Buckingham county on July b, 1842, the barbeque
prepared for thevoccasion wvas followed by the reading of the Declaration
of Independence by Alexander Moseley. Drinking was as customary a part of
the celebration as Judicious debate; Thirty-eight toasts resulted, most
of them politically inspired. In reply to one toast, "Henry Clay: God
grant that he may be our next President,” another countered "Henry Clay:
May his wife be a widow, and his children fatherless, before he is made
President of the U, S."ls’ Alexander Moseley, whose political views were
already well known to those gathered, proposed instead a toast to
"Virginia: 'Breathes there a man with a soul so dead, who to himself has
never sald, this is my own, my native land.'"17 Alcohol perhaps becoming
the best of him, he later castigated, "The Veto Power: a monarchial fea-

"18 The

ture in the Constitution, which ought never to have been there.
day ended on a2 more amicable note when another preised "Our worthy host,
J. B, Sanders: None know better how to appreciate the Seripture [sie]

{njunction, "Rise, Peter, kill end eat;'"?

161,44, , July 12, 1842,
1T1pia.
18154,

1114,
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Moseley's participation in the Whig orgenization of Buckinghan
County was zealous, despite his defeat in open election. At a meeting of
Buckinghan Whigs in January 1843, he was one of several men appointed to

20 At the ntete

attend the state convention in Richmond on February 22.
convention, held in the Hall of Delegates, Benjamin Wetkins Leigh was
elected chairman, agssisted by Alexander Moseley and R, H. Toler, editor
of Lynchburg Virginia, as secretaries pro tem. Apparently Glouster
County was without a native representative, for Moseley, in addition to
his secretarial duty, represented that county. The convention closed
after declaring ita‘prererence for Henry Clay, but avoided the touchy sub-
Ject of a vice-presidential candidate by leaving that matter to the
National Convention.?t

After several years of experience, by 1844 the Virginia Whigs wers
becoming well orgenized. Among the actions of Whig State Convention of
February 22, 1843, was the appointment, by the Convention's chairman,
B. W. Leigh, of a Central State Whig Committee. Among the twenty-one be-
nighted men appointed to this intersanctum of the party was Alexander

Moseley, along with such luminaries as R. T. Daniel and James Iyons. To

20144, . January 1k, 1843,

2l1p44., Februery 2h, 1843,
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these men vas entrusted the strategy for the forthcoming confrontation.
The wvigorous csmpeign, after the National Whig Convention met in Balti~
more on May 1,22 centered largely about the gquestion of Texas annexation,
%0 vhich Clay was opposed. Clay Clubs were formed all over Virginis. At
the Buckingham Clay Club meeting in October 1843, Alexander Moseley acted
a8 gecretary and vas selected as a member of Corresponding Committee whose
duty it was "to correspond with similar associations throughout the
Sté.te."as Hosel?y,vith the time necessary for such puraui'té, visited other
political rellies, perhaps sometimes in the company of his ecousin, Colonel
Bondurant, who on one occasion spoke before a crowd of fifteen hundred at
the Amherst Festi_.val. Two previous speakers spoke for a total of three
and a half hours; Bondurant "spoke but a short time, but it was multum in
parvo. He gave some home thrusts to the gre,at Democrstic party, who felt
es uncomfortable in his hands as he could have desired,”2h

Alexander Moseley was kept particularly busy during the campaign
of 184k, When eight hundred Whigs met at the Whig Convention in Richmond
for two days in February 1844, he not only was a delegate from Buckingham
County, but also served as secretary tp the convention along vitli fellow

Journalists R, H. Toler of Lynchburg, John 8, Gallaher of Jefferson and

22y, u, o, Bquires, op. eit., p. bh.

23p1chmond Whig, October 1k, 1843,
2k1pid, , November 9, 1843,
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Jdohn W. Syme of Petersburg. Colonel Bondurant took an active part at the
convention, and wvas rewarded by teing named as the alternate to Richard
Toler, the delegate to the Whig Netional Convention in Baltimore, and also
vag revarded by appointment es an assistant to the Election in the Fourth
Congressional District.2? fThere were other meetings as vell. At Howvard's
Grove, near Riclmond, over two thousand people ste watermelion and heard
B. W. Leigh state that the "true guestion is Union or Disunion--or Mr.
Calhoun for President or Disunion."26 vValentine Southall "reviewed the
vhole field of political cus'e.ns:eion,"a'vr all of which it wvas Moseley's duty
to report. In September, he was invited to attend a meeting at Cumberland
Court Houue.ae Back in Buckinghsm County, he was appointed, along with
Colonel Bondurant ag part of e Committee of Invitation for the District
Convention and free barbeque tc be held in September.29 The convention
turned out to be a complete success, vith between three and four thoussnd
in attendance from six surrounding counties.30 After a parade of "carri-
ages and horseback,” the meeting was called to order by Colonel Bondurant,

the State Senator.

251b1d., February 16, 18k,
26p14., July 26, 186k,
2Trpia.

281n34., September 28, 18hk,
29rpiq., August 20, 18kh.
301vid., September 2h, 18hk,
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The Curdsville Club, in Buckingham County, designated Moseley as
a menmber of a Committee of Vigilance, whose duty it was tc "entreat
every Whig in his neighborhood to give ONE DAY to his comtry."3l The
Curdsville Club had been particularly active earlier, in September, when
three hundred Whigs had gathered to erect a "Clay Pole,” one hundred feet
high. After marching to the Masonic Hall, they heard Alexander Moseley,
in the absence of the expected speaker, tell them of Henry Clay'a

successful efforts for the preservation of the
Union, vhenever it had been menaced. The signs
‘of the times showed that great events were on
the gale, and Mr. Clay was the only man in the
Nation who could safely steer the Ship of State
through the impending storm. Ewvery age and
overy Nation had its master spirit to whom the
people turned in the hour of peril and danger
for deliverance. Such is the proud position
vhich Mr, Clay occupies in this our day and Ne~-
tion. Throughout his long and eventful politi-
cal life he has been distinguished for his
patriotism, and as the Flag which they have this
day raised, was elevated above surrounding ob~-
jects, B0 has Mr., Clay's political career been
elevated sbove personal considerations, and
marked a continual devotion to his country's
wvelfare,

The campaign strategy even drew outsiders to Virginia. One of them,

General Thomas William Henry Herrison Moseley of Illinois, a distinguished

| 31yb1a,, November 1, 18k,
321b34., September 13, 18k,
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first cousin of Alexander Moseley, came to Richmond in March to campaign
for 01ay.33 His wvisit with his jJjournalist cousin, was long remembered
by the General's family.

The results of the campaign were divided. The State House of
Delegates seavw a subxtaxitiu Whig Majority, including the election Colonel
William Moseley of Buckingham, but in the Senate, Colonel Bondurant was
politically in the minority.3% Despite the concerted efforte of the Whig
Central Committee and Whigs throughout Virginia, the Democratic presiden-
tial candidate, Polk, prevailed,

After Moseley's return from his lengthy tour of Europe in 1846,
he resumed his labors st the Whig in 1848, just in time to enter the cur-
rent presidentisl contest. 8till a member of the Whig Central Committee,
he vas wvarm in support of General Taylor in his lack-luster ¢campaign
against ‘General Cass. In Richmond, & "Rough and Ready Club," of which
Moseley was elected one of the four assistant secretaries, was organized
"o support the Whig nominees, and mutually promising each other and to
our eompatrioﬁs all over the Union" aid "compatible with the principles

of personsl honor, the law and the cmmt’cMzution.v"35 At the Buckingham

- 331p14., March 19, 18kb.
3byypia., April 30, 18k,
351vid,, June 23, 1848,
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Rough and Ready Club, Moceley's parliamentary abilities wers called upon
te report a sultable conatitutibn.36 In September, he wvas melected to
represent his home county at the major Whig convention to be held at
Lexiugton.s?

Although Moseley was very varm in his support of General Taylor,
General Winfield Scott, "the Conqueror of Mexico," and & contender for
the Whig presidential nomination, was held in high esteem by many of his
fellow Virginiens, including Moseley, Hoping that Scott would visit his
native state, the Mayor of Richmond appointed a Committee of Invitation
consisting of fifteen of Richmond's most distinguished citiszens. Serving
along with Moseley were such luminaries as Genersls William H. MaeFa‘riand,
E. C. Carrington, J. P. Harvie and Bernard Peyton, and William F. Ritchie.

Although the Virginia Whigs were not ss excited over the impending
election as they were in 1844, General Taylor was victorious, probably
largely because of his supposed pro-slavery stand in contrest to Cess'
alignment with much of the abolition support. To Moseley, it must have
been particularly gratifying that Richmond, often called the "Gidralter
of Whiggery," went overvhelmingly for Gemeral Taylor, especially when his

home county maintained a close Democratic edge.

36114, , August 23, 1848,
3T1vid., September 5, 1848,
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To all practical ends the Whig party was largely dissolved in
Virginia after the Taylor victory. Moseley appears to have never taken
such an active interest in any cempaign thereafter. Except for much of
the period of 1852 through 1854 vhen he again became editor, Moseley pro-
bably spent much of his time as a farmer.

Alexander Moseley's interest in farming asserted itself as early
as 1843, when, at a meeting in Buckingham County called to form a "Society
for the Promotion of Agriculture, Horticulture, and the Mechanic Arts,”
his parliamentary skills were prevailed upon to be one of six members or'
a committee to draft a constitution for the organization.3a

In keeping with the popular conception of the typical Whig gentle-
man as & prosperous slave holding planter, Moseley had acquired in the
years preceding the Civil War, a considerable estate in Nelson County,
"Sycamore Island,” just across the James River from Buckingham County.
Its 468 acres were supervised by a farm manager, S. W. Marshall,39 and

ko The magnitude

worked by thirty-seven slaves over i{welve years of age.
of Moseley's farming operation is shown by that fact that in 1863, only
twelve other planters in Nelson county had more than the fifty slaves of

both sexes send all ages held by Moseley et that time‘.x’l

38Rs chmond Whig, June 3, 1843,

39" paym Journal of Sycamore Island, October 22, 1855-December 2,
1856", MSS in Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia.

ho"Personal Property Tax Book, Nelson County, Virginias, 1860,"
MBS in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia.

l‘l"Pcrscnal Property Tax Book, Nelson County, Virginia, 18637
MS8 in Virginis State Library, Richmond, Virginia



T1

Living with Moseley at "Sycemore Island” were his mother and
several other people, some of them probadbly relatives. One Henry Bradley,
a Mulatto, twenty-two years old in 1860, also lived in the plantation
hom‘e.ha

In 1863, there were twenty horses, thirty-three cattle, seventy-
five sheep and sixty-five hogs.h?’ The plantation was diversified in its
yield. Presumably, however, tobacco was the money crop. Moseley's in-
torests were further extended, however, to 2 steam mill and grist mill.
The steam mill, capitglized at one thousand dollars, used 1,600 logs to
produce an annual product of 120,000 feet of plank valued at $12,000.M’
The grist mill was capitalized at $1200, and primarily produced corn
meal but also produced other articles including plaater.hs

With resal estate valued at $30,000 and a personal estate of
$70,000, largely represented in slawes, Moseley was well within the more
prosperous class of Virginians. He undoubtedly relished the life of the

country-gentlemen, and even after the financial collapse he suffered dur-

ing the Civil War, Moseley still spent much time with his relatives at

42\ mited States Bureau of the Census, "Eighth Census of the United
States, Nelson County, Virginia, 1860," MSS in Department of Archives,
Washington, D. C.

43vperaonal Property Tax Book, Helson County, 1863," op. cit,
thnited States Bureau of the Census, "Eighth Census of the United

States, Nelson County, Virginia, Schedule 5, Industry, 1860," M3S in
Department of Archives, Washington, D. C.

4S1vi4.
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"Pigsh Pond,” a Buckinghem County farm he apparently acquired during the
war and deeded to his cousin Alexander Bondurant after the fall of the
Confederacy. The halcyon days of snti-bellum Virginia were never revived

for Mbséley, however,



CHAPTER VI

THE CIVIL WAR PERIOD
1860-1865

Few events of pre~Civil War history had more impact on the South
than that of John Brown's raid on the arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia,
in October, 1859.1 Besides alerting the South to the danger of the aboli-
tion movement, the raid increased the number of secessionists and weakened
the faith of countless others to the need for permanent union with the
Northern stetes. More tangible was the incident's wrecking of the Virginia
political parties' plans for the election of 1860. The previous possibility
of the Virginia Whigs jJoining with the comnservative Republicans wes com-
pletely changed, and the Richmond Whig soon became ag bitter in its denun-
clation of the Republican party as the Democrats wera.2

The altered political situation required a new progrsm for the
"Opposition Party,” as the remnants of the old Whig party had come to be
knowvn. No longer could the slavéry issue be ignored, and union effected
wvith the conservative Repudblicans. Instead, a new party, the "Constitu-
tionsl Union Party," vas formed to fight the eorrupt” Democratic party on

non-slavery issues,

lienry Thomas Shanks, Secession Movement in Virginia, 1847-1861
(Richmond: Carrett end Massie, 193%), p. 95.

21vid., p. 10L.
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After a particularly unharmonious convention, the Southern Democrats
selected John C. Breckenridge of Kentucky as their presidential nominee for
the election of 1860, while Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois became the North-
ern Democrat's nominee. A moderate, Abraham Lincoln, was selected by the
Republican Party vhich was exuberant over the Democratic disunity. Meen-
while, in Baltimore in May, a convention of old Whigs officilally formed the
Constitutional Unlon Party. Its candidates, John Bell of Tennessee and
Edward Everett of Massachusetts, pledged themselves to no political princi-
ples but the support of the Constitution, the Union, and the enforcement of
lewvg, trying, therefore, to aveid the divisive nature of the slavery 1esue.3

Thus, four presidential nominees entered the political arena of 1860.
In Virginia there was certainly no political unity of the electorate. This,
too was reflected in the newspapers. Of the Richmond press, the Enquirer
was vehemently pro-Southern and ardently in support of Breckenridge. The
Dispatch, even though it was neutral, carried several editorials showing the
inadvisability of secession to the Southern states.& The Whig, under the
editorship of Robert Ridgway, a Moderate,avas wvarm in its support of Bell
Vand the Constitutional Union Party. By supporting Breckenridge, the Whig

felt, the lower South was favoring dissolvement of the union.5 Breckenridge

3Malone and Rauch, op. ecit., Vol, I, p. 68L.

hRichmond Daily Dispatch, August 7, 9, 29, 1860.

Richmond Whig, July 3, 1860.
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supporters, on the other hand, tried to discourage support of Bell by
waintaining that he was opposed to slavery., The editor of the Whig de~
clared that "experience, and observation, have taught Mr. Bell, as they
have taught the whole South, together with large numbers of the Worth,
that slavery in the South is 3 fixed and unalterable, necessary, and bene-~
ficial institution. . ."6
| Many Boutheners, and the Enquirer in particular, had long expressed
the opinion that the election of Lincoln would result in the dissolution of
the Union.T With particular foresight, the editor of the Whig, Just before
election day, stated that "the only issue involved in the coming election
is the momentous and parsmount issue of the preser#ation of the government
itself."8 Despite the assertion of each of the parties that votes cast
for its candidates were votes for union,9 there was wide division of votes
and Lincoln was the winner nationally. Despite the ominous situetion, the

Whig could st least reloice that its nominee, Bell, carried Virginia, al-

though by & small plurality of 358.10

6Ibid., July 31, 1860.

pomeitiantio)

TEnquirer, July 10, 1860,

aﬂichmond Whig, November 2, 1860.

9Shanks, op. cit., p. 115.

10m,14.,
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Consternation reigned in Virginia in the period immediately follow-
ing the election of Lincoln. Virginia's political leaders urged differ-
ent forms of action. At the opposite ends of the pole were Edmund Ruffin
and ex~Covernor Wise who urged immediate secession, end John M. Botts, a
former prominent Whig, who maintained that the Commonwealth should remain
in the Union under any eirmmstancea.n The press vas equally as divided,
vith the Enquirer urging preparation for dissolution. The Whig quickly
emerged as the champion of moderation and caution, and remained so through
most of the period of agitation until the secession of Virginia. Unlike
the advocates of secession, the conservatives of Virginie were disunited,
Nevertheless, it was to their credit that they proposed various plang for
obtaining redress. Among the most widely advoecated plens were proposals
for a national convention.12 Wyndham Robertson, a States' Rights Unionist
and former acting Governor of Virginia, writing on the subject of the
National Crisis in the Whig, proposed a constitutional amendment conven-
tion.13 Robertson felt that the kernel of the current troubles was the

North's "denial of cur right of property in our slaves and their assertion

of our criminally holding them.“l" For the sake of peece and justice,

Vy1pia., pe 122.
121p44,, p. 130.
13pichmond Whig, December 21, 1860.

ria.

serrvarta——
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Robertson proposed "further 1egialatién to counteract or punish all in-
terference vhatever to the facile redo?ery of our fugitive slaves, "o
The Constitution, he maintained, recognized the equelity of rights in
the territories and constitutional protection egainst all legislation in-
terfering with slavery in the states choosing it. More importantly, he
acknowledged the right, as 4id so many conservative leaders,to secede,
but denied that the time was right to secede, until all proper measures
for redressing grievances had t‘ailed.ls

In reply to Robertson's views and proposals, Alexander Moseley

wrote a letter which was published in the columms of the Whig.

Fish Pond, Nelson County,
December 26, 1860

My Dear Sir:--I've read with much interest
your letter to the Whig, and concur in most
of the positions you take, With respeet to
the remedy you propose for the troudbles of
times--a National Convention-~that doubtless
is the proper remedy, and, if it could be
held in time, might avert the impending ca-
tastrophe, But that is a remedy depending
ocn others. The South alone cannot call it--
and I see not & sign that the North will con-
cur. That region has obtained the power--
and it snaps its fingers at any proposition

151bid.
161314,



likely to impair its exercise. But, if called, it is
not possible for it to assemble in time to meet the
erisis. _

The later authorized announcement by the New York
Tribune gives us to understand, that Mr. Lincoln's
policy will be one of coercion, and we may expect that
his inauguration will be immediately followed by Civil
War. The point to be gained is to prevent that catas-~
trophe~~How i8 it to be affected? The only means that
occurs to me is by a sudden and total arrest of the
action of the Federal Government. It is that Govern-
ment--the mere creature and common agent of the States
-~which alone threatens war and endangers the peace of
the country.--But how is this arrest to be effected?
In several Govermments there have been checks provided
for extraordinary emergencies. The Athenians were in
the habit of ostracising their most illustrious citi-
zens, vhen they became dangerous to the public liber-
ties. In Rome, the Dictatorship, or Tribunitisl veto
vas the resource, according as the general or plebeian
interests were imperiled. We bhave no check at sll
similar either in our Constitution or usages. One
branch of our Government has & check upon another
branch; but there is no suspenaive veto anywhere pro-
vided upon the ection of our whole Covernment, This
is a great defect in our system--and may, at this very
time, prove destructive of the public peace and fatal
to the Republic. We have not hitherto felt the want
of it, and now, at the hour of need, we must invent or
improvise a substitute. That substitute, it oceurs to
me, might be provided in this way: Let Virginia and
Maryland--the two States most directly and vitally in-
terested, and as many more as may choose to join, in-
terfere in their sovereign capacities, take possession
of Washington, before the hth of March, and forbid the
inauguration of & President, until a Convention of all
the States can be held. They might announce their de-
termination to their sister States to the following
effect:

78
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"We, two of the sovereign States of this Confederacy,
Justly apprehending that our common agent is ebout to
involve the country in war, interpose for the sake of
peace, until all the States can meet in Convention to
settle the nmatter in dispute. The Confederacy is al-
ready dismembered, and we cannot consent that a part
shall take possession of the army and navy, created by
us all for our common defence, and employ them for our
oppression, Let all the States meet in Convention and
come to r dlstincet understanding; if we cannot agree
to live together in peace or to part in peace, if we
must fight, let the common army and navy be disbanded
or divided, and let us have a fair fight., But until a
Convention of all the States is held, and all matters
of difference adjusted, no more Presidents shall be in-
sugurated on this sofl."

I think this line of conduct promptly adopted and
vigorously pursued by Maryland and Virginia night save
us from Civil War sltogether, or failing in that, leave
us to a var on fair and equal terms. The proceeding, you
observe, is purely pacific and conservative in ite tend-
ency,. It merely suspends the action of the common agent
of the States, until the States themselves can meet and
take the matter in their own hands. It does seem to me,
that not only Virginie and Maryland, but all the border
slave States would reedily join in such & movement; and I
can see nothing in it to forbid the hope that New Jersey
and even Pennsylvania might give thelr countenance and
cooperation. In the event of the cooperation of either
or both of these States, I would suggest that some such
eminent citizen as Commodore Stockton should dbe called
to the command in chief of the allied army of occupation.
This would take from the movement both the eppearance and
reality of being section.

As the object is peace, unless some more effective means
could be devised, I should hope it would meet with a general
concurrence. Even Mr. Lincoln, if he has any regard for his
owvn peace or his country's welfare, should rejoice at such an
interposition, as it would relieve him of the heaviest re-
sponsibility that ever rested on the head of man.

In conclusion, I will say, that, in my opinion, Virginia
and Maryland (Virginia alone, if others will not cooperate),
should at all hazards prevent the consummation of the revolu-
tion, by which they will be stripped of all their righta in
the Covernment, and have war thrust directly upon them. The
inauguration of a sectional President, elected by e sectional
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majority, would be that consumasation--and should bhe re-

sisted by all the means that God and nature have put into

our hands. .

Very truly yours,
A. MosErEy,T

Notwithstanding the efforts of man& conservatives to check the
groving radical bantiment in Virginia and 4in the lower South, thelr en-
deavors finelly ceme to a head in ﬁhe‘Seceasion Convention vhich convened
in Richmond on February 13, 1861.18AiContrary to the outcome of the con-
vention, it opened with a considerﬁbla play of strength on the part of the
conservative element. While it is difficult to classify the membership ot‘
the convention according to unionist or secessionist sentiment, the members
might be grouped into three principal, and overlapping, segments: the
secessionists, moderates, and the Unionists. The first of theae segpants
wvas composed meinly of previous Breckenridge Democrats, and because the
group comprised only Sboux one-fourth of the delegate strength, its leaders
‘had to follow a course of agitation to achieve its final gosl. The moder-
ates were chiefly State Rights' Whigs And supporters of Douglas and a few
followers of Breckenridge. Never a united group, the moderates neverthe-

1eas favored using all means of concession before resorting to secession.

1Ttvia., January 5, 1862.

18gnanks, op. eit., p. 158.
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Cooperating with the moderates st théirbutset of the convention were the
Unionists whose ranks were composed of old National Whigs and a few |
followers of Douglas. While denying the right of secession, this group
did oppose the enforcement of Federal laws in a seceded state.l

The opening p_eriod of the conference, until March 9 when the re-
port of the Federal Relations Comittee was heard, was marked by relative
inactivity and delay. It was during this span that the ill-fated Peace
Conference met in Washington. Its failure, largely a result of the feel-
ing of many Republicans that there was nothing to lose, greatly strengthened
the cause of the Secessionist element not only in Virginia, but in the
other Bouthern states that had not ‘al’réady seceded. .20 Lincoln's insugura-
tion caused still other moderates to vaiver.2l Conservatives still pre-
ferred to delay the work of the convention, despite the agitation of the
radical element of the convention.

The conservatives wvere still well in control of the Virginia
Bession Convention following the r;porﬁ of the Peace Conference and the
inauguration of Lincoln. Then, on March 9, the Federal Reiations Committee

presented itz preliminary report, followed ten days later by a report de-

19114, , pp. 159-160.
201pi4., p. 172.

21l1pid., p. 17h.
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signed as s thirteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
reconmending a series of guaranteesv to the integrity of the states. From
Maxrch 9 on the conservatives abandcneld‘ their previous tactie of delay, and
instead pushed forward in all manners possible, The répcr'b did not speci-~
fically recognize the right of secessicn, but was more forthright in its
opposition to the use of force by the Federal government agsinst a atate.aa
To put its program throﬁgh the convention, the conservative element urged
Seward, who wvas regarded as the real ieader of the nevly elected Republican
administration, to withhold all forms of "coercion,"23 The seceasionists,
on the other hand, changed their ﬁé.ctica. To convert the poprulace to
their side, they began delaying thé, proceedings by such means as present-
| ing resolutions showing the moderatés how secesslon sentiment wes rapidly
growing.2H ’

Alding the secessionists at the Convention "in their efforts at
agitation were the aggressive and well-edited Richmond newspepers."2%
The Dispatch, the Enquirer, and thé Examiner, all continued their secess-
ionist commotion. Even the Whig had bécome lukewaym for the Union cause

since the inauguration of Lincoln. Combined with the growing radicsl

221p34., pp. 180-181.
239_&@_., p. 181.
21’3.’3;_(}.., p. 183.
251p14., p. 183.
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sentiment throughout the Virgiﬁia countryside, the large circulation of
the secessionist journals had gréat influence on the final outcome of the
Convention. The conservative newspaﬁers could do little to counteract the
growing lawlessness and "the little kﬁbt of persons about the court houses
and crossroads of some of the counties [vho] commit a grievous mistake in
imagining. ., .that because they are in favor of immediate secession and»
revolution, therefore the whole people of the State are equally es run mad
as themselves. . ."20

The cause of the conservatives'continued to weaken. On April 15
Lincoln called for the raising of 75,000 troops and the repossessing of
fortadl This, combined with the firinglan Fort Sumpter, thoroughly dis-
mayed the conservatives, despite their hope that the North would not dback
Lincoln. Both moﬁeraxea and secessicnists outside the Convention eon-
sidered Lincoln's Proclemation cause for immediate independent state
action. Even the Whig conceded that the proclamation meant var.28

The excitement ceused many conservutiva convention delegates to
swvitch to the secessionist cause, aﬁd ﬁany expected an ordinance of
secession to be presented on April 15, dbut the secessionists were not
ready to take that drastic step without almost unanimous support. The
next morning the Convention went into secret session with almost unanimous

approval. An ordinance "to repeal the ratification of the Comnstitution

26pichmond Whig, March 15, 1861.

27Malone end Rauch, op. eit., p. 697T.
28Richmond Whig, April 17, 1861,
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of the United Stetes of America, by the State of Virginie and to resume
all the rights end powers under said Constitution” was introduced, but
the Convention wes adjourned before écting upon the ordinance, the
secessionists still vaited for a ﬁore favoresble majority té support dis-
union.2? |

Earlier, In the latter part of March, a:call had been sent out to
selected men, mainly in Tideweter and Pledmont, to meet in Richmond on
April 16 for the purpose "of consulting 'with the friends of Southern
rights as to the course which Virginia should pursue in the present emer-
gency.'"Bo Henry A. Wise, the originator of the idea, held that the main
purpose for calling the meeting was td organize a "resistance party" for
the spring elections. The call was sent out, however, not only by Wisa,
a segepsionist menber of'the Secession,Convantion, but by three other
radical members of that body, and by two members of the House of Delegates,
and three other prﬁminent Democrats, all of thenm secessioniats.31

The delegates to the "spontaneous” "Southern Rights Convention"in-
cluded some of the most influential men in Virginla. In addition to

H. A. Wise were P, H, Aylett, G. W. Randolph, J. A, SBeddon, Willoughby

293hanks, op. eit., p. 201.

30chariottesville Review, April 5, 1861, as quoted in Shanks,
Op. eit., p. 203, '

318hanks. op. eit., p. 202.
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Newton, G. W, Bagby, Judge Robertson and O. Jennings Wise. Many members
were delegates to the regular Secession Convention and frequently went
from one meeting to another. Among the ninety-one delegates from Richmond
that were asked to attend the meeting was Alexander Moseley.3? |
The Southern Rights Convention met behind closed doors on April 16
and immediately & call went up to overthrow the regular convention. Bome
of the more conservative members persuaded the group to allow the other
group a little more time, reports coming from the Secession Convention
showing that ﬁhe congervatives in that body were weakening.33 On the second
day of the Southern-Rights Convention, reports were constantly received
of the proceedings of the supposedly secret Secession Convention. Members
who were attending both meetings carried to the Southern Rights meeting
the news of the particularly vehement speech of Henry A, Wise; In his
denuneié,ry and violent speech, Wise is reputed to have told the regular
convention that Harper's Perry and its armory were being teken over by
Virginia soldiers, snd in Norfolk the Pederal Navy yard and property were
seized by state troops, he having taken the responsibility because the
Governor was unvilling to resct to the inevitableness of war., Wise's im-
passioned speech, combined with the pressure and the exoitemexit of the

Southern Rights Convention, are credited with the final passage, on

32R4ctmond Dispateh, April 16, 1861,
33%hanks, op. eit., p. 202.
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April 17, of the ordinence of seceszssion by the regulsar t:txmren*l:.'u':uxx.3h
The Southern Rights Convention, attended by Alexander Moseley, while it
414 not have to resort to conclusive measures, did have great influence
on Virginia's final decision to séver ﬁer ties with the Union of which
her membership had for so long been a cornerstone.

The ordinance of secession provided for ratification at the elec-
tion of May 23, but for all practical purposes Virginia was out of the
Union after April 17, Virginia having cast her lot with the already seceded
states of South Carolina, Georgls, Al@bama.. Florida, Mimsiesippi, Ioulsiana
and Texas. Within a few weeks Arkensas, North Carolina and Texas followed
Virginia's lead, and soon afterward the Confederate Congress voted to move
the geat of government from Montgomery to Richmond.

Earlier, on Mareh 29, Robert Ridgeway, who had so ably ‘and admire-
sbly edited the Richmond Whig, resigned3’ because, it was later said "he
was unable to agree with the proprietors” of the newspaper on the subject
of secession.36 The proprietor of the Whig, Colonel Thomas M. Bondurant,
vho, it was later wvritten, belonged to a "tlass of public men usually de-

nominated conservative and national,”37 and after Lincoln's triumph was

3%1pi4., pp. 203-20k.
351v14., p. 180,
361y gxeteh of the Whig," in the Richmond Whig, March 17, 1869.

3TRichmond Whig, May 10, 1862,
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"one of the first and most decided of his party to declare that they

[Southern rights] should be defended out of the Union,"38 had brougnt

on a demand to end the unique pro-Union position of the Whig after

Lincoln's inauguration. A few weeks later, on May 9, it was written that
the Examiner atill fires shot and shell at Covernor

Letcher and the dominant majority in the Convention. . .

The Enquirer is moderate and kind to Gov. letcher. . .

The Whig now goes into the gecession movement with all

ite might. Mr. Mosely [sic] has resumed the helm; and he

was, I believe, & secessionist many years ago. The Dis~

patch, not long since neutral and conservative, throws all

its povers, with its large circulation, into the course,

So we have perfect unanimity in the press.3?

Thus, Alexander Moseley wan once again called in a time of crisis,
to take charge of the Richmond Whig. This time his position was unique.
How that Virginis was out of the Union, the Richmond newspapers took on a
nev status. At the oapitol of the Confederacy, the Richmond newspapers
would be esgerly read, by citizens in all of the Confederate States » and
the contents of the Richmond journsls would de minutely examinad by the
Rorthern States and foreign countries as a barometer of happenings to the
new experiment in government. ‘The Whig, "ranked with the Enquirer and
the Examiner as one of the great newspapers of the SOuth,""o would cer-

tainly be read with care.

391114,

39Joaerph B, Jones, A Rebel War Clerk's Diary, Vol. I, p. 33.

l":’lmr:.'iz!»ax's A. Trexler, "The Davis Administration and the Richmond
Press, 1861-1865," The Journal of Southern History, Vol. XVI (Feb.-Nov.,
1950), p. 52.
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Moseley wvas & logical choice to be editor of & secessionist news-

paper. He later wrote, referring to himself, that

we were secessionists for long years from the

deep conviction that Yankeeisms were gradually

undermining the admirable Republican institu-

tions which we inherited from our English an-

cestors, and would sooner or later sweep them

from existence. The Constitution [of Virginia]

of 1851, by introducing universal suffrage and

the election of all officers directly by the

people and for short terms, almost realized our

vorst fears. We were spared only one evil--the

Yankee system of free schools, by which all in-

dividuality is destroyed and men are made as

exactly alike as a gross of wooden nutmegs. . .Ml

To Moseley, the new Confederate government was a chance to correct

what he considered the weaknesses of the United Ststes Constitution. While
avowing confidence in President Davis, Hoseley confesséd. in September,
1861, "some indications. . .we do not like. . .we have been té.ught to be-
lieve that & loose lLesgue or Confederacy of free, sovereign and independ-
 ent commonwealths constituted the best form of government, for the happiness
and freedom of man, which human ingenuity has devised. The o0ld Articles
of Confederation, which bore us triumphantly through the Revolution, is
our besu ideal of a perfect government."h2 The editor further complained

that the Confederate system was drawing near the old government, and dis-

1‘:"Bi«':lmoml Whig, January 27, 1863,

421n1d,, September 6, 186L.
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1liked the "dismposition to concentrate in the Confederate Head functions
that properly belong to the State authorities,."t3
In fact, the Confederate Constitution, adopted on Mareh 11, several

weeks before Virginia's secession, and never submitted to popular ratifi-
cation, was essentially like the Constitution of 1787, dbut "slanted in =
state-rights direction,"hk Moseley continued to object to the Confaderate
Conastitution, contending that it was adopted with great haste and little
deliberation by only seven states.

"A great mistake was committed by all in not pro-

longing the Provisional Government during the

war:s .« It is not yet too lete to repalr the mis-

chief, . .but we detest with all cur heart, the

system vwhich exists, and which iz teeming with cor-

ruption and despotism. . .let us, while we may, per-

fect our scheme by the establishment of just and

equal laws, and such a distribution of power that no
one man csn upset our 1iberties," >

The Whig, "neutral at first. . <becane frankly critical of all
elements of Confederate gmrnmant."l’s.hy the early part of 1862. The
"perfect unanimity" of the Richmond pi'eaa, referrsd tc by the chronicler

J. B, Jones,h'f wvas gone, and the Whig had returned to its previous label

431p4a.
m“Malone and Rsuch, op. eit., Vol. I, pp. 691692,
l‘slii.chmomi Whig, Jenuary 3, 1862.

46prexier, op. oit., p. 53
l"fJon«esi, op. eit.y Vol. I, p. 33.
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as an "opposition" newspaper.

The campaign of invective editorial writing against the Davis
administration really got underway in March, 1862, when Moseley wrote
that the "knowledge of a disease is necessary to a cure--our President
has lost the confidence of the country. . . We have not indulged in stric-
tures on the members bt the Cabinet., . . The impression has gone abroad
that they have little or no discretion in the performance of their func-
tiona; that_thay are merely head clerks, and that the President undertakes
to do everything himself, . ,nh8

Moseley's criticism of the administration "caused Provost Marshal
John H. Winder to threaten to suppress the paper 'if 1t does not abandon
its vicious habit of uttering unpalatable truths'™%9 e Whig countered
by stating that had as the auppressioné of Lincoln were, those of Davis
vere ndt far behind. 0

Censure of the government reached its high point in 1863, however.
In February of that year, the new Conscription Law of the Confederacy was
attacked. "If it be desired," stated the editor of Whig, "to introduce
such a system in the Southern States. . .the tranafer of the whole mili-

tary from the States to the central head, will be the best means. . .But

48ptchmond Wnig, March 18, 1861.

Y9rrexier, op, cit., p. 53.
50Richmond Whig, March 25, 1862.
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ve utterly repudiate that sort of construction, which refines away the
Rights of the Sovereign States to an intangible and imperceptible myth."51
President Davis in March was criticized for asking Congress to suspend
habeas corpus, "the great bulwark of ﬁ'eedom." in the Confederacy. 52

The Enquirer, generally pro-administration in poliey, felt that suspension

of habeas corpus was necessary, but the Whig continued to maintain that

impressment was not authorized by law, 03 Initially, the Whig opposed di-
rect taxation by the Confederate sovermnem,sl‘ but the journal later amended
its position by urging the people to accept the Tax Bill despite its

faults and ineguities. )

While Moseley, in his editorials, rarely assalled the military
situation of the South, he finally could contain himself no longer. "It
was not until the fall of Fort Donelson," he wrote in July, 1863, that the
President deemed it necessary to raise an army of any magnitude to meet
the gathering hordes of Yankee Vandals who were pressing on sll sides.">>
The aditorial further criticized the Confederacy's fallure to get abund-

ant food from some areas to places where it was needed, and censured the

511b4d., Pebruary 5, 1863.
521bid,, March 10, 1863,
531pia.

SUrvid., Maveh 20, 1863.
5374, July 24, 1863,
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failure of the army to build a bridge over the Pearl River to save the
valuable rolling stock.56
Disapprobation continued to flow forth from the pages of the Whig.
Rather than humiliate the Confederscy, Moseley felt at one point, by ask-
ing recognition by England, he urged Davis to recall l»!‘e.ts«::n.\s'r A few days
later Davis was reproved for his selection of the Southwest Command, which
showed "favoritism and the insane idea that anybody would do for the South-
wezt."58 Governmental criticism reached its high point in September 5
when a Whig editoriel called for the remodeling of the Administration,
"the respectable gentlemen who compose it being of too light metal and too
small calibre for the heavy work they have in hand."59
Just when Moseley terminated his wartime association with the Whig
ie undetermined. Certainly it was before November 14, 1863, for at that
time the chroniclar of Confederate events, J. B. Jones, referred to Moseley
as the “"former editor" of the Hhig.éo Moseley perheps was writing his

own Swen Song in August when, in an editorial entitled "Government Orgens,”

561via.
5Trbid., August k4, 1863.
581p1a., August 12, 1863.

5922229. September 5, 1863,

6°Jones, op. eit., Vol. II, p. 9.



93

he wrote that it was "indeed, a& willful prostitution of the functions of
a newspaper to descend to the Jubtification of every act of a govern-~
ment."61 He continued by expressing the opinion that
it is a sorry commentary on the independence of the press,
and sadder still on the purity of the government. . .the
true mission of the Press, as we conceive, is to assail
error and sustain right wvherever seen. . .towards those in
power, the bearing of an honest journal will always be that
of independence, sustaining measures that make for the pub-
lic good, opposing those that tend to mischief, and aspplaud-
ing or denouncing motives as they may ssem praisewvorthy or
reprehensible, . .long distant be the day when the Press of

the Confederate States shell be anything but independent and
honest . 52 '

The war years came to dbe to Alexahder Moseley, as tb moét citizens
of the Confederacy! a particularly disappointing era. Not only were
Moseley's visions of an ideal government dashed, but perscnal tfagedy
also struck,

Although unconnected with the war, the fall from his horse and
subsequent death of Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant, Alexander Moseley's
cousin, mentor, and business and political associate for many years,
must have come as a great shock to Moséley. The May 10, 1862, issue of

the Whig its pages bordered in black, carried a long editorial on Bondur-

61Richmond Wnig, August 29, 1863.
6

2Ibid.
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ant's death. Bondurant, who had amassed a fortune from todacco growing,
was & power in Piledmont Whig politics for many years, having started and
ended his public political carser in the House of Delegates, and in the
intervening years, from 1836 through 1848 had served in the Virginia
Senate.63 During much of the time of his public service and at the time
of his desth, Col. Bondurant was the proprietor of the Whig. Of his
association with the Whig it was written "that it would be impossidle
for the relation between proprietor and conductor of a journel to be more
generous, or upon more honorable facing, than that maintained by him to-
vards the different gentlemen who have had the editorial conduct of the
Whig during his ownership. That relation hes been one of entire indepen-
dence on the part of its editors--but rarely, and then in the most unodb-
trusive and modest way, trammeled even by counsel."6h
Being out of the editorial seat 4did not prevent Moseley from re-
vealing his opinion. "Mr. A. Moseley, former editor of the Whig," noted
J. B. Jones on November 1k, 1863, "writes in response to n letter from
the Becretary of War, that he deems our affairs on a rather critical con-

dition."ss

3

"Register of the General Assembly,"” Fourteenth Annual Report of
the Library Board of the Virginia State Librarian, 1916-1917 (Richmond:
David Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1917), p. 349.

6Y s chmond Whig, May 10, 1862.

65J°nes, Op. Cito, Vol. II; P 97.
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He is perfectly willing to resume his labor,
but can see no good to be effected by him. He
thinks, however, that the best solution for the
financial question would be to cancel the in-
debtedness of the government to all except for-
eigners and call it ($800,000,000) a contridbu~
tion to the wars--and the sacrifices would be
pretty equally distributed. He suggests the
formation of an army, quietly, this winter, to
invade Pennsylvanis next Spring, leaving Lee
still with his army on this side of the Poto-
mac. Nevertheless, he advises no time should
be lost securing foreign aid, while we are
still able to offer some equivalents, and be-
fore the enemy gets us more in his power.
Rather submit to terms with France and England,
or with either, than submission to the United
Statea, 8uch are the ogénions of a sagacious
and experienced editor.

661pia,



CHAPTER VII
THE POST CIVIL WAR YEARS

Immediately following the evacuation of Richmond on April 3, 1865,
the fortunes of the Whig fared comparatively vell, even though, because
of war conditions, publication had ceased on March 31. Despite the
general destruction of Richmond, the Whig was fortunate enough to survive
the conflagration which destroyed the plants of its principal rivals, the
Exeminer, the Dispatch, and the Enquirer. The Whig, therefore was the
firast newapaper to resume publication, having obtaihed the consent of the
military authorities. "The Editor," the first postwar edition of April b
informed its readers, "and all who heretofore controlled its columns,
have taken their departure. The proprietor. . .1 has had a conference with
General Shepley, the Military Governor. . .the Whig will therefore be
issued hereafter as & Union paper.” VWithin a few months, however, the
Dispatch, the Examiner and the Enquirer, had all resumed publicaxion.e
Just as in previous years, the Enquirer, and the Whig again dictated public
opinion, usually in opposition to each other. "Far behind, the Dispatch
gathered newvs and talked business.”3 The Examiner survived only until

July, 1867 when 1t combined vith the Enquirer.”

lyi111em Ire Smith, from April h-June 22, 1865. Cappon, op. cit.,
1821-1933, p. 192.

2cappon, op. cit., pp. 169-1Th.

3charies C. Pearson, The Readjuster Movement in Virginias (Nev Haven,
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1917), p. 15.

b

Cappon, op. ecit., p. 1Th.
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In previous years the Whig had proved a great source of income to
its proprietors. As late as April 22, 1863, Wyatt Moseley Elliott in-
formed his cousin, Alexsnder Bondurant, nov a proprietor through the terms
of the will of his father, that ha found "the surplus of funds on hand on
agcount of the Whig sufficient. . .to justify a distribution of twenty

thousand dollars smong the partners. . .your proportion ia twenty five hund-

red dollers. . ."5  Even though the Whig had the initisl advantage of
early resumption of publication, financial matters soon came to a head, and
Alexender Mogeley became quite concerned. It is dirﬁcﬁlt t0 ascertain
Alexander Moseley's exact relationship with the Whig in the immediate post-
var years; surviving letters indicate he was still living at "Fish Pond."
Even if he was not actively associsted with the journal, he was concerned
over its financiel condition, for on February 18, 1867 he inquired of his
cousin Alexander Bondurant, "What have you done with the Whig? George
[Bondurant] says the Enquirer was anxious to amalgamste. Better that then
& dead gtop--as you might thereby collect scme of the debt-."6

Financial matters continued to worsen. By December 19, 1867, J. C.
Shielas ,7 acting as editor, found it necessary to ask Alexander Bondurant

to send him a "style of notice suspending pubdblication if necessary. nd

Stetter from Wyatt Moseley Elliott to Alexander J. Bondurant, April 22,
1863. All letters referred to in this chapter, unless otherwise designated,
are in the possession of the author.

Gﬁlexnnder Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, Feb. 18, 1867.

Tpormerly associsted with the Lynchburg Virginian, Cappon,op.cit.,p. 123.

al.etter from J. C. 8hields to Alexander J. Bondurant, Dec. 19, 1867.
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Publication continued, but on January 29, 1868, Moseley received a letter
from Shields telling him that "tomorrow is not to de thought of--there is
no such thing. As matters now stand it is best to stop. The future ia
darker than ever. . . We are now urging in dues for subseription and spend-
ing it in place of funds that formerly came from advertising wvhich is now
but very little. . .“9 Moseley clearly saw that gale of the newspaper was
the solution to the financial dilemma of the Whig. On April 2k, 1868, he
suggested to Bondurant that he might "do something with the White Republi-
ecans. . .Scofield’ a0 [8ic) declaring against the constitution give me
better hopes of our future. He and his set will want an organ."il

By April the situation was desperate. Apparently the Enquirer made
en offer which vas too littlel? and Shields even approached Edgar "Yankee"
Allan, a prominent Republican, who had indicated a desire for an orga.n.13

Another man interested in acquiring the Whig was General William Mahone.

91bid., Jenuary 29, 1868.

10yirginta Writers' Project, Virginis, A Guide to the 01d Dominien
(Few York: Oxford University Press, 1940). General John M. Schofield was
Military Commsndant of Virginia unt{l June 1, 1868. During his term of
duty, the Underwood Constitution was adopted, but the General refused to
authorize the funds necessary for the constitution's implementation since
he was opposed to its provisions disenfranchising many military officers
and government officials and the proposal that holding of public office
be withheld to those who had voluntarily aided the South during the war.

Lratter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, April 2k,
1868.

-mAlexander Moseley to A. Bondurant, April 19, 1868,

131p14., May 27, 1868.
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Mahone, the Heroc of the Battle of the Crater at Petersburg in 1864,
was devoting his postwar years to consolidation of the Virginia railroads.
While president of the Southside Railroasd, he fought heartily for consoli-
dation, discussion of which centered largely around his person. Mahone's
perserverance was not without success, and on April 28, 1867, the Southaide

Consolidation Act was passed by the General Assembly.l"

By 1868, Mshone
had extended his Interests to include the Republican party. For some

time he had been in the confidence of both the Federal authorities and the
conservative Republicana.ls Mahone's first brush with pelitics came with
the appointment of General Henry H. Wells as Governor of Virginia. Wells,
appointed on April 4, 1868, by General Schofield, the military commandant,
was further overvhelmingly nominated for governor on May 6 at the Republi-
can State Convention in Richmond, The Conservative Convention met the

next day and nominated Colonel _Robe;'t; Withers for governor. The sppointment
of Wells as governor was condoned by Mahone since he understood that Wells
sympathized with his policy of railroad consolidation. Withers, on the
other hand, Mahone felt was opposed to consolidation. Consolidetion, there-
fore, became the question which the General felt should be the main issue

of the canpaign.ls Heeding a political organ, Mahone approsched the Whig.

lhye1son M. Blake, William Mshone of Virginia, Soldler and Political
Insurgent (Richmond, Virginia: Garrett & Massie, 1935), pp. 70-86.
51pia., p. 102,

161514, , pp. 99-100,



100

On May 22, 1868, Moseley informed Bondurant that "Imbodenl7 and General
Mahone have got up a scheme for making & joint stock company of $15,000
for purchase of the Whig. They propose to give proprietors $5,000:

$2500 cash and $2500 in stock. I thought this seemed to [sic] iittle;

but after considering the chances of carrying on the paper on our own hook
and regarding them very bad, I concluded it best to take the terms; they
ask thirty days to raise the money, but think it can be done in a veak."m
The succeeding days were touch and go for the newspaper. Moseley, who by
now was apparently actively engaged in the business of the Whig, informed
Bondurant on May 20 that it would require at least one thousand dollars to
meet debts if the paper could be kept alive until July the first. After
several meetings to form the new company failed to materialize, Bondurent
wvas informed by Moseley on June 12 that Imboden had gone "to Petersdburg
to confer with the parties there. . .19 He thinks the scheme will succeed
--but I doubt 1@"20 Moseley still felt discou.raged about chances of

success for the company until June 22 when he wrote Bondurant that:

173, D. Imboden, a friend of Consolidation; see Blake, op. cit.,
P 81. ‘

18Letter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, May 28,
1868,

19W. E. Cameron,soon to be closely associated with the Whig, and
General Mahone were both living there, Blake, p. 118.

aomtter from Alexsnder Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, June 12,
1868.



101

Imboden reported Saturday evening, that Lancaster con-

sidered the company as good as formed, and thought the

affair could be concluded today. But Imboden has been en-

gaged {n court today and up to this hour (3 o'elock) I

have not seen him. I proposed to them to give Proprietors

$4,000 in cash, instead of $2,500 cash and 2500 in stock

and the proposition was favorably received. . .Some, I hear,

have agreed to take stock on condition that I take charge--

which may put me in a tight place, , .21

The company was formed with Mbseiey once again at the helm. "The

change seems to be favorably received,"” Moseley confided to Bondurant on
July 19, "but I fear there is not money in the State to make it much of a
success.“aa The public was not notified of the chenge of proprietorship
until August 1%, when an ennouncement in the paper signed "Bondurant,
Elliott and Shields," stated, "We have s0ld the Whig to Messrs. Alexander
Moseley end John C. Bhields." In & statement prepared in 1872 for Alex-
ander Bondurant, a former proprietor of the Whig, it was stated that the
paper "was sold to parties represented by Col. Shields,” and the sale vas
only possible because Moseley agreed to take charge of the editorial de-
partment.23 It would thus appesr that Moseley was not at all an owner of
the journal after the takeover by Mahone. For over two years, umtil

December 31, 1870, Moseley ¢ontinued to be editor of the Whig,ah although

211y14., June 22, 1B68.
221p14d., July 19, 1868,
23ry44., April 26, 1872.

2h(‘.’axgpon, op._cit., p. 193.
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his informal associatiocn extended long past that time,

In meny respects, the postwar yéars were the most interesting and
ironical years of Moseley's life and may well have been the most influ-
ential years of his long journalistic association. Indications are that
he put himself completely at the disposal of General Mahone, a man at
fiz;-st glance unlikely for Moseley's loyalty. Mahone was autocratic and had
complete self-confidence; his actions .leﬁ: him few friends.as On the other
hand, Moseley probably admired Mahone's determination to bﬁng sbout the
recovery of Virginia, Moseley's great love, and Mahone's interest in pudlic
vorks, alweys one of Moseley's concerns. On the other hand, Mahone prob-
ably readily saw the great use that counld be made of Moseley's wide per-
sonal connections throughout the state. Furthermore, Moseley had emerged
from the wvar fairly untarnished., He had been too 0ld to serve in the field,
and had even resigned as editor of the Whig during the war,apparently at
least partly out of vexation at official policy. Political expediency also
made Moseley a useful man. There was no doudbt as to his pre-war Whig
party affiliation, and the membership of the Republican party, both North
and South, wvas to & large extent previously Whig. Beyond the political
realm, Moseley and Mahone became close perasonal friends, even though it is

déubtrul that they met before Mahone's assuming the control of the Whig.

2381ake, op. cit., pp. 265-266.
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Although observers at the time and writers since have noticed Mahone's in-
fluence over the Whig, there apparently was not at the time conclusive
evidence of ownership of the journal by Mahone and his faction. It is
possible that Mahone did not personally have a financial share, but is wm-
likely. C. C. Pearson notes that "Mahone appears to have negotiated for
the purchase of the Whig in 1868 without success,"” but goes on to say that

"from that year records of its business were regularly sent him."26

In
1872, Moseley wrote a letter to the General, advising him that President
Grant vas seeking an organ in Virginia. "The wish is to buy the Whig. . ..
In a mere business aspect, the opportunity is a good one to realize hand-
somely on the investment in the Whig."27 This would seem to indicate that
the General had an actual share in the paper.

| At one point there seems to have been considerable agitation to
abandon the Whig attachment. Wiiliam BE. Cameron, probably a sharebolder in
the Whig, wrote Mahone on November 13, 1869 ‘-that to "continue in a rut
which is enduring, vhich has been faithfully tried, and which has led to
nothing but loss, cannot de wiae."aa Furthermore, Cameron felt that he

could not "censcientiously advise. . .any extension of expenditure to be

26Pearaon, op. eit., p. 29.

ETFahone Collection Duke University Library, letter from Alexander
Moseley to General william Mahone, April 15, 1872.

28Ms.hone (‘olleotion. letter from W. E. Cameron, Richmond, to
William Mahone, November 13, 1869.
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applied in the old Channels, and under the old ideas."2? fThe Whig sur-
vived the threat, though, and continued for many years to be the Mahone
organ as evidenced by the payment, through October 11, 1879 of & total of
$77,200 to the Whig by Mahone's A. M. & Co. Bailroad.30 The paper obviously
was still having financial problems and Moseley reported to the General a
talk that Shields had had with one "W" who thought that seventy-five or a
hundred thousand dollars could be raised "to form:a company and put the
establishment on an impregnable basis and defy all competiticn."31

By the late 1870's, the long opposition of the Whig to policies
approved by the leading classes, saw’ifs transformation from the journal
of the aristocracy to that of theoretically a democratic paper.

In the shaping of this attitude vwell-born men hed played

e lesding part--Mosely [sic] and Meade as editors, Cemer-

on, Ruffin, and Ruffuner as contributors. Nonetheless the

belief gained ground that for certain purposes at least

the Whig was but the 'personal organ' of General Mahone;

and ss Mshone and democracy were wnpopular in Richmond, it

had ceased to be read in the best homes there.

In many respects Alexander Moseley's editorship of the postwar
Whig must have been a purely perfunctory task, with editoriael policy and
opinion largely under the dominance of General Mahone. This is particu-

larly true of the great "consolidation” issue which so filled the columna

29144,

3°Pea:son, 02; elt., p. 29.
: .3lyghqggwfg;}gq§4qp, Letter from Alexander Moseley to William Mahone,
Hovember 13, 1869. v ‘

32pearson, op._eit., p. 29.
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of the paper. Writers such as Meade and Cameron and Bassett French vere
enlisted to write articles concerning railroad consolidation with the re-
sult that it would be difficult, since no bylines were used, to ascertain
Mogeley's own thoughts on the subject. He undoubtedly was not opposed to
Mahone's policy; indeed, Moseley had long supported public works. Like
many pre-war Virginians, however, he had probably not entirely supported
all improvements; in his own case, ironically, he had favored the canal in-
terest in opposition to the railroad faction. As early as November 19,
1868, upon the re-election of Mahone as president of the Virginia and
Tennessee Railroad, the Whig preised Mshone for his "Virginie System."33
Later,‘after Virginis was restored to the union in 1870, the Whig carried
article after article in favor of consolidation which had again become the
dominant question.

Political matters, aside from the raillroad controversy, greatly in-
terested Alexsnder Moseley and his observations end contacts in this realm
were probably of even greater use to General Mahone. Virginie politics
following the Civil War took a curious course. The first session of the legis-

34

lature, in 1865, was largely 014 Line Whig in representation,”’ and in its con-

servative fashion, agreed to recognize the vast debt of the commonwealth as

33pichmond Whig, November 19, 1868.

3h8quires, op. eit., p. 491,
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absolutely binding.35 This session also partially allowed for the con~
solidation of railroads.36 By 1867, Radical influence had completely re-
placed the conservative legilslature of 1865. Under the Act of March 2,
1867, Virginia became "Military District No. 1," under command of Lt.
General John M. Schofield.3T By the terms of the congressional Act & con-
stitutiénal convention was convened in Richmond on December 3, 1867. The
convention's 105 members, two-thirds of them Radicals, wrote a conatitytion
which contained many worthwhile features, such as a uniform system of free
schools, but two salient points proved the undoing of the Radicals.38 One,
the clauge disenfranchising many ex-Conredarates; and the other, prohibit-
ing from public office those who had voluntarily sided the South during the
Civil War, alarmed not only the conservative element of the state, but
General Schofield himself, who refused to appropriate the funds necessary
to have the constitution ratified.3?

During this period, in an attempt to aveid the extremes of black

rule or of military rule, the Whig, which had already indicated its desire

35pearson, op. eit,., p. 8.
36'Ibid., p. 160

3Tyirginia, A Guide to the 0ld Deminionm, op. cit., p. TO.

381pi4.

39114,
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to cooperste with the Republicans, urged the agreement bhetween moderate
leaders in both parties. The Whig argued for cooperation with the Re-
publicans on the ground that the party had the power to give Virginia gelf-
government and admit the state into the Union, and "as we have said, it is
under a pledge to do 20."%0 The old enti-Democratic attitude of the Whig
also expressed itself: "The Democratic party would. . .do the seme, if it
had the powver, but it has not, "kl Coalition, between vhites and blacks
vas the result of the efforts of the Whig, and the "Cooperation Convention"
at Charlottesville wae followed by others throughout the state.'2 But its
good effects came to an end in Angﬁst at the Republican econvention in
Richmond vhere the negroes rejected vhite cooperation as too conservative.l3
Finelly, in October 1867, the election for the delegates to the constitu~
tional convention was held. Victory lay with the Radical element, partly
s the réault of conservative apathy, evidenced by the failure of k4,000
vhite men to vote. |

Virginia thus continued to live under militéry rule for snother
year. In the meantime, on April 4, 1867, deneral Schofield replaced Gover-

nor Plerpont, the "loyal" governor of Virginia, with General Henry H. Wells

40p1 ohmond Whig, April 22, 1867.

blrpia,

l‘21!&::5.].1:0:: J. Bckenrode, The Political History of Virginia During
the Reconstruction(Baltimore: John,Hopkins Press, 1904}, p. T5.

hsIbid.-, P 79¢
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of Michigan. Pierpont had been conservative and unidentified with any
political party, vhereas Wells clearly had the support of the Washington
Republican faction, & decided victory for the carpetbaggers.hh

Vith Wells, Virginia's political life reached a new crisis. Soon
after Pierpont's removel from office, General Schofield himself was removed
from command of the district on June 1. Schofield, despite the nature of
his tasks, had proven himself to be fair-minded to the people of Virginia
and intervened in civil affairs as little as poasib}.e.l‘5 His successor,
General Stoneman, became more sggressive, partly as a result of more string-
ent orders from Congresa.hs Stoneman, in turn, was replaced on Maréh Se
1869 by Ceneral Candby who remained as commander until the end of reconstruc-
tion in Virginia.*7

Folloving the constitutional convention, the two rival parties--
Conservatives and Republicans--began preparing for the election. The
Republicans, in convention, nominated Governor Wells, supported by the
nilitary, to succeed himself, while Colonel R, E. Withers was nominated for
governor by the conservatives, For the vhite people of the state mtiers

were worse than ever; although negro suffrage was an inevitable fact, it

was opposed obstinately. Only the Whig urged its ucceptance.l‘e ' The publie

bhyp1a., p. 105.
"5&1&., p. 106,
Wpusa,
Mrpa,
¥8rp14., p. 209.
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remained apathetic, however, and practically no protest was heard from
Virginia vhen the United States House of Representatives, on necember 8,
1868, passed a bill vhich provided for an election on the Underwood Con-
stitution on the fourth Thursdsy, in May, 1869.49

Before the objectionable sct could reach the Senate, Congress ad-
Journed for the Christmas recess. At this moment of crisis, Alexander H.

H. Stuart came to the front. Stuart, an Old Line Whig vho enjoyed a high
reputation both nationally and in Virginia, determined to appeal to the
people through the Richmond press. After preparing his letter, he entrusted
it to hig o0ld friend and neighbor, General John Echols, who was going to
Richmond.

When he reached Richmond, General Echols attempts to have Stuart's
letter published vere met with disappointment. The editor of the Dispatch
objected to the letter on the grounds that the public was not ready to
accept its proposal that Virginians accept Negro suffrage, and furthermore
questioned why Stuart hed failed to sign the letter. HNo commitment vas made
by the editor of the Digpatch, The editor of the Whig, Alexander Moseley,
also made no definite promise, he, too, objecting to the letter for the
same reasons as the Dispatch. The Enquirer declined to publish Btuart pro-

posals on any conditions.>0

thQuim, OD. ci‘h»., - 501.

50p1exander F. Robertson, Alexander Hugh Holmes Stuart, A Biography
(Richmond: Williem Byrd Press, 1925), pp. 268-9.
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In the meantime, however, General Echols had met anocther O0ld Line
Whig, Colonel W. T. Sutherlin of Danville. The General recounted the dis-
appointments of the dey to Colonel Sutherlin, who, in the words of Stuart,
Treadily volunteered to go with him [General Echols] to see Mr. Alexander
Mosely [sic], then editor of the Whig, at his private residence and try to
overcome his objections to publishing the communication., They accordingly
went to Mr, Moseley's, and had an interview with him, in which, after some
discussion, it was finelly agreed that Mr. Moseley would publish it in the
¥Whig on three ccnditions, 'S5l

The conditions that Moseley demanded were that, first of all, Mr.
Stuart should be referred to as the author; that the editor should not be
committed to the proposals of the letter; and, last of all, the Dispatch
should esgree to publish the communication simultaneously and under the
same conditions.’? The editor of the Dispatch consented to the terms and
the letter appeered in both journals on Christmas Day, 1868,

Stuart's proposals created a sensation. Basically he urged
Vifginians to cease resisting Negro suffrage. Through that action, he felt,
Virginis might possibly succeed in having the disenfranchising article of

the new constitution removed. Acceptance of negro suffrage would allow the

51rbid., p. 42k,

521p4d., p. 269,
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"intelligence and wealth of the Soﬁth. + «t0 govern as before..”53 The en-
tire conservative press of Virginia opf:oud the idea of negro suffrage,

but the Whig supported the yropésal. Having paved the way for diacu#sion.
Stuart, together with other conseévativo leaders, called for a conference
of other important Virginias leaders to meet in Richmond. At this meeting,
on Deceamber 31, 1868, a committee was appointed to go to Washington to
make known to Congress the willingness 'of the members of the confereance to
accept negro suffrage, and to seek to obtain the best possible terms in re-
gard to a canstitution.si‘ The members selected to go to Washington became
known as "The Fine,” and included Stuart, as chairmen, John L. Mayre. Jr.
of Fredricksburg, James T. Johnst‘on of Bedford, W. T. Sutherlin of ba.nvinev,
Wyndham Robertson of Washington county, Willlam L. Oven of Halifax, John B.
Baldwin of Augusta, James Neeson of Richmond, and J. F, Slaughter of Lynch-
burg.”> The committee was well received in Washington, and after several
weeks of agitating for amendment of th& Underwvood conétitution. returned
home, no action having deen taken by Congress, only to find the political
situation in Virginia changed. The Republican party had Mcﬁe greatly
divided, primarily as a result of the conduct end personality of its head,

Governor Wells, He had made it clearly known that he was villing to allow

53Eckenrade, op. elt., p. 110.
S4rpia., p. 111.
55“1&., P 111-
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the state to come under negro domination and had thereby brought on the
allienation of the conservative element of the party. Furthermore, Wells
had incurred the wrath of General Mahone who exerted conziderable influ-
ence.50 Wells had cooperated with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in its
attempt to buy the State interest in Mshone's Virginia and Tennessee Rall-
road, vhich failed.>V

Opposition to Wells grew to such an extent that a eall was made to
hold ancther convention to set aside the nominations made earlier in 1868,
Meanwhile, on Februsry 17, 1869, Alexander Moseley noted that:

The rub with us just now is the Governor. Wells is to be re-
moved, and a man to be appointed, who will be the Government can-~
didate for election. We fear a man who will side with the carpet-
baggers or like Wickham, can't get white votes. Walker of Norfolk
18 our best man-and we are striving to get him the appointment-
but the result is very doubtm%. The military here favor Wickham-
and they may influence Grant.>d _

Although Wells was removed from office on March 27, 1869, by
Genersal Stonemsn, he was reinstated; April 2, by Stoneman's succeasor,
General A. S, Webb.?? The move failed, with the result that General Mahone,
who previously hed been unaffiliated with the Republican party, and others
determined to divide the party by choosing for Governor Gllbert C. Walker,

a Norfolk banker and associate of Ma.hone.éo

56 1pid., p. 116.

e

5Tplake, op. cit., p. 101,

58retter from Alexender Mogeley to Alexander J. Bondurant, February 17,
1869.

598quires, op. cit., p. 504,
60p1ake, op. cit., p. 105.
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It was evident that as long as there were three candidates in the
field, there would be little chence of success for the conservative
Republicans of Walker. Evidently General Mahone exerted considerable in-
fluence in persuading the Conservatives to convene in Richmond and to with-
draw their candidates, including Colonel Withers. After the candidates
formally presented their resignations, a long discussion followed. The
majority of the Conservatives,led by such men as John B. Baldwin, one of
the "Nine,"and R. T. Daniel, favored acceptance of the resignations aend
union with the Conservative Republicans. Although the opposition contained
some strong men--~the popular ex-Covernor Willism Smith among them-f«the con~
vention adopted the majority report of the committee on bﬁsines's, which was
gigned by Alexsander Moseley along with Robert Ould, John B. Baldwin, Johm L.
Edmunds, Fayette McMullen, L. B. Andeison, James C. Campbell, W. D, Haskins
and W, T. Sutherlin, By the report, the resignations of the conservative
candidates were accepted; no other candidates were nominated in their places;
and no recommendations as to whom the Conservative voters should support
were made.51 This mccomplished, General Mahone vas virtually placed in

control of the combined forces which were working for the election of Wulker.sa

61Eckenrode, ops eit., p. 123.
62p1axe, op. cit., p. 106.
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At last, in April, 1869, the resulte of the efforts of the "Com-
mittee of Nine" and of other Republicans bore fruit. Alexander Moseley hed
sarlier expressed the opinion that "nothing will be done for us bhefore
Grant comes in--and then,‘ some who ought to know, are sanguine, that we
shall get more than the 'nine’ have asked for."63 President Grant on April 7,
1869, sent to Congress his firat meﬁsage, in which hg recommended that the
Underwood Constitution should be submitted to a popular vote for ratifica-
tion or rejection, and "that & separate vote should be tsken upon the adop-
tion or rejection of such sections of the constitution as might seem expedi-
ent.“a‘. After action by Congress, Grant proclaimed July 6, 1869 as the day
for an election and ordered a separate vote on the disenfranchising and
"test-oath" clauses. 65

The campaign that followed was & vigorous one. Walker was generally
hailed by‘ the white voters of the s'baté, vhile Wells openly courted the
negroe vote. Moseley was highly Optimiatic. "I see nothing discouraging in
politics,”™ he reported. "We xj_ggg succeed--and to that end, all means should

be uged. n66 With the elecétion only a few weeks avay,k‘he stated that the

63Latter from Alexander Moseley, Richmcend to Alexander J. Bondnrsnt,
February 8, 1869.

6hmk@mae, Op. cit., Pe 121.
851pia.

66Lettar from Alexander Moseley to Alexander Bondurant, June 2, 1869,
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Wells faction is all drag, unless they have some great scheme
of fraud on band. The surface indications are all highly
favorable to us, The valley is8 in & blaze, and a fine spirit
existes on this side of the mountain. .

Our policy should be to keep the negroes at home, election
dey, 6%oat what it may. Pay freely--better that than to lose
all.”!

The election on July 6 proved to be a great Conservative victory.
A majority of some 18,000 approved of Walker, and even larger majorities

deteba.ted the two detested articles. Furthermore, the constitution was

adOpted.ﬁa "It was well we made a clean aweep,f' Moseley stated., "A small

majority would have been whittled away. We are threatened with some trouble
with the test-oath--but I hope it will amountto nothing,"69

Canby continued to be a trial to the pecple of Virginia. Om August 30,
1869, Alexander Moseley wrote that:

A good deal of colloguing has been going on with Canby the
past week, It was said, that if Danville Conv[ention] would
disband, and enough Conservatives w{oul]ld resign to make a
quorum of ironclads, he would call them together to pass the
15th am[endmen)t and adjourn, and the rest might afterwvards
come in, without taking the oath. Some of our friends think
by picking eounties beyond the mounteins, we might find iron-
clads there wvho would be Conservative, and still keep up our
majority, and [I am ] inclined to think ve had better accept
the proposition, if made. Otherwise, we shall be turned over
to Congress, who will do nothing, and we shall not be admitted

68Eckenrode, op. ecit., p. 125.

69 Letter from Alexender Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant,
July 15, 1869.
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t111 the next Pres[identia]l election. They are a set of in-

finite scoundrels, and will cheat us, if possible. I am be~

coming insufferably disgusted with the whole concern. But if

we can beat them at their own game, I shall not hesitate to

do it. No doubt Canby's calculation is that en iron~-clad

Legislature will necessarily be Radical; but we might posgi-

bly disappoint him, if we could get reliable men,TO

The legielature did convene, however, on October 5, and proceeded
to ratify the fourteenth and fifteenth amendmentas. Wells resigned on
September 21 in favor of Walker. "As to Mr. Moseley,” Governor Walker's
secretary, W. E. Cameron, wrote to General Mahone, "I will get the Governor
to arrange &n interview with him for Monday, and have a free talk with
hin"Tl Cameron was st this time protesting continuing the Whig affilie-
‘bion,Ta but their differences were apparently somewhat resolved ‘when, on
December 10, Moseley reported to General Mehone t'hat the “"governor was
here last week to see me and is hopeful of a company, which will put the
engine in good working trm. There 18 a big fight shead, and without
money, we shall not come oul as we should do. With it, we can defy the
world." 73
On January 26, 1870 Virginis was readmitted to the Union. Recon-

struction was over. Mbseley could rest contented that he and his newspaper

TOLetter tmm Alexander mseley to Alexander J. Bondurant
August 30, 1869. :

Tlysnone Gollection, letter from W. E. Cameron o wnnm Mashone,
Novembex 13, 1869.

T2rp4a,

73}49?\"?43 collection, 1e'bter from Alexander Moseley to William Mahone,
December 10, 1869, :
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had contributed much to the early readmission of Virginia to her unique
position among the other states.

With the restoration of Virginia to the Union, the railroad con-
solidation question was renewed, the Act of 1867 having been voided since
its terms had failed to be met within the prescribed time. The legisla-
tive battle became one of the most fierce in Virginia history. Newspapers
entered heartily into the contest, usually reflecting the opinion of inter-
ested individuals and corporations. Thinking that Mahone was partial to
building up Norfolk, the feeling in Richmond was greatly opposed to con-
uolidation,' so that the Dispatch and the Enquirer, especially, were the
most vehement oj:ponents of the legislation. The Enquirer hed been pur-
chesed by the Pennsylvania Central Railroad for the acknowledged purpose
of advoceting "Free Railroads.” No newspaper in the state approached the
support given consolidation by the Whig, whose editorial policy, particu-~
larly on this question, wvas largely controlled by Mahone.'"‘ The battle was
von by Mahone on Juné 17, 1870, and the Whig expressed its jubilation over
the success of the measure. "We congratulate the people of Virginie,” it
wrote, "on this triumph of Virginia 1nterests‘gained under the masterly
leadership of that consumate railrcad chief, who in peace and war seems to

be invincible,"T>

T4Bleke, op. cit., p. 112,
T5pichmond Whig, June 8, 1870.
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Mahone was gratified over passage of the Act, believing himself to
be the champion of Virginia's interests in her struggles egainst northern
capitalists. He particularly feared the Bealtimore and Ohio Railroad which
already dominated the Orange and Alexandria RAilroad, thereby aividing the
state in half., In 1871, when legislation to merge the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad and the Baltimore and Ohio was sought, Moseley ceutioned Mahone
that the bill., . .should be killed., That wholeb scheme is bitterly hostile
to Virginia, and if permitted to grow may work us irreparable miachief.
It 3is the entering wedge to another division of the state. Let it die the
death before it works us graatér evil.""s A eimilar threat to Mshone's
scheme of consolidation was the Pennsylvenia Central Railrogd's purchase of
the State of Virginia's stock in the Richmond and Petersdurg Railroad. Tl
The importance of the Pennsylvania 'Bailroad threat was recognized as early
a3 February 1, 1871 when Moseley wrote, after having visited Genersl Mahone
at Iynchburg, thet the "railroad complications and the stupendous swindle, ...
by the Pennsylvania Centrsl occupied ell our talk. I believe the result w:lll
be that I shall have to enlist for the campaign."78 The sale of the State's
interest in railroads was authorized in the Consolidation Act and proved to
be the one great error of the Walker Administration. Not only did the sales

permit Northern capital to meke great financial headway into Virginia's in-

TSLetter from Aiexander Moseley to Mahone, July 13, 18T1L.

"Blaku, Op» eit., 1. 120,

T8Letter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurent,
Pebruary 1, 1871,
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dustrial life, but eventuslly deprived Virginia of vast amounts of income.
"We have a terrible fight on hand. The Pennsylvanians are bridbing right
and left--and there is no telling the result,” Moseley wrote his cousin.T?
"I've been compelled," Moseley related, "to go into the Whig to save us from
the Penn:Central. I think the erticle yesterday killed the concern."80
Moseley remeined sanguine over Mahone's chance of succese in the matter.
"I think without some very bad luck, Mahone will gain the Petersburg Road."8l
Luck was agaigst Mahone, for the Pennsylvania Central outbid the Genersl for
the State's shares, at great loss to the public treasury;aa

Alexander Moséley had long been involved in the inner political
machinery of Virginia. The postwar years were no exception, and he prob-
ably readily affiliaeted with the Conservative party. His intimacy with
General Mahone as well as with meny of the pre-war politiclans undoubtedly
made him a useful member of that party.‘ In the decisive Conservative Con~
vention of 1869, in which Colonel Withers withdrew his candidacy in favor
of the Republican candidate Walker, Moéeley played a leading role as a

member of the nine man committee of business.

T91b14., February 8, 187T1.
80rp14., February 3, 1671,
811p14., Maren 31, 18T1.
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The esteem in which General Mahone held Alexander Moseley is well
illustrated in a letter written to the latter in 1871:

"I want your company, beside I wanted to talk with you
about that 'Convention.' It strikes me that we have an
opportunity to deal some severe blows to our enemies.

If our friends of the Southside will take interest in
this matter and act in concert, they may chafe the ac-
tion of the Convention, so as to contribute much towards
the selection of good men for the next Ceneral Assembly
snd they may seem secure likevise such control over the
organization of the Conservative party especlally in the
formetion of a Central Ex[ecutive] as to put the 'Whig'
in the position of organ for that party--these things

80 accomplished and our abilitg 0 repel the future de-
signe of all the Garretts. . .

On the other hand if our friends of the So{uth]side
are not so active, we are liable to have the control and
results of the 'Convention' fall under the influence of
their combined forces--enemies to our State. . .

I have quietly and confidentially posted as many of
our friends in the Sofuthlside as I could reach and shg%l
continue this work wherever an opportunity presentg~-'

By 1872 he was less enchanted with the Consmervative party, which haed
gradually ebandoned {ts semi-independent position and become a branch of the
national Demoeratic party. Even though he supported Greeley for the Demo~
cratic presidential nomination that year, he felt that the "current is too
strong for tricks” and that the Virginia Executive Committee was "a great

pest-it gives Bourbonic twist to everything. I've a great mind to denounce

8330nn W. Garrett vas president of the Baltimore and Ohlo Railrosd.
See Blake, op. cit., p. 79. :

8ysnone Collsction, letter from Williem Mshone to Alexander r Noseley,
July 31, 1671.
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them" Moseley wrote to General Mahone on July 4, 1872.85 on the day of
the Democratic Convention in Baltimore, July 6, he announced to the
General that he had "been obliged to quit the Cormittee and take issue
with it. The object is to deprive the Southside and Tidewater of all
voice in the S8tate Convention. The effect will be a fatal schism.“86
By 1874, Moseley wrote in confidence to his cousin Alexander Bon-
durant, that the Whig had "got so far from my platform, that I cen do nothing
with it. It is substantislly sold out to the lawyers and the money—changers."aT
He was, of ¢ourse, referring to the great debate of the state debt., B8Soon, how-
evar, Moseley himself was found in the middle of the issue.
The attempt to find a solution to the ataﬁe‘s pre-vat debt first was
met in 1871 when the legislsture determined to fund the whole debt of more
than $45,000,000, but tentatively assigned one-third to West Virginia.aa Argu-
ments began to arisé that the changed conditions of the post~bellum period
necessitated and warranted & change in the debt,

The proposed solution to the state debt problem brought to Alexander

Moseley a certain azmount of national recognition. Frederic Hudson, in his

Bsmahone Collection, letter from Alexander Mogeley to William Mahone,
July b, 1872.
86114, , July 6, 1672.
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87Letter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander Bondurant, March 19,
187k,
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book Journelism in the United States From 1650 to 1872, written in 1872,

related the whole incident of a near duel between James C. Southall of
the Enquirer and Moseley of the Whig, both newspapers, according to Hudson,
"belligerent Journals.”89

The last quarrel of these papers arose from a controversy
on the Funding Bill before the Legislature. The Whig
asserted that the Enquirer was the hired organ of the
Pennsylvania Central Railroad. The letter retorted that
the Whig was under the pay of the 'Virginia Railroad Ring.'
It was expected that a duel would have been the result.?

On March the sixth, the Enguirer published the following sentiments
in 1ts columns:

'The Enquirer of Saturday contained an article in refer-
ence to the Whig and its editor which, according to our
understanding of the use of language, was, as it was in-
tended to be, as insulting as genteel words could meke
it. To that article the editor of the Whig was replied
by recriminestion, and stating that the charges made
against Mr. Moseley were true to the letter, and most of
them can be substantiated by testimony. If he considered
hingelf aggrieved he should have sought redress otherwise
then through the columns of the Whig. Mr. Moseley doubt-
less knew what all know who have been at eall conversant
with my life-long opinions, that I would neither give nor
accept a challenge to fight a duel, but he no doubt knew
as certainly that I sm always ready to resist in a proper
manner sny attack made upon my character or person, and
knowing that, he has chosen to defend himself by cowardly
recriminatione egainst charges which he knew to be true
and declined to resent.'91

BgFrederic Hudson, Journalism in the United States, 1690 to 1872
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1873), pp. 767-768.

901114,

91pia,
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Both Bouthall and Moseley, according to Hudson, were arrested and
held in bail.9% The outcome of the incident is unknown, howvever.

Encouraged by friends eand moved by the debt probdlem, which he felt
threatened the welfare of Virginia, General Mahone entered the race for
governor in 1877, Opposition to Mahone was heavy, necessitating his with-
dreval in favor of Colonel Frederick W. Holliday of Winchester. The Re~
adjuster movement was thus vorn.?3 ' ‘

The whole debt question had been brought into the open by General
Mahone, but it was James Barbour, as chairman of the. Finance Committee of
‘the House of Delegates, who introduced the remedial measure. The bill pro-
vided for protection of government expenses and schools, and for thirty
cents of each tax dollar to be applied to the payment of tha interest on
the public debt. Holliday promptly vetoed the Barbour Bi1l, declaring
that it was not strietly fair to the bondholders, even though he had pre-
viously pledged himself to abide by the will of the people in the matter
of the debt,?’

Mahone, feeling that the veto of the Barbour Bill brought the

"gacred principles of a Republican form of govemmehti‘95 to stake, called

2rpia.
938qnires, op. eit., p. 527.

S%p1ake, ep. eit., p. 169,

95114, , p. 170.
961v14.
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for an independent organization to be formed. The organization he had in
mind wvas not established until after the adjournment of the legislative.
In Richmond, a series of secret conferences among leading readjusters re-
sulted in the establishment of & committee composed of three legislators,
H. H. Harrison, Lewis E, Harvie, and B.VW. Lacy, and Alexander Moseley,
W. H. Maon, and Ceneral Mahone.9T The committee was appointed to inform
the people what progress had been made by the Readjusters and vhat should
be their course of action. The immediate purpose of the activities seemed,
howvever, to be "the election of rﬁadauster Congressmen in the fall by
idantifying the state issue with the haxional Greenback movement on the
ground that both were against 'money rings' and their alliés the courts."98
The presenee of Alexander Moseley on the committee 18{adequate proof thet
he was intimately involved in the inner circle of the Readjuster movement.
Previously, at the end of’the year 1870, Moseley formally retired
from his association with J. C. Shields as publisher of the Whig.9? col.
Shields, who hsd probably been primerily mensging the business irtairé of
th§ paper, wrote General Mahone that "not having any one to put forvard

[as editor] T will have to do the best I can. To break the force of the

9Tpearson, ap._eit., p. 80,
98Pearnon. op. eit., p. B1.
99¢cappon, op. eit., p. 193
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injury which Mr. Mogeley's withdrawal_will produce I must buy articles of

abiltty, . .00

Although Moseley continued, on an informal basis, to
write for the paper, Shields continued as publisher until December, 1875
vhen Wyatt Moseley Elliott, who had>p£§vioualy been associated with the
Whig, became publisher. This arrangement continued until January 1878
vhen a new stock company, known as th Richmeond Whig Publishing Company was
formed. Once again Moseley was actively engaged in the affairs of the
newspaper, this time serving as s director, slong with Willis J. Dance of
Povhatan Courthouse and 8tith Bolling of Petersburg, & close friend of
Mahone and some years later a member of the Virginis Republican 8t§$e Com~
mittee, 101 Wyatt M. Elliott was designated president, assisted by Judge
William Hodges Mann of Nottaway Courthouse as vice-president,102 Mamn, a
fev months later was to serve with Moseley and Mahone on the six man Re-
adﬁuater Committee.103 211 of these appointments were for the first year,
and the capital stock was set at not less than twenty thousand nor not more
than thirty thousand dollars. Each member of the Board of Directors was
entitled "to receive free of eh#rge ohe copy of the daily paper in con-

sideration therefor, and in lieﬁ of any other campensation."lou

1C0uphone 0011ection, letter from J. C. Shields to Willlam Mahone,
December 29, 1870.
10151 axe, op. eit., ps 242,

102Pamph1et of Charter in possession of author.

103pjaxe, op. eit., p. 170.

1OhPamphlet of Charter in possession of suthor.
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The strict paftiuan nature of the paper was shown in one of the
rules governing the Business Manager who was instructed to ensure that

in no case shall any such matter be inserted in the columns
of the paper, at any price, wvhers the treatment of the audb-
Ject is antagonistic to the policy of the paper; and it

shall be the particular duty of the Foreman of the composing-
room to have always an eye to this intention, and to call the
special attention of the regular Edftor-in-Chief to any
matter of this character, and to de sure to withhold its in-
sertion until directly instructed by that officer to publish
the same,l05 : ,

As a Readjuster organ in the 1886':, the Whig remained a potent
Journal lbng after the death of its illustrious editor, Alexander Moseley,
in 1881. Although it hed to a gréat extent ceased to be the aristocratic
newspaper in Virginia, and indesd had become one of the most democratic of
Journalé, the Whig also long outlived its most constant adversary, the
Enquirer, vbich expired in 1877.106 geldom during its history aid the
Whig represent the views of those actually in power either within the stete
or :&x the national government, It wss always an "opposition" newspaper,
and since its demise, on December 27, ‘1888 when it transferred its good-
will to the TimeslOT virginia has rarely had two nevspapers representing

consistently different viewpoints.

105yp1a,
1060gppon, op. cit., p. 1T2.
10T1p14,, p. 193.
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-

Alexander Moseley's associstions with General Mahone were quite in~
timate and cordisl until the very léat; It would appear that the two men
often travelled together. "I've been sbsent,"” Moseley wrote in 1871,

"for ten days in New York--called there by Mahone, who has his great
negotiation on hand. *108 yahone was negotiating in New York at the time
vith John Collison, fepreaentativa of English capitalists, for a consoli-
dated losn of fifteen million dpllarévto finsnce the Atlantie, Mississippi
and Ohic Railroad. The agreement was vente,red on September 29, 1871 and
lasted until 1876. The withdrawal of Collison's financial support caused
Mehone to lose his railroad.l% At sn earlier time, in 1869, Moseley wrote
the General that he "should like very much to take the trip with you. But
I wish to run over to Baltimore next week to see my old Dr. in the hope of
getting some relief for this ‘pa.in."no On another occasion, in 1870,
Moseley, with a wry sense of humor,v confided that in Iynchburg he "fell,
not into the hands of thieves, but of Mahone, who kept me t41l1 yesteraa.y."ul
As late as 1872, Moseley was travelling. "I go,” he wrote, "in a day or
two to Washington to take a survey of the field,"}2 probably on behalf of

Mghone,

1°3mtter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, June 29,
1871, A

logBlBke, 2- Cit. 9 ppn 121"’131.

uomhom co:l.lactim., lotter from Alexsnder Moaeley to General William
Mahone, December 10, 1869,

mr.etter from Alexander Mogeley to Alexander Bondﬁre,nt, August 3,
1870,

L2114, April 15, 1872,
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In the postwaf years Moseley was continually besieged by debt. The
full extent of the intimacy between the General and his newspaperman friend
may be seen in Moseley's appeal for rinancial assistance.

I am annoyed by debt-~contracted pretty much since I've been

here [Richmond], during the last four years. To make my posi-
tion easy, I want $5,000 without hesitation, I apply to you, in
the full assurance, that you will cheerfully render the aid I

need, if in your power, and if not, that you will feel no deli~
cacy in saying so. In the present uncertainty of the wvalue of
any property, I have no security to offer, but my perscnal ser-
vices. I may be good for three or four years more of work.l1l3

A nonth: later the General wvrots ‘Moseley, and gsent a draft which he
hoped would relieve Moseley "of the annoysnce to which you refer,"114

When, in October 1875, General Mahone made a trip to London to con-
fer with his agent there about the financial condition of his. rallroad,
Alexsnder Moseley made an interesting small request. "Get me," he en-~
treated, "a small gold watch, with hunting case, stem-vinder, and not more
than en inch in diemeter--and thin. Can be bought,” he continued, "in
London for half what it costs here."115

Despite Mahone's younger age--he was born in 1826116 Maseley alvays

referred to him, with vdefemnce. as GCeneral, The Generu, on the other

u3xahona Collection, letter from Alexander Moseley to General Willijem
Mahone, April 15, 1872,

1b7ps4,, letter from Williem Mahone to Alexander NMoseley, May 27,1872.

‘usIbid. , letter from Alexender Mogeley to Ceneral William Mahone,
October 6, 1875,

llGBlnke, op. eit., p. 6.
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hand, in an obviousldiaplay of affection, in later years called his friend
"Uncle Alex." TFor many years Moseley had wanted a small place, or shanty
a8 he preferred to call it, vhere.he could retire and fish, His wish sew
realization through the generosity of General Mahone, who wrote, on Janu-
ary 28, 1679, to his "Deer Uncle Alex,” that as "to the matter of the

'Shanty' 1t 1s dedicated to your pleasure--to the end."}17

1171014., letter from General William Mahone to Alexander Moseley,
Jenuary 28, 1879.



CHAPTER VIII
PERSONAL LIFE: THE POST CIVIL WAR YEARS

Notwithstanding Moseley's successful political associations in the
postwar years, many difficulties presented themselves. Most pressing was
the problem of debt., Like most Southern plhnters. Mosele& found the Civil
War ruinous, particularly in the great loss of slave ﬁroperty occasioned
by emancipation. He had'other‘debts as wvell, but probably none exceeded
the $28,180,25 that he owed his cousin and benefactor, Colonel Thomas
Moseley Bondurant.l Undoubtedly to settle this claim he eventually, after
the war, turned over the "Fish Pond" estate to Alexander Bondurant, the
executor of Colonel Bondurant's estate. .

Bvidently Moseley tried to confinue fafming at "Fish Pond" for about
four years after the var, until the sale of the Whig forced his removal
to Richmond to resume his editorship of the paper. Farming proved profit-
less, anyway, and on one occasion, his manager, Stinson, "could do nothing
with the sheep-man--who only offered $2.50 for a fEV picked ones."? Court
cases tried his patience, snd money to meet daily needs was a constant pro-

blem. "I shall try to go to court and masy be there several days,” he wrote

1MSS, "Alexander Moseley in A/C with Tho. M. Bondurant,” in collection
of the author. All manuscripts in this chapter are in the collection of
the author, unlegs otherwise indicated,

2Letter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, April 2k,
1868.
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in 1868. There was no "money to pay ﬁ;lla. Send me $20 by Saturday's
boat. . ."3 The financial problem coﬁtinued to grow worse. ‘'The sheriff
called on me today," he advised his cousin on March 1, 1869, "with an execu~
tion for Rix's interest, sbout $535. I haven't a dollar."h He had earlier
in the year spplied, perhaps without success, to his cousin for $1200 to
$1500 to settle "some debts-which though not pressed-for that very reason
annocy me the more., And then, I do notlget enough from the Whig to live
on."3

The pecuniary condition orvMoseley was readily reflected in his placas
of habitation after his return to Richmond in 1868. 1In September of that
year he was oecupying quarters at 703 East Franklin Street, a fine place
just & few doors from the house occupied by the Lee family during the war.S
By October, hovever, he had moved his quarters "to near city Springs. It
is on Bth Street beyond Leigh, on left side, adjoining the spring."T Pind-
ing times harder than ever, Moseley was forced to move once more, this
time in October, 1869, to the gggg_orfice.s To further effect savings, ex-

penses were in his own hends now. Caesar, his servant, "as & purse-bearer,

3Letter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, April 22,
1868.

hrbido " March 1' 1869.
fpia., February 8, 1869.
GI'bi&. s aeptmbﬁr 6, 1868u

7Ibid., October 7, 1868,
87pid., October 1, 1869.
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doesn't suit these times."? Two years later, howvever, in order to pre-
pare for housekeeping once again, he sent to Buckingham County for Tom,
a gservant, to come and assiat him.10

Poor health plagued the aging Méseley, in addition to financial
stress, After one trip, he returned to Richmond feeling "quite renovated,”
but "after sitting up and reading till one o'eclock the first night, my
neuralgia returned with as much venoh as ever. This satisfies me, that
whether I will or not, my days for work are pretty well over. w1l He also
noted that he found, on his return, "Qéme sick, some drunk." There were,
however, periods of good health. "My health is better,” he wrote in 1872,
"than for years. Hard vork suits ne."12

Alexander Moseley's love for friends and family knew no bounds, To
"the 1imitéd circle of those to whom he was really fond, h§ was affection-
ately gentle and tender,” editorialized the Richmond South newspaper in
1881.13  James Pleasants, the son of John Hampden Pleesants, wrote at the
time of Moseley's death that Moseley .

had a paternal affection for my' sister and myself; his

love and friendship were ever without variasbleness or

shadow of turning. We have alwvays dearly loved him;
previous, hallowed ties bound us to him; obligations

S1pid.

101p14., October 16, 1871

IJ.M' . April 30, 1869.

12;_3@_1.5_1..', February 2&, 1872,

lgﬂeprint of editorial in Richmond Whig, September 3, 1881,
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conferred, intimacy unbroken, affection unshaken, All

my life long have I sougyt his companiogghip; aever glad

to be with him, and ever sorry to part.

His concern for friends once caused to go out of his way to visit
one William Glenn, "whosge health is bad and pecuniary condition deplor-
able."1?

The particular deligﬁt of Alexander Moseley's last years, however,
wags the family of his nemesake and cousin, Alexander Bondurant. Before
the Civil War, Moseley had spent much time at "Variety Shade" the home of
Bondurant's father, Colonel Thomas M. Bondurant. Typical of the pre-war
visits was that in 1859 when Colonel Jack Thurston, & Mr. Leach, Colonel
Spencer Thomas, Nicholas Bocock, Judge Hunter Marshall, and Alexander
Moseley all spent the night at "Variety Bhade" before going on to court

16 The happy visits with the Bondurants did not cease after

the next day.
the var,

In the spring of 1868, at the urging of Moseley, Alexander Bondurant
and his small family moved to "Fish Pond" where they remeined until 1879.
To the comparatively new house two néw‘rooma and halls were added to make

the bachelor's domain into a comfortable family home.17 The presence of

thetter of Jemes Pleasants, published in Richmond Whig, September 3,

1881.

retter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant, November 18,
1870.

léMSS,"Reminiscenses of Emily Morrison Bondurant (Mrs. Alexander J.
Bondurant),” Duke University Library, p. 106.

1Trpsa, , p. 162.
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Moseley was felt in Fish Pond's luxuriant garden and orchard where strawv-
berries, apples and pears were abundant. Since the house itself was in
view of the Canal, great rolls of newspaper-'—from Richmond, New York and
other places--arrived daily from Richmond, having been sent by Mosaley.18
Surrounding the house were many‘ sycamore trees. To Mrs. Emily Bondurant's
question of why he had planted so many, Moseley replied that 'those beasutiful
bare vhite arms all winter point Heavenward; they lose thelr leaves early,
but those beautiful white limbs call our thoughts upwards.'l? The yards of
"Fieh Pond;’ sbounded in foul: turkeys, chickens, geese, ducks, and even
guines fowl, for Alexander Moseley considered its meat and eggs the best,20
Several of the Bondurant's servants went along to the new place, but many
of Alexander Moseley's old servants remsined. Some, however, had moved to
"Alexandris," a tract of land in Buckingham County on which Moseley had
given them homes.

When not called specifically to Richmond to serve "Mass Alex" to
§h0m he said he "still belonged,”" Tom, Alexsnder Moseley's faithful servant,
stayed at "Fish Pond.” Here Tom, who was é. good cook, was always ready

for his former master's visits, knowing how Moseley loved the whole wheat

181p1d., p. 5.
191p1a.

201p44,
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biscuit and corn batter cakes, Alexander Moseley's old room was kept in
readiness for his visits, and Emily Bohdurant, constantly solicitous,
always kept a branch of sassafras on his mantle piece. Every morning the
young children of the household would come into the room to gsee the lumps
of white sugar "growing”" on the tree. One of the Bondurant's daughters
remembered in later years her delight in‘having Cousin Alexander Moseley
take her to his "sugar tree."2l Moseley loved the children as dearly as
they loved.hlm. On one occasion, he‘bought in Richmond "a horan for Sandy
and a doll for Fanny." Not finding a "tin horn with a voice,” he "got a
French trumpet which is far better. The doll is the largest India rubber
I could find."?? |

Both Alexander Bondurant and his wifte, Emily, were prominent
Presbyterians. Her family had been unusually conspicucus in the annals
of thet church. As a result of thé*Bondurant's interest in the church,
“Fish Pond" was often visited by clergymen. Sometimes Alexander Moseley
would be asked by Emily Bondurant to Join the family in going to church.
Moseley, who never belonged and rarely went to church, would reply, 'I

vill spend the day with the Sermon on the Mount.'23 A Christian man he

2l1pia.

227 ot ter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander Bondurant, February 8,
1871.

231144, , p. 21
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was though, and Mrs. Bondurant recalled him often reading the New Testa-
ment, both in English and in Greek. -

Alexsender Moselsy was a last remnant of men, such as Jefferson and
Adanms earlier, who were guided by the deistic movement, and was uninspired
by the CGreat Awakening that had so svept the country in his early years.

General Mahone, writing of Moseley on his death in 1881, said that:

You made no boast of your religion, bdbut quietly practiced its

precepts throughout a long, reproachless life., You belonged to
no church communion--much to the loss of the church-~but when

the great dey comes and the unerring Judge passes upon the deeds
done in the flesh and metes out rewards and punishment, if you

do not stand upon the right hand, not because of any merit of
your cwn, or self-righteousness, then a life of charity and stain-
less honor--the practice of religions requirements--will count

for nothing, and heaven will indeed be--for want of company--&
lonesone place. .

Even though Alexander Moseley felt that Richmond was "the only place
in the state thet is tolerable,"25 he was always delighted to leave the
city. The various "springs," such as the Creenbdbriar, were popﬁlar seats of
fashion at the time, and were sometimes vigited by Moseley, but the frivo-
lous way of life followed at the springs held little fascination for him.
Nothing, however, brought him more delight than a fishing expedition. "I

got back yesterday from Repphannoek," he wrote on one occasion. "I had &

24pschmond Whig, September 5, 1861.

25Mahone 001lection, letter from Alexander Moseley to william Mahone,
May 30, 1872.
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Pleasant time there and gained some flesh. The sport, catching bass in
the Shenandoah, was very good--but the largest 4id not exceed 4 1bs,"26

His long~standing fondness for the piscatorial sport led him to an
interest on the subject of fish culture. In this connection he corres-
ponded with Mr. Seth Green and other pioneers on that new science.2T
Green was successful in hateching enormdus numbers from the spawn of shad,
trout and other species with which, among other streams, he stocked the
Susquehanna and Potomac. Moseley, furthermore, became one of the first
Fish Commissioners of Virginia, having been appointed by Governor Kemper,
and "by his officfal reports. . .stimulated the legislation which has
assured protection to the fish and game interests of Virginia."aa For
three years, from 1875 through 1377, Moseley, slong with the other Com-
missioners, W. B. Robertson and M. C. Ellzey, served and presented his re-~
ports to the General Asaembly.29

Through the generos;ty of General Mahone, Alexander Moseley spent
the last years of his life at "The Shanty," at Dispatch Station in Nevw
Kent County. Here he spent his days sangling, writing letters to his

friends, and carving curious pipes vhich he presented to his intimates.

26Lntter from Alexander Moseley to Alexander J. Bondurant,
September 25, 18T1.

2Topituary of Alexander Moseley, Richmond Whig, September 1, 1881,

281114,

29pulletin of the Virginia State Library, Vol. X, pp. 635, 62, 650.
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One of these pipes was given by Moseley to Edward Virginius Valentine, the

Richmond sculptor.3°

Out of contrast to the prosperity of former years,

he named his new abode "The Shanty," but those who visited him there remem-
bered "the olden time hospitality and good cheer with which they were re-
ceived and treated."3!

There~-at “The Shanty"--Alexander Moseley died at 6 P.M. on Tuesday
evening, August 30, 1881, of congestive chill. Only & few days before his
death, with no reference to his own health, he had written a letter express-
ing the fear that President Garfield could not live.Sc |

The body was taken to Buckinghaﬁ County‘where it was buried in the
_old family cemetary at "Willow Lake," beside his parents. In later years,
the children of John Hampden Pleasants erected a large flat tcmbstone over
the grave, in memory of their "father's friend and their owm."33 :

| The Whig, Moseley's own monument to a lifetime of dedication, cerried

a two-and-a-half column editorial eulogy, edged in black.Sh

30nyotes of Pavard Virginius Valentine, 1838-1930," in possession of
the Valentine Musewm, Richmond, Virginia.

31Richmond Whig, August 31, 1881.

321pi4.

331nscribed on tombstone of Alexander Moseley, "Willow Lake," Bucking-
ham County, Virginia.

3%Richmond Whig, August 31, 1881.




CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSION

Few American newspaper editors have had the distinction of as long
an association with a newspaper as Alexander Moseley. For much of the in-
termittent period of forty-five years, from 1836 to 1881, the name of

Alexander Moseley was synonymous with the Richmond Whig, one of the great

Journals of its day.

The importance of Moseley's long association with the Whig was his
unique insight into & great span of American history. The Whig party, in
which he exerted consziderable influence ndt only as a newspaper writer but
as an active party leader, practically grew up with Moseley. He also wit-
nessed the demise of the same party. All of the great issues of the day,
Abolition, Territorial Expansion, the Bank issue, among them, came under the
scrutiny of Moseley, and his opinions, as expressed in the Whig, were read
regularly by the official circles of the Distyrict of Columbia.

Virginia, as a border state, often took a viewpoint different from its
northern and southern neighbors, and this, sometimes caused a change in
Moseley's editorial opinion. 1In 1850, for example, when California sought
admission to the Union, Moseley revérsed his previous view, of Texas annexa-
tion days, that the territories had no sovereignty, and contended that Califor-
nia should present her constit&t-ion to Congress for approval, & view contrary

to most of the southern states.
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Alexender Moseley in his long term with the Whig wvas probably more in-
timately involved with the North-South c¢risis than eny other single iesue,
and many editorial issues ultimately revolved about this one issue., Although
he was certainly pro-Southern, and at times questioned the validity of con-
tinued union with the other states, he nevertheless took the upper-South,
for example, view in 1850 when he condemned the Nashville Convention whose
leaders were urging dissolution of the Union.

| After the dissolution of his beloved Whig party Moseley took little
active part in political affairs, and, indeed, for the one conaiderabls
length of time in his journalistic careér, Moseley was unassociated with the
Whig. The election of Lincoln and the riéi‘ng wvar fever, however, brought
Moseley back into the political arena. Once again, Moseley resumed his labors
at the ¥Whig, this time with high hopes that the flaws, as he saw them, of the
United States Constitution could be corrected in the nev Confederacy. Basi-
cally he was striving for a return to the Btates Right concept of the Articles .
of Confederation. The restrictive measures of the Dauis government soon dis-
illusioned Moseley, and the Whig once again became, as in pre-Civil War years,
an apposion newspaper, and Moseley retired from the editorship.

The Civil War 4id not end Moseley's usefulness, and he proved his
adeptibility by his as'sociation with an unusual colleague, General Williem
Mahone, the dynamic young Civil War hero who had btought the Whig to enhance
his political insurgency aond his railroad interests. The Whig, often under

Moseley's leadership in this period, fought in oppesition to many of the ideas
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of the Conservative party. The urging of the Whig to allow the Negroes to
vote, for aexample, was a considerable boost to Virginia's readmission to
the Union. Moseley, in this period, proved himself politically just as use-
ful as in hin pre~Civil Wer days. Indications are that he was active in
Readjuster Party politics and was an intimate of General Mahone, the avowed
political leader of post-Civil War Virginia.

vAx a man, Moseley was certainly interesting. A Virginia gentleman,
and a Whig also, he exemplified all of the virtues of those two categdries.
Vell travelled and well educated, he was & man of broad interests and
suffered comparatively little from the parocachilism of hls age. He was also
subject to human failings: he once fought a duel over & political mebter,
and his later years were beseiged by debt., One feels, in kxioving about him,

that Alexander B&oseley wvas an eminently likeable man,
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