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NANCY EDWARDS MEREDITH:
WOMAN OF AFFAIRS OF THE 1800'S

Mrs. Nancy Edwards lleredith was thé,youngest daughter
of a very rich and promineht citizen, Ambrose Edwards, of
King Villiam County, Virginia. Ambrose Xdwards was a close
friend and neighbor of lartha Custis who later became the
wife of George Washington.l The date of Nancy's birth can be
set in the period l785~1790; She had three brotihers, llartin,
Dandridge B., and George, and three sisters, Judith, Martha,
and Wealthean.® Nancy was raised at the old Edwards Homestead,
"Cherry Grove", in King William County, and received the
customary education for girls of her day.

About 1805 Nancy Edwards became the bride of Flening
Meredith.® Two sons, Fleming and Robert, and six daugihiters
were born of this union. We surmise that Fleming was born in
1806 and Robert in 1809. Her daughters, the dates of whose
births are unrecorded, were named atalanta, Tabitha, Cumi,

. .and 4
Phatoma, -Demizade, Olymphia.

l, Clarke, Peyton Neale. _0ld King William Hcmes and Families,
page l24,

2, Ibid. ‘

3. In 1827, oldest child 21 years of zage, see will ls.:o.

4. Clarke. Opus Cit., page 127,
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O0f Fleming lleredith, Nancy's husband, we lmow little.
From a doctor's bill, however, we have record oi his death in
September, 1827, His will was drawn up June 23, 1827, and
was probated by the Quarterly Session Court of the County of
King William on November 27, 182’7.5

From this will we find that three of his daughters and
two sons were still living. Flening ﬁas the oldest and wras
given the privilege of choosing one part "of the land to be
divided with his brother Robert." It was also stipulated
that each cof his caughters was to hove one negsro slave
girl, a bed, and complete furniture upon her marriage.e
Olymphia was the only cone to take advantaje of this pro-
vision.7 Robert was to be éducated out of the proceeds. of
the estate. His education was to be "equal in every respect
to that of his brother Fleming". A distillery ias to be
kept for the joint use of the two sons.
The request to allow Robert, at the age ¢f eighteen,

to be joint executor with his older brother Flening gives
us a clue to the dutes of their dirths. lirs. kieredith was
to hold life interest in the estate, which was to be kept

intact until she died.8

S Will Us,

e Ibid.

7. Clarke. OCp. cit., page 127, «

8s The will was witnessed and attested by Robert I. King
(later to become Olymphia's second husband), George
. Southgate, and William H. Spiller.



Tradition leads us to believe that the estate lay south of
the Court House about three miles from the »nresent highway.9
Fleming lleredith'or's. coffin cost $ld.OO, according
to Dandridge E., Edwards,the .idministrator. Dandridge Edvards, .
lirs. Meredith's brother, and was for many years sheriff of
King Williem County. 1° He and Judith Edwards boarded with
their sister Nancy for the years 1827 and 1828, péying
raspectively $50.00 and $45.00 a year.
Olymphia lieredith, Nancy's youngest daughter, married
a Captain Moody Blood and had two sons, Fleming(l836) and
John Friendless (1839)., It is common talk today among the
present inhabitants of ¥ing WVilliam Court llouse that the
Merediths had once gone by the name of Blood, which was
afterwards changed to lleredith by legal uction of the County
Court, In.support of the tradition we have twb letters from
J. B. Young, a Richmond attorney, to lirs,. llancy leredith. One
is dated July 30, 1839, and the other December zé, 1839, 1In
the first letter we discover that Captain lioody Blood was
Irs. Meredith's son-in-law snd lived upon her land by per-
mission. Some strife had developed between them - just what
it wgs we are not told - and she was trying to eject him
from her property. Young advised her to make some motion of

taking formal possession befors witnesses and then she would

é;'(Information from Ben Chapman, present clerk County Court
of King William.
10. Ms. Court Records.




have the law on her side if force was still necessary.

The letter on December 22, 1839, states that Captain
Blood was in jail and the lawyer was beglnning some legal
action before he was to be released. Just what this cation was ¥
we are not told in the letter of Young. One will notice the
omission of the name of Olymphia's first husband in the
Edwards! Genealogy found in Peyton Neale Clarke's 01d King

William Homes and Families. Here, too, the chilldren oﬁ%his

marriage are listed as llerediths. Our conclusion is thaf the
last names of the children were changed by court action from
Blood to that of their grandfather lieredith. We also suppose
that Olymphia was either granted a divorce or that Captain
Blood died about 1845.12 Iater Olymphia married George King
and had a third son, Henry King.15
Fleming Meredith, Nancy's older son, died in 1831,
Robhert F. Meredith, his younger brother, livead near his
mother during her lifetime and married his cousin, Ursula
Kendall, of Orange County, Virgin&a.l5'

2Mrs. Nancy lleredith's grandchild Fleming, son of

Olynmphia and lioody Blood, was born October 10, 1836. During

1l. ZLetter of July 30, 183« lis.

12. Olymphia referred to as irs. Blood on Doctors' Bills
as late as 1845.

1%, Clarke. Op. cit., page..1l27.

14, Doctorts bill, Ms.

15. cClarke, Op. cit., page 127.



the Civil War he served as an officer in the Ninth Regiment,
Virginia Volunteers, Lee Rangers, and his name is found én the
monument now standing in the yard of the King William Court
House. After the war he went to Richhmond where he worked in
the office of the Sheriff of Richmcnd.>®

John Friendless lleredith, second son of Olymphia amd
Captain Blood, was born on llarch 15, 1839. He served in tte
Confederate Afmy for three years and four months. At the
close of the war he moved to Richmond where he served one
term as Collector of the Port and afterwards worked in the
customs service.l7 |

The entire lleredith family were memvers of tiie Episcopal
Church. Ye have record of a contribution by lirs. llerecdith in
1843 of 336.00, a liberal donation at that time.

From the large number of bills for tuition and the
educational provision in the will of 1827, the lerediths were
great believers in schooling , at least for the boys. Olymphia,
however, studied under a lir. Lipscomb for a brief period;18

Fleming leredith Jr. went to Rumford ..cademy in 1828
at a cost of $12,00 a term. This famous academy is still
standing, just off the highvay of King Viilliam Court House,

and is marked é&n Route Ilo. 13 by an appropriate state highway

16. Clarke. Op. cit., page 127.
17. 1Ibid.
18, Bill ls.




marker, 0-16, Rumford Academy is one of the oldest places
of education in Virginia., It was built and formerly éndowed
by the proceeds of a lottery, such as was eustomary at the
beginning of the last century. It served as a preparatory
school for William and Mary College. The glazed brick uscd
tn the building was imported from England.19
\In 1829 Fleming Jr. and Robert received instruction from
William H. Spiller. TFor his servic.s lir. Spiller received
one barrel of corn, five gallons of vinegar, and $17.10 in
casii.

Olymphia went to Sterling Lipscomt for tuibion in
1833 and her bill including bourd was 322,00 for the term.
The same year Robert lleredith went to R. .. Hill for in-
struction at the charge of eight dollars.go

Mrs. Meredith gave a much more -extensive education to
her grandchildren, Fleming and Friendicss, sons of Olymphia.
In the period 1847-1849 they attended the schools of Cowen
S. Garrett, Roger V. Terry, and Bettie C. Vyatt., In 1850
Friendless continued his studies under I, Garrett, and his
brother Fleming attanded Richmond College.Zl Friendless
attended the University of Virginia from 1852-1854.

It is reasonable to suppose that lrs. lleredith herself
read very little and was not a good penman. Ier son Robert

was a regular subscriber to the "Richmond Enqguirer","Richmond

19, Clarke. Op. cit., page 21..
20. Billlls.
21, Bill Ms.




Ixaminer'" and the "Southe:rn Planter". In the years 1844 and
1845 we have record of the subscription of the daughter
Atalanta to the "Ch.(Christian ?) Intelligencer."

Mrs., Meredith received in 1828 more than $600.00 from
the estate of her fatiier ambrose Edwurds, @and in 1857 she
inherited $460.32 from her brother Dandridge B. Edwards. She
bought two pieces of land, 174 and 2495 acres respectively, in
the county of King William, from lir. and Mrs. Walter llogan.o®
In 1849 and 1850 Lirs. Meredith and her son Robert bought
property in Henrico County near Richmond from Edwin Hillyard,
alfred S. Lee, and John B. Lipscomb., Lipscomb's property
consisted of four parcels, totaling 80 acres and cosiing
$400,00. The Hillyard proverty was a house on South Ilmwood
Street and was covered by an insurance policy of the lutual

23 The total cost of tihese

Assurance Society of Virginia.
additions to lMrs. lleredith's property was 34900,00. She

held also many bonds, as follows:

George Edwards $1339.,02

Yilliam Pollard 300,00

Baylor Temple 1600, 00

John Pemberton 600,00

Baylor Temple and Williawm Harrison 5000,00
: ~Potal

Total 86359.02

Receipts found in her papers show that these were all col-

lected. 1llost of them were handled by V. A. Gregory, uner attorney,

22, Deed lis.
23, Folicy Ms.




Robert Ilercdith sold his share of his father's estate
to his sister Atalanta for %2000 on September 25, 1845, In
September of the following year Atalanta Merédith died. Her
estate was valued at $5668.,50 by the appra:‘.sers.,z4 Her
slaves, llary, Page, William, Joe, and Tom were worth $2&50,00,
her wardrobe. and Lady's Cabinet $50.00, and her bonds totaled
33268.50. Atalanta nust have inherited her mother's business
ability. Ier brother Robert was appointed administrator.
There is no record of a will.

According to the tax records of King William County
for 1816, Fleming lleredith, llancy's husband, had five slaves.
o records are available of the number at the time of his
death in 1827, or during the intervening period (1815-1827).
There are papers showing that in the yeaf 1814 he paid {100,00
a year for tane hire of two negro slaves,"Charles aud San'",

In 1833, lirs. Nancy lieredith sold a slave sirl named
llaria for $300,00. Beginning in 1837 she began to buy slaves.

The dates, number of slaves bought, and nrices 3ald were as

follows:
lay 18, 1837 - 4 slaves : $450,00
Dec. 8, 1838 - 3 " (2 children) 925,00
fov. 11, 1839 - 1 " 650,00
Aug. 24, 1840 -2 " (1 chila) 480,00
Feb. 28, 1842 = 3 " (1 child) 600,00 (annrox)
lar. 6, 1842 - 1 " 325,00
Jan. 22, 1844- 2 " 1038,00
August 31, 1848 - 1 " 275,00
Sept. 5, 1848 = 5 "™ (4 children) _ 31000,00 (R
Total bought 22 slaves, costing .5743,00

24. Report lis.
25, Slave sale receints lis.



Adding the slaves her husband had, we estimate the
largest number ever at one time in the possession of the
family at about thirty.

Atalanta bought one slave for $5650,00 on January 25,
1847, and on February 28, 1847, her brother Robert bought a
slave for $5250.00,

4 slave named Patsy, belonging to lirs. lieredith, ran
away and was caught by the authorities in Richmond. A4ifter
identification she was ordered sold by her owner., The sale
price was $500,00,

On May 16, 1834, John, Davy, and Jack, negro slaves on
M¢s. Mersdith's estate, were placed on trial for "Felony and
Burglary™. They were defended by Thomas S. . Gregory by

order of the court and his fee was set at i‘\}SlO.OO.Z6 Davy and

Jack were convicited and sentenced to be hanged.gv

They were
appraised by the state to be worth $450,00 and-this amount
was to be -paid by the state to Mrs. lleredith when they were
exem,l_ted.g8 The death sentence, however, was not carried out.
Instead the negroes were turned over to lirs. keredith, who

sent them out of the county.29Where they went, or why the

death sentence was revoked, remains a nystely.

26, Indictment Ms.

27. Court order lis.

28. Virginia law at this time; aprraisers' note in Court order.
29, Court order ls.
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In October, 1827, the lMerediths received $155.00 for a
shipment of wheat to Baltimore. 1In 1828 Baylor Temple paid
$90.00 for lrs., Meredith's corn crop, aud Campbell and Co.
paid $126.,53 for her wheat crop. Baylor Temple bought $2832.97
worth of wheat and corn in 1829, The same year Wortham and
McGruder bought $144,00 worth of corn.90 The commodities éent
to Baltimore were shipped on schooners, which sailed up the
Pamunky River to take dn their cargoes. In 1824 the "Cathrine
Margarett"™, captained by John Fitzhugh, carried 287 bushels
of wheat to Robert B. Burns in Baltimore. For this shipment
Mr. Burns sent a "Farmers and llerchants Bank" check for
$207.64 to lirs. lMeredith's account at tne "Bank of Virginia
in Richmond."™ On August 8, 1846, she sent 750 bushels of
ﬁhite corn to George V. Richardson and Co. in Baltimore
aboard the schooﬁer "John Francis". In 1852 she received
8272,46 for 370 bushels of red wheut from Burns. This sanme
year she shipped 363 bushels of white corn on the schooner
"Blooming Youth" to Norfolk.ao In 1834 llrs. lleredith paid
810,00 to have her wheat crop thrashed and in 1850 she paid
$27.,50 for the same work. |

The writer has in his possession a contract between
Mrs. Meredith and an overseer for the year 1850, which gives
tlie latter's duties and stipulates a ?ayment of 390,00 for

his service for the year. There is also a receipt for {$20.00

%0. All material for this paragranh found in bills of laden
and receipts in manuscript.
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from the overseer Lenry Morison for his quarterly wace.
James Hearne repaired lirs. lleredith's time-pleces. In 1845
he charged $3.50 for fixing her gold watch and guaranteed it
"0 perform 12 months".

During the period 1830-1838 William Slaughter did tue
greater part of lirs. lleredith's blacksmith and carpenrty
work. His bills reveal %hat she possessed oxcarts, wagons
of various kinds, two giss (one of them a double gig), numerous
ploughs, a plough sharpener, and many other farminig implements.
In 1833 MNrs, Meredith traded in one of her gigs together

31 Clenents

with 80,00 for a gig belonging to John H. Anderson.
and Guarles shared in the smithy work during the period
1830-1855.52 Mrs. W. F. Terry built a kitchen for lrs. Lieredith
in 1834 at a charge of $10,00,.

On September 19, 1832, Philip Crexton built a lined
coffin for Wancy's son Fleming for the sum of $15.00.°° Crexton
was often employed to saw walnut logs into lumber. In 1835
Crexton sent her another bill for a coffin. It was for $5.,00
and must have been for a slave. Thomas Ilixon also nade a coffin
for lrs. Meredith. From his bill for carventry work, dated

May 10, 1837, we learn that sie had a large carriage house

with double doors.

3l. Sale receipt lis.
52, Bills liss.
33. Bill lis,.
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James H. King sawed over 2,000 feet of lumbzr for
Hrs. Ileredith in 1841 and in 1848 made a bedstead for 835.00
and a coffin for $30,009% This coffin must have been for her
daughter Atalanta.

James C. Bleke kept l'rs. lMeredith's scythes and cradles
and her wieat fan in good condition. The heavy smithy work
during the years 1843-1850 was done by Gary and Straughan.

Jolm Edwards was tie family shoemaker. For makiag shoes
for slaves he charged 29 cents each. "Brogs" at tue time
cost 38 cents. The materials were supplied by lirs. lleredith.
It is interesiing to note that even as late as 1802 we find
a bill, "the making of six pairs at one shilling and one
PENCE ceesee $La75." Harnzss fof ner horses aud mules was
furnished by T. J. Chapprell, J. C. Laughton, and Lewis Pollard.

Scythe blades cost $2.50 each; mules, $75.00 each; -
mares, $50.00 each; and hogs, $5.00 euch. To season a mare

cost anywhere from $5.00 %o $85,00,99

Irs. lleredith employed several lawyers during her
lifetime. We have already mentioned J. B. Young of Richmond
who advised her on the Captain Blood episodes in 1839. She
had dealings also with Fendall Gregory Jr., who later
represented XKing Willicm County in the Secession Conventicn

at Richmond in 1851.56 His fee for a sult in 1849 was $5.00,

34, Bill lis.

35, Bills Mss.

36, Clarke. Op. cit. page 60 under paragraph # 10,
William Gregory.



In 1843 William A. Gregory was her lawyer. He was a distant
cousin ofkendall Gregory who was her lawyer in 1845. Io less
than five suits were filed during tie period 1835-1845. The
records are scant in these cases and merely record thne names
of the parties concerned. Robert Pollard was clerk of the
court and R. Gwalthney sheriff during this poriod.37

Mrs. ileredith carried on most of her trade with "Baylor
Temple, Agent and Company" of King Jillium Court Fouse. Temple
ran a store of general merchandise, in conuection with a
tavern not far from the Court Ilouse itself.58 There one could
buy almost anything - from hats, shoues, needles, thread,
cigars, and toothbrushes, to horse collars, medicine, and
intoxicating liquors. One finds the prices very interssting.
Some of %tinem are as follows: Port, 25 ocnté a bottle;
éhampagne, $1.75 and $2.00 a bottle; corn and rye wilsky,
40 and 50 cents a gallon; coarse 5hoes,$l.25 a pair; fine
shoes,$2.75 a pair; toouthbrushes, 2% cents each; susuvenders,
$1,10 a pair; molasses, 86 cents a gallon; szlt,52,00 a sack;
nails, $4.25 a keg; castor oil, 68 cents a bettle; boots,
83,75 a pair; cigars, 30 cents a dozen; percussion caps, 10
cents a box; coffee and sugar, 9% ceﬁts a pound; linen, &8
cents a yard; bowie knives, $10,00 each; shot, £2.75 a bag;

plabes, $1.50 a dozen; French brandy, $2.24 a gallon; gun

37, Court Records.
38, Information from Benjamin Garrett, present clerk of

the court of Xing "/illiam.



flints, 13 cents a dozen; calfskins, $2.75 each; calico, 30
cents a yard; nutmeg, 25 cents an ounce; and curry coubs,
£95 cents each.59

Iirs. Meredith also traded with meny Richmond firms.
among them were . 0. Duvél and Co., Dickinson ana Co.,
John S. Slaughter, Waller and Redwood, Lewis Littlepage and
Go., Burch and Sweet, and A. Johnson and Co.

The doctors' bills tell us that atalanta sufrfered
acutely from rheumatism. Even as far back as 1834 she was
put through "akourse of medicine™ each month and at one
time boarded at the doctor's house in order to have more
attentive treatment.éo

On September 17, 1831, Fleming Iieredith Jr.,died after
an illness of ften deys. Dr. aglett Hawes attended him und
gave the customary treatment of blood letting, and records
"17th visit,when dying, no medicine-----£2,00e"

This doctor certainly believed in blood letting, for he
practiced it many ftime on lrs. llereditn and on her daughter
Aialanta.él

lrs. Leredith's health began to fail in 1843, and from

this time on her personal doctors' bills were quite large.

l’edical care of her slaves was constantly given by physicians.42

39, llerchandise bills liss.
40, Doctors!' bills liss.
41, Ibid.

42, Ibid.
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A vaccination of her slave Page is recorded by a Dr. Cabell
on December 9, 1847,

For pulling a tooth the physician received $1.00,
Robert Meredith was not blessed with healthy molars, from the
number of teeth he had to have extracted. It was expensive
in 1836 to take castor oil at 68 cents a bottle, but the
llerediths secmed to believe, or at least their doctors did,
in this "cure-all",

The last will and testament of lirs. lleredith was drawn
up on lMay 24, 1849, In this she provided that, after her debts
were all paid, $1,000 was to be given to each of her grand-
children, Fleming and Fr:i.endless.4“'5 Her brother George Hdwards
was to act as trustee until they became twenty-one years old.
If either died or married before this time, his vortion was to
go to the other. The sum of $3,000 was to be used for the
support of lirs. lleredith's daughter Olymphia and her children
for the rest of her life =free from the control of George
King, Olymphia'®s second. nusband. The children werc to be
cared for until they became of age. One "equal moiety" was to
go to lrs. ' lleredith's son Robert, tine other to her brether

.George Edwards. The latter molety wus to be used also for the
support of her daughter Clymphia King aund her chnildren until
the latter were 21 years of age, at which time the yroperty

was to be divided among her grandchildren in ecual shares.

434Will Mss.
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The last available regord the writer has of lirs. lleredith
is dated 1852, It is very probable that she died during the
period 1852-1855, for hoer doctors® bills show evidence of a
rapidly failing health.

Thus ends an account of a woman of affairs a century ago. -
Mrs. Nancy E., lleredith carried on @& man's tasi: for more than
twenty-five years and upon her deuth left a legucy far more
valuable and extensive than the one left by her husband. She
was the teal brains in her family. Her son Robert was
dependent on his mother all his life. TFew realize how
important the part of a woman was on the plantations of the
0ld South. The Civil Var deys brousht foreibly to our
.attention their business and managing abilities while their
"men folk™ were in the armies of Johnson, Jackson, and Lee.

Nancy lleredith was not only a good business wonan
and farmer but was also a good mother to her chiidren.
Doubtless few women in the world of afiairs today could

administer adequately a plantation such as that of the

Kereditis.
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