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LEE FALILY
'1037
J Ph dirk 1

SOCIOLOGY 5



THE FALIILY

By
Joseph Zirk rolsom
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
1954 - $4.00

A XHeview by William #allis

W7ith only pleasant recollections oi Pro-

lessor' Folsom's book, Culture and Sociasl Yrrogress,

textbool for Sociology 2, remaining in my mind, I

decided to reed his most recent vwork, The ramily

et

as parallel work in Sociology 5. “hat was scometime
just prior to the Christmas holidsys., ‘lhen first I
savw the volume, its 604 pares 0of 8- send 10-point

type cacst & forebodirg shadow across 211 my antici-

easily the lergest book on the Sociology & neserve

4

Shelf, yet the meﬁory of the essy style oi the other
Yolsom book end the fear that the other smaller vol-
unes mizht be dry ant difiicult resding iriluenced
my choice. Tever, since stairting the firet chaopter
entitled, "The ramily Fattern,”™ have 1 resgretted my

choice., In fzct, it seems hypocriticsl +0 uce this

book s a sublect of parellel report, for it was s



Fage "wo

interesting end entertaining. Usually, we exvect
"required reading” tobe aciualliy boresome, but in
this respect, vr, Joseph “irk iolsom, pioiessor of

Sociology at vasssr Uollege, has disappointed his

readers,

Although 1 claim that the element noted
above is highly important and commendable, yet I
realize the pleasant reading matter alon wili not
admit any work in Sociology or in any otker field
into the.Eealm of Avthority. Deing 2 student of
only two and one hali yeare' sociological expori-
ence, hovever, 1 find it didificult to pess upon the
intrinsic value of fact or inference except through

the =writings snd orinions of those who unow--or are

H-

suproced to know,., or th rezcon I shall quote at
verious times throughout this brief weview from, &t

~least, two, more or lese, authoritative sources.

The purposze of tvhe book could not be het-
ter ctzted thsn Dr, Folsom hac it in the first parec-
graph of the Fredface: "“h1° book girs to integrete
+he various scientific approaches to tle study of
I&’ll" phenomena. 1t attempts to wesve cultural an-

thropology, individual bswcholog u001al peycholozy,

Pt
[

istory, socilology, cconomics, and ps;chistry into &

unitary sciece of the fomily." Juet in passing I
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would say that the author seems a triile too ambi-
tious, even though he modertly admits tiest the book
is only Mattempting" to schicve this sosl., One must
coniess, hovever, that vthrouzh Dr. .olsom's treat-
ment of the subiect matter the idea oi a "unitary

ecience

of the family"

is elightly more conceivabvle,

Mor, as he claims irn the Fraiace, "the tieztment be-
ging with the cultursl sprroach, and thin point of
vien governeg throughout, The sub’ect metter, however,

concerned
end problems
family dazte

informstion

meinly to ect:ih

rredominsntly with the modern chenrec

of the famil;, ZIrrimitive 2rd hictoricel

arc presented not 2¢ de achzd bodien ol
to bhe acquired Ior their om czle, butb
lish throre moder of ~Lin:ing vwhich in-

erize modern sociolo:r."

crecsingly cha.act o mauy
rezders of *he hool, the cultrrsl srpyroach might not
apresr the normsl o e for Dr. Zolcom to emylo;, but
to me, havi z so recently re=d end ¢ tudled kigc Culture
a:d Socisl irogrecs, it would hav: ceemed pecvlisr if

e rad ado, ted axny other ajirroach., The author would
rronably not sgree that &ll thinss human cnd inter-~
human could be reducced to & culturzsl Dbase, dud at
leect he would szy %het meny thinoe which e Lave been
explaining ss instirnctive, intuitive, "human  =2ture”
mighkt be founded mzrely in psiticular culitures.
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In 1933, I first heard of Srorniglaw [l2l-

inowshi's book, The Sexuel Life oi Savapes in llorth-

restein lielanesia, but the real signiiicence of the

nork did not dawn upon me until I read folsom's Com-
parstive Description of Family Paterns oi Trobrisnds
end Americe in the first chapter of his book. Oif

course, the informsztion convaimed in such & compari-

gorn is invelusble, buv the iniferences wiich may be

drern from it are much more wortlwhile in the svudy

ct

of such en insitution =s the family. Toouzing at tls
compsrison, one may understand essily whst Yroiesnor
olsom mea:ic when he gays that our m117 sbtern is

AAR)

no% the resg: 1t of "human natnre"” or is "ordsined of

God"™ or "iundamental truth.” Lather is it the eifect
of many inte:dependent csuses, which were previously,
themecelves, effects. Lhus, Jr. folsom sets forth his

pronf b iore ac’'vally declering nis argu%ment.

In 2 convincing marner, then he usges the
oreni~g rerep.aphe oi “hopter II to clinch the dehate

vi.e obvious, Le claime thet,

0]
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merely by pres
"races £nd peorles obviousli: diizer i physical char-

T

ecteristics and tengperament” and thst these "inheri-

thing vo do with dizierexnces
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thinkins," Tor, he goes further to explsin:

'All of thece latter c-a:acter1sulcs are,
like langvagzes end meterial too gxterncl to
men himeeli, they are perte of culuurc of wivi-
lizo+tion, Any inomn culture conld he practiced
hroeny knovn rece or people. Lf Urobriand in-
tants could be exbhanged at hirth for americen
infente, each would acquire ag readily 8 he
does no* the hahits, cuss ons, beliexs, attitudes,
and vi:lues of the society i: which hie ic reared,
just ag he ™ouvld =scquire its lanruage,"

)

fry . G. Z“oster, of the Tondon "ites, sars
.is about froiessor lolsom's book: "ilg hac a gifit

<t

for interestirnzs orsenizati-m and presentatvion of merter-
isl, Ye mailes come eZzcellent diiierentictions betreen
mords often used lonsely., The book will bz voluable
for ite source meteriol,”™ ir, Joster's criticicrm is
prrivicularly perti-ort in rercrh ‘o thie disierentiction
of words, Thic grerscterisitic is not especiclly in the
Chapter entitled: Basic veifinitione, rerein the au-
thor, discrimirsetes between culbursl cnd cubcultural,
e malzes it 89 very clear ittt it i1e no mor: than right
to irclude, here,hic own wordss
"If eny given behavior or interscition, bve-

comee standsrdired, ii it is repestec or rcdup-

liceted by meny perconsg, in other worde, ix it

becomes a moiel Ior mo:re Nr loos vhoiesele imi-~

tetion, then it 1~ cultvrel, Ii on the other

nd i%t ie not generselly imitated, hut arises
spontaneously on each ocession, indepeudently

oif ot @r occesiong, it is subeuliursl.
“lLere are two meye iz hich a widespread

treit or pattern oif hum¢n hen:vior or intersc-
tion mey arice, Fizst, it may be rroduced in-
dependently in & zrest man; places by the numan
bouil: stiuvciture cnd tre sh.uchbure of 1le en-
vironrent bhecouse %Siese conditions vwrich rroduce
it are similer in a greo nenr _lacez, Second,
it may be produved 1y crance combinstions of



circumetance in only one or a Ifew places, but
from there may spread by imivation to other
placec, IfL its origin be of the first tyre, we
may call the trait subculturcel; if of the gec-
ond trype, cultural,”

The logic oi Nr. Iolsom is partviculsrly

e

entertaining here in the orening chepders oi his booll,

ile first presents the prooi of the steteme:t or ar=-
gument v ich he states in tle second chap .er, and
then the third and four'h cnpters elab-rate uron
the infsrences drsvn Jrom the me jor premice and mani
rest vhe provirgnous rclationship of modern cex prob

lems &nd Professor solsom's thesise.

"Che Tature and Xinds of Love" seems to
be the impoptant Zeature of the third chapter. Here
r, Tomman Hires, vriting in the dAmericsn Journal of

3ociolozxy, Jonuary, 1935 has t:riiied the c=tyle and

o9
content =5 having be writien with disrassion and
without sentimertali Proiesso:r folegonm diccunores
]

tre much-mooted subjects contained in thiis chex tex

2g a mental robob mickt, with no rraiudices or helieis,

e clersi.ies tre kinde oi love be.avior accoraing

Fd

to (1) ro0a2l, (7) overt reaction involved, (3) iiner

Q
@

ting

b

emdotional reszction involved, ‘Yhe most intex

b

N

and irdeed the most velugvle Zor tie compsrestive

sociolorict, is the classi:ication oi love ileelings,
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or attitudes. To one :aving escapted ad-olescence
so. recently such vivicectvion of the adolescent mind
and attitudes arfords much enlichtenment even though

at trhe came time causinz much menvtal embarracsme: il

Contiruing his thesis of the importence of
the subcultwsl over tre "instinctive" and so fo.th,
2r, nlsom attempts to prove tre family end five
petterns of intercction as subhdulturel, In Chapter
IV, he consid re these iive pstternm to be "(1) the
hetveroecexusl relationchip, (&) some depree of per-
manence oi hetsrosexvsl relstionship between tw
individuals, (3) some sexual avoidences, (4) mother-
child love and to asome exient otrer love rels “ion-
ships between memhe:s ox iarmily, end (b) the incect

+n1)00

Concerning the stiructure oi the book ve
might soy here thz® 1t 1¢ divided into =iz nmain di-
visions: Yhe .emily end I*s Subcultvral Besis, The
Cultural Histor: and Ueor.sphr oi tle
Chenre and the remily, Zamily EFroblems and llass He-
26 jusiments, family rfroblems znd Individual aAdiuct-
ments, The Culiurzl Fubture, Fa:t II, to which

come now in our revievw,- is concerned with the cultural
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history of the fomily, which is the practical conte 't
. Y k d i

of the lstter rert of the cource, Sociology 5. 1In

fact

Frofessor Zolsom, me "tions fiise Willrstiue

’

Goodsell =2g a principal autkority on thet branch of

2

ris stud:.

That division of the volume entitled: Cocizl

Chanre and the ramily, contains ~-me of the mogt ir=-
portant maoterisl end ar-ument Ffrom the viewpoint of
vwocial pereristry, accoydi;f to Sutert A. Queen, re-
vieming the book in Survey, NNovember, 1958&. iir,

Queen writes: "The present year has seen the appear-
ance of severgcl worthvwhile gzeneial books on the femily.
among these first place clearly belonss to the volume
by Professor Tolsom. e 1&g done anunucuslly succesco-
itul job in welding togetier ps;cihigiric and cultural
apiyroacher in higs stvdy oi the fenily s an institu-
tion and as 2 matiixz oi Pperconal relotionshiprs. o
"ne problems of thrne famil: ere not deviaitiong from

the locsl mores but culturel lagse « o He points out
the 'isllecy of remed; by "removisg the dause" ' for
every domestic condition end exment is an integrel pert
o a complex situa’ion process." ithin this cection,

also, ic emphssized the importa -ce of the eiiect of



Tine

mechaaiensl inve tion, bioloricasl discoveries, and
bios-chciolorical discoverie~, such = thoce ol Dar-

»in, revlov, snd Ireud,

faltiplicity ox stotistics chercetgrizes

the Zou: 'l part of The ramily c¢n  consequ: tl; it is

renderad less interestine but more ecientific then
the otres Iive divieionc., I iound thet & prest por-

4.

tion of tre information, ctatistice, and comment wese
v rry oirilzy Yo thaeis cavialaed in 2lliost and llersill's

Soclial bisorranizetion. Juct in pgocinrg, L nmisht add

vl

¢}

T

¥
e
()
8]
i

, &8 mare wortillecs cowment, that it seems thev

i
ede .

liott and I'erril. moy be concidered as recembling
“ne Llo-ico-ex erimental sociolo - istes slightly more
tran dpes Yolsom, vwho indulges, zao FPeresd would claim,
in non-lorico-experime "tal cpeculation. Within tkis
divieion of the book —we iind uch provlems &g: (1)
dontrolli. » reproiucstion, (2) she economics oi chil-
dren end btre Lome, (3; msrrivge snd mate-fi-ding,

{4) ¢ivorce, (B) tlhe 1ove‘mores; diccricsced dispss-
ziors*telr. ifr. fommen iirce adds ghat Dr. solsomm's
gr.raicals 03 *rese probleme "laeck the wishr-rachy
timidity" wiiieh charzcverizers o moay writings of

other moderms., Conceriing thesce probvlems, the author



Page Ten

points out that "there is no solution complutel;
within the fromevork of our traditionsl moresS. « .
Xach 'solution', when studied in detsil, bec mes in

~iteeldi a problem.”

b}

"The remaining portions of thig bhook in

& gerse constitute the apilied or practicsl phases

of the sublect, . . The chiel practical gp; lication
of sooiolohg'at the pregast day is social psychiztry.
This is the treatment of the sulierings, or emolionsl
i1l health, oi individunsls, throusrh the medium of
gsocial readiustments not in the whole culture, brt in
the primary group gitvations of these individusls
=g are tresting.” Thue resd the ojenins statements
of the division termed: remilv Problems and Ilndivi-
dual Adivstmenbts. Herein »r. Folsom iakes the stand
that even thoush our scien“iiic kno-ledre of the
tamily "8hould be powerlecc to deilect the more ren-
rel courée o1 chanre, nevertheless it hos = resl,

4~ .

practical value. L1 it ceamobt guide society, it

}_..J

cen &t leest gpuide the individual. 1t can theredy

reduce the individusl suiferius which atlends gocisl

chance., <Yerhate thet is a1l that is importent.”
{_, - -

WYithin the Ziret two choyrters oi this sec-

there is meterisl piee: t=d thet wouls lead us

ct
[
(o]
=

Yo NMorman Himes whien ne clai o Lthet
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N

Professor Folsom's "entire sprroach is interscetionist

¢« « o psychiatric.” Throuzhout
"disorpanization and perconslity” ove is impressed

with the 1-evitable importvence of social interaction,

&
]
ck

tre iniluence oi individuation snd perconality

ratterns 1¢ not deprecitted., vUnder <these headiugs

var g perpgonal -nd interperconsl {ru-tr-tions are
disg ed g8 well 2¢ marital roles. Sex 61’ﬂh10w

diecussed in one b.iel charter ae a follow-up on 'he
chapter of Pare i-vhild nelations and a prelude for

the finsl chapter--rthe CLultural ruture.

This lasgst divisgion has been charscterized
by iir, Horman Hires as "oricinal and stimulsting”.
from a ver: concise cultural hictory of the family

e

and a summery ol femily problems, Jr, nlsom moves
quickly to a discussion oi “le inilucnce and vclue
of liberslicm ze g penscea and concludes theot the
"Iuture of the fsmily depends oun the mencral cul-
urel ideologr." It would be di:iicult ioxw me to
T

Present in directed form the totel conte © of this

1

laet chapter, therefore, e may precent the sub-

stence oi the motter by & quotation oif the cloeing
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"If and when libercliem finslly preveails,
what will be the family pattern of the majori-
ty? In the vriter's puess, it will embody mo-
nogamy; & fecundity nicely adjusted to porula-
tion =nd eugenic needs throush contraception;
iemale labor which is more specislized &nd more
evenly distributed through lifte then at present
with somevhat more communalization of domestic
services, but with the retention oi just enough
of the private home snd of parental csre to
yield the maximunm emovionsl values oi the pa-
rent-child and the mate-mate relstion. This

mo djority pattern will preveil throuzir 2 ration-
al underctanding of its inherent subculturel
advantzges, and notv be surrouhding itseli with
8 halo of cultural centiment or & protective
arm>r of vabons. lealadjusted individusls will
find relief 2nd cure through eagy mobility en
throush temporary vacations Irom thei:r usual
mode of liie. Tiber‘y and diverscity +will be
used not to dectroy but to Lrotect and enrich
tie essential, subculturasl, humer velues."

January 2, 1935

’

Williem J. allis
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