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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

F@ced with rapid and continuous growth in the school popula=
tion, the County School Boaxrd of Henrico County, Virginia, authore
ized in 1959 an intensivg and gxtensivg survey of the curricular
offerings in its secondaiy schools, The purpose of this survey was
two-fold: to discover the educational needs of its youth and to
determine to what extent the county high schools were meeting these

needs,
I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem

This academic study of the class of 1958 at School Y is an
outgrowth of . that curriculum survey, Specifically. it is an in=
vestigation of the gradgs earned in a five year period by the members
of the class, It was the purpose of this study to show the academic
history of one class through a five year period at one of the county
high schools and to determine what implications, if ény. this
history would have for guidance, curriculum, instruction, and

evaluation in the secondary schools,

Importance of the Study

This study reveals the course selections under the prevailing

curriculum with accompanying successes and failures experienced by

the group being studied, It shows the subjeect fields in which the



greatest degree of success and failure occurred, It offers a
comparison between grades ea:ned in required subjects and elective
courses., It depicts the grade level at which the group met with
the greatest failure, It will furnish data useful for future

curriculum studies and experiments,

~ Limitations of tne Studz
. Preliminnxy reseaxch for this atudy included three Henxico

Countv high schools. achooxs designated in the pteliminary data as
X, ¥, and 2, School Y was selected for these reasons: it was the‘
largest of the three schools; it had been established as a four
year high school on its'ptgsent site for the longest period of
time; and it was felt that, according to results on Standardized
‘scholastic aptitude and achievement tests, the Y school population
wag more nearly representative of the normal curve of distribﬁtion.
‘This sfgdy was limited by being only a chronicle, academie
cally Spéak;ng. of what happened to one high school class in a five.
yéat period, It was concerned with all the students who entered
School Yata time ‘which put them in position to graduate in- June,
1958,  Most of the people in this group entered School Y in the
~‘eighth grade in 1953 before becoming high school students in the
ninth grade in 1954. ‘Numbered in this membership also were those
transfers ftOm ather secondary schoola ente:ing School Y at any
time between 1954 and 1958 with sufficient Carnegie units to make“

them eligible to graduate 1n June. 1958.



- XX, -BACKGROUND OF. THE STUDY AND PROCEDURBS USED.

Thio academic history of the class of 1958 at School Y was

an outgrowth of the cuxriculum study which began in Henrico County
secondary schools in 1959, At that time the Henrico County Schoolv
Board appropriated $5,000, and each yea: theteafter set up addition-
.al'funds"to‘finance~the study, Tb lay the gtOund wntk foz the
Su:voy, George H, Moody, Supezintendent of Henrioo County Schools,
met with the p:incipals of the seconda:y nchools. Later the County
School Board»appointed a committee composed of Mre. Moody; Dr. Woodrow
 We Wilkerson, Director of Secondary EBducation, Virginia State Dee
partment of Bducation; a member of the County School Boatd: and two
lay ‘citizens, It was the duty of this committee to make specific
plans-forrthenourvey,-ths purpose of which was to determine the-.;
status of the curriculum of the secondary schools in Henrico County,.
This coimittee retained the services of Dr. George Jo Oliver, Head
of the Bducation Department, College of William and Mary, a8 conw
sultant, Dr. blivet.Lwith-hls staff, working with R, J. Britton,
Ditectog of Research, Henrico County School Board, planned the
pattern the survey followed and designed the questionnaires usede

- These questionnaires were sent out in the Spring of 1959 to
these groups: graduates of the class of 19533 graduates of the .
class of 1958; drop-outs 1n the 1953-58 period from the class of

1953; students enrolled in 1959 in Henrico secondary schools;
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parents of the students enrolled in 1959; and to faculty members
of the Henrico secondary schools in ;959;

Some faculty members worked on committees obtaining addresses
of‘thé'gtaduates’ahd dtdﬁauuts; others‘reco:ded on individual course
selections sheets a11 grades 1n all classes earned by the graduates,
drop-onts, and t:ansfers, the entxre mambership of the 1953-58
class, Grades for these individuax sheets were obtained from
each student’s permanent gecord, or cumulativazfpldg;,<;lt wai
these individual grade sheets which were used £o§ the academic ine
ventory data in this history,

Iu the summe: of 1959. witn the questiovnaires retutned, the
first cur:iculum workshop. eomposed of thixty—nine administ:atora
‘and faculty members, convened to compiie_an¢ st9dy thg‘quqatiqgnai:e
data. Ths eonsultant retained at this time ‘was Dr, Louis B, Armstrong,
D&:ectoz Indian Springa School Cowmunity. Helena, Alabama.’ Iu the
summet of 1960 Dr. Armst:ong met with the second uo:kshop group,
thia one composed of the principals of allkjuniqg apd‘seniq:_high
schools and all secondary schoal superviso:-. o 1 _

It is not the purpose of this investigation to show the rew
sults of the cur:iculum study to date or to repott the work done
1n the cutrlculum uotkshopa.} Howeve:, these sutvey nctivities ‘gave
rise to provocative questions.A What happened to the individnal
student in School Y during these five yeaxs? How successful ‘was

he in his academic career? Did he graduate? Did he drop out of



. _
séhool? At what point in school did the greatest dropeout rate
occur? This study was begun in an attempt to answer these
questions, o

sﬁpetintendent Moody stated concerning this curriculum
sur#ey, "No school man ia satisfied with general conditions in
his school syétem. 'He has a desire to improve conditions, He
wants to look carefully at the whole p:ogtam."1

He further remarked that the Henrico County School Board,
in setting up the survey, could have called in t0pff1ight currie
culum planners ¢o write a new course of study for fhe secondary
schools, "That is not my idea," he ccntinusd. “ﬁy idea is to
improve the cuzxiculum at the grass roots, with the teachers in

the clusstoam.“z

Definitions of Terms Used

In interpreting the data in this history, the following
meanings for terms were used: |
Graduate « A student who graduated in 1958 from School Y,
Drop=out « A student who left School Y during the 1953-58 period
and did not re-enter Y or enter any other Secondary
school,

Transfer e A student who left School Y and entered another school,

1Statement. in part, made by George H, Moody, Superintendent
of Henrico County Schools, in a conference, June, 1961,

21bid,



 Required Courses « The courses specified for graduation from a
secondary School by the Virginia State Department of
Bducation, In the eighth grade the required courses
were English, mathematics, science, social studies,
and physical education, In the four years of high
school the required courses were:. four years of
BEnglish, one science, one mathematics, United States
History in grade eleven, United States Government in
grade twelve, and physical education in grades nine
and ten,.

Blective Courses = Those which the student. took through choice.

8th Grade Bxploratory Courses = Industrial arts, home econonics,
music, art, and foreign language,

.Under this system, the eighth grade student, in addition to
the five required courses, had to select areas interesting to him,
If:hg(seigcted}foreign language, he spent approximately three .
mpntnqkin,egcp-of thiee foteign languages, Latin, French, and
Spanish, getting a very brief introduction to each, If he selecws
ted the other exploratory courses, he spent one semester in each
of two courses., Presumably this system enabled the eighth grader

to discover his interests prior to his entrance into high school,
YII. -ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THESIS

In :epo:ting ‘the history of this g:oup of students, the study
1nvolved the school and community. the pa:ents, and the students.
This repo:t will describe first the background of School Y.

the community changes, and population gtowth in the school area.



The next ehapter will give home background information.
about the student. reveal his tvpe of £ amilv. _the. educational
status of his parents. their business or professional occupae
tions, and their educational asvirations for their children..

The acadc;ixic; data .on the five year group will then be pre=
‘sented in charts. interpreted for practical use, and conclusions

will be drawn from the results obtained,
IV, SUMMARY

The Henrico Countv School Board in 1959 authorized a dew
tailed survey of its secondary school curricula. Rapid growth in
the school population and changing trends in American living made
it necessary to take a close look at the whole secondary school
program to find out to what extent the schools were meeting the
needs of the individual, This academic history of the class of

1958 at Schobl‘Y grew out of this curriculunm nutiiey.



CHAPTER II
A HISTORY OF TWO SCHOOLS AND THEIR COMMUNYIIES

When the atudents i.nvolved in this atudy entered School Y

' 1n 1953, the school had been 1n existence two fuu years. It was
~a new school in a changing cozmmmity. but it actuany had had its
kbeginning years before that in its :utal predecessoz. A brief
history of that predecessor and the community it served, followed
| bykthyev,se"uen yeax story from 1951=58 of School ¥ and the commmity

it served, will here be given,
T, ‘SCHOOL A AND COMMUNITY

O:iﬁin and History of the Predecessor

Hentico County. which practigally encircles the city of -

s Richmond. Virginia, for three hundted yeara and more was & farming
»area. wi.th a Sma.u population; At . the beginning of the twentieth
century 11: had 1imited need t'o: pubuc aecondm;'v schoola. One of
these school.s, which will be caued School A in this historv,
bui.!.t in 1911 :ln the nnrthem section ot‘ the cmmty to serve a.
~t¥pical. rural eomuni.ty. Most of the people in the gene:al area
were fatmers with only a very few of its residents employed in

: indt:stty in the nea.:by city of Richmond.

School A. housing the seven elanentaty and four high school

‘grades. provided educational opportunities whieh ranged from meager



o
to adequate for the children of the rural parents. Demands upon

the schools at the time were few,

Change in Population Types

B} the 1930's, however, the area began to change, The com=-
nunity served by School A expanded, slowly at first and then rapidly,
~ from a1b¢éf§e:éd'turalgaéea“inté'a'CGmpadt.urbgnized'cﬁhmunliy. a
home of middle and lower income bracket peoples Bach yeaxr increase
ingly larger numbers of families began to move out of the city into
the county ﬁhéie’iakes'weie’idﬁér;*'Pdpﬁldfioﬂ expansion in the
county area to the west of the city began to take plgce”aiso,"School
A began to feel thevgerua;“impgct of the popuiation‘change in its
school enrollment, eépecigily,after the 1942 annexaiion proceedings
of the cit’y'éf Richmond which inciuded ‘the one county high school
'in the western part of the countve School A then became the only
four year high school serving both the western and the northern
- sections of Henrico Countys

 The enrollment data for a period of twentyeeight years for
School A and its successor, School Y, are presented in Table I, the
figures for which were obtained from the PRINCIPAL'S ANNUAL REPCRT
to thc'Supexinfandent;fkepf‘on fiié'in %hz:bfiﬁcibai's offiée;l In
| 1930-31 when the high school enrollment for grades 8-11 was 152,
‘and the graduating class numbered 25, the elenentary school ene
rollment for grades 17 in the same building was 353, The high

‘achodi?enibilﬁéht'shéwed slow but steady increases during the



TABLE I

10
 SECONDARY SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS AT
SCHOOL A AND SCHOOL Y 1930-1958
Total Enrollment Graduate_s
Yeag Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total
1930-31 64 88 152 11 14 25
1935-36 . 119 1S 234 25 26 51
1940=41 161 195 354 30 37 67
1945-46 231 313 544 34 60 94
1947-48 341 360 701 79 77 156
1948-49% 356 355 711 21 16 37
194950 467 474 991 49 65 114
1950-51%* 469 502 971 48 76 124
1951-52¢ 544 553 1097 56 80 13
1952-53 682 653 1337 72 14 146
1953-34 718 756 1474 57 85 142
1954=55#% 593 574 1167 72 104 176
1955-56 694 640 1330 62 94 15
1956=57 808 727 1535. 61 91 152
1957-58 906 808 1714 75 93 168

R S TSt P S T P A R R AN ey

* Bighth grade added

**  Accredited

# Opening of School ¥

#%# Opening of another high school
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1930-40 decade, 7The more than two hundred increase in 1945 ovn:‘
- the 1940 number can be explained, in part, by the Richhond annexw
ation in 1942 of an area which included the one county high school
in the western part of the county, From that time on, the students
living in western Henrico traveled across the county to School A
for their formal education, |
.-According to the PRINCIPAL'S ANNUAL REPORT of June, 1949,
a twelfth year was added:to the school system in 1948-49, This
may account for the fact that, while 156 students graduated in 1948,
only 37 graduated in 1949; at the same time, however, the total
membership for grades 8-12 was close to three hundred more than the
" membership for grades 8;11 the preceding year, The extra year
which was added was, in reality, an eighth grade, but it was neither
an elementary nor a secondary grade, Ungil the Henrico County
Junior high schools were opened in September, 1958, to house grades
7, 8, and 9, the eighth grade remained in the high school building,
but it carried no Carnegie unii of credit toward graduation,
Meanwhile the school plant at School A was taxed to capacity
to accommodate the increasing number of students. Three additions
were mnde to the main building..a separate auditorium building
erected. and a home economics cottage built within the 1930-40
deéade. .8ti1l there was not room enough for the 991 students ine
cl@hg the 114 .grad&;tgs enrolled in 1949-50, The year 1950-51,

when School A was first accredited by the Southern Association of
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Colleges and Secondary Schools, was the last year. School A:opere
‘thd'as a high school, - The: facilities ¢ould no 1onger‘house>fhev
secondary’ group, - In 1951~52 the buildings were converted to:
elementazy~school use, and the high school faculty and students
moved to new quarters,

‘The history of School A was a long one,  So warm was the
feeling of the county residents for their school'tbét’many 4n the
area who had-attended it wanted the name, School A, retained for
‘the new aChool; but School A ceased to function as a secondary

-gchool in June, 1951,
I1. SCHOOL ¥ AND COMMUNITY

Opening of School Y

© Much of the community spirit which had prevailed for School
A carried over and permeated the School Y community when the transe
fgr was completed, Built to accommodate 1,000 students, School Y.
had a fitst&ye§t~enrollmcnt'qf 1,097,  As shown by.xahle«l,,thc

second year enrollment was 1,337; the third year, 1,474,

School Enrollment Growth

Conditions were so crowded that large shop areas, which were
intended fog metal,’#hd possibly automotive classes at a later date,
were divigéd lhtb Smallex}classrooms. At times study halls were

held in the audiiéiium. Temporary relief came when a new secondary



13
'school ‘opened in September, 1954, and drew from School Y the
Students in certain areas, The enrollment dropped then from
1,474 £6 1,167, but thereafter the increase was about two hundred
pupils each year. ‘In 1958 ‘the number reached 1,714, Meanwhile
‘two additions, including twelve classrooms, were added to the main
building,  With the ‘opening in September, 1958, of junior high
Schools in Henrico, the enrollment at School Y dropped back to
‘approximately the number for which the buildlng.‘wifh5ifa'tﬁo

. additions, was intended.

.Desctiption of Parentel -ankﬁzound

The community served by School Y was no longe: the tuzal
’area which had been served by School A. The majority of the resi-
dents did not farm; they commuted to Richmond to engage in business.
In the 1950%s large subdivisions were developed in Henrico County,
each»adding to the entollmgnts.

What tipe ;ere these new county residents, these parents of
the students in School Y? The answers to questionnaires sent to
these parents in 1959 gave a verbal picture of the_géneral make=up

of the community,

Bducational Statuse In reply to the questions concetning
educa*ional backgtound of the parents. as. revealed in Table II,
the lergest single graup. 520, graduated f:om high school; 121

g:aduated from college; those completing one, two, or three years



TABLE II

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL ATTAINED BY PARBNTS

Grade Completed Pathets Mothers Total

(less than) - 6th 10 5 15
6th 17 4 21

7th 56 20 76

8th 57 36 93

9th 55 56 111

10th 100 62 162

11th s 162 277

12th 237 283 520

Business College 27 96 | 123
VT:ade School 10 a 12
College 1 year 19 21 40
College 2 years 33 38 71
College 3 years 11 12 23
College 4 years 81 40 121

‘Graduate Work 10 ‘ 4 14
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of high school totalled §50; those completing one, two, or three
years of college were 134, The range in formal education was
from 15 parents completing less than sixth grade: of work to 14
doing one, twd. or three yeaxsvofvgraduate.wotk. The average
parent of School Y had the equivalent of twelfth grade education,
This level is higher than that reported for the nation:

.. Whereas the average education level of the popu-
lation 25 years old and over in 1950 was 9,3 school
years (that is, about half the population had completed
the ninth grade), the average is expected to be about
1048 years in 1960; 12,0 years in 1970, and 12,2 years

in 1980, The median level of education is expected to_
stabilize at approximately the twelfth year of scho¢1o3

Aspirations for Future of Children, Data were not available
for School Y alone to Show the parents' expectations for the future
education of their children, but in the county Secondary schools
as a whole these data were available, Less than two per cent
(1,6 per cent) of the parents expected their children to finish
higﬁ'ééhéoiuchly; 68.1 per cent expected their children to finish
c&llééé:'ld;iipér cent expected them to attend trade schools; 4.8
per cent expected them to attend business schools; and 15,2 per
cent were undecided in their educational aspirations for their
children,

The student reactions to future schooling were somewhat

dsze:ent. The data revealed that 21.8 per cent of the students

3arry Hansen (ed.) The World Almanac, 1960 (New York: The
New York World Tribune and Sun, 1960). Pe 261e
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cbeCted-to finish high school only; 4843 per cent expected to. -
attend college; 7.6 per cent, to:attendvtrade,SchOOIB;fli.z ﬁet cent,
businéss_schools;vand 10.9 ﬁer;cent répo:téd:they:wete undecided
aﬁdut/thexfuture.=

College ttainxng was the fond‘hope of nearly 70 per cent of
the parents ‘for their childten; ‘slightly less thanrso per. cent of

the students aspired to college training,

Occqpational Status, Parent quest:onnaite answers revealed

the occupationai status of. patents in the School Y. tommunlty and
the aspirations of these parents for their children.  Figures in
Table IIXI show that while 73 fathers and 30 mothers were engaged
in professional work following college training, 274 parents dew
sired professional status for their children, but 439 of the stue
dents aspired to professional status. Only 10 parents desired a
future in retail selling for their children, yet 187 parents theme
selves were employed in retail selling; and 17 students preferred
selling as a career, Seven parents listed housewife as the future
for the girls, while 462 mothers listed housewife as their occu-
pations, and 62 students gave housewife as the future job., Those
figures might 1ndicate that the occupation of housewife was held
in low esteem by the mothers. Approximately the same number of
students indicated a preference for the skilled ttades as the Nume

ber of parents employed in the skilled trades, but only 61 parents
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TABLE IIX

OCCUPATION OF PAR.BNTS‘ PARBNT AND STUDBNT VOCATIONAL A
ATMS FOR STUDENT
e — TR )
Occupations _Aspirations

. Parent Student
' Pathers Mothers  for for
‘ Child  Himself

_ After Attending College

.onfeSSion-,-Sciehtif ic 28

58 28 0. 126 266
Profession-non-Scientific 26 26 138 180
Business Administrxation 17 .. d 3. 12
seBIiPprOf.-TQChQ .v . 2 . 2 10 ‘ 1

With No Callege Tzaining
. Semi-p:of.-'rech., . 12 18 76 . 126
‘Managerial Adm, = 95 .. 4. 14 -9
Sales-retail ' 114 73 10 17
Sales-other . - 4. 13 0. . .2
' Services-Government = 13 .0 7 84
Services~other o i . 13 8 . 17
Clerical 51 113 112 202
Agriculture. 7T e 2y 12
Housewife o 0 462 7 62
Skilled Trades 160 8 . 61 173
Semi-gkilled Trades , - 6 . 8. 6
Unskilled 18 12 o a8
Unemployed . ‘ - 0, 0 - 0. 0
Unemployable =~ = 0 1] 0 0
‘Retired R 3 o o0 0
Undecided ' 4 2 359 44

o
———




18
~ chose skilled trades for their children, A comparisonﬂofvthese
data in Table IIi shows e tendency for the parents to napi:e to
'hlghe: occnpational status for their ehildxen than the: paxents
enjoyed themselves. Tne aSpirations of both parent and student
for the future of the student appear unrealistically high in the

college training and technical fields,

Parental Rating‘of School ¥

o These same paxents rated School Y on a chack lxst, and tne
:eauits showed how the community felt School Y was petforming ln
vthe business of - education, Bette:»than 90 per eent‘of the pngente

tated'the"sehoolvfrom satidfacto:y to exeellent on ihese areess
curriculum variety, teaching of fundamentals. quality of teaching,
: ftiendliness of teachers, intellectual development of students,
effectiveness of athletic and aesthetie t:aining. preparation for
cozlege. development of good health habits. development of good
reading habita, development of desirable secial lifc in atudents,
eollege 1nfo:mati0n, vocational infoxmation. vocational training,
good characte: development, and all-tound develogment in general
-expe:iences. ‘A -

,A&?fne time this study was made, there were 62 teachers on
the fla’c'aity of Sehool ¥, all of whom held np-to-dafe teaching
»certifieates;« Sixty had bachelor's degrees; two, master?'s, Only
8 had Collegiate Certificatesvwhilersz held Gollegiate Professional

Certificates, In years of experience, the range was from 6 teachers
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with no years of experience to 8 teachers with more than 21 years
of experience. The largest mmber, 17, had from 6=10 years of

experience while 13 had 2-3 years of experience.
IIX. CURRICULAR OBFERINGS

The 1£st of curricula: offerings ngen in Thble IV shows tha
changes which took place in School A and School ¥ with the passagc
of time, The curriculum more than doubled its scope of offerings
in general and college preparatory areas in twenty-Seven years,

It eniarged the scope of vocational training in the fields of
buéiﬁééé. 1ndu$€ri£1 aits._and hbmemaking: it increased its aese
thetic training in the fields of mnsic and arte Through its currie

culum, the school reflected the changing commnnity.
IV, SUMMARY

Schobl A offered educational éppOttunitiés ‘to many Henrico
students during the fo:ty years it served as a secondary school.
Its enrollments. cu:ziculum changes, and additions 1o the buildings
teflected the changes which took place in the ccmmunity duxing
those yeaxs. When School A ended its period of service in 1951,
the community support it had enjoycd contxnued when the Eaculty
and students ttansferred to the new School Y; A tepetition of
latge entollments and inadequate facilities which took place at

School A was soon the case at School Yo In spite of this, judging
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CURRICULUM OPFERINGS IN HIGH SCHOOLS A AND Y

Grades 8-11
1931

Bnglish 4 yrs,
Alge 2 yrse
Ple Geom,

Sol. G@Oﬂ‘
Gene Science
3101’

Latin 3 yrs,
Prench 2 yrs.
W. Bistory

Us So History
Ue S. GOV'tQ
Civics

Gen. Businessa
Typing
Bookkeeping
Shogthand
Home Be, 3 yrs,

Grades 8-11
1941

Bnglish 4 yrs,

Alg. 2 yrs,
Pl. &om.

Sol, Geonm,
Trige

Gen, Sci,
51010

Chem,

Physics

Latin 3 yrs.
Prench 3 yrs,
We History

Ue Se History
Us Se Gov't,
Gen, Business
Shorthand
Typing

Mech, Drawing

Home EBco 3 yrs,

Music

Grades 8-132
1951

English 4 yrs,
Speech
Journalism
Creative Writing
Gen. Math 2 yrs.
Alg. 2 yrs,

Pl, Geom,

- Sol,. Geum.

Trige

Gen, SCi.
Biﬂlo

Chen,
Physics
Latin 3 yrs,
Spanish 3 ws,
French 3 yrs,
So¢. Studies
We History
U, So History
U, S. Gov'te
Gen. Business
Bookkeeping
Typing
Office Pract,

- Shop

Mech. Dro 2 y:'.

" Homemaking 3 yrse

Music
Art
Phyl. Bd,

Health

Grades 10«12
1958

Bnglish 4 yrs,
Journalism
Speech
Dramatics
Geng Math 2 yE8,
Alg, 2 yrs,
Pl, Geom,

Sol. Geon,
Trige

Sr. Math

Gen. 8610

/3101.

Chenistry

Physics

We Geoge

¥e History

Civics

Eng. History

U. So GOV'tC

Latin 4 yrs,

French 4 yra,

Spanish 4 yzs,

Art 2 yrs,

Music

Band

Boys Chor,

A Cappella

Gen, Metals

Woodshop 2 yrs,

Mech, Dr, 3 yrs,

Home Ec. 3 yrs,

Boys Home Eg,

Home & Fam. 
Living

Gen, Business

Basic Business

Typing 2 yrse

Shorthand 2 yrs.

Bkkp, 2 yrse,

Clerical Pract,

VeO,To

Health

Phys, Ed,
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by the responses from péi:ents concerning the effectiveness of the

school program, it was felt the school was functioning adequatelye



CHAPTER IIX

ACADEMIC STUDY OF THE CLASS OF 1988 POR FIVE YEAR PERIOD

How well did the class of 19358 perform, the class which
entered School Y as eighth graders in 1953 with graduation from
high school in 1958 the normal goal? What were its potentialities?
It was a product of the community made up of essentially the same
parents as those previously described, It was a product of the
- school whose early history was given in the preceding chapter,
‘itwﬁéﬁ ﬁ pﬁ:f of thé laigest enrollments on record in tbat school,

This is the story of that class,
I. CLASS MBMBERSHIP

Thé'memherﬁgip?ééta given in Table V for this class during
‘its five vears at School Y were based on information taken from
the individual's permanent record, or cumulative folder, and ree
corded on individual course selection sheets, On each sheet
appeared theiname of the individual, the yeax he entefed the school
énd his grade level upon entrance; the year hef;eft éhe'schqol. as
a graduate, drope~out, or transfer; a letter grade, Ay By C, D, or
. B, for each subject taken by the student during this period} and
the total mumber of credits he earneds Tt was these credita wiish
were used to establish the grade placement of the individuale
There was a total of 390 indiﬁidual course seleciion sheets repree

senting that number of students, -
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II. ENROLLMENT IN GRADE LEVELS -

To be eligible for eighth grade placement in this study, the
tudent must have successfully passed the seventh grade; fox ninth
grade, he must have passed all required eighth grade subjects; for
tenth grade, he must have earned three Carnegie units; for eleventh
grade, seven Carnegie units; and for twelfth grade. eleven Caenegie
units, These same criteria were used to determine thc grade level
of the drop=ocut and the transfer,

Y A11 the studenta involved in the 390 record sheets did not
éﬁter School Y at the eighth grade level; some transferred into
the school at the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades, eli- A
gible to graduate 1n 1958, Some students remained at the same
grade level two or more years because of failute; some students
took courses on two grade levels because of irregularities in their
ctedits. Bo: example, the student who had 8ix credits. one 1ess
than was necessa:y to place him 1n the eleveqth gtade hcma:oom. 1
was considered a tenth gzader. but he could take the required
eleventh grade United Statea history course because, with six
c:edits. pzesumably he could graduate in two more yeaxs.

o Because of these izregula:ities in grade placements, the
'totals given in Table v for en:ollment in one grade 1evel, minus L
‘the drop-outs and transfers at that g:ade level, will not necessa:ily

reSult 1n ths enrollment figure given for the next grade 1eve1.



TABLB V

BHROI.IMENTS BY GRADB LEVEL OF CLASS OF 1958 AT SCHOOL Y ‘

e ———————o——"

aereasmssninarnpn
RSSO

————

Total Grade Level G:Qde Level
Membership : of Drope-out of Transfers
 Grade Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys  Girls Total
8 230 180 410 42 16 58 6 4 10
9 171 157 328 21 11 32 8 14 22
10 131 140 271 24 17 41 10 L3 15
11 97 116 213 16 13 29 1 4 5
2 78 100 178 3 5 8 1 1 2
Graduate 72 96 168
Totals 106 62 168 26 28 54

ve
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That next grade level enrcllment figure includes any new transfers
into the school who were eligible to graduate in 1958, The figures
in ‘I’ablc V include these irregularities. |

A tally of the 390 individual sheets*® revealed 410 cases of
these individuals, including repeaters, enrolled in classes at the
eighth grade level during the period involved in this study. This
number included the following categories of students repeating the
eighth grade: S students who had to repeat the eighth grade but
later went on to graduate; 58 students who repeated the eighth grade
but eventually dropped ocut of school; 6 students who repeated the
- eighth grade twice and later dropped out of achool; and 6 students
-who repeated the eighth grade before transfgtxing to another schaol;

- Of the original 390 students hvolnd in this atudy; 168, or
43,1 per cent, graduated; 168, or 43.1 per cent, dropped out before
- graduation; and 54, or 13,8 per cent, transferred to ancther achool,
The graduating class of 1958 included 72 boys and 96 girls, but the
drop-outs from this class presented a different p:oﬁortion. 106
'boys and 62 girls dropping out, or nearly two boys te one girl,

The greatest number of drop-outs occurred at the eighth
grade level, a total of 58; drop-cuts at the tenth grade level
were the second highest number, 41, vhich was § more than the nume
‘ber of drop-outs at the ninth grade level, The total drop-out

picture revealed a big decrease from the eighth grade to the ninth

*This does not include 1953 eighth graders who were retained,
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grade nunber, an'increase at the tenth, a drop at the eleventh,
and a sharp decline at the“twelfth‘grade level,

The figures 1ndicate that the school exerted less hozding
pover in the eighth grade and lower hzgh school grades than it aid

in the upper grades of'high gchool,
I:I."scnotasrxc GRADES IN SUBJECT FIELDS

In this portion of the study an invento:y will be presented

N ehowing the letter grades ea:ned by the etudents in classes in

whzeh they were enrolled during their stay at School Y. The Iettet
_'grade A, accordxng to the desctiption of g:ades on the student Low
port card, signifies excellence in performance; B. superiot petn
‘formance- C, average petformance; D. barely passingg P, failu:e.

| The data for gtadea eerned by the atudents in required

~ courses will be presented fzrat, fol!owed by the grades earned in

.,elective courses, The sequence used in describing the subject

}fields follows closely the sequence found in the student's Cuniie
lative folder and used in 'eportin* his grades to his parents on

,Vhis :eport eard.,

Az the time of this s*udy, the eighth grade was not a hxgh

vischool grade, it carried no credit toward graduation: and its
chrriculum was faxed for five of the six petiods of -the school .
”'day.v‘Thevreqp;red subjects were: Bhglisn. mathematics, science,

soeial studies, andephyeieai‘education. As @ siith Subjec%, the
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studént had ‘a choice from among the exploratory courses which ine-
clvnded fozeign language. industrial arts, home economics, music, =
and art. Those studenta who ezcctad cxplo:atorv foreign xanguage
| apent the<enti:e.school year in that atudyﬂgetting:a<htief introw
' du‘ct.icu 'td eé,ch of -three‘ lnéigﬁagesioufin. !Frencfh.‘ and Spa.nisih.\
Those studeats uho did not elect £o:eign laagunge elected two other
areas in ehe exploratoty euutses and spent one scmester in each
arese

~The requi:ehsnts..at the time of this study, for graduation
from high school, o8 stated by the Virginia State. Board of Educatlan.

includeﬂ the fallouing:

Subject Units

Bngxigb . .,# 2

Mathematica e

Scimce ‘» e

ﬂ‘nitcd Stutes History By

United States Gove:nmﬂnt 1

.Blactives ;g | A
Total S&vunits. plus 2 icara
ST - of physical educa=

tion :

Field of Enclish

Bnglia&'8fcombined the teaching of grammar und literature.

throughout the entire course, and  the student earned one grade,
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but no unit of credit, in the course, However, in Bnglish 9, 10,
11, and 12 the grammar was taught separately one semester for one
haif credit, and the literature was taught separately the other
semester for one half credif. These two half credits were not
averaged for one final grade in any Bngiish course in high achool.A

Bnglish 8 gramm;: included the eight parts of speech, tense,
voice, and mood of ve:bs, case of pronouns, punctuation, and ine
formaltwriting. The litevature included short stories, essays,
and poems, by predominantly Ametican authors, dealing with the
probiem of growing up, adventure, and accepted values in American
culture,

»Buch grade level of grammar in the four years of high school
Bnglish'lncluded an intensive dtill in review of the areas of
grammar covered in the eighth grade, but, in addition, each grade
level had-an area for particular emphasis, In English 9 the
emphasis was on the simple sentence and on written and oral exe
pression in sentences, paragraphs, and short themes. In English
10 the émbhasis in grammar was on compound and complex Sentences,
including the study of clauses, and on informal theme writing,
Bmphasis in English 11 centered on verbals, the infinitive, gerund,
and participle, and upon writing longer themes,.short atoziea; and
short‘ppems. English 12 grammar was a review of the previous
-grammar, and the writing included research projects with footnotes

and bibliographies,
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The literature content of English 9 ‘included a bfﬁdy“%ofe‘Shor,t

stories, essays, poems, and personal narratives by world puthors,

and the reading of Charles Dickens® Great Expectations, English 10
‘titerature was world literature, and the laféer units ‘i.ndiuded ‘
Silas _Lj_a__r_qg_g, ‘by George Bliot; Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare;
‘and romantic tales in verse, The Idylls of the King, by Alfred,
Lord Temnyson, English 11 literature traced the history of American
literature, either chronologically of by types of literatire from
its very beginning to the present day. English 12 literature ine
cluded studies of all types of writing through each period from
the Anglo-Saxon period and Beowulf to modern English writers;

A study of the figures in Table VI, Section A, shows that
the girl students consistently made better grades in Bnglish than
| the boys made, There was no significant difference between the
degree of success in grammar and the success in Iiieta‘iuz‘e;’ The
greatest amount of failure occurred in the eighth grade where 136
total cases of failure were experienced, Twelve of’ these cases’
were eventual graduates, but ui'of the cases of failure were
eventual drop-éuts» The data in Table VIII show that while about
one twelfth (8.1 per cent) of the cases of ':ﬁnglish 8 made a grade -
of A, -.ab‘out\bne third (3244 per cent) failed or made a ‘graile of B,
The pércentages of those making A's :miﬁed‘fairly" constant ex-
cept in English: 12 where only 4 per cent made A's as compared with

“the ave:'agé of 7.9 per cent A's for all Bnglish levels, The



TABLE Vi
SCHOL ASTIC GRADES EARNED BY MEMBERS

SECTION A

ENGLISH

OF SCHOOL Y CLASS OF 1958
GR
ADkg A B C D i
1

SUBRJECT G %TR Tot| G D/OITR TJor| G D/OTR ToT. G‘%TR Jot| G %'TR ToT.
FIELD MFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMF
14 2| 11! 2711 29 7| 5! 4| 34| 121 12 58| 0. 22 &| 38| 4 27 4 35

Gr.|2. 0 |1 6 |6 4 [3 23 (28 22 |6 57 [24 32 1 57 (629 4 322
ENGUISH o | |.'Bl 21 G 26| 42 9| 7 582 19 8 53 9 1B G 28| 2 6 2 10
ur |6 v [t 8 i 5 11 25 |25 20 17 52 |24 131 2 57 [ 28 3 40
‘| 18 2! @l 26 39 7' 7 53 25 1T, G 48[ 13 16 & 35| 1 14 & 2

|70 _10_ 7 _lie T 70 17 (22 18 T 31 |27 24 "3 'S4 |i0 37 0 47
ENGLISH 10 GR-\ w7 2/ 2 2} 31 3' 8 48 24) 90 3136 19 14 3 26 | 4 2 7]
G Lr |6 [T 10 7 |18 2 2 23 |26 5 6_'29 [28 2 1 'S0 |9 33 "2 44
‘| 16, 2, 2 200 371 4 G 41| 28 ¢ & 42|15 7 O 32 0 T 2 9

Gr.|2_[0 |0 3 _[6_1 0 17 |25 6 0 30 120 ‘6 O 3¢ 18 15 3 36
ENGLISH I ‘| © 0] O 9| 3T | 4 42/ 29 3! 4. 36/ 2 4 4 28 4 7' o
ur.lé o 10 Ja i3 1 o 4 1T O 221298 o0 37 18 6 3 37
‘| 13 0L 0 3] 3® O 2 4|24 4 & 34| 19 2 2 23 5 sl 2,15

Gr.|4 0o lo 14 Ji6. 2 0 18 |24 2 "1 27 |26 0 O 2% |I |

ENGLISH 12 ‘| 0] 0] O] 10| 31 ©O: O 371 38 1. I 4 Il o o ujo o ;
ur |y Jo Jo v w1 o 12 ] 1 0 26 [24 0 0 24 [1 1 o z
‘'] 6| 0ol ol 6| 30 1. 0 345 1 0 46 16 O O 16| O O 2| 2

[ ' | 4 | : !
| : ' | ! | !
SUB-TOTAL [#4. |2 [2_ 49 137 15 5 165 (218 79 18 215 [23G 159 12 1407 80 244 124 348
1901 121] 10| 27| 158| 327 32! 39 398| 273 72| 48 393| 122 88 27| 247| 17 73| 22| 12
GRAND TOTAL|1GS| 12 |29 |207|4c4| 51 |48 |563[491 151 |GG 708 |2c8 z4ﬂ 29 G54 | 97 317 46 (460
LEGEND - letter Grade Value: A 95-100 C: 81-87 F:Below 75 G:*Graduate TR+ Transfer M « Male
B:84-94 D- 7580 13’a'Dr1<>p-ou+ Tor: Total F : Female

o¢
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percentage of B's earned in all xevels of Bnglish was 21,6, but
the Bng;igh;8 percentage of B's was 13+6. Fewer people made C in
English 8, only 21,2 per cent, as compared with the 27,7 per cent
for all levels of BEnglish, The number making D's, 25,1 per cent, was
fairly constant throughout the levels, At the twelfth grade level
243 per cent made F, and at the eighth grade level 32,4 per cent made
Fvas”compa:ed with the Aaverage of all grades of 17.7 per cent F's.

The totals in Thbla VI, Section A. show that while 165 cases
of graduatea made A's in the five yeaxs of Bnglish and 13 cases of
those whn dxopped out of school made A's in Bngl;sh. 97 graduate
cases made F in Bnglish in the five levels, and 317 drop-out cases
made B in Bnglish in the five levels, The majoxity of the students
" earned gtades of B, c, or D,
All figu:es given for Bnglish in the four years of high
- school represent twice the number of people involved in the letter

grades because of the separate grammar and literature grades,

Field of Mathematics .

. };g#fhué, required of all eighth gr@ders.;waa.a course in-
ggne:g1 a§;ghmetic‘inVOlving the ﬁanibulafibn‘uf figures and cone
 taining meny word problems. It covered units on lnautance and
percentages and gave brief introductions to algebta and geometry.

~ Math 9 was also a general course in aritimetic and involved
’maniﬁuiationaA0f fi3u¥eS.1n,areasgcf-1mportancegin‘dailygliving for

thé average citizeﬁ.-.<



TABLE VIl (continued) SECTION B MATHEMATICS
SR
ACk A\ B C ) =
/T ] I i
sumseer |G [B0ITr.Tor| G D6 Tr.Tor| G DG Tr. Tor| G 6/ Tr. Tor| G 06/ Tw.[Tor
FIELD MFMFMFMFEMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFEMFMFMFMEMFMFMFEME
- 12 V' 6 19| 24 3 7 34|25 13 20 58| 19 16 4! 29| o 37 2 48
I 1 o0 2 |4 2 0 6 iz iI5B 2 290 24 2 26 |5 17 4 2
GEN.MATH. 21" | " | "9 "2| 5l 18 5 o 320 4 15 4 33 10 & 4 20
3 o 1 4 2 1 v it [24'5 2 3 hr 10 3 307 6 2 35
ALGERRA | 1"g " "2 |28 3 2 30| 17 o0 4 2|1z o 6| 7 8 2 17
i 6 o G 0 O G |6 0 0 win 2 0 B[ 0 2 n
ALGERBRA 2 |' 375 "0 3| 7 o0 o 7|12 0 o 12l 1 0 0o 1|70 1 S0
0O 0 5 Iz 06 0 12 M 1 1 1> 4 2 2 18|29 8 0 W
PL. GEOM. © 0 O 10| 2 0 0 o/ 9 0 o0 o 2 0 0 2|2 o o 2
I 6 0 | |2 6 0 2|6 06 0 6|5 0 0 5|2 0 0 3
SOL. GEOM. 2 0 o0 20 o o oli o o 1| o 0 0 o1 o o
—— i 0 0 | [ 0 O » 4 0 O 4 |4 0 0 & |4 0 o &
Q. 2 0 0 2,0 0 0 0olo o o oo o0 o olo o o o
9 6 0 o i I o 4]z 1 © 31 06 & 1 |t_0o_o
SR. MATH. 2 0 o 1|14 1 2 172 o o 20 o o olo o o o
= 2 T T 0 e T 4 & |50 %% 5 135 18 73 14 165 |6 122 15193
SuB -TOTAL 50, 3. 8 Gl 9 111 u2le4 18 23 135/ 48 31 12| 91| 29 G2 8| 99
GRAND TOTAL |78 | 4 | © |91 |158 22 |15 195|174 |54 |42 270|126 104, 26 [25G |85 184 | 23 |22
LEGEND - Letter Grode Value: A: 95-100 C: 81-87 F:Pelow 75 G :Graduate Tr: Transfer M Male

B:84-94 D: 7580

9’o'Dmp-ou+

Tor: Total

F : Female

(4%
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Practicaiiv every étudentqutempted-to fulfill at ‘the ninth
grade level the requirement of one unit of m'afhémat'i‘cs'f:or ‘high
séh&dl-gééduafibhib? elécting either Math 9 or ‘Algebra Ie
| ‘Table’ VI. Section' 'B, figures for Math 8§ show that the girls
again made consistently higher gtades than the boysb ‘Nineteen
gitlﬁ made A 8s compared with 7 boys, but 57'boys and 39 giris made
Ds - Dropecuts were responsible for 118 of the 144 total cases of
F's’ih'the'eighth grade, but 17 cases of future‘g:aduates made P
on English 8 also. ’The’pércentage of failure, 1a51e VIII, in -
eighth grade mathematics was 3442 per cent; the percentage of A's,
6e2e
- Of the 417 cases enrolled',-din'ing the period of this study,
in what‘is'gene:ally considered mathematics of the ninth grade
level, 50.6 per cent wete”enrplled in Math 9 and 49,4 per cent in
Algebra I. 1In the Math 9 group only 4 earned A's as compared with
56 F's; eventual drop-outs earned 33 of those F's, and 15 of the
B's were gtaduate cases, The percentage of failure in Math 9, as
"given in Table vxn. was 36.6. as compared with 149 per cent A's,
* Almost three fourths (71¢5 per cent) of the Math 9 enrollment made
By C, and Do
| The ‘group enrolled in‘Algebta I, which was app:oximately ona
half (49.4 per. cent) of those eligible by grade levcl. earned 15,
or 7.3 pe: cent A!l land 52, or 25,2 per cent, made F'se Thitty- :
fou: cases of futute gtaduatea and 24 drop~outs failed. Algebﬁa i

had a2 748 pe:centage ‘of those enrolled passinge
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Thqse.whozsuccéssfully cémpleted:Algebra~1vweréte;igiblc'v
to_elect higher mathematics courses, and 46 per cent of these .
elected Algebra II; 69 per cent elected plane geometry; 26 per cent
| elected solid geometry and trigonometryes Only 9,8 per cent of the
students enrolled in all mathematics at the ninth grade level
elected four years of mathematics; and 7.9 per cent of;that.otiginal
ninth grade enrollment successfully completed four years of
hnthematics._

‘Senior.ﬁath. a general mathematics course, was elected by
59 seniors, . Fiffy-gight of these passed, -

The total incidence of mathematics faiiure in Tablé-VI,
Section B, was 293 for the five years, Dropeouts we:c responsible
for 184 cases of this failure, and 85 were graduates,

A studv of Table VI, Section B, reveals the fact that fewer
girls than boys enrolled in mathematics higher than the introductory
algebra levels In the top three courses‘in’mathemaﬁics,rthe:e were
135 boys enrolled s compared with 61 girls, The grades of B, C,
and D were ea:ned by nogt of the students en:olled in any mathew .

natics course, o

Field of Science

Science 8, required of all members of the eighth grada, wasﬁ
a general science course dealing with the physical sciances, somé
biology and some chemistzy. The figures in Table VI. Section C, -

show that 26 students made A's, 93 made C's, and 134 made P'l; but



TABLE VI (continued) SECTION C SCIENCE
G
Race A B C - =
! ! I T [
supsecT |G |P0o|TR.Tot| G 1%!Tn.|ToT. G D4 TR Tor| G | D4| TR/ Tor| G %[T.:.]Tom
FIELD MFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFEMFMFMFMFEMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMEF
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110 of those F's were made by Students who later dropped out. .
Teble VIIT shows 33.0 per: cent failure at the eighth g;:m_;g;vgi ‘
in science a8 compared with 6.4 per cent A's, Girls consistently .
‘made higher grades in Science 8 where girl failures were half =
that of the boys, . | | 5 , .

- To satisfy the state requirement of one science credit fcr}__u_,
high_sﬁzoa).,gjraduati_m. most of the students elected Science 9,
which 48 a general science course, in the ninth grade or elected
biology ir the ninth or tenth grade, In the group being ﬂudiedt,
79,5 per cent of the enrolinent in ninth grade classes elected
Science 9 with 79,3 per cent of those passing. From the enrollment
at the ninth and tenth grade levels, 26 per cent elected biology, .
aad 73 per centr;cf,,these passed; from the junior class enrollment,
3244 per cent elected chemistry with 95,7 per cent of these passingg
end from the senior enrollment 12.9 per cent elected physics with
100 per cent passinge Of the total ceses enrolled in general
acién:e. biology, chemistry, and physics courses, 4.4 per cent
elected fox;i years of the sciences,

.. ;. Only one vééxkzrse, had a _#tated prerequisites In order tc take
cm{stty. a student pust have passed Algebra I with at least a
grade of Co The number mzsiné Mgébma ! with‘a. ¢ vo::‘ béttex m :

108, but only &9 took chemistry.



Enronmma by sex !n the sﬁance area, a3 tevenied in |
’rable Vi, Section C, showed aimost even diat:itmtion in each. 1eve!
except in physica where 22 boys and one girl vere enrolled,

‘There were 72 A's in the total science field as compared -
with 231 ’fa_il.nxas. 177 af’ which were _earned by dropeouts and 30 by
grad:uat_és. . Table VIII shows that, in ﬂtm’tequ.i‘:e@ ac;em:e areay
which is either selmce 9 or Biology for most ;!__tudgntg, there was
B 27.0 per cent failure in Biology and 20,7 per cent in-Science 96

The greatest mmber of students enrolled in all sedence |

- courses earned B's, C's, and D's, the middle grades,

Pield of Social Studies
Social Studies 8, required of all eighth gx;ée: 'atu‘de'nta'. m- |

vo!.ved the atudy of United States h:lato:y uith specm emphaais on
Virginia history md me ’lfizginla forn of goverment. Ovu half
(56.1 per cent) of the cighth grm emnmt earned B, c, and D,
while 5.9 pe: cent mxﬁe A's. and 38 pe: mt fai.ted. mm—outa
were tesponsible fo: 221 of the 162 caaes of failure at thia level.
und 25 uho xatez gtadua.ted fa.i.led Social Studies 8, Twice as many
boysangirls failed, - e e

‘ Wo:lé Geoguphy and World mstoty, couraes nomally exected
in the ninth oxr tenth grade. but offcred in any yeaz, were elected
by 17 per cent and m.s pe: cent respectively of the ninth nnd tenth
grade enrollments. World Geography students experienced 23.4 per.

cent failure with only two people making & and three making Be
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World listory students experienced 21,3 per cent t”ailum. but 14
stuéents made A, and 18 made B accnrding %o Ta.).le VI, Section De

In United States Histozy, tequi:ed at the eleventh graﬂe
level of sil prospective graduates, almost ﬁkhree fourths (74,4 pex
‘cent) of those mreiledy nade B, C, or Ds Exactly 8.1 per cent
. made A while 17.4 per cent failed, Again the git:la outnumbered
the ‘boys 3 to 1 in making A's and B's, |

 United Statea Government, required at the twelfth g:ade
level A’of all prospective graduates, had the lowest percentage of
fallure in the entire social studies field according to Table VIII,
: ’.t‘ha figures show that 3.4 per cent faiicd govecnment while © per
amt made A's, and 41.3 per cent nade C's, v | |

The !:‘m;t a:eas of instruction covered thus férowﬁngli;sh;
mathematice, aeienc#. ‘and social studiegescomplete the srea of

required acacdemic subjects,

Foreign Languag e Pield

| ' The study of foreign langusge at any g:aﬂe level was purely
a matter of personal choice dn the school being Studied. The
" eighth grade explotatoty foreign language eaurse, as previously
stated, gave brief ‘Introductions to each of three lmguagea. Latin,
Fﬂmch. and Spanish, apendlng about three months with each langusge,
wresunably this enabled the student to maka s wise cho:lce conce:n-

ing futuze study of a foreign languaga.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

G
Raoe A B C D F
A f ! e
SUBJECT G D/Q{T lTOT %ITR.{TOT. Gj%fTR.'TOT. G!%{TR.{TO‘I’. G %’TR.]TOT.
FIELD MFMF’MF\MFMFM FMFMFMFMFMFEFMFEMFMFMFMEMFMFMFMF
8 1 O 9 |13 6 3 22 (12 18 & 35|16 23 |4 53 11 8 S 109
SOC.STUDIES 8|75 "2 "¢ 16| 28 6 & 42/ 24 © 11 44| 20 17 G 43| 8 28 7 53
4 '0 0 4 |4 I Vv & 7 Vo 5 [0 8 2 20(3 1 2 20
WORLD HISTORY ™57 "0 10l 1 0 1 2] 7. 1 2 10| 8 3 2071 "1 0 "2
1 0 0 1 ]I I 0 22 7 1 101]j2 12 4 8|1 8 1 10
WORLD GEOG. i oo 1l 1 o o 1|12 '3 o Bl°4 8 2 1lo" 3 2 s
G 1 O 7 I3 0 O 13 (22 3 O 25 (29 8 O 37 [0 18 2 320
U.S.HISTORY "2 0 0 12| 22 | 2 25/ 32 2 3 37/ 2 6 2 ?% 3 6 2 1
7 6 0 7 17 0 © 1720 o o olie 1 o 17T |0 4 o a
(US.GOVT. |7 "9 "2 "9/ 22 0 0 22[43 0 o0 43| 14 1 1 16| O 1 1 2|
’ N 1
{
|
: | ‘ 3 : ’ }
2% 2 O fza 8 4 6o |13 129 EART R G2 8 143 |31 128 18 173
Sup- TOTAL 38 2| a| 94 7 1 w2|i08 15 16 139 73 32 13| 18| 12 49| 12| 73
GRAND TOTAL |[G4 | 4 5;76 |42j |s]|s V72181 | 44 23:343 146 94 | 21 |26l 43im 26 |246
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‘ B:84-94 D: 7580 9’o‘Dmp-0u+ Yor+ Total F » Female
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At the eighth grade level, 38 per cent of the students en~
 rolled elected exploratory foreign language, and 76 per cent of
| these passed, Girls made up 60 per cent of the enrolliment, and 7
per cent of these girls failed,

The first year of a foreign languagé could be elected at any
| grade level in the high school, but most of the students who took
a foreign language began to Study it in the ninth grade, In the’
class being studied, 11,9 per cent of the ninth grade enrollment
elected Latin, and 61,5 per cent of these passed; 16,2 per cent
elected Spanish, and 81,7 pcr‘cent of these passed; 13,7 per cent
elected French, and 83 per cent of these passeds The three foreign
| languages were elected by 41,7 per cent of the ninth grade, and
76,6 per cent of these passed,

Only 48,9 per cent of those enrolled in first year language
elected the second year of the language, or 24,7 per cent of the
tenth grade elected a second year language. Of these, 94 per cent
passed,

The greatest degree of failure in the fixrst year of a
language occucrred in Latin I, but no failure occurred in Latin 1I¢
| French II showed the highest bercentage of failure in a second year
language with 11,5 per cent not passing,

Enrollments in foreign language courses, Table VI, Section
B, show about three boys for every four girls in this area; yet the
failures for the boys were more than twice the number of failures

for the girls,
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‘Pleid of Business Bducation -

The offerings in the field of business education ‘included
" nine separate courses, . The business: education Student could elect
the first course, general business, in the ninth grade, or he could
take this course along with first year typing in the tenth grades "
Thereafter he could elect from bookkeeping and shorthand, After
making a:c'in Typing 1I, he could learn the use of office machines,
or he could take this course concurrently with Typing II if he:’
made a B or better in Typing I, Vocational Office‘ Training, which
4ncluded the office machines instruction, was open to seniors only,
In the VOT program, the student spent half the day in School take -
ing required subjects and abaut'three hours each afternoon in:
supervised work activities in business offices in industries in
the aréa,‘;.f._

‘The students who elected one ox more business courses were
5247 per cent of the enrollments in the four years of high school;
of .this group 86 per cent passed,

The figures in Table VI, Section B, show that the largest
number_of~§tudents taking business courses were enrolled in'general'
business, 112 girls and 63 boyss Nineteen of these students made
A in the course, 43 earned C, and 23 made Fs Typing I had 138
sfudents enrolled, and 31 of these failed, :Sixty-three were en~

rolled in Typing II, and 61 of these passed,
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~ From the nqmb@:‘thkins Typing I, 45 per cent went on to
*TVbing II; 19 pex cent‘of’thOSe enrolled in Bookkeeping.leeiected
Bookkeeping II* and 30 per cent ‘of the Shorthand I group took
| sho:thand,;lp The largest amount of failure took place in the first
year levels of the business courses, Only two students failed in
‘anyvtecqnd_yegx'business gourse.
More girls than boys ¢lected business courses. and the gtada

oi C was earned by the largest number of these students.

beme.Bcbndmlcs Field

- The prloratorf home econcmlcs in the eighth grade, an elece
:tive for one semﬁste:, included elementary training in both cooking
and»sewing; Fotty-one bcya and 108 girls elected the course, and 21
‘of the group made A. and 76 made B. Only 7 faued the course, 6 of
Wham were boys who becams drop-outs, accordxng to figures in Tablc VI,'
‘Sectzon G. | | o .

Home Bconomics I, II. and IIX at the high school leval each
voffered units in. cooking. sewing. nut:ition. and child care. Girls
who elected home economics courSes were 36.2 per cent of the total |
‘female en:ollment. According to Thble VI, Section G, only One gi:l
‘enxolled in any home economics course failed, and she becam! e drop~
out,

- Boys' Home Bconomics. which gave practical trainxng tu the
boys in the culinary arts and prepared them for usefulness in the
home, was elected by 4 per cent of the boys in the school, and the

one boy who failed was a future drop-out,
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} Honme .and?amily:m"ing, open to gg‘niors‘_ox’xly, gay‘t; no.

~ practical training in duties concerned with homemaking; :atn_‘ét

_it‘ attempted to prepaze atudents who wé:c-neag* grac*‘luatvion' to.
assume koles of résg:énsibi.lity. to understand 'som__‘c of . the pr'oblm
concerned with their future roles a& ;mirried- citizens.‘ homemakers,
- and parents, Fifteen per cent of the seniors e.lcqtyedrthis.coq:se,

and 3.90 per ecent passed,

Pield of ’A:t

The classes 1n the field of a:t wete str:lctly el.ec:tive from
the eighth:graﬂe- to the twexfth, In the eighth’ grade. the expzo:a—

tory art course was. on'e} semeStér in duration,..

At the eighfh grade 1ev_é1.85 students, or 20,7 per cent,
elected a:ét. ‘and 61 of these earned & grade of C or bette:‘g 9
failed the course, but. these were futm:e dtop-outs. |

. Aeccording to 'I‘able vi, Sectim H, 13 oi the 14 cases of
failure in all art courses wexe dzop-outs. Of the 47 passing Art
1, 21 elected Art 11, and 2 elected Art IIL..

Approximately 11 per cent of the student body enrolled in
art classes during the four years of high school, and 94.5 per

cent passed, -

indﬁétrial Arts Field .

The first year shop and mechanical d:awing couxses were clea-
tive at any grade level :ln high school- the exploratory ahop was elec-
ti.ve for one semester :l.n the eighth g:ade. A total of 101 bovs a.nd

3 gizls elected exploratory shop, and 97 passed. Of the 6 fdllures,
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3 were future drop-outs. and 3 transferred later, according-tO‘Thble
VI, Section I,

Two girls elected and passed Woodshop I, and 4 girls elected
Méchanical Drawing I; 3 of these passed, One hoy failed shop work,
but 19,7 per cent of the male atudent body elected the subjecto
Mechanlcai Draw;ng attracted 22.6 per cent of the boys, and ‘89 per
cent passed, | o

) As in the subjects p:evxously described, ‘the mcst common
grade~was C, and most of the failurevcases,were students who later

5dr0pped out;of schooiq'

"§peech and_Jousnalism in the Laggg#ge Arts Area

Speech and joutualism. of the language arts area, were clec-
‘tivs f:om the tenth g:ade upe. In apeech classes the student re-
ceived training in public Speak1ng and debating, and he Iearned to
.prepare notes for theae. He leazned to evaluate and give construc-

7.7tive c:iticism of Speeches of othezs.

| The figures in Table VI. Section I, show that 51 students in
the class being studied elected speech, and all of these passed.
| Jdutnalism was open to studénts with'adequaté granmar backe
 7-gtound. to students who liked to write and wanted to work hard.' These

”pstudents iea:ned;tha fuadamentals of newspaper writing and wrote and

“teditedvthe.bi-hnnthly school newspaper., Nine of the students e1igib1e

by grade levél elected the course in Journal{sm. and all passed,
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Pield of Music

At the_elghth grade level, the exploratory course in music was
.elective for one semester, _Thié was elected by 28,3 per cent of the
eighth grade enrollment, by more girls than boys, and 81 per cent
passed, However, according to Table VI, Section J, thare were 22 to-
tal cases of failure at this level, 17 of which were later drop-outs,

In the four years of(high school, 113 students, or 11,6 per
cent, enrolled in vocal music with 96,6 per cent passing; 5.7 pef
cent enrolled in instrumental music, and one person failed, a drop-

out, Bight girls elected and passed A Cappells choir,

Field of Physical Education

e T

Physical education was required by state regulation at the
eighth, ninth, and tenth grade levels for all who ueré phyaically
able to exercise, Health gtudy was included in this program,

In each gride level, according to Table YI, Section J, the
greatest number of students made the grade of B, with those getting
A the second largest group, Of the 37 failures in physical educa-
tion classes, 32 cases were eventual drop-outs; four were future
transfers, and one was a future graduate, The failure at the
eighth grade level was 6,3 per cent of those enrolled, and in the

ninth and tenth grades, 1,8 per cent,

IV.,. REVIEW OF ALL IEBTTER GRADE DATA
The tabulation of all letter grades earned by the 390 individ-
uals in the five grade levels in all classes, exclusive of physical

education, revealed a total of 7,726 classes in which the total
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- membership was enrolleds, The students passed 6,274 of thes§
tlAsses. or 81e2 per cent of the classes, and failed 1,452, or
‘18,8 per ecent of the classes.
The students who dropped out of school were enrolled in
2,424 of the 7,726 classes, The figures in Table VIII show that
~ when the 1éttez gredes earned by the‘students whé.droppad out of
achool vere temoved ftom the total letter g:ades eaxned by the
membership, thc percentage of A's in the five yeat period rose ftam
,9.0 per. cent to 12.2 pexr cent; the B's fram 22.6 per cent to 28.9
per cent‘ the C's f:cm 27.5 per cent to 30.8 pet cent; the D'
drooved from 22.1 per cent to 19,5 per eent; and the P's from 18,8
to 8.6 per cent. ' ‘
The figuxes fox the dep-out population alone 3hcw that the
axop-outs earned 2 per cent A's; 8 per cent B'ag 20 per cent C's;
29 pe: cent D's- and 41 per cent F's.
; ' According to the awerages made tc obtain the rank in the
v.zsenior class £or the graduates of 1958, five graduates had a 95 or
better average fox the four years of high school; 23 graduates
| ;averaged batween 90—94; 66 ave:aged between 85-89; 70. averaged
- between 80=84; and 4 ave:uged between 75«79,
The average§ £9g;;§nk in the senior class did not include
- any eighth grade;subjécfggoruphy cal edueation . gtades because

‘neithsr counted toward the 16 units required for graduation, -
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. TABLE VIIX

DISTRIBUTION AND PERCENTAGES OF GRADES EARNED

IN ALL SUBJECTS BY THBR CLASS OF 1958

o -rqm. mmsns;;l’ ;BMBBRSHIP MINUS DROP-OUTS
GRADE  NUMBER PERCENTAGE  NUMBER  PERCENTAGE
A 696 9.0 646 12,2
B 1752 22,6 1537 2849
| c 2115 27,5 1629 30.8
D 1711 22,1 1034 19,5
P 1452 18,8 456 846
Total 7726 100;0 5302 100,0
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The results of the letter grade survey divide the group |
being studied into two Separate categories, fhe successful students,
most of whonm graduated. and the drop-outs, most of whom failed,

The record for the membership, minﬁs the drop-outs, was 71,9
per cent in avcrag’c and above average grades earned in the five
years, another 19,5 per cent barely passing, and total passing 91,4
pexr cent,

\ Percentages of letter grades earned in required courses, as
given 4in Table’ VIII. indicate that required subjects 1n the lower
gradc levels of school. had higher f:equencies 1n t‘ailuxe than the
‘gppe_:‘; ;gvg;s. ’fha d:op-outs. who ‘earned most of the failing grades
at the lower. levels, are not ,nmubered in the upper level percent-
ageso The comparison of avetage pe:centages :I.n :equi:ed 8ubjecta
| with those in elective subjects shows that these etudents failed |

more required subjects than elective courses,.
Ve A.C.E. TEST RESULTS

The 1953 high school edition of the A.C.B. test, American
‘Council on Bducation Psychological Bxaminatiens. was administered
:ln October. 1955, to all ttudents in tenth grade homerooms in
SchooJ. Y. ’l‘he number taking the test was 221. This number doéa
not match the number given in Table V, page 24, because Table V
figures were not based on homeroom membership, but on cases of
students in the class of 1958 taking tenth grade work during the

fi&e year period,
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“TABLE VIII

PERCENTAGES OF LETTER GRADES BARNED IN
REGUIRED COURSES

Subject - A B © D ' F TOTAL

Bnglish 8 B,1 13,6 21,2 2407 32,4  100,0
Enge 9 ge¢* 809 0 2248 ' 3048 - 2348 - 13,7 - 100,0 -
Hng. 9 1.*? 9‘4 21.5 3716 2447 1608 100.0 -
Enge 1C 8¢ Qe - 21¢5 0 23,0 2046 17,7 10040 -
Bng, 10 1, 89 23.1 23.4 27.1 178 10040

Eng‘;llcg.TJ;:4’° .  “3368” '26b6' : 25.3‘ :w 13.9... 100.0‘ B

Enge 11 1, 7.8 22,7 23,4 24,7 21,4 100,0
Bnge 12 86 Te® - 3140 - 37,9 209 23 100,00
Bng, 32 lq QQO 24.6 » 46.3 22.8 ) 303 ;00.0{

All English 7.9 2l 277 25,1 17,7  100.0

SQC. St. 8 549 15,0 18.5 22,6 38,0 10040
UeS, Histe = 8.1 1642 26,4 31,9 17.4 100,0

U.S. Gov’t. . 9.0 37‘7 . 41.3 1806 3.4 100‘0
Math 8 B2 14,9 . 21,6 23.1 34,2 100,0
Math 9 1,9 949 28,9 32,7 2646 100,0
Alg, I = 7.3 19,9  25.2 22,4 25,2 10040
Sci. 8 6.4 14,6 22,9 23,1 33,0  100.0
Seil. 9 : :753 19,1 28s7 24,2 - 20,7 - 100,00
Bio, . o 12, 22,3 18,3 20,3 27,0  100.0

*  grammar
*% literature
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| The A.C.B,. test, a standardized objective test designe_d to
‘measure learning a‘biiity or scholastic aptitude, vields two séores
which differentiate between linguistic gbility (the Lescore) }andv
 quantitative thinking (the Q-score). _The Total score for the en- |

'ﬁze i:est i8 an indicator of general scholastic abiliiy. Thg
results of this test given in Table IX show th’e mean raw score
obtained in the group being studied was 64,2 and the standard

}deviatjion 17,7, The frequency column shows that 66 atudents scored
one sigma above the mean; 28 scored two gigmas above the mean; 8
‘seored three sigmas above the mean; and one person scored fout
sigmas above the mean, A group ot‘ 93 scored one sigma below the
mean; 23 scored two sigmas below; and 2 scored three sigmas belaw..

| The total number scoring plus or minus one éigm& was 139,

‘or 71,9 per cent of the number, as compared with the approximately
68426 per cent in this are# under the nomé.l curve of distribution,
The total number scoring plus or minus twd sigmas from the mean
was 51, or 23.1 per cent, as compared with the 27.18 per cent in
the nofmal distribution; ten students, or 4.5 per cent, scored
plus or minus three sigmas as compared with 4,28 im the bell - |
g:utvé. One person, or 4004 pé.: cent, scored plué f-our signas,

These figures, graphically displayed, show a curve with a
positive skewness, where the laxggst numbex of Scores appear bew

~ tween the mean and minus one sigma,



TABLE IX

MBAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION OF A. C. B.* TEST SCORES

POR CLASS OF 1958

CINTERVAL £ X% £x £x°
125-129 X a0 AT 16129
120-124 0 122 S
1152119 2117 234 7 avms
110-114 2 . 1z 224 25088
105-209 ottt 0 T T T11449
100~-104 3 102 306 31212
95.99 1 97 e 9409
90-94 9 92 828 76176
8589 - 4 8 348 30276 -
80-84 14 82 1148 94136
7879 . 20 79 1840 118580
70-74 22 172 1584 114048
65-69 - 24 67 1608 107736
60=64 23 62 1426 » 88412
§5.59 s s R A 100719
50-54 7 sa 884 . 45968
4549 23 4 - - 1034 . 48598
40-44 . 12 42 . 504 31168
45-30 0 4 - U3y . .+ 148 - - - . 5476
30-34 7 32 224 7168
2529 1o aro o L2 . .. a9
20-24 1 22 22 | 484
Ne=o2a1 TfX »14187 S£X° = 9803390
M= fo o 14187 = 64.19 ® 64,2
N Taa1 -
£x3 M"‘ 1/ 980330 w- (64.2)2 - \«/4435.93 - 4121,64
321 , '
8D -V 314,28

'SDJ‘ :17’7 v

*American Cmmcil on Educaticn. Paychological Examination. High
ASchool Edition ;
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This test, administered in the tenfh grade homexooms, did
nat include the group of drop-outs in the eighth and ninth grades,
The reaults obtained :elate prima:ily to ths graduates 3nd tha
’mzabership in courses in tha tenth. eieventh. and twelfth grades.

. A comparison of tke A.C.E, test results with the letter -
grades for the five years, given in Table VIII, would seem to ihdi;
cate 8 general similarity betneen teacher ‘assigned grades, uhich
are lonﬂwkat subjective, and objective standardized test results
indicating scholastic aptitude, ’

If failure and lack of scholastic aptitude were causes of
~ the drop-outs in the lowes high school snd eighth grade levels, a
scholastic sptitude test administered to the entire group at the
eighth grade level would possibly have yielded scores resulting
in a more positively skewed curve than the one obtained in the
tenth grade level with the A.C.E. results, The tenth grade school
population was a more select group scholastically than its own
eighth grade bbpulation of two years before, by virtue of the drop-
outs in that two year pcrigd; if grades are an 1ndi§at1nn.

" The 71.9 per cent scoring plus or minus one éigma from the
mean on the A.C.B. test exactly equals the 71.9 per #ent earning
aversge and ibove»kverage grades related before,

" Results from the A.C.B, test seem to indicate a normal dis-

tribution of scores earned by the 1958 ciass at the time thﬁy were



59
at the tenth}gzade xévalg _Gene:al‘ta;ehet evaluations through letter

grades are similar to A.C.B. gCoOres,
VI. SENICR PLANS

Futu?a Jobs ’

fhe_future plannigg sheets, which all members of the senior |
cinsa #era,requested,te £i11 cat;uere.avnilsblg for 149 of the
168 gradvates in the class of 1958, ‘This group indicated in the
springréf their sgﬁio: year that 56 planned to attend college the
fe!lewiég,fﬁll, zS.bays:and 31'gitlsg $ planned to attend business
néhooi.,and one planned to attend & preparatory school, Four girls
planned to enter schools of nursing; 9 gi:lﬂ planned to matry‘nith-
in a year; 18 beys plan#gd to enter the armed services i{mmediately;
42 plammed to go into occupations in industry; and 13 were uncertsin

about any future plans;

Cellege Applicants
| Actually, from this group, 82 applied for college entrance,

snd 75 were accepted. This 75, which was made up of 30 boya and
45 girls; rebre#anted 45.8 pex cent of the graduating class, The
percentage of those not atterding college wasASQ,Z. Those accepted
by éoliegea enrolled in 32 different institutioné of higher learn-

ing, with the largest single group sttending classes at Richmond
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Professional Institutes ' Three of the eight girls from this class
who:enteted~Westhampton?Callege:bf thgmvnivetsity:of;Richmond,;in 2

‘the fall of 1958, made the dean's 1ist the first year, One of

‘these three girls made straight A's the first year and: :eceived a

Phi Beta.xappa Book Award. an honor-bestowed fOt.excellence-ln
séholaétic;achievemént. . Two of these girls made Mortar Board in
their junior year at Westhampton, One of the five School Y 1058 . .
éiil'gfaduateS'who'anfered'Mary Washington College made straight
A's and the dean S list her freshman year at Mary Washington and
rMortar Board her junior yeax, One of the 1958 boy graduates made
‘atrnzght A's his. fteshman year at Davidson College and Omicron
-Delta Kappa, scholarship and leadership fraternity. his junior
years:

By June, 1961, the majority of the graduates in the class
‘of 1958.wholhad'enfe:ed-college had remained in college three years
-and ﬁﬁd received adequate to superior ratings according to re-
-pozts to the high school guidance offlce f:om the various eolleges.

A high school has many objectives, one of which is prepare
ation for college. The :epo:ts to the high school f:om the colleges
 which the graduates of the class of 1958 ax School Y entered seem
“to indicate that these graduates performed adequately at the college

J.eve 19
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'VII. THE DROP=OUT ‘PROBLEM

During the five year period of the study of the class of
1958 at School Y,  the 43.1 per cent of drop-out which took place
spaced itself in this manner: 15 per cent of the total dropeout
occurred at the eighth grade level; 8.2 per cent at the ninth;
10,5 per cent at the tenth; 7.4 per cent at the eleventh; and 2 per
éent at the twelfth grade level, Similar studies reported in ree
seaxch showed varying degrees of the incidence of drop-outs in
;thet areas and gave the probable causes,

A local study made of the Riclmond metropolitan area in
‘1957 found a 42,7 per cent drop-out based on the first grade ene
roliments and the number remaining to graduate twelve years 1ater.4
The three school systems involved in the study were the City of
Richmond, Virginia, and the Counties of Henrico and Chesterfield,
In this study it was found that the greatest percentage of drope
out occurred at the ninth grade level, and the next highest at the
eighth grade level, The study included both white and Negro enw
rollments, and in each school system the white school population

had a g:eatgr'percgnt;ge of drop~outs than the Negroe

_ 4bonald Barhanm Beaman, "“The Bxtent of Drop-oui in Publie
Schools in Richmond and Metropolitan Area™ (unpublished Master's
thesis, The University of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia, 1957)

Pe 32. ‘ : ) .
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The United States Department of Health, Bducation, and
Welfare :eported in 1954 that in Virginia 3546 per cent of the
vstudents enrolied 1n the fifth grade in 1943-44 remained in lchool
- to graduate eight vears later: for the nation as a whole the pere
centage was 51,8. In Virginia 40,0 pet cent . of ‘the seventh;g:ada

.Aenrollment 1n 1945..46 gtaduated six vears late n 1951, 1n the

. nation, 56,6 per cent. In Virginia 51.0 per cent of the students

-enrolled in the ninth grade in 1947«48 graduated four years later;
in the nation, 62,5 per cent graduated, Ranked in descending -
order, on the ninth grade enrollment basis, Wisconsin had the -
highest percentage, 80.3 per cent, of graduates, and Georgia the
lowest, 34,5 per cent. The midwestern states as a group had the
- highest retention percentage. and the states in the southeastern .
quadtant of the United Statés had th~ 1owest retention :ate.5 :
o | "Statlstics dealing with the trends of all youth show that
80 per cent enter the ninth grade, and only 50 per cent remain to

graduate. In the nortbwestezn statea the trend is for 60 per cent

.to gruduate, and in the southern states 40 pe: cent. ’

SWalter H. Gaumnitz, High Scheol Retention,_z States. Uhxted

St#fes Department of Health, Bducation, and Welfare, Office of Bduw
eation, Circular 398 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1954),
PDe 8=12,

Shar1 R, Douglass, Education for Life Adjustment (New York:

-.rhe"nonam Press Co,, 1950), p. 7
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A study from the ﬁork Conference on Life Adjustment Edue
cation in Chicago in 1950 reported, "The highest percentage of
diop—autS,(54 per ceﬁt) occur at the age of 16, and in grades 9
and 10 (63 per cent).ﬁ7 |
The state law governing compulsory school attendance which
was in effect in Virginia during this study of the class of 1958

and until January 31, 1959. read in parts

Every parent, guardian, or other person in the
Commonwealth, having control of any child or children
who have reached the seventh birthday and have not
_reached the sixteenth birthday, shall send this child,
or children, to a public school, or to a private, or
denominational, or parochial schoecl, or shall have such
a child, or children, taught by a tutor or a teacher,
of qualifications prescribed by the State Board and
approved by the division superintendent, in the home, and
such child, or children, shall regularly attend such a
public school during the period of each year the public
schools are in session and for the same number of days as
the public school,d

The student, in Virginia, who entered the first grade at the
age of seven would normally arrive at the eighth grade at the age
of fourteen, but if he had been retained in one or more grades in

the elementary school, he would arrive at the eighth grade at

the age of sixteen, the age at which he could legally stop sachool,

7Vi:ginia State Chamber of Commerce, Improvements in High
School Bducation in Virginia 1944-54. pPe 224

Bstate Board of Bducation, VIRGINIA SCHOOL LAWS, State of
Virginia, October, 1950, p. 103,
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A survey of the literature reported many studies of the '
causes of drop=outs, Science Research Associates found that drope:
out students have many of the following characteristics in common:
Most drop-outs are unsuccessful in school work and
retarded by one or more grades; and many are consequently
over nge by the time they withdraw,

: MQstvdropnduts take little part in outeof-class
- activities,.

Most dropwocuts place low value on schooling,
Most drop-outs come from low income families and
have trouble meeting school costs,?

‘Many studies reported the low value placed on high school
educétion by families in the low income bracket; the lower: the
aocia1.61a§§,:the lowg: the value on education,

viﬂhssé :easonsvand'percentages-for quitting Schoolvwete rew
pozted:~;dissatisfaction»with«scnool.-47.7‘per.cent; economic need,-
I?.é per cent; lure of a job, 11,7 per cent; marriage and pregnancy,

646 peg cent; and others, 14.6 per centel?

. 9cnaries M, Allen, Combating the Drop-out Problem, (Chicago:
Science Research Assocliates, Inc., 1956), pe 7o

10y11dred Berinan, “Why Boys and Girls Leave School,"
- Encyelopedia of Educational Research, A Project of the American -
Bducation Research Association, Department of National Education
Association (3rd ed,) (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1960),

Pe % )
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Harl-R.rDOuglasszgave.tﬁis reaction to the cause of drope.

outss: .

It is customary to assign financial reasons as the

- . chief factor, but this is actually a superficial excuse
which glosses over the real reason, Lack of interest,
parental indifference, and the failure to understand life .
adjustnent educational objectives and possibilities are
the main factors, and all of them stem from the fact that -
the school'’s program and method do .not pay enough: attention
to modern living conditions, needs, and interestsell

The Richmnnd met:opolitan area drOp-ont study teported that,
among the many factors listed by drop-outs as causes for leawing
nchool, 50 per eent were school and teacher-:elated causes.12

Science Research Associaxes summa:ized the teachet-dzOp-

out relationship in this manner:.

~ . Unfortunately, the relationship between the po= = .
tential drop-out and the teacher too often is part of
-..~the endless cycle of low marks, non~promotion, and ree

Jection begun in the early grades. Keeping pupils after
‘school because of poor schoolwork, pointing out their
weaknesses and failures to them and their parents, not

- selecting them for prestige jobs, and even providing them
with manual tasks within their abilities but low in prestige
in the eyes of other pupilse-all these reinforce the
youngsters' sense of failure, their dislike of school, and

- their dislike or suspicion of their teachers, -

» - In contrast to this negative relationship, Dre
Robert Havighurst, in his book, Human Development and
~;;Bducation. stresses the importance of having teachezs,;'

1190\331&88. Ope E_i_-_t_op Pe 4430

: 1280”“. ﬁ. _c_iio [ R p. 48.
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who are “significant persons" to the child, “Such a person
_..is "more than a part of the human furniture in the child's

" neighborhood" and is "one whose love and respect is de-

. 8ired by the child," "Relatively few teachers," Havighurst
says, "become sxgnificant persons in the life of any paxtic-

.~ ular child. Most teachers remain outside the shell. of his

emotional attachment...but a few teachers find a place

within the inner circle of sxgnzficant persons_ and exe:cise

deep influence on the child's development.

Tha:e axe apparently few d:op-outs who have found
teachera ‘whom: they can admire and with whom they can develop
the warm, friendly telationshig which might serve as a major
force to keep them in school. , ,

' K?he‘gtudyvo£ the.1ite:gture_indicated that the drop-out prob-
lem at School Y was not out of p:opo:tioﬁ/when_comparedjw;th,thn
problem in other area and state public school Systems. However,
the gtﬁdiesﬁghowg¢>that Vi:giﬁ;a and the cher»southeéstetn'states
hdd’a,lnwer'péidcntagebpf students teﬁﬁining'iﬁ sch9c1 to graduate
then other sections of the United States,

. “The studies reported a variety of causes for $ha drop-cut
percentages, the caises varying in degree with each school and
éa¢h é6¢m§9itj. ‘Most of the didp-buts; hoﬁévé:}’ha§ a history of
fdilﬁtéidﬁ# igfehtid@;in ;@wetigtdceaigﬁd,;bﬁéé high school sub-
jects, were dissatisfied with schools, and cane from lower social
class fami11esfwhété'iow‘value was ﬁlﬁée&’o@;gigdaégionifkom high

schoolQ‘




67

VIII. SUMMARY

The membership at School Y in the class of 1958, as this
study progressed, was divided equally into the group ub§ gradnate&
and-the group whp drqppgdva;t.wkThg.grgéugtg groué #c#ieved VRL Y=
ing degrees of auccess academiéazly; the drop-cut gfeup did nqt.
The study of courses and grades ea:ned}:eva;léd [ 3 ggéater degree
of feilure in required;aubﬁects*thanuin,eiectiva guﬁjectg, L
greater degree of fai;ure;gt’thg:;ager level qf;scheél than at the
bupper level, - Accordingvto standardized test results, the populaw-
tion studied approximated 3 normal distribution, and, in general,
the letter grades mssigned by teachers were similarly distributed,

The dropecut pattern at School Y follewed closely the drop-
out pattern found in studies of the schools in the area, but the |
area exerted less holding power in {ts schools than the schools
of the nation exerted,

The reports to the high school from colleges which the
‘graduates of the class of 1958 at School Y entered seem to indi-

_gate that these graduates achieved adgqnately at the college level,



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMBNDATIONS
I, SUMMARY

This study has traﬁed the forty year history of the service
and growth of School A in a comﬁunity which gradually changed from
& typically scatteted rural area to a'thiékly populated area Coms
v poéed predominantly of lower income and middle class families,
When the enrollments at School A outgrew the physic#l facilities
of the school plant, School A ce#sed to function as a secondary
school in May, 1951,

With the closing of tﬁe parent school, the néw and larger
School Y opened its doors in Septeﬁbe:, 1951, to continue offer=
ing educational opportunities to the students in thé area formerly
served by School A, Rapid and continuous population growth in

the community caused steady iﬁc:eases in the enrollments at School
Y, and conditions : remained crowded until other secondary and
junior high schools opened in the county to relieve the situation,

The study of the progress of the 39041nd1viduals, O
prising the oglginal enrollment of the potential graduates in the
class of 1958, showed that 168 of the students remained to graduate,
and exactly the same number dropped out of school, If the number

who transferred to other schools were ignored, the result would be



69

50 per cent graduating, 50 pef'dentvdrapping out, This proportion
was comparable to other area'an¢tstate school percentages for
school leavers, |

A review of the gradesfaafnéd 1h'the five years pointed out
the arégs.qugxegtgst‘ﬁi{ficulty.; The required subject fields and
the subjects taught in the lower levels of the school had the
highest frequency of failure, . At the tenth grade level, for those
who had not already withdrawn from the class, the A,C.B. test re-
_§u1ts;désc:ip¢d a population similar in aptitude to the normal
curve of distribution, The teacher assigned grades for this group
were fairly evenly distributed in a similar curve,

Forty~-five per cent of those graduating attended college
the following year, and reports to the high school indicated that

these students performed satisfactorily at the college level,
11, CONCLUSIONS

~ - The .conclusions which were drawn from the data presented in
this study are:

1,  Since this study did not ascertain the ngeﬁs‘ofvthe
individual student,-it,cqntgin; no real proof as to whether the
curriculum met these needs,. |

2. The large percentage of drop—putg,kthoggh.comﬁarable to
the area and state figures for drop-outs, is a problem which needs
further investigation to determine the real cause for the students*®

leaving schoole
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3, The higher degree of failure in required academic.
courses than in elective courses is a problem which needs investi=
gation in order to determine the cause and to #mpx#ve the situation,

4 ,?pq,¢qéreg:of failure 1n,th¢,eighth,,ninth,Vgnd.tcnth -
grades, which is also the.atea of the greatest dzop-out, isa
problem vhich should be studied to determine the causc 1n order to
1mprove any unfavo:able conditions which may be found to exist.

5. . The results obtained by the AJC.B, test administeted to
this_g:qup gt:the‘tenth.g:gde level indicate that more students
ha§<thg schq1g§t§c1§pt§tude to succeed in aﬁvanced,mathematics,,l .
sp;eﬁcg, and‘fpxgiggvlanguages than.wcée actually enrolled in those
coﬁrses;_

.6; The additions to the,cu:ricula: offerings-between 1931w
58 reflect the. changing needs in a growing community.‘. N

Te The educational level attained by the parents in the
School Y community was higher than that of the national level for
adﬁl.tﬁ.

8. The, vocational aims of some parents for their childten

were higher than the. students' own aspiratione.

- Some parents had untealistic goals for their children
in :elationship to their ability: some studenta also had unrealiSe
tic goals in relationship to fheir ability.

10. The enrollment data showed that more boys than girls

dropped out. of school,
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11, The grades earned in aubject fields indicated that the
girls made highes gr;de§ than the boys im most courses, _

12, Ebra‘girls tbanvioys §lectad foreign lansﬁages and
business coutses, but more boys than girls elected advanced mathe-
matics and sclence courses.,

13. The degree of diffbrence in success between gramaar and
liternture courses was ncgligible.

14. ﬂany ctudanta who remained 1a ‘scheol to graduate exe-
perienced some failure dqring this period,

15, The school record of most of the drop-oﬁts was one of
acadenic failure, |

16, Reports to the high school indicated that most of the
gtaduatés‘in the class of 1958 enrolled in various colleges achieved
satisfactorily at the céllegn level, |

17. There was some relationship between grades assigned by
teachers and scores made by studentsbon standardized scholastic
aptitude tests, o

18, The patrons §f School ¥ felt that the school fulfiiled

 adequately its responsibility for educating the youth in the area,

I11, RECOMMENDATIONS

After consideration of the dats presented and the conclusions

drawn in this study, the author makes these recommendations:
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i, That s continuing study de made of the drop-cuts from
School ¥ to détgtmine. if p&saim«, the real cause of each drope-out;
that the dropeout study be made a part of the continuing evaluation
of the school’s program.

2. That an imestigntion be made of all the causes Gis-
covered in that drop-out study to determine which could be sttribe
uted primasily to the pupil, to the ac!wel. of to the tescher;
that attezpts bs made to improve any area found deficient by the
study, S o | | -

3. That the administration escourage classroonm teacters to
evaluate the atudent's work in required academic courses according
te the individual's uul of ability end his cwn progress,

4, 'rhat efforts be wade to discover the interests and
aims of the students in the eighth, uninth, and _tmth grades, where
such of the dmp-_out occura, in order to provide for these interests
and aims in the curriculum. ‘ _ o

Se That guidance counselors and teachers encourage atudents
with proved acholastic aptitude to elect advanced academic courses.

6. That counselers and teachers help students make reslis-
fic dwicea of classes according to their Jab,i.uty and goals,

Te ‘mt conmeleu and teachers offer occupational and vo-
caticnsl information te the students to enable them to plan their

courses wisely,
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Carrie Payne Barker, daughfer of the late Mr, and Mrs,

Edlow Garrett Payne, was born’ ;:lni‘ Cliftén'Forge.;Vi:ginia. October
27, 1910, She graduated from Clifton Porge High School in 1927 and
received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the College. of Wi:uiam
and Ma:y in 1931,

She taught in the public schools of Alleghany County and
Covington for five years before her marriage in 1936 to Joseph P,
‘Barker, of Richmond, Virginia. The two childcen of this marriage
were Jaseph Payne Barker. _born Pebruazy 13, 1938, a 1960 a.lumnus
of the University of Richmond, and Edlow Garrett Barker, born
April 30, 1945, | o

: She tetumed to the teaching p:ofession in 1953 as a teacher
of Bngush and Jouznalism at Hexmitnge High School, Hen:i.co County,
Vizginia. , Xn 1958 she entered the field of guidance.

She has been en:olled in the Univers:.ty of Richmond f or. the
1938, . 1959. 1960, and 1961 Summer sessions in pursuit of the .
Master of.Scienoe Degree‘:l.n Bducation. : In 1961 she was elected to.

membership in Kappa Delta Pi,
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