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 CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

~ I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM D

:jAs'tha years roll by, primary sources of historical data
are either lost or destroyeds This unfortwnate fact has held
trué in the case of the Danville Military Institute. A |
numbé§ cf good pieces of oiiginal data have disappeared since
the éghoél closeds In order to take advantage of available
mataziél before it is 1ost9‘£his study of the Danville
Miliﬁgryklnstituta'was made;,:This is the first intensive
study of the school, which vas a credit to its city, its

state, and lts nationy

, II+ DESCRIPTION OF SOURCES OF DATA

Much of the more valunable information used in preparation
of %his study came from primary sourcess The personal inter-
view with men diraetly eennected:with Danvilie Military
Institute was used throughout the course of the study par-
ticularly in the beginning. This device served to kindle
interest, disclose appealing routine incidents in the livaes
of the cadets not otherwlse reported, and also to verify facts
given in other interviews and in the sgcondary sourcess Those
pieces of primary data which were found to be of greatest
value weres school yearbooks published by the student body,
school aaﬁalogs published by thé administration, a booklet of



military regulations compiled by the commandant, deeds to
property found in the courthouses of the €lty of Danville and
the cvunty of Pittsylvania, and old newspaper articles. These,
nbviausly, ware the fcundations upen which this study was built.
The secondary saurces of information which bear diregctly
on tha subjaet were fewer In number and to some extent less
, helpful. These books having been written by local residents
or paople very much interested in Danville, generally concerned
: themsalves with‘brief sketah&s of the city--its people, its
ccmmerca, and its institutiens. Nevertheless, these books
were: helpful in giving in outline form paﬁtexns or trends in
the davelopment af the schnol over the years. ?hey left much
to b@ desirad in giving detalled information. Of necessity,
his had to come fram primary sources. , B
B In Decamber, 1938, Mre Re Russell Neely completed a study
of tha‘history nfkprivata secondary schools of Banville.l In
‘it, hs ineluded & &keﬁch of the Danville Military Institute.
Mr. Neely was especially fortunate in being able to obtain
infarmatian for he served as both teacher and treasurer in
the sehool from 1929-1938. Most of the records to which he
had access have since disappeared. Nevertheless, his halpg.

counsel, and hils work were of great value,

lﬁcbert Rugsell Neely "A History of Private Secondary
Schools of Danville Vizginia" {(Unpublished Master's thesis,
The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1939).



I1I, ADDITIONAL WORK NEEDED

~ As the present study pragressad;.several»areas quickly
appéared,in which there were informational gaps. waaver§
it was apparehtvin‘saarchinggfar‘1nformatien that there wire
more readily available data for the period 1890 to 1902 than
for-gnyaathar one glven period. Thus of necessity this
period was treated more intensively. Due to the faetvthat
the embryo nf.theflaﬁer Danville Military Institute appeared
fram,ébont'ths béginning of the Civil War and some form of
a~military school lasted periodically until September of
the yeaf 1939, it did not take long to realize that here
was a wide field in which much work might be profitably
done. Little is known of the Danville Male Academy~~the
parant of the Banvillé Military Institute, Who organized it?
When was it organized? What were its goals? What influence
did it have on 1ts offspring? What connection, 1f any, was
there between this institution and the one of the same name
which appeared briefly . araund 1887? Due to the 1ack of source
material these questions remain unanswered, While the available
data were far less than that which tney once rmst have been,
even a fev shnrt years ago, they were sufficiant for purposes
of this study, Following 1902 stranga informational gaps

2
Jean Gray H he Story of Danville (New Yorks: Strat-
ford House, 1950), p‘gﬁﬁ
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appeared continuously until the dissolution of the school in
September, 1938, Why were there no primary sources of informa-
tian fpr the years 1902~1906% wﬁy did it receive sueh»goor
suppc?t,from tha Presbyterian Synod of Virginia whilé'ﬁhey
were in.cnntro1 from 1920~19387 Why are there no school
reca‘rdé avallable, whatever, for the periad 1920-1938? | ‘fhia‘
seemed tc be a guestion fraught with & tinge of mystery., The
mystery'remains due to a laﬁk of information, It seemed in~
aonceivable that a school could exist in modern times fsr 18
years, die, and leave no official trace of itself. Why?



CHAPTER IX
THE ACADEMY IN RETROSPECT

 §6 say thah acadeﬁies sprang up entirely within the 18th
and 19th conturies would be an error. Actually one of the
faur great philosgpbinai schools established in Greéce‘in the
fﬁurth century was the School of the Academya founded by
Plato in 386 B.C.*

It wauld also be a rather "erious arrvor to say that the
idea for an academy began with Benjamin Franklin. Hﬁre,
too, ona finds Buropean beginnings, Academies had been
established in England about the mlddle of the saventeenth
cenﬁury.s Also, in Germany were found geademies for the
nobiiity called Bitterakademiens Such a school for the no-
biliﬁy was started in France in 1638 at the request of Louls
xrr*

Thus 1t would seem that the academies, as they are known
and remembered, not only had an Eﬁrepean origin and devalop-
mentg but they appeared quite early in the development of

1
Stephan Duggan, A Student's Texthook in the History of
Education (New Yarﬁ. De. Appleton~Centur Gampany, T§§5§, TR T

2 : ) , ; ,
He G+ Goody A History of American Education (New York:
The Macmillan 6ampany, 19567 , Ds 73+

3pagar W, Knlght, Twenty Centuries of Bducation (New York:
Ginn and Company, 15455, D §5§

L. _
James Malhern, A History of Educ tion (New York: The
Ronald Press Company, L9%0), Ds 291s ‘
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wastern civilization. The American version of the Academy was
an attempt to meet the educational needs of the period and
localitys Beginning with Franklin's Philadelphia ﬁcaﬂemy;
npehﬁa,in 1750,5 the 1dea spread to other areas, Thelr period
of g#eateét influence oceurred from before the American
'Revalution until after”the Civil War. They largely served
the secondary educational needs of the growing country between
the pericd of the old Latin grammar schools and the high schools
one finds tnday.é :
Ths acadamiss wera generally'private institutians although

7 They

in sams eagses there was a degree of public control.
vere usually distinguished by the fact that control was
VQated in a ‘board of trustees which often was able to operata
under a charter from the stata.g In Rew Ybrk, while the un-
chartered gcaaamiesfgreatly outnumbered the lncorporated ones,
they could expect a gertain amount of financlal ald from the
9

. state 1f they met certain standards.” In Pennsylvania and

other states the legislatures voted land to endow aeademies;lg

 O1bid., pe 273,
6&@0&, gp. gitey pe 111,

EH G+ Good, A History of wéétern Bducation (Wew Yorks:
The Maemillan éompany, I3, pe 380,

~ %5o0d, A History of American Bducation, pp. 112, 113.
IDZbid&, ps L1k, '
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In the South, county academies appeared with land endowmsnts
from tha atate.ll In Virginia acadeniegs received grants of
$100 to &260 for a few years, This money came from the interest
of the Literary Fﬁnd* This fcrm af Snpyarﬁ lefﬁ‘mudh to be
aesired, hawaver. The Bapt,ist, mtb.cdi»t, and Presbyterian
denaminatians also came into thae pictura as davelopars and
supperters of academias ta educate the children of thair
faith.lg | | | |

If not an aim, cartainly a reason why the Amariean academy
came intu axistence was to pravida subject matter of 8 more
praeﬁical nature as appose& tu the classic tone of the ofw=
ferings of(ths old Latin grammar schoolss Among the subjects
, affefééfin aﬁaﬁemias’wéra1 “mcdern 1anguages, rhetaric,
aratory, legic, geegraphy, algebra, surveying, navigatian,
English language, and,literatura*“l3

It -is in the academy that science came inte its owny
naverthelass, it would be unfair to assert that all the credit
for the introduction of seiences intc &merican secondary edu-

catioﬁ'beluﬁgs to the academy as-éumalu'wnuld séy.' For wé

12.:@..@.‘ . |
13Knight, oD giti, De 163. o

1”Frank Pierrepont Graves, 4 Student's History of of Bducation
(Eew Yorks Tha Macmillan cnépany, I§§55, Pe W14



know that toward the latter part of the period of their ine-
fluence the grammar schools began to offier subjects of a more
practieal natura, not the least of which were examples of the
vseiances¢15- Gonsidering the offerings of all academies,‘it.
would be something of an understatement to say that they of=
fered many if not too many subjects. The branéhes of New
Ybrk Academies numbered 15#.16. As a rosult the work was often
of & superficial nature,17 an understandable if not a desiye
abla characterigtie.
En summary of what has been said so far, the following
-éaseriptian of the American acadamy is largely apprapriate;
"It was a seml-publia, nonmsectarian boarding
.and {or) day secondary school which, aataring in
~ewrrienlum and fee, to the needa of the rapldly
"Increasing middle cia&s from its upper to its 5
- lower econonmic stratum met the educational demands
and aspirations of tha% e¢lass in our period of
transitiai from an aristoeratic to a common-man
| republic, 8
- After the Civil War, as the normal schools and high schools
began to compete with the academlies, their influence began to
fade as the leading inatitution of American secendary education,

Same were seld for debt. Some became normal schools or colleges.

1o600a s A History of Western Fducation, pp. 387, 388.

.léacad, 4 History of Awmerican Bdueaticn, Pe 1174

17ZE .
mz-mlhern, A History of Education, p. 476,
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Some became the nuclel of high sechools. Some tended to en-
aourage the education of. womenﬁl?' One can still find in-
stances where religious denominations continue ta use the

academy as a means of eﬁunating their youth, A great many
havg bscems military schools where one finds the uniform;

o diseipline, anﬂ organization so characteristic of these types

of schnalsi Some haVG beeome ranch schools offering horsen
| baek riéing and outdoer Spnrtsﬁ Both the military and ranch

20 Whatever i‘orm the descendant

' sahools are boarding schools.
‘ mf t;ha acaﬁemy ha.s takan, they have sarvad a ncble purpose in
,the mainstream of Amsrican education. l?or they bore a grow-
ing, aftentimes avkward, but always amhitibus young krepublia
from i’ss pre-—Revnlutionary War days to its post-c:l.vil War

days, and diﬁ sc with no small amount of distinctien‘

‘ lgmlight; '\,.QR* ,9_1&« ¥ ?ﬁ l 3.63:
Q?Good, A History of American Educat:idn, ps 116,

T .



CHAPTER III
EARLY ASSOCTIATIONS

‘Befbré ﬁhé Civil Var tﬁera existed In Danvilla; Virginia;
an institution cf,learning kﬁbwnxas the Danville Male Aeademw.l
It wﬁs h§u§ed in & brick building near a eemetery on Grové
strééﬁgivnﬁfingthé éarly part of the Givil War 1t was directéd
by 1ts %ﬁe‘an-prinaipals: Colonel Edwin Claxton Edmunds of
Alaxandria, virginia;ka Virginia Military Institute alumus,

2 The strong, often romantic appeal

and Mr. Jesse S. Jﬁnésa
to ar@é fér?aveauge which engendered a fervor approaching

the religious did not leave the teachers and students of the
Academy»untaucﬁaa¢ Due to this fact and the fact that because
of large manpower losses with few sources of replenishment,
the Confaderate gbVergment was forced to call upon its older
a8 ﬁell as its #bnngar c¢itizens, Thus, in the twilight of
the war, the enrollments of male schools still operating be-
génkta diminish as both teachers and students went to war.
After 1863 both principals and some of the older boys entered

the Confederate Armyesw Mr. Jones received a Major's commission

1Gerard Tetley< “Marshall's Glory Born in Danville," Horfolk
Virginian Pilot, October 8, 1950.

2j¢an Gray Hagan, The Story of D 3 Ty S y
. y ry of Danville (New York: Stratford
House, 1950}, p. 80. o

31bsd.
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vwhile Colonel Edmunds commanded the Thirty-Eighth Regiment,
and later was killed at Gettysburg.

"It was during the temure of Colonel Edmunds and Mr. Jones
that the nams panville Military Institube first appeared. '
Thare aan ba 1ittle doubt that the war played no small part
in influencing this change of names. The newly created insti-
tute reaeived a glowing tribute from Pollock.

:buf‘sfr?g.”’??e@ﬁé’?“’%%ﬁs’?é? %ﬁ@ﬁﬁ‘égaaﬁ?‘é‘éﬁzs“ﬁiﬁ’ |

‘name and patronagey from at home and abroad, which

R e e el

"Aftar the war ended so disastrously for the South, edum
cation»as well ag other once proud Southarn institutiong ree
geived 1ittle support and less financial aid. The more im-
maéia%é requiréments of 1life exerfed a more pressing pull on
the labors af the gouthern beepla. As 8 result; for some
years after hostilities ceased nelther the Academy nor the
Institute were to be found on the Danville séens,s

~  About ‘1887 Captain A. Le Duncan was conducting a Male
Aéadémy:an Colquhoun Street In Danville. Captain Duncan,
having baen graduated from the Virginia Military Institute,
aiaSSiaf 18834 was assis%eé.by‘a Mre Kaene;ﬁ

hﬁdward.?sllOc Sketeh Book of Danville, Virginia (Petersburg:
UiNoy 1885), D» 106

5H&g&n’ BDs Mdg De 80,

6114,
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During this period Colonel Isaac H. Saundars; a native of
Leesburg, Virginia and a graduate of the Virginla Military
Insti%ute; glass of 1884, was teaching mathematics atVStaunton
Male Academy, having previously taught two years at Fishburne

Eﬁlitary’séhool. Colonel Saunders possessed a somewhat slight.

build tempered with a strict military demeancr. He graduated
third in his class at the Virginia Military Institute.
_He'haa'beeﬂ developing in his.bwn mind plans for the

ﬁrgaﬁizaﬁiea and ae#elepﬁent of a’high.quality military school.

His diacussiaa of these plans with Captain Duncan was the act
which ariginated the Danville Ailitary Institute.‘ For later
when Captain Duncan ’was called to the Virginia Military
Institute to act as Commandant, 0010nel Saunders bought the
schaol preperty frnm him on January 31, 1890.

From ?ebruary 5, 1890 until the end of that session
Colonel Saunders and his assistant M. A. G. Parr taught 44
boya ina twn~stsry, two=roon building on 001quhcun Street
i(alsa spellad Gelquohoun, colquehnun, 0ulcaqhaun). Those
months prOVBd to be busy, but fruitful ones. Largely through
his interast and efforts a jaint stock coapany was formed, the
chartar of whieh was granted on May 17, 1890. The second and

7Tha Scnut Published by the Cadets of the Danville Military
Institute (Danvilles Trundle Printery, 1899), p. 1l.

Sﬁeed Book 51, {Ciiy of Danville), p. 159,
ICharter Book 1, (City of Danville), p. 253.

7
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third pravisions -of this charter states
. Beecond, The purpose for which the sai& ¢ompany
~4s formed shall be to establish and conduct a male

- school for the purpose of educating and training
tyoung men and bays.

ol e e e e e g
g i g&sszaiz&izzrzz"gf )

LtOne Hundred Dbllars aach,

fﬁfhe charter was granted ta: Ha w. Cole, He Ao Wiseman,
J. Re Jopling, B. Se Craws, de ﬁ& Jobnston, F, X. Burten,
F. &L;Hamlin, D. Sg Lishergar, 7. E, Schoolfield and E. R,
waddill.ll’ These men elected seven directers who chase John
Hs Sahoelfield presidanﬁ and Colonel Saundars principal. .
ocheolfield was soon succecded by Mre Bs B, w1thers‘
| ; During these busy days the contract WAS awarded for the
aanstruetion of the main builaing of the Inaﬁitute to be
1ocated an the wastern-rim of the eity of Danville, Virginia,
_‘in the County of Pitisylvanlias The architecture of this
building was strongly influanceﬁ by that of the Virginia
Military“lnstiﬁute at Lexington, Virginila. Meanvhiley Colonel
3aﬁnder5'wa5'sinking his roots deepar into the community when,
in August, 1890, he paid $875.00 for a lot on Park Avenue

near the developing sehocl;lg

ilnib'd§

3.3.; bi ]
‘12Deed Book 97, {County of Pittsylvania), p. 429.



‘ ‘ _ CHAPTER xIv
A HISTORY DF THE 3ﬁNV1LLE MILITARY INSTITﬁTE
FrOM 1890 T0 1902

writing the histary nf an early private thOOl often Te~
&nlves itself into the task of carefully delineating the
eduaational philosaphy of sne man or a grnup of men, Sucn waﬁi‘
the case with the Danvilla ﬁilitary Instituta fram 1890 %o
1962. For especially during this period and to same extent
later tea, the strict, aqnitable, purpnseful and knowledgeabla
hand ef Colonel Isaac E, Saunders was seen quietly and forca~
fully making itself felt among the pages of the Danville Mili-
tary Institute's history: To h&ve.sai&,ltb@n; that during
vtbis périod the Danville Milltary Institute was Colonel Saunders
and that aalonal Saunders was the Danville Military Institute
vas, to an extenﬁ, a«truth«
: In September of 1890 the trustees nf‘tha Eanville Mlitary
Institute invited the Roman Eagle Lodge, numbar 22, to lay the
cornerstons of ‘the nev building to be located one~half mile
beyond the western rim of the city of Danville, Virginia.
The ceremony took place on the ‘eighteenth of Eepiamber.l Having
previously gathered in town, a large grnup of eity officials,

- - e -

, Genrge u; Dame Histarieg% Skete of Raman g Lndge

No. 22 » Fa an& %é ville, 1rg1nia, s x. Townes ?
PI' in ing :)mpany % 3?}., }) w - o .
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eitizens and students then paraded out to the new school site.
The gathering numbering about 1000, then heard an appropriate
address delivered by B. B, Witharsua U |

1¥The cornerstone laying ceremony obviously helped to lawnch
the school into & flourishing career. For the next year, Duval
PorﬁéfiTSPGakiﬂg of Danville, sald, "Her pet 1nstitutinn; her
pfidé§yif you please %o call it, 1s the Danville Military
Insﬁiﬁute, and her pride in this respect is 3ustifiable.ﬁ3

'fﬂntii completion of the maln building, clagses weraihela
in ﬁhétala.Academy of Music, which was later to become the
Virginian Theater on Main Street.

I, THE PHYSICAL FLANT }
, When completed the main buildxng and its lesser associates
forme& a complete and pleasing educational facility. The
main bullding vas of stuccoed brick. In hollow spacesg |
especially built for the purpose, over ths main front antrance
were white marble tablets on which were inscribed the names
of those students whe aﬁtaina& the rank of excellent in their
’stuﬁies.h Such cadets were known as First Cadets, The

21pid.

3Duval Porter, (ed.) Men, Places and T s As Noted B -
BenQ%%; sl ggsog’ Danvilles  pance Bﬁ”fﬁerg and Company,‘$§9l),
Pe 3

II'Inte:t'“‘.riev.q.,. Hugh Kﬁene.E&wards,‘June 20,’1959.
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bullding was fireproof and heated by steam. BRach roem.had“
its own closet. Also hot and cold water was available in
each roomd The rooms were well lighted by ga8.5 ' ,
,Ehe;quarters,pf the superintendent and eommandant'adnl_
'jainedithé'grénndé; The residenca of,tbé pfincipa;.wa$ coﬁwb
sidered something of a socisl center of the school, ALl other
affieers of the sahcnl ocaupied quartera on tha graundsa o
| Anather building aantaining a mess ball, kitchen, stara-
‘ranm, ana the inflrmary was lecated a few yards from the main
buil&ing. A matron presided over the mess hall, ”
In addition to an armory, study hall, nffices, lectura
rooms and 1aboratories, the main building contained a 1ibrary
of snms distinction., In the seonnd year of eperaﬁion the fol~

1nwing ware 1istad asg having been donated to the libraryzé

Dicken's Complete Works givan by Cadet H. B. Boga.
: E T Eisgori of Vir inla up to 161k written by
- Raphe Hamon donated ‘adet semane THR.is book was
printed in London in 1615 and valuaﬁ then at $500.00, .
3+ A genealogical chart of the Rulers of England from
gha time of William the Conqueror giVQn by Judge Berryman
Teall, :
L, ;hree large topographical maps of the three days
fight at Gebtysburg given by Captain E. E. Bouldin, 1hth .
Virginia Cavalry, Ce Ss As Thase maps had the repu tation of
paasessing rare detail,

. The Danville Military Institute was placed in an unugaally
‘plemsant situation. It ocoupled a hill of 700 feet elevation

5cat oz of the Danville mnm nstiggtg 1891-92, p. 12,
6xbld., De 23. |
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which sloped gradually in sll directions. The school was
near enough to tha city to enjoy the social; edueationai;'and
recreatiohal advantages of Danville, Virginia. But it was
far enough away from the city so that the bustle of commerce
didwnqt-disturb it. In the rear of the main buildingﬂ was a
1argé'foresta It was traced with paths creating a park of
heauty as wall as usefulness. .

These advantagas, plus pure water and alr aombined with
a- mild climate, insured an especially healthful educational

envircnmsnt for tha young school. -

g & THE AIMB AND MRETHODS
In tha first ?respectus issﬂed by the Institute Colonel
Saunders said:7 : IER
- REducate sonl Do not 1eave him a mere -
mac%ine To %a gaverned by thosa who naturally
have weaker minds. Develop hig mind, so he may
ba the governing powver.

It is the developed and systemic mind that is
the power of the great motor of human progresse
By means of education Colonel Saunders balieved most
definitely in the improvement of the individual and through

him society. A year after he wrote the above, he listed the
8

. First, To render the cadets - comfartable by
_snpplying them with well-heated, wﬁllulighted,

'7Prospectus of the Danvi 11le Militar ary Institute 1890~91, pe 11,
sca—t: og of the Danville I1itary Institute 1891-92, Pp. 5, 6.
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well ventilated and conveniently arranged quarters
so there may be no obstacle to impede thelr progress,

, _" Second.  To gilve %hnrnugh.hraining in every de-
- partment. o . -

" Third. To increase mental, moral and physical
- pover by careful training, proper Influenceg and
,!systematie exercisas, '
. Fourth, To give ease, grace and manliness of
carriage by military tralning, S

' Fifth. To give confidence and ease in speaking |
~gy %ngiructian in elocution and exercises in Liberal
- obClelial, : ‘

u:fIn tne‘sama‘éatalog-he described his methods of instruc-
tinnﬁg

Instruction is given in daily recitations, based
upon clear, concise and logical textbooks, approved -
by the hesé educators of the days with such explan«
ations that the pupils may not simply eollect factsy -
- but that he must understand the principle; rulesy
- and laws governing these facts and thelr applicaﬁions.
In order to secure individual Instructlon the classes
~ are subdivided into sectlons, the members of which -
are required to discuss, analytically, synthetically
or deductively the subjeet of their daily recitation.

. The instructor requires blackboard diagrams to ba
made by the pupil 2usstiens, comments, and explaing

. wnEll the subject, its bearings and applications are
- thoroughly unders%ond. | o R

IITI. THE FPACULTY
Being priﬁeipal‘and 1aigrsuperintandent,and ownery Colonel

Saunders was certainly the most important member of the in-
structional staff during his tenure at the Danville Military

.9xﬁida, Ps 6.
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Instifutai Though firm he was soft spoken, meking his desires
known without raising his voice. He taught mathematics;_elgﬁ
cutiaag English, drawing, engineering, and modern langusages,
He was Qﬁite fond of mathematies, having originated several
pet thacries eoncerning the subject,lc His students toak no
1iceﬁse with him during the course of thelr student-teacher
relaﬁibuship; Though a helpful, interesting and wlse teacher,
he was ever a firm one who aﬁpaated big achievements from his
classes and who knew at all times exactly what was going on in
his classrooms. He had a babit which proved disconcertingly
baffling to his classes, the secret of which he did not re-
veal wtil many years after he left Danville. In the course
of teaching mathematics he was obliged to draw certain dlagrams
and drawings on the blackboard from time to time. Rather
than face the blackboard, leaving his class unobserved as

most teachers didy he would turn sideways so that his right
hand had access to the blackboards Without looking he then
proceeded to construct drawings and diagrams, the perfecticn
of which was a constant source of wonder and admiration among
the students and faculty during his tenure at the Danville
Military Institute. while draving he never %ook his ayes

off the classy thus he had them constantly under his careful
observation. In later years the explanation proved to be a

101 terviow, Frank Edvards Saunders, July 7, 1959.
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simple one indeed. It seemed that the Colonel wore rather .
thick glasses., Standing so that the light formed a reflection
on the glass lenses he was able to do two things at onéa;
construct diagrams on the blackboard and observe his eclass at
the same time 1t |
- The faculiy was never a monumental one as far as numbers
were:cencerned. It generally numbered from four to six during
the périOd»frcm‘1890 to 1902, Colonel Saunders had complete
respcﬁéibility for selecting the faculty. Good charaet@ré,
high‘échclarship and teaching expérience vere blg considerw
atioﬁsrin the selection of the faculty. Since the men had to
1live in the gquarters with the cadets 1t was necessary that
they bé men of a high order. In searching for information
acnéérning ths faculty several items of interest were noted.
The teacﬁar turn-over wvas falrly rapid. They would remain
cnly‘é few yearss. Apparently the process of hiriﬁg teachers
vas something of an uncertain business, for in several in-
stances the catalogs revealed blank spaces for teéchers of
certaln subjects when printed. ILater their names were ine
serted in longhand, It was almost impossible to 1earﬁ«fr0m
‘reliable sources which degrees were held by the faculty members.

In‘thé catalogs generally the only information given was thedir

C lrpid.
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names and the schools from which they graduated. However in
Igggﬁggg}g for 1899 some degrees were given, |

Tables I through IV, found on pages 22~25;'list the
faculty members for the following sessionst 11890~91~ 1891-925
’ 1895a96- 1898-99, The names of each faculty member, their
- alma mater and the subjects they taught are given. '

% xm Tmzmmmmmmr‘ i

During the tenure of CGolonel 3aundera the enrallment of
tha Banville Military Inatitute grew stea&ily. He began with
| fortynfonr 1n February 1890, By 1898-99, the enrallmenﬁ-waa‘
ninety ﬁtudents, the 1argest of the pariad 1890~1902. Mach
- of the credit for this was dua Colonel Saunders but the nhaii~v
- man ef the Board, Colonel E. Ba wzthsrs ably supported and
advised him during this peried, -

B Batween 1890 ané 1902 the Danville kﬁlitary Instituﬁe
grew from a mere day schaal tu a military institute racngnized
by the Uar Dapartment, having a full time commandant, and
ha?ing known cadet representatives from eighteen states, one
’féreign country and the District of calumbia; However, most
| of the students came from Denville, Virginia.

Table V indicabtes the numbers of students sttending the
Danvills Milltary Institute during its first two years of

12Th@ Scout, Published by the Cadets of the Danville Mﬁlitary
Institute (Da anville, Virginla: The Trundle Printery, 1899, peBe
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TABLE I

'FACULTY AND OFFICERS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1890~9113

aub;}ect?' |

Name = . Alma Mater
T. H, Saunders Virginia Military Mathematies,
Principal Institute elocution
Captain J. Jott Virginia Military Anclent and
MeCormick Inatitute modern
Commandant : languages
. . and tactics;
A. G Parr ﬂniversity of Nashville English and

‘ Secratary of Facnlty'

Frank nawsvn

Norman W. H., Schafer

Rastman Business ‘gommercial
Gollege course
Hampden~5ydney Natural
Sciances
Royal Conservatory of  Music

Musie, Stuttgart,
Germany

Ps 24

13prosvectus of the Danville Mlitary Institute, 1890...91,
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PABLE II

FA{’J‘GZ}L'I‘Y ﬁﬂD OFFICERS FOR THE SCHOQL YEAR 1891~921 h.

’ Hama . Alma mbor  Subject
I H. Saunders Virginia Military ' Mathematics,
‘ Superintendent‘, ~Institute | ~ drawing
| anginaering
Gapts Re Ts Goodwyn  Virginia Military Mathematics,
Commandant Institute = alocution
R o and tactics
A* G. Parr ' ﬁhiVQrsity of Nashville English,
secratafy of Faculty  FEasiman Business commerclal
- College course
Frank‘ﬂawsen Hamp&enesydnay | Ancient

languages

 Dvgatatop of f the Danville Military Institute, 1891-92, pe 3.
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S TABLE ITI |
FACULTY AND OFFICERS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1895 9515

Name  Alma Mater sumeu_'
T. He Saunders . . Virginia Mllitary  English,
Superintendenh ‘ Institute : modern
, AR - languages
First' Lieut?enant J‘ » Co Unite& States _ Military -
Byron !filita,ry Academy seclence and
Cormandant . - | . - tactles
‘Thomasr ltilliamsan 'UniVe:esity of Virginia Anclent
. T : L : * languages,
. LR _ draving
Cs W Watts . Virginia Midtary Mathematics,
o , Instiﬁute natural
| o science
L« Bs D'Armond UniVex'sity of Tannessee Commercial
. Knoxville Business de;oarment

College

15¢atalog of the Danville Military Institute, 1895-96, p. 3.
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e TARLE IV e
 FACULTY AND OFFICERS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1898-9910

Name © Alma Mater = Subject
T, H. Saunders = Virginia Military  Mathematics;
' Buperintendent - Institute elocutiony
We W. Ballard, Jr, Virginia Military  Natural
- Commandant Institute , ~ gclencey
L : English and
, tactics '
W, M. Adams Hampden-Sydney Ancient
o spacial work languages,
University of : English
- Virginia - L
Andrew Kempsa = Gustavus Adolphus Commarelal
o College branches,
: stenography
typewriting
Ee L. Scharf : Parls Conservatory French,
of Music German,
‘ ' - muslc
8. Je Hurt Virginia Milltary Mathematies,

Institute ‘ Bnglish

16ty Scout, Published by the Cadets of the Danville Military
Institute (Danvilles The Trundle Printery, 1899), p. 8.
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- TABLE V
ENROLLMENT BY STATES AT THE DANVILLE MILITARY INSTITUTE
FOR THE PERIOD 1889-9117 |

Staﬁa Session Sesglon Tobal
o 1889-90 1890-91
Flopida | 1 1
T1liinois 1 1
North Carolina 2 5 -. 7.
Virginia 48 73 121
Total - 50 | - 80 1130

| (gpr.csg ectus of the Danville Military Institute 1890-91,
Do “ . )




27

oporations It includes resldent sﬁn&enés ag woll as towmn
students. It should also be noted that by Februsry 5, 1890,
when Colenel Saunders began teaching at the Danville Mmle
.‘ﬁe&&emy aix students had left, reducing the anrcllmanh fram
figty ta farﬁwaeur« SR TR |

Table VI found on page 28, givea the amrﬁllmanﬁ far the
last fauy years of Colonal Saunders? temuras I will be
'netaﬁ %haﬁ the numbors of students and the ataﬁas frmm'whiah
. , %h&y nama had 1ncreaﬁa& markodlys

L Ve THE MILITARY ASPECT ~
" The great value which Colonol Saunders attached to &
miliﬁary corps of cadets was shown when he said,
" The attrition of a corps of cadets is of the
greoatest valuve in reducing self coneelt, wearing
0Ef roughnessy adjusting peoullaritics anﬁ cultie
vating habitg of zentleness, courtesy and mutual
forbearance 8
He haﬁ graaﬁ faiﬁh in ﬁhia typa of scheel and during bis
tanu?a tho Danville Militavy Institube vas strietly a milie
tary schools The tight militory schedule observed by the

cadets tonded to point oub this fact,

SCHEDULESY
6130 aems ﬁeveilia
F:00 Inspection
£10 freakfash

23100 Sick e¢all

18%:; B 2.5»,
191bid., pe 164
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TABLE VI
ENROLLMBNT BY STATES AT THE DANVILLE MILITARY INSTITUTE
FOR THE PERIOD 1898-19022° |

‘Staté' . Bession Session Session Session Total
L 1898-99  1899-1900 1900-0L  1901-02

Arkansas . 4 o : 1
Colorado ' ‘
Georgia
Kentucky
Maryland
Mississippi
Montana
New Jersey
North carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Tennesses
Texas S
Virginia 65 64 Y
District of
Columbla
West Virginia
Cuba

PO OVGER

Lt B B DAL Ot S
Sow ooliB

DY = PO
FHER o
T Al R oW

ety
%
ol

il pad T

Total | % 8 68 75 319

: 2°Roberﬁ Russell néeiy "A History of the Private Secondary
Schools of Danville, Virginia” {(Unpublished Masber's thesis,
The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1939), b 173.°
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8 0 aem. Prayers

g Recitations and study
103 5 Inspoction
11300 Recitations and study
2300 pem, Dinner
2:40 Reports to cormandant
L:00 - Drill -
5100 Call to barracks
6300 Retreat :
6315 Supper
7315 Study
9330 Tattoo
9350 Pirst taps
10300 Taps

Q‘Ehis schedule was changed but 1ittle during the yearé.l'

The Danville Milltary Instltute received the $anctinn and
appréval of the Unlted States government. There were only
threé suah schools in the siate and one hundred in the United
statés;k An officer from the active 1list of the regular army |
was detailed tb give instructlon in military subjects. The
of fiser sent by the government served as commandant and took
charge of the discipline of the cadets. He was a member of
the fgeulty¢ The government also provided the school with
arms and materials for instruction,>t

Under the rules of the War Department instructicn was
glven in the followingt: infantry'arill, artillery dr111§ small
arms'pracﬁica, signaling, and camping¢22
Though young, the commandants were generally men of a

. ;1.@.%1:.&%.% of the Danville Milftary Institute, 1895-96, pp.
y Je | ~
2111d., pe 27
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high order. Since many young men graduated from military
school while still twenty years old and since commissicns in
. the regular army were not granted until age twentymane, the
young*man often found it profitable to tak@wa~job'until“called
intatthavservicaa Often they would take jJobs at military
schabis'as'inaﬁrubtﬁrsﬁ' Several such young men were employed
at tb9'nanviila Miitary Tnstitute.>3 o |

The commandants who served during Colonel Saunder's ten-
ure weret |
Major J. Jett MeCormick
Mejor R. Te Goodwyn
: Fir3t,Lieutenant He Cabaniss
~?ir3t Lieutenant J. €. Byron
Lieutenant F. C, E&rshéll
Captain ¥, W. Ballard
Lieutenant G. C. Marshally Jr.
of theée mar several were more outstanding than others,
Lienﬁenant Cabaniss was largely responsible for drawing up
the first booklet of Cadet Military Regulations in 1892.Qh
Lieutenant Byron wes much loved and respected by his students.
This was exemplified when the cadets ﬁre&anted to his son,

‘23351:5@111@'&?9 We Je Dance, Jr., July 16, 1959,

gl*ae%ulatians For the Government of the Danville Military

%ggti ute lDanv 1le, Virginiat Dance Brothers and Company,
g Do Ls
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Joseph Ce Byran; Jr»; a minature uniforn completely like that
of his father. Lieutenant Byron vas a hard worker ‘and many.
vimpravements were nated during his tenure. One of his milie
tary. prejects was the digging of the sewer 1ina from the ¢ity
system out to the banville Military Institute. BVBry Friday
afternoon he would march the cadets down Main Street inta
the heart of Danville much to the delight of the local touns-
peaﬁié«' After 1eavzng the Danville Military Institute Lieu~
tenant Byran participated in the engagament on San Juan Eill h
'in the Spanish-mericen Var.?? Lt. G. C. Marshall, Jr. vas
rememberea a8 being qnite strict and as the ccmmandant whn
taught the cadats a complicateﬁ buk shavy system of drill 26 |

,.Xn tha_aanual spring army inspactian,,the Danville Miliavf
tary Institute at one time rankeé 3&5% below'the Virginia |
Hilitary'xnstitute and Jjust ahead af the Vﬁrginia Pulytechnie"
Insti tute. 2’

Qadet 1ife was rlgozaua. The uniform.wasfwern at all

times in neat fashien‘ One's room, one's body, one's habits
and’ Qns*s_lamguaga wera éxpected to be immaculately cieaﬁ‘aﬁ

all times. Roon orderliés‘wera ?csted'each week. Bach cadet

‘25interview, Mre James T, Catlin, Jre, Sulyvls, 1959,
gszntervieW3‘ym‘.w; Ja Daneey Jrs, July 16, 1959.
27Mterview, Mr. James T. Catlin, Jr., July 16, 1959.
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dld hls share of the work involved in cleaning their rooms,
ﬁbedienée:aad‘pnnctuality were also demanded»‘7Liqﬁ6r;‘tcbaccmgn“
: praf‘énity, | and disrespectful observance of the Sabbath were . ...
not tolerated, Punishments ranged from confinement to rooms
to dismissal. There. were three roll calls each day. Drill
periads ranged from forty-five minutes to one hour and a half.
Cadets were marched to and from the mess hall end dlaSSes.as
The eorps'of cadets was divided into two companies and a band.

’rﬁhmugh S8partan in character the 1life of a cadeb waé:not
w:!.ﬂiéu‘ﬁ its vevards. In what 1ittle free time the ocadets
had often they 'fre‘qi:entéd & nearby house of business known
as dét‘e‘woodf’s' Btore. It was reached by a path going through
the forest at the rear of the school. Here they enjoyed
candy, crackers and cheese, in such amounts as their allow

ances would parmit.29

. “VI HE ACADEDEIG asrECT |

M‘. tha seaan& meat;ing af the assmiaticn, held in Nash»-
vil:!.e, Tennessae, in Novamber 1896, the Danville zfﬁ.litary
In titu‘te vas admitted as a member cf the Assaciatinn of

Gollegas ane‘i Prapamtary Schnols of the Sowthern Sta‘i‘.es.??o»

atiens for the GWernment of the anville Militar
%nstﬁn%e (Danvil T—" “Dance Brothers and Gompany, 1892), DDe
gglnﬁerview Hugh Keene Edwar&s, June 20, 1959. o '
30 Robert Russell Eeslyin'*a History of the Private 8ecsnc‘lary

Schools of Danville Virg (Unpublished Master's thesis,
the University of hgznia, Géarleﬁtesville, 1939), p. 125,
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"The~curriculum offered gave boys sufficient preparation for
the Unlted States Military Acadenmy, tha Naval Academy,: college,
‘~uniVarsity and business life. _ .
| The courses of study pffered in the session 1890—91 weres
a preparatnry.eourse, the complete course and a commercial ‘
‘cﬁursa;5*ﬁnﬁrance examinations were not required. Elocution
iwasgﬁgnght as were‘higher‘mathematics§‘surveying, mining;,'
.aivil;éngineéring, machanics, mineralogy, gaology; astrahomy,
. physiology, botany and mental and moral philosophy. It is not
N knawﬁ~hnw5well or hovw often these latter courses were taughﬁ.
\Thay‘#ére intended for those students who had finished the
complé%a course and desired to go ahead. Semi-annual examihg
stions were held and diplomas Were given. In the Spriﬁg ﬁthé
desiring i% weré taken By & faculty member on an instructiVé
trip to such clties as Washington, Richmond or New York City. -
" In the next school seSSion, 1891-92, there was 1ittie_
chénge in the ¢ourses of study. There wére the same prepa=-
‘tory, complete and commercial courses. The commercial course
" embraced &nuhle'entry'bnekkeeping; business arithmeti¢§ panél,;
‘manship, commerclal law, business correspondence and the hand-
" 1ing of commercial papers. ‘Stenography and typewriting were
taught, Fmphasizing its importance in the earlyxdaysg pénmanw
ship recaived geparate coverage and descriptienuin the old
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Institute catalogs, Gold incentive medals were;giVen:in;English,'
' 'mathamétics, Lating Greek, French, German; general scholarship
. and peﬁmanship by Colonel Saunders, . A literary society was
; farmed vhich had a large and beautiful hall for its axclusive
uses ~During this session, 1891~92, New York was delsted
: frﬁmwthe~list~uf cities visited on the spring instruectional
,,trip?and the city of Norfolk was added. Also & speclal course
in chemistry was added at this time.32 ‘ | ,g””
Buring the session 1895-96 the studles were divided as
: foliﬁwg to accommodate four classes: of boys: ,
1, Classical course to prapare for the classical de-
1partmant of a college. \
Seientific course to prepare for a scientific
schoal including uhe United States Military Acadamy'and the
Ha?al Academya ' '
3‘ The English coursa to prepara those who did not ex-
peat to finish college. ' '
4, The commercial course %o prepare for business 1ife.
i'ﬁy this time realistic training in banking had been added
to the commercial eaurse to complement the existing theurﬁtieal

‘department and practical department. 33

51 f%ﬁ gwtmnmﬁnamymmxmﬁmm,wm@%pm

L 32¢gtalog of the Danville Military Institubs, 1895-96, Dpe
g2l
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A listing of the cbursasifor~tbe year 1899-1900 1s given
in Table ViI on page 36, 34 | , ‘
| In adaitinn to athletic contests with the following
?SChonls: ﬁartinsville Military . Academy, Roanoke Gollege, “’
* Bellevue ‘High Schocl, Alleghany Institute, Virginla Polytech-
‘nignlnstitute, Guilford College and the Greensboro Base Ball
CIﬁhifééVeral student c¢lubs or societles were mentioned, Among
~“themf§eref“’a‘Lawn Tennis Assoclation, the Cadet Literary .
;Society, the' Danville Military Institute Glee Club and band.
AW crchestra was anticipated for the year 1900.35

R ViI. THE ADMiNIbTRATIOW , ,

, Buring the period 1890 to 1903 elements of the adminis«
tratipn pf‘the‘Danville Military Institute changed very little.
| This»wés largely dus to the fact that one man filled the
role of superintendent. 'It was alsavdue to the faet that
 tﬁe f&cnlty and stndeﬁt body rémained fairly constant during
this periad, and the courses cffered each year changed but
little. ‘ |

Colanal aunders‘waa the deciding factor in who was ad«:

mitted to the schcnl. No student who might exercise an

Buﬁeely, PP Gi'ta, Pu 166’

357he Seout Published by the Cadets of the Danville Mili-
‘cary Tnstitute (Danvilles The Trundle Printery, 1899), PP.

 3§ 50‘



TABLE VII

36

A LIST oF COURSBS OFFERED DURING THE SESSION 1899*1900

Bnglish Courss
Arithmetic
"Algebra to
© Quadratices
History-English-
- History-General
English~Advanced
Spelling .
‘?enmanship

Algebra~Advanced
Geometry~Flane
Rhatorie
Literature
Civil Government
World Analysis
‘Fenmanship

Geometrthalid
‘qrigonometry

French or German

Physics
Literature
Synonyns
. Panmanship

FOURTH CLASS

Classical Course

Latin

‘Arithmetia
" Algebra to Quadratics

History-English
History~General
Spelling =
Penmanship

' PHIRD CLASS

© Latin

Algebra-Advanced
Geonetry-Plane
Rhetoric

‘Literature

World Analysis

' Penmauship

SECOND CLASS

Latin and Roman
History

Greek

Trigonometry -
French or German
Physics |
Literature
Synonyms
Penmanship

FIRST CLASS

Analytiéal Geometry Latin and Roman

French or German

ahﬁvﬂhemistrywsanargl

Literature
Moral Phllosophy
,.Elacution o

History

French or German

Greck and Greclan
History

Literature .

- Moral Philosophy

Elocntion :

a;Scientific Ccursa'

Latin

Arithmetie
Algebra to Quadratics

History-English
History-General

- Spelling
'Penmanship

 Latin

AlgebranAdVanced
Gaometry~Plane
Rhetoric
Literature

World Analysis

Penmanship

Goometry~Solid
Prigononetry

French

Literature
Drawing-frechand
Syronymns
Penmanship

Analytical Geometry
 French

Chemistry-General

Titerature

DraWing~MEchanieal

~ Elocution .
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injurious effect was retained. Only those who presented ade-
quate credits and recommendations were admitted. Because the
school was a private one it could afford to restrict admls-
sionse Applicants for admission were elassifiled according to
the credits presented. Residence of at least one year was
required befora a diploma was granted, |
 In addition to teaching, keeping a study hall and ad-
ministering the school, Colonel Saunders, an Episcopaliah;
was'réspsnsible for the religious life of the school. Tha
Danvilié Military Institute was non-sectarian. Each Sunday;
cadets were required te attend the church of thelr cholce,
whila}each day was begun with chapel exercises consisting of
Bivle readingsrand prayers. Colonel Saunders always took
charge of the chapel services. On one occasion, as a prank;
one of the cadets: took the Colonel's Bibles The next day
the Colonel stepped onto the platform to open the chapel
axercises and found his Bible missing., Calmly he looked up
at his audience and began to recite perfectly from memory
the Bible selection for the day, much to the astonishment of
the group. After prayers he then gave an impromptu lecture
on the worth of the Bible not only as a source of great liter-
ature, but as & source of great moral benefli as well. He
coneluded by stating that someone realizing these benefits
had taken his Bibla to use for their own spiritual and ine
tellectual improvement. But since the Bible had been a gift
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of his mother he greatly desired to have it returned. So he
suggested that if the person who had taken his Bible would
return ity he would personally buy him a new ones The next
morning arrived with the Bible in its appointed placeuBG '
. The Board of Trustees had absolute control of the Danville
Military Institube from 1890 to 1895, Thelr wishes were carw
mied?éut by the superintendent, who enjoyed a co-operative.
relationship with the Board during this period. In 1895
ﬁalonéi Saunders leased the property and operated the school
using the Board of Trustees as:an,advisory‘board.37, n May
19, 1899;iﬁalsnela3anndars bonght for $8,150,00 the Danville
¥ilitary Instltute at auctlon from H. Re. Miller, He W. cha;
Ms P, Jorden, Fs X« Burfbon, and Eugene Withers administrator
for E. B. Withers;38 From then until 1902 he was in complets
gontrol of the schools The school had besn experiencing
some financial difficultles and the estate of Es Be. Withers
vas in the process of settlements>’ “ |
Previous to purchase of the Institute, on February 5
1898, Colonel Saunders sold to Mr. 8. E. Fdwards for $400.00
cash the site of the o0ld Danville Male Academy on co;quhcun

3interview, Mr, Frank Rdvards Saunders, July 7, 1959.

371he geout Published by the Cadets of the Danville Military
Instifule (Danville: The Trundle Printery, 1899), p. 1l.

38Deeﬁ Book llQ (county‘of’Pittsyivania), Ds 259;
39Danvillg Register, January 5, 1899.
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street wﬁich he had bought from Mr..A. L. Duncan on January
31, 1890,

In addition to the Danville Military Institute, Colonel
‘Saunders, at various times, purchased other pleces of real:
estate in panville. He had purchased the 1ot on Park Avanue
“1n 1890, In 1893 he paid $150.00 for a lot on College AVG~

40 Agaiu in 1899 his wife, Marile N. Saunders paid ¢1,700.0Q

'fsr anether lot on Callage Avanue‘ul

' The year 1901 found Colsnel Saunders' health in a poor
5tate.%2 A5 time passed no improvement was noted so he de-
cided to sell his interests in Danville and return to his
| hoﬁé in Northern Virginia: Thus on February 27, 1902 a deed
was drawn up between him and his wife and Horace Campbell
and Clament A+ Sydnor for the sale of the Danvilla Eﬁlitary
. Institute. It was soid for $20,000.00 with Colonel Saunders
retaining the privilege of remaining at the Institute until
| June 5,'1902.k3 Later that year on June 1y 1902, when pay=
ment of $17,500.00 in notes was made, Colonel Saunders re-

leased his claim to the praperty.h#

“Qnead Book 102 (County of Pittsylvania), p. 30L.
‘ theed Book 109 (County of Pittsylvania), Pe 298,

Y21nterview, Frank Edvards Saunders, July 7, 1959.
¥3poed Book 114 (County of Pittsylvania), p. 129.

¥peed Book 115 (County of Pittsylvania), p. 209,
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 After returning to his home, Colonel Saunders later en=
: gaged in the mineral and timber business vwith his hrcther

William H. Saunders in Washington, D. G.hg

Thus ended the history of the Danville Military Institute
from 1890 to 1902, probably 1%s most continnously‘successful

perind.

#5Intarview, Frank Edwards Saunders, July ?5 1959,



, CHAPTER V
THE DANVILLE MILITARY INSTITUTE SINCE 1902

1*Af§erv601ane1 Saunders left in 1902 the history of Danw-
vili§ g1litary Institute exhibited a series of altarnatg: |
successes and failures until the end finally came in 1939.
This’yérind_af thirty~seven years can be divided into several
smaller periods: Danville Military Institute, 1902-1906;
Danviile School for Boys, 1908-1918; Danville Military Instie
ﬁute§’1919~1932;'V1rgin1a Prasbyterian School, 1933~1936§
' Danville Mlitary Institute, 1936-1939.

celonel Saunders seemed to have a great deal of cohfiw

dence in his successors .t

In transferring my property interests in the
Danville Military Institute, I wish to say a word
in regard to my sucecessors.
Having been the prime mover in the organization
-~ and development of the institution, it is natural
that I should desire its continued success. It is
a source of greabt satisfactlony therefore, to feel
that it is to be in charge of %wo capable gentlemen
as Captain Campbell and Captain Sydnor, both of
vhom are by taste, habits, education, experience and
cultivation, eminently fi%ﬁea to discharge the
rosponsibllities of their position and to add greatly
to the success already attained, I most heartily
- commend them to parents in search of a school where
their sons will receive every benefit to be derived
from careful training and constant contact with
these who possess character of highest integrity.
: I. H. Saunders

1§anVillg Register, June 5, 1902.
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Captains Sydnor and Campbell operated the school jointly
in 19021903, Captain Campbell had a Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins
University while Captain Sydnor had received his education
from Hampden-Sydney College and South Carolina Coliegé;' Both
possesdsed one #aaé afvteaching pxperience at the Danville
Military Institute. | | | .

7f1§‘1903~190#3 due .t0 poor health, Captain Campbell ceased
to serve as a principal and became secretary and general
agents Captain Sydnor continued as principal until he re-
signed in the fall of 1905, leaving the school in the charge
of Captain Campbell. His poor health plus an erratic dis-
position®=-not 4o mention increasing financial difficulties
and certain irregularitles in the administration of the school--
forced it to eiase about two weeks before the end of the regular
session in 1906.

Unfortunately, during the tenure of these two gentlemen
there had been a drop in enrollment of town students and a
notlceable relaxation of discipline accompanied by a lowering
in morele.s Apparently not all of Colonel Saunders! early
optimism was justified by later performence. |

‘During this period the faculty consisted of six or seven
teachers, A nev gymnasium was added and enlargements: and

2Interview, W. J. Dance, Jr., Danville, Virginia.
31pid.
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improvements were made on the laboratories.

Once mors the Danville Military Institute; as an operw
ating institution, passed from the scene from 1906 to 1908,
There;ﬁaé an indebtedness on the property and buyers were
reluctant to comnit themselves, S

- #In 1908 a group of local citizens raised the money to
payiafﬁrﬁhe mortgage and organized themselves as the Board of
Trustéés of the Danville 3chool For Boys. ihe Board in-
cludeds William P. Boaturight, President; A« B. Carrington,

Ha B;{?itzgeralay'aﬁ ﬁ;‘James, 3. Pemberton Penn, James S.
Pritehett, and Ta 8. Willlamson.? Mr. William Holmes Davis
was appointed superintendent and the schopl opehed in September
1908, | | |

Mr. Davisrhad had wlde educatlonal experience in Horth
Carolina before he came to Virginiaw-his native state. Here
he was Principal of Randolph Macon Institute for elght years
and Superintendent of Publie Schools in Danville.

‘Work of high caliber was done at the Danville School.
Its graduates entered advanced classes in colleges and uni-
versitless The Danville School for Boys was elected to member-
ship in the Southern Association of Accredited Schools and

Colleges, which met in Rnoxvilley Tennessee, on November 7,

uﬂagan, ops git., p. 82,
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1913‘5 By 191% only two graduates of the Danville School for
Boys had not entered a college or university. The folidwing»
institutions recognized the qualified graduates of tho Danville
Schﬁb1~for Boys by awarding scholerships at this times ﬁhi;b

. versity of Virginia, Washington and Les Uhivarsity, Hampéenm
Sydney Collegey and Tulane University.

The Danville School apparently was something of an ex=
Hclusiva school, Tuition and living expenses: for boarding
stpdégtsﬁwas;%#ﬂﬂ per sessicn.6.~0f a faculty of six;»ail;"
’butiﬁne had Bachelor's degrees while two held Master's dew
graaag  The curriculum showed a predominantly academic course
of stu&y. Four years of Latin were offered, two years cf
Frenchy five years of history, one year of German, and one
_ year'nf.ﬁreek.‘ No commercial course was cffered.7 |

 Numbering 67 in 1912, the enrollment had trebled since
September of 1908, It continued to grow until 191415, but
from then on enrcllments £61l, As a result, the school closed
in the spring of 1918, | |

Mre Davis went to Norfolk, Virginia where he entered
- business, In 1956 he passed away.s | |

séatalcg of the Bagville School 191k (Lynchburgs C. P.
Bell Company)s Pe 1

61114, . 21,
" 714, PP. 26—27.

" Bposteard from Mrs. William Holmes Davis to Robert E. Eduarﬁs,
J'une 25 » 1959-
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During the First World War the flu epidemic found the
building of the Danville School for Boys belng used as an
eémergency hospital., Containing fifty beds and having nurses
and_a_resident physician, the building once nore proved to be
a boon to the people of Panville. . ,

When the school closed in 1918 it had a $12,000,00 mort-
gage én ite lLater that year when it was sold at public auve=-
tion it wag bought by a group of Danville cltizens. These
interested citizens end alumi were desirous of re-establish-
ing the old Danville Military Institute, Thus, with Colonel
Re A+ Burton as Superintendent, the Danville Military Institute
anee~ﬁore'cpaned on September 17, 1919, The Board of Trustees
ineludeds Malcolm K. Harris, H. Bs Watkins, R. A. Schoofield,
Jde Me Loy, Geo?gafa. Lea, Colonel A« B. Carrington, T. S,
Wwilliamson, R« A James, H. M. Martin, Frank Talbob, J. M.
Seagery W. P. Boatwright, C. G. Holland, John T. Watson, and
Julian Jordan.9

The year 1919-20 proved to be perhaps the most oubw
standing year in the history of the school for there wera
12% students enrolled from seventeen states. This glory did
not last however, for after thls the enrollment fell until
it reached 100 by 1921-22., As was so very often the case

Robert Russell Neely, YA History of the Private Secondary
Schools of Danville, Virginia® (Unpublished Master's thesis,
The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1939), ps 136.
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the school was experiencing financlal difficulties. Then
_too, the mess hall burned at this time. Meanwhile negotlations
ha&:baan golng on with the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
Virgihia relative to their assumption of the operational re-
. spngsipilities of the school. Hoplng to perpetuate the school
even}aﬁvthe risk of perhaps losing money themselves, the
trustees, the Danville Chamber of Commercei and local busim
ness 0?ganizati0ns donated, free of deblty the plant of the
instituts‘to the Synod, after having pald off the mortgage.
The only stipulation was that the Synod maintain a high grade
school for boys. L B

© The Institute was controlled by a Board of Trustees,
composed of fifteen men who were elected by the Synod. Colonel
We M. Kempery a Virginian and graduate of Hampden~Sydney
College, was chosen Superintendent of the newly organiged
Danville Military Institute. GColonel Kemper had taught two
years at the Shennandoah Valley Academy, at Winchester,
© Virginia. He was Superintendent of Bethel Academyy near
Warrenton, Virginia for eight years, and he had been Presi-

10 Needless

dent of Palmer College in Florida for ten years.
to say, the new Superintendent brought with him a wide back-
ground of experience. It was to find ample use in the years

ahead,

10714, , pe 240,



That the Danville iflitary Insﬁitute was first and
foremost a military school was an evident fact. It had‘re~
ceived‘Uhited States Government recognition twice in the
| past, ‘once under Colonel Saunders and once under Colonel
Burtan. This recognition brought with it not only a cortain
‘honéf;~but also a Professor of Military Science and Tactics
plug aﬁns and munitions for the Cadetst use., From thé‘bé#'
"ginning, the Presbyterians put such emphasis on Christian
| morals and the developmant of a noble Christian character o
'that it seemad inevitable tbat eventually some conflict would
arise betueen an emphasis on things military and on things

Christnlike. Tbe passing years proved this to be the ease. :
a ‘ ‘From 1919 to 1928 the course of study ¢OVered a period
"qf six'years; Tt was divided into two years of lower work
‘anﬁ four years of secondary work, Later the lowest grade
was discontinued and still later a post g?aduate course was
‘ offered. Sixteen units were required for graduation. These
nnité were divided among the following courses: three in

English; three in mathematics, four in foreign languages,
M’tws in history, two in seience, and two in electives. Though
not unit courses, military selence and Bible were required.
A study of the course offerings showed that French and
Spanish appeared for the first time.
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- In 1928, the University nf'Virginia; Washington and
Lee Unlversity, Hampden-Sydney Collegé andtTuiane University
awardedsscholarships to qualified.graduatés of'the~néﬁ#ille
"Militéry,lnstitntea During the'same‘year'tha_COIIBge of.
williaﬁian&-ﬂary and Roanoke College added their scholarships
'-rta éﬁgﬁlist of schools recognizing the graduates pf the Dane
*'vilia_ﬁilitary-Institu#e. In 192% a scholarship in honor of
’Golanel:Isaan'B. Saundars, origina1 founder of the Instiﬁute§
vas established, but it vas discontinued later in 1932 vhen
wilitary training was dropped. The Lions Club of Danville
prnviéed’a scholarship for a resident of Pittsylvania
County. From 1928 to 1932 the Board of Trustees gave scholar-
‘ships %o deserving students who needed financial halp.lz
Academically, the Institute was rather 0utstanding;v
Based on the success of its graduates in 1927 in institue
tions of higher léarning, the school stood second among the
military schools in the South which were members of the Ase
sociation of Military Schools and Collsges in the United
States. Based on the success of its graduates in 1927 in
| institutionstﬁf higher learning the school rankad seccnd among
the preparatory schools in Virginia which were mambers of
the Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the

21p1d,, p. 264
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Southern States, of which the Danville Military Institute had
been & member since 1923. 13 |

.- The Institute did not receive the support from the Synod
1t naaded.1“ This fact was made known to the Synod. ~ Inm-

mediatgly_ﬁhe question of compulsory military training in a
,cburéh;school was ralsed, In 1931-32 the enrollment began to
drop,. This fact, plus the usual financial difficulties did -
not deter the Synod from discontinuing the military system
despite haated protest from alumni, In the fall of 1933 the
Institute became the Virginila Presbyterian School,

- ~_‘A‘fter soma soul-searching the Synod three years later
ordered the trustees to restore the military title. But the
damape had been dona. In changing the name from the Danﬁille :
Military Institute to the Virginla Presbyterian School; the
military following of the school had beéen rebuffed, In
changing the name back to the Danville Military Institute
the friends of the Virginia Presbyterian School had been
GhGQkQﬁgisy Then too the depression was in progress and World
War II was approaching,

Colonel W, M, Kemper resigned as Superintendent of the

Danﬁille‘ﬁilitary Institute, January 15, 1938 to become

- Bgpia., pp. 24, 2.
11‘}{%&7.13 ___Ea Gi‘tu, Pe 82,
15interview, Robert Russell Neely, July 16, 1959.
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executive secretary to Governor James H. Price of Virginia.lé

Colonel Thomas Wilborny a member of the staff since 1931, took
cha:rg»a of the Institute. ' .

éfo 1937 the Institute had acquired a mortgage of $59;000.00,
On Féﬁruary 75 1938 the Synod of Virginla of the Southern Pres-
bytérian Church voted to sell the Danville Military Institute
to ths,Hughas Memorial School in Danville, Virginiag'another
schocliéffiliated with the Presbyterian church, Since the
Hughés'school held a large part of the mnrtgage,,$50;000;00 ,
in.fat;t'; the final agreement was that the Danville Military
Institute was to go to the Hughes School in exchange for a
cancellation of the debtal7

The Danville Military Institute was bperated for the

school year 1938-39 under a Board of Trustees consisting of
tventy-four men with Mr. C. G, Holland, President. The
aver-present filnanclial malignaney continued to eat at the
heart of the school., It had risen and fallen, failed and
suéceéded, but now 1t was to rise no more, On a Sunday
morning early in September, 1939, a notice appeared in
a local newspaper stating that due to insufficient funds

16Hﬂgan§ Eﬂt mnj Do 83‘

17pobert Russell Neely, "A History of the Private Secondary
Schools of Danville, Virginia" (Unpublished Master's thesis,
The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1939), p. 145,



the Institute would not open that session.la

" 1Bnterview, Robert Russell Neely, July 16, 1959,

51



CHAPTER VI
OMEGA AND ALPHA

For about eighty years the Danvalle Military Institute,
in ona farm or another had rendered a rather distinguished
e&ucaﬁional service to tha peopls of the eity of Danville,
the state nf Virginia, in addition to the United States and
cértaiﬂ,foweign countries. Now it lay idle. The snap of
rifiééiaﬁ targeﬁ practice was miss ing, Main Street was no
longer the scene of prﬂudly marching cadets every Friday |
afternoen. Ho lights could be seen beaming from the terrets
. of tha;aﬁStera building on the hill, These memories plus
,manyﬂaﬁher$ vere to be found enly in the hearts of those
remaining er‘wha had been associated with the school and
in the pages of hi»tory. Where lifa had once been so vibrant
it seemed to leave the old school completely. But this was
not ﬁhe end. For soon nev and, perhaps; more timely uses
wére found for the buildings. It took on renewed 1ife once
more. After having been vacant for several years it was
used as barracks for German Prisoners of War and then rented
to engineering units as a training school.* In 1950 it
wag romodeled for use as a Technical School and as an ex-

tension branch of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute. The

'I%ean Gray Hagan, The stor of Danville (New'Ybrkt
Stratford House, 19%0 Ps
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Danville Branch and the Danville Technical Institute, spon-
sored by the state of Virginia and the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute offers the first two years of principal engineering

curricﬁla,z‘plus an array of courses ranging from electronics

to casmetalogy;3

20atalop of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute (Blackse
burgs virginia Polytechnic TﬁE%IfﬁEE"Fiinﬁing Office, 1959).

, 3Geraré Tetley, "Marshall's Glory Born in Danville,"
The Norfolk Virginian Pilot, October 8, 1950,
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APPENDIX A
PHOTOGRAPHS

JuL & s #

The Danville Military Institute, side view,
as it appeared July 14, 1959

JuL # s »

The Danville Military Institute, front view,
as it appeared July 1%, 1959



 The mess hall and infirmary, front view,
~ as it appeared July 1k, 1959

The gymnasium as it appeared July 1k, 1959
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APPENDIX B

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

TUTE.

%y Wae learn that & movement is on foot
“b eatadblish this institution on a perma-
flmtuh. The plan suggested is to give
-cehohuhip- 40 be paid for now and util-
“iged at. any time the subscribers may
“‘whh. This plm has been successfully
rsdopted by various institutions of learn-
;ing at divers times, not only in this State,
"bat elsewhere, and we hope and beliove
-1t ean-be affectsd here.
*  Daaville cannot afford to allow this in-
. gtitution to suspend.
. 'The reasons therefor sre both numer-
.ous and various. 1n the first place, to al-
Jow any sort of public enterprise that is
being auccesafully conducted in a city the
_4ize of Danville to be permanently remov-
od for the want of a little capital, is &
grest injury to the community and
, would show a lamentable want of public
spirit on the part of our peopls, but to
"allow one of our institutions of learning,
and one that ig doi such valuable
work, to be closed, Wwould, in our opin-

PIHE DANVILLE MILITARY INSTL
yaa

fon, amount to a ity. A word of
explanation mey ngt be amiss here.
The school duijdi and grounds will

have to be sold shortly for partition
amongst the owners. This is rendered
necessary by the fact that one of the pur-
ch.sers at the auction sale geveral years
ago has since died and his estate is in
process of settlement. If the present
proprietor cannot make the arrangement
auggested, there are parties here rwilling
and anxious to purchase it upon the
terms offered to establish a sanitarium
or hogpital.

While the establichment of such an in-
stitution is commendable and de .rable,
it will not take the place of the Insti-
tate.

We, therefore, hope that not only those
who have sons to educate, but those who
are interested in our ciLy, will eee to it
that the requisite amount of mopey is
raised.

(Danville Register
January 5, 18995

5::-4. HOW THE CADETS THRIVE. '

8”1» Danville Mllxtary Institute hcs en-
lod twenty-s .cn more new scholars

year than were enrolled this time last.!

9
1. J C. Leighman of Bruniwick, Ga.,
nv« Inm the city yesterday with his son
nd the son of Dr. Hugh Buford, also of.
wick, who were enrolled ax cadets|
“at the institute.,
L:¥rhe commercial department will intro-,
‘duge the new cabinet system this year and
Jhis ]la in itself a great henefit to the
00|
, The_drill started Friday with & well
g,‘)quad of new recruits who afforded
1" old scholars some amusement. This,
ever, will be different before the ses-
alon closes, as new recruits often win dril)
medals before the session ends,
~vEight members of the old band are back
snd Professor Scharf is pnpnrmg for a
splendid band this year.
R

(Danvzlle Register,.
~ September 18, T898)
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Sunday, Octobet 8, 1950

D. M. §. Commandant

\Marshall’s

In Danville
By Gerard Tetley

Danvitle,

Gen. George €. Marshal,'s recent
appointment .us’ Secretary of Dee
fense a4 the latest aten in a long
and remarkable career which be-
g£an at a Virgzinia mupta-v school
while waiting for his Armv com.
mission.
_!hny Danvilie Jnen. somie a bhit
Older than thev caje to admit,
remember Danville Militarvy Instl.
tute’s 1901 semester when Mar-
shall, with reddish halr and strik-

Ing face, came t4 the school
d straight m  Virzinia  Military
Institute

J. Allan Herman Wilis J. Dance
and Johin Overby, 4i! Danville!
n. are those
who recall Murshall as a stern
drillmas’er and discipiinurian. In
addition to puting two battalions
th manual-of-arms exercises,
he taught mathematics. history
and spelling. -

Efird Mitchell, a Danville drug-
@ist, says Marshall remained at
the scliool for only half a vear, He
entered the Army following that
le semester and began the
career that has ma:le him a doms
¢t figure In military and na
tional affairs.

" 12 he has returned to wanville,
there 18 no record of it. He has
told old friends who've seen him
‘n Washington that he has flown
over the .city many times during
the course of his duties during
World War 1I.

h

‘Was to Make Speec

.He was scheduled to make a
spesch at a Virginia Department

Glory Born

of American Legion counvention ia
Denville a few yecrs ago but his:
diplomatic trip to China prevented!
it. Gray Miller, 2 former VMI.
company captain who had been in
the tobacco business in the Orient’
for some years, saw the general
on that particular trip. !
Danville City Sgt. Holt Lyon
sees Marshaill- frequently. Lyons.
says he is admitted to Marshall's:
office ahead of high.ranking gov-!
ernment officials. !
Marshall always likes to talk of
his times in Danville, Lyon says.'
“He seems to have a warm spot
in his heart for the old town.” i
The miligary institute here
from the old Danville:

Male Academy which was in oper-,
ation before the War Between the
States. It adopted untforms dur-
ing the war and some of the teach-
ere and dets joined the Con-|
federate s. Operations during
and after hostilities were  spas-
modic but by the turn of the cen-
turLtho institute was recognized
a8 being a leading military school.
Some 73 or 80 students were
lenrolled when ' Marshall arrived.
[The schoo! was under the leader-
ship of Col. 1. H. Saunders who

part of the 19th Century.
k. Saunders was succeeded by Wil
Mam Holmes Davis, who had been
superintendent of both a Ran-

ihad been In charge since the xmex--t

General Marshall

dolph-Macon; branch and Danville
city schoois. Davis left in 1908 to
cowne to Norfolk where he is now
associated with the Dichmann,
Wright and Pugh shipping agency.

After more unsteady operation,
Preshyterian Church interests
cho~e Col. W, M. Kemper to or
ganize <& reopening after the first
World War. Kemper later served
as Gov. James Price’s secretary.

“The school performed in roles
of both a prison camp and a Na-
tional Youth Administration cen-
ter during World War II. It is
now in operation as a vocational
school, offering courses ranging
from electronics to cosmetology,
and is sponsored jointly by the
State and Virginia Polytechnic
Institute. .

Physically, the school is almost
the same as when Marshall was
drillmaster there, :

There is one change the gen-
eral's former students would. like
0 make. Hannon Schoolfield, a
former cadet now living on Long
Island, heads a committee to erect
a wall plaque honoring Marshall’s
tenure at the school. : v

. i RN
i A3t € Q.-og v e
e bd LI ) .

irginla Minte Chamber of c-ue- Fhoto

Gen. George C. Marshall, who was Army Chief of Staff
during World War 1] and twice since has held Cabinet posts,

began his career nearly half a century ago as commandant
of cadets at the old Danville Military Institute, shown above.
The building now is used for a vocational schgol.

(Norfolk Virginian Pilot)
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VITA

The author was born April 28, 1932,'1n‘?ortsmcuth; Virginia,
the cldest son efiﬁugh Kegne and Helenlpeele Bdwards. He at-
tended elamentary schools in Norfolk County and Woodrow Wilson
High School in Portsmouth, Virginia. |

- In 19%9 he entered the Virginia Polytechnic Institute,
fromVWhich he was graduated with a Eachelor of Sclence degree
in 1953, Having also received his commlssion as a second
lieuténant in the United States Alr Force at this timey he
entered active service in January of 195%, Most of his tour
of duty was spent in Japan,

When he was released from active duty he entered the
graduate schéql of the University of Richmond.

Since September of 1957 he has been employed as a class—
room teachsr with the Fairfax County Schools,
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