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PREFACE

In any argument that might arise concerning the question
of who were the greatest gunfighters of all time, the qualifil.
cations of four men to this hallowed position will nover be
questioned. Indeed, the names of Billy the Kid (Henry
McCarty), Wyatt Earp, John Henry "Doc" Holliday, and %William
Barclay "Bat" Hasterson, have become symbols for the turbu-
lent and lawless days of the 1&70's and 1&80'3.15 the Southe
west, In addition each man has been raised to a position
alongside Paul Bunyan and Pecos Bill in the evolution of the
great American ;egend.

What were these men really like? Is their story actually
a8 colorful and mythical as it has been mede to appear? The
very nature of the West with its tendency to exaggerate an
actual happening and to give 1ts inhabitants a somewhat
glorified position must 1p part shut the door to the anawers
to the above quaafions. |

In addition to the problem of valldity of the sources,

writers of weatern history must plow through the enormous



amount of matcrial writton on the West, The writings and
writers, themselves, for the most part, can be classified
into three categories. One school has sought to portray
only the finer points of a gunfighter's life. The subiect

is seen not as a superman but rather as one who was justie
fied in every action that he undertook, A second group of
writers takes the exaqt ouposite approach, trat of empha-
8lzing only the evil deeds and maliciousness which surrounded
the 11fe of the gunfighter, Still a third class has cone
cerned 1tself not merely with sticking to actual situations
as far as they are known but rather to make the sub ject under
consideration into a western legend, _

With few exceptiona the treatment of iessrs, K¥oCarty,
Earp, Hollliday, and Masterson has fallen into one and not
more than two of these classifications, The true picture of
thesé men of the froﬁtier seems to defy historical writing.
For this reason this study 1s undertaken.

The full and comblete hiographlies of these four men are
bsyond the scope of this woric, The study seeks rather to
evaluate what has been written about these four controver-
8ial figures in the hope that a more complete man will
emerge., The combining of the three categories aforementioned
w1ll be used in attempting to set down the fourth considera-
tion - the real gunfighter, The blography of each man is

comprehensive only in that 1t secks to introduce a human



being to the western scene, This study in trecating those
men will be primarily interested in the life of each man
during the 1870's and 1880%'s when the ¥West was 1In its
turbulent, lawless, and transltory stage. Iarly 1life and
subsequent death will be considered only in so far as it
may throw some light on the nature of the gunfighter, and

in order to give the blography a unity.
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CHAPTER I
THE SETTIKG

iany of the colorful tales and episodes of tho west
center around the lives of Billy the Kid, "Bat" Masterson,
"Dooc" Holliday, and ¥Wyatt Earp. Much fiction and few facts
appear in novel, movie, and history. To understand those
men, however, one needs to review tho conditions and forces
that existed in the wrst of the 1870's and '80's, when these
four products of the last frontier achieved their place in
the western sun,

Vestern history of the 1870's gnd 1880's was largely
written in five statest: Texas, Kansas, Newi{exico, Volorado,
and Arizona., The first of these is the starting point from
which arose the turbulence and lawlessness that was sub-
sequently to prevail in the states to the north and west of
her boundaries. It is in Texas that the first cattle were
asscembled and lator driven across the dhisholm and the lesser

cattle traills towards the railroad junctions in the north,
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Kansas was the terninus point for the great majority
of these cattle that were driven from Texas dufing this
period, It is here that Farp, WMesterson, and Holliday gained
considerable notlce. ‘hen the cattle frontier of Kansas
ceased to attract attention the aforementioned gentlemen
switohed their alleginnce to snother frontier, the mining
towns of Arizona and Colorado,

In dealing with Billy the Kid the state of Now Mexico
cories into central focus, This atate furnished the environe
ment which oeoﬁpied the greater part of the young gune
fighter's life. Like Texas, New Lexico attracted the wesé'a
groat gunfightér because cattlé were allowed to breed heore
and to be driven further north for éubaequent shipping to
the'beer inddstrias in the east,

The story, .hen, in cbnnection with the four men under
study 1is largoiﬁ fn terms of two of the last frontiers, the
cattle and the 5inihg. In the 1870's and '80's the silver
mining towna of Colorado and Arizona, and the cattle infested
areas in Kansas, Texas and New Mexico éervad as the environ;
ment for four men who weré to leave thelir names firmly im-

printed on the written pages of #estern history, urther



investigation of thecse areas is thus necessary in order to

properly understand the men wvhich they influenced and

conditioned.1
In 1865 the four year struggle of lorth versus South

was over; Arms were lald aside and once more the men of

both sides started homeward., The problem was not now how to

snuff out an enemy life but rather how to sustaln human life.

To the Southerners who recturned to Texas this seemed to

offer little handicap. The reason could be found in one

word, cattle. During the War with the Mississippl iiver

patrolled by Union gunboats, there was no outlet whereby

Texans could mﬁrket their cattle., 48 & consequénce the stock

had inereased faater than the surplus could be marketed,

What the Texan found on his roturn was a state full of beef

with no ready meens of turning 1c into economic gain, It

was a known fact at this time that cattle in the North and

Eagt brought ten times the price of that offered in Texas, <

1Stuart N. Lake, Wyatt Tavrp, Frontier Harshal (N. Y.:
Houghton Mifflin Compeny, 1931}, 1-387; George U, +hompson,
Bat Masterson, The Dodge City Years (Fort Hays: Kansas State
Printing Plant, 1943), 1-55; John Wyers X¥yers, Doc Holllda
(Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1955), 1-£87; Pat F. Garrett's
Authentic Life of Billy the Kid (K. Y.: ‘The Macmflihn “Yompany,
1927), 1-233, Aftorwards referred to as Fulton,

2Josaph G. MoCoy, Hlstoric Sketches of the Cattle Trade
of the Woat and Southwest (Ulendale, Californias Arthur H,
Clarke Vompany, 1940), ps 94.




What the Texan needed was , way to get these cattle to the
East with roasonable facllity and celerity.

In 1867 an Illinois cattle shipper nanmed Joseph U,
MeCoy arrived upon a plan which was to revitalize the cattle
industry. McCoy's idea was to establish at some accessible
point a depot or nmarket to which a Texas drover could bring
his stock unmolested and, there failing to find a buyer, he
could go upon the public highwaysa to any market in the
country that ho so deaired.3

This 1deaz reached frultion when in 1867 the Kansas
Pacific Rallroad reached Abilene, Kansas and thus opened up
a Northern market for Texas'! three gnd a half million cattle,.
The "cowboy era" had arrived,*

Having been provided with a means of transporting the
cattle from a point in Kansas to the meat psocking houses of
the East, the question now remacined only in finding a me thod
of depositing the l1ivestock in Kansas, This was solved by a

number of cattle trails, the moat famous of which was called

the Chisholm Trail. A cattle road named for a half-breed

Smbid. p. 112,

4Floyd Benjamin Streeter, Prairie Treils and Cow Towns
(Bostons Chapman and Grimes, 1936), p. 63.




Indian trader, Jesse Chisholm, had been started a few years
before 1867, It had run South from his rnnch near present
day Wichita to enabla traders to obtailn wabon communication
with the Indiens in Indian Territory. The maln trall,
however, ran north from Red Hiver Station across Indlan
Territory and entered Kansas near Caldwell., From here it
crossed the Arkansas Biver at Wichita and continued past the
present site of HNewton to Abilene.5

Another famous cattle road, the Goodnight-Loving Trail,
extended southwest from Fort Belknap, Texas to Horsehead
crosaing of the Pecos River, thence northwest and north along
that river to Fort Sumner and then northwest to Dnnver.s It
was over this road that John 8. Chisum, who was later
assoclated with Billy the Kid, drove his herds from lew
Mexico to his ranch in Hoswell. Having some 75,000 cows and
recognized as the largest cattle owner in the world, Chisum
sent many of these cattle to Arizona and various Hew
Hexlcan points in order to fulfill army and Indian Agency

beef contrncts.7

5ivid. p. 64.

6’oCoy, Op. cite p. 47.

7William Hacleod Raine end ¥111 C. Barnum, Cettle,

Cowboys, and Rangers (New York: Grosset and Dunlap, 1920),
p. 95,




McCoy, the prime instigator of the cattle movement,
left & vivid impression of this period of our history in his
memoirs, "Driving longhorns out of Texas to the cow towns
of the northern plains,” hevdeclhred; "ig one of tke most
significant and colorful subjects in the annals of the southe
weut. It is the narrative of 2 fronticr industry that
pointed the way to the ocoupatlons of a vast ompire
previously considered a great desert. From the close of the
Civil War until the nineties 1t attrected the attention of
the whole nation, which became familiar wlith the terms cowe
boy, stampede, six-shooter, round-up, lariat, chaps, sovbrero,
ond others connected with trading stocic over the open rgnge."a

As VWyatt Earp, Biily the Kid, "Bat" Maasterson, and "Doc™
Eolliday allvwere connected in some way with the cowboy, it
is fitting that this unique brand of American, undergo some
exanination as to his characteristics and 1life on the frontier,.
Host western historians agree that the cowboy was not
liberally educated but rather had a strong natural sense
concerning the frontier and was thoroughly drilled in the
custons of frontler 1life, The cowboy further tended to
sympathize with his own kind, He was a practicsl joker, a

teller of tall tales; inclined toward alcohol. He had an

BicCoy, op. oit. p. 17.

So——



innate sense of right and wrong and a quick and impulsive
temper. He was quick to detect an injury or insult and not
slow to avenge it nor quicl to forget it. Above all he was
free and easy and had little love fdr restraint.®

His characteristics were an outgrowth of his early home
1ife for each one grew up on a wild frontier with little or
no schools, This environment was furthor darkened by a
Civil ¥ar which had engendered Latred and suspleion in the
1ives of the Texan,1®

The dis*tance {rom the starting point at the Hed River
to the Kansas cow town was some three to four hundred miles,
Over this vast oxpanse of relatively uninhablited and drad
landscape the Texas cowboy drove his cattle to market., The
conditiong which he waa forced to meet caused him to lead a
monotonous and lonely life, The only break in kis daily

routine was the campfire and the evening stories which often

vere sacrificed for a more vitally nceded sloep.ll

91v1d., p. 127, For a thorough discuss’ion of the 1life
and tires of the cowboy and an insight gs to what he was really
like, sce Joe B, Frantz and Julian Ernest Choate, Jr., The
American Cowboy (Norman University of Oklahoma Press, 1955),
1-232, and Andy Adams, the Log of & Yowboy (M. Y.: Houghton
Hifflin Youpany, 1931), 1-324, -

10114, p. 128,

llﬁdﬂ.ma’ 92‘. c'.!.to’ Paggin,




Cne writer observed that:
“Zneh day was gso like every othar day and

ench new scene so much a repetition of the

scenos already witnessed that being adrift on

tho prairie wan aimilar to beling out at sen--1it

lef't a vajue, confused impression, After s few

days of the march, a spirit of depressﬂgn was

often noticeasbls in the entire outfit, -%

Driving cows over the various tralls wis by no means an
easy or u Safe task, The cowboy was forced to cope with
the perils of the frontier which included the ted roads,
the rouygh wenther and tho cntile stampedes., MNoreover, the
men were reguired to pass through Indisn Territory in order
to reach thoir dostinantiona. The Indians encountere:d often
deranded tributes from the cowboy as a compensation for
being allowed to transverso thelr 18“63013

The demands of the traill and the dangers that were
naturally assoainted with the frontier rendered the daily
use and sarrying of aoma'aort of firearma imperative; hence
the habitusl association with thes pilatol or rifle resulted

in many cowboys becoming proficient mnvkamen.14

12 g¢precter, op. cit., Passim,
15

Ibid., PPhe ‘70, 74, Adﬂms. Ope. clt., Passin,

14
HoCoy, op. cit,, pp. 213-214



Aftor gseveral months of discipling cows, the cowboys
would arrive in the vicinity of their destination, the
cattle town, Here they made camp and the catile were
allowed to gregzs and recuporate e nonth or two before being
drlven into the cow town for later enatarn-diatribution.ls

To the cowboy, the ar-ivsl st a cow town was a momentous
event, The lonelinessz of the cattle drive csused him to
look forward with groat anxlety to reaching bin destination
in order that he might bresk with his previously restricted
soclety, The conditions of tha frontier and its obvinus
lack of law served sn an impetus to the cowboy to unlessh
his heretofore quelled emntions with a 1little so-celled
"hurrahing the town,”

The Kansas cow town grew out of the necessity to supply
the range man's neodsa, Cattle wes to glve these towna their
chief mouans of support in the twoe decades that the cattle
business lusted., During this time some five to 8ix million
cows passed throuyh the various shipping pointa on their
way to market.ls Of the many towna that grew up around this
proaperéua enterprise, only rpur or five ever received a
nationsl repﬁtation "ns wild and woolly cow towns.® One
might 1ist Abilene, Newton, Ellsworth, Wicb&ﬁa and Dodge City

in this group..

1gstreeter, op. Site, Pp. 70, 74%

Ibid., p. 65.
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F. B, Streeter, one of the leading Western historians,
captured the atmosphere of the wcow town in his book. To
the people removed from the misery and tragedy of 1t he
remarkaed, "There is something romantic about the bolsterous
night-1life in the saloons, gambling houses and dance halls;
something fascinating about drunken brawls over cards and
painted woren; and thrilling about fanous gun-fighters
snufring the 1ife out of equally famous gunfighters with
six-shooters, "7

In considering the cow town, only one need be studied
in ascort:ining the true 1life and times on this frontier of
the Went.-Dodge City, Kansas, That 1ts fame as the rough-
est and tougheat of.tha onttle communitiea of the 1870fa
and 1880's has endured 18 largely due to 1ts particular
nake-up., Its history 4ncludes a wider environment than the
ordinary town becauseit wns the foous of a rango of land
gome 200 miles in every dircction, Dodge became the central
point into which flocked the bullwhacker, the buffalo hunter,
the cowboy, the soldler, the humble citizen, and the
desperado, One writer has pointed out thet “"the character
and life of this mixed class of citizenéh&p wna greatly

sharpened and enhanced by reason of the strenuous snd

¥ 1b1a, p. 80.



11
charastoristic impulses which governed the circumstances in
pursult and development, "8

Bob Viright, one of Dodge's first citizens, oxplained
that Dodge Clty attracted such famous men because 1t was
the last big frontier of the United States. People of all
sorts came: some out of curiosity, others for busihans and
the cattle market, The cowboy came for "duty as woll as
delight;"” the hunter because Dodge was the "very heart of
the greatest .game country on earth;™ the freighter because
it was "one of the greatest overland freight depots in the
Uu.8.3"the gamblor and the bad nan cnme.bncnuao of the wealth
and excitement," "

Those men who inhabited Dodge and the other frontier
tqwna wore by the very nature of thelr ocsupations a rﬁggod
assortment of people, The bullwhaoker drove his six oxen
drawn wagon fllled with hides over the Tascors Trail leading
out of Dodge and into Indien Territory, Colorado, lew Wexico
and Texas., Due to the perils of the trail on which one

would often encounter Indians, the bullwhackor usuaslly

traveled in trains consisting of six f&ams.go The very

18
fobert M, Wright, Dodge City, The Cowboy Capitel (%Wichita:

igﬁichitn Engle Press, 1918), Preface.
Ibid, p. 152. '

Stanley Vestal, Queon of Cowtowns Dodpe City (Mew York:
Harper and Drothe:s, 19587, pp. B5-67,




12
elenent in which the bullwhacker worked made It essentlal
that he become condizlone’ and fitted for his environment,
This rosulted in the rough and ready individual who spent
much of his time in and around the cettle town.

In the 1660!'s and early 1870's the Great Plains were
covered by a blanket of buffalo. There have been 6stimatea
of from S0 to 125 milliion of these snimals running loose on
the plaina at this time. A prosperous business grew up
around these buffalo, the hides often bringingsas much
as 4,000 a pelt, The buffalo hunter wns forced to endure
& hazardous and demanding life in order to meke hls llving.
%hen the slauphter of the buffalo rende~ed them oxtinot by
the mid 1870's, tho hunter tumed to driving oatile and
taking on law enforcement positions in the towna.gl |

The wealth of the cattle towns natu-ally attracted the
gambler., His wizardry at the frontier games of poker, faro,
and keno often resulted in his amassing a small fortune,
Gambling at this time was recognized in the most fashionable
circles and many of the leading townspeople ware often to be
found engagoed i{n such an svocation, From 1878-1883 there
was a gambling circult in operation ranging from O, Texas

to 8, Dakota. The frontier gambler finding busincss poor

-

21V88t&1. op. cit., p. 48. See also Harl Sandoz, The Buffalo
Buntera (Hew York: Haastings House, 1954), p. XIT. =
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in one spot would move around from place to place depending
on which town was having a boom nt the time, The arsuments
that wore to inavitably arise over & tu-n of a card or the
betting of a chip nmade 1t necessnry that the professional
gambler becomé sducated with his fists gnd his guna.ﬁa

The klnds of men that inhaobited the frontier towns made
lawlengneas inevitable and a natural product of the environ-
ment, Lack of law and order was & result of the pollitical
vacuum in these communitlea; Two of the greatest cattle
frontiors that oxisted in the 1870's and 1880's wore in
Kansan and Hew Maxioco, The former, though a state in 1861,
became the magnet for the rsilroasd osentsars and brought on
the rise of the Kansaa cettle towns., The oattle attracted
the rougher element fastaer than it dld the permaenent and
law-abiding citizen, The rssult was a disregard for prope-
erty and life which was only parsly romedied by the Lrontler
marshals and sheviffa.25 Consequantly, government hsd not
yet'aaug t up In 1tz legnl orpanization, |

In New HMoxico the situation was even more crucial in
regard to law and order. From 1683 when it was separated
from Arizonse until 1912 when it became a state, Now Hexlco

enjoyed a territorial status, This meant thrat the governor

2e
Kyers, op. cit., Passim,
Vestal, op. cit,., Passim,
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appointed by the Foderal Government had sole power to
administer the lnws in the territory. The fact that
Now Hexlco was a territory in the 1870's and '20's meant
that something far different from orgenized government as
it 18 known today existed., Again 1t was necessary to turn
to a few frontle~ peance officers in order to keep sonme
semblance of order, These men receiverd thelr commissions
elthor from the govarﬁor of the ter-~itory or extra legal
organizations of prominent citizens, unually cattlemen
who bande! topether and put up monsy in order to obtaln
the service of one who would protect thelr property 1nt0reata.2‘v

On the mining frontiers in Colorado and Ariczona the laock
of organized government produced someswhat similer pvoblama.
Out beyond the pale of the law, sober citizena developed
thelr own demooratic institutions, With the initlial astrikes
and influx of discreditable elemen=s, there aross a necd
for some form of povermmant to protect the clanims of those
alroady there and to @ravide,for 2 faulr division of thre
romaining lands. The reapectable element called a mass

meeting often in the cnmp's main thorourhfare, Here they

24 :
John W, Poe, Tho Deanth of Billy the Kid (New York:

Boughton Mif:1in Tompany, 1056), Pe XAXie
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would elect & maglstrate and s sherif{ to hold oflice
during good behavior., They sl2o provide? for simple JuSe
tice un’ jury triasl. Penalties for offendscrs were high.
Stealing a horse or gold dust worth §100 or more were capltal
offenses. But conviction in minor offenses meant eviction
from the camp.25

Tnia squatter government only partly achleved success
because the miners lacked intcrent in effective government.
The rouch elements aontinued to pour inte the srea until
the oonditions becams suvch tlhint the vory lives of the
citizens were threatened, In response, the law-ablding
ma jority took aotion, Vigllonce committees were formed
"somplete with a written conatiturzion plodging wembers
to cooperete wntil ~rder was reutorad."ea Executlons Qaro
usually carried ocut on the spot whenever the crime secmed
grave anough._ A fow hangings were usually enough to drive
away the bad element permaneontly, Organizations of this
sort existed in practically all of the Colorado and Arizona

) 0
campa.“7

25Ray Allon Billington, Westwsrd Expansion
(Hew York: The Hacmillan Company, 1949}, pp. 615-832,

28

Ibi-do 9 Poe 621.
27

Ibid., p. 622
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These vigilante and mass meetings were meraly 8stopgaps,
in existence only unti{l the United States government pro-
vided the necessary effective law enforooment, What waa
neoded nost urgently was some sort of regulation concerning
the distribution of theo mining land and a stable government.
The first and only significant legislation concerning land
came forth in 1886 when Congress ruled that mining terri-
tory was open to all citizona subject to Homostoad regu-
lationa, BMoreover, the now law legaslized the loesl mining
rules already formulated. A similer pressure from the
citizens of Colorado worked slowly to bring stable governe
ment there, When Congress failed to organize that area,
the community ettempted to form an independent state, As
the miners refkaed *o be govorned by a centreal body, fhia
axparimenﬁ falled, Once the southern states completed their
secession from the Union in ocarly 1861, Congress granted
territorial status to Colorado, PFrom this time on the
region developed rapidly and by 1678 Colorado wus admitted
to the Union. Despite her atatehood, however, the weelth
and excitemont of the mining strikes kept Colorado in a

state of disorder and chaos for another ten yeure.28

28 \
Ihid., p. 623,
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As the mining frontier pushed further west, strikes
wore uncovered along the lower Colorado River., This resul-
ted in an influx of good and bad elements and the oreation
of the territory of Arizona in 1863, The boom continued
in tho next twenty years and culminated with the Tombstone
strike of 1877, Arizona proved ©o be n more vioient frone
tier than Colorado and &8s a rezult it was not admitte’ to
the Union until 1912, In tho meantime the law and order
was handled, for better or worse, by the offlcers appointed
by the ter:ritorial governors and United States maraha.la.gg

It 28 in regard to the law that was applied in the Vest
during the cattle and mining frontiers that two unique fig-
ures in this period of American history rise to the fore-
ground--the frontifer marshal and the western badman, 'Eoth
have been the objesct of much eriticlsm and because the men
taken up in this thesis were either one or the other, they
deserve aome consideration,

In most of the frontier towns the first attempta to

combat the reoklesa and turbulent elenents were undertaken

21%) '
Ibid., p. 628; Dougles D, Martin, Tombstone!s Epitasph

(glbuguerquez The University of lew iexico Fress, 1951),
asgim,
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by groups of men who banded together to form the so-called
vigilante committees. Thoese organizations, for the moat,
wore oconprised of the leading and most ruspeotéd clitizens,
When the outlaw element proved too toupgh for the committees
to handle, the frontier peace officeb cane into being.s

This peculiar brand of American was & hired gunfighter'
who because of ﬁie daﬁntleas 8pirit and doftness with a gun
was cixpected to keep the community peaceful and prosperous.
The cowboy, the bullwhsmoker, the bad man, all hbad their turn
at playing the f{rontier pcace officer. Whenever a town
needed sormeone to holp tame its citizenry and to protecﬁ
their intersts, they always looked to Dodge City., Heroe waas
to be found the likes of Wyatt Earp and "Bat" Masteison,
These gunmen were good shots, totally lacking in fear and
well trained by experience and hardshipa, "lost of these
nen were naturall& brave, and thoir manner of living made
them more so," 1

The frontier peace offider's contribution to Western
civilization 13 open to heated dispute, Frank Lockwood

in his study of Arizona during the days when Wyatt Earp was

;:Vostﬁl, Ope elt., j+ 31,

Wright, 9_2. C!.to. Pe 169.
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gserving as a Deputy United States Karshal concluded that
officers of the law were often so little distingulshable
from gunmen so given to drinking, gambilng, and shooting’
thzt in an atmoaphere where all was gray it was hard to
tell white fron black. It wns not uncommon for a man to

‘gl”
be an officer today and a oriminal tomorrow, or vice-versa."*

Mr., Lookwood, then, vbuld seon to champion the school of
western writo:rs who look upon the frontier wmarshal as an
evil product of his environment and who can herdly be dige
aasocliated from the actusl badman,.

On the other hand, somoc frontier officers, public or
private, gave a good account of thomselvesa., They riaked
thelr 1lives to make the West safe, and more thun a few
carried desporadoea! bullets to thelr graves, Only through
thelr work could the emerging courts gain the confldence
of law-abiding oitizens and the respect of wrongdoeru.gs

Actuslly the frontier marshal wae a necessary force 1ﬁ the

settloment of the last frontier, The contribution of the

Fvank C. Lockwood, Pioneer Days in Arizona (Hew York:
HacHillan Company, 15352), p. 263.

53¢ ayne Curd, Frontier Justice (dNormun: Uhiveraity of
Oklahoma Press, 1u49), p. 263.
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western peace officer is the subjsoct of two later ohipters
involving Wyatt Earp and "Bat" Hasterson and further coxment
will be reserve:! until then,

If the frontier law enforcement officorvis open to debate
in regard to his charaoter, there can be little doubt as
to the quﬁlitiés of the bad man, The very prasence of this
man made law‘necesaafy. The lawlossness of the Weat, fron-
tier conditions, natural topography and plant 1ife of the
West, were factors in the bad man's trek Wbst.34

The bad man was & product of his environment of his
period. He existed at the only time and place he could
have existed; more than lilkoely never agsain in this country
wlll there be such circunstances as those ln which he found
himgeif.s He wzs a unique breed by nature ﬁnd by nooeaalty.ss
His 1life and his cheracter will be covered more extensively
in two later chapters on Billy the Kid and "Doc"™ Holliday.
Suffice it to say for the time being that the frontier
poace officer and the western bad man played significnnt
roles in this pariod:of'the VWest's developmont. Thoy
typified tho law and lawleasness that characterized the

cattle and mining towns,

34George D, Hendrieks, The Bad Han of the Y¥asht (Sﬂn Antonios
35Tha Naylor Company, 154T), p. 8.

Ibid, p. 267,



The cattle town in wvhich meny of the cbove mentioned
eloments 1nha$1ted usuaily began with & few tents, some sod
houses and porhaps one or tws smell rouch frame buildings.

A8 the rallroad moved in and cattle beogan to graze on the
outskirts of town, false fronts readily roplaced the fron-
tler shsck on the main business stroets, A cltizen of

Dodgze's earliest days wrote that "thore were women, dance
haells, music, saloons and restaurants, equipped with every
luxury, while gambling in every concelvable form, and

eve:y gambling device known at that time wns in full blast, "o8

Opinions vary concerning the evil and lawleasness that
oxisted in the cow town. One contemporary wrote that Dodge 's
Incorporate limits "aro the rendezvous of all the unemployed
scallawagism in seven stntes. Her principal business is
polygamy without the sanction of religion, her code of
morals is the honor of thieves, and decency she knows
not.... Tho employment of many citizens ia gambling., Her
virtue is prostitution and her beverage is whisky. She is
a merry town and the only visible means of support of a

nS7 Tre above

great many of her cltizenn ie jJjocularity,
opinion was shared byvmany who had never seen a cattle town

but had only heard of it from others.

36%1{:}1‘;, CP. Cit.. P 1—5?5.
57 :
Ibid.' p. 1480
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The Kokomo, Indiana Dispstch of July, 1878, in an
sditorial entitled "The Vickedest City in america® went a
long way toward portraying the true conditions that existed
in the frontier town. Speaking of Dodge the editoriel
stated that "its churacter as a hell, out on the great plains
will be ...maintained in the minds of traveling newspaper
writers, just so longrns the oiiy shall remain a rendoz-
vous for the broad and immense uninhabited plains, by
narrating the wildeat and wickedest phases of Dodge City;
but we have to commend them for complimenting Dodge on 1ts
orderly character.... I was heppily surprises to find the
place in daytime as quiet and orderly as a country village
in Indiasna, end at night the traflffic in the wares of the
fickle Coddess and human souls was conducted with o ayateb
so ordorly and quiet as to actuaully be painful to btzl:aold."g8

That the cattle and mining towns contalined rough elements
and made concessiona to the vices of life 1a unquestioned.
One feature, however, atands out in the midst of the cvil
that pervaded on the frontier. There were alweys cnough
good citizens of a town on hand to see to 4t that law a&nd
orde:r eventually drove out ths vices and gunplay and rge

placed them with virtues and farming implements. Associations

38
Ibid, » Po 144.
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and city councils were forme: whcreby resolutions and law

enforcoment bodles sought succezsfully to rid the towns of
many of the bad wmen and desporadoes that wuro wregking havoc
in the main streets.. On Decerber 12, 1871, the oity counall
of Abilone informed the great "Wild Bill" Hickok that his

sorvices as city marshal were no longer needed.39

The same
thing took place in Ellsworth, Wichita, and Dodge. The
citizenry was more interssted in protecting the welfare of
its people thun the tempomrary prosperity of 1its town. By
the mid 1880ts with tho establishment of a more efficient
law and order the bad man had swaggered 1iis laat steps
jauntily across the western stuge. The "forward sweep of
enforcaed publio opinion had wiped him and hils lawlessness
away, " 40

The western badmen operated not only in cattle towns but
also in the mining communities. If Dodge City can be cone
sidered the most shining exsmple of the cattle town, then
Tombstone must be regerded as its counterpart in relation
to the mining community. The same conditions and factors

that went to make Dodge the "Bibulous Babylon of the Frontier"

were brought %o bear in an even atrongeé iight in Tbmbaﬁone.

39
~“Streeter, op. cit., p. 104
10 _ op. cit.

Raine, op. cit., p. 46,
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In 1877 a wandering minor named Ed Schiefflin made a silver
discovery on the eastern slope of the Ban Pedro Valley at
a point where the HKule and Dragoon Hountains mect ina

41 One ﬁich astrilke followed

range of Jagzed foothills.
another nnd in a short while men from all over the West
sturted the migratlon towards the new camp., "Miners," said
D. D. idartin, "led tho way across the desurt and in the
clouds of thick dust raises by their wheels and the hoofs
of their mules and horses cnme garblers, laﬁyers, merchants,
saloon keepers, labore:rs, thievss, doctors, nurderers,
madans, ranchers, and nowspapormen.“42 Tombstone diffored .
from Dodge and Vilghita ohly‘in polnt of time anad in the
substitution of ore for cattle as the chief financinl nmeans
of existence.

In 1860 the town gove refuge to some 2000 fortune seeking
individuasls; by 18i:2 the flgure had been Increased to 10,000.43
As 1in Dodge and tho other nmining settlements, many of tﬁe

Tombstone inhabltants were involved in gunplay whether 1t

be ove:r mininz ore, property, or personal antsgonlsm,

411‘&1(0, 92. Cit., De 32.

42
Douglas D, Martin, Tombatone'!s Epitaph (Albuquarquo:
Hew ilexlico Press, 1951), p.be

”
*m1d., p.7,
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Death paid a viait frequently in Tembstone, George Parnons
reported in his dia~y in the summer of 1680 that "Tombatone
is getting a pretty hard name, Men are killed, shot, stabbed,
suiciding, ote,, every day or two, "% "Townspeoplo boasted
of having "a man for breakfrat cvery mornlng."45

While the %town was known for its lawlessnees, at the
same tire, it opened 1ts doors to admit a better gociety
and atmosphere., Willlam Breakenridge, a doputy sheriff
during the perlod whon Tombatone waa in itsa ascendancey,
felt that for all of the town's wildneas it wan still orderly
and law-ablding. "what little killling was done, "™ noted
Breakenridgze, "there wes done among the lavless element
thensolvos, This element was very ruch in the nminority,
and during the five yeunrs I lived there, I never heoard of
e house belng robbed, or anyone belng held‘up in the city,
and 1t was perfectly safe for any lady or gentlemen to pass

glong the streets, day or right, without beinz molosted,"46

44§eorge Whitwell Parsons, The Private Journal of Gedrge
ithitwsell Parsona (Phoenix: Arizons Statewide Archivs
and idecords Project, 1639), p. 151,

45 '
Lake, op. cit., p. 231,

6
®Wi111aa H., Breakonridgo, Eelldorade (Hew York: Houghton
Hiff1in Co., 1928), p. 102, |
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If Toubstone had 1ts good and buad slde at the same time,
there can nlso be no argument thi% she was busy economiocally
day and night, Her prosperity and business enterprise is
evident from the pagss of the town's two newspapers, On
any given day one might encounter as meny as twenty-mule
ore-wagons rumbling in en endless truin down Fremont Strect,
"Rich strikes", observer the Epitaph, "were reported weokly
in the mines., New buildings were rising. FHomes weﬁt up by
the hundreds. GSaloons and pambling housea spent thousands
of dollers on royel furnishingss and decorations and got 4t
all back from the payroll of the hard-rock miners, The
townwas young, recitless, and exoclted by its wenlth-"év

aithough Tombatone way boe considered as the slightly
oxaggerated mining town, there can be little doubt that
many of the same conditions prevalled in such places as
Deadwood and Trinidad. It was in the former that "Wild B111"
Hickok met his death while seeking bis fortune thero.48
Trinidad became so notorious that the town once paid

Bat Masterson $10,000 in one year to keop the penca.49

47
Martin, op. cit., p. 58,

8

Harn» Ty p

40 351‘5’)?"%’3&0?‘“" Enocke (Chigago: Laird and Lee, Inc.,
New York Horning Telegraph, October 26, 1221,
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As tho boom days began to fade and civilization began

to take its hold on the mining towns, the laowlessness that
had heretofore played an important role was pushed into

the baockground, In Tombstone the situatlion becamec so orit-
1cal that the President of the United States was forced,
early in 1882, to issue a warning to 1ts lawless element.
The town’s oooperutioh and desire to see 1ts boundariecs
cleaned up were in the main responsible for the Presldent's
proclamation being heoded.so

By 1890 the frontier was settled., Thse great plalns that
had dofled a century of attempted settlement had at last
given in « to the homesteader and the farmer, Goﬁe were
the cattle drives and mining strikes, In its plnée stood
a bulwark of law and order that had broken tho will of the
ruthless and turbulent.

The period had been dominsted by %ihe cowboy, the buffalo
hunter, the gambler, the bad man, and the law enforceront
officer. The influence of the envirinment, the newnesa of
the lund, the lack of organized law, the casy weaith, the
sbundance of liquor, and the prevalence of the six-shooter

wore nll charscteristics of the times,

62
Hartin, op. cit., p. 168,

n—
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The four men who are the subject of this study were each
conditioned by the Lrontier envirsnuent and occupled one or
rnore of the roles played in it. Vyatt Eurp and "Bat" Masterson
ware both buffalo hunte~s, gumblers, and law enforcement
officers, Bllly the Ki{d qualified as e cowboy, gambler .and
desperado, "Doc"” Holliday represented the profeasional
gambler and the frontiev bad man,

In subseguent chapters thias study will be concerned with
the lives of these men, en apprailscl of their character, and
tho contributior.thateach made to this colorful pe:riod of

history.



CHAPTLR II

BILLY THE KID

Somotinme late in the year 1872 or the first part of
1673, William He Antrim mar-led Catherine icCarty, a widow
with two sons, in the Prnsbyterian‘Church in 3anta Fe.

The mar»iage was witnessed by the oldest son, Henry.land
13 the firat recorde’ Iinformation on the youth who was
later to become the scourge of the Snuthwast.l

In writing of Bllly the Kid, the histo-isn has beenv
almost entirély without a lesd, For lack of Information

on thia puint, the blographers of the Kid are able to

1oni11p J. Rasch and Re L. Hullin, "New Light on the Legond

of Billy tho Kid" Tre Hew llexico Folklore Zecord (1952-53),
VII, 2. This cites records to be found in files of Chief
Archiivist, War Jdecords Eranch, Cenersl Services Adminise
truotion, Hetional Archives and lecords Service, and the
records at the First Presvyterisn Chusch in 3snte Fe,
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draw only from M. A. "Ash" Upson, s newspaperman who claimed
to have 1lived as a boarder in the houses of the MoCarty's
while they abided in Santa Fe and Lilver City. Durlng this
time Upson becare intimate with the family and learned of
thelr previous 11fe.2

I'4s story has the Kid born on Hovember 23, 1859, in
llew York City. This birth date has since been accepted as
fact. In the vear 18562, Billy came west with his parents
and settled in Coffovyville, Kansas, Sometime later the
father died and hls mother, Billy, and the baby brother
drifted to Co]_csr’euio.:‘3 They were next heard from in Santa Fe
and by 1&E6R they had taken up residence in Silver City.4

Upson had always msintained that Billy the Kid's real
name was “illiam H, Eonncylrather than Henry HldcCarty. In-
deed, thls was the name used on occasion by HeCarty himselfl.

In an interview for the 31lver City knterprise of January 3,

1902, Sheriff Harvey I. Wnitenhill discloged that "early in

his carecr he [the Kid] changed his naze to Billy Donney in

zGeorpe W. Coe, Frontiler Fighter (Boston: Houghton Kifflin

COWpany, 1954), p. 36,

Pat T. Garvett, The Authentic Life of Billy the Kid (Norman:
Univeraity of Oklahowmn Iress, 1954), Debe

4I‘oid.



order to kecs the stigma of disgrace from hls family.
Billie's right name, you know, was Honpy koCarty « « 10
Speculation has arisen over the years as to the origin of
the Kid's alias., The %Willlam H., part of his namc seems

to have been derlved from hins stepfather, William H, Antrim.

A8 Lo the source of the name Bonney, there 1s no certaln

answer., Perhaps Jt was his rother's maiden name or Just
an invention of his owm. The poople of OSilver Cilty think
even today that he was 1lleyitimate and this was the real
renson for the name.G

Billy the Kid next appears in print in the Arigzona
Citlzen of Aupust 22, 1877.> The article stated that
Austrim Antrim shot E; P, Canhill near Fort/ Grant on the
17th of Aupgust, Cahill declare:d before hls death that he

and Antrim bad had some t.ouble. "The coronerts jury

found tuoat tho shooting was 'eriminal and unjustifiable,?

5 -
Interview in the Silver Clty Enterp-ise, January 3, 1902,
cited in itagchand Hullin, opn. clt., p. 2.

5Ib1d., p. 5.
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and that Henry Antrim, alias Kid is pullty thereof,"? Billy
was known around Silver City and the surrounding area as
both lionry and Billy Antnim.e

In 1921 Gus Geldea, an old army scout, told the Tucson
Cltizen thet he met cthie Kid in the fall of 1877, "He was
an easy roing, llieable youth,"” Gelden sald, "atill in his
tecns.™ A blacksmith started abusing tie boy in a saloon
and threw him on the floor. Billy got his gun and shot the
blacksmith daad.g Thus st the awe of seventeen Henry lcCer ty
had started on a career of c-ime that was to msare him one
of tho moat famous of 1Y desporadoes,

In secking an answor for the rensons why such a young
boy could hove killed two of his fellow men, one killing
obviously unjustifizble and one in self defenss, the words

of Huurice G, Fulton serm apnroprinte, Fulton majintalned

Tirticle in Arizona Cltlzen, August 22, 1677, cited by

Fraclor Hunt, The Trayic pays of Billy the Kid (N,Y,.:
Hastin s House, 1%%6), p.2. Oarrett has the "Kig"
stabbing a man in a saloon st the ege of 12, but no
written accounts have been found concernlng this and
must be considered as part of the boy's legend. Garrett,
.O-E.l E_l..tl" p?. 10'110

81b1d.

9Tucson Citizen, January 31, 1931.
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that "the Xid but showe? the mettle of hia pasture, which
waes the lawless and brutal frontier and falrly should be
consideraed the natural product of its conditions and
1deals."0 It is significant that Fulton, Frazier Hunt,
and Williamn Morrisan also make out a case for the boy being
a child of circumstance, #Hore will bo erid about this
thrsurhout the chapter, Sufflce it to say for the time
being in substantiantlion of Fulton's cl-im that Silver City,
where the Kid spent much of his young life was a "lawlsas
mining town" as was Zanta Fe where hs alro grew up.ll
A cuase 1s further made out by sore who knew hin thut
the boy sufferes from an unhappy home life in which hls
father was "tyrannous" and "uﬁjuat" to him, It is further
stuted tha*t because of these home condltlons AMcCarty was
denfed parental love at a perlod in hila 1life when it was
most needed, Tho rove-ence ar: devotion in which he is
said to have held his mother, however, would scoem to belle

iz

tho above theory. Tiio historian has only the words of

"ish" Upson, the broken down, sometimea dlassolute

pa¢ », Garrett, Authentic Life of Billy the Kid,
dMaurlce G, Fulton (8d,) (N.Y.: 4he lacmillan Company,
1"27)’ pg X'Ji.

11006’ 9_9_0 Cit-’ Pe 37.

1
2Ibid., Pe 36; Garrett, op. cit., p. 9.
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newspapernan, on which to muke out a cuase for the causes
Cor the Kid's lster carcer. Upson collabor ted with
Pat Gnwvett in writin- a blography of the "Kid." Unfortu-
nately he cannot be tnken as a bona fide truth teller in
1ieu of his tendency to play up a story £ r the sake of an
extrs dollar.l5 Hensy MeCsrty, then, must be judged in
teras of hils subsequent 1life and not on the basis of his
bacuground,

One of the most poweriul foroative influences on
Billy %the Kid was the Lincoln County Var in Lincoln County,
New kexico. This period of his 1life 1s important because
the war thut it produced was to provide "the motivation
behind the fanatical fervor with which the Kld fought“

throughout the rest of nhis turbulent cnreer.14

13,
Jee Gar-ett for a serieos of ea~ly adventures in which

HeCarty 18 supnosed tn have partleipeterd, These have

nover been substantiated but maike for 1ively reading

and she further light on the wricing of "ash" Upson,

who wrote the [lrst part of the book, Garretti, op. cit.,

ppe. 13-45, Tulton deeclarcd that these lexicun and

Indian adventures "were not lmpossible in those times to

adventurous and madesp youth.”" Fulton.(ed.), ‘ope. eiteyi.
lép. xvile. ' o ; -

Je Co Uykes, Billy the Kid: The Bibllosraphy of a Lepend
(Alguquez‘que: Tne University of hew .exico riress, 1952),
po ® )
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4t :he scutheast corner of New lMexico lies Lincoln

County, by 1775 the largest county in the United States
in te 15 of area and tho largest in the country in terms
of population, It stretchen some 150 miles cnst and west
and 170 miles nocth an? asuth, This vant streteh of
unsetsled country 18 wntered by the Pecon llver and its
tribu-ariss, the Rlos, Hondo, Ruidoso and Donita.l® 1In
the western gurt of the county, Fort Stanton was established
in 1859 88 on army post to protect outlying settlements
from the Indigns. In 1875 1t wan ntil)l the only town of
note in tiwe emmty with serhapa the exception of Lincoln,
Some yeunrs esrllor in 1865, two old army men, iajor Rurphy
and Jim Dolan, opene’ up a mercantile atore in the county
and acnuired a contract siving them an e-clusive right to
8ell asupplies to the srmy post at Fort Stunton, Due to the
undeveloped ahéta of the area this lurphy-Dolan concern was
soon able to galn a controlling interest in every lirne of
USiness.la The nowness of the teoritory and the natural
laciz of law thuat waz serustome’ to be associated with the
fronticr caused Lincoln County to becowo a refuge for the

lawless element, The presencs of the Murghy-Dolan monopoly

Bunt, op. cit., p. 15; Coe, op. cit., pP. 2.

IGC
OB, QP_' Cito' pp. 2"}"?50
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and the {nflux of the shiftless and ruthless were o be
two contributing “actors in the war of snme 31x to elght
montha that was in the not too distant future,

In the 16870's a young astto mey name! Alexander licdween
was ordcored to ;o Vest for his heaslth. lie was Tirst hired
by kurphy as o bookkoeper und when Coionel hmil Fritz, who
owned part of the Jurphy-Dolun store, died In 1%74 leaving
a $10,00) ifnsurance policy, it nuoturally fell to Mciween

17 HeSween collected the palicy and

to adjust the claim.
patid out part of the claim to IFritz! heivrs, One portion
of the settlement, however, wnas withheld boacause of an
unaccounte:d for relative.le
Sometime between 1874 and 1877 while the insurance
eopuny with wilech Fritz wns coinecte! was investicating
tle whi reabouts of thel:r decensed cllent's heirs, !e3ween
became dispusted with the extravigpant gambling and easy
cretit policy of the Hurphy-Dolan outfit and resigned.lg
Ee subsequently formed a purtnership with John K, Tunstall,
a2 young Englisbmsn, und together they opened up a mercantile

i

29
businecss, John S, Chisum, who owned some 1,500,000 acres

17 id.’ PP 26 and 3l.
184y,14,
19 idn; p' 25'

20Garrett, op. Gty p.48,
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along the Pecos iilver on which graﬁod betweon 40 to 60
thousand cattle, allied himself with ileSwecn and Tungtall
at tris time in thie incorporation of a purtnership bank.
These three were thus almost imnediately thrown into an
econonmic and political bsttle with the Murphy-Dolén outfit
for the control of the county.21 As added fuel to the fire,
the small ranchers in Lincoln County were dissatisflec
with Chisum's monopoly on cattle and felt no qualm of
conscience in cutting out some of his ~toci: and selling it
to the Murphy-Dolan f£irm,?2
The situation had reached an impasse by the fall of
1877, At this time Lincoln County got 1ts first look at
the young man who was to become the outstanding fi@uwd in
he struggle that was shortly to follow, NeCarty had been
hired to work on a cattle drive in Lincoln at this time,
Yhen his emplojer refuse:! to pay him, Billy found himself

0
in Lincoln County wilthout = job.“s

Fe signed on with the
Murphy-Dolan crowd but became dissatisfied. He subsequently

met Tunstall and decided to go to work for him punching

21,
hunt, op. ¢it., p. 15; Coe, op. clt., p. 30.

22

Garvett, op. cit., p. 49; Hunt, op. cit., pp. 16-17.
23006, op. cit., p. 36
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cows along the Hio Fellz.“%® fThe Kid end Tunstsll developed
a f?iendship for ecach other thnat was to inspire Bllly to s
future career of lawlessness and crime. ‘

In 1877 Henvry licCarty atood five foot, seven inches tall
and wairhe? around o hundred and thirty-five poundé. He
wore & ligsht brown beard, a darker shade of brown halr and
decp blue oyes which shone "bright, expressive, and intelli-
gent." The youth's face wns molded in an oval an? his most
noticea’le festure was tw> projecting up:er front teeth,

He had g peculiar knack for smiling even In the most
danpernus situntions, His attire usually include: a black
frock coat, dark panta and vest, a neat boot, and a Hexican

sombrero to shelter him from the somctlwes ovierbearing

liew lexico sun.25
fihile Billy the Kid waa first wmalidng hlas presence felt

on tre Tunstall ranch another significant drama was unfold-

ing, The Fritz ins rance settlement, which had been legally

tied up for almast three years finnlly came to a climax

on Jenuery 26, 1878, with the publishing of a letter in the

24
G&)"”'ott, ODa c&.t., Pe 500

251bid., pp. 22-24 .,
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Mesilla Independent, New liexico. In a letter to the paper

Tunstall accused William Brady, the sheriff of Lincoln
County und a frlend of the iiurphy-Dolan faction, of
collecting $2,500 in taxes and turning it over to John Riley,
an employee of Murphy and Dolan, in order to purchuae
cattle.25 lurphy renlized from these nccusations that his
position was in jJeopurdy. He ret:liated by alleging
that he held a policy of Fritz! which the latter had
deposited with him as ocollateral for a debt. Through this
oclaim furphy was thus successful in obtaining an attach-
ment on lcSween's property., He went even further uand
secured on attachment on the proporty of Tunstall on the
grounds thut they werc partners.27

On PFebruary 18, 1878, around five o'clock a posse of
soms fifteen men under William 8, lorton, Deputy Sheriff
of Lincoln Coﬁnty, get out to attach the property. Tunstall
at the sume time was riding from his ranch on the Feliz to
Brewer's ranch a few nmilea below Lincoln. The Kid and one
or two others accompanlied him along with a fow poniles which
they were transporting to the Brewer ranch, What happened

in the next few minutes has faded into historical inaccuracy.

26
llesflla Independent, (N,M,) January 26, 1878, quoted in
Hunt, op. cit., p. 28.

27C09' 0P c’-to, jo 3.
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Host of the sources apgree that Tunstall was in the rear
with the ponjies. ¥Neclarty and the others became conscious
of u shot and when they returned their horses and rode back
alonyiy tne trail they found Tunstall dead with two bullet
wounds in him.es Whatever actunlly happened, the death of
Tunstall can be considorod o turning point iIn the life of
Billy the Kid. Hils subseguent cattle thefts, gunplay, and
overall shiftlessness were certainly not so apparent before
Tunstall s doath. |

This killing of Tunstall is generally taken sa the
immeciate cause of the Lincoln County ¥ar. Bad feoling had
been brewing for some time between the lurphy-~Dol ' n clan
and the followers of Tunstall, Chisum, and #ciween. The
cattle thefts and the economic prosperity of the latter
faction over the Murphy-Dolen organization had in large
part casugsed thlis bitterness between them, The aitustion
was fast approsching a crisis,

The Xid immwediately Jloined a group of former Tunstrll
cowhands and sanctioned by law, set out to track down Norton.
Just below the Penasco Hiver thoy apottéd hirm and a man

named Baker «iio had been in the posse, The perty overtook

28
A

later claimed before ho was killed that Tunstall had fired
on him first. Gerrett, op. cit., pp. 52-53.

Ibid., ppr. 37, 38, 40; Hunt, op. cit., PD. 32-24, Morton
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them and sometime later the two nmen were found shot to

denth.29 In the lesilla Independent of March 9, 1878,

Ash Upson wrote of the Baker-Morton death, declaring he

had received h's informution from Fronk lcllabb, a momber
of the posse, McKabb claimed that Norton hed munuged to
slip a pgun from the holster of one of the "Kid'a" party
and to kill him. Morton and Bakcr then attempted to escape

30 e revenge motive wns obviously

but were shot down,
the roason for these murders and ns . consenuence historians
haven't been as quick to condemn it so rea=dlly as the next
incident of Billy tho Kid and his western confreres,

It was evident that Shoriff Matthew Brady waz e friend
of the Dolun crowd and that the "Kid" had suffered some

"harassment" at the hands of the sheriff, but this hardly

seems Jjustifiable for the killings which tranapired on

“OGar-ett, op. cit., p. 56; Hunt, op. cit., pp. 40, 42, 45.

Garrett claimed the "Kmd" shot both of them., First hand
accounts are nonexistent and so the zucstion 18 a moot
one., This, as wil) be seen in a later discusalion, will
ciugse the sure number of deaths at the hands of LeCarty
to bo reduced by two.

Mesilla Independent, (R.ii,), Harch @, 1878, quoted in
Hunt, op. cit., p. 485.




April 1, 1878. On this date in Lincoln, Brady and a
deputy, Hindman, were on thefr way to the courthouse when
they wore ambushed from un adobe well prejecting from the
licSween-Tunstall stors. The "K14" and some of his 1lk had
lain in walt for the shoriff and the reault was the death
of two men, BHistory does not record who murderec¢ these
two men but the incident left a definite stain on the
charaoter of Billy the Kid regardloss of whether he did
the actusl shooting or not. Sieply being an accomplice
to th:is deed is enouzh evidence to seoc his lack of conecern
for the human 11?6.31

By this ttme the county hrd been fully initlated 1nto
the lawleasnens and bloodshed fomented by the war of the
factions, Warrants for the a-rest of the Kid snd two of
his associantes wevre sworn out and now for the first offl-
clal time, Henry ilcCarty, misfortune's child, was branded
an undesirable in society.32 On April 4, 16878, his notorlety
was enhanced with the affalr a2t Blazers Mill, just above
the Rio Tularosa and within the Hesquelero Indian Reservation

which was controlled by the Unite: States Government., One

"Buckshot Roberts," an alleged momber of the group that

31

32
Ibid,

Fulton (ed.), op. cit., p. 78,
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killed Tunstall, came riding up to the mill when Billy's

party hap;ened to be there, The group asked him to glve
himself up, but realizing the pnssible danger he was in,
he refuserd. In the next few minutes shots were exchanged
and when 6 halt was called, Roberts was found dead.33
July 14, 186878, found tho boy and h;a follow fugitives
from the lnw gathoring in Tunstall's store in Lincoln.
The mon were tired of running from the law and sought once
and for all to settle the war of the factions, The firing
began on the morning of the fifteenth snd continued for
three Jays. Eorly in the morning of ¢t o third day a company
of Infnntry, cavalry, and nrtillery arrived from Ft. Stanton
under the command of Colonel NDudley. By seeking to frighten
them with the Gatling gun and number of troops they had
b-ought, authorities hoped that the outlaw party would
surrender, Yhen this proved of no avail, the s~ldicers
struclk upon a plan much worked over by the westorn movies.
¥hile one group of soldlers diverted attention to the

street, another purty, favorable to the idurphy-Dolan

Bnoberts in a fdylng statement claimed that Charley Bowdre
and not the "XKid" was responsible for his shooting and
subscquent death, Coe, op. cit., pp. 64-67.



44

organization, succecded in setting the bullding on fire
from the rear. When the trapped outlaws inside saw vhat
wes taking place, they were left no cholce but to devise.
gorme sort of plan for an escape. Thoy decided to walt un-
til the fire ate 1its wny into the room where they were
stationed, at which time they would make a broeak for the
underbrush in back of the house, Townrds evening just
when the blare wusn beginning to find its way into the roon,
a round of shots were flred by the opposing forces. Jeveral
of icCarty's folliowers rushed out. iurphy, thinking only
a few remained, ordered a charpe townrd the house and one
Bob Becltwith was shot by the "Kid" when he attumpte: to
entsr the door. In the next moments the youth escape’ as
did a few of the remsining members. During the sidrmish
HeSween had been kille ' and now there wag no recognized
leader to continue tho struggle. The Lincoln County Var
for all practical purposes was over and thare was nothing
left to do but count ihe nurber of desad and injured.34

After almost eight months of firghtiny, who could claim
the victory? The affray at Lincoln had found some 150

soldiers and 40 to [0 ifurphy men aligned against 14 or 15

Garrott op. cit., pp. 70-76, Garrett got his account from
Helarty while Coe vas stationed in a vmall house directly
behind the Tunstsll store. Coe, op. cit., pp. 108, 110-118,
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in the LcSwecen house. The casualtles numbered 5 to 4 in
favor ol the Kid's sido at the énd of thie three-dal
firhting plus at least a 4 to 1 maryin in favor of his

35
group {n the prior months of 1. hting. The most impor-

{3

tant rosult of the =war as far as this study is concorned

is that Billy the Kid.came out of it as a man with at least
one nurder on his hands gnd o8 an Accomplicd in at least
four other deaths. Where before he could have posaibly
wiped out his earlier past by settling down to n 1ife of

a cowhboy, now he was a full-fledzed outlaw and a man who
had to be forever running from the law, If a case for the
boy belng a child of circumstance can over be mande out,

the Lincoln County #War i1g ample evidence for it,

In the weeks that followed, Billy and his adherents were
fugltives from justice and had to take to stealing catrle
in order to keep alive. ‘ihen they attempted ¢$o detach sémo
cattle from the liesquelero Indian Reseorvation they were ’
confronted by a clerk named Bernstein who worked for the
government agency there, He procured a gun and ran out to

36
meet them, Sometime later ke was found dead,

35
Coo, op. cit., p. 123.
6

Garrott, op. clt., p. 77; Bunt, op. cit., p. 108, The
Cimer on News and Press, declared that Bernstein was
killed by a Rexican who thoupght Bernstein was trying to
kill him, having obvliously mistakon the liexican's party
for that of HeCarty's,
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Despite the fact that the Lincoln County %ar 1s
consldered to have closed with the affray at the MNciween
house, Lincoln County continued to be troubled with feuding
and lawlessness, The situation took such a turn that
Governor Lew Wsllace deemesd 1t necessary to lssue & pro-
clamation of pardon to those who had fought in the war,
This proclamation did not apply, however, to those under
indictment for mufdar, which Included licCurty. Wallace
personally came to Ft., Stanton and took cherge of stralght-
ening out the conflict. In s letter of March 1&, 1879,
¥inllace offered to pardon MeCarty If lLe would turn states
evidence against the murderer of a man naned Chspman, whon
the boy had seen murdered, Billy wrote back on iarch 20,
saying he would be zlad to testify 1f Wallace would provide
him with sufficlient protection. Tho terms were complied
with and the youth had nls day in court. When his own
trial cane up in Lincoln County Lrie cnse was removed to
Dons Ana County where the Kid had more thgn a ew enemles,
Belleving he had been trlcked, ilcCarty walked out and fled

the county.

37 .
The Cimarron Hew: and Press, (H.M,) Aupgust 5, 1878, Wallace
sald he was unaole To Secure a pardon fopr KeCaurty because
the prosecuting attorney would not withdraw the charges
mede against him, Hew York Vorld, June &, 1902.
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Thoe subseqguent feclings of Billy the Kid towards hils
"Judas" Wallace may be summed up in this letter from
Susan tnllace, wife of the governor, to her son: "The
Lincoln County reign of terror is not over, and we hold
our lives at the mercy ol desperadoes and outlaws, chiefl
among them 'Billy thevxid,' whose boast is that he has
killed a man for every year of his life, Once ho was
captured, and escaped aflter overpowering his guard, and
now he swears when he has kllled the sheriff and the judge
who passed sentence upon him and Governo:r VWallace, he will

surrender and be hanﬁed-"aa

Though the language 48 perhaps
colore.i there 13 no doubt thut HeCarty harbored s hatred
for Wallace the rest of his life.

Billy and what membera of the Tunatall faction were
left spent the months Collowing the war in rustling cattle.
The gang would sometimes steal cattle in New Mexico and

take them over the line and sell them in Texas., At other

times they would reverse this procedure, In between drives

8Levw wallace, Lew ‘nlloce, An Autobliography (New York:

Harper and Brothers, 1908), 11, 921. iIn reference to
Mrs, %Wallace's disclosurc of McCarty's being in prison,
Qarrett refers to tws previous incarcerations of him,
Gﬂr’f’ett, 92.0 _c_l_t.uy Po 84.
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Billy displayed his knack for gambling by playing monte,

poker, and faro in the saloons along the Pecos River up to
Anton Chico in San i#iiquel County. £ wna near the latter
town in early 1880 that he became involved in another kille-
ing., A posse had been soarching for hlm forr some time,

but without success until th:y were able to corner him and
a few f-lends at Greathouse Rench. When neither party
seened to be gainling tho loust bit of ground, one of the
men trapped in tie ranchuicuse suggested a meeting wlth one
of the members of the posse., One Jinm Carlyle stepped
forwanrd and entered the louse, Someti=wo later he wes seen

leaping out of the window only to be shot dead.39

Though
it has never been proved that ne was dlrectly responsible
for~ Carlyle's desth as Gasrrett contends; nevertheless, the
latter's wnrda no doubt summe’ up the feelinzs of the
people toward the Kid at this time. "Jils bloody murder,™
Cerlyles , Garrett sacid, "exeite horror and. indighation

and many who had viewed the lawless career of the Kid with

sorie degree of chari’y now came to hold him in ungualified

e

39 . -

Fulton (ed.) op. eit., pp. 132-135. Crarles Sonnichsen
and Willlam liorrison after oxhaustive research were unable
t> find any record of this murder. Charles Leland Sonnichsen,
Alins Billy The Kid (Albuquergue: The University of HNew
iexico Press, 1955), p. 78,
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exccration sg the nurderer of en exceptionally good man
and useful citizen,"*0 mhe posse having gone without food
and wnter for over twenty hours retired and once again the
charmed 1ife of the youth of the plalns was Spared.41
By 1880 the old west and the lawlessness which aymbolized
1t in many ways was bégining to see the first wave of
settle~s who were determine! not only to s8:t up permanent
residence but to clean up the ouvtlawry and malignant crime
and bloodshed for 81l time., This desirs to establish law
and order evidenced 1tself 1In New !lexico in the election
of Pat F., Garrett as sheriff of Lincoln County in 1880.42
Civilization was beginning to wove In on a young boy with a
gun on his hip and s price on his head, A manhunt was on.
Pat Garrett had known the Kid only & year, but it was
during thelr meetines together from time to time that he
was sble to £ind out about tle boy's pest life, One writer

has obscrved that there was "sueh s continued as=zociation

botween ther that possibly it should be ter:zed a friendship."43

40
Fulton. (ede )y ODe clte, Pe 135

4lIbid

2
4 Garrett, op. cit., p. xi,

.
*pulton (ed.), op. olt., p. xive
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The newly‘elected law enforcement officer was not due to
take office until January of 1881, but this didn't stop him
fronm tengling with his foe, The U.S, Marshal of Rew iexico
appointed Garrett and Bob Ollinger as United States Deputy
Marshnls.44 It 1s not to be thought for e moment that
Garrett was anxious to bring Billy the Kild to justice, He
was not, Rather the pressure of the townspeople demanded
that the law enforcement officers take i-mediate actlon.

That action resulted in the capture of the Kid in December,
1880, at Stinking Springs, south of Fort Surmner in San Kiquel
County.45 HeCarty and three of his friends sur-endered

when they saw the futllity of battle but only then after
Garrett promiged then protection and a falr trlal. The
destination of the posse was Ganta Fe, where U, S, warrants
for their arrest awaited them.46 |

On the way to Santa Fe the posse stop:ed over in Las Vegas,
The latter was a typlcal frontier town of the day, with
nar-ow streets, gambling concessions in every other bullding

and the presence of a railroad, the 3anta I'e Railroad.

44101d., p. 129,

4

5Ibid.‘, Pp. 123-127, A previous attempt by Garrett to trap
the "Xid" at Ft. Sumner had failed and made necessary the
seurch that ended at 8tinking Springs,

*®1p14., pp. 127-128.



51
Albert liyde, a townsman, was sittin on a porch in front
of 2 hotel when he hoard someone yelling thaet they were
bringineg the Kid int: town as a prisoner, JSince one might
not have drawn too olear 2 plcture of the youth's appearance
in an eurlier suunary, perhaps it would be profitadble to
have liyde describe the situation that took place thsat
af'ternoon in Las Vegas. V"Billy the Kid was in a joyous
mood, " Hyde said. "ie was a short, sliender, beardless
young man, The marked peculiarity of hls face was a
peinted chin and s short upper 1ip which exposed the large
front teeth and gave a chronic grin to his expression, le
wore his hat pushed far back, and Jocularly greeted the
cro.d. n47

The Vepan Gazette of December 28, 1E30, reported the

following interview with licCarty the morning aftor his
ar-ival at the Jjalil: "Bonney," the article reported, "was
light and chip;er and wes very communicative, laughing,
joking and chatting with the brystunders, . . « He dld look
humnan, indeed, but there was nothing very wmannish about him
in appearance, for he looked and acted a mere toy. FHe is
about five feet, eight or nine inches tall, slightly built

and lithe, weighing atout 140 , . . ." The interview

47
Albert E. Hyde, "The Reign of the Revolver in Hew Nexico,"
Century iapazine(lMarch, 1902), LAITI, 6&0-692,
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continued with a revealing discourse by the boy. "I haven't
stole eny stock,™ he doclared. "I made my living by
gambling but that was the only way I could 1live. They
wouldn't let me settle down; if they hzd I wouldn't be
here today."48

Kelarty was taken ﬁo Santa Fe and rcemained incarcerated
there until larch, 1830, whon ne was taken to ldesllla and
tried under & federal indictuent fir the murder of
"Buckshot" Hoberta., Tne indictment was quashed on a
teclinicality when the murder was fo:nd to have talten place not
on goveruient land but oh grounds belonging to o private
citizen, He was next trled at tie same term of court under
a ter~ltorlal indlctment for the murder of Sheriff Brady.

He was found gullty and sentenced to be bung on ¥ay 13, 1681,
~ at Lincoln, the county seat of Lincoln County.49 Henry icCarty,
alias William H, Bonney, allss Billy the Xi1d was thus to meet
kis end at the length of & rope, or so citizens of Lincoln
County thought. |

e next 1ncidqnt in his short but blood-streaked career

was to be one for which later day writers condemnod him

48V6gas Gazette, December 8, 18£0,

4vGavrett, ope. cit., p. 121; Hunt, op. c¢it., pp, 264 and 257,
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unforgiveably, After his trial MeCarty wes placed in an

old two story building in Lincoln to remain thore until

his executlon, This priscn, ironleelly enough the old
Murphy-Dolan mercentile store, served ss a Jail since
Lincoln County had no other, On April &8, 1E&1, while one
of tho guards, Bob 0llinger, sssigned to him was across the
streét getiing his supper, the Kid wan engrossed in a card
game with the other deputy, Charley Bell, The next few
minutes must remaln a mere hnnd ne down from the boy to
Garrett, for therc wes no one to witness the shootings

that followe:, Garres: sald the Kid requested to go to the
back corral, FPEell followed him down the stairs and on thelr
return the youth was naturally in front of Bell, On a
sudden he turnéd on tiie lunding so as to be hidden {r~om the
deputy. Je then Jumped to the head of the atairs and
sccured a gun from the armo.y in the room where the firearms
were kept, The "Kid" subsoquently shot Bell as the latter
cane forwsrd., KNext he secured a shot yun, went t: the wine
dow and wuited for Ollinger to return. Az the deputy came
into view, both barrels of leCarty'!s gun were released and
Ollinger fell dead in the st ect, The latter murder is

sald to have been as brutal as it was because of a natred
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which the boy nursed for his adversary., Ollinger was slso
known to have tormente Billy during the latter's

5
inmprisonment. 0

The Santa Fe Hew Mdexicsn of Hay 4, 1851 had this to say
of the Bell-Ollinger killings:

The above the account ol the Kid's escape 18
the raocord of as bold a deed as those versed in
the annals of crime con recall. It surpasses
anything of whilch the Eid had been gullty, 8o
far that his pust oflenses lose muchh of heinouse-
ness in comparison with 1t, and it effectually
settles the question as to whether the illd is a
cowardly cut-throat or a thoroughly reckleas and
fearless man. Hever before has he faced death
boldly or run any gwgnt risk in the perpetuantion
of his bloody deeds,9%

Public opinion went further than jJjust new:zprint when in
the winter of 18£0-8) The Cansdian Rlver Assoclation, =
group of organized Hew liexican cattlemen, asked John ¥, Poe,
a U,3. Deputy Marshal and deputy sherif{f and lilving in the

Texas Panhandle at the time, to enter its employ. It was

50garrott, op. elt., pp. 152, 124-137, C. P, Hunt, op. cit,
pPpe 2Bu-Zov¥.e Hunt and Fulton through thelr research
claim that one Sam Corbett planted a pgun in the outhouse
in the back corral which the boy sscured when he went
there. It i3 further stated by the resenrchers that
while Bell was trying to pet sway [rom MeCarty, the
latter fired at his end the bullet ricocheted off a wall
and entered Bell's body. This explanstion of the "Kid'ts®
escape geens more loglenl than Garrebt!s, but neither can
really be taken as more than gpiwmion. Iulton,(ed.);’ op.
git Sotp. 208.

8anta Fe New Hexican, Nay 4, 1881,
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further requested that he cooperate with the authoritles

in Hex Wexlico "with the view of suppressing and putting an
end to the wholesale raiding and 3tauling.or cattle, which
had been and wes thon carried on by Bi1ly the Kid and his
gang of desperadoes . o+ . 92 4 puture meeting in HMarch,
1881, in White Oaks I{n Lincoln County was to spell finis to
the career of the elusive boy they calles’ the Kid. At this
time Foe met Garrett and together they declded to cooperate
in bringing about leCartyls demiaa.sa
In the next monthes Garrett underwent heavy critlclsm
from Lincoln County fnb‘not going after the boy., The sheriff,
however, was Inclined t§ believe that he had left the |
country and h«d ventured down into 0ld dexico., Garrett
welghed this doubt with an intultion that told him that
Billy was 8till somewhere around Ff, Surner where he way

riown to have & sweathaarb.54 In

euarly July, Foe was
approached by a rather dissolute friend of his who informed

the marshal that ke hind overbeard talk bebween two {riends

P
E“John We Poe, The Denth of Billy the Kid (Boston: Houghton
Hifflin Company, 180G¢)s Dede }

b3
Ibid,. » PPe 5-6,

54 ; .
E. A, Brininstool, assisted by John ¥, Pos, "Billy the Kid,"
Ehaéﬂida.ﬁanld_(D@cember, 1919), p. 98; Fulton (Ed.) op.cit.,
De 10,  ——
35

Poe, op. cit., p. 13,
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of the Kid that "convinced him that the Kid was yet in the
country, maiking his hesdquarters at Ft. Sumner . .55
Poe told CGarrett of this and though the latter was skeptical,
ho decided it would do no harm to run the rumor down., To=-
gether thoy rode to HRoswell and enlisted another deputy,

Te Le QcKinney.aG

The tlhiree-man party arrived just below
Ft. Sumer on the thirtesnth of July. 3ince Poe ﬁas unknown
in that psrt of the country, and since Garrett and HeKinney
were not, it was sgreed upon that ?oe would ride into the
town to try and avail himsell of any Information concerning
HeCarty. Fi., Sumner ot this tine was a small towvn of some
200 to 300 inhabitants moatly ¥exicans. These townsfolk
were elither friends of the Kid or else were afraid of him,
This made the situstion o Somewhat precariocus one for Poe,
Desplte his cautlion the cltlzens queationed Poe extensively
and as a consequence ne was unable to find out anything

concerning the whereabouts of hie man.57

56
Ibid., ppe 14-15, Garrett, in an interview for the

Santa Fe Hew dexlean roprinted in the London Times,
declared that 1t was he rnd not Poe who received
cormmunication that the "Kid®" was atill alive.
London Times, Aupust 1%, 1881,

avBrininatool. Loc, cit., pp. 98-100,
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Failing to secure any information in the town, e rode

out to meet Gurrett snd Hekinney at the rendezvous they‘had
previously decided upon. 2oe commented in lataf years
that the sctions of the people convinced him that Billy
was in the vicinity.ss Gérratt, not to be denied, décided
to male one laat attenmpt to find the oblect of his hunt;
He. told nie others that he knew the locatlion of the house
formely acémpied by fhe outlaw's girl, Together the
three officers proceeded to the back of this house and
remalned there until sround eleven o'clock when Garrett
suggested they leave, Poe, however, remalned unsatiafiéd.
He persusded them to ﬁo to see Pate Maxwell, a man who was
known to heave ssme Influence in the c#mmunity and who was
reputeﬁ to have had more than a passing acquaintance with
the Kid.sg
Haxwell lived in a building formerly used as an officers?
gquarters., It was a long one-story adobe withyg porch on
the south side and a paling fence incloasing it. Garrets,
in charge of the party, told them to walt outside while he
went in to Mazwell.lcKinney atatloned himself on the oute

side of the fence and Poe sat at the edge of the poreh,

57prininatool, loc. cit., pp. 98-100.

8
5 Poe, op. eit., p. 27,

Sglbid., pPpe 27-28,
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Less thon a minute later Poe spotted s hatiess and shoe=-

less man some 30 to 40 steps avway. He had a gun in his

hand and repeated "fho 13 it" several times in 3panish;
The marshal told him not to be alarmed and within an
instant the fipure went through the door of Kaxwell's hQuse
aﬁd diﬁappeared into the darknﬁsa.sa

‘Garratt, in the meantime, hsd found ¥axwell in bed end
went over to him and szt down., He had just starte:! to talk
to Maxwell"about the object of his visit...when a nman
entered the room in stockinged feekl, with a platol in one
hand and u knife in the other."®l Before the figure reachéd
the bed Garrett In a whisper asked his host who 1t was.
The latter whilaspers:d that it was the Kld. In the next
morent the uninvite: guest came over and placed his hand
on thie bed and asked Maxwell twice "%ho 1s 1it," meaning
Garrett ." He then raised his gun and backed away repeate

ing "Who is it." OCarrett wasting no tirme fired twice and

508rininstool, loc. cit., p. 102,

Blinterview of fGarrett with Santa Fe New MNexican reprinted
in London Times, Augpust 18, 1861, There are several
versions of how HeCarty came to be at Maxwell's with a
butcher knife., Hunt elaims that his girl told him to go
there and get some nent for a mesl she was about to coock
him. Xunt, op. cit., p. 313. Gurrett cleimed the "Kig"
was in another part ol tho laxwell bullding end feeling
hungry, declided to go to his host to get some beefl,
Garrett, DBs ﬁa, Pe 145,
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a smrll outline dropped to> the floor. Gorrett then stepped
over the body and ran out. He told Poe that he had just
shot the "¥id." In the next few moments the four men, not
knowing whether the man inside the house was dead, declded
to n-ld & lantern up %o thé window to make sure, What
thoy saw was a flgure stietched out on his back. A desperado
had died, The btime was around : Adnlglt July 14, 1881¢62

Lawlessness for the most part in Lincoln County was dead.
The good people's drive for law and order had inevitably
won out. John Poe commented that "the taking-off of the
1Kid?', had & salutery effect in New HMexlico and the Panhande
mest of his followers 1eav1ﬁg the country, for the time
being, at lesst; and s grent many percons who had sympathized
with him, or been terrorize’ by him, com?letely change+
thelr attitude toward the enforcement of the law,"63

The jyuestlon that has bothered historians and writers on
the Hew Xexlean bad man Is why did deCarty, & man who hﬁd“
nover hositumte.! to shoot when danger threastened his 11?6.‘

back off inside the room and not fire. He certeinly had

82Gasrett, op. clt., pp. 147-148; Poe, op. cit., pps 37-41;
London Times, Auzust 18, 18813 Coe. Disclosed Pete Maxwell's
subsequent testimony to the Justice of the Pesce,

Ale jondro Jegura, of the County of liguel, The faur
versions clted differ only in minor details, Coe, one cli.,

63 52,
“Ban nstoéi loc. eglt., p. 104,
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the drop on CGarrett and what with the two men outside

and & noan sitting on the edge of n bed in a dark room
late at night, the situation obviously implied some sort
of danger. Garrett clalmed the boy was reluctant to
shoot for fear of hitting his friend Haxwell, and that
shots would most certalnly have brought the Ltwo men oute
side into it., By backing off in a diagonal line toward
the ccrnef, Garratt folt MeCarty was daing e wise thing.
This would give hinm a better control of the situation.
The few seconds he took to do this, however, were just
1ong enough for Garrett to draw his gun and do the
resulting damagﬁ.54 

John W, Poe offered the sugrestion thut perhaps the
youth felt he was in a house of friends and had no suse
picion whatsoever that the law would ever come thare.ss
This would saemltm show the love of fellow man idea which
Carrett and Cos maintalined the boy alwayas had. A solution

that has only been hinted at In the past might alao be

taken into consideration here, The fncot that HelCarty

64 ' o
~"Fulton, op. c¢lt., pp. 220-223, Garrett, in an interview

with tho banta re Hew Hexlcan several days after
HeCarty's death, end reprinted in the London Times, sald
that he thought the "Eid" was surprised and thrown off
guard., London Times, August 18, 1861, '

ssﬁrininstoul, loc, cit., p. 104,
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didn't shoot when the sltuation alwost surely called for it
gould lead one to conclude that perbaps he was not as

tpigger happy and the cold-blooded killer that his carecr
| of crime %auld have one believe, Whatever the answer it
cannot be denied that hils refussl to shoot was very unlike
his past experiences in somewhat similar situations,

Ho overall picture of the 1ife of Billy the Kld would
be complete without an sxenination of n vitsl part of his
maisup, the legend surrounding him. It l1a in the romantic
story of miasfortune's chlld that hls fame has endure!, Had
it not been for the aura of romanticlsm thet has been
weaved around him 1t 1s very probable that the name of
B1lly the Kid would be lost In the multitudinous number of
outlaws th&ﬁ once strolled over the southwest, ‘

The name Billy the Kid today 1s associated with & kind
of magle., Pew people, excluding historisns cnd Inhabitantsa
of the immediate swurroundings where he lived and died, can
tell you very much about the "Kid", what le d4id, what his
'raal nare was, or even the exact location of his desperate
deeds, Dven thcugﬁ they mipght be bereft of the vital
statlistics on him, one significant fact stands out; théy do
recognize hils name and they do know thst he was some kind
of outlaew, The averspe western fan, particularly the

younger generation is sware thit he has been the subject
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of at least two top grade movies snd a goodly number of "BY
pletures, The latter have portrayed him as & man of impec-
eable character, one who never falled to work on tho side
of the law in pursulng the lawlesz. This, as Lias been
seen, is not gulite true, LeCarty's sto:ry, however, does
not end with the movies, He has been the subject of no
lesa than 436 written pleces. In truth, the hoy has become
elmost an popular s« subject &8 ALbrabam Lincoln on which to
write, What is the enswer? Wherein 1lies the fascinstion
behind the outlaw who has been called by one writer "the
most unaccountable ligure in frontier hiatory.”65 |

Undoubtedly a most Important factor in the making of
Henry licCarty into a legend lay In the nens and imsginations
of three writers, "Ash” Unson, Charles Giringo, and
Walter Hoble Durns, The first, previously considered,
claimed to have known the Eld Crom childhond; the second
met the boy only briefly In the winter of 1875~79; the
third neve~ suw him at all, Desplite thls lack of intimacy
with licCarty each writer wrote about him es il he had been
a oclose friend. A btyplical passage out of Upson's book
reads as follows: "All who ever knew Billy will testify

that his polite, cordial, and gentlemanly bearing invited

Gsﬁunt, ope. clt.,rontisgpisce,
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confidence and promised protection--the first of which he
never hetraved, and the latter he was never known to withe
hold."67 At nnother point Upsan referred to his auhjadt's
devotion to his mother, "Bllly," his biographer wrote,
Ydid, truly, love and revere his mother, and »#11 his after
life of orime wus marked by deep devotion and respect for
good women, born, doubtless, of his adoration for her, 768
Upson, through his writings, saw the boy ss a frontiersman
whose nunerous crimes could o exoused by his sterling
character,

Walter Hoble Burns alzo wove fancy into history.
J. C. Dykes in his bibliograrhy on Billy the Kid throws the
followinyg light on his writing, "The chlef defect,"says

Dykes, "of the book The Saga of Billy the Kid by Burns 1is

the invented dislogue, used very freely throughout." The
bibliographer further stantes that "Burns, the reporter,
unable to fervet out the facts neede! to write history, and
writing folklore wlthout saying so, males no small contrie
bution to the legend. For all ité faults, however, it is

an entertaining aaga.”ﬁg

67Garrett5 op. ¢it., p. 23.
®®1p14., p. 21,
69
Dykes, op. cit., p. 57, See nlso ¥alter Hoble Burns,

The Sace of Bllly the Kid (N.Y.: Doubleday, Page, and
Co., 19287, 322 pe
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The third blographer of the Kid, Charles Siringo, met
him at the LA Hanch in the Texas Panhandle during the
winter of 1878-79. He claimed to heve become 1ntimatély
acquainted with him during his stay there. Hls dramatlc
portray:l of the young outlaw is evident from the follow-
ing passape: "Thus ended the 1ife of William I, Bonney,
one of the coolest-headed, and most daring young outlaws,
that ever lived. He had dwelt upon this earth just
twenty-one years, seven months and twenty-one days,"70

Though it can hardly be questiaﬁed that such a coloring
ol' McCarty's 1life =28 these three writers weore able to do |
was the major factor in the molding of his legend; never-
theless, the dime novels seceking to explolt him must be
considered a contributing force, Indeed, this pulp fiction
painted such an unreal story that Pat Garrett claimed to
have written his 1ife on Billy the Kid partly in response
ta the vast amount of cheap llterature thait was circulating
on the boy soon after ais death.71
Zagides the highly flavored literaturse, there are

several other factors involved in the malking of the ¥eCarty

’oCharles &, Siringo, ngexas Cowboy =~ Or Fifteen Years On
tiie Hurricane Deck of n spanish Pony {Few York: RNew
American Library, luyb0), p. 118.

71
Pulton, op. cit., p. xiii. J. C, Dykes has found at
lenst twelve publicatlons on the "Kid" prior to Garrett's
publication in 1€82, Dykes, op. cit., pp. 11-15,
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legend, His nickname of "Billy the Kid" is at once a title
that would 4in itself endear hinm to the publiets fancy. The
nems arose in all probability as a result of his ycuth;

The name suggests an unreal atmoaphape anﬁ the lact that
the boy behind the name wore a gun and used it only
furthered his appesl.

A later historian, Marshall Fishwick, of Washington
and Lee Univsraity, offers the thesis that "law-abiding
eitizens pet n delicioun, vicarious thrill from & killer's
w72

bloody progress. Fishwick, in a letrter to the

Saturday Review of Literature of November 23, 195%,

concerning the Kid, wrote that "people settle on what
they want to balieve about o hero, and not on what
actually haypened."vs
HcCarty, hinmsell, added to his lepgend by declaring from
time to time that he had killed a man for evory year of his
life. Though Garrett and Coe both claimed the boy was not

of a boastiul nature, it 18 evident from some of their

writings in thelr conversations with him that he was not

7e
Marshall Fishwick, "Billy the Kid - The Making of a Legend,"
Saturday Heview of Literature (October 11, 1952), p. 11.

Puarshell Fishuick in a letter to the edltor, Saturday
Review of Literature (Hovember 29, 1952), p. 24.
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averse to talking of his deeds., In his freqguent intorviews

with the press he was incline¢ to make out a case for his
being a chlld of circumstanco.74 .

A most significant sesgment in the legend of Billy tﬁe
Kid is the &bsolute refusal of some to belleve that he
died thet July night in 1881 at Ft. Sumner, Practiecally
every year since hisvdeath, the youth hus been reported
as living in lexico, California, Arizona, New lexico,
Texas, and even in South America.vs The most sensational
and without a doubt the most convineling elaim to the
"Kid fs" resurrection from the grave was offered by
0. L. Roberts in 1948. A young lawyer nsmed Willilaem lorrison
apent over two years in seeking to prove Roberts! claim
that he was Billy the Kid. The man was so convincing
thet the governor» of New lexlco, Habry, on Noverber 2@,
1950, called a meeting to hear Hoberts' regueat for a
pardon for the deeds that icCarty had done over seventy-five
years before. Hany of the old-timers, includiﬁg
"Kip™ MeKinney, tihe man who with Poe and Oarrett had taken
part in tﬁe Kid's death, Garrett's son, and noted western
historiens assembled to hear Roberts give his testimony.

The 014 men mede such a poor showlng that the governor

%300 perticularly the Dally Fow Mexican of Santa Fe,
J-‘i.pf'il 17, leg‘lp in F’Ultcn (e;d.)’ QE‘Q c"vt:’ Phe 194' 198;
G&I‘i’"ett, O cittg P 133.

75Sonnichsen, op. c¢it., p. 11,
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dismissed the whole thing in disbelief. The strain proved
too much for floberts anc shortly after he died. He had
been so convineing to many of the old friends of HeCarty
atill 1iving, however, that more than a few of them signed
aff'idavits to the affecp that Hoberts was the real lcCoy.

When Hdorrison turned over his conmpiled data on his
sub ject to the noted western historian, Charlaeas Sonnichsan,
the latter, after a thorough study of the materlals, was
unable to come to a conclusion other than that Hoberts,
because of the knowledge he hed had of the "Kid's" 1life
" must have been thore in the [lesh when the boy was perpo-
tra~ing his crimes. Iils book close’ with a challenging
question: ", . ,If BruslyBill Roberts wasn't Billy the Kid,
then who was l'zva‘.""76

A8 the years bhetween lawlessness and peace and order
began to widen, i1t becams rathsr a means of pride for one
to say that he lived In the county in which Billy the Kid
had once roamed., Hany people forgot the killings and
violence in which he had had & hand. They only knew that

1t was very gratifying to sssocliete themselves with the -

76
Sonnlchsen, op. clt., pp. 3, 4, 9, 10, 80O,
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outlaw, An obviosus fdentity of NeCarty with oneself and

one's native c unty {8 to be found in the following letter

to the editor in the 3aturday Review of Literature for

Hoverber 8, 1952 written from Lincoln County:

Billy the Xid lived at a time when = men could

not take the decency of his fellows for granted.

He lived at o time when it was the right of a

man to bactk upr his ides with a gun. and it

happened that Billy had the iden that the

murdsrers of Tunstall, the only frliend he had,

were rats, He dedicated himaelfl to the task of

riling the wirld of them, so the twenty-ocne 77

notches on his guns vere not ull mere coinclidenco.
Granted that the times were turbulont and that the
Murphy-Dolan crowd played rough even to the extent of
 killing, this seems 1little jJjustification for some of
the boy's behavior,

In order to have HcCarty appear in a more favorable
light some of the leading writers on him have tried to
cut down on many of hias turbulent activities, 4 good
example of this 13 in the number of men that the "Kig"
actually killed with his ouwn gun. ‘'The origlnal twenty-one
18 by any standards incorrect. Imeraon Hough, who talked

with Gurrett claimed thet the boy ked nine to his credit.v8

"Tauby R, Douglass, "Lotter to the Edltor,” BSaturday
Review of Litaerature (November B, 1962), p. £4.

aEme?snn Houpgh, "Traveling the 01d Traeils," Saturda
Evening Post (October 4, 1619) p. 141; Fulton cisimed
that Hough had charged the "Kid" with 11-12 killings.
Fulton, op. cit., p. xix, i
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Gerzett's book on HeCarty glves him credit for twelve
American victims.79 In light of recent research it would
seom that he cén be associated with no more than five
direct killings: Cahill, the blacksmith at Ft, Sumner;
Beckwith, Bell, and Ollinger. In at least seven others,
however, e was on the scene and more than likely contri-
butes to the gunplay. These are Horton, Baker, Hindman,
Brady, Buckshot Hoberts, Bernsteln and Carlyle. Though
the list has been whittieﬁ from twenty-one to a sure five,
the fact cannot be overlookes that those flve had thelr
- lives taken away in a menner not in accord with the
accepted standards of soclety,.

In rolding Henry HeCsrvy up for Linal judgnent 1t is
wise to let hls contemporarles and the wrlters mnst.closely
assoclated with his career speak on his behalf, ¥lguel Ttero,
the former governor of Kew Hexlico and an acquaintance of the

outlaw in 12880, said that "Billy was a good boy, but he was

79 ‘ \
Fulton, op. cit., p xXix, Due tn the 1little value that

the old west placed on the lives of Mexicans and Indians,
these were usually not listed in numbering a man's
killings.
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hounded by bad men who wanted to kill hiwm, because they

fearad him, and of course he had to defend himselr, "80
Anothor friend of the Kid wrote:

Billy was a man with 2 noble heart, and a perfect
gentleman., He never killled a native citizen of
New Hdexico in all his career, and the men he
killed, he simply had to in defense of his own
life, Fe nevsr had to borrow courage {rom any
man as he had plen 'y of it himself,.Sl

O. T. Headows, who housed Billy sonmetime after the
Bell-0llinger killings, also spoke glowingly of him:

e« ¢« o There 18 something about the Kid that makes

me think he was pretty well bred., I believe the

Kid did have some pretty good feeling, he was pretiy
well bred and was an expert at both shooting, monte
and six-shooting. FHe had that humane feeling that
most of us have, « . « I fesl good towards him. He
was a creature of circumatances,82

Perhaps the man who was in the best positlon to Judge
the Loy was his killer, Pat Garrett, He, with the si1d of
"Ash" Upson, pa‘d a fine and somewhat penetrating tribute
to him:

The kid's career of crime was not the sutgrowth of an

evll disposition, nor was 1t caused by unchecked

youthful indiscretions, It was the result of

untoward, in fact unfortunate, circumstances, acting
upon a bold, reckless, ungoverned and unpovernable

8054 guel Antonto Otero, iy Life on the Frontier (Hew York:
Press of the Ploneers, 1935), 1, p. 215,

g8l
Ibid., p. 215, The spesker 13 Don Hartin Chaves of
Santa Fe in a talk with Otero.,

a2 :
Hunt, op. cit., De 301,
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apirit, which no physical restraint could

check, no danger appell, and no ggwer lsss

potent than death could conquer.

Plcturesgue and poetic, yes,-but with a touch of friendship
and perhaps real admiration,

Taking into considﬂrntibn the fact of hero worship and
the desire of Amﬁﬁicans to oresaste and propagate the legend,
the aforementioned testimonies must in part stand as a
truthful portraysl of Henry McCarty. Too meny people have
teatified to the goodness in him for some part of it not
to be true, It is not difficult to read into these opinions
that many felt blm to be a c¢hild of circumstance,

In passing judgmabt on Henry Helarty there are many
factors to teke into consideration, IHis background, though
158t to history, seems to have been not all too pleasant,
His snvirconment was conducive to lawlessness, unrest, and
selfl-nssertiveness, Tho conntry wes new and the people
associsted with 1t were rough and of'ten ruthleas, Though
rmurder and gun play was certainly not the rule, it was
definitely not the exception. It can be said in the "Kidg's"
favor that the fuct that he swore alleglance to the losing
faction in the Linecoln County Yar had much to do wlth his
future lawless career, Contemporaries attribute many fine

qualitlies to him.

B%. Fulton, op. clt., p. xxvii,
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Despite his obvious good traits and his unfortunate
habit of always having hed to buck his heredity and
environment, Biily the Kid wazs the cause of wmuch blood-
shet sad thievery. Perhapg had the surroundings and the
situations been dlfferent, Henry icCarty would have be-
come a {ine citizen. Whgt with his lesdership qualities
he might well have been. It muat be concludesd, however,
that though legend and Lortune waulé have him a beardless
boy with & gun st his hip and & swectheart nt his side,
in renllty Lie was 1little more than a youthful desperado

with blood on his hands snd n stain on his szoul.



CHAPTER IIX
WYATT EARP

In Monmouth, Illinnis, Nicholas P. EZarp wans o Larmer.
Be had moved thers in 18423 after he had married

Virginia Anne Cooksey.l On Harch 19, 1848, a son was born

to Hicholas and Virginla Zarp, named for the former's old
Mexlcan wur commander, Wyatt Ber-y Stapp. VWyatt wnas one
of aix aoné, heling fourth in seniorlty. Two of his
brothers, Virgil and dorgan were later to {igure very

prominently in his life, particularly in Tbmbatane.g

1gtunrt ¥. Lake, YWyatt Iarp, Frontier Marshal (lew York:
Houghton HIfIlin~COnpafy, 18517, p. 4« Lake Is the only
source for Farp's early life and in the light of the
whole book some of the sarly adventures of the boy csnnot
be accepted as absolutely true,

BIbid., p. B. Sec algo Wil iam Barelay Hasterson, "Famous
Gunfighters - Wyatt Earp,"  Human Life (Kovember, 1%07)
P O
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During the Civil War, lilcholas and the three oldest

brothers serve: in the Union army, while VWyatt and the
remaining Earps harvested the corn crop at home, Sonew
time In 16864 the father returned home and the family sub-
seguently sot out for Califarnia.3 Heaching thelr desti-
nation in Decémber of the ssme year, tle Lurps bought a
farm a few miles [rom San Eernardin0.4

IWya,ﬁ doscribed himself at thls age as being a wiry,
long-legped youth with clear cut features, a straight
nose and generous mouth. lo stood 8lx feet tall and
welghed around 140 pounds; hils eyes wore blue gnd hils
halr was blond, With the exception of adding a few more
pounds and adopting the frontler mustache, Wyatt was to
remain the same in physicel features throughout his carespy
on the plains.s

With the frontier responsibilities that made no
concesalons to the felnt hesrted, the wvouth soon changed
into a man in the next few years. For three monﬁhs in 1865
Earp drove a stage from Sen Bernardino to Los Angeles. In

the spring of '66 he was stationed at the front of a

3191@.. pp. ©-11, Lake says that Nicholss LEa:p left the

armty In 1£84 because he had been a slaveholder and didn't
dapprove of Lincoln's policy on emancipation,
Ibid" p‘ 20’

6 ;
Ibid,, p. 13, lMastervon, loe., cit., p. 9.

——— Neewwannan aaww——————
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sixteon animal outflt pushing toward 8alt Lalke City." The

young man then hires out in the spring of 1867 to
Charles Chrismen, who had secured a grading contract from
the Unfon Paciflc Hallroad. By the late fall of 1868 the
rallroad had neared its coépletian and Earyp décided to
return to Honmouth to sec his grandfather, Here he married
the daughter of & neighbor, but an attack of typhus was to
snufl out her life before the vear wos mﬂ;.'7

In the summer of 1859 the frontier beckoned the twenty-
three year old Earp and for the rest »of his life 1t was to
have 1ts kold on him, In the next two yeers he resided in
St. Louis, Epringlfield, and Kansas City.a While in
Kansas City in 1871, he decided to become a bufl'sle hunter
for several sessons, By 1870 private businoessmen began to
concern themselves with the enormoua profits to be made
from the great bulfalo herds that roamed the greast plains
f~om the Bragzos River to the other side of the Canndian
border, The buflffalo hide and the meat which the aningl
vyeilded were {n great demand and many {rontiersmen soon

saw thelr opportunity to make s killing.g

sLaka, op. cit., p. 22,
7

Ibid., pp. 28-29.
Bibid., Pp. £9-32.

93tuart N, Lake, "The Buffalo bunters,“ baturday Evening Post
(October £5, 1830), p. 12,
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The buffalo season usually started around the first of
September and terminated sometime in late larch or early
April, It was not unusual for a good hunter to earn as
much as 72,8500 in one season.1? ¥hile frequenting the
many buffalo csmps on the plalns, Wyatt Parp met many of
the people who would later become famous in the Yiest,
That the bﬁffalo hunter was all man, there can be 1little
doubt, The conditions and hardships ons was forced to
endure whlle hunting out in the open would not have had
i1t otherwise., These camps'of the early seventies were %o
‘serve as the training grounds which was subsequently to
unleash on the frontier some of the most talented gune
fightors.ever produced; gunfighters who would wori behind
a8 tin star for frontier justice or as an oub and out bad
ﬁan.ll

In the sapring of 1873 after Wyatt hed collected a second
year's pay for his buffalo hwnting, he and many other like
him were becoming consclous of n great transition taking
place on the prairie. The character of the pluins settle-
nentsy, particularly*ﬁansas, w2 changing from a buffalo

range to a rendezvous for beef cattle. "The tide of the

10
11

Ibld., pe 25,

Avesm———

Lake, Op. 9}_&0, Pe 67,
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groat Texas trail-herds," wrote Stuart lLake, "was mounte

ing, speeding bulrTalo extinctlion and supulanting over-
night the business bullt up by the hunters as trading
poéts which had existed solely for thelir pat-onage
compated for prestige as Gwaowns."la

In 1673 Lllsworth, Kansas, was a thriving cattle town
of some 1,000 Inhabitants, The town was situated on the
hanks of the Smoky HILl River in a treeless plain of mud,
Like the orher cattle contars of the ¢ay, Ellsworth had 1ts
cattle pens, business st--ets and sod houses, By mid
August 1873, the setting was just ripe to glve Ellsworth
"several months of fame as the wildest cow town of the
West."13 Subsequent ecvents not only gave Ellsworth a
place in history bub more important for this study; it
gerved a3 the background that first provoked the later
controversies ovser Wyatt Larp,

Earp told Stuart Leke, his biographer, thet he ar:xived.
in Ellsworth in Avgust of 1873. About the same time one
of the Vest's greatest gunfipghters, Ben Thompson, came to

tovn and alnmost immediately went Into the livestock

12014., p. 6a.

————

13 ,
Floyd Benjamin Streeter, Prairie Tralls and Cow Towns

{(Boaton: Chapman and Griwmes, 19356], ppe 105, 108, 1133
Stuart ¥, Lake, "Teles of the Kansas Cow Towns,"
Saturday Lvening Post (Movember 8, 1630), p. 19.
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businass.14 According to the barp version, on August 15
thers wns a poker game running in Joe Brennan's saloon.
Bill %Yhompson, Bill's brother,got into an srgument over
thoe pame ané ran ncross the street to get his gun., He
then returned angd shot the sherliff, who was in the saloon.
Bill then ran vack across the street and fortifled hime
self in a building along with Ben snd sowme fifty cohorts,
Wyatt, sitting in a chalr just outside the saloon, heard
the commotion and rose to find out the source of the
disturbance. In the next fow moments he was gliven a
badge and, strapping on a psi» ol puns, he walked across
the street to face the Thompsons. ‘hat was supposed to
have cesulted in the nexl few moments was to make Larp a
Westeorn supesrman in‘thaeyea of all of Lake'!'s readers, He
13 reputed to have forced Ben Thompsonto throw out his
shotpgun In the street and to huve marched bhim down to the
jail where he was fined 425 Tor being an accessory to the
murder of’ the sherisff, Thls feat was sunld to have been

done in the presence of some {ifty men who were in the

. 15
building with the Thompsons,

14 ;
Stroeter, op. cit., p. 111,

lshake, "Tales of the Kansas Cow Towns," Saturday Evening
o8t (November 8, 1930), p. 19.




79
This story was the accepted version from the publish-

ing of Lake's book in 1931 until 1836 when Floyd Bsnjanmin
Streeter, perhaps the outstanding authority on the cow

town, publlshed his book. OStreeter talked to wmany old-timers
and searched the newspapers of the day, particularly the

Ellsworth Heporter., His research proved a startling fact.

Wyatt Barp was not connected in any way with the August 15
episode and to make matters more humlliating for the fron-
tier marshal, Streeter concluded that VWyatt Earp was not
even in Ellsworth at the time.'® . #. Ralne, commenting
on the Earp version of the Hllaworth adventure pointed

up a thought thet 1s worth noting. "The odd thing about
Wyatt's recollections of the past," noted Ralne, "is that

he of'ten takes hold of some incident attridbuted to some

155treeter, op. ¢it., pp. 116-123. According to Str@eter's
findings in the Ellswoith Reporter, Ben and Bill were
watching a poker game, One of the participants wanted
to bet more than he had and ben called to Jonn aterling,
another cbserver, to back the play., Sterling sald he
would and told Ben 1f he won he would give him half. The
same dasy Ben aske”Sterling for the wmoney and the latter
responded by slapping him in the face. In the next few
minutes Ben and Bill srmed themselves and Bill shot the
sheriff, claiming later that the gun went off accldentally,
“hen the police refused to arrest him, Hayor Miller dis-
missed them. Ben thenbargained with Miller agreeing to
surrender if the others were disarmed, When this was
done, Sheriff Hopuve took Ben's guns and the hostilities
ceased,
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other man and applies it to hinself."7 This thesis is

further strengthened in later years of hls career.

¥hat Enrp disclosed in his EllswdBth story, he certalinly
followed up in relationship to his ¥Wichita narrative,
Stunrt Lake has portrayed him as the nonpareil of law
officars during his residence there from early summer 1874

to May of'lﬁ?ﬁ.lg

Wichita during this time enjoyed
Ellsworthta resutation of the 1873 sengon as belng the
toughest cow town on the frontler,

In reality the Wyatt Earp story in VWichits is a
decidedly uneventful one in comparison to what Lakte and
Enryp would have one believe., The clty records show that
en Ap»il 21, 1875, the newly orme”’ eity councll appointed
dyatt Earp to the offiece of palicem&n.lg The reccords do
not mention kin agein untll April 16, 1878, at which time
he Talled in 8 vote of counecil to obtrin a renewnl on his
[

<0
Job a=z policeman, Lake, covering this same period of time,

had Zarp as the city nmarshal who had run so many men out

17pe11 First Editlon, Riders West (N.Y.: Dell Publishing Co.,
1556), p. 36.

18&tuart ¥. Lake, "The Frontier Marshal," Suturday Evening

Post (November 15, 1830), pp. 18-17,

1¢
3“Lettar From Cherley,” Laugh Book Hararine (Januury, 1¢57),

Pp. 62-63. Hereafte: cilted as Laugh Book Magazine.
201pid, p. 63,
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of the town that he had decided to move to groener pastures

in Dodge City.QI

The third and last mentlon of the ublguitous and fearless
lawman on the elty records 1s found in s report of the
council on M¥ay £2, 1&76. The report included the followe-
ing statement: “Rsﬁort of the Police Committee relating
to the discharge of ;o}icoman Richey and &lso the enforce~
ment of the vagrant act and further recommending the Script
of V., Barp and John Behrens be with-held until all moneys
collected by them for the city be turned over to the City
Prensurer, "o Apparently M¥r, Earp was not as resourceful
in his duties as he tried to make out, The Wichita period
of his 1life is at once s meaningless and misrepresented one
snd serves only to point up what was stoeted in connection
with his Ellsworth ¢laims, Uyatt Larp was ever anxlous
to impress one and 8ll thuat he was the greistest muarshal
and western supermen that ever lived. karp, however, was
to earn some of the reputation that he claimed for himself
in the next years as peace officer in Dodge City and

Tombstona,

21
Lake, op. eit., pp. 125-133, A1l of the feats which Earp

takes credit for In VWichita are not mentioned anywhere
else except in Lake's book., For thls reason it seems
unnecesaary to dlscuss thenm here, Lake'!s stories must be
regarded as just another part of the Larp legend.

o

Laugh Book Mggazine, 1loc.  cit., p. 64.
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On November 16, 18821, Judge Spicer of Tombstone

recelived the following dispateh {rom the residents of
Dodge City cmnéerning their former marshal. It ceme at a
time when Uyatt was oﬁ trial for having pﬂrtigipated in
the killing of three men in the streets of Tombstone.
"We the undersigned residents of Dodpre City, Ford County,
Kansas, " read the document, "do by these presents certify
that we are personally scquainted wlth Wyatt Larp, late
of this éity; thnt he came here in the year 18763 that
during the years 1877, 1878 and 1879 he was marshal of
our c¢ity; that he left our place in the Fall of the vear
1879; that durlng his whole stay here he occupied a high
sodiml posltion and wus regarded and iaoked upon £8 a
‘high~mindeﬁ, honorable ciltizen; that as mesrshal of oup
city he was ever vigilent in the discharge of his duties,
and while kind and courteous to all le wss brave and un-
flinching and on all occssions proved himself the right

L
man in the right place; . . nED

Douglas D, Martin, Tombstone's Epltaph (Albuquergue:

The Universlty of Wew dexico Press, 1951), p. 194, This
document was publishe? in the Novembar 29, 1£81 issue of
the Epitaph. Lake found the original document in an old
adobe courthouse in Cochise County, Arizona. Lake,

9‘31 9_3._:;_., Plle 23‘6"2:‘57.
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Other contemporary sccounts conflirm Earp's dependabllity.

The Ford County Globe for Hay 14, 1£78, declare’! that

"lyatt Harp, the most efficlent officer Dodge ever had, has
just returned from Texas. He was Immediantely reappointed
marahal by our City Dads, much to thel- eredit . . . ."24
This is no small pralse from & town which boaste? such
frontier peace officers as "Bat" idasterson, BI1l Tilghman
and Charlcy Bassett. Lven such a grest debunker of the
Farp legend as W, . Haine clalimed that Wyatt was a "good
marshal while in Dodge. "%

Whey Wyatt Iarp arrived in Dodge in late May of 1E76,
at the time the town was four years 01d.26 The Atchison
Topeka and Santa Fe had reached thers in September of 1872,
In the early yenrs the plains around Dodge had ba@n.te&miﬂg
with buffalo., With the mass slaughter that characterized
the early soventies, however, the buflfelo wus soon on Lis
way to extinction and so were the businessmen of the town,
Fortunately 1t was saved by ths railroad and the catile

merket. R, i, Wright wrote that "belng the border rallrosd

town, Dodse also becames at once the cattle markcet for the

24
Stanley Vestal, Quecn of Cowtowns Dodge City (New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1952), p. 153

“5De11 Fir~st Editlion, op. cit., p. 38.

2
eLﬁka, 92_. Citn’ Pe 136,
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whole southweatern frontier, and, very shortly, the cattle
business became enormous, »eing practically a1l of that
connected éith Western Kansas, eastern Colorado, Hew Mexico,
Indian Territory (now Oklshomsa ), and Texas."<! The main
drives from Texas to Dodge started in 1875-76 with some
250, 020 hesd beiny deposited there, For the next ten
years Dodge was to ocoupy the position as the pgreatest
cattle market in the world.ee

The city not only openes 1ta doosrs to the cattle
industry, but also played host to the frontier's toughest
elemen s, the bullwhacker, the mule skinner and even the
soldler, for Ft, Dodge was but five niles away. The site-
uation definttely ealled for some smort of law enforcement,
On and off for the néxﬁ Tour years Yyatt Farp was to pro=-
vide more than his share of 1t.29

Whey Wyatt became & peace officer in Doxdpe soon after
his arrival, he was forced to handle & seemingly paradoxicnld

siltuation. The town was composed in the rmein of two factions,

One the one side were the clitirzens that dermanded law ang

[y

2730obert M. ¥right, Dodee Cliy The Cowbov Capital (Wichita:
Wlchita Eagle Press, 1%13%), p. 9.

28
Ibid., p. 288,

29 :
Vestal, op. eilt., p. 142, 1In the docket of the public court
in Dodpe City dr. Vestal £und that Wyatt Enrp was s peace
officer d »ing three periods: ¥ay 17-September 8, 18763
July 6-late Novewber, 1£77; iHay 12, 1872-3eptember 8, 1879,
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order: on the other were the wealthy merchants and rail-
roasd men who catered to the business brought In by the
‘hunters and cowboys. The good citiz&ha were in part satls-
fied by a town ordinance which provided "that no person |
shull in the city of Dodpge City carry concealed about
his or her person any pistol, DBowle Knife, slingshot or
other dendly wespon axcept United States, county, btownship,
or city officers."™? If this "no weapon ordinance”" wore
enfbrce@, the cowboy and hls employers would soon také
thel» husineas eclsewhoro, for alter a Tew months on the
lonely trall, the cattle'town provided the only wmeans of
rellieving the emotlionsal strain thet such conditlons promote.
Thls relieving of trall frustration often took the form of
what Dodie called ”hﬁrrahina the town.,"

During Wyattl!s term of office at Dodue ke in no way made
concesaions to hils opposition., Rather he made them bend
to the people's will, as the following incident shows.
Bob Wright, an alderman of the city and a great friend of
the cowhoy by virtue of his owning the bilggest mercantile
store in Dodge, trie! on one occasion to gpet VWyatt to re-

lease from jail a cattlemen who had caused trouble and whom

30

e
2
.

p‘ 97.

|
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Earp had locked up. Wright argued with the marshal and

even tried to take the key to the juil away from him. The
lawvman retaliaste’ by throwing the slderman in jail.51
Needless to say, Eserp and Viright had little to say to
each other thersafter, |

The frontier policeman was forever becominpg involved
in some sort of gunplay. In Dodje the conecentration of
the West's toughest individuals‘intensified the killings
and gunplay that pervade? the cattle and mining towns.
Tﬁat Wyatt Ezrp was responsible for only one killing dur-
ing his restdence in Dodge, is a tribute to the man's
ability, The incident occurred in the lathter part of
July, 1878, Fddle Foy, 2 renowned comedlan, was entopre-
taining at the Comique Theatre and the whole tosn had
turned out for it. Wyatt, on duty at the time, stationed
himself just outside the doors of the theatre. He noticed
a horseman in the rogd turn and canter by. Tﬁe rider sub~
sequently rode back by the marshal at a fast pace firing
as he passe:. The bullet lodges in a post by Earp's side,
Several shots were fired and in the exchange, one of Wyatt's
bullets hit the mari and the man fell from his horse and

later died,%2

1
Masterson, loec. cit., p. ©; Lake, op. cit., p. 173,

S32Eddie Foy and Alvin F. Harlow, Clovming Through Life (N.Y.:
B.P.Dutton and Co., 1838) pp.11v-113; iiasterson, loc.clt.,
p. 93 Lake, op. cit., ;306.
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The fpet that he was Involved in 1ittle shonting in
Dodie wes Luegely dus to fwe features of his makeup.
First and foremost, wis that he was too proficient with
the gun, "Bat" once told Stuart Lake that "Wyatt!'s speed
and skill with o six-zun made almost sny play ageinst him
with werpons, no cont&st,“SQ It wzs the other Tactor,
hcwevar, that kept Earp out of trouble when the slituxtion
gug;este’ a pun fight, Georre Bolds, vwho knew Uyatt at
Tndse, snid thats

dyatt Darp ... w28 8 grest bellever in the srt

of the bluflfl ' ahau“nr at the enrd tubke, or in

a sunfight, Earp wes o great one for naking a

man think he was poing to draw, Ile would alash

a2t instend, qulick as z snake, and kneck the

fellow out ....lle had 2 healthy respect for the

burrel of his sixz-shooter....'o4

Zarp's residence In & cow town wouldnot he complete
without an invente ! story on his part to prove him to be
the seakern paragon. In Dodgel's case the drummed up

incident centered around Clsy Allison, a bad mun with

a reputation for viclence. Uyst: claimed that the business

23 . :
“Y8tuert N. Lake, "Gung end Sunfighters,” Saturday Evening
Post (Hovember 1, 1330), p. 105.

James D. Ibran, Across The Cimarron (Kew York: Crown
Publish 8, Inco’ 1;3(‘“6}, Pe 76.
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interests in the town had sent for Alliscn in order to get

rid of the marshal, When the hired killer arrived, %yatt
with the ald of "Bat" Mastarson succeeded in humiliating
the man and causged him to lesve town in a hurry.sg It
gaems odd that such an incldent involving s man that was
regerded by many wealsrn-rs as one of the resl bad men
would go unnotlices In the dally papers of Dodge. Hr. lake,
thrsugh the courtesy of farp, i8 the only man who ever had
access Lo such informution,

After lour years at Dodge, the c¢ity becams too yuliet
for the pernce officer., On Septlember 8, 1879, the Ford

County (lobe announced that "Wyutt Larp, the most efficlent

for Arizona,."e9 Earp was probably attpacte? by two things:
the sllver that had bsen discovered in Tombsitone In 1877
and the reluatlve culetude that Dodie now ppesented'37

On or sround the first of December, 1872, Wratt rode
into Tombstons, A-izona to begin g chapter of his 1ife that
no 7ovie or even lir. barp himsel! could have cutdone. The

conditions thut exlated there st thliz time wore similar to

®Lake, op. clt., pp. 176-184.

36 .
Ibid., p. 226, citing the Ford County Globe, September 9,
1879,

3

7&1(}.’ p' 228.
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those that he hnd left st Dodge except thet ore had

replace’ hhe cow as the chiefl busineps enterprise.
Ed Schiefrelin, an itinerant miner, had been rasponsible

for tha birth of Tombstone, having come upon a silver veln

‘ reyry OO
in the desert of the San Perfro Valley 1n 1877.° By the
early months of 1860 the %Lown cosuld boast of as many zs

2,030 inhavitants. A typlenl frontlier town, Tombstons had
a broad street, 8 few good restaurants and three hotels.
The unin thoroushfares were Allen snd Fremont Gtreets, both
of whleh includes a ssloon for svery two bulldings. In

reference to the law thrt prevalle.l in the town one diarist

o

of the day recorded tha® there wus "no law other than

minerts snd that doeant't sit and deliberate but acts at

Fortunately this wasn't exactily the cnse., The territory
of Arizona supported the Demoeratic Party and as a congee

quence, Tombstone was represensed by a democratic sheriff,

“ oy ‘\ . T
John Eehan.43 Wyatt, o lepublican, as wag the nationsl

sewilliam He Br@&knnfidge, Helldorado (M.Y.: BLoughton

Biflflin COQ’ 1?!28), Pe 18{}; Eﬁ&rtin, QE. Citcy P De

agaaorge whitwell Parssons, The Privete Journal of Seorge
Whitwell Parsons (Phoenix? Arizonz SLate®ios APCRIVA]L
and necords Project, 1938), pp. 92-83,.

40
Hurtin, op. cit., p. 167,
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administration at this time, had, prior to his arrival in

Tombstone, stopped ofi in Tucson and been asproached by the
Sheriff of Pims County, of which Tombstone was a part, to

41 The

take over the duties of deputy sterifl under Behean,
October 20, 1880, Epitaph had this to say sbout Zarp's
asppointment: "The appointment of Wy&tﬁ Earp as Deputy
Sheriff by Sheriflf{ Shibell, is zn eminently proper one,
and we, in common with the citizens generally, congratulate
the latter on his selection., Wyatt has filled wvarlous
positions in which brevery and determinntion were regul-
sites, and in eve-vy instance proved himaelf the right man
in the right place."4®
Law in Tombstone was further represented by the clty
marshel. This Job wés elective and in case of & vacancy
was to be filled by the mayor. The latter opportunity
arose when on October 27, 1820, Uity larshal Whitc was

shot by one of the cowboy element who was in the process

of shooting up the town. The Lpitaph reported in regard

4lrake, op. cit., pp. 231-233, During his early months in
Tombstone liyatt also served as e shotgun messenger for
Wiells Fargo. Lucius Beebe and Charles Clegp, The 3apa
of Wells Fargo (H.Y.: E.P. Dutton and Co., Inec,, 1549

er—

p. 1986,

42
NMartin, op. cit., p. 169.
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to the ifncident that "Deputy Sheriff Xarp, who I8 ever to

the front when duty calls, srrive? Just in the nick of
time, Seelng the marahsl fall, he prompily knocked his
aggallant down with n six-shoster, end as promphly locked
them sic up + « « 8 mpe wan responatble far the
marshalls death wos Curly B1ll Broctus, with whom Systt
would have consldersble dealinecs in the future, Follow-
ing Yhite's dszth, Mayor John P, Clum appointed Wyatt's
brother Virgil s temporacy marshal and Virsil In tuen
eppointed hls brother Horsan as a éaputy.44
The ehsllenge that the three Egrp brothers as law offie
cers were reguired to meet during thelr residence in
Tombstone wag indeed a most farminable one., For over two
years a group of outlaws, cettle rustlers, and stage robbers
genially roefer-ed to as the "cowboys" in the rival Tombstone
newspaper, the Hurcek, wers to terrorlize the streets of
Tombatone and the surrounding countryvaside byrexecuting 8
number of ruthless murders, killings, stage robberies, and
cattie thefts. The leaders of this fmatian wore recognized

to be the Clantens, the father known as the "0id Man" and

4% 14,

44 , . :
Leke, op, cit., pp. 244-245, Broclus was sllowed to go

{ree wimm Tmrshal Yhite on his death bed sdmittes that
ths whole thing had been sn accident.
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his sons, lke, Phin and Billy. They owned a ranch a lew
miles above Charleston on the “an Pedro Hiver. 4Allied
with the Clantons were the Melaurys (icLowrys) who ovmed
gome properiy and a ranch in the Sulphur Spring Valley -
sonme twenty-five miles from Tombstone., Hutual hesdquarters
for these two groups wos a smelter and minlng settlenent on
the ecante n 3lope of the Chirlenhus {ountains st the ~im
of the San Simon Valley called Galeyville. Here ocutluws
from all over the southwest congregater’. These fugitives
led by the Clantons were uccustomed to stealing cattle In
Hexico and brining then aeross the line Into Hew lexlco
and Arlzona.%® When cattle rustling ceased to be profit-
able, the "cowhoys" turned to robbing stapes filleé with
sien ainin, eulpments,

By the fall of 1881 the domination of the cowboy element
and the lack of law enforcement in Tonmbstone hed provoked
the governo: for the tevrritory vo write the following letter
to the townt

At Galeyville, San Sizon and other polints iaolated

from larger plucea the cowbory element at times very

fully predominates, and the officsrs of tho law st

times are elther unable or unwiliing to control this

class of outlaws, someblines beling governed by feur,
at other tines bY s bkope of rowurd,®

45
Breskenridge, op. clt., p. 104,

dsﬁartin, ope. cit., p. 146,
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The situstion in regsvrd to the liwlesaness ond absence of
law that prevalled in and arcund Tomnhstone was simply a
preiude to the hloody events thet would tazZe place later
in the fall of 1861 and tre winter of 1 82,

While these events were brewing, u controversial
Incident in Gyatt Larp's 1ife which concerned itselifl in
no way sith the tidal wave thnt was bullding vp around
the marshal and the oubtlaws took pluce. Sometims prior

r
s

to Januavry 14, 1681, = mining engineer, W. . meider,
working out of Charlesaton, had hls cabin robbed, A gacdbler.
witrs the nicknsme Johnny Dehind the Deuce waz suspected.

A fow dava alter the robbery Schneider became entungled

in an srpument wlth tho suspected thlefl and the lattker

shot the engineer., The gambler with the unususl name
famediately dgecure! g horse and made hils way into
Tombstone, some twenty miles awsy, followed clossly by

a goodly number of miners from Churleston. Neishal USippy,

secing the possible danger, orgunized s posse for the pure
poge of preventing a lynching. Several ti.es the irste

miners szught to b&ﬁ& daonwn the group of lowizen but the
latter succeeded in holding them at bay. S8ippy subsecusntly

put Johnny Behind the Ueuce in & wngon and guarded by Vircll
47

el

Barp and Sher!!? Zehan, <hey departe’ for Tucson.

47. Pnraons, 6f. ¢ite, po 199 Usrtin, op. clt., p. 57,
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In Stuart Lake's biography on ¥yatf Iarp, the latter

elaims thet when Johnny came to town, that he, Earp,
quickly rushed the murderer into a bowling alley and
stationed his brother Virgll and Doc Holliday to suard
the entronces. Farp then went out into the street and
greeted the miners, With a shotgun the frontier marshal

48 Such a

claims to have held off some [ive hundred men.
Herculean task would certainly seem to rate some comment
from the papers of tne time, yet neither the Huzset nor
the Epltaph mentions EBarp in connection with the Incident,
This 1s 8t41l another excmple of the intrepid pence
officer who obviously couldn?t be satisfied with the
actual deeds of herolam with whlch he wns connected,

1f the preaence of ¥Wyatt Eavp was mizsing in regard to
the Jomnny Behind the Deuce affair, 1t was very much on
the publie scene iIn the next fourteen monthe. The
Tombastone Eplitaph devoted no less than 17,000 words to

Earp and his brothera, Aslide from his courtroom testimony,

however, he 13 quoted dirsctly upon'only.threa»occasions.49

48rake, op. cit., pp. £46-250,

)
féﬁrtin, ODe cit., p. 166,
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Farly in the spring of 1880, John P. Clum, the man who
had formerly supervised the aApache Indlans st the San
Carlos Indlan Reservatlion, came %o Torbstone and set up a
newspaper, The law and order faction in the town welcomed
the paper caslles? the Epitaph. It further served ss the
spokesran for the Farp party. As a result of the careful
and cﬁrcnological reporting of Clum, the pape# soon be-
came involves in a newspaper struggle with the Tombstone
Hogpet., The latter tablold aligned itsell from the ﬁegin~
ning with the cowhéy element and sought to attack the
Lerps at every appovtunity.sg

At this juncture, the U,5. Harshal in Arilzons,

Crawley P. Dale, appointed Uyatt Earp U.8. Deputy larshal
for the Tombatone District.l 4 clash between the factiona
svened inevitable and canme shortly.

On the night of March 185, 1881, samﬁwh&re'along the road
between Benson and Tombatone sn incident occurred which
would later culminate in a showdown between the Earps and
the cowboys. The Benson stage #ns on its regulér run when

it was held up by & handful of men. The driver, Bud Philpot,

50
61

Ibid., p. 11; Lake, op. clt., py. 235-238,

Lake, op. cit., p. 288.
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was killed in the excltement along with one of the
pasaengers.sz Wyatt set out with his brothers, Virgll
and iorgsn, to track down the robbers.

The pche aucceede” in éapturing Lﬁther'ﬁing, who
confessed that he had held the horses for the highwaymen
while they had rotbed the stesge, Sheriff Eehan, in the
meantime, had organized his »wn posse and, erriving on
the scene, demanded that King be turned over to him,

After some hesitat?on the Eurps gave him up, but continued
hunting for the robbers, A few'daya later they learned
that he had ascaped. Behan, it seams; had left Eing's‘
cell unlocked while he was away dfgwing up a bill of sale
for the purchase of the outlaw's horse.53

Fury wes added to the fire when the Earps returned and
found that a rumor was circulating that "Doe" EHolliday had
been in on the robbery. The Hupret had reprinted a story

from the Tucson Star, which commented on Hollidey's absence

from Tombastone on the day of the holdup. The frontier
gombler and killer had béen in Tombstone since the early

part of 188D and was the cause of much of the eriticism

b2
Martin, op. cit., p. 172; Breakenridge, op. ¢it., p. 121;
Parsons, op. cit., p. 215; 3an Franclsco hkxanminer,
August 9, 18886,

3
3 Ibid.
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against dyatt Earp. Larp had become endesred to Folliday
through a previous hapgening in Dodge and though the
latter was a recognized killer, ¥Wyatt remalned loyal
to him.54

On September 10, 1881, the Epitaph reported the siage
robbed near Bisbee. 0On the thirteenth of the sawme month
YWyatt, Horgan and two others brought in Frank 5tilwell
and Fete Spence “"whom the evidence strongly polnts out
a8 the rahbera.“ss Stilwell and Spence were recognlzed
as bona fide members of the Clanton Gang.sﬁ

That herd feelings were mounting between the Earps

and the “cowhoys“ was obvious. 4n October issue of the

4Breakenridga, op. cit., p. 124,

554artin, op. eit., p. 174, The Zpitaph was able to make
such a bold eclaim as to the gullt of the %wo men becsuse of
a boot heel print left in the mud at the place where the
robbery wus committed, The Earps checked with a shoe-
maker in Blsbee, who reported that Stilwell had hsd his
bootheal removed soon after and found t:u correspond
directly with the print found in the mud,

56 1p14,
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Epituph reported the following:

3inece the arrest of 5tilwell and 3pence for the
robbery of the Biasbee stage, there have been oft
repastod threats conveyed to the Harp brotherge=-
Virgll, Horgsn and Wystte-thst the friends of the
accused, or in other words, the cow-boys, would

get even with then for the gart they had teken in

the pursult and arrest of HStlilwell and Spence. The
active part of the Earps in polng after stape robbers,
beginning with the one last spring where Bud Philpot
lost his life, and the more recent one neuwr Contentlion,
has made them exceelingly obnoxious to the bad
slement of this county and put their llves In
Jeopardy every month.°7

The situation reached a climsx in Tombstone when on
Qctober £6, 1881, the most fgm;us of all Yestern gun
hattles took plsce. round noon of the £6th, Virgll Esrp
secing Ike Clanton armed with a gun, knocked him down and
arraested him.58 Ike had arrived in Zown the night before
with Tom ¥cLaury and had procesded to get drunk and brag

59 Ikeis

to "Doe" Holliday how he was going to kill Wyatt,
wrath and desire for bloodshed mey in part be explained by
a proposition Earp had made 59 bim some months belore.

The marshsl, secekling to reco#er the Wells Fargo sbtrongbox

taken the night of the Benson stage rovbery, had told Ike

57114,

5BJohn P. Clum, "It All Happened in Tomhstone,® Arlzona
Historicel ieview (ODctober, 1925), p. 46.

59:{!‘3&(}0, Poe 47 .
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that if he gave Vyatt information on the whersabouts of

the robbers, then Ea~p would arrest them and give Ike the
reward.so Earp pot a loeal agent of the Wells Fargo
Company to wire to the main office in San Francisco for
verification of this, When the agent became susplcious

of what the marshal was doing, he, under intoxlication,

made 1t known to Ike that he would stand by them. Clanton,
thinking he had been tricked and would thus be given away
to his fellow outlaws, renounced Wyaﬁt and begnan his
campalgn aga;nst thim,

By ane-thirty in the afternoon of the £6th the whole
town had gotten wind of the impending crisis and had
gathered on the corner of Fourthand Allen to satisfy their
curiosity. The next few nminutes have been reported in de-
tail by many of %ggﬁggnfgmporarieg of the time. The
accounts are somewhat conflicting and to say the least,
canfusing;~ For the purposes of thlis study it seems neces-
sary tovreport only the essentlal faqts. The bissed feports
of the Nugget and the Epitaph make 1t impossible to do

otherwise,

GOIbid.3 pe. 47; Lake, op. cit., p. 269. Ike being one of
cowboys, was obviously acyusinted with ths activities
of the stage robbers and so in a good position to give

Barp a lead concerning thenm,
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Between two and two-thirty, four men gnthered in th
middle of Fremont Street. The qu=rtet was composed of
Yyatt, Morgan, and Virgil Larp, and "Doc" Eolliday. Théir
fmmediate destination was the OJKE. Corral, which stood at
the end of Fourth and Fremont, The Earp party was partlcu-
larly interested in this spot since Tom and Frank lclaury
and Ike and Billy Clanton were stationed there with thelr
horses.61 Sheriff Behan, seeing the pnésibla trouble that
would result unless something wns done, ran down to the
corral to disarm the MHelaurys and the Clantons. He found
that Tom énd Ike were unarumed, though there were rifles
protruding from their saddle holsters. DBehan, unsvle to
get any satisfactlion from them, told them to remsin there
until he returned. He tien wont to disarm the Barp party
but they obviously intended & showdown and brushe:d by the
sherifi and headed dowm ths street towsrd the corral,

VWthen the two partles wore within a few yards of each
other, Virgil called Lo tue cowhboys to surrender their arms
or to thrbow up their hands. in eyewltness, R, F. Colemsn,
reported the next few momenta:

There was gsome reply made by Frank helowry, when

firing becane general, over thirty shots being
filred, Tom HeLowry fell first, but reised and

61
dortin, op. clt., p. 180,

—————
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fired again before he dled., Bill Clanton fell next...
Frank MeLowry ran o few rods and fell, Horgan Earp
was shot through and fell., DocEolllday was hit in
the left hip bt kept on firing. Virgil Larp was
hit in the third 0? fourth fire, In the leg, which
stagge“eﬁ bim but he kept up his effectlive work,
dyatt Eavp atood up and fired in rapid succession...

and wss not hit,

That same alternoon a coroner's jury rendered s decision
releasing the Harp factlon, which provoked the following
corment from the Epitaph: "The verdict does not seem to
meet with genersl approval, as it does not state whether
the cowboys were killed by the marshal and bis party in the
diascharze of theilr duty, o» whether the kllling was justi.
fiable,"83 Upon being released, ¥Hyatt and "Doc® were
immediatelylrearrfsteﬁ on warrants sworn out by PBehan and
Ike and a hearing wasz called where Judpe Spicer presidad.64

The trial begzn behind locked doors Lut the accounts
that leaked out bacame so garbled that Spicer decided it

would be best to let the publlc and the press have access

62
Ibid,, pp. 177-180. See also Breaskenridge, op. cit.,passim;
Parsonsa, op. eit., p. 262; Lake, op. clt., pp. 285-207;
Clvm, loc. cit., passim. ,

832
Féiartin, 92; Cit.’ Pe 182,

64
Ibid. Horgen and Virgil were exocuses from the trinl due to
the*r 1n§ur‘as which made thelr presence imposszible,
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to the testimony. The Nupiet, in the meantime, hsd begun
a vigorous campaipgn agalnst the Darps sceking to obtain a
conviction agsinst thems The peper built much of its cése
pground the testimony »f some eve witnesses that the Tarps
had fired while the cowboys had thelr hands in the alir and
that only two of the conts v& had been &rmed.55

What saved ¥yatt and his noborioua frlend, Holliday
ware largely btwo factors. Earp testified and It was later
borne out by witneszes, that mid way during the {ight Ike
had run up to %yaitt and begeged him not to shoot. PBarp had
told him either Lo get m pun or get oub of the [fight. Ike
subseguently ran from the scene of battle, Any one of the
Earp laction, partlcularly Wyatt, could have killed Ike if
they had so chiosen, yet he was gllowed to leave the scene
of vattle unharmed.ss

A socond factor working in the Farps! favor was the

testinony given Ly Addie IJoland, the closest eye witnass to

the bloody affray. M¥iss Boland teztifled that she saw five

65
Lake, op, cit,, p. 299, Testimony of six witnesses revealed
that they sow the Farpgs {ire while hands were in the alr.
Brealrenridge, op. cit., p. 151.

Kartin, op. clt., Pp. 108-128,
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men opposite her house leaning agsinst a amall house weast
of Fly's Studio, Jjust adjacent to the O.i, Corrsl. Four
nen cane toward them and one of the Eanr-ps walked up to
the men holding ¢the horss and put a pistol in his stomach.
The former then steppes back a few feet and the firing
commenced, Miss Boland furtiher state’ that she laft when
the shooting hegan and that she didn't sce any of the
cowboys *hrow up their hands and that 1t looked nz If all
the shootling commenced at the sane time.ﬁq

The Iplitnph reporte’ Spleer's decision in the December 1,
1881, iszue:

aeeThe Zarps, acted wlsely, discreetly and prudentially

to secure their own sell{-preservstion--they saw at

once the dire necassity of giving the first sihot to

anve thiemselves {rom certain desth. They acted; thelr

shots were effective, .nd this clone s:ved s8ll the Harp

partyfrom being slain....l cannot resist the conclud on

that the defendants were fully Justilfied in committing

these homooides; that 1t was a necessgry act done in

the discharge of official duty.”

Following the declsion, the Hugpet editorialized thst
"the sentiment of the community was that justice had not
heen dnme."sg The %ugf&t and the writing of William

Breakenridge, who was a deputy sherl{l under Eehsn, and so

857
Breaken—~idge, op. e¢it.s, p. 14%, The fifth nan %o whom
#lass Doland refers was Billy Clesibou-ne, who wus at the

Gecorrnl at the time hut didn't yartivlyﬁta in the [ight.

Hartin, op. eit., p. 199,

-~

68 . ,
Breakenridge, 0p. cit., p. 182,
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a sympathizer with the cowboys, ere the only contemporary
accounts thst seem to think that an injustice had been
done to the Clsntons and Tombstone; yet many of the 1mpér-
tent historfans who have written histories of Arizona
have sided with the Nupret. Frank C. Locltwood, after talk-
ing with many of Tomstone's ol:d-timers, concluded that
Wyatt and "Doc" were criminal and cold-blocded killava.qo

The real truth and justification, if any, for the fight
that took plsce at the 0,K, Corrsl will never bhe known,
Historlans and interested readers can only offer their
opinions. In all falrness to the Zarps, however, 1t secms

fitting that a statement of John P, Clum be glven some

consideration. Clum, writing in the Arizona Hlistorical

Review in 19286, statéd that he, as Hayor, hrd told the
Barps that I shooting wss necesssry in regerd to the ime
pending gunfight, that they were authorized by him to do
1t firat, Clum reasoned that one efficlent pence officer

71

was moire valueble than a acore or two of rustlers. Whether

this was an attempt to jJustily the hRarpsd) ections after the

70Frsnk C. Lockwood, Ploneer Iavys In Arizona (H.¥.: The
Hacmillan Company, 1952], pr. 268, 5ee also James McClintoek,
Arizona (Chiecago: &, J, Clarke Publishing Co., 1818),
11, 480-483,

011333, 100. ci .9 ?. 53'
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gunfipght 18 not known. The answer can only lie in the
reader's own mind,

The cowboy element, however, was disturbed by the fact
that the Earps haﬁ.gnne unpunished and sporadic fighting
continued, On the night of the 28th of December, 18&1,
Virzil Exsp, while crossing to west side of Fifth Street,
was {ired on. The shots came from & two-story adobe on
the opposite side of the street. MHe was hit in the left
arm and zlso regeived 2 flesh wound above the left ﬁhigh.v
On the 198th of Harch, 1882, MNorgen Xarp was shot in the
haclk and killed while shooting & garme of pool with
Bob Hatch in Hatch's 3aloon. The shots, two or three in
number, came from the alley running out to Front Strect,
Norgen died about faéty minutes after, without reg2ining
69n5010ﬁ8n688¢73 The law and order coﬁmittee supported by
the acting governor of the territory and Harshel Noke
authorize: Wyatt to appoint seVerél deputies and serve
warrants on all those who were suspected in the shootings

. . 74
of Virgil and Horgan Earpe.

7%

Parsons, op. cit., p.282.
73 -
Ibid., £96; Martin, op. cit., p. £207.
74Hartin, op. o5y, ;. 208; Lake, op. cit., p. 315. Clum

refers to a citizens safety committee © rganized for the

purpose of supporting the duly suthorirzec officers of the
law, Clum, loc. clt., Pe&B,
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fyatt, however, was not to be content with sizply

ar-esting the assssains. He was now only interested in
avenging his brather's desth, He was to taste revenge
sooner than he sntiecipated. In & hearing that wag cone-
ducte’ on the day fcllnving'%orgmn's murder, %o determine
hiz murderers, Pete Spence's wife teztiflied that she
thought 2 fSerman, Freis, Spence, Frani Stilwell nnd sn
Indlan named Charley had participated in Horgan's death.7s
Before VWyatt could make effective use of this infomsation
he declide’ to send hia brother's body to his parents!

bome in Colton, Californis. Since Virgll was stlll badly
woundes?, 1t wan deensd best that he go along too. WHyett
and several others scconmpanied them o Tucson, At the
railrond station at Tucson the Farp party gathersd and
gnother engagement took pléce, the detnlla of which are
open to dia?ute'and sub ject to much speculation. The only

fact that historiens seem to agree on is that when the

75&&rtin, op. cit., p. 212,
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train pulled away from Tucson, Frank 5tilwell was lying
dead of shotpun wounds bezlds the rzllrosd track.76

Wyatt did not continue on to Coltnn but returned to
Tombstone., ©On the followlings day despite o mild attempt
by Sherif{ Behan to arrest him, Hs03 and a few folliowers
rode out of Tombstone for the last time.77 On the 23rd
of lMarch the Epitaph reported: "A Hexlcan found dead this
morning. Yhe act supposed to be the work ol the E&rps.”78
Theodore D. Judah %5ld the Epitaph that he hed just come
Vfrom Pete Spence’s wood camp where Wyatt, "Doe” and several
othera had been on the day previous. Judah sald that they
had asite. forr Pete and Indian Cheprley snd thet he told them
that Spence was In Tombgtine end that the only one at the
camp was o dMexXlean named Florentine. Jwish subscquently

heard shots and found the body early the next day.79

76
Clum, loc. cit., p. 633 Breakenridge, op. clt., p. 172;

Parsons, op. cit., p. 296, Wyatt Earp teld Lake that some-

one warned him at Tucson that Stilwell was there and look-

ing for him. Earp spotted him running scross the tracks

and ran after him. Zarp then %4old hinm to halt and Stilwell

ran up to the Msrshel and grabbed the shotgun which %yatt

was holding. The latter hecame enrapged and let Stilwell
_have i1t with both barrels., Lske, op. cit., p. 326.

77 :

vaﬁartin, op. cit., p. 213; Breakenridgoe, op. cit., p. 174,
Hartin, op. cit., p. 214,

79

Ibid, Wyatt admitted killing the Florentine whom Earp scid
had stood puard for the cutlews while they shot Horgsn,
La}{&’ 9_2. Ci tn, ppc 33“?{-3"350
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These two killings or murders have been held by nmany
later Tonvp writers to constitute s renl stain én'the |
marshsl 's career. A letter published in the March 24, 1882
Epitaph and signed by the mayor nt thet time, Joln Carr,

might throw a 1ittle Yight on this subjlect. "I am in-
formed,” Car:>» wrote, "by his Honor, William H, S5tilwell,
Judze of the District Court of the Filrst Judieciszl District,

chise County, that Uyatt 3, Parp, who left the city yes~
terday with n posse, was Intrusted wilth wurrsnts for Lhe
arrest of diversa persons charged with ceriminagl offenses,
I reguest the publiec within this city to abstsin from eny
Interforence wizh the ezecutlon of said warcants."5C  This
would geem some Jjustification for the killings that
resulted st the hands of Lsrp and his men.

The last chapter to Viyatt Earp's associntion with
Tombatone wis written at Iron Springs in the Whetstone
Hountuiing, thirty-five miles wesnt of the mining town, Here

Wyatt or one of his party shot and kllled Curly Bill Brocius,

the recopnizes lesder of the cowboys since the death of

80Martin, op. cit., p. 215.

————
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01¢d Han Clanton scme months before sud one of the men
under suspicion for the shooting of Virpil Ea?p.sl

¥hen Wyatt Burp left Tombstone in 1888, his gunflightling
daya, for the most part, were over, He kKnew that if he
returned to Arizona re would heve to stand trial and psre-
hasa be convicted of wurder, Another thing working apalnst
his returning was the fact that the possible pslice pro-
tection offered him would hardly be zdeguaste enough to
prevent his enemies rom mnking attemnpts on his life., The
former marshal reallzing thege facits decided to explore

other fields.ag

81
Clum, loc. clt., p. 65; Masterszon, loe, elt., p. 10,
According to Lake, YWratt again sssunes the romontic

rero role in regesrd to Curly Bill's desth. Esrp

claimed thet his perty got to within £ifty feet of

where s nunber of covboys weare camped and Wyatt took

a shotpun and walked towsrd the camp alone. Curly Bill
with a shotvun of his own spotite! the marshal and jumped
fo his feel. W¥Wyatt, ns usval, losing no time, brought
his gun into action and splattered Bill's body over the
countryaside. Lake, op. cit., p. 342,

82 preakonridge, op. cit., p. 179; Lake, op. cib., pp. 345-357.
Extradition papers were served in the State of Colorado,

but the governor of that stste pefuse’ to honor them on

the grounds that they had been flled i1llegally. Subsegusnt
atfempts were slao avoided by legzl technicalities,
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For the next {ive years ¥yatt was to be Seen as a

professionsl gambler in Golorado in Gunnilson, Trinidad,

85 Then he tired of the frontier ways, or

and Denver,
else saw that his sge no longer yualiflied or ensbled him
to play the role of the frontler he-man, Fe returned to
Califsrnia sngd spent gsevernl years investing in real

84

astate, By the late frll of 1885, he nhad become qulte

5 Hia Interest

Interested in sports, particularly baxing.g
in puglilism was %o lead %o one of the most celebrated
“eontroversies concerning him,

On December 2, 1898, Bob Fitzsimmons and Tom Sharkey
fought in 3un Francisco to determine the heavywelpght
champion of the world., On the afternoon of the fight the

Hatlonal Athletic Club which was promoting 1t was unable to

declde upon a refleree, Knowing that Earp was in town snd

BaLoa Anpeles Times, January 14, 1929; Lake, op. cit., p. 359,

Only once wna this five year perlocd in Colorado inter-
rupted, In 183 %Yyatt was enlled brek to Dodze in rew~
sponse to "But's" request., Thig pearlted in the Dodge Clty
peance cormission wihiidhis covered: In the chapter on
Masterson. It mipht be added in regardé to the pence
commiasion that Zarp later clalized that he was In charge

of it and that he was slmosy 501siy reaponsible for its
effectivenass, Thias s not borne out by the Ford County
Globe which covere? the story. Lake, op. cit., p. &5%.

84
Lake, op. cit.s p. 366,

85

Ibid.
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having heard of the reputation, good or bad, that ke had

acquired, the club offered him the Iob and he zeocepted.
'Thﬁ fight went slong well until the elghth cound when
Fitzal -mong hit Sharkey on the jaw., A8 the latter fell
forward, the former nlt him iIn the groin, Sharkey ﬁubse-
guently collapsed. Larp Imnediately awncded the fight to
sSharzey on an alleped foul and the controversy bugﬁn. The
owner of the Jan Francisco newspaper sﬁpgcrte& Fltzsimmons
and soon began 2o-muk& ovt r good case for a thrown fight,
Fitzzizmons ' mancger claimed that Eirp had fuvored Sharkey
and that he had been pald off to throw the fight hls way.
None of those accudgetions were ever proved, Earp's dee
cision was sallowed to stand and when many of the people who
had lost money on Fitzsirmons had time to cool off, the

Incident died down.as

Balbid., pp. 368-370; San Franelsco EZxsminer, December 3, 4,
5, 1886, 1In the Docomber 4 iszue six physircians testifled
that sSharkey had o distinet swedling in the groinwwhich had
been ceused by & bodily blow. ¥Whether these physicians
were bribed has never becn determined. In the December 3
issue Wyatt Eorp wrote &ls own view of the fight in which
he, in typlieal Harp soyle, declared thst he "decided in
all fairness and with a judgment thnt was as true as my
eyeaight." San Franclaco Examiner, December 4, 1896,
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In 1865 Larp left for Alaska to try his luck in the
gold boom that was just beginning there. Harry Young in

his book, Hard Knocks, montionsd meetiln:s Wyatt 4in Home

in 1800 and declared that he was running a gswbling
regort at Dutceh Enrbnr.87 He returned to the Unlited States
In 1801 and for the nezt few yeuars he spent some time in
Califormis and Hevada, It was during this time that he
married Josephline Sarah darcus in San Fr&nciaco.aa
For the remaining years of Iis 1ife the old Lrontler
rarshal daﬁoteﬁ his time to hils mining and oll properties
which he had accumulated over the yeurs and to the breedw
ing of ruace horses. In 1927 and 1928 he spzent 2 consider-
able amount of time with his blographer, Stuurt Lake,
helping the latter to compile and write the story of lis

lif‘e.e9

87 :
Colonel Harry Young, Hard Enocks {(Chleago: Laird and Lee,

Inc., Publishers, 1910, pp.68, 208; Lake, op. cit.,p.372,
It was wnlle in Alaska and parts of Canada that Lurp was
supposed to huave been cowed by a Cansdien officer, No
proof of tils has ever been found. "Bat" Masterson said
that the story was not true for Lz:p was one msn vho could
88not. be bLacked down. !Masherson, loc. cit., p. £2.
Lake, op. cit., ppe. 371-372,
89
Los Angeles Times, January 14, 1929; Lake, op. cit.,
PPe B72=7ie -
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In T.os Angeles just before daylipght on Sunday,
January 13, 192¢, one of the last of the "piecturesque
pun-fighting marshals of the frontion days” lay his head
to pest for the last time, Life had offered rmany chale
lenges to &yats Exvrp and he had met them, Tor hetter or
worse, for a 11 tle less than 81 Faars.go

Since 1931 when Stuart Lake's book on Lyatt Iarp was
nublished, the American people who ars somevhat concerned
with the west of the 1E870's and 1880's have svorn alleg-
iunce to whai some writers have called "Dodge City's most
efficiont peace officer” and the "greatest gunfighter that
the 01ld YWent ever knew.” They have made him the Hest's
grestest legend with the possible exception of Wild Bill
Hickok and Billy the Kid. Lale und Iarpy hasve aroused a
controversy that will take a considerable amount of time
to die down and wlll never in toto be solvsd, These-two
men for the most part have succeeded in making a man of
considerahble stature in the Vest into a Western Bercules,

Thebook wiiich Lake composed on Earp was very skillfully

b

written and Hr. Lalke cbviousaly went fo gre:t pains to

90 .
How York Times, Los ingeles Times, lan Francisco Examiner,
January 14, 1028.
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compile some of the materials, csven to the point of digping
into 0ld records that had not been uged fcr'cver fortyuséven
yearﬁ.- It 53 in shis research that the gualiity of the book
is seen, Yet for all the work that Laka uﬁéertook, what
wag 1t that he was unsble to uncover some of the glaring
fallecies in the Earp story. The fault seemz not to lie in
scholarship but in the sascrifice of a éansid@rahle amount
of accurascy in order to capitallze on the romanticisr
of the reading publice. In the Tinal analysis, it seems
that Lake and Earp were more Interegtes? in creating an
American legend for their own monetsry pains than they
were in narrating a true picture of the man and the 0ld
t’i&at-gl

if Ea»p and Lake ercated the Esrp legend, ¥alter Koble

Burns certainly added to it. In hls Tombstone, Burns

paints the west as a melodramatic frontler with Earp the
chlef protazonist and all-around superman, W; Ha ﬁaina

in speaking of Burnd!? cantribution to Wyatt's fame says
that he Burns does not so much give false facts as build

up atmospheres that are not true.92

g o
l?rank Wnters, The Color-ado (H.Y.: Rinehart and Co., Inc.,
1946}, p. 284. '
e}

“Dell First Editlon, op. cit,, p. 44.
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It 18 deplorable that the subject of this chapter was
interested in sell-glorification, His record, however,
must not be evaluated in sole terms of his own dishonaéty
in regard £o his true worth. It is, in the opinions of
his contemporaries, friends, and enemles, and later
writers, that the real contributions, if =ny, of

abt } a1y ean e evdaluntaed.

"Bat® Masterson, who was intimately asuocisted with
the marshal throughout his 1ife, sald that:

£t Enrp, like many more men of his character

o 1ived in the Nest in 1ts esrller days, has
excited by his display of grest courage and
nerve undav trying eonditlions, the envy and
hatred of those snpll-minded creatures with
which the world seems to be sbundantly penpled,
and whose Bole delight in 1life seems to be iIn
fly-specking the reputstions of reel men, 1
have known him since tha early seventles and
have found him a quiet, unassuwaing man, not
glven to brag or bluster, but at all tines and
under all circumstances a lgyal friend and
an equally dangerous enemy.

Df. C. He Sinmpson, a dentist who Spentva canaiderable
time in Dodge, maée,inquiri&s throuchout the ¥est some years
after the [rontier was seihl&d as to who were the real
‘genuine gunfightecss of the frontier, those theat will fight

when the fight comes up, regardleoss of the odds, and not

93Maatﬁrgon, loc, cit., p. £2.
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pick their adversary, O8impson found the names veried but
that two men heades every llst, those of Wyatt Earp and
Bill Tilghman.94 In relationto these two peace officers
Georgs Bolds made a renmark many years zfter Dodge Uity had
cloged fts doors to lawlessnesa. The remark seems
pertinenﬁ since he knew both Tilghman und Farp: "It has
elwnys been s mystery to me," Eolds sald, "way Wyatt Larp
hag been mede into the great heazro of the frontier.
Personally, I think Bill Tilghman's contributions were far
more lmportant to our history than Earp's....Tillghoan was
a wern, kKindly man In contrest to Viyat: Larp, whose manner
was cold and impersonal. Uyati Easrp was a grest Yestern
marshal, but to my wind, BL1l Tilghman was graiter, both
4n churacter and deeds.n99

Frank C. Lockweed in hils book, Plonecr Dsys In Arizona,

observes? that "1t was not uncormmon for a men to be an

of ficer today and a crininal tonorrow, or vice-versa.” e

géﬁae Ao Tilghman, Havshel of the Last Frontler (Glendsle:
The arthur B. Clark Company, 19497, pie 10c=169.

sﬁﬂran, Ope Cltey pe 72, Tilghman was & pesce officer in
Dodge curlng and after Earp's commiszions there. W.Y.iaine
alzo gives Tilghman erecit for being the resl frontier
hero, Willlam HcLend Raine, Famous Sheriffs and Yestern
Qutlaws (Gerden City: Doubleday, Doran 8nd COmptny, 1fCe,

192¢), passinm,




117
cited Wyatt Earp and "Doc” Lolliday as ex@ples of thia,%®
Another present-day writer, after talking to Virgll Zarp's
wife, concluded that Harp was "little more: than a tin-horn
outlaw operating under thavprotection of a tin badge,...“97

The Larp controversy seemihgly is unending, The good
and vad of his career and character 13 always subject to
the i{nterpretationol the particular writer or speaker,
Evidence can be presented to substantiate clalms on both
sides, In meking a final =2ppraisal of the man, certain
facts should not be overlooked, wyatﬁ Earp participated
in a period of history that was known for lts violence.
The presence of this viclence made it necessary that some
semblance of law and order be initiated., The men most
likely to render assistance to the frontier towns were
those who were confldent, brave and fast with a gun.

Earp filled gll three of these gualifications and so was
employed as a peace offlcer In most of the towns in which
he resided, In ord;r to establish a frontier justice it
was of'teon necessary to kill a man., Some have contended
that Wyatt BEarp hid behind a badge to do it legally. The

facts brought out in this paper would seem to contradict

961,0ckwood, op. cit., p. 263,

—————

97
Waters, ODs cit., Pe 228,
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that. The killing st Dodge City was 1n reaponse to an

attenpt on Xavp's 1ife. In Tombstone the Harps! murders
were sanctloned by the msyor and the supporters of the
law and ordsr factlon who urged them to take the steps
that the Esrps thought necésaary in bringing the cowboy
element to bay. |

I a2 man i8 to be condemmed for undertasking what an
environment and clircumsbances dexanded of him, then
“yatt Enrp Is to be condemned, Tre fact remaing that
gomecne had to do the Job that waz needed on the frontler
and 1t fell to Wyatt's lot to £111 the bill, It may be
contende? that other marshals such as Tilghwran and
Tom Smlth of 4Abilene were not involved in the killings
and gunplay that fell to Earp, This point must be con-
cedel but at the same time {t is only fair to state that
there were many other peace officers who were engaged in
killings,-witnea& Pat Oarrett of Waw Xexico and
YBat" Xasterson of Kanzas.

Wyatt Earp was an unusunl man. He was not Iriendly and
did not possess the human charsecteristics that made
"Bat" Hasterson so popular. Guafighting, gambling, the
cattle town, Tombstone, were all part of his life. He
lived every minute of 16 the way that many similar frontlerse

men wore wont to do. Men like him were a necessity to the
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American Yest. That his actions resulted pometime in

death and thet his words concerning his own deeda wera
often colored and evon stark misrepresentations 1s
deplorable and are the same vein, 8o should the environ-
ment undey which he lives 5& condemned, American history
was founded by a2 serics of frontiers in which law was at
firse lecking. It was the farmera and justice-seslking
citizens who were responsible in the end for bringing
law and order to the f{rontier and the resulss stand rs a
symbol of *helr contribution, It was men like Wyatt Earp,
hiowever, who were thers to £111 the gns boetween frontier
and civilization, His contribution nmay nbt seanm great in
the 1izh* of western development but neverthelegs 1t was

a necessary and somewhat ilmportsant one,



CHAPTZR IV
"NOCT HOLLIDAY

One of the strangest and wost fascinating characters
that came out of the VWest of the 1870's and 1680's was
John Henry Holliday. He was strange because his backe
ground and trzining qualified bim for anything but a
frontiersm&n. Hls fascination lay in his physicsal
apresrance and In hls personality. John Henry Follliday
wes egquipped with the proper temperanment and mexsup to
make him o fiction wrlterts dolight,

Little i3 known Qf nis eurly l1life other thsn th:t he was
born in Valdosta, Georgla, In 1853, the son of a ¥ajor

Eolliday who luter fought in the Civil Wﬁr.l The family

1John Hyers Myers, Do¢ Holliday (Boston: Litile, Brown and
Co., 1965}, p. B, ir, dyersf information 1s based on
communliertlon with Holliday's cousin, iattle Holliday.
Wyatt Larp and "Bat" Hasterson, who knew "Doc¢" intimately
both confirm that he was born in Veoldosta.
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wasg apparsntly a respsctable snd prominent one but were
obliged 1like many other Southerners to undergo a rough
time of ¢t a3 a result of the War.a Desplite this drawe
back, tne family mannged Lo salvsage enouph moncy to send
young John off %o a dental college sand hence the nickname
"Doc." That Folliday 1iked his pirofession is evident
from the atatement that he later made to Wyatt barp to the
gffect that "the only times he wasn't nervous were when he
was in a fight or working on someone's teeth,"4

Cne of the tragedies in John Iolliday's 1ife was the
fzct that though he wzs a dnctor of dentistry he was never
atle to practice his profession for any lsngth of tiwe,
This becomes evident when the physical fitness of the man

is exnmined. For "Doe" Holliday wss endowed with a tuberocular

2&1‘.‘ *) * e k
¥. B. Hasterson, "Pamous Gunfizhters of the Veste:!n Frontier-

Doc Holliday," Buman Life, (Msy, 1907}, p. 5.

Frank A, Dunn, "Celebruting s Hollidsy," Oral Kypiene,
(September, 1833]), p. lwuao Dr. Dunn, s well-known dental
historian claims that Holliday went to Psltimors ¥Yental
College. Musterson seid that Holliday attended dental
school in hia nantive state.

4S¥uavt H, Lalke, Hya?t Eurp, Frontier Marshsl (Nevw YOﬂk.
Houghton Hifrflin Co., 1931}, P 120,
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condition that had left him e physical weakling., Ha was
forever coughing and of course dentistry and a tubercular
coupsh do not make for pleasant working conditions.s

His tuberculer state plug an incident which haprened
shortly sfter he returned fromecollege caused thes would-be
dentist to move westwsrd. There was a swinalng hole not
far from where Hollldsy lived where negroes and whites were
accustomes Yo swim topether. A group of the white boys
obvicusly atlll incense. over the Civil War told the negroes
on the day in gquestilon to leave, The negroes replled that
If the whites didnt't likxe the present conditions they could
themselves leave, J¥r. Bollldey on hand st the time, ordered
the negroes out., Hisauthorlty lay‘in the shotgun which he
happened to be carrying. The negroes immedi&ﬁely~scﬁtﬁerad
ana the young doctor, unsatisfisc with thelr performance,
fired into the woods whére the boys had {led, and killed

ong or iwo and wounded several others.ﬁ Tie first killing

Spunn, loc. cits, pp. 1338-1339.

aﬁastersan, loc. clt., p. B.  Though the records concerning
this Incident are luocklng, it has become accepted as. fact,
Hastersons who wis assoclnted with Holliday throughout the
latter!s career, certrinly heard the doctor tell of his
past life. "Bat" for the most part can be » lied on for
an accurste account of Holliday's activities.



123
by the man who was later to become a notorious badman was
clearly unjustifiable and born of malice toward his fellow
man,

Writars on Holliday's life have made out s good case
for the reasons why ie left his native ztete for the un-
civilized West., Uhy wouvld a mon who was a physleal weak--
ling forsake a peanceful cammunitf for a land in which
physicsl stamina was n requirement? If previsus testimony
can be believed, the resaon sesms obvious. "Doc" Holliday
gougkt the frontier both to sscape hls past and to stimulate
his health.v

In 1875 the shingle of "J. H. Holliday, Dentist,® was
hung in the city of Dallas. At this time Dallas was
disposed to open her doors to & little gunplay. The tone

of the Palluas VWeekly Herald substantiates this ldea and

points up an incident in the life of the frontler dentist,
"Dr. Hollidey snd lr. Austen, saloon koeper," the article
ran, "relleved monotony of tihe noise of filre crackers by
taking s couple of shots at each other yesterday alterncon.
The cheerful note af the six-shooter is heard once nore

‘among us, Both shooters were arrested.™® Bat Masterson

71h1d.

8
Dallas Weckly Eerald, January 2, 1875,
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claimed that Bolliday was & recognized member of scclety
while in Dalles, for his reputation had preceded him and
the people of Dalles looked upon a murderer “as something
more than an ordinery mortil."®  Indecd, the more civilized
towns of the {rontier ever stood in awe aof the man wlth s
price on his hasd, The doctor thinklng that he twad worn
out his welcoras, declded to leave tcwn.lo

On the northwest border of Texas stood Ft, Hichardson
KHilitary Heservstion., Kot fur frowm there wag the town
of Jacksonboro, where "Doc" Holliday sihct & soldier over
& card game somstinme in 1876.11 Sinces the town was COme-
posed in the main of soldiers and military sympthizers,
the doctor lost no ktime in leaving.lzv He evidently felt
that the further he traveled thﬁ.b&ttﬂ? of{ he would be
for he next 1s heard of in Denver some 800 miles f{rom
Jackaonboro. The fert 18 to be considered somewhat
remarkable since the disezsed young man was forced to
traverse the Texan Panhandle and the hostile Indian

) 2
Ho ¥an's Land In order to reach hiz destlination., 1

H&Sﬁ&:’&{}n, :.1'..?—(3-' 9_;:&;0, e 5'
10Ipid. dasterson says that Holllday was forced to leave town
beenuse of his killing of a prominent loeal man. Thease s
no record of this,
11y ppy Van Demark "Looking-For-Trouble Holliday," The Texas
Yonthly (Jsnuary, 1929), p. 128, T
12.3&31}(6, Ope 9_;—_-2" Pe. 196.
13. Hasterson, op. ¢it., p. 6.
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The doctor, somewhat infamova by now, settled down for

a spell of gambling at the Denver gumbling houses. The
city like mnst “estesn towns of the day had an ordinance
against wenring firearms. FHolliday, due to the hagzardoua
professicon he had adopted fbr himself, felt 1t neceansary
to provide himself with some sort of protection. Kis
needs weore supplied by a lanyard which e wore around the
neck and atisched to the end of which was 8 knife. 1t was
this inife that reasulted In the serious injury of
Budd Ryan. Doc and Rysn were cngaged in o card game and
when a dispute arose the dentist took the opportunity to
earve up his opronent. Once agnin N+, Holliday mede his
exit.l47

It 48 fitting to pause for a moment in the tu-~bulent
caresr of John Henry Holliday in order to examine certain
threads that ran through hils life and nade hilm the
Jestern badman that he was. In the first place, "Doc”
Boillday was a physical wreel, yet he chose to wander into
a land that would tolerate ne such trait. "Bat” Masterson

once suggested thet knowledge of thess facts "was perhaps

14 '
Hyers, op. cit., p. 3B, liyors recelved this information
from an article in the Denver Zepublican (dste not given)
Hagterson rolates s 3'milar story, mastercon, loc, citey
Pe 6.
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why he was so ready to resort to a wespon of pome kind
whenever he got himself into difficulty.”ls

This physical weakmess brought on by tuberculosia would
also explalin another fector in the dentistts life. All
who ¥mew hin ssid he was a fatallst, that he put little
value on another 1life and even less on his own., This
fatplistlec attitude can be justified 1f ne aubscribes to
the theory that "Doc's” condition made 1t gulte evident to
him thet his days were numbered and that powver wsas not his
to have It otherwligse. (yatt Barp and "Bat" Masters=zon, who
knew him betier than anyone else, both bslieved that this
was his philosophy. Earp went so far as to sgy that this
“fatalis;, coupled with his mapvelous speed and accursacy
with s gun, pgave Bollidesy the edge over any ocut-and-out
killer I ever knew,"'S

If this fatalistic ides is true, it still would not
explain the [act that the dentist also put such little
value on the lives of hlas fellow men., Thias paper is not
a thorough psychologiesl study of the Wéstern badman, but
it does try to axplaiﬁ in part the motives behind his

career. Too little 1s k¥nown of Folliday's family bsckground

15

16L0k0, op. cit., p. 186.

HMaster=on, loc. cit., p. 8.
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even to speculate on an answer there, I Eavp and
Hasterson can be believed, however, the msn would seem to
have come f-om & respectable fumlily as has been previously
treated, furthermore, his ééucation would seem to serve
a8 a deterrent to crime. Hasterson sald thot Holllday
"had a mean disposition and an ungovernable temper, sand
under the influence of liguor was & most danger~us man."17
An uncontrollable tomper, therefore, btogether with an
addiction for slcohol I8 cerbainly sulficient grounds for
a man to lose his ssnss of perception from time to time.
The slecoholic csnsﬁwyt&an in the case of "Doce" Holliday
was recogilzel as somewh:t out of the ordinary.le

Two other factors should be considered in attempting to
galn sn insight Into the behavior of John lolliday.
“Doce,” becauss of ils condition which made the occupation
of dentlist gquite unsatinflactory, became s gambler almoast

from the stert of nhiis western career and continued it to

hias desth., While Larp, Hastorson and others of their ilk

1?ﬁﬁ3teﬁiﬁn, loc. cit., p. 5.
i8

¥

Wyatt Earp said "Doo's outstanding peculiarity was the
enormous amount of liquor he could punish." Lake, op.
8ite, po 197, |
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were employed as astage drlvers, buff=lo hunters, cowboys,

and perce officers at various intervals in their lives,
"Soc' Holliday chose rother to become a professionsl
gambler. Though gambling was recognized in the Weut st
this time =g highly respectable and many cf the lesading
townsmen were often found to bhe engaged in auch; nevere
thelsss, the card tahle was one of the best places on the
frontier to proveolle an ergument and hard feclings, Bardly
s day passed in the cow towns that there was not some
evidence of discord over a Furs or poker game,

The last {factor %o be considered In seshking an &nswér
to Holliday's mctions lies in bisspeed and accuracy with
a gun, which muade him take morve chances than the ordinary
frontieraman, Ea-p claimed that <he doctor practised with
his Colt for hours at & time "until he lnew that he could
zet one into notlion as effectively ss any mun he might
meet¢“lg

In aummation, his inability to control his temper, his
addictiontownd drunkenness and gamgbling and his dexterity
in'hanﬁling 5 gun aith desdly efficlency were atrong factors
that helped %o gnide the fortunes and «ctions of‘John‘Henry

Helliday.s

19
Ibid., 196.
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From Penver, Colorado, the rosd let to Ft, Griffin,
Texas. By the fall of 1877 Doc wss once agelin gamdling,
this time in the saloon of one John Shanssey. In the
meantime, Wyatt Enrp, thaﬁ city marshal at badge City,
was sent out to sapprehend a gréUp of cattle thieves,
Their trail le: to Ft. Griffin., Hyatt went immedlately
to see Iils friend, John Shanssey, in hopes that the
latte might be aware of the whereszbouts of the thieves,
Tiie saloon keeper referred Earp to Holliday, who, beiny
thrown with the itinerants over the ganmbling table as
they came in and out, was often zble to catch blts of
conversagtions while men played cards.za Holliday was
able to find out that the thlieves had gone to Ft. Davis,
some 1500 miles Qway. After beling Informed of this,
wyatt departed.gl

YWihile the marshal was sway an incident occurred thét
almost put & finish to the career of the gunslinging

Hr. Holliday and which hastene? his p&oposed Journey to

Dodize City. One night in December 1877, Doc and Ed Bailley

2033n Francisco Examiner, August 2, 1896,
21

Ibid., p. 198,
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were engaged in a poker game, Ealley had a hablt of
looking 2t the disca~ds which his adversary obviously
didn't like. Holliday as'ted him to stop butVBailey
paid no heed. The doctor then proceeded to raike in the
pile without so much as showing hils own hand. 'Bailey
quickly pulled a gun but not before his opponent pulled
out his knife and‘caught the former just below the stomach.
The city marshal arrcated "Doc" and there being no jail
he was »nut in a hotel room under guard. ‘ |

All the whiile the frontier dentist had been in Ft, Griffin
he had been acquainted and indeed had some intimate
relationship with a dance hall girl named "Big Rosed"
Fate Fisher or Elder. 'Kate took this opportunity with |
her lover in dire need of aid to light a fire in the shed
1in back of the hotel. W¥hen all but the marshal who was
guarding Folliday rushed out to the flire, Kate seized her
chance. She secure? two guns and walking into the hotel
room, held up the captor, giving a gun to:the docﬁor at
the same time. They immediately left and hid out- until
morning when a friend of Kate's brbugﬁz thex two horses.
The two mountes and started towards Dodze City some 400

miles away.zﬁ

ez ) .
San“Fruneisco Examiner, August 2, 1866,
*Iv1a.

———

oo

e
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Sometima in late 1877 or early 1878 "Doc" and Kate
reached Dodge. Here he met "Bat" Masterson, who had
heard of his Texas exploits and who was to hecome his.
avowed enemy, though later he saved the dentist's 111‘8.24
In the next two years he was to be in and out of Dodge.
%herever the gambling seemed to be heaviest at the time
there vou would find lMr, Holliday. On one such venture
in Trinidad, Colorado, Eid Colton met with death as a
result of a bullet from the steady gun of the carde-playlng
dﬁntist.gs

In the early months of his stay in Dodge, Holliday
became acigualnted with Bob @r’'ght, the Dodge City mefchant.
Wrighkt was in the Lpng Branch 33100n when the dé;tor'and |
a man known as "Turkey" Creek wﬁlked in. "One could sece
at a glance,” commeﬁtei YWiright, "they were educated and
refined, and both men had lovely manner? and exceedingly
great persuasive pawers. They were quiét and unassuming,
both were liberal 3péndera as well as drinkers, but they
were never under the inflﬁence of liquor. It was onl& a
ghort time until they had captivated s lot of frlends, and

' L=
T among the numbep,"<®

i4.Masterson, loc. cit., p. 5.

25, Ibid.

26. Robert ¥. vWright, Dodge Cityy The Cowboy Capitsl
(Wichita: Wichita Eggle Press, 1913, p. 249,
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The two men told Wright that they were crooks and

that thev had previously passed off a number of phony
gold bricks to an Ohio bunker. Oresk, with the aid of
several accomplices, had led the banker to believe that he
had takeﬁ the bricks from a stage which he had robbed,
The banker, unsatisfied with a previous examinaticn:ofthe
bricks, decided to take them to Chicago to get them
appraised. Just cast of the Miasouri River the train on
which the banker and Creek were riding was boarded by a
man who told the banker that he was under arrest as an
accomplice in the theft of government gold. Creek sug-
gested that the banker try to bargesin with the slleged 13&
officer., This resulted in a $15,000 paynent being made to
the latter, HNeedless to say the officer was none other
than "Doc™ Halliday.27

In September of 1878, an inecldent occurred that was to
endear Wyatt Lurp to John Henry Eolllday for the rest of
his life. This friendship wss to cause Earp much con-
aternation in future yesrs ané was the sﬁbject of "much
claptrap of myster;ous motive, secret désign, and fantastic

ne8

SUrmise.... "Bat" Masterson once said that "his [boc'é]

27.10id., pr. 249-251,

28. Lake, op. cit., p. 192.
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whole heart and soul were wrapped up in liyatt Earp and he

was always ready to staske his 1life in defense of any cause
in which Wyatt was intercsted, oo

Two Texans, Tobe Driskill and Ed Morrison, and thelr
cowboy associates were drﬁnk and hurrahing the town on
the night in question. Vyatt met up with them at the
Long Branch Saloon but they got the drop on him and held
him at gunpoint. "Doc" just inside the saloon and involved
in & card game, heard the commotion outside. He, seizing
hia guns from the rack, ran outslde the door and pointed
two gunsa ut}the crovwd of cowboys. One man was In the
process of shooting %gatt and Doc managed to fire shead
of the would-be 888a88in, hitting him in the shoulder,
Wyatt later said thet this was the reason for his loyalty

to "Doc” therearter.so

29 HMastersen, loc. cit., p. 5. .
S0Lake, op. clt., pp. 211-214, This story reads like s
western movie and is not mentioned in the Dodge City
pepers of the day. HMost Earp writers, however, accept

it as true. A strong claim c¢an be made for its
validity fn that it tends to explain the strong
affection Earp felt for lolliday in subsequent years,
fihen the Tombstone story is considered, this

incident seems to take on a ring of truth,



134

Another incident reveals 3611idsy Lhad some human
sympathy. In Herch, 1879, he asked Eddie Foy, then
entertaining in Dodge; tokjoin."Bat" Masterson's posse
which was organized to straighten out the crisis that
had afisen between the.Santa Fe énd Denvor snd Rio Grande
ituilroads. When Foy told Doec that he wasn't a good shot,
Holliday replied that he could use a shotgnn.SI Foy
naturally declined. These remarks show that the man who
was used to playing a lone hand was perhaps a little more
warm and friendly than most have figured.

By the latter part of 1879 Dodge City was settling down
to be a falrly respectable cattle town. Whether it was due
to the gunfighting abilitles of Dodge's peace officers or
to dher reasons is a matter of opinion, The town, however,
wasg definitely not receiving lawless and derelict guests
as it had so often done in the past. Wyatt Earp hearing
of the possibilities of a better living and more excltement
in Tombstone, Arizona decided to resign his position as
ﬁarshal of Dodge and go to the mining town. He did so on
September 9, 1879, and within a short time was on his way

up the Weatern Trail towsrds Tombstone.oo

31 ' '
Eddie Foy and Alvin Harlow, Clowning Through Life (N.Y¥Y.:

E, P?. Dutton and Company, 1928), pp. 102-103.

32
Lake, op. ¢it., pp. 228-229,
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Near Tralil City, Wyatt was stopped by "Doc" snd Kate

who were on their way tack to Dodge having previously
spent some time gambling in the small settlementsbmnd'
camps on the plains.as‘ Having nothing better to do, the
dentlist turned gambler, decidéd to go with his friend to

34 Arcund the first of November the party

Tombstmne,
reached Prescott, Arizona. FHolliday, receiving a run of
luck at the gambling taﬁles decided to stay on and told
Earp he would join him later.oo

In the early part of 1880 "Doc" arrived in Las Vegas,
Hanuel Otero, the fomner governor of New Mexico, was there
at the tine gnd geid that Holllday hud come there to settle
a score with Charley White, an old Dodge Clty ascquaintance.
White wes in a saloon when Holllday entered with cOckéd
“revolver. The former ducked behind the bar and an ex-
change of shots was fired, ‘hite was serlously wounded
but did not die, though the doctor had intended it to be

otherwise.sa

%3 mb1d., p. 290. Lake says that Holliday had killpd three
men 3ince his last stay in Dodge and that he settled
down in Las Vegas for a while. The k3llings that Lake

340redits to him are otherwise unaccounte:d for.
Ibvid., p. 230. .

35
Ibid.

36lianuel Ote~o, My Life on the Frontier, 1804-1882 (few York:
Press of the Plonsers, 1935) i, 216,
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The chronology a8 to whether Hollldzy arrived in

Tombstone belore or after the above mentioned incldent 1s
lost to the historian, It is certain, however, that he
and his pesky mistress wer~e in the mining town within two

a7 Fre

rontha of the time he had lust seen Larp, om then on

he wo:1ld bs closely allied with Wyatt and his two brothers
Morgan and Virgil in thelr stand azainst the so-called
cowioy elemant, Tre labter were a group of cattle rustlers
and %hieves who made thelr headquurtere in and around
Tombstone and who were led by a man ¥nown as "01ld Han"
Clanton and his sons, Phin, Ike, and Billy.Sa

In the next two years the pambling doctor probably left
Tomnstone many times in order to be 1n on some poker games
that would arise in the neighboring mining towns. It was
in regerd to these perliodical out of town ventures that he
would become involved in tha feud that was culminate In 2
future bloodhath,

On Harch 15, 1881, the stace owned by the famous ¥Wells

Fargo Company running between Benson and Tombstone was held

37
Lake, op. cit., p. 238, ¥William Breskenridge szid that
Bolliday a~rived "about the same time" ss Enrp, who got '
there In the eurly port of December. Willlam E, Breunkenridge,
38H311dgrado (N.¥.: Houghton Hifflin Co., 1928), Pe 100,
Douglas D. Hartin, Tombstone's Epltapgh (Albuguerque: The
University of Hew Hexlco Press, 1951) passim.
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4 39
up and the driver, Bud Philpot and one passenger were shot.
Ho sooner had the word gotten back to town than a rumor
beg:n circulating that “Doe" Bolllday was one of the nen
who had tried to rob the state und that 1t wos he who had

personally shot ?hilpot.do An article reprintes in the

Tombstone liugpet from the Tueson Star o few dsys after the

robvery strengthensed the rumor, The Star stated that on
the day of the robbery Eollidaj engaged a horse at a
Tombgime livery atable and hisd announced that he would
be gone seven or clght days or that he might return that
night. He had then lelft the city ecrmed with a rifle and

& six~shoocter. The news item:continued by 1relating thet he
had started toward Charleston but asbout r mile below
Tombstone, he had changed hls course and had headed in the
direction of Contention. He was next seen betwsen ten and
eleven with avfagged »ut horse in Tombotone. FHe had then
called for another horss and tethere:! it to a hitching

post in the 3treet-41

4 . '
Qﬁraaﬁanridga, op. cit,, p. 123,
41

Ibid., pt 124; Lﬁ?e, Op‘ eita, pp. :?6:'2"253;
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¥ren the doctor was asked to snswer these usccusations
his reply wes anything but convineing. BEe ssid thaet he
had gone to Charlsegton to play polter and becsuse he felt
that the people there aidn't like him, he hed decided to
wear o ‘t:;un..'r Circumstentisl evidence pointed to Holllday.
The posae thet had been sent out after the stuge robhbers

strongly suspected that one of the bandits bad bsen

Billy Leonard, & known memher of the “covboy element.,”

in hisz diary that he knew one of the robbers, Ile wog n
. o u
man called Leonsrd, known to be a "herd case."¥d "Dog,"

moreover, was a good friend of Leonsrd, having shared the
44

sareé business building together In 187¢ in 014 Town.
When he was subseguently asked ghout his recent trips to
a certain adobe cabin ocutslide the city where Leonard and
the robvers were known to frequent, the dentist denied that

‘ 45
he had been there on the day of the attempted holé-up,

-

42
Lake, op. cit., pp. 287-264,

43 ) N
e Ehit r Diar ;
Georgs ¥hitwell Pargons, The Diuly of George ¥Whitwell Parsons

(Phoenix: Arizona Statowlde Archival and Records Project,
1936), De 216.

44

%F}yﬁrﬁ’ Op» E_i_._E-, De 221; Lagf.i‘}, Qe g}_ﬁ-’ Pe £64.

48
Lake, op. cit., p. 264,
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The situation did not look at all w=11l for one of the
Yest'’s most notorious gunmen. The Hugset which opjposed
the Parp {actlon saw n chance to strengthen the position
of their backers, the cowboy elem nt and Sherlil John Beham.
Holliday's repubation had followed him to Tombstone and
now that the Larps were establishe’ o8 peace officers
in the town and recognize: friends of fthe doctor, it
would look none too good If the law was found to be
associating and indeed protecting a stzge robber and
murdersr, In the next rmonths the Humpeb would play thls
story to the hilt.éﬁ

The ¥ells Fargo Company aided the search by offering a

#6,000 reward for the capture of the bandits.47

A8 a re-
sult, Iin the early part of July, 18821, Sheriff Behan
arrgated "Doe" on a warcant sworn out by hiia mistress,
Kate Elder, for the killing of Bud Philpot.%® e was re-
lessed upon payment of a 5,000 bail by Viyatt Zuvp and

several others. On the next day Virgil Earp, the city

45 .
Breakenridye, op. cit., passium,

471&&;{&’ SE. Citij p' 269.

48
Ibido’ p. 1240
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marshal, arrested Kate on a drunken charge. At a hearing

she testifiec that she had signed an affidavit to the
effect that Holliday was gulilty without knowing what she
had signed. The doctor ﬁas thus discharged for insuffi-
cient evidence., Shortly fheraaftef figs Elder was sent
packing and she disappeare? never to be seen again.49
Whether Doc Holliday wes gullty of participating in
the Benson stage robbery and the two murders that resulted
from it will never be ltmown. %yatt Earp in later yezrs
told his story to his bilographer and presentes many of the
facts given here., If Holliday had actually been involved,
Barp could not have afforded to disclose 1t long years
after 1t was over because it would have Jeopardized Wyatt's
position as the recognized defender of law and order in
the VWest. The testimony of FHolliday concerning his activi-
ties on the day of the robbery and his known association
with one of the robbers can be considered as factors
definitely pointing to his guilt. Two things, however,
should be said in his defense, One, 1t was not like him

to engage in such\activities &8s stage holdups, Doc was a

*“Ibid., pp. 124-125; Lake, op. cit., p. 265.
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3kil11ful gambler and seldom in need of money. Secondly,

and more important, he was intensely loyal to Wyatt Earp
and he obviously knew that if he pulle: such a stunt as
robbing a stege and killing a man, he risked the chance
of belng caught and jeopardizing Fyatt's position in
Tombstone.

Whatever really happened that night of the 15th of March,
1881, 1t alded in setting off the charpge that later ex-
ploded on the streets of Tombstone. arly In June, Wyatt,
as the Distriét United States Harshal for the Tombstone
diatrict, approached Ike Clanton with a proposition., He
was one of the leaders of the outlaws who made their heade
quarters in asnd around the_town and who would be in a good
position to imow the whereabouts of the Benson stage robbers.
Earp told Clanton that he would turn over the Wells Fargo
36,000 reward money to‘him in exchange for information which
would lead to the capture of the robbers. The latter said
he would have to talk it over with a friend of his. He
returnéd a few days later and asked Earp if the offer would
8till be good if ;he robbers were dead when they were
spprehended and turned over to the express company,i The

marshal said that he would wire the home office in

San Franeisco to find out. The telegrapher, seeing the

messagze pubt two and two together and made it known to
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Clanton one night while they were both drinking that he
iaiew of the plun between larp and Clanton. Ike figu:ed
tihat Wyatt had told the telegrapher snd perhaps some
others and this would indeed put tiwe ovtlaw in a bad
position. If the robbers knew thet he had teen fespansible
for revealing thelr wheresbouts, he would be in serious
danger of extermination.so

Sometlme in early October Ike further chastised Euarp
by tellings hin that Holliday now lmew the schome between
them. “hen Yyatt and Ike guestioned him, Doc denie? that
the marshsl had sald anything to him atout the pvoyosition.SI

On the 25th of Octoher Ike Clanton and a fellow outlaw,

52 sop some time now the

Tom Helaury, came into Tombatone.
town had sensed the feud that wng pgoing on between the
Earps and the cowboys. The Epitaph had only recently
printed a story in regard to the thrests that had been
‘issued aguinst the Earps.ss The bad feelings between the

two factions were ebout ready for s showdown.

5 Lﬁk{fﬁ" 9_9.' Citoy PPe 2E8-270,
53
llb .
52
Breakenrldge, op. cit., p. 144,

53
Eﬁax‘tzin, 9_2- Qitc’ De 177.

id
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During the night of the 28th Ike and Doc were thrown
torether, %Willism Breakenridge, & deputy sheriff under
8&han and conssquently =« sympethizer with the Clantoné,
reported that the doctor followed Ilke into o rastaurant
and began abusing him. He then aske:d Clanton to go for
his gun but the latiter replied that he was without one.
Horgzn and Virgll were seild to have been within shooting
distance of Loth of them, Vhen Clanton finished his meal
he walked out and was followed by Morgen and Doc, Both
now, according to Breakenridge, bepsn to sbuse Clanton
and they clalmed that he had beon talking about Holliday |
and the Lasrps, Before a fight could be provoked the Earps
taok the doctor away.54

The next afternoon between two and two-thirty the most
famous gunfight In the annals of the VWest took place on the
stroets of Tombstone nt the 0,E.Corrml, The tension that
had bsen mounting for many montha cave to a climsx on this
ocecusion. The thwee Zaorps, Wyatt, dorgsn, Virgil, and
"Doc" Hollidey shot 1t out with four of the cowboys, Ike
and his brother Bllly, and the Melaurys, Tom and Frank.

After thirty seconds of contlnuous firing, three men,

b4 ,
Lakﬁ, O 3ito’ PP 290*2&1; Bl’ﬁﬂki%ﬁ{"id{;ﬁ‘, 0D, el o3 Do 144,
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Billy Clznton and the Helaurys, lay dead., Virgil and

Wyatt had received slight sounds and "Doe® had incurred
a slight injury in his leflt hip.55
In subsequent weeks Wyatt and "Doe" were on trinl for
their lives, the other tﬁo Yarps being too cerippled to
appear in court, On Degember 1, 18vl1, Judge Splcer de-
clared that the Earp parity had been "fustilfied in commite
ting these homocides; that it was a necessnry act dane in
the dilscharye of official ﬁuty.”56
That war between the two facﬁioné kad not temminated,
howavev,vwas clearly svident from en incident that occurred
in the middle of January, 188828, A witnes: remembered that
"Hingo one of the cowboy elements leading gunfighters
and Doc Holliday came nearly having it with pistols. I
passed not knowing blood was up.“57’ "Doe” had his hand in
his breast pockset ready to make s play for the gun which
he had slung undernesth tle skirt of his cost. Yet before

any move could be mzde from olther side it wus broken up

by the palica.se

SUdartin, op. eit., p. 150,

561p1q,, p.oo3, '
ggParsans, op. cit., p. 286,
Ibid; Lgke, op. ¢it.,p.306. Breakenridie reported thot soon
alter the bLattle at 0.K. Corral, Holliday got drunk and
went on a shouting_a?reﬁ. In the Urientul suloon he shot
the bartender in the foot and a msn nomed Julese in the
hand, Julce then knocked him down, took his pistol away
and was toying to shsgt him through the hesd when
bystunders separste them, Breskenridue, Op. cit., p. 155,
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It was obvious to all the townspeople thet the enenles

of the Earps meant business., Just prior to the Ringo-
Hol'lday frecas, Virgil had been asbushed from an alicy
while walkinpg down the street.sg The crowning blow, how-
ever, occurred on Marenh 19, 1882, when Morgsn was shotb
and killed while playing a gome of billlards 1n Hatch's
salamn.gg The shots had entered the plate glass window
of the saloon from a polint somevhers across the street.

To ayuir this was the last straw, I his career as a
pence off"icer can be deemed Justifiadle up to this time,
he w:g now ready to go beyond the law a&d tuke mathters
into hia own hands, In the next wsek, the marshal, "Doc",

and severzl others deputized by Wyatt, procesded to kill
three of the men who had been suspected of belng elther
in on the Virgil Earp wounding or the Horgsn Karp murder.
" In all of these killings Jokn Henry Holliday 1s reported
a3 stuniing beslde his friend VWiyatt Earp, elther engaging
in the actual shooting or remsining at a not tno distant
spot from the actual procee&ings.61

Following thess killings, Wyatt and "Doc" satd goodby to

Tombistone for the last time. The old west wus dying and no

9 ’irt.;n, Cle cgt., 2P 204"205.

80Ibid,, p.20S.

51Lbid) p}'«?. (19"”{15' La EE' G ty, Dp 526";367 :’:u«"'a.\s
Z30-340; Hasterson, 103. c*t., pe. 63 Jobn P, Glum “It All
Happenes in Tombatone," Arirzona Historical Kaview, Vol.2
(GctObﬁr, lgug)’ Pia bu andg 65,
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one knaew it better than ths frontier marshul and his

notorious cohort. Gunplsy snd the killing that 1nevitabl¥
accompanied 1t were giving way to orginized law-ablding
comnunities., Concerning the departure of the Larp faction
from Tombstone, Breakenridge wrote: "From this time on
Cochise County became very peaceful and qulet, and
Tombstone settled dowvn o be normal once nmore. 4 lot of
the rustlers had been killed off by #exlicens in rustling
stock, and in quarrels smong themselves when they were
drinking. The stockmen h&d organized for self-protectlion,
and the fustlers got out of the ecountry as fast as possible.
¥ith most of the bad mon run off there was no mere trouble
and there waa no more cattle rustling than there is today."62
AFbr DocHolliday, however, the west could not dle.
Gungla# and gambling, two symbols of the frontier, were in
his blood and such u poweriul force as civilization failed
to move him, Wyatt snd the doctor parted company soon
after thoy left Tombistone and the latter went to Denver,
Around the middle of May, 18682, he was arreste. for the
murder of Frank Eéilwell, one of the three men killed by

63

the Eurps after Norgan wes killed. "Bat" Masterson, in

3 »
6£Ereakenridge, op. elt., p. 179.

63

Denver Hepubltean, ¥ay 17, 18852,
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in Colorado at the time, heand of the doctor's plight and
resolves to help him, Masterson had never liked hin and
was never able to understand Wyaft‘s loyslty to him, Yhat
he subsequengly did for Holliday was probably more out of
regnrd for %yatt than for his admiratlon for the outlaw.ﬁ4
"3ab® went to Governor Pitkin of Colorado and persueded
him not to honor tie extraditicn papers oﬁ Holliday that had
been brought from Arizona. Mastersan impressed it upon
Pitkin thet the state officials 1» 4Arizona lacked the organi-
zation and ability to prevent Holliday's possible selzure .
and killing ot tre hands of those who wented him out of the
way. As a consegusnce, ths governar.refused to honor the
extradition pééera on the grounds that they had not ﬁeen
properly drawn up.65 Raving succeeded this far, Hasterson
had yet enother problem to solve. Pitkin was going out of
office and there wes nothing to prevent the incoming govemor
from giving 30111day over to the Arizona suthorities, Sensing
this, "Bat” had a warsant sworn out against "Doc" charging
him with highway robbery in Pueblo, Colorado. The doctor
was thus taken from Denver to ?ueblo‘whé?e he wes put under

nominal bond and released from custody. In future months

°4aa5terscn, loc. cit., pp. 5-8.

65

Ibid., p. 63 Eyefs, op. cit., p. 245,
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"Bat" gucceeded in baving the case put off and with a new

bond always furnished, the gambler dentist was left to go

his merry way.es

In 18683 the Phoenix Herald in a column devoted to the

whereabouts of the west's éunfighters, mentioned that "Doc”
was the "chief engineer in three faro games.“67 By 1884
the great days of free lance gambling were over, Vpat had
been frontier mining ceamps had now turned into respectable
towns. The west with which "Doc"™ Holliday had been associ-
ated for twenty years had ceded its right and heritage to
the new cormmerecial and socisl outlook. On November 8, 1887,
John Henry Hollliday gave up his claims to another inevitable
fdrce. At Glenwood Spfiﬁgs, Colorado consumption finally -
accomplished what no bullet had been uble to d0.68 |

"Doc" Holliday qualifies as s legendary figure in the

history of the west by virtue of killlings alone. Writers

on the man seem %o take great pride in assigning deaths to

salbid.
67

Phoenix Herald, Novem er 185, 1883.

68
Masterson, loc. cit., p. 8; Kyers, op. cit., p. 282,

Hyers drawing from the "Fleld and #am in Colorado™ says
that Hollliday had been delirious two wecks prior to his
death, He also recordes that "Doc'!s™ lust conscious act
was to ask for a tuwbler of whisky. Upon driniking 1it, he
i1s supposed to have cormented "This is funny." 3See also
Dun.f}, 2._9_20 S:;-.Et, p. 1344.
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him. Bis biographer, John lyers Myers, is ineclined to

glve his subject credlt for any shooting that has ever
been attributed to him and even adds a few of his own.
The Holliday legend, hcwever, cannot be expleined 3imply
in te-m3 of the number of men that succombed to his
termperament and lightning draw.

Thoush he has not been zaccorded the fame ol Wyatt Zarp
snd Billy the Kid; nevertheless, "Doc” Hollldny has carved
out a name for himself on the western scene., His very
make-up would attract attention if for no other reason.
Here was an educated man from a falirly well-to-do family
who became a western badman. To complete the romantlc
touches a ssvere case of tuberculosis 1s added and the
reader is supplied'with the western legend. Here is the
underdog who fought the odds and won. Tbé American |
people have comé to adnire and:chamﬁion the littie man
who overcomes his handicsps to achieﬁe success. The
smallness of the man in size, his tuberﬁular condition,
his edicustion and background, his gambling addictlon and
his deftness with a pun all are factors which go to make up
the BHolliday legend, |

"Doc Holliday," wrote Stuart Lake, “ﬁas a hot-headed,
111l-tempered, trouble~-hunting, and withal, cold-blooded

desperado, rightly placed by history in the gumman-killer
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category....“ﬁg This opinion is8 universally share: by

students of the west. Vith the many killings with which

he was connected and by his nature, one could hardly con-
clude otherwise. He was catered to and more often than
not spoken of wlth reverence by those who were asscclated
with him. The resson for this lay in one word, fear. His
gquick temper and speéu with the\gun conditioned those with
whom he came into contact. "Bat" HMasterson, however, noted
that with those who didn't fear him, he was sorely disllked
end even challenged. Vitness the flght that Ringo and
Y¥olliday elmost had Iin Tombstone. For the most part, how~
ever, the doctor was given free rein of the gambling houées
and saloons of the frontier towns. Furthermore, when one
becamne engaged Iin conversation or cards with Holliday, he
was taking life in hils own hands. His quer-elsome nature
and diseased conditlon Invited trouble. MHasterson observed
that despite éha many difficulties in which he always
seemed to become entangled, the doctor was more often in
the right than in the wrong.70 It would seem that

John Henry Hollliday was thgtxare breed of man who naturally

came by violence.

69Lake, op. cit., p. 192,

7oﬁastevaon, loc. cit., p. 5.
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"Doc" Holliday will always be known as one of the liest's

worst badmen. His contribution to its history is all bad
and when his life 1s exominer, it is hard to evoke evén a
touckof sympathy for him. As 1t has been with other bad
men, however, the dentist turned killer had some admirable
traits., In his courzge and allegiance to friends, Earp in
particular, the man stands tall. s willingness to stand
up against the greatest gunfighters in the Vest's most tur-
bulent years is falr jnétification for reﬁarking on his
COUrAFe .. |

It 18 in his great friendship for Wyatt LZarp that
Holliday has shown a humanness and, indeed, a somewhat
enduring yuality. "Bat" Kasterson, waxing poetical, once
sald that "Damon did no more for Pythias than Holliday did
for Wyatt Egrp."vl He followed the peace officer all over
the southwest and was at his side at every important gun-
fight in which the latter participated. Though he was
accuse’ of robbing the Eenson stsage, which eventu&ll? led
up to the 0.K. Corral episode, the Tight with the Cléntons
was clearly one involving only the Farp brothers. Yet
"Doe" insisted on going into battle and was a prominent

figure in wiat resulted, Hia friendship for Earp has never

711bid,, p. 6.
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been explained. All that can be offered are a few

suggestions. Their relationship can in sorewise be ex-
pleined in terms of their characters. GCeorge Bolds, who
knew them boti, snid that "Earp and Hollida? were not the
friendly type."72 1ey were hoth reserved and known to be
preoccupled with their own affeirs.

His slleglance to LZarp mlght also be explained in terms
of "Doc!s" asdmiration of Vyatt as a man. There can be
little doubi thnt the marshal possesse:s resl frontier
courage and seldom 1f ever hesitated to particlipete in
situatlons that were extremely dangerous, His friendship‘
for ¥yatt would seem to 1lle then in the similar nake-up of
esch man. It night well have been that Wyatt Enrp had the
very attributes that the doctor saw in himself.

"Doc” Bolliday will alwnys remain the great western
paradox, His health alweys stood in his way and blocked
his rond to a possible successful career. He was o con-
demned man who chose to live out his 1ife in excitement
and lawlessness. He lived each day with un abancon that
called for a bullet to end his career rather than a tuber-
cular germ, His life was bloody and misuaed. He stands as
one of the West's most notorious killers and in the final
enzlysis can be regsrded as a discredit to his period of

history.

Jares D. Horan, Across the Cimarron (Hew York: Crown
Publishers, Inc., 1956), p. 71.




CHAPTEA V
FILLIAN BAOCLAY "BaTY MASTERSOW

On o small farm nesr Falrfield, Iilinois, on the 24th
of Noverber, 1853, a son was born to Thomas and ¥stherine
HeGQurk ﬁastersan.l The boy was named William Barclay and in
future yeers his reputstion and pgpularity would become such

a8 to provoke the following comment Lrom the Hew Yurk T.mes :

“At one time Masterson was said to have been the best known
man hetween the Miasissippl and the Paéifie Const, and his
}exploits and his abillty as & punfighter have bocome part
of the tradltion of the Middle West of many yeurs ago.“z

The HMastercsons hed seven children, three of whom, James,i
Ed, and Williem, beeanc frontlier policemen. As a boy

Willtam was attrooeted to the out of doosrs becnuse of the

lﬁﬁovge &, Thowmpson, Bat Hasteraon, The Dodge City Years
(Fort Hays: HKansas 3tute Printing Pient, 1948, p.4. ‘this
book containg Interviews with Kasterson's brother, Tom,

5 concerning the childhocd and family of ths former.

New York Times, October 26, 1921,
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very conditions of the frontier which put little stress

on fine homes and cztered rather to making one's way by
means of the so0il and through hunting. It was the bby's
great love for hunting that was to earn him kis nicknanme,
according to his later good friend, Alfred Henry Lewls,
A generation before Masterson was born, a hunter named
Baptiste Brown had been called ™01d Bat." When the boy
became engaced In buffalo hunting in the early seventies
the name descended to him and for the rest of his life,
William Barclay i#asterson, would be lmown throughout the
United States ag "Bat"® h’!asterstm.:5

For the firat fourteen years of his 1life, "Bat"” was
able to gain only s rudimentary education, which was sup=-
plemented throughoét bis remaining years with an abundance
of reading. His chief interest was hunting and at the age
of twelve hid father gave him an old Civil War musket.
The absurdity of ziving & child such a wespon must be
dispensed with when one considers that on the f%ontier
the sbility to use & firearm might mean in future times

the difference between food and starvation or life and death. %

3A1fred Eenry Lewls, "The Xin of the Cun-Players =-
William Bsreclay Masterson, Bumen Life (Kovember, 1907) p.8.

4
Thompson, op. cit., pp. 4-8.
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In 1887 the family decided to move further West in search

of better land. Near St. Louis the Mastersons settled down

to homestead a section of land. Again, finding the land and

conditions unfavorable, Thomas Masterson in 1871 nmoved his

fanlly to the present—day-sita of Wichita and once more

gettled on government land.s
In 1871 the Atchison, Topeka and 3znta Fe was building

a raillroad to Dodge City. A contract for the grading of

the railroad was given to two Topeks contractors.s Ed and

"Bat" decided to siin on with jitaymond Ritter, one of the

sub-contractors, After the job was completed Ritter left

tie boys stranded at Dodpge Clty and decided to leave, being

careful, however, to take the proceeds of the grading con-

tract with him. This was in the spring of 1872.7 "Bat" met

Billy Dixon, the buffalo hunter, in Dodge and realizing

the profit that might be made from Buffalo bhides and meat,

decided to join the latter in his business., Earlier

buffalo killing had been largely for supply ricat to railway

construction gangs and army posts on a contract basis, with

o

Ibid., p. 5.

o

James D, Horan, Across the Cimarron (New York: Crown
7Publishers, 1956}, p. 55; Thowpson, op. c¢it., p. 5.

Robert W. Wright, Dodge City - The Cowbo¥ Capital (Wichita:
Wichita Bagle Press, 1913), p. 299.
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little attenti:n given to the hide. But in 1870 that

private business men bezan to concern themselves serlously
with the enormous profits to be mude from the great
buffelo herds that roamed plains from the Brazos River to
beyond the CGanadian line was no surprise, DBy 1871 the
buyer of hides and meat was eager to pay cash to the
buffalo huntar.a
In the yeara 1272 and 1873 Masterson, Dixon, and a
group of fellow hunters wandered in search of the buffalo
throuzhout the Texas Panhandle and Oklahoma.g It was in
these days that "Bat" gained his reputation as a marksman
and practical joker, Dixonkcommented'that "fBat! became so
proficient with the rifle that men who imew him saild that
even in later years his marksmanship far surpassed his
skill with a six-pgun, and then hastened to say that his
dexterity with the Old Colt's 'Peacemaker' was ezcellent!? 10
Buffalo hunting was lonely business. In the long prairie

nights there came a need for good humor and story telling.

g8
Stuart N, Lake, "The Buffalo Hunters," Ssturday Evening
Post (October 25, 1830), p. 12. :

9
Horan, op._ecit., ».55,
10

0.K. Dixon, The Life of Billy Dixon (Dal leags: The Southwest
Press, 1927), p. 1156.
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It was around the campfires such as that of the buffzlo

hunter that some of the West'!s most preposterous stories
were first told. In this same environment "Bat" Masterson
was to meke his name as avpractical joker. One one such
occasion a braggert named Falrchild who wss always quick
to let everyone in on his bravery in the face of danger
became the butt of a lasterson joke. While hunting with
him one evening, "Bat" spotted a fire and told his inex-
perienced friend that it was an Indlan camplire and that
they had better leave as fast as possible., Falrchild tore
off into the wilderness without so much as looking back.
He was subsequently put on guard to watch out for any signs
of hostile savages, When he returned to camp one night from
an overly long s¢ssion of guard duty, he overheard the men
laughing over the trick they had plaved on him. THeedless
to say Fairch!lld was cured of his boasting, though his
anger didn't subside for a long time thareafter.ll
This partiality toward making someone the butt of a
harmless prank was to continue throughout "Bat" Masterson's
1ife and, indeed, 1t addei to his reputation as one of the

mo8t genial and likeable personalities ol the old West.

111bid., p. 115.
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Frontier huzor was gquite often stertling and nerve-testing,

12 An incident in-

as well as desporate and thrilling.
volving Masterson and ¥Wyatt Earp proves this point. A
certain professor of the so-called "occult sciences"

wrote the mayor of Dodge és to the pos:sibilities of his
coming to the cowboy town for the purvose of delivering

a lecture. The mayor turnred the letter over to "Bat™ who
was sheriff there at the time. The peace offlcer qguickly
saw the opportunity that prevalled for a 1little horseplay.
He invited the professor to come and even acted as the
chairman of the program., The speaker had not long
commenced his lecture when someone from the back row of

tie auditorium where the meeting was held hollered out

that the lecturer was a liar. "Bat" demanded order, with
the result that the meetling place once again became gulet.
In & few minutes, however, the professor was challenged
again and "Bat" and Wymtt both drew their guns and bepgan
firvlng over the sudience. The poor professor was so scared
that he hid himself under a pletform table., Fe little knew

that the bullets being used were blanks,ls

12
Wright, _Q’R' citog p. 206.

a _
Andy Adams, Log of a Cowboy (N.Y.: Houghton Mifflin Co.,1921},
pp. 184-197; Wright, op. cit., pp. 208~20%.
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An incident occurred in the early morning of June 27,

1874, that was to make William Barclay MYasterson a man In
the eyes of the rough and ready frontler people. It must
rank as one of the great accomplishments in American
frontier troubles with thé Indians. Tie railroad and the
rnining establishments had, by the 1850's, reopened the
white man's struggle with the Indlans. What had been
looked on as one big reservation was abnut to be washed
away by a8 bloodbath of buffalo and Indian lives. Roanming
over the Grsat Plains gt this time were thie tribes of the
Sioux, Crows,Kiowa, and Comanche. They were solely depen-
dent on the buffslo for their livelihood and sustenance
and were determined to fight any force or human that
attempted to interfere. The whites, sesking to explolt
the profits that migzht be had from the buffalo meat and
hides, nhad by the early 1870's almost extinguished the
Indian's food and as a result, the red man himself.14 The
skirmishk that "Bat” Mastorson partid pated in in late June
of 1874 represented one of the last Indlan attacks oﬁ thelr

white adversaries.

14,
~ "Ray Allen Billington, Westward Expansion (liew York:
The Macmillan Company, 1949), po. 651=670.
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In order that ths buffalo hunters would not have to

return to Dodge City for provisions during the buflalo
season, the merchants of Dodge had stocked an old ruins
calle:: Adobe Walla, some 150 miles from Dodge, with
supplies to sell to the hunters. The settlement, if it
can be called such, was composed of two buildings, a
saloon, and an outfitting store.l5 On the rmorning of

the 27th, some three undred Indians made an attack on
Adobe Walls, feeling that the buffalo hunters had poached
on their lands, Wlith considerable danger to theﬁselves,
the handful of hunters at thg foart, which included
Masterson and his employee Dixon{-succeeded in holding off
the Indians until the cavalry ar;’ﬁved on the fifth day.
The estimates cf how many Iﬁdians the hunters killedArange
from seventy to ninety, but it is ceftﬁin that no more

16

than three of the latter were killed. Billy Dixon, who

15¢ewis, loc. cit., p. 10.
6
: New York Morning Telegraph, October £5, 1921; Horan,
op. cit., p. 54; Lewis, loec. cit., p. 9. As'in all
Indian battles of the 01d West, the nurber of killed
and the incidents in the battle are unrelishble. Dixon's
book, written by his wife as 'e told it to her, is
certainly the [irst book to be consi:lted in this-mattex,

He was noted for his honesty snd trustworthinezs and there

seems little reason lo doubt his account., Dixon, op. cit.,
pc 178. ‘ ’
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fought alongside "Bat" at the "Affair of Adobe Walls "

had this to ssy about the boy's performance: "'Bat!
liasterson should be rsmembered for the valor that marked
his conduct. He was a good shot and not afraid. L7

As a result of his accomplishments at Adobe Wells
"Bat" was now a man of reputation. Following the battle
he returned to Dodge City and shortly thereafter he headed
a group of eighiteen e¢ivilian scouts under General [iles
who sought to force the hostile Indien tribes In the area
to make peace tresties. It wae on such & mission In 18756
thet he killed his first msm.18

Masterson was spending a considersble time around
Sweetwater, Texas, and the reasgh,cauld be geen in the
person of Miss Mollie Brennan. One Sergeant King also
sought to court Miss Brennan and when he found out that
she was spending rmore time with HMr, Masterson, he bécame
Jerlous. One night while iHollie and "Bat" were in the
Lady Gay Ssloon, having been given the key to it by the
saloon keeper, who was a friend ofthe young man, King

knocked on the door. MHesterson unlocked it and the

Bix@n; 9_?_¢ _C_S:_Ec, Poe 178.

18 .
Rufus Hoclkwell Wilson, Qut of the Viest (N.Y.: %Wilson-
Erickson, Inec., 1836), p.443; Horan, op. cit., p. 55.
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jealous mun fired. Kollie, standing beside her besu,

Jumped in the way and thevbullet from King'!s gun went
throvgh her and lodge! itself in "Bat's" pelvis bone.A
Trhe lstter, on the way to the floor, shot King through
the heart.lg There is no nistaking the fact that this
was a clear case of self-defense gnd was uall Iin accord
with the code of the ‘lost.

After receiving medicel care from a nearby fort and
staying over to recuperste for 2 fecw months, Hesterson

. - 20
returned to Dodge in the spring of 1875,

Tie town by
this time was four years old snd what had been little moré
than a wilderness around an zrmy fort in 1872 nad now be-
come the focal point for the railroad and for buffalo
hides snd cattile. Cowboys and buffalo hunters had

combined with the muleskinners and soldiera to make Dodge

& rough and somewhat viclous frontier town., The “own

lgThompson, op. ¢it., pp. 10-11; Horan, op. cit., p. 55;
Alfred Eenry Lewls, The Sunset Trail (W.Y.T A. L. Bart
Comprny, Publishers, 1205), pp. 88, 97-98; Wyatt Earp,
"Articles" Sunday Exsminer Maparine (San Fruneiseo),
August 16, 18Y6. Earp and Lewis suggested that there
was 111 feeling between Masterson and King caused by
other thnings than s mutual sweetheart. The [lasir for
the colorful narrative, however, was a part of each
author's writings aad cannot be considored altozether
reliable,

20Borsn, op. cit., p. 55.
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was in fire need of lav enforcement. For the latter

purgose Wyatt Earp had recently come from Wichita to
become c¢ity marshal of Dodge. When "But" came hobbling
in soon after Harp ar-ived, the latter, nceeding a man
with courage and the ability to take care of himselfl,
21

appointed Masterson as his assistant, Wyatt later wrote
an account in a San Francisco newspmper of what "Bat" was
like in the heyday of Dodge's notoriety. Though the de-
seription i2 colorful and somewhat exagrercted, the
portralt of the man ererpges?

"Bat" was somewhat of o dandy in thnse days, but

before all else he wes a M2N.... There was some-

thing in the way his bullet-shsaped head was mounted

on his square shoulders, something in the grain of

his crisp, wiry halr, something in the £i1t of his

short nose that bespoke an animal courage such as

nnt every man 18 endowed withal.... "Bat" Masterson

had a wealth of saving graceg which shone from the

honest fullness of his f{ace.
Another contemporary also captures a bit of his character.
A vaudeville comedlen who got hila star~t in the Vest

actually playe” Dodge in 1878 and '79. He csalled

21 L% 4 ‘ ¥,
Stuart N. Lake, Wyatt Earp, Frontier Ma~shal (N.Y.:

Houghfon kifflzn Gomnany, 19317, pp. 186-177, 142.
Masterson received 275 a month at this post, Thompson,
op. cit., p. 12,

22
Sunday Examiner Mepazine (San Franciseco) August 16, 1896,
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¥ssterson "a trim, good-looking young man with a

pleasant face and darafully barbered mustache, well-
tailored clothes, hat with a rakish tilt and two big.
silver-mounted, ivory handled pistols in a heavy belt,"ed

There isvalsa the story of a man wno came to his town
and wantesto see the man about whom he had heard so much,
"How can I find 'Bat,¥ the stranpger asked. "Look for
one of the most perfectly made men you ever saw, as
well as a well-dressed, good lonking fellow, and when
you seec such & man eall him "Bat” and you will have hit
the bull's e:m.“z4 His better graces would stand him in
good stead in his new years,

In July of 1876 Hasterson was tempted to leave Dodge.
He pesigned his poét under Harp and joined the musses
that were flocking to tie Black Hills in response to a
recent gold strike.25 Part way there he realized that
many others had the same $dea and that the Yest claims

would already have been taken by the time he got there.

&

Zddie Foy and Alvin F. Harlow, Clowning Through Life,
(N.Y.: E.P. Dutton and Company, 1928), p. 98.

N

o

Wright, op. cit., p. 299.

25
Lake, op. cit., p. 154,
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Consequently, ke decided rether to stop off at Cheyemnne

to en.a. e in LaablinL.KG By September 1876 "Bat" returned
to Dodge. For the next vear he occupied hiuself with
gambling.27 The money that flowed In and out of the town
due to the prospersul cattle business caused muny profit
secking individuals to opon combination saloon and ganmbling
establishments. Men such as Barp and Hasterson were often
hired by the proprletors of such a trade to act as house
mRN.

in Oetober of 1377 Ye changei his occupation again,
Deciding to take Vyatt Farp's advice, "Bat"” begon his
campalgn for the offlce of sherifl of Ford County, wilch
was the county in which Dodge was altuatel., The Cctober 13,

1877, Dodze City Times carried the following declaration

of' ¥r. Masterson: "at the requesi of many citizens of
Ford County, I have congented to run for the office of
sherif{, at the coming election in this e¢ounty.... I have
no pledges to make, as pledges are usunlly considered,

before election, to be mere claptrap. I desire to say

26 o
Horan, op. cit., . 53,

27
Lake, op. cit., p. 1585, The Dodpe Cit ty Times recorded
that in June, 1877, ¥asterson bwugb* a part interest in
fgngone Star Dance Hall. Dodge City Times, September 8,
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to the voting public thut I am no politiclan and shall

meke no combirnations that would be 1likely, to, in any-
wize, hamper me in the discharge of the dutles »f the
0ffice ..o "o8
In Wovember, 1877, he‘was elected sheriff of Ford

County b7 three votes.29 Thinr-s wvere relstively quiet
for Sheriff Masterson and Dodge City until Apcil S, 1878,
It was at this time that Dodge's ordinance concerning
the non-wearing »f firearms within the city limits was
to cause cvonsiderable grief to the Mdasterson fomily. On
the nizht In guestion one Jack YWagner, feeling g littls
frisky, starte! to "hurrsh %le town.” Ed Masterson, "Batt'"

"y

brother and city marshal &t the time, took Yagner's gun
away Cfrom him. A 11ttle later in %re evening Xarshal
Hasterson and his friend, Nat Heywood, cought sight of
Wagner and hia boss, A. M. Yalker, coming out of the Lone
Star Dance Hall., Tre elder~%astersoﬁ again seecing YWagner
with a gun trlied to take it away, The latter wrestled

Iree and killed him. At the same time, "Bat" and & few

gaﬁsnge Cilty Times, Gctoberllx, 1877,
£
Horon, ope. ¢it., p. 5B5.

iy ]
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friends were walking toward the Dance Hall =nd upon

hearin: the shot they quickened their pace, Within
gaome Forty feet of agner "Bat" opened fire and Wauner,
having been hit, stumbled nack in the saloon and dled,
Walker, slso wounded, ran through the saloon and
collapsed some fifty feest 9way.30

In the next weeks following Ed Mastersonfs murder, his
brother ecapture’ a fuglitive who was wanted at Ft. Lyons
and wounded another who was attempting to shoot up the
town.sl In Aupust, 1878, the Times had this to say
about the work of its sheriff: "Sheriff W. B, Masterson
and Denuty William Duffy are indefatignble Iin thelr
oefforts to ferret out and arreat persons charged with
crimes, Scarecely a déy passes without reward for their

2
vigilance and promptnean.“s In the same month "Bat"

o
S Ibid., pp. 56-57. The man who ssw the shooting,

Ham Bell, was later interviewed by George Bolds, the
subject of Horan's blograpny. Bell told Bolds that
becauvse of the Tiring that broke out following
Kasterson'!s death that it was hard to tell who shot
Fagner and “alker, Prior to this revelation western
writers had always attribute’ these two killings to
"Bat." Desplte Eell's testimony, however, it Seems
likely that Sherif{ Nasterson played a contributory
3 part in the killings.
Dodge City Times, July 27, 1878,
32
Dodge City Times, August 16, 1878; Foy and Harlow,
.O_Eo 9_5_-_2.’ pp. 112"113’
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went to Fot Springs, Arksnsas, for medical ald and rest,

Wasterson, it seemed, was suffering fronm vertigo.ss

He returned to Dodge shortly and from October 1878 to
March 1879 he led a posse in tracking dowm the murderer
of a young dance hall zirl, and escortes the famous horase
thief, Dutch Henry, {rox WMnidad to Dodge City to stand
trial.34 The first incident occurred when "Dog" Kélley,
the owner of the Alhambrs Saloon and James Kennredy got
into an argument while both were drinking. Kennedy
threatened Kelley &nd left toyn, ¥While he was away, the
galoon owner rented hils huuse to Dora Hand, s dance hall
glrl., Vhen rennedy rebturned. he rode un to XKelley's house
early nne morning and fired geveral shotsz 1nto an open
door. Niss Hand,'asleep at the time, wne killed, A posse

inciuding Wyatt Ear-p» and "Bat" Hasterson was immediately

33podze City Times, August 30, 1878. It was during "Bat's®

absence that Clay Allison, a famous gunslinger, arrived
in Dodge. Dane Coolldge wrote in his book that Allison
came to town t0 ses If Has'erson would fight. Csolldge
claimerd that "Bat" backed down and this wns the reason he

lef't town. In the light of Masterzon's career 1t secms

unlikely that he would cower to a man even of such stature

ag Clay Allison. Coolldge got his story from Charles
Siringo, whe toured the West in this pericd and claimed
to have obtained the story from Allison. Dane Coolidge,
Figshting Mden of the West (N.¥Y.: E.P.Dutton, Inc., 1932)
p. 71.

34Lake, op. cit., vp. 216-218; Dodge City Times, Jan.25,1879.
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organizesd and set out in pursult of the assassin. The

groun rods southward from Dodge to a point wvhere Renne?ly
had to pass in order toresach his hnme, whileh was known
to be Kansss Cilty. Yhen he s~rived, the posse ordered him
to throw up his hands. 'He refused and attempted to escape;
thereupon, the posss shot him., He was hit Iin the leflt
shoulder and was subsequently pinned wnder his horse when
the animal was shot snd fell on him,>®

In the same month as the Dora Hand murder Sheriff lasterson
becare involved 1In a railroad feud. The Santa Fe and
Denver and Hlo Grande Hallropds were fighting for the right
bf way from Canyon City to Laadville, Colorado. Silver
had been discovered st the latter town and the railroads
were anxious to get there as zoon as postible, The atruggle
had stsarted when the Denver and Rio Grande accused the

tehissn, lopeka and Sanis FPe of not complying with the

e

terms of lease. The Tormer, getting no satisfaction, then
decided to take the rail:road in their owvn hands for operstion.
The Santa Fe asked Dodge for 2id in putting down the dis-
turbance and Sheriff Hasterson deputized thirty men, only

to arrive on the scene of trouble and rind the situétion

i
under control.” >

YOLaite, op. cit., pp. 2:6-218; Zoe A. Tilgham, Marshal of
the Last Frontier (Glendale, Calif.: The Arthur H., Clark
zglompany, 1949), pp. 141-142, :
Foy and Harlow, op. cit., pp. 102-103; Dodge City Times,
January 14 and March 29, 1879,
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The sy 10, 1879, Dodge City Times reported the failure

of an assassination attempt on its sheriff. Three men
from idissouri had been giving i#asterson a hard time, and
he and ¥Yyatt had thrown them in jall. The nlght follow-
ing their arrest a group of men met in the rear of a
store in Dodge and told a negro boy to go to the sheriff
and tell him that he was wanted in that vicinity. The
boy, suspicious of the men, tipped off "Bat'" and the
latter was qulick to break up their plans by arresting
and fining them, He subacquently ordered them out of
town.37 v
In the following October, ¥William Barclay Masterson

once sgein faced a comling election, He ran on the

Independent Ticket supported by the Dodge Clty Times,

The op osition party, the "Peoples Ticket,"” caused

#r. Mdasterson a considersble amount of trouble by calling
him %o accbunt for spending too much of the tax money he
had collected from the inhabitants of Ford County.ss
Fe was slso accused of frrud by alleging to have gilven

£25 for the returning of a stolen pony. Both of the

37 . _
Dodpe Clty Times, #ay 10, 1879,

38
Dodre City Times, Oetober 25, 1879; Thompson, op. cit.
P. 33.




171
charses were never proven. The mudslinging caapaign

was successful, however, for "Bat" was henten ~ahther
sovndly by his opronant, feorze Hinkle, the {inal count
showing the latter to have won hy 138 votes.4o The

Dodpe City duys of Uil Tlam Barelar HMastarson a8 o peace
officer were over, The wild. st of the cow towns, however,
was a51ll to nlay a considerable role iIn hls subse:;uent
caress,,

Tie Collowing yveas were restlezs ones {or "Bat." He
laft Dodge in February, 1087, ts go to Leadville where
he exnamined the prospect of going Into s~me kind of
business there.41 Hernring that the towm of Gunnisoh was

fast beconing wealthy, Hasterson moved there, The m™Mmors

L]

o'’ the purported mininz bonanzs in Gunnison didn't pen

. . 2
out, howevnr, end by mid July he wasz back in Dodge 4

Tet, In the latter part of 1820 the Times reporited thelr

former shepriff 38 belng in Kansas Ciﬁy.43

gain his stay waa temporary. Early in 1881 "Bat" went
to Tombstone, having accepted a job from Bill Harris of

the Orliental 3Baloon to deal faro and poker tl*ere.44

40
Thompaon, op. ¢it., p. 34,
41

Dodpe Clty Times, Februnpry 28, 1879.
e
*Podge City Times, July 17, 1880.

“®podyre City Times, December 11, 1879.
44Lake, op. cit., p. 253,
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Tormbstone at this time was tlhe wildest zown on the

fronticr dus to tlie sesemingly endless mining strikes
that had served as a lure for some of the Vest's worst
cltizens., On March 15, 1881, he was deputized by

Wyatt Darp, who had moﬁed thore from Dodge late in 1820
and who waa now the Daputy U.3. Marshal for Towmbstone,
to serve in a posse to tracle down a group of stage

robbers.és

3

Sometine in 1881, Jinm Hasterson telegrsphed "3at" who
by this time had d

rif'ted to New iexlco, to come back to
Dodge and nelpy him settle a disyute with A. J. Peacock’
and Al updegraph. Thie younger iasterson and Peacock had
previously gone into the saloon business together.
Updegraph, a brother-in-law of Peuacock, had been hired
by the two saloon keepers. A disagresnent arose over
tire callber of Updegrasph's work and Jim demandeﬁ‘he he
dischergzed, Hlis pariner took offense at this and
Haaterson thinking there would be frouble sent for his
brcthnr.46

Ho gooner had Dodge's formar shoriff stepned from the
train than he ssw Peacock and Updegraph going towérd the

depot. He called to them to helt and both thinking he

45
Lake, op. cit., p. 254.
SwWright, op. cit., p. 173; Szn Francisco Examiner,

August 16, 1896,
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meant %0 kill them, ran hehind the corner of the Jall.

Inze ‘lately the air regounded with the noise of gun lire.

.

- .r - N . Ee : oy
Some ten ninutes later llayor A. B. Yebster arrested "Bat"

and fined him for distu-bing the pesce. Tho latter pald
2 ~ T ‘ + 47 Yoo ) ppoe
the fine and left the city. It seemod that Dodge was

”~

now past its gqun-lovinz days snd wasn't able to recopgnize

the pressnce of such a well-lmown former officer cf the

Rext, in 1882, lasterszon opened up a ganbling concession

- 48 . 2
In Trinidad. In the spring of the sume year while he

5

%8 in Denver he vran across his old Dodge CGlty eneny

"Doc” Follliday, who had fled to Colorade frow Arizona
seolting to escape a nurder rap. "Bat” by tulking to the
Covernor of Colerado succeedec in persuading the letier to

refuse to honor the extreodition pupers that hsd been [iled

agrinst Folliday. "Rat"™ did thils pgesture more out of his

foundness for Wyatt Harp, who wss a good friend of Holliday,
than for his love for the frontier killer. HKasterson had
never liked the man becavece of the latter's reputation as

& killer and becuzuse of his inhospitable manner.4g

A
'?W?igﬁt, op. elt., p. 175; Thompson, op. cit., p. 38,
EThorpson, op. cit., p. 39,
49951 1an Barelay Masterson, "Doc Holliday," Human Life
(¥ovember, 1%07), p. 6.
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Dodge's former sheriff returned again to the city in

June of 18£3 at the request of his old friend, Luke Short,
who rsn a combination saloon and gambling establishment
in Dodge. ﬁajor Webster had issuved orders denying women
free access to saloons. The mayor, operating a saloon of
his own, imported a pisno for it in order that he might
outdo his competitors, Short and Parris. Luite Short was
handy with a gun., He secured a piano and hired two girls
~to sing snd play. Webster, seeling the crowds that Inhabi-
ted the rival galoon, ordered the police to arrest the two
girls. Short figuring he vas being mistreated wired "Bat"
and asked him to put thé grievance before the Governor of
Kansas.so
Whaﬁ resulted wus the famous "Dodge City Peace Commission.™
The cbmmissioﬁ, orgenized by the Adjutant General of Kansas,.
included "Bat," Wyatt, and a host of gunfighters and des-

peradoes of sarlier days. In the presence of such formidable

"

QOHoran, op. cit., p. 107; Thompson, op. cit., p. 42, says
that the dispute arose as the result of the mayor issuing
a no gambling ordinance and enforecing it only on Short.
Thompson bases his claim on the Ford County Globe,
June 5, 1883. FEarp's version 13 used in the text because
1t would seem that he was in the best position to know
the real facts, San Francisco Dxominer, August 16, 1896,
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company the trouble was readily straightened out and

Short was soon dning & prosperous business once more.Sl
For the next two years "Bat" was in and out of Dodge.
During thls tire he hecame assoclated with two diversions
which would in future years stend hinm in good stead. In

tue latter part of 1884 he becane the editor and proprietor

of a daily paper called the Vox Fopull in Dodge. Though

the Trinidad News commented that he pdssessed "renl

journalistic ability," the paper failed to survive the
first edition.sz In Angust of 18¢5 ths old sheriff

reflerraed a prize fight in Denver. Tne Denver Hews called

him a "ready umpire."53 The gunflghting days for
W1liam Barcliay Hasterson were over. The time had come to
take up some profession that would give him a source of
stability in his last years,

With the exception of a final visit to Dodge City in 18E6

in which he joined a temperance group and staged a "general

clean-up of Dodge, closling the saloons and ridding the town

51 -
San Francisco Zxaminer, August 16, 1896; Thompson, op.cit.,

pp. 42=-43, citing the FPord County Globe, June 5, 1883,

Ford County Globve, Hovermber 18, 1l8&4, cltes in Thompson,
« Cilt., 1. 45,

I8

53 .

Yors County Globe, Auguat 11, 18&8; cited in Thompson,
e Cito; ;3. 45.

1
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of gamblers." "Bat" Masterson spentthe next fifteen years

o4 Here he leased a gambling house called the

in Denver,
Palace Theatre.55 In between caring for his business and
serving as a referee in magy of Denver's prize fights,
Masterson managed to court a young burlesque show glrl
named Emma VWaters. They were married in 1891.56
In 1902 the Master:sons moved to New York City. Shortly
Teddy Roosevelt appointed "Bat" Uhitéd States Deputy Morshal
for the southern district of New York, After seven years
of active service, he resigned this post, In 1903 Masterson

was hired as a special writer on sporting and goneral

topics for the New York lorning Telegr-ph. He later be-

came its sports editor and the secretary of the Lewls
Publishing Company. It was at his desk on October 26, 1921,
while writing his column that he died of a heart attack.57
One of the last of the West's frontler law officers had

put away his guns for all time and had dled the way any

trus westerner would have wanted it, wlith his boots on,

54 ‘ i

© Stanley Vestal, Queen of Cowtowvns Dodgre City (New York,
Harper and Brothers, 19527, p. 42.

55The New York Morning Telegraph, October 26, 1921,

56

The Hew York Morning Telegraph, October 26, 1921.

7
S The New York Morning Telegraph, October 26, 1921,
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"Bat" Masterson, like many of his confreres on the

Western scene has left behind him a legend., It could not
be oﬁhcrwise. Tlie lawless environment, and the}conditions
that prevailed in the cattle towns were conducive to the
fosterlng of the unveai. With "Bat" Masterson, as with
Wyett Eerp, Henry KecCarty, and John Henry Holliday, the
legend was fed and nurtured by a fellow admirer or ad-

mirersa. On his death in 1921 the New York Tribune had

this comment: "“The two men who helped to shape his career
Bat's- after he left the frontier were Thecodore Roosevelt

and Alfred Henry Lewis, the author of Yestern short

stories, who made Hr, Mésterson the hero of many a yarn.dss

It 18 to Mr. Lewls that "Bat” 1s in debt for his

beconing a frontier paragon. The author published a series
of stories on the old Vest in which ifasterson was the

main character. These storles were later put into a book

entitled The Sunset Trail.ﬁg Lewis, like Stuart N, Lake

in bis treatment of VWyatt Earp, saw lasterson as the law
officer who could do no wrong. He has him shooting many
more men than he ever did, handling melodramatlc events
with apparent nohchalantness, and above all, avidéncing:

the character of a western superman,

=
580w York Tribune, October 28, 1921,

59Lewis, op. citi, passim.
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Considering that "Rat" and his blographer were close

friends, it seeciss somewhst pecullar that Lewls would lose
his sense of perspective in handling his sublect.
Hasterson's career wssbcolorful enough In the real senée'
to afford any reader some exciting moments withiout relying
on excess romanticism and distovﬁion. This fauvlt canngt
be attributed alone to Mr. Lewils, for mony of the western
blographers have fallen into the ssame snare.ao It may be
added that Mr. Hasterson, himself, did nothing throughout
his later career to discredit such stories.

As stated previously In the case of Billy the Kid, the
western manner of dubbing a man with s nickname also
added to the Masterson legend. George Bolds, who met him
in Dodge when the former was just a youngstier, said "I've
always belleved thet William Barclay "Bat™ Masterson's
pleturesque nicknartie had a great deal to do with his
winning the public's fancy."81

Despite the fact that Masterson underwent the hero

treatment at the hands of his biographer and that he was

endowed with a colorful nickname, the man, himéelf; is

60g¢¢e Earticularly Lake, op. clt,, 1-392; Walter Noble Burns,
The Swga of Billy the Kid (Garden City, N,Y,: Doubleday,
Paze and Co., 1926) 1-322,

Glﬁopnﬂ, op. cit., p. B4,
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hardly recognized today as & legend--in sharp contract to

Wyatt Earp and Billy the Kid., VWhat can be stoted as the
reason or reasons for this? "Bat" llagterson certainly
qualified in regu~,d to hls colorful career., VWhat then has
held this man out of the legendary hall of fame?

In answering this question several phases of the man
must be taken into consideration. In classifying the many
frontiersmen of the 1870's and 1880's into categories, a
place 1s always given to William Rarcley lMasterson in the
peace officer file. Billy the Kid is classified as the
frontier killer, as is John Henry Hollideay. ‘YWyatt Farp-®
fluctuates betwern the two categories, depending on the
particular interpreter, These are brought out to emphasize
one point, The latter threc men have all béén as3sociated
with catepories involving a considerable amount of contro-'
versy and romanticism. Furthermore, though Masterson's
deeds in the old west were certainly not occurrences that
would fall to the average man; nevertheless, they were not
fantastic enough to qﬁulify him as a western Paul Bunyon,

The number of men that the frontier peace officer or
the western badman were reputed to have killed alsb added

to their legend. In the case of "Bat” lasterson the number

of k11lings at the expense of his guns totsl no more than -

threc. The shooting of Sergeant King was clearly done in
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in the act of self-defeénse,; A3 to the MWalker and \agner

killings, fasterson can be considered no more than an
acceasory to thelir deaths. This is pointed out to-bring
to 1igiit the thesis that "Bet" !Masterson did not possess
the necessary notoriety to make him a legend in the sense
of Earp and McCarty.

Perhunps the greatest reason for denying him a place in
the legendary western sun lies in the qualities of the man
himaelf. Eddie Foy captured a glimpse of this when he
gaid that "some 1liked me vecause I made them laugh and
forget for a Tew moments the strain and ugliness of their
lives., A few, like Bat Masterson, ceme neer, I thinl, to
knowing me as I really was."62 Foy wnan't the only one
who saw lasterson as an undérstanding and true friend,
Wyatt Luasp exXpressed his views on the sub ject by declaring
that "to me he will elways be 'Bat! Masterson, the guick
fighter, the square gambler, the staunch friend and the

generous ‘foe-~the fastest of my frontier fr-iends."65

Foy and Farlow, op. cit., p. 150.

63 - .
San Franeisco Examiner, August 16, 1896,
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Every frontiersman who has written his memolrs and who

‘knew "Bat" hus nothing but the most glowing remarks to
make about him. A case in pnint 1s Bob VWright, the former
owner of Wright's Marcantilc Store in Dodge and one of the
town's leading eitizons in the frontier days. "He," Wright
declared in talking of Masterson, "has much natural ability
and good hard common sense, and, if he had got started
rigzht, Ba%, today, would have been occuryving a seat in
tho United States Senate instead of being a reporter for
a newspaper. There 1s nothing low-down about him. Ye is
high-toned and broad-minded, cool and breve, "84

Onenesds only to ponder the tcstimonies of some of his
ﬁare prominent assoclates to understand thaf he was
well llked and respected. The obituarlies concerning him
offer exampleé of his charucter and friendship. Damon Runyon

of the New York American wrote: "It is the loss to the

Vestern country of one of its most splendid characters
and to the m tion of one of those fine, fearless men that

can be 111y spared,...le was a magnificent man., We shall

never see his 1like agein."%® Tne Brooklyn Eagle called

64
Wright, op. cit., p. 300.

656
The New Yorx lorning Telegruph, October £6, 1921,
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hin the ™1000% Amerioan."66 The Xorning Telegraph for

which he worked az a sporting editor sald that “hovwas
blescsed with anple cours;e andéd an sbility to bhack it up
that made him instantly a fevorite charaotev_when he made
his aprenrance in the effete East. eighteen years ago,
He was never givrn to t2lkines much of his exploit:ms.."s'7
The aforementioned corrments on Mr. Masterson are highly
in fevor of his explolts and of his cheracter. The fact
thet they were written by competent and respected men and
Journals would seem %o glive them en addltional strength,
The purpose of this wnrk is to show the whole man, his
good and bad qualities and his legendary character.‘ In
the case of Willinm Barclay Maaterson *he true ploture
seems to be most favorable. Aslde from his controversies
withh "Doc" Holliday and the political criticism to which
he suffered in his rumning for office in Dodge no record
haa yet been turned up portraying the man unfavorably.aa

As for the volitical eriticism, it 13 interestingz to note

that the Ford County CGlobe, which supportes the opposition

66
The New York ¥orning Telegraph, October 26, 1921,

67The New York Morning Telegraph, October 26, 1921,
5 .

8Thompson, Ope. Clt., passim,
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party and which was the organ through which much of tle
mudslinging on Masterson was done, later had this to say
of him: "Bat Mésterson has his failinga like other
people, but he 18 a gentleman and doss not sall under
f&lqe colors,"5?

William Barclsy Masterson was an efficlent frontier peace
officer, He was endowed with a sense of humor and a
wonderful faculty for making friends and keeping then,

The blight on his career, if it can be considéred such,
is the factkfhat he played an active part in the Wegt
when it was just beginning to grow up and show 1ta |
- spurs, As Hr, Wright has suggested, "Bat" Mdsterson
might have dong great things had Le not chosen to

associete hinmaself with the o0ld Viest,

Bglt{égé, p. 45 citing the Ford County Globe, February 17,
e



CONCLUSION

The four men considered in this study had several
traits in comrmon. Each was profilclent with a gun, -
Indeed, & large part of their reputation was achieved
because of>this skill., Each man was responsible for
the killing of his fellow man, in the cases of Holliday
and Billy the Kid the deaths can be measured 1h two
digita, Those men were all associated with the West
most prominently during their early twenties and thirties,
They can be considered, therefore, producta of the times
and somewhat typlcal of the period, Earp and Masterson,
for the most part, represented the frontier peace officers,
who were a necessmry part of each lawless and turbulent
town. Holliday and MeCarty were western badmen that
penetrated esch town on tha frontier, Finelly, these men
transcended the period and have become heroes end legends

to latter-day'Americans.
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Henry McCarty or Billy the Kid, wes 8 yoﬁth who,
tirough e poor background, as far as it can be seen,
some unlucky circumstances and an unhealthy environment
became a killer of at least nine men., His ectivities
centered larzly in New iexico, particularly Lincoln
County., The "Kid" has never been portrayed as all bad
but rather as a boy with likeable ways, leadershilp
qualities, and a loyalty of sbrts. Hia good qualities
seem to have overshadowed hias bad ones after his death
- as witnessed by the defense of his patrons whenever some-
one attempts to write his true story., His contribution
to American history seoms to lie in his legend rather
than in his actual deeds. The American people have |
edopte: this badﬁan as the real darling of the Southwest,

Wyatt Earp was a frontier peace officer who seemed
never contented with livihg an exciting life but sought
to exploit himself as the only real frontier lawman,
Like Holliday, he was most 6losely associnted with
Dodge City and Tombatome. It 18 in the letter city that
Wyatt Earp is moét prominently knovn: because.of the
violence that centered there during the time of his

position as a law enforcemont officer, Since his
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blography was published in 1931, he has becore the most
controversiel of all frontier figures, Deplte the ten-
dency of his blographer and him, himself, to make him
seams taller than he anct ally was, Viyatt Earp can be
considered as playing a necessary rols in the development
of +the last frontier; ¥en like Earp and Masterson were
essential to obtainin: a semblance of law and order in
the cattls and nmining towns.

John flenry blliday was a tubercular youth who vas
born of fairly well to do parents in the South. His 1life
scems tc have been detfcrmined by his physical condltion
and an altogether disagreocable personeslity. He eerly
went west to escape tle stigma of murder, lie was most
eloscly associated with Dodge City and Tombstone in their
keyday. Ils klillinga have never beon accurately determined
but it seems certain they total two digits, Ve is seen bj
all writers as a totally bad man and aside from his courage
and loyalty toc Wyatt Tarp, litile favorpnble 6an be said
for him. Fe 1s one of the best examples to be cited for
the real western badman and such e careecr as he hed served
as ‘one of the main reusons why this perlod has undergone

sQ'much unfaverable eriticism,
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William Bsarolay Mastorson was a farm boy who was

excited by the new country to the w:st and deoided to
see 1t for himself, Ho became one of the frontier's
best known péace officers and his duties were largely
centered in and around Dodge City. He was known for Lils
senso of humor and was considore? & real man and true
friend by practiocally all who lnew him, He was above
the station of most punfighters when he early in 11fé

he married and west to New York to settle down, Frior
to his death he was a successful sSporting editor for a
New York paper. He reflects the ides of the better peace
officer of tho 0ld West and little if any stains have
been attributed to him. INe seems to have justified his
position and kepi in a higher plane than moat lawmen of
the plains, Ko more than three deaths can be attributed
to him’and each one has been seen a8 Justifiable,

These four men rode west in the eaviywaeventies and
established a reputation as gunfightéra. Their stories
will he toldvand retold as long as the American peoplo
maintain their fascination for the romanticism of the
»01@ West. It is hoped through thié 3tudy that a:oiearer.
and more precise plcture of the men whom Amuricans

continue to worship has emargéd.
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